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STATE OF MAINE. 

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT, l 
AuousTA, December 31, 1891. 5 

To Governor EDWIN C. BURLEIGH, and the Honorable 
Executive Council: 

GENTLEMEN :-In accordance with the requirements of law, 

I respectfully submit the following Report of the condition 
and progress of the Public Schools of Maine. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

N. A. LUCE, 

State Superintendent of Oommon Schools. 





REPORT. 

COMMON SCHOOLS. 

In their usual place, and in usual form, in the appendix to 
this report, will be found detailed statistics showing the con
dition of the common schools in every town and county in 
the State. 

In transcribing and collating these statistics from more than 
a thousand different returns, the occurrence of errors is un
avoidable. In summarizing these statistics, however, and 
bringing them under critical examination and comparison with 
those of the preceding year, such errors are discoverable and 
can be corrected. They have been so corrected in the 
following 

COMP ARAnVE SUMMARIES. 

I. Of Scholars and School Attendance. 

Whole number of scholars in State . . . . .. 
Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . . 550 

Whole number of different scholars attending 
school during year .................. . 

Increase...... . . . . . . . . 1,757 
Average registered attendance per term for 

year ............................. . 
Increase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,622 

Average daily attendance per term ....... . 
Increase.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,6~8 

II. Length of Schovls. 

1890 .91. 

210,997 

141,433 

122, 766 

103,062 

Average length for year................. 21w 
Decrease .. . .. . . . . . .. . 1 w 2d 

Aggregate number of weeks per year.. . . • . 103,218 
Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,189 

1889-90. 

211,547 

139,676 

119,144 

98,364 

22w 2d 

109,407 
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III. Teachers. 
1890-91. 1889-90. 

Number of maie teachers in spring and 
summer terms.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311 280 

Increase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 
Number in fall and winter.... . . . . . .. . . . . 1,299 1,412 

Decrease... . . . . . . . . . . . 113 
Number of female teachers in spring and 

summer terms.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,415 4,668 
Decrease. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 253 

Number in fall and winter.... . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,050 4,244 
Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194 

Aggregate number of terms taught by male 
teachers during year .......... ,, .. . . . . 1,610 1,692 

Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82 
Aggregate number taught by female teachers, 8,465 8,912' 

Decrease . • . . . . . . . . . . . 44 7 
Number of different teachers employed dur-

ing year..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,314 7,517 
Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203 

Number continued in same school during 
year..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,343 2,022 

Increase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 321 
Number who bad bad previous experience. . 6,268 6,339 

Decrease... . . . . . . . . . . . 71 
Number who had not bad previous experience, 1,046 1,178 

Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132 
Number who were graduates of normal 

schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 782 741 
Increase... . . . . .. .. . . . . 41 

Average wages of male teachers per month, 
excluding board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $34.90 $34.40 

Increase. .. . . . . .. .. .. . . .50 
Average wages of female teachers per month, 

excluding board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17.56 $17.60 
Decrease. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 04 
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IV. Text-Books and School .Appliances. 

Number of towns reporting schools supplied 
with free text-books .................. . 

Number not reporting supplied ........... . 
Amount expended for free text-books ..... . 
Number of ungraded schools furnished with 

globes... . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . 
Increase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

Number furnished with wall maps ......... . 
Increase . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82 

N um9er furnished with charts of any sort .. 
Increase ................ 354 

1890-91. 

49i 
6 

$1,70,014 

532 

1,710 

1,601 

V. Number and Character of Schools. 

Whole number of different schools . . . . . . . . 4,621 
Decrease.... . . . . . . . . . . . . 214 

Whole number of graded schools...... . . . . 839 
Decrease.......... . . . . . .. . 87 

Whole number of ungraded schools.... . . . . 3, 782 
Decrease . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. 127 

Number of ungraded schools having classes 
in history.... . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 739 

Increase ................ 323 
Number having classes in physiology.. . . . . 2,633 

Increase. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 217 
Number having classes in book-keeping..... 1,668 

Increase.... . . .. .. . . . . . . 56 
Number having classes in other than studies 

prescribed by law..... . . . • . . . . .. . . .. . . 1,160 
Decrease........ . . .. . . • . 118 

VI. School Districts and School-Houses. 

Number of towns and plantations having unit 
or town system .................•....• 142 

Increase . . . . . . . . . • • . . . • . liS 
Number of school districts in State ..•..... 3,194 

Decrease . . . . . • • • . . . . . . • • 111 

1889,90. 

465 

1,628 

1,247 

4,835 

926 

3,909 

2,416 

2,416 

1,612 

1,278 

127 

3,305 
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1890-91. 1889-90. 

Number of parts of districts ............•. 258 253 
Increase.... . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Number of school-houses in State ......... . 4,209 4,354 
Decrease.... . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 

Number reported in good condition ........ . 3,219 3,224 
Decrease.... . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Number built during year ............... . 58 62 
Decrease........ . . . . . . . 4 

Cost of same ........................... . $109,728 $176,252 
Decrease... . .......... $66,524 

Estimated value of all school property ...... $3,670,385 $3,455,965 
Increase.. . . . ....... $214,420 

VII. School Supervision. 

Number of towns electing supervisors .. . . . . 338 324 
Increase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Number of towns electing committees.. . . . . 164 177 
Decrease. . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Number of school boards failing to make 
returns according to law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 6 

Increase..... . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Number of terms of school not visited as law 

requires.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 819 890 
Decrease.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 

Amount paid by towns for supervision...... $41,883 $36,399 
Increase ............... $5,484 

VIII. Resourves and Expenditures. 

Amounts available from town treasuries $781, 712 $756,203 
Increase ............. $25,509 

Amounts available from State Treasury. 391,959 384,034 
Increase ............... 7 ,925 

Amounts derived from local funds. . . . . . . . 37 ,581 28,366 
Increase ............... , 9,215 

Total current resources .................. 1,211,252 1,168,603 
Increase..... . .......... 4:2 ,649 

Total current expenditures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,163,968 1,114,902 
Increase ........... 49,066 
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Balance unexpended ........ . 
Decrease.. . . . . . . ..... 6,417 

Amounts expended for local supervision 
Increase . . . . . . . . .. 5,484 

Amounts expended for new school-houses .. 
Decrease ............... 66,524 

Amount expended for free text books.. . .. 
Total expenditures . . . . . . . . . . .. 

Increase . . . .......... 158,040 
Amount of school money voted by towns for 

ensuing year.. . . . . . . . . . 
Increase ............... 23.371 

1890-\}1. 

$47,284 

41,883 

109,728 

$170,014 
1,485,593 

720,661 

AN AL YSIS OF S'rATISTICS. 

9 

1889 90. 

$53, 701 

36,399 

176,252 

1,327,553 

697 ,290 

Giving these statistics fair interpretation, how stands the 
record made by the schools for this as compared with the 
preceding year? Is that record one of satisfactory improve
ment in their condition as a whole, or the opposite? To 
reach definite answer to these questions requires somewhat 
careful scrutiny of these statistics, and a balancing of the 
gains and losses which they show. 

1. As to attendance-In this regard decided improvement 
is evident. With 550 less persons eligible to attendance, 
1, 7 57 more were in the schools. And they were in the 
schools for successive terms as shown by the still larger 
increase in average registered attendance for the year. More 
than this, they were more constantly in attendance-there 
was les8 irregularity in attendance-as shown by the still 
larger increase in average daily attendance. 

Reference to the detailed statistics will show that these 
very noticeable increases were of attendance upon fall and 
winter terms. And this is a significant fact. It is some
thing more than coincidence that these very large increases 
should immediately follow the introduction of free-text books. 
They are the anticipated effects, rather, of that reform in our 
school management. 
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2. .As to length of schools-Here the evidence is of the· 
opposite to improvement. Both the average anJ aggregate 
lengths of schools show marked decreases. How can these· 
conditions be accounted for when, as appears from the fiscal 
statistics, the current cost of the schools increased in the sum 
of $49,066, and while at the same time, there was a decrease 
in the number of schools supported? 

In some small measure the change here noted is probably 
due to increase in the number of male teachers employed, 
and at higher wages than for the preceding year, and in some 
measure to expenditures for school appliances shown else
where. In larger measure, however, it is due to a diversion 
of school moneys to the improvement of school-houses, partly 
in the line of putting them into proper condition fm the safe 

. keeping of free books. To this extent, at least, the condi
tion shown, while much to be regretted, is merely temporary. 

3. .As to teachers-CT nder this head the increases shown 
which are indicative of improvement, are those in the com
parative number of male teachers employed at increased 
wages; in the number of teachers continued in the same 
schools during the year; and in the number of normal school 
graduates employed. The decreases ~howing improvement 
are in the number of different teachers employed, and in the 
number of those who had not had previous experience. The 
only item certainly indicative of the opposite condition, is 
the slight decrease in the average wages of female teachers. 
The other items are of doubtful significance. 

On the whole, then, it is fairly inferable that, so far as the 
quantity and quality of the work of the schools was affected 
by the character of their teachers, there was improvement. 

4. .As to text-books and school appliances-All the items 
under this head show improved conditions. Indeed, so far 
as the supplying of the schools with free text-books is con
cerned, the facts shown are unexpectedly satisfactory. 1 twas 
hardly expected that so almost universal compliance with the 
law requiring towns to furnish free books, would appear dur-
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ing the first year of its taking effect. In this regard the 
figures of the year preceding show that in 99 towns and plan
tations the schools were ill supplied with books, and that in 
152 there was lack of uniformity. A very marked improve
ment on those conditions is here shown ; for the furnishing 
of free books means both full supply for every pupil, and 
uniform books in every school. 

The amount expended in supplying the schools with free 
text-books, as shown by returns made by municipal officers, 
was $170,014. The average cost per scholar estimated upon 
the basis of the maximum attendance at any one period of the 
school year, was $1.31. Previous to the date when purchases 
were to be made, an estimate was made, based upon price 
lists submitted by most of the leading publishing houses in 
the country, and transmitted to the school authorities of the, 
towns, as suggestive of the amounts to be appropriated for this 
purpose. It is a source of satisfaction to find that the actual 
average cost per scholar was considerably within the estimated 
cost. Fortunately for our people the selection of books was 
left to local authorities inEitead of a State board, so that we 
got the benefit of a very sharp competition among publishers, 
and as a result remarkably low rates. Probably in some 
cases local authorities did not select so wisely as a State board 
might have done; but because of the general excellence of all 
the later published books, no very serious mistake was possi
ble. On the whole, the new system of furnishing text-books 
for our schools, both in its inauguration and its results, has. 
more than met the expectations of its most sanguine friends. 

Very marked improvement in the condition of the ungraded 
schools is shown in the increased supply of globes, wall-maps, 
and charts. So far as the expenditures made in this direction 
may have had the effect of making the schools shorter, that 
effect is not to be regretted, since the use of these appliances 
in improving the quality of instruction more than offsets the 
loss in length of schools. 

5. As to number and characte1· of schools-The first 
three items in this group of statistics furnish evidence of the 
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progress of a much needed reform. We have had and still 
have too many small and weak schools whose maintenance 
entails waste of money and inefficient instruction. The nota
ble decrease shown in the number of schools, a decrease 
of 214 in the year, taken in connection with the fact that sim
ilar conditions have obtained in three of the past five years, 
is evidence of a trend in the right direction-toward fewer 
and better schools. 

The other statistics of the group, indicating the scope of 
instruction given, give evidence of improving conditions. 
Naturally as the schools are strengthened by consolidation, 
they take on a more advanced character, and larger numbers 
of pupils take up the higher branches of 8tudy allowed in them. 
:Moreover the furnishing of free text books has evidently con
<luced to the results shown. Pupils who, because of the con
siderable cost of the books in these advanced subjects, would 
not take them up having to supply themselves with such 
books, and would drop out of the schools after taking the 
more primary studies, have evidently continued in the schools 
for more advanced instruction. This last view of the cau::5es 
leading to the increases shown in the statistics, is sustained by 
the decrease shown in the number of schools in which other 
studies than those prescribed by law, were allowed to he 
taught; for towns are not obliged to furnish books in these 
latter imbjects except in schools in which they may have 
become legal studies by prescription of local authorities; and 
hence free books not heing furni8hed, the natural tendency 
would be in the directions shown. 

6. School districts and school-houses.-While many per
sons hold to the theory that the unit or town system of school 
management is a good thing for the schools in some towns 
but not in all, that for purely rural and sparsely settled towns 
the district system is preferable, yet such theory is not backed 
by actual experience. There is no class of towns in the State 
that have not their like among the 142 towns whose schools 
are now managed under the town system; and among these 
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towns there is not one, how rural and sparsely settled soever 
it may be, whose schools are not on the whole better and in 
the way of more rapid improvement than those in similar
towns still adhering to the district system. That the number 
of towns and plantations which have either abolished school 
districts or organized without district divisions, has increased 
during the year from 127 to 142; and that as a result, 111 
of these worse than needless agencies in school management •. 
school districts, have been wiped out, is evidence that there 
are to be better schools and more equal educational privileges. 
in fifteen more towns. 

The decrease of 145 shown in the number of school-houses 
in the StatP., is in line with the decrease already noticed in 
the uumber of schools. It is another proof of that consolida
tion of weak schools to which attention has elsewhere been 
called as indicating improvement. 

School-houses so far as to the number reporte<l in g()od· 
condition, remain practically the same as for the preceding 
year. In their condition so far as indicated by estimated 
value, there must have been material improvement. Of the· 
$214,420 estimated increase in their value, a considerable 
part is due to the amount expended for new buildings, but 
the larger part mu:St be attributed to ~xpenditures for improve
ments in old buildings. Of these expenditures, the larger 
portion was ma le from current school appropriations, thus. 
reducing the amounts expended for the maintenance of schools, 
and cutting down their length as noticed elsewhere. As the 
proper housing of the schools is a material factor in their 
improvement, the improv~ment here indicated may be consid
ered as in some considerable measure compensating for the 

decrease in their length. 

7. As to Supervision.-In this regard the exhibit made
is in line with that in most other regards. Under present 
conditions supervision by one man is more prompt, vigilant 
and efficient than that by three. Hence the increase shown in 
the number of town~ whose schools were under the direction 
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of supervisors instead of school committees, is indicative of 
increased efficiency in supervision. This is further evidenced 
by tbe decrease shown in the number of schools not visited 
as the law requires, and by the increase in amounts paid for 
local supervision. 

This increase in cost of local superviEion is exceptionally 
large. While in this particular for the last preceding ten years 
increases have been constant, such increases have averaged 
annually less than $1,100. That shown for this year is within 
a small fraction of five times as large. B~t the cause of this 
exceptional increuse is not far to seek. It will be found in 
the larger duties imposed in putting the free text-book plan 
into operation. It was therefore to have been expected. 

8. As to resources and expendit'ures-Most of the items 
grouped under this head have already been considered in their 
relations to other groups of statistics. It is sufficient to say 
that so far as increase in resources and expenditures for 
oruinary school purposes is indicative of improved conditions, 
the facts here shown are thus indicative. But they do more. 
They indicate the public's esteem for the public schools, and 
the public's growing purpose to push them to higher efficiency. 

9. Summary-The conclusions fairly deducible from the 
foregoing statistics regarding the comparative condition of 
our common schools, may be broadly stated as follows: 

1. As regards quantity of work done measured by attend
ance, there was ~arked improvement; as measured by length 
of schools, both average and aggregate, they were not equal 
to those of the preceding year. 

2. In quality of work done as indicated by character of 
teachers, by scope of studies pursued, by supply and char
-acter of text-hooks and appliances used, and by character 
-and efficiency of local supervision, there was also marked 
improvement. 

3. As affected by· consolidation of small and weak schools, 
by improved school buildings, and by adoption of a better 
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·system of management, their general condition was noticeably 
improved. 

4. As affected by a growing public interest in and appre
·ciation of their work, manifest in larger local appropriations 
and increased expenditures for their support, there was sub
·stantial improvement, and is promise of still better things. 

FREE HIGH SCHOOLS. 

Our common schools exist by fiat of law. Every munici
:pality must maintain them, and the minimum amount to be 
expended for their support is fixed by law. Our free high 
schools exist only whe:i;e communities will their existence. 
No law compels their maintenance; no law fixes a minimum 
.amount to be expended in their support. If the people of 
.any community want these schools, they may have them ; but 
they must voluntarily provide for their support, and maintain 
them, before the State will intervene with its aid. Because 
of these conditions of existence, the growth of these schools 
measures more accurately than that of any other part -of our 
educational system, the growth of popular interest in public 
education. 

In this connection the record made for the last ten years 
ought to he a matter of State pride. For the year 1880-1 
these schools were supported in 100 towns at a total expense 
ot $69,469, of which expense the StHte's share was $16,910. 
The aggregate number of weeks was 2,344; the aggregate 
attendance was 7 ,792; and the average attendance, 5,592. 
In ten years the number of towns has increased to 228; the 
total expense to $147 ,575; the State's share of such expense 
to $39,521; the aggregate number of weeks to 5,406; the 
aggregate attendance to 15,739; and the average attendance 
to 12,836. This remarkable growth has been constant and 
almost uniform year hy year, and the limit of growth is evi
dently not yet reached. 
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Detailed statistics for each of these schools are to be found 
in the appendix. They are interesting as showing how the 
system adapts itself to varying lucal conditions and needs, 
forming in our larger towns and cities a permanent connect· 
ing link between the common schools and the college, and in 
the smaller and rural towns between the common schools and 
the academy, and everywhere supplementing and extending 
the work of the common schools. As showing more suc
cintly and generally the condition of the system as a whole, 
and in comparison with that of the preceding year, these 
detailed statistics have been summarized and grouped in the 
following: 

COMPARATIVE S'f A'rEMEN'fS. 

I. Number and Length. 
1890-91. 

Number of towns in which supported . . . . . 228 
Increase.... . . . . . . . . 18 

Number in which towns supported. . . . . . . . . 181 
lncrea3e.. . . . . . . . . 14 

Number in which districts supported... . . . 4 7 
Increase . . . . . . . . . . 4. 

Aggregate number of weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,406 
Increase.. . . . . . . . . 88 

II. Attendance. 

Number of pupils registered.. . . . . . . . . . . 15, 739 
Increase . . . . . . . . . . . 440 

Average attendance.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,836 
Increase... . . . . . . . . 189 

Number of common school teachers attending 976 
Decrease... . . . . . . . . 43 

III. Scope of Instruction. 

Number of pupils in reading classes .... 9,954 
Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . 7 5 2 

.Number in arithmetic ........... . 9,750 
Increase . . . . . . . . . 95 

Number in English grammar ..... . 7,718 
Decrease ... 50 

1889-90. 

210 

167 

43 

5,318 

15,299 

12,647 

1,029 

10,706 

9,655 

7,768 
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Number in geography .................. : . 
Increase . . . . . . . . . . 185 

Number in U. S. history ............... . 
Increase . . . . . . . . . . . 231 

Number in natural sciences .... 
Decrease .......... . 1,108 

Number in higher mathematics 
Decrease... . . . . . . . . 949 

Number in book-keeping ................ . 
Decrease ......... . 72 

Number in ancient languages .. 
Decrease ... 152 

Number in modern languages. 
Decrease... 115 

IV. Fiscal. 

Whole amount expended. 
Increase... . . . . . . . . $7,631 

1890-91. 

5,568 

3,458 

3,930 

4,987 

2,432 

3,305 

1,298 

$147,575 

Amount provided by towns and districts.. . 124,358 
Increase.. . . . . . . . . 21, 759 

Amount paid from State treasury.. . . . . . . . . 39 ,521 
Increase. . . . . . . ... 2,178 

ANALYSIS OF STATISTICS. 
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1889-90. 

5,383 

3,227 

5,038 

5,936 

2,504 

3,457 

1,413 

$139,944 

102,601 

37,343 

The above statistics need little analysis and interpretation. 
In general they tell their own story in a plain way. Some 
of the changes directly indicated, however, and others which 
may be seen by instituting further comparisons, may wisely 
be noticed. 

1. There were at least eighteen new schools established 
with an aggregate attendance of 440, or an average of twenty
four to each, while the average for the whole number of 
schools was sixty-nine. It is evident, therefore, that the new 
schools were in our smaller towns and communities. Indeed, 
this was to have been expected, for the schools have now 
become almost or quite a permanent feature in. the systems 
of most of our larger towns. 

2 
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2. By requirements of law each of these eighteen new 
schools must have been of at least ten weeks, but the aggre
gate number of weeks of all was increased but eighty-eight 
weeks. Hence it is evident that the average length for all 
must have been somewhat less than in the preceding year. 
Making the necessary calculations it will be found that the 
average length per town was actually a little more than two 
days less. Estimating the average cost per month for each 
of the two years compared, which cost includes only the 
amount paid for instruction, there is found an increase for the 
past as compared with the preceding year of $3.92. It would 
seem, therefore, that whatever the schools lost in length, and 
hence quantity of work done, was quite made up in the 
imprvved qual-ity of their work through better instruction. 

3. The statistics indicating the scope or grade of instruc
tion in these schools, show some notable changes. It will be 
at once noticed that the only increases shown are in the num
ber of pupils pursuing the more advanced studies of the com
mon schools. Incre&ses here were to have been expected in 
view of the evident character of the new schools established ; 
but decreases to any considerable extent, and especially to 
the extent shown, were not to have been expected in other 
directions. With an increased attendance of 440 why should 
there have been a decrease of 1,108 in the number of pupils 
studying the sciences, of 949 in those studying the higher 
mathematics, and of 152 and 115 in those studying the 
languages, ancient and modern respectively? The cause of 
these decreases was probably the same as was assigned as 
producing the decrease shown in the number of ungraded 
common schools having classes in these same subjects. These 
decreases were doubtless in schools not established and per
manently maintained as parts of graded systems, and with 
prescribed courses of study including these subjects. Free 
text-books are to be furnished to all pupils in all public 
schools in all subjects legally prescribed for study in such 
schools. The subjecta in regard to which these decreases are 
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shown, are usually so prescribed for study in high schools 
permanently established and maintained as parts of graded 
systems. For other such schools they may or may not be so 
prescribed at the option of the supervising authorities of the 
town; and because of the comparative larger cost of the 
proper books, they probably were not so prescribed in a large 
majority of these non-permanent schools. The natural ten
dency would be under these latter conditions for pupils to 
pursue those studies chiefly for which free hooks were fur
nished, and to reject those the pursuit of which compelled 
them to purchase their own books. 

The conditions here shown are to be deprecated. Pupils 
should be encouraged, when properly qualified by age and 
other acquisitiom;, to take up these more advanced and very 
valuable branches; and it is a mistaken policy which fails to 
offer every inducement and afford every fa.0ility for them to 
do so. That these conditions are merely temporary, how
ever, is more t ban proba.ble. That popular interest in and 
.appreciation of a more extended education than the common 
sch ooh, can afford, which finds expression in the establish
ment and maintenance of those free high schools every year 
in growing numbers, will compel the necessary change in 
these conditions. 

NOR.MAL SCHOOLS. 

Our three State Normal Schools have done their usual 
excellent work during the year. The instructors remained 
practically the same in all of them and in all the departments 
of work, as for the preceding year. Little change was made 
in scope or methods of work. It did not seem needed. Yet 
there was nothing of dead routine and formali~ ~1 characteriz
ing their work. With the thoroughly equipped, ~killed, 
earnest and devoted men and women having charge of that 
work, and with such pupils as are found in these schools, dead 
routine and formalism have no place in them. Earnet5t, 
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cheerful, hearty and persistent endeavor on the part of all has 
characterized the year and borne its fruit. 

Statistics of the attendance for the year compared with that 
of the year before, showing the number of newlstudents 
enrolled, the number graduating, and the largest attendance 
during any term in each of the schools, are shown in the fol
lowing: 

COMPARATIVE SUMMARY. 

LARGEST ATTENDANCE. 

Year Number Number 
Schools ending. entering. graduating. 

\ 

Number. Term. 

I 
Spring. Farmington .•••... June 11,1891 • 90 28 

I 

120 

Castine •.•...••..•. " 4, " .. 64 23 106 " 
Gorham .......•••. " 17, " 89 52 i JH " 

I I 

I 
I 

Totals ......... 243 103 
i 

360 .......... 
·· 1 

I 

I ! 

Farmington .....••. .June 12, 1890,1 105 42 140 Winter. 

Castine .••• . . . . ... " 5, " 88 29 121 Spring. 
I; 

Gorham .••• ........ " 20, .. 90 34 ' lli Fall. 
; 

---
Totals •.••..••• • ~ • ,s • • • • • • ••• 283 105 375 

It will be noticed that there were decreases in each of the 
particulars of attendance here tabulated. The largest of these 
was in the aggregate number of new students enrolled, a 
decrease of forty. Nevertheless with this considerable 
decrease in the amount of new material entering, the output 
of the schools in the number of graduates for the year, was 
pructically the same as for the year before, and the maximum 
attendance suffered but slight decrease. 

For more detailed and special information relating to these 
three schools and to Madawaska Training School, attention is 
called to the following 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT, 21 

REPORTS OF PIUNCIP ALS. 

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, ? 
FARMINGTON, ME., June 11, 1891. { 

To the Trustees of State Normal Schools: 

GENTLEMEN :-I ham the honor tu submit my eighth 
annual report for the Farmington State Normal School. 

The attendance for the year has been as fullows : 
Fall term. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 88 
Winter term ......................•............•. 
Spring term ..............•....................... 
Total attendance .....................•........ 
Number of different pupils. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • _ ...... . 

,. pupils beginning the course ........••.... 

115 
120 
323 
186 

90 
" graduate8, regular course.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
" •' advanced course.................. 3 

I. The teachers for the year have been George C. Purington, 
A. M., principal; assistants, Dennis M. Cole, A. B., Hortense 
M. Merrill, Lillian I. Lincoln, Harriet P. Young, Ardelle M. 
Tozier ( fall and spriug terms) Mary E. Eaton ( winter tm·m), 
Ella J. Longfellow and Julia W. Swift, principal of the 
Primary Training School. 

Mr. Potter resigned during the summer vacation to take a 
course ot study in Clark University, and Miss Luques who 
had done five years' faithful work with us was obliged to 
resign to care for sick friends at home. Mr. Cole and Miss 
Longfellow were elected to fill the vacant places, and I am 
glad to say that their work has been very satisfactory. 

The work of the year has been very pleasant, and the rela
tions of teachers and pupils exceedingly harmonious. 

With the increased appropriation granted by the last legis
lature our work can be made much more efficient. 

I renew my recommendation that an additional Model 
School be eRtablished. It is much needed to relieve the 

present overworked Model School, and to give our normal 
pupils :rn increased amount of practical work. 
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It is with great regret that I am obliged to report that two 
of our teachers have decided to sever, for a time at least, their 
connection with the school. Miss Merrill, who has been here 
for six years and Miss Swift for four years, hwe decided to 
take an advanced course of study and hence present their 
resignations. Both of them possessing abilities of a high 
order, with a genuine love for their work and untiring zeal in 
doing it, have acquired an influence in the school that will be 
sadly missed when they are gone. 

I recommend the following named persons for graduatioo 
from the regular two years' course: 

Ada. M. Ackley, Gertrude F. Allen, Vira H. Barker, Cora 
J. Buker, Clara E. Doyen, Edgar S. Hawkes, Dora. T. Her
som, Florence E. Holley, Evaleth M. Hume, Inez A. Hunt, 
Lena B. Kinney, Effie E. Lord, Ella P. Merrill, Grace W. 
Morrison, Alda A. Noble, '-T. Laura North, Everett Peacock, 
Grace C. Perkins, Samuel C. Pinkham, Asa R. Russell, Alma 
L. Swift, Ollie A. Swift, Fannie J. Watson, Jennie A. 
,veathern, Edwin K. Welch, Katie B. White, Jennie P. 
Young, William H. Young. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

GEO. C. PURINGTON. 
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STATE NORMAL :SCHOOL, l 
CASTINE, MAINE, June 4, 1891. ~ 

To the Board of Trustees of State Normal Schools: 

GENTLEMEN :-In accordance with the requirements of law, 
I submit the following report of the Castine Stnte Normal 
School for the year ending June 4, 1891. 

ATTENDANCE. 

Number of pupils entering the school during the year, 64. 
Number graduating, 23. 

Attendance by terms : 

Fall term, 73; winter term, 76; spring term, 106; total, 
255. 

LIBRARY AND APPARATUS. 

The Century Dictionary, six volumes, has been purchased 
for the reference library, and Yaggy's Geographical Study 
has been added to the general apparatus. We have now in 
the general library, 773 volumes; text-book library, 500 vol
umes; reference library, 160 volumes; professional library, 
125 volumes. 

