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I h~!:ewith submtt my 1Ci2>port of my i.~west1.g&tion of i ;.;land titles on th<e 
coaut of Maine. which baa bee~ in progr@ss. with such ttme aa I could devot~ 
to ~Hun.a t 13incttl July of 191.3. --said invest.lgat1.on being .u1ad._,. for ytm.r offic<f.:' 
•wder Rt<Ht)h/'11! of .t9lJ~ Chapter lBO. 

trrom the Gt.!~tfilnt~nt. of f&etS~ accompJH1yi.ngp it appeuu:s thltt the obj~ct of 
the !l:·etJolvl!'! :b1 to d®termin.e .,~·hat illllttods along thl!! cc;.r,uH:. 6 the State of Ma.lne 
.~uu retains titl~ to; a.nd its context would indicate that ~Vtlm the amaU.er 
!.~ t&nd!~ .:lnd ledgef~ \<1~1"@3 cons idl!!l'l."trHi of ixnptH:'tancll'!. 

An exami.n}J.tlon of th€1 charts of the H:Hn!:;'! CO&$tp wf.th its J.ong tndenteui 
Cr.'liHit U.ne, d<:1tt~d with very n~1r0\U\l. islandSJ 0 tog~t:her r.;ith an exlt.n.at:lon of 
t!t~ data at hand relative to the dispodtion of th~ae i::>landfj• l~d 100 tn 
r:tl!;ilf.z® th~ importance and ·u~cesuity of. d~~Jvising s~ good systemp a pUICI'lu.'lru;:..,. 
of ~:~.rhi~h ~·mulr.l, aiJ far a a p•ossible. give !:Mt the f.'l!l!qu1.red re9ul ta. 

l accordlngly obtained th!le senrict!'!e of thf: l.attl' Joseph Williarnsonb a !T(o\{!TI. 

':lho had a. cons-iderable experlenc.e with bland titles ll!Itd a good kno111led.gf~ (;f 

the .S<)urces of land titles h1 Ko-:ainfl!!, to assist nte in d>'!!vising F.H.lme method of 
d~')ing this I•JOrk. After a.n ~JI'.2mtlnation of thte material availabl11!" we a{~opted 
ill m~tho-d along the ltn!HI of wh:tch this work ha.s beli!!n done. 

I 'l><!,l.t{ utt.:Y.ble clt thlfl L£tnd Officl!p or al8il!'!'Wher.®, to find arny iru.tlii!!x ot· 
c~H:•~log <1f the is-l1!nd2 em th·~ M1~hlll'l coa.rH D ;:tnd pcrhapo; f!(mE:l w.11.11 evt®r mad<i'!. ! t 
\U~-~ <11-ppa~tent that rull a. star:ting po:it1g H: would b@ ntec~sa&:ry to m~~ It t~.'l!.t·ldog 
of: <lU .csuch l~r>land.i! as thd'· R@solv!!t contill!mplatt'!ld. and r:nwh 11t catalos a.e wm~Jd 
l·rl!c.&te each :!.sh.nd d®finltti'!ly and avoid the confurslou :f.rv.;ident to d·u~ sitdl.artt:r 
of.. name a whld1 r-n:~ ~vt.n:·ywh~i!!:C~ found. 

ln. loo!d.n.g for 6~ tll.$)~ covering the ~mtir~ CMst~ ami !)H stu::h ~ rr.-~.td.@ <<H 
tre' ~h<.M th® ~~nullller i.tlllmndg, I found the only ma.p of nudt d~sm::lpt:tonp \·riot~~ ttv~ 

~oa!it ch&rt'!l publitdt~d by the Unit€<~;:! SttH:.e~ CCS~ot ~tnd (~lil:od~":?ll::!.c Survtmy~ 1.11h 1
' > I 

adopt@d arcd whlda furn.tsh\!!u the hash for this 'VoJhol.e lnVeF~t:1.g;ililtion. Th~s~J 

ch~.rtr>~ nlnet:eoen ln i'l.IJ.mbl!r~ ·~over th@ ~nth:e ~!O~Bt. 

Ft''''II th·~;~~ dv.u:ts I [H'•oeeeded t,:y !iVJk.~ a c.rlt£tlog o·f ever:y l.sl~.nd .~nd l~~dge eJit 

tl.w ~ia:lrtP coa:;;t as f.mr 'l:J lt a:ppE'!.'ir~d h:cnu &.a;td cluu:t to bl!! ha r.tny p.m')~t aJHr.v~~ 

""'<H<1r ~t high ·w-!f.ter nuu.·k. I lif!lt<ed som~1 th!rt«!!4/lro tu.u,dr-ed :tsland!ll and 1~dge:3 .a:J.(mg, 
thF.l em~gt. 

