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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee’s summaries.

The committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor in
each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All adopted amendments
are listed, by paper number, together with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on
each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various types of final action are abbreviated as follows:

PUBLIC XXX Chapter # of enacted Public Law
P&S XXX Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
RESOLVE XXX Chapter # of enacted Resolve
CON RES XXX Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
EMERGENCY Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
ONTP Qught Not to Pass report accepted
INDEF PP Bill Indefinitely Postponed
FAILED ENACTMENT Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
DIED BETWEEN BODIES House & Senate disagree; bill died
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
VETQ SUSTAINED Legislature failed to override Governor’s Veto
UNSIGNED Not signed by Governor within 10 days
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT Action incomplete when session ended; bill died

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. If
you have any suggestions or comments on the summaries, please let us know.
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LD 1713  An Act to Clarify Maine Corporate Laws PUBLIC 616

SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
CONLEY 0TP-AM $-499

SUMMARY

The bill provides the Secretary of State with the discretion to refuse to file corporate names that are
obscene, inappropriate or misleading and sets a maximum fee for reinstatement of business corporations
after suspension. The bill also simplifies the fee structure for lien searches.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (S-499) adds a fiscal note to the bill, and conforms existing law to current
drafting standards.

LD 1718  An Act to Protect Maine Children from Child Pornography PUBLIC 727
Contraband
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
FAIRCLOTH 0TP-AM H-935
ESTY
SUMMARY

The bill extended the prohibition on sexually exploiting minors to the possession of materials depicting
children under the age of 14 engaging in sexually explicit conduct. The bill declared sexually explicit
materials depicting persons under the age of 14 to be contraband and provided that the materials can be

seized by the State.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-935) replaces the original bill. It adds a definition of "sexually explicit
conduct" to cover possession of materials. It differs from the general definition in the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 17, section 2921 by limiting the part of the definition retating to "lewd" exhibitions to
include only unclothed genitals, anus or pubic areas. The definition also looks to the intended response
in the viewer. The amendment makes several changes to clarify and strengthen the bill.

First, the offense itself is amended in 2 ways.

1. The person in possession of the sexually explicit material must know or should have known what the
material contains.

2. The person in possession must know or have reason to know that the person depicted in the materials
is under 14 years of age. In the alternative, it is sufficient for the prosecution to prove that the
person depicted was in fact under 14 years of age at the time of production of the depiction.

Second, specific language is added to ensure that the age of the person depicted can be established
without producing or identifying the person depicted.

Third, the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17, section 2924, subsection 6, as enacted in this amendment
declares these materials contraband to allow the seizure of the materials even when a conviction does not

occur.

The amendment also repeals the mandatory minimum penalties for dissemination of sexually explicit
material.
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