TEACHERS. 

The teachers for the year have been Albert F. Richardson, 
Mary E. Hughes, Edward E. Philbrook, Nellie F. Harvey, 
Winnie Austin, Mabel F. Simmons, training school. 

NEEDS, 

We need new blackboards in the school building, and an 
entire renovation of the basement. There is no suitable place 
for the geological specimens, and as many of them are valu
able, a proper case for them ought to he provided at once. 

THE YEAR'S WORK, 

The school has been fairly prosperous during the year. 
The utmoet harmony has prevailed among teachers and pupils. 
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The pupils have been studious, orderly and obedient to the 
necessary regulations of the school, and the principal has 
received the cordial support of all. 

The following is a li~t of the graduates of the year: 
Leslie D. Ames, Susie M. Bickford, Florence E. Brewster, 

Fred T. Brown, Mary A. Brown, Myra W. Clement, Sarah 
A. Crawford, Edgar E. Dowe, Myrtie E. Fisher, Loring 
Fitz, Zelma Foster, Florence L. Jackson, Lillian G. Knowles, 
Sophia G. Merriam, Jennie A. Meserve, Flora F. Milliken, 
Mabel Packard, Mary C. Payson, Ada L. Pearson, Lena 
Rumery, Clara W. Tapley, Marion P. Tapley, Kate M. 
Whitaker. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ALBERT F. RICHARDSON, 

Principal. 
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GORHAM, Maine, June 17, 1891. 

'To the Board of Trustees of Normal Schools: 

25 

MESSRS :-This school has been fairly prosperous during the 
·school year just ending. The year began with an attendance of 
ninety-nine, with an entering class of forty. The November 
quarter began with an attendance of one hundred fourteen, 
with an entering class of nineteen. The spring term began 
January twenty-seven with an attendance of one hundred and 
thirty-four, with an entering class of thirty, eighty .. nine enter

ing during the year and fifty-two graduating. The teacherA 
remained the same as last year except that Miss Barton 
resigned in April from the model school, and Miss Nellie 
Cloud man, a graduate oft he school, of large experience, and 
much promise, was selected to fill her place. 

It will be noticed that a class has been admitted at the recess 
in November, making practically three terms, though nom
inally but two. Several years since, while Mr. Stephen 
Hinkley was on the board, several young ladies wished to 
enter in November for the following reasons: They had to 
earn their own money; they could teach in spring and fall 
from April to November, then entering the school in Novem
ber could attend a full half year; if they could not enter till 
February they could only be in school one quarter and could 
not find employment from November to February. Mr. 
Hinkley was consulted and advised their admission. Thi:5 was 
done. The practice has since been continued. Many of our 
pupils are obliged to support themselves; this they do 
largely by teaching. For this purpose they leave the school 
at the April recess and teach two terms, returning in 
November. Unless a clas:5 is admitted in November, 
these pupils will be obliged to stay out till February 
and can find no employment from November till February. 
I deem it therefore essential that the arrangement continue. 

The increase in the number of students makes a division of 
classes necessary. The present graduating class should have 
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been tuught rn two divisions, but the lack of teaching force 
prevented. Each teacher has done as much ns could be done 
well. I bave taught five periods daily for tho la~t year and 
in the sixth period have had the supervision of the teaching 
by the pupils of the A class. This ought not so to be. The 
work in drawing, in composition and in reading is not well 
done, fur lack of time. The school needs and must have 

another teacher if the work is to be passably done . 
.More recitation room i::; an absolute and very pressing need. 

One teacher is now obliged to hear classes in the main room, 
which is not profitable, and sometimes two classes are obliged 
to recite in that room at the same time. I suggest that men.s
ures be taken to finish the needful rooms in the attic of the 
building Ht oncie. 

A proposition will come before the trustees in relation to 
change in the model school. I ask to be heard by the trustees 
on that subject. I recommend the re-election of the teachers 
now employed at the present 8alaries. 

In view of the publicity given to the fact that Mr. Esta
brook was to resign I have felt at liberty to investigate the 
standing and promise of the various parties who have sent 
their applications to me, or who have been named as possible 
candidates. I suggest that no election be made, but that some 
one be called for one year at the salary which Mr. Estabrook 
has received ( $1,000), with the understanding that a perma
nent employment and increase of salary be expected if the 
year's probationary work prove successful. 

I earnestly commend for the place, Mr. Chas. B. ·Wilson 
of South Pari~. Mr. Wilson graduated in 1881, exceptionally 
strong in chemistry and natural history ; was employe<l for 
three years as assistant to Prof. Elder at Colby University. 

In this place he was most succes::;ful and secured such manifest 
mastery of the subjects, incited so much enthusiasm in the sub
jects, that the trustees were looking to him as an assistant 
professor. when the funds of the college should warrant the 
election. He was the head of the "Agassiz Association" in 
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the State. Of his character as a man, a teacher, a Christian, 
the submitted papers will testify. His health failed and for 
several years he has been "invalided." He is now declared 
by his physician to be fully restored. From my own acquaint
ance with him and knowledge of his capauity, I urge his call 
to the place on trial. 

The teacher of music ought to receive more pay in this • 
school. The number of lessons (two a week) ha::, been 
obliged to be doubled and Mr. Hinkley for the last year has 

been giving double time to the school. But that is not enough. 
He says he ought to have six hours per week instead of four, 
as now. I am satisfied that the school needs that time. I 
suggest that the salary be fixed at four hundred dollars for 
the coming year. 

I suggest that the sum of four hundred d~>llars be fixed as 
the pay for the janitor service. The proper earn of this house 
and grounds cannot be obtained for less, and five hundred 
would be little enough did the appropriation warrant it. 

I urge that one hundred dollars be set apart as a sum for 
the purchase of new books for reference and the same sum 
for the purchase of apparatus. 

I suggest the re-election of the present teachers at the 
salaries now paid, except that .Miss Whitten should receive 
one hundred more for the next year; and I would recommend 
five hundred dollars as the salary of an additional teacher, 
and the election of Miss Margaret Sturdevant to the place. 

I have expended on the boarding one hundred and sixty 
dollars in plumbing, and sixty-six dollars in other repairs. 
I recommend that the open porches in front now needing re
pairs be removed. Such removal will seem odd to the resi
dents of Gorham accustomed to its present form, but it will 
make the front rooms of the house much brighter and 

pleasanter. 
If our normal schools are to do the work assigned them 

they need a more efficient equipment, and I know that this 
school cannot be justly efficient till it have all the means I 
have suggested. 
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The following named persons by vote of the inspectory 
committee of the trustees, received the diplomas of the school 
at the close of the first half year in January, 1891 : 

John W. Brackett, William Lindsay, Henrietta M. Libbey, 
~Tulia S. Rand, Minnie Tait, Cora A. Toothaker, Clara E. 
Walker, :\1. Maud Walker. 

The following named persons are recommended as entitled 
to the diplomas of the school: 

Grace A. Blake, Grace L. Brackett, Sadie F. Bragdon, 
Lizzie M. Colly, Cora B. Dorman, Ida M. Flood, Avis E. 
Glidden, Mae Goodwin, Maud E. Harlow, Lizzie Hayes, 
Fannie L. Higgins, Nellie D. Hill, Charles S. Holmes, Lizzie 
C. Hoxie, Bertha M. Judkins, Mildred B. Johnson, George 
W. Lancaster, Kate F. Libbey, Lillian E. Maxfield, Margaret 
F. Metcalf, Bessie C. Mitchell, Georgia C. Morton, Vina G. 
Newman, Mary P. Nutter, Lillian M. Parker, Gertrude A. 
Phelan, Carrie P. Plummer, Mabelle H. Roberts, Sadie F. 
Roberts, Hattie E. Robbins, Harriet Rolfe, Maud A. Russell, 
Alice D. Stackpole, Ida M. Smith, Mary E. Stinson, l\fary 
E. Tarbell, Ida M. Taylor, Mabel E. Tozier, Grace M. 
Trask, Maria A. True, Melvin M. Tukey, Harriet N. Tyler, 
Fannie E. Wells, Matie A. Woodbridge. 

Very respectfully, 

W. J. CORTHELL. 
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MADA w ASKA TRAINING SCHOOL, 2 
FoRT KENT, Me'! Nov. 1, 1892.} 

To the Trustees of the State Normal School.,;;: 

GENTLEMEN :-The following report of the Madawaska 
Training School for the year 1890-91 is respectfully submitted. 

The school commenced September 2, 1890, and continued 
sixteen weeks the first term, and after a vacation of two weeks 
--including the Christmas holidays-a second term of sixteen 
weeks was commenced which closed April 24. 

The attendance during the first term was fifty, thirty-nine 
young ladies and twenty-one young men. 

The attendance during the second term was fifty-nine, 
thirty-five ladies and twenty-four young gentlemen. 

This year has shown the largest attendance of boys of any 
year since the establishment of the school. 

Miss Mary Nowland who was granted leave of absence last 
year, was on duty this, doing her usual efficient work. Gen
eral good health prevailed among pupils and teachers; all 
endeavoring to make the most of theii· opportunities. The 
library has received a considerable addition of choice litera
ture. These additions are the results of entertainment.; by 
the school and mm,t necessarily be made slowly. The library 
is a source whence the pupils derive much benefit. 

It will be a great advantage to the school when the State 
shall furnish text-books free. Some apparatus with which to 
illustrate the principles of physics have become almost a 
necessity, and we hope a means of obtaining some may be 
opened to us. 

The;school is very well provided with charts. The Nor
mal Music Chart and three dozens of music books have been 
added, and music has formed one of the daily exercises of the 
school. 

The work on the new boarding house is progressing finely 
and being thoroughly done; but it cannot be completed for 
the coming winter as much remains to be done to make it ready 
for occupancy. It is a fine building, capable of lodging from 
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fifty to sixty pupils and we hope that the school will not long 
be deprived of the pleasant accommodations which it promises. 

Most respectfully yours, 
VETAL CYR. 

FISCAL. 

As our three normal schools were successively established, 
appropriations for their support were made at the rate of 
$7 ,500 per school, so that, with the establishment of the 
Gorham School by the legislature of l 878, the gross appro
priation was $22,500. The Legislature of 1879, acting under 
the promptings of a false conception of economy, reduced this 
amount to $18,000. This sum, in spite of all practicable reduc
tions in expenses and the exercise of the most rigid economy, 
proving insufficient to meet running expense:, without an 
annual deficit, the board of trustees asked the Legislature of 
1881 for an increase to $20,000. They granted that request 
to the extent of only half the increase asked, establiF<hing the 
appropriation at $19,000. For ten years the appropriation 
stood at these figures, notwithstanding that at every session 
of the Legislature an increase was urged, and that special 
appropiations for deficits in running expenses and for inci
dental repairs, had to be made during that period amounting 
to over to $10,000. 

At the close of the fiscal year 18QO, a deficit existed 
amounting to about $2,500. In view of this fact, and of the 
needs of the schools in the way of increases to libraries, 
apparatus and other appliances, as well as the constant need 
of expenditures for keeping buildings in thorough repair, the 
trustees determined to secure if possible, at the hands of the 
last Legislature, an act establishing the appropriation at 
$24,000, and securing that, to ask for no special appropria
tions for deficits or repairs. Fortunately the Legislature 
generously grunted the appropriation asked for, and the schools 
are now financially in the best coudition in their history. 
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Upon representation of the needs of Madawaska Training 
School, the legislature also made a special appropriation of 
$5,000 for the erection of a boarding house for that school. 
As early as practicable the work of building was begun; but 
it has been found impracticable to complete it in season for 
opening it to students for the current school year. A fine 
building convenient in arrangements, and sufficiently com
modious for the accommodation of forty to fifty students, has 

been completed save inside painting, within the appropriation. 
As showing concisely and specifically the available resources 

for the use of these school~ for the fowal year ending Decem

ber 1, 1891, and the manner of their expenditure, I submit 
the following 

FISCAL SUMMARY. 

RESOURCES, 

Regular annual appropriation, Normal Schools .. $24,000 00 

" '' Madawaska Tr'n'g 
School. . . . . . . . 1,300 00 

Special appropriation,building, Madawaska Tr'n'g 
School. . . . . . . . 5,000 00 

EXPENDITURES, 

For salaries, N onnal Schools .....•........... 
" Training School. ............... . 

lfor fuel .................................. . 
repaira, incidental ..................... . 
diplomas ....••.••.............•.....•• 
incidental expenses ..................... . 
building, Madawaska Training School .... , 

$30,300 00 

$22,062 13 
1,300 00 
1,095 96 

642 20 
9~ 50 

100 21 
5,000 00 

$30,300 00 
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EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS. 

Educational associatiorn~, or teachers' conventions, are im
portant agencies for promoting the efficiency of the schools. 
While indirectly connected with the school system, they never
theless very uirectly and potently affect the work of the
schools. Hence no report of our public schools would be 
complete which failed to take cognizance of the8e conventions 
and their work. 

I. STA'fE PEDAGOGICAL SOCIETY. 

This society exists under charter granted by the Legisla
ture. Its membership is strictly professional. Only actual 
teachers and superintendents who have had definitely pre
scribed training: for and in their work-who are graduates 
from institutions having regular courses of study, and who 
have had a definite amount of actual and successful experience 
-are eligible to memberohip. It has already done during 
the past eleven years of its existence a very valuable work 
for the State not only by arousing and directing public interest 
in educational matters, but more especially by inspiring 
among our teachers a stronger professional spirit and pride, 
and by making them more intelligent regarding the ends, 
principles and methods of educational work. And what it 
has done is only a promise for the future. 

The annual meeting 0f this society opens at Portland, 
Thursday evening, December 31, 1891, with the following 

PROGRAMME. 

THURSDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 31, AT 8 O'CLOCK. 

ADDRESS OF WELCOME, Hon. J. W. SYMONDS. 
READING, Miss LomsE :M.~ CALLAHAN, Lewiston. 
LECTURE. Our Public School System: How to improve it~ 

A. W. EosoN, Agent Mass. State Board of Education, 
Worcester, Mass •. 
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FRIDAY MORNING, JANUARY 1, AT 9 O'CLOCK. 

1. Need of an Ungraded School in Cities. 

H. J. TATTERSoN, Prin. Grammar School, Biddeford. 

DiscussrnN. Members of the Society. 

2. What is the Matter with the Teachers of English Grammar 

in Maine? 

Dr. G. W. Wooo, Prin. Academy, East Corinth. 

DrscussrnN. Prof. H. M. EsTABROOKE, Orono. 
Prof. F. C. ROBINSON, Brunswick. 

3. English : How Much, and How? 

D. E. OwEN, Thornton Academy, Saco. 

DiscussION, G. A. DICKEY, Prin. Berwick Academy, 

South Berwick. 

4. The School Savingo;, Bank. 

J. W. MITCHELL, Prir1. Grammar School, Rocklaod. 

D1scuss10N. W. T. GooDALE, 1\1. D., Saco. 
5. Shall We Attend the Saratoga Meeting? 

By the Director representing l\laine. 

AFTERNOON, AT 2 O'CLOCK, 

PRIMARY DIVISION. 

A Talk to Primary Teachers. 
Miss Lucy WHEELOCK, Chauncy-Hall School, Boston. 

SECONDARY DIVISION. 
6. Analysis and Synthesis in Teaching. 

G. F. ROBINSON, Chairman School Committee, Kennebunk. 

DiscussrnN. Members of the Society. 
7. Shall the Teachers of Maioe Encourage the Study of the 

Science of Agriculture? 
I. 0. WINSLOW, St. Albans. 

DISCUSSION, B. W. McKEEN, West Fryeburg. 

8. Teachers' Tenure of Office. 
W. W. STETSON, Supt. Schools, Auburn. 

D1scussION, Hon. J. 0. BRADBURY, Saco. 
9. Needs of the Rural Schools. 

A. F. RICHARDSON, Prin. State Normal School, Castine, 

DISCUSSION. H. M. MooRE, Prin. High School, Yarmouth. 

L. BARTON, Prin. Bridgton Academy, N. Bridgton. 

3 
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EVENING, AT 8 O'CLOCK, 

10. Pb_ysical Training. 
F. N. WHITTIER, M. D., Director of the Sargent 

Gymnasipm, Brunswick. 

DiscussION. 1\1. H. SMALL, Prin. High School, Nor way. 

l\iiss .fENNIE M. CoLBY, State Normal S'Jhool, Gorham. 

Following the address and discussion, the different systems of 

gymnastics will be illustrated by class exercises with twelve young 

ladies fro01 the Brunswick s0hools. 

SATURDAY MORNING, JANUARY 2, AT 9 O'CLOCK. 

11. Methods in Arithmetic. G. I. ALDRICH, Supt. Schools, 

Quincy, Mass. 

12. What Educational Exhibit shall Maine make in the Colum-
bian Exposition? N. A. LucE, State Supt. of Schools. 

DISCUSSION. Pres. M. C. FERNALD, Orono. 

J. R DUNTON, Prin. Grammar School, Lewiston. 
13. Patriotism. H. K. WHITE, Prin. Lincoln Academy, 

DISCUSSION. 

14. BUSINESS. 

Newcastle. 
F. W. C. WIGGIN, Prin. Somerset Academy, 

Athens. 

Arrangements have been made to secure, for publication in 
the appendix to this report, a very full and complete report 
of the proceedings of this, which promises to be the most 
notable meeting in the history of the rnciety. 

II. COUNTY EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIO~S. 

These organizations have been formed under, and for the 
purpose of carrying out the provisions of the following act to 
provide for the holding of county teachers' conventions. 

SECT. L Whenever not less than thirty of the teachers and 
school officers of any eounty shall have formed an assoeiation under 

rules of government approved by the state superintendent of com
mon schools for the purpose of mutual improvement in the science 
and art of teaching, and of creating popular interest in, and diffus
ing a knowledge of the best methods of improving our public school 
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system,by the holding of conventions at least once every year under the 
supervision of the state superintendent, tbe state shall defray the 
necessary expenses attending the holding of such conventions, for 

which purpose the sum of six hundred dollars is hereby annually 

appropriated, to he deducted anrl set aside therefor hy the treasurer 

-0f state from the annual school fund of the state ;provided,however,that 
no more than two such associations shall be formed in any county, 

and that the expenses as aforesaid of no more than two conventions 

of any such association in any year shall be :iefrayed by the state. 
SECT. 2. Teachers of public schools are hereby authorized to 

suspend their schools for not more than two days in any year dur
ing the sessio:_s of such conventionQ, within th~ir counties, unless 

otherwise directed in writing by the school officers, and attend said 
,conventions withou~ forfeiture of p:ty for the time of such attendance, 

provided they shall present to the oflL~t3rs employing them, certificates 

s,gned by the secrdaries of such conventions, and countersigned by 

the state superintendent of com non scho'.)l~, showing such attend
ance. 

There :Te seventeen of these org:rnizations which have held 

meetings during the year. Twenty-two meetings have been 

held nil but one continuing for two days. More than 2000 

·Of our teachers, mostly of the common schools. have attended 

these meetings. 
The programme of work in most of them has been made up 

from the following 

General Programme and Syllabus of Subjects 

FOR MEETINGS OF 

COUNTY EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS. 

I. OPENING QUERIES :-(1) What objects shalt Wd set:'k to 

attain through class recitations? (2) When and how can w·· hest 

assist pupils in the preparation of lessons? (3) Shall pnpd:i be 

allowed to assist one another, and to what extent? ( 4) What 
,difficulties have been met in the distribution and care of frre text

books? 
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II. Tl<~ACHING EXERCISES IN READING, ARITHMETIC, LANGUAGE 

AND GEOGRAPHY :-( 1) Classes chosen from members, or from 

pupils in town; (2) Brief statement. oral or written, of purposes 

of the exercise; (3) Exercise given ; ( 4) General discussion and 

criticisms of the exercise. 
III. TEA.CHING PATRIOTISM:-(1) Importance of; (2) Means 

to be employed-(a) The flag over the school-house and what it 

means; (b) Important events in history; (c) Character and deeds. 

of great men; ( d) Special rights and privileges which we enjoy. 

IV. NEW SUBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION :-(1) Elements of sciences 

applying to agriculture; (2) Kindness to birds and animals; (a} 

Place for each in school programme; ( b) Methods and means for 

teaching. 
V. TOPICS FOR EssAYs :- (1) Mistakes in teaching; ( 2) The 

teacher's health-danger to and preservation of; (3) S:)me forms 

of dishonesty in school work; ( 4) The practical value of courtesy. 

NOTE-This syllabns is not intended to be exhaustive nor of necei-sity 
to be closely foll0wed by those presenting the snbjects outlined. It is 
suggestive rather of thP- amount and kind of work to be covered by the 
formal papers presellted, and the free discussions to which papers and 
qneries are intended to lead. 

It is in the nature of repetition of what has been said every 
year since the organization of these associations. to assert that 
the meeti11gs of the past year have excelled those of any pre
ceding year, not only in the number of teachers attend
ing, but in the interest and value of the work done. Yet 
such assertion is true and has been true whenever before 
made. Every year ha:5 seen a marked growth in the 
value of these meetings, and every year our schoob have 
felt in larger measure the effects of the interest aroused, 
the inspiration imparted, and the instruction given to the 
teachers who have attended. They have done and are 
doing a work whose value is becoming more and more appre

ciated by teachers, by school authorities, and by intelligent 
citizens. 
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COUNTRY SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

The country school-house ought to be the center of interest 

and pride to the community about it. But as it exists to-day, 

greatly improved as it is compared with its condition twenty 

years ago, it is hardly such save in exceptional case:5. 

Leaving out of consideration fifteen of our cities, the average 

value of the school-houses in the State including sites, both 

rural and village, is less than $520. ln the three counties of 
.Franklin, Lincoln and Oxford, in each of which are no cities 

but several thriving villages m~intaining graded systems of 
schools, the average values are $3-10, $450 and $356 respec

ti\'ely. The avera~ value of the average country school

house in the ~tate is probably ,lhout $450, and in this class 
and those below it in the scale of value, are probably two

thirdi; of all in the State. The local pride in the school-house 
in a majority of our rural communities cannot be overweening. 

But we are improving somewhat upon the condition just 

shown. Is the degree of improvement what it ought to be, 

in order that the country school-hou~e shall he an object of 
pride? We last year built 58 new school-houses, eleven of 
which were evidently in villages having graded schools. 
Forty-seven of them therefore may be aRsumed to be country 

school-houses, and the average cost of these was $7 42. Are 
these such edifices with such surroundings that the ~wer:lge 
memher of our rural communities can "point with pride" to 

them? 
·what should the country school-house be in its location, in 

its surrounding~, in its outward aspect, in its interiol' plan am] 

furnishing, and in its hygienic nrrangemc!nts in order to meet 

required conditions of fitness for the uses to which it is to he 
put, and to be an attractive feature in a fair country land

scape? It must be both so fit and attractive to be u source 

of reasouable pride. 
1. As to location and su1-roundings-Fout· conditions 

.should be considered in determining this, viz: accessibility, 
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healthfulness, spaciousness and attractiveness. The site 
selected should be as near the center of travel-not neces

sarily the geographical center-of the section to be convened 
as is compatible with the other condition8 named. It should 
be dry or capable of ready drainage, and open to the sunlight 
and air hut not exposed to blaze or blast; neither a low, 

swampy nor bleak elevated site should under any condition8 

be selected. It shou Id be sufficiently spacious to allow the 

house to sit well back from the ro,ul way, to give in front a 
yard which can be made attractive by grading and by the 
planting of trees and shrubbery, and to nfford piny-grounds 

and in the rear properly arranged out-buildings for storage 

of fuel and for decent observance of the decencies of life. 

And finally it should be such as can '>e made easily and 
readily attractive to the eye, if it do not naturally possess 

such attractiveness. Such location may and doubtless will 
cost more than a large majority of those now occupied; but 

such increased cost will pay in the health and happiness of 
the children during their school life, an<l will be better than 
as much or more paid for serviceR of the truant officer. 

2. As to the building-Buildings are usually constructed 

with direct reference to the uses to which they are to be put. 
Too many of our country school-houses, however, are built 
after such general plan, that with :;light changes in interior 

arrangement::;, they would as readily serve as blacksmith's 

or earpenter's f:.hops or stables. In planning a building with 
reference to its use as a school-house 1 hree things are to be 

considered, viz: size, interior arrangement and exterior effect. 

The size of the building will be governed primarily by the 

number of pupils to be accommodated, and secondarily by 
• interior arrangement and style of architecture. It should 

contain at least the main school-room and two dressing rooms 
and in addition when practicable a small apartment for stor

age of books and appliances. For a school of forty to fifty 
pupils the floor dimensions of the main room ought to be at 
least 30 x 32 feet and those of the dressing rooms each 10 x 12 
feet with a height in the clear of at leust 12 feet. If the floor 
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dimensions of the roomR he smaller than these, the height of 
the main school-room, at least, must be so increased as to 

preserve the cubic capacity practically unchanged. These 

conditions call for a building, if of Himplest architecture with

out projections, whose exterior dimensions would be 31 x 45 
feet and 15 or 16 feet posted. 

The most improved iuterior arrangement of the building 
above outlined, would put the teacher's platform and desk at 

one end of the sd10ol-roorn facing the two entrances from the 

dressing room8, or the single entrance from a hallway between 

these and leading directly to the single outer entrnnce to the 

buildiugs. The desk:-:; of the pupils would of coune face the 

teacher's platform. They should be so arranged as to give a 
broad aisle down the midd]e of the room and aisles along the 

two sideR. ThPre should be floor space in the rear of them 
at least a::, wide as the central aisle and at lea:St twelve feet of 
unoccupied 8pace in front of them. The teacher's platform 

should be eight or ten inches high and at lea:St six feet wide 
and ten feet long. One eight feet wide and extending entirely 

across the end of the room would be in some respects prefer

able. As this building is supposed to stand end to the street, 
and the school-room to be ju the rear, of course the rear wall 
would be unbroken by windows and would be occupied by 
blackboard surface, as should also all other available space on 
the sides of the room. The position of the stove or stoves 
and of the chimney should be made to conform to the::;e 

arrangements. 
The exterior effect should be made as pleasing as possible. 

For this purpose the severely plain architecture of the build

ing here outlined might be relieved by such ornamentation 

of gables as the use of shingles instead of clapboards would 

allow, by somewhat ornate finishing around windows and 

entrance, &c., and by tasteful painting in colors less glaring 
than the clear white ordinarily used. 

For a building less simple in architecture than this,

more ornate and pretentious in outward appeHrance,-the ser-
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vices of a good school-house architect are essential. Indeed, 
his services are very much to be desired in case of any build

ing which is to cost $1,500 or more, and it wiil be found a 
measure of economy to secure such services in making working 
plans and specifications in any such case. And few school

houses ought to he built at less cost than $1,500. We are 
not attaching importance enough to the educational force and 
influence of school buildings beautiful in exterior and border
ing on even the elegant in interior. There is in such buildings 
a constantly acting, silent but potent force educating the 
children who play about them und spend their days in them, 
to that finc::1ess of spirit whose final outgrowth is pure and 
refined feeling and living-a something worth more than 
much knowledge of things learned from text-books. 

3. As to hygienic arrangements and farnishing8-0n 
this very important topic relating to this subject I am glad 
to present the carefully matured views of Dr. J. 0. Webster 
of Augusta, member of the State Board of Health. He has 
given the topic very careful study nnd at my request has 
specially prepared the following very practical pnper on 

OUR COUNTRY S<;HOOL-HOUSES, 'l'HEIR DEFECTS A~D 

HOW TO IUGMP~DY 'l'HEM. 

This article is devoted solely to the consideration of our 
common, one-room country school-houses, their defects and 
practical methods of removing or avoiding them. That 

serious defects generally exist is well recognized; hut just 

what they are and how to get rid of them are questions upon 

which information is greatly needed. 
Lighting-Faulty lighting is almost universal in country 

school-houses. The windows are usually too small and are 
arrnnged upon three sides of the room at least, sometimes on 
four. In building anew, windows should he placed only at the 
left of and behind the pupils, their tops should he near the 
ceiling and the window sills about four feet from the floor, 
and their: united area should equal one-fifth of the floor space. 
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In an old building, any windows which the scholars sit facing 
should be removed at once or kept constantly covered with 
heavy shades, and those at the right should have shades rolling 
from the bottom, to shut off the cross lights from the desks. 

Connected with lighting is the position of blackboards, which 
should he only on the walls that have no windows, so that the 
light from the opposite windows will fall directly upon them 
and not into the faces of the pupils using them. 

