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INTRODUCTION 

The normal operations of our Maine state government are recorded 
and controlled on a fund basis in three major operating funds: 
GENERAL FUND, HIGHWAY FUND and OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS. 

The GENERAL FUND receives its 
REVENUE SOURCES, the largest sources 
Taxes and Sales and Use Taxes. 

revenues from GENERAL STATE 
being from Individual Income 

The HIGHWAY FUND provides financing for certain highway related 
activities within several departments, primarily, the Departments of 
Transportation, Public Safety and Secretary of State (Division of 
Motor Vehicles). 

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS receive their revenues from 
segregated or dedicated sources and the funds are expended by 
category for special purposes. The major source of revenue in OTHER 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS is derived from the federal government. 

In addition to the three operating funds that are listed above, 
there are numerous other funds that are used to record specific 
activities such as Capital Project, General Long Term Debt, 
Enterprise Fund, Intragovernmental Services and Trust and Agency 
Funds. 

The information contained in this report was compiled from the 
following sources: 

• the Bureau of Taxation; 

• the Bureau of Accounts and Control; 

• State Treasury reports; 

• the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated; 

• various State departments; 

• the Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental 
Relations; and 

• financial reports and records of the Legislative 
Office of Fiscal and Program Review. 

-1-





















































MOTOR VEHICLE FEES & OPERATOR'S LICENSE (Adopted 1905) - 29 M.R.S.A. 
c.S-7 

$22.00 
10.00 

Passenger vehicles (for hire,double fees) 
Truck Camper 
Initial plates (Vanity Plates) 
Motorcycles 

15.00 /year(l) 

Antique Motor Vehicles 
Horseless Carriage 
Semi-trailers (annual) 
Farm trailers 
Boat and mobile home trailers generally 
Camp trailers in excess of 2000 lbs. 
Homemade farm tractors 
Special mobile equipment:< 2 > 

18.00 
12.00 
12.00 
16.00 

8.50 
8.50 

16.00 
2.00 

Class A 
Class B 

Stock cars 
Transfer fees 

18.00 to 502.00 
17.00 

5.00 
8.00 

Transfer fees for trailer 2000 lbs 5.00 
or less 

Trucks & tractors registered for gross 
Farm trucks registered for gross weight( ) 
Street rod 

22.00 to $977 
18.00 to $352 
27.00 

Mopeds 6.00 

(The registration fees on motorcycles, trailers, tractors and special mobile 
equipment are reduced to half fee on or after November 1 annually. The half 
rate privilege commences in the last six months of a registration year for 
farm trucks.) 

Dealer registration fees 
Transporter plates 
Motorcycle dealers 
Boat or snowmobile trailer dealers 
Dealer wrecker plate 
Motor vehicle inspection exclusive of 

repairs, etc. 
Operator's license (non-photo) 
Photo-licenses: 

Class A and B 
Class C 

(optional for persons over 65) 
Operator's permit and examination: 

Class A and B 
Class C 
Endorsements 

Re-Exam Fee: 

150.00 plus 
150.00 plus 

50.00 plus 
50.00 plus 
50.00 

5.00 
18.00 for 

27.00 for 
20.00 for 

2.oo< 1 > 

35.00 
10.00 
10.00 

Class A and B 15.00 
Class C 5.00 

Driver Education - license to instruct: 
(certified by the Dept. of Educational 
High School Instructor 
Instructor - Commercial 

& Cultural Services) 
NO FEE 

40.00 

$20/plate 
$20/plate 
$5/plate 
$5/plate 

4 years 

4 years 
4 years 

( 1) In addition to regular fee. 
(2) Special Mobile Equipment (29 M.R.S.A. §244) is broken down into two classes: 

Class A is special equipment that makes frequent movement over the general 
highways. The Class A fee structure equals the farm truck rates up to 54,000 
GVW, then separate fee schedule for greater weights. Class B is special 
equipment whose operation or movement over the general highways is restricted. 

(3) See next page for detailed information. 
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(Motor Vehicle Fees & Operator's License con't.) 

SCHEDULE OF TRUCK FEES AND CLASS A SPECIAL MOBILE EQUIPMENT FEES 
(Effective August 29, 1986) 

With each application for registration of a motor truck, tractors 
and truck tractors shall be paid an annual registration fee 
graduated as follows when equipped with pneumatic tires. 

0 pounds gross weight to 6,000 pounds gross weight. 
6,001 pounds gross weight to 9,000 pounds gross weight. 
9,001 pounds gross weight to 12,000 pounds gross weight. 

