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SUMMARY: 
LD 1353 authorizes legislators to run for State civil office 
which pays a salary, wage, or rate of compensation. 
Following appointment, the legislator appointed to the 
position is required to surrender his/her seat in the 
Legislature. Current law prohibits a legislator from 
accepting a civil office of profit to which he has been 
appointed and which requires legislative approval. 

This law is part of the government reform legislation sparked 
by Watergate. The arguments against the proposal asserted 
that: 

1. legislators are elected by the general public to a 
specified turn of office and are not elected to go to 
Augusta to be appointed to. a state position, and 

2. legislators are in a position to obtain favors which 
may (or may not) involve a conflict of interest with 
respect to accepting an appointment to civil office. 

Proponents of the bill argued that in some cases, legislators 
are the best candidate for a particular position and possess 
both knowledge and experience requir~d of the job. 
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