'l\J .;!J:void cenftw:Lcm :!.n n.!lLin~s ~ Ur~ tv~ll. ,1~ tti' mtakll!! po~'£1ibl~ &·l.t ,r.(!,~<t:ut'slt<i!! ll •Jt:i.n&!: 
n·f th~~~ 1~1&,-kda~ I t!dovt!l'ld thtf !.l~ethod of d.ividb~:il; ~tl.eh chart luto mq~w;uce<l. urr.lng 
dnltlg (1f long,Hui£~ a1ud L~tU:ud~ of four tninuto:~lii 4t~:ttch. I thtul h>liV® t.ht':!: lf:mgttudt! 
.~nd Llltit?,1d~ 1\)f l."lllde l:'lqu<'At'c ~ by '"'hidt it; m'lJ b® lt'eti!dU y locat~d. X h<'!Vt~ ~~Ulllb~~rrad 
1Nieh. f.l'.~u:rH~I!'l em th~H>e d~1lt~3 con::h~1cuttv~.d.y co:m>h'!Hld.ng 'l>d.th 1.00, t(l 1llV01<~ confusuhWiJ 
':rith l.~;J.an.d IH.Iit&N~t's; t:1.nd ntil<tb®r~ed. eJ!ch :b~land in the 9·::p,Ml.:t'<~" c~.:mGeo.rt).v~'l;/ hl."lgitm:htg 
with one. Th~ iid .. ze of thar~~ 8(-lWJ!t'tH~ it:< lit{:lt'@ mrbU:nuy ~el-t•ct1,(l,n \vU:h !.!c vl~(J of 

~- m1::.ktng .;4 nttu.a;:e<• .~>~ larg~B> lll.::>. j.Hl~lllUill~ c•.m~f ~t~nt ,,Jlth :1 t.fl n•ot e·,·mt:.~ b:d..1:tJ?. t.Q)I::l h:t:rp,.~ <£ 

nulnb~~·.l: c~f :'i.HL~:nd'l to· bt~ ~~~~d.ly li.8t~1d. 



I th@n prt<>~ar~Sd a card i.nd~~&n of aU theae hlands. not i.n .G.lphabetical order 
of thE> i r name, but in nwllll\'ric~ l order of thlll' ®quar®ip Ulil:b:ag ...., hl!.'lavy index cll~td for 
each squllre 9 fot l·~<~!Hl by carde in n~rical ordel' contalning th0 name and ntnnbll!:f of 
l..sl&ndl': as app~~~&r on dla.Tt~. Are. etattfed b~~tforep thh llllethod deHnit@ly locatea a 
partlcular hl.and, find 'lvoidlll thtl!! confmlion c8UI8®d by thl!ll fact that ~nany of these 
i~lands hav® th!i> matm~~ n.a.IW!'. 

This car:d index and clvl!rta 1U'fl .:~ part of thilll report. and ttre filed with lt in. 
the- tf.lnd Offtcor~. 

For information Sllbout: a particu1;ar iflllandp locSi!t~ the iti!land on the !IH!!rie$ of 
ch!i1t't:~. It '11'! ll be found nwnbt?r®d in a certain ~qU!IIre--for in@t.llnce, i!Jland No. 1 
i.11 squ.'lr<" lOi!, Go to thf· card index and under ,gquari!l 100, tU :l.ndicatll!d on U\11'1 heavy 
:i.Jde~~: c·ud''• rm th® fir£~t card will b~~? found whatev~r this i.nVfii'Ot:lgat::ion may have 
di.:!lcov~rt'd -<ibnut that particular iiland. 

With an tnd('lx or c<atalog of .e.ll of thl1l!s~ ii'Jlt~ndtJ. tt then became a procq.ul!e of 
t'·lfmin.ati ng tho3a~ & lrr~lilldy conv~<~Yi!d. 

I. find, like all othl"r land~i in Main®, th® three g?l'.i!8t sourc~G of hland titlce 
~Along thi'! coast arl!' from aneient j&E"I!!,nta by th-'1 :British Crown and its gr!lntee8 (which 
wi u he more fully di.BctHIS~d l&ter); th~ CO'UWonwe.m ltb of Ma!lsachuS§etts- ~C()lony of 
MaoJs&chu!!f'tt:1 ~y. thll! Provine@ lind Stati!'i of *!J~&ehui1etts ... ~b1d'orl'll th~ tteparation of 
M.!lin~ and ~ft~rward~ during its j@i.ut ewtu!lr.fllhip in th@ public lando; nnd the Stat~ 
of Mai.nt". 