12,001 pounds gross weight to 14,000 pounds gross weight. 
14,001 pounds gross weight to 16,000 pounds gross weight. 
16,001 pounds gross weight to 18,000 pounds gross weight. 
18,001 pounds gross weight to 20,000 pounds gross weight. 
20,001 pounds gross weight to 23,000 pounds gross weight. 
23,001 pounds gross weight to 26,000 pounds gross weight. 
26,001 pounds gross weight to 28,000 pounds gross weight. 
28,001 pounds gross weight to 32,000 pounds gross weight. 
32,001 pounds gross weight to 34,000 pounds gross weight. 
34,001 pounds gross weight to 38,000 pounds gross weight. 
38,001 pounds gross weight to 40,000 pounds gross weight. 
40,001 pounds gross weight to 42,000 pounds gross weight. 
42,001 pounds gross weight to 45,000 pounds gross weight. 
45,001 pounds gross weight to 48,000 pounds gross weight .• 
48,001 pounds gross weight to 51,000 pounds gross weight. 
51,001 pounds gross weight to 54,000 pounds gross weight. 
54,001 pounds gross weight to 55,000 pounds gross weight. 
55,001 pounds gross weight to 60,000 pounds gross weight. 
60,001 pounds gross weight to 65,000 pounds gross weight. 
65,001 pounds gross weight to 69,000 pounds gross weight. 
69,001 pounds gross weight to 72,000 pounds gross weight. 
72,001 pounds gross weight to 75,000 pounds gross weight. 
75,001 pounds gross weight to 78,000 pounds gross weight ••. 
78,001 pounds gross weight to 80,000 pounds. gross weight. 
80,001 pounds gross weight to 90,000 pounds gross weight ••• 

$ 22 
$ 28 
$ 45 
$ 78 
$102 
$127 
$158 
$185 
$217 
$262 
$303 
$337 
$374 
$398 
$421 
$445 
$492 
$528 
$563 
$575 
$635 
$694 
$757 
$792 
$816 
$852 
$872 
$977 

The annual fee for registration of farm motor trucks, having 2 or 
3 axles, when such trucks are used primarily for transportation of 
agricultural commodities, supplies or equipment to be used in 
connection with the operation of a farm or farms owned, operated 
or occupied by the registrant, shall be as follows: 

0 pounds gross weight to 6,000 pounds gross weight •• 
6,001 pounds gross weight to 9,000 pounds gross weight ••• 
9,001 pounds gross weight to 11,000 pounds gross weight. 

11,001 pounds gross weight to 14,000 pounds gross weight ••• 
14,001 pounds gross weight to 16,000 pounds gross weight. 
16,001 pounds gross weight to 18,000 pounds gross weight •• 
18,001 pounds gross weight to 20,000 pounds gross weight. 
20,001 pounds gross weight to 23,000 pounds gross weight ••• 
23,001 pounds gross weight to 26,000 pounds gross weight. 
26,001 pounds gross weight to 29,000 pounds gross weight. 
29,001 pounds gross weight to 32,000 pounds gross weight. 
32,001 pounds gross weight to 35,000 pounds gross weight. 
35,001 pounds gross weight to 38,000 pounds gross weight. 
38,001 pounds gross weight to 42,000 pounds gross weight. 
42,001 pounds gross weight to 46,000 pounds gross weight .• 
46,001 pounds gross weight to 50,000 pounds gross weight ••• 
50,001 pounds gross weight to 54,000 pounds gross weight ••• 

$ 18 
$ 21 
$ 24 
$ 36 
$ 47 
$ 69 
$ 81 
$ 98 
$116 
$141 
$161 
$237 
$260 
$283 
$306 
$329 
$352 
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(Truck and Class A Special Mobile Equipment Fees con't.) 

The Secretary of State issues registration plates so designed that 
a farm motor truck registered pursuant to 29 MRSA, §246 may be 
distinguished from commercial vehicles otherwise registered under 
this section. Farm motor trucks may be driven with that 
registration only if the vehicle is used primarily for the 
transportation of agricultural products produced on and meant to 
be used in connection with the operating of a farm or farms owned, 
operated or occupied by the registrant and may not be used for the 
transportation of firewood, unless that transportation is 
incidental to other farm operations. Trucks used for the retail 
delivery of milk or used on a substantially daily delivery 
schedule on established routes are not included as "farm trucks". 
Any person fraudulently obtaining a farm truck license or using a 
truck with a license plate marked for any purposes other than 
those authorized by 29 MRSA, §246 shall be fined not less than 
$100 nor more than $500. 

