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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each conunittee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

The committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor in 
each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All adopted amendments 
are listed, by paper number, together with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on 
each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various types of final action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBLICXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVEXXX 
CONRESXXX 
EMERGENCY 
ONTP 
INDEF PP 
FAILED ENACTMENT 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE 
VETO S UST A/NED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter# of enacted Resolve 
Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
Ought Not to Pass report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
Bill failed to get majority vote 

Emergency bill failed to get 213 vote 
Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 213 vote 

House & Senate disagree; bill died 
Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 

Legislature faUed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 

These sununaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. If 
you have any suggestions or comments on the sununaries, please let us know. 
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LO 1667 

SUMMARY 

An Act Regarding the Regional Mental Health Authority 
Demonstration 

SPONSOR(S) 
FITZPATRICK 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMHNDMBNTS ADOPTED 
H-803 

PUBLIC 569 

This bill establishes a task force to propose policies and practices for the expansion of the regional 
mental health board system to all 5 regions of the State. Currently, only Region V (York and Cumberland 
Counties) have a regional mental health board. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT A (H-803) replaces the original bill. The original bill took preliminary steps 
toward the establishment of regional mental health boards in every region of the State. The amendment 
addresses the evaluation of the current mental health board demonstration in Region V but does not 
presuppose that the demonstration will be expanded statewide. The amendment also does the following: 

Because the department has not been able to establish a demonstration in Region I as required in Public 
Law 1991, chapter 781, that requirement is deleted and the department is given discretion to establish a 
demonstration in any rural region; 

Public Law 1991, chapter 781 limited the demonstration to adult mental health services. That limitation 
is removed to enable consideration of adding children's mental health and developmental disability 
services to the demonstration; 

As in the original bill, the reporting date for the demonstration project is extended one year to 
January, 1995. In addition, the amendment requires the Commissioner of Mental Health and Mental 
Retardation to appoint a task force and makes the task force responsible for the report, rather than 
placing that responsibility directly on the commissioner. Also, the topics to be addressed in the report 
are expanded to include estimates of central bureaucracy savings to be derived by implementation of local 
boards; the relationship between the boards and providers; the relationship between boards and the 
Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation; and the role of boards in children's services; 

Under Public Law 1991, chapter 781, authority for the demonstration project sunsets on October 1, 1994. 
That sunset date is changed to October l, 1995; and 

A fiscal note is added to the bill. 

LDl668 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Ensure Accessibility to Mental Retardation 
Services for Persons Who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing 

SPONSOR(S) 
TREAT 
ADAMS 

COMMITI'HB REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMHNDMBNTS ADOPTED 
H-750 

PUBLIC 519 

This bill requires the Division of Mental Retardation to ensure that mental retardation programs funded 
or licensed by the bureau provide appropriate accommodations and services to persons who are deaf or hard 
of hearing. The bill also requires the deaf services coordinator in the Division of Mental Health to 
serve on a departmentwide basis. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT A (H-750) makes the following changes to the original bill. 

The bill's provisions to ensure access to services for persons with mental retardation who are deaf or 
hard-of-hearing are merged with existing law regarding access to services for persons with mental illness 
who are deaf or hard-of-hearing. 
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