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STATE OF MAINE. 

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT, ( 

AUGUSTA, December 31, 1892 5 
To Governor EDWIN C. BURLEIGH, and the Honorable 

Executive Council: 

GENTLEMEN :-In accordance with requirements of law, 

I respectfully submit the following Report of the condition, 

progress and needs of the Public Schools of Maine. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

N. A. LUCE, 

State Superintendent of Common School.,;;. 





REPORT. 

COMMON SCHOOLS. 

For statistics showing in detail the condition of the com

mon school system of every town in the State. so far as the 
statistics required by our laws are capable of showing that 
condition, reference is made to the tables appended to this 

report. 
The condition of the system as a whole, both actual and 

as compared with that of the preceding year, is shown by 
the statistics collated, corrected and grouped in the following 

cmIP~\_R..\.')'lVE SU:\DL\RIES. 

I. Of Scholars and School Attendance. 
lS!ll-H-2. 1sno-n1. 

Whole number of rnholars in State... . . . . 210.47:2 210,997 

Decrease . . . . . . . 5:25 
Whole number of different scholars attending 

school during year... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136,634 141,433 

Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,799 
Average registered attendance per term for 

year . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113,6~)2 122,76G 

Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . 9 ,07 4 
Average daily attendance per t, rm . . . . 90, l '.) 1 103,062 

Decrease. . . . . . . 12,871 

ll. Length of Schools. 

Average length for year . 24w 3d 2:2w ld 

Increase.. . . 2w id 

Aggregate number of weeks per year ..... . 116,407 103,218 

Increase..... . . . . . . . . 13, 189 



6 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

III. Teachers. 

Number of male teachers in spring and sum-
mer terms . . . . ......... . 

Decrease . . . . .. 28 
Number in fall and winter ................ . 

Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Number of female teachers in spring and 

summer terms . . . . . . . . .. 
Increase. . . . . . . . . . . 218 

Number in fall and winter .......... . 
Increase. . . 482 

Aggrega•e number of terms taught by male 
teachers during year..... . . . .... 

Decrease. . . . 53 
Aggregate number taught by female teachers, 

Increase . . . . . . . . . . . 700 
Number of different teachers employed 

during year . . . . ... 
Increase...... . . . . . . . 3';2 

Number continued in same school during 

year ................. . 
Decrease... . . . . . . . . . ·220 

Number who had previous experience .. 
Increase . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Number who had not had previous expe-
rience ... 

Increase ..... 
Number who were 

schools . . . . .. 

352 
graduates of normal 

Decrease . . . . . . . .. . . . . 26 
Average wages of male teachers per month 

excluding board. . . . . . . . . . . . 
Increase... . . . . . . . . $0.85 

Average wages of fem ale teachers per month 
excluding board. . . ........... . 

Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . . $0 24 

l~!Jl-£12. 18£10-91. 

283 311 

1,274 1,299' 

4,633 4,415 

4,532 4,050 

1,557 1,610 

9,165 8,465 

7.686 7 314 

2,123 2,343-

6,288 6,268 

1.398 1,046-

756 782 

$35.75 $34.90 

17.32 17.56 
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IV. Text-Books and School Appliances. 

Amount expended for free text-books ..... . 
Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . $94,458 

Number of ungraded schools furnished with 
globes... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 

Increase . . .. . . . . . . . . 48 
Number furnished with wall maps ........ . 

Decrease . . 172 
Number furnished with charts of any sort .. 

Increase . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 
\ 

lSlll-92. 

$75,556 

580 

1,538 

1,646 

V. Numbm· and Character of Schools. 

Whole number of different schools..... . . . . 4,744 
Increase. . . . . . 123 

Whole number of graded schools.. . . . . . . . 955 
Increase . . . . . . . 116 

Whole number of ungraded schools . . . . . . . 3,789 
Increase. . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Number of ungraded having classes in 
history .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. 2,859 

Increase . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120 
Number having classes in physiology.. . . . . 2,.640 

Increase..... . . . . . . . 7 
Number having classes in book-keeping . . . 1,891 

Increase. . . . . . . . . . . . . 223 
Number having classes in other than studies 

required by law . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,244 
Increase . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 

VI. School Districts and School-Hoitses. 

Number of towns and plantations having 
unit or town SJStem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 

Decrease . . 9 
Number of school districts in State ...... . 

Decrease .......... '.. 70 
Number of parts of districts . . . . . . . . . ... 

Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
Number of school-houses in State. 

Increase . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 

151 

3,124 

235 

4,348 

7 

1890-91. 

$170,014 

532 

1,710 

1,601 

4,621 

839 

3,782 

2,739 

2,633 

1,668 

1,160 

142 

3,194 

258 

4,319 
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Number reported in.good condition 
Increase..... . . . . . . . . 23 

Number built during year ................ . 
Cost of same. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 

Decrease . . . . . . . $47,426 
Estimated value of a11 school property. 

Increase . . . $133,585 

1891-92. 

3,242 
1890-91. 

3,219 

58 58 
$62,302 $109, 728 

$3,803,970 $3,670,385 

VII. School Supervision. 

Number of towns electing supervisors ..... . 344 338 
Increase 4 

Number of towns electing committees ..... . 165 164 
Increase 1 

Number of school boards failing to make re-
turns according to law. . . . . .. 7 

Decrea~e . . 4 
Number of terms of schooll not visited as law 

requires .. 618 819 

Decrease . . . . . . . 201 
Amount paid by towns for supervision. $42,479 $41,883 

Increase . . . . . . . . . . . $596 

VIII. Be.sources and Expenditures. 

Amounts available from town treasuries $770.552 $781,712 
Decrease.. . . . . . . . . . . 11,160 

Amounts available from State treasury. 471,055 391,9,59 
Increase . ·... . . . . . . . . 79,096 

Amounts derived from local funds ... 49,009 37,5~1 
Increase. . 11,428 

Total current resources. . . .. 1,291,516 1,211,252 
Increase. 80,264 

Total current expenditures ...... . 1.213,494 1,163,968 
Increase. . . 49 ,526 

Balance unexpended ... 78,022 47,284 
Increase. . . . . 30~738 

Amounts expended for local supervision ... 42,479 41,883 
Increase. . . . 596 

Amounts expended for new school-houses .. 62,302 109,728 
Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . . 47,426 
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Amount expended for free text-books .. 
Decrease . . . . . . . .. . . . . 94,456 

lSlll-2. 

75,558 

9 

1890-91. 

170,014 

Total expenditures . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,393,833 1,485,593 
Decrease....... 91,760 

Amount of school money Yoted by towns for 
ensuing year . 730,476 720.661 

Increase ....... . 9,815 

cmIP.\.RATIVE CO:N"DITIOX. 

1. As to attendance-In this regard the condition shown 
is exceptional. ,Vith a decrease of 525 in the number of 

persons of school age, there was a decrease of 4,799 in the 

whole number attending school, a decrease of 9,074 in the 
average registered attendance, and a decrease of 12,871 in 
average daily attendance. This exceptional condition must 

be dne to an exceptional cause. That cause, however, is not 

far to seek. There can be little doubt that these figures 

measure the ravages among the youth of that <>pidemic so 
widely prevalent <luri1tg the year, and so toieverely prevalent, 

the grip. Such being the case the condition shown is not 
indicative of any <lefect in the sehools themselves, or uny 

diminution in public interest in them. It is a thing to he 
regretted, but which could not have been pl'evented. It 1s 
a condition, moreover, whose recurrence is not probable. 

2. As to length of sclwol8-Here again the changes in 
condition from th'.lt of the lJrece<ling year are quite as marked 
as in attendance. An increase of 13,18!.J in the aggregate 

number of weeks of school bad during the year, giving an 

average increase per school of two weeks and one day, is 

something remarkable. Yet this change was to have been 
anticipated in view of the increase of $80,264 elsewhere 

shown in the curre~1t resources for support. of sehools. As 
this increase in resources, largely <lue to the increase in state 

school moneys derived from the mill tax consequent upon an 
increase in the State valuation, will continue through the present 
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decade, and will probably from year to year grow con

stantly larger from increases in that portion of the tax on 

savings b8nks which goes to the support of schools, the gain 
in length here shown will be still further increased year by 

year. If in addition to these causes tending to increase the 

length of schools, the wasteful and useless expenditures 

resulting from the school district system of management, shall 
be stopped by the abolition of that system, there can he 

little doubt that our common schools will, within the decad2, 

reach an average length of thirty weeks per year. We shall 

then stand, in this respect, somewhat nearer on u level with 

the most advanced states in the Union. 

J. As to teachers-VVhile the schools were evidently 

largely improved in quantity of work done as measured hy 

length, there is not evident a corresponding improvement in 

quality as evidenced by the statistics showing the character 

of the teachers employed. The increases shown of 372 in the 

number of different teachers employed, and of 3j2 in those 

not lrnving had previous experience; and the decreases of 
220 in the number continued in the same school during the 
year, and of 26 in the number of normal graduates employed, 

are evidences of the opposite of improvement. Of like signifi
cance, also, is the decrease, small though it be, in the aver

age wages of female teachera who form so large a majority 
of all. On the other hand, becam,e of the smaller pay for 

equal services commanded by females, it mny be safely 

assumed that the decrease in the number of terms taught by 

male teachers, and the increase in the number of those taught 

by female, is indicative of improvement in quality of instruc

tion. 

On the whole the showing here made is not so satisfactory 

as it might have been. Had the full increase of $80,264 in 

the year's resources, already referred to, been accompanied 

by a corresponding increase in school expenditures, instead 

of only an increase of $49,526, and had the balance or a part 

of it been expended to secure better teachers, a better show-



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 11 

ing would have resulted, and a wise use have been made of 

the money. 

4. As to text-books and appliances-The school year here 

reported is the second since the law requiring towns to 

furnish free books, went into effect. Nearly every town in 
the State has complied with the letter and spirit of that law. 

A very few have failed of fu II compliance, though none have 
completely failed. As the results, for the first time in the 
history of our schools, there is practically both uniformity 

of books within all necessary requirements, and, what is 
quite as essential, prompt and fu]I supply. And the expense 

of the plan has heen very much smaller than was anticipated. 
The average cost per pupil supplied for the two year8 bas 

been less than one dollar per year. The average for the last 

year was fifty-eight cents. A8 regard8 text-hooks then, the 

condition of our school8 to-day is far superior to anything 
in the past. It needs only wise and vigilant care on the part 
of school committee::, and supervisors to keep them to their 

present superior condition. 
As regards supply of other appliances, such us globes, 

wall maps, chnrts, &c., the improvement is not so marked. 
There appeHrs to hHve been an increase in the number of 
ungraded schools supplied with globes and charts, and a 
larger decrease in the number supplied with wall maps. No 
marked improvement, indeed, is to be expected in this direc
tion, so long as the burden of supply falls upon the school 
district. The district syRtem of school management, 111 this 
as in other things, is a hindrance to improvement. 

5. As to nurnbe1· and character of schools-In the num
ber of different schools reported there was an increase of 

123, of which 116 were graded, and seven ungraded. Other 

things being equal, the grading of schools necessarily in

creases the number. Rut graded schools are more effieient 

than ungraded. Hence in this regnrd the statistics indicate 

notable improvement. 
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There nlso appears to have heen substantial improvement 

in the character of the ungrnded schools as indicated hy 

increases in the number having classes in the more advanced 

common school hnrnches of in~trnction. The increases of 

120 in the number of these schools having classes in history, 

of seven in those hav;ng clas8es in physiology, of 223 in 
those having classes in hook-keeping, and of eighty-four in 

those in which branches were taught of higher rank than the 

ordinnry statute studies, are very significant of imprond 

conditions. 

6. As to school di:-stri'cts and school houses-Al I the sta

tistics grollped under 1 bi~ head, takl·n tog-(:lthcr and st->parately, 

show improvement. There was a gain of nine in the number 

of towns putting their 8Choo Is u 11d,~r an imp roved, more 

equitable, more etonomieal and more dfieil:'ut rn:11rngement 
by the abolition of schooll districts, r<>sulting in a reduction 

of seventy in the number of di8tricts in the ::,tate, and giving 

evidence that, slowly indeed but ~urcly, our people are com
ing to see that the district Rystem, framed to suit the condi

tions of a century ago, is not suited to the present radically 
changed conditionR. Doubtless, morever, in part as a result 

of th-is ch:rnge, there ,;as :111 increase of thirty in the numher 

of school-houses in the State, of twenty-three in the number 

in ''good condition/' and of $133,585 in the value of school 
property. As the new school-houses erected-in number the 

same as for the pr~ceding year-cost but $62,302, there must 

have been improvements in those exi8ting, to the extent of 

$71,283. Of the fifty-eight new buildings erected hut four 

were within city limits, and cost $2,500 or more apiece. 

The improvement in this regard was, therefore, ,vhere most 

needed, in the rnral townfl nnd for the rural schools. Thirty 

of these new buildings were in towns which have aboli8hed 
the district system, which, in view of the fact that the number 
of such towns is but 151. while the number of those which 

still have that system is 358, can hardly be accidental. 
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7. As to school supervision-All of the it<'ms grouped 
under this head~ too, are indicative of improvement. As 
special evidence of more vigilant and careful oversight of 
school affairs, is the decrease of four in the number of towns 

whose school officers failed to make returns uccording to law; 
of 201 in the number of towns not visited as the law requires; 

and the increase of $f>~6 in the amounts paid for supervision. 

8. As to resources and expenditures-The evidence furn
ished hy the statistics here grouped, is in line with and sub
stantiates thnt furnished by those under all other beads 
except 1 hnt of attendance. The more significant of them 
have already received incidental notice. It is further to be 

observed that all items of resource and expenditure directly 

affecting the instruction of the schools, show ~ubstantial 

increases ; ,md that, in the increase of unexpended balances 
and of amounts voted by towns, is promise of larger resources 

and expenditures, with consequent improvement, for the 

ensuing year. The aggregate of these two items alone is 
sufficient to give an increase of one week in the average 
length of the schools. 

~. Summary-Striking the balance between gains and 
losses for the year, in all the items and groups of items which 
are for or against improvement in the condition of our com
mon schools, that balnnce seems to be decidedly on the side 
of gain, notwithstanding the exceptional losses in attendance. 
In length, in scope of instruction, in text-books and appli
ances used in and affecting the quality of teaching, in the 
organization and administration of their affairs, in their hum;
ing and supervision, the gains were real and noticeable; while 
in the quality uf instruction as inferable from the character of 
teachers employed, there was certainly no loss. On the 
whole, in spite of a seriously defective system of organization 
and mnnngement in nearly three-fourths of all our towns, and 
in spite opposing ~onditions not within the control of human 
powers, the year's work in this department of our system of 

public schools, was a substantial improvement on that of the 

preceding year. 



14 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

,\CTUXL COXDlTIOX. 

I. Dejects. 

'V\""hile on the whole our common school:,; show improve

ment from Jeur to J(•ar in many particulars, as shown by 

comparison of stati~tics, their actual condition is yet very far 

from that state of efficiency to which they may and should be 

brought. To 1:-upport this general conclusion needs little 

argument. Nor does it n·quire very critical and ~earehing 

examination of statistics, and of the annual reports of the 

loeal school authorities, to discover the directions in which 

improV('ment is to he sought, the hindrnnres in the way of 

attaining it, und the changes which must he mnde in the 

org:rnization and administration uf the system, before it can 

be attained. As to their adual condition the following state

ments are ensi ly demonstrable : 

1. Attendance is much too small, and too irregular. 

Many children leave the schools finally at much too early an 

uge. No incon:::;iderable number even of the ages during 

which the luw requires their attendance, through the influ

ence of {J:trental indifference or parental greed, do not attend; 

and hecause of the same influences too, and because in f:ome 

cases of lack of attractive force in the schools growing out of 

indifferent teaching or poor school-houses, there is too large 

an amount of trnancy. 

2. The schools are too short on the average, and there is 

too great inequality of length in different towns in the same 

section, and in different sections of the same town. In these 

regards we are in the rear rank of all the states having the 

more efficient school systems. Our uverage to-day is the 

equivalent of three short terms of eight weeks ench in all 

the sehools, while we ought to have the <>quivalent of as many 

terms of tl·n weeks. l\!J[oreover the disparity in length is 

often, such in the same to\vns, that in Rome districts the schools 

are less thnn sixteen wefi:'ks in length, while our law requires 

that all children in those districts, bet ween the ages of eight 

and fifteen years, shall atteud a public school at least sixteen 
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weeks every year. Our present laws, therefore, make demands 

with which they at the same time, in their practical operation, 

make it impossible to comply. 

3. The teaching force is too numerous, too frequently 

changed, and too largely incompete11t especially in profeo

sional skill. During the past year 7 ,68H different teachers 

were employed to teach 4, 7 44 scho11ls. As the ag-gregate 

numher of terms wa::, 10, 722, each of these schools averaged 

2.3 terms per year; while the average number of terms per 

teacher wtts not quite 1.4. Moreover only 2, 123 of these 

7 ,686 tenchcrs were employed in the s:u,,e .school during the 

year. In 2 ,621 of the 4, 7 44 schools, therefore, or more than 

half of them, there was a change of teachers. Every one of 

these changes rntailed a waste of the time and energy for at 

least one week on the average, of every pupil in the schools 

where such drnngcs occurred. And this waste wa:, where 

it could be least afforded, not in schooh, of more than average 

length, but in those of less. The condition here Pl10wn is 

one ~urely needing amendment, and largely capable of amend

ment. 

Of the 7 ,680 different teachers <'mploye<l 1,398-ulmost 

one-fifth-were without previous experience, wc>re new to 

their trade. Gra'1ting that all th<>se were qualified in knowl

edge of the subjects \vhich they were called upon to teach

which is surely grunting for too much-a very small percentage 

were qualified hy study of, or training in the most efficient 

methods of teaching those~ subjects, which of the two things 

is by far the more important. Dou ht less some of these did 

lair work becau~e they imitated the methods of others better 

qualified by training or experience; but even then their work 

was crude and les8 efficient than it should have been. Of 

the work of the majority-the large majority, indeed-it 

must he said that, if moderately efficient even, it must have 

been such hy accident rather than design. 

But incompetence is not wholly <lue to inexperience. Of 

the 6,288 who had had previous experience, all were not Ro 

qualified for their work in knowledge and skill, us the impor-
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tance of that work demands. Many of these were of tho~e 
whose experience and skill was that of but a term or two; 
many were wanting either in knowledge of what they were 

called upon to teach, or in those natural qualities of mind and 
heart which are essential to the teacher. 

In short, one has only to. read the reports of the local 
school officers to learn how large a waste of the time and 
effort of our children, and of the public moneys expended fo1· 
their education, is entai]ed by the employment of incompetent 

teachers, and to conclude that herein is a serious defect in 
our system. 

4. Few of the schools, and notably the rural schools, are 
furnished with the necessary app:iances to aid in instmction. 
In every other line of human effort improved appliances, 
suited to the securing of the largest and best results in the 
least time, are sought and utilized ; but in teaching there 

seerr1s to be too prevalent the opinion that, given a 8chool

house, a teacher and books, und all necessary conditions of 
successful work are complied with. Herein is a serious mis
take. In the educational processes of to-day, looking to the 
fit preparation of our children to perform wisely and well 
life's duties of to· morrow, are demands imperative for all the 
helps obtainable. Maps, charts, apparutus are ns much 
needed in the modern school, if it is to cope successfully with 

the demands made upon it, as improved to11h and maehinery 
are needed on the farm, in the shop, and in the factory. In 

the one case as in the other, the demand is for the largest 

measure of results in the least tim<'. 
Every school-room in the State, every rural school-room, 

if properly furnished, would have at least a globe, a series 
of outline maps, of priimary reading charts, of charts for 
teaching penmanship, for teaching physiology and hygiene as 
required by our laws, for drill in rapid work in arithmetic, 

and for rnstruction in civi I government. The.se are obsolutely 
essential to the best and most fruitful instruction. Yet out 
of 3, 789 ungraded schools in the State, 3,209 are not furn
ished with a globe, 2,251 have not even a wall map of any 



SuPERIXTENDEXT's REPORT. 17 

sort, and 2, 143 are without any sort of charts. It is not 

putting it too strong to say that this condition of things is 
di8graceful. 

5. There are too many schools. The average enrollment 
of pupils per school was last year less than twenty-five. But 
there were by for a larger number of schools having a smaller, 

than of those having a larger than this average enrollment. 
There are probably between 1,000 and 1,200 existing schools 
in the State, whose enrollment was twelve or less. A care
ful investigation running through a series of years hns shown 
that between 600 and 800 schools could be abolished without 

detriment. 
The conditions here shown result in large inefficiency and 

waste. No school of less than twenty pupils can, in the 
nature of things, be of the higheot efficiency. There is 
wantiug in such that life, and interest, and enthusiasm, which 
are potent forces in successful school work. It is not by 
accident that the terms "small and backward'' are almost 
invariably coupled in characterizing the condition of certain 

schools. But whenever such schools can be dispensed with, 
whenever from location and contiguity to other schools they 
can be abolished, and their pupils sent to such other schools, 
their continued maintenance is not only a wrong to those 
attending,. but is a wicked waste of public funds, against 
which all good citizens should make effective protest. 

6. The school-houses are not what they should be. The 
statistics show that one-fourth of them are not in suitable 
condition, even under local estimate of what constitutes "good 
condition." Deducting from the estimated value of all school 

property in the State the value, $1,691,000, of 259 school 
houses in thirteen cities, and the average value of the remain
ing 4 ,089 is but $517. If in making this estimate of average 
value all school-houses worth $2,000 each, had been eliminated 
from the calculation, the average value of the remainder, a 
majority of all, would have fallen to about half the average 
shown. Surely in view of the exhibit here made, our school-

2 
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houses are not everywhere centers of loc.al interest and 

sources of local pride. 

7. The local management and direction of the schools, 

their immediati~ supervision, i8 not at its highest practicable 

efficiency. It should he intelligent and vigilant, and, in 

order to he this, permanent and directly responsible for 

results. 
In most of our tmvns the schools are locally managed by 

~chool district agents, and a school committee or supervisor 

as the town may from year to year determine. The school 
agent as a rule serves for a year and then gives place to another. 
The supervisor's term of office is also one year, but he is not 
infrequently given succei3sive term-.;, if he be not too radical 

and insistent in his efforts to improve the schools. The 
school committee has, indeed, a measure of permanence in 
tenure of office; but, ns will be se<•n hy a glance at the sta

tistics, is found in less than a third of the towns. This con
dition of affairs in which change instead of permanence is the 
rule, makes against the planning Hnd following to successful 

issue of any policy of improvenwnt. As the result the 
schools are too generally run in ruts. 

Again the agent, wholly irrespon::iible for the work of the 
school and having no voice in directing that work, is charged 
with the very important duty of selecting the te.acher, and 
practically his selection is final, though theoretically subject 

to the veto of the sn1wrvisor or school committee. But the 

supervisor or committee attempting to control selection hy 
rdfusing to certificate any teacher employed, in most cases 

finds that the result is not satisfactory as conducive either to 

his own comfort or the well being of the school. Renee, 

while charged with the duty of "directing the general course 

of instruction," his responsibility for such instrnction is ren
dered a practical nullity by lack of power to control the 

selection of proper instructors. The practical operation of 

our laws dividing re:-,ponsibility between school agents. ai1d 
supervisor, destrnys responsibility in both. 
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Neither permanent nor responsible, the management-the 

-supervision of the schools, can not have that intelligence 

which comes from continued careful study of their coudition 

and needs, nor that vigilance which sees those nee<ls and at 

-0nce properly meets them. In the very nature of the case, 

it must be largely inefficient, how earnest soever an<l desir

ous to be efficient, may he those charged with its duties. 

And out of this inefficiency grows another evil. The value 

·Of supervision as an essential force in any efficient systen1 

of schools is cheapened 'in public estimation. No officers are 

so grudgingiy paid for their services as those having charge 

of cm,: schools. This in turn reacts upon and weakens the 

efficiency of our othenvise inefficient system of supervision. 

To get the best in any line of human effort, the best must he 

appreciated. 

8. Finally there are inequities, discriminations, and wa$tes 

in the financial management of the schools. Public scb()ols 

are established for the common good. All property is sup

posed to be equitably taxed for their ::,upport, and all chikken 

should share as equally as practicable in their benefits. Any 

E1ystem of support which limits one child to a smaller share 

of those benefits than it gives another. is vicious. Yet our 

system <loes just this thing. It was framed to suit conditions 

radically different fron1 those of to-day, and under tho~e. con

ditions, operi1ted to give equal benefits, just as now utider 

changed conditions it not infrequently gives the children in 
one section of the same town four-fold the benefits given 

those in another. But this inequity is Pspeeially vicious in 

that it takes the form of discrimination in favor of the village 

child and against the farmer's child. The schools of less than 

average length are invariably those in the farming communi

ties. This mu~t be the case inevitably so long as under pres

ent laws, the amount of money available in any district or 

section of the town, is made to depend upon the number of 

children in such section and not upon their needs. 

The large wastes in school expenditures are of two sorts. 

First, there is large waste in the legally warranted but repre-
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hensible use of school nwneys for repair of school buildings. 

The original purpose of the law allowing a sum nut exceeding 

ten per cent of such funds to be used for repairs, was to 

obviate the necef:sity of district action for the raising of 

money hy a tax whenever it became needful to mend a window, 

or repair a door, or make any ot.her incidental repair8. But 

under that law the custom ha8 grown up of using the fu II ten 

per cent and sometimes more for extensive general repairs. 

·while the Jaw requires the school district to provide a suita

ble school-house at its own expen:-;e, under this ten per cent 

arrangement it, at the same time, allows it to shirk that 

burden and shoulder it in part upon tqwn and State. Last 

~·ear $72,643 of the school money w~1s thus used, a sum suffi

cient, if it had been devoted to legitimate use, to have added 

a week and three days to the average length of fi-ll the 

sehools. 

A second and quite as large a waste is found in the sup

port of unnecessary schools. Assuming that them are 600 
of these-and there are nearer 1000-that it cost per week 

for each one-half the average for all, an l that each was kept 

for the average length of all, there was thus wasted the sum 

of $75,276, a sum suffieient to increase the average length of 

all the others hy one week and four days. Such a waste is 

little short of criminal. But such waste will continue so long 

as the system under which it bas grown up, ~md which per

petuateH it, is in vogue ; for under that system-the district 

system-the stopping of thi5 waste would only benefit the 

few for whom these needless schools are maintained, antl the 

few for whose benefit the schools are into which these would 

be merged if abolished; an<l these few have themselves no 

power to abolish. The other schools in the town would in 

no way be affected thereby. He nee as the town at large only 

can abolish, and the town would nut be directly benefited by 
so doing, it is rarely done. 
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II. Causes ancl Garf:'. 

Such are the leading defects in our system nf common 

schools, as compared with any fair standard of what that 
system should be. These defects will continue so long as 
the causes of which they are the direct or indirect effects, 

continue operative. Remove the causes and the consequent 
defects are cured or readily curuble. But these causes have 

their mots in the organization of the system, in the laws 

which give form and direction to the management of the 

schools. Hence set in operation by law, or want of law, 

they must be removed by law. In legal enactments only can 
be found a radical cure for them. 

More spccificul ly, what are the causes and cure for the 

defects in 

1. Attendance-The chief causes of too small and too 

irregular attendance are parental indifference or parental 
greed, and poor, bnekward, uninteresting schools. The 

parent must send the child to school; the school must hold 
the chi Id when sent. If the parent fail in his duty, the 

school i~ powerless. If the t:1chool be dull and uninteresting, 
or not up to the child'::. needs in advancement, the child will 

be truant on every slightest temptation. 
To meet and counteract the parent's fa ii ure in duty, 

whether having its source in indifference or greed, there is 
need of a compulsory attendance law which shall he a, truant 
law as well, and which can be and will be enforced-which 
ha:-; teeth in it that will on occat::iion bite sharply. Our law 

-and we have one looking to this end-should be so 

amended as to define more sharply the parent's duty, to hold 
the town more strictly to the appointment of truant officers, 

and to enlarge the powers of those ofli~ers by making them 

real truant officers with properly restricted authority to arrest 

truants and take them to school. 
The existence of dull. uninteresting and backward schools, 

is due in nine cases in ten to the district system and its 
accompanying inefficient supervision. That system should 
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be aboli.:,hed, and supervision should be so reorganized as to 

make it responsible and effective. Let there be made these 

two reforms, and the poor, bmall, backward, ill-taught. 

schools will gradually but surely die. 

2. School length-The defects here-too short schools 

on the average, and too great inequality in length-are 
directly due to the practical operation::; of the district system. 

There i::; mo1wy enough expended annually, if wastes in 

expenditure be stopped, to give to all our schools an average 

annual length of thirty ·weeks. And those wnstcs would 

soon stop aftf'r tbe abolition of this system. Moreover, with 

its abolition school funds wou!J no longer be divided among 

the di::;triets iu such manner as to compel the inequality in 

length of schools now exi~ting, hut would stand as a common 

fund for the support of all for equal periods. 

3. As to teachers-The defects in this regard are also due 

chiefly to the district system, though in less degree to the 

faulty organization, laek of permanence, and consequent 
inefficiency of local supervision. With the sy~tern abolished, 
the neces::;ity for employing the cheapest of teacher:-;, and con

sequently inexperienced and untrained beginner::;;, for the small 

and poor schools, would largely cease. The employment of 
teachers passing to those who are to direct their work, thus 

muki ng them directly and solely responsible for the success of 

the schools, more rigid scrutiny into fitness could and would 

result, and successful tenche1·s would be longer retained in 

the same school. And if with abolition of the district system 

should he coupled provisions making supervision more perma

nent, by putting the general management of the schools into 

the hands of a hoard which coul<l not be entirely cbtrnged 

from year to year, the inevitable tendency and effect would 

be to employ the best teachers available for continuous ser

vice, thus weeding out the incompetent, reducing the number 

employed, and thereby adding in large measure to the 
efficiency of instruction. 
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4. As regards appliances-Here again the district system 

is the direct cause of existing defects. The district is respon

sible for the furnishing of all apparatus and aids to the general 

instruction of the school, other than text-books. To provide 

for these it must either assei:-s taxes or vote to use a portion 

of the school money apportioned to it. Both provisions are 

utterly impracticable in u large majority of the distriets, i:tnd, 

hence, the schools are without these aids, and suffer in effi

ciency thereby. 'With the system abolished, the town would 

become responsible fur the furnishing of these things, and 

the town could do, and would he more likely to do, wbat the 

district can not nucl will not do. 

5. As to number of schools-Here again, also, in the dis

trict system will be found the origin of existing defects, and 

only in its abolition can remedy for them he found. It must 

be made for the iutcrest of a majority of the town 'to wipe 

out the too many small and needless schools, in order to 

secure their a\)')lition. \Yith the system abolished it would 

be at once for everybody's advantage to save all unnecessary 

expenditures in order to incrC'ase the ln1gth and efficiency of 

the nettled schools. Indeed, so much would this be the case, 

that, in any law aholi~hing the 8ystem, it will be necessary 

to provide 8afrg11,trdt:. for the protection of such small schools 
as from location arc 1wce:-:sary. 

6. As to sclwol-lwu:,;es-To the district system must be 

attributed almost wholly the unsatisfactory condition of the 

many school-houses, especially in the rural districts. The 

conditions of wealth and population in these districts are 

such, that often the expen::-e of providing suitable houses 

would be so burdensome ns to render their erection and 

maintenance practically impossible. With the system abol

ished such expense Wc)uld rest equally upon the whole town, 

and thus he comparatively easy to he borne. One of the 

most notict>nble results of abolition in those of our towns 

which have abolished, is the improved condition of the school 

buildings. 



:24 CO:\DIOK SCHOOLS. 

7. As to local management-Abolition of the cfo;trict sys

tem would at once remove the cause of most of those defects 

in local school management which render that management 

irrespon~ihle, and, hence, not ('fficient for the best results. 

Couple with abolition, provi8ions for the entire management 

of the schools by a permanent hoard or committ<>e varying 

in number of members to allow all sections of small and 

large towns to be fairly represented; reqnire that hoard to 

act directly upon the schools them~elve8 thrnugh a responsi

ble visitor or supervisor elected by thP. board, h.iving certain 

specific duties to perform, :-rnd suitably paid for his services; 

let the board :;erve without pny so that membership on it 

shotdd not be sought for its profits, but be accepted as an 

honor, and because of deep interest in the well being of the 

schools, and the local management of our school system 

would liecome fully responsible and vastly more efficient for 

good than now. And so constituted and efficient, it would 

quickly assume a vastly higher place in pulilic estimation as 

an essential educational force. 

8. As to financial wastes and discriniinations-On this 

head little needs be said additional to that said under the 

corresponding head in the foregoing discussion of the defects 

of the system. To put the financial management of our 

schools on an economical, equitable, and business-like basis, 

the district system with itg wastes, inequities, and discrimi

naties must be succededl by something without these defects, 

and the local management must be made responsible, perma

nent, and efficient. 

III. Specific Legi:,lation Need,:d. 

To remedy the defects in the actual condition of our 

common school system in accordance with the foregoing sug

gestions, I recommend the enactment, 

1. Of a bill amending chapter 22 of the Public Laws of 

1~87, so that said chapter shall read as fol lows : 

SEC. 1. Every person having under his control a child between 
the ages of eight and fifteen years, shall annually cause such child 
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to attend, for at least sixteen weeks, some public sc1;ool, which 
time shall be divided, so far as the arrangement of school terms 
will allow, into two terms. each of eight consecutive weeks. which 
terms shall be the first terms of the school year; and for every 
neglect of such duty, the person offending shall forfeit a sum not 
exceeding twenty-five dollars, to the treasurer of the eity or town, 
for the use of the public schools in such city or town; provided, 

lwwrver, that any such child may be excused frum attending a 
public school as aforesaid by attending a private school for a like 
period of time, whose trustees or managPrs shall haYt-' submit· eel to 
the superintending school committee satisfactory evidence that the 
instruction in said school is equivalent in scope and character to 
that of the public school which said child may be required to attend; 
and provided further, that any child may be excused from such 
attendance upon school, whose physical condition i-, such as to 
prevent attendance, or application to study. 

SEC. 2. Children living remote from any public school in the 
town in which they reside may be allowed to attend the public 
schools in an adjoining town under such regulations and on such 
terms as the school committees of said towns agree upon and pre
scribe, and the school committee of the town in which such chil
dren reside shall pay the snm agreed upon out of the appropria

tions of money raised in said town for school purposes. 
SEC. 3. Cities and t JWns sh11ll annually elect three or more 

persons, to be designated truant officers, who shall inquire into all 
cases of neglect of the duty prescribt:d in section one and ascertain 
'the reasons therefor. and shall promptly report the same to the 
superintending school committee, and such truant officers, or any 
one of them, shall, when so directed by the school committee or 
supervisor in wri ing. prosecute in the name of the city or town, 
any person liable to the p nalty provided in said section; and said 

-officers shall have power, and it shall be their duty, when notified 
by any teacher, that any pupil is irregular in attendance, to arrest 
and take such pupil to school when found truant; and furth r it 
shall be the duty of such officers to enforce the provisions of sec
tions one hundred fourteen to one hundred sixteen, inclusive, of 

chapter eleven of the revised statutes. 
8Ec. 4. Every city or town neglecting to elect truant officers, 

shall be de barr, d from drawing State school money so long as such 
neglect continues ; and truant officers neglecting to prosecute when 
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directed as required by law, shall forfeit not less than ten nor
more than fifty dollars to the use of the public schools in the city 
or town neglecting as aforesaid, or to the use of the public schools. 
in the city or town where such truant officer resides. The munici
pal officers shall fix the compensation of the truant officers elected 
as prescribed in section three. 

SEC. 5. EYery boy between the ages of ten and fifteen years. 
who refuses to attend school as required in section one and who 
may be found wandering about the streets or public places of any 
city or town during the school hours of the school day, while the
school of which he is legally a scholar is in session, on complaint 
of the truant officers as proYided in section three, shall be com
mitted to the State Reform School; provided, however, that it shall 
be the duty of eyery truant officer previous to making complaint 
under this section, to notify the truant or absentee from school,. 
also the person having him under conlrol. of the offence committed 
and the penalty therefor, and if the truant officer can obtain satis
factory pledges that the child will c mform to section one of this 
act, he shall forbear to prosecute so long as such pledges are faith
fully kept. 

SEc. 6. Police or municipal courts and t1ial justices shall have 
jurisclidion of the offences described in section one. 

2. Of the bill, with some slight changes, reported to the 

Legislature of 18~1 l and defeated in that houy, reading as 

follows: 

AX ACT to Abolish School Districts and to provide for more 
Efficient Supervision of Public Schools. 
SEc. 1. The school districts in all towns in this state are hereby 

abolished. Provided, however, that school districts organized with 
special power.;; by act of the legislature, may retain such organiza
tion and special powers ; but said districts shall annually, on or 
before the first day of June, by their agents, trustees or directors,. 
submit to the school committees of their several towns estimates of 
the amount required for the maintenance of the schoo's therein,. 
other than free high schools, for the ensuing school year, and shall 
be entitled to such portion of the common school funds of the 
town as said committees shall determine, which sum shall not be
less than is necessary for the maintenance of their schools for a. 

period equal to that of the other schools of the town. 
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SEC. 2. Immediately after this act shall have become a law, 
towns shall take possession of all school-houses, lands, apparatus 
and other property owned and used by the school districts hereby 
abolished, which districts may lawfully sell and convey. The 
property so taken shall forthwith be appraised by the assessors of 
said towns, and at the first annual assessment thereafter a tax 
shall be levied upon the whole town, or such part thereof as is 
included within the districts abolished, equal to the whole of said 
appraisal, and there shall be remitted to the tax payers of each of 
said d:stricts the said appraised value of its property so taken. In 
case of districts comprising parts of two or more towns. the asses
sors of said towns shall jo:ntly appraise the school property 
belonging to said districts, and shall determine the part thereof 
belonging to ea1..'.h of the said towns. and each town shall remit to 
the tax payers in its part of such district the part so determined, 
in the same manner as in case of (listricts wholly within said town; 
except that cities or towns, which have or shall reimburse districts 
or parts of districts for their school property, shall receive for the 
use of such city or town, the money to which such districts or 
parts of districts shall be entitled under this act. 

SEc. 3. This act shall not abolish or change the location of any 
school legally established at the time of its passage; but any town 
at its annual meeting. or at a meet ng called for the purpose, may 
determine the number and location of its schools, and may discon

tinue them or change their location; but such discontinuance or 
charge of location shall be made only on the written recommenda
tion of the superintending school committee, and on conditions 
proper to preserve the just rights and privileges of the inhabitants 
for whose benefit such schools were established; provided, how
ever, that in case of any school having, as now established, or 
which shall hereafter have, to) few scholars for its profitable main
tenance, the superintending school committee may suspend the 
operation of such school for not more than one year, unless other
wise instructed by the town, and may provide for the scholars 
belonging thereto, in other schools, for which purpose they may, 
if in their judgment necessary, procure the conveyance of said 
scholars to such other schools and pay for the same from the school 
moneys of the town. 

SEC. 4. The corporate powers of every school district ~hall 
continue under this act so far as the same may be necessary for the 
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meeting of its liabilities ancl the enforcing of its rights; and any 
property held in ti ust by any school district by Yirtue of a gift, 
devise or bequest for the benefit of said district shall continue to 
be held and us, cl according to the terms thereof. 

~Ee. 5. Tlie school moneys of eYery town shall be so expended 
as to give as nenrly as practicable the same aggregate annual length 

of terms in all its schools, and every town shall make pro,·ision for 
the rnaintena, ce of all its schools for not less than twenty weeks 
annually. Any town failing to maintain its schools as provided in 
tllis section, shall be de barred from drawing its state school moneys, 
till it shall have macle suitable proYisions for so maintaining them 

thereafter. 
SEC. 6. Adjoining towns, upon the written ret ommendation of 

the school committee of said towns, may by concurrent action 
maintain union schools for the benefit of parts of said towns in 
what are now union school cl istricts, or may establish such scboo's, 
and shall contribute to their support each in proportion to the 
number of scl10lars in each of saicl towns attending such schools. 
Said schools shall be under the management of the school com
m;ttee of the town in which their school-houses are located. 

SEC 7. The inlrnbitants of any section of a town which fails or 
neglec' s to provide for the maintenance of free high schools, may 
organize a free high school precinct in the manner hereinafter pro
vided, wbich shall have all the rights conferred upon school districts 
in the provisions of law relating to free high schools; on petition 
of any five voters resident in said section, reciting the limits of the 
precinct proposed, the municipal officers of the town shall call a 

meeting of the voters within said limits by causing notices, specify
ing the time, place and purposes of said meeting, seven days before 
the time appointed, to be posterl in two or more conspicuous places 
within said limits. Said meeting shall choose a moderator and a 

clerk who shall be sworn, and shall, by a majority Yote of those 
present and vo1ing, determine wbethrr said precinct shall be 
organized. It shall choose an agent who shall be duly sworn, 
whose powers and duties shall be the same as those of districts 
agents as defined in the law relating to free high schools. Such 
precinct may rnntinue its organization from year to year by the 
holding of meetings callerl in the manner aforesaid. so long as the 
town shall neglect or refuse to support free high schools. 1Sections 
of adjoining towns may organize as herein provided and unite in 
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the support of such schools. But no more than two such precincts 
shall exist at the same time in any town. :Moneys voted by said 

. precincts shall be assessed and collected in the manner now pro
vided for assessment and collection of moneys voted by school 
districts 

SEC 8. The management of the schools and the custody and 
care of all school property in every town, shall devolve upon a 
superintending school commit ee consisting of three, five or seven 
members in each town, as the town may elect, who shall be chosen 
by ballot at the annual meeting of the town, and shall hold office 
for three years; provided, however, that in towns not having such 
committees when this act becomes a law, the committee then 
chosen, at their first meeting shall designate by lot a member or 
members to bold office for one. two and three year:5 respectively, 
in manner as follows: if consisting of three. one for one year, one 
for two years, and one for three years ; if consisting of five, one 
for one year, two for two years, and two for three years; if con
sisting of seven, two for one year, two for two years, and three 
for three years, and they shall certify such designation to the town 
clerk, to be by him recorded. Said committee shall have power to 
fill vacancies occurring during the interim between annual meet
ings, and shall annually elect one of its members supervisor of 
schools, who shall be, ex-officio, secretary of the committee, shall 
make th3 annual enumeration of scholar:-; required by law, and 
shall examine the schools and inquire into the regulations and dis
cipline thereof and the proficiency of the scholars, for which pur
po1,e be shall visit each school at least twice each term. He shall 
make all reports and returns relating to the schools of the town 
which are now or may be required by law to be made by superin
tending school committees, and perform such other duties as said 
committee shall direct. Provided, further, that in case the town 
so authorize, in lieu of the supervisor herein provided for, a super
intendent may be elected who may or may not be a member of the 
committee. Said comrp.ittee shall serve without pay, but the 
sup'ervisor, or superintendent by them elected, shall receive for his 
services such sum as the town shall annually vote therefor, which 
sum shall in no case be less than two dollars per day for every day 
of actual service. 

SEc. 9. All laws and parts of laws inconsistent herewith, except 
private and special laws authorizing towns, cities and incorporated 
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<listricts to choose school committees other than those herein pro
vided for, are hereby repealed. 

SEc 10 This act shall take effect on the first day of .March, 

eighteen hundred and ninetJ -four. 

I am fully convinced from careful study of its operations, 

or lack of operation rather, that our compulsory attend.mce 

law will continue to he as it has been and is, practically 

inoperative till amended to some such form as propo::iecl in 

the first of the foregoing bill:::;. I am us fully convinced from 

an equally eHl'efol study of all the conditions concerned, and 

from know ledge of the practieal re:-;u I ts wherever trial has 

been had, that the prnvisions of tbe second hill will prove a 

cure, immediate or prospective, of the many ::;eriuu:-; defects 

in our system; aud that till those prnvisions take the form 

and force of legal enactment, 110 cure fur those defects can 

be hoped for. 

FREf: HIGH SCHOOLS. 
In their usual place and form in the appendix, will be 

found the detailed statistics showing the condition of this 

department of our system of public 'schools. The statistics 

there tabulated show how widely these Free High schools 

have become extended over the State, and how, under the 

wisely ordered and flexible provisions of law by which they 

may be established, they adapt themselves to varying local 

conditions. 

Their condition as a whole, both actual and as compared 

with that of th~ preceding year, is shown in the following 

('.OMPARATIYE ST.\TE:.\IEXTS. 

I. Number and Lene.th. 

Number of towns in whic:h supported ..... . 
Increase .......... . 

Number in which towns supported ...... . 
Number in which districts supported ..... . 
Aggregate number of weeks .. 

Increase . . . . . . . . . . . . 375 

18\11-\1:!. 

228 

181 
47 

5,781 

J 8\JC-91. 

228 

181 
47 

5,406 
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II. Attendance. 

·Number of pupils registered .•........ 
Increase . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 

Average attendance. . ................. . 
Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 727 

Number of common school teachers at-
tending ..... 

Increase 51 

III. Scope of Instruction. 

Number of pupils, in reading classes ... 
Decrease . . . . . . . 7 45 

Number in arithmetic . . . ...... . 
Decrease . . . . . . . . . . 9 7 6 

Number in English grammar .. 
Decrease . . . . . . . 9 9 2 

Number in geography... . ............ . 
Decrease . . . . . . 976 

Number in United States history ... 
Decrease . . . . . . . . . . 651 

Number in natural seiences ..... . 
l ncrease 3 21 

Number in higher mathematics .......... . 
Increase 723 

Number in book-keeping. . . . . . . . . . . .... 
Decrease 

:K umber in ancient languages. 
Increase 

Number in modern languages 
lncrease . . . . ... 

131 

233 

61 

IV. Fiscal. 

18\ll-92. 

15,884° 

9, 109 

1,027 

9,109 

8,774 

G.736 

5,231 

2,807 

4:,251 

5,710 

2,301 

3,538 

1,359 

31 

1890-91. 

15,739 

12,836 

976 

9,954 

9,7.50 

7,718 

5,568 

3,458 

3,930 

4,987 

2,432 

3,305 

1,298 

1Vhole amount expended. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $164,342 $147,575 

Increase... . . . . . . . $16,767 
Amount paid by towns and districts.. . 124, 111 108,054 

Increase. . . . . . . . . . . . . 16, 05 7 
Amount paid from State treasury. 40,231 39,521 

Increase . . . . . . . . . . . . 710 
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ANALYSIS OF S'l\\'l'ISTICS. 

1. As to number and length of schools-It will he observed 

that there was no change in the number of towns in which 

these :-chools were supported, nor in the method of support 
as between those establi::,hed by town action, and those estab

lished by district action. For the first time since their re-es

tablishment in 1880 alter suspension for a year, do these 

conditions appear. Hitherto each year has been marked by 

large increase in the number of schools supported, and that. 

increase has been very generally of those supported by town 

action. 
The condition sh;)Wn can hardly have resulted from any 

diminution in public appreciation of the value of these 

school:-;. It is rather to be taken as indicating that tlH~ir vol

untary maintenance under present local conditions, has nearly 

or quite reached its maximum. Their relations to the com
mon schools, however, are of such chamcter, that sbotdd the 

district system of managing those schools be abolished, the 
consequent improvement in them would result in the ultimate 

establishing of these in many towns in which they do not now 

exist. For it is a noticeable fact and not a mere coincidence, 

that with few exceptions these sclwols have been established 
in those towns which have abolished that system and subse

quent to such abolition .. 
·while there was no change in the number of schools sup

portc<l, there was, however, a quite marked increase of 3 7 5 
weeks in their aggregate length. Such increase is equivalent 

to what would have been the result of the maintenance of 

eighteen new schoolA for two terms ench. 

2. As to attendance--There is shown a small increase in 

the number of pupils registered with :t noticeably large 

decrease in average attendance. This latter condition is in 

line with that noticed in the common schools, and is doubt
less due to the same exceptional cause there a5signecl. 

3. As to scope of instruction-The statistics show that 

the grude of work done was greatly in advance of that of the 
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preceding year. The general large decrease in the number 
of pupils pursuing those studies which are a part of the com
mon school courses, and increase in those pursuing the purely 
academical branches, is quite the opposite of the condition 
cb:1racterizing the schools of the preceding year. The cause 
then assigned for that opposite condition-failure in a meas
ure to furnish free books in the academical studies-probably 
ceased to be operative. This assumption is in line with 
what is shown in the statistics of expenditures for free books 
for the year; the very considerable amount expended would 
be thus partly explained. 

The condition shown is as it should be. Pupils when of 
suitable age and properly q uali fled otherwise, should be 
encouraged to take up the study of these more advanced and 
very valuahle branches, because of their special potency in 
developing and disciplining the higher mental faculties. 
Only then will the high school and the common school come 
into proper relations to each other, each doing to the far
thest practicable extent its own separate and peculiar work. 

4. As to cost-The increase in the aggregate number of 
weeks of all these schools, would naturally lead to a corre
sponding increase in co8t. But the increase in cost shown is 
more than can be thus accounted fnr, by about $6,400. Evi
dently. therefore, the more advanced work done made neces
sary the employment of better qualified teachers at larger 
wages, the aggregate increase in which must be taken to 
account for this additional increase in cost. 

3 
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NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

No public school system io efficient unless its teachers 

possess some knowledge of educational principles, and ability 

to apply those principles in the practical work of the school. 

In proportion as the number employed possessing thi-, knowl

edge and ability increases or decreases, the efficiency of the 

system increases or decreases. This fact is every year 

becoming more and more generally recognized. And with 

the recognitiou of this fact is that of another-that somehow 

the system must make specific provision for imparting this 

knowledge, and training to this ability, as preparatory to 

entering upon the actual work of teaching. The child miud 

is too precious and delicate a thing to be intrusted to the 

ignorant, unguided, hap-hazard experi men ting of those just 

learning the rudiments of their trade. Hence the Normal 

school, devoting its energies directly and solely tu prepara
tion for teaching, by its instruction, in it1-, organization, aud 
through systenrntic and carefully dire~ted practice work in 

model training seboolt, composed of the ~ame material and 

doing the same work as the public scho()ls, has come every

where to be an essential part of eve1y efficient system of 

public instrnction. 
To do this work of preparation tor teaching in the 1,chools 

of the State at large, we have three of these special schools. 

For preparing teachers for the schools nmong the French 

speaking inhabitants along our northern border, we have a 

fourth. Greatly inadequate as this number is to meet the 

real demands, they are doing nnd have done a work whose 

influence for good is yenrly wideuing and increasing. That 

there shall be any immediate addition to the present number 

of these is not to be expected. Bnt the State may well see 

to it that their capaciity and facilities for doing wider and 

better work year by year, shall he properly and generously 

provided for. 
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The year's history of these schools has been marked hy 

incrense in efficiency. This larger efficiency has been not 

only in work done by teachers and pupils, but by reason of 

increa5ed attendance as shown by the following 

COMPARATI\"E SGl\UL\RY. 

I 

t t. I ;... !::£ ;...'.3 ' ;:: ;:: LARGEST ATTEXI>AKCR. 

Year e1Hling. I ~] 1 ~ ~~] II SCHOOL. 

r~ f, ~~ tr.. ~ ~-j I 
___________ ~,__:____~· _-~ --~-~-~--X-~1~1 her. _I ___ 'l'er:~-

Farmington ........ ,June !l, 18D2 .. 1

1 

107 

Castine ............. ,June 2, 18H2.. Hl 

41 1,)1 174 Spring. 