When a truck is already registered, the owner, by paying an 
addition a 1 fee, may receive a short-term permit allowing him to 
haul loads of larger tonnage for a limited period of 8 months or 
less. No such permit may be issued for less than one month and no 
permit may extend beyond the expiration of the regular license. 
The fee is a percentage of the difference between the owner's 
present annual registration fee and the annual fee for the desired 
tonnage and must be computed according to the following table: 

1-month permit. . 20% 5-month permit. . . 60% 
2-month permit. . . 30% 6-month permit. . . 70'~-o 

3-month permit. . 40% 7-month permit. . 75% 
4-month permit. . 50°1:> 8-month permit. . . 80°1:> 

The fee to register special mobile equipment, Class A, is the 
same as that listed for farm truck rates up to 54,000 pounds. 
For any such equipment, the gross weight of which is in excess 
of 54,000 pounds, the fee must be in accordance with the 
following schedule: 

54,001 pounds gross weight to 60,000 pounds gross weight . . $382 
60,001 pounds gross weight to 65,000 pounds gross weight . . $412 
65,001 pounds gross weight to 70,000 pounds gross weight . . $442 
70,001 pounds gross weight to 75,000 pounds gross weight . . $472 
75,001 pounds gross weight to 80,000 pounds gross weight . . $502 
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GASOLINE TAX (Adopted 1923) 36 M.R.S.A., c.451 

An excise tax is imposed at the rate of 19 cents per gallon upon 
internal combustion engine fuel sold or used within this state. 
Refund of the fuel tax paid (less 1¢ per gallon) is provided for 
fuel used in commercial motor boats, tractors used for 
agricultural purposes, vehicles used on rail and tracks or in 
stationary engines or in mechanical or industrial arts. Fuel 
used for these purposes is subject to the 6% use tax if the fuel 
tax is refunded. Fuel used for these purposes is subject to the 
6% use tax if the fuel tax is refunded. Full refund is provided 
for certain common carrier passenger service vehicles. 

Imposed effective Ju{y 6, 1923 at 1 cent per gaifon. J.lmended Ju{y 10, 1925 increasing to 3 
cents ani providing refund fess 1 cent per gaCCon to user for certain non-liigliway use. 
Increased Ju{y 15, 192 7 to 4 cents. Increased June 1, 194 7 to 6 cents. Increased in 1955 to 
7 cents. Increased in 1969 to 8 cents. Increased in 19 71 to 9 cents. Increased in 1983 to 
14 cents. Increased !May 1, 1988 to 16 cents. Increased J.lpri{ 1, 1989 to 17 cents. 
Increased to 19 cents effective Ju{y 8, 9 ani 10, 1991 ani Ju{y 17, 1991 tlirougli June 30, 
1993. !R.f,verts to 17 cents effective Ju{y 1, 1993. 

J.lmended in 1965 to provide fuCC refund to certain common passenger carriers ani to provide 
1/2 of 1% slirinK:,.age a«owance for retaiCgasoCine ieaCers. 

J.ldded in 1963 refund provisiott for gasoCine used in pCeasure 6oats. In 1965 efiminatei 
refumfs for pCeasure 6oat use ani set aside 1.25% of gasoCine t~ revenue from wliicli is 
deducted refumfs to commercia{ motor 6oat usem 80% of 6aCance credited to 'Boating 
![aciCities !fund ani 20% of 6aCance to 'lJepartment of !Marine !f{f,sourcesi set-aside 
increased effective !May 1, 1988, to 2.00% up to $2 mif£ion. 

J.lmended in 1973 to also set aside .5% of gasoCine t~ revenue, 90% to Snowmo6iCe iJ'rai{ 
!Fund ani 10% to 'lJepartment of InCand ![islieries & 'WiCdlife. 

SPECIAL FUEL TAX (Adopted 1983) - 36 M.R.S.A. c.459) 

An excise tax is imposed at 20 cents per gallon on 
distillates (diesel fuel) and at 18 cents per gallon on low 
energy fuel (such as propane, methane and butane) when such 
fuel is used in an internal combustion engine for the 
generation of power to propel motor vehicles of any kind or 
character on the public highways or turnpikes of this 
state. The tax is normally paid by the supplier and is 
refundable to the user (less one cent per gallon) when 
special fuel is purchased for off-highway use. Fuel used 
for these purposes is subject to the 6% use tax if the fuel 
tax is refunded. Full refund is provided for certain 
common carrier passenger service vehicles. 

'Enacted effective Octo6er 1, 1983 at tlie rate of 14 cents per gaCCon on iisti{{ates ani 13 
cents per gaCCon on Cow energy fueCs. Increased on Ju{y 1, 1988 to 19 cents per ga«on on 
iistif£ates ani 15 cents per ga«on on few energy fueCs. Increased on J.lpri{ 1, 1989 to 20 
cents per ga«on on iisti{{ates ani 16 cents per ga{[on on Cow energy fueCs. 'llie specia{ fue{ 
ta~ rep{aces tlie ''Use ![uef q-~· tliat was adopted in 1941. iJ'Iie ta~ on {ow-energy fue{ 
increased from 16 cents to 18 cents per ga{{on effective Ju{y 8, 9 ani 10, 1991 ani from 
Ju{y 17, 1991 tlirougliJune 30, 1993. !f{f,verts to 16 cents per ga{[on effective Ju{y 1, 1993. 
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ROAD USE TAXES 

Motor carriers using special fuel in interstate or intrastate 
commerce within Maine are liable for a road tax equivalent to 
the Maine tax on motor fuels. Credit is allowed for Maine fuel 
tax paid, and for fuel tax paid in another jurisdiction up to 
the amount of the Maine tax. The states of Maine, New Hampshire 
and Vermont have entered into a Regional Fuel Tax Agreement 
whereby users report liability in any of the member 
jurisdictions to the jurisdiction where the user is based. 

