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120th Legislature
First Regular Session

Summary Of Legislation Before The Joint Standing Committees
August 2001

Enclosed please find a summary of all bills, resolves, joint study orders, joint resolutions and Constitutional
resolutions that were considered by the joint standing select committees of the Maine Legislature this past
session. The document is a compilation of bill summaries which describe each bill and relevant
amendments, as well as the final action taken. Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity this
session for the Legislature and each of its joint standing committees.

The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills considered by the
committees. It is organized by committees and within committees by bill (LD) number. The committee
report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number. Two indices, a subject index and a numerical
index by LD number are provided for easy reference to bills. They are located at the back of the
document. A separate publication, History and Final Disposition of Legislative Documents, may also be
helpful in providing information on the disposition of bills. These bill summaries also are available at the
Law and Legislative Reference Library and on the Internet (www.state.me.us/legis/opla).

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows: :

CARRIED OVER......oovvvviniviiriisisiinnssecentcstsssisstsssestsssssesssassassssennstanssees Bill Carried Over to Second Regular Session
CON RES XXX .ovtviinirreniirininiiiiesreesssonsesnssesssnsssens Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE. ‘ Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES .......conviininiminniaiisinrisiiniiisisisssosissosssesssssssssssossaens House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .............. One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .......cvvumiviminrinimininriionisisissisessssssisssenss Action incomplete when session ended; bill died
EMERGENCY ...ouocovtereniiriniiininsisrsssissessossossssssecsississsessesessasssssessessesassones Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE........vieeevinniecniennnnn, Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ......oouucvnnivniireesieisininsinnssserissesssnssnsesssssessssses Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ......coconersiriencenrenrvenrecsssensissssinnsens Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.......coccovvvevrerrrencniriassianrenns Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP.....oucviviviriiinsiiinasisnsisissssiiesi s ssssssssssssssssssasssssssssesessesesssansssssesssesssssssessseserasiaes Bill Indefinitely Postponed
ONTRP ..ottt s s bbb bbb s sab b r s bbb a s b e be s sasabas e sae s Ought Not To Pass report accepted

OTP ND ......ccvvviiriinnnns Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft
OTP ND/NT .....voviirean. Committee report Ought To Pass In New Drafi/New Title
P&ES XXX oottt sssssnesssnsssorossassssssosssossasensosssssssesses Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
PUBLIC XXX ....cvvvernes eeteeetetet i aeee e be et et et e et s e s b s ra s e b er b e ke oateseaee bt robesranrsronton Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX ............. Chapter # of finally passed Resolve
UNSIGNED......cuvirimiriiieiniiiiniinisinisisssisssisssssstssisiss st sssessossssssssassseassessssssastossassssssassassesasssasses Bill held by Governor
VETO SUSTAINED........onevririiinriesinsii i siisssssstsasiesassssessons Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

Please note the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is September 21, 2001.

David E. Boulter, Director
Offices Located in the State House, Rooms 101/107/135



Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services

LD 473 proposed a General Fund appropriation of $140,135 in fiscal year 2001-02 and $181,573 in fiscal year
2002-03 for the addition of four personnel within the Department of Human Services to provide licensing services.

LD 477 An Act Directing the Department of Human Services to Annually  CARRIED OVER
Adjust Dental Reimbursement Rates Under the Medicaid Program

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
O'BRIEN OTP-AM
DAGGETT

LD 477 proposed to direct the Department of Human Services annually to set the Medicaid reimbursement rates for
dental services to the 50th percentile of the fees published in the most recent "Survey of Dental Fees, New England
Region," published by the American Dental Association.

Committee Amendment A" (H-625) proposed to replace the bill. 1t proposed to direct the Department of
Human Services to adjust reimbursement rates for dental services under the Medicaid program. It proposed to
remove the proposed requirement of an annual adjustment. It proposed to add an appropriation section, an
allocation section and afiscal note to the bill.

This bill was carried over to the Second Regular Session pursuant to SP 652.

LD 478 An Act to Strengthen the Maine Rx Program PUBLIC 379
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
COLWELL OTP-AM MAJ H-249
TREAT ONTP MIN

LD 478 proposed to provide notice about prescription drug pricing and the Maine Rx Program when prescription
drugs are dispensed pursuant to prescription in Maine.

Committee Amendment A" (H-249) isthe mgjority report of the committee. It proposed to replace the bill. It
proposed to limit the provisions of the hill to drugs dispensed to persons without health coverage and to brand name
drugs. It proposed to alow for a separate writing to meet the requirements of the bill. It proposed to clarify the hill
by dividing it into outline form. It also proposed to add a fiscal note to the bill.

See also Public Law 2001, chapter 478, (LD 30, the Errors Bill), Part E for technical corrections.
Enacted law summary
Public Law 2001, chapter 379 provides notice about prescription drug pricing and the Maine Rx Program when

brand name prescription drugs are dispensed pursuant to prescription in Maine to persons without health coverage.
A separate writing may be held to meet the requirements of the law.
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Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services

See also the Errors Bill, LD 30, enacted as Public Law 2001, chapter 471, Part E.

LD 479 An Act Concerning Eligibility for ASPIRE-TANF Participation in PUBLIC 335
Households where an Individual has a Physical or Mental Health
Disability
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
KANE OTP-AM H-491
PENDLETON

LD 479 proposed to require that TANF recipients who care for a household member with a physical or mental
health problem be considered by the Department of Human Services to fully meet their ASPIRE-TANF
participation requirements. TANF recipients who have physical or mental health problems that limit their ability to
work would have to be offered the opportunity to participate in ASPIRE-TANF or the Parents as Scholars Program
on avoluntary basis. The department would be prohibited from sanctioning households that include members with
these physical or mental health problems. The department would be required to notify ASPIRE-TANF and Parents
as Scholars Program recipients of these provisions at their orientation and each time their family contract is
renewed.

Committee Amendment A" (H-491) proposed to replace the bill. It proposed to establish a procedure for the
imposition of sanctionsin the TANF and ASPIRE-TANF programs, require reporting on the imposition of
sanctions, proposed to require a determination when a claim of good cause for nonparticipation is claimed and
proposed to require documentation of good cause claim determinations and the imposition of sanctions. It aso
proposed to add afiscal note to the bill.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2001, chapter 335 establishes a procedure for the imposition of sanctions in the TANF and A SPIRE-
TANF programs, requires reporting on the imposition of sanctions, requires a determination when a claim of good
cause for nonparticipation is claimed and requires documentation of good cause claim determinations and the
imposition of sanctions.

LD 525 An Act to Improve Access to Residential Care in Rural Maine DIED ON
ADJOURNMENT
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
LOVETT OTP-AM H-240

LD 525 proposed to alow the use of "nursing facility flex beds,” through which nursing facilities would be alowed
to use adesignated number of beds for nursing or residentia care. Thisbill proposed to allow aresident to remain
in that resident's current nursing facility, even if that resident's care needs fluctuate between nursing facility and
residential carelevels. Thishill proposed to alow nursing facilities reimbursement in such circumstances, in
accordance with the level of care provided and in accordance with rules adopted by the Commissioner of Human
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