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Chief Justice Daniel E. Wathen examines the detail of the Maine State
Seal with Assistant Clerk of the House of Representatives, Millicent MacFarland
and Representative Thomas D, Bull (D, Freeport).

(cover photo and above by Joe Phelan, Kennebee Jonrnal)

ON THE COVER:

A custom made, four-ton granite table now graces the central conference room of the Maine
Judicial Center on Stone Street in Augusta. Maine citizen Elsie P. Viles, benevolent friend and
neighbor of the Judicial Center, once again demonstrated her generosity toward the Maine Judicial
Branch. Mrs. Viles, who donated the Judicial Center itself in 1995, sees her gifts as an expression
of her respect and affection for her native state, saying, “I look with awe at the justice department
and what they’ve accomplished, and I look with love at the state of Maine.”

The massive table, made primarily of granite quarried from Deer Isle, is an impressive work
of art. The table top, which weighs about a ton by itself, sits on three rough-carved granite
pedestals. The sharp image of the Maine State Seal, the centerpiece of the tabletop, features only
naturally colored stone. The names of Maine’s sixteen counties, arranged around the perimeter of
the table, stand out boldly against a striking border of black stone.
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Judicial Branch Recognizes
Outstanding Performances

Maine Judicial Branch Presents 1999 Awards for Excellence

By presenting its 1999 awards for excellence, the Maine Judicial Branch honored a number of Maine
citizens for their contributions toward the accomplishment of justice in the State. Supreme Court Chicf
Justice Daniel E. Wathen presided over the ceremonies, which were held in Waterville at the annual All-
Employee meeting.

The stories behind each recipient represent the commendable efforts that are made in the Courts
every day, and reflect key issues in today’s society: drug abuse, child abuse, and citizens® confidence in and
accessibility to the court system.

Mawreen Dillane of Winterport, was honored as the Judicial
Branch Volunteer of the Year. Ms. Dillane has been a volunteer with
the Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) program since its
beginning in 1985. She has served as Guardian ad Litem for more than
100 children over the past fourteen years.

As a Guardian, she has represented and advocated for children
involved in abuse and neglect cases in a number of District Courts,
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primarily Belfast and Bangor. Ms. Dillane has also actively worked to

Chicf Wathen presents the 1999 boost the CASA program itself by recruiting volunteers, participating in
Volunteer of the Year to CASA
Voluiteer Mawrveen Dillane.

CASA trainings and serving as a mentor to other volunteers. Her
contribution has been a tremendous benefit not only to CASA and the
Judicial Branch, but also to the many Maine children who have been
well protected through her strong advocacy.

The Advocates for Justice award, which recognizes
citizens who “have most effectively championed the cause of
justice in our society”, was shared by two organizations that
provide assistance to people without legal representation.
The Penobscot County Association of Legal Support
Staff and Central Maine Chapter of the National Associa-
S tion of Legal Professionals (Somerset County) volunteer
Cheryl Devvan (rt.) accepts the Advocate for their time to assure that unrepresented litigants receive some
Justice Award on bebalf of the Penobscot guidance as they attempt to navigate the court system.
County Association of Legal Support Staff.

Paralegals and legal assistants donate time and expertise to
help people fill out the many forms related to divorce or
child support. Their work helps people who do not have
lawyers, either by choice or lack of economic resources,
to assure that their paperwork is complete and acceptable
to the court. Their assistance helps to relieve some of
the stress felt by divorcing families, and is a substantial
asset not only to the litigants but also to the entire

judicial system.

Superior Court Justices Robert Crowley and
Roland Cole were presented a Special Service Award for

their work with Project Exodus (drug court) in

Representing the Somerset Chapter of the
National Associntion of Legal Professionals,
Martha Phillips(rt.) nccepts the Advocate for
Justice Award.

Cumberland County. The stories behind their work
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provided a moving moment as Chief Wathen told the audience
about the impact of their work in the drug court. Their nomina-
tion stated, “Not only did Justices Crowley and Cole have to
uphold the law, but at the same time they opened their hearts,
listening to clients and counselors every week. ...The story that
stands out the most is of the unborn child who was born addic-
tion-free. She is now a beautiful eight-month-old girl, who has
the start in life that all children deserve. If not for Project Exodus,

Justice Cole spoke briefly, expressing his appreciation for Justices Cole (It.) and Crowley (rt.) proudly
being recognized for this work, which had been the “most display their Special Service Awards.
challenging and rewarding of his eighteen years on the bench.”

Project Exodus, originally a federally funded project, was proposed
for continuance by the State in the last legislative session. The Legislature failed to provide the funding

she would have, without a doubt, been born addicred.”

necessary to continue the program.

Judicial Branch Employee of the Year was Lynda
Haskell former clerk of Franklin Superior Court and currently
Court Technology Analyst with the Office of Information
Technology. Chief Justice Daniel E. Wathen recognized Ms.
Haskell as a “true child of the court,” as the daughter of
former Farmington District Court clerk Connie Small and an
employee of the Courts since 1971. Ms. Haskell’s nomina-

i o ; tors praised her abilities to tackle any project and get it done

1999 Employee of the Year Lynda Haskell right — from production of court forms to participation in

thanks ber co-workers for the recognition. the creation and deployment of the Maine Judicial Informa-
tion System, the newly developed computerized docket for
the entire judicial branch.