Furniture-Everybody knows that the old-fashioned plank 
furniture is still used in m(_)st of our country schools. It is 
faulty in every respect,-the seats and desks are not propor
tioned to each other or to the heights of the pupils, the seats 

are not adapted to the form of the body, the desk is rn far 
removed from the seat that the pupil must bend forward or 
take some distorted position in studying, and especially rn 

writing Ol' cyphering. 
In an ungraded school there should be four or five sizes of 

furniture; it should be set so that the edge of the desk will 
over-lap the edge of the seat an inch and a half, and pupils 
should he placed in the sea.ts adapted to them, viz: the edge 
of the seat at the height of the bend of the knee of the pupil 
standing, and the edge of the desk at the height of the bend 
of his elbow sitting. 

Heating and Ventilation-The most serious defect in our 
country school-houses is the entire want of any propel' ven
tilation, often combined with over-heating. 

In warm weather, pure air can be secured hy freely opening 
windows and doors; but during most of the ~chool year, when 
fires are needed, these means are no longel' available. Some 
other method is needed for supplying air, and the air 80 sup
plied must be warmed; so it has been found necessary, in our 
climate that the heating and ventilating apparatus be combined. 

To keep the air of a school-room 1·casonahly pure, it is 

necessary to introduce 25 or 30 cubic feet of fresh air per 
minute for each pupil. The air must be warmed before it 
passes into the room. The warmed air goes at once to the 
top of the room, as it becomes cooled by the walla and win-
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<lows it falls, more warmed air taking its pince. As this 

process goes on, the cooled air that has been longest in the 
room is near the floor, and provision must be made for remov
ing it from the room at that place; since if the outlet was at 

the top of the room, the fresh warm air would he removed, 

so that the room would neither be warm nor ventilated. 

In building a new school-house, it is very easy to provide 
for proper heating and ventilation. An air-box should be 

constructed under the floor, its outer end opening through 

the underpinning on the north or west side of the building, 
an<l its inner end under the place for the stove, with an open

ing through the floor equal in size to the box. The stove 
should he set over this opening, and should be surrounded 

with a casing so that the air will be warmed in passing up 

het ween the easing and the body of the stove. These ''jacke
ted stoves,'' as they are called, are in the market, both for 
burning coal and wood; or a cylinder stove, with a door in 
front, can be cased ,vith galvanized sheet iron. The casing 
must extend to or above the top of the stove. The air-box 
must have an area of a square foot for every twelve pupils; 
it should be 18 x 20 inches inside for a school of thirty. The 

casing must be set far enough from the stove to leave an 

equal space for the free passage of air. 
The chimney flue itself should be wied entirely for venti

lation. It shonld start from or below the floor, should be a. 

little longer than the air-box and should have a ventilating 

register, one-third larger than the flue, set in its front next to 

the floor. An 8-inch cast-iron or heavy plate-iron pipe should be 

placed in:--ide the flue from seven or eight feet above the floor, at 

the opening for the stove pipe, and extend above the top of the 

chimney. It is best that the chimney should be capped, with 

openings equal in area to the flue for the exit of the air, the 

pipe extending through the cap. The pipe, h1•atcd by the 
smoke from the stove will keep the flue warm and make a 

strong draught which will secure efficient ventilation. A flue 

that is not heated is worth less as a ventilator. 
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It would be well to have a valve or slide in the air-box and 

valves in the ventilating register, to he closed during the 

night in cold weather; hut great care must be taken that they 

are never closed during school hour.:-. 

In an old school-house, the same arrnngements should he 

introduced ;-they are not expensive, and satisfactory ventila

tion cannot be secured by any less thorough means. The 

stove: at least, should be arranged just as described. As a 
matter of economy, the ventilating shaft might be made of 
wood, protected on the in~ide hy tin. The stove-pipe can 

enter this shaft in the school-room, run up inside of it to near 

the roof, than pa-s out in the attic and enter the chimney. 

The flue can be made of galvanized iron instead of brick, hut the 

cost will be about the same, except that it can start from the 

floor of the school-roc,)rn and will not need a foundatiun. The 

temperature of the school-room sbou Id he earefu l ly regulated 

and kept at 6~ degree:::;. For this purpose, every school-room 

should he supplied with a good thermometer. 

In a school-house not provided with proper means for ven

tilation, the teacher should do what he can by means of the 

windows, by opening them freely at recess and intermission, 

and by means of win<low hoards at other times. The com
mon window board, set in the bottom of the frame with the 
lower sash rai8ed, does some good ; hut a much better arrange
ment is to set a board obliquely, one edge six inehes below 
the top of the winJow and clo:::;e to the sash, the other six 
inches higher and extending into the room. The board should 

be about a foot wide. By lowering the upper sash, the cold 

air entering will pass towards the top of the room and be 

mixed with the warm air instead of falling directly to the 

lower part of the room, on the pupils' heads, ns it would do 

without the boards. Cold air should not be admitted to the 

bottom of the room, as it would spread out over the floor an<l 

be very slowly mixed with the warm air. 

This is not given as a suitahle method of ventilation, but 
only as a make-shift, to be used when nothiug bPtter is avail

able. The proper method of heating and ventilating given 
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above is so simple and inexpensive, that there is little excuse 

for allowing our country school-houses to remain longer 

unventilated. 

EXHIBIT OF MAINE SCHOOLS 

AT THE COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION, 

The educational interests of Maine ought to be, and will 

be expected to be, represented at the Columbian Exposition. 

No fair, nor just, nor creditable exhibit of all our various State 

interests can be made, which shall ignore the work of those 

agencies that have made our State noted as the mother of 

sturdy, strong, energetic, self-reliant, intelligent men and 

women. And none of the tens of thousands of her sons and 

daughters, will gather at Chicago during the continuance of 

the exposition, coming up thither from every section of this 

broad land, who will not feel their cheeks reddenir1g with 

shame if, while they find the schools of other states holding 

their deserved and honored place in that exposition, they 

shall find those of Maine conspicuous by their absence. 

Our legislature nt its last session appropriated $40,000 

for defraying the expentles of the making of such an 
exhibit of our resource:,, products, institutions, and attrac

tions, as shall be worthy of us as a State. It is to be hoped 

that the State Board of Management, into whose hands has 

been given the ordering of this exhibit, will set apart a gen

erous sum to be used for defraying the necessary expenses of 

making a fit exhibit of the work of our schools, both public 

and private, of every grade; and that they will early desig

nate and empower some competent person to take special 

charge of it in its inception, its preparation and its arrnnge

ment i11 place. This must be done if such exhibit is to be 

made. Our various industrial nnd other private interests 

may be exl?ected to defray the expenses of their exhibits, for 

they will find their profit in the making of those exhibits; but 

with our educational interests it is necessarily otherwise. 
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Here the State must furnish the necessary means for defray
ing the greater part of the expense of preparing and trans
porting the material making up the exhibit, and of seeing that 

it is properly in place. 
While under the conditions fixed in the several resolves of 

the legislature pertaining to thi~ matter, this department ha& 
neither pr.nver nor authority to move in the premises, it yet 
stands ready to render all possible help to those who shall be 
granted such power and nuthority. And the same is the posi
tion of our local public school authorities, and of those having 
control of our private seminaries and colleges. · The educators 
of the State, from lowest to highest, stand ready and eager to 
put their hands to the work, whenever it shall be determined 
what work is wanted. Their part will be done with hearty 
alacrity. They will gladly and freely give to its performance 
their time, and best thought, and intelligence and endeavor. 
They on1y ask to know what is wanted at their hands. 

While I hold some very positive opinions as to the pur
poses to be kept in view in the ordering of such exhibit, and 
the consequent scope of it, and the form which it bhould take, 
it might be deemed somewhat presumptuous, under existing 
conditions, to give formal public expression to those opinions 
by making them part of this report. They are at the service 
of the State Board of managers if desired, and of whomsoever 
shall be designated by that board to take charge of this part 
of the general State exhibit. 
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AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS. 

In response to the desires of the agriculturists of the State 
as formulated and expressed through the State Grange, the 
Legislature of la:-;t winter put the teaching of the elements of 
the natural sciences. especially as applied to agriculture, upon 
the same footing in our public schools as that held by the 
other suhjects _of instruction to which the law gives legal 
status in those schools. 

This action of the Leg·islature I heartily approve. It seems 
to me to have been in a degree warranted by the claims made by 
the agriculturists, that the schools were educating away from the 
farm toward the trades and professions, and that this tendency 
should be mPt and counteracted by giving farm life and work 
somewhat direct and positive recognition in their curricula. 
But especially was it warranted by the fact, that instruction 
in the. natural sciences is needed to round out and make 
symmetrical that mental development and training which is 
the primary and important end of all instruction, and that the 
legally recognized course of study of our common schools, 
wns seriously defective in not including these sciences. 

But this action of the Legislature does not actually put 
instruction in these subjects into the schools. It gives to 
those de8iring it, or for whom it is desired, the right to it; 

and it puts about that right the same sanctions, and accom
panies it with the same privileges, as pertain to instruction in 

other legally recognized subjects, as book-keeping for instance. 
To put it actual1y into the schools requires the co-operative 
action of local public opinion and local authority. Moreover, 
there are difficulties in the way of its introduction which are 
to be met and overcome. The Rchools are already overcrowed 
with a diversity of subjects, all of them having real claims to 
attention. Then, too, many of our teachers are not qualified 

to give this instruction, and such teachers will continue in the 
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schools, and especially in th8 rural schools in which it may 

specially claim place, so long as the school district system 
compels for those schools the employment of cheap and poorly 
qualified teachers. And again the subject matter of instruction 

must be properly selected, formulated and made accessible to 

pupils for study in the form of a text-book. 

Of these difficulties the last named has already been met 

and overcome. Mr. I. 0. Winslow of St. Albnns, himself 

an ex-teacher of lnrge experience, and now a succes~.ful agri
culturist, and so possessing the necessary literary, scientific 

and profes:-:ional qualifications for the task, hns prepared, and 
the American Book Company has published such text-book, 
under the title of Winslow's Principles of Agriculture. I 
earnestly call the attention of our school authorities to this 

book. 

In order that our teachers may be prepared to take up this 

new subject of instruction efficiently, it has been brought to 
their attention, and they have been urged to begin the work 
of preparation, in most of the county conventions held during 

the year. With the text-book accessible which will doubtless 

he found in the schools in which such instruction will be 

required, an earnest purpose to become qualified will not be 
difficult of attainment. As a further incentive to such prepa

ration, this subject will hereafter be included in the list of 
those in which teachers will Le annually examined, and for 

examination in which State examination questions will be 
prepared and sent out to the local authorities. 

A pluce for this tnstruction can be found in most of the 

common schools in which it will be found desirable to intro

duce it, by substituting it in place of those other extra-legal 
studies which have place in them by consent or directi::m of 
local school boards. Most of the pupils qualified to take up 

this su hject profitably in the form of text-book study, will he 

found pursuing other studies-as algebra f.>r instance-far 

less valuable than this practically considered, and no more 
valuable, at least, as means of mental growth and discipline. 

It will not be difficult for teachers and school boards acting 
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together in this matter, to find place for such instructiont 

even in schools the most crowded with classes, by a wise 

weeding out process. For our rural free high schools this 

should be made one of the regular subjects of instruction to 

be taken up by all pupils at the proper time and place in the 

course of study. 

To make this instrnction of the highest practical and edu

cative value, it should not be made mere text-hook cramming. 

The text-book should be made largely the guide and incentive 

to investigation of the real things and forces which form its sub

ject matter. Every fact and principle of the sciences which 

combine to make up that subject matter, shoulcf be in some 

way studied und t:1.ught objectively. The pnpil 8hould be led 

to investigate for himself, and to seek proof of every such 

fact and principle in nature as it lie:5 about him. So will he 

form the habit of observation-of searching for the cause of 

every effect which is brought to his attcntion-:t habit of more 

real practical value than all the knowledge to be gained, and 

in the forming of which his mental powers will attain to 

larger growth, and he trained to readier and more efficient 

use. 

COKCLUSION. 

By requirement of l.t w this report is to go directly into the 

hands of the school committees and supervisors. It is one 

of the appointed means by and through which the State 

Superintendent is required to communic_ate to these officers 

the results of his investigations into the condition of the 

schools, and his recommendations for their improvement. It 
may, therefore, fitly conclude with succinct formal statements 

of what, in his opinion. may and should be done by the school 

officers of every town in the State to bring our public schools 

to higher efficiency. Such formal statements or recommenda

tions will necessarily, many of them, remain the same from 

year tu year, and must year by year be repeated. There 

would, therefore, seem to be no apology needed if there be 
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found, borrowed from former reports and restated here, cer
tain things familiar because oft repeated, among the following 

RECOMMEND A 1.'IONS. 

1. That school committees and supervisors having charge 
of schools in rural communities especially, earnestly endeavor 
to introduce into those schools efficient instruction in the ele
ments of the natural sciences espe~ially applicable to agri
culture; and that to this end they carefully examine, with 
reference to use in such instruction, Winslow's Elements ot 
Agriculture. 

2. That they hold themselves in reudmess o aid, when 
called upon by the proper authorities, in the making of such 
an exhibit, at the approaching Columbian Exposition, of our 
educational means and methods as shall fairly show the con
dition and efficiency of our public schools. 

3. That school committees and supervisors exercise special 
care in the matter of free text-books, to the end that teachers 
be held to systematic accountability for the distribution, care 
and return of books ; and that pupils or their parents be 
strictly he]d responsible for injury or loss of same. 

4. That they see that the provisions of law requiring 
tempernnce instmction in the schools are more generally and 
efficiently carried out. 

5. That they use special efforts to secure the rah~iug of 
flags upon all our school-houses, and the teaching of patriotism 
in all our schools. 

6. That they put forth special efforts to increase attend.
ance, and that to this end they actively co-operate with the 
truant officers in securing a strict enforcement of the pro
visions of law relating to compulsory school attendance. To 
this end, I suggest that, in towns .choosing more than one 
truant officer, the schools be so divided into sections as to give 
to each of such truant officers charge of the execution of the 
law in one of these .eections; that when the school~ census iis 

4 
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completed, list-. of all chil<lren between the nges of eight and 

sixteen in each of such sections, he put into the hands of the 

proper truant officer; that every teacher be furnished, together 

with her register, with a similar list of such children resident 

in the district in wh.ch she is to teach, and he required within 

three day:-; after the beginning of her school to furnish to the 

truant officer unde!' whose charge her school is, a list of all 
such children not attending her school; that on receipt of 

1'-Uch list from any teacher, the truant officer be required to 
ascertain the reasons for the non-attendance of such chil

dren. and report promptly to the school committee; that if 
such reasons al'e not such as the law recognizes as valid, they 

shall direct the trnant officer to notify the parents or guardian 

of all such children to send them lt) school with notice of the 

penalty to be incurred hy failure so to do; that at the end of 

c,tcb tet·m in any district the teacher thereof shall return to 

the sd1 101 committee, with her register, a list of such children 

as ha\'e not attended school during such term for eight con

sceuti vc weeks ; and that, if the tcrmd in sueh di~trict are so 

utTunge<l, that within the remuinder of the school year, such 

children cannot attend school for the period required hy law, 

the trnant officer he directed tu prosecute for non-attendauce 

a .... provi<le<l by law. 

7. That they scrupulously guard the schools under their 

charge ugain~t the admission of unfit teachers; that to this 

end they <l<1 man<l from all teacher~ not personally known to 

them, satisfactqry evidence of moral character; that they 

exami nc strictly and impartially into their scholas.tic un<l 

other <1ualitications for their work; and that they use their 

i 11flt1P11cc to sceure tb,~ retention of satisfactory teacher::;, in 

the ~arne :;ehool::i for a series of terms. 

K. That in towns in which the district system has been 

abolished, they take necessary steps toward the introdl:ction 

of coursei of study in the ungraded schools, from which 

pupils nuy gl'aduate in like nunner us from gl'aded schools. 
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9. That they earnestly use their influence in favor of the 

abolition of the district system, and for the estal,li:,hing of 

free high schools. 

10. That they urge upon teacher.:; the importance of attend

ing educational meetings, and that they themselves, when 

prncticable, utten<l and take part in such meetings. 

11. That they strongly advise all young teachers who 

show natural aptitude for the work, to enter upon a course of 

profosi:;ional training at one of our Normal Schools. 

12. That, iu short, they seek to elevate the public ochools 

of their town::, by vigilant, earnest, per:;ist,,•nt and aggre,:;:;ive 

action, as leaders in all educational reform::;, 

\ 
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Ashl,rnd ............ . 
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Blaine ............. . 
Bridgewater •.....••. 
Bancroft • • • • • . . . .•. 
Caribou .... . 
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Mars Hill .......... . 
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Cary .•.............. 
Castle Hill ....... .. 
Caswell..... . .....•. 
Chapman .......... . 
Connor ....•......... 
Crystal ............ , . 
Cyr ...............• 
li:agle Lake ......... . 
Garfield ........... . 
Glenwood .•.....•.... 
Hamlin ............ . 
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Paris •......•• 
Peru .....•.... 
Porter ..•.•.... 
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65) 57 88 711 .54 96 8 2 51 11 l 79 7 - 7 7 
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TOWNS. 
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Hanover •....• , .•.. 
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Mason ......... ·••• 
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Newry ...... . 
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Roxbury .. . • • . . . .. 3 25 00 2 85 I 45
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10 00 200 601 .1 51 33R\ ~'i 29 464 45!.i 
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1 

41 - 2 28 196 164 lf.,O 510 510 
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PENOBSCOT COUNTY. 
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Bradley .. . • • . 2981 167 
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Carmel........ 3:Hj 2'l5 
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Clifton . • . . . . 98 95 
Corinna....... 310 240 

4\l 
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APPENDIX, 65 

COMPARATIVE STATEMEN1LI. 

Items. 1891. 

Whole number of scholars between four 
and twenty-one.... . • • • . . . . • • • . . . . 210,997 

Number registered in spring and sum-
mer terms. . . • • . . • . . • • • . • • . . . • . . . . 116,048

1

1 

Average attendance in spring and sum-
mer terms. .. . .. . • . . • • . . • • .• •• .. •• 99,198, 

Number registered in fall and winter I 

terms. .. . . .. • .. • • . . .. .. . • . . . . . • • • 129,484 
Average attendance in fall and winter 

terms •..••••••..• , . . • • . . • • . . . • . . . . 106,9271 
Per cent of av. attendance to whole No . 5'.J 
Whole number different scholars regis- I 

tered during year.................. 141,433 

1890. 

211,547 

116, 143 

96,873 

122,153 

99,791 
.47 

139,679 
Average length of sum mer schools in I 

weeks and days.... . • • • . .. • . . . . . .. . 9 w. 1 di 9 w. 2 d 
Average length of winter schools in 

weeks and days .................... 10 w. 3 d 113 w. 
Average length of schools for the year, 19 w. 4 d122 w. 2 d 
Number of school districts in State.... 3, 1941 3,369 

parts of 258 253 
school houses 4,2091 4,354 

reported in good condition in 
State..... . . . .. .. .. .. . .. . 3,219 3,224 

school houses built during year 581 62 
Cost of same ............... "" .... $109,7281

1 

$176,252 
Estimated value of school property in I 

State ..... ,........ .. .. ... • . . . . . .. 3,670,3851 3,455,965 
Number of male teachers employed in I 

summer................... .. . . ... 311' 
Number ot male teachers employed in 

winter ..•..•••.•••.•••.•.• 
Number of female teachers employed in 

summer .............•...•... ,, .••• 
Number of female teachers employed in 

winter ........................... . 
Number of teachers graduates of normal 

schools ..... , •......••.... _ .....•. 
Average wages of male teachers per 

month, excluding board ....•••.••• 
Average wage6 of female teachers per 

week, excluding boa.rd •....... , .... 
Average cost of board per week .••.••• 
Amount of school money voted by towns 

for com mun schools ...••.•• , 
Excess above amount required by law •• 
A varage amount per scholar ....••.... 
Amount available from town treasury 

for school year ..•••.•••.. , •..••.••• 
Amount available from State treasury 

for school year. . . • • . . . . . • • • . .•.••• 
.Amount derived from local funds ..... . 
Total school resources .............. .. 
Amount expended for common schools .• 
Net balance unexpended .•..•..•••.... 
Amount paid for school sapervision .••• 

5 

1,299 

4,415 

4,050 

7821 

$34 901 

4 391 
2 051 

720,66li 
204.,3091 

3201 

781,7121 

391,959! 
37,5811 

1,211,252: 
l, 163,9681 

83,786! 
41,8831 

280 

1,242 

4,6681 

4,2H 

mi 
$3'! 40 

4 40 
2 01 

697,2901 
l'i2,073 

330 

756,203 

384,034 
28,3661 

l,161i,6031 
l,lU,9021 

53,7011 
36,4001 

Increase. ] Decrease. 

2,325 

7 ,331 

7,136 
.us 

1, T54 

5 

214,420 

31 

57 

41 

50 

04 

23,STl 
32,236 

25,509 

7,925 
9,215 

42,60 
49,066 
30,085 

5,483 

550 

95 

Id 

2 w. 2 d 
2 w• 3 d 

175 

145 

5 
4 

66,524' 

253 

194 

01 

10, 



66 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

COMPARATIVE STATEMEN'r-n. 

Items. 1891. 188 l. 

Whole number of scholars between four and twenty one. . • • • 210,997 212,857 
Nnmber registered in spring and summer schools........... 116,048 120,539 
Averageattendanoe " " •• ........ 99,198 98,312 
N um her registered in winter schools. • . • • • • . • • • . . . • . • • • . . . 129 ,48'1 122,541 
Average attendance " • . . . . .. . • • • . • • • . . •• . • •• 106,927 99,444 
Per cent of average attendance to whole number............ .53 .47 
Whole number scholars registered for the year.. . • • • . • • • . . • . 141,433 149, 18 l 
Average length of summer schools ......................... 9 w. l d. 10 w. 2d. 

winterschools ..••••.................... lOw. 3 d llw. 
schools for the year ...••...•.•••..••..•• 19 w. 4 d 21 w. 2d. 

3,933 
349 

4,278 
3,019 

56 
$95,247 

2,930,498 

Number of school districts in State........ . • • . . • • • . • • • . • • • 3,317 
parts of districts " . . . • . • • • . . . • . • • • . . . . . . • • 258 
school houses " . • • • . . . • . • • • . • . . . • • • . . •• 4,209 

Number reported in good condition........................ 3,219 
built during year.... . • • • . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . • . . . . 58 

Cost of same.... . . • • . • • . . • • . • • • . . . • . . . . . • • • . . • . . . • • . . . . $109, 728 
Estimated value of all school property......... . .. . ..• ... . 3,670,385 
Number of male teachers employed in summer.. . • . • . . . . . . • • 31 l 

female 
winter............... 1,299

1 summer.............. 4,415 
winter....... . • .. . • • . 4,050 

Wages of male teachers per month ( excluding board). . . . • • 34. 90 
female teacher!! per week '' 4.39 

Average cost of teacher's board per week.. . . . • . . . . . . . • . • • • 2 05 
Amount of school money raised by towns . . . . •. .• •• . • •• . . .. 720,6611 
Excess above amount required by law.......... . • . • . . • • . . . . 204,309i 
Average amount per scholar...... . . • • . . . . . . . • . . • . . . • . . • • • 3. 20

1 Amount received from State treasurer......... . . . .••• .• •• 391,959

1 

local funds......................... 37,581 
paid for school supervision.. . • .. . . . • • • . . . . . . • • . • • • 41,883 

305 
2,243 
4,6H 
2,417 
28.19 

:3 .63 
1.94 

611.804 
133,729 

2.87 
308,008 

24,059 
28,223 



STATEMENT 
Showing the amount of School Money App01·tioned by the State 

Treasurer to the Several Towns and Plantations in the State and 
Avuilable for School Purposes for;· the School Year Encling April 
1, 1892. 

TOWNS. 

Abbot ....•••..................................•.•••...... \ 

! f 21;< : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : '.: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :: : : : : : : : : : : I 

Albion ............•••.•••........•••....•.....••.••....... 
Alexander ....•....................••..........•••..••••••.. 
Alfred . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . ..............•..•.........•••..... 
A Ila gash Plantation. . . • .....•......•..•••.•.•.••.....•.•... 
Alna ..................................................... . 
Alton .........••........•••....••••••••....••.•.....•••.. 
A wherst •..........•.......•.....•....••..........•••...... 
Amity .....••..••....•.••.....•••••••.•••..••..•.......... 
Andover •..•..•••.•••.•...•••.•......••••.....•••.•••...... 
Anson ................................................... .. 
Appleton. . . . . .. . .. .. . • • • . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . ............ . 

i:~:~:i;::::::::: ·:::. ·.:::::::::: ·.:::. ·.: ·:.:::: : : ·:.:::: : : : ~:: 
Ashland ..............••••.••..••.•....••.....•••••••• , , ••.. 
Athens ...............•••.••.•••••••......•••....••••••••. 
Atkinson..... . . . . . . . . ....••.•...••...••..•......••...... 
Auburn .................................................. .. 
Augustfl ...•......••••..•••••.••••.•••.•••..•...•••••.••••.. 
Aurora....... . • . • • • . • . . . . . •.••••....•• •• • • • • · • · · · • • · · • • • ·, 
Avon ....••••....•....••......•..•.....•.... •••• .••. ·••• ·· 

Baileyville • . • ...••••.•••.•••..••.••.•••••.•.••• • . • • • ... · . , 
Baldwin ...•••.•••.•••.•••.... ···,·························· 
Bancroft... . ...••••....••••.. , .•• • • · · · · · · • · · · • · • • • • · • • • · · 
Bangor .......••.••••••••..•......••.••.•.• • •.• • • ·• • · •• , •., 
Ba1ing ....•••.••...•..•••....••..••• , ..•. •••• •••• •••• •••• •· 
B11,th •••••.•••.•••.•...• , •..•..•..•••••••• •· •• •••• •••• •••• • · 
Beddington . . . •.•.•..•.....•••••.....•.•. · • · · • · · , • • • · • • • ·, 
Belfast .•....•..•...•..•..... , •••• , • • • • • • • · • • • • • • • • · • • • • • · • • 
Belgrade •••••.•••..•......•••....•...•• • , • • • • • • • • · • • · • • • • • 
Belmont •.•.•....•.•.•••••.•.•.•. ••••••••••••··•·•••••••••· 
Benedicta .•••....••• , ..•.....•••• •••• • • •· ·• •• •• •• ·• •• · · · · • • 
.Benton ....•••....••••.•.••••.••••••••••••• ••, • • • •• ·, •••••. 
Berwick ...••••••.•••...•..••••. ··················••••······ 
.Bethel • . . . . . . • • • • . • • • ••••••••••• • • · · • • • • · • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • · 
Biddeford •.•.••••••••..•.•••••••••• •• •• • • • ••• •••• •• •• • • •• • • 
Bingham •....••••.•.••••..••..••.•••.•••• ••••····••••······ 
Blaine •...•••.•••..••••••.•••.• •· •• ··••••••••••••••··•••••· 

196 
2.'l9 
3-11 
241 
297 
128 
3 Hi 
116 
139 
120 
Ill' 
168 
254 
!fi5 
374 

77 
63 

203 
390 
214 

3,349 
2,903 

55 
162 

85 
300 
110 

4,850 
10·, 

2,90 ! 
73 

1,410 
315 
145 
133 
361 
645 
550 

4,130 
261 
322 

$444 0 l 
f>8ti 74 
772 50 
545 96 
672 82 
289 97 
715 86 
262 78 
314 88 
271 b5 
267 32 
380 58 
57[) 41 

l,030 75 
847 25 
174 44 
142 72 
4fl9 87 
t-83 50 
484 7!} 

7,586 78 
6,576 42 

124 tiO 
3ti6 99 

rn2 56 
679 62 
2,i!} 19 

10,987 12 
:!31 07 

6.576 42 
165 38 

3,194 18 
713 60 
828 48 
:~01 30 
817 bO 

1,461 18 
1,245 96 
9,356 o, 

591 2ri 
729 46 



68 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL FUND AND MILL 'rAX-CONTINUED, 

TOWNS, 

~--~--~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~__'._~~~-'---~~~-

Blanchard ........•••.•••.....•.•.•••.....•.•.••..•.•.•.... 
Bluebill .................................................. .. 
Boothbay .........•..•••................••••.. , .....•• , ••.. 
Boothba.y Harbor , ..•.....•........•••.•••.•••..•.....•.••.. 
Bowdoin , ...•.....•.•..•......•••.• , •.•••........••...•••.. 
Bowdoinham . . . . . . . . • . • . . . • • • . . . . • • . . . . • . • . • . • • • • . . . • •••.. 
Bowerbank Plantation ..................................... .. 
Bradford .........••.....•••••••. , . . . •.. , , . , ... , ••..... , 
Bradley .......•••.....••••.•....•....•• , •.••••. , •.•••••••. · 
Bremen .•...•...••...•..••••••................•.•• , ..... . 
Brewer ...........•••..•.• , ••............ , •••.•...•..••.•.. 
Bridgewater .......................... , .......... , ....... , .. 
Bridgton .....•••.••••.•. , , ••.•.•...••••....••..••••.... 
Brighton ................................................ .. 
Bristol ...•.••........••••.•.•..•..•••..•.••........•.••••. 
Brooklin • . . • . . . • . . . . • • • • • • • • . • . . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • . . . • . 
Brooks ....•...•••....••••.•••..•..•••....••••••...•••.•• • , . 
Brooksville ....•••..•.••••••••••••...••...•....•...••....... 
Brookton ......••.. , .•.•••.•• , .......•••....•..••••••••••• , . 
Brownfield • , . • . . . . . . . • • • • . . • . . • • • . . . • . . . . • • • • • . • • . • • • • • • • . 
Brownviile .. .. . . . .. . .. .. • . .. .. • • • • • .. .......... , ....... .. 
Brunswick •........••••••••••..•..•••••••...•••••.•••.•.••. 
Buckfield .....••..•••••••••••.•••....•.•.••••.• , •....••••.. 
Bucksport . . . . ...•••....•.... , • , . , .•. , , •• , .......••.•.•.. 
Burlington ............................................... .. 
Burnham ................................ , ............... . 
Buxton ....... · ............................................ . 
Byron ....••.......•..•.. ,, , , , .•......... , , , · · • • · ·••• · • • · • · 

Calais ...•......•.••••....•••••.••......•.....•.••.....••••. 
Cambridge •..••......••••.•.•.......•••••••.•••.....••.. , . 
Camden .•....••••.••......•.•..••.....••..•••....••.•••••.. 
Canaan ....••••••.••••.•••........••••.....•••....•.•••••• , . 
Canton •..........•••.•••.•••.••...•••.••..•••........ , •• , , . 
Cape Elizabeth •...••••..•....•••....••...•••••• ~ .••••..•... 
Caribou .......•..••••• , , ••• , .•........•.••••......•.•• , , , 
Carmel ........•...••.......•......•..•............... , . , , , 
Carratuuk Plantation ..•••.. , , , ....•...•...•••.....••••.• , • .. 
Carroll ...............•••••.•• , , ••••.• , • , .....••••. , ..••••.. 
Carrying Place Plantation •.....•••..•••...•••.....••••.••... 
Carthage ...........••....••••....• , •. , , , • , •••••••....• , ••.. 
Cary Plantation .......................................... , . 
Casco . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . • . . ....•••.•••.....•••••••• 
Castine . . . . . . . • ..........••••.••.......••...•.•••.... , . 
Castle Hill Plantation ••.••••..•.••.•••.• , •.•••.•••.•...••••. 
Caswell Plantation.... . . • . • • • • . . • . .....•.........••.. , •••.. 
Centerville .............................. , •.....• , . , ••••. , , .• 
Chapman Plantation ...................................... .. 
Charleston •...•••••.•.•••.....•••.... , .••....••••........ , . 
Charlotte •.•••..•..•••.•••••••••••..•.•...•.••.............. 
ChelRea .......•..•.••....••••.•••.•....•...•.•.•.••••..•. , 
Cherryfield •..••••..•••.•...•...•......•....•..•••. , ••..•. , 
Chester ...........•..•••••...•• , •..••.... , • • • • • , • , •.••• , . 
Chesterville . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . • . • . • . • • • ..•...•. , , , . , . 
China .•••....••••.••••••••••...•..•••••••••••••••....••••.. 
Clifton •..•...•••.••••.• , .•••••••.•••• , • , •••••••••.••.•••. , • 

\ 

60 
703! 
7171 

5951 
294 
4 2r1

1 28i 
39li 
298, 
220! 

