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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

All adopted amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., H - 584 or S - 222), together 
with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. 
Various types of fmal action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBUCXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVE XXX 
CON RES XXX 
EMERGENCY 
CARRIED OVER 

Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter # of enacted Resolve 
Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 

FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
ONTP 
LVWD 
INDEFPP 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
VEra SUSTAINED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Bill carried over to 2nd Session 
Billfailed to get 2/3 vote 

Ought Not to Pass report accepted 
Leave to Withdraw report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
House & Senate disagree; bill died 

Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when 1 st session ended 

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. But, 
this document was produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including secretaries: Charlene 
Raymond and Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who coordinated preparation of the 
overall document. 

If you have any suggestions or comments on these summaries, please let us know. 



LD 1932 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Correct a Conflict in the Law Relating to 
Sentencing Considerations and Appellate Review 

SPONSOR(S) 
PARADIS P 
MARTIN J 
CAHILL P 
CLARK N 

COMMlTfEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-662 

PUBLIC 525 
EtERGENCY 

The purpose of this bill is to modify the sentencing review procedure to resolve conflicting sentencin9 
criteria in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title l7-A, section 1151; Title 17-A, section 1252-8; Title l7-A. 
section 1257, subsection 2; and Title 17-A, section 1323 and other locations within Title 17-A with the 
appellate review provisions in Title 15, chapter 306-A. The bill specifies that the Supreme Judicial 
Court, sitting as a reviewing court, is required to consider the same statutorily mandated criteria as 
the original sentencing court. In addition, the bill specifies that the sentencing court, which has had 
the opportunity to view the defendant through the course of a trial or other court proceeding and has had 
the opportunity to view the victim of the defendant's crime, may not have its judgment substituted by an 
appellate court unless the sentencing court has abused its discretion by failing to adequately consider 
the statutorily mandated criteria. The bill provides for the remanding of cases for resentencing in 
those cases when the Law Court finds that an abuse of discretion has occurred. The bill also clarifies 
that the full range of sentencing must be available to a sentencing court in every case. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-662) replaces the bill. The amendment includes factors that a sentencing 
judge considers as the factors the Supreme Judicial Court, sitting as a reviewing court, is required to 
consider. In addition to the nature of the offense, the character of the offender and the protection of 
the public interest, the amendment requires the court to consider the effect of the offense on the vieti. 
and any other relevant sentencing factors recognized under law. The term "law" is used to refer to no~ 
only statutorily required factors, but also considerations that have been developed through case law. 
The amendment requires the Supreme Judicial Court to remand the case to the sentencing court for 
resentencing if relief from the original sentence is necessary. The Supreme Judicial Court is not 
authorized to substitute its own sentence for the trial court sentence. The Maine Rules of Criminal 
Procedure, Rule 40A already addresses which judge or justice conducts proceedings or resentences on 
remand. 

LD 1944 

SUMMARY 

An Act Appropriating Funds to Provide Civil Rights Liability 
Insurance Coverage to the Department of the Attorney General 

SPONSOR(S) 
PRAY 
MARSANO 
CLARK N 
MAYO 

COMMlTfEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ItIJEF pp 

The bill would have provided funds to the Department of the Attorney General to purchase civil rights 
liability coverage and to pay the deductible on an existing claim for payment of attorney's fees in 
Auburn Police Union v. Tierney. Payment of the premium and the deductible would have enabled the Risk 
Management Division to cover the payment of court-awarded attorney's fees in that case. (Not referred to 
Committee.) 

-Judiciary 61 
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