!l8 Winter. 

Gorham ............. June 22, lS!l:.! .. I GO 

I 11-:-
Totttls ........... : ................ 2-i7 I \18 I 

I . , 

102 "·inter. 

;r;4 

Farmington ........ :,Tune 11, ism.. !lO 28. 107 l:.!O Spring. 

Castine .............. :,June 4, 18!ll.. li4 

Gorham ............. ',Tune 17, 18m.. sn 1"pl'it1g. 

~.-, lOfi Spring. 

lUi 1:l4 

Totals ......... . 3(i0 

For more detailed and E,pecific information relating to these 

schools and to Madawaska Training School, attention is 

directed to the following 

REPORTS OF PRINCIPALS. 

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, I 
FARi\llNGTON, }IE., June 9, 1892. ~ 

To the Trustees of the State No1·mal Schools: 

GENTLEMEN :-I have the honor to submit my ninth annual 

report for the Farmington State Normal Sehool. 

The attendance for the year has been as follows: 

Fall term ............... -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123 
"\\Tinter term ..................................... 157 
Spring terrn... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 4 

Total uttendance ........• , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 454 
Number of different pupils ........................ 235 
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Number of pupils beginning the course ............... 107 

" graduates, regular cour::;e.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 
" '' ndvanced course.................. 2 

The teachers for the year have been George C. Purington, 

A. M., principal; assistants, Dennis M. Cole, A. M., vVil

bert U. Mallett, A. B., Lillian I. Lincoln, Lutie F. Luques, 

Harriet P. Young, Ardelle M. Tozier, and Ella J. Long

fellow, principal of the Primary Training School. 

Miss Merrill, for several yeard the first lady assistant, has 

spent the year 111 Europe perfecting herself in French and 

German, and Miss Swift, for four years the principal of the 

training scbool, bas been studying psychology and metbods

i n New York. The school hns missed them very much dur
ing the year past, and we trnst that they will be with us agai 11 

the coming year. Their places have been ably filled hy Mr. 
W. G. Mallett and Miss Ella ,T. Longfellow. Miss Luques 

who resigned to care for home friend~ returned to us in the 

fall. 
The work of the year has been pleasant and harmonious .. 

Measles somewhat interfered with it in the spring term, but 

on the whole it has been very E-atisfactory. 

I renew my recommendation of the past three years that an 
additional :\ilodel School he establi1,hed. We need to give
our graduates more pl'actical work in teaching. vYe cannot 

do it now as the present Model School is overworked. 

We hope thut the legislature to meet this winter will make 

a generous appropriation for a new building. Our present 

accommodations are inadequate and far behind the demand:; 

of the times. In the equipment of its Normal Schools Mnine 

is fur hehi nd other states. 

I recommend the following persons for graduation from 

the regular two years' course: Katherine E. Abbott, Chas. 

S. Bither, Ernest C. Butler, Maggie B. Cashman, Andrew J. 

Churchill, Cora B. Cothren, Emma F. Creighton, Nina A. 

Duley, Wm. I-I. S. Ellingwood, Mary B. Elwell, Josie M. 

Farrington, Kate Felker, Bm,sie .M. Fletcher, Mabel G. 

Folsom, Ada E. Gerrish, Maud E. Goddard, 1\1. Emma 
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Gorden, Carrie M. Gordon, Clara P. Haley, Blanche Hey
wood, Eva R. Hills, S. Agnes Holmes, Sadie M. Locke, 
Daniel A. Maloney, Hattie IL :Moore, Annie L. Nickerson, 
E. Gertrude P~nney, Alice B. Pratt, Susie L. Pratt, Caro
line Reed, Alice E. Roach, Clemmie M. Robbins, Daisy M. 
Smith, lf.iaac A. Smith, Jennie M. Stetson, Margaret R. 
Wilson, Emma P. Winter, Amy C. Wood, Hattie F. Wood
ward, Caro E. Wyman, Persis B. Young. 

From .the advanced course: Grace S. Cowan and Sadie 
M. Locke. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

GEORGE C. PURINGTON. 
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STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, { 

CASTINE, MAINE, June 2, 1892. 5 
To the Trustees of the .State Normal Schools : 

GENTLEMEN :-I respectfully suhmit the following /eport 
of this school for the year ending June 2, 1892: 

ATTENDANCE. 

Number of pupils entering during the school year, 80. 

Number graduating, 22·. All of these except four have had 

experience in teaching. 

Attendance by terms.: 

Fall term, 79; winter term, 98; spring term, 89; total, 

266. 

LIBRARY AND APPARATUS. 

A few books have been added to the general library, and 
many of the old hooks in the text-hook library have been 
replaced by new ones. v\r e tliink it would be a great advan
tnge to this school if free text-books could be furnished 
pupils. We need more and better apparatus. 

TEACHERS. 

The teachers for the past year h:we been Albert F. Rich
ardson, principal; assistants, Mary E. Hughes,. Edward E. 

Philbrook, Nellie F. Harvey, Winnie Austin, Helen Coombs 

in the normal school; Mabel F. Simmons in the model 

school. The assistant teachers have been greatly interested 
in the school, and I am glad to be able to speak in hearty 

commendation of the eftieient work of each. 

NEEDS. 

We need new blackboards, new curtains for the hall, and 
as a nrntter of' economy the building should be painted. 
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THE YEAR'S WORK. 

The attendance has been eleven larger than last year, and 
the number entering sixteen more. ' .. rhe pupils have been 
quiet and studious, and ready to obey all rules and regula
tions of the school. Perfect harmony has existed between 
teachers and pupils. There has been a larger demand for 
teachers, both for summer and winter schools, than we have 
been able to supply. 

GRADUATION. 

I recommend that State diplomas be granted the following 
students, thf'y hnving finished the course in a satisfactory 
manner: Lucy A. Crawford, Fanny M, Gushee, F. Ernest 
Harvey, Dora S. Henning:-;, Lulu Hunt, Alonzo J. Knowl
ton, Frank K. Lane, Carrie E. Leadhetter, Victory Milliken, 
Carrie P. Perkins, Loi·en 0. Teel, Kate A. Gardner, Evelyn 
Hamblen, Eloise M. Harvey, Granville E. Hoffses, Minnie 
M. Jones, Amy E. Lane, Grace D. Leach) fhttie, K. 
Marden, Prudence Perkins, Hattie A. M. Turner, Amy C. 

Witherle. 
Respectfully yours, 

ALBERT F. RICHARDSON. 
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STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, { 

• GORHAM, :\IAINE, June 21, 1892. 5 
]JJ.essrs. of the Bom·d of Trustees: 

The year just closing has been one of general good work. 
Our numbers have not been quite so lar~e as those of the 
highest term of the preceding year but maintaining a very 
good aver~ge attendance. 
Number admitted................................. 60 
Number graduated .................... _............ 35 
The highest number present at any one quarter ........ 102 
The average number for the year.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97 

The same teachers have been employed in the normal 
department as last year, save that Mr. Chas. B. Wilson has 
been in the place of Mr. Estabrooke. I recommend the 
election of l\fr. Wil~on to the place for another year with an 

addition to his salary of one hundred dollars for the year. 
The change in the arrangement of the model school has 

worked satisfactorily. Miss Ida M. Taylor was employed 
in the lower grammar gr.ide for the first quarter, leaving at 
the end of that quarter. Miss Ella F. Johnson was then 
employed. Her work has been satisfactory and progressive. 
I recommend her election at a salary of four hundred and 
seventy-five dol1ars a year. 

Miss Cloudman, employed by the joint board who have 

that school in control, has had charge of the primary to the 
satisfaction of all. The efficiency of the normal school has 
been vastly in~reased by this opportunity of practice teaching. 
The same course of study as in previous years has been fol
lowed. The arrangement of the course has been slightly 
changed by putting English grammar latP.r in the course. 

Text-hooks are the same as last Jear and are as good as 
any probably. 

The teachers have been earnest in work and have taught. 
generally to the sntisfaction of the principal. 
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The work in calisthenics has been extended during this 

year, and I suggest that twenty-five dollars be appropriated 

for the next year for the purdrnse of some aupa!'atus very 

greatly needed to beyond what we are able to bny with the 

funds ut our control. 

The legislature has made elementary science obligatory on 

the teachers in the State. To do the work needed rt·quires 

some special books, for which we need twenty-fl ve dollars. 

We need new black board:5 in some of the rooms, in fact 

must have them. I suggest that so far us the elrnnge i8 made, 

slate be put in instead of any substitute. 

I a::-k very earnestly that the formation of new classes be 

allowed every quarter if a sufficient number of pupils to 

form a class deHire to come. The enforcement of a rule that 

scholars should be admitted only twice a year does certainly 

keep some pupils out of the school who would otherwise 

~nter it and causes some to foll out who would otherwise 

complete the course. 

The following named per~on~, by consent ot the inspectory 

committee, were graduated at the end of the second quarter 

-of the school year, viz: Mary E. Allen, Mary F. Caswell, 

Alice J. Coffin, Clarinda Harriman, Hattie Hilton, Grace M. 
Lowell, Fannie E. Milliken, I<la M. Mitchell, Marguerite 

Pride, Ida A. Ricker, Su~ie E. Sterne, Mabel E. Waite, Mwy 

M. Wood. 

I recommend that the following named per8ons receive the 

diplomas of the sehool: Mayhem E. Brown, Laura Byrne, 

Bertha L. Cannell, Ella R. Carsley, Sadie J. Cobb, Mabel 

F. Drown, Annie B. Edwards, Louisa A. Goodell, Mabel C. 

Gordon, Winnifred C. Gowen, Bula L. Hall, Laura M. 

Hicks, Marion L. Horr, Hattie M. Kelsey, Io 1a E. Lane, 

Eva G. Leavitt, Lilliun E. Lowell, Emma L. Mann, Ella M. 
l\Ielcher, Lena M. Miller, Bertha L. Milliken, Inez M. Rowe, 

l\Iubel G. Trickey, Susan G. Way. 

Very respectfnl ly, 
W. J. CORTHELL. 
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MADAWA~KA TRAINIJ\'G SCHOOL,. i 
FoRTKENT, Me., May 1, 1892. S 

To the Hon01·able 'lhu:tees of the Normal Schools: 

GENTLEMEN :-The following report of the Madawaska 
Training School for the year 18~1-92 is respectfully sub
mitted. 

The year began with an attendance of thirty and increased 
to fifty-seven before the close of the first term. 

The whole attendance during the year was sixty-four,. 
thirty-nine ladieii and twenty-four young men. 

The usual good attendance and devotion to study were 
maintained. 

A class numbering six was graduated at the close of the 
year, receiving diplomas from the hand of the State superin
tendent. 

The attendance of boys is increa:-;ing every year, but from, 
neces::;ity or a desire to earn money, few young men com
plete the course and are graduated. Among the fifty-five 
graduates, eleven only are young men. This differeuce is 
largely due to circumstances and the lack of remunerative 
opportunities in this locality for educated young men. The 
leading occupation being lumbering, the boys follow the 
impulse and remain in school only until they are sufficiently 
large and strong to work in the woods. This regretted evil 
will no doubt remedy itself in time-when our school system 
is carried on under more favorable conditions-when winter
schools can be maintained, young men to teach in them will 
be necessary, and the desire on their part for a better educa
tion will be increased accordingly. 

The new boarding house could not be used. This was a 
great drawback on the attendance, for it is very difficult now 
to obtain lodgings in the vicinity of the school. In one lodg
ing house, fit only for about nine or ten persons, there were 
crowded twenty scholars-besides a family ,-each doing scp-
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arate cooking on one small cooking stove. It was not an 
uncommon occurrence for some of them to return to school 
for the afternoon session without any dinner. 

It is hoped that the amount 0f money so necessary to ren
der the building fit for occupancy, will he appropriated by 
the next legislature. Then with a school-room having a 
seating capacity for one hundred pupils should the proposed 

amendment to the constitution become a law, the poor young 
men of this section will be unable to cast reflections on the 
State, if they should be refused the privilege of voting because 
of their lack of educational qualifications. 

Very respectfully yours, 
VETAL CYR. 
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FISCAL. 

The resources and expenditun's for the year have been 

only of the regular character. They are concisely and speci

fically shown in the following 

FJ::,;CAL sc,DL\_lff. 

UES(>CI:CE~. 

Annual appropriation, Normal Schools .......... $24,000 00 
" " Training School .. . .. . . . . . . 1,300 00 

$25,300 00 
EXI'ENI>DTHE~. 

Sahiries, Normal Schools ..................... $20,491 07 

" Training School..................... l.000 00 
Fuel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 114 88 

Repairs..... .. .. . . . . .. .. .. .. . . . .. .. .. . . .. . 1,295 38 

Diplomas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 00 

Text-Books, appliances, etc.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,046 67 

$25,300 00 

SPECIAL NEEDS. 

A meeting of the board of trustees having in charge the 
interests of these i:;chools, wi 11 be held soon after the assem

bling of the legislature, to consider the special needs of each 

so far as those ueeds will call for special appropriations. 

Those needs can, therefore, at this time, be only indicated in 
general terms. When definitely formulated, they will be 

presented to the legislature in the form of resolves. In 

general terms they are as follows : 

1. At Farmington the general assemhly nnd study room 

is not only too small to accnmmo<late preRent and prospec

tive largely increased attendance, hut its lack of present or 

practicahle means of ventilation is a very serious defect, 

materially affecting the work of the school. Moreover, the 

steam heating uppuratus has now been so long in constant 
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use, that it should very Roon be replaced by new either in 
whole or in part. Herein are needs that must soon he met 
if the school is to be kept in its present flourishing condition. 
To meet them and to provide· for its further prospective 

growth, the old main building should be replaced hy an 
entirely new, large, modern structure, and the whole should 
he provided with the latest and most efficient ventilating 

apparatus. The entire cost would probably he $30,000 at 

least. Any attempt to meet these needs by any other course 

would be a mere temporary mnke-shift, and in the long run 

a waste of money. 

2. At Castine there is immefliate and very pressing need 
of a proper system of water-dosets and of efficient ~ewerage. 

The present condition in thi:::; regttrd could hardly be ,vorse, 

and is a disgrace to the State. The need is one that ::-huuld 

have been long since met by the making of a sufficient appro

priation. Less than $2,000 would be sufficient for doing the 

needed work, and provision should be made for it at the 

coming session of the legi:;lature by the appropriation of a 

sufficient sum. 

3. At Gorham there is need of more recitation rooms, 
and of enhu·ged rooms for the model schools, whose pre8ent 
accommodations are very inadequate. The needs here could 
be readily met by an addition to the rear of the present 
building, at comparatively small expense. Probably such 
addition as would give all needed increase of accommodation:;, 
could be built for $10,000 to $12 ,000. 

4. At Fort Kent the hoarding house erected in 1891 for 
the benefit of the Training School, needs painting inside, and 

to be plainly furnished, in order that it may be made availa

ble. There is pressing need of this as will be seen froni the 

statements made in the report of the Principal of the school. 

The school building also needs enlarging to meet the excep
tional increase in the number of students applying for a~mis
sion. Built to accommodate sixty pupils, there are now 

crowded into it seventy-two. It has been found necessary to 
turn away some of the younger pupils to make room for older 
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ones, and to refuse admission to others. Had it been possi

ble to keep and receive all desiring to attend, the attendance 

would have been about one hundred. The State cannot nfford 

to long ignore the demands made upon the school for larger 

accommodations. 

The coming legislature will he asked to make an appropria

tion large enough to pai ut :md furnish the boarding house and 

to erect a new school building. It is proposed, if snch appro

priation shall be made, to erect a building lurge enough to 

accomn10clate 01w hundr<'d an<l twenty pupils, and to attach 

the present building to it at- a wing utilizing it for recitation 

rooms, library room, and model school room. An appro

priation of $8,000 should lie made to carry out these plans. 

There will then he needed, moreover, an increase in the regular 

annual :ippropriation for the support of the school to meet 

the necessarily increaoed expense of its maintenance. The 

present appropriation of $1,300 should be increased to $1,800. 

EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS. 

Nothing more definitely measures the earnestness, zeal, and 

progressive spirit of the teachere of a state than their own 

voluntary efforts to improve themselves, and, hence, the 

schools under their charge. These efforts have their outcome 

usually in voluntai·y associuti()n in the state, county, and 

town organizations established and maintained by them for 

mutual help, through. discussion of the practical questions 

which they are constantly called upon to solve in actual work. 

The general extension of these organizations, the number of 

teachers eni·olled in their membership and attending their 

meetings, and the character of the work done in those meet

ings, form a very definite Htandard by which to judge the 

spirit:and charucter of the teaching force of state, county, 

und town. J ndged by that standard our teachers are not far 

behind those of our sister states of New England at least. 
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We have in Maine all three forms which these organizations 

assume-state, county and town. The extent to which town 

organizations exist, cannot be definitely stated from any 

available data. That they do exist in most of our cities, and 
t:;ome of our larger towns, and do very important and valua
ble work for the schools, is known in a general way. In 
most of our rural towns, however, the conditions requisite to 
their maintenance are wanting. Where the teaching force 
and supervision both lack permanence, the maintenance of 
such organizations is impracticable. Only when the reforms 

suggested in another part of this report-abolition of the 

district system, and the reorganization of local supervision 

upon a more permanent and efficient plan-shall have been 
effected, can any general diffusion of these town organiza
tions be expected. Of ou1· State and county organizations 
more definite information can be given. The former exists 

as a chartered institution under legislative uction, and the 
latter are maintained at the State's expense, and in a measure 
under State supervision and control. They are 

I. TIIE ST.\TE PED.\GOGIC.\L SOCIETY. 

This society holds annual sessions. It is at the date of 
this report in session nt Lewiston with an attendance of 
between 600 and 800 of our most earnest and progressive 

teachers. The scope of its work is indicated by the published 
programme which is ns follows: 

PROG RAl\11\IE. 

Tnemn>.l Y EYEXIXG, DECE-:\IBER 2H xr i O'CLOC1,, 

AT OAK SrREET SCHOOL HALL. 

Address of "\Velcome, Wm. H. Newell, Mayor of Lewiston. 
Books Which Our Si..:hool Boys and Girls are Reading, 

Daniel E. Owen, Thornton Academy, Saco. 

Importance of the Grammar Grade, 
John W. Mitchell, Piincipal Grammar School, Rockland. 

Discussion, 
John R. Dunton, Principal Grammar School, Lewiston. 
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Freshman Fit, 

Diseussion, 

CO:\DION SCHOOLS. 

Prof. F. C. Robinson! Brunswick. 
( ,John F. Moody, Principal High School, Auburn, 
I H. K. White, Principal High S-.:hool, Bangor. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30, AT 9 A. l\I. 

P~ychology, and Ethics in Secondary Schools, 
B. L. Whitman, President Colby University. 

Discussion, 
W. J. Corthell, Principal State Normal School, Gorham. 

Manual Train in~, 
Charles F. Warner, Manual Training School, Cambridge, l\1ass. 

The Teaching of English, 
.Miss Mildre:d B. Fairfield, Training School, Lewiston. 

Discmsion, S1·pt. 0. 1\1. Lr)fd, Portland. 

Importance of Placing Good Books in the Handa of Pupils, 
George B. Files, Principal LPwiston High 8chool. 

Discussion, P10f. George C. Chase, B:.ttes College, Lewiston. 

AFTERNOON AT 2 P. M. 

The Topical l\Iethod of Teacbin~, 
Wm DeW. Hyde, Pnsident Bowdoin College. 

Courses in Literature for Primary and Grammar Schools, 
Supt. J. E. Burke, WatPrville. 

Discussion, Prof. H. M. Estabrooke, Orono. 
Phonetic Teaching of the Alphabet. 
Dr. J. H. Hanson, Principal C0hurn Classical Institute, Waterville. 
Drawing in Common 8ehouls, 
Henry T. Bailey, 8ta1e Supervisor of Drawing, No. Scituate, Mass. 
Discmsion, 

Rev. B. P. Snow, Principal No. Yarmouth Academy, Yarmouth. 

EVENING, AT 7.30 P. M. 

Lecture: "Lines of Advance," 
Chas. C. Rounds, Principal State Normal School, Plymouth, N. H. 
The Abolition of the District System-Report of the Council, 
George C. Purington, Principal State Normal School, Farmington. 
A State Board of Education, Members of the Council. 
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SATURDAY, DECE1\1BER1 31, AT 9 A. l\I. 

Use of T()hacco Among School Boys, 

E. 1\1. Smith, President :Maine Weslf'yan Seminary and Ftcmale 
College, Kl'nt's Hill. 

Ph:ysical Traioing, ( with clac;s exercises by children from Lewiston 

schools.) 

l\liss JosepLioe P. Gilbert, Teacher of Physical Training, Lewis-

ton. 
Discussion, 

F. N. Whittier, Director of Sargent Gymnasium, B1 unswick. 
The Teaching ot Agriculture in the School~, 

Pwf. ,v alter B:1lentine, Orono. 

Business. 

It il".l hoped that the more valuahl.e of the papers presented 

may he ol,tained for publication in the appendix to this report. 

Ent the important work of thil".l society is not all done at 
it8 annual meetings. Its General Committee of Instruction 

with its sub-committees composed of speciali8ts to consider 

the proper scope and metnods of instruction in the various 

subjects taught, and to formulate their conclusions in brief 

pointed reports which shall be authoritative in character, 

holds sessions outside of the general meeting of the society. 
Its Council composed of some of the most progressive, ener

getic and influential educators in the State, organized ut the 

last annual meeting, is to consider the condition and needs of 

the public schools, and to represent the society in its efforts 
to secure sueh legislation as may seem necessary to their 

improvement. That council has already done much work 

during the year, and will doubtless make itself felt in the 

coming legislature. 

Another important line of work was inaugurated at the 

la~t annual meeting. A special committee on a course of pro
fessiorrnl reading for teachern was organized. That com

mittee early took the matter assigned to it in charge, and as 

the result of its work distributed among our teachers as 

widely as they were able the following circular, here repro

duced to give it still wider circulation • 

.( 
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l\1AINE PEDAGOGICAL SOCIETY. 

COURSE OF PROFESSIONAL READING- FOR TEACHERS--1 r;;92, 

The Pedeg, gical Society, under recommendation of the General 

Committee on Instruction, and pursuant to the vote at the ann\rnl 
meeting, herewith places before the teachers of l\1aiue a course of 
profession::il reading for the current year. 

COURSE. 

Believing that the first year's course should be comparatiYely 
brief, the following volumes, each of first rank in its department, 

have been selected: 
1. I-lowland's Hints for Teachers Price to members, 
2. Quick's Educational Reformers. ,. " 
3. Fitch's Lectures on Teaching. ,. " 

PurwnAsE OF BooKs. 

$0 90 
1 35 
1 12 

The books for the course can be had of Messrs. D Appleton & 

Co., 1, 3, & 5 Hond ~treet, New York., who will forward them by 
mail, post-paid, on receipt of the special prices appenclecl. 

REGbTRATION AND UETCRNS. 

The name and post-ofnce address of each reader should be sent 
in promptly; and the committee would draw attention to the 
advantage to be derived from full returns cf the work done. 

EXA::\IIKATION PAPERS. 

Not later than October 10th, questions ccvering the contents of 
each volume will be sent to those pursuing the course, these papers 
to be filled up and returned not later than December 10th. 

THE Socrnn:-'s CERTIFICATE. 
To those who complete the course and fill and return the exam

ination papers, a eertifieate to that effect will be given by the 
society. 

Those completing three annual courses will receive the society's 
diploma. 

ELIGIBILITY, 

All teachers. without respect to membership in the Pedagogical 
Soc;ety, and any persorn~ intending to teach, may become enrolled 
readers and receive the society's certificate. 
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Tbe special committee, voicing the emphatic view of the society 
as well as their own earnest conYiction, would appeal to school 
boards, supervisors, and to the teachers of the ~tate in general, to 
practically encourage and promote this forward movement, as one 
sure to prove in every way an advantage to individual teachers, 
and equally sure to elevate and strengthen our profession. 

GEORGE C. PURINGTON, Farmington, ) Cornmiltee on 
B. P. SNOW, Yarmouth, r Professional 
0. M. LORD, Portland, ) Reading. 

NOTE.-The Committee reqnests that all correspondence and returns 
he addressed to B. P. Snow, Principal, No. Yarmouth Academy, Yar
mouth, llle., ,vho will cheerfully ans,:.;er a11 inquiries. 

It io to be hoped thut onr teacberB will quite generally 
avail themselves of the opportunity here offered. The course 
is wisely arranged for the first year, and the names of the 
committee nre guaranty that the courses to follow will 
possess equal merit. 

II. COGNTY EDUCATION AL ASSOCIATIONS. 

'fbere are nineteen of theoe org:rnjzations now active in our 
sixteen counties. Two of them failed to bold meetings dur

ing the year. The other seventeen held twenty-one meetings, 

four of them holding each two meetings-a spring and fall. 

The general programme for the year, formiug the basis of 
local progri1mmes, and thus securing n measure of uniformity 
in work while at the same time allowing local needs to be con
sidered, was as follows : 

General Program me and Syl I a bus of Subjects. 

FOR . MEETINGS OF 

COUNTY EDUCATIONAL A~SOCIATIONS-1892-93. 

I. OPENING QoERIEs-Genernl discussion of :-(1) 
we do to make our next term's work better than the last? 
how many studies at one time should pupils be confined? 

What can 
(2) To 
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II. TEACHING EXERCISES IN READING, ARITHl\IETIC, LANGUAGE 

AND GEOGRAPHY :--(1) Classes chosen from members, or from 

pupils in town; (2) Brief statement, oral or written, of purposes of 

the exercise; ( 3) Exercise given ; ( 4) General iliscmsion and crit

icisms of t be exercise. 

III. SCHOOL TACTICS:-( 1) Calling and dismissing classes; (2) 

Giving recesses; ( 3) Helping pupils; ( 4) Dismi:-sing school. 

IV. THE DuLL PUPIL:-( 1) What can we do for him? (2) 
What can we lead him to do for himself? 

.V .. TOPICS FOR EssAYS:-(1) Temperance instruction; (2) 

Oral lessons in mixed schools; (3) Thorough teaching. 

VI. STATE EnucATIO:~AL ExHrnrT AT CoLUMB£AN EXPOSITION:

( 1) Extent of; (2) Charactu of; (3) Preparation of. 

VII. ExmmT oF ScHooL vVoRK AND ArPLIANcEs :-( 1) Of 
Pupils-maps, test papers, written recitations, busy-work, speci
mens ot penmanship, compositions; (2) Of Teacbers-SeJf-pre

pared charts, apparatus, etc., etc. 

The meetings held during the year were of exceptional 

excellence. In attendance, iu interest, in the high character 
of the exercises, they were superior to nny series of meetings 
held since the general organization of these associations. 

One of these meetings, that of the association for Piscata
quis county, deserves special mention, as it was in plan, in 
place of assembling, and in duration somewhat of a novelty 
in educational meetings; and its marked success has aroused 
among the teachers of otLer counties to whose attention it has 
been brought, a desire for other similar meetings where the 
conditions will allow them to be held. 

Instead of two meetings of two days each, as had been the 
custom, the association decided to hold one of at least four 

days. Instead of a hall or school-building, the Methodist 
campground at Foxcroft was procured for place of meeting. 
Instead of the usual free entertninment furnished attending 
teachers, they were expected to care for their own entertain
ment, and most of them found temporary homes in the cot
tages upon the grnunds .. Instead of the usual form of exercises 
consisting of papers, essays, and discu::;sions, the programme 
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took the form chiefly of the "summer school of methods." 

Classes were organized in arithmetic, grammar and history, 

taking up those subjects in review with reference to difficult 
points and best methods of teaching. Regular systematic 

instruction and dnll were given by competent teachers in 

vocal music as taught in the be::-t schools, in drawing, and in 
the Swedish sy8tern of school gymnastics. The evenings were 
devoted to lectures, discussions, the • 'query box" and social 

intercourse. While those having the meeting in charge 
would have felt satisfied with the attendance ut forty working 

teachers, there were over a hundred present. and present con
stantly. It was a sea::ion of hard, entht~siustic work. As an 
experiment it was exceptionally succe:::;sful; so much so that 
plans were then and there made for its repetition the pre~ent 

year. 

The experiment thus tried and proved practicable nnd emi
nently successful, would seem worthy of more general trial. 

At least four such meeting:::; could be held every year, at 

points easily accessible to a large number of teachers, not of 
one county alone, but of groups of uountieR. ~o feasible is 
snch a plan, so pn,mising of valuable result:-,, that it would 
be wise legislation to increase the present appropriation of 
$600Jor defraying the expenses of teachers' meeting::i, to such 
extent as to nrnke a more extended trial of It practicable. I 
therefore recommend that the annual appropriation for teach
ers' meetings be increased to $1,000. 

III. MAI~E SCJIOOL)L\STERS" CLUB. 

At the meeting of the Pedagogical society held at Portland 

for the year 1891, under the above name was organized a new 
agency for the promotion of the general educational interests 

-0f the State. The following constitution was there adopted, 
-:md the appended list of officers elected. 
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l\LUNE SCHOOLMASTERS' CLUB. 

COXSTITFl'IO~. 

NA11.E. 

This organization shall be known by the name of the l\Iaine 
Schoolmasters' Club. 

OH.JECT. 

The object of this society shall be to promote the educational 
interests of the State by an interchange of ideas upon er!ucational 
topics, and by fostering acquaintance and good fellowship among 
its members. 

1\lEl\IBEBSIII P. 

Any president or professor of any college or university, any 
superintendent of schools, any principal of a high. grammar or 
normal school of 1\1 aine sliall be eligible to membership. 

OFFICERS. 

The otficers shall consist of a President, Vice President and 
Secretary, who shall al~o be treasurer, to be elected annually. 
Their duties shall be such as are usually performed by imch oflicers. 

STANDING COl\DIIT fEES. 

There shall be a committee upon membership, which shall con
sist of three persons, to be elected by the society for a term of 
three years, provided that of those ekcted at the first meeting one 
shall serve for three yea· s, one for two years, and one for one 
year, as determined by lut by the committee. It shall be the duty 
of this committee to investigate and report to the club upon all 
applications for membership. 

There shall be an executive committee of five, to consist of 
the President and Secretary ex-o.fficio and three members to be 
appointed by the club, whose term of service shall be the same as 
that of the membership committee 

It shall be the duty of the executiYe committee to determine upon 
the time and place of meetings, to make all necessary arrangements. 
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therefor, and to perform all other business not otherwise provided 
for. 

l\IEl\IBERSHIP FEE, 

There shall be a membership fee of one dollar. 

AMENDMENTS. 

This com,titution may be amenJed by a two-thirdis vote of all 
members present at any regular meeting provided that written 
notice of such proposed amendment he given to each member of 
the club at least one week prior to each meeting. 

OFFICERS OF THE CLl~B. 

Pres. Wm. DeW. Hyde, Brunswick; V. P. 0. H. Drake, Pitts
field'; Sec. and Treas. John R. Dunton, Lewiston. 

EXECUTIVE CO:\DIITTEE. 

Pres. 1\1. C. Fernald, Orcno: Supt. G. A. Stuart, Lewiston; 
Prin. E. P. Sampson, Saco. 

l\lE:\IBI<:ltSIIIP COl\Il\IITTEE. 

Pres 1\1. C. Fernald, Orono; Prin. F. ,v. Chase, Belfast; Supt. 
F. C. Russell, Rockland. 

The first annual meeting~of the cluh was held at Brunswick: 
on the eveni,1g of November eleven last, at seven o'clock, at 
which meeting the membership was largely increased, plans 
were made for the future, and officers elected for the ensuing 
year. At eight o'eloek by invitation of the President and Trus
tees of Bowdoin College, the members of the club present, some 
fifty in number, dined as guests of the college at the Tontine 

Hotel. After the dinner the time till midnight was occupied 

in a series of ten minute talks upon topics of special educa
tional i11terest,, followed hy informal discussion. It was a 
most enjoyable occasion. To bring the prominent educators 

of the State into closer professional, social and personal rela
tions than they have] hitherto sustained, is the object of the 

club. The securing of such object can hardly fail to be of 
advantage to our educational interests. 
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OBSERVANCE OF COLUl\1BIAN DAY. 

Perhaps uo more notable event in the history of our county 

has occurred, than the almost universal celebration, by the 

schools, of the four hundredth anniversary of the discovery 

of tlie new worlcl. That the millions of children enrolled in 

our public schools, could he brought to enga[,e simultaneously 

in a uniform observance, hy patriotic ceremonies, of that nota

ble f'Vent, was an idea almost sublime in conception. And 

the event was worthy of the conception. The gathering of 

the children iu holiday attire at tens of thousands of school

houses; the salutes by those children to t0ns of thousand's of 

flags floating above tho:;e school-houses; the vows of devotion 

reverently taken with upraised hands, to that starry emblem 

and all that it tiymholizes; the inspiration of patriotic song 

and recital of the nation's glorie8 past :rnd present, all com

bined to form a spectacle such as the world has never before 

witnessed, and which can hardly have failed to plant the seeds 
of a deep and fervent love of country in those who were 

actors in or observers of tlrnt spectucle. 

In these observances the school::, of J\faine were oot far 
behind those of other states. Unfortunately the time fell when 

only a part of our schools were in session. Few of those 

which were in session, however, failed to give fit observance 

to the evP.nt, either independently or iil connection with oth

erl'!. Judging from the number of the programmes of exercises, 

prepared hy the committee of the National Department of 

Superintendents having the matter in charge, which were dis

tributed to school8 calling for them, the children in nearly or 

quite two thousand different schools participated in those 

exercises. Probably more than one hundred thousand of the 

childrnn of Maine on thut twenty-first day of October took 

the oath of fealty to 'the national flag, and of loyalty to .. 
country. 
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15,000 
2,000 
2,500 
5,000 
3,000 

800 
4,000 
3,500 
7,000 
1,000 

250 
2,800 
2,600 
4,000 
3,000 

~ -g l..o ~ 
~:0 I~::: ~""'. 
;l,s '1-.;! 00 ~-= a 
CD r... CD d 8 Q:> '"''"' 

: ~ rn I';•~ ~ : ~ ~ 
- i:: a , s "' .... r- = ... 
a;E"o~]l'~;a 
"' a:i ... "'o.. i:: ..... Q:> 8 _g Po, Q:> 15 8 ·- ...... >, ::, 

§ -zJ § a, ! 0 i; 
I'"' 9 :i .., ~ i:i /o 8 i: 
Zi Q)"' z Q) o:I z Q) o:I 

- I 1 6 
- I I 7 
- 4 4 
- 1 4 

I 5 20 
- 4 4 
- 7 
- 3 14 
- ] 5 
- 2 7 
- 3 14 
- - 8 

1 6 12 
- 4 5 
-
-
- ii 2 
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-
- :1 11 

12 
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0 
~ 
~ 
0 z 
00 
0 
::i:; 
0 
0 
~ 
00 



Plantations. 
Coplin .............. 25 15 14 12 11 .48 15 8 8 10 
Dal1<1s .••.•..•••••••• 48 27 21 31 20 .44 40 8 16 11 
Greenvale ••••••••••• No retu rns. 
Letter E •••••••••••• ~ 8 6 8 t, .80 & 6 6 lO 
Perkins •••••••••••• 12 10 8 7 .31 12 8 Hi 8 
Hangeley ............ 2; 18 10 16 11 .50 lb 6 (j 9 

---,--,--,--,--,--,--,----,--,----
52i5l26\l3l2192l3348l26l41 .48142621 7 31 13151 9 

t,!) 

10 
34 

II 
11 

I I I 

l 1 11 - I -

II , -1 _ 
I , 

111 - - I .11 ii -
b 3 -1 3, 31 - i -
9 I - i1 - ! - -

2282 m,28 mlwl a 450l, 

1001 
500 

- I 
11 

2:,0 - - ! 

500 - - I 2 
2:rn _ _ 

1

, 1 

-------
65,230 2 581 140 

> 
~ 
~ 
tr.J z 
tj 

~ 

r-' 
~ 



Town 11. 

Avon •.••••••.•••• 
Carthage ...•••.••• 
Chesterville 
Eustis ...••.••••••• 
Farmington ••...... 
Freeman .•..•••..•• 
Industry .. 
Jay •....••.•••.••. 
Kingfield .•.•••.••• 
Madrid .....•.•••• 
New Sharon .• ~ ..••• 
New Vineyard • . •• 
Phillips •.. 
Rangeley ...•...••. 
Salem ......••..••• 
Strong .....•...•• 
Temple ........... . 
Weld ....•..•••.•.. 
Wilton ............ . 

100 I !C ~ -011 
l
~'ef =o d ... ~ ~ 

..di:I ]oS..d '"'ooi..!d 

1

0 <= '- ..C - - ...... &..:i :D CD 
:l;= e,c~o=...::,::. bli::~ 
.,;,m oo ir,Os,_.. OO~Q::, 
cp't,,,f -- C) c,:S ~ C)".... s-. 

-; = ~ ~ ar:~_g :.g]I~ ~1 Is::;::,~~ l1l= °"!>11111l= =.5 .,-o 

I CD - a, I CD I = I CD MI '"'\ +-I ~ +J .w Q ~ ~ ·- I ~..... C) ~ ~ 
~£! oO E~] i:-;~-- ~~ 
lo ~e "'~I~ ~.:;1~ a ~l~ool tz ~ ii:[z ~J~~ :1<2 ii< ~I 

11 
i 
9 
3 

21 
6 
9 

13 
3 
8 

20 
IO 
12 

6 
2 
6 
6 
6 

16 

17 81 
24 00 
22 00 
25 00 

- , Li7 00 
24 25 

4 

2-5 (IQ 

40 00 
26 00 
25 00 

5134 68 
2 33 00 
l H 00 

29 25 
2:"> fi2 
2,'i 3;3 
27 00 

4 0411 56 
3 45 1 56 
2 81 l 55 
4 44 2 00 
4 4b 2 03 
3 8.i I 50 
4 17 1 70 
4 57 ·i on 
4 4() 2 14 
3 13 l 5\) 
3 21 L 78 
3 58[ l 44 
4 28 L 96 
4 87 2 Ou 
4 00 2 00 
'l 70 l 54 
3 89 l 67 
2 6.1 I 42 
4 00 I 77 

FRANKLIN COUNTY-CONCLUDED. 

0 
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..d 
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"C ·; c 
°"-~ 

.4J 00 =·-= l'.: O a, 
8 0. .. ::, 
-i: 00 

40 
24 
48 
13 

200 
30 
40 
85 
25 
30 
70 
40 

120 
24 
12 
:H 
19 
60 
96 

~ Not less than I ~ =2 ~ =2 s 
~ 80 cts. for each ,.. ..= 8 ~ .;: S ~ 8 
S inhabitant. ~ ~ !: S ~ !: £ ; 
0 . ------ 'd ~ .. ~ ~ ... : 
0 -:--I ~ roe, C) '"C I Q,) ·- ::> ._. ·- ..... ~ ..... 

..d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .~ : ?' ~ : ~ ~ ~ 00 
~ ....... ..0 ·; .... ; ~ °' ~ -4 ~ d --4 '"C "'O 

'"+-I ;:: a= ac . ;; O"' . II~ . ~ o;;, ... • ~ f _... . ~ c::i 
::>·- oo:J.>a=: ~~ft: ~s-. c!;~N ==~ :-,::, i:::l:£? 

"O en,-.. - s.. ::S :d ::I - .,-;, :::::, - :,';) ::::, 

~ ~ 8 -: ~ ; ~ -: I ~ ] 8 ~ ·& !:! S ~ -~ ~ 8 ~ 
~~ ~~..c'J~~E[~~ ..::~<· ..:in< <.£ 

I 

500! 159 - 2 96 575! 367 
3501 33 - 3 OJ 4271 222 
770 154 - 3 48 753,1 507 
2751 18 - 2 43 314 183 

-301 

371 

3t50 884 - 3 7!-1 4,0731 l,992 
500 1

1 129 - :3 33 513 1 364 
4:rn - 2 49 t,85 417 

12001 767 - 2 6,1 l,250 1,022 
37.'> 106 2 13 387 374 
a.13! - 102 46 48'J 317 

1000! 149 - 347 1,19,j 590 
6:rn: 102 1 2 85 7311 507 

2070
1 

95fi _ Ii 15 1,914 1,065 
5.10 57 - 2 18 562 573 
l8t

1 

10 - 12 701 2671 163 
5'>0' 48 - 12 8i fi50 462 
:H6 - - ,294 41il 270 
7oq: - - j2 52 81.1J 6fi7 
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45 
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- Q O .. 3 
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! ~_g;; I 
[ ~ ~ ~!J 
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1,297 
542 

6,115 
907 

1, 102 
2,344 

813 
827 

1,867 
1,238 
2,979 
1, 175 

430 
1,099 

687 
1,496 
2,914 

ml 
629 

I, 2113 
014 

5,350 
912 
979 

2,H2 
805 
768 

1,80:3 
1,098 
2, 729 
l, 152 

345 
1,078 

6421 1,429 
2,456 
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~lantations. ~ r r . 
1 

l I 
Coplrn .. . . •••• .. .. l 2 - 4 15,2 00 2 JOO; 43 - 4 00 125 57 - 182 182 
L>allas. •• . • • • •• . . • . 2 29 00 4 00 l 44 7 1041 43,_2 17 4~'.'. 13 I 573 328 245 
Greenvale......... - - I 501 k - l·l 12 I.Hi 30 - 11:il 74 87 
Letter E... . • • . . . • . l - 3 00 1 40 3 . 50

1

1 

2; - j6 2~ 51 j 28 - UJ 73 6 
Perkins........... 1 - - 3 00 l 50 5 74 - 1,2 85 l60j 68 - 22f< Ill 117 
Rangeley.......... l - - 3 00

1

1 35 'l 50 4 - j2 31s 161! 2~ JO 191- 64 134 

179 2b 33 55 3 69
1
1 701 . 1032 161:l'!I 3ti7ti Hi0

1
3 O,i 18,Fl24i 11,492 1>88 30,904 27,642 3,2671 5 
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.'3ullivaI1. . . . ..... . 
Surry .•........... 
Tremont ......... . 
Trenton. ..••.•••.••• 
Verona .••.•••.... 
Waltham ......... . 

Plantations. 
Long Island ...... . 
No. 7 ...•••.•••.... 
No. 21 ............ . 
No. 33 ............ . 
8wan's Island. . ... . 

421 235 188 '229 169] .541 235 8 4 71 13 
329 206 181 172 140 .49 229 7 3 73 9 
715 337 296 479 31\11 .4:J 507 8 113 10 
152 119 JOI 123 97[ .65 U."i 9 ? 47 8 
112 74 67 781 63 ,58 78 8 ] 34 14 

77 54 ,8 56 Hi .59 63 8 ~ 26 12 

,.1 .. 19 ,,I 1,j _,, ,. , 1, 1

1
12 

20! 15 13 15' 13 .65 15 6 1 13 6 

1 
4 
1 
4 
] 

2 

211! 17 11 rnl 121
1 

.. 49 17 10 10 10 
58 31:i 32 37\ 31 .53 44 s s)10 

2t7, 139 115 1511 841 .59 180 8 ] 33 10 3 

12743!7119 ,)9)2172\J91560) .48 8801. 8 3 2605111 2 

10.'1 7 
138 9 
236 16 
5t 7 
57 4 
38 3 

12 1 
13 l 

-1 
10 1 
10 1 
53 4 

~I 
13 

7 
4 
3 

5\ -
8, 

131 -

i\ 
980 

- -

7,600 
4,400 
7,500 
3,275 
l,500 

l,9001 

250 
50(1 

4ft 
500 

1,200 

= J 

42181 '.m~I 141 2s4i 22d-2i-1G2ol1s3,290
1

--11 

31 
10'1 

91, 
2! 

= I 

103 
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13 
6 
4 
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275 > 
::g 
tr:l z 
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.-I 
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~ 
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Towns. 

Amherst ........ . 
Aurora .......... . 
Bluehill ........ . 
Brooklin ........ . 
Brooksville ...... . 
Bucksport .•••.... 
Castine •......••• 
Cranberry Isles •.• 
Deer [sle ..•...... 
Dedham ........ .. 
Eastbrook .•••.... 
Eden .•••..••.••• 
Ellsworth 
Franklin ....... .. 
Gouldsboro •....•. 
Hancock. . ... .. 
Isle au Haut .... .. 
Lamoine •.•...... 
Mariaville ...... . 
Mount Desert .... . 
Orland •.........• 
Oti~ ..... 
Penobsc<Jt ........ . 
Sedgwick ....... . 

HANCOCK COUNTY-CONCLUDED. 
I • I ,-.,f 
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<:: a I 
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20 
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21 
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14 

ii 
~I 

1s\ 
~1 

16 

- / 45 oo[ 
32-00/ 

36 00: 41> 87 
39 00 

33 671 
37 07] 
35 00 
3-.>. 00' 
4 l 121 
35 83! 

