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LAWS OF MAINE 

REL.A.TING TO 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 
Being Chapter' 11, Revised Statutes of 1883, as amended by subsequent 

legisl:l.tion, governing the management of all public schools except those 
in districts organized with special powers by acts of Leg·islature. 

*SEcr. 1. The sclwol districts in all towns in this School 
. . disLricts, 

state are hereby abolished. Provided, however, that abolished. 

school districts organized with special powers by act of 

the legislature. may' retain such organization and spec-

ial powers; but said districts shall annually, on or . 
before tbe first day of June, by their agents, trustees or ~e~sel~fn, 
directors, submit to the school committees of their sev- ~1~;~~~~!ld 
eral towns estimates of the amount ;·equired for the districts. 

maintenance of the schools therein, other than free high 
schools, for the ens_uing school year, and shall be enti-

tled to such portion of the common school funds of the -provisions 
town as said committees shall Jetermine, wbich sum shall in such ca.ses. 

not be less tban is necessary for tbe maintenance of 
their schools for a period equal to that of the other 

schools of the town. 

Tbe corporate powers of every school district shall-corporate 
. . powers neces-

contrn ue under this act so far as the same may be nee- :,mry for 

f f . 1· b"J' . d h ~· . enforcement essary or the meeting o its 1a 1 1t1es an t e en1orcing of rig.llt.s and 
f . . h l h ld . i.. meetrng o its ng ts; anc any property e rn trust kJJ any obli;:ptions, 
h 1 d . . b . - f .f d . b f contrnuecl. sc oo 1stnct y virtue o a g1 c, ev1se or equest or 

the bene6.t of said district shall continue to be held and 

used according to the terms thereof. 

*Comprising sections 1 and 4 of chapter 216, Public Laws of 18l1J3. 



4 SCHOOL LA1tYS OF MAINE. 

Towns. to *SECT, 2. Immediately after this act sha11 have become 
take posses- 1 t , bQll t k ,, f 11 ho 1 ho s sion of school a aw, owns S ~ a e possesvlOD O a SC O - use , 
~~1~}~;1\{{~·al lands, apparatus and other property O\VOed and used by 
~;~~~~f, to be the school districts hereby abolished, which districts 

-tax there
for, to be 

may lawfully sell and convey. Tbe property so taken 
shall forthwith be appraised by the assessors of said 
towns, and at the first annual assessment thereafter a tax 
sl.iall be levied. upon the whole town, or such part there-

assess.er1. of as is included within the districts aboiished, equal to 
-remittance, 
to be macle to the whole of mid appraisal, and there shall be remitted 
tax pa:vers of . . . . 
euch clistrict. to the tax payers of each of said distncts the said 

appraised value of its property so taken. In case of 
districts comprising parts of two or more towns, the 
assessors of said towns shall jointly appraise the school 

-nrocedure, b l . · 1 d' · d h 11 d · in~case of c1is- property e ongrng to sam 1stncts, an. s a etermme 
tncts corn- . . 
prising parts the part thereof belonging to each of the said towns, and 
of two or h b 11 · b · · f more towns. eac town s a_ remit to t e tax payers 10 its part o 

No school 
aboli:3bec1, or 
locution 
thereof 
chunge(l, 
except by 
vote of town 

such district the part so determined, in the same manner 
as in case of distri0ts wholly within said town ; except 
that cities or towns, which have or shall reimburse dis
tricts or parts of districts for their school property, 
shall receive for the use of such city or town, the money 
to which such districts or parts of districts shall be enti
tled under this act. 

*SECT. 3. This act shall not abolish or change the 
location of any school legally established at the time of 
its passage; but any town at its annual meeting, or at 
a meeting called for the purpose, may determine the 

~ne~~1r;,1:~ of number and locaLion of its schools, and may discontinue 
~~~~~ittee. them or change their location; but such discontinuance 

or change of location shall be made only on the written 
recommendation of the superintending school commit
tee, and on conditions proper to preserve the just rights 

-~chool com- and privileaes of the inhabitants for whose benefit such 
m1t.tee, rnay o _ 
~~~E~l~~small schools were. established; provided, however, tbat in 

case of any school having~ as now established, or which 
shall hereafter have, too few scholars for its profitable 
maintenance, the superintending school committee may 

-in such suspend the operation of such school for not more 
cases, may 
procure con- than one year, unleas otherwise instructed by the town, 
veyance of . . 
scholars to and may provide for the scholars beloogrng thereto, in 
other scl10ols. __ 

*Sections 2 aml 3 of chapter 216, Publi,c Laws of 1893. 



SCHOOL LAWS OF MAINE. 

other schools, for which purpose they may, if in their 
judgment necessary, procure the conveyance of said 
scholars to such other schools and pay for tbe same from 
the school money~ of the town. 

5 

*SECT. 4. Tbe school moneys of eTery town shall Scbools, shall 
· . , all be of same 

be so expended as to give as nearly as practicable tne length, anc1 
, . . 

1 
not, less than 

same aggregate annual H~ngtb of terms in all its schoo s, ~o weeks per 
and every town shall make provision for the maintenance year. 

of all its schools for not less than twenty weeks annually. 

Any town failing to maintain its schools as provided in -penalty, for 
b. · h 11 b db ,.:i f d · 'L t t failuretothus t 1s sect10n, s a e e arreu rorn rawmg HS s a e maintain 

school moneys, till it shall have made suitable provisions schools. 

for so maintaining them thereafter. 

*'SECT. 5. Adjoining towns, upon the written recom- Union 
d . f b h l . f 'd schools. may men at10n o t e sc oo comrn1ttee o sa1 towns, may be main-

b . . . . b 1 f h b taine!l. y concurrent act10n mamta10 urnon sc oo s or t e en-
efit of parts of said towns in what are now union school 
districts, or may establish such schools, and shall con-

tribute to their support each in proportion to the number -manuer of 
of scholars in each of said tcwos attending such schools. support. 

Said schools shall be under the management of the -manage
school committee of the town in which their school ment. 

houses are located. 

SECT, G. Every town sb~ll raise and expend, annu-Towns, tGJ 
::iJly, for the support of schools therein, exclusive of the ~~t~eoi~1~o 
income of any corporate school fund, or of any grant f:~~1}t;~t. 
from tbe revenue or funds from. the state, or· of any 
voluntary donation, devise or bequest, or of any for-
feiture accruiD g to the use of schuols, not less than 

eighty cents for each inhabitant, according to the cen-
sus by wbich representatives to the legislature wer_e last 

apportioned, under penalty of forfeiting not less than -penalty. 
twice nor more than four times the amount of its defi-

ciency. 

SEcr. 7. When tbe governor and council have reason School fund 
b 1. b b l t i · d d ancl mill tax, to e 1eve t at a town as neg ec ec to raise an ex pen to be withheld 

h h 1 . d b 1 f . bf 11 d from clelin-t e sc oo money require y aw, or a1t u y to expe_n quent towns. 
the school money received from the state, they shall 
direct the treasurer of state to withhold further payment 

to such town from the state school fund and mill tax 

* Sections 5 and 6 of chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893. 



6 SCHOOL LAWS OF MAINE. 

until such town satisfies them tliat it has expended the 
full amount of ~chool money required by law. 

Towns, shall *SECr. 8. Towns shall provide school books for the 

~~·g;~nooks, use of the pupils in their public schools, at the expense 
&c. of said town ; and all moneys raised and appropriated 

for tbat purpose, shall be as3essed like other moneys. 

Distribution *SH.CT. 9. Sehool eGm mittees shall make sueb rulei, 
and preserva- . 
tion of. and regulations not repugnant to law, as tbey deem 

proper, for the distribution and preservaLion of school 

books a.nd appliances furnished at tl.ie expense of the 
town. 

School book:::, SECT. 10. \iVben a pupil in the public school loses, 
damag·es for 
injuring or desLroys, or unnecessarily injures any such school book 
destroying, l f 
bow recov- or app iance, furnished sueb pupil at the expense o · 
ered of 
parent, &c. said town~ his parent or guardian shall be notiti.ed, and 

Cities and 
towns, may 
instruet in 
industrial or 
mecbanical 
drawing, and 
may support 
evening 
schools. 

Certificate of 
cities, towns, 
·&c., to be 
return eel 
annually to 
State super
intendent. 

if the loss or damage is not made good to the satisfac

tion of such corn mittee within a reasonable time, they 

sb.:.11 report the case to the assessors, who shall include 

in the next town tax of the delinquent parent or guar

dian the value of the book or appliance so lost, destroyed 

or iujured, to be assessed and collected as othEr town 

taxes. 

tSECT. 11. Any city or town may annually make pro

vision for free instruction in industrial or mechanical 
drawing, to persons over fifteen years of age, either in 

day or evening schools, under direction of the superin
tending school committee. Cities and towns may raise 

and appropriate money for the support of evening schools 

in addttion to the sum they raise for the support ot com
mon schools. Sa.id evening scbools shall admit persons 
of any age, shall teach only the elementary branches 

and shall be under the direction and supervision of the 

local school board. 

SECT. 12. (Repealed by chapter 216, Public Laws 

of 1893.) 
SECT. 13. The assessors or municipal officers of each 

town, shall, on or before tbe first day of each May, 

make to the state superintendent of common schools, a 

certificate, under oath, ernbraeing tbe following items: 

, * As amended by chapter 268, Public Laws of 1889. 
- t As amended by chapter 24.6, Public Laws of 1889. 



SCHOOL LAWS OF MAINE. 

I. The amount voted by the town for common Amount votecl by 
-schools at preceding annual meeting. tow~. 

II. The amount of school moneys pavable to the -payable 
- ~ . from state. 

town from the state treasury during the year endrng 
with the first day of the preceding April. 

lll. The amount of money actually expended for-expended 
for schools. 

common schools during the last school ,year. 

7 

IV. The amount of school moneys unexpended, -unexpended 
whether in the town treasury or in the hands of llistrict 
agents. 

V. Answers to such other inquiries as are presented 
to secure a full and complete statement o!' school rev
enues and expenditures. 

SECT. 14. The state superintendent Rhall prepare and manks fur
furnish to the town officers !Such blanks ag he deems~~~,~~~~: to 
proper to secure the fiscal returns required in the pre- -:,upcrin-

d . . H b ll h f' tendent, to ce mg section. e s a return to, t e treasurer o make return 
h fi d f J 1 11 l. f L to state state ont erst ayo uy,annua y, a 1sto SUCl..ltreasurer. 

towns as have made snch fiscal returns; and no school -money, 
l 

. withheld 
moneys shal ba pa1d by the treasurer of state to any from <1elin-

l . l k h quent towns. town, so ong as it neg ects to ma e sue returns. 
Sections 15 and 16 tRepealed by chapter 216, Pub

lic Laws of 1893.) 
SECT. 17. No money appropriated by law for public school 

schools shall be paid from the treasury of any town, ~1~'.i~5;;. how 
exc2pt upon the written on1er of its municipal officers; towns. 

and no such order shall be drawn by said officers, except ;J~:hed. 
upon presentation of a properly vouched bill of items. 

*S1wr. 18. Every town shall choose by ballot at its Town, to 
l . . a· h l . f' c!Joo,.,e ,lUper-annUa meetmg, a supennten mg sc oo committee o intending 

• school 
three, fi,·e or seven, unless already done, to hold ofli:e committee. 
as provided in section eighty-six, and shall fill vacan-
cies arising therein at each subsequent annual meeting. 
No perwn is ineliaible to the ofliee of superintending -se~, !1~ ~est 

e, of ellg1b1llty. 
school committee, on account of sex. 

