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AN ACT TO REQUIRE CAMPAIGN OINTRI-  Kany arp
BUTIONS TO BE REPCRTED IN THE
LCBBYIST DISCLCSURE LAW

SOMMARY: ID 768 proposed to amend the Lobbyist disclosure law to
require campaign contributions provided by a political action comittee
to an elected legislative official, via a lobbyist to be reported under
the lobbyist disclosure law. The campaign contribution would be deemed
a lobbyist expense.

Presently there are 3 major laws that affect legislators with
respect to contributions. The Campaign Reports and Finances Law (21
MRSA, Chapter 35) requires scheduled reporting of contributions by the
candidates during their campaigns. If, at the end of a campaign, a
candidate has less than $50 of contributions, no more reports are
required. If the candidate or elected official receives campaign
contributions following the closing of his/her books the contributions
do not have to be reported.

The second law is the Lobbyist disclosure law (3 MRSA, Chapter 15)
which requires lobbyist to submit monthly disclosure reports during
legislative sessions, a post session disclosure report within 30 days
following adjourmment of the Legislature, and an annual disclosure
report. These lobbyist diseclosure reports include, among many items ,
all expenditures made to any legislative official or the official's
immediate family, the names of the recipients and the dates of the
expendi tures.

The Third law is the Conflict of Interest Law (Title 1, Chapter 25).
Among many provisions this law prohibits a legislator from voting on
questions in connection with the confliect. It is presumed that the
disclosure of contributions, in many cases, alleviates the legislator
fran the restriction on voting on questions of interest to the
contr ibutor.
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