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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

All adopted amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., H - 584 or S - 222), together 
with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. 
Various types of fmal action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBUCXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVE XXX 
CON RES XXX 
EMERGENCY 
CARRIED OVER 

Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter # of enacted Resolve 
Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 

FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
ONTP 
LVWD 
INDEFPP 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
VEra SUSTAINED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Bill carried over to 2nd Session 
Billfailed to get 2/3 vote 

Ought Not to Pass report accepted 
Leave to Withdraw report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
House & Senate disagree; bill died 

Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when 1 st session ended 

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. But, 
this document was produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including secretaries: Charlene 
Raymond and Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who coordinated preparation of the 
overall document. 

If you have any suggestions or comments on these summaries, please let us know. 



ID992 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Amend the Mandatory Zoning and Subdivision Control 
Laws 

SPONSOR(S) 
ANDERSON 
GOULD R A 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
H-416 

PUBLIC 346 

This bill makes several technical and substantive changes to the mandatory shoreland zoning laws. It 
withdraws forested wetlands from the class of freshwater wetlands that municipalities are required to 
regulate under shoreland zoning and clarifies that streams flowing to any shoreland zoned water body or 
wetland, as well as those becoming rivers, are regulated. 

The bill requires that municipalities be notified by the commissioner before minimum guidelines are 
imposed. The requirement for a hearing in every case is removed. A new provision allows local planning 
boards to exceed the 40% limitation on cutting in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 439-A, 
subsection 5, paragraph A, if certain requirements are met. The bill also changes the annual reporting 
requirement for municipalities to a biennial one. 

The committee amendment (H-416) repeals a requirement for each municipality to submit a copy of each 
variance request to the Commissioner of Environmental Protection. It also stipulates that any exception 
for timber harvesting be carried out in accordance with the purposes of shoreland zoning. The amendment 
also adds a fiscal note to the bill. 

IDI001 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Authorize the Board of Environmental Protection to 
Adopt Rules Relating to the Proximity of Solid Waste 
Facilities to Property Boundaries on Islands 

SPONSOR(S) 
HOGLUND 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
LV/WD 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

LVIWD 

This bill would have required the Board of Environmental Protection to establish less stringent municipal 
solid waste transfer station setback requirements for islands and to provide for variances from the 
established setback. 

ID 1002 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Clarify the Water Quality Standards for Existing 
Hydroelectric Facilities 

SPONSOR(S) 
HOGLUND 
PRAY 
ANDERSON 
MARSH 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
LV/WD 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

LVIWD 

This bill would have changed the standards protecting water quality in impoundments by limiting 
regulatory review to the chemical aspects of water quality and eliminating consideration of the 
designated uses of the water quality classification in question. The bill would have also eliminated 
consideration of aquatic life and habitat standards within an impoundment so long as those standards were 
met above and below the impoundment. 
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