There in on fil.e in th~ Stat~ Land Office copi.elll of d«!edn atven by K1tllfllaochum€'ttn 
.utd ~int>, ,'!nd t.i FJeptu-ll}te lnd~!K of ij,Jland conv~yanc!iHII. The ialand indeK llil &tr8.n.gll!ld 
.~ lph~bet ica lly, and wae made by lOins thr.ou~~h thtt list of dll®ds and lhUng eac.h 
i Jland as then'l in named. 

From t;h~e fillet th&t Mass.achu131i'ttts commencf!d deeding thi.'!tfitt i@land!i ()LilJ ®arly SI.G 

1 H:W, tnvariably designating tM!m by httcr rather th.l'jn name 0 "W'ith rcafCI!!renc® to 
IH"II'!e <Anc:l.1lmt plan or fU.!IrY<fiYi tlw f4ct t:Mt. 1\.h&lll<l'} i.~Jlanc.h1 hav~ Gof~n changed oQ~~J 
a ina• thef.r c.rmvol!'yanc~; amd th~ fact thlt\t many of thlftll wer-11!! conv~yed by n~~ withe\lt 
suffi<:: teont dl"scri.ption ae t~:i locati.on. to dhtinguilllh them hom other islElnds of the 
aa~ n-i~mf':~-nt,!!dll!! thi~ lnd41!K of little use~ in d~ternd.ning wlw!th•n:· an ialand az known 
and d~Bign&tl'ld on th@ I~\lps t!)(.iay 'liiU! rq.vf.!71: cott~y<td. by ~9~achusetts or Maine. For 
illust,;-ation: If you 'litmt.ad to kn~ v1h~ther !Ytgall • Iii I a land hSJrl helltl!n convey>!!d by 
M.\t!Hie!dtul!l>ett!il or Maint~. an ~KtmlinatiGn ©f th<ll' ind:ex would not sh~ ite conv®yf.Anc~. 
as it w~'HJ conv~yed by Mauachusetts und~r th~ name of l!3bnd A0 and the tnd11Ut ~ould 
so havl!' U:.. To determin~ Ju,;t what iS~land a.~ show-n 011 the m&ps t()d,ay. wa.ti intent1ed 
i.n each o£ th<l!Hl® conv®ytUncllHl. li!'ither by ''the~: nam~~:~li!l or impe'tfec.t d~tH::riptiont 
:Lmro !.vet! con~ t.derabb lm.bor. Fort<;n~t~ly tbfl old Mal'ila~chuf!leU.ffl t~ll!!,niJ under whi.ch 
most of thl!' ~~~ t a l~ndm vl'l!H'~ deedf!d ht~tv~ bet!rn pre fl•l'U"ved, and ertt on fll!ii! Qt tblll! l.arad 
Offici!; tH> by ~ c<)mplilllt'hon with thC!I' co.uH:: dl£1>l!:'t~J~ it hal!! b~l!'lo \)l)li!lillbl!i! to lor.::ate 
th~ 1 '{1\Andlll lnt.:41!nded. From VlU'iout othe\C ~cmr«::f!1i!l l MV® locl!lit<ll!d illllau(ls Sl'.antttd 
\11\det" l1111"1Afl~'L" de~crit•ticmra <itnd l that I bav• h.!lld sood WUC!I.!®flH'I !.n l(s<':llH.:ina; th.l>!' 
hJI.lllndll! tnt.~nded J.n th~s<" <'.onv~ytinc4!!S 0 mod 1\Wlkins thio inden of practic&l Ul'ali! today. 

I, 



My inde~ tthove deacrj_bed will i'lhow theo nl?!me under which an illland warJ conveyed 8 

u: by another name than it now be.aro; the person to whotn it was c.onveyed; book and 
pagf'! of record at Land Office; and a reference to hook and pag~ rJJf plmns. 'l'o t£lke 
t:he aiRwe Hlu!3tr.at:lon 9 the card in my i.ndex designated "lngalln laland"-··its present 
name--,.rould .shaw .QH follows: "Conveyed .!liS island A to WilHatm Ingalls, Junt:! 1.5,1'786. 
VoL ~ ... Page 2/. Plan Book a. Page 142. 11 

My report rm1!jt necefllallrily appe~~tr largely in my card :index& as I have there 
attemtt)t:ed to indtc:ate on the card for eo~.ch island the di.sposi.tion made of it 8 l.f 
any, and .!lny facts relativtn to it. I do not t:hink it exp~dient:: to mll!ln.tion indi~ridual. 

i&~l.t!!tu:ls already ctmveyed in a report of this ki.nd·$~the f,"!ct.s about such ~.Y be 
found h, the 1 !tdex, Nor do0'li my report o:c index. IU:tempt: to de~tl wU;h titl~Rs r.mbsequant 
to their t'onveyanc~ by th® State. th~ fact of such conv«l!yarwe elittdnatirag the :leland 
from NY U.st as fAr as the object of this inquiry h concerned. 

