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289 AN Per TO IN:LIDE POIERlY 
TAX .ABAnMENTS IN NEI' 
mNERAL ASSISTANCE cn;TS 

Rep. Baker MAJ-cNIP 
MIN-OIP-A 
ffiE-P£0>T CNIP 
SEN-IIDEF. PP 

S'll\t'MRY: The bill would have made property tax abatsnents granted by nuni­
cipal i ties to persons unable to pay because of poverty a 
reimburseable cost under the General Assistance progran. The state 
reimburssnent would not be autanatic; it would only help those 
cCJJillUnities that were eligible for reimburssnent because their 
General Assistance costs were above .003 of their 1981 property tax 
evaluation. 

349 

The cannittee .Amendnent (H-242) required that the guidelines for 
granting property tax abatsnents be formally adopted by the 
llUJnicipality. 

Many felt.the bill was a form of tax reform; others felt it would 
help only the larger towns. 

AN Per TO PREVENI' aNI'AMINA­
TICN CF MII.K nmarH nm 
IBE CF R:RMAIDHIYDE 

Rep. McCollister LV/VO 
HSE-NXPT LV /VO 
SEN-NXPT LV /VO 

S'll\t'MRY: The bill would have made it illegal to sell milk or milk products 
produced or stored in places having urea-formaldehyde insulation. 

478 

Testimony fran the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Resources indicated that the Department was not aware of any farm 
buildings with this type of insulation, nor any studies showing the 
use of this type of insulation to be a problen. 

The bill was withdrawn, and a letter was sent to the caimissioner 
asking that the Department publicize concerns about this problsn to 
dairy farmers and milk processors. 

AN Per TO PIOIF.Cr nm HFAL'IH Rep. Ket OV er 
CF OIIIDREN BY PKHIBITIID 1lIE 
!REE DIS1RIBUI'ICN CF CIGARErnS 

MAJ-OIP 
MIN-cNIP 
RSE-ENACI'. 
SEN-ENACI'. 
CDI-SIGNID 
PL 83, c. 239 

S'C.l\fMRY: The bill prohibited the distribution of cigarettes or other 
tobacco products in public areas ( including in or near schools and 
parks) or in c<J11J10n areas of private buildings, shopping centers or 
malls. A fine of between $20 and $50 would result for each hour of 
violating the law. 

The intent of the bill was to enlarge the prohibition against 
distributing cigarettes to children by making sure cigarettes 
distributed to adults would not be discarded in areas where children 
might gain access to thsn. 
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548 

The bill was snended in the Senate (S-67) and the language 
changed to prohibit distribution of cigarettes or tobacco to children 
under 18. The current criminal code makes distribution to children 
under 16 a Class D crime, with requirement of proof beyond a 
reasonable doubt; under this snendment, there is a lesser standard of 
proof and a lesser fine. 

AN ACI' 'IO REIN5TATE 'IHE Sen. Hichens 
AUillRITY OF 'IHE DIVISICN CF 
EYE CARE 10 CARRY our CERI'AIN 
ASPECI'S OF ITS PREVENTICN CF 
BLIIDNEBS PRTIRAM 

OIP-ID 
ID 1123 

Sl.MVIARY: The bill re-established the Medical Eye Care Progrsn in the 
Division of Eye Care; it had been removed fran that division of the 
Department of Htinan Services by action of the Audit and Progrsn 
Review Cannittee in 1981. Both educational and medical progrsns 
would have been in one place. 

549 

The Department agreed that the Medical Eye Care Progrsn could be 
run equally well in either the Bureau of Rehabilitation or the Bureau 
of Health. In addition, they suggested a change in the visual acuity 
standards for receipt of medical eye services. 

AN .ACT 'IO PROVIDE ITEVIIZED 
HCEPITAL BILLS 'IO MEDICARE 
BENEFICIARIES AID MIDICAID 
RECIPIENTS 

Sen. Najarian OIP-ND 
ID 1391 

SlMMRY: The bill forbade the Department of HtJnan Services fran mal<ing 
payments to hospitals which did not provide itemized bills to 
Medicare and Medicaid patients. A similar bill before the Business 
Legislation Cannittee (ID 239) required hospitals to provide itemized 
bills to all patients. 

554 

After considerable discussion of the degree of itemization, costs 
incurred in providing these bills, the length of time after being in 
the hospital that a patient could request the itemized bill, the 
possibility of including the costs of nursing services, and when the 
patient should be informed of his or her rights to receive an 
itemized bill, the Cannittee decided on a new draft. (ID 239 was 
withdrawn.) 

AN ACI' 'IO REVISE TIIE GENERAL 
ASS I STANCE LAWS 

Sen. Carpenter OIP-ID 
ID 1764 

SUVl\'WlY: The bill was the product of discussions snong the Maine Municipal 
Association, welfate directors, the Department of Hunan Services and 
other interested parties. It established new provisions, deleted old 
ones, and reorganized the statutes for greater clarity. Among the 
major provisions were new standards for denial of assistance after 
the first application, going beyond the previous sole criterion of 
need; allowing several towns to share a district office; lengthening 
the time before a hearing; requiring aq>loyers to release wage 
information; tightening ''workfare" requirements. 
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