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CHAPTER 1 

STATE LIBRARY 

Subchapter Section 
I. State Librarian ............................................................ 1 

II. Operation and Services .................................................... 31 
III. Distribution of Books and I,lecords ........................................ 61 

SUBCHAPTER I 

STATE LIBRARIAN 

Section 
1. Salary; duties. 
2. Contents; exchange. 
3. Books lent. 
4. Responsibility for books borrowed. 
4-A. Revoh·ing Fund. 
4-B. Carrying account. 
5. Annu~ report. 
6. Reports from counties, cities and towns. 

§ 1. Salary; duties 

The Maine State Library shall be under the management and supervision of a 
State Librarian, as heretofore appointed, who shall make. such rules and regula­
tions as are necessary for the proper management of the library and the safety 
of its contents. The librarian shall receive such salary as shall be 'set by the 
Governor. 

The librarian may employ, subject to the Civil Service Law 1 and the approval 
of the Commissioner . of Educational and Cultural Services, a deputy state 
librarian, and such assistants as the business of the office may require. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 1; 1971, c. 610, § 13; 1975, c. 771, § 290, eff. Jan. 4, 1977; 1985, c. 785, 
§ B, 123, eff. July 1, 1986. 

I See § 7039 of title 5. 

Historical Note 

Laws 1971, c. 610, repealed the second sen­
tence of the first paragraph, which read: "The 
Go1·ernor, with the advice and consent of the 
Council, shall appoint such librarian who shall 
serve for a term of 4 years, and until his succes· 
sor is duly appointed and qualified.", and in the 
second paragraph, inserted "and the approval of 
the Commissioner of Educational and Cultural 
Services". 

Laws 1975, c. 771, in the second sentence, 
deleted "and Council" following "the Governor". 

Laws 1985, c. 785, in the second paragraph, 
substituted "Civil Service" for "Personnel". 

Savings clause. For savings clause provisions 
of Laws 1985, c. 785, § B, 182, see the Historical 
Note under title 25, § 1501. 

Library References 

States <::::>60(1), 73. 
CJ.S. States §§ 104 et seq., 130 et seq. 
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STATE LIBRARY 
Ch. 1 

§ 2. Contents; exchange 

27 § 2 

1. Library contents. The State Librarian shall procure and keep in the State 
Library the following: 

A. Histories of this State, its counties and its towns; 

B. Histories of all countries; 

C. Family histories; 

D. Works on the arts and sciences, with special reference to agriculture, 
forestry, fishing, manufacturers, shipbuilding and road making; 

E. Maps, charts, plans, manuscripts and statistical and other publications 
relating to the financial, socia1, religious and educational condition of this 
State and then of the world as fast as the State furnishes the necessary 
means; 

F. Full and complete sets of all the documents printed by the State; .and 

G. Full and complete sets of the reports of the towns, cities and counties of 
this State. 

2. Exchanges. For the purpose of carrying out this section, the State 
Librarian shall be empowered to provide the following: 

A. Conduct a system of exchanges with other libraries and institutions of 
learning; and 

B. Provide a service which will collect state and national educational 
research and resources to be made available to all State educators and 
citizens. 

R.S.1954, c. 42, § 2; 1971, c. 480, § 5; 1979, c. 541, § A, 185, eff. June 22, 1979; 1985, c. 
499. 

Historical Note 

Laws 1971, c. 480, in the first sentence, delet­
ed "digests, law reports and public laws of the 
United States and of the several states; English 
and Canadian law reports, digests and laws; 
general works of law and practice;" following 
"State Library". 

Laws 1979, c. 541, repealed and replaced this 
section, which prior thereto read: 

"There shall be procu.red and kept in the State 
Library histories of all countries, including those 
of this State, its counties and towns; family 
histories; works on the arts and sciences with 
special reference to agriculture, forestry, fish­
ing, manufacturers, shipbuilding and road mak­
ing; maps, charts, plans and manuscripts, statis­
tical and other publications relating to the finan· 

cia], social, religious and educational condition of 
the world and more especially to this State, as 
fast as means are furnished by the State there· 
for; full and complete sets of all the documents 
printed by the State; and full and complete sets 
of the reports of the towns, cities and counties of 
this State. For the purpose of carrying out this 
section, the library may conduct a system of 

. exchanges with other libraries and institutions of 
learning." 

Laws 1985, c. 499, repealed and replaced sub· 
sec. 2, which prior thereto read: 

"For the purpose of carrying out this section, 
the State Librarian may conduct a system of 
exchanges with other libraries and institutions of 
learning." 

Cross References 

Reporter of the law court, duties, see title 4, § 702. 
State Archivist, see title 5, § 91 et seq. 
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27 § 2 

States <P88. 
C.J.S. States§ 147. 

§ 3. Books lent 

LIBRARIES, HISTORY AND CULTURE 
Title 27 

Library References 

Under such rules and regulations as the State Librarian may· prescribe, books 
and documents may be lent to any responsible resident of the State. Such rules 
and regulations may include the charge for overdue books and documents. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 4; 1971, c. 127, § 1. 

Historical Note 

Laws 1971, c. 12'7, in the second sentence, 
deleted "for lending traveling libraries and" fol-
lowing "charge". 

§ 4. Responsibility for books borrowed 

Any person or organization receiving the loan of any books, documents or 
other material from the )faine State Library shall be responsible for the full 
value thereof to the librarian, and in case of the loss of or damage to a volume 
belonging to a set, shall procure a new volume or be responsible for the value of . 
the set. If any person or organization shall neglect or fail to return any books, 
documents or other material lent to them, or shall return the same in an injured 
or mutilated condition, after due demand and notice, the librarian may maintain a 
civil action against ·such person or organization for the full value thereof. 
Actions to enforce the liability mentioned in this section may be brought by the 
librarian in his own name in behalf of the State, and in case of his death or 
removal, the action shall be prosecuted by his successor. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 6; 1961, c. 317, § 90. 

Library References 

States <P192. 
C.J.S. States § 308. 