1,1291 
315 
8021 
1981 
9021, 
3541 
259f 
4761 
1401 
369 
386 

2,022 
337 
821 
164 
311 
536 

65 

2,66·l 
143 
63fi 
393 
363 

1,843 
1,550 

331 
93 

207 
8 

124 
166 
27(; 
309 
233 
118 
59 

107 
324 
156 
286 
671 
152 
224 
424 

98 

$13."J 92 
l,592 57 
1,624 28 
1,347 90 

666 03 
971 85 

n3 43 
88.) 76 
675 08 
49tl 39 

2,557 62 
713 60 

1,816 84 
448 54 

2,043 38 
801 !:15 
586 73 

1,078 32 
317 16 
835. 93 
874 44 

4,580 61 
7G3 H 

1,859 89 
371 52 
704 53 

1,214 24 
147 20 

6,034 98 
323 95 

l,440 78 
890 29 
822 33 

4,175 11 
3,5ll 34 

749 84 
210 67 
468 94 

18 12 
280 91 
376 05 
625 25 
700 00 
527 83 
267 31 
133 65 
242 40 
733 99 
353 40 
647 90 

1,520 07 
344 34 
507 45 
960 52 
222 00 



APPENDIX, 

SCHOOL FUND AND MILT .... 'fAX-CONTINUED, 

TOWNS. 

Clinton ....••....•..•...••......••..•..•••.....•••.••.•••• · I 
Codyville Plantation ....••..•.•......••••••.•••.•••.•••..••.. 
Columbia .................................................. ! 
Columbia Falls . .. . .. • . . • . . ............................ 

1

1 
Concord . . . . . .......•••.•••.•••...••••....•..••....••.. 
Connor Plantation..... . . . . . . • • . . • . . . • . .. , ••.....•.••..•••.. 
Cooper ....•...........•......••••.••.•••.•••.•...••••.•• , . 

g;:i~~r:~t~:~·: :_:_ :_::::: :: :: : ::: : : : : : : : : : : : : :: : : : : : : : : : : : 
If f iiWF ;;;;,): : : : : : : : : : : : : : ; ; : : : : : ) : : ; ; ; : : : : : : : : : ) J 
Cryst:d Plantation •.•••.•••.•••..••........ , ....•••.•••.... , . i 
Cumberland . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . • • • • • • . . • • • . • • • . . . , •. , .... , . , , . · I 

g::f::.~:: · ·:: : : ·. ·. : : : : . : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~ : . I 
Cyr Plant'>tion .....•••..•.. , ...• · · · · · • · • • · · • • • • • • • • • • • · · · · ··I 
Dallas _Plantation ............................................ ,' 
Dama r1scotta ....••........••••.••.•...........••••••.•••••.. 

~:;r~~t~: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ·. : : : : : : : : : . : : : : : : : : : ~ : : 11 

De11.d River Plantation ..•••.....•••..........•...•.....•••... 

im:ir : : : _: : : : : ) : : : : : : ) : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Denmark •..............•.••••••••••.••••..••..•.••••...... 
Dennistown Plantation ..................................... . 
Dennysville. . . . . • . • • • • . • • • . . . . • • • • • • • . • . . . . • . • • • • • • • • • ..•. 
Detroit .................................................. .. 
Dexter .....••.•...••.••••.•••••••..•.••••....••...•••...... 
Dixfield ....••.•••.•••.••.••••.•••••••.••..•••....••••.•••.. 
Dixmont ...•••.•••.•••.....•••..••..........•..•••..•..•••.. 
Dover ................••..••.•••••••.•••.........••••..••.. 
Dresden ...............•••.•.•..•...•.••. , .•.••••.••.••... 
Drew Plantation .......................................... . 
Durham..... . ........••..••.••.....••••.••.••••.•••....• 
Dyer Brook Plantation ......•••.....••••••.•••.•.••.....•••. 

Eagle Lake Plantation •..•••....•••....••••.••...•...•.....• 
Eastbrook ..•...•••....••••..•..•••..••••••.•••.••....... , . , 
East Livermore.... . . . . . . . • • • • . • • . . • • • • • • • . • • • . . . . • . • . . . . . 
East Machias •..••...•..•...•......•.•.........•••.....•••. 
Easton •.....•......••.•..•.••.•••.•••.•••••• ·•· ..••....••. 
Eastport •....•••••• , •.•••....•• , • , .••• , •. , , , , .• , ...•..... , 
Eddington .•...........•••••••.•..• , ••• , , •.••...•.......... 
Eden .............•...•••.••..•••.••••••.••••.•••.•••..... 
EdgtJcomb .•••.....•••.•..•••.•.•.•••.•••..•..•........•.. 
Edinburg ................................................ . 
.Edmunds. . ............................................ . 
Eliot ......••.•....•..•••.•••....••••.••.••..•••.........• 
Elliotts\•ide Plantation .................................... . 
Ellsworth ..............• , .•..••••.•.•....•••.•.••.. , ...... . 

ml 
251 

2rn! 
260 
121 
226 

98 
25 

310 
352 
3(3 
246 
JU, 
57 

128 
t9:l 
2~61 
208 
196 

65 
264 
42fii 
153 1 

d 
25 

140 
1,664 
1,328 

247 
32 

165 
171 

7731 290 
293 
491 
301 

46 
331 

99 

179 
10:1 
330 
588 
381 

2, 111 
233 
630 
254. 

33 
174 
390 

20 
1,696 

69 

$1,094 18 
56 64 

543 70 
589 00 
274 11 
511 98 
2Z2 00 

56 f.3 
702 27 
797 42 
777 03 
fi57 29 
246 93 
129 13 
289 97 

1,114 56 
534. 63 
tm7 12 
H4 01 

147 24 
598 06 
96.5 05 
346 60 

H5 15 
56 64 

317 16 
3,769 59 
3,008 43 

559 56 
72 49 

373 79 
387 38 

1,751 14 
656 96 
66:1 75 

1,112 30 
68 l 89 
104 21 
749 85 
224 27 

405 51 
23:1 34 
747 58 

1,332 04, 
863 11 

4,782 22 
527 83 

1,4.27 19 
575 41 

74, 75 
394 18 
883 50 

45 31 
3,842 08 
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Embden ••.••••••••.••.•••..•.••••.•••..•.••••....••••.••• , 
Enfield •.....•••••.•...••••••.•••.•••..•..•••.•••••••..•.. 
Etna .........•••••••••••......•• ·••· .. ·· .... ·••• ··•· ··•· · · 
Eustis •....•...••.••..•••.•••.•••..•.........••••.•••...... 
ExettJr .............•...........••.....•••.....••...••• , .•. 

~'airfield., . • • • . . • • • • • • . • • • . • • • . . . . . . • • . ..........••••.•••.. 
Falmouth ...••...•..•..•••.•••.•.•.•.• " ............•••.•••.. 
Farmingdale...... . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • . . • • ••..•.... 
Farmington ............................................... .. 
F'ayett>J . . . . . . . . . . • . . • • • . ...•••....•.......•.....•..••••.. 
Flagstaff Plantation........... . . • • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Forest City •.....•......••..••...•..... , ••.................. 
Fort Fairfield, ..• , ......••.....• , , ..................•.. , ••.. 
Fort Kent.... . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . • . ..••••......••..••.•••.. 
Foxcroft ...•..•••.•••..•...•....... , •.•••.....•••.•••...... 
Frankfort ................................................. . 
Franklin .................................................. . 
Franklin Plantation ........................................ . 
Freetiom .........•........•...••....•.•.••••.........•... 
Freeman ....••..•..............•••............. , ••..•....... 
Freeport ................ , ..•••.... , •••..••...•..••. , ••...... 
French ville ............................................... .. 
:Friendship.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . • • . . . . . • • • . . • • . ..• , 
Fryeburg ................................................ , 

Gardiner .................................................. . 
Garfield Plantation ........................................ . 
Garland ..••••.......................•.................••.. 
Georgetown .....••.............•••.••••..•.........•........ 
Gilead .................•.•...............•...•••.•••..••.. 
Glenburn ............................................... .. 
Glenwood Plantation ..........•.•...•..•••.•••..••......•... 
Gorham ................................................. . 
Gouldsb9ro.... . . . . • • • • . • • • . • • • . .•..••..•..•••..•..•••...... 
Grafton ...•........•..•••........ , • . • . • • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . • • . . 
Grand Falls Plantation .................................... .. 
Grand Isle ................................................ .. 

Gray ......••••••........ ·••· •··· ••·· ···· ·· ·· ···· ··•• ·· ·· · · 
Greenbush.. . . ...••••. , • • . . • • • • • • . •..•••.•••....••.•.••. , 
Greene .............••.............• , ......•.•••. , ••••••• , . 
Greenfield ............................................... .. 
Greenvale Plantation ...•..........•••....•••.............. 
Hreenville .•••.......................•......••.............. 
Greenwood ............................................... .. 
Guilford .•............•.••.... , ••..••.•.•...•.••••.•........ 

Hallowell ................................................. .. 
Hamlin Plantation ........................................ . 
Hamrnund Plantation...... .. . • .. .. . . • • . .. • .. • • .. . . . .. • . .... , 
lbmpdP.n ................................................ .. 
Hancock ................................................... 1 
Hanover ................................................... .. 
llarmony •....••••......••.•••.••...•.....••...••.•••.•••... ! 
Harpswell ....•• , • • • • • • • . • • . . . • • . . . . . • . . . . . . • • • . . . • •••.. ' 

~:~~Ett~::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: ::::::::::I 

206 
36ti 
201 
104 
260 

1,00U 
4!)3 

222 
879 
198 

2\J 
123 

1,41-10 
874 
441 
379 
47:.1 

3fl 
15 2 
159 
744 

1,3 IJ 
273 
43~ 

1,637 
2'.• 

276 
264 
10:l 
181 

68 
86\3 
575 

261 

3~~1 
470 
226 
262 

73 
11" 

2.">9 
224 
196 

812 
223 

45 
764 
410 

51 
220 
582 
400 
325 
191 

$466 67 
819 13 
455 :35 
235 60 
589 00 

2,285 77 
1,116 83 

502 92 
1,9\Jl 28 

448 54 
65 70 

278 65 
3,362 76 
l,9i9 95 

!l99 03 
858 58 

1,069 26 
86 08 

344 34 
360 20 

l,685 45 
2,969 91 

618 45 
99'.l 23 

3,708 42 
65 70 

62.'l 25 
ii\Jtl 06 
231 07 
410 04 
151 04 

l,%H 62 
1,302 tiO 

68 90 
65 70 

792 89 
1,064 73 

511 \JS 
5\13 53 
165 37 
40 77 

586 74 
607 45 
444 01 

l,839 49 
50,5 lii 
101 !J5 

J,730 75 
H2d 80 
115 ."it 
4\18 :rn 

1,318 45 
tJ()6 15 
73li 26 
432 68 
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SCHOOL FUND A""N"D MILL 'l1AX-CONTINUED. 

=================================================~~-~==-~~-

TOWNS, 

Hartland •.•....•..•.•.....•••.•...••••.....•.....••••...... 
Haynesville ....•••..••.•••...•.....•.•..••.•••..•...•.....•. 
Hebron .................................................... . 
Hermon .•......•..•••.............•••.•••..........••..••.. 
Hersey •...•••.•..••••••••..•.•.••.•••....••••..•..•••...... 
Highland Plantation ....................................... .. 
Iii ram ....•••.•••. ; ••......•.••••.....••......•••.•••...... 
Hodgdon .............................. ·, •..•.... , , · · • •.•••.. 
Holden ....•.......••.............•........••..•...•..••••. 
Hollis ....•.•..•.•..••.•••••••.............•••....•••....... 
Hope ......•••.....•••..•.....•.•..•••.••••.••.••••....•••. 
Houlton •••.•...•••.••.....•..•.•.••••..••....••••.•••.... 
Howland ................................................... . 
Hudson .....•.•••......••......•.............•.••.•••. , • , , . 
Hurricane Isle ............................................. . 

Industry ...........•.•.•••.••..••........••••.•••.•••••••. 
Island :Falls ........•..•••.....••••........••••....••••.•••.. 
Isle-au- Haut.. . • • • . . . . .•..•••..••.....••..•••.•.•.••...•... 
I~lesborough ...•••.....••.••••••••..••.•••..•..••...•..•••.. 

,J ackmantown Plantation .....••..•..............•••••••.•.•.. 
Jackson .•.....••.•...•••.•••.•••.•••..••.•.•.•••.•••...... 
Jay •..•••.•••..••.••••.••.•...•••••••••••..•••••••...•.•. ,, 
Jefferson ....••.....•..•.••.••..•••.....••.....•.••.•••.•••.. 
Jones borough. . . • . . • • • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • • • . . . . . . . . 
Jonesport ........••••••••..••.....••• , .••....•.••.••••••••. 

Kenduskeag . . . .......•••..••......•...•.••••.•••.......... 
Kennebunk .....••••••.....•..•.•......••.••••...•.....•.•.. 
Kennebunkport... . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • .. • • · · .. 
Kingfield ........•••••.••••••••••.••••...••••.•••..•....... 
Kingman ................................................ .. 
Kingsbury Plantation ••.••.•....••.•••...•.................. 
Kittery ..........•..•.............•••..•..•••.•.•..•..•.... 
Knox ..••.....•...••..••••••.•••....•••......••........... 
Kossuth ........•...•..•••..•.•••••.••.•••..•..•••.•••...... 

Lagrange ............................................ ,. ... 
Lakeville Plantation .............. : . ...................... .. 
Lambert Lake Plantation.. . . • . . . . . . • • • • . . • . . . . . ....•••.•..•. 
Lamoine .................................................. . 
Lebanon .•...•.....••......•••.••••....••.......••.•••...... 
Lee ................•.......••..•...••••••......•..•..••••.. 
Leeds ...................................................... . 
Letter E Plantation ...•................••••.•••.•••.••..••... 
Levant ...............••..••.••••••••.......•..••.....•.... 
Lewiston ...••.........•••.•••.•••••••........••••••• , .••••• 
Lexington Plantation.. . • . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . ..••••.. , ..••••••... 
Liberty ......•.••••.•••••..•••..•.••••.•..........••••.••••. 
Limerick • . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . ............. , • 
Limestone ..............•••....•.••••.............•••...... 
Limington .•......•••••••......•••••••..•...•...•..••....... 
Lincoln ...•••..••.•••.•.•..•••.•••••.•••.•• • ··, ·. ·, • · · · ·,, 
Lincoln Plantation.... .. • . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. • • .. .. . .... 
Lincoln ville ... , ...................•................•••.•••.. 
Linneus .................................................... . 
Lisbon .•.......•.•.••.••••••••••••••••.....•••••••.....•.... 

:m 
11 'l 
150 
,148 

71 
26 

360 
h2 
166 
3h4 
220 

l,Z54 
90 

ml 

l:~1 
86i 65 

366 

58 
161 
451 :~ii 809 

132 
851 
6'24 
177 
215 
82 

781 
211 

29 

228 
co 
651 

244 
3851 

'"I 340 
9 

2801 ,.,1~

1 

237 
263 

3531 
310 

'~!I 
475 
423 

1,0991 

; M 
~]~ g~a 
A ""°' 0 ...,. 
rn 

$70-! 53 
253 72 
339 81 

l,014 89 
160 81 

fl8 90 
815 54 

1,00 I 30 
376 05 
82,i 60 
4!!8 39 

2,840 79 
203 88 
3tio 99 
160 84 

416 83 
19-l 82 
147 25 
829 13 

131 39 
3ti! 72 

1,021 68 
Bl2 95 
4rn 28 

1,83 2 70 

299 03 
l,9'27 85 
1,4 l:J 60 

400 97 
487 06 
}Hf> 76 

1,769 27 
478 00 

65 70 

516 51 
135 92 
147 25 
552 76 
b12 18 
752 11 
770 24 

20 39 
634 31 

17,670 00 
167 64 
.536 90 
59,1 80 
799 68 
702 27 

1,:no 11 
40 77 

1,076 05 
958 25 

2,489 64 
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~~~~--~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~-,-~~--,-~~~~ 

3 lOI Litchfield... . ...•••.....••• , .......... , ........... . 
Littleton • . .•••..•...•...•• , .• , •• • • . , . , ............... • .. . 
Livermore ......•.....•.....••••........................•. 
Long Island Plantation.. . . . . . . • . . • • • . . • . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . ••• 
Lovell ..................................................... . 
Lowell •••••..... , .......•••..........•.••••.......•...•.... 
Lubec .....•..••..•.••••...••.......••••.•.....•••...•.... 
.Ludlow, .•••..••....••••.....•••.•••.........•••.•••........ 
Lyman .•••••...•••••.•••.•••..•.......•.••.•.....•••.•••.... 

Machias .•••..•...••......•..•••.•.•.....•..•••.••......••. 
Machiasport ..••.••.•.....•......•.•.•••.. , .•••...•. , .....•. 
Macwah<Jc Plantation ....................................... . 
Madawaska..... . . . . • • • • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . •••.•••••.•........ 
Madison, •..•............•••.•....••••••....•.•...••.•••... 
l\1adrid ......•••.........•••......•..••........•• , ....... . 
Magalloway Plantation .................................... . 
Manchester ............................................... .. 
Mapleton. . . . . . . . • . .........••.•••.. · •..................... 
Mariaville .......•.•........••••.....•......••••..•......... 
llarion ...•..............•••.•••..•..•••............••••... 
Manhfield ...•••........•••..•••..•...••..••.••.••••..•...•. 
Mars Hill. .............................................. .. 
Masardis ............................•••.....•.•.......... , . 
Mason •.....•••.....••......••............ , ....•••.•••.••. 
Matinicus Isle Plantation .................................. . 
Ma tta.ru iscon tis • . . . . . . . . . • • • . • • • . . . . • • . . • • • • • .•.....••..••. 
Mattawamkeag ............................................ . 
Maxfield •....••.•••.•••.•••.•.......••....••••....•....... 
Meddybemps ............................................... . 
Medford ................................................... . 
Medway ..•...•...•..•••••••..•......•••..••.....•••......•. 
Mercer •..•...•..••..•....•......••.•••..........••••••.... 
Merrill Plantation ....•••..••...•..••...•.•••.•.•.....•••..•• 
Mexico .......••..•.....••••......••...•......•.•••.•...... 
Milbridge ................................................. . 
Milford ..........•••.•.•....••••.........••.....•••..••.... 
Milo ........•..••••••••.........••..••...•....•.•.••••.... 
Milton Plantation •....••......•.••••.•••..•.••••......••.... 
Minot ...••.....••••..•.••••.•........•.••••....••••••••.•.. 
Monhegan Plantation .........••..••.••.••••••••.•••.•••.... 
Monmouth ....•......•••.••...•..•....•...•.•...•••..•••.... 
Monroe •.•.......•. , .••.••••..•.•••..••••••..••..•••••••.••• 
Monson .... , .•••..••••••.•• , , •••.•••.•••...•..••.•.•........ 
Monticello ...................... " ....................... . 
Montville ..••••••••••••••• ,, ••••••••••••.•••.•••.•••.•••.•.. 
Moose River Plantation ....•.....••••.•..••.•..........•.•••. 
Moro Ptant11.Lion ...•.•.•.......•...•...•..•.......•••.•...... 
Morrill •.........•••.•••.••..........•••..••.•.•....•.••..•. 
Mescow .•...•••........•••..•.....••.•...•...•.........•••. 
Mount Chase ............................................ , ... 
Mount Desert... . . • • . ....•. , • • • . • • • . . . . •.••••..••.•••... 
Mount Vernon ..••••.••.••••.•••.............•••..••.•••.... 

Napliis .................................................. .. 
Nashville Plantation ..•...••• , •••.••.•••..••.•••••••..•..••• 
Newburgh ................................................. . 
New Canada Plantation ..................................... . 

3,15 
297 

59 
25'L 
158 
717 
147 
267 

810 
4\-Hi 

8-1 
(i60 
570 
140 

14 
J6i1 
343 

!J7 
4'l 

132 
3-JO 

85 
2!J 
54 
14 

239 
46 
40 

141 
243 
175 
105 
l:H 
6CO 
230 
337 

801 442 
24 

296 
317 
401 
424 
302 

69 
70 

141 
146 
112 
478 
181 

254 
18 

280 
137 

$702 i7 
7kl 57 
672 82 
133 66 
570 88 
357 93 

l,G24 28 
33:1 05 
604 86 

l ,834 96 
I, 12:1 62 

188 02 
1,495 ]5 
l, 291 27 

317 16 
31 71 

373 79 
771 o:l 
219 74 

\-,7 42 
29!) 03 
792 89 
192 56 

65 70 
1:t 2 33 

31 71 
54.l 43 
104 21 
111 00 
319 43 
650 50 
396 45 
2:Vi 87 
303 56 

1,4.95 15 
52 l 04 
7tia 44 
VH 23 

1,001 30 
54 :i7 

670 55 
718 13 
908 41 
960 fJ2 
684 15 
156 31 
H,8 58 
319 42 
330 75 
253 72 

1,082 85 
410 03 

575 41 
40 77 

634 31 
310 36 
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Newcastle ................................................. . 
Newfield •...........•....•••..•.•.......•.••.••.•..•...••.. 
Now Gloucester •...••..•••..••.••.....••••.•••......•.••••.. 
New Limerick ............................................. . 
Newport ................................................ .. 
New Portland •.....•. ·• . . . • . . . . • ••.•••.....••••.•••.• , .••... 
Newry ...........•••......••.•••....•....•••.•••.•••..•... 
New Sharon .....•.•••...•..........••••••..••....••••...... 
New Sweden Plantation .•••.•.•.•••••••••••....•...•••••••.. 
New Vineyard ....•.......••••..•.......••.•••....••••.•••. 
Nobleboroug1' ............................................ . 
Norridgewock ..........••••••.•.•.•....•...•.•...••••...... 
North Berwick.,.......... . .•••.....•.••.........•••.••• , 
Northfield ................................................. . 
North Haven •..•.....•.•....•.....••.•..•.•..•••.....•••. 
Northport ..............•...•...•.........••••••.•....•.••.. 
North Ynrmouth ........................................... . 
Norway .................................................... . 
No. I, l-tange 2. W. K. R. Plantation ....................... . 
No 7 Plantation .........•.....•••...•..••...... , ......... . 
No 14 Plantation..... . . . . . . • . . • • • . • • • . . . . • • • . . . . . . • . .... . 
No. 18 Plantation . . . . . . . • . . • • • . . . . ....••.....•••......... 
No. 2 l Plantation (Washington county) .................... . 
No. 21 Plantation (Hancock county) ........................ .. 
No. 33 Plantation, ........................................ . 

Oakfield Plantation ......................................... . 
Oakl11nd .•....•••.•••...•.........•••••••..•.••••••••.•••.. 
Old Orchard ..................................... . 
Old Town .•••.....•••••••.....•••.••••••.••••.•••..•.•.•... 
Orient .•.•.••.•••.•••...•..........••.•••.....••...... , • , . 
Orland ....•••.•••......•...••.••.••••......••••••••••... , .. 
Orneville .................................................. . 
Orono ....••••.••..•••.......••••.•••.............• , ...... . 
Orrington ••••••••............•••.•••......•••••••..•... , • • . , 
Otis ..••••......••.•••.•••.•••.••..•••.........•••.......... 
Otisfield ••......••••••.••......••......••••• , •.....••.•.••.. 
Oxbow Plantation. . . . . . • . • . . . . . • • • . . • . • . . . ••••••••.•• , , , , .. 
Oxford •..•....••..••.............•••..•.••••••••.....• , ... 

Palermo ....••.•••.•••.....••.••••.•...........•••..•...•... 
Palmyra .•••••.....•••..•..•.•......•.•.•••.•..•••...••••.. 
Paris .....•••..••.•••.•••.•.•...•.•••••.......•..•••..•... 
Parkman ............•••••....•..•....••••.•••.•••.•••••••.. 
Parsonsfield... . • • • • • • • . • • • . . • • . • • . • • • • . . • • . . • . • ••..•...... 
P:1ssadumkeag . • . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . • • • . • • • . • • • . . • •••••••.. , ... 
Patten ................... , ••••••.•••••..•..•••.•••.••.•••.•. 
Pembroke . . • . . • . . . ......••.•••••.••...••••••....•••• , • , , .. 
Penobscot ..........••..........••....•.••••••..•.••••.••••. 
Perham Plantation ..................................... " .. 
Perkins ....•.......••••••..•.••••. , ••.•.••••.•.........•.•. 
Perkins Plantation .•••.•.•.•••.•••••••••••.••..•••••••.•••.. 
Perry .................................... ·••• .... •••••••• .. 
Peru ...••.•••..••.•••.•••••••.•••.•••.•••....•.•.•••• ····,, 
Phillips ................................................... .. 
Phippsburg •...•••.••. ·····-·· ..••.••••.••••••••••• ,_ .•••••.. 
Pittsfield •..•...••.••.•.••.•••.•••.•.••••.•••..••.•.•••• , .. 
Pittston .....•.•••..••••••••..••••••••• , •.••••••••••••••••.. 