In addition to recognizing the volume, quality and timeliness of work performed by Ms. Haskell, she
was also complimented for the breadth of work that she has contributed over the years, working with both the
civil and criminal rules committees, reviewing and commenting on pending legislation, and developing a
variety of instructional manuals for the clerks. Her expertise is a resource to clerks, judges and administrators
throughout the court system, who rely on her knowledge and professionalism.

Chief Wathen congratulates 25-year employees
Lindn Wavd and Carol Lee Cote.

Del LeGasse presents co-Farmington employee Ronda Nelson with a
certificate and pin for ber 15 years of service. Chief Wathen, Chief
Wescott and Ted Glessner ave there for the celebration.

all photos by Don Johnson Photography
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Message from the Chief Justice

During the last year, I have presided for at least a day in thirteen District
Courts and one Superior Court. My intent was to gain hands-on, up-to-date
experience in the lower courts so that I can more fully understand the real
world problems that exist and use that knowledge to improve the operation of
the courts. As a trial judge, 1 have decided divorces in Fort Kent, juvenile cases
in Portland, child protection cases in Bangor, and domestic violence petitions in
every court. [ have thirty-four more courts to go, but my visits have given me a
unique opportunity to see, close-up, how the stream of justice Hows in Maine.

My experience has clearly shown me the responsibility that is placed on
judges by the fact that so many persons now appear in court without a lawyer,

representing themselves “pro se.” It is a little intimidating to walk in to the

Daniel E. Watlhen % 4 3 i :
Chicf Justice, Supreme Judicinl Conrt courtroom and face fitty or more unrepresented parties. It puts the judge in a

—pholo by Tom Jones

much different position since he or she must try to assure that the pro se
litigants understand their rights and are able, to the best of their ability, to overcome procedural difficulties.

[t has been this direct experience with pro se litigants that leads me to strongly recommend that Maine begin
the process of “unbundling” legal services, Now, persons seeking legal advice must buy “full service” and not “a la
carte.” Current legal and ethical standards assume that a lawyer’s relationship with his or her client encompasses
complete representation over a period of time. Tradition, questions of liability and ethical quandaries discourage
private lawyers from offering limited services.

For many people in Maine, self-representation is an economic necessity, but they should not be cut off from the
help they need and can afford. Legal traditions are designed to serve people, not to disadvantage them. It should be
possible for a client to hire an attorney for a specific task, Such limited representation might include information,
simple case evaluation, guidance in commencing litigation, planning for court experiences or procedural assistance
with an appeal or other martters,

My time behind the District Court bench strongly reinforced my belief that Maine can and must do more to
address the pervasive problem of substance abuse that adversely impacts so many lives, so many families, and particu-
larly so many children. IfI ever had any doubt about the need for a court-supervised substance abuse treatment

program, it disappeared when I worked in Machias. In just one hour, three arraign-
ments and one child protection petition exposed me to more intravenous drug users

"For many people than I had ever seen in my entire career.
in Maine, The Juvenile Drug Treatment Court, beginning in 2000, screens for substance
self-representafion is abuse and, in partnership with the Maine Office of Substance Abuse, provides a much

y needed, court-supervised intensive treatment program. The importance of confront-
an economic i ; : :
ing and stopping substance abuse carly is underscored by the fact that a high percent-

necessity, but they age — perhaps as high as 85% — of all people involved in crime, family violence and
should not be cut off child abuse have serious substance abuse problems — primarily with alcohol.
from the help they Because of my experience in the courtroom, I can attest to the growing number

rissdrand carafford and increasing complexity of family cases coming before the Maine Courts. A single

protection from abuse hearing involved seventeen witnesses. Child protection reviews
Legal traditions are

and divorce hearings demonstrated the concentration of complicated and broken
designed fo serve relationships that are presented to the courts on a daily basis.
people, not to

disadvantage them.”






























The Superior Court

The preceding year has presented many exciting changes and challenges for the
Superior Court. Recent amendments to the Maine Rules of Civil Proceduie are expected
to yield significant improvements in the expeditious handling of pre-trial procedures and
discovery disputes. A committee chaired by Hon. Thomas E. Delahanty, 11, has promul-
gated new forms and procedures to facilitate these changes in a smooth and efficient
manner. Justice Delahanty and former Chief Justice Margaret Kravchuk embarked upon
a “rraveling road show™ to many locales around the State to explain the new procedures
to lawyers, clerks, and other interested parties. The new rules and procedures have been
well received and should simplify areas of the law which had been problematic in the past.

Our roster has remained stable for past year with one major, late breaking develop-

Andrew M. Mead
Chief Justice, Superior Conrt

ment — former Chief Justice Kravehuk has been nominated to replace Magistrate Judge
Eugene Beaulieu of the United States District Court upon his impending retirement, We
will miss her greatly, but wish her well in her new position.