§ 4-A. Revolving Fund 

1. Fund created.· There is established within the Maine State Library a 
revolving fund for use by the library to replace books, documents or other 
materials that are damaged, lost or unrecoverable for which a charge is made. 

2. Price and rates. The State Librarian is authorized to fix the value of 
library items at current replacement costs plus a reasonable amount incurred in 
recovering these items. 

3. Income. Income received from subsection 2 shall be credited to the 
revolving fund to be used as a continuing carrying account to carry out the 
purposes of subsection 1. 

1981, It· 496. 
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STATE LIBRARY 
Ch. 1 

States <l==>127. 
C.J .S. States § 228. 

§ 4-B. Carrying account 

27 § 6 

Library References 

The State Librarian may purchase documents, maps, journals or any other 
printed material of significance to the historical heritage of Maine. Notification 
of these purchases shall be made to the State Archivist and State :\Iuseum 
Director. Any funds appropriated for the acquisitions of materials shall not 
lapse but shall be carried forward from year to year. 
1983, c. 517, § 1. 

Library References 

States <l==>88. 
C.J.S. States § 147. 

§ 5. Annual report 

The State Librarian shall report to the Commissioner of Educational and 
Cultural Services annually the receipts and expenditures on account of the 
library, the number of acquisitions during the preceding year, specifying those 
obtained by purchase, donation and exchange and shall make in such report 
suggestions in relation to the improvement of the library. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 14; 1955, c. 185, § 3; 1971, c. 610, § 14. 

Historical Note 

Laws 1971, c. 610, substituted "Commissioner 
of Educational and Cultural Services annually" 

for "Legislature biennially", and substituted 
"preceding year" for "2 preceding years". 

§ 6. Reports from counties, cities and towns 

Town clerks of the several towns, city clerks of the several cities and 
treasurers of the several counties shall promptly transmit to the librarian of the 
Maine State Library copies of all printed reports of said towns, cities and 
counties, including all printed exhibits of town, city and county expenditures. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 15. 

Counties <l==>90. 
Municipal Corporations <l==>170. 
Towns <l==>31. 

Library References 

C.J.S. Counties § 143. 
C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 545. 
C.J.S. Towns § 79 et seq. 

SUBCHAPTER II 

OPERATION AND SERVICES 

Section 
31. Library hours. 
32. Historical research. 
33. Repealed. 
34. Library extension. 
35. Repealed. 
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27 § 31 LIBRARIES, HISTORY AND CULTURE 
Title 27 

Section 
36. Advice to local libraries; gifts; schools of library instruction. 
37. Bookmobile service. 
38. Compliance with federal law. 
39. Statewide Library Information System. 

§ 31. Library hours 

The State Librarian shall keep the library open at least 35 hours per week. 
Neither the State Director of Public Improvements nor any of the state employ­
ees under his jurisdiction shall admit anyone to the library rooms out of library 
hours or permit any book to be taken therefrom without the consent of the 
librarian. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 3; 1959, ·c. 363, § 33; 1973, c. 626, § 1. 

Historical Note 

Laws 1973, c. 626 repealed and replaced the 
first sentence, which prior thereto read: "The 
State Librarian shall keep the library open from 

9 in the morning until 4 in the afternoon on 
every day, except Saturdays, Sundays and public 
holidays." 

Cross References 

Supervision of State House and grounds, see title 5, § 1742. 

Library References 

States <P88. 
C.J.S. States § 147. 

§ 32. Historical research 

As a part of the general duties of his office, the State Librarian shall maintain 
a section of historical research which shall have charge of all Maine historical 
work in the library and carry on research work relating to the history of the 
State. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 7. 

Cross References 

State archivist, see title 5, § 91 et seq. 
State Historian, see § 261 et seq. of this title. 

§ 33. Repealed. Laws 1971, c. 480, § 6 

Historical Note 

The repealed section, derived from R.S.1954, c. 
42, § 8, related to maintenance of a legislative 
reference section. 

§ 34. Library extension 

The State Librarian shall maintain a library development section which shall 
carry on such activities as are enumerated in sections 3G and 37. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 9; 1971, c. 127, § 2; 1973, c. 626, § 2. 
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STATE LIBRARY 
Ch. 1 

Historical ~ole 

27 § 37 

Laws 1971, c. 121, substituted "sections 36 and Laws 1973, c. G2G, inserted "library develop· 
37" for "sections 35 and 36". ment", and deleted "of library extension" follow: 

ing "section". 

§ 35. Repealed. Laws 1971, c. 127, § 3 

Historical Note 

The repealed section, derived from R.S.1954, c. 
42, § 5, related to traveling libraries. 

§ 36. Advice to local E-braries; gifts; schools of library instruction 

The Maine State Library shall give advice to all school, state, institutional and 
public libraries, and to all communities in the State which may propose to 
establish libraries, as to the best means of establishing and administering them, 
selecting and cataloging books and other details of library management, and 
may send its employees to aid in organizing such libraries or assist in the 
improvement of those already establisned. It shall formulate and present to the 
Legislature a plan for state-wide library development and it shall be designated 
as the agency for the administration of said plan and shall be granted the 
authority to administer said plan on behalf of the State. It may receiYe gifts of 
money, books or other property which may be used or held in trust for the 
purpose or purposes given. It may publish lists and circulars of information and 
may cooperate with the libraries and commissions of other states in the publica­
tion of documents in order to secure the most economical administration of its 
work. It may conduct courses or schools of libral,"y instruction and hold 
librarians' institutes in various parts of the State, and cooperate with others in 
such schools or institutes. It shall perform such other library service as it may 
consider for the best interests of the citizens of the State. 

R.S.1954, c. 42, § 11; 1955, c. 185, § 2; 1971, c. 480, § 7; 1973, c. 626, § 3. 

Historical Note 

Laws 1971, c. 480, in the first sentence, delet- Laws 1973, c. 626, inserted the second sen· 
ed "and county law" following "institutional and tence. 
public". · 

Library References 

States c<:=>73. 
C.J.S. States § 130 et seq. 

