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P.>25 AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A MAINE-NEW HAMPSHIRE 
BOUNDARY COMMISSION 
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SUMMARY: 

1539 

LO 1525, proposing the creation of a Maine-New Hampshire 
8oundary Commission to es tab.Lish a .Latera.L rn_a_ri_n,~ bouncjary. 
is being held until the Second Regular Session. Similar 
legislation was vetoed by Governor Sununu of New Hampshire 
and the State Senate upheld his veto. 

RESOLVE, CONCERNING THE OWNERSHIP OF LITTLE 
JEWELL ISLAND 

HOUSE Ref'd to Committee 
SENATE Ref'd to Committee 
GOV 

CLARK N 

SUMM~RY: 
LO 1539 is being held by the Committee until the S~cond 
Regular Session. This resolve proposed to give ownership 
and title of Littl~ Jewell Island to Mary Cu~hing Anderson 
of Freeport. Mrs. Anderson and her husband hoped to obtain 
ownership of the island in Casco Bay by adverse possession. 
The Andersons paid taxes on the buildings but not on the 
land to the Town of Cumberland. The Andersons did not 
purchase the Island but settled on it. 

The State purchased the island 19 years following the 
Anderson's use of the Island and thereby terminated the 
efforts of the Andersons to gain ownership through adverse 
possession which requires 20 years of 11 squatters 11 use. The 
Amdersons took their case to the Superior and the State 
Supr1:!me Courts. 

The Courts ruled against the Andersons and declared the 
State to be the legal owner of Little Jewell Island. As a 
result, the Andersons took their case to the State 
Legislature and sought to obtain ownership of the island by 
legislative transfer of the title. 

Since the State used 
of Jewell Island and 
public recreational 
federal penalties. 
property in lieu of 

matching federal funds to purchase part 
all of Little Jewell Island for 

use transfer of title would invoke 
The alternative is to find comparable 
Jewell and Little Jewell Islands. 
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