!JtiJaa use tQ.;(es proviiea witli enactment of ftWtor fue{ ta~ faws. !lVJai tQ.;( for 
gasoCine-powerea veliicCes reftWvea effective January 1, 1988. 

AERONAUTICAL GASOLINE TAX (Adopted 1931-1939) - 36 M.R.S.A. §§2903, 
2910 

Aeronautical gasoline sold for use in propelling piston engine 
aircraft is subject to the gasoline tax and is taxed at the same 
rate as other gasoline. The tax is refundable to the user, less 
four cents per gallon. Fuel used for this purpose is subject to 
the 6% sales tax if the fuel tax is refunded. 

AERONAUTICAL JET FUEL TAX (Adopted 1988) - 36 M.R.S.A. §2903 

Fuel used for propelling jet 
domestic flights is subject to 
gallon and is exempt from sales 
international flights is exempt 
the sales and use tax. 

or turbojet engine aircraft in 
an excise tax of 3. 4 cents per 
and use tax. Jet fuel used in 
from both the jet fuel tax and 

-31-



INLAND FISHERIES & WILDLIFE LICENSES (Adopted 1917-1920) M.R.S.A. 
Title 12 (NOTE: The license fee schedule listed below is effective 
January 1, 1992) 

Hunting 
Resident Hunting 
Non-resident Big Game 
Resident Small Game 
Non-resident Small Game 
Alien Big Game 
Alien Small Game 
Resident Junior Hunting 
Non-resident Junior Small Game 
Resident Muzzle-Loading Hunting 
Non-resident Muzzle-Loading Hunting 
Alien Muzzle-Loading Hunting 
Resident Archery 
Non-resident Archery 
Alien Archery 
Resident Bear Transportation Tag, Out-of-State 
Resident Bear Transportation Tag, In-State 
Resident Deer Transportation Tag, out-of-State 
Resident Deer Transportation Tag, In-State 
License to Hunt Commercial Shooting Area 
Coyote Hunting Permit (Valid Hunting License Required) 
Pheasant Stamp 
Migratory Waterfowl Stamp 

Combination 
Resident Combination 
Resident Supersport Combination License 
Resident Serviceman's Combination 
Resident Combination Archery-Hunting & Fishing 
Non-resident Combination Hunting & Fishing 
Alien Combination Hunting & Fishing 

Trapping 
Resident Trapping 
Non-resident Trapping 
Resident Junior Trapping 

Fishing 
Resident Fishing 
Non-resident Season Fishing 
Alien Fishing 
Resident/Non-resident 3-Day Fishing 
Non-resident 7-Day Fishing 
Non-resident 15-Day Fishing 
Non-resident Exchange Fishing 
Non-resident Junior Fishing 
Eel, Alewife, Cusk, Hornpout, Sucker, 

and Yellow Perch Permit 
Resident Salmon License Season 
Non-resident Salmon License Season 
Non-resident Salmon 3-day (16 years and older) 
Non-resident Salmon Junior (under 16 years) 
Resident/Non-resident One Day Fishing License 
Fishing Derby Permit 

$ 15.00 
77.00 

8.00 
47.00 

117.00 
62.00 
3.00 

23.00 
7.00 

25.00 
50.00 
15.00 
47.00 
62.00 
55.00 

5.00 
55.00 

5.00 
15.00 
2.00 

16.00 
2.50 

28.00 
38.00 
15.00 
28.00 

107.00 
160.00 

29.00 
304.00 

5.00 

15.00 
42.00 
62.00 
17.00 
26.00 
30.00 
12.00 

5.00 

38.00 
10.00 
30.00 
15.00 

5.00 
5.00 

20.00 
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(Inland Fisheries & Wildlife Licenses con't) 

Miscellaneous 
Wildlife Exhibit Permit 
Breeders License for Wild Animals 
Falconry 
Resident Hide Dealer 
Non-resident Hide Dealer 
Special Butcher Hide Dealer 
Taxidermist Trainee 
Taxidermist 
Commercial Shooting Area 
Dog Training Area 
Duplicate License Fees 
Guide (3 years) 
Whitewater Guide 
Commercial Whitewater Outfitters 
Field Trails Sporting Retrieve Dogs 
Fur Seals 
Camp Trip Leader 
License to Cultivate or Harvest Fish 
License to Sell Inland Fish (Commercially 
grown or imported) 
Live Bait Retailer 
Baitfish Wholesaler 
Smelt Wholesaler 
Boy and Girl Camp Fishing 
One Day Bass Tournament 
All-Terrain Vehicle Registration 
All-Terrain Vehicle Dealer's Fee 