§ · 37. Bookmobile service 

In furtherance of, and in addition to, the powers given in section 36, the State 
Librarian is authorized and empowered to provide bookmobile service for resi­
dents of the State. 

R.S.1954, c. 42, § 13; 1973, c. 626, § 4. 
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27 § 37 LIBRARIES, HISTORY AND CULTURE 
Title 27 

Historical Note 

Laws 1973, c. 626, at the end of the section, 
deleted .. "especially to rural schools and farm 
homes .. 

§ 38. Compliance with federal law 

The State Librarian, with the approval of the Governor, may make any 
regulation necessary to enable the State to comply with any law of the United 
States, heretofore or hereafter enacted, intended to promote public library 
services. The Maine State Library Bureau is the sole agency authorized to 
develop, submit and administer or supervise the administration of any state plan 
required under such law. The Treasurer of State shall be custodian of any 
money that may be allotted by the Federal Government for general public library 
services. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 12; 1975, c. 771, § 291, eff. Jan. '4, 1977; 1981, c. 464, § 28, eff. June 16, 
1981. 

Historical Note 

Laws 1975, c. 771, in the first sentence, delet- Laws 1981, c. 464, inserted the second sen-
ed "and Council" following "the Governor". tence. 

Cross References 

Federal aid under Interstate Library Compact, see § 149 of this title. 

United States Code Annotated 

Public library services and construction, see 20 U.S.C.A. § 351 et seq. 

§ 39. Statewide Library Information System 

1. Statement of policy. The Legislature declares that it is the policy of the 
State that cooperation among Maine libraries of all types should be fostered and 
encouraged. The sharing of library holdings enriches 'the economic, educational 
and cultural life of each Maine community. Citizen access to materials pur­
chased with public dollars requires that materials be identifiable by title and 
physical location. It is in the public interest that the Maine State Library 
Bureau promote and assist access by recording the holdings of Maine libraries in 
a form accessible by modern information technology. In this way, the education­
al and informational resources of the State will be available to every citizen. 

2. Legislative intent. Recognizing the value of broad citizen access to 
library materials and recognizing that automated records are essential to the use 
of technology, the State assigns to the Maine State Library Bureau the responsi­
bility of collecting the holding records of libraries throughout Maine and making 
them accessible in machine-readable form. It is the State's intent that these 
records be shared with any citizen or library on request. It is the intent of the 
Legislature to provide the Maine State Library Bureau with the resources 
necessary to carry out this section. 

1987, c. 462. 
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STATE LIBRARY 
Ch. 1 

SUBCHAPTER III 

DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS A;..'D RECORDS 

Section 
61 to 65. Repealed. 
66. Reports of departments and institutions. 
67, 68. Repealed. 
69. Purchase and distribution of Maine histories. 

§§ 61 to 65. Repealed. Laws 1971, c. 480, § 8 

Historical Note 

27 §§ 67, 68 
Repealed 

Section 61, derived from R.S.l954, c. 42, § 20 
and Laws 1955, c. 185, § 8, related to the distri· 
bution of Maine Reports by the State Librarian. 

Section 64. derived from R.S.l954, c. 42, § 24, 
related to the disposition of proceeds from the 
sale of re1·ision of the statutes. 

Section 62, relating to the distribution and sale 
of Revised Statutes, was derived from: 

R.S.l954, c. 42, § 22. 
Laws 1955, c. 185, § 9. 
Laws 1965, c. 425, § 17. 

Section 63, authorizing the State Librarian to 
fix the price of volumes of a revision of the 
statutes, was derived from: 

R.S.l954, c. 42, § 23. 
Laws 1953, c. 425, § 1. 
Laws 1955, c. 185, §§ 10, 16. 

Section 65, relating to the recipients of compi­
lations or re1·isions of the statutes, was derived 
from: 

R.S.l954, c. 42, § 25. 
. Laws 1953, c. 427, §§ 1, 3. 

Laws 1955, c. 185, §§ 11, 16. 
Laws 1965, c. 425, § 18. 
Laws 1969, c. 37. 

For pro1·isions relating to the subject matter 
of the repealed sections, see § 173 of title 3. 

§ 66. Reports of departments and institutions 

The State Librarian shall distribute reports of the departments and institutions 
of the State and other books and documents published or purchased by the State 
in such manner as the law may direct. He may transmit one copy of each 
published report of each department of the State Government to each library in 
the State and to the libraries of other states and territories, and make such other 
and further distribution as in his judgment seems proper. He shall maintain a 
document room in which shall be stored all department reports and other 
publications of the State intended for distribution and shall keep an accurate 
account of all books and documents received. 
R.S.l954, c. 42, § 26. 

Library References 

States <!:=>73. 
C.J.S. States § 130 et seq. 

§§ 67, 68. Repealed. Laws 1973, c. 626; § 5 

Historical Note 

Section 67, derived from R.S.1954, c. 42, § 27 
and Laws 1967, c. 236, provided for the purchase 
of vital statistics to be deposited in the office of 
the Registrar of Vital Statistics. 

Section 68, derived from R.S.1954, c. 42, § 28, 
provided for the distribution of records of vital 
statistics. 
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27 § 69 LIBRARIES, HISTORY A~D CULTURE 
Title 27 

§ 69. Purchase and distribution of Maine histories 

1. Purchase. The State Librarian shall purchase at least 25 copies, and may 
purchase up to 200 copies, of every town history or other book concerning the 
history of this State that is published in Maine. He shall purchase, within these 
limits, the number of copies required to meet the distribution requirements of 
subsection 2. 

2. Distribution. The State Librarian shall retain sufficient copies of each 
history purchased under subsection 1 for the use of the St.ate Library. The 
remaining copies shall be distributed without charge to all school, state, institu­
tional and public libraries that request a copy. The State Librarian shall 
regularly publish and circulate to all these libraries a list of the histories 
available for distribution. 