Section 19. (Reprnled by chapter 216,Public Laws of 
1893.) 

*SECT. 20. A town failing to elect members of super- .Neglect to 
· t d · h 1 · t · d b 1 f f · choose m en mg sc oo commit ee as require y aw, or e~ts committee 
not less than thirty nor more than two hundred dollars. ot' supervisor. 

*As amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 18tl3. 



8 SCHOOL LAWS OF MAINE. 

Right to ::tt- *SECT. 21. The age of pupils allowed to attend the--
tend school, 
defined. public schools of this state is hereby fixed between the 

ages of five and twenty-one years of age. Any person 
between the age of five and twenty-one years living at 

any light station not em braced within the limits of any 

school district, shall be admitted to any public school 

in this state without pa Jing tuition. Such scholars shall 

be entitled to all privileges and benefits, and be subj,cet 

to the same conditions, rules and regulations as scholars 

residing in tbe district in which they attend school. 

Towns, to Towns may make such by-laws, not repugnant to law, 
make bv-laws · b b' · 1 t d h'ld b · concernhg concernrng a 1tua1 truan s, an c I ren et ween six 
truants. and seventeen years of age not attending school, with

out any regular and lawful occupation, and growing up 

in ignorance, as are most conducive to their welfare and 

the good order of society; and may annex a suitable 

-penalty. penalty, not exceeding twenty dollars, for any breach 

thereof; but such by-laws must be first approved by a 
judge of the supreme judicial court. 

Who shall SECT. 22. Such towns shall, at their annual meeting,. 

~?~f;i~\~ gf appoint one or more persons, who alone shall make com-
by-laws. plaints for violations of said by-lawf3, and shall execute. 

the judgments of the magistrate. 

SECT. 23. Said magistrate, in place of fine, may 
Truant chil-
clreu, in suit- order children proved to be growing up in truancy, and 
t~1!s~nstitu- without the benefit of the education provided for them 

by law, to be placed for such periods as he thinks expe
dient, in the institution of instruotion, house of reforma
tion, or other suitable.situation provided for the purpose 
under section twenty-one. 

tcoMPULSORY EDUCATION. 

SECT. 24. E1·:ery person having under his control a Children 
between ~ges child between the ages of eight and fifteen years, shall 
of 8 and fo 
years, shall annually cause such child to attend, for at least sixteen 
attend public 
school at least weeks, some public school, which time shall be divtded, 
16 weeks 
annually. so far as the arrangement of school terms will allow,-

into two terms each of eight consecutive weeks, and for 
-penalty for 
neglect. every neglect of such duty, the person offending shalt 

*.As ameuclecl by chapters 162 :mcl Hl9, Public Laws of 1893. 
tCliapter 22, Public Laws of 1887. 



SCHOOL LAWS OF l\LUNE. 

forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty-five dollars to tbe 

treasurer of the city or town for the use of tbe public 

schools in sucb city or town ; but if such child bas been 

otherwise f'urnisbed for a like period of time with the 

meaDs of education, equal to tbat taught in tbe common 

schools of Lhe state, or if bis physical or mental condi-

tion is Buch as to prevent attendance at school or appli- -when pen

cation to study, such penalty shall not he incurred. j~~tlnsd~t~.\'.e~l~t 
Children living remote from any public school io the 

town in which tbey reside may be allowed to attend tbe-chilllren, 
may .:,ttend 

public schools in an adjoinina town under such reaula- ,,c,hool in 
o O tll1joining 

tions and on such terms as the school committees of town. 

said towns agree upon and prescribe, and the school 

cornrniLtee of tbe town in which such children reside 

shall pay the sum agreed upon out of the appropriations 

of money raised in said town for school purposes. 

*SECT. 25. Cities and towm shall annually elect one Cities anLl 
" towns. ;,hall 

or more persons, to be designated truant officers, who el~ct t,rnant 
shall inquire into all cases of neglect of the duty pre- officers. 

scribed in section one, (Sect. 24,) and ascertain the 

reasons therefor, and sball promptly report the same to 

the snperintending school committee, and such truant 

officers, or any one of them, shall, when so directed by 

the school committee or supervisor in writing, prosecute, 
in the. name of the city or town, any person liable to 

the penalty provided in said section ; and said officers 

shall have power, and it shall be their duty, wbeo noti-

fied by any teacher, that any pupil is irregular in aLten- -<luties. 

dance, to arrest and take such pupil to school wben 

found truant; and further, it shall be the duty of such 

offic:er£_to enforce the provisions of sections one hundred 

fourteen to one hundred sixteen, inclusive, of chapter 

eleven of the revised statutes. Every city or town 

neglecting to elect truaut officers, and truant officers 

· neglecting to prosecute when directed, as required by 

law, shall forfeit not less than ten nor more tban fifty 

dollars to the nse of tbe public schools in the city or -penalty for · 
· . neo-lect. town neglectmg as aforesa1d, or to the use of the pub- "' 

lie schools in the city or town where such truant ·officer u2~~l£r~~~t 
·a Th . . 1 ffi h 11 fl h officers. res1 es. e mumc1pa o cers s a x t e compen-

*As amended by chapter 206, Public Laws ot 1893. 
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Bovs of cer
tai11 ngcs, re
fusini to nt
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to be sent to 
refon11 
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of officers. 
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free high 
school. 

--amount. 

--proviso. 

-how pai<l. 

-proviso. 

SCHOOL LAWS OF l\IAINE, 

sation of the truant cffieers elected as prescribed in this 

section. 

SI<~CT. 2G. Every boy between the ages of ten and fif
teen years who rd uses to attend school as required in 

section one (Sect. 2°!) and who may he found wandning 

about the streets or public places of any city or town 

during the sd'O'>l hours of the school day, while the 

school of which be is 1t,gally a schol::tr is in session, on 

com plaint of ! he 1ru:rnt c ffi,:,('1''3 as provided in f-ection 

thret~ ( Stet. 2;')), shall he committed to the Slate Rdorm 

Sdl'Jol; provided, however, that it shall be the tluty of 
ev(•ry trnant cfft,:u previous to making complaint under 

this sectir,n, to notify the truant or absentee Lom school, 

also the 1wrHm having him under control, of the off.!nce 

CDmmitted aud the peualty therefor, and if the truant 

cflkn· can obtain sat1sfact0i'y ph,dges that.the child will 

conform to section one of this act, he F-hall forbear to 

prosecute ~o Lwg as ~nch pledges are faithfully kept. 

SECT. 27. Police or municipal courts and trial j us~ices 

shall uaye jurisdiction cf the offences described in sec

tions twenty-fonr, twenty-five and twenty-six. 

!-"REE IIIGII SCHOOLS, . 

*SECT. :!8. A11y town which establishes and main
taius a free high school as provided by this section and 

the seven following, for at least ten weeks in any one 
year, Eihull, on complJing with the conditions hereinafter 

set fortb, receive from the 8tate one-half the amount 

actual!~, txpended for instruction in said school, not 

exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars; provided, that 

no town shall receive sucll state aid unless its appropria

tion and f·xpenditure for sucl.} school, has been exclusive 

of the amounts required by law for common RchocJl pur

posPs. 8u~h aid fihall he paid from the state treasury on 

and after the firRt day of each December, up~n certifica

tion by the governor and council as provided by section 

thirty-fl ve. But whenever a town or precinct desir~s to 
draw its state aid semi-anlJually, it shall be paid on and 

after tbe first daj s of June and December; provided, 

that the supervisor of such town makes, semi-annually, 

*Ai-, amemled by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
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before said days, the report required in section thirty

five. 

11 

*SEcr. 29. Any town may establish and maintain not Free high 
. schools, nny 

excHding two free l11gh schools; and in such case shall town 1_11ay 
· l · · establish two. 

receive t 1e same state aid as 1f the expenditures of both 

schools had b~en made for one. Two or more arlj!)ining _a<l.ioining 

towns may unite in establisbing and maintaining a free ;~;~~;;;;t:i~ay 
high school, and both shall receive the same state aid as school. 

if such school harl. been maintfLined by oue town. So 

long as any town dedines to av:iil itself of the foregoing 

provisions, the inhabitants of any section of said town -precincts, 

may organize a free high school precinct in the manner i~!:J );
1
~t·gun

bereinafLer provided, whieh may establish and main- e,,;tahli,,;hed. 

tain a free high school, and recf'ive state aid the same as 

the town might have done; provided, that no more tllan -proviso. 

two such free high sc.;hools shall be established in any 

town, and that the amount of aid extPnded to the pre-

cinct-, in any town shall not exceed the sum that the 

town might have received: on pt,tition of any fl ve voters 

resident in said section, recitiug the limits of the pre-
cinct proposed, the municipal <Aficers of the town shall 

call a meeting of the voters within said limits by C'.l.using 

notices, specifying the time, place and purposes of said 

meeting, seven days before the time appointed, to be 
posted in two or more conspicuous places within said 

limits. Said meeting shall choose a moderator and a 

clerk who shall be sworn, and shall, by a maj'.)rity vote 

of those present and voting, determine whether said pre-
cinct shall be organized. It shall choose an agent who 
s·ball he duly sworn, whose powers and duties shall be 

.as hereinafter defined. Such precinct may continue its 
organization from year to year by the holding of meet-

ings called in the manner aforesaid, so long as the town 

shall neglect or refuse to support free high schools. 

Sections of adjoining towns may organize as herein pro- -s.e~tions of 

·a } d bl" l d , • • f h" h a<!JOlill!lg VJ e( an may esta is 1 an rnatn1am a union ree 1g towns, may 
. . . organize pre-

school, and, w1tb the consent of both towns, may receive cincts, and 
. l f h ·a t b d . d urnintain, a proport1ona part o sue a1 , o c eterrrnne as pro- receive and 

'd d b . h' fl b . t . d th expencl v1 e y section t 1rty- ve, ut m no case o Excee e (lonations and 

amount that either town might have received. But no bequests. 

more than two such precincts shall exist at the same 

*As amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
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time in any town. Moneys voted by said precincts shalP 
be assessed and collected in the manner now provided 

for assessment and collection of moneys voted hy school 

districts. Towns sball receive in trust and faithfully 

expend gifts and bequests made to aid in the mainte

nance of free high schools, and shall receive aid in such 

cases to the same extent and on tLe same conditions as 

if such schools bad been established and maintained by 
taxation ; and any town or district shall receive rnch 

state aid on any expenditure for a free high school or 

schools, made from the funds or proceeds of the real 

estate of an academy or incorporated institution ot learn

ing, surrendered or transferrtd to snc.:h town or district 

for educational purposes; but if any part of the money 

so paid by the state is expended for any other purpose 

than the support of such free high schools, as provided Penalty, for 
misapplying 
monev by this section, then each person so misapplying said 
appro.priaterl 
by state. money forfeits double the sum so misapplied, to be 

Location. 

-school
rooms, cic., 
how suppliec1 
an(1 
furnisllec1. 

-proviso. 

recovered in an action of debt, in the name and to the 

use of the town, by any inhabitant thereof; and no town 
shall receive further support from the state for any free 

high school, until the amount so received, but misap

plied, bas been raised and expended for such free high 
schools by snch town. 