368
1 

230i 
348: 
229i 
3591 

3431 96 
3031 
282 
224 
287 
450 
558 

51 
lflO 
213 
2U 
933 

44 
181 
39: 

101 
38 
26 
66 

307 
579 
153 

1,088 
7R 

430 
174 
817 
384 

83 
254 

35 
457 

283 
300 
960 
265 
-432 
118 
346 
580 
418 
200 

26 
30 

365 
230 
470 
417 
688 
380 

73 

$833 66 
521 04 
788 36 
518 78 
813 28 
777 03 
217 47 
686 42 
638 84 
507 45 
650 17 

l,019 42 
1,264 08 

115 54 
407 77 
482 53 
507 45 

2, 113 60 
99 68 
40 77 
88 35 
22 65 
86 618 
58 90 

149 51 

69,j 48 
1,311 65 

346 60 
2,464 73 

176 70 
974 11 
394 18 

1,8.'">0 82 
869 91 
lt18 03 
575 41 

7\J 29 
1,035 28 

6H 11 
679 62 

2,17-i 77 
60() 33 
978 64 
267 31 
783 83 

1,313 92 
946 92 
453 08 

58 90 
67 96 

826 87 
521 04 

1,064 73 
944 66 

1,558 58 
860 85 
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Plymouth .......•.••.•••••••....••••.•...•••••••...•.•••.. 
Poland •................••.•••..•..•..•••.•••...•.....••.. , 
Portage Lake Plantation, ••.•••.•.•••••.•••.•••.•.•..••...... 
Porter •...•••.....•••..•.••••......••.•.•.•••.•••.....••.. , 
Port,! ind .......•••......•.........••...•••••••......••...... 
Pownal ..•........•••.........••..•••...•......•...•••••••. 
Prentiss ...•••......•...••.•••...•.....•••.......•.•••.••... 
Pre~que Isle •...•..•••..•...•..•••.....•••.•••..••.•••...... 
Princeton .........•••..•..•••..••..... • ••..• · · • • • · • • • ••• , • , 
Prospect .•...•..••.......•.•• , ..••.•••••••..•• · ....•••...•. · 

Randolph ..........•••..••.•••.•••..•...••..•......••.••••. , 
Range)('y, .....•..•...•••.........•..••. , •••... , .•••..••. 
Rangeley Plantation ....................................... . 
Raymond......... •• •• .. . . ...•••.•••.•....•.••••.....•••.. 
Readfield •......••.••••••••••••••...•.•••••••.•••......•.•. 
Reed Plantation ................•.•.•••.••••.•...• , ....•••. , , 
Richm(,r1d ........ , ........................................ . 
Ripley ........•••..••.•••..••..•..........•••..•..•••....•. 
Robbinston .........••.•...•••••••..••.•••.•••......•....... 
.i{ockland ..•.•..........•.•••..•......•••••••.•••...••••.•. 
Rockport •...•.•••..........•..................••.....•••. , 
Rome ..••...•.....•...•.•.•••..••••••........••••....••••• 
Boque Bluffs ............•.••••....•.••..................•.. , 
Roxbury ....•.....•.......•••.•.•......••.•••...•.•••..•.•• 
Rumford ................. , .. • . . • • • . . • . . • • • . . . . . , · ..•. , · · · ·, 

Saco. . .............•••..••...........•..••..••..•...... 
8aint Albans .....•.....•••..• , .••••.••..•.••••. · ••..•• ·• • · 
Saint Francis Plantation ................................... . 
8a.int George •...•..••••••.....•••...•..•..•............••.. 
Saint John Plantation ................................. , ..... . 
Salem .•............................••.....•••... · ..••..... , 
Sanford . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . • . • . • • • . . . . . . . . • • • • . • • • . . . . . 
Sangerville ............................................... . 
Scarbon,ugh .•......... , ....••••.•.•••..•..••...••.....•••.. 
Searsmont........ • • • • . . . . . . . ........••..••...•..•..•••.. 
Searsport .................................................. . 
Sebago ... _ ..•.....••.•••...•.....•...•••.... , ......•.•••.. 
t:iebec .........•••............................. "' ...•..•••.. 
Seboeis ................................................... . 
Sedgwick ........•.•••..•.••••.•••..•..................... 
Shapleigh .•••....••••................••••....••••....••••. 
Sherman •....................•••......................... 
Shirley ...........•••..••.•••.•••••••.....•••.•••.......... 
Sidney... . . . • • • . ......•••..•.••••..••.....•••......•.. 
Silver Ridge Plantation.... . . . . •.•............•.• , . . . . . ... . 
Skowheg~n ................................................. . 
Smithfield .•••.•••........••••....••••.•••....•.. , . , •.....•. 
Smyrna ...•.•..........••••.•.•••....•• • ·,. •• · • • • .... 
Solon. . .•.•••..••.............•...•••..•......•••..... 
Somerville.... . . . . .••.........••.••••....••••.....•••.•••.. 
South Berwick .•••.•••.•••.•••... - • • • . . . • • . • • • . . . ........ , 
Southport ................................................ . 
South Thomaston., . . . . . . • • . • • . . • • . . • . • . . • • . . • • . . . . • ....... . 
Springfield.. . . . . . . . • • • . . • . • • • • • • • • . . • • . ........••.......... 
Stacyville P}antation ..••••.•••......•...........•..•........ 
Standish .•.....••..•••..•• ,. ••..•..••••••......•••......... 

206
1 

686 
53 

3391 
12,013 

2151 

1641 
1,125 

412' 
256 

325 
253 

iHI 75 

~~~Ii 
313 

2,160 
701 
150 

61 
57 

298 

1, 764 
395 
l 7ti 
882 
118 

72 
1,467 

35\:J 
513 
338 
501 
132 
220 

21 
3(i4] 

2931 
324, 

88 
352 

58 
1,35\J 

141 
]06 
293 
181 

l, 125 
163 
517 
241 
91 

409 1 

$466 67 
1,554 04 

1'20 06 
767 97 

27,214. 06 
487 06 
371 52 

2,548 06 
933 33 
579 94 

736 26 
573 15 

49 84 
690 95-
625 25 
]69 91 

1,812 31 
355 67 
709 06 

4,893 23 
I ,588 04 

339 81 
138 18 
129 ]3 
675 08 

3,996 13 
894 83 
398 71 

1,998 07 
267 31 
163 11 

3,323 31 
813 28 

l,H,'2 14 
765 70 

I, 134 96 
5'25 57 
498 :-rn 

4 7 58 
824 tiO 
t,tl:i 75 
7;1:3 99 
1,rn 35 
797 42 
131 39 

3,078 66 
a19 42 
240 J3 
663 71> 
410 04 

2,548 56 
:169 26 

1,171 20 
545 96 
206 15 
926 58 
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Starks •• , ••••.•••.••.•.•.••..••••••• , , , • , , • , , .•••.....•.•.. , 
Stetson •..••••••••.•••••••.•• , ••••••••....••• , ...••.•••.•... 
Steuben .•.....•••.•• , •.••••• , ••••.••• •• ••..•..••• , •••..•... · 
Stockton Springs .•.••.•••. , •••..•..•.•••••.•••.... , •••.•.•.. ! 
Stoneham •••••••• , ..•.•• , •.... , , , , .•• , •••.•••....••• , .••.... 

~~~:~g·: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : . : : : : : : : : : ! 
~~~~e~~ .'.' ~ ~ .' .' .': .' .' : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : •• : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Surry ................................. ·· ••. ,., ...•.•.••..... i 
Swan's Island Plantation, •.• , ••..••••• , . , • , , •• • . , , , . • ·, ······I 
Swanville. . ....••.....•••••••.•••....•..•.•••.••. , , • • . • .•. · 
Sweden ...••...•.••••.•••••••.•••••••••••••.•..•.••...• , ... 

Talmage ................................................... . 
Temple ..•..•...•..•••••••.••.•••.••••...•..••.•.•••••.••..• 
The Forks Plantation ••••••••••....••••...•...•..•..•••.•••.. 
Thomaston .•••.•••.••••.•••.•••••••••.....•••..••....••... 
Thorndike ..••...•..•••••••••••.•.•.••••••..•...•.••....•... 
Topsfield ................................................... . 
Topsham •.•.........••.....••.•.••.•••..••.•••..•..•••...•.. 
Tremont .................. , •••••••..•.••••..••.•••...•••••.. 
Trenton ..••••.•• , ..• , .••.••••..•. , ..••.••. , ...•. , •.••.....• 
Trescott .•••••.•• , .•••.•••••••.....•••.....•••..•.••••••• , .. 
Troy ...••......•••....•••..••••••. .,, ..........•.•.•••.•••.. 
Turner ..•••••...••.•.....••••.....•••••.••.•...••...•••... 

Union ..................................................... . 
Unity .................................................... .. 
lfnity Plantation ..••••.••.••••....••••.•••••••.....•....••.. 
Upton ....•••.........•••..•.....••••••••. , ••••••. , , .. , . , .. 

Van Buren •...•...••.•...••..•........••...•.....•••••..••. 
Vanceboro .....•••....•.•.....••.•.•••.....••• , • , •.•••...... 
Vassal borough ............................................ . 
Veazie ....•••..•..•.•.•. , ••••..•.••••.••.•••.....••...•... 
Verona ....•..••....•.•••..•.••••.•••..•..•••....••••.•.•.. 
Vienna •. , .•••......• , ••••••••.•• , .•••.•••........••••••••.. 
Vinalhaven ........................................... ,. ... . 

Wade Plantation .......................................... . 
,vaite . . . . .....•..••••••••••.••••.•••••• ' •....•.......•.. 
Waldo .•.......•••..••.....•...••.•••••.•..••••••••..•..... 
Waldo borough........ • • • . • . • • ..•.•••••••••••.••.• , , •.•••.. 
Wales ....•••••••.....••...•....•••••..•.••••..••••••...... 
Wallagrass Plantation ......... , .................... · · · .. , , .. 
Wa.ltham ................................................. .. 
Warren ....••••••••••••••.•••.•••••••••••..•...•....•••••.. 
Washburn ..•......••••.•••••••.•••.•••••••..•••••.•.•..•.. 
,vashington ....•••..•..•......••••••••.•••••••..••...•...... 
W aterborough ........................................ • .. • .. 
Waterford ......•...• , .•••. , .•..•.•••..••.........•• , •.•••.. 
Waterville .•...•••..••.••..•.•...•.••••••••.••...• ·, ••...... 
Wayne •.......•••.•••.••••.••••••.....•••..••.••....••.... 
Webster ................................................... . 
Webster Plantation .•...•••.•.•.•.•..•.•...•••••••••• , •.••... 
Weld .•••........••••••••.•••••••••••••••.••..••.•...••••.. 
Wellington ........ , ........................................ . 

2381 

Hill 318 
354 
1221 
111 1 

2041 
412, 
2671 
331

1 

223 
227 
117 

54 
1191 
49 1 

9531 
210: 
1251 
425 1 

700: 
168 
205 
297 
554 

379 
293 

24 
86 

529 
3001 
6111 
16'2 

120!
1 

17 4 
905 

Hi 
811 

2281 
994 

144:· 280 
78 

656 
408 
375 
401 
280 

2,542 

2061 
272 

63 
290[ 
1901 

75 

$539 16 
342 07 
720 39 
801 91> 
276 38 
251 46 
462 14 
933 33 
604 86 
74-9 85 
505 19 
514 2& 
265 05 

122 33 
269 58 
111 01 

2,158 92 
475 73 
283 18 
962 79 

1,585 77 
380 58 
464 40 
672 82 

I, '.l55 02 

858 58 
663 76 

54 37 
194 82 

1, l!J8 39 
679 62 

1,384 15 
366 99 
271 85 
394 18 

2,050 17 

167 64 
183 f>O 
516 51 

2, 251 79 
326 22 
634 31 
176 70 

1,486 09 
924 27 
849 52 
908 41 
634 31 

5,758 61 
466 67 
616 l~ 
142 71 
656 96 
430 42 
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Wolls ..................................................... . 
Wesley .....•••..•...••............•.••.•••..•..•••.•••.••. 
West Hath ................................................ . 
Westbrook ....••..•...••••••••••.••• , •••.....• , •..•..•••.••. ,v cstfield Plantation. . ...•••......•......•••.. , ..•••.•••..•. 
,vest ForkR Plantation •..••••..•.••••.•••.....•••.•••.•.•.... 
\Vest Gardiner ...•••....••••......•......•••..••.••••. , •..•. 
,veston •..•..•••.•••..•..•••..••••••.......•••••.•••.••.••• 
;\V' est port ....•••..•...•...••.....•••...•.•..••••••.•••••. , , . 
,vhitefield ...•••.•••.•••.•••.....•••.•....•.•••...•..•••...• 
\Vhiting ................................................... . 

~~t~1~:~i~;;· ~:: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ! 
Willimantic .............................................. , . 
\Vilton .................. , •.•.• , •· • • · · .. · · • · · · • · •• •• · · .. · ·" 
Windham •...•••..........•....•.•••.••............•••.... 
,vindsor ..............•..•.•.•...•••.•••.•••.•••••••...•.•.. 
Winn .......................... ·•·· ........ ·••· ........... . 
,vinslow •.......•••.••••••..••.•••.•••••••.•••..••.••••••• 
Winterport, .......................................... ,, •.•• 
Winterville Plantation ...................................... . 
Winthrop .................................................. . 
Wiscasset ................................................. . 
Woodland .....•.........•••••••.........•••.•••••••••••.... 
,v oodstoc k ...•••••••.•••.••• , •••.. , , • , •, .• , • ·. · · • • • • ·, · · · • · · 
Woodville Plantation ...................................... . 
Woolwich .................................................. . 

Yarmouth ................................................... / 
York ................................................... .. 

"' .. 
~ 

0 
..c 
0 

[J'1 

659 
70 
88 

2,452 
63 
59 

227 
164 
155 
394 
151 
144 
59 

132 
485 
592 
2tll 
:no 
634 
609 

54 
421 
591 
3.52 
267 
88 

312 

568 
711 

$1,492 89 
158 58 
199 35 

5,.554 72 
14 2 71 
1:rn 66 
514 25 
371 52 
3,51 13 
892 56 
342 08 
326 22 
133 06 
299 03 

l,0!:18 70 
l,3H 10 

591 27 
838 20 

1 ,436 25 
1,379 62 

122 33 
953 73 

1,338 83 
797 42 
604 86 
199 35 
706 80 

l,286 T3 
1,610 69 
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RECAPITULATION BY COUNTIES. 

Counties. 

Androscoggin, ......•• , • , ••..••••...•.•.•.••••••••••.•...••. 
Aroostook ................................................. . 
Cumberland ..•••.•••••••.....•••..•.•...•••.••..•.•• , • , .•••• 
Frank1in .....••.....••••...•..•..•••.•••.....•••••..•• , .•.•• 
Hancock .................................................... . 
Kennebec ....••.•.•..•......•.•.••.. , •••.••...•.•••••••••••. 
Knox ....••.•.•.••••••••••••..•. ,,,,········ .••• ········,, .. 

~:1ltt:t:.:: ~:: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~:: ~ : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : I 
Pisce.taquis •.•..••••..•.....•.•• , •••...•• , , •• , • , , .•• , .•••• 
Sagadahoc., .•••.•••.•••......•.••••••••••••..•.••••.••••••• 
Somerset .•..••••....•...••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••. 
Waldo ..••••••••••••••••••••••••....••••..•..•••.••••••••••• 
W a~hington. , • • • • •••••••••••••••••.•..••• , •••••••.•. , , , .•• , 
York •..•.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

77 

15,906 $36,033 21 
19,728 44,691 50· 
29,261 66,287 42 
5, 193 11,764 14 

12,679 28,72i 81 
16,152 36,590 50 

9,572 21,684 26 
6,952 15, 748 95 
9,443 21,392 OS 

21, 244 48, 1'!5 83 
4,739 10,735 66 
6,021 lS,639 89 
9,962 22,567 76 
8,675 19,652 22 

16,703 37,838 72 
18,410 41,705 72 

210,640 $477, 180 62 
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FRB~E HIGH SCHOOL STATISTICS. 

Town 1. Districts. 

I I 
Abbot ........•..•••..••.•••......•. 
Acton .....•...•.•••.....•••.•••.••• 
Addison ....•..••.••........•........ 
Albion .•...•.............•.•..••.... 
Alfred... . . . . •. . . . . . ............. . 
Anson .•.........•. No. l. ......... . 
Ashland ...••..••.••.......••..•..... 
Atkinson .• ~. . . • • . . . . l'.•fo. 5 ..•..•..••• 
Atkinson ............ No. 6 .......... . 
Auburn ............................ . 
Augusta............ . .•...•.•••.... 
Avon .....••.•••..•• No. 8 . . . ...•• 
Bangor ........................... .. 
Ba.th....... . ..•••...•.....•••.... 
Barring ...•......•••......••........ 
*Belfa.1t . . . . . • • • . • • • . ........••.. • • 
Benton............. . •...•• · .••.... 
Berwick ............ Sullivan Dist ... . 
Biddeford. . . . . • • . . . . . .•..........••• 

1

. 

Blaine.............. . .....•........ 
*Incomplete, annual return not maqe. 

------· ~----

RETURNS FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE lsT, 1891. 

M 
CD ..., 
A 
::I 
0 

8 
al • 
CD't:I 

- CD O't:! 
..<:I A 

~~ 

$197 50 
400 00 
276 00 
297 50 
578 00 

1200 00 
128 00 
130 00 
89 00 

4611i 98 
3560 71 

80 00 
4655 74 
8700 00 

140 00 
680 00 
237 50 
636 00 

3700 00 
100 00 

i,,.. 
.Q 

1L. 
"C Q ·>·.s 
O r.n 

~~ .. ... 
Ao 
::Id 
0 ~ 
8 0 ....::..., 

$125 00 
200 00 
200 00 
200 00 
250 00 
379 00 

64 00 
65 00 1 

43 00 
4000 00 
4500 00 

40 00 
4530 00 
4061 00 

140 00 

1000 001 
250 00 

~50 001 
1000 oo 

50 00 

~ 
ce 
w 
8 
8 ..... 
..... I>-, 
A'" 
::I ::I 
0"' 

8 ~ 
<:: .!:: 

.... 
0 .. 
CD 

..0 

8 
::I 
A 

~~ 
o..!<I 

..<:I CD 

::d 
r 

$98 75 17 
200 00 33 
135 'l5 24 
147 00 20 
250 uo 32 
250 00 31 

54 00 8 
65 00 10 
43 75 IO 

250 00 36 
250 oe 36 

40 00 10 
2'>0 00 36 
25(1 00 36 
68 37 14 
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22 25 1, 25 18, 18 5 - - 7 
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Boothba7 .....•••.•. ........ ·····••.!' 508 75 250 00 249 17] 33 113 941 112: 1111 95 :~1 60 1 17 45' 30 2 
Boothba.y Harbor .•••. ................ 375 OU 250 00 185 50 31 90 2s - I 18 13 15 15 - 15 isl 5 
Bowdoinham .••••••• . . . . . . " . ~ . . . . ... 750 00 500 00 250 00 36 121 3~· 16: 17 12 8 14 - 19 141 9 4 I 13[ Bradford ••....•••••• ................. 231 00 55 00 115 50 20 42 23 2s: 27 19 10' 8 1 8 11 
Bradley ..•...••••••• ................... 212 50 130 00 106 25 10 36 29 36 36 36 361 H - 6 3i 9 
Brewer •..••.•••..•. ................ 996 00 1000 00 250 00 36 58 52 58 6 - 30 5 22 36' - 2 = Bridgewater , ....•.•. ................. 243 00 150 00 121 50 18 39 27 35 33 32 2'> 15 14 10[ 12 5 
Bridgton .•••.•••.••• ................ 132! 00 1100 00 250 00 36 55 50 55 8 11 - 34 13 20 26 6 4 
Bristol ..••••..••.•. ................ 320 50 350 00 l6i 50 10 107 100 107 78 58 65 29 3 12 41 32 2 
Brooklin ••....••..•. .................. 400 00 200 00 200 00 2i 80 35 60 80 60 751 36 - 6 6 2f>I 40 4 
Brooks .•.•••.•••..•. ................ 340 00 150 00 170 00 20 105 95 93 105 35 70 8 -

251 
- 6 

Brownville ....•••.•• ................. 285 00 150 00 142 50 20 38 2tl 31 26, 30 141 15 13 6 13 5 
Brunswick ....••..•. ............... 1380 00 600 001 250 0() 31.i 109 99 - 11 9

1 

34 - 70 11 17 7'1 23 2 
Buckfield ........... . . . .. . . . . ... ~ ... 350 00 175 00 175 00 10 76 66 48 55 46 32

1 

IO 2 2 5 10 - 3 
Bucksport .....•.... No. 1. .......... 1861 99 586 00 250 00 3'.-J 5:J 48 - 16 4 - 7 14 2 45 26 9 f, 
Burnham ............ No. IO .•...•..•• liO 00 70 001 70 00 10 37 29 35 32 20 151 12 - - 2 4 2 3 
Buxton ...••.•••..•. . . . . . . . . . ~ . .. .. ... 532 00 800 001 2,'iO 00 36 58 50 - 20 20 _ 151 _20 10 12 15 15 8 8 Iii-Calais ...•••.....••• .................. 1700 00 1000 001 250 00 36 90 80 - - 85 35 40 60 1-d 
Camden •.....•••.••. Megunticook Dist1 817 50 250 00 30[ 651 50 65 30 27 40 35 10 1-d 600 00, 26 261 - - t'!J Canton .•........... No. 2 ....••..••• 206 00 115 oo[ 103 00 :z1 831 72 37 621 28 20: 10 - - - 14 - 1 z Canton .•......••.... No. 8 .......... 85 00 43 00 42 50 14 13 10 12 5! 6 1 10' t, 
Cape Elizabeth ...... ........ . " . ~ ... 1450 00 1500 oor !50 00 33 88 85 54 1.51 20! - 451 36 14 34 37 - 2 >--1 

Caribou ..•••.•••... ................. 816 66 1200 00 250 00 35 134 88 125 90i 701 75 451 30 10 75 50 15 35 ~ 
Castine •.•••.•.•.••• ................. 475 00 325 00 2i7 50 

331 27 25 - 10

1 

_ I _ 15
1 

26 _ 26 26 
Carmel. •.....•••.••• No. 3 ........... 125 00 125 00 62 50 10 26 20 20 24 21 15 rn; 4 - II 3 4. 
Casco •...••.... , ..• No. 6 ....••..••• 120 00 63 00 60 00 101 29 

22 25 "I "I 27 12, - - - 6 1 5 
Castle II ill .......... .................. 100 00 50 00 50 00 

:zl 
35 28 35 351 22 20 151 - - 3 7 17 5 

Charleston . • •••.. , • No. 10 .•..••..•. 279 40 120 00 119 65 42 35 35 34 35 8 14 5 - 6 25 14 10 
Cherryfield. • . . • . . .. .................... 1165 00 554 00 250 00 36 92 87 29 291 361 20! 29\ 23 7 26 39 14 10 
China ...••••••••.••• No. 4 ........... 485 00 217 00 152 24 

201 44 ., " ,.

1 

.. 

1 

u ,
1 

_ 12 1, 7 11 
China ..•..••..••.•. No. 13 & 14 •... 252 00 126 00 S7 To 24 24 22 20 18 17 15 - - 12 14 13 3 
Clinton •.•••.•••..•. ................. 527 00 300 00 250 00 341 179 60 145 170 105 72 5 2 - - - 22 26 8 
Columbia Falls .....•• .................. 207 00 125 00 94 00 12

1 

37 32 s1 29 20 - - I 2 2 10 7 7 1 
Cornish •.•.•..••.... ........ ········ 909 66 500 00 250 00 321 65 " _ 1111 - - I 1• a , 37 - 7 
Corinna .••••...•.... ................. 350 00 150 00 175 00 18 52 43 42 52 47 10 8 7 - - 2 - 12 
Cumberland.. . ••.•.. ' . . .. ~ . . . .. . . . . ... 1221 50 1200 00 250 00 32 76 62 55 47 19 9 7' 13 - 38 47 6 3 
Danforth .•...••..••• ......... ········ 396 00 400 00 200 00 11 64 ··1 20 ··1 " 16 "i ·\ - 21 

17 28 13 
Damariscotta .••••••. ................. 150 00 76 00 75 00 13 15 13 IO 15 10 IO 6 

00 J)eering .•••. , ••••••••••••••••••• , .... 1780 00 2000 00 250 00 33 116 106 - - 18 50 - 78 24 94 80 25 ~ 



RETURNS FOR THE YEAR ENDING JuNE lsT, 1891-Continued. 

Towns. Districts. 

Deer Isle .....•.•..•. \No. 6 •...•••.... 
Deer Iele . • • • . . ....• No. 13 .......••• 
Deer Isle .•...•••..•. No. 14 ...•••.... 
Dennysville.. . • • • . . . . .....••..•...•• 
Dexter .•..........................•. 
Dixfield. . . . . . . . • . . No. 1 •...•....•. 
Dixmont ..•......... No. 8 .......... . 
Dover............... . . , ...... , · ·· · · 
Dyer Brook, ....•.... No. 2 •....••..•. 
Easton ............................ .. 
Eastport .....•••..•....•......••..•. 
Eden .....••..••.......•.•.•..••... 
Edgecomb ..•.................•••.... 
Edmunds .•.....•......•........•..•. 
Ellsworth •...........••............ 
East Livermore.. . . . . . . • • . ......... . 
East Machias ........ Viii Dist. ..•.... 
Etna .•........••.••. ··· · ··•• ···· ·· ·· 
Exeter.............. . ............•. 
Fairfield ......••..•..•••....•••.... 
Farmingdale........ . ............. . 
Farmington,. . . • • . . • . . .......•••.... 
Fayette .•.•••......••.•••...•...•.... 
Foxcroft .•..••••.........•••.•••.••• 
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Franklin ........... , ·I···· · · · · · .. · · .. · 
Freedom ...•..•..•.• 1No. 9 •........•. 
Freeman .......... ·· !No. l ......... . 
}j'reeport .......••.... 

1

.... . . . . . .... . 

Frenchville .. . . • • . . . . . .............•. 
Ft. Jj'airfield. . . • . . . . . . .....••.....••. 
Garland ........................... . 
Gardiner........ .• . . . ..••••........ 
Glenwood Pl •..••... · I· ............. . 
Gorham •..........•• , ..••.•••...•... 
Gray .•...•••........ 1 ..•. ···· ···• ···· 

<lreenville .......... · [ .............. . 
Guilford ......••..•• , · · · .. · · · · · · · · · · 
Hampden ............ :Nos 7 & 8 .•••. 
Hampden •...•••.... !No. 12 ...•••.... 
Hallowell ••........ · I · .............. . 

Hancock ..•....••..•• : No. 3 •.......... 
Harmony . . . . . • . .•• I •••••••••••••••• 
Harrington ........•• I •• • • .•••.•••. · • · 
Hartfo«'d .•.•......•. I •••••••••••••••• 

~~~::~~·.:: ·.: :: :: : : j:::: ::: : :: :: :: :: 
Islesboro ..•.......• • I .•••••••..••.... 
Jackson ............ · [No. I .......... . 
Jackson ... ; ...•••....• No. 4 •.......••• 
Jay ..•....••...•......••..••........ 
Jonesboro'. . . . . . • . . • • . . • • . . . . • • • . 
Kennebunk.. . . . . . . . No. 5 •...•••.••. 
Kennebunk ......... 1No. 9 •..•••••. 
.Kingfield ............ I .. . . . ......... . 
Kittery •........••••..••.•••....... 
La.moine ............ i ••••••••••••••• 

Lebanon ••••••••.••. I .••.•••.....••. 

Lewiston •.......•.. ·I· .............. . 
Levant.......... . . . . . .....•..••.... 
Liberty ...••...... ··1No. 2 ...•••••••• 
Liberty ............•• No. 6 •.•.••••••• 
Limerick •....•••..•......•••......•• 
Linneus .......................... . 