3. Surplus. The State Librarian may sell copies of each history that are not 
distributed under subsection 2. The State Librarian shall fix the price of sale at 
the 'retail price of the history. The Maine State Museum may sell these copies 
through its museum sales program, provided that the proceeds from the sale of 
these town histories shall not be used as required under section 89, and the 
complimentary publications required by that section shall not be required. All 
proceeds from the sales of these town histories shall be used to pay the costs of 
the distribution required under subsection 2, and any proceeds beyond these 
costs shall be used to meet the costs of purchase under subsection 1. 
1977, c. 546, § 1. 

Library References 

States <S=82 et seq. 
C.J.S. States § 144 et seq. 
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Section 

CHAPTER 3 

PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

101. Free public libraries established in towns. 
102. Free public libraries established in village corporations. 
103. Free use of library in adjoining towns authorized. 
104. Towns uniting for libraries. . 
105. State aid for municipalities maintaining free public libraries. 
106. Libraries controlled by associations assisted by towns. 
107. Custody of public documents; list of books purchased. 
108. Donation of books and gifts for foundation of library. 
109. Gifts and devises to towns. 

§ 101. Free public libraries established in towns 

Any town may establish a free public library therein for the use of its 
inhabitants and provide suitable rooms therefor under such regulation for its 
government as the inhabitants from time to time prescribe, and may levy and 
assess a tax and make appropriation therefrom for the foundation and com­
mencement of such library and for its maintenance and increase annually. Any 
town in which there is a public library may establish and maintain under the 
same general management and control such branches of the same as the 
convenience and wants of its citizens seem to demand. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 29. 

Cross References 

Maine State Library, advice and assistance by, see § 36 of this title. 

Library References 

Towns <P35(1). 
C.J.S. Towns § 90 et seq. 

WESTLA W Electronic Research 

See WESTLA W Electronic Research Guide following the Preface. 

§ 102. Free public libraries established in village corporations 

Any village corporation located in a town where no free library exists may 
establish a library within its limits for the free use of all its inhabitants and may 
levy and assess a corporate tax and make appropriation therefrom for its 
maintenance and increase annually. Village libraries established under this 
section shall be subject to all the duties and entitled to all the privileges 
prescribed by the laws relating to free public libraries in towns. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 30. 

Library References 

Municipal Corporations <P223. 
C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 958 et seq. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
Ch. 3 

§ 103. Free use of library in adjoining towns authorized 

27 § 105 

Any municipality may raise and appropl'iate annually a sum of money fol' the 
purpose of securing to its inhabitants free use of a library located in an adjoining 
municipality. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 31; 1955, c. 185, § 12. 

Library References 

Municipal Corporations <P861. 
C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 1835. 

§ 104. Towns uniting for libraries 

Two or more towns may unite in establishing and maintaining a free public 
library with branches thereof in each town for the free use of all the inhabitants 
of said towns and may each raise and make appropriation for that purpose 
annually. Such towns shall be subject to all duties and entitled to all the 
benefits prescribed by the Ia ws relating to free lib!'aries. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 32. 

Cross Refer~nces 

Interlocal cooperation, see title 30, § 1951 et seq. 

Library References 

Towns <P35(1). 
C.J.S. Towns § 90 et seq. 

§ 105. State aid for municipalities maintaining free public libraries 

The officers of any municipality may certify to the State Librarian annually, 
before the first day of May, the amount of money appropriated and expended by 
said municipality during the preceding year for the benefit of a free public 
library established therein, or for the free use of a library in an adjoining town. 
Upon such certification the State Librarian, if satisfied with the quality of 
service performed by such library, shall approve for payment to such municipali­
ty an amount based on the following schedule: 

On appropriatioos from $200 to $475, 10'7'o; 

On appropriations from $476 to $1,900, 7'7'o; 

On appropriations from $1,901 to $5,000, 4'7'o. 

No municipality shall receive annually less than $20 nor more than $200, 
except as otherwise provided. The state aid money must be spent for the 
purchase of books to be placed in said library. 

If the appropriations of 2 or more towns for the use of the same libr:].ry in an 
adjoining town amount to the sum of $200 or more, the State Librarian may 
make payment of state aid on the same basis and for the same purpose 
prescribed above. Such payment shall be made to the municipality where the 
library is situated. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § ?3; 1955, c. 185, § 13. 
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27 § 105 LIBRARIES, HISTORY AND CULTURE 
Title 27 

Library References 

States <P114. 
C.J.S. States § 203 et seq. 

Notes of Decisions 

Basis for aid 1 

1. Basis for aid 

The amount of money actually expended by a 
town for library purposes is the basis upon 

which payments shall be made by the State to 
the town. Atty.Gen.Report 1959-60, p. 41. 

§ 106. Libraries controlled by associations assisted by towns 

Any town or city in which there is a library owned or controlled by a 
corporation or association or by trustees may levy and assess a tax und make 
appropriation therefrom annually to procure from such library the free use of its 
books for all the inhabitants of the town or city, under such restrictions and 
regulations as shall insure the safety and good usage of the books. Such library 
shall then be considered a free public library within the meaning of this chapter 
and said town or city shall be entitled to the benefits of section 105. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 34; 1955, c. 185, § 14. 

Cross References 

Corporations without capital stock, see title 13, § 901 et seq. 

Notes of Decisions 

Municipal aid 1 

1. Municipal aid 

A municipality may make a general appropda­
tion to a privately controlled or owned library, so 

long as the library upon the assurance of the 
municipal appropriation, makes its books avail­
able on a free basis to the inhabitants, so as to 
be considered a free public library; the law does 
not limit the use to which the appropriation may 
be made. Atty.Gen.Report 1963-64, p. 163. 

§ 107. Custody of public documents; list of books purchased 

The officers of every free public library, on or before the first day of May of 
each year, shall send to the librarian of the State Library a report containing a 
list of all books and documents purchased with the state stipend for the 
preceding year. The aid from the State, provided by section 105, shall be 
withheld from any city, town or village corporation until the report required to 
be made shall have been received by the librarian of the State Library; and the 
same shall be withheld unless said report shall show that the laws and Maine 
Reports furnished by the State are kept constantly in said library for the free 
use and benefit of all the citizens. 
R.S.1954, c. 42, § 35; 1955, c. 185, § 15. 