*SECT. 30. Any 1own, or union of towns, precinct 
or union of precincts, voting to establish a free high 

school as herein provided, may locate the same per

manen tiy, or vote Lhat the terms thereof be held alter
nately in such sections or precincts within the town or 

towns as may be selected, and as may accept said sebool. 
The precinct in wbicb said school is thus helrl, shall sup-
ply appropriate equipments, and furnish a warm and suit

able building for the same ; providecl, that such precinct 

may use its school-house or school-houses for such free 

high school, when not required for ordinary school pur-

poses. 

tSEcT. 31. Tbe course of study in the free high 
Course of 
stucly, wbat it schools, shall embrace the ordinary Engltsh academic 
shall 
embrace. studies, especially the natural sciences in their applica-

*As amende<l by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
t As amended by chapters 100 of the Publie Laws of 1887, 212 of the 

Public Law:; of 1&89 and 216 of the Public Laws of 1893. 
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non to rrn:cbanics, mannfaetures and agriculture; bnt 

the anrient or modern languages and musie Rh'1ll not be 

13 

taught therein exct·pt by direct ion of the superintending -c:,;c'<'Hion. 

school committees ha,·ing stJpervision thereof.·* Sueh 

schoul-i, when estahiislied by any town or union of 

towns, shall be fre,~ t,, all tlw youth in such town or 

towns on such att:1inmcnts of sdrnlu.rsbip as shdl be 
fixec-1 hy the committees having supervision thel'eof. 

,vben such school is estahli.,hul hy any precinct or 

union of preciucts, it sball be free in the s::1,me manner 
to the scholars within sneh pn~eincts, and Ol)en also to ~:-;('hool,.:, to 

, - • lJ<! free to 
scholars J)assinO" the req nirecl examination from without ~-ou~li ii! town 

o ortli,;tnd. 
such precincts, but within the towns in which said pre-

cincts are situated, on paynwnt to the agent of the pre-

cinct in which such school is loeated, of such tuition, to 

be fixed by the superinten11ing school committee or eom-

mittees having snpervision of the same, as is equiva.lent 

to the cost a scholar of maintaining such sehool, after 

deducting the aid extendtd hy the state. ·whenever -s. s. c·om. 
· h · a .. 1· l .. mittce,;,mnv 
m t e JU grnent of the supennt0nc rng sc 1001 commit- admit pnJ)il~ 

. . . , . from "·it110nt 
tees havrng the superv1s10n of any free h1gh school or to,rn 011 iia.Y-

• . . _ llll'll t of 
schools, the number of pupils 111 the same may be tuition. 

increased without detriment, scholars from without 

the towns directly interested it such school or schools, 
may be admittecl to tile same on passing tile required 

examination and paying such tuition as may he fixed by 
such eommittee, to the treasurer of the town in which 

the school is kept, when the school is maintained by a 

town or union of towns, or to the agent of the precin_ct 

in which the school is kept, when such school is main-

tained by a precinct er union of precincts. 
*SECT. 32. Free biah schools established and main- Free higli 

o ' school,.:, sub-
tained under the foreaoina provi.sions are subiect to the ject to the 

o r:, • ' J ,.;c,llool laws, 

laws relating to common schools, so far as applicable, ft~i~icT:~;.1,\~er-

except as otherwise provided. When established and 

maintained by a town, they shall be under the super_ 

vision and entire manao-ement of the superintendina -estaulishe<l o ..., l)y to,n1:-., 
school committee of such town. When established and how 1nanage(l. 
maintained by a union of towns, such school shall be . . -c::ltabllshed 
under the supervision and entire manaaement of the by union of 

o to,n1,;. 
school committees of such towns, who constitute a joint 

*As ame1Hle(l by drnptl'r ::!rn, Pnbl'ic Lnws of 18\13. 
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-established board for that purpose. When estahlished and main
by districts. tained by any precinct or union of precincts in the same· 

town, such school shall be u oder the supervision of the 
superintending committee of such town, or of the state 
superintendent, when thP. precinct or precincts so elect, 
an<i under the fuancial management of the agent of the 

precinct in which such school is kept, who, in connection, 
with said committee or superintendent, shall employ 

-established teachers for the same. When established and main
~ft/~;~t~rs in tained by two precincts in different towns, such school 
towns. shall be under the supervision of the superintending 

Towns, may 
rail:le money 
to maintain 
free bigh 
school::,. 

school committees of such towns, wlrn constitute a joint 
board for that purpose, and under the financial manage

ment of the agents of both precincts, who, in connection 
with said committees, shall employ tlie teachers. 

* SEcr. 33. Towns and precincts may raise money 
for establishing and maintaining free high schools, and 

erecting buildings and providing equip'llents for the 
same, in the same manner as for supporting common 
schools and erecting school- houses. 

Towns, may tSEcr. 34. Any town may from year to year author-
contract with · · · ~ · b l · · J.. and pay aeacl- 1ze its super1ntenc11ng sc oo comm1Ltee to contract w1Lu 
emiesnnc1 d th • a·, t f a h' 1~ 11igb. schools an pay e trusLees or ll ec ors o any aca emy or 1gu 
;~b~f;~.1~11 of school for the tuition of scholars resident within such 

town, in the studies contemplate<i by tbe 'six preceding 
sections, under a standard of sebolarship to be estab
lished by such committee; and the expenditure of any 
town for tuition in such academy or bigb scbool shall be 

-entit,lecl to subject to the same conditioos, and sball entitle such 
!~J!

1
i1fi~~~- town to the same state aid as if it bad made such expen-

diture for a free high school. 

Supervisorsto *SEcr. 35. Supervisors shall, annually, before the 

~f:r~n \~1~itfc first day of June, make returns under oath to tbe state 

riFe~~lent. superintendent, on blanks prepared anct sent out by bimt 
of tbe amount appropriated and the amount expended by 
each town or precinct fur instruction in such free high 

schools during the current year; also of the amount ap
propriated and tbe amount expended for common school 
purposes by each town maintaining the same; the number 
of weeks during wliich such. schools have been taught; the 

*As amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1889. 
tAs amemlel1 by chapter 167, Public Laws of 1889. 
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wages paid each teacher; the number of pupils regis

tered; the average attendance; the number of pupils in 

each branch of study pursued, and the amount received for 
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tuition. If the state superintendent is satisfied that the -state super
intend,mt, to 

provisions of the seven preceding sections have been com- certify 
· amounts to 

plied with, he shall certify to the governor and council the which towns 
are entitled. 

sum which each town or precinct is entitled to receive from 
the state. Any town or precinct, dissatisfied with bis 

decision, may appeal to the governor and council. The 

governor and council shall. issue a certificate to the treas- -governor 
. and council 

urer of tbe town, or agent of the precmct, for suub to certify ' 

amount as they adjudge such town or precinct enti1led ~1:1;fi:i_~:r~0 

to receive from the state treasury. Any person con-

nected with the management of such free high schools, 

either as t.eacber, agent or supervisor, wbo in any way 
aids or abets in defraudina the state into lhe pavment -penalt_y, for 

o J c1efrauclrng 
in support of said schools, of more than is contemplated state. 

by this chapter, shall forfeit not less than five hundred 

dollars, or be imprisoned in the county jail not less than 

one year. 
SEcT. 36. The trustees of any academy or other cor- Trustee? of 

acadennes, 
poration formed for educational purposes may by a &c., may sur

rentlet· prop-
m2 j 01 ity vote of such of said t1 ustees as reside in tbe erty to 

establish free 
state, sorrender tbe whole, or any p·,rt of tlJe property high schools. 

belonging thereto, to the.municipal ofikers of any town, 

or the trustees of any school fund in any town in which 
said acaclemy or corporation is situated, for turning the 

same into a free high school as hereinafter provided, 
and said muqic;ipal offi1_;ers or trustees, tor the ti me being, 

shall be a board of trustees to take and bold said prop-
f · t · · f b. 1, 1 1 d -trusteesof erty or marn amrng a rEe 1gu scooo ; an. upon free bigh 

· · "d b b 11 a·r· school:, rece1v10g sa1 propertJ, t ey s a use proper 1 1gence duties Jf. 
to make the same produce income for the support of said 
free high scbonl. 

SECT. 3 7. vVhen such vote is so p:1ssed, the treasurer PropeTty,how 

f ·ct t t b 11 . d d 1· b conveyed. o sa1 rus ees s a convey, assign an e 1ver to t e 

municipal officers of said town, or tbe trustees of such 

fund, all property belonging to said academy or corpora-

tion for the purposes indic<tted by the preceding section. 

SECT, 38. The municipality-accepting the property in Income oth 
property, ow 

trust, as named in E.ection tbirty-six, shall apply the ap1Jlied. 
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income thereof towards the support of a free high school, 
to be kept within said mrrnicipality, at least twenty-two 
weeks in each year, and provide suitable accommoda

tions for the same, ancl the superintending school com

mittee or supervisor in said municipality shall determine 

tlle qualifications necessary to entitle any applicant to 

-qualHica- enter or attend said free high school, and no one shall 
1ig~ of pupil:-, attend it without the certificate of said officers to that 
determined. effect. 

TuiUon, to be SEcr. 39. All scholars re.siding within the munici
i?~{;1~Kt~.on- pality aforesaid, having such certificate, may attend said 

school without tuition fee, and all scholars not residents 

of said municipality, may attend said school, upon such 

terms and conditions as said school officers impose. 

Location for 

POWERS AND OBLIGATIONS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS, 

Sections 40 to 55 inclusive. ( Repealed by chapter 

216, Public Laws of J 893, except so far as applicable 

to districts not abolished by section 1 of said chapter, 

and to precincts formed for maintenance of free high 

schools under provisions of section 7 of said chapter.) 

SCHOOL-HOUSES, LOCATION A.ND ERECTION OF. 

*SECT. 56. The location for tbe erection or removal 
schoolhous~s, of ~cbool-bonses and requisite buildinas and for play 
shall be l1es1g- i:, 

~ri;\\.~~- YOte grounds Shall be designated by VOte Of the town at any 

Towns, mav 
lay out · 
school house 
lots, in cer 
tain cases. 

town meeting called for that purpose. 
SECT. 57. When a location for tbe erection or removal 

of a school- house and requisite buildings bas been legally 

designated, and the owner thereof refuses to sell, or, in 

the opinion of the rnunicipar office1s, asks an unreason-

able price for it, or resides wit bout the state and bas no 

authorized aUorney or agent therein, they may lay out a 

school-house lot, uot exceeding one bundred square rods, 

and appraise the damages, as is provided for la:ying out 

town ways and appraising the damages therefor; and 

hi~mages, on payment or tender of such damages, or if such owner 
-apprnisec1. does not reside in the state, upon depositing such dama-