Snowmobile License (resident & non-resident) 
Snowmobile Dealers Fee 

Watercraft Registration 
Watercraft Registration-Dealer 

$ 69.00 
19.00 
20.00 
54.00 

104.00 
10.00 

10.00/5.00 
13.00 

329.00/129.00 
21.00 
l. 00 

75.00 
25.00 

250.00 
21.00 

.25 
14.00/9.00 

21.00 

21.00 
10.00 
20.00 
65.00 

44.00/69.00/100.00 
20.00 
12.00 
15.00 

($5/dealer's plate; 
$5/replacement plate) 

20.00 
15.00 

($16/additional plate; 
$5/replacement plate) 

4.00 
15.00 

:first recortf intficates 1899 - specia{ ficense pennitting secontf tfeer in Septem6er, $4.00. 
9{pn-resitknt fishing {icense atfoptetf in 1917, $2.00. :first resitknt hunting ana fishing {icense 
atfoptetf in 1919, 25 cents Cifetime ficense. 9{pn-resitfent hunting {icense atfoptetf in 1920, 
$15.00. Since then, Caws liave 6een revisetf to present status as shown 6y a6ove sclietfuU.. 
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(Inland Fisheries & Wildlife Licenses can't) 

Snowmobile Registration. Of the resident snowmobile license 
fee, $4.75 of each fee is credited to the General Fund as 
undedicated revenue; $9.25 of each fee is credited to the 
Snowmobile Trail Fund of the Department of Conservation, Bureau 
of Parks and Recreation; $6.00 of each fee is annually 
distributed to the municipality of the owner's residence as 
shown on the owner's registration certificate, except that in an 
unorganized territory, $6.00 of each fee is annually distributed 
to the county of the owner's residence as shown on the owner's 
registration certificate and credited to the unorganized 
territory fund of that county. 

Of the non-resident snowmobile license fee, $10.75 of each fee 
is credited to the General Fund as undedicated revenue, and 
$9.2 5 of each fee is credited to the Snowmobile Trai 1 Fund of 
the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Recreation. 
(12 M.R.S.A. §7824, sub-§3) 

Watercraft Registration and Safety. All revenues collected 
under 12 M.R.S.A. chapter 715, sub-chapter I, including fines, 
fees and other available moneys, must be distributed as 
undedicated revenue to the General Fund and the Department of 
Marine Resources, according to an allocation rate that directly 
relates to the administrative costs of the Division of Licensing 
and Registration and the historical revenue distribution 
pattern, including any necessary year-end reconciliation and 
accounting distribution. The allocation rate must be jointly 
agreed to by the Department and the Department of Marine 
Resources, and approved by the Department of Administrative and 
Financial Services, Bureau of the Budget. (12 M.R.S.A. §7800, 
sub-§3) 

All-Terrain Vehicle Registration. Revenues received are 
credited as undedicated revenue to the General Fund, except that 
at least $3.85 of each annual registration fee is credited to 
the ATV Recreational Management Fund administered by the 
Department of Conservation. (12 M.R.S.A. §7854 sub-§4) 

SPRUCE BUDWORM MANAGEMENT TAX {Adopted 1976 - 12 M.R.S.A. §8427 

There is established a Spruce Fir Protection District consisting 
of land which has been accepted for silvicultural treatment 
designation under 12 M.R.S.A. §8424. Lands submitted remain 
under the jurisdiction of the Act for five years. Persons 
owning parcels of forest land within the Spruce Fir Forest 
Protection District are subject to pre-project and post-project 
excise taxes for the privilege of owning and operating such 
forest land. 
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(Spruce Budworm Management Tax (can't) 

The pre-project excise tax is computed by multiplying the ratio 
of the planned spray acres for each landowner to the total 
planned spray acres for all landowners controlling 1% or more of 
the spray acres in the project by the total project cost. 

The post-project excise tax is designed to raise 90% of the 
state cost of each year's program from the owners of forest land 
actually sprayed, and 10% from all taxable acres in the Spruce 
Fir Forest Protection District. The amount of the post-project 
excise tax payable by each landowner is reduced by the amount of 
the pre-project excise taxes payable for that calendar year. 

With the subsidence of the spruce budworm populations in the 
mid-1980's, no new acreage was submitted to the District. There 
has been no resubmission of acreage as the present five year 
enrollments reach maturity. There are presently no parcels 
enrolled in the District. Although there is no immediate need 
for this mechanism, the Act remains extant. 

