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ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE 
BILL SUMMARIES 

JUNE 1987 

This document is a compilation of the bill summaries 
prepared by this office for the Joint Standing Committees and 
Joint Select Committees of the Maine Legislature. The 
summaries are arranged by LO number under each committee. 

All Adopted Amendments are listed, by paper number (e.g., 
H-584 or S-222), together with the sponsor if it is a floor 
amendment or the designation "COMMITTEE" if it is a committee 
amendment. 

Final action for each bill is listed to the right of the 
title. If final House action and Senate action differ, both 
are listed. 

Please let us know if you would prefer a different format 
or additional information and if the summaries are helpful. 

Key to Committee Reports and Floor Action: 

OTP Ought to Pass 
OTP-ND Ought to Pass in New Draft 
OTP-ND-NT Ought to Pass in New Draft, New Title 
OTP-A Ought to Pass as Amended 
ONTP Ought Not to Pass 
LVWD L~ave to Withdraw 
INDEF PP Indefinitely Postponed 
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MARINE RESOURCES 

AN ACT TO PROTECT UNDERSEA CABLES. 

Sponsor: PERKINS, Zirnkilton 
Committee Report: OTP 

PL 1987 
c. 1 
EMERGENCY 

SUMMARY: This bill made technical corrections in the 
description of the cable area between Swan'? Island and 
Frenchboro, Long Island which was closed by the Legislature 
in 1985 to all forms of dragging. The bill also changed 
the penalty provisions for dragging in the cable area from 
civil to criminal. Civil penalty provisions were not 
considered a strong enough deterrent to prevent fishermen 
from dragging the cable area. Criminal penalty provisions 
give marine patrol officers the authority to issue 
summonses and make arrests. 

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE DESTRUCTION OF LOBSTER 
GEAR. 

Sponsor: RICE 
Committee Report: ONTP-OTP 

ONTP 

SUMMARY: This bill, sponsored on behalf of the Maine 
Lobstermen's Association· (MLA), would have made it illegal 
to install, repair, or operate an automatic line cutting 
device commonly known as "spurs" in Maine waters. MLA 
contends that they suffer tremendous trap losses from spurs 
each year. The Committee felt that DMR's enforcement of 
this bill would be very difficult, especi~lly with the 
influx of out-of-state boaters in the summer. A similar 
bill was vetoed by the Governor in the 112th session. 

LD 
13 

AN ACT RELATING TO THE USE OF PARAVANES. ONTP 

Sponsor: SCARPINO 
Committee Report: ONTP-12 OTP-A-1 

SUMMARY: Paravanes are bird-shaped stabilizing devices 
mounted on outriggers used by commercial fishing vessels. 
Paravanes have the potential to damage lobster gear when 
submerged by catching hold of trap lines and dragging traps 
considerable distances. This bill would have outlawed 
their use except when a vessel is actively fishing. The 
Committee, citing safety concerns and the difficulty of 
enforcing the bill, voted ONTP. The sponsor amended the 
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