-how paid. ges in the treasury of such town or district for his use, 

*As amencle(1 by chapter 216, Public L:1,v;; of 1893. 
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the town or district de3ignating it may take such lot to be 
held and used fJr the purposes aforesaid; anrl when such _ 10ts, to re

school-house bas ceased to be thereon for two years, said i;e
1
~~~~~~~2er, 

lot reverts to the owner bis heirs or assicrns. And any phicl for two , · o · · " years. 

town or city may take ri:>al estate for the enlargement or -lnnrl, may 

-Bxten:;ion of any location dc~igoated for tbe erection or ~ihti2~~l~1
0

~
8
1
~ 

removal of a school-house and requisite buildings and lots, play. 
grounds, &c., 

,play arounds as herein provided· but no real estate not within 
o ' ' fifty feet of a 

shall be so taken within fifty feet of a dwelling house. dwelling. 

*SECT. 58. If tbe owner is aggrieved at ti.Je location Owners 
aggrieverl, 

of the lot, or the damages award>:d, be may apply to the issue may be 
· · · i. · h b trietl by jury. county comrrnss1oners w1tu10 one year, w o may c aoge 

the location and assess the damages, and the proceed-
ings shall be conducted as in seution eight, of chapter 

-eighteen. If the damages are increaserl, or the location 
-changed, sucb town shall pay the damages and costs; 
otherwise the costs shall be paid by tbe applicant. 

*SECT. 59. Any town which, by its officers or by a 
Scnool-house 

-corn mittee, bas designa.ted, located and described a lot lots, 
~ · erroneous 

upon which to erect, move or repair a scllool-house, and location of, 
re-established 

from mistake· or omission has failed to comply with the an(~ 111:1,le 
. 1·a v:111q. law, whereby such location has been rendered rnva 1 , 

may, on petition of three legal voters and tax-payers 
thereof, apply in writing to the selectmen of said town, 
and have the lot, so designated or described, re-appraised 
by them. 

*SECT. 60. The selectmen of any town to whom such Notice of 

application has been made, shall forth with give not Jess ~~Yfdt;,~;ci. 
. h hear-iu o- to be than seven nor more than twenty days' notice, to t e given."'' 

owner of such real estate, or to the persons having tile 
s!lrne in charge, of the time and place by them fixed for 
such bearing, and shall, after examination and bearing 
of all interested, appraise the lot as set out and affix a 

fair value thereon, exclusive of improvements made by 

said town either by buildings or otherwise ; and shall, 

as soon as practicable, notify the persons interested in 
said estate who had been notified as herein before pro-
vided, of the sum at which said lot has been appraised. 

SECT. 61. The sum fixed as the value of said lot sum, how 

shall be assessed, collected and paid over as provided in ~~ife,,;tec1~nd 

section fifty-eight. 

*As amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
::& 
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Tender, to be 
allowccl in 
payment. 
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SECT. 62. Any sum which bas bfen tendered and is 
in the bands or under the control of the person owning 
or having charge of such land, shall be allowed in pay
ment of said appraisal. 

Laml owners, * SECT. 63. If the persons owning or having charge 
may appeal. of the land on wllieh such location is made, are dissatis· 

lll1})1'0VC· 
1nents, in nre 
to town or 
clistl'ict. 

Tax, not 
affected by 
error in loca. 
tion. 

fled with such appraisal, either party may within ten 
days a ppr al to the county commissioners of the county 
in which the land lies, by filing a copy of the proceed
ings and a claim of appeal with said commissioners, and 
the determination of a majority of said commissioners, 

shall be final. 
* S1wT. 6,L "\Vhen any town has erected or moved a 

building upon such lot or in any way improved the samet 
such improvErnent shall inure to the benefit of such town, 
and the same may be as completely occupied and con
trolled by such town as it would have been if such loca
tion ba(1 been in strict conformity to law. 

SECT. 65. The legality of a tax assessPd to build, 
repair or remove a school-house and to pay for a lot, 
shall not be affected by any mistake or enor in the 
designation or location thereof. 

Plan, to bo ap. * SECT. 66. A plan for the errction or reconstruction 
w·~~~l~ld~ht~·e. of a Eochool-house voted by a town shall first be approved 

by the supO'intending sebool committee. 

Officers, to be 
sworn. 

Terms of 
office, ht,W 
fixed 

Sections G7 to 84 iudnsive. ( Rl0 pealed, except as 

arplicable to distrids not aholislled by section 1 of chap- , 
ter 216, Public Laws of 1893, and to precincts formed 
undtT provisions of section 7 of said cha!Jter for the 
mainteoance of free high schools.) 

POWERS AN::> DCTIES (1F St:PERINTENDING SCHOOL <.;Ol\I-

1\IITTEES AND SCPERVISt,RS. 

*SECT. 8fi. l\Iembers <;f superintending school com
mittees shall he sworn. 

*SECT. 86. Sd10ol committees. at their first meeting 
shall designate by lot a member or members to hold 
office for one, two and three years respectively, in man
.ner as fullows: if consisting of three, one for one year, 
one for two years, and one for three years; if consist-

*~\.s amen<1c<l by ell apter 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
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ing of five, one for one year, two for two years, and 
two for three years; if consis ing of seven, two for one 
year, two for t~o years, and three for three yeart-, and 
they shall certify such designation to the town clerk, to 
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be by him recorded. Said committee shall have power ;;,~cJfl~~~s, 

to fill vacancies occurriug during the interim between 
annual meetings. 

*SECT. 87. The management of the schools and the 
cust0<ly and care of all school property in every town, 
shall devolve upon a superintending school committee 
which sba11 pe1 form the following duties: 

*I. They shall appoint suitable times and places for Appoint time 

th · · f 1 · 1 c • h . ancl place for e examination o can(1!(1ates proposrng to teae 1n examination 

d 1 . . h f b . of teachers. town, an sha\ give notwe t creo y postrng the same 
in two or more public places within the town at least 
three weeks before the time of said examination, or by 
the publication of said notice for a like time in one or 
more newspapers having the largest circulation in the 

county. They shall employ teac-hers for the several _school week 

districts in the town. Five days constitute the school aml month. 

week, and four weeks a schuol month. 

t IL On satisfactory evidence that, a candidate pos- Instructors of 

sesses a good moral character, and a temper and dispo- youth, exam-
1nat10n of. 

sition suicable to be an instructor of youtb, the_y shail 
examine him; in reading, 1'-pelling, Engli.,,h grammar, 

geo.graph_y, llistory. arithmetic, book-keeµing and physi-
ology with spedal ref ere nee to the effects ot alcoholic 
dtink-i, stimulants and narcotics upon the human system; 
and the elements of the natural sciences, especially as 
applied to agriculture, and such other branches as they 
desire to introduce into public schools, and particularly 
into am school for which he is examined; also as to his 
capacity for the government, thneof. 

tJII. Ttiey shall give to each candidate found com- Certificate to 

petent, a certificate that he is qualified to govern said teachers. 

school and instruct in the branches above named. and 
such other braucbes as may he nee..:essary to be taught 
therein ; or they may render valid by indorsement, any 
graded certificate [issued to teachers by normal school 

J. '·' r:l 

*As amenllerl l)y clrnpte(2H5, ruulic'Laws of 1885. 
t As a menllc<l by chapter :3:.?, l'ulilic Laws of 1891 anll chapter 267 

Public Laws of 1885. 
tAs amcuclecl by chapters_267, Public ;Laws_of 1893. 
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principals, or the state superintendent. No certificate 
shall be granted any person to teach in the public scb0ols 
of this state after the fourth day ot Jal51 , eigtiteen hun
dred and eigbty-five 1 wbo bas not passed a satisfactory 

examination in physiology and hygiene, with special 
reference to the etfect.s of alcoholic driuk3, stimulants 
and narcotics upon the human system. 

Directcourse IV. DireJt the general comse of instruction; and 
~;J1!~~~ution select a uniform system of text-books, due notice of 
books. which shall be given; any text- book thus introduced, 

shall not be changed for fi.ve years unless by a vote of 
the town; any person violating this provision shall for

feit not exceeding five hundred dollars, to be recovered 

in an action of debt by any school .officer or person 
aggrieved. t And when said committee have made Sllch 

selection of school books, tbey shall contract, under sec-
-purchase 
ancl preserva- tion eiabt, wiLh the pu bl is hers for the purchase and 
tion of books. 0 

· • 

Make provis
ions for in
struction in 
efteut,, of 
alcoholic 
drinks, &c. 

May dismiss 
tenchers for 
sufficient 
cause. 

Expel schol
ars. 

Exclude 
acholars not 
vaccinated. 

delivery thereof, and make such rules as they deem 
effectual for their preservation and retL1rn. 

*V. Tuey shall make provisions fur instructing all 
pupils in ~11 scbools supported by public money, or under 
state control, in physiology and hygiene, with special 
reference to the efl~cts of alcoholic drinks, stimulants 

and nareotics upon the human system. 
tVL After due notice and investigation, tbey shall 

dismiss any teaaher, although having the TEquisite cer
tificate, who proves unfit to teach, or whose services 
they deem unprofitable to the school; and give to said 
teacher a certificate of dismissal and of the reasons 
tbertfor, a copy of which they sball retain, which shall 
not deprive the teacher of compensation for previous 

services. 
VIL Expel any obstinately disobedient and dis

orderly scholar, after a proper investigation of bis 

behavior, if found necessary for the peace and useful
ness of the school; and restore him on satisfactory evi

dence of his repentance and amendment. 
VlfI. Exclude, if they deem it expetient, any person 

not vaccinated, although otherwise entitled to admis

sion. 

* As amended by chapter 267, Public Laws of 1885. 
tAs amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 18f'l3. 
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JX. (Repealed by Chapter 216, Public Laws of 

18!);3.) 

X. (Repealed by Chapter J 99, Public Laws of 18!J3.) 
*XL Determine what deseription of scholars shall Classify 

scholars. 
attend each school, classify them, and transfer them 

from school to echool where more than one sehool is kept 

at the same time. 
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*XI I. They shall annually elrct one of their members Shall annually 
. . elect ,mper-

supnv1sor of school-3 who shall be ex-oflk10 secretary vbor or 
. . supcrintend-

of the committee; or m case the town so authorize, in ent. 

liru of the supervisor herein provided for, a superin-

tendent may be elected. Said supervisor or superio-

tend(,nt shall perform the following duties: 

( 1.) He shall make it April, annually, a certified Duties of 

1. t f h :l . f 11 . . · l · supervisor IS o t e names ant ages u u p_,,rsons 111 11s town, or :,mperin-

from four to twenty-one yearl'l, corrected to the first day tentlent. 

of s:.tid montb, leaving out of said enumeration all per-

sons eoming from other places to attentl any college or 

academy, or to labor in any faetory, or at any mauufac-
turing or other business. 

(2.) I-I~ shall exarr,ine the schools and inquire into 

the 1 eguiations and and discipline thereof and the pro

ficiency of the scholars, for which purpose he shall visit 

ead1 school at least twice Pach term. 

(3.) Ile shall make all reports and returns relating 
to the sclwols o( the town which a1 e now or may be 

nq11ired by law to b~ made 'by superintending school 

committees. 

('-L) He shall pe1 fmn such other duties as s,tid com
mittee shall direct. 

*~JWT. 88. The supervisor or superintendent of schools Annual state. 

shall annually make a st::1.tement containing the following meat. 

particulars: 

I. Tue .amount of money raised and expendf'd for Particulars 

the support of schools, designating what part is raised 

by taxes, and what part from other funds, aLd how such 

funds accrued. 

JI. The number of children between four and twenty