1134 00 
8 39 66 
I 38 50 

II 30 50 
I 

38 75 
3( 00 

41 37 50 
1 

4 5of 2 oo/ 
4 0011 66 
3 80 1 95 
4 50'13 25 
5 59 2 00 
4 50 2 ;H 
6 87 2 75 
3 68 2 16 
4 90 2 39 

3 56 l 711· 
4 57 1 58 

4 7513 00 
5 72 2 68 
5 00 2 65 
4 43 t 99 
5 11 2 2!) 
3 40 I 711 
4 7,i 2 26 
3 50 l 75 
4 5:J 2 13 
4 26 I 9 i 
4 46 1 82 
4 88 2 4 '2 
5 03 l 99 

15[ aool 
15 170: 

122 18001 
51 8401 
62 1050 

134 2500 
38 12251 
16 263 
75 2732 
30 375! 
16 275:, 

440 - 3500 

24:ll 4200 
3li 1003 
74 1460 
63 96~ 
I 2 22[) 
38 581 
16 250 
90 108! 
66 1120 
17 225 
60 1110 
89 850 
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... 
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Albany .•••..••.... I 2111 m( ~91 ~51 551 .361 1~21 7 ~/ 62\ 9 al 97!/ HJ/ - I 1~: ;I - \ - . 2,000 1 1 I ·-;II- 7 
Andover. .. .. .. .. •• 25'> 145[ 135 fo51 104 .47 2:.iol10 .CJ 69il0 70 - 61 fi 1 - 4,300 l 7 
Bethel............. 555 3391 28,'i 3481 265 .• 49 37918 2 ltiOI'. Ii I 2,0

1 

-1 24: 14 7,000] I ti 18 
Brownfield......... 359 199 159 2171 115 .38 243 IO • !JOI l Hiti 11, Hi !-l - - 3,500, - 31 9 
Buckfield. .. •• ..•• 346 190 164 203

1

1 17,- .4!~ 228 10 1401,IO 150 - 131 J - - I 4,0251 l 4 13 
Byron......... .••• 60 3.'> 24 28 26 .4 l 35 8 24.JO I 41 6 - :ii :1 - - 300, - l 3 
Canton............. 356 238 208 216, 178 .51 25b 8 2 1021 8 3 133 11 10 Ill l 223 3,0:ti"JJ I 'l lJ 
Denmark........... 237 124 107 1131 94 .43 lRO 8 4 841 9 'l 140 13 91 - ; 3,500 l 3 9 
Dixfield........... 336 191 17'2 201, JO,. .32 2fl2 6 4 62 110 'L 9l 9 2 91 7 I 520 4,&ou! l 3 8 
Fryeburg.......... 435 265 236 2.11 1 u111 .51 322 8 _21 128115 4 222 17 1 la/ 1'2 - - / 7,ooo! 2 3 13 
Gilead............. 89 63 54 401 3• .52 o:3 8 1 50f 9 1 46 6 61 4 - - 1 !JOO] - - 6 
Grafton............ 22 14 11 l4 II .50 16 9 18112 24 2 2 21 2 - 1 3,0001 - - 2 
Greenwood......... 22'2 117 94 121 70 .3·, 154 8. 1 65110 2 122 12 1 121 6 - I 2,750. - 5 L 
Hanover........... 61 29 19 33 30 .41 37 9 'I 1910 20 2 1 2 '2 - - l,000] I - '}, 
Hartford........... 185 92 81 124 106 .50 141

1

8 89 9 2 142 12 4 14 7 - , 2,5001 - 7 II 
Hebron............ 142 96 76 106 87 .57 126 lO 70 12 84 9 - 71 4 - I 2,500 - 1 8 
Hiram............. 342 2l2 176 157 131 .45 234 8 7810 16;) 7 - 11 10 - - I 5,oool - 'l 11 
Lovell............. 251 155 142 164 128 .53 17718 2 108 9 3 172I l4I - 12

1 

12 - - /1 5,oooi 5 ti 9 
Mason ....••........ 31 22 17 211 16 .52 2210 1010 10 I - I - - 4001 - 1 l 

Mexico............ 135 90; 75 991. 85 .59 10818 41 44110 501 51 - 5: 2 - - I l,ouo/1 - I 'LI 5 
Newry............. 97 70 57 77[ 57 .58 R5 9 5311 65 6 '2 6 Ii - 1 1,45!< - 2 6 
Norway............ 931 320 21:i 492

1 
368 .31 562 10 180/10 2 321 15 I 17 15 - - I 10,0001 1 'L 20 

Oxford..... .. •. . . 4091 159 93 1241 IOi .24 192 9 99/10 2 1041 121 2 11 11 - - j 4,000J 2 3 19 
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Paris............... 9171529 472 5221203 .36
1 

641 9 2 254 10 2 429. f 20: - I 22' 19 - - 14,000 3 8 24 
Peru............... 250 151 133 129 104 .47 189 9 2 81 9 4 99 W' - i 9 6 - - 3,800 - 7 9 
Porter............. 318 202 171 188 161 .50 1 248 8 2 87 9 3 1651 13 - i 13 10 3,250 1 9 10 
Roxbury........... 62 25 22 51 28 .40 53 6 2 13 8 l 3JI 6 1: 4 3 - - 500 - ~ 2 
Rumford........... 3"1\ 156 124 179 122 .40 179 8 2 82 8 9 179 13 2; 13 13 - 4,UOU 1 3 10 
Stoneham .•••••..•. l't'2 72 66 '17 60 .51 Jl9 9 3612 24 4 -1 · 4 2 - - 1,5110 1 J 3 
8tow ..•.••.••••..•. l lU7 62 53 72 45 .45 94 7 1 5010 I 82 8 - 7

1 
7 1 300 2,000 - J 7 

Sumner............ 2!6 142 114 177 135 .51 190 8 4 121 10 3 146 141 21 15 8 - 3,000 2 5 12 
Sweden............ luJ 72 59 88 71 .63 88 7 2 45 IO 3 64 7 -1 7 - - 2,800 - - 7 
Upton.............. 88 73 61 69 55 .66 78 8 32 9 27 5 - 3 3 - - 300 - J 4 
Waterford.......... 270 159 135 183 149 .52 194 10 90 U 140 - 13 8 - 4,fiOO - 2 9 
,, u. vdstock.. .. • • .• •. 260 138 120 157 134 .49 }!:j2 7 2 75 10 2 115i 11 1, 10 6 - - 3,700 - 4 10 

Pl ti.tations. I 

Lincoln........ •••• 21 15 11 18 16 .66 18 10 10 10 10 1 - I J 700 _ 1 > 
Fr.rnklin... •••• •••. 37 27 21 29 16 .49 29 14 14 10 2 3:t, 2 . 2 1 - - 300 - I - 1 3 

Magalloway........ 16 2ll 12 11 9 .62 2110 10 12 12 l - l l - 3;,o - l 't1 
Milton ••••••••••••• ~__.:'.~_-__ -_ . .to 39ill 11 - - l 2

1 

11 l - - 600 - I - 1 ~ 

9270151641!313 5245 3844 .47165661 8 4 2815 10 4275 295 24 341 236 3 10i3 12-1,458 25] 10:.! 323 ~ 

c,:, 

~ 

~ 
CN 



OXFORD COUNTY-CONCLUDED. 
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Albany ......................... . 
Andover ................ · 
Bethel ...•••...... •· - · · · ·· · · 
Brownfield .........••..••.• · -
Buckfield .•••.....•••... · . · • · 
Byron., •.....••• ··••··•· · · · · 
Canton .................. ·. 
Uenmark .•...•••...... · · · • • · 
Dixfield......... . ·· · · ···· 
Fryeburg ..••...... , .... · ·· · · 
Gilead ...•..•••.....••• · · · 
Grafton •..••••••......• · • • • • 
Greenwood .............. ••••· 
Hanover .............. ···· .. 
Hartford .•••....••••... , · • · · 
Hebron ...... · ......••... · · • •• 
Hiram ............ •· .... ·••• 
Lovell •.....•.•• ·••• ·• •• · · · · 
l\lason ..................... .. 
Mexico .................. ···· 
Newry ...•••......• ·····•••• 
Norway ........ • .... · .. · · ·• • · 
Oxford .•........•••... · · · · · 
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I 2! 00 
4 24 00 
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39 00 
:-lO (JU 

2[ 36 uo· 
1 2:1 3 i I 

1 
41 24 00 

24 00 
21 4:1 
20 00'1 
3 l 00, 
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22 ool 
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'lO 001 
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".~"I 
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3 33 
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I 246 
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4 00 2 00 
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:{ 3ts I 70 
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4 00 I €, 
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4 37 I 8:'l 
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3 00 I 75 
4 60 l 85 
3 46 l 47 
4 OP l 7:'il 
4. 20 l 601 
3 15 L ,'iO 
n o5 ·l 7 ~ 
4 34 I 9.'l 
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69 1 

1 ~· 
7~! 
65' 
42 
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22 
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4' 
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30 
80 
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:r 
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20 
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72 
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IOU• 
1200 
H4 
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78'1 
14110 

26\1 
}0(1 
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200 
80(1 
4>il 

1000 
900 

76 
400 
:rn:: 

2500 
1400 

25~ 
233 
ll 2 
240 

396 
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22 
118 

30 
24H 

l 
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2 ~ ;I 
1 ~~I 
378 
236 
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- 2 40 

42, 2 81 
- 14 22 

8 ':l 3:!
1 

I:{ 221 

.1. 021 
4 54 
:! 15 

1
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4 32 

- I l 391 2\.12 

I
:{ 59.1 
') 451 

1

'2 !:!6! 
:{ 421 

- 12 681 
1:1 18 
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2,053 
1,2:)3 
l,503 
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] ,445 
1,057 

8401 
1,46'1 

28:3 
138 
907 
200 

1,002 
622 

1 ,050 
1,067 

100 
512 
389 

3 245 
1:400 

'6071 
763 
14 7 
82':l 
560 
65i 
9n 
231 
59 

522 
I 16 
433 
340 
8l(i 
571 

65 

3041' 217 
'2, 114 
1,035 

1~41 
126 

231 
551 
33\ 

- I 
- I 

141 
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12 
181 

= I 2011 
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3,443 
I,900 
2,392 
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l,497 
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1,453/ 
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1,866' 
I,8:rn 
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I 816 
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1
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45 5,404 
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9311 601 
1,5541 - I 
3,055 3881 

1,801 991 
2, 142 250 

370 19 
2,034 288 
1,450 200 
1,379 118 
2 326 132 

'521 7 
261 34 

1,204 225 
334 

1,2551 198 
7721 190 

l, ';'57) 109 
l,587i 252 

1471 181 
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584 1
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Paris ....•.. .. .............. 33 3 
35 001 3 93 I 8 2 112 3 liifi fHI 

Peru .•.• .. .................. 8 I 25 30 3 00 l 58 36 !:H,lJ '.l41 
Porter ....................... 9 21 'l'l 3 80 l 7'2 5ti H l 'L 
Rex bury .................... 3 - 3:l 50 a n l ii4 JU '.Wll 2: 
ltumford ..••.••...........•. 9 J i!3 00 4 20 'l 011 f>lj 805 ~~ 

Stoneham •....•...•........ 3 - 30 00 3 50 l 8i 15 3(1() 41 
titow ..••.•••.••. ............ 7 20 OU 3 75 I 15 20 4 lJII lc7 
l:'-uwner .•... ............. -·· ti 24 75 '2 85 I ti!-< 6:i I 721 
SwtJden .•....•.••.•••....... Ii I 3 Ht, l ti~ 301 300 3(; 
Upton ................... n 1 30 00 3 OU l 8,'l 7 1\-1· 10 
Wnterfurd .•.••••.•• , ........ 10 1 25 lJO 3 87 I Bi ]2.i 111011 ]!HJ 

Woodstock ..•••••.•.•.•...... 8 23 50 3 40 I !l'i 35 

'""I 
I I :1 

Plantations. 
Franklin .........••.......•. ?, - - 3 10 I 4ti 9 !11 l 
Lincoln •... ........ - ..... 1 4 0'2 I 90 4 IOii 53 
Mugalloway ................. I 5 Oo I 50 I 5,, 
Milton. , ................ l 5 OU 'l 00 5 200 31 

- - --- -- - -- ---
3 'l I 35 'J.:l H\1 3 87 l 'j!:J 17-18 29014 4734 

- 'J 43 3,'l77 2, 175 218 
- i 'LO 8:H< 521 34 

'.! 55 9Kb 658 100 
3 '.!'L 200 12\:1 64 
'/, 6\J 881 ti75 221 
'l 4li 31 Ell 276 6 
3 7.-1 Ii-HI 251 
'.! !}3 !J'lb tiO"> 10 
'l \:ll 402 265 100 
'.! 2:l l!:Jti lti8 };";0 

J 70 1,001 634 34 
:i Of< 841 504 

:J 86) l IF< 134 
- 4 80 Joo 37 

83 H 417 15'2 

- 2 50 'WI ]'11 I 
-- - --·- --- -

58 3 l4 3:-1,37 8 '.ll,Olf> 2053 

5,670 
1,393 
l, 74ti 

393 
1,781 

600 
!:100 

l ,fi43 
767 
514 

l ,1i69 
1,3!8 

236 
189 
569 
3H5 

--
,6,446 

5,370 300 
1,246 147 
l,647 99 

375 lts 
l ,534 247 

684 )ti 
636 264 

1,3'24 219 
675 92 
o l 'l 2 

l,tHJ8 - I 
l ,'L80 68 

2221 14 
160 27 
178 391 
37; 8 

--- --
50,4 79 6029 

29 

--
ti2 

ti> 
'"Cl 
1-'d 
t_:;j 
z 
tJ 
H 
ti< 

iJJ 
01 



Town!!, 

Alton .••..••. 
Argyle •. 
Bangor ....••. 
Bradford .. 
Bradley ..... 
Brewer .....••. 
Burlington ..•. 
Carmel ..... . 
Carroll •..... 
Charleston ..• 
Vb ester ....••. 
Clifton • 
Corinna ....•. 
Corinth ....•. 
Dexter ...... . 
Dixmont •... 
Eddington ... 
.Edinburg ..••. 
.lfofield •...••. 
Etna •.•••... 
~xeter •.•... 
Garland ..... 
Glenburn •... 
Greenbush ..•.. 
Greenfield ..••. 
Hampden •.... 
Hermon, ....•. 

• a:, • be 
~O..c:1 oo c 
c ......... ·:, = ... - c Cl) P...., 
a:, l.l I>-. "·"' 

..0 (D - ~ 
I c ! ~ .::: ~ 
l~Cl)'O -g-
'O ..0 c .... 
=~.el ~3 
-g i:: ·~ 8 
~.:! ~ f ~ 
:, bl) a:, 0 'O 

z.::: z ~ 

13 l 
84 

54-19 
38! 
270\ 

ll!JO' 
176 
327 
l\!6 
306 
148 

!18 

333 
33'.! 
774 
288 
216 

24 
335! 
206 1 

ml 
275 
ml 
238: 

73] 
74 li 
438J 

87 
60 

2755 
2!0 
16:1 
68:l 
114 
l!H 
143 
18~ 
117 
66 

194 
l!ll 
51\-1 
153 
l 2i 

'.H 
187 
113 
132 
139 
80 

146 
:rn 

364 
255 

!:>.I) 
d 

·;::: . -; ~s : n 
d ... ·- 8 ·-.:; ~; 
0.... f...,:, 
Z Cl) a:, ... 

8 .., Cl) 

a:1 8 .;!: c 
E°~ t; 
:-go] 
<.e z~ 

681 

361 
:.!418 

11nl 
147 
4 7.'> 

!18 
Hi I 
II i 
154 

96 
59 

169 
166 
4.'">~ 
l 29 
101 

21 
15:{ 
108 
117 
110 

68 
125 
35 

301 
226 

7 I 
51 

276!! 
248 
l7i 
689 

91 
204 
lO'l 
19l 
Iii> 
67 

20"' 
230 
481 
189 
122 

24 
160 
13:l 
172 
150 
102 
144 

64 
425 
240 
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. 4ti 
.En 
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.44 
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651 9 
303 I 12 

30'1 8 
200 8 
692 9 
131 9 
251:i 8 
177 8 
233 7 
126 9 
67 8 

281'< 8 
257 8 
5i(I 8 
26X 8 
l 71- 7 

24 IO 
265 7 
l:iO 7 
232 !J 
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265 8 
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21 38 I ti 
21 2484 12 

4 
I 
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3. 
3 

31 
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137 20 
65 9 
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5!i I l 
71i 15 
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33 l l 

)O'l 18 
104 9 
159 9 

8ti 9 
54 9 
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4!1 10 
53 10 
90 9 
74 8 
56 IO 
5~ l l 
24 13 
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41 
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Holden ...... 1 17'3 113
1 

87 73j 47 .39 132 8 2 67 10 3 8:i 8 - 8 6 2,000 - - 8 
Howland .•• · j 114 45 33 6t 53 .37 Hi 9 l 40 8 2 34 5 - 3 3 l 300 800 - 4 
Huds')n... .••. 161 114 92 97 613

1!· .49 132 8 3 59 9 2 IO! 7 - 7 6 - 1,000 7 
Kendu,keag ... l 140 83 70 106 81 .53 106 8 16 10 4 54 3 3 2,500 I 1 
Kingw11 n •• •••• 1 277 166 114 152 102' .39 166 10 30 9 JR - 3 - - 950 I 3 
Lagrange..... 247 161 137 165 132 .54 170 7 2 41 9 2 110 5 - 5 5 - 4,475 - 2 8 
Lee..... .. .. 325 189 165 187 I.HI .46 '.!10 7 4 79 IO 2 120 - - 9 4 1,650 I 5 IO 
Levant ... ····1 286 141 119 186 126 .45 224 8 3 6010 3 12 7 1 7 7 - - 4,300 I 4 7 
Lincoln.. ..... 551 314 281 278 228I .-16 388 9 128 17 24."i - 12 7 1 150 6,500 l 2! 13 
Lowell...... 140 102, 85 72 59I .51 102 7 'l 101 11 55 7 - 7 - - 850 2 - I r1 
Mattamisconti8, 13 9• 7 6 6 .• 50 9 8 8 - _ I - I 1 - 400 - l 
Mattawamkeag!! 239 14'- ll7 133 8:] .42 16~ 10 60 10 2 54 5 1 3 I - l,?OO - 2. 7 
Maxfield...... 51 40 25 21 L'>, .40 4610 5011 22 4 - 3 3 - ~oo I - 4 
Medway...... 188 142, 130 128 l'.!O: .61 142 10 70 10 70 7 - 6 6 I 400 3,000 I 1[ ti 
Milford....... 243 1431 121 151 1181 .49 194 9 54 II l 119 - - 4 3 4.500 1 2'1 o 
Mt. Chase..... 110 84 67 30 181 .:IE< !H 14 2 7211 2 21 o - 5 I - 500 - 1 5 
Newburg..... 250 1521 120 170 12:3[ .41 197 8 I 81 12 I l;l5 12 11 11 1,500 5 10 > 
Newport ...... , 364 188] 165 197 137i .41 242 8 4 97 10 4 ]93 10 6 - 5,476 I 3 1

I 10 'ti 
Old Town ..... I 13e3 .Oti, 572 'i38 523
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.41 781 10 184 11 3 396 - - 12 10 25,750 2 3 18 : 

Orono....... "837 5oJ! 456 531 410
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.51 ,'i64 21 26!-i II 110 - 11 9 16,000 l 1( 13 z 
Orrington •.••• 
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Stacyville Pl • 79 f, I 3HI 3i IH .35 7'l. H 4 2fi 13 3 55 4 - I 4 1 l 225 900 1 3 
Summit Pl .. I 23 16 13 If) 14 .(ii 16: Fl 8 7 7 I - I I - 25 - - l 
WebsterPl ... l fi\J 451 :1; - 1.62 4.)

1

12 3 51 - 4 2• 3 - - - 150 - - 4 
Woodville Pl.. 90 3!l: 26 _ ~6 22 • 26 68 8 l 17 10 I 31 4 - I 2 - 300 - - 2 

I ' (:).: 

22926 1252210563112610 9967 .48:14!l71 9 6h80 11 8768 313 28 479 349 8 3871375,890 28 146 545 -1 



Towns. 

Alton ............ ··· ···· ··· 1 
Argyle ......•.....•••.•• • · • • • 
Bangor .............•..... •· · · 
Bradford .......... - •.... , .. . 
Bradley ........... · · · · · · • · · · · 
Brewer .....•..........•• · • • · 
Burlington .....••....... · · • · 
Carmel ................... ···· 
Carroll... . . . .....•. , .. · 
Charle,,ton .•........... • · · • · 
Chester ........•.......... · •• · 
Clifton .......... · · • • • · · · · · · 
Corinna .....•.•••.... · .. 
Corinth ............•• · · · · · · · · 
Dexter .............. · · · · · • · 
Dixmont ................... · · 
Eddington ......... - . ·. · · · • · 
Edinburg ................. · · · · 
Enfield... . .. . .. .. . · ·· ·· 
Etna .....•••..• • .. · · ·· · • · · 
Exeter....... . . . . . · · · · · · 
Garland ....••.... · · • • · · · · · · · · 
Glenburn ..•....... • • · · · · · .. 
Greenbush .•.............. · · · 
Greenfield ...... · .. · · · · · · • • • • 
Hampden ................. , · · 
Hermon ............ · 
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llolden ••••••••••.•••.•••.... 

1 
Howland ..•••..••.....•.•.... 
Hud8on ........•..•• •. • • • . · 
Kenduskeag .•.•••..........•• 
Kingman •.....•••...••.•..•. 
Lagrange ......•••............ 
Lee ......•.•.............. 
Levant........... . ......•. 
Lincoln . . . . . . . • • . . . . .....•. 
Lowell •...•••.....•••.•.•.... 
MattamisJontis .•.......•••.•.. 
Mattawamkeag .............. . 
Maxfield ..•••...........•.... 
1\-Icdway ..•••. • • ·. · · · · · · · · · · 
Milford ....•••••.....•••.... 
Mt Chase ....•••..•.....•••• 
Newburg .................... . 
Newport. . ...•.......••... 
Old Town .................. . 
Orono ....••...•..•.......... 
Orrington .........••..•••..•. 
Passadumkeag.. . ......•••••• 
P~tten ......••..•......•••... · 
Plymouth .•••..••...•.....••• 
Prentiss ...•••••••..••........ 
Springfield .....•••..•...•.•••. 
Stetson... . . • . . . • • . . .. . . . . ••• 
Veazie., •..••..•...••....••. 
Winn ..•..•••. ······· ·••• ·•· 
Drew Pl •.•••......••.••••••. 
Lakeville Pl ....•....•..••.••• 
No 2 Grand Falls Pl ...•••.... 
Seboeis Pl. .........••........ 
Stacyville Pl ................. . 
Summit Pl. •.•..•.•••••••••... 
Webster Pl ....••..••. ,. •.•••• 
Woodville Pl •..••.......•••• 
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Towns. 

Abbot ............. I 
Atkinson ........... . 
Blanchard .• 
Brownville, ....... . 
Dover .•....•......... 
Foxcroft ....•..••••••• 
Greenville .•......•••. 
Guilford ............ . 
Medford., ........... . 
Milo .......... . 
Monson ...•••.•••.••. 
Orne ville ..•..... 
Parkman ...........•. 
tiarigerville .. , ..••••.. 
Sebec .•••......••.••. 
Shirley ............ . 
Wellington .......... . 
Williamsburg ...•.... 
Willimantic .. 
Bowerbank PI ••..... 
Ell1ottsville PI. .... .. 
KiugFbury Pl ...... . 
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Towns. 

Belfast .•••.•••.•••.•••.•. , ..•• 
Belmont ...................... . 
Brooks .•...••.••.••••••••.••• 
Burnham .................. ·• •• 
Frankfort •..••.....•••.•••.••• 
Freedom .....••.....•••..•••••• 
Islesborough • . . . • • • . • • • . .• 
Jackson ................... •••• 
Knox: ......................... . 
Liberty .....•••..•......•• • 
Lincolnville ..••.........•••.••• 
Monroe ..................... .. 
Montville ................... .. 
Morrill .•••..........•••••••••• 
Northport .................... .. 
Palermo •......•••.•••.....••. 
Prospect ..................... . 
Searsmont .•.•••.•••..•..•••.... 
Searsport ....•.....•••.•••. , , • 
Stockton Springs ............... . 
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Jonesborough ...... . 
Jnnesport ..••.••.. 
Ko~!'uth .•••..••.•.. 
Lub•·c •••••.••••••• 
Machia~ .......... . 
Machunport ....... . 
Marion ...•........ 
Marshfield ........ . 
Meddy\l0mps .....• 
Milbridge ........ .. 
Northfield ....... .. 
Pembroke ....••.••• 
Perry.. . . • •••. • •• 
Princeton ..•.•••.••. 
Robbinston .....••. 
ltoque Bluff ...... . 
Steuben .•...•.•.. 
To.Image •...•.•.••. 
Topsfield ......... . 
Trescott .•....••.... 
Vanceboro' •....... 
Waite .... . 
Wesley ........... . 
Whiting ........... . 
Whitneyville . 

Plantations. 
Codyville .. . ... . 
Lambert Lake .... . 
No. 14 •.•••......•. 
No. 18 •.......•.••. 
No 21. ......... .. 
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Towns. 

Addison .•..••.•••..••....•• 
Alexander .•..••••.••..••••••• 
Baileyville •..••••.•••••••• , •• 
Baring .•...•.••••••..•.•• •• 
Beddington .•..•.••••.•••.••• 
Brookton ..•••.•...••.•••.• 
Calais •...••••.••...•.••• ·• 
Centerville. . • . • . • • • • • . • . . •. 
Charl•itte .••..••.•••...•..•• 
Cherryfield •.•...•..•..•••.••. 
Columbia ...•.•••.•••.••••• 
Columbia Falls , ...........••. 
Cooper ...............•••. · · 
Crawford ••••••••.....••• · • • · 
Cutler ......••..••.•••..•... 
Danforth ..•••..........••..•. 
Deblois ...•••.•••.•••..••.. 
Dennysville .•.•••............ 
East Machias ............ . 
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SUMMARY-CONCLUDED. 
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SPECIAL COMMON SCHOOL STATISTICS. 
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SPECIAL COMMON SCHOOL STATISTICS-Concluded. 
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COMPARA'l'IVE STATEMEXT-I. 

======================================================================= 
Items. 

I 

Whole number of scholars betweenl 
four and tw.enty-one_ ........ :··· .. ····I 

Nu1nber registered 111 spnng arnl'I 
sumn1er ter1ns . . . . . ................. . 

Average attendance in spring aml 
sum1ner tern1s ....................... . 

Number registerecl in fall and winter 
tern1s ................................ . 

Average attendance in fall and win-
ter terms ............................. . 

Per cent of average attendance to 
whole nu1nber ........................ . 

Whole number <lifferent scholars reg-
istered <luring year ................ ·:. 

Average length of su1nn1er schools 111 

1892. 

210,472 

112,676 

91,77!l 

114,717 

88,603 

.47 

13tl,634 

weeks and days ....................... 9 w. 
Average length of winter schools in 

weeks and days ........................ U w. 

A;:~~~: .. :~~~~~:1 .. ~-f·. ~::~?~.l~. ~~-r .. ~'.~~1 20 w. 
Number of school clistricts in State ... 

parts of " .. 
school house,; " .. · 1 

reported in gootl condition, 
school houses built during 

the year .................... . 
Cost of sa111e ............................ . 
Estimated value uf school property 

in State .............................. . 
~umber of male teachers employe<l 

in sunnner .......................... . 
Number of male teachers employed 

in ·winter ............................ . 
Number of female teachers employee! 

in sunnner .. .. . . . .. . ................ .. 
Number of female teachers employell 

in ·winter ........................... . 
Number of teachers graduates of nor-

111a.l schools .......................... . 
Average wages of n1ale teachers per 

n1onth, exclucling boarcl ............ . 
Average wage8 of feurnle teachers 

per week, excluding board ........ . 
Average co8t of board per week ..... . 
Au10unt 8chool money voted by 

towns for connnon schools ......... . 
Excess above a1nount required by 

law .................................... . 
Average an1ount per scholar .......... . 
Amount available from town treas-

ury for school year ................... . 
Amount available fron1 State treas-

ury for school year .... - ... - . . - - ..... . 
A1nount derived fro1n local funds .... . 
Total school resources ........... -.... . 
Am't expended for connnon schools, 
Net balance unexpended .............. . 
Amount pai<l for school supervision .. 

5 

''lt11 4,:m, 
3,242 

5K 
$62,302 

$3,803,!l70 

~83 

1,274-

4,f.36 

4,532 

7h61 

$35 75 

4 58 
2 05 

730,476 

216,815 
3 47 

770,552 

471,!l55 
49,009 

1,~m,516 
1,213,494 

113,880 
42,479 

1891. 

210,997 

116,048 

fl9,198 

129,484 

106,927 

.53 

141,433 

9w. l ll 

lOw. 3 cl 

19w. 4 cl 
3,317 

258 
4,209 
3,219 

5t-: 
$109,728 

$3,670,385 

311 

1,2m1 

4,415 

4,050 

782 

$34 90 

4 40 
2 01 

720,661 

204,30\l 
3 20 

781,712 

3!ll,959 
37,581 

1,211,252 
1,163,968 

83,786 
41,883 

Increase. \ Decrease. 

2 cl 

1 cl 

Hi9 
23 

$133,585 

221 

482 

$0 S5 

18 
04 

9,815 

12,506 
27 

7!l,996 
11,428 
80,264 
49,526 
30,094 

596 

525 

3,372 

7,419 

14,767 

18,324 

,06 

4,799 

ld 

193 
23 

$47,426 

28 

25 

2tl 

11,160 



66 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

COMPARATIVE STATEn-IENT-II. 

Items. 1892. 1882. 

Wllole number of scholars between four and twenty-one.... 210,472 212,521 
Number registered in spring and summer schools ...... ,..... 112,676 121,4)3 
Average attenc1ance " " . . . . . .. . . . . . 91,779 99,150 
Number registered in winter schools...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114,717 122,~J61 
Average attenclance " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88,603 100,477 
Per cent of average attendance to whole number............. 47 47 
Whole number scholars registered for the year............... 136,634. 147,697 
Average length of summer schools............................ 9 w. 10 w. 

winter schools .............................. 11 w. 11 w. 
scllools for the year ........................ 20 w. 21 w. 

Number school districts in State............................... 3,124 
parts of districts " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 235 
school houses in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,378 
reported i.n goocl condition... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 949_ 

built during the year.................................. ,-58 

ld 
ld 

3,984 
315 

4,286 
3,028 

57 
Cost of same............................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62,302 
Estimated value of all scbool 1Jroperty........................ 3,803,970 

99,522 
3,070,326 

Number male teachers employed i11 summer.................. 283 
winter................... 1,274 

femn.le summer.................. 4,633 
winter................... 4.532 

Wages of male teachers per month, excluding board......... $35 75 
fernale " week, " . . . . . . . . 4 58 

Average cost of teachers' boarc1 per week . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 05 
Amount of school money raised by towns..................... 730,47B 
Excess above amount required by law......................... 21B,Sl5 
Average amount per scholar ................................... , 3 14 
Amount received from State treas1-uer......................... 471,955 

local funds............................. 49,009 
paid for school supervision,........................... 42,47\l 

286 
2,113 
4,698 
2,587 

$29 5!') 
3 65 
1 2:15 

630,779 
145,40\'l 

2 97 
320,189 
22,755 
2~,422 



STATEMENT. 

Amount of School Fund and Mill Tax Apportioned to the Several 
Cities, Towns and Plantations in the StateUor the Year 1892, 
and Payable January 1st, 1893, Together with the State Tax 
Assessed for the Year 1892. 

Towns. 

Abbot ................................................. . 17fl $414 70 $48\1 54 
Acton ................................................... . 2ii0 57fl 20 821 f)3 
Addison ................................................. . 324 750 65 801 27 
Albttny .................................................. . 
Albion ................................................... . 

211 488 85 386 57 
282 6:"j?, 33 1,107 16 

.Alexander .............................................. . 12B 281 f)2 205 83 
Alfrell ................................................... . 300 BH5 04 1,:282 58 
Allagash Plantation ................................... . 
.Alna ................................. ···················· 

121 280 34 
137 317 40 57fl m 

Alton ................................................... . 
.Aniher.~t ................................................. . 

rn1 308 50 HJ3 .'iii 
llS 2i3 88 ,n4 25 

Amitv ................................................... . 
.Anc1o,·er ................................................ . 

15>l 368 37 314 6ti 
255 5(10 71) 471 43 

- .Anson ................................................... . 50(1 1,172 30 l,73f) 02 
.Appleton ................................................ . 

1~:fJ~si~ :: : : :: :: ::::: ::::: ::::: ::: :: : : :::::: ::: : ::: : ::: : : 
35fl 8:n w 880 35 

84 1D4 Bl 1m 64 
5G 12n 74 250 !H 

.Ashland ................................................. . 1\)2 444 82 376 (j\') 

.Atl1ens .................................................. . 32() 755 28 1,000 75 

.Atkinson ............................................... . 211 488 8:'5 4\18 \Jfj 
.A UbUI'll ... · · · ...... · .. , ....•... , ...............•.•....... 3,3B2 7,789 07 17,067 34 
.Augusta ................................................. . 
.Aurora ................................................... . 

3,101 7,184 3!) 22,443 11 
G5 150 5!1 173 36 

Avon ..................................................... . 168 3Sfl 22 363 61 

Baileyville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . 
Balclwin ................................................. . 

!)2 213 14 17;, 08 
276 63!1 44 1,073 10 

Bancroft ................................................ . 104 240 fl5 200 Gl 
Bangor ................................................. . 
Baring ................................................... . 
Bath .................................................... . 

5,4.4!1 12,824 22 33,5.'37 30 
fl3 215 46 20fl 45 

2,886 6,686 27 17,678 62 
Bedclington ............................................. . 
Belfast .................................................. . 

86 Hlfl 24 250 00 
l,3fl5 3,231 !13 8,HJ2 00 

Belgrade ................................................ . 
Belmont ................................................. . 

3ll 720 53 1,301 30 
1!16 454 OD 287 97 

Benedicta ................................................ . 147 340 57 159 83 
Benton .................................................. . 337 780 76 1,100 72 
Berwick ................................................ . 605 1,401 66 2,543 9B 
Bethel ................................................... . 555 1,285 83 2,157 03 
Biddeford ............................................... . 4,5!17 10,()50 31 20,774 77 
Bingham ................................................ . 
Blaine .................................................. . 

227 525 92 604 90 
329 762 24 403 52 

Blanchard ............................................... . (ll 141 33 142 ()2 
Blue llill ................................................. . 710 1,665 78 1,487 66 
Boothbuy ............................................... . 
Booth bay Hurbor ....................................... . 
Bowdoin ................................................ . 

6fJl 1,600 91 1,353 98 
581 1,346 Q(l 1,737 64 
247 572 25 823 14 

Bowclotnham ........................................... . 394 912 82 1,968 56 
Bowerbank Plantation ................................ . 2B 60 24 
Bradford ................................................ . 352 815 51 931 67 
Bradley ................................................ . 270 625 54 423 10 
Bremen .................................................. . 209 484 20 507 79 
Brewer .................................................. . 1,190 2,756 9\il 3,608 05 
Bridgewater ............................................ . 
Bridgton ................................................. . 

322 746 01 784 23 
719 1,665 78 3,4-34 91 

Brighton ................................................ . 
Bristol. .................................................. . 

196 454 09 244 25 
902 2,089 75 l,©72 3© 



68 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

School Fund and Mill Tax-CONTINUED. 

Towns. 

-~ ~----~~~--

Brooklin ......................................... .' ....... . 
Brooks ....................................... ············ 
Brooksville ............................................ . 
Brookton ............................................... . 
Bro,vnfielrt ....................... · .......... , , , ......... . 
Bro,vnville ................ , .. , , .. , . ·, .. ·., · .. · · · · · · · · · · · 
Bruns,-vick ............................................... . 

3fi3 8817 82f $484 Ii 
217 502 75 632 88 
461 ,.&;, "'I (i(18 :-n 
1:l5 312 7(; 288 68 
85H ::-:n 78 81-i3 02 
8H4 !Jl2 82 !101 40 

2,058 4,7ii7 mil 10,741.l 28 
Buckfielcl ............................ , ........... · · · · ·. ·, · 84(i 801 fil 1,042 78 
Bul'k:;port ............................................... . 78U 1,821 ()() a,008 rn 
Burlington .............................................. . 
Burnluun ................................................ . 

17G 407 7U 44;{ 75 
2H8 6!JO 40 m1:1 rn 

Buxton .................................................. . 503 l,](i$) !J8 l,8H5 03 
Byron .................................................... . GO rnn 01 10ti :is 
Calai:; .................................................... . 
Cau1bri1lge............. . .............................. . 
CanHlen ................................................. . 
Canaan .................................................. . 
Canton .................................................. . 
Cape Elizabeth ....................................... . 
Carillon ................................................. . 
Caruiel .................................................. . 
Carrntnuk Plantation .................................. . 
Carroll ................................................... . 
Carrying Place Plantation ............................ . 
Carthage ............................................... . 
Cary Plantation ........................................ . 
C~l~(:<> .............. ...........•........................... 
Ca:;tine ............................................... . 
Ca,;tle Hill Plantation ................................. . 
Ca,.;well Plantation ..................................... . 
CPnterville .............................................. . 

2,5.iO 5,H07 83 G,Grn on 
lHi 21i:-l 7.'i 334 !J4 
u741 1,5(i] 5;{ 7,618 rn 
3:l,il 77ti 12 1,086 28 
;l;i(j: 824 78 1,2!14 il2 

1,8571 4,802 ao (i,416 45 
1,(i\)!) ::l,!l;l(j 24 2,1M m 

B:27 757 (l()I 771 (l!) 
!l5: 2:20 OH 

"'\ 454 {)\JI 326 12 
rn 2:2 

llli 2GH 7,11 2fi0 81 
Iri7 BWl 7.Ji 1(14 :JO 
280 ii48 70' 7118 Hl 
3001 708 \J4 \lfiO HO 
:!:!.) ;i:21 :28 250 7!1 
]:211 280 3-i H7 81 
54! 12,i 11 lt<8 OG 

Chap11rn11 Plantation ................................... . 
Charle,.,ton ............................................. . 
Charlotte ................................................ . 
Cheh,ea ................................................ . 
Cll erryfield .............................................. . 
Che,.;ter ................................................. . 

1041 :240 !!5 
HOii iOt< !H 
l:i.'i, :l.i!l 10 2rn 14 
2fi,1: :N, 47 (i80 7\l 
ii:r,I l,475 80 l,43(i !Ji 
148i il-12 sr: l(j8 (il 

Che,.;terville ........................................... . 2211 ,il2 02 7fiH 7:! 
China ..................................................... . 
Clifton .................................................. . 

3!17 Hl!J 77 l,G41-i !l4 
rn~ 227 04 rn7 17 

Clinton ................................................. . 
C0<lyville Plantation .................................. .. 

3iii 850 27 1,672 84 
2(i (j() 24 

Cohnnbia ................................................ . 2B4 M2 rn 3G8 on 
Col uni bi a Falls ......................................... . 2(i!l (i23 22 487 57 
Concord ................................................ . 107 247 !)() 23:l O!l 
Connor Plantation ...................................... . 2H.1 644 44 
Cooper ................................................... . ]08 2:l8 (;;) l(l4 (il 
Coplin Plantation ...................................... . 25 t>7 92 
Corinna .................................................. . 
Corinth ................................................. . 
Cornitih .................................................. . 
Cornville .............................................. .. 
Crnnbcrry Isles ......................................... . 

383 771 4!) 1,:irn 02 
332 iii!) li 1,233 83 
327 757 5H 1,250 51 
233 .53H 80 1,041 24 
!Ii 22! 73 28\J i57 

Cnnvfonl ............................................... .. 50 116 84 !)2 !2 
Cry,;tal Plantation ..................................... . l:li 817 40 203 44 
Cun1berland ............................................. . 
Cushing ................................................. . 
Cutler ................................................... . 

512 l,lS(l 20 1,912 62 
224 ,il8 !Ji 347 03 
2(il H04 HH 2Hfi 12 

Cyr Plantation ........................................ . 233, 531) 81 147 29 

Dallas Plantation ............•.......................... 48 111 20 
l)a1nariscotta ........................................... . 
Danforth ................................................ . 
Dayton .................................................. . 

2(il 604 6\l 1,4G4 95 
4fi5 1,077 31 495 09 
142 328 H8 675 83 



APPENDIX. 

School Fund and Mill Tax-CoNTINUEI>. 

.71 M .... 
Towns. ~ 

'§ 
Q s ~ 
w w 

Dea,1 River Plantation ................................. . 
Deblois .................................................. . 
Derlha111 ................................................ . 

401 
$\)2 (i, 

25 57 H2 
128 2!!6 .55 

Deering ................................................. . l,fi48 3,818 OS 
I>eer Isle ............................................... . l,34G 3,118 40 
T>enu1ark ................................................ . 2:n 54\l 08 
Dennistown Plantation ................................ . ;J2 74 13 
Dennysville ............................................. . 150 347 52 
Detroit ................................................. . 172 8H8 4!l 
Dexter ........................................... ···· .... . 774 1,7B8 21 
T>ixfield ...................................... · · · ... · · · · 83(i 7iS 44 
J>i::ouont .................................... ·, · · · · · · · · · · · · '.;!~t, (i(i'i 28 
Dover ..................... · ............................... . 514 l,HJO 84 
l>resden ..................................... · · · ··., ... · · 802 (;\)!) (i7 
Dre,v Plantation ....................................... . 4t, 111 20 
Durhan1 ................................................. . 3.)1 i:'113 20 
Dyer Brook Plantation ................................. . \I:) 22\l 3(i 

1:-~agle Lake Plantation ................................. . 172 3HS 4!l 
Eastbrook ............................................... . 104 240 !15 
East Livern1ore ....................................... . 330 ,(i4 54 
I·:ast J\Iachias ........................................... . 5(i(i 1,311 81 
Easton .................................................. . 3\l2 HOH 18 
l<~astport ................................................. . 2,l(;S 5,022 81 
Eddington ............................................... . 2l(i 500 48 
Eden ..................................................... . (J70 1,;i:'d 21i 

t~~tri;1;~~t:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: . 24!1 57(i i:'18 
24 55 Gl 

Edn1unrls ................................................ . 174 403 13 
Eliot ..................................................... . 380 880 BS 
Elliottsville Plantation ................................ . 14 ,,2 44 
Ells"·orth ............................................. . 1,71)6 4,1(;() \J7 
E1nbden ................................................ . HJl 442 .50 

!lvf f J::':: '. ! ! '. ! ! \ ! ! ! \ ! '. ! ! ! ! ; ! '. ( ~~:\!!ff;\!'.!~'.!!!!!!!!!! (!::~I 
3;~.i1 77H 12 
20H 477 2fi 
n:i: 2Cl SO 
2fi:2i' 5t,I) t,3, 

I 
Fairfield .......................................... · ...... . 1,041 2,411 ,!) 
1!'nlu1outh .............................................. . 
Farn1ing<lale ........................................... . 
1!'ar111ington ............................................ . 

i~~f:f if :1;.t~1i:~ ~tit~~~:~ ii~:~~:~::\\\~\\\\~~ ( ( \ ~ ~ ~ ~ i: \ i ! ! i I 
1''ort Kent .............................................. . 
l<'oxcroft ................................................. . 

4$J(jl 1,14!) 13 
2:12/ 5:17 4!). 
mol 2,IOS 2!J 
20:l1 470 81 

3151 Sl 08 
1271 2!)4 24 

l,5llj 3,500 (j8 
ll3i' 2,17(J 84 
4201 !l78 OG 

Frankfort .............................................. . 
Franklin ............................................ ,. .. . 
}'ranklin Plantation .................................. . 

'51 fil:l 20 
4fi(i 1,0~~ ~~I 

37 ::,,,, ,:.1 
.Free!loni. ................................................ . 
l<'reen1an ................................ · · · · ·· · · · · · ·····I 
Freeport ............................................... . 
Frenchville ...................................... · ....... . 
Friendship ............................................. . 
Fryeburg ............................................. . 

Gar<liner ............................................... . 

if~Jf EF:Tr;:::::::::::::::::;::::::::::;:::::::1 
i 

152 'P i-1 ,a:. a 
l;'j() 347 i52 
7()01 1,7i2 35 1 

l,~;J):i 
3,011 841 

(il(j 27/ 
4351 1,007 Slj 

1,6521 3,82,7 3;)! 
34 78 771 

275 ;\~~ lfii 273 
S!J 201; rn: 

1841 42(i :!!Ji 
i 

69 

,-: 
c;: 

E-< 

i 
.8 
w 

$ (i7 74 
:W,5 18 

!l,05(i 07 
1,414 33 

,SH HG 

475 ,S 
40(i (i8 

3,187 3(i 
S4(i HJ 
778 25" 

l,S;"i\l 4!) 
1,124 23 

1,04:J 18 

178 3S 
l,:l70 20 
l.07H 4(i 

57G 35 
2,G35 (il 

31i7 SS 
13,852 !l5 

511 27 
128 64 
l!l2 Oi 

1,28(1 44 

G,230 4B 
7.'il 11 
5H5 5fi 
843 rn 
:U>H 88 

1,14,i us 

4,6G4 53 
2,578 7H 
1,81-ll 50 
5,0(i\l 04 

741 (J;l 

l!l7 4(J 
2,4(i4 85 

H~2 ;:m 
l,:·rn\l 45 

55!J OS 
810 17 

Mll 06 
:l(i3 7H 

:l,482 01 
50H 47 
581 10 

2,818 OH 

B,2:'iO 85 

1,ori8 rn 
5;-m m 
401 (}4 
4HJ 84 
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School Fund and Mill Tax-CONTINUED. 

,c 
::::: H 1-i ;:l 

i, f;:;,-ot ;.; d 
Towns. ~ 02~ 8 

0 0 ..... Jg 
.g ..c: ~ _g 0 
w. ifJ. w. 

Glenwoocl Plantation ................................. . 63 $ 145 96 
Gorham ................................................ . 
Gouldsboro ............................................ . 
Grafton .................................................. . 

868 2,010 98 $4,132 99 
5G7 1,313 63 1,100 28 
22 50 97 193 71 

Gmncl Falls Plantation ............................... . 23 53 29 
Grand Isle ............................................... . 490 1,185 23 449 09 
Gray ..................................................... . 
Green hush .............................................. . 

450 1,042 56 1,749 06 
228 551 39 228 68 

Greene ............................... ·.·· ....... ···· .... . 247 572 25 908 92 
Greenfield ............................................... . 73 1B9 13 125 78 
Greenvale Plantation ................................. . rn 37 07 

· Greenville ............ _ ................................... . 2GO 602 37 873 12 
Greenwood .............................................. . 222 514 33 392 24 
Guilford ................................................ . 380 880 38 1,102 82 

Hallowell ................................................ . 
Hamlin Plantation ..................................... . 

819 1,897 4G 4,5GO 13 
225 521 28 201 30 

Hammond Plantation .................................. . 415 104 25 
Hampden ................................................ . 
Hancock ................................................ . 
Hanover ................................................. . 

741 l,71B 75 1,875 59 
41H 970 74 1,014 20 
fH 141 33 228 44 

Harmony ................................................ . 217 502 75 577 37 
Harpswell. .............................................. . 
Harrington .............................................. . 

588 l,3G2 27 l,Gil5 80 
3!).'5 9115 13 759 80 

Harrison ................................................ . 
Hartforcl ................................................. . 

315 729 79 1,208 18 
185 428 61 814 18 

l{}~~~~\ii~: :: : : :: :: :: :: . : ·:~:.::::: ·::: :: : : :::::: :: : : : :: 
Hebron .................................................. . 
Hermon ................................................ . 
Hersey ................. · ......... ············· ..... ······· 

mr.~;;~:~ .~:~'-~~~~:~.~:.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: I 

277 G41 76 l,18G 10 
llS 273 38 189 64 
142 328 1)4 53G 30 
4381 1,014 75 949 00 
75 173 76 175 82 
28 1 f54 87 

342 7[12 34 980 89 
Hoclgclon ................................................ . 
Holclen ................................................... . 

43U 1,010 12 717 85 
173 400 hl 434 36 

Hollis .................................................... . 360 834 05 1,148 99 
I-I ope ........... ··.········································ l'iO 414 70 G22 70 
I-Ioulton ................................................. . 
Howland ............................................... . 

1,305 3,0::!3 42 4,653 21 
ll4 2G4 12 129 84 

Hudson .................................................. . rn1 373 01 312 47 
Hurricane Isle ........................................... . 84 rn4 01 92 79 

Inclustry ................................................. . 175 405 44 324 02" 
Island Falls ............................................. . 100 231 68 306 82 
Isle-an-Haut ............................................. . G4 148 28 171 36 
Islesboroughl·· ....................... · · ................. . 347 803 93 736 04-

Jaekmantown Plantation ............................. . 70 162 18 
,Jackson ................................................ . 146 338 25 492 68 
Jay············· ..... ···································· 
Jefferson ................................................ . 
,Jonesborough ........................................... . 
Jonesport .............................................. . 

453 1,049 51 1,808 06 
402 91>1 ,35 1,410 51 
217 502 75 388 32 
793 1,837 22 945 72 

Kenduskeag ............................................. . 
Kennebunk .............................................. . 

14.0 324 35 462 51 
800 1,853 44 4,904 87 

Kennebunkport ........................................ . 
Kingfield ............................................ ,,, .. , 
I{ingman ............................................... . 
Kingsbury Plantation .................................. . 
Kittery ............... ,·· .. ······························· 
Knox .................................................... . 

6ll 1,415 57 3,438 70 
176 407 76 752 45 
277 641 76 348 45 
79 183 02 

753 1,744 fi5 1,533 05, 
Ul9 4f51 04 625 33 

Kossuth ................................................. . 27 G2 56 no u 
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I 
Lagrange ................................................ . 247 $572 25 $565 04 
Lakeville Plantation .................................. . 47 108 SH 
Lainllert Lake Plantation ............................. . 51 118 16 
Lan1oine ................................................ . 23(i 54H 75 658 48 
Lebanon ................................................ . 
Lee ...................................................... . 

3!l4 Hl2 82 l,Hi8 06 
:~25 752 \)(j '386 28 

Leeds ................................................. . 33ri 78::l 07 \JIB 09 
Letter "E" Plantation ................................. . 1' 18 ;")8 
Levant .................................................. . 2~(; G62 (iO 770 22 
Lewiston .............................................. . 8,258 rn,rn2 10 33,447 36 
Lexington Phm tation .................................. . fil 141 33 172 72 
Liberty .................................................. . 24(, 5fHl HB 74(i 1)4 
Li111eriek ................................................ . 2.)~ ;")~;~ ~B 1,202 79 
LinH,,-tone ............................................... . 350 810 88 414 12 
Lin1ington .............................................. . 31(; 73~ 11 1,015 08 
Lincoln ................................................ . 
Lineoln Plantation ..................................... . 

551 1,27(i 5(i 1,204 58 
21 48 l)(j 

Lineolnville ............................................. . 4:{2 1,000 s:-, 1,076 78 
Linn ens ................................ ···.·· .. · .. · .... ·· 
Lisl>on .................................. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Lit<'hticld .................................. ·. ·· ........ · 
Littleton ................................................ . 
Livern1ore .............................................. . 
Long l,;ln1H11'1antatiou ................................ . 

41(;1 \l(i;) 7!1 fi\lO 60 

1. "" I 
2,H20 30 4,.i08 ii9 

302 (j\)\) (i7 1,058 16 
· B4-2 7H2 :14 743 85 
301 fi!l7 3(1 l,2(i.5 80 

:iri' 1:H :r; 69 H2 
Lovell ................................................... . 2:'il 581 :i2, 1,078 8,5 
Lo,vell .................................................. . 140 324 :-l:'i l!)(j 3:1 
Lubec ............................... ·· ·· ·· · ·· ··········· 7(i!) 1,i8l (i2 !Ill 20 
Lulllow .....•............................................. HO :):!± 3t) 31."i 25 
Lyu1an ................................................... . :!(ia (j()!) :l2 !liiG 66 

1\Tachias ........... -· .................. · ·· .. ··. · · · ··. · · · · 
J\Tnchinsport, ........................................... . 
l\T acwaltoc Plantation .................................. . 
J\fa(l:t"·aska ............................................. . 
J\l:ulison ................................................. . 

7!)81 1,848 801 2,200 77 

4!)11 
1,1:17 5,1 568 16 

8H 1mi 24- 100 li'l 
(382 1,580 Oii 4(i2 53 
G4(i 1,4-Hfi 6fi 2,7DD 02 

1\fa(lrid .................................................. . 1.rn :-l:H HO 1H2 46 
l\I agallo"·ay ............................................. . 1(; 37 07 
1\lanehe,;ter ............................................. . }(j;{ Wii GJ 721 42 
J\lnpleton ............................................... . 32.) 752 \Hi 382 34 
J\Inria;-ille ............................................... . Sri 20;) 87 207 61 
J\farion .................................................. . 44 101 !)4 I'll 77 
l\Tarsllfield ................................ · ·· .. · · · ....... . l:!7 2\l4- 24 171 63 
J\fars liill ................................................ . 342 7!)2 34 473 16 
J\Tasardis ................................................ . 8ii mu !l2 l;"J7 82 
J\fason .................................................. . :11 71 r:2 80 2\l 
Matinicm; fale Plantation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . (i2 143 (j4 G4 82 
I~l a tta 111 iseontis ......................................... . 13 :10 1:2 41 05 
1\Iatta,van1keag ......................................... . 2:{!) :'i.'i:l 71 38,') 76 

~ftJf;t;~~~~ii~·::: ::::: ::: : :: : :: : ::: :: : : :: : : :: : . :: : ::::::: :I 
J\fellforc1 ................................................. . 

fil 118 Hi !l3 07 
51 118 Hi 78 98 

mo 30118 181 57 
1\Ied,vay ................................................. . 
J\Iercer ................... , ............................ . 

18P 435 55 3H3 83 
Hil 373 00 445 31 

J\lerrill Plantation ..................................... . 75 1,3 7(i 177 (j5 
J\lexico .....•.............................. , ... , ........ . 130 312 77 21)0 02 
J\fH liriclge ................................. · .. · ... ·. · · · · · ·, 
J\>Iilford .................................................. . 

(142 1,487 38 1,075 56 
243 562 ()8 5\12 53 

J\fi.lo .................................................... .. 333 771 4!-) 878 92 
J\,filton Plantation ...................................... . 80 185 34 154 89 
J\Iinot .................................................. , .. 4,lS 1,014 75 2,072 69 
Monhegan Plantation .................................. . 
J\fon1nouti, ............................................... . 

3(j 83 40 32 03 
30!) 715 89 1,903 94 

J\fonroe ..................................... ·············· 29H fj85 77 l,02fj 42 
J\fonson .................................................. . 120 973 06 5!J2 97 
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'rowns. 

~l~~t?iii~~::::: :: : : : : :: : : : ·. ·.: :: : : :: :: : : :: : : :: :: : : :: :: : : : : :I 4;rn $1,017 07 
2!1(i (it,:') 77 

Moose River Plantation ............................... . 78 lilO 71 
l\Ioro Plantation ........................................ . H3 21.5 4fi 
l\Iorrill ................................................... . 138 :ml 72 
J\,losc(nv .................................................. . rn1 ,173 00 
l\It. Chase ................................................ . llO 2:i4 85 
l\Iount Desert ........................................... . 4'iH 1, 102 80 
l\It. Vernon ............................................ . mo HO rn 
Naples ................................................... . 
Nashville Plantation .................................... . 

24H ii7fi SS 
20 4(1 34 

Newburg ................................................. . 2.iO :"iii! 20 
New Cana<la I'lantation ................................ . 1·>-... / 2!J4- 24-
Ne,vcastle ............................................... . 33fi 778 4-4 
Ne,vfield ................................................ . 212 4-!)llfi 
Ne,v Glouce,;ter ......................................... . 
New Li1nerick .......................................... . 
Ke,vport ................................................. . 
Ne-w Portland ........................................... . 
Ne,vrv .................................................... . 
New Sharon ............................................. . 
New Sweden Plantation ................................ . 

;)401 801 (,2 

2flll 
H04 G8 

:w4 t-143 :32 
2\J4-

1 
(iSl 14 

H71 
224 73 

.-,:.;;- Hfi4 H2 _,__ j 

27i'> l)H7 12 
Ne,v Vineyard ........................................... . 
Nobleborough ........................................... . 
Norri<lge,vock ........................................... . 
North Ber,vick .......................................... . 
Northfiehl ............................................... . 
North Haven ............................................ . 
Xortbport .............................................. . 
North Yaru1outh ........................................ . 

~w f,12 02 
(i\)\j 67 

4,l8j 1,014 75 1 

5!il 1,21;7 2HI 
M H\l 

~t~l 4:30 !)2 
41'1 ,-:!IJ 

203J 470 32, 
Norway .................................................. . 
No. 1, 1{ 2, W. K. R. Plantation ......................... . 

ma, 2,1.'iH il4 1 

5:il ]22 7\) 

~g: VNI~~~~\~~1~: :: :::: :: : : :::: ::: : ::: :: . :: :: :: :: :: :: : ::I 20[ ~~ ~ti 34 
Ko. 1:-s Plnntation ....................................... . H 20 85 
No. 21 P1antat10n (Wa,;llington County) ............. . 
No. 21 Plantat,ion (Hancock County) .................. . 

3ii i'<l 08 
:W 1,() 24 

No. 33 Plantation ........................................ . 58 1:34 37 

Oakfiel(l Plantation .................................... . 304 704 :n 
Oaklan<l ...........•..................................... 
Olcl Orchanl. ........................................... . 