In nmldng th1s investigation. l have come acr<HHl ~ great dl9~1 of infonoati..on 
relntiv~ to M.ain€1 hland titles, much of which I shall lneorporate into this r~port 
even mt the l' hk of making H: bulky and difilconneetedu t<~ith &~n idea of presEtrvin,g \. ~ .. 
and making H eas:Uy acceruible to anyone into;u:elllted in this subje-ct. 

Xn my rerh~arch I was mv.tble to find any works treating of the sourcE" of titl(;s 
to the!lle :!. sl Ands i'lS a whole-, but was obliged to ge.ther my infot·mrttion from va:rious 
historiClitl workA, <~.cts and resolves. 

At thl~ poi.l'1t U: will 1'l~rhap"< be of ben~Ht to enter a hi.ntory of 111"gislation 
relative to thP enl• of theBP ialandA frrnn two of the great sources of title. 
MaasachusE~ttfl and Maine, from the time of thP. TrfHU:y of P.I'!HH~&! of 1783 9 .. ~\-lhen t:hig 
territory c.ame V~hol L.v under tlw contrc)l. oi: M.awaachusetts- .. to the present t:i.me. (The 
m.!iltter of ancient g.rants fram th@ Crown wlll be?! tr~atod hl'lrf'nfter.,) 

MA.SSACHUSK'l'tS 

Hy a resolve of May 1, l7Bl 11 a committ'-'11 con.'ll~ttn~~ ~f ,Y("df.'rl:fl'ih Preble, 
Johnatlum Gret?nl:i.~f, David Sewell~ John I.ewh, and Wil U.•Jm Lithgow was appointt-rd t1J 

look ,'lfter the Uth<tppropriated la.n.de of th~ Comrurmw~alth. They were a.uthoriz~d to 
p'K'otect them f:t·om tr"'upasa; to examine the &uthority of c:laimG of title; to run the 
lines betwe!'m lanci9 of indivi.duala t1nd thf:' Comroonw.,..Rlth; to makE> plf.tns and .!!tlilcertain 
the acreage. 

By resolve of July llt 1:183~ a sp@cial eommitt(le~ tll'ith authori.ty s:tm:U~n:· to the 
above, was appointed for lands within the County of Lincoln. It consisted of 
Semmel Phillips~ Jr 00 t~<tthan Dane, and Nathaniel Welh. 

By resolve of Octob!P.lr 28w 1783 9 a mode for doing the bus:l.m?lll$ of the Comm:ltH~ion 
was pointed out to th.t'l Cormnitt:ee. Among other thingssD :U: recOitwuended that a ~urveyor 
be added to the cc>ntmitt(;!e amd Ru:fua Putnam wao appointed. The Conuni tte~ •!'lafll .ll!uthor­
ized and dir<1':n:!ted "to xn:-oeeed in tht~t disposal of s.d.d lfAndu at public or private sale." 

In July ;)f 1781<- th® Corrcnittea cotrtractE!d with lufm:J Putnam for ~ au:rvl!l'y between 
tha JCtverSJ Schood:l.c ~nd Cohncook. Putnam made his survey 9 l'l.nd rr~pcrrted in Novernbor 
of th!.l!.t yesr. l¥1 1785 he u1.idli!lrtook th~® ~urve~r of the co& at f.lttJin Penobscot lU.ver to 
Cob!licook. this 'O<lork WB8 COBi)t>let~d and reported by t:hs Committe~<t> to th~ General Co~art 
in 1186. ltl'il refE!t"en~~e to islands h a~ f:oUws: "Togetht!llr with 360 :tahndl!l, being 
all t:he inhmdjj hll'l·tween PassanY!quoddy Ray .and Pem.'lbscot Bay. including all the !dande 
in that ti.'1Jy .:Hli>t of Ill Une th:-.~wn frc1111 th(l \•l1"'51t ~xtreme of the Fox lelands to th4ll mouth 
of th('! Pe~1olHlcot Rivor." 















































































Green H. County--Jericho Bay--south of Fogg Island. 
White Ledge: H. Bay-·south of Fogg Island. 
York Island: H. County--east and close to Isle au Raut--a large island close 

to the east shorP. of Isle au Haut, incorporated as part of .. containa 50 acreo 
and is valued at $300. 

High Sheriff. Island: H. County--southwest of Swans Island--a bare rock about 
100 yds. in diameter. 

Black Ledge: H. County--south of Marshall's Island. 
Heron Island Ledge: H. Countya-south of Swans Island. 
'nri Island: H. County .... south of Swans Island--a small islet between 

dod Heron. 
Scr.tg Island: H. County--south of Swans Island--a rocky islet--low•·with 

northern half cov'"red with trl!ees. 
No namP.: H. County .. -south of Swans hland••between Scrag and Harbor Island .... 