§ 108. Donation of books and gifts for foundation of library 

Whenever a municipality shall purchase books to aid in the establishment of a 
free public library, the State Librarian shall make a gift of money or new books 
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to such library; the gift to equal 50o/o of the value of the books purchased by said 
municipality for said purpose, and in no instance to exceed $100. 
R.S.l954, c. 42, § 36. 

§ 109. Gifts and devises to towns 

Any town, as such, may receive, hold and manage devises, bequests or gifts 
for the establishment, increase or maintenance of a public library therein; and 
may accept by vote of the legal voters thereof any land or land and buildings 
thereon, to be used as a public library or art gallery, or both combined. When 
any plantation is incorporated into a town such gifts and the proceeds thereof 
fully vest in such town. 
R.S.l954, c. 42, § 37. 

Library References 

Towns <P35(1). 
C.J.S. Towns § 90 et seq. 

Notes of Decisions 

Authority to accept 1 
Voters' refusal to accept 2 

1. Authority to accept 

Where testator gave house and lot and con­
tents of house to town for use as a public library 
and provided that residue of estate should be 
kept as a permanent fund, income of which 
should be used in keeping the buildings in repair 
and purchasing library books and named execu­
tor as trustee of fund, town under this section 
had authority to receive in trust either real and 
chattel property disposed of by the will. Manu-

facturers Nat. Bank v. Woodward (1941) 138 Me. 
70, 21 A.2d 705. 

City of Belfast had authority to take pecuniary 
and furniture bequests for library reading room. 
Buzzell v. City of Belfast (1932) 131 Me. 185, 160 
A. 21. 

2. Voters' refusal to accept 
Where testator gave house and lot to town for 

use as a public library if town by vole of voters 
refused to act as trustee, equity would name a 
trustee to act in its stead so that trusts intended 
to be established by testator could be carried 
into effect according to terms of the will. Manu­
facturers Nat. Bank v. Woodward (1941) 138 Me. 
70, 21 A.2d 705. 
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Section 
110. Definitions. 

CHAPTER 4 

REGIONAL LIBRARY SYSTEMS 

111. Regional library development. 
112. - functions. 
113. Library districts. 
114. District council. 
115. Area reference and resource centers. 
116. Research centers. 
117. District consultants. 
118. School libraries and media center. 
119. Distribution of appropriations. 

Chapter 4, Regional Library Systems, was enacted by Laws 1973, c. 
626, § 6. 

§ 110. Definitions 

In this chapter, unless the context clearly requires a different meaning, the 
following words shall have the following meanings. 

1. Appeals board. "Appeals board" means the Maine Library Commission 
acting, on request from interested citizens, as a- board of review for decisions 
made concerning the State's library plan. · 

2. Area reference and resource center. ' 1Area reference and resource 
center" means a large public, school or academiC library designated by the 
Commissioner of Educational and Cultural Services and the State Librarian and 
receiving state aid for the purpose of making its resources and services available 
without charge to all residents of the district, of providing supplementary library 
services to local libraries within the district, of coordinating the services of all 
local libraries within the district which by contract become part of the library 
district. · 

3. Common borrower's card. "Common borrower's card" means a system 
of personal identification for the purpose of borrowing and returning books and 
other materials from any library that participates in the regional system. 

4. District consultant. "District consultant" means one who acts as a 
general library consultant to one or more districts. 

5. District council. "District council" means an advisory body representing 
a constituency of participating libraries within a geographical district. 

6. District plan. "District plan" in entirety means a statement describing 
the specific purposes for which the district is formed, the means and the 
agencies by which such purposes are to be accomplished, and an estimate of the 
funds necessary to their accomplishment; also the public agency which is to 
receive those funds. 

7. Library district. "Library district" means a defined geographic area 
consisting of local libraries joined cooperatively to an area· reference and re-
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source center and a research center. Local libraries within the district may also 
be joined cooperatively with other types of libraries. 

8. Local library board. "Locallibra1·y board" means the body which has the 
authority to give administrative direction Ol' advice to a library through its 
librarian. 

9. Media center. "Media center" means any lib1·ary utilizing print as well as 
extensive nonprint resources and materials. 

10. Public library. "Public library" means a library freely open to all 
persons and receives its financial support from a municipality, private associa­
tion, corporation or group. The above serves the informational, educational and 
recreational needs of all the residents of the area for which its governing body is 
responsible. 

11. Regional library system. "Regional library system" means a network of 
library districts interrelated by formal or informal contract, for the purpose of 
organizing library resources and services for research, information and recrea­
tion to improve statewide library service and to serve collectively the entire 
population of the State. · 

12. Research center. "Research center" means any library designated as 
such by the Commissioner of Educational and Cultural Services and the State 
Librarian and receiving state aid for the purposes of making its major research 
collections, under such rules and regulations as are defined by its governing 
board and head librarian, available to the residents of the State. 
1973, c. 626, § 6; 1977, c. 125, § 1; 1981, c. 464, § 29, eff. June 16, 1981. 

Historical 1\ote 

Laws 1977, c. 125, in subsec. 4, substituted "District council. 'District council' means an 
"one" for "a Maine State Library employee". advisory body serving as a policy-making author· 

Laws 1981, c. 464, repealed and replaced sub· ity for a constituency of participating libraries 
sec. 5, which prior thereto read: within a geographical district." 

States <S=>45. 
C:J.S. States § 79 et seq. 
Words and Phrases (Perm.Ed.) 