(i07 1,400 ::o 
146 3,iH 2i'> 

Olcl 'l'own ............................................... . 
Orient ..................................................... . 

1,303 3,018 'if) 
;);) 122 7\l 

Orlancl .................................................. . 4:n !)!)8 i"J4 
Orneville ................................................. . 176 407 i(i 
Orono .................................................... . 

sm::;~:?::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1 

1m 1,mrn rn 
371 8:"ifl i"J4 
80 rni5 34 

252 5~3 ~3 
Oxl)(nv Plantation ...................................... . 32 74 13 
Oxford ................................................... . 40HI H47 57 

Palern10 ................................................. . 
Paln1yra ................................................ . 
Paris .................................................... . 
Park111an ................................................. ' 
Parsonsfiel<l. ........................................... . 

2741 
6H4- 81 

310 718 21 
917 2,124 :)1 
2fiiil (jl3 \l.'i 
:isBI HOl 23 

Passadurukeag .......................................... . llii 2fifl 43 
Patten .................................................. . 3ii2 :-<Vi 51 
Pen1broke ............................................... . 
Penobscot. .............................................. . 

560 l,2!li 41 
40!! !l47 ;ii 

Perllan1 Plantation ..................................... . 18!! 437 87 

$ 722 16 
1,014 21 

161 17 
381 54 
258 9(i 
12ii 3?i 

1,571 05 
985 70 

739 4-6 

793 28 

2,130 90 
1m8 74 

2,513 78 
4i2 78 

1,11:) 51 
1,072 ~Ji) 

271l OH 
1,250 55 

2!!7 62 
548 22 
GH3 G4 

l,(i()(i 08 
2,005 52 

li"i4 04 
41G 74 
(i:il 5(i 

1,0\12 44 
3,2ii7 2(i 

2HO 81 
8,0fi7 15 
1,4-87 2(l 
3,105 45 

141 32 
!liiH 40 
234 2H 

9 023 40 
i:107 4(i 

121 07 
701 28 

1,2fil 04 

577 08 
HJO 78 

3,4!14 03 
580 07 

1,541 (l4 
126 04 
81:i 7H 
875 80 
73G 7H 
:311 !JO 
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;:... E-1 c: §2§ '§ 3 
Q s ~ E 
[/) [/) [/) 

Perkins ................................................. . 
Perkins Plantation ................................. .. 
Perry ..................................................... . 
Peru ................................................... . 
Phillips .................................................. . 

2fil 860 24- $125 27 
2H HO 24-

31HI 84-3 32 7H3 IS 
2,5(} li7H 20 fi72 03 
4-flfl 1, 15H OS 1,4-55 4-4 

PhipJlsburg ............................................. . 4-4-(i l,m3 2H 1,220 15 
Pittsfield ................................................. . 75!i 1,7:'il fJO 2,4-2G H2 
Pittston ................................................ . 3\l:? nos 18 l,25fi 06 
l'ly1nouth ...................................... , · · ·· .... . 
Polan!l .................................................. . 

217 502 75 fi40 7H 
714 l,Hfi4 20 3,123 24-

Portage Lake Plantation ............................. . fj~ 184 37 
Porter .......................................... ······ ... . 318 7BH 74 780 57 
Portland ................................................ . 10,82fl 25,088 fiO 104,481 OH 
rownal. ................................................ . 208 4-81 SH 84-2 40 
Prentiss .................................................. . 14-0 324 35 242 22 
Presque Isle ............................................ . l,Hi7 2,708 71 2,7HH ~8 
Princeton ............................................. . 3D8 H22 Oil :'i28 21! 
Prospect ................................................ . 2Gii (il3 H,5 480 67 

Randolph ............................................... . 295 683 4-fi 889 m, 
Rangeley ................................................ . 2fl2 583 83 4-fil 35 
Rangeley Plantation ................................. . 
Rayu1oncl ................................................ . 

21 48 (;;j 

2HS (i\10 4-01 fil4 13 
Reaclfield ............................................... . 2,57 5fl.5 42 1,3(56 37 
Reed Plantation ........................................ . 91 210 82 
Richmoncl ............................................... . 745 1,726 02 4,fi68 4H 
Ripley .................................................... . 1.58 3GG O;i M6 !J!l 
Robbinston .............................................. . 31.5 72H 71) 33:'i 84-
Ro<'klan(l ............................................... . 2, 18ll fi,071 4(i 12,04-:'i 19 
Rockport ................................................ . 
Ron1e .................................. ········· ······· 

722 1,W72 7:-l 
lfiO 34-7 fi2 1 282 32 

Roque Bluffs ............................................ . 
Roxbury .............................................. . 
Ru1nford ................................................ . 

Saco ..................................................... . 
St. Albans ............................................. . 
St. Francis Plantation ............................... . 
St. George ........................................... . 

GO 13fl 011 
fi2 143 ll4 71l fl2 

30G: 708 94-1 9H8 4G 

1, 772i 4-,lOfi 37 11,881) 4-2 
34-71 803 ml 1,212 fl4 
IR\11 4-87 R7 107 13 
R'7B1 2,(1,)4- 1fi 1,239 61 

St. ,John Plantation .................................... . 
Salen1 ................................................... . '); 2n4 24 

lfii 54 l(](i 4-4-
Sanford ................................................ . 
Sangerville. . . ........................................ . 

l,fi30 3,77H 3~ 3,23() 58 
853 817 82 1,2:!fi M 

Scarborough ............................................ . 
Searsn1ont .............................................. .. 
Searsport ................................................ . 
Sebago ................................................... . 
Sebe<' ..................................................... . 
Seboeis .................................................. . 

::;I 1,20\l 37 2,262 18 
7SO 7H 1,orn 24-

48fl 1, 132 Ill 2,;il7 fJO 
237 Mfl08 477 !H 

~~· 518 117 41)7 17 
~;) 72 

Seclg,vick ................................................ . 3fi3 841 00 fi,'i3 4-ll 
Shapleigh ................................................ . 2m ll7fi fiO 70fl 70 
Sheru1an ................................................ . 33:.l, 71ifl 17 4-(il 84-
Shirley ................. · ................................. . 100 2;n fl8 20H 4-6 
Sidney ................................................... . 32.5 7fr2 $)(; 1,6!U !JO 
SilYer Ri(lge Plantation ................................ . (i4 148 2fi 1rn 4-n 
Sko,vhegan .............................................. . 
Sn1ithfiel(l .............................................. .. 

l,4-!i7 3,3\!8 7fi 11,077 11:1 
127 2!l4- 24 3fi8 H5 

Srr1yrna .................................................. . 
Solon .................................................... . 
Ro1nPrYille .............................................. . 
South RPr"·ick ......................................... . 
Southport ...........•..................••••.............. 
South rrho1nasto11 .............................. ,, ....... . 
Springfiel(l .............................................. . 

JJ;I 273 38 2:"Ji 5:"l 
w:~ ~2 1,0(;7 13 

"'"I 
3m 54 2fi2 20 

1,04-0 2,4-0!l 4-7 3,110 4-9 
lfil :~4H 84- 824- 21 

~iitl 1,237 171 90fl 4-2 
fi:'il 3n 385 4-ll 

I 
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Stacyville Plantation .................................. . 
Stanclii:!h ............................................... . 
Starks .................................................. . 
Stetson ................................................. . 
Steuben .............................................. . 
Stockton Springs ...................................... . 
Stoneham .............................................. . 
Stow .................................................. . 

~~W0~~::: :::: :: :: :: :: : : :: :: :: :: : : :: :: : : :: :: : : :: : . :: :: : : 
Summit Plantation ..................................... . 
Sumner ................................................ . 
Surry .................................................... . 
Swan's Ishtnll Plantation ............................. . 
Swanville ............................................. . 
Sweden ............................................... .. 

~~~~~~·:.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : : : : : : : : : 
The Jforki:! Plantation .................................. . 
Thomaston ............................................. .. 
Thorndike ............................................. . 
Topsfield .............................................. .. 
Topsha1n ................................................ . 
Tremont ................................................ . 
Trenton ................................................ . 
Trescott ............................................... . 
Troy .................................................... . 
Turner ......................................... ·· .... ·, 

Union .................................................. . 
Unity ................................................... . 
Unity Plantation ...................................... . 
Upton .................................................... . 

Van Buren .............................................. . 
Vrtnceboro ............................................. . 
Vassal borough .......................................... . 
Veazie ..................................... ,·············· 
Verona .................................................. . 
Vienna ................................................... . 
Vinalhaven.: ........................................... . 

Wade Plantation ....................................... . 
Waite .......................................... ··········· 
Waldo ........................................... ·· · ·· · · · 
Walcloboro ............................................... . 
Wales ...................... ·· ····· ···· · · ··· ··· · ·· · · ·· ·· 
Wallagrass Plantation ............................... .. 
vValtha1u ............................................... . 
Warren .................................................. . 
Washburn ....................... , ....................... . 

!;m~£f.~~~ :: :::::::: :: :: :: :·: :: : : :: :: :: : : :: :: :: :: :: : : : 
vVaterville ............................................ ·,. 
Wayne ................................................... . 
Webster ....................................... ·· .... ····· 
Webster Plantation .................................... . 
Weld ..................................................... . 

; :n~~~~-~:::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
;:~lei~th::: :: :: : : ::: : :: : : :: :: :: : : :: : : ::: : :: :: :: : ·:: :: : : : 

ai 
;..; 
d 

0 
.=I 
0 

UJ 

79 
4t38 
240 
165 
308 
342 
122 
107 
194 
421 

23 
246 
329 
227 
224 
103 

46 
128 

44 
958 
192 
130 
3H5 
715 
152 
202 
2G7 
521 

386 
286 

24 
SS 

5G2 
2H6 
65'.J 
175 
112 
162 
884 

79 
73 

207 
})94 
140 
324 

77 
643 
424 

· 387 
395 
270 

2,369 
206 
265 

59 
281 
ISO 
629 
70 
90 

2 ~ :::: 

:~~ 
0 - .... 
od~ 
~ .... 
Q I"< 

UJ 

$ 183 03 
1,084 26 

556 03 
382 27 
713 57 
7!12 34 
282 65 
247 90 
449 46 
975 38 
53 29 

56~) 93 
7G2 23 
525 92 
518 97 
238 63 

106 57 
2~)6 515 
101 94. 

2,2Hl Ml 
444 82 
301 18 
915 13 

l,fi5B 50 
3f12 15 
467 99 
fil8 59 

1,207 06 

894 28 
(j{j2 601 

ii5 GO 
203 87 

1,302 04 
685 77 

1,526 77 
405 44 
259 48 
375 32 

2,048 05 

183 03 
lfi9 13 
479 58 

2,302 90 
324 35 
750 65 
178 40 

1,48!') 70 
982 33 
896 60 
915 13 
625 54 

5,488 49 
477 26 
613 95 
136 6H 
651 01 
417 02 

1,457 27 
162 18 
208 51 

>i 
d 

E-, 

3 
~ 
rt) 

$1,778 92 
800 23 
674 55 
505 86 
878 55 
183 82 
332 so 
687 69 

1,725 21 

761 49 
587 04 
262 87 
409 77 
374 14 

195 23 
403 17 

5,102 31 
729 85 
225 16 

2,162 32 
1,754 76 

398 22 
158 29 
747 61 

2,107 86 

1,709 23 
1,144 83 

50 51 
l(i9 60 

577 49 
5()7 74 

2,652 15 
474 01 
191 34 
448 92 

1,397 02 

115 05 
481 11 

3,299 91 
569 65 
137 61 
217 33 

2,407 01 
594 89 
895 53 

1,024 02 
861 32 

15,041 41 
781 21 

1,Hll 82 

601 54 
302 52 

1,698 05 
145 62 
528 07 
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1Vesthrook ............................................... . 
1Vestfielcl Plantation ................................... . 
\Vest Forks Plantation ................................. . 
West Garcliner ......................................... . 
,veston .................................................. . 
,vestport ............................................. .. 
1Vhitefield ............................................... . 
,v11iting ................................................. . 
,v11itneyville....... . ................................... . 
1Villia111sburg ......................................... . 
,villhnantic ............................................. . 
,vnton ................................................... . 
,vintlh:nn ................. ' .............................. . 
,vindsor ................................................ . 
,vinn .................................................... . 
,vinSlO\\", ......... ,., . ·, .. , .. ,,, ......................... . 
\Vinterport .............................................. . 
1Yinterville Plantation ................................. . 
\'Vh1throp ............................................... . 
\Viscasset ................................................ . 
,voo<llan<1. ............................................ .. 
,vootlstock ............................................. . 
,vooc1ville Plantation ................................. . 
\Voohvich......... . . . . . .............................. . 

·Yannontll ............................................. . 
1:Tork .................................................... . 

Wild Lands. 
Aroostook County ..................................... . 
:Franklin " .................................... . 
Ilancock ...................................... · 
O:xfonl ..................................... . 
Penobscot ..................................... . 
Jli,;cntaquis " , · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Son1en;et ...................................... . 
,rashington " ..................................... .. 

Timber and Grass on Resen•ecl Lands. 
Aroostook County ..................................... . 
J<~ranklin " .................................... . 
Jlancock ...................................... . 
Oxford ..................................... . 
Penol)scot ...................................... . 
Piscataquis '' ..................................... . 
So1uerset ............................ . 
\Vashington " .................................... .. 

2,395 
70 
1'18 
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174 
15± 
873 
162 
rnz 
i'i(j 

]8(j 

4H2 
(i08 
258 
:w1 
(i04 
G13 

5(il 5l(i 
MO 
,l70 
2(i01 

2~~\ 
.5:1111 ,m 

I 

$5,548 72 
1(52 18 
134 37 
544 44 
408 rn 
85G 7\J 
864 17 
375 32 
30.':i 80 
129 74 
31.5 08 

1,070 3(i 
1,3ffi' 08 

5!!7 73 
850 2(i 

1,31l\J 35 
1,4-20 20 

12\l 74 
1,1!)5 47 
1,2:il 07 

8;)7 22 
(502 37 
208 51 
67H 50 

l,24H 71i 
1,683 84 

75 

$8,967 39 

848 27 
143 66 
280 15 

1,229 40 
246 86 
l!Jl 91 
82 84. 

305 46 
l,!JOO 80 
2,888 48 

775 82 
532 44 

1,853 97 
1,701 78 

3,700 22 
1,762 75 

471 42 
583 84 
153 63 

1,427 35 

3,45fl 78 
3,386 32 

14,542 35 
2,\l41 01 
1,!l8!) 97 
2,40H 76 
4,!i18 7G 

rn,373 ss 
9,714 1!6 
3,115 09 

318 58 
H7 91 
41 58 
51 HS 
b7 80 

2\J9 13 
20!) 98 
66 22 



76 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

RECAPITULATION BY COUNTIES. 

Counties. 

Androscoggin ....................................... . 
Aroostook ........................................... . 
Curn berlancl. ........................................ . 
Franklin ....................... , .................... . 
Hancock ............................................ . 
Kennebec ........................................... . 
Knox ................................................ . 
Lincoln ............................................. . 
Oxford ............................................... . 
Penobscot ........................................... . 
Piscataquis ......................................... . 
Sagadahoc ......................................... . 
Sornerset .............................. , .......... , .. . 
Waldo ............................................... . 
Washington ......................................... . 
York .................... , ............................ . 

00 
;:... 
c; 

s 
0 
U2 

16,396 
0 0 4·>x 
21:n~1 
5,161 

12,743 
15,978 
9,6lf> 
6,i8H 
9,270 

21,904 
4,911 
5,850 
H,1!43 
8,413 

16,510 
18,(;12 

210,5H4 

~ 
~ 5 ~r::t 

88a 
.c ~ <:.) 

U2 

$3J,j)~~ ~? 
4, .. U, a2 
G4,82G 2!J 
ll,H5G 9H 
2\l,522 H4 
37,0li 78 
22,27G 00 
1:\ 728 73 
21,47G 70

1 

50,~)55 G31 
11,377 80 
13,5,j3 2Gi 
23,035 !JO, 
rn,491 20[ 
38,2.50 ;;2 
43,1:W 22 

$~;03 ~8) 

1-i 
oe 

E-i 

s 
E 
U2 

$6!l,589 74 
42,,jll 4,5 

li!J,107 30 
20,614 93 
44,420 40 
85,153 41l 
3fi,2i0 9b 
21,147 92 
31,8G3 77 
78,592 9!l 
25,971 rn 
31,289 7!1 
48,350 80 
28,292 37 
32,470 82 
76,093 9H 

$851,741 90 



Free High School Statistics. 



FREE HIGH SCHOOL STATISTICS. 

Towns. Districts. 
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RETURNS FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE l, 1892. 
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Alfred ............ , ... · ··· · · ··· · · · · · 
Andover ...............•........... 
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S 5:i, -i!l' 5."i 41 2,il 201 7 - - H 

28, !)',[ 301 341 B41 :i41 231, 121 - I - I HI 
:1:,1 1:m 102 1:w 12:1 1:.w1 s4-I 45! - so rn 
B2 471 Ml mJI ml rnJ 4-I rn , s rnl 

I 
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23 
3'2 

I 

rn:•3

1

. 84 
,1 
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,) 

!1,I 
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}I 
(ii 20 

30 

~a! 
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;)I 

Y9 _·~1 
1 

101 
4-21 
11,I 
IB 
w 

(j 

u 
15 

81 

5 
2 
5 
1 
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15 
1 
3 
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2 
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Bowdoin .................•.•.....• 
Bowdoinha1n . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 
Bradley ........................... . 
Bradford ......... No. 10 .......... . 
Brewer ........................... . 
Bridgton ........................ . 
l1ristol ........................... . 
Brooklin ......................... . 
Brooks ........... Nos. 1, 2 ....... . 
Brovn1ville .................... . 
Brunsv.·ick ....................... . 
Buckfield ....................... . 
Hucks port ....... ~o. 1 ......... . 
Burnham ......... No. 7 .....•...•.. 
Buxton .......................... . 
Calais ........................... . 
Ca1nden .......... l\Iegunticook .. 
Canaan ........... ~o. 8 ........... . 
Canton ........................... . 
Cape Elizabeth .................. . 
Caribou ......................... . 
Casco ............. Ko. ti •••••••.••• 
Castine ........................... . 
Castle Hill ........................ . 
Cherryfield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Chester........... . .............. . 
Chesterville ...................... . 
China ............. No. 4 ••..••.••••. 
China ............. No. 13, 14-, 17 ... . 
Clinton ............................ . 
Columbia Falls ................... . 
Corinth ........... No. Ul .......... . 
Cornish ............................ . 
Cun1berland ...................... . 
Danforth ......................... . 
Deer Isle .......................... . 
Deering ........................... . 
Denny,rville ...................... · · 
Dexter ............................ . 
Dixfield ......... No. 1 ........... . 
Dixrnont ........... 

1

!S,o. 2 ........... . 
Dover ...................... ···· ·· · 
East Livern1ore ................. . 
East Machias .... No. 1 ......... .. 
Easton ........... ················ 
Eastport ..... , · · , · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

100 00 
585 00 
204 00 
11-<0 00 
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a4a 00 
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RETURNS FOR THE YEAR ENDING JuNE lsT, 1892-Continued. 
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LAWS OF lv1AINE 

RELATING TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 
As m Effect till l\Iarch I, r 894. 

[XOTE-Owiug to t11e ra<1iC'a1 e1urngL·,-; made in the ,-;("]wo11a,Y of t11e State by tlH' 
1n·oyisions of elrn11ter ::Hi of the Public Law,; of 18!lH, aml to the fact thnt tho:-;e 
cllnnges L1o not take effeet until :\Iarelt 1, 1~!!4, it has lwt·n deernc<1 best to post
pone pnl>lieation of a red,.;t'tl 1rn111ph1et ('(1itiun of the la,Y till a later <late. Hut 

that se11ool oflkers rnny 110t l>l' "·it110nt a eo11:,· of the lawns in foree till March 1, 

the follcn\'ing partial redsion lrns 1Jeen 11rn<ll'.J 

DUTIES O:F TOWNS. 

* [SECTWN 1. A town at its annual meeting, or at a Town:-; mny 
- , <1etPl'llllllC the 

meeting called for that purpose, may determme the mun- 1~m~1ber arnl 

b l 1. · f h I: 1 l' ' h ' b t h lnnit:-; of er anc 11n1ts o t e sc 100 c 1stncts t ere1n, u t ey s(·!1001,1is-

shall not be alteren, discontinued or annexed to other'3, tn<:t-,. 

except on tlie written recommendation of the municipal 
officers and superintending school committee. accom-
panied hy a statement of facts, and on conditions 
proper to preserYe the rights and obligations of the 
inhabitants; but when in the judgment of the board, 
consisting of the municipal officers and school commit-
tee or supervisor, the number of scholars in any dis-
trict becomes too few for the profitable expenditure of 
the money apportioned thereto, said board may suspend 
the school in said district and cause such money to be sc-1wol in a 

expended for the benefits of said scholars in the tlbtrict rnay 
' be suspern1et1. 

adjoining district or districts. Said board shall make 
a record of its decision in relation to such sehool in 
said small district, sign the same and cause it to be 
recorded by the town clerk ; and such decision shall 

*He11ealetl after l\Iar. 1, 1894, l\Y Chap. ~rn. Public Ln,Ys of lSH:l. 
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remain in force until annulled by vote of the town, or 
by the actiou of a subsequent board. Said board may 
reserve not more than half of the money appropriated 

How paTt of to such districts, to be expended, in their discretion, 
money maybe 
usecl. for the conveyance of the scholars to and from school. J 
Remote parts * [SEC. 2. Any portion of a town too remote to be 
f!7tt~1. annexed to existing districts, and not having popula

tion sufficient to form a separate district, may be omitted 
in districting the town. J 

T'owns may * [SEC. 3. A town may abolish he school districts 
~Ps1i~i~~s~chool therein, and shall thereupon forthwith take possession 

of all the school-houses, lands, apparatus, and other 
property owne<l and used for school purposes, which 
districts might lawfully sell and convey. The property 

Prope:rty
1
to be so taken shall be appraised under the direction of the 

appra1sec. 
town, and at the next annual asessment a tax shall be 
levied upon the wllole town, equal to the whole amount 
of said appraisal, or such part thereof as the town shall 

T0,:s: ther.efor vote, and the remainder of said appraisal, if any, shall 
to be levie<l on . 
town. be levied by tax upon the whole town at the second and 

third annual assessments thereafter, or at the second 
alone, as the town shall vote, and there shall be remitted 

-~o be re- . to the tax payers of each district the said appraised 
nnttecl to clls-
trict for prop- value of its property thus taken, in the same propor
erty t0,ken. 

tion, annually, as tbe tax therefor shall be levied, or 
the difference in the value of the property of the several 
districts may be adjusted in any other manner agreed 

Certain J?O"'.'-. upon by the parties in interest. Upon tbe abolition or 
ersarn1lla1nh- 1. . f :i· t · •t d ties of clis- c 1scontrnuance o any CllS net, 1 s corporate powers an 
tricts con- 1. .1. . t" f b f th tinue. iab1 1t1es con mue so ar as may e necessary or e 

enforcement of its rights and duties. 
·whenever any town shall have abolished ifs s12hool 

districts, as provided in section three of chapter eleven 
of the revised statutes, such action shall be held to 
abolish all union districtR formec1 by said town in con
cnrrence with other towns as provided in section seYenty
one of said chnpter, and all districts which may have 
been specially chartered by act of legislature. In case 
of the abolition of any such union district, when the 
school-house belonging thereto is situate within the 
town abolishing, such town shall take possession of said 

*Repealed after :Jfarcll l, 1894, by Cl.mp. 216 of Public La.ws of 1893. 
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house with all the appurtenances thereunto belonging, 
as in case of districts wholly within the town, but shall 
pay to the town or towns in which is situated. the other 
part or parts of such district, for the benefit and use of 
such other part or parts, a sum equal to such portion 
of the value of said house and appurtenances as such 
part or parts shall be in equity entitled to, the same to 
be determined by agreement of the municipal officers of 
the towns out of which such union district bas been 
formed, or in case such officers cannot so agree, by a 
board of referees by them agl'eed upon. In case the 
school-house belonging to such union district is not 
within the town abolishing, said town shall pay to the 
inhabitants of its part of said district, by abatement 
upon their taxes, a sum equal to their equitable interest 
in such school-house and appurtenances, the same to 
be determined by the municipal officers of said town. 
·whenever any town shall have abolished its school dis
tricts, such districts shall not be re-established within 
the three years ne:s:t therea~ter. J 

87 

*[SEC. 4. A town, at its annual meeting, may choose Towns ma,y 

its school agents ; and vacancies may be filled as in case choose agents. 

of other town officers not chosen by ballot. J 
*[SEC. 5. A town, at its annual meeting, may em~ Town may au-

power the school db trict aaents instead of the su1Jerin- thorize agents o to e1nploy 
tending school committeP, to employ the teachers, and teachers. 
when such power is gr::rntPd to said agents it shall remain 
in force until otherwise ordered by a vote of the town 
at its annual meeting J 

SE1]. 6. Every town shall raise and e:s:pend, annu- Towns to raise 
h l . l . f for schools SO ally, for the suppo1tof sc oo s therern, e:s:c usive o theceutsperin-

income of a.ny corporate school fund, or of any grant habitant. 
from the revenue or funds from the state, or of any 
voluntary donation, devise or bequest, or or any for-
feitme accruing to the use of schools, not less than 
eighty cents for each inhabitant, according to the 
census by which representatives to the legislature were 
last apportioned, under penalty of forfeiting not less -penalty. 
than twice nor more than four times the amount of its 
deficiency. 

*Repealell after i'lfarch 1, 189-!, by Chap. ~lG, Public Laws of 18H3. 
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School fund SE.c. 7. ·when the governor and council have reason 
and mill tax b 1. . 
to be witbhelcl to e 1eve that a town has neglected to raise and expend 
from delin- t·h h 1 ' 1 b 1 f · Lf 11 quent towns. e sc oo money reqmrec y aw, or a1tu u y to ex-

pend the school m'..:ney received from the state, they 
shall direct the treasurer of state to withhold further 
payment to sucb town from the state school fund and 
mill tax unti~ such town satisfies them that it has 
expended the full amount of school money re- quired by 
law. 

Towns shall *SEC. 8. Towns shall provide school books for the 
r~i~;~nooks, use of the pupils in their public schools, at the expense 
&c. of said town ; and all moneys raised and appropriated 

for that purpose, shall be assessed like other moneys. 
Distribution *S..&.c. 9. School committees shall make such rules 
ancl preserva- l l . l 
tion of. anc regu at1ons not repugnant to aw, as they deem 

proper, for the distribution and preservation of school 
books and appliances furnished at tbe expense of the 
town. 

School books, SEC. 10. When a pupil in the public school loses, 
damages for ~ t 'l · · h h · 1 b k injur~ng or cle- oes rays, or unnecessan y lDJnres any sue sc oo oo 
stroy1ng, bow 1. f · h d h ·1 t tt. ~ recoverec1 of or app iance, urrns e SU<.: pup1 a ue expense or 
parent, &c. · l t h' t a· h 11 b t'fi ~ l saic own, 1s parenv or guar ian s a e no 1 eCt, anc 

if the loss or damage is not made good to the satisfac
tion of sucb committee within a reasonable time, they 
shall report the case to the assessors, who shall include 
in the next town tax of the delinquent parent or 
guardian the value of the book or appliance so lost, 
destroyed or injured, to be assessed and collected as 
other town faxt-s 

Cities and SEC. 11. Any city or town may annually make pro
~~~~i fi;.?n_in- vision for free instruction in industrial or mechanical 
dustrial or 
mechanical 
drawing, ancl 
may support 
evening 
schools. 

clra wing, to perrnns over fifteen years of age, either in 
day or evening schools, under direction of the superin
tending school committee. tCities and towns may 
raise and appropriate lll'lney for the support of evening 
schools in addition to the sum they raise for the sup
port of common schools. Said evening schools shall 
admit persons of any age, shall teach only the element
ary branches and sllall be under the direction and 
supervision of the local school board. 

*As amemletl, 1SS9. In effect August l, 1890. tAct of 1889. 



APPENDIX. 89 

*[SEC. 12. Tbe assessors and superintending school Apportion-
. rnent of school 

-committee, or school supervisors of towns, may annu- money among 
. f ll . the smaller a1ly apportion twenty per cent o a money required to districts in the 

. . . i;everal towns 
be ra1sed by sect10n s1x, and twenty per· cent of all &c. ' 

money received from the state for schools, except 
money received under section twenty-eight, among the 
districts in the several towns, in such manner as in 
their judgment shall give to the smaller districta, as 
nearly as may be, an equal opportunity for a common 
school education. J 

SEC. 13. The assessors or municipal officers of each Certificate of 
cities towns 

town, shall, on or before the first clay of each May, &c.t-~1Jere-' 

k . d f h l turnecl an-ma e to the state supermten ent o common sc oo s, a nuaJly to state 

certificate, under oath, embracing the following items: supt. 

I. The amonn t voted by the town for common Amount voted 

1 
~· 1 . by t0\\'11, 

schoo s at prececlrng annua meetrng. 
II. The amount of school moneys payable to the -payable 

from state. 
town from the state treasury during the year ending 
wiLh the first clay of the preceding April. 

III. The amount of money actually expended for -expencled 
. for schools. 

-common schools dunng the last school year. 
IV. Tbe amount of school moneys unexpended, -une:s:pem1ecl 

whether in the town treasury or in the bands of di.strict 
2.gents. 

V. Answers to such other inquiries as are pr sented 
to secure a full an:::1 complete statement of school re,"enues 
-and expenditures. 

SEc. 14. The state superintendent shall prepare and Blanks fnr

iurnish to the town officers such blanks as he deems ri~~~: to 

proper to secure the fiscal returns required in the pre-
ceding section. He shall return to the treasurer of state Supt. to make 

. return to state 
-0n the first day of July, annually, a hst of such towns treasurer. 

-as have made such fiscal returns; and no school moneys l\Ioney ,.-ith-

b 11 b · ~ b h f held from de-s a · e parn y t e treasurer o sta e to any town, so 1inqnent 

1 . t 1 t t k h t towns. ong as 1 neg ec s o ma e sue re urns. 
*[S1w_ 15. When a school agent fails to return, in Duties of 

April, the number of persons in his district between ~si;:;s~~!nt 
. fails to return 

four and twenty-one years of age, exclusive of those scholars. 

-coming from other places to which they belong, to aLtend 
a college or academy, or to work in a factory tber<:'in, 
the assessors of the town shall cause an enumeration 

*Repealed after l\Iarch 1, 1S94, by Chap. 21G, Public Laws of 1893. 
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Their duty iu thereof to be made. They shall annually apportion to 
apportioning 
money. each district, and to any inhabitant:::i uot embraced in a 

district, the money so raised, and all funds derived 
from any source for the support of public schools in 
their town, in proportion to tbe number of scholars 
aforesaid. J 

Excess, how * [SEC. 16. A town raising more- money than is. 
appropri::ttecl. required by section E:ix, m~y, by vote, direct the excess 

to be apportioned to the several districts, as the assess
ors and superintending school committee determine. J 

School money SEC. 17. No money appropriated by law for public 
ti:u~~icl by schools shall be paid from the treasury of any town, 

-how 
avouchecl. 

Town to 
choose super
in te1H1ing 
school com
mittee or su
pervisor. 

except upon the written order of its municipal officers; 
and no such order shall be drawn by said officers,. 
except upon presentation of a properly avouched bill 
of items. 

~EC. 18. Every town shall cboose by ballot at its 
annual meeting. a superintending school committee of 
three, unless already done, to hold office as provided in 
section eighty-six, and shall fill vacancies arising therffn 
at each subsequent annual meeting or shall, in the same 
manner, choose a supervisor of schools, who shall per
form the duties of said committee ; and his election 
shall terminate the office of all members of such corn-

Sex 
110 

test of mittee. No person is ineligible to the office of super
eligibility. visor of schools, or of superintending school committee, 

on account of sex. 
Committees *[SEC 19. Tbe superintending school committee 
~:1~yof1n~~f;t may appoint one of their number, who shall have all the 
number. power and perform all the duties specified in items five 

and twelve of section eighty-sei:;en. J 
Neglect to SEC. 20. A town failing to elect members of su~er
cll.oosc com- intendinO' school committee* [or supervisor J as required 1111ttee or sup- o , 
ervisor. by law, forfeits not less than thirty nor more than two 

hundred dollars. 
Right to at- tSEc. 21. The age of pupils allowed to attend the 
~~1~~!~~001 public schools of this state is hereby fixed between the 

ages .of five and twenty-one years of age. Any person 
between the age of. five and twenty-one years living at 
any light station not embraced within the limits of any 

*Repealecl after l\Iarcll l, 18fl4, by Chap. 216, Public Laws of 1893. 

u~s amended by chapters lli2 and Hlfl, Public Laws of 1S\J3. 
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school district, shall be admitted to any public school 
in this state without paying tuition. Such scholars 
shall be entitled to all privileges and benefits, and be 
subject to the same conditions, rules and regulations as 
scholars residing in the district in which they at end 
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school Towns may make such by-laws, not repug- Towns to 

t 1 . l b" l l h"l l make by-laws nan to aw, concernmg 1a 1tua truants, anc c 1 c ren eoncerning 

b t . d f t 1. truant:,;. e ween six an seventeen years o age not a tem mg 
school. without any regular and lawful occupation, and 
growing up in ignorance, as are most conducive to their 
welfare and the good order of society; and may annex 
a suitable penalty, not exceeding twenty dollars, for-penalty. 
any breach thereof; but such by-laws must be first 
approved by a judge of the supreme judicial court. 

SEC. 22. Such towns shall at their annual meetin<Y Who :-:h(lll 
' 0 ' e0111pla111 of 

appoint one or more persons, who alone shall make vio.lntion of 
l)y-lnw:,;. 

complaints for violations of said by-laws, and shall 
execute the judgments of the magistrate. 

SEc. :!3. S~id magistrate, in p'ace of fine, may order Trnant chil-

l 'l l l · · , dren in ,mita-
C 11 c ren provec to be growing up m truancy, ancl with- 11Jp in:,;titn-

out the benefit of the education provi<led for them by tion:,;. 

law, to be placed for such periO(l-, as he thinks expedi-
ent, in the institution of instruction, house of reforma-
tion, or other suitable situation proYidecl for the pul'-
pose under section twenty-one. 

*COl\IPULSOlff El>t;C~\TIU.X. 

SF.c. 24. Every person lrnsing nrnler ins control a Children lie
tween .n"e" of 

child between the ages of eight and fifteen years, shall 8 and Li 
O 

, . yenr,- :,;h:111 at-
annnally cant,e such cl11ld to attend, for at least sixteen tend pn1)!ic 

-;('}1001 •tt lea"-t 
weeks, some public school, which time shall be cliYi<led, in wpeJ~,., an-,, 

. l f 1 1 · 11 11 llll:tll \'. so tar as t~1e arrangement o sc 100 terms ,vi a ow. · 
into two terms each of eight c0nsecutive weeks, and for 
every neglect of such dnty, the persrm offending shall 
forftit a sum not exceeding t·wenty-ffre dollars to the -iwnnlty for 

• • 1H! 0 '1Pet treasurer of the city or town for the use of the public O 
• 

schools in such city or town; but if such child has been 
otherwise furnished for a like period of time with the 
means of education, equal to that taught in the common 
schools of the state, or if Lis physical or mental con-
dition is such as to prevent attendance at school or 

*Aet of 1887. 
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-when ]lenal- application to study, such penalty shall not be incunecl. 
tv shall not be''"' .1 1. , f bl' l 1 · i1\eurretl. vullc ren Lnng remote rom any pu IC sc 100 lll the 

town in which they resi<le may be allowed to attend the 
Chilc1ren 11rny 
attend selHHll pnblic schools in an adjoining town under such rt1gula-
i~,~:;~~oining tions anc1 on such terms as the school committees of 

Cities Hll(l 
towns ,-Jrnll 
el1'd truant 
oflic:ers. 

-Llnties. 

Penalty for 
neglect. 

saitl towns agree upon and prescribe, anr! the school 
committee of the town in which such children reside 

shall prly the snm agreed upon out of the appropriations 
of money raised in ::mid town for school pnq)oses. 

*-Sm. 2.5. Cities and towns shall annually elect one 

or more persons, to be designated truant omcers, who 
shall inqnire into all cases of neglect of the duty pre
scribed in section one, (Sect. 24,) and ascertain the 

reasous therefor, and shall promptly report the same to 

the superintencling school committee, and such trnant 

oiiicers, or any one of them, shall, when so c1irectec1 by 
the Sl'hool committee or superYisor in writing, prose

cute, in tlrn name of the city or town, any person liable 

to the penalty proYicled in saicl section; anc1 said offi-

cers shnll liaYe power, and it shail be their cluty, when 

notified by any teacher, that any pnpil is irregnlar in 
at1 emhnce., to arrest and take such pupil to school 
when founcl trnant; a1Hl further, it shall be the duty of 
such oflicers to enforce the provisions of sections one 
lrnnclred fourteen to one hundred sixteen, inclusive, of 
chapter ekven of tlie revised statutes. En~ry city or 
town neglecting to elect truant officers, and truant offi
cers neglecting to prosecute when clirecte(l, as required 
by law, shall forfeit not less than ten nor more than 

fifty dollars to tbe use of the public schools in the city 

or town neglecting as aforesaid, or to the use of the 
public school-, in the city or town where such truant 

<Jornpen,-ation oflicer resides. The municipal officers shall fix the 
~~i~!·~rnut ofli- compensation of the truant oflicers elected as prescribed 

in this section. 

Boys of c:er- SEC 26. Every boy between the ages of ten and fif-
taii1 nge,- re- t l f t tt l l 1 · 1 • fu,;ing to at- een years w 10 re uses o a en( sc 100 as reqmrect 1n 
t~:1~~~/f 1~~0 \fi section one ( Sect. i4) and wbo may be found wandering 
form ,;c:hool. about the streets or public places of any city or town 

during the school hours of the school day, while the 
school of 'which he is legally a scholar is in session, on 

'l<s\s null'rnle(l hy Chap. :.?Oli, PnlJlie Laws of lt<D;J, 
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complaint of the truant officers as provided in sect;on 
three (Sec. 25), shall be committed to the State Re- -provit,o. 

form School ; provided, however, that it shall be the 
duty of every truant officer previous to making com-
plaint under this section, to notify the truant or ab-
sentee from school, also the person having him under 
control, of the offence committed and the penalty there-
for, and if the truant otncer can obtain satisfactory 
pledges that the child will conform to section one of this 
act, he shall forbear to prosecute so long as such 
pledges are faithfully kept. 
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SEC. 27. Police or municipal courts and trial justices ~t~~1ieci~l~n 
shall have juriidiction of the offences ch·scribed in sec-
tions twenty-four, twenty-five and twenty-six. 

FREE HIGH SCHOOLS. 

SEC. 28. Anv town which establishes and maintains State ai<l to 
v free hio·h 

a free high school as provided by this section and the school~ 

seven following, for at least ten weeks in any one year, 
shall, on complying with the conditions hereinafter set 
forth, receiYe from the state one-half the amount actu-
ally expended for instruction in said school, not exceed- -amount. 

ing two hundred and fifty dollars ; provided, that no town Proviso. 

shall receiye such state aid unless its appropriation and 
expenditure for such school, has been exclusive of the 
amounts required by law for common school purposes. 
Such ai<i shall be paid from the state treasury on anu How pai<.l. 

after the first day of each December, upon certification 
hy the governor and council as provided by section 
tllirty-five. But whenever a town or district desires to 
draw its state aid semi-annually. it shall be paid on and 
after the first days of June and December; provided, PrC>viso. 

that the superintending school committee of such town 
makes, semi-annually, before said days, the report 
required in section thirty-five. 

SEC. 29. Anv town may establish and maintain not Free high 
v schools, any 

exceeding two free high schools; and in such case shall town may es-
. . tabli::;h two. 

receive the same state aid as 1f the expenchtures of both 
schools had been made for one. Two or more adjoin in er -mljoining O towns nrny 
towns may unite in establishing and maintaining a free ~i~i~~~Ytin 
high school, and both shall receive the same state aid as 
if such school had been maintained by one town. So 
long as any town declines to avail itself of the foregoing 
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-school db- provisions, any school district, or union of districts 
tri cts HUI\' CS- • . • • • • 
ta1>11s11. · therem, may establish and mamtam a free high school, 

-pro.-iso. 

aml rE'ceive state aid the same as the town might have 
clone ; prnvidecl, that no more than two such free high 
schools shall be estabfo,hed in any town, and that the 
amount of aid extended to the c1 stricts in any town shall 
not exceed the snrn that the town might have received. 

-rulioi11i11g- Two or more acljoinin!! school districts in different towns 
school di,.;- ' <._., 

tricbintliffcr- may establisli and maintain a union free bigh school, 
ent to,n1s 
may e:-tablish and, with the consent of both towns, may receive a pro-

'I.'o,Yn ... sl1all 
rceein.' all(! 
expend dona
tions :tlHl l>e
que,-,ts. 

portioual part of such aid, to be determined as provided 
by section thrty-five, but in no case to exceed the 
amount that either town might have received. Towns 
shall receive in trust antl . faithfully expend gifts and 
bequests made to aid in the maintenance of free high 
schools, and shall receive aid in such cases to the same 
extent and on the same conditions as if such schools bad 
been established and maintained by taxation; and any 
town or district shall receive such state aid on any 
expenditure for a free high school or schools, made from 
the funds or proceeds of the real estate of an academy 
or incorporated institution of learning, surrendered or 
transferred to such town or district for educational pur
poses ; but if any part of the money so paid by the state 
is expended for any other purpose than the snpport of 

Pf:nalty f9r such free high schools, as provided by this section, then 
1111sapply111g- . . . . 
m 9ney appro- each person so misapplymg said money forfeits double 
prrnted lJy h . 1· d b d . . f state. t e sum so m1sapp 1e . , to e recovere m an actwn o 

Location. 

debt, in the name and to the use of the town, by any 
inhabitant thereof; and no town shall receive further 
support from the state for any free high school, until 
the amount so received, but misapplied, has been raised 
and expended for such free high schools by such town. 

SEC. 30. Any town, or union of towns or districts, 
voting to establish a free high school as herein provided, 
may locate the same permanently, or vote that the terms 
thereof he held alternately in such districts within the 
town or towns as may be selected, and as may accept 

s<:11001-rooms, said school. The district in which said school is thus 
&c., how sup- . . . 
P!iecl and fur- held, shall supply appropnate equipments, and furmsh 
nishecl. cl ' bl b 'ld f a warm an smta e m ing or the same ; provided, 

that such district may use its school-house for such free 
Proviso. 
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high school, when not required for ordinary school 
purposes. 
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SEC. 31. The course of study in the free high schools, Course of . 

h 11 l l 1• L' 1. h 1 , t a· :3tUl1_\", -what lt s a em wace t 1e orc mary 1,,ng 1s acac e1mc s u 1es, "hall embrace 

€specially the natural sciences in their application to 
mechanics, manufactures and agriculture; but the ancient 
or modern languages and music shall not be taught 
therein except by direction of the superintending school ExC'eption. 

committees having supervision thereof.* Such schools, 
when established by any town or union of towns, shall 
be free to all the youth in such town or towns on such 
attainments of scholarship as shdll be fixed by the com-
mittees having supervision thereof. "'~hen such school 
is established by :my district or union of districts, it 
shall be free in the same manner to the scholars withiu SC'hools to be 

, . . free to youth 
such d1stncts, and open also to scholars pass mg the in_ t(nn1 onus. 

required examination from without such districts, but tn<'t. 

within the towns in which said districts are situated, on 
payment to the agent of the district in which such school 
is located, of such tuition, to be fixed by the sup2rin-
tending school committee or committees having super-
Yision of the same, as is equivalent to the cost a scholar 
of maintaining such school, after deducting the aid 
extended by the state. -Whenever in the jud.gment of s. s. commit-

h · d' h 1 · l · th tees may llll-t e supennten mg sc -oo committees 1avmg e super- rnit pup.ils 
' ' f 1 · h 1 1 fro111 -without v1s10n of any ree 11g sc 100 or schools, the number town on pay. 

of pupils in the same may be increased without detriment, n~,~1
.t of tut. 

scholars from without the towns directly interested in 
such school or schools, may be admitted to the same on 
passing the required examination and paying such 
tuition as may be fixed by such committee, to the 
treasurer of the town in which the school is kept, when 
the school iB maintained by a town or union of towns, 
or to the agent of the district in which the school is kept, 
when such school is maintained by a district or union 
of districts 

S1w. 32. Free high schools, established and main- :Free high 

t · d d h f · · · b' h schools sub. ame un er t e oregomg prov1s1ons, are su Ject to t e ject to the 

l l t . t h l f 1. bl school laws, aws re a mg o common sc oo s, so ar as app 1ca e, except in cer-

th . 'd d Wh t bl' h d d tain cases. except as o erw1se prov1 e . en es a 1s e an 
maintained by a town, they shall be under the super-

*As amernl.ed 1887 and 188\J. 
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-established vision and entire management of the superintending 
by town,;, how . 
uHmnge(l. school committee of such town. "When established and 
-establishe<l maintained by a union of towns, such school shall be 
lJY union of 
t(iwn,;. under the supervision and entire management of the 

school committees of such towns, who constitute a joint 
board for that purpose. When established and rnain

-e,,tnhlhhea tained by any district or union of districts in the same 
by dbtrkts. 

town, such school shall be under the supervision of the 
superintending committee of such town, or of the state 
superintendent, when the district or districts so eh ct, 
and under the fir.ancial management of the agent of the 
district in which such school is kept, who, in connection 
with said committee or superintendent, shall employ 
teachers for the same. ·when established and main-

-established tained by t,vo districts in different towns, such school 
~1~(~~~!\~1et:o in shall be under the supervision of the superintending 
towns. school committees of such towns, who constitute a joint 

Town:,; may 
raise 1,1011pv 
to 1rntintaili 
free hig-11 
schools. 

board for that purpose, and under the financial manage
ment of the agents of both districts, who, in connection 
with said CJmmitlees, shall employ the teachers. 

SEC. 33. Towns and school di::-itricts may raise money 
for establishing and maintaining free high schools, and 
erecting buildings and provid,ng equipments for the 
same, in the same manner as for supporting common 
schools and erecting school-houses. 

'rowns may *SEC. 34. Any town may from year to year authorize 
contraet ,\'ith , · t d' l 1 · · h nnd pa.\- acad- its superm en mg sc )00 committee to contract wit 
e1nie:,; and d h d' , 
high ,whools an pay t e trustees or irectors of any academy or high 
!~l~<~\~~~:~(:11 

of school for the tuition of scholars resident within such 
town, in the studies contemplated by the six preceding 
sections, undel' a standard of scholarship to be estab
lished by such committee ; and the expenditure of any 
town for tmtion in sucll academy or high school shall be 

-entitle(! to 
state ai<l for subject to the same conditions, and shall entitle such 
expenilitnre. town to the same state aid as if it had made such expen-

diture for a free high school. 
SEc. 35. Superintending school committees having 

8uperintend- ...., 
ing scl~ool the supervision of free high schools, shall, annually, 
committee to 
make anmrnl before the first day of· June, make returns under oath 
return to :;tate *' 
supt. to the state superintendent, on blanks prepared and 

sent out by him, of the amount appropriated and the 

*Ail amernled 188:l. 
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amount expended by each town or school district for 
instruction in such free high schools during the current 
year; also of the amount appropriated and the amount 
expended for common school purposes by each town 
or school district maintaining the same ; the num
ber of weeks during which such schools have been 
taught; the wages paid each teacher; the number of 
pupils registered; the average attendance; the number 
of pupils in each branch of st.udy pursued, ancl the 
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amount received for tuition. If the state superintendent State superin

is satbfiecl that the provisions of the seven }H'ecedina tcntl_{)nt to 
· o certify 

sections have been complied with, he shall certify to the ~~~{~~~l;1i~,~-~
1
s 

governor and council the sum which each town or dis- are entitlecl. 

tnct is entitled to receiYe from the state. Any town or 
district, dissatisfied with his decision, may appeal to the 
governor and council. The governor and council shall 

Go;-ernor and 
issue a certificate to the treasurer of the town, or aaent c-ouncil to cer-

:::, tifv amounts 
of the district, for such amount as they adjudge such to treasurer. 

town or district entitled to receive from the state treas-
ury. Any person connected with the management of 
such free high schools, either as teacher, agent, com-
mittee or supervisor, who in any way aids or abets in 
d f a. h . h . f 'd Penalty for e rau mg t e state mto t -e payment m support o sa1 cleframling 

h I f h . 1 cl b h' h state. sc oo s, o more t an 1s contemp ate y t is c apter, 
shall forfeit not less than five hundred dollars, or be 
imprisoned in the county jail not less than one year. 

SEC. 36. The trustees of any academy or other cor- Trustees of 
· f l f cl · 1 b aeadernies porat10n ormec or e ucat10na purposes may y a &c., may sur-

majority vote of such of said trustees as reside in the ~~~~1!~; ~~fft>
state, surrender the whole, or any part of the property 1icsii~~ri.e high 

belonging thereto, to the municipal officers of any town, 
or the trustees of any school fund in any town in which 
said academy or corporation is situated, for turning the 
same into a free high school as hereinafter provided, 
and said municipal officers 0r trustees, for the time be-
ing, shall be a board of trustees to take and hold said Trust~es of 

f , . . f h' l h l l free high property or mamtammg a ree 1g 1 sc oo ; anc upon ~chools, dut-

receiving said property, they shall use proper diligence ies of. 

to make the same produce income for the support of 
said free high school. 

8Ec. 3 7. When such vote is so passed, the treasurer Property,how 

of said trustees shall convey, assign and deliver to the conveyed. 
7 
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municipal officers of said town, or the trustees of such 
fund, all property belonging to said academy or corpora
tion for the purposes indicated by the preceding section. 

Income of SEC. 38. The municipality accepting the property in 
property, how t t a . . h' . applied. rus , as name m sect10n t 1rty-s1x, shall apply the 

income thereof towards the suppo1 t of a free.high school, 
to be kept within said municipality, at least twenty-two 
weeks in each year, and provide suitable accommoda
tions for the same, and the superintending school com
mittee or supervisor in said municipality shall determine 
the qualifications necessary to entitle any applicant to 

Qualification enter or attend said free high school, and no one shall 
of pupils, how tt ~ 't 'th t th t'fi t f · 1 ffi c1eterminec1. a enct 1 w1 ou e cer 1 ca e o sa1c o cers to that 

effect. 
Tuition to be SEC. 39. All acholars residing within the municipality 
paicl by non-
residents. aforesaid, having such certificate, may attend said school 

without tuition fee, and all scholars not residents of 
said municipality, may attend said school. upon such 
terms and conditions as said school officers impose. 