170 00 
125 00 
100 00 

1124 00 
300 ()0 

500 oo 
125 uo 

3150 00 
93 611' 

1266 OU 
500 001 
487 50 
310 00 
12,) 00 
102 50 

1658 00 
165 00 
130 Ou 
400 OU 
125 00 
135 20 
750 OU 
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8,j 00 
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106 OU 

1426 6C 
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100 00 
579 17 
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750 00 

4500 00 
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650 00 
168 00 
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3 ! 
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25 1 
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188 1 
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21 
35 
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14 
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27 
33 
48 
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27 
35 
18 
12 
40 

29 
7 

15 
24 
37 
lb 
34 

13 
133 
31 
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16 18 32 
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24 
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30 
17 
26 
22 
49 
39 
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22 
24 
15 
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40 
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RETURNS FOR THE YEAR ENDING JuNE lsT, 1891-Continued. 

Towns. Districts. 

Lisbon .........•••.•••.•••......•. ,· 
Litchfield.. . • • • • . . . .....•.••••••• 
Littleton . • • • . • • • . . . . No. 2. . . . . . . • .• 
Livermore... . . . . . • . . . ...•••.••• " 
Lubec ....•••.....••...•...•.•••..•. 
Machias •........••••..••.....•••.... 
Machiasport. . . . . . . . . . . . . •......•. 
Madison......... . . • . •••..••......•. 
Manchester.. . . . . . • • • . . . . .•......•. 
Mars Hill ....•••.•••...•..•...•..... 
Mattawamkeag.. . . . . • ........... . 
Medway . •. •••• .. •. . .......•••..•. 
Milbridge .....••......••.•.•.....••• 
Milo .•...•••..••.........•••..•..•. 
.Minot ...••••..••...................• 
Monmouth .....•.•••.....•••..••.... 
Monroe ............................ . 
J\,lonson ......•••.....•••..........•. 
Morrill •.•••..••.... No. 1 •.....•... 
1\-It. Desert ......................... . 
Mt. Vernon •...•..••..••..••.•••••.• 
Newburg .•...••.... No. 3 •.•.••..••• 
Newcastle ...•••..••• No. 1. . . . • ..••. 
Newfield .•••••••..••.•••••••..•••••• 

M 
0 
~ 

i:: 
:::s 
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PROOEEDINGS 

OF 

MAINE PEDAGOGICAL SocIETY. 

TWELFTH ANNUAL MEETING. 

THUHSDAY EVENING f\ESSION. 

At 7 .30 o'clock on the evening of Thursday, January 1st, nearly 
five hundred of the representative teachers and educators of Maine 
assembled in Reception Hall, city building, Portland, for the 
opening session of the annual meeting of the State Pedagogical 
Society. 

The meeting was called to order by President Sampson who at 
once introduced Judge J. W. Simonds of Portland who delivered the 
following 

ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 

By authority of the mayor of the city, who could not be present 
to-night, I have the honor to extend the official welcome of Portland 
to this society of the teachers of Maine, at the opening of its twelfth 
annual meeting. 

At the same time it may almost be said, that whatever pertains to 
public instruction and education, or any learned body which repre
sents it, is too much at home in a New England city to need any 
formal words of welcome, or even to render them appropriate. The 
New England school and the New England town are too well 
acquainted with each other, they have known each other too long, 
for either of them to assume many airs in the presence of the other. 



'92 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

They landed on these shores together. The soil and the air belong 
to one as much as to the other. They were playmates together, in 
· the old times, when the margin between the wilderness and the 
sea shore was a danger.:>usly na:row one. They have always cher
ished the common memories of childhood. and have never parted 
·company. The table was never spread in a New England munici-
pality without a seat for its inseparable companion, the school, by 
the board and the fireside. Its presence was never the stranger's 
presence, to be greeted with hospitality ; it was "to the manner 
born," and needed no authority but its own, no welcome but that 
which it brought with itsdf. The freedom of the city belonged to 

it, not as to the guest, the distinguished visitor, by formal courtesy; 
but by original right, as to one born within the city gates, claiming 
its rightful inheritance, the special and exclusive privileges con
ferred upon it by constitution and charter. 

In our history there was never a time, I believe, when the educa
tional interests of the State held any secondary place. They were 
always among those of the first importance. The love of learning 
grew in New England as the common flower by the cottage door, in 
the sun and rain; and often most lovingly and most luxuriantly by 
the humblest home. The school, the academy, the library, the col
lege, all the institutions of learning, rest here I might almost say 
upon the same foundations, at least upon foundations as old, as 
those which support the chu:ch. The early New England theology 
may not always have been wholly consistent with itself, but in its 
essential spirit-whether this is true of its creed or in all instances 
of its practice, or not-in its spirit it loved liberty and had faith in 
the freedom of the human mind. It had no fear of popular intelli
gence or the learning of the schools. It did not shun the light. 

It is a Swiss saying that ' 1The church and the school may well be 
placed side by side; they are two fingers of God's hand.'' There is 
a simple, perhaps almost a crude, literalism in that, but at the same 
time in its own way, simple or crude, it expresses something of the 
·Apirit of the history of New England, as of that older confederacy 
which has held its home among the mountains against Roman inva
sion, middle age turbulence and barbarism, and the vast armies and 
more dangerous diplomacy of modern Europe. 

Even the brief reference to the past which I have made, is enough 
to remind us how much more difficult and complex are the educa
tional problems of our day than those of a century, or even a genera-
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tion, ago; with what startling rapidity all social conditions have 
changed or are changing in this country; how different are the 
phases society has assumed within a comparatively brief period, and 
how new are many of the questions proposed to those who are 
laboring to advance the social welfare. 

How to preserve in the minds of those who are to succeed us the 
purity and simplicity of republican ideas and modes of life, with 

wealth rolling in upon tbe country as upon ancient Rome, with the 
same vast inequalities in its distribution, with the splendor of mate

rial interests and the tendency t,o luxury and corruption which it 

implies; how to keep in the minds of the new generation, the old 
ideals of life, the old landmarks of faith and hope, or with what to 
replace them, in the midst of the sudden and vast accession to our 

knowledge of the material world, and the radical changes of specu
lative thought which it involves; how to maintain, with the present 
affluence of all educational resources and facilities, that love of 
learning, and hunger for knowlege, which sent the sons and the 

grandsons of the men who first broke the stubborn soil of l\laine 

miles away through the woods for a few terms at the distant 

academy, and which enabled them to accomplish so much with 

opportunities and advantages so meagre; in the midst of the uni

formity of process, and elaborate methods, and almost perfect finish 
of the product of modern schools, to give as free range as the old 

schools did to the movement of individual peculiarity and capacity, 
to loose from the common sta,ndard those to whom it should not 
apply,-not fret them by an unequal yoke; not hurry too much 
those whose natural pace is slow and who by and by may be all the 
stronger for that, nor on the other hand fetter nor impede the steps 

of genius, nor put Pegasus in pound as an estrny, after the manner 
of tlie wise men of the village in Longfellow's poem ;-it is easy to 
suggest problems like tuese wliieh life after life may be expended in 
working out to their true solution. 

Here whatever affects the interests of the schools, or their useful

ness for the future, in little things and in large, may be freely 

discussed. From this centre of educational influence for the State, 

may the light stream through all its borders. 

President Sampson replied appropriately to the address, and then 

introduced Miss Louise M. Callahan of Lewiston. Miss Callahan 
recited the poem, ''How Salvat;or Won." Pedagogues are supposed 
to frown upon horse racing ; but we suspect that not a few of those 
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who heard Miss Callahan's spirited and really excellent rendering of 
that piece wiil take an early opportunity to see a race. 

The second address of the evening was delivered by Mr. A. W. 
Edson of Worcester, agent of the Massachusetts State B'.)ard of 
Education. His subject was 

THE Il\fPIWVE)IENT OF OUR PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM. 

He favored the substitution of the town for the district system, 
better school houses with better appliances, employment of trained 
teachers, skilled supervision, especially in the country schools and 
a better a::laptation of the school to the needs of the child s@ that 
all the faculties of the mind may be developed harmoniously. The 
kindergarten and the teaching of drawing, music, cooking, manual 
work, etc., were commended in this connection. Mr. Edson then 
proceeded to describe 

THE THREE FACTORS 

of greatest importance in the management of sehools: 
The three factors that control the management of the schools 

and are thus responsible for their condition, are the people, the 
school committee and the teachers. Upon each in a large measure 
depends their future progress. The public pulse should be quick
ened. The people shouid know from personal observation what the 
schools are doing and then their criticisms if offered will be well 
founded and valuable. The people should visit I he sehools fre
quently and during regular school houre. These visits will prove 
an inspiration to the pupils, an encouragement to the good teacher 
and a spur to the poor teacher. They should examine into all dif
ferences between pupils and teachers and support the teacher in 
proper management. Critical comment of the teacher by parents 
is always disastrous to pupils. They should insist upon promptness 
and regularity on the p~rt of their children, if they expect good 
work. They should thoroughly agitate all public school questions. 
A measure so vital, so personal, so well founded on broad and states
manlike principles, so necessary to the intellectual and moral welfare 
of the people, will al ways bear the closest investigation and sharpest 
criticism. Like a diamond it will shine all the brighter for the rub
bing. They should approve a liberal appropriation for the support 
of the schools. There are some things which do more than a low 
tax rate to make a place attractive to settlers and investors, chief 
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among which are good schools. They should see that all school 
interests are kept free from politics. When party faction enters 
into school questions, an unbiased judgment is out of the question. 

They should select the very best men and women for members of 
the school committee ; men and women who appreciate the differ
ence between a good and a poor school ; who are willing to make 
great sacrifices for the good of the schools, who have a good stiff 
backbone which will enable them to do the ri~ht thing irrespective 
of personal and political influences. A school committee has 
more to do in shaping the present and future life of any place than 
all the other town officers combined. Ladies should be represented 
on every school committee. Again, the people should demand 
skilled supervision. This means that at the head of the school sys
tem in any town or city, there shall be an expert critic teacher, a 
deep student of the science and art of teaching, one who understands 
thoroughly the principles involved in good teaching and can detect, 
at a glance, when any of these principles are being violated. Such 
a man can do infinitely more for the schools in training teachers, than 
can any committee individually or collectively. 

THE SCHOOL COl\IMITTEE. 

The second factor in advancing the school interests is the school 
committee. In this body is vested by law the whole management of 
the schools. It is their business to see that suitable buildings are 
provided, properly heated, lighted and ventilated, with special atten
tion given to the sanitary arrangements, and to see that an abundant 
supply of good books, apparatus, etc., is provided. The committee 
have the responsible and delicate duty of selecting the teachers, and 
thus directly making the schools what they are. Here the wisest 
wisdom and most careful care should be exercised as the teacher for 
years is sure to leave an impress of her intellectual life and moral 
nature upon hundreds of children, an impress which time and home 
influences can never erase. The pressure often brought to bear upon 
a school committee by friends of certain candidates is simply 
demoralizing. 

No protest can be too vigorous against those many influences, per
sonal, social or political, that are brought to bear to shape school 
interest. Because this candidate lives in our vicinity, even in our 
family, is a member of our church, has influential friends, or depend
ent relatives in straitened circumstances, is no reason whatever why 
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she should be selected to teach and train, give a mental and moral 
bias to the many children deserving the best of instruction-the best 
none too good. Any town or city makes a mistake in selecting all 
its teachers from "home talent." In this case the teachers are apt 
to move in small circles; not likely to see much better work than 
their own; to teach as they were taught years ago. Any place is 
the gainer by taking, at least twenty-five per cent of its teaching 
force from outside its limits. New blood is invigorating and healthy. 
Again the committee should act fearlessly and decisively in removing 
a poor teacher when occasion requires. A tenure of office which 
secures a teacher her position irrespective of her efficiency or moral 
influence, may be .a curse to any community. And again, the com
mittee should introduce into the school curriculum from time to time 
wllatever promises to be of eduoational value. There are and always 
will be advancing ideas on what constitutes a public school educa· 
tion. Our schools, the course of study, the education offered, 
should grow with the growth of thought. 

THE TEACHER. 

The third factor in school improvement is the teacher. vVe are 
beginning to realize as never before that teaching is a profession-a 
life business. Certainly there are as many people engaged in teach
ing as in the three leading professions combined-people as cultured, 
as scholarly, as consecrated as in any other field of labor. ,vhat is 
true of the part should be true of the whole. Hardly would a stu
dent to-day think of entering the profession of law, medicine or the
ology without taking a special preparatory course; no sooner should ,_ 
he think of presenting himself for a teacher's position until he had 
first thoroughly prepared himself for the v:-ork. Not until the 
teachers as a body are united in an earnest support of all agencies 
for advancing the standard of admission to their profession, not 
until they dema:id the removal of poor and advancement of good 
teachers, nor until they recognize the fact that there is always room 
for improvement, however so long they continue in the service, have 
they the right to claim that teaching is a profession. In many ways 
teachers can cultivate a professional spirit,-by thought and study ; 
by reading educational books and journals; by school visitation; by 
attending institutes, conventions and summer schools. Teachers 
also have it in their power to cultivate a healthy educational senti-
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ment in any community. With a little tact and perseverance they 
can get the people into the schools and enlist their hearty sympathy 
and co-operation. 

Thus the people, the committee and the teachers, working together, 
each doing its part fully and cheerfully, may advance the school 
interests in the near future to a standard as yet hut dimly realized. 

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION, 

Tbe Jrst business on Friday morning was the selection of Prineipal 

M. H. Small of Norway as secretary pro tern., l\fr. H. 1\1 Esta
brooke of Orono being unable to attend the meeting. 

In the absence of Principal H. J. Tatterson of Biddeford, Levi 
Turner, Jr., formerly superintendent at Rockland, now a practicing 
attorney in Portland, opened the discussion of the need of 

UXGRADED SCHOOLS IN" CI'l'IES. 

Mr. Turner confined himself entirely to the disciplinary and moral 
value of such schools. He said that in many instances the teacher 
was obliged to consume much time and her best force and energies 
in watching and disciplining one or two incorrigibles, but for whom 
her control of the room would be perfect and her entire strength 
left free to be employed. in legitimate teaching. By sending vicious 
pupils of this kind to the miscellaneous school the most of the 
harmful dements might be diminated from all the rooms of tho city. 
In the second place tlle certainty of being transferred to the miscel
laneous school for persistent misconduct would operate like a veritable 
sword of Damocles and be potent in its moral effect and influence. 
Again, pupils of gross and immoral tendencies could be effectually 
segrrgated from those upon whom their influem:e would be most 
pernicious, for brilliaut boys of vile habits and obscene language 
always have more followers and imitators than the virtuous and 
good. There always seems to be a subtile gravity that cooperates 
and assists in the reduction of human nature from higher moral 
planes to klwer ones, while a movement in the opposite direction 
requires the most powerful jackscrews known to the moralist's art. 
Thus the quondam disciples of total depravity were not entirely 
without foundation for the faith that was in them. The principal 
of such a school should be fa first-class disciplinarian, for every boy 

should 1earn as early as possible that there is an authority superior 

7 
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to his own simple will,-not that a boy's spirit should be crushed or 

his individuality and self-assertion killed out, but that he should 

early learn respect for the wholesome restraints of society and 
government. Yet the teacher's character and habits and his bear

ing toward his pupils should be such as to command the respect and 

be worthy of imitation by those under his charge. 

Principal Corthell of Gorham thought that if such an ungraded 
schcol were made a place of punishment, it would fail to reach just 

the class of boys for whom it should do the greatest good. There 

is an imperative need for an ungraded school in every city where a 

portion of the boys have to work during a good part of the year, 

but wish to attend school for the balance of the time, when if not 
in school they will spend their time on the streets or worse. They 
enter the regular schools but are unable to keep the place among 

those of their own age and so they have to enter lower grades. 

They become poor scholars because they are out of place and feel 
it. For such pupils an ungraded school should be provided with as 
good a teacher as can be found. He should be a good disciplinarian. 
able to command the respect of his pupils, and show them that it is 

not how much they learn but the training they get. 

Dr. J. vV. Wood, principal of the East Corinth Academy, was 
next introduced, and read the following able· paper on 

WHAT IS THE MATTE I{ WITH THE TEACHERS OF ENGLISH 

GRAMMAR? 

''Tain't no use to study grammar.'' 
Since this subject was assigned to me I have listened to 

grammar recitations conducted by different teachers, in .different 
grades, and in different towns. And it may be as well to say at 
once that the uncomplimentary allusions to be made to those recita
tions are not criticisms on the teachers but criticisms on the work 
they are required to do. For I enter upon this diseussion an uncom
promising enemy of grammar. 

The examples of grammar work to be used are presumed to be 
such as every teacher of grammar is familiar with. One class to 
which I listened took up the following sentence: The river over
flowed its banks. The pupil said '·River is the object about which 
we are thinking, therefore it is the subject. Overflowed its banks 

tells something about the ohject represented by the subject, there-
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fore it is the predicate." In another sentence occurred the word 

.science which the teacher tried to make the pupil call a noun. She 

said, '·Don't :you know that science is the came of something.'' 
The pupil answered, "No." Notice what this work of grammar is. 

A sentence is broken into two parts, called subject and predicate, 
and then into separate words and the word,s are classified into nouns, 

verbs, &c.-that is, if any one can tell what is the verb. Grammar, 
then, is a science, the science of dissecting sentences and classifying 

words. 
More than that, grammar is a fictitious scienca. In an~th~r reci

tation I beard this: '' Hope is any one of a number of objects of 

the same class or kind, therefore it is a common noun." Think of 
telling a bright earnest boy that hope is a common noun! I defy 
any teacher of grammar to make such a definition of hope, of class, of 
.common noun, as will make this classification of the word hope 
intelligible and profitable to the average adult, say nothing of a boy 

of fourteen. At another time a pupil said he couldn't see how 
_yesterday could be an object. I was glad he couldn't. I insist, 

then, ihat grammar is a fktitious science. 

IL is fictitious anJ as a natural result it is disputatious. You are 

:all familiar with the fact that the books do not agree and the teachers 

do not agree as to the classification of particular words or particular 

groups of words. I once visited a school (not this winter but several 
)'ears ago, so that I have bad time to recover from the shock) where the 
teacher show-ed me the work for the day and, pointing out a pa.i'ticular 
word, asked me what I would call it. I looked at it a moment and 
said, "I think I should call it a conjunction,'' I wish I could give 
JOU the tone with whicll she said, "It is an adverb!" This is given 
as an example of disputatiousness; but, bless you, there was no 

dispute. I couldn't dispute. That tone silenced me. 
Not only is grammar a science, fictit10us, disputatious; it is a 

narrowing science. Notice that it deals with words and not with 
ideas. It cuts up 1-entences into parts and breaks up those parts 

into words and clas~ifies those words. vVe might use here tbt> lan
guage of the great poet. You remember when old P,,I >11inR comes 

in and finds Hamlet reading, be says, '' What do you read, my l()rd ?" 
Hamlet replies, ,,,vords, words, words." S'.) if you go io1,, a 

grammar recitation and ask, ''\Vhat are you at work on here?" the 
answer should be, "Words, words, words." Grammar is a narrow

ing science. 
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Again, not only is grammar a fictitious, a disputatious, a narrow
ing science; it is quite unpedagogical, -and for two reasons. 
First, it is unpedagogical, because it is so largely occupied with defini
tions. To require a pupil to learn definitions is to begin at the 
wrong end. I heard a class reciting defi[litions-of Person, Num
ber, Case. They were giving those rules for the formation of the 
plural. Did you know that some words form their plurals by adding 

s and some by adding es? Some plurals end in os and some in oes. 

Some change a final y into ies, and some - don't. While some 
words, God bless the mark, are irregular in the formation of their 
plurals ! Did you ever hear of it? The plural of man is not mans,. 
but men; the plural of sheep is not sheeps, it is sheep ! One poor 
little victim of this method of teaching English was asked to give 
that metaphysical definition of number: Number is the-something 
or other-by which we distinguish one from more than one. ·well 
he couldn't remember it any better than I can to-clay. So he 
hesitated and blundered over it a while ancl finally said, "Number 

is-is singular and plural.'' I ventured to s:=ty to the teacher that I 
thought the boy's definition the better of the two. Ttiis learning of 
rules and definitions is, I repeat, beginning at the wrong end. 
Rather should we begin with the details of a subject, and when these 
become familiar the definitions will take care of themselves. For 
notice what definition means. It means marking out the limits. 
And when we teach _the child these definitions in grammar, worded 
in language so abstract and unusnal that even an at~ult would not 
understand them, we are marking out the limits before we have 
anything to include in those limits. 

Second, grammar is unpedagogical because it deals with detached 
sentences. What more unattractive conglomeration of printed 
matter than that paragraph of unconnected sentences which takes so 
large a place in our grammars. These sentences are not thought; 

they are only bits cut away from a thought for convenience in dis
section. They are no more fit for the study of language than the 
dry brush-heap by the side of the road i"B fit for the study of botany. 
They violate two fundamental principals of literary art-unity. and 
continuity. They are not fit for the study of language because 
they cannot properly be called language. They are not fit to 
presellt to the mind of the pupil, because they distract the attention 
with a confused partial image of one thought abruptly ex<.:hangerl 
for a confused partial image of another thought. 
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Grammar· is unpedagogical, then, because it deals so largely with 
definitions and detached sentences. 

One thing more. I find that the first school grammar was pub
lished about the beginning of the Christian Era. It was u grammar 
of the Latin language, and for any thing that I know it has been in 
the schools ever since. Notice, it was a grammar of the Latin 
language, and that is what the grammar we are studying to-day is. 
That is, we have taken over that Latin grammar and applied it to 
our English language, a language quite different from the Latin. 
When I asked my beautiful friend Alice what she remembere<l of 
her instruction in grammar, she answered very promptly, HI love, 

you love, he loves). we love, you love, they love." That paradigm 
was evidently drawn up in imitation of the Latin. Notice the 
difference. In those six English forms there is but one change, the 
verb remains the same in five forms out of the six. Recall the Latin 
amo, amas, amat; amamus, amatis, amant. That is, we have a 
different word for each of the six different forms. Further, while 
we have in English exactly the same word, love, for noun and verb; 
in Latin the noun has a different form, amor. These are simple 
illustrations of the fact with which you are all familiar, that Latin is 
a language of terminations, a grammar language, while English is 
not a grammar language, does not depend on terminations. The 
big~er an English grammar, the more is it an application of Latin 
grammar to the English language; and the more the Latin arrange
ment is ab::i.ndoned, the smaller the grammar. So that the pages of 
paradigm that we were obliged to learn have given place to a book 
scarcely half an inch thick. The attempt to cut up and pigeon-hole 
the English language in order to give it the regularity of the Latin 
f:.hows a failure to appreciate the fundamental difference between 
the two languages-between Latin, the grammar language and Eng
lish, the grammarless language. All this work of the grammarians 
is putting on the English something that does not belong to the 
English. Grammar L~ a borrowed science. It is a borrowed, a fic
titious, a disputatious, a narrowing, above all an unpedagogical, 

science. 
·why is this borrowed, fictitious, disputation~, narrowing, unped

aµ, gical scirnce in our scbools? Take the purpose usually stated
that it teacle~ the correct use of English, or as a teacher of gram
mar answered me, "It learns the scholar to talk properly." In one 
of the recitations to which I listened this fall a poor little fellow dis-
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posed of a word as the object of the pronoun I. One of his class

mates with great grammatic eagerness raised his liand and when 

allowed to speak said, ··A pronoun don't have no object." That's-

1.tow grammar learns the scholar to talk properly! 

But supposing grammar to be a good sound science, which it is 

not, and supposing the attainment of correctness in English to be a 

worthy purpose, I insist that the study of grammar is totalls unfit 
for that purpose. For this reason. Grammar is a science; the use 
of Englifih is an art. 1Vhat is an art? The skilful doing of some

thing. vVhat is a science? The classified knowledge of something. 

And it is simply impossible to learn to do something skilfully by 

learning the classified knowledge of that something. That is not 

the way we gain skill of other kinds. How does the young lady 

learn to play the piano? By practice, practice every day in the 

week and almost every week in the year. It was only the othPr day 

that a very skilful pianist said to me that even two or three days' 

neglect of practice showed itself iri poorer execution. Again, how 

does t;he boy learn to skate? D,)es he, forsooth, get a text book on 

skating and learn and recite lessons therefrom? Does be memorize 

definitions of ice and smoothness1 of skates and sharpness, of stiff 
ankles and equilibrium? How absurd! As soon as he can get a 

pair of skates, he puts them on and stands up and-sits down again ;. 
and so up and down, np an down, infinite trial and prautict>, till he 

can stand up and skate with the best of them. That i~, he learns 

by practice: praet!ce, practice. And so he learns to play ball by 
plasing ball; he learns to play marbles by playing marbles. Going 
further back in the history of his development and coming nearer to 
the subject of this discussion, observe how the boy gets his first les
sons in language. The same method again-practice, practice, 

practice. Think of the numberless trials before the child can speak 

the first word. Think of the countletis errors before he is able to 

speak as his parents speak. But he does learn to use the English 

language and to make himself pretty well und.erstoocl, without even 

knowing that there is such a thing as a grammar. The method of 

learning by practice is also applied to the study of modern languages. 

Instead of learning lessons in a French grammar, as we had to do, 

the student of to-day begins at once to say something in French. 
But th!s extended ilinstrntion was not needed. Everybody knows 
that skill requires practice. And skill in language cioes not differ 

in this from skill in other arts. Grammar cannot give skill in Ian-
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guage because it is not practice in language. Grammar is a science, 
the science of sentences. Good English is an art, the art of ex
pressing thought, to be acquired only by practice in expressing 

thought. 
If there were time I would like to tell you about the lessons in 

language to which I listened, in which no text-books are used. As 
to the language books which are coming into so general use, this 

should be said-they are an improvement so far as they leave out 
grammar. But to some that I have examined there is this serious 

objection. They continue to use the detached sentences and detached 

topics, already commented on as one of the worst features of the 
old system. 

But mere correctness, even if grammar could accomplisli it, is too 
narrow a purpose. It's a very mean little fellow that is always per
fectly correct-not more than so big. The study of English should 
have a broader purpose than mere freedom from grammatical error. 
Its purpose should be to develop facility in the expression of the 
indivi(laal's own thought. FuciUty in the expression ofthe individu

al's own thought. This facility can be acqnired o:1ly by constant 
practice, as in music, in skating, in base ball, in marbles, in learn
ing to talk, in learning modern languages. Practice in the expres
sion of thought must be of two kinds,-conversation and compoi,i
tion, composition and conv~rsation. Not that kind of composition 

of which two specimens are produced in a term, that hateful piece of 
literary effort-worthless e>r stolen thought on a worthless or incom
prehensible subject. But the simple expression of my thought on 
the subject in which I am interested. Nor tliat c<:rnversation in 
which the teaclier asks questions to be answered in the language of 
the text-book or to be answered with the rising inflection But 
again the simple expression of my thought on the suhject in which 
I am interested. 

But what su hject am I interested in? That is, how is the sub

ject matter for thought to be provided? By observation. Observa

tion should furnish the main subjects for thought, and should be 
supplemented by reading. This is what I would understand by 
supplementary reading of which we hear so much now a days. Not 
reading supplementary to text-books, but reading supplementary 
to observation. The importance of observation need not be dwelt 

on here. Let it be taken for granted that observation is the funda
mental pro8ess in the acquisition of information. But the supple-
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mentary process, reading, I wish to discuss more fully. It seems 
to me that when our pupils become good readers many of the prob
lems in the conflict of studies will be easily solved, solved by putting 
reading in the place of memorizing. The modern text-book is a 
reversal of the order of nature. It is a very plain law of physiology 
that the food of the child should be more dilute and bulky than the 
food of the adult. Meats and rich sauces may be digested by adults, 
but they are not considered fit for children. For children milk is 
considered better than meat, fruit better than cake. See how in our 
nurture of the intellect we turn nature wrong end to. If we adults 
wish to be thoroughly informed on a particular topic, we read not 
condensed statements of principles, but the long articles and big 
books of those who know most on that topic. We read not word by 
word, or sentence by sentence, or chapter by chapter, but we seize 
rapidly such parts as will answer our questions. But to the children 
we offer the condensed text-book. Our reading is much like our 
conversation-in the midst of many words a few good thoughts. 
To the children we offer a kind of Liebig's Extract of History, of 
Physics, of Civil Government, of Physiology. The result is too 
often an intellectual dyspepsia Rather should we give them the 
most readable reading on every topic on which we wish them to be 
informed. We should put before them the best papers and maga
zines of the day and the best books that are still considered 
readable by adults. From such material they can obtain for them
selves such information as is most useful to them. They will get 
much nearer the truth, and will learn the very important lesson that 
the tmth cannot be put into a little book. I believe that if a boy 
were to thoroughly memorize one of our ordinary text-books and 
after leaving school were to rely upon that information in making 
his decisions he would be led wrong quite as often as he would be 
led right. Moreover, the using of many books and papers would 
develop a habit worth more than any science-the habit of choosbg. 

