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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

All adopted amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., H - 584 or S - 222), together 
with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. 
Various types of fmal action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBUCXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVE XXX 
CON RES XXX 
EMERGENCY 
CARRIED OVER 

Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter # of enacted Resolve 
Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 

FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
ONTP 
LVWD 
INDEFPP 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
VEra SUSTAINED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Bill carried over to 2nd Session 
Billfailed to get 2/3 vote 

Ought Not to Pass report accepted 
Leave to Withdraw report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
House & Senate disagree; bill died 

Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when 1 st session ended 

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. But, 
this document was produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including secretaries: Charlene 
Raymond and Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who coordinated preparation of the 
overall document. 

If you have any suggestions or comments on these summaries, please let us know. 



LD978 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Clarify the Burden of Proof in Workers' 
Compensation Cases Involving Issues Concerning the Search 
for Work 

SPONSOR(S) 
REED G 
EMERSON 
BENNETT 

COMMITI'EE REPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

This bill established that an injured employee who has recovered partial work capacity has the burden of 
proving that suitable work that the employee is able to perform is not regularly and continuously 
available to the employee for workers' compensation purposes. 

ID984 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Amend the Workers' Compensation Law 

SPONSOR(S) 
MCKEEN 
RAND 

COMMITI'EE REPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

This bill removed the exemption from common law liability applicable under workers' compensation law to 
employers and supervisors in situations of gross negligence or violation of governmental or occupational 
health and safety standards resulting in injury or death to an employee. 

LD998 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Provide Provisional Orders for Workers' 
Compensation Cases 

SPONSOR(S) 
CONLEY 
MARTIN J 

COMMITI'EE REPORT 
ONTP 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ONTP 

This bill authorized the workers' compensation commissioner to issue provisional orders requiring an 
insurer or employer to make payments pending final decision. The commissioner was required to find the 
following, by clear and convincing evidence, prior to issuing an order: that the employee is suffering 
from a severely incapacitating injury, that the employee and the employee's dependents are financially 
necessitous and that the employee is likely to obtain compensation for the injury at the final decision. 
It included credit for the employer when a final order is issued. Overpayments were to be reimbursed to 
the employer from the Second Injury Fund. There was a circuit breaker for the fund through prevention of 
further provisional orders when the fund balance was below $400,000. 
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