one _years of age, belonging to their town on the first day 
of April preceding. 

*As ameuclerl by chapter 2Hi, Public Laws of 1893. 
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Return of 
scholars. 

Returns, to 
superintend
ent of com
mon schools. 
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III. The whole numbeT and the average number of 

scholars attending the summer schools; the whole num
ber and the average, attending the winter 1:;cbools, also 

tbe total number of different scholars attending school 
two weeks or more of tlie preceding year, as shall appear 

from the teachers' register returnable to said officer 

agreeably to section ninety- ,ix. 
IV. Tbe average length of the summer schools in 

weeks; the average lengtb of the winter "cbools in 
weeks; and the average length of the schools for the 

year. 
V. Tbe number of male. and of female teachers 

em plo_yed in the public scboo]s during any part of the 

year. 
VI. Tbe wages of male teachers a montb, and the 

wages of female teachers a week, exclusive of hoarrl.. 

VII. He shall give in bis returns, tbe number of 

persons between the ages of four and twenty-one years, 

corrected to the first day of April preceding the time of 

making said returns, and full and complete answers to 

lbe inquiries containecl in the blank forms furnished them 

by law; certify that such statement is true and correct, 

according to bis best knowledge aod belief; and transmit 

iL to the 0filce of the f-tJ.te superintendent on or before 
tbe first day of each l\Iay. 

~ections 89 and 90. (Repealed by chapter 216, Pub
lic Laws of 1893.) 

Section 91. (Repealed by chapter 268, Public Law a 
of 1889 ) 

Scbool com- *SECT. 92. Superintending school committees shall 
mittees,_to serve without pav, but the supervisor, or superioteodent 
se11ve without v 

pay. by them elected, sball receive for his serviees sucb sum 

-pay of as the town shall annually vote therefor, wbicb sum shall 
supervisor. 

ill no case be less than two dollars per day for every day 

of actual service. 
Sections 93, 9-i and 95. (Repealed by chapter 216, 

Public Laws of 1893.) 

*As amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
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DUTIES AND QUALIFICATIONS OF IN3TRUCTORS, 

SECT. 96. Every teacher of a public school shall Teachers, to 
. . . keep school 

keep a register thereof, conta1mng the names of all the register. 

scholars who enter the school, their ages, the date of 

each scholar's entering and leaving, the number of days 

auring which eal:h attended, the length of the school, 

the teacher's wages, a list of text-books userl, and all 

other facts required by the blank form fornisbed him; 

such register shall at all times be open to the inspection 

of the school committee, and be returned to them at the 

cbse of the school. No teacher shall be paid f,)r his -not to be 

services, until such register, properly filled, completed, P!~f}ill regis

and signed, is reposited with the school committee, or completed. 

with a p2rson designated by tbeG:l to receive it. 

*SECT, 97. Tbe presidents, professors, and tutors of Iustructors of 

11 t l • d t h f d . d colleges, etc., co eges, ne precepwrs an eac ers o aca em1es, an to inculcate 

ll b . f b . bl' . . . morality a ot er instructors o yout , lil pu 1c or pnvate mst1- justice a1~c1 

tutions, sball use tbeir best endeavors to impress on the patriotism. 

minds of tbe children and youth committed to their care 

and instruction, 1be principles of morality and justice, 

:and a sacred regard for truth; love of country, human-

ity, and a universal benevolence; sobriety, [industry, 

and frugality; chastity, moderation, and) temperance; 

and all otller virtnes wbichj ornament human society; 

and to lead those under their care, :as their ages and 

capacities admit, into a particular understanding_of the 

tendency ~of such virtues )o )reserve and _1pe1 f~ct a~repu b-
lican constitution, secure tbe blessings of liberty, and 

promote their futnre happiness; and the tendency of the 

opposite vices, to slavery, degradation and ruin. And 

it also shall be the duty; of all teachers in the publiC-kin<iness to 

b 1 t b . d l h . . birds aucl ani-se oo s o t 1s state to evote not ess t an ten ID10utes rnals, sball be 

of eacbl week of the school term, to teaching to the }ftf~t;o~lrb

children!under their charge, the principles of kindness 

to birds and animal:!. 

tSECT. 98. Whoever teaches a district school without Forfeiture, 

ii-. - 1.... • • 'fi t f 1 h ·· h 1 , f for teaclling rst ovta10rng a cert1 ca e romJ t e ~sc oo committee o witbout 

the town, forfeits not exceeding the sum contracted for certificate. 

bis' daily wages, for each day ,he so ;teachee, and is 

*.As amenclecl by chapter 221, Public Laws of 1891. 
t As n.menc1ec1 by chapter 2:28, Public Laws ot 1889. 
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barred:.from receiving pay therefor; and no certificate 
shall ~be --:valid for more than one year without the ap
proval of the superintending school com rnittee aorrnally 

endorsed thereon ; provided, that any town may, by 

vote, oo an article in the warrant calling any legal meet

ing, employ its supervi~or to instruct ans of its schools 

and fix his com pensatioo therefor. In such case the cer

tificate bereinbefore mentioned shall not be required. 

SCHOOLS IN PLANTATIONS. 

Powers of *SECT. 9'.). Plantations have the same powers and· 
plantations. liabilities as towns, fo1· electing com rnittee8, treas-

urer~, collectors, and for raising, assessing and 

collecting school money, to be apportioned and ex

pend eel. as in towns. Tbe assessors cf plantations 

may take a census of the inhabitants th~reof, at the 

expense of the plantation. and wben so taken, the muney 

raised tberein for sebools shall be upon th~ basis of such 

· census and not upon tbe census of the state. 

SECTS. 100 anrl 101. (Repealed by chapter 216,. 

Public Laws of 1893.) 

STATE SCPERINTENDENT OF COJ.\HION SCHOOLS. 

Appointment SECT. 102. Tbe governor with the advice and consent 
~~1~~rm of of council, shall appoint· a state superintendent of com

mon schools, who shall be sworu and continue in cJfice 
three yearfl, or during the pleasure ot the executive; 

vacancies shall be filled by a new appointment for a like 

term. 

To have an 
office at the 
~apitol. 

SI£cT. 103. Ao office shall be provided for him at tbe

seat of government, where he shall preserve all scbeol 

reports of this state aod of other states which be may 

receive, the returns of the school committees of the 
various towns, and such books, apparatus, maps, charts,. 

works on education, plans for school builJingR, models •. 

and otber articles of interest to school officers and 

teachers as may be procured without expense to the 

state. 

*.As amended by chapter 216, public laws of 1893. 
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SECT. 104. His duties are as follows: Duties. 

I. To exercise a general supervision of all the pub- To exercise 

lie schools, and to advise and direct the town committees ~r;i;~l~rper

in the discharge of their duties, by circular, letters and schools. 

personal conference, devoting all his time to the duties 
of his office. 

II. To obtain information as to the scLool systems of Obtain and 

other states and contJtries, and the condition and pro- ~f~~:;~~~ 
gress of common school education tbroughol1t the world; relating to 

· school svs-
to disaeminate this information, wilb such practical terns, etc. 

hints upon the conduct of schools and the true theory of 

education as observation and investigation convince him 

to be important, by public addresses, circulars, and 

articles prepared for the press; and to do all in bis power 

to awaken anct sustain an interest in education among the 

people, and to stiimulate teachers to well directed efforts 

in their work. 

III. To take such measures as be c1eems necessary Take neces

to secure tbe holdin2: of a state educational convention ~1~~~; ~~1~~ld 
h · b- · f'h · · t b · b ing·stateedu once eac year, wit a view o rrng10g oget er the teac - cu\ional con-

ers, school committees and friends of education, for ventwns. 

consultation wit.b reference to tbe interest of common 

schools and tbe most approved methods of instruetioo. 

IV. If suflkient encouragement is afforded by the l\fay bolcl 

citizens 1 to hold in each county once dllring eacl.J year a fl~f~~~Y insti

public meeting or institute for teachers aod educators. 

V. To prepare and cause to be printed and distributed To publish 
. f h a· f. . . ab:;truct::l of such port10ns o t e procee rngs o state 10E:t1tutEs or i)roceeclings 

teachers' conventions as be deems important in the fur- ~~~~i~~~~n
tberance of education. 

YI. To prescribe the studies to be tneght in tbP Prescribe 

Com mon schools, reserving to town committePs the riobt ,;tn(lies to be 
~ o taugbt. 

to prescribe additional sludies. 

*VII. Bienially, to report to the governor and conn- Make report 
'l 1 f b" · · · d · . . d to governor CJ the resu to 1s 10qu1nes an rnvest1gat10ns 1 an the anrl council 

b . a f h h 1 . h h biennially. facts o tarne rom t e sc oo returrn:i, wit sue sug- · 

gestions and reccom mendations as in his judgement 

wouLd best promote the improvement of com moo schools. 

tVIII. Biennially, as soon as practicable after the To com1}ile, 

adjournment of the legislature, to compile and have ~1fs~~·it~f:C1 

· amenclecl 
*As amended, 1893. school laws. 
tAs amended by chapter 30i, public laws of 1889. 
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printed in pamphlet form, three thousand copies of the 

amended school law of the state and distribute the same 
to tbe municipal and school officers of the several town. 

*IX. To prepare and issue biennially such cireulars 

of information an<i advice to school officers, relating to 

new ECbool enactments, as be deems necessary for the 

intelli5ent and effectual enforcement of such enactments. 

SECT. 105. Such superintendent shall prepare and 

print blank forms for all returns required by law, or 
deemHl by him necessary, and ~hall, on tbe first day of 

each March, forward to town clerks, bLrnks tor the 

anonal school return, anrl registers for the school year 

commencing on the first day of April following; and 

said clerks shall forth with deliver the same to the school 
committees of their towns. 

tSECT. 106. He eha1l, on the first day of each June, To notify c1e
linqu(-m t 
supervisors; notify the school supervisor of any town whose returns 
also, 
to return to were not received at his office in l\Li.y, and shall, ao~ually, 
state treas- . fl d f J I . 
mer number ascertain on the 1nt sy o u y, tbe nnmber of children 
of cllilllren · . 
between 4 and between four and twenty-one years of age, 10 tbe towns 
z1. from which returns are received, and furnish a list 

thereof to the treasnrer of state. 

tTEACHERS' CONVENTIONS. 

Teacbers, I. ,vbenever not less than thirty cf the teachers and 
may organize 
to uolcl con- school officers of any county shall have formed an asso
vention::i. 

-state, to 
defray 
-ex11enses. 

ciation under rules of goverome'nt approvect by the state 
superintendent of C'.)mmon school", for the purpose of 
mutual improvement in the science and arL of teaching, 
and of creating popular interest in, and diffusing a 
knowlerlge of the best methods of improving our public 

school system, by tbe holding of conventions at least 

once every year under the supervision of the state super

inLendent, tbe state shall defray tbe necessary expenses 
attending the holding of such conventions, for which 

purpose the snm of one thousand dollars is hereby 

annually appropriated, to be cteducted and set aside 

*As amended by chapter 30i, Public Laws of UlfoJ. 
tAs ameuc1ec1 by ell.apter 216, public laws of 1893. 
tUllapter 2i3, rublic Laws of 1885, as amended by chapter 283, Pub

lic Laws of 1893. 
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therefor by the treasurer of state from the annual school -proviso. 

fund of the stat('; prot·iclecl, liowever, that no more than 

two E-uch associations l"ball be formed in any county, and 

that the expemes as aforesaid of no more than two con-

ventions of any sueh asso..:iation in any year shail be 

defrayed hy the state. 

II. T<'aehers of pnh1ic sehools are herehy authorized 'l'enchers 
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to Sll$}18Dd their schools for not more than two clavs in ~~J(~~:/\rell to 