POWERS A.ND OBLIGATIONS OF SCHOOL DbTRICTS. 

sc.hool clis- *[SEC. 40. School districts, whether a part of one 
tncts are cor- · h h · 1 h · 'l f porations. or more towns, wh1c ave exerc1sec t e pnv1 eges o a 

district for one year, are presumed to be legally or
ganizecl ; and all districts legally organized are corpora -
tions with power to hold and apply real and personal 
estate for the support of schools tberein, and to sue and 

Executions be sued. E.s::ecutious against tbem may be satisfied as 
~g~n;!tf~e~'. executions against towns ure; and in all suits or busi

ness, they may be described by their numbers as fixed 
by the town, by the name which they have assumed, or 
if they have no certuin name, by an appropriate general 

description. J 
Who are legal *[SEC. 41. Any person qualified to vote in town 
voters. affairs is a voter in his schuol district. J 
Notice of *[SEC. 42. School district meetings may be called 
n~eetings,ho,v by the aaent on the written a1Jplication of three or more given. ::, ' 

voters, stating the reasons and objects thereof. When 
there is no :1gent, or when he neglects or refuses, they 
may be c:tlled by the municipal officers, or any justice 
of the peace, on like application. J 

*Repealed by Chap. 216, Public Laws of 1:303, after l\farch 1, 1894. 
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*[SEC, 43. On receiving such application, the agent Return of. 
. . . . proper officer 

or mumc1pal officers, or Justice of the peace, as the case evi\lence of 

may be, sball cause notices specifying the time, place notice. 

and purposes of the meeting, seven days before the time 
appointed, to be posted in two or more public places in 
the district, one of which must be on the school-house, 
if any, or published in a newspaper, if any, printed in 
the town. The certificate of such agent or municipal 
• officers, justice of the peace, or any person required by 
their warrant to give notice, returned at the time and 
place of meeting, is evidence that the notice therein 
stated has been given. J 

*[SEC. 44. Meetings of any school district which, ~~t~~t1 ~fs~f 
prior to· March twenty, eighteen hundred and sixty, were ~;fi~t mulle 

duly _called by selectmen, or by an agent of such dis-
trict, without application in writing, signed by any num-
ber of the legal voters thereof, and stating the reasons 
and objects of such meeting, arc as legal and valid as 
they would have been if called upon such application. J 

* [SEC. 45. The district, at a legal meeting, may How noti:fied. 

determine the manner of notifying future meetings. J 
*[SEC. 4G. At such meeting, a moderator shall be tie0~\~~~~~~· to 

chosen, with the same powers and duties as a modera-
tor of a town meeting, but need not be sworn; and 
at the first meeting every year, a clerk shall be chosen, 
be sworn by the moderator or a justice of the peace, Clerk sworn. 

shall record all votes passed at district meetings during 
the year, a.nd until another is chosen in his place and 
sworn, may certify copies from the records of such dis-
trict, and correct errors, as provided in section ten of 
chc1pter three. J 

*[.SEC. 47. Every school district at its annual Choose agents 

meeting, shall choose '.l scho0l agent by ballot, unless 
chosen by the town; and may fill a vacancy in that 
office at a meeting called for the purpose. J 

*[SEC. 48. A school district, at any legal meeting P~w~rs of a. 
chstnct. 

called for the purpose, has power. · 
I. To raise money for erecting, repairing, renting. l\fay raise 

h · d ' h h 1 1 ~ t niouey. pure asmg an removmg sue ;:;c oo - 10uses ano ou -
buildings as the wants of the district require; for pur
chasing or nm ting land therefor, and for yards and play 

*Repea.lecl after lUu.rch 1, 1804, by Chap. 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
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grounds; forpurelrnsing u library, utensils, black-boards, 
globes, maps and other useful apparatus; for providing 
water for school-houses by means of wells or aqueducts, 
with necessary conveniences for the health and comfort 
of ttacher and pupils; and for enc~osing the grounds 
and appurtenancEs of the school-houses. 

Locate school- IL To determine where the school-h©uses shall be 
hon-;es. located. 

sen them. III. To dispose of any school-house or other prop-
erty, if necessary. 

Regulate ::vl- IV. To determine at what age the youth therein may 
~~1~:~1;{~1.s to. be admitted into schools kept by a master or mistress, 

and whether, and upon what terms, scholars may be 
admitted into their schools from other towns or places. 

Instruct com V. To instruct the superintending school committee 
~~-~~t~ir°,~1~~\lt or supervisor at what time the schools commence; and 
schools shall the schools shall commence and continue as voted by the co1n1nence, 

&c. district, unless, in the opinion of the school committee 
or supervisor, it would be detrimental to the best 
interests of the district on account of contagious dis

In to,yns with ease or other good reason J ; but in towns or cities tha 
no ,li-itrkts. have abolished the district system, the school committee 

U sc of school-

or supervisor shall determine the commencement, and 
duration of the schools therein. 

* [VI. To allow the school-house to be used for meet-
house. ings of religious worship, lectures and other similar 

purposes. J 
Grn(le(l (1is- *[SEC. 49. Any school district maintaining graded 
trict schools. schools, may raise for the support of schools therein a 

sum not exceeding that which it receives from the town 
in addition thereto. J 

Committee to *[SEC. 50. A district may choose a committee to 
superinte11\1 superintend the expenditure of money legally raised by 
n1011ey affairs. 

it, to examine and allow accounts, and to draw orders 
on the town treasurer for the amount raised. J 

l\Iinoritydis- *[SEC. 51. When, at a meeting of a school district 
satbtied mav ll cl f · · f · 1 appeal t~ • ca e or ra1smg money or any part1cu ar purpose, a 
town. majority of the legal yoters present are oppo~ed to 

raising- a sum sufficient, in the opinion of the minority, 
for such purpose, the municipal officers, on written 
application of five or more voters, made within thirty 

*Repealed after l\farclt 1, 18\!4, 1Jy Chap. 2rn, Public Laws of 1893. 

• 



APPE~DlX. 

days after such meeting, shall insert in their warrant 
for calling the next town meeting on town affairs, an 
article requiring the opinion of the town on the disagree
ment ; and if the town thinks it necessary or expedient, 
they may require a sum sufficient for such purpose, if 
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exceed in()' what the district ·was willing: to raise, to be Proccc(lings 
o - in such e•1,.;es 

assessed on the polls and estates therein ; and it shall be ' · · 
assessed, collected and paid, as if originally raised by 
the district; and thereupon the municipal officers shall 
appoint, in writing, three suitable inhabitants of said 
dist1 ic~, a committee to superintend the expenditure of. 
the money for such purpose, with all the powers of a 
committee chosen by the district, in pursuance of the 
provisions hereof. J 

*[SEc. f52. ,v-hen, in the opinion of the superintend- mien tllc 
· h 1 · 1· t · t · tl · ercction. re. mg sc oo committee, any c 1s nc 111 1e11· town unreason- 1miring, rent-

bl • f • · ing 01' lHll'· a y neglects or refuses to raise money or erectmg,repa1r- chasing of a 
-· t' 1, • I 1 1 1 1 1, sehool-hou»e mg,ren mg or purcuasmg a sc 100 - 10use or sc 100 -uonses may lie order-

d b "ld" 1, th t f th -1· t • t ed HJH1 C0111-an out- m mgs, sucu as e wan s o e t 1s nc plck(l lJy the 

require, or for purchasing or renting land therefor and town. 

for yards and play grounds, the municipal officers, upon 
written application of said committee, shall insert in 
their warrant for calling the next town meeting for town 
affairs, an article to see if the town will vote to raise 
money in such district for said purposes. Any snm so 
yoted shall be assesssed upon the polls and estates tberein 
and collected and paid as if originally raised by the <.1is-
trict, and thereupon said ofiicers shall appoint three 
suitable inhabitants of the to,vn a committee to superin-
tend the expenditure of the monry for such purpose, 
with the powers of a committee chosen by the district 
pursuant to law. J 

* [SEC. 53. In school districts not haying any legal same in dis. 

voters to transact district business, money may be raised ;/ie,!i1~;~'~ing 

and expended in the manner and for the purposes speci-
fied in the foregoing section. J 

* [SEC. 54. Two or more districts, by vote at their Districts may 

d . t · t• · · h l unite for snp
lS net mee mgs, may umte to support a umon sc oo port of union 

for advanced scholars, and appropriate therefor a por- school. 

tion of the school money assigned to each district:. But Provision, if 
. one-fourth 
1f more than one-fourtli of the voters present and vot- object. 

* Repealed after March 1, 1S!l4, by Chap. :.?16, PnlJlie Laws of 1s11;;. 
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ing at any meeting object, only the per capita share of 
the scholars attending such union school, shall be so 
appropriated, without the written assent of the superin
tending school committee, l 

School dis- *[SEC. 55. Two or more districts may unite for the 
~~ftt; t~;Iain- purpose of establishing and maintaini1tg a system of 
tain graded graded free schools for such time as they determine schools. ' , 

when a majority of the voters present and voting at a 
meeting of each district, legally called for the purpose, 
so determines ; and the clerk of each clistriet shall forth-

Proceedings with furnish the town clerk with a certified copy of such 
in such cases. l . votes, who shal enter said votes upon the town records; 

and thereafter such districts shall constitute one district, 
to be known by the name tbat its inhabitants adopt; and 
have all the rights and powers and be subject to all the 
liabilities of other school districts for said time; and, 
during said time, the town shall not alter or divide it, 
without the consent of a majority of its voters; and at 
the expiration of said time each district shall resume its 
district organization, unless a majority of the voters in 
each, vote to continue the united district; and at its 
annual meeting,.._it may raise money for the support of 
its schools, in addition to what it receives from the town, 
and not exceeding three-fifths thereof. A.ny school dis-

Districts 
maintaining- trict maintaining graded schools may raise money for 
schools, miy 
raise money. support of its schools as herein provided for districts 

com posed of two or more districts. J 
Locationof *[SEC. 56. Atanydistrictmeetingcalledforthepur-
school-houses 
b~w c1e~er- pose of remoYing a school-house or locating one to be 
1n1nec1, 1n case . . 
of disagree- erected, 1f more than one third of tbe voters present and 
ment. voting, object thereto, the clerk shall make a record of 

Pro2eeclings. 

the fact; and the municipal officers, on written applica
tion of any three or more of said voters, or of any 
committee of the district, made within thirty days there
after, shall, as soon as may be, appoint a time and place 
in the district to bear the parties, and give the notice 
required for a district meeting; after such hearing, they 
may decide where the school-house shall be placed ; and 
shall, within ten days, give a certificate of their deter
mination to the clerk of the district, who shall forthwith 
enter it on his records ; and the district shall proceed to 

*Repealed after March 1, 1894, by Chap. 216, Public Laws of 18\J3. 
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erect, or remove the school-house, as if determined by 
a sufficient majority of the voters present at said meet
ting; but ~o such officer residing in the district, shall 
have a voice in su<.:h determination; and when a major
ity of them reside therein, or do not agree, the super
intending school committee shall do all the duties herein 
req,uired of the municipal officers; and if the district 
refuses or neglects for sixty days, to carry such deter
mination into effect, the municipal officers or said school 
committee, at tbe expense of the district, shall, if need 
be, purchase a lot for said house, and cause it to be 
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erected or removed thereon. J In towns which have rn towns with 
abolished their school districts, the location for the no districts. 

erection or removal of school-houses and requisite 
builclings and for play grounds sha11 be designated by 
vote of the town at any town meeting called for that pur-
pose. 

SEC. 5 7. ..When a location for the erection or removal Towns may 
of a school-house and requisite buildings has been legally k'%1~~tii:ri1 

designated, and the owner thereof refuses to sell, or, in certain cases. 

the opinion of the municipal officers, asks an unreason-
able price for it, or resides without the state and has no 
authorized attorney or agent therein, they may lay out a 
scbool-house lot, not exceeding· one hundred square rods, 
and appraise the damages, as is provided for laying out 
town ways and appr:1ising the damages therefor; and . Damages,bow 
on payment or tender of such damages, or 1f such owner appraisecl. 
does not reside in the state, upon depositing such dama-
ges in the treasury of such town or district for his use, How paid. 
the t·Jwn or district designating it mn,y take such lot 
to be held and used for the purposes aforesaid; and 
when such school-house has ceased to be thereon for two 

• :i l b h' b . . Lots to revert years, sam ot revert3 tut e owner, 1s eirs or assigns. to owner if 
. not occupied 

And any town or city may take real estate for thefortwoyears. 
enlargement or extension of any location designated for Land may be 
the erection or removal of a school-house and requisite ~~~~~l~~~use 
b ·1:i· :i 1 :i h · ·:i :i b t lots,play. m c1rngs anc1 p ay grounos, as erem prov1c1ec1; u no grounds, &c. 
real estate shall be so taken within fifty feet of a dwell- i~t~ "fl~~~f a 

ing house. 
cl welling. 

* SEC. 58. If the owner is aggrieved at the location o,yners a_g .. 
grieved, issue 

of the lot, or the damages awarded, be may apply to the may be tried 
by jury. 

* As amencleLl after JHnrcb l, 1894, by Chap. 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
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county commissioners within one year. who may change 
the location and assess the damages, and . the proceed
ings shall be conduct, cl as in section eight, of chapter 
eighteen. If tlie damages are increased, or the location 
changed,such town [ or district]shall pay the damages and 
costs; otherwise the costs shall be paid by the applicant. 

?i,SEc. 59. Anytown [orschooldistrict] which, byits 
officers or by a committee, has designated, located and 
described a lot upon which to erect, move or repair a 
school-house, and from mistake or omission has failed 
to comply with tbe la,v, whereby such location lias been 
rendered invalid, may, on petition of ! hree legal voters 
and tax payers thereof, apply in writing to the selectmen 
of said town, and have the lot, so designated or de
scribed, re-appraised by them. 

* SEc. GO. The selectmen of any town to whom such 
application lrns been made, shall forthwith give not less 
than seven nor more than twenty days' notice, to the 
[ clerk of said district aml to the J owner of such real 
estate, or to the persons lrnving the same iu charge, of 
the time awl place by them fixed for such hearing, and 
shall, after examination and hearing of all interested, 
appraise the lot as set out and atfix a fair value thereon, 
exclusiYe of improvements made, [by said district or] 
towu either by buildings or otherwise; and shall, as soon 
as practicable, notify [the district clerk, and] the per
sons interested in said estate who had been notified as 
herein before proYided, of the sum at which said lot has 
been appraise<l. 

SEC. li 1. The sum fixed as the value of said lot shall 
be assessed, collected and paid oYer as proYic1e<1 in sec
tion fifty-eight. 

SEc. G:2. Any sum which has been temlered and is 
in the hands or under the control of the person owning 
or haying charge of such laml, shall be allowed in pay
ment of said appraisal. 

*SEC. G3. If [the district or] the persons mvning or 
having charge of the land on ·which snch location is made
are dissatisfied. with such appraisal,eitber party may with, 
in ten days appeal to the county commissioners of the 
county in which the land lies, by filing a copy of the pro
ceedings and a claim of appeal with said commissioners, 

* ~\.::, amem1et1 after ::\larc-11 1, 18,IJ, liy Chap. :!lfi, l'nL,lie La w:-1 of 18D3. 
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and the determination of a majority of !said "~commis
sioners, [not residents of said district] shall be final. 
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·:If SEC. 64 ,vhen any [ school distaict or J town has Improve. 

erected or moved a building upon such lot or in any way ~:~cf~;~.1;
1g~.re 

improved the same, such improvement shall inure to the llhitrict. 

benefit of such town, [ or district J and the same may be 
as completely occupied and controlled by such town [ or 
district, J as it would have been if such location had 
been in strict conformity to law. 

SEC. 65. The legality of a tax assessed to build, 'rax not af-
. fected ])y 

repall' or remove a school-house and to pay for a lot, error in ioca-

shall not be affected by any mistake or error in the tion. 

designation or location thereof. 
*SEC. 66. A plan for the erection or reconstruction l'lnu to be a 1). 

f 1 1 l b [ 1· • J l 11 fi lH'OYC\1 by S o a sc 100 -house voteei ya town or c 1-.tnct s rn rst s. co111111frtc~. 

be approved by the superintending school committee. 
t L SEC, 6 7. A school district at a legal meeting, may summer 

determine what proportion of their school money shall '"'l'hoob. 

be expended for the support of a summer school; and 
the school committee or supervisor shall expend it 
accordingly, if practicable. J 

t[S1w. 68. ,vhen the school is kept in part by a :'.\fu,.,ter and 

mistress, and in part by a master, the dist.1 ict may ~1~l:;~;G:"' 
determine by Yote, or may authorize the superintemling 
school committee to determine, from time to time, what 
description of scholars shall attend each. J 

t[SEc. 69. Each district where mure than one school 
1 

. 
1
_ . t 

)1:-; l'l(' s may 
is kept at the same time may choose annually or one- e11_00,,e l'ou1-

' ' untt(~\" to elas-
third in each year, a committee to determine what :-;ify ,-<:1101nrs. 

description of sclwlars shall attend each school, to 
dassify said scholars, and to transfer them from school 
to school ; and unless such election is for one year only, 
they shall at their first meeting, determine tlleir respec-
tive terms of ofilce by lot, and certify the result to the 
district clerk ; they or the district shall fill vacancies as 
they occur; and they shall transmit a copy of their 
annual report, if printed, to the state superintendent. J 

t [SEC. 70. A district may appropriate not exceed-
in()' one-tenth of its school money for any year, to Di,;triets may 

O pur('ha,;e 
purchase a school library and apparatus for the use of library. 

the schools therein, and may make proper rules for the 

"kA:-; arnemktl after .i\fareh 1, 1S\l4, by Chap. '!lfi, l'nlJlic Laws of 11':lil. 
tRepealed after :'.\farell 1, lS!14, by Chap. 2rn, l'nlJlic Law,; of 1S:l8. 
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preservation and management thereof. Adjacent dis
tricts may, by vote of each, unite for the purpose 
aforesaid. J 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS FORMED FROl\I TWO OR l\IORE TOWNS. 

* [SEC. 71. Two or mrire adjoining towns may con
cur in establishing school districts from parts of each 
when convenient, in determining their limits, and in 
altering and discontinuing them; and they and their 
officers, except as herein otherwise provided, may exer
cise tlie powers and duties relating thereto, which a 
town may relating to its own districts. If such district 
has existed fifteen years, either town may disconnect 
its parts, without concmTence of tlie others, by leaving 
all the c1istrict property to what remains. J 

* [SEc. 7:2. The superintending school committee, 
triets _slrnll lw m unici •Jal officers assessors treasnrer collector, and supenn- 1 , , , 

tcnde,1. constalJlesof the town where tile school-house of such dis-
trict is situa1;ec1, or bas been locate<:t or ,vhere tlie school 
is kept; or if there is no such school-house or school, 
such oil1cers of tlw oldest town from which a part of snch 
c.fo,trict is taken, shall have all the powers and perform 
all the duties relating to it, vl'l1ich they ha ye and perform 
relatiug to d [stricts wholly in their own town ; and such 
assessors shall assess all taxes, Yote(l by such c1istrict, 
accorcLng to a valuation made by them, unif,Hm through
out the distrtct. The powers specified iu section fifty
six, may be exercised in socn district by the concurrent 
votes of sa;d towns, or the joint acts of the municipal 
oHicers or snperintl!nding school committees thereof, and 
application shall be made to each of them accorclingly. 
Sections fifty-seven aml fifty-eight apply to such dis

tricts. J 
Assessors to *[SEC, 73. The assessors of each town from which a 
;~l~};;;~:Ji61

~uch part of such district is taken, shall ann nally apportion 
district:ci. to it a share of the school muney of their town, accord-

ing to the number of scholars in such district liYing in 

their town J 
such district * [SEc. 7 4. Such district shall annnally choose its 
shall choose aQ."ent, and his contract shall bind each town in proportion 
its agent. '---' 

to and not exceeding the amount which it i!S required to 

*Repealed after ::\[arch 1, 1S\l4, by Clrnp. '2lfl, PulJlie Laws of 18\)3. 
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Pay him as aforesaid ; and all ae:ents and officers thereof 
1
, f 

1 ~ owers o tie 
shall have the same powers and privileges and perform oflieers. 

the same duties as in districts wholly in one town. J 

ASSESS::\IENT AND COLLECTION OF MONEY RAISED OR BOR

ROWED BY DISTRICTS. 

Siw. 75. "\Vhen a district votes to raise money for se.11001 dis-

1 1 •t 1 ] h 11 f th "th · h" trwt taxes, any ega purpose, 1 s c er { s a or Wl , or wit 1n how assesse,1 

h t . "b 1 b th 1· t . t t'f h arnl collt•ctell. t e 1me prescn ec y e c is nc , cer 1 y t e amount 
thereof to the assessors of the town, and the time when 
it must be raised ; and within sixty days aft~r receiYing 
such certificate they shall assess it as they do town 
taxes, on the polls and estates of the residents and 
owners in the district at the time of raising said money, 
whether wholly in their town or not, and on the non-
resident real estate in the district. They shall tu.en 
make their warrant in clue form of law, directed to any 
collector of their town or of the district, if any, if not to 
a constable, req airing him to leYy and collect such tax 
and pay it to tlie town treasurer within the time limited 
in the warrant; and they shall giYe a certificate of the 
assessment to such treasurer and may abate such taxes 
as in the case of town taxes. 

SEC. 76. The assessors may incllHle in their assess-
A ~~e~~o:'.·s 

mt>nt sueh sum over and above the sum committed to aut110rizt·,1 to 
n:-;""e~.-1 .) 1wr 

them to assess, not exceetling frve per cent thereof, as cent oYcrlny. 

a fractional cliYision renders necessary, arHl certify that 
fact to the town treasurer. 

SEC. 77. The town treasurer shall pay the expense 
of assessing ancl collecting any school district tax out of ;;t:~\~~,~:r,\\\_ 

. . tri<'t tax, how 
the money of the d1stnct, upon the order of tlle select- paH 

men. 
S1w. 78. Section one hundred and forty-t\\'O of DbtriC't taxes 

chapter six, and all other sections reh ing to ~the same ~~~~1;:~ilau-
l · t 1 t 1 b f i. 1 1" t · t tlwrity. su >Jee app y o taxes assessec y or or scuoo c 1s nc s, · 

so far as applicable; but the district ancl not the town 
is liable. 

SEC. 79. The collector or constaule, and the town rowers and 

treasurer, or treasurer sncl collector, if one person is 1~l~Vc;/,/1
tl~e~~: 

both, each have the same powers and are subject to the compensation 

smne duties and obligations in relation to district taxes, 
as to town taxes ; and they and the assessors sllall be 



108 cmnrox i-,CIIOOLS. 

allowed by the district for their services, a compensation 
proportionate to wliat they receive from the town for 
similar services. 

l\fcmey .at _<lis· * [SEC. 80. The money so raised and paid shall be 
posal of dts . 1 l' . 1 f l a· t . t 'tt . . l l f trict eommit- at t 1e ( 1E,posa o tie 1s rw comnu ee, prov1c ec or 
tee. · t' fift ] 111 sec mu j'. 

Dbtrietmny 
borro,v · 
111oney to 
lrniltl · SC'hool
llonse. 

* [Sr,:c. 81. A district, at a legal meeting called for 
that purpose, by a vote of two-thirds of the voters 
present and voting, may borrow money to erect a school
house, and to buy a Jot therefor, on a time not exceed-
ing ten years, payable in equal annual instalments, but 
for no other purpose, and in no other manner; and when 
tliey do so, the clerk shall forthwith certify such vote to 
the assessors and treasurer of the town. J 

Distri<"t may * [SEC. 82. The district may appoint an agent or 
tni}ig·:~~~t~iit agents to contrac: such loan, who m::ty bind the district, 
loan. and giYe the necessary security therefor, a copy of 

,d1ich shall be filed by him with the town clerk, and 
entered on the town records. The money thus procured 
shall be r,~ceived by the tDwn treasurer, applied for the 
purpc>ses afores::ticl, and paid out in the same manner as 
rnmwy raised by taxation for the same purposes. J 

Duties of 
*[SEC. 83. At each annual assessment of to1vn taxes 

~~~tsi:;~~}n after such lonn, the assessors of the town shall assess 
the amonnt of the instalment and interest for that year, 
on the po11s and esta.teE, in the district, as if the district 
had voted to raise it, and it shall, in like mamH:'r, be 
collected arnl paid to the town treasurer, who shall pay 
each instalment and interest as it becomes due, on 
demand of tbe owner of the security. J 

Districts may *[SEC 84. A dis 1rict voting to raise a sum exceed
cleet collt>cto'r ino- thrre hundred dollars under the r)l'ovisions hereof ,Ylicn ~n1H ::::, ·· ' ' 

~:~:~:t\f
1
~~e may elect a collector by ballot, who shall give bond to 

1!~~.1~'.lretl tlol- the inhabitants thereof, with sufticient sureties, approved 
by the municipal officers ; have tlie same powers and be 
subject to the same duties and obliga.tions as a collector 
of town 1,axes ; ancl receive sucli compensation for 
collecting and paying over such taxes as the district 
votes at the meeting when he is chosen. The district 
clerk sliall file a certitiecl copy of his election with the 

*Hept:nkd after :Harcl1 1, 1S!l4, by Cliap. ::?W, l'nl,lic Laws of 1S93. 
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town clerk, who shall record it, and such record shall 
be evidence of the collector's election by the district. J 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL CO}f-

::\1ITTEHS, 
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SEC. 85. Members of supe1 intending school commit- Officers to be 

tees and supervisors shall be sworn. sworn. 

SEC. 86. School committees, at their first meeting, Supt. ,-;ehool 

shall designate by lot, one of their nnm ber to ho \1 office ~;~:~~~1~i~·~i'" 
three years and another two years and certify such chosen ,;.'hall , " , (. , arrange 

designation to the town clerk, to be by him recorded. terms of office 

The third member shall hold office one year; and each 
member elected to fill the place of one whose term 
expires, shall hold office three years. They shall fill all 
vacancies in their number until the next annual town 
meeting. Two members constitute a quorum; and if 
there is but one in office, he may fill vacancies ; provided, 
however, that if the one thus remaining in oflice declines 
or neglects to fill such vacancies, the municipal officers -vacancies. 

shall fill the same ; and they shall fill all vacancies how filled., 

arising in the office of supervisor until the next annual 
election. 

SEC. 87. Superintending school committees shall Duties. 

perform the following duties : 
I. They shall appoint suitable times and places for Appoint time 

the examination of candidates proposing to teach in :~~!1Nfi1;\Jir 
town, and shall give notice t~ereof by posting the same of teachers. 

in two or more public places within the town at least 
three weeks before the time of said examination, or by 
the publication of said notice for a like time in one or 
more newspapers haYing the largest circulation in the 
county. They shall employ teachers for the several 
districts in the town, unless the town otherwise vote, as 

School week 
provided in section five, and notify the several school and month. 

agents of the teachers employed and the compensation 
agreed to be paid. Five days constitute the school 
week, and four wee!rs a school month. 

* II. On satisfactory evidence that a candidate pos- Instructors of 

sesses a good moral character, and a temper and dispo- i~~l\~!~ ~f.a:ni

sition suitable to be an instructor of youth, they shall 

* As ainmu1el1. 



110 

Certificate to 
teachers. 

COMMON SCHOOLS. 

examine him in reading, spelling, English grammar, 
geography, history, arithmetic, book-keeping and physi
ology; and the elements of the natural sciences, 
especially as applied to agriculture, and such other 
branches as they desire to introduce into public schools, 

and particularly into the school for which he is examined; 
also as to his capacity for the government thereof. 

III. They sball give to each candidate found com-

petent, a certificate that he is qualified to govern said 

school and instruct in the branches above named, and 

snch other banches as may be neccessary to be taught 
therein; or they may render v;:tlid by indorsement, any 
graded eertificate issued to teachers by normal school 
principals, county supervisors or the state superintendent. 

IV. Direct the general course of instruction, and 
Direct course . . . 
of instruction select a umform system of text-books, due notice of 
and text. b · h b 11 b ' b k h · d d books. w 1c s a e g1 ven ; any text- oo t us intro uce , 

shall not be changed for five years unless by a vote of 

the town ; any person violating this provision shall for
feit not exceeding fl ve hundred dollars, to be recovered 

in an action of debt by any school officer or person 
aggrieved. *And when said committee have made such 
selection of school books, they shall contract, under 

section eigbt, with tlle publishers for the purchase and 
Purchase and 
preservation delivery thereof, and make such rules as they deem 
of book. l f . · . d 

Exarni.ne 
schools. 

May dismiss 
teachers for 
sufficient 
cn,use. 

effectua or their preservation an return. 
V. Examine the schools, and inq11ire into the regu

btions and discipline thereof, and the proficiency of the 
scholars, for which purpose one or more of the com
mittee shall visit rnch school at least twice in summer 
and twice in winter ; and use their influence to. secure 
the regular attendance at school of the youth in their town. 

tVL After due notice and investigation, they shall 
dismiss any teacher, although having the requisite cer
tificate, who proves unfit to teach, or whose services 
they deem unprofitable to the school; and give to said 

teacher a certificate of dismissal and of the rea5ons 
therefor, a copy of which they shall retain, [ and immedi

ately notify the district agent of such dismissal] which 
shall not deprive the teacher of compensation for previous 

services. 

*As amended 188£1. In effect August 1, 1890. 
t As amended after l\iay 1, 1894, by Chap. 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
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VII. Expel any obstinately disobedient and dis- Expel schol-
-orderly scholar, after a proper investjgation of bis ars. 
behavior, if found necessary for the peace and useful-
ness of the school ; and restore him on satisfactory 
evidence of his repentance and amendment. 

VIII. Exclude, if they deem it experient, any per- -exclude 
son not vaccinated, although otherwise entitled to ~~~~1~7;;.1!~.t 
admission. 
, t [IX. Direct or approve in writing the expenditure -direct ex

of school money apportioned to inhabitants not included penditures. 

in any district J . 
t [X. Prescribe the sum, on the payment of which _ 1wescribe 

f tb . d -·d t t 't th sums to be persons o e reqmrE age, res1 en on ern ory, e paid in cer-
jurisdiction of which bas been ceded to the United tain ca:5es. 

States, included in or surrounded by a school district, 
may attend school in such district; and when such ter-
ritory adjoins two or more districts, they shall designate 
the one where they may attend. J 

*XI. Determine w bat description of scholars shall-classify 
attend each school, classify them, and transfer them scholars. 

from school to school [in districts J where more than one 
.se;hool is kept at the same time [ and no district committee 
is elected, and they may authorize the admission of 
scholars in ooe district into the schools of another. J 

XII. At the annual town meeting, they shall make -sllall make 
a written report of the condition of the school3 for the annual report 
past year, the proficiency ,made by the pupils, and the 
success attending the modes of instruction and govern-
ment thereof, and transmit a copy to the superintendent 
of common schools. 

t [Provisions shall be made by the proper local school 
authorities for instructing all pupils in all schools sup
ported by public money, or under state control, in 
physiology and hygiene, with special reference to the 
effects of alcoholic drinks, stimulants and narcotics upon 
the human system. 

No certificate shall be granted any person to teach in 
the public schools of this state after the fourth day of 

July, eighteen hundred and eighty-five, who has not 

*A~ amended after March 1, 1894, by Chap. 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
tRepealed ttftei· March l, 1894, by Chap. 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
::j:Act of 1885. 
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passed a satisfactory examination in physiology aud 
hygiene, with special reference to the effects of alcoholic 
drinks, stimulants and narcotics upo"n the human system. J 

Annnal state- SEC. 88. They shall annually make a statement con-
rnent. taining the following particulars : 

Particular,,;.'. 

-return of 
scholar,,;. 

-returns to 
supt. of com
mon schools. 

I. The amount of money raised and expended for 
the support ot' scbools, designating what part is raised 
by taxes, and what part from other funds, and how such 
funds accrued. 

* [II. The number of district(and parts of districts in 
their town ] 

III. Tne number of children between four and 
twenty-one years of age, belonging to their town [in each 
district, on the first day of April preceding. J 

IV. The number of such cliildren who reside on 
islands, or in any other part of the town not in any 
district,. 

V. The whole number and the average number of 
scholars attenrl.ing the summer schools; the whole num
ber and the a.verage, attending the winter schools, also 
the total number of different scholars attending school 
two weeks or mo,.·e of the preceding year, as shall appear 
from the teachers' register returnable to said officers 
agreeably to section ninety-six. 

VI. The average lenght of the summer schools in 
weeks; the average length of the winter schools in weeks; 
and the average length of the schools for the year. 

VIII. The number of male, and of female teachers 
employed in the public schools during any part of the year. 

VIII. The wages of male teachers a month, and the 
wages of female teachers a week, exclusive of board. 

IX. They shall give in their returns, the number of 
scholars corrected to the first day of April preceding the 
time of making said returns, and full and complete 
answers to the inquiries contained in the blank forms 
furnished them by law; certify that such statement is 
true and correct, according to their best knowledge and 
belief; and transmit it to the office of the state superin
tendent on or before the first day of each May. ,vhen 
but one member of the commitee remains, he shall make 
said returns. 

*Repcale<l after )larch 1, 189-i, by chapter 216, Public Laws of HJS3. 
tAs amended after :l\Iarch 1, 189J, by Chap. 2ol, Pu1)lic Laws of 1898· 
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* [SEc. 89. If any school agent neglects to make the If 
agent 

return required in section ninety-four, the school com- negklects to 
ma e return 

mittee shall immediately make such enumeration and be of scholars, s. 
S. committee 

paid a reasonable sum therefor, to be taken from the must. 

amount to be apportioned to the district of such delin-

Thev shall return under oath to the 
quent agent. J 

*[SEC, 90. 
~ Committee to 

assessors, on or before the fifteenth day of May, return lh,t of 
. . scholars in 

annually, the number of scholars m each school dis- each clistriet 

trict, according to the enumeration provided for in sec- to assessors. 

tions eighty-nine and ninety-four J 
tSEc. 91. If any parent, master or guardian, after 

notice from the teacher of a sthool that a ch ld under fiK~~1:i\tJ1ie 

1 . . ] fl . t . h h l b k books if par-
llS care IS Ce men Ill t e necessary SC 00 00 S. ents or guar-

. . . clians neo·lect. 
refuses or neglects to furmsh them. the supermtendmg "' 
school committee, on being notified by the teacher, sha11 
furnish him with them at the expense of the town ; and -delinquents 

such expense may be added to the next town tax of the a~!i-e~ir~axed 

parent, master or guardian. 
* [SEC. 92. Superintending school committees and compensa

snpervisors, on satisfying the municipal officns that ~~1~;?11tie~·. 
they have made the returns to the superintendent of 
common schools required by law, shall r, ceive for their 
services one dollar and fifty cents a day and all neces-
sary travelling expenses, and no more, unless ordered 
by the town. J 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF SCHOOL AGENTS. 

*[~EC. 93. Each school agent elected by the town or Agents to be 

district, shall be sworn by the moderator, town or dis- !~~t~~~~?iJ~s 
trict clerk, or a justice of the peace, rmd continue in 
office one year, and until another is chosen and qualifit:d 
in his stead ; his duties and powers are as follows: 

I. In March or April, annually, to call a district -to can 

meeting for the choice of an agent, and for other busi- r1~~~.01 meet· 

ness, by causing notice to be given as provided in this 
chapter. which meeting shall be called by the agent, 
without application therefor. 

II. To provide fuel and utensils necessary for the . 1 f 1 -prov1c c ue 
schools, make repairs upon the school-houses and out- etc. 

*Repealec1 after l\lareh 4, 1894, by Chapter 21G, Public Laws of 1893. 
t Repealed by act of 1890. 

8 



114 CO~IMON SCHOOLS. 

buildings, and procure insurance of the same if the dis
trict so direct; but no more than one-tenth of the money 
apportioned to the district shall be expended for such 
repairs in one year, exclusive of fuel and insurance . 

. f t III. He shall, within the year for which he is chosen, 
-1 agen neg_ 
lects, speeial perform all the duties required by law and if he refuses 
wrent niay be ' 
a1\pointei1. or neglects so to do, so far as practicable, the municipal 

-to account 

officers, on con~plaint of any inhabitant of the district, 
and after due notice and investigation, may appoint a 
special agent to discharge such duties, who shall be 
sworn, and have all the powers and perform all the 
duties of school agent for the district. 

IV. To return to the municipal officers, prior to the 
{~:~:e~~~pencti- expiration of his term of service, on account of his 

official expenditures, with the necessary vouchers. 
-to notify V. When school district agents are empowered by 
~~;~~:.

1~g~;. or the town to employ teachers, they shall, before the corn
alJout schools mencernent of a term of school, give written no: ice to 

some member of the school committee or to the super
visor, when it is to commence, whether to be taught by 
a master or mistress, and how long it is expected to 
continue. J 

Agents to re- * [SEC. 94. Each school agent shall return under 
turn list of oath as aforesaid to the assessors and school committee 
persons fro1n ' 
four to twen- in April annually a certified list of the names and 
ty-one years ' ' 
~b:i~~iiie:: S. ages of all persons in his district, from four to twenty-

one years, corrected to the fi1 st day of saicl month, 
leaving out of said enumeration all persons coming from 
other places to attend any college or academy, or to 
labor in any factory, or at any manufacturing or other 
business. J 

s. s. commit- *[SEC. 95. In school districts not baYing legal 
i~~1::1~~s::·~f voters, the school committee of the town shall perform 
agent. the duties imposed upon school ag8nts by specifications 

Teachers to 
keep school 
register. 

two and four of section ninety-three. J 

DUTIES A1SD QUALIFICATIONS OF INSTRUCfORS. 

SEc. 96. Every teacher of a public school shall 
keep a register thereof, containing the names of all the 
scholars who enter the school, their ages, the date of 
each scholar's entering a~d leaving, the number of days 

*}{epealed after March 1, 1894, by Chap. 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
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during which each attended. the length of the school, 
the teacher's wagt·s, a list of text-books used, and all 
other facts required by the blank form furnished him; 
such register shall at all times be open to the inspection 
of the school cornrniltee, and be returned to them at the 
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close of the school. No teacher shall be paid for his -not to ue 
.. · • t'l h . . . . . ·l fill l 1 t d paid till regis-sen Hes, un 1 sue 1eg1::-;te1, p1.ipe1 y et , comp e e , ter is co1t1-

and signed, is cteposited with the school committee, oi' pleted. 

with a person designated by them to receive. 
*SEC. 97. The presidents, professors, :rnd tutors of In;-ctructor:,; of 

colleges, the preceptors and teacllers of academies, and ti1i\;t\~1
8t;n!~c., 

all ot,,er instructors of yo nth, in public or private insti- ~11it1\;~~{· ju,,;

tutions. shall u,..e their be~t endeavors to impress on the patriotism. 

minds of the chi'dren and youth committed to their care 
and instruction, the principlt-'s of morality and justice, 
and a sacred regard for truth; love of country, lrnman-
ity, and a universal benevolence ; sobriety. industry, 
and frugality; chastity, moderation, and temperance; 
and all other virtues which ornament human society; 
aud to lead those under their care, as their ages and 
capacities admit, i.nto a particular understanding of the 
tendency of such virtues to preserve and perf, ct a 
republican constitution. secme the blessings of liberty, 
and promote their future lrnppiness; and tlle tendency 
of the opposite vices, to slavery, degradation and ruin. 
And it also shall be the duty of all teachers in the pub-

-kim1ness to 
lie schools of this state to devote not less than t,·n min- birds all(l ani

mah, shall he 
utes of each week of the school term, to teaching to the taught in pnlJ-

. . . . lie school,,;. 
children under their charge, the pnnc1ples of kindness 
to birds and animals. 

8Ec. 98. ,vhoever teaches a district school without Forfeiture for 

first obtain;ng a certificate from the school committee ;~ft~:~)i:;f certi

of the town, forfeits not exceeding tbe sum contracted ficate. 

for his daily wag..,s, for each day he so teaches, and is 
barred from receiving pay therefor; and no certificate 
shall be valid for mor~ than one year without the 
approval of the superintending school committee 
annually endorsed thereon ; providecl, that any town Proviso. 

may, by vote, on an article in the warrant calling any 
legal meeting, employ its supervisor to instruct any of 
its schools and fix his compensation therefor. In such 

* As amended 1891. 
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case the certificate hereinbefore mentioned shall not be 
required.* 

SCHOOLS IN PLANTATIONS. 

Powers of *SE<J. 99. Plantations have the same powers and 
r~:::i1~~~~i1to liabilities as towns, for electing committees or super
districts. visors. treasurers, collectors, and for raising, assessing 

and collecting school money, to be apportioned and 
expended as in towns. The assessors of plantations 
may take a census of the inhabitants thereof, at the 
expense of the plantation, and when so taken, the 
m':>ney raised therein for schools shall be upon the basis 
of such census and not upon tf)e census of the state. 

District meet- t[SEC. 100. School district meetings shall be called 
~

1~fi/}~w by the assessors of the plan' ation. on the written appli
cation of three or more legal voters in the district, 
stating th·~ reasons, and objects thereof, and notice 
shall be given as for meetings in town sd1ool districts. J 

School <lis- t[SEC. 101. Such districts, at meetings called for 
tri.cts may the purpose. may raise money and choose committees 
rau,e rnoney 

~~~~;
1
~\~f!! to to hire, buy or build a school-house for their use ; and 

~i{i~<~f~wuses the plantation assessors ~hall make a valuation of the 
real anct personal estat~ in the district, whether owned 
by resid.-nts or not, including wild lands, assess the 
money so raisi d on the polls and estates, ar d commit 
the tax to the eollector, who shall collect it and pay it 
to the treasurer. J 

~TATE SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 

Appointment SEC. 102. The governor with the advice and consent 
~~1!:rm of of council, shall appoint a state rnperintendent of com

mon schools, who shall be sworn and continue in office 

\ 

To have an 
office at the 
capitol. 

three years. or during the pleasure of the executive ; 
vacancies shall be filled by a new appointment for a like 
term. 

SEC. 103. An office shall be provided for him at the 
seat of government, where he shall preserve all school 
reports of this state and of other states which he may 
receive, th~ returns of the school committees of the 
various towns, and such books, apparatus, maps, charts, 
works on education, plans for school buildings, models, 

*As amen<le<1 lSHO, arn1 after l\larell 1, 18H4-, by Chap. 2rn, Public 
Laws of 18H3. 

tRepeale(l after l\Iarch l, 1Hl4, by Chap. 2rn, Public Laws of 189:3. 



APPEKDIX. 

and other articles of interest to school officers and 
teachers as may be procured witl10ut expense to the 
state. 

SEC. 104. His duties are as follows: Duties. 

117 

I. To exercise a general supervision of all the public -to exercise 

schools, and to advise and direct the town committees ir~l~~:~rper

in the discharge of their duties, by circular, letters and schools. 

personal conference, devoting all his time to the duties 
of his office. 

II. To obtain information as to the school systems -olitain arHl 

-0f other states and countries, and the condition and l~!t~~;:~;1t~
1
~ 

progress of common school education throughout the ~~~~;~i1f,~:i_ 
world; to disseminate this information, with such prac- terns, etc. 

tical hints upon the conduct of schools and the true 
theory of education as observation and investigation 
convince him to be important, by public addresses. cir-
{mlars, and articles prepared for the press; and to do 
all in his power to ~waken and sustain 311 interest in 
education among the people, and to stimulate teachers 
to well directed efforts in their work. 

III. To take such measures as he deems necessary -take neees

to secure the holding of a state educational convention ~:~·11 ;<~
1
~t~-1tJ_ 

-0nce each year, with a view of bringing together the ~\~~i~~~~~1e c~~
1
t: 

teachn~, scl10ol committees, and friends of education, ventions. 

for consultation with reference to the interest of com-
mon schools and tlrn most approved methods of instruc-
tion. 

IV. If sufficient encouragement is afforded by the 
1 -may 10hl 

citizens, to hold in each county once during each year ri~~:~~y insti-

a public meeting or institute for teachers and educators. 
V. To prepare and cause to be printed and distributed t 

11
. 

1 - 0 JH1) IS l 

such portions of the })l'Oceedin<Ys of state institutes or abstmct_s of 
:::, proceetllngs 

teachers' conventions !ls he deems important in the ~~~~fc;~
1
~~11-

furtherance of education. 
VI. To prescribe the studies to be taught in the -nreseribe 

common schools rei,ervincr to town committees tlie riaht stllllies to ue 
' ~ ~ taught. 

to prescribe additional studies. 
VIL Annually, to report to the governor and council 

-make report 
the result of bis inquiries aud inYestiaations, and the to governor 

~ and. council 
facts obtained from the school returns, with such sug- annually. 

gestions and recommendations as in his judgm1 nt would 
best promote the improvement of common schools. 
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-to compile, 
publish and 
distribute 
amended 
rnhool laws. 

CO:'lfYION SCHOOL8. 

*VIII. B:ennially, as soon as practicable after the 
aajournment of the legislature, to compile and have 
printed in pamphlet form, three thouilaod copies of the 
amended school law of the state and <lit-tribute the same 

to the municipal and school officers of the several towm,. 

-issue circu- *IX. To prepare and issue biennially such circulars 
i~;,t00~nfii- of information and advice to school officers, relating to 
r1lI~~e l~ ~~~-w new school enactments, as he deems necessary for the 
laws. intelligent and effectual en~orcement of such enactmente. 

Superintend- SEC. 105. Such superintendent shall prepare and 
ent, to P

1
ref- print blank forms for all returns required by law, or 

pare auc. or-
cl~~~ ~?a~'k':n deemed by him necessary, and shall, on the first day of 
for school re- each March, forward to town clerks, blanks for the 
turns. 

To notify cle

annual school return, and registers for the school year 

commencing on the first day of April following; and 
said derks shall forthwith deliver the same to the school 
committees of their towne. 

SEC. 106. He shall, on the first day of each June, 

;igh~~1n}om- notify the school committee of any town whose returns 

t~if~i~~·h ~;rn, were not received at bis office in May, an<l sba1l, annually, 

~~.~~e ~f
1
~;ter ascertain on tbe first nay of July, the number of chil

~~f!~~;;!~ncl dren between four and twenty-one :years of age, in the 
21. towns from which returns are received, and furnisll a 

list thereof to the treasurer of state. 

TEACHERS' CONVENTIONS. 

[I. Whenever not less than thirty of tbe teachers 
and school officers o{ any county E-ha11 have formed an 
association under rules of government apµroved by the 
st-ate superintendent of common schools, for the purpose 
of mutu'll improvement io the science and art of teach
ing, and of creating popular interest in, and diffllsing a 

knowledge of the best method::; of improving our public 

school tc:ystem, by the holding of conventions at least 
once every _year under the supervision of the state super

intendent, \ be state shall defray the necessary expenses 
attending the holding of soch conventions, for whieb pur

pose the sum of one thousand dollars is hereby annually 

appropriated, to be deducted and set aside therefor by 
tbe treasurer of state from the annual school fond of the 
state; prov'iclecl, howeter, tl.iat no more than two rnch 

*Act of 1889. 
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aqsociations shall be formed in any county, and that the 

expenses as aforesaid of no more than two conventions 

of any such associa.tion in any year shall be defrayed by 

the state. 

II. Teachers of publi~ schools are hereby authorized 

to suspend their sehools for not more than two days 

in s.ny year during the sessions ot such conventions 

within their counties, unless otherwise, directed in writ

ing by the school officers, and attend said conventions 

without forfeiture of pay for the time uf such attendance, 

provided they shall present to the officers employing 

them, certificates signed by the secretaries of such con

ventions and countersigned by the state superintendent 

of common aebools, showing such attendance. 

III. The governor and council are hereby authorized 

to draw warrants on the treasurer of state for the pay

ment of bills for the expenses herein provided 1or, when 

such bills shall have been approved by the state superin

tendent of common schools; p1·ovidecl, however, that no 

bills shall be so paid except those for advertising such 

conventions, and for actual traveling expern;;;es of 

speakers and lecturers not residing in the counties in 

which such conventions are held.]* 

NORl\:IA.L SCHOOLS. 

11,9 

SEC. 10:. Tbe northern normal school at Farmington, Tbreelnormal 

the eastern normal school at Castine, and the western ~£ir0J!ocatecl 

normal school at Gorham, shall be condncted for the 
purpo~es and upon the principles herein set forth. 

I. They shall be thoroughly devoted to the training Their objects. 

of teachers for their professional lab ffS 

JI. Tbe course of study shall include the common 

English branches in thorough reviewF, and such of the 

higher branches n.s are especially adapted to prepare 

teachers to conduut the mental, moral and physical edu

cation of their pupils. 

III. Tbe art of school management, including the 

best methods of government and instruction, shall have 

a prominenl place in the daily exercise of s·aid schools. 

IV. Said schools, while teaching the fundamental Christianity 

truths of Christianity, and the great principles o1 fg-%~~~~~f 
*Act of l885, as rtmemle,1 by act of 189:3. 
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morality, recognized by law, shall be free from all 
denominational teachings, and open to persons of dif
ferent religious connections on terms of equality. 

V. The principals of the normal schools and of all 
Principals of 
normal other schools in which normal departments are supported, 
schools or 
normal !le- wholly or in part, by the state, shall keep a register 
partments in· 
otherschools, containing the names of all stuctents entering sueh 
required to 
forward to schools or departments, the date of entering and leaving, 
superinten(1-
ent statistics their ages, number ot days auendance. the length of 
of students 
tl1erein; ancl the term, a list of text books used, and all other intor-
the informu- . , d · h bl k f · h d h tion to be laid mat10n require In t e an s urms e y the state 
before the . , . 
legislature. supermtendent. Such register and blanks shall be 

Course of 
study iu
rang.etl by 
superintend
ent. 

returned to said superintendent by the first day of each 

DecembH, and the in format ion so furnished shall appear 

in his annual report, for the use of the legit->lature. 

SEC. 108. The course of study shall occupy two years 
with suitable vacations; and with the terms of admission 

shall be arranged by said superintendent, Auhject to the 

approval of the governor and council. The trustees 

Trustees may may arrange for a course of study, occupying three 
externt it. :years, for such students as dect to pursue the same. 

Diplonrnspro- SEC. 109. Any student who C'Ompletes the course of 
vide<l for. study prescribed, and otherwise complies with tbe regu-

lations of the school. shall receive a diploma certifying 
the same. 

Applicants SEC. 110. Applicants for admission shall be sixteen 
for a_<lyii,-:Si0 n lears of age if females, and seventeen if males and 
qualltieut10us v ' 

of. shall signify their intention to become teachers and come 

Tuition. 

Trustees of 

under obligation to teach in this state for at least one 

year, and if they receive a diploma, two years after they 

have gradnated ; on these conditions shall be received 

without charge for tuition; but each pupil shall pay one 
dollar and fifty cents for incidental expenses of the 

school. 
SEC. 111. Said schools are under the direction of a 

normal board of seven trustees, fl ve of wllom shall be appointed 
school", ap-
porntment of, bv the governor, with the advice and consent of the 
&c. .J 

-terrn. 

-co1npensa-

council, for not more than three years under one appoint-
ment; and the governor and superintendent of common 

schools are, by virtue of their office, members of the 
board. Each of the trustees appointed by the governor 

tion. shall receive ten cents a mile for actual travel each way, 
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-and two dollars a day for llis services when employed. -powers and 
. f h l . . (luties of. Said board bas charge o t e genera mterests of sa1<1 

schools ; shall see that the affairs thereof are conducted 
as required by law and by such by-laws as the board 
adopts ; employ teachers and lecturers for the same; -repc,rt of. 

and, annually, on the first day of Drcember lay before 
the governor and council for the information uf the 
legi~lature, a financial statement, furnishing an accurate 
detailed account of the recripts and expenditures for 
the scllool year preceding. 

