MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




The Commission to Study the Growth of
Tax-exempt Property in Maine’s Towns,
Cities, Counties and Regions

February 1996

by
Roy W. Lenardson, Legislative Analyst
Shirrin Blaisdell, Legislative Analyst

Research assistance provided by Darlene Shores Lynch, Senior Researcher

Office of Policy and Legal Analysis
Room 107, State House Station 13
Augusta, Maine 04333
(207) 287-1670






Commission to Study the Growth of Tax-Exempt Property
in Maine’s Towns, Cities, Counties and Regions

Membership

Senator David L. Carpenter, Chairman
Senator Norman K. Ferguson, Jr.
Senator Susan W. Longley
Representative Douglas J. Ahearne
Representative Fred L. Richardson
Representative Verdi L. Tripp
Orlando Delogu

Anthony J. Donovan

Harry H. Dresser, Jr. **

John P. Erler Vice-Chairman
Thomas Ford

Linda B. Gifford

Audrey Goucher

James Hatch

Frank Kelly

David Ledew

Thomas A. Rumpf

Erik M. Stumpfel

Jim Thomas

John C. Wiesendanger **

** Denotes members who have submitted minority reports.






TABLE OF CONTENTS

Executive Summary
Introduction
The Growth of Tax Exempt Property in Maine

Recommendations

Appendix A - Minority Report A

Appendix B - Minority Report B

Appendix C - Authorizing Legislation

Appendix D - Recommended Legislation

Appendix E - Municipal Data

14

18

20

22

27


























































































Quasi Municipal

Churches
% of Statewide
Tax Exempt Churches
Top 20 Total

Churches

Municipal
Property Value

% of % of Total
Tax Exempt Quasi-Muni Municipal
Top 20 Total Property Value

leermore Falls

Hospitals Charitable
% of % of Total % of % of Total
Tax Exempt Hospitals Municipal Tax Exempt Charitable Municipal
Top 20 Total Property Value Top 20 Total Property Value

Bar Harbor

Boothbay Harbor
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Source: 1994 Municipal Valuation Return Statistical Summary.



Pollution Control

Veteran Valuation

% of % of Total
Tax Exempt Pollution Cont, ~ Municipal
' Top 20 Total Property Value

Tax Exempt
Top 20

% of
Veteran Val.
Total

% of Total
Municipal
Property Value

Public Water Water Supply
% of % of Total % of % of Total
Tax Exempt Public Water Municipal Tax Exempt Water Supply Municipal
Top 20 Total Property Value Top 20 Total Property Value

Source: 1994 Municipal Valuation Return Statistical Summary.
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Airports Sewage Facilities

% of % of Total % of % of Total
Tax Exempt Public Airport Municipal Tax Exempt Sewage Fac. Municipal
Top 20 Total Property Value Top 20 Total Property Value

Smithfield
*Less than .1 percent

Fraternal Organizations Service Clubs
% of % of Total % of % of Total
Tax Exempt Fraternal Orgs. Municipal Tax Exempt Service Clubs Municipal
Top 20 Total Property Value Top 20 Total Property Value

*Less than .1 percent
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Source: 1994 Municipal Valuation Return Statistical Summary.



Chambers of Commerce/Boards of Trade A Paraplegic Veterans

% of % of Total % of % of Total
Tax Exempt C of C & Brd Municipal Tax Exempt Paraplegic Municipal
Top 20 Total Property Value Top 20 Total Property Value

an
dgton

Damariscotta

*Less than .1 percent *Less than .1 percent
Blind Private Airports
% of % of Total % of % of Total
Tax Exempt Blind Municipal Tax Exempt Private Airport Municipal
Top 20 Total Property Value Top 20 Total Property Value

&
D

Bid

*Less than .1 percent *Less than .1 percent
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Source: 1994 Municipal Valuation Return Statistical Summary.



