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STATE OF MAINE 
123RD LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR & FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the Second Regular or First Special Sessions 
of the 123r<l Maine Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CON RES XXX... ............................. Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO A GREE .... .......................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES..... . ........................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT. .................................... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY.......................... . ........................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE. ................................................... Bill failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDA TE ENACTMENT........... . ... Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.. .. Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
IN DEF PP.............................. . ... .................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report) .......... Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XXX .......................... Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XXX......... . ............................................. ...... Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XXX. ............ ................................. Chapter# offinally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED .................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular Session (R2) is 
June 30, 2008. The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Special Session (SI) 
is July 18, 2008. 1 The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is specified in the 
enacted law summary for those bills. Any bill summarized in this document having an LD number less 
than 1932 was a bill carried over from the First Regular Session of the 123r<l Legislature. 

1 The session m which each law was enacted or finally passed (R2 or S 1) is included in Appendix C. 



Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

for electing voter members on a charter commission for a municipality that has municipal officers elected both at-large and 
by district. That number would be equal to the total number of elected municipal officers on the board or council of that 
municipality. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-426) 

This amendment clarifies that a municipality is authorized to elect the members of a municipal charter commission by the 
procedure in the bill but that it is not mandatory for municipalities that have both at-large and district or ward municipal 
officers on the town or city council to use this method. The amendment adds an emergency preamble and emergency 
clause so that the City of Portland can include a question about the need for a new charter commission at the next regularly 
scheduled election in June 2008, and the members of that commission can be elected at the November 2008 election if the 
commission question is approved. It also clarifies that a community may hold an election for commission members at the 
next regularly scheduled election no more than 200 days after the referendum authorizing the charter commission. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2007~ chapter495 am~nds the l}r~cedure f()rJhe election of members to a municipai~harter ro1111111ssion.· It 
gikes amunjci:gr11ity the option to eit~erj11clude the el~ti~n or voter yi~mb~rs on Jhe Salll~ ballot as t~e question . . /) 
authori:zin,g t4;'commissionor ~ve m~mbers el~ted no later .than the ~J:St regular or specil~l mlltlicipalor state ~lecti?f 
thS!.J);cUJ:Sn{).yiore th~ 2\JO,~arsaftel"the Vote·auth()rizing the charter COl11m1S~font.It.alsopr~vid~s for'a.third 111eih<>f .·. 
forel~fting .vbt~ ~e111l>e,:s ~n .. aclitirt~ commissioll. f()r ~~unicipality t~at has.municip~l officers elect~~b.othat-llll'ge. and 
by district. Thiu number. would be equal to the. total number ofelected municipal officers on the board or.council Zofthat · ni11Uicipali!Yt ' • ·.. . ·· ·· .····. . . ·• ··. •. ·. ' ··. · . .. . .. · .· • .·.· .· · · ·. · · · .· . ·· . . . · . . · .. . .. · ··. •·· ·· •· • 

floli~tl(jJJ,, cha;t~r492 wa::~~6ted.asiri emer~~ncy measur~eff'ective March 14,· 2008. 

LD 1974 Resolve, To Prevent the Closing of Store Road in Somerset County 

Sponsor(s) 

MARRA CHE 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1974 directs the county commissioners of Somerset County to keep Store Road in Rockwood, Somerset County open 
throughout the year. 

LD 2020 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Granting of Disability 
Variances from the Zoning Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

CASAVANT 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 2020 amends the laws governing when a variance from the zoning laws may be granted to an owner of a dwelling for 
the purpose of making that dwelling accessible to a person with a disability. It provides that such a variance may be 
granted for the construction of a garage or similar structure that will assist the person with the disability. 
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