!l .qmall bare rock. 
Jf''·,n's Island Dry Ledgll!HI: H. of Swaras Island. 
Dl''.' Money Ledge: H. County·-eoothwest of Swans. 
H.arbcr Island: H. County••north of Little Deer Isle--Buck's Harbor- .. & good· 

sized isl."!nd--about 40 fet'!t high at ttmds and quite low in mi.ddl.e, 
Buck Island: H. County••south of Cape Rosier and Weir Cove. 
Thrumcap: H. County--east of C.pe Rosier--south of Orcutt's Harborw-a small 

low :tslet about 100 ydq, in diameter. 
Black Lerlge: H. Cnunty--south of Cape Rosier. 
Fi.ctdle He<td: H. County--south of Cape of Hog Idand• .. a rocky 

hlet--harfJ of .. connected at low water wi.th Hog Island. 
Two Bush Island! H. County• .. west of Little Deer tde--a small low level 

island. 
Little Snlly Island: H. County ....... ast and close to t.1.ttle Deer lsle••a very 

small round islet 115 yds. f.rom shore-joined by a bar. 
No name: H. County--west of Little Deer Isle and northwest of Eaton's Island. 
Spoon Ledge: K. of Fox Islands. 
Sloop Island: I<. nf Fox lslands·-a small islet. 
Torry' B Castle: H. County•-bt!itwi!H!m Deer Isle and Torry's IdandR••a bare rock. 
two Bush Islands: H. County- .. of Stonington. 
Round Island: H. .of bold, rocky islet about 30 

feet high and 250 long. 
Grog Ialand L@dse: H. Isle Thorofar@••northwest of Grog Island. 
Sheep Rock: H. County--east of Deer Ish--south of Shel!l!p Island--a small 

white rock 8 which at low water forms a large ledge. 
No name: H. County··two small islets•·Deer Isle Thorofare--east and close to 

camp Is land. 
No name: H. County-·Deer lele Thorofare--north of Devil's Island. 
The Brown Cow: H. of D«!er .. -a bare rock oT islet ab,f'"'t 

10 feet out at water and at high tide nearly covered. , 
Sparrow Island: H. County ... -South of Deer Isle and Crotch Island--a small islet. 
West Halibut Ledge: H. County- .. south of Deer Ish and Crotch Island- .. a bare. 

rocky islet with I 
Scr4gc;y Ledge: H. County- ... EBouth of Deer Ide and Crotch Island. 
Marsh Cove Ledga: H. County- ... wel!!t of Isle au Haut and close to Kimhall' s 

emall ledge. 
' No name: H. Merch&nt' s Island and Georgi!! • s Head .. of 

Deer Ide. 
No nau'il): H. County--between Isle au Ha.ut and Merchant 1 s Isle. 
No 
No 
No 

Island. 

mime: 
tl.!illhl!l: 

H. 
H. 
u. 

of hle au Haut and Burnt bland. 
County--north of Isle au Point Lookout. 
County--west of Isle au Haut and closqp, to north shox:e of Kirnbmll e a 



No name: H. County--north of Isle au Haut and closE:! to north ahOTe of Burnt 
Island. 

The Cow Pen: H. County--east of Isle au Haut•-several small islands. 
The Turnip Yard: H. County .. -e&Ut of and close to Isle au Ha.ut--small h~ges. 
The Ha.l{vay Rock: H. County--eaet of Isle au Haut. 
White Horse: H. County--east of Isle au Haut and south of Little Spoon--a 

bare rocky isl8t 200 yds. long and 20 feet high. 
Black Horse: H. Countyp•east of l8le au Haut and south of Little Spoon•• a 

bare rocky isl@t 20 ft. high. 
Grass Ledge: H. County--north of fox Islands••about 150 yds. in diameter. 
Green lslland Seal Ledge: E. County .. •south of Muscle IUdge and Large Greene 

Island--two hnlf tid~ ledges clo8e together. 
Two Bush Ledge: 1{. County~·northwest of Matinicus-~150 yds. in diameter. 
Eastern Bl~ck Ledge: K. County•-east of Matinicus--100 yds. in diameter. 
Western Black Ledge: K. Countyw•e~st of Matinicus. 
The Hogshead: K. County--south of M.at:lnicus- .. a small detached barf! rock. 
Pudding Island: K. County-~~outh of Matinicus•dabout lSO yds. f~om north 

shore of lagged Island--1/8 mile long 9 rocky and barren. 
Zepher Ledge~J: K. County--northeaot of Matinicus. 
Brig Ledge: K. County••South of Matinicus--a rocky islet-·100 ydo. in diameter. 
High Ledge: K. C ounty--south of Matinicus .. -a ~ocky islet. 
camp Cove Ledge: K. County-QBouth of Matinieus•-a bare rock. 
Greene Ledge: K. County .. -south of M<ttinicus--a rc>cky islet 10() yds. in diameter. 
Negro Island9: H. County--Bagaduck River--north of Castine--two fair si~ed 