SARDINE TAX (Adopted 1951) - 36 M.R.S.A. c.713 

An excise tax at the rate of 35 cents per case is imposed upon 
the privilege of packing sardines and an excise tax of 15 cents 
per case is imposed on kippers and steaks. The purpose of this 
tax is to advertise, research, study and conserve the industry 
along with promoting the prosperity and welfare of the state. 

f4menaei 1963 strik._ing provision for $500,000 Cimit on co«ections. f4menaea 1965 to 
ei(empt ezyortei saraines. f4menaei 1969 to indutfe financing of inspections of saraines. 
f4menaei in 1981 to increase tai(jrom 25 cents to 30 cents. f4menaei effective Ju{y 1, 1991 
increasing tai( to 35 cents ana imposing tai( of 15 cents per case on l(jppers ana steak§ not 
previous{y su6ject to tal(. 

BLUEBERRY TAX (Adopted 1945) - 36 M.R.S.A. c.701 

A tax is imposed at the rate of 1 cent per pound of fresh fruit 
on all blueberries grown, purchased, sold or processed in this 
state. The purpose of this tax is to promote the prosperity and 
welfare of the state and the blueberry industry. 

Imposei Ju{y 21, 1945 at 1 1/4 mills per pound. Increasei Septem6er 23, 1971 to 2 1/4 mills per 
pound. Increase/ Octo6er 24, 1977 to 3 mills per pound. Increasea June 8, 1979 to 5 mills per 
pound. Increasea Ju{y 25, 1984 to 10 miCCs per pound. 
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MAHOGANY QUAHOG TAX (Adopted 1986) - 36 M.R.S.A. c.714 

A tax is imposed at the rate of $1.20 per bushel on all mahogany 
quahogs purchased from a harvester in Maine for distribution in 
wholesale channels of trade. 

Imposed Ju{y 16, 1986 at t!U- rate of 8% of tfie fanded vafue of mafiogany quafiogs. 
!f(speafetf and rep faced June 29, 198 7 cfianging rate to $1.20 per 6usfU-{. 

POTATO TAX (Adopted 1937) - 36 M.R.S.A c.710 

A tax is levied and imposed at the rate of $.05 per 
hundredweight on all potatoes raised in this state except those 
retained by the grower for seed or consumption and those 
certified by a federal-state inspector as unmerchantable. The 
purpose of this tax is to conserve and promote the prosperity 
and welfare of the state and the potato industry. 

Jilmended 1955 increasing ta;cfrom 1 cent to 2 cents per 6arref. Jilmended 1972 to $.012 per 
fiundredweiglit. Jilmended to $.025 per fiundredweiglit, effective Octo6er 1, 1975. 
Jilmended to $.05 per fiundredweiglit, 'Effective Ju{y 25, 1984. 'Unmercfianta6u potatoes 
are e;r_empted, effective Jilugust 1, 1986. 

MAINE DAIRY FARM STABILIZATION TAX (Adopted 1991) 36 M.R.S.A. 
c. 708-A 

A tax is imposed on the handling of packaged milk for retail 
sale in Maine. It must be paid by the wholesale handler or, if 
there is none, the retail handler. The rate of tax is 
established monthly in relation to the price of milk. The tax 
varies from $0.00 per quart when the price of the milk is at 
least $16.00 per hundredweight to $0.05 per quart when the price 
of milk is below $14.00 per hundredweight. Funds received are 
dedicated to assisting in the stabilization of the Maine dairy 
industry. 

MAINE MILK POOL (Adopted 1984) - 7 M.R.S.A. §3153 

A fee determined by the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Resources is imposed on all Maine milk dealers and 
credited to the Maine Milk Pool for redistribution to Maine and 
eligible Boston market producers to equalize price differentials 
in the dual market system. A promotion fee of $0.10 per 
hundredweight is applied to all milk produced by each 
producer-dealer and credited to the Maine Dairy Promotion Board, 
except that $0.02 per hundredweight is paid by the Board to the 
Maine Dairy and Nutrition Council. The promotion fee is also 
paid to the Maine Milk Pool by Maine market dealers on all milk 
imported for sale within the State. 
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FERTILIZER TAX (Adopted 1949) - 36 M.R.S.A. c.705 

A tax is imposed at a rate of 12 cents per 
manufacturer or distributor of mixed fertilizer in 
The purpose of this tax is to finance the cost 
inspecting and analyzing commercial fertilizer . 

.9/..menaea 1959 increasing tai(jrom 1 to 4 cents per ton . 

.9/..menaea 1971 increasing ta?(jrom 4 to {0 cents per ton . 

.9/..menaea 1979 increasing ta?(jrom 10 to 12 cents per ton. 

ton on any 
this state. 

of sampling, 

COMMERCIAL FORESTRY EXCISE TAX (Adopted in 1985) - 36 M.R.S.A. c.367 

This tax was enacted by PL 1985, c.514, to replace the "Forest 
Fire Suppression Tax" (which, in turn, replaced the Forest 
District Tax formerly imposed in the Unorganized Territory and 
selected adjoining towns). The General Fund bears 
approximately 1/2 the total costs of forest' fire control and 
the commercial forestry excise tax provides the remaining 1/2 
of the total costs. This tax is assessed against owners of 
more than 500 acres of forested land in the state. 

