
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

Reproduced from electronic originals 
(may include minor formatting differences from printed original) 



Amy Lachance, Maine CDC Drinking Water Program Manager
January 2022

Lead Testing in Maine Schools



Summary of the Law

Public Law 2019, Chapter 158, An Act To Strengthen Testing for 
Lead in School Drinking Water, introduced as LD 153 and enacted 
with amendments:
• All K-12 Maine schools must sample all taps used for drinking 

or cooking
• Sampling costs cannot be transferred to schools

• An annual report must be submitted to the Legislature

Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention



Summary of the Rules

Legislative review and approval of major substantive rule, 
10-144 CMR chapter 234, Lead Testing in School Drinking 
Water Rules (Resolve 2021, chapter 44, introduced as        
LD 206, enacted as amended):
• Water must stagnate for a minimum of 8 hours
• Four parts per billion (ppb) level of concern
• Public notice must be completed within 5 days

Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention



• Used to cover sampling costs 
• Cannot be used for abatement 

Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention 



August 2021 

Pilot schools 
begin testing 

October 1, 2021 

Schools may begin ordering 
sample bottles 

May 31, 2022 

Deadline for 
schools to 
complete 
testing 
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Schools 
Not 

Tested ---~ 
87o/o 

,----_Schools 
Tested 
13°/o 

Total number of schools= 710 
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Less than 
or equal to 

4ppb 
70% 
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Greater 
~--than 4ppb 

30% 

Total number of samples analyzed: 2,380 



No abatement 
actions 

reported 
71°10 
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Schools 
engaging in 
abatement 

29°10 



Do-Not-Drink 
Signs 

Providing 
Bottled Water 

Shutting Off 
Fixtures 

Removing/ 
Replacing 

Fixture 

Adding Corrosion 
Control 

Chemicals 
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Outreach Efforts

• Webinars at multiple school conferences and organizations
• Partnered with A&L Lab and other organizations
• Webpage for public information:  www.medwp.com, under “What’s New?”

• Documents designed to help public understand lead testing (FAQ, health 
information, and understanding lead results)

• Training documents and videos for school staff
• Flyers to advertise program (distributed through six school organizations)
• School Testing Results

Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention



Follow up

•Review lab results 

•Post all test results on the DWP webpage

•Review public notices 

•Follow up with schools that are missing public notice materials

•Follow up with schools that failed to collect samples

•Answer questions from schools and parents regarding results

•DWP does not have the staff capacity to follow up on all high results

Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention



Maine CDC Drinking Water Program

Questions?
Amy Lachance

Drinking Water Program Manager
amy.lachance@maine.gov

207-557-2380
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