Ulands. 
Winslow's Island--H. County--Northern Bay town of renob!lcot .. -a small island. 
Gravel !;:Jland: H. County--Bagaduck River--north of Young's Island--a Vf!J:y 

small tolland about 20 feet high--of coarse gravel. 
Young's Island: H. Countym-Bag.'hduck River--quite a large flat island. 
Pumpkin Island: H. County--Bagaduck River--near Johnson' a Point-~a small 

i@let close to shore. 
Green Island: H. County--South Ray--North Brooksville--quite a large ialmnd. 
Nabs Island: H. County--South Bay--North Brooksville~-n fair sized island. 
Hutchinson's Island: W<lldo County- .. East of North hleaboro-~and ba-rred to it .... 

quite a large l~land. 
Nauticlus Island: H. County ... -Castine Harbor--quite a large island. low and 

rocky. 
B.am hlaml: H. County·-C..'\stine Mrbor-·•1 small iala1,td. 
Trotts ~dge: H. County-·Bagaduck River. 
Hospital Island--H. County--castine Harbor- .. an islet low, rocky and wooded. 
Great Island & Small !~land to South ot it: H. County••Ca8tine Harbor. 
She<l!lp bh.nd: H. County~Sm:U.~ 1 8 Covi!!"""' 0 Brooksville. 
No name: H. County-•east shore Smith 0 e Cove·~east of Sheep !~land. 
No nan~! H. County-~ea®t ehore of Smith's Cove--south of Henry's Point. 
No name: H. County--east shore of Smith's Cove••south of Henry•e Point. 
Dry L@dges: K. County~-between Allen and Burnt Island. 
Little Burnt Island: R. County~ .. north of Burnt Island and connected at low 

water. 
Black Rock: K. County•wwe9t of Metinic@~a bare rocky islet. 
Cat Ledge: K. County-~east of Metinic. 
Duck Rocks (tw«)): L. County- .. west of Monhegan• .. one has a beacon on it. 
!astern Duck B.ocks: L. County--North of Monhegan .... a bare rocky :Lsliet. 
Inner Duck locks: L. County ...... wst of Monhegan. 
Seal Ledgea: t. County- .. wfO!st of Monhegan. 
Old Hurnp !Adge: K. County=~be.re rook 150 yds. aqtuare~-weot of Allen' 8 hltat1.d. 
Seal }At"'~ges: K. County .. ~wemt of .Allen• e~ ... a largf! rock. 
Little Bgg Q.ockt K. County~ 0 ~owutbweet ()f Allen's hlandw .. a bare rocky hht 

115 yrds. lohg. 
Shark hland: K. County~-southwfl'!lllt of Allen' l!ll-"'~ b&rli'! rocky .hht 250 ydlil. long. 



VALUE 

The resolve undtJr which this investigation h made dirC!!cts the Land Agent to 
determine the value of these hlands. An l!'xamination of the above list of islands 
reported as unconveyed, will show that mAny of them are small islets and ledges of 
but little value--for the most part they would not warrent the expense of an exam• 
!nation, and even then any estimate of value would be largely speculative. Of the 
larger islands reported, 1 have giv~ their value so far as I could get an opinion 
of the sam@ by the assessors of the towns in which they are located. I have made 
an entry of same on my index cards. 

The ahovf! !Glands appear never to have been conveytni by Maine or Massaehueetts. 
A number of them, especially those near the mainland. are daimed by various persons 
who have been in possession of them for years and paid the taxes asaessed upon them. 
I have in mind one island--York, just east of Ide au Haut•-of which I find no euch 
conveyance, and yet find records of its conveyance by its claimante as early tU 

1798. Of such i~lands, I have made entry on my index cards of such facts as I have 
been able to learn as to their claimants. 

Has the State title to such islands? There are two things to be considered, 
which I will dlscuss briefly: 

1. Bar Islands: There ~re many islands either barred to the mainland, or 
some largf!r island, by bars which are lairl har'!' n.t somf> 9t.<tgf! of the tide, 'Which 
have always b~";.en claimed by the mmers of the adjoining lands and conveyed by them 
in their eonv~yanees of such, or elai.med '"':' the ,quccess:tve o'mero of such lands. 

