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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

All adopted amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., H - 584 or S - 222), together 
with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. 
Various types of fmal action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBUCXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVE XXX 
CON RES XXX 
EMERGENCY 
CARRIED OVER 

Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter # of enacted Resolve 
Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 

FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
ONTP 
LVWD 
INDEFPP 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
VEra SUSTAINED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Bill carried over to 2nd Session 
Billfailed to get 2/3 vote 

Ought Not to Pass report accepted 
Leave to Withdraw report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
House & Senate disagree; bill died 

Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when 1 st session ended 

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. But, 
this document was produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including secretaries: Charlene 
Raymond and Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who coordinated preparation of the 
overall document. 

If you have any suggestions or comments on these summaries, please let us know. 



IDI065 

SUMMARY 

An Act Relating to the Finalization of Divorces 

SPONSOR(S) 
GAUVREAU 
COTE 

COMMITIEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
S-142 

PlIJlIC 289 

The bill permits a divorce or annulment to be final despite the appeal of any issue concerning alimony, 
counsel fees, disposition of property or parental rights and responsibilities. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-142) replaces the bill. It allows a court to grant final judgment of a 
divorce or annulment even if other issues are appealed if a party will not be prejudiced by the action 
and there is no reason to delay the final action. 

IDI068 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Permit Collateral Source Evidence in Civil 
Actions 

SPONSOR(S) 
HOLLOWAY 
COTE 

COMMITIEE REPORT 
LV/WD 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

lV/WD 

The bill would have permitted the trier of fact to take into consideration during its deliberations on 
awarding an amount of damages evidence of collateral source payments. The bill would not have required a 
decrease of an award by the amount of the collateral source payments, but would leave the use of that 
information to the sound discretion of the trier of fact. 

IDI075 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Allow the Suspension of Fines in Certain Cases 

SPONSOR(S) 
CONLEY 

COMMITIEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
S-144 

The bill permits a judge to suspend fines without placing the defendant on probation. 

PlIJLIC 288 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-144) replaces the bill to clarify that the court may, but is not required to, 
impose probation when it sentences a person to pay a fine and suspends part or all of the fine. 

IDI086 

SUMMARY 

An Act Regarding the Statute of Limitations in Cases of 
Child Abuse and Incest 

SPONSOR(S) 
DUPLESSIS 
HOLLOWAY 
PARADIS P 

COMMITIEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-564 

PlIJLIC 551 

The bill repeals the separate statute of limitations provisions for actions brought for incest or sexual 
abuse of a minor. 
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