any year during the sessions of such conyentions with~n ~t~t1~:~t anll 

thtir countiPs, unless othnwise diredecl in writing hy 
the school oflkers, ancl attend said couyentions without 

forfeiture of pay for the time 0f such attf·ndance, pro-

vided t ht>y slrnll present to the otneers em piosing them, -1n·oyiso. 

ce1ti(i1~ates sigm-:d by the seurl·taries of snch conventions 

and countersigned by thP s:ate supel'intenct;nt of common 

schools, showing ,such atternbnce. 

Ill. Tb(~ governor Rnd council are hereby authorized Governor and 

1 f f l COlllH.:il to 
to r raw warrants on the treasurer o state or t 1e pay- <lrnw ' 

ment of hill.; for the expenses llereiti provided for, when ,rnrrant,,. 

such bill.; slrnll have been approved by tbe state superin-

tendent of common sdwols; providul, hm1)ever, that no -proviso. 

bills shall be so pai(l except those for ad\'ertising such 

conv1::ntious, and for actual traveling exp.~nses of speak-

ers and lecturers not n·siding in the counties in which 

such convention3 are held. 

NOR)IAL SCHOOLS, 

SECT. 107. The northern normal school at Farming- niree normal 

ton, the eastern normal school at C:istine, and the wesC ~,:G1i 1:i"· 
ern normal school at Gorham, shall be condueted for tlle located. 

purposes and upon the principles herein set forth. 
I. They shall be thoroughly devoted to the training 'l'llcir objects. 

of teachers for their prof t•ssional labors. 

II. The course of study shall include the common 

English branches in thorough reviews, and such of the 

higher branches as are especially adapted to prepare 

teachers to conduct the mental, moral and physical edu

cation of their pupils. 

III. The art of school management, indnding the 

best methods of government and instruction, shall have 

a prominent place in the daily exerci~e of said schools. 
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Christianity IV. Sai<l sehools, while teaching the fundamental 
an<l morality truths of Christi:tnity, and the great princi•1les of to be taught. - t 

morality, recognized by law, shall be free from all 

denominational teachingF1, and open to persons d dif

ferPnt religious connections on tnms of equality. 

V. The princi[Jals of the normal schools and d all other 
Principals of 
~i1~·:::)\1~ or schools in which normal departments are supported, 
norrnnl de-. wholly or in 1)art by the state shall kePp a reai~ter con-
11nrtrnents 111 - ' ' e 
other sd1001ti, taioina the namPs of all students entcrina sueh schools 
reqnired to O o 
forwa.nl to. or departments, the date of enteriua and leaving, their 
SU]1Cl'lllten<I- O 

ent ;.;tntbties ageF1, num bPr of (la\ s attendance, the length of the 
of students - " 
therein; and term, a fo,t of text-books used, and all other informa
the inforrnn-
tion to he laid tion required in the blank., furnishtd bv tbc state snper-
bl'fon• the . • 
1egi,-l:ttnre. intendent. 8uch register and blanks shall be returned 

Conr;,c of 
stud~', 
tll'l'llllg'Cll lJy 
Sll]ll'l'ill
tende11 t. 

to said supe1intendt'nt by the fir~t day of each Decem

brr, and the idnrma1 ion 30 furui~bed shall appear in his 
annual repor1, for tt1e use of the legislature. 

SECT. 108, Tbe comse of study shall occupy two 

years with suitable vacations; and with the tl='rtns of 

admissi0n shall be arrnngt d h,y sai(1 snpl1 l'intendeut, sub

ject to the approval of tlrn govern er and coirncil. Tne 
-tru"t"('S, . ttustt"eS may anaLgt for a ('(JUJ:-,e of e,tudy, occ;upying 
may C:\.knd 1t. 

three ;years, for wch students as eled to pursue the 

Di11Io111ns, 
provided for. 

Applicnnt:,; 
for admis
sion, (1trnlifi
cation,; of. 

-tuition. 

Trustee,; of 
normal 
schools, 
appointment 
of, &c. 

-term. 

same 
SECT. 1 OD. Any students who completes tbe course of 

study prescribeil, and otherwise complies with the rrgu

lations of the sclwoJ, shall rcctcive a diploma certifying 

the Bame. 

SECT. 110. Applicants for Pdrnission shall be sixtren 

ycjars of age if f ·mal( s, and seventeen if maks ancl shall 

signify tht,ir in Len ti on to become teachers and come 

under obligation to teach in this state for at least one 

year, and if tilt y receive a diploma, two ypars after tlH>y 

have graduatnl; on tlieso conditions shall be received 

without cliarge for tuition; but f•fu:h pupil shall pay one 

dollar and fif1y cl'nts fur iucidental expenses of the 

whoo!. 

SECT, 111. Said schools are uncler the direction of a 
board of seven trustees, five of whom shall be appointed 

by the governor, with the advice and consent cf the 

council, for not more than thrEe Jears under one appoint

ment; and the governor and superintendent of common 
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schools are, by virtue of their office, members of the 

board. E:tch of the trustees appointed by the governor -cornpensa
shall rec1:ive ten cents a mile for actual travel each way, tiou. 

and two dollars a day for his services when employed. 

~aid board has charge <_1f the general interests of said ~l~(;~:e~; anu 

schools; shall sre that, the affairs thereof are con<luded 

as rrquire(l by law and by such by-laws as the board 
adopts; employ teachers and k·eturers for the same; -report of. 

and annually on the first duy of Deeemher lay before 

the governor a.nd co:1ucil f,r tbe information of the 
legislature, a financial statement. furnishing an accurate 

detailed account of the receipts and expeuditures for the 

school year prece,ling. 

*SECT. 112. For support of the thrt1e normal schools, Annrn.11 :~ppropnat1on of 
twenty-four thousand dullars is· annally appropriate,], S24,ooo. 
to be expended under the direction of said trustees, -tren-<nrer, to 
wbieh Rum the treasurer of state shall de<luct for said lkiluet ,-nme 

from ,.;clwol 
purpr>se f1orn any school money rnif:ied for the support of money,;. 

common school:-;. Tne governor and council may, from -governor, 
. . .- &c., ma>· llraw 

time to time, as they thrnk proper, draw warrants there- :rnrrnnt,; in 

for on sai<l treasurer in favor ot' said trustE:es. i~~:1
.r 

01 
trus-

PENAL PRCfVI~IONS AFFECTING SCHOOLS. 

SECT. 113. F0rfeitures under this chapter, not other- K~~J~_i;i(;·i~· 
wise provided for, may be recovered by indictment, and eretl a_111l ap-

propnatetl. 
shall be paid into the treasury of the town where they 
occurred, far the support of school-, therein, in addition 

to the amouut required by law to be raised; but the 

costs of prosecution shall be paid int() the county treas-

ury; any town neglecting f Jr one year, so to expend-penalty of 
' · town for neg. 

such money, f,Jrfeits an equal sum to any person suing leet to expeml 
therefor in an action of debt. money. 

SECT. 114. ·whoever, whether a scholar or not, Penalty, for 
. . <li::;turbing 

enters any school-house or other place of 111struct10n1 school,;. 

during or out of school hours, while the teacher or any 

pupil is present, and wilfully interrupts or disturbs the 

teacher or pupils by loud speaking, rude or. indecent 

behavior, signs or gestures; or wilfully interrupts a 

school by prowling about the building, making noises, 

throwing missiles at the school-house, or in an way dis-

*As amendecl by chapter 37, Public Laws of 1891. 
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turbing the school, forfeits not less than two nor more 

than twenty dollars, to be reeovered as aforesaid, or on 
complaint. 

*SECT. 11.5. If a minor injures or aids in injuring 

any school-honse, out-buildings, utensils or appnrte
nanees belonging thereto; defacrs the walls, benches,, 
seats, or othu parts of said buildings by marks, cuts or 
otherwise; or iujures or destroys any school property 
belonging to ·a town, such town by the truant officer 

thereof, or any one of them, may recover 0f his parent 
or guardian, in an action of debt, double the damage 

occasioned thereby. 
Pennlty, for SECT. 116. ,vhoever defaces the wallti, benches, seat, 
<lcf•tcino· bl kl l h t f' h I h t sch'ooi if'ouse,,, ac )Oan s, or ot er pa_r s o any se oo · ouse or ou -
1:~bmhtrng~. buildings belonging thereto by obseene pictures, language, 

J>ermanent 
school fund. 

Treasurer, to 
apportion 
school funds. 

-basis, when 
returns are 
not received. 

marks or descriptions, shall be f::ned not excet'ding ten 

dollars, on complaint made within one year. 

STATE SCHOOL FUNDS, 

SECT. 117. The treasurer of state shall keep a sepa
rate account d all mont>j s received from sales of lands 
appropriated for the support of schools or from notes 
taken therefor, aud of auy other moneys appropriated 
for the some purpose; and sueh sum E1ball constitute a 
permanent sehool fund, which may be put at interest as 
the legislature direcLs. A sum tqual to six p2r cent of 
the amount of such fund, and all money received by 
the state from the tax on banks, togt'ther with one-half 
the amount of the annual tax paid by savings banks 
shall be annually appropriatt'd to the support of common 
schools, and distributed among the several towns accord
ing to the number of children therein betw(en four and 
twenty-one years of age. 

SECT. 118. The treasurer shall, immediately after the 

first day of July, apportion to the towns all state school 
fonds for the year, according to the list of children fur

nished by the superintendent of common schools, as 
provided in section one hundred anrl six. The number 
of such children belonging to a town from which either 
the school committee or the municipal authorities have 

*As:arnentled by chapter 206, Pul..Jlic Laws of 18\13. 



SCHOOL LAWS OF MAINE, 

fail( cl to make the returns required hy law, shall he 

reckoned by taking the number used as a basis of the 

last apportionment, and deducting all such children set 
off to other towns, or incorporated into a new town 
within a sear, and one-tenth of the remainder, and the 
residue shall he the basis of the new apportionment. 

Immediately afler making the apportionment, the treas. 

urer shall notify each town of its proportion; which shall 
-not to he 

not be paid to any town until its return is made to the pai<I un_til 
return 1s 

superintendl'nt of common schools, nor so long as any matle. 

state tax assessed upon such town remains unpaid. 
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SEcr. 119. A tax of one mill on a dollar shall annu- Mill tax for 
. support of 

ally be assessed upon all the property m the state accord- 1w1tools. 

ing to the valuation f1ereof, and sh::dl be known as the 

mill tax for the support of common schools. 

SECT. 1:20. This tax shall be assessed and collecLed How n.sse:as1)d 
. d . anll eollectel1. m the same manner as other state taxes, an be paid 

into the state treasury anrl designated as the schoul mill 
fund. 

SEcr. 121. This fund sh::i.11 be distributed by the To be distrib-

t ~ • f t t th f' d · ·f J . ll utetl in ,Janureasurer o s aeon e ust a} CJ anuar3, annua V, ary annually. 

to the several cities, towns and plantations according to 
number of children therein, as the same shall appear 

from the otncial return made to the state superintendent 
fot· the preceding year. 

SECT. 122. All of the school mill fund not distrihnted Any portion 

or expended during the financial year shall at its close t:1
~~

1:i:~1.1iJ~;\dto 
be added to the pel'manent school fund. t1(;l~·g:s 1;~::~1. 

PROVISIONS RESPECTING LITERARY INSTITUTIONS. 

SECT, 123. President" of colleges are removable at I're,,i<lt>nts of 
eolleo-es ten

tbe pleasure of the trustees and overseers, whose concur- nre <>f o1tice. 

rence is necessary for their election. 

SECT. 12J. No officer of a college shall receive as per- J<'ecs for 

quisits any fees for a diploma or medical degree confe~red ~<:~Iit/e<l. 
by such college, hut sueh fees shall be paid into the 
college treasury. 

SECT, 125. If an inn holder, conft,ctioner, or keeper of Jnnhol<lers, 

d . l' ·bl . . stable keep-a shop, boar mg-house or 1very sta e, gives credit fo1· ers an<l cer-

f l d · k h · b' , tain others, occ, nu , or orse or carnage ire to any pupil of a not te give 

college or literary institution in violation of its rules, or ~r~~i~~1i~. 
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withl)ut the consent of its president or other officer 

authorized thereto by its governrnenr, he f,)rfeits a sum 

equal to the amount so credited, whether it bas been 

paid or not, to be recovered in an action of debt by the 

treasurer of such institution; half to its use, and half 
to the town where it is located ; and no person shall be 