It seems to m~ that such an island ls 1:0 tess a ~ep.<l.r.ate'! nnd di.-1ttnct ialand 
because of the fact of its being connected either to the mainland or another island 
by such a bar. and being such, wo1Jld not pass in d@eds from the State as appurtenant 
thereto. 

Of courlJe 1 in some instanceo. thi£'1 f.act m:!.ght dep~n<1 upon th'~ construction of 
a particular deed given by the State of 'Juch adJoining land. If such lands or 
islands were deeded by reference to a plan, the plan Hould control-··this might show 
the barred ~'.·3lr1nd 1w 11 f'lcpa!".!!l:e trJlnnd, Ot' as part of tl1r .'tdjotni.ng land. Again, 
in the cas0 of hlands--emd perhaps in some instanceS~ in deeds of the main--if deeded 
by name without rf!ference to plt!.ns, and without particular descripti.on, the deed 
would convey what that name was eommonly understood to des:lgru~~t~ or cover. 

Then is on file at the Land Qffice a legal opinion by Hon. Albert w. Paine, 
of Bangor 0 on thh subject, furnished the agent in 1876 '"h~n a pt:~vious investigation 
of bland titles was being made. It goes quite fully f.nto this subject. Acting 
under it. the State conveyed many of euch islands then, and has to s~ extent since. 

This question was under consideration by the Maine Court in Inhabitants of ~den 
vs. Pineo, reported in 108 ~. 9 P. 73. The court there held that Bar or lodick Ia~ 
land near Mt. Desert, to be a separate leland and no p~rt ~f Kt. Desert leland. alw 
tJtough there wa.s a bar b@hreen the two l€ft b,'l!'l" by the Ude twel~e hour!'f out of 
every twenty•fout. 
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Thh question was called to the attention of the Legislature by Oliver Frost 
in hi6 report on islands made in 1838. His report says: 

11 lt will be seen by reference to the plans here'\!1ith returned, that there are 
many small islands and ledges represented near the shores and contiguous to larger 
islands. and fre~uently connected with them by bars, of which no account was taken 
by surveyors. It is supposed that these were reckoned ao a part of the mllinland 
or islands with which they wex:-e connected--and in all applications for the purchase 
of such islands not contained in the schedule, nor in the assignments to the respect• 
ive States, car0 should be taken in all new contracts, to preser~e the equitable 
rights of the purchaserl\l of our larger islands." 

ln connection with thi9 point. th@ question arises, Wha.t fo~tion of rocks, 
ledges or other substances arising above the surface of th~ ~ater may be tenned 
an island? 

This question was before the Maine court in Baboon vs. Tainter, reported in 
79 Me •• P. 368. It was held that a parcel of land containing about two acres unfit 
for the habitation of man, must be considered as having size and perm4ney enough to 
entitle it to the appelation of an island·-and would be subject to adverse posseasimt. 

ln King vs. Young 1 reported in 76 Me. 1 P. 76, the Court held that a muesel .. bed 
over ~.,hich water flows at every tide is not an bland, but flats. Other cases 
bearing on this subjecc are cited in these decisions. 

2. Adwrae Possession: Many of these islands have been claimed by persons 
and ,the:!r grantore for years, under SO!M sort of occupation. The question ~rises, 
couk4 th··" claimantt:~ by an open and adver$fl poueseion acquire title thereto against 
the State? 

I 

Tfiat title by adverse possession eould not be acquired at the present time is 
a certainty, under the principle of law that title by advE!rse possession cannot be 
acquired, except by statute 9 against the sovereign, be it Crown. or National Govern· 
mentor State--and we have no such statute. See United States vs. Burrill, 107 Me., 
p. 382. 

But at an earlier date both MaiUUJAcitusetta and Maine had statutes under which 
the decisions seem to hold a t.:itle uy adverse possession co~ld be acquired. 

!levi sed 3tatutas of Massachu~etts, l8J6, c. 119, s. 12. 
Revi!lled Statutes of Msine, 1840. Chapter 147. Sec. 12. 
llevhed Statutes of Maine 9 1857~ Chapter 105, Sec. 11. 
levi sed Statutes of Maine, 1871, ClU~.pter 105, Sec. 11. 
llevised Statutes of Maine. 1883. Cha.pt~r 10.5. Sec. 11. 