To follow this method the pupil must be a good reader. What 
is a good reader? First of all the good reader must read rapidly. 
He must recognize the words instantly, pronounce them unhesitat
ingly, and hasten on from sentence to sentence and paragraph to 
paragraph, never losing sight of the author's purpose. Not only 
must he read rapidly; he must read skippingly. He must learn to 
tell at a glance where the real meat of the article is, and when he 
has found the meat be must not waste time on the husk. But this 
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method of culling is not to be applied to the best literature. In 
reading novels it may he possible to omit parts without much loss ; 
but the better tbe novel the less will be the inclination to merely 
suck the juice. Skipping may be said to be less allowable in novd 
reading than in reading the ordinary scien~ific article in the maga
zine, while in the highest kind of literature-in poetry and the drama 
-·-a quite different method should be followed. Poetry should be 
read aloud. The good reader must be an elocutionist. Do not 
understand me to say that he must be a public reader. I mean sim
ply that he must be able to read a poem aloud so as to express its 
music and its beauty. The good reader must not only be able to 
read rapidly, to read skippingly, to read aloud with appropriate 
expression, he must also discriminate between the good and the 
worthless, he must decide by the briefest examination whether the 
particular book is worth his reading or whether he is qualified to 
master and appreciate it. One thing more. He must like to read, 
and he must like the best. 

Such facility in the art of reading will not only give the pupil easy 
access to the best thought of the da.y and enable him to appreciate 
the best thought of the best minds; it will also show itself in the 
language he uses. Association will work here as it does at home, 
before he comes to school. If he hears his mother say "too awfully 
nice,'' he says '•too awmlly nice." If he hears his father damn, he 
damns in the same way. So will he use the words and the expres
sions he becomes familiar with in his favorite author. But he must 
use them. I do not claim that reading is going to make a hoy speak 
well and write well. That can come only by continual practice. 
He should talk and write every day under proper supervision. Read
ing will not take the place of speaking and writing; but it will give 
him something to speak and write about, and it will make him 
familiar with the best forms of expressiou as found in the masters 
of English. 

This, then, is the broader, more worthy purpose of instruction in 
English: Facility in the expresRion of the indivi<lual's own thought. 
It is to be attained by daily practice in conversation and composi
tion. The subject matter of thought is to be obtained from obser
vation as the fundamental source; and from reading supplementary 
to observation,-rea(ling, which will give a mastery of all kinds of 
information and unconscious imitation of the best writers of English. 

What, then, is the matter with our teachers of English grammar? 
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First, the matter with our teachers of English grammar is: They 
are teaching English grammar. They are teaching a science when 
they should be cultivating an art. They are teaching the science.of 
sentences, a borrowed, fictitious, disputatious, narrowing, unpeda
gogical science, when they should be cultivating the art of express
ing thought. That is the matter. What is the remedy? The 
remedy is simply this: The total exclusion of g;rarnmar from onr 
schools. 

Again, what is the matter with our teachers of English? The 

matter with our teachers of English is: They haven't the English 
to teach. Ask a real lover of books into your school room, ask him 
to pick out from the five or six, or the fifteen or twenty, volumes 
on your desk such as he would call books and would like to have in 
his library. Can he tint~ a single book among them all? Yet these 
volumes on your desk stand in the pupil's mind for books. Who 
can blame him if he doesn't like to read? These volumes are mas
terpieces of-eondensation-but they are not masterpieces of style. 
And it is style that makes literature literature. So the matter with 
our teachers of English is that they haven't the English to teach. 
What is the remedy? Again the remedy is simple. Pnt into our 
schools the best current literature and such of the English classics 
as can be used in the particular grade. 

Once more. ·what is the :natter with our teachers of English? 
The matter. with our teachers of English is: They have not the 
English in themselves. They have not themselves that readiness 
in conversation and composition w!Jic!J it is theil' duty to cultivate 
in their pupils. They have not themselves the skill to seize the 
essential thought in a long essay. They have not the reading habit. 
They have not the genuine preference for the great masters of 
English. The matter with our teachers of English is they have not 
the English in themselves. "\Vhat is tbe remedy? I can think of 
only one remedy. It is this: Let the teacher become a fellow 

react er with his pupil. When he throws away the gram mue with its 
pettiness and the condensed text-book with its indigestibility, let 
him throw with them the infallibility of the teacher. Get rid for 
ever of that mo<St false of all false ideas associated with the school
room-that idea that the teacher knows it all. Remember that the 
platform is but six or eight inches higher than the floor, the teacher is 
but a step above his pupil. We know hut in part. Except ye become 
as little children, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of scholarship. 
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There is another principle involved ir this discussion, a plinciple 
of infinitely greater importance than good English. If we were 

asked what we would t11at our pupils should carry with them when 
they leave school, we would not say~ let them be fine Latin scholars 

or wondertul mathematicians, or distinguished in this science or 

that. Would we not rather say, let them carry away from my 

school clear judgment and the strength and taste to choose the bet

ter? Clear judgment and the strength and taste to choose the better. 
The wide reading which bas been advocated would be a constant 

culture of judgment and taste. What shall I rearl? What shall I 

read? What shall I read? Shall I read my daily paper and stop 

there? Shall I read a weekly story paper and stnp there? Shall I 

read my monthly magazinP and stop there? ~hall I read the organ 

of my party, my trade, my professior, and stop there? Shall I read 

all that belongs to my specialty and stop there? What shall I read? 

What shall I read? ·what shall I read? I am compelled to choose. 

What is to determine my choice? The young man's choice or read
ing is to be determined by his school experience. If reading instead 

of memorizing is made tlie µrincipal part of school work, the boy 

will be choosing every day between different kinds of reading, 

between literature and rubbish. If we can train the boy to read 

rapidly ; if we can develop in him a skill that shall quickly run 

through a magazine article, pick out the nugget, and throw away 

the dead dirt of rhetoric; if we can lead him up to an enjoyment of 
Longfellow and Hawthorne, of Tennyson, to get inspiration from 

Emerson, to converse with Shakespeare; if by daily conversation 

and compositior. we can lead him to express his thought in language 
unconsciously toned to such high company; we shall make of him a 

good speaker and writer of English, and, what is infinitely more, 

we shall make of him a good chooser. 

In the absenee of Prof. H. \\1. Estabrooke of Orono, Prof .F. C. 
Robinson of Brunswick opened the discussion of Dr. \Vood's paper, 

pointing out that the arguments against grammar would go to prove 

that not a single science had any existence. There is ahsnrdity 

everywhere, and we must try to get as much improvement as possi

ble. The teachers ar3 doing about as well as can be expected from 

the pay they get. In all the lower grades of schools there is much 

waste time. Much is taught which ought to be omitted from courses 

of study. We are not all wrong, however, and no sudden change 

will bring the millennium. The teachers as a body must work grad-
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ually, working always in the line of giving the best results to the 
average scholar Teachers must get the most out of each boy and 
girl, leaving the bringing out of special forms of development to home 

and influence. 

Prin. J. R. Dunton of Lewiston declared that he had never seen 
a grammar school class studying technical English grammar that he 
believed knew what they were talking about. When the average 
child begins to learn the grammar text-book, the faculties are not 
developed which are requisite to the understanding of this very 
abstract subject. Grammar requires no observation, but much 
thought distinction, using the same faculties as metaphysics and 
psychology. The trouble is not so much with the teachers as with 
the children, and through no fault of the children. l\Iore grammar 
can be taught in the first two years of the high school course than 
in all the grammar school course. 

The discussion was continued by Messrs. Stetson, Sampson, 
Stuart, Files, and Parsons. 

The next paper, presented by D. E. Owen of Thornton Academy, 
Saco, continued the consideration of the same general subject under 
the topic of 

ENGLISH, HOW MUCH AND HOW? 

The course in English should be practical, giving a command, in 
speaking and writing, of good, idiomatic English. It is not the 
extension, but the diffusion of English which is needed in our schools. 
'There are lessons enough in Engli3h by itself, but few schools make 
English a part of every lesson. The schools neglect elocution, note
taking, and the abstracting of lectures and talks. Spelling should 
be taught by more heroic methods, and be carried even into the high 
school. English should be taught more after the methods of teaching 
a foreign language. An excellent exercise is the reproduction of 
masterpieces of classic English after hearing them read by the teacher. 
This develops both attention and memory. It makes good listeners, 
and this is what every teacher wants most in bis classes. 

Prin. G. A. Dickey of Berwick Academy in discussing this topic 
said: 

A great deal is said at teachers' meetings of the advantages to be 
derived from tbe study of language. I am ready to assent to pretty 
extreme views in this line, and I take it that none of us will assign 
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to English a secondary place among the languages. Half the argu
ments adduced for the study of Latin and Greek would fail were it 
not for the fact that a knowledge of them is a great aid to a critical 
knowledge of the English. 

In the first place I want to say a word of the reflex influence of 
language upon the thoughts and feelings of him who uses it. The 
man who bas at his command a large vocabulary of choice language 
has in it a powerful aid to the development of noble feelings and 
sentiments. 

Two individuals, each otherwise capable of the same thoughts and 

sentiments may both look upon the same scene and be very differ
ently affected because their powers of expressions are uneqna1ly 
developed. The words expressive of the emotions as they run 
through the mind enhance those emotions be they good or bad. · 

Many of you may otherwise have as fine natures and as keen a 
sense of appreciation of the grandeur of nature as did Lord Byron, 
and yet when yon stand upon the shore of the ocean you never have 
the sublime feelings he felt when he wrote: 

·'Roll on thou deep and dark blue ocean, roll! 
Ten thousand fleets sweep over thee i11 vain." 

With a sufficiently large and rich vocabulary you might write an 
apostrophy to the ocean superior to his. Had he lacked the power 
of expression, he never would have penned those lines and never 
would have risen in feeling to the heights of those sublime thoughts. 

We all realize how the recollection or such words or their utter
ance by some one in our hearing thrills our nature and awakens 

. sublimer thoughts than we are otherwise capable of. ,vby should 
they not produce a similar effect upon him who utters them? 

It is not sublime thoughts alone that stir our feelings-the orator 
is most careful in the cboice of bis language, as by that be moves 
his audience quite as much as by the selertion and disposition of his 
argument, and by it he is himself inspired to nobler feelings and 

greater eloquence. 

"To thine own self be true 
And it follows as the night the day 
Thou canst not then be false to any man." 

"How far that little candle throws his beams; 
So shines a good d,ed in a naughty world." 

1 '0ur doubts are traitors 
And make us lose the good we oft might win by fearing to attempt it." 
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These are simple thoughts, and yet, although they express eternal 
truths, had they been expressed in dull prosaic language they had 
never lived to create controversy over their authorship, and had 
never Jived at all if their author had lacked the power of expre;sion. 
Language which has such a powerful effect upon the hearers must 
be a powerful reflex inspiration to him who utters it. M9ny of our 
best thoughts fail not only to impress others but to ennoble our
selves ( when we attempt to utter them) because of the paucity of 
our language. Our ideas are lost for lack of language. Our con
cepts are formed one by one and laid away marked by the name we 
give them, to be called up by memory. By thelr namEs they are pre
served and distinguished. He who has th~ best command of names 
can most surely preserve and readily recall his previously found 
thoughts. It is a trite rem:uk that "if one cannot tell a thing he 
does not know it." It is equally true that many do not know things 
because they cannot tell them. 

Ask a man to describe to you a landscape or a large building and 
you will test the value ,:,f language. He has in mind a complete 
picture of tbe scene or building as a whole, but he has no language 
to describe its parts and, in fact, no knowledge of their details. He 
has in mind the same picture, the same general impression of the 
scene, the same idea of the building in its entirety that another has 
whose linguistic powers have been cultivated and who as a result 
is able to describe every detail. No one doubts whose is the superior 
knowledge. 

Herein lies the advantage of language to aid us in the analysis of 
the more intricate problems of mathematics and the sciences. In 
fact language is indispensable to any mathematical or scientific 
progress. 

Not only tliought, for we always think in language, and the pos 
sibility of the retention of a thought once conceived, analyE-is and 
reasoning, not only all these, but the character of thought, the char
acter and sentiments of the thinker are largely dependent upon 
language. It should, therefore, have a large place in all our 
schools, and because its value is being appreciated more and more 
in the lines that I have named, it is continually commanding a 
larger place in our educational system. 
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HOW MUCH? 

The child is al ways studying English intentionally or othe,-wise after 
be begins to understand, and he is continually studying it so long 
as he comes in contact with it written or spoken. He learns to 
read in the primary school-that is he learns there a few words. but 
he adds to that vocabulary, if he bas a fairly active mind, until the 
-day of his death ; and he adds to it from the language that he reads 
and hears. If he bears cultured conversation and reads the best 
literature he accumulates a cul tu reel vocabulary, he• thinks in cul
tured language. He is learning English when be is studying 
arithmetic and geometry almost as much, possibly more, than when 
he studies grammar. And when he recitei his arithmetic and 
geometry, if required to do it carefully and accurately, he will learn 
an invaluable lesson in English. Oral recitation and written exam
ination combine effective means for the cnltivation of fluent and 
Mcurate English. What I have claimed for arithmetic and geome
try is true of every othe1 branch pursued in the schools. 

He learns English-good or bad-when he reads a novel, history, 
poetry, the newspapers. He adds to his vocalulary when he hears 
a sermon. a lecture. a political address just rs surely, and perhaps 
more effectually than when he sits at his desk studying grammar or 
rhetoric. He learns English at his meals, and when he walks with 
bis companions upon the streets or stands on their corners. 

In life the •'how much" depends upon the mental activity of the 
individual; in the school it depends largely upon the faithfulness 
with which we improve our opportunities of indirect instruction. 

The school offers a good course in English if it gives the child one 
study from the primary room to the high school directly in this line. 
This seems to be a great deal of time to spend in the acquisition of 
one's native tongue and yet even this will not be enough if it is not 
well supplemented by the indirect work. 

How? 

The old method of teaching children grammar as a science is an 
utter failure, so acknowledged by all who have any intelligent 
thought upon the subject; yet many still teach it in that way, defini
tions and rules from the beginning of the book to the end with few 

illustrative examples. 
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Those who are fortunate enough to have children of their own· 

have learned a great many things frorn them. You have observed 

how readilj they learn by example, how quickly they distinguish a 

correct from an incorrect expresson. l\.iy boy of six years some

times says: '·I don't want no potato." I ask him what kind of 
English that is, and he immediately corrects bis expression, and he 

not been told many times-perhaps half a dozen-what is correct. 

I have never undertaken to explain to him the reason why the one 

is right and the other wrong. It takes mature minds to understand 

why two negatihs are equal to a positive or affirmative. 

It is nothing new to suggest the importance and advantage of 

teaehing grammar by example instead of rule, yet there are still 

many who fail to do it. 

Latin and Greek were formerly taught as English is now in many 

schools, by going through the grammar from beginning to end, rules 

and exceptions, coarse print an<l fine, with no g·ineral application 

of the principles to sentence elements or building, analysis, or syn

thesis. All this with minimum results. Now the language is placed 

in the pupil's hands before be has seen a grammar; lrn learns the 

vocabulary and becomes interested in the composition of a foreign 

language hefore he has seen a rule of grammar, and almost without 

spechil effort he aequirrs the principles of its structure. Here we 

may learn how to teach English from the approved method of teach

ing Latin and Greek. 

In teaching English we have the advantage of being native in

structors. Let the pupils hear good English-we ::tll need to be on 

our gnarc1 at this point-give them good examples to read, give them 

rnany good examples to copy, and they will daily acquire a correct 

use of the language and a love for literatun~. 

Ju tlie matter of copying, the typewriter is sairl to serve an excellent 

purpo::ie, and I think it may; we <ietermine the correctness of our 

English upon paper largely by means of the eye. This organ, there

fon,, must be cultivated, and it is probably more readily and per

haps more accurately trained b.r print than script. 

Tile same method should he pursued with rhetoric and literature; 

we must teach them by example first; if the rule is ever given it 

must come afterward. 

To state what constitutes a metaphor is one thing; it is quite 

another and much more instructive to the student to show h1m beau

tiful metaphors in composition where he will observe how much they 
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add to its beauty and significance. Familiarity with rules of rhetoric 
alone add very little to the accuracy or elegance of one's style of 
composition. '\Ve learn to write by reading and writing. 

The student learns when Thackeray lived and died and that he wrote 
Vanity Fair, Pendennis, Henry Esmond, and a dozen other books 
whose contents be has never seen. He gets a similar knowlege of 
Shelley, Shakespeare, Ben Johnson, and a score of other writers and 
fancies be has taken a course in English literature. But without 
reading the storie!-, or lives or plays of these writers, he straightway 
forgets their biographies. Select for him some of their best stories, 
place in his hands some of their plays or poems and ask him to 
read them, and be has already begun to absorb tlleir English and he 
loves it of course, and the language will be gradually incorporated 
into his own vocabulary. 

Every department in the school should help the English course; 
no history should be read or used in school that has not literary 
merit as well as cllronological accuracy. The geometry, political 
economy, algebra and psychology shonlcl all possess merit from a 
literary standpoint. Our best publishers always have a care for 
the literary value of their publications. 

There is no subject in which pupils are more easily interested 
than in English, if it is presented in well chosen examples suited to 
their age and development. And these examples need not be sense
less twaddle for primary children and simple stories about goody 
girls L;r the next grade above. Young children can comprehend 
Dickens' Christmas Stories and Holland's or Hawthorue's prose. 
Children of ten years will get something from the '' Psalm of Life" 
and I may add the Psalms of David, if indeed the critics will allow 
that David ever wrote any. l\lany intelligent men and women have 
lived and died without reading a word of Shakespeare because they 
have fancied that it was beyond their comprehension, while some of 
his plays, or selections from them, should have been placed in their 

hands in the grammar school; then had their education not extended 
beyond the elementary grades they never would have forgotten their 
Shakespeare or ceased to read it. And no other author bas left a 
richer treasury of sentiment or language. I have used some of the 
English classics in my school and, although they have been taken as 
a fourth study, students have usually become much interested in 
them. 

8 
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For pupils, then, to acquire a correct use of English is an easy 
task, and this in turn will develop into a taste for good literature, 
which is the surest road to the development of all the intellectual 
faculties, and a strong upright character 

The forenoon session was closed by President M. C. Fernald of 
the State College at Orono, who urged the teachers of Maine to 
attend the Saratoga meeting next .r nne. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

For the first period of the afternoon session the meeting was held 
in two sections, primary and secondar_y. In the primary section, 
Miss Lucy Wheelock of Channey Hall, Boston, gave the following 

'fALK TO TEACHERS. 

We see largely according to our training. The farmer may travel 
from end to end of the country and see only wheat-fields, while the 
geologist will read the history of the earth 0;1 its many crumpled 

stone pages, 
"And a wise man can pluck a leaf, 

And find a lecture on it.'' 

In his "Mother Play" Froebel has indicated the way in which the 
mother and teacher may lead the child to read the pages of the great 
story-book the Father has written. Activity is the very essence of 
a child's nature, and he is first attracted by active life. Froebel 
suggest that a bird-cage be suspended above a child's cradle, so 
that when he first begins to observe objects, the movements of the 
bird may arrest bis wandering gaze and prevent that aimless staring 
into vacancy which soon becomes tiresome to the little one. This 
watching furnishes mental occupation as well, and tends to the early 
formation of the habit of observation. Later the child notices the 
birds, chickens, the pigeons in the pigeon-house, the bees in the 
garden, the butterflies, the weather-vanes turning in the wind, the 
tree8 waving their green branches,-all the many phases of the 
activity of nature. The child looks at all this and is glad in the 
very joy of aetive life; but that the windows of his soul may be 
opened and "the out door sights and sounds sweep gradual gospels 
in," there must be the vivifying of the mother's or teacher's words, 
the connection shown between the child's own life and that of nature, 
and the final seeking for the cause of all he sees. 
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Unfortunately, in the school we cannot, in most instances, take 
the children to these ''outdoor sights and sounds;'' so we must 
bring them, as far as possible, within the four walls of the school
room. Every kindergarten has its cabinet to which the children add 
their stores as well as the teacher. During the summer, collections 
of shells, stones, leaves and flowers are made, to be brought back 
to the kindergarten. 

Some children in an advanced dass of the kindergarten, who bad 
begun to see in their study of different flowers '·how Nature loves 
the number five," took away with tbern to tbe country, last summer, 
little note books, in which every flower gatbered with five petals was 
to be recorded by making a figure 5, and there was great eagerness 
to learn how to make this mystic symbol for that purpose. It was 

. decided that two sticks and a half-ring would represent it, and then 
the reproduction was easy. In a few days two children reported 
seventeen and nineteen flowers each as the result of their observa
tions, and the tiniest fl.)wer in a crack of the wall was quickly spied 
and examined. The morning talk offers an opportunity for the 
-examination of tue difleient ohjects brought bJ the children ; but the 
tl acher must have her well-defined plan for the year and aim at 
something more t ban the mere filling of the time in these conversa
tions. This first half-hour is the most important in the whole day ; 
it furnishes the keynote for the whole, as all the other lessons are 
grouped about the su bje~t introduced at this lime. 

The ultimate end of these exercises, is it not to show our children 
the plain, sufficing face of Nature to lead them to listen to her 
teachings? And as Nature spPaks with a different voice at different 
seasons, shall we not suit our lessons to her moods? And do not 
the objects peculiar to each season furni~h us our text? 

The one word which Nature utters everywhere, at all seasons, is 
life; the one truth which she teaches as well by the falling leaf as 
by the budding trees of spring, is that nothing ever ceases to be; 
that the end of all is life, not death ; and that everything ha-; its own 
place and work in this great world of ours. As the utterance of 
this truth varies during the year, so let us plan our 1e::,son-;. 

With the year scheme fully in mind, the teacher is ablt· Rt times 
to vary the programme according to the leading of the children, as 
they will sometimes anticipate her thought. In the autumn, when 
the kindergartens reopen, the prominent idea in nature is surt>ly that 
-0f fruitage, of the harvest. The summer has gone, the time for 
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growth has ceased, the childhood of the plant-world has passed;. 

but the time for greatest usefulness has come. 
The children come to us, theit hands full of the red and yellow 

leaves from vine and tree. vVhat have the leaves to tell us? In 
order to find out we must know something about them. Let us, 

look first at some common leaf of nearly conventional form, as the 
elm leaf. After noticing shape and color, some sharµ eyes are sure 

to see the "liues" on the leaf, and one child or.ce discovered a tree 

on bis leaf, the mid-rib showing the trunk and the veins, the 

branches. This discovery of "the lines" leads us back to the great 
tree itself, with its countless little pipes carrying sap to all the leaves. 

and branches. But leaves are falling and the trees are bare. 

Now we will sing ''Dear Little Leaves," or, "The Song of the· 

Flowers," 
The summer is gone and we are so old, 
That when the wind blows, we shiver with cold. 
,ve're in summer drf'S8, so help ns, dear trees, 
To find us a bl:rnket to cover us please. 

And the trees answer: 
You dear little things. that bloom at our feet, 
All summer you've breathed your perfume so sweet, 
Now you are tired and ready for bed, 
We'll give you a quilt of yellow and red. 

This song gives the child a hint of the great truth that nothing dies. 
or ceases to be of use, that somewhere in some form everything in 

God's creation must still exist. The child who has dimly felt in the 
dawn of life any great universal truth, is ready to grasp its fuU 
meaning when the fuller light of day comes. Surround a child with 

truth from the very first. Says Froehel, •'All truths which take 
shape in the .world are the blossoms of plants, whose seeds were 
sown thousands of years ago, and have gone on germinating for cen
turies before they could bear fruit.'' The same lesson is impressed 
in the story of the acorn, which seemed to be lo&t when it was buried,.. 
but grew up into the lordly oak, the king of the forest. It is 

illustrated again in the lesson on coal. A bit of stone with 
a fern impression upon it serves to introduce the story of the 
huge trees and ferns which lived so long ago, and seemed to 
have perished from the earth, but the heat and sunshine were only 

stored away in another form for a higher use. 
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A lump of coal may tell its own story: 
lam as black as black can be, 

But yet I shi11e. 
My home was deep within the earth, 

In a dark mine. 
Ages ago I was buried there, 

And yet I hold. 
The sunshine and the heat which warmecl 

That world of old. 
'l'hongh black and cold I seem to be, 

Yet I can glow: 
Just put me on a blazing fire, 

Then yon will know. 
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Every morning the opening exereises of the kindergarten lead the 
thoughts to some of the works of God. The sunshine or the rain 
give us our first theme. 

The cloud has its voice of teaching: 

What are you doing, white little cloud, 
Up in the heavens, sailing so proud? 

Helping my brothers, here in the blue 
Hide the hot sunshine, baby, from yon. 

Where are you going, flying so slow, 
White cloud so lazy, I'd like to know? 

Gathering raindrops out of the air, 
For the poor flowers, dying down there. 

\Vhen will you scatter some of the shower~, 
You have been saving down to the flowers? 

·where the Lord sends me, always I roam, 
When the Lord bids me, baby, I'll come. 

The story of the resurrection is told in the spring songs and 
poems. Each flowt>r has its own message: The violet teaches mod
e3ty, the daffodil courage, the cowslip the value of little things, and 
the dandelion, a very necessary lesson in this age of materialism, 
that the beautiful has its place as well as the useful. 

In the kindergarten we find ''tongues in trees, books in the run
ning brooks, sermons in stones, and good in everything." 
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In the secondary section l\Ir. G. F. Robinson of Kennebunk read 

the following pa per on 

ANALYSIS AND SYNTHE~IS IN TEACHING. 

Give a boy a screwdriver, a wrench and his mother's sewing
machine, and if the lad is like most urchins, of an inquisitive turn, 
I venture to assert that there will be an analysis of that machine 
more or less complete. in proportion to the curiosity, energy and 
determination of the young::,ter under discussion. 

But-the Synthesis? Ab! that will require the work of an expert! 
Let the youngster, or a much older person even, place the parts away, 
ever so carefully, as be disconnects them, that the various nuts, 
screws, bolts and sections can be remembered, and then undertake 
to put them back in their proper order and I doubt not but that 
there will be a difficulty in making the machine work as originally · 
intended-some nut has been tightened too much or some screw not 
enough-in short the various parts have not been properly timed with 
reference to one another. 

The lad does not understand the machine until he can properly 
perform the synthesis. 

We have selected these two words, Analysis and Synthesis s.s they 
seem quite suitable to convey a few thoughts which we wish to 
present upon the subject of teaching and the teacher. 

First let us make clear our conception of the word, teaching. 
Does '·teaching" mean simply making another mind know what the 
teacher knows? Is it, simply, filling a vessel-or cutting and chisel
ing in order to produce a finished statue? Is it not something 
be_yond? Is it not so dealing with the mind to be taught as if. it 
were something living, something possessing sentient power? The 
mind is not a vessel simply to be filled-nor is it wax to be moulded. 
It is something that is vital, it possesses the germ of growth within 
it. It is intended to expand, increase in power, to develop and of 
itself in time to produce. ThiIIking thus, the teacher should as it 
seems to us ever give the child's mind the opportunities to develop, 
expand and grow in strength. 

It is through the synthesis in teaching that the mind is made to 
grow. The Analytic part of teaching deals with facts only. The 
attention of the child may be held by a presentation of facts-its 
memory may be strengthened, it is true, by a training in recalling facts 
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-but the faculties of the child mind can only be developed by exer
cises in preception, judgment and reason through a synthesis of the 
facts obtained. Now, if in teaching, we go no farther but stop with 
analysis, we are produciug a moulded form in wax, or· an inani
mate statue; but if we advance and employ synthesis we are recog
gizing the fact that the child's rntnd is a living power, a germ gov
erned from within, not a vessel to be filled, a form to be fashioned, or 
even a machine governed by a law outside of itself. 