Library References 

§ 111. Regional library development 

1. Maine Library Commission. There shall be created within the Depart­
ment of Educational and Cultural Services a library commission which shall be 
designated as the Maine Library Commission, as established by Title 5, section 
12004, subsection 10. It shall consist of 15 members appointed by the Governor. 
The library commission shall be broadly representative of the state's libraries 
and shall consist of a representative from public, school, academic, special, 
institutional and handicapped libraries, a trustee representative, one representa­
tive from each of the library districts as they are formed and 3 representatives 
from the State at large of whom one shall be representative of the disadvan­
taged. 
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The term of each appointed member shall be 5 years or until his successor is 
appointed and qualified. Of the members first appointed, 3 shall be for one year, 
3 for 2 years, 3 for 3 years, 3 for 4 years and 3 for 5 years. Subsequent 
appointments shall be for the full term of 5 years. No members shall serve 
more than 2 successive terms. In the case of a vacancy other than the 
expiration of a term, the appointment of a successor shall be made in like 
manner for the balance of the term. 

In addition to the 15 appointed members, the directors of the area reference and 
resource centers shall serve as permanent, nonvoting ex officio members of the 
Maine Library Commission. 

The commission shall meet at least 4 times a year. It shall elect a chairman for 
a term of 2 years and frame and mDdify bylaws for its internal organization and 
operation. The State Librarian shall serve as secretary to the commission. The 
members of the commission shall be compensated according to the provisions of 
Title 5, chapter 379 1• 

1973, c. 626, § 6; 1983, c. 245; 1983, c. 812, § 168. 
1 Section 12001 et seq. of title 5. 

Historical Note 

Laws 1983, c. 245, inserted the third para­
graph. 

Laws 1983, c. 812, in the first sentence of the 
first paragraph, inserted ", as established by 
Title 5, section 12004, subsection 10", and in the 
fourth sentence of the fourth paragraph, substi­
tuted "be compensated according to the provi-

sions of Title 5, chapter 379" for "serve without 
compensation, but shall be reimbursed for ex­
penses incurred in the performance of their 
duties". 

Savings clause. For savings clause provision 
of Laws 1983, c. 812, § 302, see the Historical 
Note under title 25, § 2801. 

Cross References 

Advisory boards and boards with minimal responsibility, powers and responsibilities, compensation, 
see title 5, § 12004-I. 

Library References 

States ~45. 
C.J.S. States § 79 et seq. 

§ 112. - functions 

The library commission shall: 

1. Appointment of State Librarian. Give advice and make recommendations 
to the Commissioner of Educational and Cultural Services with regard to the 
appointment of the State Librarian; 

2. Policies. Give advice and make recommendations to the Commissioner of 
Educational and Cultural Services with regard to: The policies and operations of 
the Maine State Library and the State's library program including minimum 
standards of library service, the apportionment of state aid to libraries, the 
designation of library districts and their boundaries, the designation of area 
reference and resource centers and the designation of research centers after full 
consideration of the advice of the district council; 
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3. Review. Act, on written request by any interested library, as an appeals 
board concerning decisions of the commissioner regarding the items in subsec­
tion 2. The written request for a hearing shall be filed within 30 days from the 
date of the decision. 

4. Federal program. Serve as the State Advisory Council on Libraries and in 
that capacity give advice and make recommendations to the Commissioner of 
Educational and Cultural Services with regard to the administration of federal 
funds, in accordance with the terms thereof, which may now or in the future 
become available for 1ibrary purposes. 
1973, c. 626, § 6; 1977, c. 125, § 2. 

Historical Note 

Laws 1977, c. 125, added subsec. 4. 

Library References 

States P66. 
C.J.S. States § 120 et seq. 

§ 113. Library districts 

Upon the advice of the Maine Library Commission, the State shall be divided 
into as many districts as the commissioner shall determine are required and shall 
establish or modify the geographical boundaries of each district. 
1973, c. 626, § 6. 

§ 114. District council 

Each library district shall have an advisory council which shall be known as 
the district council. 

1. Membership. The governing board of each library which has agreed to 
participate in the district system shall appoint a representative to the district 
council. The district council shall elect an executive board composed of 9 
members and shall distribute this membership among librarians, trustees and lay 
members. The district executive board shall elect from its number the appropri­
ate officers as needed. The district council shall meet at least twice a year. 

2. Duties. The district council shall: 

A. Serve as an advisory body for the districts. 

B. Develop and evaluate a program of services in the district which will 
encourage cooperative activity among all types of libraries and media 
centers; 

C. Provide liaison among the municipalities in the district; 

D. Make recommendations to the Maine Library Commission which would 
in turn make recommendations to the commissioner regarding programs and 
services which would help to make libraries and media centers in the district 
accessible to all; 

E. Assist in the development of a comprehensive district plan. 
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F. Advise on the selection of an area reference and resource center and a 
research center for the district. 

1973, c. 626, § 6; 1977, c. 125, §§ 3, 4; 1981, c. 464, § 30, eff. June 16, 1981. 

Historical Note 

Laws 1977, c. 125, repealed and replaced sub- needed. The district council shall meet at least 3 
sec. 1, which prior thereto read: times a year"; 

"Membership. The governing board of each 
library which has contracted to participate in the 
district system shall appoint a representative to 
the district council. At its first annual meeting 
the district council shall elect an executive board 
composed of, in total, 9 members, which shall 
include 3 librarians, one trustee and 5 lay mem­
bers. The district executive board shall elect 
from its number the appropriate officers as 

and in par. E of subsec. 2, deleted "based upon 
community plans of service" following "district 
plan". 

Laws 1981, c. 464, repealed and replaced par. 
A of subsec. 2, which prior thereto read: 

"Serve as a policy-making body for the district 
within the limits of its authority which shall in 
no way diminish the power of the lt)cal library 
board;". 

§ 115. Area reference and resource centers 

Each district shall be affiliated with an area reference and resource center 
which shall be designated by the commissioner, with the advice of the library 
commission. 

1. Duties. The area reference and resource center may: 

A. Provide a common borrower's card for member libraries; 

B. Participate with the district consultant in planning and conducting 
workshops on community-library planning; ' 

C. ·Provide office space and support services to the extent able ~o the 
district consultant; 

D. Join with the district council in assigning priorities to implement the 
district plan; 

E. Such other cooperative activities and services as member libraries may 
need or require. 

1973, c. 626, § 6. 