The criminal module of the MEJIS computerized docket management system is fully installed and operational in
the Superior Court. Many people deserve credit for this accomplishment - the systems analysts, the programmers, the
trainers, and the clerks. The front line users, the Clerks, deserve particular praise for their positive attitude and effort.

The recently released Report of the State of Maine Court Unification Task Force proposes worthwhile modifica-
tions to our existing infrastructure. It provides a blueprint for substantive improvements in efficiency and “user friend-
liness” without discarding our existing institutional strengths. Former Chief Justice Vincent L. McKusick and all of the
individuals who invested so much time and effort on the Task Force deserve credit and our grateful appreciation for a
job well done.

In the final analysis, it is the people who make an institution work. We are blessed to have a compliment of
extraordinary people whose efforts have allowed the Superior Court operate extremely well this past year. I'm looking
ahead to another productive ang successful year,

¥

Andrew|M Mead, Chief Justice, Superior Conrt

Superior Court Justices: (front vow) Nancy Mills, Roland A. Cole, G. Arthur Brennan, Thomas E. Delabanty, II, Margaret
J. Kravchuk, Paul T. Pierson, Paul A. Fritzsche, Andrew M. Mead.

(back row) Stephen L. Perkins (actived retived), Thomas D. Warren, Thomas E. Humphrey, Donald H. Marden,

Robert E. Crowley, Francis C. Marsano, John R. Atwood, S. Kirk Studstrup, Jeffiey L. Hjelm,

Carl O. Bradford (active vetived). Absent from photo: Inn Maclnnes (active vetived). (phote by Don Johnson Photagraphy, 1999)



The District Court

Fiscal year 1999 was yet another year of great change and adaptation for
the District Court. The Court welcomed two new judges, Kevin L. Stitham and
Keith A. Powers, who replaced Thomas E. Humphrey and Jeffiey L. Hjelm, who
were appointed to the Superior Court.  Christine Foster was appointed to serve
as Deputy Chief Judge, following Judge Humphrey’s departure.

The District Court completed the first year of the new Protective Custody
Case Management system. Credit goes to the judges and clerks who worked
heard to create and administer the Case Management system. The Oversight
Committee, chaired by Judge Christine Foster, is reviewing the process to sce
what improvements can be made.

The Family Division of the District Court completed a successful year,

thanks to the Case Management Officers, Judges and Clerks who run that divi-

Michael N. Wescott . " v " o . . . T

5.0 W " 510N, Ch:m €S were n]ﬂ.dl. Lo 1hL system to ¢ It more user F.

Chief Judge, District Court : & ) . ; y ; mak : " ; l‘ i fntndf3 T'he
—photo by Tom Jones Oversight Committee will continue to monitor the Family Division and to make

recommendations on improving the system, The Clerks are recognized for their
hard work and dedication; case management demands substantially more work from the clerks’ offices.

This year also saw the deployment of the MEJIS system for the criminal docket in District Court, The system has
required the clerks to re-hone their skills and to learn a new process for docketing criminal cases. The clerks were also
helpful with suggestions on how to simplify the process.

During this year, plans for opening the Juvenile Drug Treatment Court were made. Judges Gunther, Perry, Field,
Powers and Levy cach chaired local committees which were instrumental in drawing up the final procedures to be
followed in the Court, Thanks to those judges and to the clerks who worked with them on those committees to make
this possible.

A final word of thanks goes to Wendy Rau, Kathy Jones and Hannah Osborne who helped make sense out of the
multitude of cases dealing with families and children. Thanks also to the Regional Court Administrators, Rob Miller,
Deb Hjort, Jeff Henthorn and Norm Ness, who provided much needed help to the District Court in various ways,
including working with construction projects, court scheduling and personnel issues.

The District Court continues to change at a rapid rate, such that there is a dramatic transformation with the way
the court interacts with the community.  Again, the women and men of the District Court who have created,
implemented and coped with the rapid and drastic shifts are commended for their exemplary performance and

outstanding achievement.

S o T e TS~

Michael N. Wescott, Chief Judge, District Court

S A N

District Court Judges: (first vow) Jolm V. Romei, Andre G. Janelle, Ronald A. Daigle, Thomas E. Humphery,
Michael N. Westcott, Joseph H. Field, Courtland D. Perry, I, Bernard C. Staples, Peter J. Goranites.

(back row) Vendean V. Vafiades, Jon D. Levy, Willinm R. Anderson, Ronald D. Russell, John B. Belivean,
David B. Griffiths, Ellen A. Gorman, E. Paul Eggert, Jessie B. Gunther, Robert E. Mullen, Rae Ann French,
Panl A, Cote, Jr., Christine Foster, Jeffiey L. Hjelm, Douglas A. Clapp, Roland Beaudoin,

Absent from photo: Jane S. Bradley, James E. MacMichael, Keith A. Powers, John C. Sheldon, Kevin L. Stitham, Joyce A.
Wheeler. (photo by Tom Jones, 1997)

FY'99 Maine Judicial Branch Annual Report