MINING EXCISE TAX (Adopted 1981) - 36 M.R.S.A. c. 371 

An excise tax is imposed on each mining company for the 
privilege of conducting mining within the state. It is imposed 
in lieu of all property taxes on or with respect to mining 
property except for the real property tax on buildings and 
land, excluding the value of minerals and rights. 

The annual excise tax on each mine site is the greater of: 

1) The value of facilities and equipment multiplied by 0.005; or 
2) A tax on gross proceeds computed by a formula. 

The statutes specify the percentage of tax revenues which are to 
be distributed to the General Fund, Mining Impact Assistance 
Fund, and the Mining Excise Tax Trust Fund. 

UNORGANIZED TERRITORY EDUCATIONAL AND SERVICES TAX (Adopted 1977) 
36 M.R.S.A. c.ll5 

The Unorganized Territory Educational and Services Tax is levied 
upon non-exempt real and personal property located in the 
Unorganized Territory Tax District as of April 1st of each 
year. The tax is computed and apportioned on the basis of the 
State Tax Assessor's determination of the value of the 
property. The tax rate is calculated to raise the municipal 
cost component. 

The Unorganized Territory Tax District includes all of the 
unorganized territory of the State of Maine. 
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(Unorganized Territory con't) 

The municipal cost component is the cost of funding services in 
the Unorganized Territory Tax District which would not be borne 
by the state if the Unorganized Terri tory Tax District were a 
municipality. 

The municipal cost component is comprised of the following 
categories of services provided for the Unorganized Territory: 
Public Safety; Land Use Regulation Commission; Secretary of 
State; property tax assessment; county reimbursement for 
services; education and human services; and general assistance. 
The Legislature determines the municipal cost component for the 
current fiscal year and so advises the State Tax Assessor for 
computation of the mill rates for the Unorganized Territory 
Educational and Services Tax. 

Revenue from this tax is credited to the Unorganized Territory 
Educational and Services Fund which is used to reimburse State 
and County Governments for the cost of providing municipal 
services in the Unorganized Territory. 

RECYCLING ASSISTANCE FEE (Adopted 1989) 36 M.R.S.A. c.719 

A recycling assistance fee is imposed on the retail sale of new 
tires and new lead-acid batteries at the rate of $1.00 each and 
on new major appliances, new major furniture, new mattresses and 
new bathtubs at the rate of $5. 00 each. The fee is applied in 
the same manner as sales and use tax. Any exclusion, exemption 
or credit provided in the sales and use tax law also applies to 
the recycling assistance fee. Retailers responsible for 
collecting and remitting sales and use tax are also responsible 
for collecting and remitting the recycling assistance fee. New 
tires, new lead-acid batteries, new major appliances, new major 
furniture, new bathtubs and new mattresses purchased out of 
state for use within the state are also subject to the recycling 
assistance fee. All revenues are dedicated to the Maine Solid 
Waste Management Fund which is used to fund the activities of 
the Maine Waste Management Agency and the solid waste regulatory 
activities of the Department of Environmental Protection. 
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SUMMARY OF BONDED DEBT 

The following page contains a schedule SUMMARY OF BONDED DEBT for 
the State of Maine as of June 30, 1992. 

This schedule covers the fiscal years of 1968 through June 30, 
1992. The Total Interest column represents the total amount of 
interest paid by all funds, as does the Total Bonds Retired and New 
Bonds Issued, with the Total Bonded Debt shown as of June 30th of 
each fiscal year. 

Also included in this report are the totals of the Authorized by 
Unissued Bonds as of June 30, 1992. 

In addition to the amounts listed in this schedule, the state's 
credit is pledged to guarantee certain loans. As of June 30, 1992 
these pledges amounted to the following: 

PURPOSE OF GUARANTEE 

Finance Authority of Maine 

Business Loans to Veterans 

Student Loans 

School Buildings 

Indian Housing 

CONSTITUTIONAL 
OR STATUTORY 

LIMITS 

$ 87,500,000 

4,000,000 

4,000,000 

4,800,000 

1.000,000 
$101,300,000 

BONDS AUTHORIZED 
NOT ISSUED 

-CONTINGENT 

$ 87,468,141 

4,000,000 

3,200,000 

3,795,000 

1,000.000 
$ 99,463,141 
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GENERAL HIGHWAY 
YEAR FUND FUND 

1968 24,775,000 41,000,000 
1969 48,045,000 47,375,000 
1970 88,020,000 43,670,000 
1971 102,810,000 55,265,000 
1972 128,035,000 60,995,000 
1973 158,020,000 69,945,000 
1974 163,990,000 64,720,000 
1975 179,765,000 70,095,000 
1976 187,010,000 65,305,000 
1977 188,270,000 60,515,000 
1978 187,235,000 55,725,000 
1979 185,945,000 50,935,000 
1980 169,370,000 59,145,000 
1981 172,834,000 62,105,000 
1982 161,217,000 67,745,000 
1983 185,097,000 90,260,000 
1984 175,899,000 94,830,000 
1985 170,084,000 93,185,000 
1986 177,110,000 91,240,000 
1987 183,990' 000 92,365,000 
1988 201 '160,000 88,170,000 
1989 221 ,645,000 98,850,000 
1990 202,405,000 87,610,000 
1991 277,710,000 102,870,000 
1992 308,590,000 107,395,000 