licensed by the m_unicipal offic;ers for any of said employ

ments, if it. appears that within tbe preceding year be 

bad given credit contrary to the provisions hereof. 

SCHOOL FOR THE DE.AF. 

Governor ancl *SECT. 12G. Upon the request of tbe parents or gnar-
council, may d · . h . -
senct cleaf per- 1ans, t e governor may, w1Lh the approval of the 
sons to Hart- ·1 d h d f d f ·1 bl. d forcl Asylum counc1 , sen sue ea mutes or ea cb1 dren or 10 

i~1~g 0~%\!and children as be may deem fit subjects for education, for 

Deaf. a term not exceeding ten years, and thereafter in the 

discreti0n of the governor aod council, in the case of 

any pnpil, to the American Asylum at H1rtford, Con

nec~icut, or to the Portland school for the deaf at Port

lancl, in tbe case of deaf mutes or deaf children,' and to 

the Perkins Institute for the blind at South Boston, 

Massachusetts, in the case of blind children. In the 

exercise of the discretionary power conferred by this 
act, no distinction shall be made on account of tbe 
wealth or poverty of the parents or gu:irdians of such 

children. No such pL1pil shall be withdrawn from such 
institutions or schools, except with the consent of the 

proper authorities th8reof or of the governor ; and the 

sn ms necessary for the suppcrt and instruction of such 

pupils in such institution~ or school, including all travel

ing expenses of sueh pupils attending such institutions 

or school, shall be paid by the state; provided, however, 

that nolhiog herein contained shall he held to· prevent 

the voluntary payment of the wllole or any r.art of such 

sums by the parents .or guardians of such p~pils. 

*As amended by chapter 203, Public Laws of 18!!3. 
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DUTIES OF TOWNS, 

SECT. 1. School districts abolished. Exceptions in case of districts 
organized with special powers by acts of legislature. Pro
visions in such cases for sharing school funds. Corporate 
powers necessary for meeting liabilities and enforcing rights, 
continued. 

2. Towns to take possession of school-houses and other property. 
Appraisal thereof to be made. Tax therefor to be assessed 
and remittance to he made to tax payers of districti;i. Pro
cedure in case of districts comprising parts of two or more 
towns. 

3. No schools abolished or location thereof changed except by 
vote of town and on recommendation of school committee. 
School committees may suspernl small schools and procure 
c01weyance of scholars. 

4. Schools to be of same length and not less than twenty weeks 
per year. Pennlty for f:iilure thus to maintain. 

5. Union schools may be maintained hy adjoining towns. Manner 
of support. l\'Iam1gement. 

6. 'l'owns to raise money for support of schools Forfeitµre for 
neglect. 

7. School fund and mill-tax ,Yithheld from delinquent towns. 
8. Towns shall provide school books. 
9. School committees slrnll provide for the distribution and preser

vation of school hooks. 
10. Parent or guardian to be taxed for books, &c., lost or damaged. 
11. Cities or towns may instrnct in industrial or mechanical draw

ing, and raise mont\y for evening schools.· 
13. Certificate to be returned by municipal officers to state super

intendent. 
14. Superintendent to furnish blanks to municipal officers. 
17. No school money to be paid except on written order of munici

pal oflicers. 
18. Towns to choose superintending school committee. Vacancies, 

how filled. Eligibility. 
3 



34 SCHOOL LAWS OF MAINE. 

SECT. 20. 
21. 

Penalty for towns failing to choose committee. 
Right to attend school defined. Towns may make by-laws 

concerning trnants, &c., to he approved by judge of supreme 
court. Penalty for l)reach thereof. 

22. 

23. 

Shall appoint persons to make complaints of violation of 
by-laws. 

Truant children may be placed in suitable institutions. 

CO:\IPULSORY EffCCATION. 

2-i. Chil<lren between eight and fifteen years of age, required to 
attend a public school sixteen weeks yearly. Exceptions. 
Penalty. 

25. Cities aml towns nrnst elect truant officers. Duties. Penalties 

for neglect. 
26. Boys refusing t!) attend school sent to Reform School. 
27. ,Jurisdiction of officers. 

FHEE HIGH SCHOOLS. 

28. State aid extemled to towns maintaining free high schools. 
Conditions. Amount. 

20. A town may establish two free high schools. Adjoining towns 
or one or more precincts may establish one. Gifts and 
bequests to be faithfully expended. 

30. Location, &c., of free high schools. How supplied and fur
nished. 

31. Course of study. Out of town pupils to pay for tuition. 
32. Free high schools subject to school laws, and school committee. 

Exceptions. 
33. Towns may raise money to support free high schools. 
34. A town may employ an academy or free high school in another 

town, for that purpose. 
35. Superintending school committee or committees to make 

annual returns. State superintendent to certify amount to 
which town -is entitled. Appeal to governor and council. 
Penalty for cheating state. 

36. Trustees of academies, &c., may surrender property to town 
for free high school. 

37. Property, how conveyed. 
38. Income of property, how applied. Qualification of pupils, how 

determined. 
39. Non-residents to pay tuition. 
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SCHOOL-IIffCSES, LOCATION AND ERECTION OF. 

SECT. 56. Location of school-houses determined by vote of town. 
57. Proceedings ·when owner of lot selected for school-house 

refuses to sell. Land to revert to owner in case of discon
tinuance. 

58. Owner of land aggrieved may have the matter tried by a jury. 
Costs, by ,vhom paid. 

59. Erroneous location of school-house lots re-established and 
made valid. Proceedings for re-appraisement. 

60. Selectmen to give notice in writing to all parties interested. 
61. How sum appraised shall be assessed and collected. 
62. Any tender thereon to be allowed toward payment. 
63. Land owners may appeal. 
64. Improvements to inure to town making them. 
65. Legality of school-house tax not affected by error in location 

of lot. 
66. l'lan for erection or re-construction of school-house, to be 

approved by superintending school committee. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF SUl'EUINTENDIXG SCHOOL COMMITTEES AND 

S Ul'ERVISORS. 

SECT, 85. 
86. 

87. 

88. 

92. 

Superintending school committee to be sworn. 
Superintending school committee first chosen, to determine 

term of office by lot. Vacancies, how filled. 
Duties of superintending school committees. What constitute 

a school week ancl month. Shall elect supervisor or super
intendent. Duties of supervisor or superintendent. 

Supervisors shall make annual statement. Particulars. To 
make return to state superintendent of common schools. 

Compensation of superintending school committees and super
visors. 

DUTIES AND QeALIFICATIONS OF INSTRUCTORS, 

96. Teachers to keep school register. Not to be paid till register 
is completed. 

97. Instructors of co1leges and other institutions of learning to 
inculcate morality, justice and patriotism. 

98. Forfeiture for teaching without certificate. No certificate 
valid for more than one year. Proviso. 

SCHOOLS IN PLANTATIONS. 

99. Plantations have same powers and liabilities as towns. 
Authorized to raise money. 
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STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF COl\Il\ION SCHOOLS. 

SEC. 102. State superintendent of common schools, appointment and 
term of office. 

103. To have an office at the capital. 
104. Duties of superintendent. 
105. Superintendent to prepare and forward blanks for returns of 

schools. 
106. Superintendent to notify delinquent school committees, and to 

return to state treasurer number of children between four 
and twenty-one years of age. 

TEAHCERS' CONYENTIONS-XOR1UAL SCHOOLS, 

107. Normal schools at Farmington, Castine and Gorham to remain 
as established. Purposes for and principles upon which they 
shall be conducted. 

108. Course of study, how arranged. 
109. Diploma, to whom awarded. 
110. Applicants for admission, qualifications of, to pay $1.50 per 

session. 
111. Governor, state superintendent and five others to constitute 

board of trustees. 'l'erm and compensation. Annual report 
to governor and council. 

112. Annual appropriation of $24,000. 

PENAL PROVISIONS AFFECTING SCHOOLS. 

113. Forfeitures, how recovered and appropriated. Penalty of 
town for neglect to expend money as provided. 

114. Penalty for disturhiug schools. 
115. Parents or guardians liable for injury to buildings or other 

property by minors. 
116. Penalty for defacing school-houses, out-buildings, etc. 

STATE SCHOOL FUNDS, 

117. Permanent school fund and bank tax, how managed and appro
priated. 

118. Treasurer of state to apportion sehool funds. Basis when 
returns not received. Not to be paid till return is made. 

119. Mill tax on all property in the state for support of common 
schools. 

120. How assessed and collected. 
121. '.ro be distributed to towns, etc., annually on the first day of 

January. 
122. Unexpended balance to be added each year to permanent school 

fund. 
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PROVISIONS RESPECTING LITERARY INSTITUTIONS, 

SEC. 123. Presidents of colleges removable at pleasure of appointing 
power. 

124. Graduation fees not perquisites of college officers, but payable 
into college treasury. 

125. Inn-holders, stalJJe-keepers, &c., forbidden to give credit to 
students. 

SCHCOL FOR THE DEAF. 

126. Governor and council may send deaf persons to Hartford 
American Asylum, or to the Portland school for the deaf, 
at the expense of State. 
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SUGGESTlOXS, EXPL.AXATIO~S .AXD FOU:\IS. 

SUGGESTIONS AND EXPLANATIONS. 

SECT. 1. The provision, that "the corporate powers of every 

school district shall continue under this act so far as the same may 

be necessary for the meeting of ir,s liabilities and the enforcing of 
its rights," applies eF-peeially to those ca'ies where districts have, 
under provii<ions of section 81, drnpter 11, R:wised Statutes of 1883, 
borrowed money to erect schor,1-houses, etc., payable in annual 

instalments. It con tit ues in for<.'.l', so far as those cases are con
cerned, the provisions of section 88, here quoted: 

'·Section 83. At each annual assessment of town taxes after 
such loan, tlrn assessms of tLe town ::,hall assess the amount of the 
instalment and inler<::'st for that year, on the polls and estates in the 
district, as if the district had votcct to raise ii, and it sball, in like 
manner, be collecttd and paid to the tDwn treasurer, who shall pay 
each instalment and interest as it becomes due, on demand of the 

owner of the security." 
SECT. 5. The requirement, that '·every town sllall make pro

vision for the maintenance of all its schools for not less than twenty 
weeks annually," does not modify or amend the provisions of sec
tion 6. The two sections taken together nquire every town to 
raise for common schools, annually, not less tllan the sum provided 

for in section 6, and enough more to maintain all its schools as 

required in section 5, if more he necessary. 
SECTS. 9 and 10. It is to be hoped and expected that under the 

new system, the carelessness in the distribution and care of text
books, which has prevailed in some towns, will cease. Now that 
the town ow'ns and controls the school-houses, proper and safe 

receptacles should be put into every house in which to keep the 
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books when not in use. Teachers should be held to strict account

ability for keeping proper rrgisters or records of their distribution 

to and return by pupils. Parents should be strietl y required to 

make good all unnecessary injury to or loss of bo,1ks by their chil

dren. All books, except in very exceptional cases and the::i only 

by express permission of supervisor, should be given up by pupils 

at end of every term. Books seriously defaced, or injured beyond 

ready repair, should be disearded from use, and new ones supplied. 

If proper rules be made by school boards for the management of 

these matters, and those rules be strictly enforced, the almost crim

inal un-system which bas prevailed in certain towns, can be very 

easily corrected. 
SEcT. 17. Under the new system, the school board or some 

memher thereof authorized to do so, must avouch for or approve all 