* SEC. 112. For support of the three normal schools, Annual ap-
. . propriation of 

twenty-four thournnd dollars 1s an:rnally appropnated, S:!4,ooo. 

to be expended under the direction of said trustees, 
which sum the treasurer of state shall deduct for said TreasnrC>r to 

. • rlC'(luct ,.;ame 
purpose from any school money raised for the support from ,;d1001 

of common schools. The governor and council may, t~>~.1:?~i;r,&c., 
, . . may ,Jraw 

from time to time, as they thmk prrper, draw warrants warrants in 

therefor on said treasur2r in favor of said trustees. i~~:).r of trus-

PENAL PROVISIONS AFFECTING SCHOOL-:, 

SEC. 113. Forfeitures under this chapter, not o· her- I<'orfriture,;, 

wise provi<led for ma'-' be recovered by indictment and how recoy-
' J ' ere(l an<l ap-

shall be paid into the treasury ot tbe town where they propriatetl. 

occurred, for the support of schools th,r1c·in, in a(ldition 
to the amount required by law to be raised; but tbe 
costs of prosecution shall he paid iuto the county 
treasury; any town neglecting for one year, so to expend Penal~- of 

• town for neg-
such money, forfeits an equal sum to any person suing iect to ex-

therefor in an action of debt. lH:ml money. 

SEc. 114. ,v1.10ever, whc~her a scholar or not, enters Penalty for 

b l h 1- l f , . l . <lbtnrhing any sc oo - ouse or Otller p ace o instruction, c urmg or ,;ellooJ,,.. 

out of school hour~, while the teacher or any pupil is 
present, and wilfully interrupts or disturbs the teac:her 
or pupils by loud speaking, rude or indecent behavior, 
signs or gestures; or wilfully interrupts a school hy 
prowling about the building, making noises, throwing 
missiles at the school-llouse, or in any way disturbing 
the school, forfeits not less than two nor more than 
twenty dollars, to be recovered as afore&aid, or on 
complaint. 

*A,.; am01Hle<l l>y ad of lS!Jl. 
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Paren~s oT. *SEC. 115. If a minor iniures or aids in injuring 
guarchans lla- . . . 
ble. any school-honse, out-bmldrngs, utens11s or appurte-

nances belonging thereto; <lefaces tbe walls, benches,. 

seals, or otber parts of said buildings by marks, cuts or 

otherwise; or injures or destroys any property belonging 

to a school district, such distriet by the truant officer of 
the wwn, or any one of 1hern, may recover of his parent 

or guardian, in an action cf debt, double the damage· 
occasioned thereby. 

Penalty for SEC. 116. ·whoever defaces the walls, beD<·bes, seat,.. 

ic~!gift~uses, blackboards, or other parts of any school-house or
&~~buih1ings, out-buildings belonging thereto, by obscene pictures, 

Pern1onent 
school fun11. 

Teasurer to 
apportion 
scl1ool funds, 

Basis when 
return,:; are 
not received. 

language, marks or descriptions, shall he fined not 

exceeding ten dollars, on complaint made within one· 

year. 

STATE SCHOOL FCNDS. 

SEC. 117. The treasurer of state shall keep a rnparate· 

account of alt moneys received from sales of lands. 

appropriated for the support of schools or from notes 
taken therefor. aud of any otber moneys appropriated· 

for the same purpose; and such sum shall constitute a. 
permanent scbonl fund, which may be put at interest as 

the legblature direets. A sum equ::1.l to six per cent of 

tbe amount of such fond, and all money received by 
tbe state from tbe tax on banks, together with one-half 
the amount of· tbe annual tax paid by savings banks 
sbal1 be annually appropriated tu the support of common 

schools, and distributed ::i.mong 1he several towns accord
ing to tbe nnrnher < f children t1le1ein between four and 
twenty1-one years ut age. 

~EC. 118. Tbe trensurer shall, immediately after the 

first day of J nly, apportion to tbe towns all state school 

funds for tbe year, acco1<liog to the list of children 

fornisb~d by tbe superintendent ot common schools, as. 

provideo in section one hundred anrl. six. Tbe number 

of .such children belonging to a town from which either the

scbool committee or the munieipa1 authorities have failed 

to make the returns nquired by law, shall be reckoned 

by taking the number used as a basis of the last appor

tion mtnt, and deducting all such cbildrnn set off to other 

towns, or incorporated into a new town within a year, 

*A,:; amenclell by Chap. 20G, Public Laws of lSQB. 
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and one-tenth of the remainder, and the residue shall 
be the basis of the new apportionment. lrnmediatdy 
after making the apportionment, the treasurer shall 
notify each town of its proportion ; which shall not be 

. . . . . Not.to be paid 
pa1d t0 any town untll 1ts return 1s made to the superrn- until return is 

ruucle. 
tendent of common schools, nor so long as any state 
tax assessed L1pon such town remains unpaid. 

SEc. 119. A tax of one mill on a dollar shall annually Mm tax for 

be assessed upon all the proper1y in tbe state according ~~Erii1;~ of 

to the valuation thereof, and shall be known as the mill 
tax for lbe support of common s<."hoolEi. 

SEc. 120. This tax shall be assesserl and collected How assessed 

in the same manner as other state tax2s, and be paid and collected. 

into the state treasury and designated as the school mill 
fund. 

SEC. 121. This fund shall be distributed by the 
To be c1istrib· 

treasurer of state on the first day of JanL1ary, annuallv, uted in ,fan. 
~ uary annually 

to tbe several cities, towns and plan! ations according to 
number ot children thenin. as tbe same sha11 appear 
from the official return made to the state superintendent 
for the preceding year. 

SEC, 122. All of the school mill fond not distributed Any portion 
. . . une:s:pel1l1et1 

or expended durmg the financial year sball l:l.t 1ts close to be aclclecl to 
permanent 

be added to the permanent school fund. :::chool fund. 

PROVISIONS RESPECTING LITERARY INSITUTIONS. 

SEC. 1~3. Pr esideots of co1leges are removable at Presidents of 
the pleasure of the trustees and overseers, wbose con- ~~~1;f~~~ee~
currence is necessary for tbeir election. 

SEC. 124. No officer of a college shall recE'ive as per- Fees for l1e

qui.:3its any fees for a diploma or medical degree conferred ~~:i~e~l~on· 

by such college, but such fees shall be paid into the 
college treasury. 

SEC. 125. If an innholder, confection.er. or keeper of Innllolders, 

1 b ·1· h ,1· . tbl ·. 1'tf stablekeep-a S 10p, uaIC mg- OUSe OI 1ve1y S a e, gn es Creel Of ers, aml cer· 

food drink or horse or carria<.Te hire to any I)Upil of a tain otu.ers , , o not to give 

college or literary institution in violation of its rnles, or ~f!1~~i·i. 
without the consent of its president or other officer 
authorized thereto by its government, he forfeits a sum 
equal to the amount so credited, wbether it has been 
paid or not, to be recovered in an action of debt by the 



124 CO:\lMON ~CHOOLS. 

treasurer of such institution ; half to its use, and half 
to t'he town where it is located ; and no person shall be 
licensed by the municipal officers for any of said employ
ments, if it appears that within the preceding year he 
Lad given credit c ;ntrary to the provisions hereof. 

SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF. 

Governor and * SEC. 126. Upon the request of the parents or guar
eouncil may dians the governor may with the apr)roval of the 
send deaf per- ' ' 
~g~~t x~~t~~\- council, send such deaf mutes or deaf children or blind 
or toro'rtland children as he may deem fit subJ·ects for education for 
School for · ' 
Deaf. a term not exreeding ten years, and thereafter in the 

discretion of the governor and council, in the case of 
any pupil, to the American Asylum at Hartford, Con
necticut, or to the Portland school for the deaf at Port
land, in the case of deaf mutes or deaf children, and to 
the Perkins Ins itute for the blind at South Boston, 
Massachusetts, in the case of bl nd children. In the 
exercise of the discretionary power conferred by this 
act, no di8tinction shall be made on account of the 
wealth or poverty of the parents or guardians of such 
cbildren. No such pupil shall be withdrawn from such 
institutions c;r schools, except with the consent of the 
proper authorities thereof or of the governor ; and the 
sums necessary fc·r the support and instruction of such 
pupils in sueh institutions or school, including all travel
ing e.xpense,s of such pupils attending such institutions 
or school, shall be paid by the state ; proYided, however, 
that nothing herein contained shall be held to prevent 
the voluntary payment of the whole or any part of such 
sums by the parents or guardians of such pupils. 

* A~ nrne11tle(l l1y Clla11. :!o:I, Public- L:rw~ of 1S!l3. 
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DUTIES OF TOWNS. 

tlECT. 1. Towns may at annual meeting determine the number and 
limits of school districts. How they may be changed. 
School in small district may be suspended. 

2. Remote portions of town may be omittc:l in districting. 
3. Town may abolish its ,,chool tlistricts. Proceedings. 
4. Towns may at annual meeting choose school agent. Vacancies, 

how filled. 
5. Town may empower district agents to _employ teachers. 
6. Towns to raise money for support of schools. Forfeiture for 

neglect. 
7. School fund and mill-tax ,vithhehl from delinquent towns. 
8. Towns shall provide school books. 
!:J. School committees shall provide for the distribution and preser

vation of school books. 
10. Parent or guardian to be taxed for books, &c., lost or damaged. 
11. Cities or towns may instruct in industrial or mechanical draw

ing, and raise money for evening schools. 
12 . .Apportionment of school money. 
13. Certificate to be returned by municipal officers to state super

intendent. 
14. Superintendent to furnish blanks to municipal officers. 
15. Duty of assessors when school agent fails to return number of 

scholars. Apportionment of money to districts. 
16. Towns raising more money than required may direct its appor

tionment. 
17. No school money to be paid except on written order of munici

pal officers. 
18. 'fowns to choose superintending school committee or supervisor. 

Vacancies, how filled. 
19. Superintending school committee may appoint one of their 

number to perform certain duties. 
20. Penalty for towns failing to choose committee or supervisor. 
21. Right to attend school defined. 'fO\vns may make by-laws con

cerning truants, &c., to be approved by judge of supreme 
court. Penalty for breach thereof. 

22. Shall appoint persons to make complaints of violation of by
la,vs. 

23. Truant children m::l)' be placed in suitable institutions. 
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C<J:\lPl:L:-\OHY EI>l'CATIOX. 

SECT. 24. Chil(lren het,n:<m ciµ:ht flll(l fifteen years of age, re<1uired to 
attcnrl a public sd10ol :"ixteen ·weeks yearly. Exceptions. 
Pennlty. 

25. Cities and tmn1,.: nrnst elect truant officerR. Duties. Penalties 
for neglect. 

2G. Boys refusing- to attell(l school sent to Heform School. 
2i. ,Tnrisdil'tion of ofiiccrs. 

l·'HEE IIH;JI SCHOOLS. 

28. State ai(l extcnclPtl to towns maintaining free high schools. 
( 'onditions. .\mount. 

2D. A town may establish two free high schools. Adjoining towns 
or one 01· more f'!clwol districts may establish one. Gifts and 
he<1uests to be faithfully expended. 

30. Location, &c., of free high schools. How supplied and fur
uishetl. 

31. Conn;e of stnlly. Out of to\\·n pupils to pay for tuition. 
32. Free high schools subject to school laws, arnl school committee. 

Exceptions. 
33. Towns may raise money to support free high schools. 
34. A town may employ au academy or free high school iu another 

town, for that purpose. 
35. Superintending school committee or committees to make annual 

returns. State superintendent to certify amount to which 
town is entitled. Appeal to governor and council. Penalty 
for cheating state. 

36. 'l'rustees of academies, &c., may surrender property to town 
for free high school. 

37. Property, how com=eyed. 
38. Income of property, how applied. Qualification of pupils, how 

determined. 
39. Non-residents to pay tuition. 

POWERS AND OBLWATIONS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

40. School districts legally organized, declared corporations. Exe-
cutions against them satisfied as against towns. 

41. Who are legal voters. 
42. District meetings, how called. 
43. Notice of meeting, how to be given. Re tum of proper officers, 

evidence of notice. 
44. Meeting held prior to :l\Iarch 20, 1860, made valid. 
45. District may determine manner of notifying meetings. 
46. Moderator to be chosen. Clerk to be chosen and sworn. 
47. Districts shall choose a school agent. 
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:SECT. 48. Powers of a school district. )Ia>· raise money for certain pur
poses, determine loeation of sehool-houses, dispose of same, 
regulatP admission of youth to schools, awl instruct surwrin
teuding school committee or supervisor wlut time schools 
shall commence. ::\lay allow school-houses to lw used for 
meetings, etc. 

4D. Districts having gratlc!l schools may raise mom·>·· 
50. May choose committee to regulate money affairs. 
51. )Iinority uot satistk!l ,vith amount of money rnbPll may appeal 

to town. Proceedings in such cases. 
52. When the erection, repairing, renting or purchasing of 1,chool

honses may he ordered nnrl completed by.the to"·n. 
!53. l\Ione>·, how raisell and ex:i)endccl in a district having no ,·oters. 
54. 'l'wo or more !listricts may unite for support of union school for 

advanced scholars. Provision if more than onp-fourth of 
yoters prPsent object. 

55. 'l'wo or more llistricts may unite for maintaining graded sehools. 
l'roceetlings. 

5G. Location of school-houses may be determined by municipal 
oflicers in case of disagreement. Proceedings. 

fi7. Proceedings ,Yhen o"·ner of lot selected for school-house refuses 
to sell. Land to revert to owner in case of !liscontinnance. 

58. Owner of land aggl'ieved may have the matter tried by a jury. 
Costs, by whom vaid. 

59. I~nonpous location of school-house lots re-established and made 
valitl. Procemlings for rt>-appraisement. 

fJO. Selectmen to give notice in writing to all parties interested. 
61. How sum appraised shall be assessed and collected. 
62. Any tendt>r thereon to be allowed toward payment. 
63. Land ow1wrs may appeal. 
64. Improvements to inure to town or district making them. 
(j5, Legality of school-house tax not affected by error in location of 

lot. 
66. Plan for erection or re-construction of school-house, to be 

approved by superintending school committee. 
67. District may determine proportion of money for summer 

schools. 
68. May direct what scholars shall attend school of master and 

mistress. 
6D.•Districts where more than one school is kept may choose com

mittee to classify scholars. Committee to transmit copy of 
report to state superintendent. 

[.__ 70. May appropriate for purchase of library and apparatus, not 
exceeding one-tenth of school money. Adjacent districts 
may unite for this purpose. 
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS FOR)IED FRO)[ TWO OR )lOHE TOWNS 

SECT. 71. Two or more adjoining towns may concur in establishing 
school districts. Provision when such district has existed 
fifteen years. 

72. How such districts shall be superintended. 
73. Assessors to apportion school money to such districts. 
74. Such district shall choose its agent, whose acts are binding on 

each town. Powers of its officers. 

ASSESS)LENT A~D COLLECTIO~ OF .'.\IOXEY RAISED OR 

BOHIW\VED BY DI8THrCTS. 

75. Money raised to be assessed within sixty days, on polls and 
estates in the district. How to be collected. 

76. Overlay of five per cent. may be assessed. 
77. Assessment of school district tax. 
78. Chap. 6, § 13D, to apply to taxes assessed for school districts. 
70. Collectors, their powers, duties and compensation. 
80. J[oney raised to be at disposal of district committee. 
81. District may borrow money to erect school-house and to pur-

chase lot, on ten years, eriual payments, and not otherwise. 
82. District may appoint agent to contract loan. 
83. Duties of assessors in 1mch cases. 
84. District may elect a collector when sum raised exceeds three 

hundred 1lollars. 

POWEHS AND DGTIES OF SUPEIUNTEXDIXG- SCHOOL 

CO)D1ITTEE. 

85. Superintending school committee and supervisor to be sworn. 
86. Superintending school committee tlrst chosen, to determine 

1>term of office by lot. Vacancies, how filled. 
87. Duties of superintending school committees. ·what constitute 

a school week and month. 
88. Shall make annual statement. Particulars. To~nake return to 

:;;tate superintendent of common schools. 
89. If agent neglects, superintending school committee to make 

enumeration of scholars. 
90. Superintending school committee to make return 1of ~lists of 

scholars to nssessors. 
*81. Parents or guardians neglecting to furnish books to seholars, 

committee to furnish them. Expense may be added to town 
tax of delirn1uent_. 

fl2. Compensation of superhitending sch"Jol committees.and super
visors. 

*Repealed, Act of 1889. 
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POWERS AND DUTIES OF SCHOOL AGENTS, 

SECT. 93. School agents shall be sworn; their powers and duties. 
94. Agent to retum list of persons from four to twenty-one years 

of age to superintending school committee. 
95. In what cases superintending school committee perform duties 

of agents. 

DUTIES AKD QUALIFICATIONS OF INSTRUCTORS. 

96. Teachers to keep school register. Not to be paid till register 
is completed. 

97. Instructors of colleges and other institutions of learning to 
inculcate morality, justice and patriotism. 

98. Forfeiture for teaching without certificate. No certificate 
valid for more than one year. Proviso. 

SCHOOL8 IN PLANTATIONS. 

99. Plantations have pffwer to form school districts. Authorized 
to raise money. 

100. District meetings in plantations, how called. 
101. l\Iay raise money and choose committees to provide school

houses. 

STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF cmDION SCHOOLS. 

102. State superintendent of common schools, appointment and term 
of office. 

103. To have an office at the capital. 
104. Duties of superintendent. 
105. Ruperintendent to prepare and forward blanks for returns of 

schools. 
106. Superintendent to notify delirn1uent school committees, and to 

return to state treasurer number of children between four and 
twenty-one years of age. 

TEACIIEHS' CONVEXTIOXS-XOH}IAL SCHOOLS. 

107. :Normal schools at Farmington, Castine and Gorham to remain 
as estalJlished. Purposes for and principles upon which they 
shall be conducted. 

108. Course of study, how arranged. 
109. Diploma, to ·whom awarded. 
no. Applicants for admission, qualifications of, to pay $1.50 per 

sessivn. 
9 
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SECT.111. Governor, state superintendent and :five others to constitute 
board of trustees. Term and compensation. Annual report 
to governor and council. 

112. Annual appropriation of $24,000. 

PENAL PROYISIONS AFFECTING SCHOOLS. 

113. Forfeitures, how recovered and appropriated. Penalty of town 
for neg·lect to expend money as provided. 

114. Penalty for disturbing schools. 
115. Parents or guardians liable for injury to buildings or other 

property by minors. 
116. Penalty for defacing school-houses, out-buildings, etc. 

STATE SCHOOL FUNDS. 

117. Permanent school fund and bank ta:s:, how managed and appro
priated. 

118. Treasurer of state to apportion school funds. Basis when 
returns not received. Not to be paid till return is made. 

119. Mill tax on all property in the state for support of common 
schools. 

120. How assessed a.nd collected. 
121. To be distributed to towns, etc., annually on the first day of 

January. 
122. Unexpended balance to be added each year to permanent school 

fund. 

PROVISIONS RESPECTING LITERARY INSTITUTIONS. 

123. Presidents of colleges remova.ble at pleasure of appointing 
power. 

124. Graduation fee, not perquisit!s of college officers, but payable 
into college treasur3·. 

125. Inn-holders, stable-keeper.;;, &c., foc'l)idden to give credit to 
students. 

SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF. 

126. Governor and council may send deaf persons to Hartford 
~~merican Asy:um, or to the Portland school for the deaf, at 
expeme of State. 



PAPERS READ 

AT l\HETING OF 

STATE PEDAGOGICAL SocrETY, 

LEWISTON, DECEMBER 29-31, 1892. 

ADDREtiS OF WELCO.JIE. 

:Mayor w. H. NK\YELL. 

Lr,.d1'es oncl Gentlemen : 

It is a sound governmental principle that national greatness keeps 
pace with national intelligence. Tbe people of New England early 
recognizing the truth of this fact, made wise provision for the edu-. 

cation of i s people; and from this i<lea has grown our erlucational 
aystem. This love for education and faith in its power, has ever 

been one of the best elements of New England character. 

Aside from other considerntions, the cl iscusbion of the principles 
and theories of <:ducation is especially profitable to ,ou, because 

they pertain to your professional work; but the people are cbiefly 

intuEsted in the 1esults, as measured by their iufluence upon the 

intelligence, morals and prosperity of society. In this spirit, we 

bid you a glad welcome; and we offtr a hospitality the warmi.h of 
w l.iich, we t1 ust, will make your stay as pleasing to you as it is 
gratif; ing to ourselvt s. And to your association, representing as 

it does the best phase of New England education, we present the 

f1 eedom of our city, which is the home, not alone of business thriit 

and enterprise, but of excellent schools and institutions of learning, 

as well. Feeling the importance of such meeting:3, we welcome you, 
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and in the same breath, ask to participate in your deliberations, so 
that we may be, not only sharers with you in the pleasures of the 
occasion, but recipients of its benefits. 

Education, in its true sense, comprehends the !ymmEtrical 
development of the intellectual, the moral and the physical nature, 
and any system which aims to accomplish less than this, is a failurf'. 

It is not one sided, but niany sided men and women that the world 
of to-day demands from our educational institutiom. I do not 

underestimate the fact that there is a growiug tendency toward 

special lines of w01 k in business and in the professions ; but you 
are called upon to considl'r such principles as form the groundwork 
of business and profest-ional l'ducation, and leave that which is 
beyond to the specialist, to follow out that line of thought and study 
for which tbe peculiar characteristics of the individual indicate him 

to be best fitted. 8omewllere within the scope of such a system, 
each finds his proper Fphere, and all are benefited to a degree 
dependent upon conditions within their own conirol. The field is so 

vast that little of profit can be said to you whose profes~ion necessi
tates a ciitieal study of methods. I sha.ll, therefore, confine myself 

to a di11cussion of the S) Eitem and its demands, as it appears to the 
people, and leave to otbPrs the higher and more pretentious flights 
after truth in the discussion of pedagogics. 

'While it is admitted that our graded schools and higher institu
tions of learning have attained a high standard oft ffidency, and are 
in touch with the best e·ducational thought of the times, it must be 
acknowledged that the management of our rural school:;; is not 
characterized by intelligent a!ld progrrssive ideas. It is a debata
ble question, even, w bether they arf', at the present time, fqual in 
Effieieney to those of twenty Jears ago. It is undoubtedly true that 
the massing of population and the concentration of weal1 h, conse

quent upon the growth and de\'elopment of our cities and large 

villages, afford greater a<lvantages to the pupil in longer terms of 

schools, a better course of instruction, and more efficient teachers. 

And while it may be conceded that this works somewhat to the dis
advantage of our rural sehools, it is tiue that their standa1d is not 
relatively so high as it once was, and that the line of separ~tion is 

becoming more marker! each year. Whether the truth of tbi~ state
ment be admitted or deniPd, every inttlligent perr,ion understands 

that some remedy, through Jegi::::lation or otherwise, should be 
devised, to bring them into conformity wi,.h the higher and more 
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progressive €ducational interests of the State. The indifference to 
the needs of our coinmon schools is not the fault of the people. 
They are not in the position to appreciate the defects in the present 
school system, or to devise a remedy. But it is in the nature of 
things that the teachers themselves should be the first to recognize 
the condition, and take the rnitiative in the needed reform of the 

present impramicable and unprofitable methods pursued in the 
common schools of our State. 

There are three efficient causes, ail of which are, to some degree, 
responsible for the present status of our common schools; first, tbe 
lack of intelligent legislation ; secondly, the inadequacy of either 
State or county supervision ; and thirC:ly, tbe want of an esprit cle 
corps among the teachers themselves. All of these are potential 
factors in the present stand-still policy, and hinder the unification 
of the different educaticnal interests into a well ordered and pro
gressive system. Through legislation the district system· should be 
abolished. It has outlived its period of usefulness. Some sort of 
uniformity should be moulded from the present exisiting chaos, so 
that in the ten or twenty independent schools in each of more than 
four hundred towns of the State, there may be a conformity to s. 
general system in the selection of text-books, the course of study, 
and the edu<-ational qualifications of the teacher. There should be 
State and c< ,unty E-upervision by persons possessing, not only the 
requisite educational qualifications, but a practical knowledge of 
methods. The need is for practical men-not theorists ; for builders 
-not iconoclasts. This .matter has been allowed to drift until it 
bas become a discredit to the State. The result has been ietro
gression, rather than advancement; and the great problem of better 
schools for the young remains still a problem, and its solution is 
still a matter of speculation. 

Aside from this association, there is little interest apparent in 
the direction of organization among teachers of the State. Ot the 
many, comparatively few belong to any educational association. 
There can be no pride of profession without organization. Indeea, 
there is no other profession which does not possess some standard 
of excellence to which a person must attain before be is recognized 
as a member. Such an association would, not only dignify the pro
fession and increase the efficiency of the individual teacher, but 
would exert a potent influence upon public sentiment, and secure 
the needed legislation to correct the present existing evils. 
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The safety of a republic rests in the intelligence of its people ; 
and, as a general rule, the intelligrnce of the people is circum
scribed by the facilities for the acquisition of knowledge which are 
brought within the reach of the masses. Our school system is the 
pride of New England, and its proper management bas been in the 
pa'>t, and should be in the future, the subiect. of solicitude. A 

generous support of our common schools will bear full fruition in 
better society, more intelligent citizens, and a greater respect for 
law. In the public schools the boy and girl, in their companion
ships and associatione, hecome members of a small world, in which, 
to some degree, at least, they are surrounded by the same condi
tions with which they are to be surrounded in after life. They 
here, for the first time, appreciate the great American idea that all 
are upon an equality, and that each must achieve success by in<li
vidual effort, or assume the responsibility for failure. Here, to the 
fullest extent, the pupil comprehends the idea of his own individu
ality, which is to become the touch-stone to success or failure in 
the great battle of life. The pupil's intellect is undeveloped. His 
character is in the formative period, and the habits of thought and 
E-tudy formed are to make or mar the symmetry of a life. The 
lesson of obedience learned, the habits of industry acquired, and 
the ambitions aroused,--all of which alike bear testimony to the 
character of the pupil and the excellence of the teacht-r ,-will find 
their several counterparts in the life of the man and woman, and 
will thus benefit society by an increased we

1
alth of average intelli

gence and good morals. Such influences as these, which are dis
tinctively American in their scope an<l tendency, seveially make up 
the essential characteristics of our common schools. 

I approach this subject without prEjudice toward private or sec
tarian schools; and it gives me great pleasure to say that they are 
doing a great work for their own especial peoples, and that they 
occupy a con8pieuous place in the good order and wdl-qe.ng of 
society. But the point which I wish to make is this: that, under a 
rnpublican government like ours, founded upon the equality of all, 
the public school offers the most ~atisfactory training to fit the pupil 
for the varying conditions and demands of society and business. 
The great mBjority of pupils do not go beyond the lower grades, so 
that, for this reason alone, the instruction should be practical. 
The desideratum should be to lay such a foundation of useful 
information as may aid the pupil in practical life, and create a 
desire for knowledge~ so that he may supplement that which he has 
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alreudy gained, by individual study and reading. Such, I conceive 
to be the purpose of our common schools ; but, as has already been 
said, they have gradually drifted away from the track of their 
greatest usefulne8s, and have become, year by year, less practical 
in their tendency. And this happens in an age when the tendency 
in business and the professions is toward the practical, and success 
is measured by results, not by theories. 

The public school is the foundation of the entire educational sys
tem. It furnishes the material for our higher institutions of learning. 
So that every teacher in the State is directly interested to make this 
institution practical, progressive and effective. It is not expected 
that the rural teacher, possessing limited tducation and experience, 
can lend material aiJ in the reformation of existing evils; but the 
remedy must be sugg<:sted and carried into execution by the teachers 
of liberal education and wide expP,rience. It is the province of your 
association to formulate the plan, to lead the way, and for the com
mon school teacher to follow a course which the combined wisdom 
of your association dictates to be the safest path to the desired end. 
,vhile every other profession is progressiYe, teaching in the public 
schools still holds to its ancient landmarks. Competition crowds 
out the quack and the charlatan in other professions why not 
here? Snnply because the teachers have failed to circumscribe the 
profession by a boundary line limiting the membership by proper 
educational qualifications. As has been already suggesteii, the 
remedy is two-fold: namely, through legislation and associatiot ; 
and these two steps would accomplish more for the cause of educa
tion than has been done for half a century. 

I do not pretend to speak by the book: because my habits of 
thought and study lead me to a different line of work ; but in what 
I have said, it bas breu my aim to voice the sentiment and ideas of 
the people. The teachers of Maine .have a grand work before th0,m 
in lines which affect not only the well-h0ing of our citizens, but of 
themselves. The common school is the handmaid of civilization, 
and the school-houses whic~ dot the hills and valleys of New Eng
land, am destined to be the mile-stones of progress to her peopl9 in 
the development of the intelligence, thrift and enterprise of. her sons 
and daughters. ·while there is much to criticize, the the institution 
itself is wedded to all that is best and truest in New England cb~r
acter and history. 

In closing, p;rmit me to express the hope that your stay may be 
made memorable by results which wise counsels may bdng forth. 
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BOOKS WHICH OUR BOYS A~D GIRLS ARE READING. 

DAXIEL E. OWEN, Saco. 

I am to say a few words on what the boys and girls are reading. 
Obviously you must not expect more than a general resume of the 
subject. The tastes with which nature has endowed her creatures 
are legion and the study of the tastes in function under variable 
and varying conditions of inheritance, environment and cultivation 
cannot be other than a complex and at times, an obscure investiga
tion. Moreover, chance plays an important part in the formation 
of literary taste. Children read whatever falls in their way. I 
once knew a boy who read the proceedings of agricultural societies 
and pronounced them entertaining. A considerable perce~tage of 
great readers became great readers not more from natural bent a_nd 
inclination than from happening to be born into familie:3 of a literary 
turn. The home book-shelf is the earliest and often the most 
potent literary influence t.o which a child is subjected. l\Iany read
ers are foreord:iined and predestined to lives of appreciation. But 
the home library is commonly a decidedly heterogeneous accretion 
and it is plain from this cause alone that to trace the course of 
school boys' reading, to search out the springs of tl.Jeir rude criticism, 
to account for their mysterious likes and dislikes, i:, no easy under
taking. 

H should not be understood, however, that the student of chil
dren's reading has to contend with unmitigated chaos. He may be 
guided, always, by the rEflection that under auy and all circum
stances a boy is a boy. 8ome time ago there wandered into the 
Dyer Library in Saco one of the worst boys in town, a boy profane 
of tongue, light of touch, and otherwise disreputable in character. 
He asked for a book on birds. He was very ragged and very dirty, 
so the librarian told him to go home, wash his hands, anrl com') 
again. The next day he presented himself, ragged as ever, but 
clean. He was given the best book on ornithology that the library 
affords, a magnificently illustrated volume abounding in gorgeous 
full page plates. No boy from a c .. ..ltivated home could have mani
fested more enthusiasm over the work than did this poverty strickrn 
ragamuffin. For an entire afternoon he sat engrossed and demon
strated to the librarian and the other spectators beyond necessity 
for argument what every teacher knows that a boy is a boy and that 
there is no boy without some good in him. In the course of a con-
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versation with the courteous lihrarian of the Portland Public 

Library a few weeks ago, I was told that the same books are 
favorites with boys of all classes and grades of societj·. The story 
when perusal is completed in the chea.p tenement to-day is read in 
the parlor to-morrow. Boys are thoroughly democratic in their 
reading as they are in everything else. 

The PrE'sident says that my subject is, usome Books that the 
Boys and Girls are Reading." l\Iuch of the reading that boys and 
girls do is not done in books at all. This is pre-eminently the age 
of periodicals and it is to newspapers and other periodicals that 
children are most partial. Of a total of 111 pupils from thirteen 
years of age upwarrl I found that, ninety-six per cent read a news
paper either habitually or occasionally. 

There seems to be a sort of literary evolution from the illustrated 
story book of the child to the illustrated newspaper of the man. 
Of the lowest class at Thcrnton Academy, for instance, a class 

corresponding in grade to the fourth class for high school, forn teen 
per cent read a metropolitan daily ; of the next higher class t.wenty
nine per cent; and of the second higher sixty per cent. So far as I 
can learn newspar:er reading among school children is on the 
increase. l\Iany conservative papers have recently introduced the 
feature of illustrations and not a few make a pt int of devoting one 
page to stories and other articles especially for children. --

Tbe evolution from story-book to newspaper is not without its 
well-marktd intermediate stage. In the transition from knee-
1breeches to trousers there comE,s an epoch in every boy's life when 
he is too long for knicker-bockers and yet too short for pantaloons. 
During the nondescript sartorial interlude the boy enjoys an immense 
3ppetite, physical and intellectual, and he feeds the latter on the 
fiction of the weekly story paper and the dime novel. The E-tory 
papers are many and in the last few J ears they have rspidly been 
becoming more. Among the boys whom I know The Golden Days, 
The Golden Hours, and The Argosy are favorites. Seventy per 
-0ent of the boys examined bad one or more of these papers; the 
remaining thirty per cent bad the St. Nicholas, The Youth's Corn
pariion and The Scientific; American . . A news dealer ot long experi

ence assures me that to some extent weekly story papers are taking 
the place of dime novels as reading matter for boys. If that is true 
it is a hopeful sign; for though the literary character of the Golden 
Days and other Goldens will not bear compa1ison with that of the 
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Yuilflt's Companion or St. Nicholas, it is considerably above the plane 
of the dime nGvtl. 

And right bere a word on dime novds. I am unable to present. 

statistics on this feature of my theme; they are difficult to get as. 
JOU may surmise; but I am able to say that their enormous sale is. 
not due to juvenile demand alone. Boys are not the only readers 
of dime novels. Men buy them by the half dozen, and incredible 

as it may s€em, women are fond of them, too. As for the boys, I 
wish to say, with becoming modesty, that in my opinion those who 
read them are too often made the subjects of censure and too seldom 
the objects of sympathy. The boy is by nature heroic. If left to 
Lis own inclination a man lives over again in his early years the

childhood of the world. The virtues he emulates are the virtues of 

Achilles and Odysseus, the ambitions he cherishs imply the display 
of courage and bravery in their pursuit. What boy worthy of the 
name would not sac1 ifice the comforts of borne to ti well with Robin 
Hood or to consort with Little John? In modern, highly-organized 
society tLere is small opportunity for the exercise of tLe heroic 
virtue; but the love of tLis practice lies deep iI1 the boy's heart, and 
it is not an easy matter a8 some of us k:ww to inteHst a boy in the 
true, the beautiful, and the good when be spends bis spare time 
building figure-four traps and in :3aving bis money to bny a gun. 

I may ss well say here what you do not neetl to be told; namely,. 
that ch1ldn,u, boys especially, do not like db,tinctly moral books. 
One of the boys whom I iuterrogattd said he likes a moral story if 
the moral "isn't written out at the end,'' and anothe1, "if it isi.'t 1,ut 
too strong!" 80 near as I am ~ble to discovn about tLirty-three 
and onf-third per cent of the boys are willing to admit an indiffer

ent ngard for what they stj le "goody goody books." I do not 

µlaee mn('h dPpendence in the figures bPcause I think many of that 
thirty-three nnd one-third per cent answered in tbe Hffirmative 

because they ouyht to do Fa:o, while others, I am certain, have not 

learnfd to rlistingui~h bEtween a distincti VPly moral book and a 
hook with a purpose. It will be found that children are not averse 
to storirs written with a purpose even though they heartily despise 
too much ethics in a book. Of the girls sixt_y-two per cent like 
hooks that point a moral. Doubtless the finer grain of the femi
nine make-up accounts for the disparity in the figures. 

Thus far I have said but little about girls' reading. A word on 

that. 
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There is a time in a girl's life when she grows old very fast. It 
is known as the budding period. At this age the girls discontinue 
reading the Youth's Companion which they have enjoyed in com
mon with their brothers up to the age of thirteen and begiu to peruse 
Good Housekeeping, The Household and similar papers together 
with large quantities of papered covered novels. The favorite girl's 
paper to-day is the Ladies' Home Journal. Immediately on re
ceiving their copies seventy-nine per cent of the girls turn to the 
stories of the month; the other twenty-one per cent to the 1'alks to 

Girls and the articles ou Fancy Work. I don't think I need to com
ment on these statistics. 

So much for periodicals. The figures I have given you are the 
result of a somewhat protracted investigation. If they teach any
thing, it is, that upon the papers of the day more than upon any one 
class of books, paper novels not excepted, fa11 the lion's share of the 
responsibility for liferary in1luence over young minds. This con
clusion gains additional point whrn it is learned that while as we 
have seen only about four per cent of the pupils from thirteen years 
_old upward do not read the papers; fifteen per cent-almost four 
times as many-of the same pupils upon examination could not re
call the title of one book or the name of one author read in the six 
months immediately preceding. Several mont.lis ago I gave my 
classes the following question: 

"What book of those read during the last six months, did you 
enjoy most?" 

Twenty-seven per cent of the pupils were unable to frame a 
rei.,ly, either because all remembrance of books rrad had been 
effaced or because tbey had read so icdiflerently that no book bad 
made a decided impression and no one more than auother. In 
addition to the twenty-seven per cent of impassive reade1 s about 
four per cent acknowledged that they liked none of the books tbey 
had read. This incurious, witless, aimless, forgetful habit of read
ing is an evil to the correction of which parents and teac:hers ought 
to set themselves strenuously. Such action is the more necessary 
on account of the rapid multiplication of public libraries and cheap 
editions, both of incalculable value and bt1nefit when properly taken 
advantege of, but both tending to df'grade books by making them 
common and cheap. It is a pedagogical axiom that the more you 
do for a person the more be expects and the less he appreciates 
_your efforts. Therelore, the more public libraries founded, and the 
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more cheap editions published, the greater the need of impressing 
upon children the inestimahle value of books as books. The more 
imperative the demand that we should teach the dignity of books, 
the iudividuality of books and the respect due to books which 
Milton has told us are not absolutely dead things but the almost 
living vehicles of thought. 

Looking over my lists of favorite books I find that school children 
3.re fond of fiction as distinguished from more solid reading; that 
they prefer illustrated books to books without pictures even though 
the suhj .... ct matter is inforior; and that above all they like short 
books and not long ones.. For two years and a half I have been 
librarian of a small ~unuay school library in Saco. I have learned 
that the average child judges the merit of a book by a superficial 
criticism of three articles: (a) Binding, (b) Pictures, (c) Print, 
and a great many of them never get over it. 

'-I can't read a book that lasts over a few hours," said a boy not 
long ago. '•Now there is the Century War Book," he went on, ··I 
like to look at the pictures, but I couldn't read that book; it's too 
big-I like the book best that I can read through at one sitting.''. 
"How much do you remember of such a bvok ?" I interposed. "'l 
rernernbtr enough," came the reply, ''so that usua1ly I can telJ, on 
seeing a bock whether or not I have read it. When I can't <lo that," 
be added, '·I can always tell after I have read a chapter or two." 

But despite all, the gcod taste of the children and their achieve
ments in literature are remarkable. Wllile they read many worth
less books; while they devour novels with such avidity that they do 
not even taste them ; while they seem in danger of losing a proper 
respet:t for books as books, at the same time they are reading much 
that is substantial. Oliver Twist and other works by Dickens, Last 
Days of Pompeii, Ben Hur, Looking Backward, Arabian Nights, 
Robinson Crusoe, and above all, Tom Brown's School Days are read 
and liked by the boys. James Fenimore Cooper is not much read 
and not much admirt<l. The boys say that his books are too long, 
too w01dy and not interesting enough. Hawthorne, to my surprise, 
is not liked and comparatively few boys know much about Sir 
Walttr Scott. 

Among the girls Uncle Tom's Oabin,alsoafavoritebo1'sbook,main
tains almost its pristine populaiity; Little Men and Little Women and 
other books by Miss Alcott, .1.'tirs. A. D. T. Whitney, Mrs. Burnett, 
John Halifax, Gentlemen, are a few of the really good bouks and 
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authors, that are widely read and as widely appreciated. It is a 
remarkable fact that the writers of their own sex for girls are few .. 
Did you ever think tbat beyocd those I have mentioned, the woman 
writers for girls, worthy o1 note, may be counted on your fingers? 

I Ehould add to what I have said that the most popular writer for 
boys to-dBy is G. A. Hunty. The "Hunty Books" as they are 
called have bad an astonishing sale and they are constantly in demand 
at the public libraries. In Portland the books are not put on the 
bbelves from one wee k's end to another, but arP kept near the chil
dren's window for convenience. Hunt} 's books may be classed as 
historical novels and so far as I can learn are exc·t llent reading for 
boys. 

It is encouraging to note that Lere and there an intelligent board 
of public library management is awakening to a ~eme of its respon
sibilities and power and doing somt·tlling to devate the tone of 
public reading. The hoys in P0rtland were formerly g1 eat readers 
of Oliver Optic Tbe autl10rities concluded that better books ought 
to be in the boys' bands so they withdrew Optic stories from circu
lation. For some time the boys persisted in calling for their old 
favorites, but when they found it useless they submitted gracefully 
and took to rrading what tbry could get. ThPre has b, en no 
appreciable falling off in juvenile patronage of the library. 

DIPORTAXCE OF THE GRA::\DL\lt GRADE. 

,T. ,v. )[ITCIIELL, Rockland. 

Jlfr. President and Fdlow Teachers: 

There is one privilrge enjoyed by the congressmen that is denied 
to tbe rest of mankind. ,viu:n he delivers a speech, under permis
sion to print, all through that Rpecch w hith be did not deliver, is 
scattered proof (hy the congres~ma.n) of the enthusiastic manner 
in "hich it was received by the audience that did not bear it. 
'·Applause/' say the parentheses; "great applause," '•laughter," 
'-loud laughter," cries of '·good, good," and so on, all cf which 
duly impresses the admiring constituents with the grPat importance 

of his congressman. • 
,v e teachers can't, do it usually. but rnme of my friends in the 

audience mBy do me a similar turn if they will Le awake to their 
opportunities and to my paper. Some of _you, as you may remem-
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ber, wne present at Brunswick a few weeks since when I did this 
paper at the Master's Club. You may not remember it, you proh
ahl.Y do not, but if by some variation of the laws of memory you 
do, will JOU not indicate to the uninitiated and unsuspecting audi
ence where the i:;arentheses are supposed to come in? This will be 
nearly as good as "leave to print." 

Some time since I read an anecdote that pretty well illustrates 
the position in w hieh I find mJself to-night. A famous musician 
bad given an organ recital and some of his audience were afterward 
exclaiming about it in tbe presenoe of the sexton. They said 
nothing about him, the oqrnn blower, at all, and when he could 
stand their neglect r10 1onger, he broke out, "His playing was very 
floe I admit, but wbat could he have dont- without a goud blower? 
,vhy, gentlemen, I said as much to him, and he said, 'I have no 
doubt, sir, that you can pump pieces that I cannot play at all.''' 

So it is, I presume, all the world over. Every man deems his 
business just a little the most important under the sun. Probably 
it is on this principle that I am brought forwa1d now to make a 
special plea for the importance of the grammar grade. I am sup
posed to show that it stan(fa just a little iiigher than anything else 
between and including the kindergarten and Johns Hopkins, for 
though my days have not heE1 n many on the earth yet they have all 
been spent in that gradf', and I have rio doubt that all the 
remainder will be. Now making due discount for the fact that I 
am speaking of my own bm iness I will a~k you to considu the 
following r rnrnns why the grammar grade is very important. By 
the grammar grade, I would have you understand the three years 
next before the high. 

IT IS DIPORTANT BECAeSE IT 15 A PART OF THE GENERAL 

STRUCTURE. 

The grammar grade is the $haft of the column of which the pri
mary and intermediate grades are pedestal and base, and the high 
school.and college capital and entablature. All parts in the structure 
depend on each one. I think you will allow that this argument 
shows the grammar grade is as important, at least, as any other. 

IT IS UIPORTANT BECAUSE OF THE NUMBERS ON WHICH IT OPERATES. 

So far as the number of pupils in this grade is concerned it is more 
important than any grade above. Not one pupil enters the high 
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for five that enter the grammar, and not one enters college for 
tw~nty that enter the high. But by this argument it would seem to 
follow that the importance of a grade is inversely as its height, and 
that the primary grade is most important of all. I have no desire 
to break the force of tbe argument, though I am not here to make 
a plea for the primary. 

IT IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE OF THE PRACTICAL CHARACTER OF ITS 

SfUDIES. 

Very few men in any ordinary business of life are using knowledge 
gamed in any higher grade than the grammar. Only a small part 
·of them were ever in any higher gracte. I am far from claiming 
that the ability to use that. knowledge 1:-·fft·ctively is not the 1:esult of 
culture gairn d dst:Wbtre. I o~ily claim that a good grammar 
school gives its pupils kno\\ledge suflkient for ordinary business. 

IT IS Il\IPORl'ANT BECA"CSE IT SPECIAU,Y TBAIKS TO GOOD CITIZEKSHIP. 

To train to good oitizenship is held to be the proper work of our 
schools. In the grammar grade for the first time the pupil is 
directly and positively instructed as to the duties of good citizen
ship. But a small part ever receive other instruction in the public 
schools Again it is in this grade that American history is tanght. 
A good knmvledge of the history of llis country is an important 
part of the equipment of eYery good citizen. Do not forget to 
credit the grnrnrnar grade with its full due in this regard. The 
grammar school is the glue of the republic. 

STUDIES OF GRAl\11\TAR GRADE GIVE l\IORE DISCIPLINE. 

The powers of observation are mainly to be trained in the lower 
grades. These years are to be spent in acquiring those facts of 
knowledge that are to be used in the higher instruction. .Just at 
the age that the pupil enters the grammar school the charncter of 
instruction changes and the training is more for the powers of 
<lcduction. Those faculties that the mau will employ are more 
€xercised here than in any lower grade. It is here, too, that the 
pupils begin to learn how to study. The work increases in severity • 
and for the first time requires work outside of school bours The 
method of study is more like that in the high school and is an impor
tant preparation for it. About all the hard work pupils do below 
the high school they do in the grammar grade. 
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Ir IS A CRITICAL Tll\IE · AS TO AIMS IN LIFE, 

Just at this age the boys and girls are in the transition state from 
chilc1bood to manhood and womanhood. Aspirations are awaking 
that they knew nothing of a few months before. The boys wish 
to go to work; the girls wish to keep books. All are affected with 
Utopian visions of a business life to be reached by the royal road 
of a business college. It is a critieal time. Their unpruned 
experience is no assistance to them. They are in danger of mak
ing a fatally wrong choice. They never needed guidance before as 

they do now. But I can best say what is in my mind under the next 
head. 

IT IS A CRITICAL TIME IN THE CURIUCULU~I. 

Somehow the pupils feel that the work in the high school is not 
practical. Latin, algebra, and geometry have no practical applica
tion that they can see. Tlwy are not old enough to know that the 
end of knowledge is culture. I fear some never become old 
enough to learn this. All the studies they are pursuing seem to 
come to an end with the grammar school. Everything breaks 
square off. The high school is a new world bo' h as to the nature 
of tht> studies and the method of teaching them. All these things 
conspire to make the pupil choose to end his education in the 
grammar grade. Added to this is the new born desire I have 
ref erred to to engage in the business of life. 

There is but one radical cure That child should b€ made, if 
possible, to set some object far ahead in life toward which all his 
ways shall lead. He should consider it well, then put it forever 
behind him as one of the settled questions of life. It should be to 
him a touchstone to tell the true from the false way. Whenever 
called upon to choose between two ways he should always be able 
to choose the right because it leads to his chosen work. If this 
can be done he will not stop to question whether he will enter the 
high. ,,~hen in, he will not have to consider whether he shall go 
through. In settling the greater queBtion of his occupation, all 
included questions like these Wt re settled too. 

Otherwise the pupil will succeed, if succeed he does, more by 
accident than clesign. He will be blown and drifted around as the 
winds of opportunity or the tide of desire may set. If be comes 
to ~ nccess it will merely happen. 
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The age at which the pupil is in the grammar is one in which his 
ambition is easy to fire. The greatest good that can befall any 
ch,ld is to have a high purpose set before his eye toward which he 
shall move with no variableness neither shadow of turning. 

The master of the high school little knows how much the success 
of his scholars depends on the personal work of the grammar mas
ter below in pointing out the right path t0 his boys and giirls while 
yet their feet are halting at the beginning of two roads. It is one 
of the most precious and peculiar opportunities that comes to the 
grammar master. 

IT IS Il\IPORTANT FOR THE IDEALS FORMED. 

l\1any boys and girls come into the grammar school whose walks 
in life have been sucll that they have never been in intimate rela
tions with any man whose tastes were mucll higher than their own. 
Now character is catching. All their days up to this time they 
have been under the instruction of a woman. I am far from speak
ing lightly in saying this. I know that women can do for her boJ s 
and girls a work of smoothing, refining, civilizing that a man cannot. 
But on the contrary I merely wish to say that somewhere in his 
course every child should be under the instruction and discipline 
of a man. I count this one of the reasons why the grammar grade 
is important that here the children have the privilege of going to 
school to a man. The child that bas not has been defrauded. It 
is all expres~ed in the remark of a superintendent, that if the 
principal is the right kind of a man he is worth all he is paid merely 
for the boys and girls to look at. The principal of the grammar 
school should always be the right kind of a man. A man can 
touch a side of a boy's or a girl's nature in a way that a woman 
cannot; and once, at least, that side ought to be touched. 

IT IS Il\IPOHTANT BECAUSE IT IS HERE THAT THE PUPILS LEARN THE 

HARD LESSON 01<' OBEDIENCE. 

Again I must insist that the head of a grammar school should 
be a man. Once at least in his life every boy should know what it 
is to obey, not because he wishes to, but because he must. Once 
at least in his life he should be where he may not disobey no mat
ter how much he may desire It is a blessed thing for the boy who 
learrJS this hard lesson of obedience to law at the hands of a kind 

10 
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but firm master rather than by ?onflict with the civil laws. Many 
children do not need this lesson, but many do not know the mean
ing of law till they fall under the discipline of the grammar school. 

I do not mean to say that a man should use the brute power be 
has to enforce order, or that the discipline that comes in this way 
is healthful. On the contrary I regard that the most successful 
discipline that resort'! least often to these extremes. Every higher 
means should be tried. but to a certain class of pupils the potential 
possibilities of a man's discipline are salutary. It is an easy and 
needful preparation for the harsher, less elastic discipline of the 
civil laws, and this quality of discipline can only flow from a man. 

LASTLY, IT IS DIPORT.ANT BECAUSE IT IS A CRITICAL Tll\IE IN THE 

PHYSICAL LIFE OF THE PUPILS. 

This is a theme that is almost never touched on. It is a point 
that is very little regarded by many teachers. but it is far from 
being the least important I have presented this e-nning. It is 
aptly termed the period of change of life. He is a wise man who 
gets his class through the last year ot the grammar grade without 
serious damage to some pupil from this cause. The profound 
physiological changes taking pluce makes this a period of peculiar 
dar,ger. I wish I might dwell longer on this point, inclicating bow 
the watchful and wise teacher may make practical application, but 
time forbids. 

It is at this age, too, that that woeful descent is begun which has 
destroyed so many bright; yonng lives. In perfect innocence many 
begin the downward way and the grammar master as no other rnan 
may draw them back ere yet their feet have taken hold on h, 11. 
This is in good truth a work of life savini;, and every grammar 
school, if the master is on dnty, may be a life saving station. He 
may fly the cautionary signal to better effect than any of bis asso
ciates above llim or below, fo1' he is in the region of stu,rms. 

These, friends, are some of the reasons why the grammar grade 
yields not in importance to any other grade between and including 
the kindergarten and J olms Hopkins. 
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PSYCHOL0(3 Y AXD ETHICS IX SECOXDC\RY SCHOOLS. 

