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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee’s summaries.

The committee report or reports, the prime sponsor for each bill and the lead co-sponsor in
each house if one has been designated are listed below each bill title. All adopted amendments
are listed, by paper number (e.g., H-584 or $-222), together with the sponsor for floor
amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. Various types of final
action are abbreviated as follows:

PUBLIC XXX Chapter # of enacted Public Law
P&S XXX Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
RESOLVE XXX Chapter # of enacted Resolve -
CON RES XXX Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
EMERGENCY Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
CARRIED OVER Bill carried over to Second Session
ONTP Ought Not to Pass report accepted
ENACTMENT FAILED Bill failed to get majority vote
INDEF PP Bill Indefinitely Postponed
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
DIED BETWEEN BODIES House & Senate disagree; bill died
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE Committee of Conference formed but unable to agree
VETO SUSTAINED Legislature failed to override Governor’s Veto
UNSIGNED Not signed by Governor within 10 days
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT Action incomplete when session ended; bill died

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. But,
this document was produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including secretaries: Charlene
Raymond and Valarie Parlin.

If you have any suggestions or comments on these summaries, please let us know.
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LD 318 An Act to Protect Reproductive Privacy in Maine PUBLIC 61

SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
CAHILL oTP - MAJ
CONLEY ONTP MIN
FARNSWORTH
SUMMARY

The bill reaffirms current state policy on a woman's right to terminate a pregnancy. The bill repeals
the law concerning parental notification of a minor's decision to have an abortion that has been
superseded by a more recent law. The bill also repeals the provision of law that requires a woman to
wait 48 hours after seeing a physician before she may have an abortion. The repealed provisions were
permanently enjoined in 1983 by Judge Gignoux for the United States District Court, who determined that
these provisions represented unconstitutional restrictions of access to abortion under Roe v. Wade. The
bi1l retains some of the provisions requiring the informed consent of the woman.

House Amendment "A" (H-101) would have required a physician to develop written informational materials to
be provided to a pregnant woman prior to an abortion. The materials must comply with statutory
requirements and must be approved by the Department of Human Services. Not adopted.

House Amendment "B" (H-102) would have prohibited multiple abortions for the purpose of birth control or
limiting the size of a family. Not adopted.

House Amendment "C" (H-103) would have limited the term "health" to actual physical health risks and
prohibits expansive interpretations that could effectively authorize abortion on demand. Not adopted.

House Amendment "D" (H-104) would have required an abortion to be performed in a manner that is best
calculated to preserve the life of the fetus and would have required that a 2nd physician be present to
provide all appropriate care to the fetus after birth. Not adopted.

House Amendment "E" (H-105) would have required that enhanced information about the gestational stage of
a fetus and about the provisions of law governing child support and adoption be provided to a pregnant
woman. Not adopted.

House Amendment "F" (H-107) would have added a referendum clause to the bill, requiring a statewide vote
in November on the following question: "Do you favor enactment of a law declaring that it is the public
policy of the State not to restrict abortion?" Not adopted.

House Amendment "G" (H-108) would have prohibited abortions for the purpose of gender selection. Not
adopted.

House Amendment "H" (H-109) would have struck the section of the bill that repeals the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 22, section 1597, which requires parental notice prior to abortions on minors. Not
adopted.

House Amendment "I" (H-112) would have replaced the last 3 sections of the bill and instead repeal only
the language enjoined by the court in 1983. Not adopted.

House Amendment "J" (H-113) would have directed a health care provider to give a woman for whom that
provider is performing a pregnancy test an information sheet on the options available to her if she is
pregnant. The information sheet must contain the appropriate telephone numbers within the Department of
Human Services for a woman to call if she wants information on adoption, abortion and family financial
support services. The Department of Human Services would have been responsible for the preparation and
distribution of this sheet. Not adopted. '
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House Amendment "K" (H-126) would have added a referendum clause to the bill, requiring a statewide vote
in November on the following question: "Do you favor the enactment of "An Act to Protect Reproductive
Privacy in Maine?" Not adopted.

House Amendment "L" (H-128) would have added a referendum clause to the bill, requiring a statewide vote
in November on the following question: "Do you favor the enactment of a law declaring that the State may
not restrict a woman's exercise of her private decision to terminate a pregnancy before viability or
after viability when necessary to protect the mother's life or health?" Not adopted.

House Amendment "M" (H-129) would have established a procedure by which the Department of Human Services
can develop a health care information sheet that fully informs a woman of her choices and the services
that are available to her. Not adopted.

LD 355 An Act to Require Restitution Rather Than Incarceration for ONTP
Certain Crimes
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
MARSHALL ONTP

SUMMARY

The bill would have required the imposition of restitution instead of incarceration for crimes of theft
that do not involve bodily injury or the use of a weapon. Restitution would be equal to 4 times the
value of income-producing property and 2 times the value of property that is not income-producing
property. If there is a default in payment, the offender would be returned to court for further
disposition.

LD 380 An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Visitation Rights ONTP
SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
NORTON ONTP

SUMMARY

The bill would have required the court to enforce visitation rights and other rights of contact through
the imposition of fines, terms of imprisonment and any other appropriate sanctions available to the
court. The bill would have subjected parents making false allegations before the court to appropriate
court sanctions, including the award of attorney's fees. The bill would have declared that the
remarriage of one parent or a change in the membership of a household with whom a parent lives is a
substantial change in circumstances.

LD 381 An Act to Enact a New Article on Negotiable Instruments in PUBLIC 293
and to Make Necessary Conforming Amendments to the Uniform
Commercial Code

SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED
CONLEY OTP-AM $-191

SUMMARY

The bill enacts changes recommended by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws as
revisions to the Uniform Commercial Code, Article 3, on negotiable instruments. Part A of the bill
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