The Mlline statute was 119 :followl!l: "No real or mixed action for the recovery 
of any lands shall be commenced in b®hal.f of the State unless within twenty years 
after th4Zl time its title shall accroo. 11 

.l)eciaions under these etatutes, holding or assuming that a title by adverse 
pOiiHh!!SSiou may be acquired against the State are: 

Nichols vs. Bo®ton 9 98 M&Gfl., P. 42 
Tre3t VB. Lord, 42 Me. 9 P. 552. 
Hinckley vs. Rainefl, 69 Mr. 0 P. 16. 
l.obert Q va. Richards 9 84 Me. • P. 1. 
'fhis statute wao repe.ded by ~pt11n:· 368 of thll& Public Lawe of 1885, but such 

repeal vtas undoubtedly not retrospective. 
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or Maine prior to 1885, the question then becomes of importancet What must the 
character of such possession have been to have been considered adverse to the · 
State oo that it would ripen into title1 

The only Maine case I find in which this exact point h involved h that of 
Roberts vs. Richards, reported in 04 Me •• P. 1. l~re the issue involved was whether 
posses&ion of an island had been of such a c:haz~.1.cter that the claillla.nt might have 
acquired a title thereby against Mal8achusetts and Maine. 

The facts depended on by the plaintiff to constitute an adverse possession 
were as follows: Claiming posses don under color of title--an invalid deed; pll}'lilflnt 
of taxee; pasturing sheep on the island; cutllng grass on p.uu of 111ame; erf!eting 
a brush fence across it. and occasion,.Ally repairing same; erecting a flag staff and 
a short flight of steps. 

The Court in ita opinion goes into a very full discussion of thh whole subject 
citing tn!'l.ny cases on all points involved. The Court held thilt these acts were not 
sufficient to disg~iz~ the State of its tltle, saying in part: 

"The law c: H~s r·tot undert:11.ke to spec l fy t~e p<tttiC'tJl:n 1.ct:1 of occupation by 
which alone a title by artvers<'! po~uuion can b~ acquit"ed. Every case must from 
sheer necessity bll:l determined by its own peculiar circumstances. for thE' ess.ent:lal 
particular acts are as various as the natur~ ~nd locality of r.e~l property, the 
purpose for which it ia adapted or to \thie!h the owner or clahmnt may choose to 
apply it. 

"The doctrine of adverse possesdon rest.s upon the presumed acquiescence of 
him against whom i.t is h~ld, and such lCquhscence rests upon notice express or 
impl:lied 0 which it not to be presumed by the court, but may be inferred by circwnst&nces.' 
The EUlSenth.l t:set and occupation unless expressly brt'tught horne to the knowledge of 
the owner. must be of such unequivou.l character as will reasonably indicate to him 
visiting the premises .:luring the sta.tut& period. that instead of their suggesting 
the probable invasion of a mt!!!'e occllsional trespauer, they unmistakably show &.fl 

asserted exclusive appropriation and ownership. There m.ust be overt acts ~.~hich 
leave no room to inquire about intet1t1on. arlrl which amount to actual ouster. 

"All that was done upon this comparatively barren. uninhabitable rock in the 
sea, with no stream or spring of fresh water thereon, ~fta to take a little h~y. feed 
down thfl.! grass, which had caught in the spot9 of sh$llow soil "And among the bushes; 
and throw up the short fence mtmtioned. Nothing of any value wu ever put updn it 
except the temporary fence, flagstaff and short flight of steps ~rected by the rremonto. 

11tf the Agents of the State had seen everything thert, incl.ud:fng the pr~sence 
of the few sheep whether 1.n or out of their pen• the cutting of the nmall qu4ntity 
of sras~ which grew there. spontaneously, all of which could be of no injury to the 
State and but slight benefit to the harvesters, they would hardly suspect that the 
authors of these acts were other than harmleu technical trE~&pauers." 

I have not attempted to inquire into the character o! the occupation of these 
various claimants and their pred~cessors in title. Sue~ art investigation of each 
individual island whenever there is a claimant. involving the character of th~ 
possession prior to 1885, the facts a.bo~tt which would b® difficult to ascertain today, 
would, it tu'!~ms to me. in most instanCf,lll involvfl an expense out of all proportion 
to the valu~ of the island, and then v.rould bt >.nt an expression of opinion on my p0rt. 



While thh invll!lstigation perhaps has not yielded as defi.nite re$ults as 
thll!l fr·amer of th<!':l :t"@Solve und~-r which it is m4de may hav!l! anticipat~de 1 tru~t 
that H may be or value. 

I h&v<! incorpo't"~ted into thi.s rt~port mar~y things about islands which I have 
com4:: across during my i.nvel'iltig.ationp with 3n idea of prea«!lrving th~m& and tnaking 
them easily acc.esstble to anyone intere!llted in thh subj@lct. If it furnishes SC!'M 

suggeetione or ideas, or contains data for useful r~d:@:!t'f!'nce 9 which wtll lishten 
to some ~xtent the labors of those tracing :l.sl.and titles~ or of some future in.vll!sti., 
gator for the State"' the length of this X'@port may perhaptii be justified. 

Novantb11n· 16, 191.1 ... 


