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The Maine Arts Commission’s mission is to encourage and stimulate public interest and participation in the
cultural heritage and cultural programs of our state; to expand the state's cultural resources; and to encourage
and assist freedom of artistic expression for the well being of the arts, to meet the needs and aspirations of
persons in all parts of the state.

To carry out this mission, which is drawn from the Maine Arts Commission's enabling legislation, the agency will

support programs and partnerships that:

= engender a cooperative environment within the arts field that results in more efficient delivery of programs and
services;

e further the goals of the state as articulated by its elected leadership, advancing the arts through activities in
such areas as technology, education, and the economy;

* have the potential to change lives by giving people of all ages the opportunity to come into meaningful contact
with artists and art-making; and

* build a broad support base for the arts by increasing local capacity for arts making and arts presenting, and by
increasing local advocacy.

The Maine Arts Commission is currently celebrating its 50" year of supporting and promoting arts and culture
across our state. Major changes have taken place with the Commission over the past three years including the
development of the first comprehensive cultural plan the state has completed in many years. This plan lays the
groundwork for significant advancement of the arts and culture sector in Maine over the next five years. The
planning process took place over eighteen months and involved 30 community conversations in 21 different
communities. The entire plan is attached to this report for your reference.

Fortifying Maine's Creativity & Culture

I/

NATIONAL
ENDOWMENT
FOR THE ARTS
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SECTION ONE - ENABLING LEGISLAT LN

STATE LAW

Title 27: LIBRARIES, HISTORY, CULTURE AND ART

Chapter 15: THE ARTS

Subchapter 1; MAINE ARTS COMMISSION

§401. Commission

A state commission, to be known as the "Maine Arts Commission," as established by Title 5, section 12004-G,
subsection 7-B, must consist of not less than 15 nor more than 21 members, each of whom must have a continuing
interest in the fields of art and culture in the State, to be appointed by the Governor from among citizens of
Maine. In making such appointments, due consideration must be given to the recommendations made by
representative civic, educational and professional associations and groups concerned with or engaged in artistic
and cultural fields generally.

§402. Membership

The term of office of each member shall be 3 years; provided that of the members first appointed, 1/3 shall be
appointed for terms of one year, 1/3 for terms of 2 years and 1/3 for terms of 3 years. Other than the chairman, no
member of the commission who serves 2 full 3-year terms shall be eligible for reappointment during the cne-year
period following the expiration of his second such term. The Governor shall designate a chairman and a vice-
chairman from the members of the commission, to serve as such at the pleasure of the Governor. The chairman
shall be the presiding officer of the commission. All vacancies shall be filled far the balance of the unexpired term
in the same manner as original appointments. The members of the commission shall be compensated according

to the provisions of Title 5, chapter 379,

§403-A. Director of Maine Arts Commission; appointment

The Director of the Maine Arts Commission must be qualified by training or experience and is appointed by the
Maine Arts Commission. The director shall serve for an indefinite term subject to removal for cause. The
commission shall fix compensation for the director within salary range 88.

§404. Duties

The duties of the commission shall be: [1965, c. 499, §1 (NEW).]

1. Encouragement. To take such steps as may be necessary and appropriate to encourage and stimulate public
interest and participation in the cultural heritage and programs of our State and to expand the state's cultural
resources; and

[ 1965, c. 499, §1 (NEW) .]

2. Freedom. To encourage and assist freedom of artistic expression essential for the well-being of the arts; and

[ 1965, c. 499, §1 (NEW) .]

3. Surveys. To make such surveys as may be deemed advisable of public and private institutions engaged within
the State in artistic and cultural activities, including, but not limited to, music, theatre, dance, painting, sculpture,
architecture, literature, history and allied studies and pursuits, and to make recommendations concerning
appropriate methods of encouraging participation in and appreciation of the foregoing to meet the legitimate
needs and aspirations of persons in all parts of the State.

[ 1965, c. 499, §1 (NEW) .]

4. Works of art. To actin an advisory capacity relative to the creation, acquisition, construction or erection by
the State of any work of art, to file with the Governor, within 30 days, its opinion of such propased work of art
together with such suggestions and recommendations as it may deem proper. The term "work of art" as used in
this subsection shall include any painting, portrait, mural, decoration, stained glass, statue, tablet, bas-relief,
ornament, fountain or other article or structure of a permanent character intended for decoration or
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commemoration, but shall not include "historical materials" administered by the Maine State Museum
Commission nor the State Capitol Building, including its exterior, interior, fixtures or decorations.

§405. Hearings; contracts

The Maine Arts Commission is authorized and empowered to hold public and private hearings, to enter into
contracts, within the limit of funds available, with individuals or organizations, and institutions for services
furthering the educational objectives of the commission’s programs; to enter into contracts, within the limit of
funds available, with local and regional associations for cooperative endeavors furthering the educational
objectives of the commission's programs; to establish an endowment fund; to accept gifts, contributions and
bequests of funds from individuals, foundations, corporations and other organizations or institutions for the
purpose of furthering the commission's mission; to make and sign any agreements and to do and perform any acts
that are necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter. Any funds, if given as an endowment, must be
invested by the Treasurer of State according to the laws governing the investment of trust funds. As determined
by the Director of the Maine Arts Commission, with the approval of the commission, the endowment's principal
and interest may be used to further the commission's mission, as long as the endoewment funds are used only for
the purposes for which the endowment is established in accordance with the intent of the doner. The commission
may request and receive from any department, division, board, bureau, commission or agency of the State such
assistance and data as necessary to carry out its powers and duties.

§406. Funds
The commission is the official agency of the State to receive and disburse any funds made available by the Federal
Government for programs related to the purposes of the commission.

§409. Rules
The Maine Arts Commission may adopt rules pursuant to the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter
375, to implement this chapter.

ARTS EDUCATION PROGRAM

§411. Arts Education Program
The Maine Arts Commission shall establish the Arts Education Program, referred to in this subchapter as "the

program."

§412. Duties of the Maine Arts Commission

The Maine Arts Commission shall provide leadership in developing and sustaining an agenda for arts education
throughout the State in partnership with federal, state and local entities. The commission shall lead efforts to make
the arts a part of the core education for all students from kindergarten to grade 12 and to increase arts
opportunities outside the school setting. The commission shall: [2013, c. 181, §5 (AMD).]

1. Funding.

[ 2013, c. 181, §5 (RP) .

2. Professional artists.

[2013, c. 181, §5 (RP) .]

3. Schoel systems,

[2013,c. 181, §5 (RP) ]

4, Goals. Work with school systems to identify common education goals;

[ 1997, c. 762, §1 (NEW) ]

5. Training; information; seed money.

[2013, c. 181, §5 (RP) ]























































































































































































































