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Introduction 

The Maine Bureau of Highway Safety (MeBHS) is committed to reducing 
fatalities and injuries resulting from motor vehicle crashes on our highways. 

Our mission is to promote programs and projects that make Maine's highways 
safer. We believe, that through our existing committed partnerships, identifying 
and expanding new partnerships with others interested in highway safety, 
through a data driven approach to program planning, through public information 
and education, and with coordinated enforcement activities, that we can achieve 
our goal to reduce fatalities and injuries. 

Our office, a bureau \mder the Maine Department of Public Safety, currently 
consists of five full-time employees who are dedicated to the issues of highway 
safety. We also contract with Mid-Coast EMS for a full-time occupant 
protection educator and coordinator and with the Maine Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention for a full-time child passenger safety educator and 
coordinator. 

This federal fiscal year 2005 Annual Report reflects the major initiatives and 
accomplishments under the identified program areas outlined in our FY 2005 
Highway Safety Plan. 
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Maine Highway Safety Office Staff 

Lauren V. Stewart, Director 
From left to right: Kristina Paulhus, Traci Willis, Carl Hallman, and Jobnny Male 
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The target audience was males between the ages of 18 and 34 (based on a 
NHTSA National Study) and air-time was purchased by the advertising agency 
at radio stations deemed most listened to, by that age group. The radio ad 
played during the morning and evening commutes, the early evening hours and 
also during the noon travel period. The advertising agency used over 
$130,000.00 and was able to purchase around 5,700 paid PSA spots at Maine 
radio stations. In addition, our "buy" earned over $104,000.00 in free 
advertising; equal to 2,420 free PSA spots. 

MeBHS asked the MeDOT, Maine Turnpike, National Guard Armories and all 
police departments to display the message, BUCKLE UP-NO EXCUSES on 
their message boards. Everyone complied and our message was seen throughout 
the state. 

We hosted one successful press conference at Inland Hospital in Waterville, on 
the first day of the enforcement campaign. As a result, we had numerous spots 
on local TV news stations during the evening and morning news. Additionally, 
a number of newspapers carried stories about the effort throughout the entire 
two-week campaign. 
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Looking To The Future 

Our safety efforts in Federal Fiscal Year 2006 will continue to focus on reducing 
fatalities and serious injuries. We are committed to expanding and 
strengthening partnerships statewide in an effort to work together to address our 
highway safety concerns. 

We hope to, in the future, again address the significant challenge of instituting a 
primary seat belt law for this State. 

Data presented in this Annual Report highlights the need for Maine to continue 
to focus on reducing alcohol-related and speed-related crashes, fatalities and 
serious injuries through combined education and enforcement efforts. Also 
based on recent data regarding motorcycle crashes in Maine, we see a clear need 
to focus direct attention toward reducing the number of fatalities and serious 
injuries resulting from motorcycle crashes on Maine roads and highways. 

The MeBHS has already taken steps to resurrect a state-wide Traffic Records 
Committee to identify all parties benefiting from coordinated traffic records 
systems and to review our state-wide plan and update as necessary. 

Finally, we will continue to work closely with the Maine Department of 
Transportation and all of our partners on the State' s Strategic Highway Safety 
Plan to implement the behavioral countermeasures identified in that Plan. 
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Financial Summary 
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