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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

All adopted amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., H - 584 or S - 222), together 
with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. 
Various types of fmal action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBUCXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVE XXX 
CON RES XXX 
EMERGENCY 
CARRIED OVER 

Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter # of enacted Resolve 
Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 

FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
ONTP 
LVWD 
INDEFPP 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
VEra SUSTAINED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Bill carried over to 2nd Session 
Billfailed to get 2/3 vote 

Ought Not to Pass report accepted 
Leave to Withdraw report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
House & Senate disagree; bill died 

Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when 1 st session ended 

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. But, 
this document was produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including secretaries: Charlene 
Raymond and Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who coordinated preparation of the 
overall document. 

If you have any suggestions or comments on these summaries, please let us know. 



LD 1503 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Adopt the English Rule, With Exceptions, for 
Attorney's Fees in Litigation 

SPONSOR(S) 
RICHARDSON 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

The bill would have made the "English rule," that is, that the losing party in civil litigation should 
pay the attorney's fees of the winning party, applicable to many forms of civil litigation in Maine. The 
bill included specific exemptions from the English rule in certain cases. The bill would have instructed 
the court to award attorney's fees only to the extent that such fees are reasonable. The bill would have 
allowed the court to allocate the attorney's fees based on the extent to which specific parties prevailed 
on different issues. The bill would have preserved and strengthened the offer of judgment procedure in 
the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 68, by providing that a party who declines an offer of judgment 
that is equal to or more favorable than the relief actually obtained has to pay the opposing party's 
attorney's fees from the date of the offer. 

LD 1508 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Clarify the Scope of Review Obtainable by the 
State When the Defendant Has Appealed to the Law Court in a 
Criminal Case 

SPONSOR(S) 
PARADIS P 
GAUVREAU 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
OTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

PUBLIC 223 

The bill clarifies that when the defendant appeals from a judgment of conviction, the State may challenge 
any pretrial court determination that constitutes harmful error without having to cross-appeal and any 
error harmful to it committed during the trial itself. 

LD 1514 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Limit the Liability of Nonprofit Food Providers 
Who Supply Meals and Other Food to Low-income and Homeless 
Persons 

SPONSOR(S) 
OLIVER 
GEAN 
LAWRENCE 
CONLEY 

COMMITTEE REPORT AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

CARRIED OVER 

The bill would add specificity to current law providing immunity to persons who donate food or distribute 
donated food for charitable activities at little or no charge. 
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