bills, before the munieipal ollicns car; legally draw orders for their 

payment. In most cases the supervisor should be so authorized, 

or the supervisor in connection with one member of the sub-com

lLittee of the board under whose authority any particular bill has 

been contracted. 
8EcT. 21. The provision of chapter 162. Public L'lws of 1893, 

herein incorporated, that ' 1 the age of pupils allowed to attend tlle 
public schools of this State is hereby fixed het ween 1 he ages of four 
and twenty-one years of agr,'' was not inte1]dtd to cbunge and does 

not change the basis upon which state school moneys are appor

tioned to towns. That basis continues to be as tJrescribed in sec
tion lOG, '·the number of ehildren betwet'.n four aud twenty-one 

years of age," as they Pxisted in ench town on the first day of April 
preceding. Tl1e provision was intended only to fix dEflnitely by 
statute, what no prrvious statute bnd fiXfd, the age at and during 

whieh all children should have an enforceable right to attend the 

public schools. 
S1wr. 33. ,vben a free high school precinct, formed in accord

ance with sEction 7 of dwptlr 216, Public Laws of 1893, votes to 

raise money by taxation for either of tlrn purposes named in this 

section, as it may by the terms of said section 7, such money may 

be assessed and collected in the manner prescribed in sections 75 to 

79 indusive, chapter 11, Revised Statutes of 1883, which are here 

quoted: 
"SECT. 75. ,vhen a district votes to raise money for any legal 

purpose, its clerk f,ball forthwitb, or within the time prescribed by 
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the district, certify the amount thereof to the assessors of the town, 

and the time when it must be raised ; and within sixty daJs after 
receiving such ce1tificate they shall assess it as they do town taxes, 

on the polls and estates of the residents and owners in the district 
at the time of raising said money, whether wholly in their town or 
not, and on the non-resident real estate in the district. They rhall 

then make their warrant in due form of law, directed to any collector 

of their town or of the district, if any, if not to a constable, requir

ing him to levy and collect sue;h tax and pay it to the town treasurer 

within the time limited in the warrant; and they shall give a certifi

cate of the assessment to such treasurer and may abate such taxes 
as in the case of town taxes. 

HSECT. 76. The assessors may include in their assessment such 

sum over and above the sum committed to them to assess, not 
exceeding five per cent thereof, as a fractional division renders 
necesrnry, and certify that fact to the town treasurer. 

"SECT. 77. The town treasurer shall pay 1be expense of assess_ 

ing and collecting any school district tax out of the money of the 

district, upon the order of tlrn selectmen. 

''SECT. 78. Section one hundred and forty-two of chapter six, 

and all other sections relating to the same subject applJ to taxes 

asses~ed by or for school districts, so far as applicable; but the 

district and not the town is liable. 
"SECT. 79. The collector or constable, and the town treasurer,. 

or treaE>urer and collrctor, if one person is both, each have the same 
powers and are subjPct to the same dut,ies and obligations in relation 

to district taxes, as to town taxes; and they and the asse,sors shall 
be allowed by the district for their services, a compensation pro

portionate to what they receive from the town for similar services. 
SECT, 87. Items I, II and II I. The duties of school committees 

herein prescribed, may be performed by the supervisor when so 

specially directed under the provision of chapter 216, section 8, 
Public Laws, 1893, that be shall' 'per form such other duties as said com
mittee shall direct." In such case it will be suffident legal evidence 
of the teacher's examination, qualifications, and t'lllployment, if 

the cntificate granted be signed by the supervisor alone, "per 

order of the committee." A definite record of the vote directing him 

to perform these duties, anrl all others which they '·shall direct" 

him to perform, should be made. 
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SECT. 87, Item IV. A requiremP-nt by the superintending school 

commitee, that the Protestant version of the Bible £hall be read in 

public schools of their town, by scholars who are able to read, is 

not in violation of any constitutional provision, and is binding upon 

· the members of the school, although composed of divers religious 

sects. Donahoe 'VS. Riehards, 38 l\1e. 379. 

SECT. 87, Item VI. The superintending school committee have 

no power to dismiss a school master, unless for one of the causes 

mentioned in stat. 1821, chap. 117, sec. 3, providing that the ''com

mittee shall have power to dismiss any school master or mistress 

who shall be found incapable or unfit to teach any school," and this 

must be in writing, under their hands, specially assigning the cause 

of dismissal. Sears.moot vs . .Farwell, 3 Me. 450. When there are 

three members of tlie superintending school commit'ee, two of them 

have no power to dismi~s a master, under the provisions of stat. 

1834, chap. 129, sect. 3, unless due notice has been given to the 

third that he might attend and act with them. Jackson 1.:s. Hamp

den, 1G l\Ie. 184. 

,vhen afcer one day's notice to the teacher, the superintending 

school committee visited the school and made a full examination into 

charges against the teacher, and the teacher and his witnesses were 

fully heard, and no (j ~ction was made by him for want of due 

notice, nor any req:rnst for delay or to be heard further, the teacher 

thereby waived any ohj.~ction to the notice if ins um Jient, and is not 

entitled to hi~ wages for teaching after being notifit~d by the com

mittee of his dismijj;sal as the result of such investigation. ,vood
bury 'VS. Knox, 74 Me. 462. 

SECT. 87, Item XII. The requirements of section 8, chapter 216, 
Public Laws of 1893, that com mitt tees shall annually elect a super

visor or superintendent, and that all returns shall be made by said 

supervisor or suptrintenilent, are obligatory. Failure to elect such 

supervisor or superintendent would work forfeiture of state Rchool 

money so long as such failure continued ; for the state treasurer is 

expressly forbidden to pay over such money "to any town until its 

return is made to the superintendent of common schools/' (section 

118) ; and the superintendent of common schools cannot, except by 

practicnl violation of his oath of offiee, certifiy to the state treasurer 

the receipt of any return not made, as the law requires, by a super

visor or superintendent so elected. 
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SECT. 114. If one over twenty-one years of age, voluntarily 

attends a town school, and is received as a scholar by the instructor, 

he has tbe same rights and dutirs, and is under the same restric
tions and liabilities, as if under that age. Stevens vs. Fassett, 

'27 l\Ie. 266. ·when a scholar in school hours, intrudes himself into 

the instructor's desk, and refuses to leave it on the request of the 

instructor, such scholar may be li'twfully removed by the instructor. 

And for that purpose, be may immediately use such force, and call 

to his assistance E-uch aid from any other person, as is necessary to 
accomplish the object, without the direction or knowledge of the 

superintending school commitl:ee.-lb. The statute, 1850, chapter 

193, article 10, section 13, (containing the provisions of section 

114,) for the protection of scl10ol:,, is applicable to private schools 

regularly established and in operation for instruction in the art of 

writing. State vs. Leight.on, 35 l\Ie. rn5. 
A sehool-ma,ster is not liaUe for inflicting corporal punishment 

upon a pupil, if it is not cleaily excessive, in · he general judgment 

of reasonable men. Patterson vs. Nutter, 78 l\1e. 509. 

FOHM~. 

I. FREE Hrnn ScirnuL PRECINCTS. 

The application made to the municipal officers of the town for 

the calling of a meeting to form a free high school precinct, may be 
as follows: 

To the selectmen of the town of --- : 

You are hereby requested by the undersigned, legal voters of the 
town of---, resident in the section ot said town hereinafter 

described, to call a meeting of the voters resident within the fol

lowing described limits, to wit: (here clejinitely clescribe the limits 
of the proposed precinct) ; to be held at (here name the place of 
meeting) on the·--day of ---, 189-, at - o'cloc:k in the 
---, then and there to act upon the following articleg: 

1. · To choose a moderator to preside at said meeting. 

2. To choose a secretary for said meeting. 

8. To see H said voters will ebtablish said described section as 

a free high scl10ol precinct. 

4. To choose an agent and clerk for said precinct. 

5. To provide and appropriate such sums as may be deemed 
necessary for the support of a free high school within said precinct 

for the ensuing year. 
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6. To determine where said school shall be located or kept. 

7. To act upon any other business which may legally cume before 

said meeting. 

Dated at said ---, the -- day of--, 189-. 

The notice for a meeting on the foregoing application may be in 
the form following: 

To ---, one of the inhabitants of the following described sec

tion of the town of--, viz: (Here recite the limits given in the 

fm·pguing application.) 

Greetiog.-1Vritten application having been made to tbe under

signed, municipal c,fficers cf said tuwn, by (here insert nomes of those 

signing application), legal votfrs of said section, to call a meeting 

of the legal voters thereof at the time and place and for the pur
poses hereinafter named, you, the said ---, are hereby required 

in the name of the S'ate of Main(), to notify and warn the inhabi

tants of said section of tbe town of---, qualified by law to vote

in town affairs, to meet at the (hPre designate the place of meeting) 

in sai<l section (hre insPrt the time ancl purposes of the nw:ting as 

set forth in the application therefor.) 

Dat.d at---, the -- day of---, 189 . 

--- ----, Sdet:tmen of ---. 

The form of return ( or certificate of notice) on the foregoing 

warrant may be as follows: 

Pursuant to the within warrant, to me directed, I have notified 

and warned the inhabitants of the within described section, in the 

town of ---, qualified as therein expressed, to assemble a.t the 

time and place and for the purposes therein expressed, by posting 

up an attested copy of said warrant at --- in said section, and 

at---, being public and corH,picuous places in said section, on 

the -- day of ---, being seven days before said meeting. 

Dated the -- day of ---, 18-. 
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II. 

Certificate of superintending school committee of dismissal of a 
teacher. 

The undersigned, superintending school committee of the town of 
--, met at the school house in * district No. -, in said town, on 
the -- day of --, 18-, due notice of which time and place of 
meeting and the purposes thereof having been given to_ each member 
thereof and to the teacher in said district, and after careful and 
deliberate investigation, we do hereby certify that we deem the 
services of--, now employed as a teacher in said district, *unprofit
able to the school therein, and we accordingly dismiss s1id teacher 
for the reasons followir1g, viz: 

( Here insert the reasons of dismissal.) 

Dated at s'lid --, the -- day of--, A. D. 18-. 

- - } Sup't School Com. of--. 

III. 

Certificate of expulsion of a scholar. 

The undersigned. superintending school committee of the town of 
_:__, met at the school-house in *school district No. -, in said 
town on the -- day of --, 18-, due notice of which time and 
place of meeting and the purpcs,s thereof having been given to each 
member of s:1id committee, and after proper investigation of the 
behavior of--, a scholar in the school therein kept, we have 
adjt1dged that the s:1id -- is an obstinately disobedient and dis
-orderly scholar, and that we deem it necessary for the peace and 
usefulness of the school that he be removed therefrom, and we 
accordingl,v expel the said -- from said school. 

DJ.ted at said--, the -- day of--, A. D., 18-. 

} Sup't School Com. of--. 

* If sc)J.ools are designated otherwise than by number of district, use such desig
nation. 




