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This document is a compilation of the bill summaries prepared by this office for the Joint 
Standing Committees and Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The volume is 
organized alphabetically by committee; within each committee, the summaries are arranged by 
LD number. A subject index is provided at the beginning of each committee's summaries. 

All adopted amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., H - 584 or S - 222), together 
with the sponsor for floor amendments. Final action on each bill is listed to the right of the title. 
Various types of fmal action are abbreviated as follows: 

PUBUCXXX 
P&SXXX 
RESOLVE XXX 
CON RES XXX 
EMERGENCY 
CARRIED OVER 

Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 

Chapter # of enacted Resolve 
Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 

Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 

FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT 
ONTP 
LVWD 
INDEFPP 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES 
VEra SUSTAINED 
UNSIGNED 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT 

Bill carried over to 2nd Session 
Billfailed to get 2/3 vote 

Ought Not to Pass report accepted 
Leave to Withdraw report accepted 

Bill Indefinitely Postponed 
House & Senate disagree; bill died 

Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 
Not signed by Governor within 10 days 

Action incomplete when 1 st session ended 

These summaries were prepared by the analyst or analysts assigned to the committee. But, 
this document was produced by the efforts of all the office staff, including secretaries: Charlene 
Raymond and Valarie Parlin, and especially Laurette Knox who coordinated preparation of the 
overall document. 

If you have any suggestions or comments on these summaries, please let us know. 



ID396 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Establish a Victims' Bill of Rights 

SPONSOR(S) 
BOUTILIER 
BERUBE 
PARADIS P 
RICHARDS 

COMMITIEE REPORT 
LV/WD 

lVIWD 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

The bill would have required the Department of Corrections to notify victims when a person is released on 
or from parole, or when the person's sentence is served. Current law requires notification of the 
release of persons who committed Class A, Band C crimes only and no notice when the sentence has been 
completed for any crimes. The bill would have required the State Parole Board to consider comprehensive 
information about the convicted person applying for parole. The board would have been required to notify 
the prosecutor and the victim about any parole hearings and allow them to testify or otherwise present 
information. 

For a sex offender whose victim is a minor, the board would have been required to have a disinterested 
3rd party examine the offender to determine if that person still represents a danger to children. For a 
sex offender whose victim is a minor, the bill would have required the board to include as a condition of 
parole, if parole is granted, that the convicted person be accepted by and participate in mental health 
therapy programs designed to address the offense for which the person was convicted. 

ID424 

SUMMARY 

An Act to Enhance Protection of Children in Court 
Proceedings 

SPONSOR(S) 
BOUTILIER 
GAUVREAU 
CATHCART 
DAGGETT 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
LV/WD 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

lVIWD 

The bill would have allowed a child who is a victim of alleged abuse or neglect to provide testimony 
using closed-circuit television. However, the court would have first had to rule that the testimony of 
the child victim in the courtroom would result in the child's suffering serious emotional distress, 
limiting the child's ability to communicate. The bill also would have allowed victims of alleged abuse 
or neglect to choose up to 2 support persons to be present during the testimony of the child. 

ID427 

SUMMARY 

An Act Relating to Discrimination in Membership in Golf and 
Country Clubs 

SPONSOR(S) 
GAUVREAU 
CLARK N 
TREAT 
KETTERER 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
OTP-AM 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
S-52 

PWLIC 109 

The bill makes it illegal for golf clubs and country clubs to discriminate by specifically naming golf 
clubs and country clubs as places of public accommodation. It is a violation of the Maine Human Rights 
Act to discriminate in the provision of public accommodations on the basis of race or color, sex, 
physical or mental handicap, religion, ancestry or national origin. 
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