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] 22nd Legislature
First Regular Session and First Special Session
Summary of Legislation Considered by the Joint Standing Committees
August 2005
Enclosed please find a summary of all bills, resolves, joint study orders, joint resolutions and Constitutional
resolutions that were considered by the joint standing select committees of the Maine Legislature this past

session. The document is a compilation of bill summaries which describe each bill and relevant
amendments, as well as the final action taken. Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity this
session for the Legislature and each of its joint standing committees.
The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills considered by the
committees. It is organized by committees and within committees by bill {LD) number. The committee
report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number. A subject index for each committee is
included immediately before the bill summaries for that committee, and a numerical index by LD number
is included at the back of the document. A separate publication, History and Final Disposition of
Legislative Documents, may also be helpful in providing information on the disposition of bills. These
bill summaries also are available at the Law and Legislative Reference Library and on the Internet
(www.state.me.us/legis/opla).
Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:
CARRIED OVER .................................................................................................... Bill Carried Over to Second Regular Session
CON RES xxr............................................................................. Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE............................................................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ..................................................................................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ......................................... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT.............................................................................. Action incomplete when session ended; bill died
EMERGENCY......................................................................................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ................................................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................................................................................... Billfailed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ................................................................ Bill imposing local mandate/ailed to get 213 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY .................................................... Ruled out oforder by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP ........................................................................................................................................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed
ONTP ..................................................................................................................................... Ought Not To Pass report accepted
OTP ND ............................................................................................................... Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft
OTP ND/NT ......................................................................................... Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft/New Title
P&S XIT ................................................................................................................. Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law
PUBLIC XXf............................................................................................................................ Chapter# of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE xxr...................................................................................................................... Chapter# offinally passed Resolve
UNSIGNED ................................................................................................................................................. Bill held by Governor
VETO SUSTAINED .............................................................................................. Legislature failed to override Govenwr's Veto

Please note the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is June 29, 2005; and for non-emergency
legislation enacted in the First Special Session is September 17, 2005.

Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans’ Affairs

House Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (H-712) proposed to establish a study to look at
alternative voting methods, minor party ballot access and the citizens’ initiative process that would do the
following.
1. It would reduce the commission's membership to include 6 Legislators, the Secretary of State or a designee
and representatives from the Maine Municipal Association, the Maine Town and City Clerks' Association, the
Maine Democratic Party and the Maine Republican Party.
2. It would provide that the Office of the Attorney General will provide additional staffing assistance.
3. It would authorize the commission to meet 3 times.
House Amendment "B" to Committee Amendment "A" (H-718) proposed to remove the emergency preamble
and the emergency clause from the resolve.
Enacted law summary
Resolve 2005, chapter 127 authorizes the establishment of the Commission to Study Alternative Voting
Procedures, the Citizen Initiative Process and Minor Party Ballot access. The Commission’s membership
includes 6 legislators, the Secretary of State or a designee and representatives from the Maine Municipal
Association, the Maine Town and City Clerks’ Association, the Maine Democratic Party and the Maine
Republican Party. The Commission is authorized to hold 3 meetings and is required to issue its report, including
suggested legislation, to the Legislature by December 7, 2005.

LD 1627

An Act To Allow Dual Liquor Licenses for On-premises
Consumption and Off-premises Retail Sales

Sponsor(s)
MITCHELL
CANAVAN

Committee Report

CARRIED OVER

Amendments Adopted

LD 1627 allows dual liquor licenses for on-premises consumption and off-premises retail sales for fine wine
stores that also prepare and sell food for consumption on their premises. This bill was carried over by H.P. 1023
to the next special or regular session of the 122nd Legislature.

LD 1641

An Act To Create a Small Brewer Distiller License

Sponsor(s)
EDMONDS
RICHARDSON J

Committee Report
OTP-AM
MAJ
ONTP
MIN

PUBLIC 377

Amendments Adopted
S-277

LD 1641 proposed to establish a small distillery license.
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Committee Amendment "A" (S-277) replaces the bill and creates a small brewer distiller license that allows the
holder to have up to 3 Maine retail licenses for connected establishments owned in whole or in part by the holder
of the small brewer distiller license. To be eligible for the license, a person must hold a small breweries license
and have a basic federal permit for distilling spirits; and to maintain the license, a person may not distill more than
30,000 gallons of spirits per year. It provides that spirits produced by the distillery must be sold to the State and
are subject to the listing, pricing and distribution of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 28-A. This amendment also
provides for the sampling of spirits produced at the distillery for quality control purposes and allows certain
information to be printed on the distilled product's label and sets the license fee at $100 annually.
Enacted law summary
Public Law 2005, chapter 377 creates a small brewer distiller license that allows the holder to have up to 3 Maine
retail licenses for connected establishments owned in whole or in part by the holder of the small brewer distiller
license. To be eligible for the license, a person must hold a small breweries license and have a basic federal
permit for distilling spirits. It provides that the holder of a small brewer distiller license may not distill more than
30,000 gallons of spirits per year and those spirits must be sold to the State and are subject to the listing, pricing
and distribution provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 28-A. Public Law 2005, chapter 377 also allows
the sampling of spirits produced at the distillery for quality control purposes and sets the license fee at $100
annually.

LD 1672

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 1:
Procedures; Portions of Chapter 3: Maine Clean Election Act and
Related Practices; and Campaign Reporting Forms for
Candidates, Major Substantive Rules of the Commission on
Governmental Ethics and Election Practices

Sponsor(s)

Committee Report
OTP-AM

RESOLVE 111
EMERGENCY

Amendments Adopted
H-566

LD 1672 proposed to provide for legislative review of portions of Chapter 1: Procedures; portions of Chapter 3:
Maine Clean Election Act and Related Practices; and Campaign Reporting Forms for Candidates, major
substantive rules of the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices.
Committee Amendment "A" (H-566) proposed to authorize final adoption of portions of Chapter 1: Procedures;
portions of Chapter 3: Maine Clean Election Act and Related Practices; and Campaign Reporting Forms for
Candidates with the following changes.
In Chapter 1, section 7, with regard to the advance purchase of goods and services, the language must be changed
to specifically include radio and television contracts and contracts for design work among the goods and services
that, if contracted or paid for prior to the primary election, must be received prior to the primary election to be
considered primary election expenditures. The language in Chapter 1, section 7, with regard to the advance
purchase of goods and services, must also be changed to remove the requirement that a report be filed when a
preponderance of goods purchased during the primary election cycle are used during the general election cycle.
The change must also provide that, upon complaint regarding the use of goods and services purchased during a
primary election during a general election, the commission may request an additional expenditure report.
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