Authorized Bonds- Unissued 
General Improvement loan 
Highway Fund 

UNIVERSITY 
OF MAINE 

&ETV 

16,190,000 
15,810,000 
15,430,000 
15,020,000 
14,605,000 
14,185,000 
13,895,000 
13,605,000 
13,305,000 
12,995,000 
13,585,000 
13,210,000 
12,835,000 
12,450,000 
12,060,000 
11,655,000 
11,245,000 
10,805,000 
10,360,000 
9,895,000 
9,420,000 
8,930,000 
8,435,000 
7,910,000 
7,380,000 

$122,725,600 
$39,000,000 

$161 ,725,600 

SUMMARY OF BONDED DEBT 

PUBLIC 
SERVICE 

ENTERPRISES 

4,550,000 
4,310,000 
4,020,000 
3,780,000 
1,390,000 
1,230,000 
1,120,000 
1,010,000 

900,000 
790,000 
680,000 
570,000 
460,000 
550,000 
630,000 

2,200,000 
2,000,000 
1,890,000 
1,800,000 
1,710,000 
1,620,000 
1,530,000 
1,440,000 
1,350,000 
1,260,000 

TOTAL TOTAL NEW 
TEACHERS INTEREST BONDS BONDS 
COLLEGES PAID RETIRED ISSUED 

14,385,000 2,921,429 7,802,000 19,215,000 
15,160,000 3,558,003 5,785,000 35,585,000 
14,865,000 5,337,556 7,720,000 43,025,000 
14,545,000 7,770,515 9,470,000 34,885,000 
14,205,000 8,874,020 11,190,000 39,000,000 
13,845,000 10,279,959 13,455,000 51,450,000 
13,485,000 11,678,338 15,850,000 15,835,000 
13,095,000 12,098,642 16,625,000 36,985,000 
12,705,000 12,978,162 17,790,000 19,445,000 
12,280,000 13,030,951 19,780,000 15,405,000 
11,850,000 12,779,667 20,475,000 14,700,000 
11,390,000 12,933,309 21,940,000 14,915,000 
13,025,000 12,462,444 23,115,000 15,900,000 
12,450,000 13,469,520 23,993,000 29,547,000 
11,865,000 14,702,062 26,252,000 19,380,000 
11,240,000 18,525,756 27,410,000 74,345,000 
10,610,000 19,806,338 32,423,000 26,555,000 
9,970,000 20,023,385 32,695,000 24,045,000 
9,320,000 20,383,504 35,839,000 39,735,000 
8,615,000 21,478,787 36,245,000 42,990,000 
7,905,000 21,719,356 38,570,000 50,270,000 
7,145,000 22,775,476 41,955,000 71,780,000 
6,385,000 23,030,150 49,325,000 17,500,000 
5,580,000 20,012,627 46,980,000 136,125,000 
4,755,000 26,131,004 47,155,000 81,415,000 

TOTAL STATE BONDED DEBT June 30, 1992 
TOTAL UNISSUED AUTHORIZED BONDS June 30, 1992 
TOTAL AUTHORIZED BONDED DEBT June 30, 1992 

TOTAL 
BONDED DEBT 

JUNE 30 

100,900,000 
130,700,000 
166,005,000 
191 ,420,000 
219,230,000 
257,225,000 
257,210,000 
277,570,000 
279,225,000 
274,850,000 
269,075,000 
262,050,000 
254,835,000 
260,389,000 
253,517,000 
300,452,000 
294,584,000 
285,934,000 
289,830,000 
296,575,000 
308,275,000 
338,100,000 
306,275,000 
395,420,000 
429,680,000 

$429,680,000 
$161 ,725,600 
$591 ,405,600 



STATE & LOCAL TAX REVENUE 
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STATE & LOCAL TAX REVENUE 
PER $1000 INCOME - 1990 
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Source: 
Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations, "Significant Features of Fiscal 
Federalism" 1992, Volume II, Tables R2 & R3. 
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PERSONAL INCOME TAX 
PER CAPITA - 1990 
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PERSONAL INCOME TAX 
PER $1000 INCOME - 1990 
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Source: 
Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations, "Significant Features of Fiscal 
Federalism" 1992, Volume II, Tables R2 & R3. 
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SALES TAX 
PER CAPITA - 1990 
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Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations, "Significant Features of Fiscal 
Federalism" 1992, Volume II, Tables R2 & R3. 
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