PRE:,II>EXT 13. L. WHIT}IAX, Colby "Gniyersitr. 

The ground may be fairly coyered by considering:
I. What has already been uncll--'rtaken. 
II. What it is worth while to attempt. 
III. What can be done under present conditions. 
Taking these in order we notice : 
I What has already been undertaken. 
t-;ufficient instruction in psychology :rnd ethics is already given 

to make tlie matter practically important. Respunses to inquiries 
recently made f·nahle us to judge fairly in this. Seventy-fl ve 
schools have reported. Analysis of the reports gives the follow
ing results: 

In eight schools instrnction is given in psychology alone. 
In one school mstruction is given in ethics alone. 
In fifteen schools instruction is given in both psycl10logy and 

ethics. 
In fifty-one schools lLJ aLtempt is made to give formal instmction 

in either. 
In quite a number of schools where no provision is made for 

formal instruction s 1me practical work is attempted. I\lany prin
cipals commend tbis line of study. Several expect rearrange men ts 
of courses in the near future when it will be introduced. 

It thus appears that of the schools making report one-third 
already give ins ruction in psychology and etl.iics and others expect 
to give such instruction soon. Taking the whole State, however, 
this large proportion probably would not hold The attempt was 
made to 1each every high school, normal school and academy in 
the State. 

In the number reported are included, with one or two exceptions, 
all the academies and normal schools and all the larger high 
schools. As those not yet heard from are the smaller iostitutions, 
the probability is that few vf them attempt anything outside the 
-0ommon branches. But making liberal allowance the proportion is 
not likely to fall below one-sixth. 

The next consideration is : 

II. What is it worth while to attempt. 
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There are four main el1ements in the answer to this. They are 
not new, but are worth putting together. 

1. The hold already ga;ned. 
Any matter important enough to engage the attention of our 

schools to the extent already shown is worthy of the consideration 
of educators. A mere fad could not hold the interest of the class 
of schools which report the most work in psychology and ethics. 
The normal schools consider sucli work indispensable. An academy 
course without it is counted seriously defective. Several of our 
n:iost efficient high schoo'.s are engaged in it. In almost every case 
where improvemen· s are contemplated it is proposed to teach it as 
a matter of course. A straw shows which way the wind blows. 
The waving of a whole field of grain is certainly not less sigflificant. 

2. Practical effects of the study. 
Unless a study issues in benefit, time and effort will not long be 

spent on it. Of course benefit cannot be limited to material good. 
There is utility truer and larger than bread an l butter studies ever 
dreamed of. Here we have a study which: 

1. P1 omotes mental strength. 
Other studies also do this. Any field of research offen means 

to this. Facts of any kind rightly approached and rightly 
handled will exercise spiritual power and make the mind sturdy. 
The value of psychologieal study, in so far as it may be allowed 
pre-eminence, lies in its peculiar combination of investigation and 
learning. The facts are not ready made. Even where they are 
easily within reach they have to be worked over into facts of per
sonal experience before their place and worth can be determined. 
In this working over the student is brought face to face with some
of the most important problems of life, for whose solution utmost 
endeavor is needed. The mind is girded up for service and power 
is wrnught out tbrough effort. 

2. Aids acquaintance with self with all its possibilities of disci
pline and development. 

The world has never been quite able to throw off the spell of 
those words of Solon of Athens, "Know thyself." The secret of 
all education lies in the student's knowledge of himself. Not until 
mental doors open from within can the process be counted satis
factorily advancing. This stage is reached only as the student 
comes to know himself and so to know his needs and possibilities .. 
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Through proper realization of needs and possibilities lies the way 
to development. 

3. Leads through acquaintance with self to larger knowledge of 
human nature. 

It is not necessary to assume a supernatural basis for the state
ment concerning our Lord that" He needed not that any one should 
bear witness concerning man; for he himself knew what was in 
man." 

Quite possibly he knew man because he knew himse{f. Perfect 
knowledge of the individual gives sufficiently accurate knowledge 
of the type. The man who has become acquainted with himself 
has at the same time become acquainted with a great many besides 
himself. Within certain limits easily suggested, analysis of the 
single drop is analy::;is of the ocean. Within similar limits as 
€asily suggested, knowledge of man the indiviJual is knowledge of 
man the type. If there were not a psycholog" cal method of nature 
by which instinctive valuation is put on character, psychological 
study would be simply indispensable to all who have to do in a 
large way with men. As it is, such study is indispensable in pro
portion as a man lacks what pLrenologists call '·human nature," 
by which they mean intuitive perception of character. 

4. Gives finest preparation for study of literature and for any 
phase of investigation which depends for its power on analysis and 
port, ayal of character. 

A little reflection and observation will show that much reading 
s.nd indeed much study is waste of energy simply from failure to 
note motives, separate permanent from temporary elements, and 
seek the personality which giveH meaning to all. The student who 
has been taught to do these things with reference to himself will 
quickly learn to do the same with reference to others. Literature 
is the record and reflection of life, or at least of the power of life. 
Its purpose as inspiration and guidance will be accomplished only 
as its power can be brought to bear upon the reader. 8uch exer
cise of power is forcible only when through instinct or training the 
reader has learned to analyze and understand. For most men this 
means need of instruction in the laws of mental action. 

3. Fundamental relation to other lines of study. 
There is perhaps no better statement of this point than Sully's, 

4 • Psychology is a theoretic as distinguished from a practical science. 
A theoretic science concerns itself about things as they nre, how 
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they happen to come to pass. A practical science concerns itself 
with things as they ought to be, or as we wish them to be. Practi
cal science though thus cont1 asted with theoretic, is really very 
closely connected with it. In order to gain our end we must have 
a certain knowledge of the nature of the agencies we employ. 
Thus a sculptor must know something about the properties of clay 
and marble, a physician something about the functious of the body. 

Viewed in this way, psychology forms the basis of a number of 
practical sciences. All the practical sciences, indeed, which aim 
at guiding or influencing our thoughts, feelings or actions, have 
their footing in psychology. Thus the principle of oratory, of 
legislation, and so on, ani based on a knowledge of the properties 
and laws of the human mind. Psychology as a whole supplies the 
ba~is of education, 01· the practical science which aims at culkvat-

. ing the mind on the side of knowing, feeling and willing al ke." 
Tuis thought is worth turning over and over l\lost of us would 

be surprised after enumeration of the different speeial sciences to 
find how large the proportion is with wliich psychology enters into 
fundamental relations. 

4 Completeness given to course 
To the end of time there will be difference of opinion as to the 

proper point for taking up tlL'. stucly of Psychology. One man 
says, "As fundamental it shouhl precede the special sciences." 
Another says, •·Just because fumlamental it cannot b,! fairly under
stood without some preYious work in lines of study which are based 
upon it." Fortunately the question of specific point is subordinate. 
The really import:1nt matter is to have the work done at some point. 
In general, largest results are likely to be secured in College 
courses by introducing it late in the course. Probably the same 
general rule will work well for secondary schools. After all, the 
main thing is to have it in the course. ·without it, while the best 
kind of work may be d(1ne in specific br,1nches, the pupil is likely 
to feel a certain incompleteness from failure to see his o" n relation 
to what he has learned and done. Academies and Normal Schoolb 
already give so large attention to the matter that the great part of 
what may be said has reference to high schools. Even with 
reference to high schools necessary limitations must be observed. 
For the pupils who look forwanl to college training formal instruc
tion in p,ychology and ethics may well be allowed to wait. All 
they need will come to tbem in regular order. But the great 
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majority of high school pupils do not dream of college. For the 
great majority the hLrh school is not a preparatory but a finishing 
institution. The high school is not primarily a fitting school. 
This is rank educational heresy, no doubt, but it has at least 
this advantage over most heresies, that it can stand putting 
alongside the facts. And this view is not inconsistent ~ith 
the fact, which is emphatically a fact, that many of our high 
schools are doing their best work in connection with fl ting 
students for cvllege. It would be a good thing if every high school 
in the state could be brought into practical connection with our 
colleges. The high school is not primarily a fitting school, but 

many of its aims may be best carried out by working with refer
ence to some higher institution. Constant stimulus is applied by 
such reference. Beyond question many high schools which fit 
pupils for college are thereby keyed n~) to better work in the gen
eral coursf's. It is the pupils in general courses that concern us 
now. Those who go to college are provided for. What bhall be 
done for the much larger number who do not go? Unless they 
leam to olislTve 1 he working of their minds before leaving high 
school they will nenr learn to do it except as, through lame and 

halting expe ience, they learn at infinitely greater co t. And 
unless before going out they learn something of the relation of the 

studies they have been pursuing, they will never learn it except 
slowly and painfully ,J nst as in the college course psychological 
study serws to suborcliuate acd co-ordinate all the work of the 
course by bringing the stndPnt's self into new and true relations to 
it, so in the high school completeness may be gained by t<:>aching 
the pupil where he himself belongs in it all. 

Tl e problem is not solYed by saying. '·Our pupils are worked to 
death because our courses are already overcrowded." If the mat
ter cons dered in this paper meant only a smattering of anc>ther of 
the many departments of knowledge it would not be worth the time 
of busy men. Our schools already have as many lir es of work as 
can profi ably be managed The questio,,s likely to press us most 
during the next ten years concern quality rather than quantity. 
That is not the best course ideally or practically for which Heaven 
and earth have been ransacked to furnish additional branches of 
study. l\luch better ideally and practically is a carefully organized 
system. Central to that system and giving its value to every single 
ehment in it is the pupil's self. Until be knows himself the pupil 
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knows nothing as he needs to know it. In knowledge of self the 
new world opens in which alone the largest usefulness lies. How 
truly psychological study may serve to open that world every 
teacher can bear witness. To illustrate: In an examination paper 
recently given one question was, "What <lifficulties have you 
encounterecl and what benefits do yon believe yourself to have 
received from your study of psychology?" The answers coming 
from stu<lents differing widely in ability and in moi al purpose were 
interesting reading. Here are some of the benefits mentioned. '' I 
know myself better." '·A new field of thought has been opened to 
me." .. I feel much better prepared for my ·work of teaching." 
"It has made me understand the meaning of c Ttain habits and has 
taught me the means of self-control" "'l believed the study of no 
earthly good, but became interested in spite of myself. I have 
found that psychology is not alone for ministers and professors, 
but for every day, commonplace pePple as well. I have awakened 
to the fact that I have been a student of psychology ever snce I 
began to think, and did not know it." '·It bas given me a better 
idea of life, its purpo,e and possibilities." These confessions are 
especially commended to those who are accustomed to pooh pooh 
the study of the mind. They record the experience of college 
studen1s, but they give a hint of what may be done for the much 
larger number of students who do not go to college The man who 
knows himself and the processes of his mental development will 
not turn lightly aside from this thought. To him it will seem 
worth while to attempt. not exhaustive courses indeed, but instruc
tion enough to show pupils the meaning of the power within them 
and the secret of its right exercise. 

There remains the practical consideration : 
III. What can be done under present conditions. 
\Ve ai e inclined to dwell upon what we should do if conditions 

were favorable. If teachers and commit'ees and superinten<ients 
and supervisors were perfect, we should l1avf> perfect courses of 
study, no doubt. But we are not yet perfect and our courses are 
not perfect. Some things are in which might be out. Some things 
are out which ought to be in. Of the subjects actually treated not 
all receive the attention tbeii importance merits. If anything is to 
be done with psyl'hology and ethics it is to be done, not under per
fect conditions. but under conditions as they exist. ·wi~e action 
under present conditions, however, will bring about better condi
tions in the future. 
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Methoas already followed suggest possibilities open to us. 
In some schools separate t"xt-books are used for the two studies. 
That is excellent where circumstances permit. Books freshly 

and simply written and abreast of the times are available for stu
dents of every grade. There is no longer fo··ce in the objection 
that the subject is beyond any but mature minds. Exhaustive 
treatment of it doubtless is: but elementary treatises have been 
prepared which enable the comparatively young student to grasp 
the matter intelligently. The outstanding facts are emphasized 
and the great principks made clear, and it is these that profit most 
for life. 

In some schools a single text-book is made to cover the entire 
ground. This is well especially where only a few weeks are allowed 
for in~truction in such branches. Putnam covers the ground in 
fair working fashion. So does Hopkins in his "Outline Study of 
lVIan," though this is not the easiest book in the world for n, high 
school class. ~ully, Schuyler and Steele ha Ye also been used with 
good results. 

In some schools nc,thing is attempted with text-books at all. 
Talks, conferences and lectures are relied on to cover the ground. 
Under right conditions they do cowr the ground. Everything here 
depends upon the preparation and perEiistence of the teacher. 

Some one of these methods or a combination of them is within 
,reach of every teacher who believes in the imp,ll'tance of the sub
ject. For the present only the third method can be used in many 
schools, especially in the smaller towns. But that can be used 
effectively. Text-book morality is of only incidental value at best. 
The thing aimed at is the application of the principles of right 
thinking and right doing so that right thinking and right doing 
shall produce results, or at any rate that the rei:lponsibility shall be 
laid on the pupil who, kno~ ing the right, persists in going 
wrong. A good suggestion comes from one school in which the 
standi1 g rule is to test ewry act of doubtful character 
by the question, .. Is it right?" The deepest principles of 
life are invoked in that question. In its answer the gist 
of psychological and etllical theory will find expression. Between 
that method of dealing with conduct in the concrete and formal 
~lass instruction there is room for every variety of effort. GiYen 
persistence in the trncher, the instruction would not be so frag
mentary as one would expect. In a series of addresses the main 
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questions can be considered and at least tentative answers given 
to them. Preparation for such addresses is comparatively easy. 
New books are constant:ly appearing of a quality and cost making 
them useful and available. Besides those mentioned one may 
speak of Dewey, ·white, Buker, l\I'Cosh arid Wayland as service
able for elementary work; and, published within the last few 
months, James, Baldwin, Hyde, Seelye and Everett. The list 
both of old and of new books might easily be extended. Those 

mentioned suggest the number and variety of helps within reach. 
While preparing himself for his addresses the teacher will find that 
he has prepared himself for much besides. His mind will be 
quickened and the quality ancl quantity of his general work 
improved. \Vhere formal courses can be put in, by all means let , 
th rn be put in. Where t:xt-books can be used. by all means kt 
them be used. But where these desirable conditions are not at 
present possible the teacher need not feel tlut he is debnrred from 
really first rate work. I--l[e may have to try his lrnncl for a little at 
rnnking bricks without straw· Tliere are worse things than that 
and the clrnnces are thnt nfter a few attempts have been made all 
the m'.lterial needed will be found within reach. 

The thought 1.Jack of this top;c is of interest to all teachers. In 
a deep sense we are makers of men. Om· highest purpm:e is 
attttinecl only as we teach our pupils how to make the most of 
them-ekes. Sure way to that there is none save through personal 
knowledge of mind and heart. When we lrnse helped our pupils 
gain that knowledge we ha Ye perfo1 med for them the greatest 
service a mau can render his fellow. l\101 e ,than that we cannot 
do·. Less we ought not. 
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1'IA.XUAL TRAIXI~U- I~ THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

CHARLES F. \VAHNEH. Cambridge, 1'Iass. 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

You have asked me to speak upon one of the most interesting 
and popular educational topics of the day. Ten years ago it might 
have been called a new subject, but, as there are now a dozen or 
more special schools of manual training already in successful 
operation in this country and we don't know how many more in 
preparation, and as there are hundreds of cities and towns. both 
in the East and the West, that have seriously adopted some form 
of manual training for their public schools, we would be thou::,ht
less, indeed, not to realize that we have in hand not a popular 
crnze, an interesting educational experimeut, bu , rather, a very 
serious phase of the school question. l\Ianu1l training has come 
to stay and it does not hesitate to say it. It is correct in theory. 
It is consistent with tb.e psychological principles pertaining 10 edu
cation. It helps to meet a great need especially among the 
industrial classes. lt has been ~ested by experience sufficiently to 
prove its right to exist. There 1s no reason why it should take a 
doubtful place among the questions discussed in teacliers' c mnn
tions. 

In pleading for the introduction of a new method into the public 
schools it is customary to begin by showing up the defects of the 
old system. That i~ logical because evidently the first objection 
to dispose of is tlie cry of the conse1Tative "Let 1vdl e, ough alone.,~ 
Ent I have neither the time nor the disposition to fir.cl mnch fault. 
I thoroughly sympathize with the humanistic spirit that has domi
n::i.ted nearly all schools since the modern ern of human progress 
began. I grant that it is the highest and most ennobling form of 
education for those who may receive it But there is another side 
to the picture that has been gradually disclosing itself for se,,eral 
decades until the most optimistic people are forced 10 aclmi.t that it 
stares them in the face. It is tbe change brought about by the 
gathering of so many people in large towns anrl cities and the tre
mendous growth of the prcductive employments. The q11estion of 
the practical in education is bound to be answ~red We want to 
make the schools attractive and valuable to the children of the 
people. Can we not give them this practical thing that they 
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demand and 9t the same time produce as good an intellectual 
result as by the best of the old or book methods? l\fanual training 
offers a solution to this problem. Its position, therefore, is not 
that of an objector and fault-finder, but a helper. 

It will not be possible, in the brief time to be given to this sub
ject, to review the theoretical or psychological basis of manual 
training nor will it be necessary to say much upon this point to 
such an audience. lt is not a new discovery, that true teaching is 
educating, leHdiug forth the powers of the pupil. so that he may 
get a grasp upon things and icleas. Every teacher knows that it is 
best to lead h:s pupil from the concrete to the abstract and that 
he must keep his obserYa 1 ion active continually if he would really 
teach him anything. To rev(>rse the process, as is too often done 
or attempt{ d, is to block nature and stultify faculties that 1:, hould 
be developed. So ·we have been taught, by the masters of peda
gogy fur a century. 

To present the object of thought to the pupil's mind is manifestly 
necessary. But of course. _much depends upon the way in which 
it is presented. Attempts at object teaching have sometimes failed 
because the effort did not 1 each to the source of power. Seeing 
objects, qualities and relat·ons at a distance is better than rea<iing 
descriptions of what others have seen, but it is not so instructiYe 
-as seeing and handling at the same tune. The hand first teaches 
the eye how to see and then the eye ~uides the hand to a better 
performance of its duty. The improvement in one depends upon 
-and keeps pace with the improvement in the other. Left to them
selves these p mers will attain a certain degree of cultivation, 
depending upon the natural demands made upon them. It is the 
teacher's business to multiply these demands, in wisely planned 
exercises, that shall invite the continued action of thFse faculties, 
.according to the laws of their being. 

Closely connected with thi-5 is another plain rule of teaching, 
which has some bearing on our theme. It is that the latent powers 
of children can be naturally developed only by exercise, by doing 
-something that shall demand the right use of these po1Hrs. The 
teacher who merely gi,·es information, who contents himself with 
the pouring in process is not an educator. Since children learn 
naturally by doing; sinc:e by tbe law of their being they are bound 
to be doing something continually, he is the true teacher who 
directs this incessant spirit of activity, confines its range to the 
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proper elements of school life and leads it into hi_:1.ber and wider 
realms as the years advance. It is here that teaching becomes 
habit forming and character-building. if modern psychology be 
right. We are told, in the figurative language of Professor James 
that when the mind has discharged itself once through the activity 
of a given nerve center and connected muscle in a given way, it is 
easier to do the same thing a second time and easier still the third 
time and rn on, until a clear, open channel is grooved out and we 
have a habit; and habit is an important element in the formation 
of character. Such a description. of course, ('annot cover so com
plex a process as that involved in the ideal education of a child, 
but it serves to give a just emphasis to the fact that the active and 
not the passive cond1tion is the natural one to appeal to in the 
development of intellectual and moral power. 

Another well known principle of teaching that has received 
especial notice of late is that the whole child must be put to school. 
Not one or a fow faculties are to be exercised. trained and turned 
to a proper use, but all, so that the development may be well bal
anced, when it stops. or passes beyond th~ reach of the school. 
There are no schools where the one-sided tendencies of old methods 
are more seriously felt than in city schools, on account of the dead
ening effect of that necessary evil, the grades, and the thought 
scattering surroundings out of school. Hence we find the school 
boards multiplying the subjects to be taught, cutting down old ones 
and wedging in new ones. To put fourteen different subjects into 
a single year in the Boston grammar schools seemed like over-load
ing the decks; but it has caused no disaster. The reform moves 
along steadily and after the newness wears off, it will be discovered 
that there are not so many subjt>cts as there are names. The great 
thing a~ter all is not what we teach but how. These new subjects 
are coming in not because of the different kind of information 
which they impart but because they force upon the schools pro
cesses and methods which belong there and which cannot be dodged. 
The teacher in tool work upon wood or iron or the instructor in 
science by the laboratory method, for example, has no other course 
open to him but to deal with things. He mu:,t do something or 
nothing. There is, no half-honorable escape for him in definitions, 
book-tasks and written examinations. He must show consistent 
results or confess his failure. 

It must be plain to any observer that the main tendency of 
reforms in schcol methods may be expressed in one word-labora-
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tory, or teaching by doing. It began with the kindergarten. It 
has remodeled the primary school. Even physical training is con
ducted upon an intelleetual basis, not only for vigor of nerve and 
muscle, but for attention, precision, patience. Habits of thrift 
and economy are taught by a penny rnvings bank in the school
room, with the teacher as president, cashier and board of directors. 
Everyone who teaches chemistrs, in these days, from a teacher's 
desk must apologize for it, and the few physical laboratories 
already in existence are constantly being visited by teachers who 
are drawing plans for one in their own school. The Cambridge 
school board has recently voted to put geomet, y, physical geogra
phy and physics into the grammar schools. The experiment cf a 
physical laboratory is beiug tried in one of these scl10ols this year. 
The teachers are given a free course in the Jefferson Physical 
Laboratory of Harvard University in preparation for the new work. 
They spend tlleir ~atu1 clays in tllis wa.). EYen the use of books 
has felt this influence. Copies are given and tbe books are con
sultetl. The idea i.s growing that books are tools that we must 
learn to use. The new education does not condemn books as some 
have falsely clrnrged or carelessly assumed. "re can't get along 
without them. But we are not going to assign any more pages to 
be learned, unless they are pages of memory gems or something of 
that nature. \Ve shall state subjects, giye references, and require 
an inwstigation. The day of glib I ecitations bas passed. W bat 
we must have is more skilful questioning on the part of teachers 
and more thinking by the pupils, aiming, of course, at correct 
expression finally, but with a disposition to give due credit to any 
form of expression, even if it be but a rude drawing or crude piece 
of apparatus, so long as it holds a thought. An incident occurred 
in the Worcester schools the other clay which is to the point. A 
quizzing visitor had the boy up under fire. The effort seemed 

altogether fruitless until the boy gave this encouraging reply : '' I 
know what you want me to 1::,ay, sir, but that question won't fetch it." 

I have ventured to take this portion of my short allowance of 
time in calling to mind a few of the plainest principles and tenden
cies of modern education, because, I believe that manual training 
is consistent with and, indeed, a part of the whole great movement; 
and if it needs any defence it will rest its case so far as I am its 
advocate on educational grounds and the evidence of experience. 

What then is manual training and what does it claim to do? 
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In the first place manual training has no place in our public 
schools, if it is not a means of intellectual training and put there 
for that purpose. An exhibit of the work of these SL·hools is mis
.leading to most persons. We admire the p£ rfection of the work
manship, if it exist, because we can see it. But let it be under
'Stood always tbat it is not the box but the boy that we are making. 
8tep into one of these schools and watch the proceeclings. You 
will soon discover that you are not in a shop, Lut a laboratory, a 
school in the truest sense. Listen to the questioning and note the 
directions given by the instructors and you will see that the child's 
knowledge of geometry, algebra and physics is b, ing drawu upon. 
If he is weak in these lines, he will find abundant reasons to 
:Strt-'ngthen himself and concrete illustrations to aid him in grasp
ing principles. 

The very term, manual training-band education-:s faulty if it 
be applied literally. One of the strongest objectors to handwork 

in the public school, from the kinclerga1 ten down, Rays: "You 
,cannot educate the hand. It is tbe mind that is educated. You 

must educate the mind through the band.'' Precisely. "Educute 
the mincl through the hand.'" ~o far is this from being an objection 
that it is the first text of manual training The friencls of this 
new system of school work advocate it only as a means to a. higher 
€ncl, for they belieYe with \Vhittier, 

"That life is wisest s1wnt 
"'here the :strong working; hatHl 
::\lakes strong the working hraiu .. , 

I may be pardoner! a single illustration from our own forge room. 
After a number of preparatory exercises the boys are set to mak
irig a pair of tongs. Now tbis process might be described in the 
ordinary text-book way so that, after reading tbe description, one 
would ha Ye a clear idea, as the saying is, of how tlrn thing is done. To 
a person of good judgment, clear imagination and a good verbal mem
ory this kind of instruction is often satisfactory. Such a person would 

recite glibly the whole process but the only reason for satisfaction 
mu-::t be in the fact that, for him, the recitation ends it. He can't 
make a pair of tongs, and he has gotten nothing out of the lesson 
but a very little training of the memory. Contrast the manual 
teaching with such book teaching. (Showing several parts of the 
tongs at various stages of construction.) First the stock must be 
selected large enough to give the greatest cross dimensions at the 
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start. Both jaws are made in one piece, for convenience of meas
uring and comparing wlbile hot. Handles are welded on. Before 
welding, the parts to be joined are up-set and scarfed. No borax 
is used if the fuel is clean and free from sulphur. A weldin~ heat 
must be obtained. This heat must be taken at the cleanest point 
in the fire. Points of the welcl must be touched first and struck at 
the same time that they touch the anviL The processes are draw
ing out, drawing over, up-setting, shaping, pounding and welding. 
After being riveted it must be worked till cool. 

Notice that all these points must be known in aclrnnce through 
preliminary exercises, so 1 hat the boy will know just he ,w each 
particular point is to be brought out, in some cases without a 
seconcl's delay. In welding, also, two boys must work together. 
Does this not all imply memory, judgment, attention, self-control,. 
patience, the habit of fore-thought, followed ~ y prompt and well 
directed action? Besides this, he has had before him illustrations 
of ductility, cohesion. expansion and contraction, combustion 
( some of this iron burns up in the air at the welding heat). He has 
made a pair of tongs but that is not all. He will never write at an 
examination that ·•hot iron may be hammered out like lead. Two 
pieces of it can be stuck together with borax~ This is called 
welding." 

Such, in general, is the spirit and tendency of this kind of teach
ing. A detailed statement of what it claims to do or what it has 
already done would be, perhap5, more to the point. There is time 
only for a brief outline. 

1. It comes to the aid of the academic branches, such as mathe
matics and physics, and gives them a reality that they cannot 
otherwise possess. It offers a laboratory of applications in these 
subjects. 

2. It gives to the rhild who is slow of speech an equal chance 
with those who are glib of tongue. \Vords are not the oniy means 
of expression. Not only do music, painting, and the rest of the 
arts sustain this proposition, but the products of the skilled labor 
of the intelligent artisan prove it as well. As illustrating this 
point I quote from a composition passed to me the other day by 
one of our boys. "Some teachers think that if a boy does not get 
h s lessons very well, he is a sort of thick-headed person. Such a 
one can show that he is not by the way in which he executes a 
piece of work, given him to do." This boy, let me say, when he-



APPENDIX. 161 

first came ii.to my cl:tsses was extremely low in his high school 
studies. He seemed a perfect dunce to me till I looked up his 
standing in the wor:d-turning ancl forge rooms, and found that he stood 
among the highest there. 1t was eviclent that he was not lacking 

in ability but that be was simply neglecting his work in the high 
school department. I tr ok him to the head master's office and we 
had a plain talk about his case. He frankly admitted that he 
didn't think the high school stnclies of any practical value, that he 
saw no good in anything outside of the shops. He was so0n con
vinced of his e1 ror and has since hen among the best in physics, 
and is doing better in geometry. I must confess. however, that he 
is still wPak in English hit:.tory. Petlrnps Dr. Holmes would say 
that the root ( f the whole matter is that this boy (lid not ch ose 
the right ancestors. Whatever the cause, such cases are by no 

means rare. I clon't "·ish to ld,ive the impression that manual 
train ;ng attracts only boys of this kind. The leader of our present 

cla:,s fitting for the institute of technology, is f. om the manual 

school. Tbe second in rank is fr.om the high school only. Others 

from the manual school stand high and I believe there are no very 
dull ones in this class. For the most part, boys who do well in 
one department do equally well in the others. The same rule of 
1:quaiity generally holds good with regard to failures. l\fanual 

training will not do the impossible, but it has been the means of 
encouraging many a boy who comes loaded clown with false ideas 
and the name of being a clnllard. to make what is for him a great effort 
to throw off the burden and make a beginning in intellectual 
progress. 

3 1\1 annal training has had a marked effect upon the attendance 
in high schools. Statistics show a gain ranging from twenty to 
thirty-three per cent of the boys. DoPs this not show that the 
most excellent high schools of the purely academic sort fail to 
attract many boys whose parents are able to keep them in school 
until they are nineteen or twenty years of age? Some come because 
they like tl) work with tools, others because it is in line with what 
they intend to do for a living. They accept the conditions always 
imposed, of half the time or more in study of a purely intellectual 
character, which some of them would escape if they could. Now 

those educators who object to technic:11 high schools, must ndmit 

that they add much to the intellectual product of the schools, 
be< ause these numbers are not taken, as the increase in attend-

11 
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ance shows, from the high schools largely, but rather from those 
who would not otherwise go beyond the grammar schools. Indi
rectly the grammar schools also feel this influence, as might be 
expected, ancl as I have been inform eel by several masters. The 
importance of any fitting school depenrls to a large degree upon 
the liberality of the higher schools to whid1 it leads. 

4. l\Ianual training is exerting a wonderful moral influence by 
simply keeping boys busy. This feature operates not only during 
school time but in many schools out of school hours ; for so evident 
is tl1is advantage that :many, like the Cambridge school, are kept 
open and in operation till half-past five on school clays and also 
on Saturdays. It pays for the extra cost. I took a count one clay 
last ·week and found there were twelYe boys doing voluntary 
work in carpentry, eighteen in wood-tu ming, tweh'e in blacksmith
ing and eight in the machine room. Resides this there were eight 
boy janitors at work and as m::iny more employed in various ways 
about the building. A.mong these l>oys you will find some who, 
in a pm ely liteyary school would Le out of place; some wbo were 
considered rather wild in the grammar schools, lazy arnl indifferent 
to all books that <lid not have yellow covers or a shade of yellow 
about them somewhere~ some good fellows of an executive turn, 

who feel their mastery ov< r nature, even to the extent, sr;metimes, 
of vandalism; all turning their activities into constructive lines, 
too busy to think of anything els~. Such voluntary work is al ways 
done under the eye of the regular teacher. for nothiug must be 
undertaken that is w ,t well finished. You will not find half 
completed or poorly executed pieces of work ::iLont the building, 
nor are such ever taken a way. This is a point that surprises 
some people who fail to realize that the schoo\ does not exist for 
its material product, to turn out boxes, cameras, piano-lamps, 
etc., but to put a premium, forced if necessary, upon forethought, 
patience, skill and industry. 

One of the strnn2,est boys I eyer knew. came to us four years 
ago. With a bad grammar school reconl behind him, he had come 
to be regarded as one of the almost hopeless cases, not from the 
intellectual standpoint, evidently, bu'G from the moral. He seemed 
to have very little self.-control. He could not apply himself to 
books nor keep any promises with regard to conduct, ancl yet he 
excelled in mechanical drawing and did all of his manual work very 
creditably. He had found at last one element of school life that 



APPENDIX. 163 

answered to his peculiar nature .• He left us without a diploma and, 
after one year's experience, is now in charge of a department 
in the manufactory of Curtis, DaYis & Co., with twenty-two men 
on his pay roll. Practical life seems to show that he has some 
manhood and the manual school, since it had him last and fitted 
him for his place, m:1y t::ike to itself some creoit. Ant'ther mem
ber of the class, one of the good Loys, is doing equally well and 
has ten men under his charge. Eight others bold good positions 
with the Blake Pump Co. The n annal element in education has 
put these boys where they can do something at ::i. comparatiYely 
early age, without being ol.Jliged to giYe up the essentials of a high 
school course. 

5. I will mention one more point only, in whicli manual teach
ing has a manifest advantage oYer purely intellectual instruction, 
and that is, if you will allo:v the expression, in the co 1,pellecl hon
esty of the pupil'::, work. l t is not u pleasant topic to rtfer to but 
it is present with us cont:nually in school work. l\luch of the 
copying, suggesting, substituting that is so common is doubtless 
not regarded hy the pupils who engage in it so serious a matter as 
it seems to us. lt is often cl ne thoughtlessly because it can be 
so convenient!~- done. The plan of the school seems often to favor 
it, so that it is difficult for the pupil to aYoid it if he would. For 
example, think of an examination in geometry written by fl ty pupils 
at ordinary school desks, in one room and in charge of one teacher, 

Is such an arrangement consistent after we ha Ye said eYery morn
ing at the opening of scl10ol, •'lead us not into temptation"? Con
trast with this a test manual exercise, in which each boy is required 
t'J furnish a piece of work, each one, perhaps, different from all tLe 
others, made to drawings and submitt~d when done to the instruc
tor's calipers. One piece cannot serY ~ for the whole class, nor for 
two of its members. Each one mm,t do something for himself. 

Illustrations of these and other points might b~ multiplied if 
there were time. I have taken these cases from the school ·with 
which I am most familiar. But the same testimony comes from 
other technical higll schools and also from grammar schools where 
manual training enters into the teaching. A Yisit to the Lincoln 
School in Brook,line will conYince the most skeptical of the Yalue of 
industrial teaching in grammar schools. Here shop work in car
pentry and wood-turning for the boys, sewing and cooking for tlle 
girls are combined with frequent lessons in physics, chemistry, 
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geometry and drawing in frve of the six grades and they seem to 
have kept everything that is essential of the ordinary grammar 
school studies. You will find the work in English, in arithmetic, 

in geography and in technil'al grammar to compare favorably with 
that in th ,se schools where nearly all the time is given to· 
these branches. Tool work of some kind is possible in any grade. 
I brought with me for your examination a few illustrations of knife 
work clone by primary school thilctren in Boston. They bear the 
evidence of being gen nine in their very crudeness. At eight years 
the child can make an imperfect paper cutter, at sixteen a pair of 
tongs or contribute his part to a well finished marine engine. 

Before lea Ying this subject with :yon I must say a word or tn·o 
about methods. Two typical forms of rnannal training h 1ve been 
imported from abroac1--the Russian and the Swedish or Sloyd. In 
adap ing tliese to onr schools a combinatton is often found desira
ble, but it is not ditlienlt to recognize in a m xecl me~hod the 
distinguishing features of the two main systems. The Sloyd makes 

a complete and useful thing the basis of every exercise from the 
very first. To make something is the apparent end in view. 
Processes are taught inciJentally; new ones whel1'v r thP pnpil 
comes to them in his work. Tile Russian system a·ms first at tile 
el1,mentary processes, taking the higher ones in due order aucl 
keeping the pupil at work to learn bow to procluc~ this or that 
particular effect upon bis materials with certain tools, for exampl~ 
a mortise and tenon joint, a clove-tailed joint or a weld. The 
Sloycl is more concrete and more entertaining, because of the 
interest in the completed article. The objects selected are those in 
frequent use a·t home and in sports, such as pen holders, paper 

cutters, spoons, tool-chests. fi:;;h-line reels, etc The Russian is, in 
a sense, abstract, systematic, and more exacting, because it is not 
at once apparent why all the practice is needed. An illustration 
might be drawn from music. ·we teach children to sing by letting 

them sing songs; simpl,2 at fin~t, and more clit!icult as their power 
increases but always a song. But in learning to play the piano a 

number of comparatively uninteresting exercises have to be prac
ticed before the march can be played. The first is Sloyd or 
Swedish; the second, Russian. 

Again, the Sloyd does not aim at speed of execution, even where 
rapid production is, from an industrial stand-point, very de~irable. 
Hence it does not eall for power-driven machinery as loudly as the 
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Russian does. It produces many articles slowly by hand that 
,could be quickly turned off in a lathe, though it will use the lathe, 
occasionally, if nece~sary. l\lore of the art element and jnst as 
much mechanical precision seems to bt one of the maxims of the 
Sloyd. Hence you will often see mucll time and effort spent in 
wood carving with beautiful results. 

A room where Sloyd work is being done is generally more quiet 
than you would expect. The teacher is not an artisan, showmg 
tlle pup1ls how to produce this or that effect, but a teacher suggest
ing and guiding, rather than directing. He may be a specialist, who 
has never himself made anything much different from the articles in 
the Sloyd school-room. There is no strong suggestion of indus
trialism about him. In the Russian school, on the other hand, yon 
will often find the artisan giving instruction ; not as in the old 
npprentice times, when the inquiring boy was ordered to do a 
certain thing as he was told to do it and ask no more questions 
about it, but reasons for every process are given and proyed in the 
construction. It is the intelligt>nce of the work-shop that controls 
everything here. In tbe Sloyd the educational feature is mo1 e 
prominent than the practical. In the Russian, both features are 
abont eqnally prominent. 

Both systems make the worki1 g drawing the immediate basis of 
their work. Their use of cl1'awings differs principally in this, that 
in the Sloyd the drawing is al ways made from a perfectly finished 
model, which is examined and measured by the pupil, while in 
the Russian the dimensions are given, the drawing made according 
to directions and then the idea is expressed iu wood, iron or some 
·other material. The Swedish method is to analyze first and then 
build, using the drawing as a guide. The Russian plan is synthetic 
from the start to the finish. Its use of the working drawing is 
more difficult than the S\vedish but it is nearer the practice of 
mechanics. 

The comparison might be extended, but enough bas been said to 
indicate in a general way some of the points to be considered in 
placing manual training in the public schools. Evidently the bloyd 
system is the better suited to earlier school ages-say from nine to 
thirteen. Interest in the finished article will haye a strong influ
ence here. In the last year of the grammar school and in the high 
school such an interest need not be depended upon. The difficult 
working drawing of the Russian cannot profitably come earlier 
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than at fourteen years, as a rule, unless there has been preliminary 
trainin:a!; in tbe Sloyd school when it will be as quickly appreciated 
by a grammar school boy of the first grade as by anybody. That 
is saying a good deal for a working drawing is a language in itself. 
This syEitem can undoubtedly be carried successfully throughout 
the wllole school course. but the practical features of the Russian 
plan have, in fact, appealed most strongly to the schools of higher 
grade. Ped1:1ps the i(leal methml would be to cornliine the two in 
the later years of tlie course. ~uch, indeed, seems to be the ten
dency in the high manu:al training schools. TJi,,y are Ru~sian in 

plan but their use of the finished piece is getting more and more 
common. 

WhicheYer plan be a(1optecl, it is be ter to do a little and do it 
well than attempt more than can be properly c1one. Much as I 
bel ieYe in practical methmls. I would prefer well directed book
work ~o careless or aimless laboratory practice in any department. 
Teachers must train themselves for this work. True they are 
a lreacly lloing a variety of things. Prof. Briggs sa.) s '-The teacbers 
professorship is not a clrn:r but a se. tee." Tools will help to make 
tbat settee shorter. Yon cannot s:tw off the arms, nor tlle back, 
nor the legs, bnt you eau cut out the empty middle. You can 
~vnste less time in geography ; you can cut down the needless ::irit h
rnetic reYiews; you can teach less technical grammar. This will 
help you to leacl tlie children nearer to nature their greatest teacher. 
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THE TE.\CIIlXG OF E:\'(;LISH . 

. Mr. Fiske tells of a tin.:;e in the history of the l~ uitecl States 

when ministers publicly thanked heaven '·that in spite of all 

temptation to belong to another nation" we had been born Amer

icans. At this time. he says, we ignored or affected to forget 

everything not American and went so far as to call people from 

acr0ss the water Europeans. 

It might be well for us now to thank heaYen that we have out-

. grow~ such childishness and haye open bands, hearts and brains 
as becomes a new people, in a new country, trying to build a new 

i<lea. Rut while we thank hea"'en, somewhat Pharisaically that we 

are as we are, we might also adcl a p tition that all our openness, 

which extends to "open harborness'' lead not to our own destrnc

tion as Anglo-Saxon Americans. In 188G the goYernor of Minne

sota issue<l hi:,, TbauksgiYing proclamation in twelve different lan

guages, i. e., Engfo,h, Gerllian, French, Swedish, Norwegian, 

Italian. Polish. Bohemian. Dutch, Indian, Chinese and Finnish. 

\Ve really stand alone, a unique country, the only one in the 
world in which OlH' ton,"- ue is spoken throughout its extent. ·we 

have proYincialisms, co11oqnialisms, but no dialects. But may we 
not trouble for the future of our Ameriea when a p1'< portion, even 
though a smnl proportion of her citizens carry on the bu~iness of 
their lives in otlwr ton:. ues than onrs; when the voter cannot read 

the ballot which he cas s? Are we worthy of onr ancestry aud our 

inheritance if we begin to lose loYe of and reverence for the lan

guage bequeatheL1 to us, the langu:ige which frames our const,tu
tion, wtiich defines our liberties ancl which has been and is giYing 
to the world the good and the best in litera· ure, science and phi'os

ophy? 
'\Ve teach G errnan in our schools because of its commercial 

advantage. Spanish is coming forward for the same reason. ,v e 

study French for its brilliancy, Latin and Greek because a knowl

edge of the classics is nece~sary to what we term an education. 

But we criticize the style and diction of authors from Shakespeare 

down with the English of the street, of the kitchen and at best of 

the familiar eo1wersation of friends. 
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It is as an American woman. proud of being born an American, 
that I would urge you to consider the teaching English in our 
schools as we should teach a foreign language-teach it so that we 
may read, write, and speak it more than intelligently-elegantly; 
teach it so that we may know its beauties, appreciate the variety 
of meaning and shades of meaning which it affords; te[lch it so 
that we may JJreserve its purity and enrich its variety, so that 
American English may be like Parisian French, perfect English as 
that is perfect French. 

·when children come to school t11ey lrnve learnecl to talk, to use 
spoken language as a means of communication for ideas more or 
less primitive or indefinite. • 

The object of the first langu:ig e teaching is two-fold-to give 
children greater power through reading aud writing and to give t.he 
accuracy and precision necessary for the possession of definite 
knowledge to their speec:h. To these ohjec~s there should be adch d 
a third-practice in the vowel and consonant elements of our lan
guage for the purpose of acquiring distinct, accurate and t legant 

speech. 
This divides our English teaching into three distinct s, ts of reci

tations-reading, ornl language, or conversation lessons and 
phonics. 

l\Iy friend, Prof. Boone, author of The History of Education in 
the United States, gives as one of the principles to be observed in 
teaching the following truth-as in the history of the race every 
science has been preceded by its art, so in teaching let the art of 
doing precede scientific action. 

By phonics as a study is not meant phonetic spelling or any 
spelling by sound. "\Ve mean simply exercises with the sounds of 
letters and d1ill upon these and their combinations for correct, 
rapid, and precise articulati<111, enunciation and vocalization. 
Such exercises will react upon the reading and speech of tbe pupils 
and may be of great assistance in spelling when the pupils have 
first acquired the power of holding the form of a word in their 
minds long enough to reproduce it. 

Ability to write or oralJy spell a word is in no way different 
from ability to lay or draw a square or other geometric figure-it 
is simply making visible a form already known to the pupil as a 
whole, which, being known as a whole he may, when the time 
comes, analyze into its elements. 
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Dr. Guilmttte'~ permutation of the vowel and consonant sounds 
probably affords the best drill after the sounds have been learned 
by themselYes. 

Our grand parents and perhaps our parents and ourselves were 
taught grammar in order that they might speak conectly. Now
days we put langu1ge teaching in our schools that children may 
acquire the habit of conect speaking. 

The one case in which an art is practised before the science is 
taught. Language, its accuracy and grammatimll correctness, 
should never be lost sight of from the day pupils enter schooi. and 
must form a part of every subject taught. There is but one thing 
more important than language, and that is th 1Jught. 

Better, a thousand times better, ideas awkwardly expressed than 
words well put tog ther but barren of ideas. The idea must al ways 
,come first and the cievelopment of this idea by questions from the 
teacher to a definite, exact statement makes the idea doubly the 
pupil's and tends toward cleamess of statement thereafter. So 
much of language should be taught in every lesson. 

The language recitation by itself offers an opportunity for vari
ous kinds of work, and for a variety of experiments to discover 
what is best. As a rule such work in scientific grammar, ends 
in the analysis of the sentence and the classification of words and 
the telling of simple stories and narratives. But analysis and 
classification are scientific modes of procedure. To create is 
artistic, to dissect scientific. We do not wish our children to be a 
Tace of iconoclasts but rather the authors of beautiful thoughts, the 
doers of noble deeds and the livers of helpful lives. We cannot 
overestimate the effects of habits of thought upon actions and we 
are helping to build souls not savants. 

l\Iiss Phelps once wrote a story about a "little girl who won
dered." She wondered about people, she wondered about things, 
and because she wondered, she lived cheerfully in spite of poverty 
and pain. 

The end of education is to give us power. It is easy to see 
what power is gained from reading, from writing, from arithme
tic; but such power is arbitrary and of little use unless we have a 
mrntal power behind. 

In order to do her best for a child, the teacher must know what 
he thinks and the conditions under which he thinks. 
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Language lessons in the primary grades offer probably the best 
opi:>ortunities for the deliberate exercise of the mincl of the child 
and foe observation on the part of the teacher. In this case 
knowledge becomes of secondary importauce and ideas about facts 
and things of the first importance. It makes little difference what 
subject is selected for the exercise of the mind-botany, geology, 
zoology, geography, history, any or all-so long as the children 
are interested and will talk and the teacher listen, encourage, cor
rect, question. 

The danger of such work after the children are acquainted enough 
to talk freely is a lack of definiteness in each lesrnn. ·whatever 

the subject selected, that subject must be talked about and no 
other; the conversation must be definite and serious and the views 
of the class must be discussed as gravely as a bill in Congress. 

Suppose the story of Gemila, the child of the desert, has been 

told the class, what an occasion for discussion-the ways of tlle 
people, how they differ from OUL' ways, what we like in them, wh~t 

we do not like, why we ·would prefer our life to that of Gemila, 

and if the class be old enough, a geographical comparison of our 

neighborhood with the .Arab's l10me and a summing up of the 
whole in writiug. . 

There is nothing so stnpid as the note books or examination 
papers of high school or college students who repeat to _you ver
batim as to the facts and literatim as to the ideas you 1.iave given 
them. It must be a well drilled mind that can keep Prof. A's ideas 
entirely apart from Prof. B's aml never intimate to either that they 
agree or disagree. 

Knowledge may be power, but ideas move the world. It is use
less, wortllless to build up a beautiful language unless we have 

ideas worthy of expression. 

Language teaching in the primary grades should be to urge the 

pupils to tl.iink ancl to express their tl.10ughts orally and in writing, 
fluently, precisely and elegantly; and in the grammar grades pupils 
may begin 10 learn why this is correct and that is incorrect, but 
begin to learn it when it will be a help and not a hindrance to· 

expression. HI know but cannot tell" is never heard from pupils 
properly drilled in language for with them to know is to tell. They 
know how and are waiting to learn why. How is art. lVhy is 

science. 
And we must read that we may know what others thought and 

how others lived. DeQuincy deplored the introduction of encyclo-
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peclias because he said that men would not remember if they could 
so easily look up what they wished to use. So one of the clangers 
of reading is that it is easier to enjoy people's ideas than to think 
for ourselves. Reading among grown people and children is too 
often only mental dissipation and enerYates rather than stimulates 
the mind. ~o the mind should be urged to take pleasure in think
ing before it knows how too well to enjoy other people's thoughts. 

As a rule, reading is taught too early and too long a time is con
sumed in learning to reac1. Three years is long enough for the 
average child to learn to read as well as he will eYer read within 
his comprehension, and to pronounce far beyond his comprehension. 
If he needs more tlian the first three years of school to do this let 
reading begin the second year of school, and the first year be spent 
on such training as will enable him to do the work in less time 
later on. This, I am aware, is not a popular Yiew, but I am con
'.Tincecl that it would be a saving of time and of energy for both 
pupil and teacher. Drudgery should always be aYoi(1ed and there 
is no greater drm1gery than the intermediate stage of reading if it 
be prolonged. 

It really makes little cliff, rence what a child is taught when he 
first enters school. · All early work is for mental a·wakening and 
development, and those subjects ·which mcst quickly and healthfully 
arouse and stimulate the faculties should be first taught. From a 
purely critical examination, reading wonlcl not be placed among 
such subjects, but for conYenience and from habit it is 01rn of the 
subjects selected for early school work. That method of teaching 
reading, therefore, is the best, which will, while teaching the child 
to read also gradually awaken his power of observation, attention 
and precision, and strengthen their growth. Whatever the method 
chosen its use extends only over the first year or half year's work. 
All that is necessary after that period is practice which must be 
continual. The test of reading is not alone ability to pronounce. 
If it were the spelling book would take the place of the reader. The 
real test is ability to read so that both listener and reader can give the 
thought of the writer. The great hindrance to really good reading in 
our schools is the lack of really good reading matter. The twaddle in 
the shape of stories printed in the aYerage second and third read
ers is enough, to make the h.•sson a bore to the children, and the 
class work degenerates into a pronunciation drill with a few 
attempts at elocution thrown in for variety. The be~t of our read-
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ers are made up of disconnected short stories which fail to arouse 
any continued interest in the class. 

Enry child is au artist in this wise-he will find out ho"' to do 
the thing he wants to do. In reading and the whole of language 
work the success depends more largely than in other branches 

upon the interest and enthusiasm of the pupils. J\lake them like 
it, make them loYe it and then they will do the work. Good Eng
lish is like good music, more in sweetness and in meaning to the 
educated than to the uneducated ear. The best in literature is 
none too good for our children-best from point of style, of dic

tion. and of interest. 
Culture is in no ways to be despised and culture comes from 

habit and association. Seeing and hearing good English leads to 
the habit of speakiug and writing good English. 

Nothing is too good for the A rnerican people, therefore let us 
offer them nothing but the best. 

TOP1C.\L }IETHOD OF TEACTIIXG. 

The superior value of Latin, Greek, and mathematics for mental 
discipline, lies in the precise and frequently recurring points which 
they present. Some one has found by actual count more than two 
hundred definite acts of judgment, involved in an accurate transla
tion of the first three lines of C~:,;ar' s Commentaries. The classics 
and mathematies are the easiest subjects to teach; because they 
present a maximum of points or topics, in a minimum of space. 
To the skilful teacher a page of Virgil or Homer is fairly bristling 
with interrogation point:-. And the conscientious student can find 
more topics for study and investigation in one of these pages, than 
in a whole chapter of physiology or history. 

Yet history and civil govnnment and the elemrnts of science and 
philosophy must be taught. Every teacher knows how hard it is to 
make these studirs of equal diseiplinary value. Every student 
remembers with sorrow the wasted hours and futile efforts he bas 
spent over his lessons in these subjects. 

Can these difficulties be overcome? Can the studies be made as 
satisfactory subjt0 cts for teaching, and as definite objects for learn
ing, as Latin, Greek and mathematics? I think they can, if they 
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are rightly taught. And the right way of teaching them is what I 
mean by the topi~al method. 

