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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee’s summaries.

The committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor in
each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All adopted amendments
are listed, by paper number (e.g., H-584 or $-222), together with the sponsor for floor
amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various types of final
action are abbreviated as follows:

PUBLIC XXX Chapter # of enacted Public Law
P&S XXX Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
RESOLVE XXX Chapter # of enacted Resolve -
CON RES XXX Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
EMERGENCY Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
CARRIED OVER Bill carried over to Second Session
ONTP Ought Not to Pass report accepted
ENACTMENT FAILED Bill failed to get majority vote
INDEF PP Bill Indefinitely Postponed
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
DIED BETWEEN BODIES House & Senate disagree; bill died
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE Committee of Conference formed but unable to agree
VETO SUSTAINED Legislature failed to override Governor’s Veto
UNSIGNED Not signed by Governor within 10 days
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT Action incomplete when session ended; bill died

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. But,
this document was produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including secretaries: Charlene
Raymond and Valarie Parlin.

If you have any suggestions or comments on these summaries, please let us know.
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The amendment also creates a one-year project position at the State Planning Office, funded by federal
grant monies, for the purposes of providing staff support for the project. The requirements of this
resolve are in effect only if that grant is received and the project position is established.

LD 842 An Act to Require Public Notice of Unusual Radioactive ONTP
Emissions
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
TITCOMB ONTP

SUMMARY

This bill would have required any nuclear power plant operating in this State to give 24-hour notice of a
planned radioactive release of at least 100 curies within a 24-hour period and to provide a toll-free
number to answer questions relating to unusual radioactive emissions.

LD 863 Resolve, to Establish a Land Swap in Carrabassett Valley RESOLVE 12
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
DEXTER oTP H-329  JACQUES

SUMMARY

This resolve authorizes the exchange of certain lands between the State and Sugarloaf Mountain
Corporation.

House amendment "A" (H-329) adds a fiscal note to the Resolve.

LD 866 An Act to Allow the State to Enter into an Agreement with CARRIED OVER
the State of South Carolina Concerning the Disposal of
Low-level Radioactive Waste

SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
BARTH

SUMMARY

This bill exempts compacts or agreements made with the State of South Carolina for the storage of
low-level radioactive waste from the statewide ratification provisions of current law. This bill was
carried over to the Second Regular Session.

LD 871 An Act to Confirm when Site Location of Development Approval PUBLIC 366
Is Unnecessary EMERGENCY
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
LORD OTP-AM H-504
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SUMMARY

Under current Taw, the sale or lease of lots to an abutting owner is not considered to be a subdivision
of property for purposes of the Site Location of Development law, unless the sale or lease is intended to
circumvent that law. The Department interprets this provision to require the owner of land in an already
approved development to seek new or revised approval under the site law for the sale or lease of abutting
land owned by the developer if the land was not part of the already approved development. The bill
provides that lots sold to an abutting landowner in a subdivision previously approved by DEP are not
included in that subdivision and are exempt from review under the Site law. Further development on that
Tot would be subject to review.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-504) replaces the bill. It provides that the transfer of contiguous lots by
developers is only exempt if the land being transferred was not owned by the developer when that person
obtained the subdivision permit from the Department of Environmental Protection under the site location
of development laws. It also provides that further division of the transferred land must be reviewed
under the site location of development laws.

LD 877 An Act to Improve Forest Management for Small Owner-managed ONTP
Woodlots
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
TREAT ONTP
PEARSON
GOULD R A
SUMMARY

This bill would have required a timber harvester to provide a landowner with a model contract outlining
some of the details of the harvest before cutting may commence.

This bill also would have allowed the Maine State Board of Licensure for Professional Foresters to levy a
financial penalty of up to $100 on a licensed professional forester for conduct or performance not
befitting a licensed professional forester. The bill would have allowed the board to revoke a license
after 3 penalties. The bill also would have reduced the standard for license revocation from gross
negligence to negligence and required the Maine Forest Service to review methods to institutionalize a
program to train and certify logging professionals.

LD 879 An Act to Promote More Effective Input to Environmental ONTP
Regulation
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
GOULD R A ONTP

SUMMARY

This bill would have established 5 to 7 regional councils to make decisions on environmental permit and
license decisions that are precedent-setting or controversial and to take over the current role of the
Board of Environmental Protection in enforcement matters. The regional councils would have consisted of
7 members from within their respective geographic areas. Three members of each council would have been
required to have had experience as municipal officials. The bill also would have charged the regional
councils with collecting local input and disseminating information to the public. The Commissioner of
Environmental Protection would have been charged with supporting the functions of the regional councils
and aligning the regional offices to enhance their effectiveness.
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