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ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Summary Of Legislation Before Tlte Joint Standing Committees 
August 1997 

We are pleased to provide this summary of bills that were considered by the 15 Joint Standing 
Committees of the Maine Legislature staffed by this office. The document is a compilation of bill 
summaries which describe each bill, committee amendments and other relevant amendments, as well as 
the final action taken on the bill. Also included are statistical summaries of bill activity this Session 
for the Legislature and each of its joint standing committees. 

The document is organized for convenient reference to information on bills handled by the joint 
standing committees. It is organized alphabetically by committees and within committees by bill (LD) 
number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor(s), if 
designated, are listed below each bill title. All adopted amendments are listed by paper number. Two 
indices, a subject index and a numerical index by LD number are provided for easy reference to bills. 
They are located at the back of the document. A separate publication, History and Final Disposition of 
Legislative Documents, may also be helpful in providing information on the disposition of bills. These 
bill summaries also are available at the Law and Legislative Reference Library and on the Internet 
(www.state.me.us/legis/opla). 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CARRIED OVER ............................................................................................ Bill carried over to Second Regular Session 
CON RES XXX. ................................................................ Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ................................................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ......................................................................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .............................. One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................................... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY .............................................................................................. Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ....................................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ........................................................................ Bill failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ...................................................... Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
IN DEF PP ................................................................................................................................. Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
ONTP .......................................................................................................................... Ought Not To Pass report accepted 
OTP ND .................................................................................................... Committee report Ought To Pass In New Draft 
OTP ND/NT .............................................................................. Committee report Ought ToPass In New Draft/New Title 
P&S .XXX. ................................ ...................................................................... Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XX¥ ................................................................................................................. Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XY-X ........................................................................................................... Chapter# of finally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED ...................................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED .................................................................................... Legislaturefailed to override Governor's Veto 

Please note the effective date for all non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular 
Session (unless otherwise specified in a particular law) is June 26, 1997 and September 19, 1997 for 
the First Special Session. 

David E. Boulter; Director 
Offices Located in the State House, Rooms 101/107 /135 
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Committee Amendment "A" (H-687) proposed to delete from the original bill the provisions amending the Maine
Criminal Code, the study of the Maine Bail Code and the pilot project relating to judicial supervision of persons
convicted of domestic abuse.  It proposed to revise the role of the Probate Court Judge in authorizing minors to
marry.  The amendment proposed to revise the duties and powers of the Domestic Abuse Homicide Review Panel,
appointed by the Maine Commission on Domestic Abuse, to include data collection and compilation and access to
necessary information.  The amendment proposed to require the commission to report to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary matters by January 1, 1999 and every year after
that.

Senate Amendment "A" (S-389) proposed to add a mandate preamble to the bill.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 1997, chapter 507 directs the Maine Commission on Domestic Abuse to create a Domestic Abuse
Homicide Review Panel to review the deaths of persons who are killed by family or household members.  The
Commission must report to the Legislature on annual basis.  Chapter 507 also expands the Commission to include
up to eight members-at-large, appointed by the Governor.  Chapter 507 requires a Probate Court Judge who is
notified by a minor that the minor wants to get married to give or refuse consent within 30 days.  The judge shall
consider the ages of the parties and the criminal record of any party who is at least 18 and shall base the decision on
the best interest of any party under 18.

LD 1902 An Act to Amend the Filing Date Provision in the Maine Residents
Property Tax Program, to Provide an Application Clause for
Certain Provisions of Law Relating to Computer Software, to
Clarify Provisions of Law Regarding Transfers of Money from the
Tax Relief Fund for Maine Residents to the General Fund and to
Correct Certain Provisions in Recently Enacted Legislation

PUBLIC 562
EMERGENCY

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MICHAUD H-774   O'NEAL

LD 1902 proposed to make additional corrections to Maine laws.

House Amendment “A” (H-771) proposed to eliminate the “super credit” that was created to expand the State’s
existing research and development tax credit for taxpayers who increase their research and development
expenditures within the State by 50% or more over their current levels.  It also proposed to repeal the sales tax
exemption for the development of new bioproducts.  (Not adopted.)

House Amendment “B” (H-774) proposed to give the Board of Trustees of the Maine School of Science and
Mathematics the authority to borrow funds for current operating expenses for a term not exceeding 13 months.

House Amendment “C” (H-775) proposed to provide that benefits under the Maine Residents Property Tax
Program must be paid to the municipality where the property is located if the property tax has not been paid.  It
also proposed that a claimant who submits a fraudulent claim must be barred from receiving benefits under the
program for 10 years.  (Not adopted.)
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House Amendment “D” (H-776) proposed to do the following:  provide funds for the estimated share of debt
service from increasing the school construction debt limit; authorize a state discount liquor store in Calais and
authorize a study of the feasibility and benefits of locating a discount liquor store in Fort Kent; increase the
reimbursement for county and municipal law enforcement officers for court officer services or for serving as
witnesses; exempt from sales tax sales to incorporated nonprofit fire departments and ambulance services; create an
elder abuse and fraud unit within the Department of the Attorney General; appropriate funds to support advocacy
and case management services at the Maine Center on Deafness; provide funds to establish positions in the
Attorney General’s Office for legal services related to recoveries attributed to tobacco use; provide funds for day
services for people with mental retardation who are not class members; restore funding to the Housing
Opportunities for Maine Fund; require State and contract nuclear power personnel to provide information and
assistance to the Legislature; expand the property tax exemption for certain veterans; authorize transfers from the
Tax Relief Fund for Maine Residents back to the General Fund to fund various General Fund appropriations and
losses.  (Not adopted.)

Enacted law summary

Public Law 1997, chapter 562 makes additional corrections to Maine laws.  Parts A and B amend the filing date
provision in the Maine Residents Property Tax Program; provide an application clause for certain provisions of law
relating to the taxation of computer software, certain biotechnology products and investments in certain high-
technology activities; and clarify provisions of law regarding transfers of money from the Tax Relief Fund for
Maine Residents to the General Fund.  Part C changes the effective date of Public Law 1997, chapter 395 to have
the supplemental fiscal year 1997 appropriations take effect when approved by the Governor; repeals unintended
provisions in Public Law 1997, chapter 556 that reduced the share of unappropriated surplus going into the Maine
Rainy Day Fund and the Retirement Allowance Fund.  Part D makes the following changes:  revises the number of
members of the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Elections Practices necessary to close a meeting to the
public; amends the statute governing “free fishing days” to include the Saturday before President’s Day; corrects
errors in Public Law 1997, chapter 305 concerning possession of tobacco by minors; corrects a clerical error in the
Viatical Settlements Act; corrects a conflict created by two new Public Law chapters concerning filling sheriff
vacancies; corrects an error concerning 14 year olds working in frozen dairy products retail establishments; corrects
the reporting requirements of the Task Force on Information Technology in the Public Sector; corrects the
membership of the Task Force to Review the Applied Technology Centers and Applied Technology Regions; and
gives the Board of Trustees of the Maine School of Science and Mathematics the authority to borrow funds for
current operating expenses for a term not exceeding 13 months.

Public Law 1997, chapter 562 takes effect June 25, 1997.  Different parts of the law take effect on dates designated
in the law.