The topical method of teaching these subjects consists in doing 
for them what classics and mathematics do for themselves. The 
mass of matter to be taught must be broken up into clear and pre
cise heads, or points or toµics; and then these points or topics must 
be repeated, and utilized almost as frequently as are the rules of 
arithmetic, the formula~ of algebra, the axioms and fundamental 
propositions of geometry, the declensions and conjugations and 
rules of syntax in Latin and Greek. 

If the constant recurrence of ddinite points, the utilization of 
previous attainments for the solution of new problems and the 

presence of the total subject at all times, is the secret of the superior 
teachableness and. disdplinary value of Latin, Greek and mathc· 
matics, then all that is necessary to make physiology and history 
and English literature and kindred snhjects equally teachable and 
equally valuable is to introduce into these subjects the three elements 
of definiteness, recurrence and unity. 

In teaching Latin, Greek and mathematics you have a perfectly 
definite set of problems or topies to be mastered in advance eaeb 
day; and in order to master these new problems you are obliged to 
carry with you in available form all that you have learned before. 
In order to teach with equal effectiveness history and descriptive 
scienee the teacher must mark out precisely the points the students 
are expected to learn in advance; he must permit nothing once 
learned to lie unm;ed, and be must keep tbe whole subject before 
their minds all the time. 

How can this be done? I will tell you first bow it can not be 
done. Merely giving out the lesson will not do it. When a teaeher 
says to a class, • 'Take for the next lesson from the top of page 
forty to the bottom of page forty-six," he has not done bis duty by 
them. It is not treating the class fairly. It is like sencling a child 

into the pantry to pick up a breakfast for himself, instead of cook

ing it and serving it upon the table. 
It is a great deal easier to send the child to the pu.ntry. 'When 

we are busy there is a great temptation to do it. We know it is 
not so well for the child. It becomes a matter of chance whether 

he eats the right things or the wrong thing, or whtther he eats any
thing at all. It is equally a matter of chance whether he gets the 
proper mental nourishment out of pages forty to forty-six inclusive. 
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He is quite as likely to pic:k ont tlle dougbnu ts and cookies as the 
bread and meat; tbe anecdotes and subordin1te detaih as tbe main 

principles and 1e11ding truths. He is still more likely, in his 

attempt to learn tht> lesson in the mass, to learn nothiog iu particu

lar. Have we not all seen children wasting and worse than wast

ing t 11t ir time and energy repeating over and over in senseless 
monotony the prec:ise pl1rnt'.les of the subordinate sentences of a text

book. Not kuowiug wbat they are at'ter they make a desperate 

anrl frantic altl rnpt to ('rowrl into a mind devoid of all curiosity or 

intnest snme,tiiug or other whieh will serve the purpose of a recita

tion. When scholars stud_y in this w1etchfd way, it is the teache1's 

fault. Giving out lt0 f-SJns and bearing recitations is the smallest 

part of a teache1's business. These things are about a,; large a 

part of good teaching as startrng and timing a horse upon the track 

i.;; of the work of devd1)ping and training a trotrer. Any fool who 

can hold a stop watch eau give the word and take the time. It 
takes a man who knows a great cteal about horses to develop the 

greatest pos'-'ible spt!(~d. Any fool that can hold a book and count 

pages can give out lessons and liste.n to tbeir repetition. Tbe per

son who will really teach must know a great rlPal about his suhj..,ct, 
still more about his seholars; and above all must k11ow bow to 

awaken the greatest pos·ible curiosity in the scholar and interest in 
the suhjec . 

The teacher should present the adyance lesson each day in as 

systematic and interesting a manner as possible. It is a good plan 
to place an outline of the main headings on the board. Let the 
seholars copy this outline ·into their note books. Let the teacher 
also keep these same headings in his note book. Then with this 

outline before the minds of both teacher and scholars, let the t( acher 

take up the heads one by one, and mctke a clear presentation of it 
to the class. During this presentation by the teacher there should 

be no taking of notes by the class. Them should be no especial 

effort on the part of the class to remember what is said. The aim 

should be simply to awaken their interest and hold their attention. 

It is not the note book of paper, nor the more subtle note book of 

memory, but the understanding at which this exercise is aimed. 
After this lecture by the teacher, which may well occupy the last 

half of the period assigned to the recitation, the class go to their 

seats or thPir rooms. They do not remember much of what was 

said. The headings in their note b?oks do not mean much to them. 
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Has uot the time and labor been wasted. Yes, it would be it the 

work were to stop here. It does not stop here, however. ,v ait 

until tomorrow. The scholar takEs up his book to learn the les:Son. 

He asks himsdf, •'What is this lebson about?" He takes out bis 

note book and rrnds the first hE·ading. Now he knows precisely 

what he is after. He has the book on which bi::i information is to 

hang. Then he takes up his t.ext-bouk. The senttmct s and para
graphs are not hlind and dull and meaningless as they would be if 
he were to attack them in the mass with a mind unprt>pared. Tbey 
are answers to the ques: i1m he is brrngillg to tl1em. 

They are telling him the very things he wants lo kuow. l\Iore 

than that. Tbe answers are not altogPiher new and strange .. They 

have a familiar aspect. They are old a,·q uaintanct s, and the work 

cif study consists simply in del'pening that acquaintance into friend

ship. Tuere is no excuse for mumbling over the ( xaet words of 

the text-book, in the frantic effort to tread them ctown into the 

musty mow of memory. His pure purpose now is to extra ·t from 

these Pentences the icteas which bear upon tlle topic in hand. The 

scholar learns his lesson easily, naturally, rationally. 

Then comes tlH~ recitation. The teacher takes up, not the text

book, which ought never to be seen at the hour of recitation in the 

hand of a teacher any more than in the hand of a scholar, hut the 

nOie-hook, an<l calls upon one scholar to tell what he knows about 

one head 1ovic, another to explain another. The tfacher does not 
have to cast ahout for the right questions to ask. That work was 

<lone yesterday. There is no anxiety or t repinity on the part uf the 

scholar who has studied the lesson faithfully. He knows that noth

ing 3trange and unexpected is to be sprung upon him, but that he 

is to reproduce what he first heard from the teacher, and since has 

read in the hook. He is not at the mercy of that most fickle and 

unreliable of all our powers, me1 e verhal memory. His reliance is 

upon bis understandiug, which, when it bas once thoroughly mas

tered a subj,.,ct, d<H s not ea~ily let it go. 
When each lesson is thus reduced to definiteness and precision 

of topicP, the actual recitation of the advance lesson can be com

pressed into a small portion of time. There will be ample time for 

gathering np iuto their unity and consecutiveness the lessons that 

have gone before. Teaching does not consist merely _in dumping 

day after day a heap of facts at the door of the pupil's intelligence. 

It aims to organize th(se scattered facts into a system of orderly 
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relations, and to enable the pupil to see each fact in Hs rational and 

necessary connection with the total science of which it forms a part. 

The purpose of a review is not the simple repetition of what hap

pent>d to be learned yesterday. It is to bring the tota1 subject before 

the mind, and to conn< ct the new lesson with all that has been 
learned in previous lessons. It is to keep alive the sense of the 

unity and interrelation of all that has heen acquired up to date. It 

is to help the student to see the total subject developing from day 

to day before his mind into a <:oherent system of fact, and laws. 
Sucb a comprehensive and rational review of the total subject, not 

of course covering everything at each exercise, but selecting some 
line of sequence which leads up to the special lesson· of the day, is 

perfectly practicable when the topical method of teaching is faith

fully and intelligently employed. 

The definiteness of each day's lesson renders possible the recur
renee of the main points of all previous lessons in so far as they 
have connection with the topics of the advance lesson. And this 

union of ddiniteness and constant recurrence gives unity and 
rationality to the subject as a whole. 

There has been a great deal of discussion as to whether the lec
ture method or the text-book method is the better. Each bas its 
advantages and its disadvantages. The advantage of the lecture 
method is in the fact that instruction comes clothed in the person
ality of tbe teacher, and the lesson becomes a living, human thing. 

The disadvantage lies in the limited amount of matter that can be 
presented; in the waste of time spent in dictation, and waste of 
energy and attention in copying; and frequently in the inferior 
treatment of the subject. For the average writer who has taken 
the pains to print bis book, and has succeeded in winning his place 
iu open competition with the world, is likely to make a better pre
s.en tation of his subject than the average teacher, who has not been 
compelled to meet these objective tests. Printing has rendered the 

lecture method obsolete. It is a relic of the time when there was 
but one book of a kind in an institution, and that book was chained. 

On the other hand the text-book method gains in fulness and 
quality of matter presented; but it lacks the personal, human qual
ity of the lecturr. .Facts which are met only in a text-book seem 

dull and dry and dead. If the lecture system dates from the time 
when books were scarce, the text-book system is a relic of the time 
when good teachers were even more scarce. 
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The topical method, as I have described it, combines the advan
tages, and avoids the defects of both the lecture and the text-book 
methods. Truth comes fused in the personality of the teacher, yet 
time and attention are not ~asted in dictation and copying, and the 
matter presented is not limited to the capacity of the teacher and 
the duration of the exercise. The book, or books are used, but 
they are used as means, not as ends, and they are given life and 
interest through the previous introduction of the teacher. 

This method had its 01igin in the teaching of history in colleges 
and universities, and where instruction presupposes the use of many 
books of reference, instead of a single text-book. It can be suc
cessfully applied to Learly all rlepartments of study; rntably to 
English literature, civil go-,-ernment, psychology, ethics, and to the 
natural sciences in combination with laboratory work. It can be 
used just as well where there is a single text-book as where there 
are many books of reference. Though the use of more books than 
one is a great help in emancipating the mind from slavery to books, 
and in developing the mastery of subjects instead of the committing 
to memory of words. 

It can be used in the high and grammar schools just as effect
ively as in the colleges and universities. Indeed it is more essential 
in the earlier years, when the power of study is less develop~d. 
It should be coupled with frequent requirement of abstracts made 
by the scholars themselves, so that they may acquire the power to 
utilize the method in their own reading, and in private study. A 
principle which is good at one stage and in one department o( edu
cation is likely to be valuable in all studies and all institutions. 
History is not so very different from literature, nor philosophy from 
physiology. And the college and the university is simply the gram
mar and high schools over again, dealing with harder problems and 
bigger boys and girls. 

In presenting this subject, I have not entered into the psychologi
cal principles which underlie it. The. fact that every mental state 
is a unit, and that the more unity we give to a subject, the more 
readily it is assimila~ed by the mind : the fact that the mind cannot 
deal effectively with very many new ideas in the same hour without 
exhaustion and confusion : the fact that the more numerous the 
forms and the more varied the associations tn which a subject is pre
sented, the longer it will be retained, and the easier it will be 

12 
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recalled: the law that we ' 1perceive only what we preperceive," 
and find readily only what we are on the lookout for, the principle 

that we really know only what we keep in mind by daily recall and 

constant use :-all these admitted psyqhological principles under

lie this method, and are the sonnd scientific basis on which it rests. 

I have simply told you as the result of my own experience, what I 
find works well with my own classes. I offer it to you in the hope 

that, with such modification, whether of limitation or amplification 

as you may find necessary, it will be a help to you as teachers in 

teaching; and in absolute certain1_y that if you will give it a fair 

trial, it will hdp your scholars to study wisely, enthusiastically and 

effectively. 

COCH:--E~ IX LITE1L\'1TffE FOR PHI:\L\H¥ ,\XD <nLDDL\H 

GIL\ VE:--. 

Of the many subjects cm fronting educators to-day. there is none 
deserving more deliberative consideration than that of literature in 
our elementary schools. And this arises because of two conditions, 
-the one an outgruwtb of the otller. First, pure literature occu
pies an unimportant position within the school-room ; St'Condly, and 

consequently, impure literature holds vantage-ground outi:,ide the 

scl10ol-room Thus, while our pupils graduate from common 

school, high school, :rnd academy, and enter upon their freshman 

year in college with little acquaintance and no familiarity with the 

master-builders of their own language, the champions of thought

less writings improve tlwir opporl unity. Ioto every available 

household, and into every school Eden, they send their serpentine 

messengers to deprave the taste and poison the intellects of our 

boys and our girls. Their diligenee should awaken our vigilance. 
Do not indulge the delusive hope that _you can dislodge unwhole

some reading by lectures or scoldings. You have been too Jong 

inactive. and it has become too firmly intrenched. This can be 

accomplished only by thEl substitution in its stead of a literature 

that is pleasing, beautiful and refined; and, upon the principle of 
the ''survival of the fittest," vain-glory shall be supeneded by deli
cacy, levity by gravity, exaggeration by truth. But for the attain-
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ment of this end, a radical change must be effected in our scholastic 
system. 

It would be highly presumptuous, indeed, in the presence of this 
convention, to discourse upon the kindly influence which literature 
Bxerts upon the mental faculties and moral sensibilities of the child 
during the delicate period of character formation. It enlarges bis 
vocabu' ary and dictates bis choice of words. It supplies him with 
large thoughts and the ability to gra'-p and compreheud them. It 
quicke1 s originality and kindles imagination. It creates a fine pP,r

ception of the beautiful and the true. But its force is not exhausted 
upon tbe enrichment of the mind. Literature awakens consciences 

as well as stimulates intdlects. It rnvdops the scholar in an 

atmosphere of pure and hol/ thoughts and elevates his soul from 
dt>pths of materiality to realms of spirituality. 

Now, the most finished product of our school activities, that for 
which tbe sµindle must bum and the loom weave, and for whieh all 

labor ano euergy must be e.xpeuied, is the tmbodiment of cbar
acter in the noble man, the gentle woman. All else must be subor

dinated to the perfection of a high moral character. And there is 

nothing which can contribute so effeetively in developing tbis divine 

attribute as communion with those genial guides and lovable com
panicns whose words comprise the literature of our time. 

In our school system, therefore, literature should be the sun, 

attracting and controlling all related subjects. Instead, it has 
become a satellite with purposeless 10amings. The system requires 
readjustmeo t. 

I plead for the enthronement of literature in its fitting place in 
the hierarchy of studies, by the incorporation into our curricnlum 
of courses in author-reading continuous from the primary to bigh 
school gradts. At the same time, I protest against the extravagant 
misappropriation of the graded reader, especially in the more 

advanced grammar grades. For memoriter and £:locutionary drill, 

the selections in many of these readers a e excellent, and for such 

good offices shou 1d be heartily recommended. But they are at best 
compilations of isolated fragments and fail signally in stimulating 

a love for good authors. ·when they are closely followed, reading 

degenerates into the droll monotouy of word-cadling; and I have 
often thouf! ht that the summons to re- read for the twentieth time 

some uninteresting ·'piece" must come to the ear of the scholar 

with the same mournful din~-dong as does the vesper curfew to the 
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pearnnt: ' 1 put out the lights of your imagination and go to sleep." 

Children are not content with fragments, they desire entities. Place 

in their hands masterpieces in their entirety, that they may follow 

the lines of thought pursued by the authors, and gtt a glimp,,e of 

continuity, order and rdation. 

That fifty per cent of the children who enter school leave before 

the age of eleven ; that seventy- five per cent have left at the age 

of twelve, ana that only about fifteen in one hundred ever reach 

the high school, are tacts of startling significanCE'. They briog ns 

face to face with two uuwelcome inferences. The 1rnijority of ehil
dren must either acquire a literary taste at an early age undt r the 
guidanee of the tearher, or, what is deploral.ly to be lamented, 

must be left to drift unwarned and un(lirt'eted into the dangerous 

shallows of ephemeral literature. 

A!l our most effective instrumentalities of culture, then, must be 

concentratE'd in our elementary schools, and courses in author-study 

must have a beginning secure and deeµ in the primary grades. 

That imµlies an undertaking beyonrl the comprehension of the 

pupil, the primtuy teacb er may rerrnuk. But wait! ,vhen we 

have devoted the same thought and energy in beualf of literature 

that we have (·xpenderl upon other studif's now successfully taught, 

we may find our labors rewarded in this direction as well. 

\Ve are altogether too prone to underestimate the mental capa

bilities of the scholar througuout all grades of his school career. 

Even when litErature is not as-,igned becoming prominence, it is 

not of unusual occun ence to SE'e children in primary <lepartments 
enthusiastic over the personality of a favorite author. Small begin

ning, it is true; but something is infinitely greater than nothing. 

By the extension of this incipient earnestness through the gram mar 

grades, our boys and girls shall have acquired at graduation an 

acq11aintance with several standard authors, and shall he possessed 

of a definite plan for future reading,-an invaluable compass, with

out deviation or declination, to guide them into ports of knowledge. 

Tbe progress of literature marks the development of the human 

mind from its earliest infancy to its latest maturity. From the age 

of myth and fable to modern scbolasticism there are innumerabl~ 

stages, with an exhaustless fund of literary treasures which can be 

readily adapted to every period of mental growth. Starting with 

the myth-making epoch, the child should here erect Li, first liter

ary landmark. Others should be established to denote his pro-
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gress through the avenues immortalized by Homer, Virgil, Dante, 
Sbakespeare, and modern writers, until be grasps the vital truth 

that link follows link in endless succession in the chain of literary 

progress. Harmony, evolution and design gradually unfold them

selvi:'s. He learns to associate the simplicity of the first myth with 

the profundity of the later truth. He has climbed a lofty height 

for intellectual discernment where he can replace supeificiality by 
depth of' thought and feeling. 

In the arrangement of courses, the relation of literature to other 
studies pnrsued must be considered. Any subject that is detached 
and isolated is likewise profitlees. Unity is everywhere essential. 

Therefore, the co-ordination of all the studies is a matter of grav
est educational importance. Biography, history, travel and geog

raphy should be made mutually helpful and dependent, covering the 

same period and illustrating one anotLer, thus combining to produce 

a symmetrical mental development; and all of these, in turn, should 

be made to co-operate in the cultivation of a taste for wholesome 

reaJmg, which is the supplement and complement of all the studies 

of the ekmentary Eehool. 

In the introduction of courses in literature, moreover, do we not 

secure a settlement of the vexatious English grammar question? 

Masterpieces placed in the hands of the pupil regain the domains 

now usurpe<l by diluted language lessons, and the scholar acquires 
first principles from the lips of authorities. Then, with a compre
hension of the vernacular, he is prepared for an intelligent under
standing of technical grammar based upon a literature with which 
be lias bt>come fa 1niUar·. 

In outlining this course, I would not confine the vision of the child 

to liis native land. Tbe humblest scholar in our schools is the 
resultant of all past human endeavor. He is tbe inhe,iitor of all 

tllat the ages have bequeathed to mankind. And as the diamond 
of India shines none the less brilliantly beneath the rays of the 
:New ,vorld's light and reflects the material forces of an early 

formative period, so 5hould the gem of truth, wherever found, 

become the ornament of the scholar and reflect the spiritual forces 

which have moulded civilizations. 
However, the position of prominence should be assigned to 

American authors. Their works are peculiarly our own. b them 

are set to sweetl st music the emotions, sentiments and pulse throbs 

which lie at the basis of our national integrity, and in (:•xquisite 
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prose are portrayed that devotion to principle, that intense love for 

liberty and equality, as well as the heroic chivalry and the sturdy 

manliness, which characterized the fathers. Our American authors 
inspire reverence for them nation builders, and emulation of their 

virtues, wherein rests the promise of the future. They incite a 
patriotism wbicb is deep-seated and far-reaching. Holy thoughts 

produce noble men and gentle women; these, in turn, make 

thoughtful citizens. All studies are important and should he well 

taught and wisely taught. Tbe intricacies of mathematics di~

cipline the mind, and geographical acquirements deepen culture. 

But in a few years our boys and girls will encounter problems which 

neither recognize racial boundaries nor are suscer,tible of demon

stration by rule. The future social, industrial ·and political ques

tions, so momentous because they involve our national perpetuity, 

require for their solution that culture of heart, as wdl as brain~ 

which comes from communion with the pnre and beautiful in litera

ture. 

Here we meet the reE,pousibility of the teacher. Tile world is 

looking toward America. The hope of Columbia is in her tlemen

tary grades of instruction. The teacher is the pupi '::; polar-star. 

Hence the imperative necessity that she hestow unreserved friend

E.bip and confidence upon tlwse rna::;ters of thought, tbat visions of 

the beauty and mond loveliness presented in literature may dawn 

upon her to be refL~cted witll undimiuished power in the habits of 

thought and reading, the motives and the actions of those entrusted 

to her guidance. Let us hope she may thus strengthen herself for 

the burdensome task alloted her, and succeed in the fntme as she 

has in the past, in leadieg the pupil,;; of America to higher planes 

of thought, loftier conceptions of life, worthier aspirations and a 

broader spirituality. 
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PHO~ETIC TEACHf~G OF THE ALPlL\_BET. 

DH. ,J. 11. HA~i'OX, -waterdlle. 

It is no part of my present purpose to discuss any one of the 

methods in vogue of teachiog children to read. Whatever method 

may be adopted, I am willing to assume, and do assume, that every 

primary teacher, who is at all competent to fill her place, does 

teach to some extent at least the sounds of the letters. I wish 

merel.Y to emphasize the importance of continuing the practice of 
phonetics through the entire perioct of the primary and the grammar 

sehou1. Tbe brief practice now limited, as I am compelled to 

believe, to the first, year or two of the primary school 1 ils soon 

entirely fo1gotten hy the cbilct, and he carries into the grammar 
scl10ol no practical knowledge of the alphabet except the names of 
the letters. The teacher of the grammar school assuming that the 

work has bPen sdilciently clone in tlle primary, and having more 

work in his OVI n proper gracte than he ean wrll do, the practice of 
phonPtics i..:, not reF1rn1ed to any consicleral1le extent there, and the 
pupil passes ou tu the bigh school and the academy as ignorant of 

the alphabet as when be ldt lhe primary schoJl. 

In the ungradl-'d schools, which cons1 itnte the great maiority of 

· the schools in the Statt>, the case is still worse. Here the pupils 
are fortunate if they chanc1.:~ to lea n what phonetics means, or that 
the alphabetic characters represent sounds at all. It is not my 

intention, in any of the stah·ment3 which I may make, to exagger

ate. If any of you think them too strong or untrm', criticism is 
invited. I shall be happy to he set right. I thoroughly believe 
that I am criticising a very serious defect in the teaching of the 

lower grades, and one of great magnitude. The charge I bring is 
that the alphabet is Dot learned in these grades. If you ask me 
bow I know this, my answer is, •'by their fruits ye shall know 

them." Eiglity per cent of all the pupils who come to me are 

almost totally destitute of any knowledge of the alphabet excPpt 
the names of the letters. The classification into vowels and con

sonants is generally understood. But nearly everything beyond 
that is a blank. They are unable to define vowel or consonant. 

And the idea that the alphabetic characters are nothing but signs 

to the eye of sounds produced Ly the voice and other organs of 
speech seems never to have entered tlieir minds, or at least to have 
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found any lodgment there. Least of all are they able to produce 
these sounds at will. They do it easily enough in tbeir combina
tious in words, but they do not ~know that tbey do it; and bence 

when they undertake an anal_j sis c.f a word by giving each sound 

by itself, a complete fail:Jre is the result. The terms usually found 
in the school books of the upper grades, especially in the Latin 

and Greek grammars, such as surd, sonant, liquid, mute, aspirate, 
subvocal, labial, lingual, fL1latal convey no dear idea whatever to 

their minds; and the tead1er in the high school or acaclemy is com
pelled either to let his pupils go on in their iguoran<.;e and fail to 
comprehend fully their Lu.tin, Greek, German and F1ench pronun
ciation, or to stop several weeks and teach them wbat ought to have 
been taught in the lower sehools so thorougLl y as never to need 
touching afterwards. 

Reading is an art generally regard(d as second in importaoce to 

none of those pursued in the ::;chools. lt is the one first commenced 

and longest continued; and yet facts compel us to admit the correct

ness of the almost universal verdict of intelligent people that the 

schools produce few good readers. Is it possible that we have 

struck one of the most fruitful sources of this unwelcome fact? 
That a complete, accuratiE•, practical knowledge of the alphabet is 
fundamental here, no one will hardly question. 

That the primary and grammar and ungraded schools do not suc
ceed in any very high degree in securing for the children this com
plete, accurate, and practical knowleci ge, I do not believe tbat any 
one who is conversant with the facts, will attempt to deny. ,ve 
see, then, where we are, and why we are there. 

Is there a remed5? Yes. Ample and all suflkient. ,ve have 
only to make me of the mean., placed within our reach. Phonetic 
teaching begun in the kindergarten, continued through the primary 

and carried to the very end of the grammar school course will do it. 
Let the children be first taught the vowel sounds; i. e. taught to 

make them with thdr own voices ; and all the vowel sounds there 
are io the language. Alld as preliminary to success in this, make a 
classification of the vowel elements on some rational, common sense 
basis. There is no sense in calling some vowels long and others 
short. The Eoglisb language has no long vowels and no short 
ones. The terms are misleading and ougut to be abandoned. 

I have adopted a very simple and unobjectionable notation which 

I have found very convenient, and you shall have the benefit of it. 
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a 1 fate; a 2 fare; a 3.fat; a 4 far; a 5 fast; a G fall. 
i 1 pine; i 2 piu. 
e 1 mete; e 2 met. 
o 1 uote; o 2 not; o 3 noon. 
u 1 fe"w, tube; n 2 tub; u 3 full; n 4 fur·. 
Diphthougs-on=a4+o3; oi=a6+i2. 
Diphthongal YO\Yels-a 1 P, o1, u 1

• 

E:s:plosives-a 3
, a5

, i2, e 2
, 0 2

, n2, u-1. 
Consouants-p t Lh f c k ch sh s h. 

b d th v g· j zh z. 
Lif1uicls-l m n r ng. 
Nasals-m u ng. 
Semivo,vels-w y, 

185 

The peculiar characteristic of the explosive elements i<::, that. they 
are incapable of prolongati<m. The least drawl of voice in their 

utterance changes them instantly into something elst>, cl beeoming 

a6, h.
5 &.4, a3 a', i2 e1, e2 a1 without the vanish, u2 u4, and u3 <}. 

Therefore, in the drill on the vowels the utmost accuracy is required. 

How shall this ac Juracy be secured? By daily practice on some 

·Of the words in the reading or spelling hsson, or both. 

When the children have thus been made thoroughly familiar with 
the soun<ls of the vowels and can produoe· them accurately, let the 

consonants be commenced and treated with tt1e same painstaking 

care and thoroughness, until every child can produce each one of 
them with perfect ease. 

When the pupils are sufficiently advanced in ag4= and attainments, 
the classification of the consonants into surds, sonants, liquids, 
mutes, subvocals, hbials, palatals, and linguals sllould be presented 
and taught. This will prohahly be the appropriate work of tlle 
grammar school and the more advanced classes iu t,he district school. 
Tbis drill ought to be persistently pursued in tliese schools, until 
the pupils have securEd a complete mastery of the subject. It 
should be as easy and natural for them to anal:y ze the words pho
netically as to pronounce them in the ordinary reading exercise. 

Be careful in gi\'iog the consonants to avoid exaggeration. Give 

them as nearly as possible the same force and quality · hat the ear 
observes when the words are correctly pronounced. l\Iisc!Jievous 

boys are very fond, especially in a concert exercise, of giving the 

p's, the k's, the ch's and the s's about fl ve tim:::s as ~ucb. force as 

thf'y ought to have. 

Is any one inclined to think that this praclice is impracticable 
because it imposes an additional burden upon the already over-
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worked teacher, and also because there is not time for it? Let it be 
remembered that the most important thing undertaken in the pri
mary and grammar school is the teaching of reading ; and that the 
teacher is bound by every consideration of conscience and duty to 

adopt and practice the means best adapted to secure the end ; 
namely, not merely the n.bility to read, but the ability to read well. 
The phonetic practice here advocated should, therefore, be a part 
of every reading lesson ; and ten minutes of drill in phonetics per 
day will be all imfficient, if continued through the primary and gram

mar schools courses, to make tlie pupils masters of the alphabet. 

What will be some of the fruits of this kind of training? 
1st. An ac)curate and observant ear will be developed in the 

pupil. He will hear correctly and know what he hears; a condition 
of things absolutely necessary to good reacting. 

2d. A gent ral critical habit will be engendered. This is above 
all price. The pupils will notice the speech of one another, of their 
teachers, parents, ministers, of ever} body indeed, and will be 
inclined to criticise all errors in pronunciation. 

3d. The letter r will be res tor{ d to its rightful place in X ew 
England speech. Our ears will no louger be saluted with good 
mawniiig, nor shall we hear snc.;h utteranees as uhm, fawm., paid, 

battnh, hi~Jlmh, etc. 
4th. Laughin and wh1sperin will no more be heard in the school 

nor anywhere else. 
5th. The h will be clearly expressed in when, which, wheat, and 

all other w01 ds of the class. 
6th. It will be as easy to say shrill, shrink, shrewd, schrimp, as 

it is now to say shcdl. 

7th. Such pronunciations as often, open, forsakru, broken, in 

which the vowel of the last syllable is distinctly heard will be 
among the things of the past, and we shall no longer Lear from the 

pulpit, '·I my cross have takun." 

8th. The phonetic drill here urged will establish the proper 

relation between accented at d unaccented vowels 1 and will render 
it perfectly easy for the reader to avoid the over-exactness on the 

one hand, whic.;h savors of pedantry and the extreme looseness on 
the other which is hardly Jess than slovenliness. 

9th. The. pronoun your is almost universally rronounced like 
yore, and the diphthongal vowel u1 is by a majority of people pro-
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nounced like oo in moon. Phonetic practice will cure both of these 
errors. 

10th. The most difficult combinations of consonants, such as 
s-t-s in masts, forests, lists, c~c., ~ ill by phonetic practice become 
easy. 

11th. Another most desirable result, provided all the lower 
schools in the country adopt and carry out the practice, will be the 
removal, ultimately, of all provincialisms in pronunciation from the 
English language in the United States, One's birthplace will no 
longer he betrayed by his spt ecb. Our beautiful vernacular tongue 
will sound in California as it does in Maine, in Mississippi as it does 
in Minnesota. 

12th. A writer in a recent number of the :New England Journal 
of Education speaks of the numerous instancea of mispronunciation 
which be heard at Saratoga last summer, ard cites the foll~wing 

, , / 

examples taken from bis note ·hook : Divorce, cfisnally, finance, 
, / / , / / / 

p16cess, disciplinary, 1atron, monograph, s:i"itus, p1elecessor, p10-, / , / 

gress, p1e-,ent~itiou, unp1el'.edented, dmuluineous, intenri~ional. I 
do not believe that such an exbillition as that could have pmsibly 
been made, if all the teachers assembled at Saratoga had ever been 
thoroughly trained in phonetics. 

13th. By phonetic practice much time may be saved to the pupil 
in acquiring the art of reading. A writer in the Fornm, who crit
icises most severely many things in the St. Louis scllools, S~.) s: 
110oe thing however may be learned of St. Louie, namely, that 
when i:,honics are well taught, and they are well taught in that city, 
tlle children make very rapid progress in overcoming the mechanical 
difficulties in reading. At St. Louis the children certainly read as 
well at the end of four or ti ve months as those attending many of 
the schools where no phonics are taught read at the end of two 

years." 
\Ve give the enemies of our public schools too much occasion for 

their criticism and hostility. The fruits are not forthcoming which 
they thill'k they have a right to expect. Tbe remedy lies in teach
ing fewer subjects and in doing more thoroughly what we undertake. 

I will close this papt:r by reciting a clipping taken from a recent 
Boston newspaper of high standing. It shows what wme people 
think of us. 

HThe charm of correct pronunciation and grammar and of a dis
criminating choice of words can hardly be over-stated. But the 
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indications multiply on r:ver.'-' hanrl that the opportunitir s afforded 

the avorage American l'11ild of hl,al'ing pure spoken English are 

steadily lwrnrne fewer. The public schools are doing vrr_y little in 

tbe way of pronll)ting eonect speech, and the :Nation is prL bably 

en ti rely rigbt in saying that, as a rule, the only el ass. who now pay 

atten,ion to the u~e of the E1gli~h language are the minbters. In 
Europe, cont0 ct speech and a good accent mark soeial position. An 

offence rn the use of langu::ige betrays the same lack of hrei ding as 

e:1ting with one's knite ~t table. It will be a good day when the 

conveutions of society in tile United Statc:s stamp ungrammatical 

and slangy speech and t-lovenls pronnnciation with the oppro

brium that now attad1es to one who picks bis teeth with his fork.'' 

c:-;E OF TOB.\_CCO .DlOXG ~CHOOL BOYS. 

E. -:\1. ~:'IIITll. Pre:-idellt -:\laitH' ff Pi-leyan ~erninary arnl Fem:ile Coll<'g"<', 
hent·s Ilill. 

The limits of this paper are too narrow to admit of an exhaustive 

d iscus~ion of the su bjt·et assigned. The object in placing the topic 
upon the programme was doubtless to bring before this body of 

teachers some practical suggestions that might aid us in dealing 

with a widespread eviL To rnch suggestions I shall chiefly devote 

myself after bridly sta1 ing such approximate conclusions as seem 

to be fairl_y well established. I am not called upon to discuss the 

tobacco question in its entire length and breadth, but only to con

sider it, use among school bo_ys. It i:, estimated that seven boys 

out 0f every ten form the tobacco habit before reaching manhood. 

For the class of bo,j s usually found in our colleges and secondary 
schools, this estimate is probably too high, but I am of the opinion 

that fully one-half even of this class have some practical knowledge 

of tobacco before reaching maturity. Not a few boys form the 

Labit very early, as early as the sixth, fifth or even fourth years, 

while very many of tllem form it by the time they are ten or twelve. 

In most cases the habit is formed without the knowltdge of parents 

and against their wi~ hes and is for a long time successfull_y con

cealed from them. Tne number of ciga1s and cigarettes used varies 

fr om one or two a week to a~ many per day, and is then increased 

sometimes to fifteen to twenty or even more than that per day. 
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Chewing is ofte!l found more convenient than smoking, as it is more 

easily concealed, and therefore takes its place or supplements it. 
The motive which leads young boy.3 to use tobacco is nearly 

always the desire to imitate thdr elders. No temptation is (luite 
so overwhelming to the avernge small boy as to see a lad a few 

years his senior standing on the corners of the streets, daintily 

holding a cigar or cigarette between bis fingers and, with an air of 
conscious superiority emitting a wreath of smoke from his mouth. 
It is the small boy's highest ambition-his ideal of gr~atness-to 
do that very thing; and in order to realize that ideal he will disobey 

parents, run the ri~k of detection, part with bis last penny, and 

endure the horrid nausea which follows the first inrlulgence. As 
to the effects of the tobacco habit upon growing boys we have the 
unanimous testimony of teachers of all grades, from the college to 
primary, the most of it based upon dost> observation, and some of 

it upon carefully collected statistics. 

The chief physical effects are tbese: a stunted growth; impaired 
muscular power, so that the tobacco user seldom excels in the 
power of endurance or in athletics sports; weak eyes; poor diges
tion; derangement of the nervous system, often resulting in insanity; 

and irregular action of the heart, sometimes ending in instant death. 
The mental effects are as follows: a dulling of the perceptive 

powns; weakening of the memory ; confusicn of the reasoning 
faculty, and sometimes ut' er imbecility. Sta th ties collected in a 
large number of institutions of learning in the Old World and in 

this ccuntry show that among the best scholars the percentage of 
tobacco users is the smallest; that as we go down the grade the 
percentage increases, until, smong the poorest scholars, the habit 
is almost universal. But there is one effect that is worse than any 
of these. The boy soon learns that 11e bas to contend with a terti
ble habit, which he cannot easily break. The worst of it is that be 

often believes himself totally unable to break it. He realizes that 
it is doing him untold harm, but he believes him~elf to be a slave. 

The sense of personal degradation, the loss of f.elf respect which 

follows such a belief is thoroughly demoralizing and fatal to all 
hopes of 1eform. Until he thinks he can he cannot; and reason 

does not rule but appetite. Add to this that the habit facilitates 

associations not the most desirable, that concealment from parents 
is usually practiced, and that each indulgence involves a measure 
of falsehood, deception, and dishonor; and the case is sufficiently 
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serious. TLese Effects are not occasional Lut some or all of thf'm 

invariably follow the use of tobacco among hoys. Nor do they 

depend upon the amount used although they are proportional to it. 
They follow in some measure wlH never it is used. 

What can he done to check this evil? First. It is evident, 

when we consider tbe prevalence of the habit among school boys 

and its effects as above enumerated, that the importance of the sub

ject justifies its appearance upon this programme. \Vhat can be 

clone? 

At a risk of not meeting the approval of all I must place first 

what seems to me primary, disclaiming all intentions to be personal. 

I rrgarct it of fuuiamrntal importance that the Pxample of the 

teacher be one whid1 it is entirely safe for the pupii to follow. I 
know that a par(-'nt or tt)aclier may sas to a boJ: '• You are a hoy 

and I am a man. \Ybat irj11res ) ou may not harm me. You must 

not do this though I do il'' and may be able to enforce his com

mand. But surdy. it will be much easier for him to enforce it. if 

he weights it with the power of personal exam pie. And can he not 

for the sake of the hoy forego a needless indulgence even thou:!h it 

be harmless. And then has the teacher or parent thought jnst how 

he can make it clear to a bright boy that what is to the lad one of 

the most deadls poisons is to the man barmless. One of the most 

difficult influences to counteract in fighting tbe tobacco habit is the 

example of parents, teachers and visiting officials who are addicted 

to it. Example is the only dlicient teacher of conduct. 

Second. I am of the opinion that much migbt be done by the 

publication of some Hcientific leaflets for general distribution among 

teachers, parents and :•cholars. These leaflets should explain 

simply and briefis the real nature of tobacco, that nicotine, its chief 

element, is one of the most deadly poisons known to man, that 

poison is poison., in whateYer doses or form taken, and bas no place 

in the physical economy of man, that poison should be taken only 

to counteract the virus of disease, and then as prescribed by pbJsi

cians. They should contain some information as to how chewing 

tobacco, cigars and cigarettes are prepared, the indescribable filth 

of many of the processes; the fact that some of them, notably 

cigarettes, ccn tain some other things almost as bad as tobacco. 

They should also give some hints as to the expensiveness of the 

tobacco habit. By all means they should tell as much as possible 
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-about"the effects of tobacco upon the body and the mind, as 
observed by teachers and others. 

Third. Teachers should, in some way, instruct their boys con

cerning the nature of tobacco and warn them against its use. This 
should be done before they are sufficiently advanced to begin the 
study of physiology and should be supplemented by some instruc
tion as to the power of habit, though the psychology of habit cannot 

yet be taught. E~pecially should the teachers of the grammar and 
even primary grade attend to this, for the tobacco habit is most 
frequently formed before reaching the secondary school. 

Fourth. b all schools below the college, whenever it is practi
cable, the use of tohacco should be unconditionally prohibitfd by 
rule and the rule should be enforced with all possible Yigor. A rule 
which forbids it only in certain places or at ce1tain times, unless 

accompanied by faithful instruction, is worse than no rule at all, for 
by forbidding it only in certain places it implicitly permit8 it in 

others and recognizes it as intrinsically harmless. Poison is just as 

fatal when taken in the street or in the fields or woods as when 

taken in the school-room itself. For many schools, however, I 

recognize that such a rule is impracticable. They must fall back 
on moral suasion. Finally when by such means as these, public 

opinion bas been so educated that legiislators· will them5elves set a 

right examµle, such a law as that now upon our statute hooks or a 
better one may be enforced with excelletlt results. 
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HEPOHT OF CO}DllTTEE OX SCHOOL S.\YEtiS lL\XE.S. 

In the first place obtain permission of your school officers Bet
ter still, let them take the matter in ham1 if they will and arrange 
matters themselves. It will work easier under their auspices. Try 
to get other teachers to join in a like move. You will not be so 
lonesome. 

Explain your plan fully to the officers of your local savings bank 
and make a satisfactory arrangement as to the relations of your 
proposec1 school bank. Be very sure that you are fully understood 
and that the bank C<mlially agrees. You may not find them ready. 
They object to the vexation of a multitude of small accounts. If 

you cannot make an arrangement that promises success, you had 
better make none at all. 1t is far bett r not to try twice than to 

fail once. 
Having made satisfactory arrangements with the bank, announce 

to your pupils what you propose to do, explain the method and the 
benefits but do not unduly urge, and above all do not in any way 
attempt to coerce. Whatever is done in this lille must be done by 
the free will of your 1~upils. To attempt to make it a general 
tiling for the school will result in failure. A baby may lead a 
horse to drink; but a regiment of cavalry cannot make him drink 
whe1i there. 

Announce tliat on a specified Monday you will take your first 
collection Monday is a better day than any other. The deposit
ors are sure to be on hand to deposit and all the world knows that 
:Monday is the wor~t morning in the week for attendance. It is 
also better for other reasons which you may inf er as the plan 
unfolds. The Saturday before was pay day. 

Before that l\londay morning see that the public and especially 
parents of your pupils know what you propose doing. Get an 
extendeu notice in your local paper with favorable comment, if 
possible. If you can, see the parents personally and present the 
matter. Or, failing in this, send to each parent a letter setting out 
the matter. Such letters are easily made with the duplicating 
~pparatus now so common. If you can do no better, dictate a 
letter for the parents and have the pupils copy and take home. 

Also before that l\londay, think just what you will do and liow 
you will do it. Leave nothing to chance and good luck. Prepare 
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your blanks and books to do business. Here is where the rub comes. 
You may have to do this at your own expense, and reckon it your 
good deed done that day. Write J. H. Thirry, Long Island City, 
N. Y., and he will send you blanks and all the information you 
want. Don't forget to enclose stamps for he is doing a great work 
of philanthropy and ought not to pay his own postage. If you can 
do no better, you can make your own blanks at almost no cost with 
any common duplicating apparatus. J. W. l\likhell of Rocklancl 
·will send you specimens of such home made blanks. If you think 
of stari ing a bank, you had better write to both these parties. 
Specimens of all blanks referred to below may be had on 
application. 

When the Monday comes tlrn.t was appo;nted, select a careful 
pupil for clerk and one to bring deposits to the desk. Call your roll. 
As each pupil's name is called he answers ••Yes" or ·•No." If not 
present, make the usual mark in your register. If he answers• ·:Ko" 
make "0'' in the regisier. This shows that he was prl'sent but 
made no deposit. If he answers "Yes," his deposit is at once 
brought to the desk. You enter)he amount in your register. This 
serves also to show that the pupil was present. You also make out 
a card for the depositor and charge his deposit on it. This card is 
given to the depositor with his receipt. The clerk also on his 
sheet enters the name of depositor and amount of deposit. 

Don't you self fail to deposit. Do this for your own good and 
to encourage your school. Do not make a large deposit necessarily. 
If any pupil shows any sense of shame at presenting a few cents 
only, encourage him and point out] that it is not bow much that is 
the great end but the habit of saving 

When you have finishedJyour roll, give an exercise in addition. 
Have the clerk read his list of depositors with amounts of deposits, 
depositors repeating amount if correct, all pupils writing amount, 
you following on your roll to make sure that you agree. 

-'John ·wmiams, five cents " The amount being correct, 
John Williams says, "five cents." Pupils all write for addition. 
While pupils are adding, count your deposits. If your deposits 
agt·ee with their additions, all is well. If not, make it well at once. 
Here are three separate checks and a mistake can hardly occur. 

The first morning this may take a half hour or more for a room 
of fifty pupils ; but after the machinery wears smooth with use it 
will not taKe more than fifteen minutes. If you have no pupil in 

13 
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school who can aid a1:; clerk, you can yery well do without. By 
alternating the s· udies so that they will fall in this hour hy turns, 
no one study will suffer more than another. 

,Yht n you find that everything agrees, foot your column of 
deposits with amount. Have c1erk certify to footings and items of 
his sheet. Take clerk's sheet ancl keep it in some place separate 
from your register that you may nrit by any possibility lose all 
original somce for proving your accounts. 

As soon as may be after this, certainly during 1 hat clay, put the 
deposits in the bank with which you have made arrangements. 
To avoid all confusion the banks will be called City Bank and 
8chool Bank respectively. The City Bank \\ill issue ab ,ok to the 
"general account of the ~cliool Savings Bank." This deposit is 
not at once p 1ssed to creel it of the individual depositors for reason 
that will appear but is credited to the general account. This money 
can only be drawn out on an order signed by a parent and yourself,
nor can any part of it b8 ~ransferred to accounts of irnlividual de
positors except on an order signed by yours If and another person 
selected by the depositors, as for instance the superintendent. 

8end the money to the bank as so n as may be, always. At 
recess, send one of the pupils, a trusty boy or girl, if the bank is 
not too far. Or send by one of the pupils or take it yourself at the 
noon hour. Or send it in any way yuu please, so it is safe. The 
bank book should be brought tv you. If you can use your pupils 
as messengers, it is best to do so, fcritginsthemapractical in·ro
duction to the bank. 

As soon after as may be, in a special book for the purpose. open 
an account with each depositor. Credit him with his deposits and 
dividends and debit him with his withdrawais. The book should 

be a common journal with double money columns. ~hort extend 
each day's deposit and long extend the amount deposited for the 
month. Once each quarter, after the last Monday, str ke a balance. 

After you have entered the deposits for any day prove the cor
rectness of your work by copying on a separate sheet of paper 
your entries for that day. If they foot the same as the amount of 
your deposits there is hardly a poss bility of error. If not, they 
should be made to. The success of your undertaking will depend 
in great measure on keeping your accounts straight. Prove all 
entries after this manner. It is an excellent check on errors. 
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If you have a pupil who is equal to it, let him be your account
ant. It will be a most excellent thing for him and much easier for 
you. Have him do this work in school hours in your presence. 
Make sure that he has tried all checks against error; examine Lis 
accounts yourself often; and depend upon it, the accounts will be 
as correct as you could keep them yourself. Experience has shown 
that pupils of the grammar grade can do this and do it beautifully. 
The more you can weave this work into your school work, the 
larger part the pup:ls take, the greater will be your success. 

On each month after the last deposit, send to the bank with 
which you are depositing a list of those depositors to whose per
sonal accounts any amount is to be transferred from the general 
account, together with the amount to be transferred in each case. 

Banks :lo not allow interest on amounts under a certain sum. 
Till a depositor has reached this amount, the bank has no separate 
account with him. When he does reach it however, his name is 
sent into the bunk and the amount of his deposit is transferred to 
his personal account from the general account and a book is issued 
to him. Before this his deposit is kept in the general account. 
After the book is issued, his deposits are at fi1st made part of the 
general a, count, and each 1nonth trandferrecl to his personal 
account. Banks object to many small deposits. This mon' hly list 
sent to the bank will contain then the names of all depositors who 
have within the month reached an amount that would entitle them 
to draw interest and are to have books issued to them, also the 
names of those who, haYing books, have deposited fifty cents or 
more. 

All deposits made by t~e school savings bank are first credited 
by the City Bank to the general account then these amounts are 
transferred monthly, the general account is debited with the gross 
amount so transferred, and the accounts of the specified depositors 
are credited with the specified amounts. No transfers are made 
save at the encl o~ the month. 

The benefit of this arrangement is that the city bank is not per
plexed with a lot of small accounts, and your small depositors in 
the school bank are getting interest, whereas they would get none 
if they deposited in their own names; for, as will be seen, the main 
part of this general account is the sum of those individual deposits 
that are less than would entitle the depositors to interest at the city 
bank. But, if there are many depositors, this general account will 
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be of good size and the dividend on it will be a respectable amount. 
This dividend may be rlivided among those depositors who ha,e no 
book and whose deposits are yet carried in the general account. 
This is clear gain to them. for not one of them would have a cent 
of interest if they all had their deposits in the city bank in their 
own names. 

The distnbution of this cli,idend. is a simple matter. Ascertain 
at the bank under what rules they apportion dividends and appor
tion this dividend to your small depositors in the same manner. A 
little thought will show yon that this will always lea,e a few cents 
undistributf:'cl under this plan. Carry this to the c:redit side of the 
remainder account. It might very properly be used to help pay 
the necessary expenses of the school bank. An account of all the 
expenses of the scbool bank should be kept 

When books are issueq to the depositors, let them keep them 
themselves, if they desire. It is a better plan for you to keep 
them, but some pupils may be particular to keep their own books, 
and if tbis is likely to prove an obst~cle. let them do so. In any 
event, let the pupils take tl:ieir books home once per month 

If you hold the bank books of the pupils, try to arrange to keep 
them in some safe place. It may be possible to get room for them 
in some private rnfe near the barik. Jf not, keep them in the saf
est place you can arrange, yonr own boarding place, fvr instance. 

The books will need to be tak, n to the bank once each month, 
when the monthly list is s, nt in. If the pupils liold their own books, 
require them to have their books to pass in with their last deposit 
in eacb month. Sbould anyone fail to present his book. do not 
ha.Ye his deposit transferred until he does do so. Always keep a 
few cents in tl.ie general account, if pl ssible, not transferred. It 
will keep the book bolder tied to the school bank. 

If any depositor wishes to make a withdrawal, let him present 
his on1er any l\1onclay morning. The order must be signed by 
parent of depositor. P1:1y this order from the deposits of the 
morning. Send the order into the city bank together wi h the 
depositor's book There the depositor's individual account will be 
debited and the general account credited just as though the cash 
had been deposited. Try to have tbe depositor leave something 
to bis account, if not more than a few cents. It keeps his account 
open with the city bank. 
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During vacation the depositors will have tlleir books. The city 
bank will then treat them like other dt>positors. At the beginning 
of the next term a list of all depositors having books is sent to the 
bank and a statement showing what deposits or withdrawals have 
been made, is returned. 

In a school of more than one room with a principal, the principal 
of course takes tbe responsibility and labor of the school savings 
bank. The assistants then have no care beyond taking the deposits 
and passing to the principal. The clerk's record may be passed in 
with the deposit. ,vhen two adjoining but separate schools can 
do so, it is well by mutual agreement for them to act together as 
one school in this matter. 

,v ere it not for the desola· ing district system that is preventing 
so many good things for our schools this plan would work with 
special effect in our country towns. But where the teacher is 
changed once each term or oftener, nothing that requires continuity 
can be carried out. 

It would prove a special lwlp to some savings banks by bringing 
the bank to every one's door. It would be a peculiar help to the 
people for a like reason. Think of the possibilities for good in it. 
Under these circumstances, it would prubably be necessary to do 

business with the bank through some merchant or other responsible 
person who is often visiting town. 

Probably tbe best arrnngement that our schools can make is 
through the local loan and buiiding association, if you are so fortu
nate as to have one, and can arrange with them. The method of 
operation is somewhat different, but its necessary modificat inns will 
suggest themselves. The loan and building association holds the 
depositor rigidly up to a uniform deposit monthly. 

From time to time give talks on the matter of economy and 
allied subjects. Point out that few men in jail have bank accounts. 
Teach how dividends are apportioned at a bank. 

You may think that this will make much work and responsiblity 
for you. Not so. Fifteen minutes each Monday morning will 
suffice to gather in your deposits, make your record in your register, 
prove the correctness of this record and get a duplicate account by 
the clerk. If you have an accountant it will not take fifteen minutes 
more per week to show you that the accounts are all correct and 
straight. Once each month you may have a half hour's work on 
the monthly report. The other details are triYial. 
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Varying circumstances may make a modification of this plan 
acldsable. Do not hesitate to make a change if you think it best. 
In following out this plan or any you may adopt, remember l\lr. 
Tbirry's excellent maxims. 

1. Make the mechanism as simple and sure as possible. 
2. Reduce to the minimum the work and responsibility of the 

teacher. 
3. GiYe the school sayings bank all the educational value 

possible. 
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