§ 116. Research centers 

Research centers may be designated by the commissioner with the advice of 
the Library Commission. 

1. Duties. The research center shall: 

A. Provide for advanced research needs; 

B. Act as a back-up collection ·for the specialized reference needs of the 
reference and resource centers; 

C. Provide such other cooperative activities and services as member li­
braries may need or require. 

1973, c. 626, § 6. 
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The State Librarian, with the advice of the district council, shall appoint a staff 
member, or contract with an area reference and resource center, to provide 
district consultant services to one or more districts as determined by the policies 
established by the commissioner. 

1. Duties. The district consultant shall serve as secretary of the district 
council and further shall: 

A. Serve as a professional consultant to libraries within the district or 
districts; 

B. Study the needs of the district and make recommendations to the 
district council; 

C. Coordinate services among libraries of all types; 

D. Provide liaison between the district, other districts and the Maine State 
Library; 

E. Encourage local initiative and commitment to regional cooperative li­
brary service; 

F. Work with area reference and resource center staff members in plan­
ning area reference and interlibrary loan service; and 

G. Help evolve a district plan of service. 
1973, c. 626, § 6; 1977, c. 125, §§ 5, 6; 1981, c. 464, §§ 31 to 33, eff. June 16, 1981. 

Historical Note 

Laws 1977, c. 125, repealed and replaced the 
first paragraph, which prior thereto read: 

"The State Librarian, with the advice of the 
district council, shall appoint a staff member to 
serve as a district consultant to one or more 
districts as determined by the policies estab­
lished by the commissioner." 

and repealed and replaced par. G of subsec. 1, 
which prior thereto read: 

"Help evolve community based plans of ser­
vice.". 

Laws 1981, c. 464, repealed and replaced the 
first paragraph of subsec. 1, whic)l prior thereto 
read: 

"The district consultant shall be an ex officio, 
nonvoting member of the district council and 
shall serve as secretary and further shall:"; 

in par. D of subsec. 1, substituted "the Maine 
State Library" for "state agencies"; and re­
pealed and replaced par. F of subsec. 1, which 
prior thereto read: 

"Assist in planning for area reference and 
interlibrary loan service;". 

§ 118. School libraries and media center 

Any school library or media center in a community with no public library 
service, or serving communities with no public libraries, which agrees to offer 
service as a public library, is entitled to all the benefits accruing to a public 
library with the approval of the commissioner. ' 

1973, c. 626, § 6. 

Library References 

Schools e=>76. 
C.J.S. Schools and School Districts § 269. 
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§ 119. Distribution of appropriations 

The Commissioner of Educational and Cultural Services, with the advice of the 
Maine Library Commission, is authorized to apportion funds appropriated by the 
Legislature for the support of regional library systems. 
1977, c. 125, § 7; 1977, c. 555, § 1; 1977, c. 564, § 100; 1977, c. 690, § 15, eff. March 30, 
1978. 

Historical Note 

Laws 1917, cc. 125 and 555 enacted this sec· 
tion; c. 564 repealed and replaced this section as 
enacted by c. 125, which in effect adopted the. 
text as enacted by Laws 1977, c. 555. · 

As enacted by Laws 1977, c. 125, this section 
read: 

"The Commissioner of Educational and Cultur· 
al Services, with the advice of the Maine Library 
Commission, is authorized to distribute on a per 

capita basis, in support of local library sen·ices, 
moneys appropriated by the Legislature for that 
purpose." 

Laws 1977, c. 690, repealed and replaced this 
section, which prior thereto read: 

"The Commissioner of Educational and Cultur· 
al Services is authorized to apportion funds ap· 
proprfated by the Legislature for the support of 
regional library systems." 

Library References 

States e=>123, 132. 
C.J.S. States §§ 226, 230 et seq. 
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CHAPTER 4-A 

LIBRARY RECORDS 

121. Confidentiality of library records. 

Chapte1· 4-A, Libra1'y Reco?'ds, was enacted by Laws 198J, c. 208. 

§ 121. Confidentiality of library records 

Records maintained by any public municipal library, including the Maine State 
Library, which contain information relating to the identity of a library patron 
relative to the patron's use of books or other materials at the library, shall be 
confidential. Those records may only be released with the express written 
permission of the patron involved or as the result of a court order. 

Public municipal libraries shall have up to 5 years from the effective date of 
this chapter to be in compliance with this section. 
1983, c. 208. 

Library References 

Records <'?54. 
C.J.S. Records § 36. 

WESTLA W Electronic Research 

See WESTLA W Electronic Research Guide following the Preface. 
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CHAPTER 5 

INTERSTATE LIBRARY COMPACT 

Su bch. Sec. 

· I. Compact.------------~----~------------------,~------------- 141 

II. Provisions Relating to C~mpact 

SUBCHAPTER I 

COMPACT 

Sec. 

141. Policy and purpose-Article I. 
142. Definitions-Article II. 
143. Interstate library districts__::_Article III. 
144. -governing board-Article IV. 
145. State library .agency cooperation-Article V. 
146. Library agreements-Article VI.· 
147. Approval of library agreements-Article VII. 
148 .. Other laws applicable-Article VIII. 
149. Appropriations and aid-Article IX: 
150. Compact administrator-Article X. 
151:. Entry into force and withdrawal-Article XL 
152: :Constl'Uction and severability~Article XII. 

§ 141. Policy and purpose-Article I 

181 

Because the. desire for the services provided by libraries 
transcends governmental boundaries and can most effectively be 

. satisfied by giving such services to communities and people re­
gardless of jurisdictional lines, it is the policy of the states party 
to this compact to coopemte und share their responsibilities; to 
authorize coopera Lion and sharing- with respect to those types of 
library facilities and services which can be more economically or 
efficiently developed and maintained on a cooperative basis, and 
to authorize cooperation and sharing among localities, states and 
others ih providing joint or cooperative library services in areas 
where the distribution of population or of existing arid potentbl 
library resources make the provision of library service on an in­
terstate basis tile most effective \Vay of providing adequate and 
efficient service. 

1963, c. 144. 
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Microsoft Word-Attachment H 

MAINE STATE LIBRARY 94Q 

BUDGET DOCUMENT PROTOTYPE 
PROGRAM STRATEGY DETAIL 

FormBD2 
Chapter 16, Part A 

Goal: Regardless of location or residency Maine people will have full access to the Maine State Library Information System. 

Objective: By the year 2002, 20 % of Maine people will recognize and use the Maine State Library and its statewide library network as the central point for access to a 
state-of-the-art information system. 

Library Special Acquisition Fund 0260 Approp/Ailoc: 010-94Q-0260-42 
Provides funds to the Maine State Library for the purchase of historically significant material. 

Description of Program Activities Provides funds to the Maine State Library to purchase expensive historically significant Maine material. 

Funding 

Performance Measures 

General Fund 
Total 

1. Number of historically significant items purchased 
annually and added to the collection of the Maine State 
Library. 

FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 00 FY 01 
Approp/Ailoc Approp/Ailoc Dept Dept Budget Budget 

$430 $512 $25,000 $25,000 $500 $500 
$430 

If available 
Baseline 
0 0 

Explanatory Information Highlight this message and type explanatory information 

Graphical Depiction of Measures 

Title Title 

100 ..-------------------, 

80 

Title 
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Microsoft Word-Attachment H 

MAINE STATE LIBRARY 94Q 

BUDGET DOCUMENT PROTOTYPE 
PROGRAM STRATEGY DETAIL 

FormBD2 
Chapter 16, Part A 

Goal: Regardless of location or residency Maine people will have full access to the Maine State Library Information System. 
Objective: By the year 2002, 20% of Maine people will recognize and use the Maine State Library and its statewide library network as the central point for access to a 

state-of-the-art information system. 

Library Development Services 0217 Approp/Alloc: 010-94Q-0217-41; 013-94Q-0217-32; 013-94Q-0217-33; 
014-94Q-0217-22 Provides leadership and support for library development in all types oflibraries throughout the State. . 

Description of Program Activities Oversees the Maine Regional Library System which enhance the development of Maine libraries by supplementing collections through 
interlibrary loan; provides consulting services to local libraries of all types; delivers library material to Maine residents with special 
needs through the Special Services division; provides programs to improve cooperative activities among libraries and develops 
resource sharing plans that benefit access to information for all Maine citizens. 

II FY98 II FY99 
II 

.t<Y 00 

II 
FYOl 

II 
FYOO 

II 
FYOl 

Funding Approp/Alloc '" Dept Dept Budget Budget 

General Fund $1,355,169 $1,399,179 $1,444,166 $1,419,595 $1,444,166 $1,419,595 
Federal Expenditure Fund $1,285,219 $1,310,053 $1,106,627 $1,122,795 $1,106,627 $1,122,795 

Other Special Revenue Funds $26,181 $27,250 $30,025 $30,025 $30,025 $30,025 
Highlight this message and type fund name 

Total $2,666,569 $2,736,482 $2,580,818 $2,572,415 $2,580,818 $2,572,415 

Positions 
General Fund 26 26 26 26 26 26 

Federal Expenditure Fund 13 13 13 13 13 13 
Total 39 39 39 39 39 39 

Performance Measures Baseline 
1. Number of libraries throughout the state participating If available 21 40 50 

in the Maine Library Information System. 
2. Number of resources shared among Maine libraries. If available 13,263 13,800 14,200 
3. Number of consultations delivered by Maine State If available 200 250 300 

Library District consultants. 
4. Number of Maine citizens using or aware ofthe Maine If available 500,000 500,500 600,000 

Library Information System. 
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Microsoft Word-Attachment H 

MAINE STATE LIBRARY 94Q 

BUDGET DOCUMENT PROTOTYPE 
PROGRAM STRATEGY DETAIL 

FormBD2 
Chapter 16, Part A 

Goal: Regardless of location or residency Maine people will have full access to the Maine Sate Library Information System. 

Objective: By the year 2002, 20% of Maine people will recognize and use the Maine State Library and its statewide library network as the central point for access to a 
state-of-the-art information system. 

Reader & Information Services 0216 Approp/Alloc: 010-94Q-0216-40 
Delivers quality information, reference and loan services to state agency personnel, the general public, and Maine libraries. 

Description ofProgram Activities 

Funding 

Provides back-up library reference for all Maine citizens and local libraries; provides free access to State Library resources; preserves 
and manages the special resources and collections of the Maine State Library including electronic resources; enhances the quality and 
delivery of information services statewide through interlibrary loan; and ensures the effective and efficient management of resources 
entrusted to the Maine State Library .. 

II FY 98 II FY 99 II 
FYOO 

II 
FYOl 

II 
FYOO 

II 
FYOl 

Approp/Alloc Approp/Alloc Dept Dept Budget Budget 

General Fund $787,615 $1,022,078 $953,075 $1,008,685 $878,075 $933,685 
Highlight this message and type fund name $ $ $ $ $ $ 
Highlight this message and type fund name $ $ $ $ $ $ 
Highlight this message and type fund name $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Total $787,615 $1,022,078 $953,075 $1,008,685 $878,075 $933,685 

Positions 
General Fund 17 17 17 17 17 17 

Highlight this message and type fund name # # # # # # 
Highlight this message and type fund name # # # # # # 
Highlight this message and type fund name # # # # # # 

Total 17 17 17 17 17 17 

Performance Measures Baseline 
1. Number of citizens and libraries using the Maine State If available 15,000 16,000 17,000 N/A N/A 

Library 
2. Number of interlibrary loans filled by the Maine State If available 13,263 13,800 14,200 NIA NIA 

Library. 
3. Number of circulation and other measurements of If available 44,000 46,000 48,000 N/A N/A 

library use, including Internet access. 
4. Number of citizens aware of library services and Maine If available 500,000 500,500 600,000 N/A N/A 
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