Give a cllild the tools he is to work with, a pencil and blate. 
After gaining muscular control of the same let him proceed to the 
drawing of lines-let him learn the names of the lines-now a:lvance 
to the simpler plane figures and learn thtir names. So far you 
are dealing with isolated facts. "This figure is a triangle-a cer
tain kind of triangle-that a square-or a circle" and so on. 1~ ow 

place before him some figure, as of a chair or of a ladder. Analyze 
the same and the child will see that by a combination of the lines he 
has learned the figure has been prodnced. So far, by means of 
perception yon have lodged in his brain a thought. Proceeding for
ward by means of synthesis from this thought yon can show him 
that other combinations can be made and so teach him that he too 
can combine lines and curves, combine squares and triangles and 
other plane fignres,-and so by means of synthesis yon are develop
ing a young designer. 

Apply this to penmanship. Analyze each letter and by synthesis 
following closely yon will be surprised at the result. So much for 
object teaching. 

Not long ago we listened to an analysis, so called. of a portion of 
Paradise Lost. Beautiful l "Tllis is a complex sentence"-very 
complex subject of the principal part wsy off there some ten or fifteen 
lines from the predicate which was nicely indicated. all the various 
modifiers clearly pointed outt the etymology was attended to, so 
was the syntax, various rules were rattled off at the tip of the 
tongue. Charming l l 

And ye't the same pupils presented some very poorly constructed 
sentences while passing a written examination. Why? For the 
simple reason, to my mind, that the synthesis in their instruction bad 
been neglected! Had they received less of technical grammar and 
more of such training as is given in such books as Southworth's 
Elements or Hyde's Lessons in English, and had received it at the 
hands of intelligent teachers, they would have received the synthetical 
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training they so sadly needed. Of w bat practical benefit is it to 
boys and girls to analyze thoughts and sentences of others if at the 
same time they are unable to build up decent sentences, wbich will 
express their own thoughts? 

Those of us who have bad morf' or less training in the Latin and 
the Greek know full well that the mere translation was not the 
whole of it, nor the parsing; but that wlien we were forced to close 
our books and pitt back again our English translation, then and 
only then did we really begin to understand the passage. The 
anal.) sis gave the English, the synthesis gave the Latin and that 
was what we were studying. 

To a class in United States History who had been through the 
4 'War of the Rebellion" and could give many of the isolated facts 
as worded in the book this question was put: H Which was the 
more important victory, that of Vicksburg or Gettysburg?" Such a 
synthesis of facts was new to them. Here are some of their 

thoughts: 
Vicksburg. ( 1) Because it gave us the control of the Mississippi. 

(2) Because it made known General Grant who finally pnt down 
the Rebellion. (3) Because the navy helped. 

Gettysburg. ( 1) Because it took less time. ( 2) For had they 
been successful they could have taken Philadelphia and so carried 
the war North. 

Now, none of them thought of the opportunity of taking Wash
ington. And only wbf'n they were told that treaties are made with 
the "government at Washington" did they begin to see which was 
the more important. 

Such questior.s belong to synthetic teaching. Some time ago 
while tarrying in a country town, within plain sight of the little 
white house on the hill we found a farmer's boy harnessing up to go 
to the neighboring village. A long length of stove pipe was placed 
in the wagon. Object in view was to carry the same to the tinman 
to procure an extra Jc,ngth of pipe and have a damper fixed in it. 
Why all that pipe? Now, upon a chat with the boy we a~certained 
that in the winter schools be had been through "Greenleaf's National" 
-yes, be knew what a circle was, a diameter, radius, a cylinder, 
etc., and he 41 done the sums"-yet practically be didn't know bow 
to get the ''diameter'' of that stove pipe! 

vVe consider that there had been a lack of synthetic training on 
the part of his various teachers. He bad all the facts, but never 
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bad been taught to put such facts together. Evidently in all "those 
sums done" the aim had been to g~t the answer! 

Sometimes the complaint is made that the miscellaneous examples 
proposed in certain arithmetics are too difficult. When we know of 
the lack of previous reason work of synthetic training we are not at 
all surprised. The thought and rea-,on work has not gone by the 
side of the mechanical and memory work-the rule work-what we 
call the analytic work. And this is one of the beauties in the kinder
garten methods-the child is constantly a<lvancing by synthesis
building up from its analytic work. Gradually, if you watch the 
course of such a training, you perceive the child's mind growing in · 
strength. Such training produces independent action on the part 

·of the pupil; individual thought becomes encouraged and is not 
crushed as is so often the case in an ordinary school routine where 
masses are taught to think as one, if taught to think at all ; and also 
is a love of knowledge and for knowledge inspired. Wherever in 

· our primary schools the work partakes of the kindergarten teaching 
you will perceive an awakened interest on the part of the children. 

Again let me illustrate : At the close of a term in a city school a 
class was called up to recite in geometry. At the tap of the bell they 
rose-at the tap of the bell they advanced and filed by their teacher, 
each one taking a card from out of an oblong box as they passed 
her. Each card presentecl a theorem indicated by number, and also 
various questions. As if by magic the blackboards soon become 
covered with geometrical figures. Quietly the work was done, each 
by himself, no communication. It was a beautiful picture to 
see those lads and lasses do that work and then face about in place. 
The questioning begins. The pointer is quickly passed about. 
Text-book statements are glibly given, theorems correctly stated. 
What a (hill those purils must have received and how the lady 
assistant was to be congratulated upon such a showing! 

The gray-haired superintendent had silently listene<l, but when the 
class was about to be dismissed he talled upon a member of it to 
draw one of the figures as be rlirected. A figure was produce<l the 
reverse of the one in the book in every particular, as if the book 
figure had been held upside down in front of a mirror. Out of a 
class of twenty but five dared venture try the proof and two only 
were tlieie who showed any o.Iear idea of what were the principles 
involved and to be demonstrated. 
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As a specimen of Analytic trair1ing, memory and mechanical work 
it was grand success! As a specimen of SyntheUc work-thought 
and reasoning work-mind developing work it was a complete fail
ure! We feel confident that the class knew but li.ttle really of the 

truths contained i? that one book of geometry 
Suppose now there bad been no superintendent or expert present,. 

suppose that style of teaching had been carried on into the future of 
that class and some among the number were to be presented for 
examination to a higher institution where the questions given were 
framed so as to bring out the abilit_y of the candidates to think and 
not so much as to remember. Where would lie the blame should 
tho~e aspirants be "turned by.'' 

By these illustrations we have endeavored to present what we 
mean by Analysis and Synthesis in teaching. It is an erroneous 
idea that many teachers have that memory is the only faculty. It 
is an erroneous idea that a child's mind is but a receptacle to be 
packed with facts, and that teaching consists merely in pouring in 
facts then pumping them out again only to look them over and drive 
them in once more to be repumped out again on some future occasion. 

In addition to the mind culture of the human being there is also 
the body culture and the soul culture, and these conditions of the· 
child's nature should certainly be recognized and endeavors made 
that more or less physiological and ethical instruction should be 
given in addition to the intellectual. Here too we hold that in our 
efforts to maintain the physical and moral health of the child our 
teaching should be synthetic, as well as analytic. Of what avail is 
it to have the various laws of health, as facts, memorized and yet 
permit the same to be daily violated in school-room and on play
ground. Gum chewing, if not worse, still exists. We tell the child 
that in youth its bones are soft and easily shaped and we allow it to, 
pass to its seat and assist in the bringing on a curvature of the spine ! 
It is told that when the action of the heart is increased, heat is 

evolved and the pores of the skin expand and such heat should not 
be suddenly checked,-yet, panting from recess frolic and exertion,. 
the boy is allowed to raisP- the window and sit in a draught. What 
an ironical situation it is to listen to a recitation upon the lungs and, 
tlieir action-how oxygenated blood is furnished to the heart to be 
sent throughout the system-while the mercury in the tube is gaily 
creeping towards the eighties and a miasma of carbonic acid gas is. 
rising and pulsing in unison. 
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Ot what avail is it to read in the morning extracts from the book 
of books, if no attempt is made to put into practice some of the 
precepts therein given! The mottoes on the wall might iust as well 
be turned to the wall if there is no synthetic-or putting into practice 
-teaching in regard to them. 

In the beginning of this paper we referred to the boy, the machine 
and the expert. In closing we return to this picture: The boy 1na.y 

teach himselj to understand in a measure the machine. But won't it 
be at the expense o! the machine? Yet in very many of our country 
schools, through lack of something, that is precisely what is being 
done. 

Does the ordinary high school fit a boy or girl graduate suffici
ently to enter at once upon teaching? 

Does the ordinary academical an<l collegiate training fit a gradu
ate to at once enter upon teaching? 

Judging from various testimonials written by former teachers
college presidents and professors-concerning numerous candidates 
with whom we have had to deal we should answer in the affirmative 
-but judging from experience we earnestly protest. 

We look upon teaching as a profession and no profession should 
be entered upon without due preparation, and that preparation con
sists not merely in knowing what but knowing how. A mind filled 
with academical and collegiate facts is not the whole of it. A 
normal training should be insisted upon. 

The preparation of the future physician is under the eye of 
experts. The minister must know more or less of his church his
tory, its methods, its system. The law_yer at the very start must 
show what he would or would not do or decide under such and such 
a supposable case. 

ls teaching of less importance that it should be left to those out
side of the guild to say who shall teach? 

Who gives leave to the lawyers to practice ?-the lawyers. Who 
decides whether a young man shall preach ?-the ministers. ""\Vho 
says the student of medicine is qualified to practice ?-the professors 
in that calling. 

Though we may wish that no one should be a tP-acber in our pub
lic schools who bas not specially prepared himself by a psycological 
and normal study and training under the eye of an expert ; though 
we may wish that no one be allowed to enter the profession as a 
stepping-stone to something else; though we may wish that in the 
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State of Maine we had a State b(iard of education backed up by 

law, whose certificate only W3,s to be acknowledged; though we may 
long for a thorough and intelligent supervision of our schools, that 
neither money nor time be needlessly wasted; though we may wish 
the town system-the only just system-prevailed; though these 
helps may be ,n the far shadowy distance, existing only in the brains 
of some of us •1cranks" perhaps,-still we do think that much can be 
done by those now in the profession of teaching to elevate it and 
themselves into expert:.:; if they, one and all, will but consider the 
synthesis in teaching as of equal importance to that of the analysis. 

After a brief discussion of Mr. Robinson's paper, participated in 
by .Messrs. B. P. Snow, G. A. Dickey and Levi Turner, Jr., who 
heartily endorsed the views present'.:'d, the convention again assem
bled in general session, and Mr. I. O. -Winslow of St. Albans, Grand 
Lecturer of the State Grange, and author of -Winslow's Principles of 

Agriculture, presented the following topic: 

SHALL 'l'HE TEACHERS OF MAINE ENCOURAGE THE STUDY 

OF THE SCCENCE OF AGRICULTURE? 

Among the improvements of modern times a reform in the meth
ods and the matter of public education is one of the most important. 
The difficulties involved, however, have rendered progress slow, and 
have, as yet, left our schools far short of perfection. In matters and 
methods of education, there is a natural tendency to perpetuate. In 
this direction our filial respect for the footprints of the fathers is 
stiikingly manifested. 

Even now hundreds of young men and young women, inspired 
with an erroneous zeal, responsive to misguided parental wishe~, or 
a false public sentiment, are spending the better part of thdr ener
gies during the seven years which constitute the formative period of 
life, thumbing the classical dictionaries, young men and women who 
have no natural taste for a literary life, and who, after completing 
this tedious course, find it nece8sary to readjust themselves to that 
-condition and situation for which nature designed them. 

In far too many of our common schools there is still an exclusive 
adherence to the dry back-bone of the old fundamentals, the difficul
ties of mathematic~, the iritricacies of grammars and the monotony 
of geography. 
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I would not speak lightly of these matters. They certainly have 
their place. 

The classical course at college must not be abandoned, but it 

should he more closely confined to those whose indinations and 
whose line of life, run naturally in that channel. The old 
standard studies of the common schools cannot be omitted, but they 

should not be pushed to the extreme of excluding everything el$e. 
In no department of public management is there greater need of 

strict economy of time and matter, than in our common, public edu
cation. 

Under careless management, the school days of our boys and 
girls flit away and leave them with a comparntively poor preparation 
for life. 

As a rule, parents are too busy with their daily cares, and are not 
well enough informed, to take active part in determining what the 
nature of the education of their children shall be. A majority of the 
common teachers in the lower schools find it easier to slip along in 
the old, frequente<l paths, than to venture upon new ways. So 

those publw educators, who have esooused the cause of progress and 

are working in the line of improvement, have a vast amount of labor· 
before them. 

Casting away the trammels of the past and considering the ques

tion in Lhe pure light of sound common sense, to what kind of study 

would _you have your child devote bis time? Would it be in mechani
cally performing mathematical problems, the reasoning of which is 
beyond Lis comprehension ; or in memorizing difficult words and 
meaningless definitions; or would you have his attention occupied 
with something within the reach of his own intelligence ; something 
practical and tangible; something connected with the routine of bis 
own life, as it is and as it is to be? 

vVe often approach the problem of education in the wrong direction. 
Instead of mapping out an artificial line of study an<l attempting to 

mould the child's nature in accordance with it, Wf' should seek to 

follow, build up, and assist, in his mind, the natural flow of active 

and spontaneous thought. 
In this line of progress and reform there is no step more needed, 

at the present time, than a general introduction of the study of nat

ural sciences into the common schools. Our common course of 

study, particularly in rural schools, is generally too dry and uninter-
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esting. Arithmetic, grammar, geography, and history. become 

monotonous and tedious, when pursued exclusively, year after year. 
These studies, developing especially the reasoning and reflective 

faf'.ultics, fail to round ont a complete mental development. 
The argument given for a dose adherence to these branches is 

that they are practical, but what knowledge is more practical than 
that which pertains to our daily life and surroundings? Nothing 
-can be of more practical use in life than a knowledge of the natural 
world with whith we are always in contact. 

To the ignorant, the manifestations of nature which come through 

-eye and ear, either become common-place and monotonous, or at 
best, excite wonder and superstition. To him who understands them 
they become a perpetual source of enjoyment; illustrating natural 
law and revealing the wisdom of Omnipotence. 

There is nothing in the nature of the study of natural sciences 
which shouid exelude it from the common schools, or from schools 
of the grammar grade. It is uot too difficult. The elements of 
chemistry, physics, geology, and botJtny, are less difficult than 

arithmetic and grammar. They are mainly descriptive. 
An account of atoms and molecules, with their properties and 

combinations, an understanding of the air which we breath, a history 
of tile soil and rocks beneath our feet, and a description of the 
methods of the life and growth of plants and animals, are simply 
facts, and when properly presented, may be no less interesting than 
a fairy tale. 

From the agricultural standpoint, the same conelu~ion is reached, 
by a different road. During the past few years therP has arisen 
among agricultural thinkers an increasing demand for more general 
instruction, particularly among the rural classes, in the scientific 
principles of agriculture. 

On the one hand it is claimed that for the farmer and his children, 

<lwelling as they do in the wildest of nature's surroundings, some 
knowledge of the natural sciences is especially interesting and appro
priate. Orf the other hand it is also urged that the highest success 
in praetical agriculture, and consequently the material prosperity of 

the country, depends largely upon a knowledge and an application 
of these sci~ntific principles. 

It is said that our district schools tend to educate the children 
away from the farm rather than toward it. 
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Whatevrr force there may he in this argument, there certainly is 

,one point which cannot be refuted. It is neither consistent nor just 

to expect our farmers, often at great sacrifice, to send their children, 
term after term, to the corner school house, there to receive an 

education ·as remote as possible from the pathway in which their 
footsteps tread. 

Education is at best, sufficiently indirect, visionary and mystical. 
If there is one branch of study bearing directly upon the daily life 
:and occupation of the child by all means let him have it. 

The idea of adding this branch to the course of studies was first 

conceived with special referenc~ to the rnral schools, in order that 

the education of our country pupils might he more natural and 

directly beneficial. With this understanding the objection has been 

raised that the measure would be unfair. '·Class legislation'' has 

beer~ the captious phrase over which some have stumbled. "You 

must," say the objectors; ·'you must make your course of study 

general and equally applicable to all classes." 

With this view what becomes of the grading of schools and our 
systems of elective studies. Our courses of study are elastic. 
They are subject to the approval of local authorities and dependent 

upon circumstances. 
If some branch of study is especially adapted to a certain class 

of pupils in any school, they shoulrl not be debarred from pursuing 
it because it is not naturally interesting to certain other pupils. 
Moreover these matters are generally decided according to majori
ties, and it may be properly claimed that, not only in our rural 
E1chools but in ttie schools of our numerous villages, a very large 
majority of the pupils are directly connected with rural life and 
agricultural pursuits. 

Furthermore, the narrow view taken by the class of objectors 
referred to, has generally sprung from a misunderstanding of the 

subject matter inten:led to be covered by the so called '·principles of 
agriculture.'' These people have failed to distinguish between the 
art and the science, between farming and agriculture, between the 
common practices of country life, and the world of thought involved 

in nature's laws, which lie underneath and pervade the whole. 

At this point the advocates of a more practical and economical 

education, the advocates of more natural science, and the advocates 

of agricultural education, meet. The term agriculture, from the 

educational standpoint, the standpoint from which we are regarding 
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it, is a very general term. It involves, first, a knowledge of the 
earth beneath, and the atmosphere above, which are the fundamental 
conditions, or background for all things human; and secondly, a con
sideration of the laws and principles which control the life and 
growth of the vegetable and animal worlds. Whatever narrow 
meaning may be popularly attached to the word, the field which it 
covers is broad and general, whether considered from the m3.terial 

or the intellectual side. 

The language of the legislation of la~t winter ':Overing this matter 
is "The elernen ts of the aatural sciences, esp ~cLdly as applied to 
agriculture." Tnis, wilen interpeeted, simply means, that om· teach

ing of the natural sciences should be turned, so far a::i possible, in a 

practical direction, and that we should use for ou1· illustrations and 
examples the most familiar matters connected with the common 
things of life. 

The same subject matter might have been included and consid
ered under a different title as ''Tue elements of natural science,'~ 
but as it happens the measure has sprung from the agricultural side, 

and its advocates, from their natural interest in the agricultural 
classes, have sele0t<->d an agricultural name . 

. What does it matter? In the broad sense in which the term is 
intended to be used who will object? Who is there so completely 
estranged from our mother earth by an artificial life as to give no 
sympathetic response to things natural, or rural or agricultural! 

In point of fact the world is agricultural in nature aad instinct. 
Many inhabitants of the crowded metropolis, seek above all other 
pleasures, to cultivate a garden of vegetables or flowers, or to care 
for some pet animals. .Many othen to whom these are denied, 
often drop an unconscious tear, when musing upon the scenes of 
their childhood ''down on the farm." The newspapers tell us, and 
point to the fact as an indication of wholesome, progressive taste, 
that at the theatres the plays which attract the largest audiences are 

those based upon rural matters, depicting the familiar scenes of 
country life. The nearer we can keep to nature, the more suscep
tible we are to the still voices of earth, and sea and sky, the safer 
our government, the more genuine our patriotism. 

There remains to be considered a single question, whether this 
subject can be practically taught in the schools. Are our teachers 
competent to manage it? Is there room for it in the course of 
studies? 
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This is a branch of study which, for the highest success, requires 
some oral instruction ; oral instruction requires original effort ; and 
original effort is the one thing above all others which a certain class 
of teachers would seek to avoid. 

It is to be regretted that our low standard of instruction still 
admits of so many teachers of this class. By these a study of this 
kind cannot be efficiently taught. Neither can arithmetic or grammar. 
In the hands of such teachers all branches of study must partially 
fail. To the true teacher who loves knowledge for its own sake, 
and who takes pleasure in imparting instruction, stutlies in natural 
science are always easy and interesting. 

Is there no room for another new study in the school course? If 
there is no room let us make room at once. Let us be practical and 
reasonable in this matter. Apply to the course of study a process 
of practical sifting. Throw out all that is remote, indirect, and of 
questionable utility, and plenty of room will be found. 

Instead of giving your pupils a minute knowledge of the geography 
of the other side of the earth which they will never see ; iustead of 
racking their brain with mathematical problems quite beyond their 
power to comprehend ; and the subtle distinctions and relations of 
grammar and rhetoric, which belong alone to flights of poetic imagina
tion which they may never reach, bring them back to things common 
and real and practical. 

A multiplicity of different studies in school may net be objectionable. 
It is far better to learn a little of a variety of subjects, provided that 
little can be thoroughly mastered and well understood, than to strive 
to push the knowledge of a single subject to completion, even beyond 
the power to comprehend. That education is most effectual and 
valuable which develops the mind gradually in all directions, which 
gives us a little distinct knowledge of all the subjects to which our 
course of life is particularly related ; and step by step, according to 
the natural increase of capability. 

This plan does not require that any particular term of school shall 
be crowded with many subjects. There is a real benefit in variety 
and change. 

'-Shall the teachers of Maine encourage the study of the science 
of agriculture?" By all means do so. Do so with genuine zeal. 
Add something to the list of studies which will give your pupils an 
insight into the lessons of creation, and thus teach them to "look 
through nature, up to :iature's God." 

9 
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Mr. B. Walker McKeen of West Fryeburg, president of the State 
Board of Agriculture, commended Mr. Winslow's paper highly. The 
elevation of the producing class in a Rtate was, in Mr. McKeen's 
opinion, of the highest social and political importance. He believed 
that in no way could the farmer's ideas be elevated and broadened 
better than by an acquaintance with the secrets of his profession. 
The love for the home farms of the State should be preserved. The 
studies of chemistry, geology and botany should be taught in the 
common schools. He believed there was room for the study of these 
branches. There are 4835 schools in Maine, of which 3909 are 
ungraded. In 1278 of the ungraded schools there are taught studies 
other than those specified in the statutes-such studies as the lan
guages, music, drawing, etc. If there was room for these there 
might be room for the study of the science of agriculture. In 2416 
of the ungratfod schools history is taught, in 2426 physiology, and 
in 1612 book keeping. Wberethere was room for these studies there 
might be room for the rnience of agriculture. 

Professor Jordan, director of the Experiment Station at the State 
College, followed Mr. McKeen. He believed that the farmer had a 
right to complain of the everlasting technique taught his children on 
subjects not even remotely connected with the farmer's profession. 
The farmer's children should have a training which would give them 
a fundamental knowledge of scientific facts. It was difficult to 
understand why a physical fact pertaining to a flower or the soil was 
less essential than a fact pertaining to physiology. The ignorance 
of people about facts relating to natural science was appalling, and 
such as to enable them to be humbugged and imposed upon in many 
ways. People know little even about the constitution and relative 
value of articles of food. 

Mr. G. F. Robinson of Kennebunk asked Prof. Jordan how many 
of the graduates at the State Agricultural College became farmers. 

This brought forward President M. C. Fernalci, who never fails to 
appear when anything like an assault is made on the college. Although 
Mr. Robinson may not have known it, he hit a tender spot, since it 
is to this that most of the legislative assaults on the State College 
are made. 

President Fernald showed that of 330 living graduates of the col
lege, forty-one are farmers, or engaged in allied pursuits, such as 
professors of agriculture, botanists, florists, etc. There are twenty
four actual farmers. President Fernald said it must be remembered 
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that the college was for the teaching of the mechanic arts as well 

as agriculture, and that a young man may be working in agricul
tural lines even if be be not an actual farmer. There was, for 

instance, Professor Scribner, of the Agricultural Department at 

,v ashington, and an early graduate of Maine State College. Pro

fessor Scribner's work in investigating the relations of insects to 

plant life, was, in President Fernald's opinion, of more value to 

farmers than all the money that had been put into the agricultural 

college since its founding. 

The paper on '· Teachers tenure of office," by Superintendent W. 
W. Stetson of Auburn, was next on the programme, but he graci
ously gave way for Principal J. W. l\Iitcbell of Rockland, whose 

paper on school savings banks had been crowded out of the 

forenoon. 

Mr. l\litchell's paper dealt with a novel subject, and was liatened 

to with great interest. It is here presented in full. 

THE SCHOOL SAVIN"G'.:5 BA~K. 

In a noble phrase that deserves to be written in letters of gold, 

the school laws of Massachusetts, declare it to be the duty of in

structors of youth to impress on the minds of their pupils ''the 

principles of piety and j nstice, and a sacred regard for truth ; love 
of their country, humanity and universal benevolence; sobriety, 
indu-itry, and frugality; chastity, moderation and temperance. and 
those other virtues which are the ornament of society, and the basis 

on which a republican constitution is founded.'' This is a statemPnt 
of the l<->e-al duties of teachers in Massachusetts but no human words 

can frame a higher or better statement of the moral duties of teachers 

e-wry '-'· here. 
The school readers of Benjamin Franklin's day emphasized fru

gality almost to the exclusion of those other virtues so eloquently 

enumerated above. All the stories were of boys who maufully 

refused to squander sixpence on gingerbread but ~:1 vf'<l it and 

became rich men. Every page of the spelling book wad opattrred 
with maxims going to show that "a penny saved is a penny earu ,1 .• , 

"many a little makes a mickle,'' "satins and silks put out the kitchen 

fire.'' etc. 
Now it is those other virtues that are chiefly taught, and frugality 

has been jostled down from the high place she held. But as surely 
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as there is a true line of conduct between riot and asceticism, so 
there is a frugality that is not parsimony and a liberality that is not 
extravagance. It is to be feared that in the attempt to avoid 
the Scylla of miserliness we have steered too near the Char_ybdis of 
improvider.ce. Certain it is that almost no stress is laid on teaching 
frugality in our public schools, and it is comparatively rare to find 
a child that is any ways strictly taught on this subject at home. Is 
not the extravagance of city, state and national governments merely 
the r€flection of a similar condition on the part of the people? Are 
not the foundations of a republican government disturbed when it is 
maintained that a public debt is a public blessing? Perhaps the 
teachings of Franklin led to one extreme, 'but surely the tendency 
of the present day is toward the other, but the rapid growth of insti
tutions of saving within recent times showa that we are on the return 
beat. 

France may be cited as one case in which frugality proved the 
foundation on which a republican government was laid. When she 
was prostrate at the feet of Germany and an indemnity was exacted 
that would have bankrupted most nations, her humble people, her 
middle class, poured out their hoarded millions, and republican 
France rose before the eyes of an astonished world. This was not 
accomplished in a single day, but was the result of many years of 
wise economy. Perhaps no other nation is more wisely economical 
than France, and she wisely begins training her citizens to habits of 
frugality in the impressionable years when they are in the public 
schools. It was here that the school savings bank started, and here 
it has been most successful How successful I am unahle to say, 
for I have not been able to get more information on this matter than 
is contained in a single clipping from an educational journal some 
year or so since. In the year 1889 the school ehildren of France 
deposited more than ten million francs. The system of savings 
societies is as much a part of the school system as arithmetic or 
grammar. From Francb it spread to Germany, and from Germany 
to England, and school savings hanks are very common in both 
these countries now. I do not understand, however, that it has 
become a part of the system of schools except in France. 

The first school savings bank in the United States was established 
in Long Island City, New York, l\farch 16, 1885. Its founders 
were Commissioner Thirry and Miss Mary l\fcGee. In that society 
there is now to the credit of the depositors, $14,34:6.27. The next 
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year three were established, the first one being iP Rutland, Vt. 
This was the first one in New England, and till February of this 
year was the only one. There are now 1, 140 schools depositing in 
these societies, counting each room a school, the most of these being 
in Pennsylvania and New York, and there is on deposit t0 the 
credit of these societies, $86,614.86. These banks represent thirty
nine different cities and towns, and the ::,ystem is general in eight 
cities. Twenty-five thousand children are enrolled. During the 
last year the number of savings societies has increased fifty per cent. 

Now I have told you about all I know or have been able to find on the 
general subject of school savings banks. The subject is so very new 
that not even the lastest cyclopedia bas a word touching it. Occa
sionally an item may be found in some educational journal. The 
statistics I have been able to give were contained in a sheet sent me 
by Mrs. S. L. Oberholtzer of Norristown, Pa , Superintendent of 
the department of School Savings Rrnks of the National W. C. T. U. 

But I am satisfied it was not the intention of this society that I 
should treat at length the general subject, for otherwise I am sure 
you would have chosen some one better acquainted with the subject, 
and better able to give you information. I find myself to-day much 
in the position of Mr. Dobbins, inventor of the Incomparable Lubri
cating Fluid. He was a good, moderate man but by some stroke of 
luck or genius invented a really excellent lubrica:ing fluid. It was 
bis joy and his pride, and when he learned that it was used on the 
great Corliss engine he traveled a thousand miles to attend that 
great exhibition expressly to see it work-I don't mean the engine 
but that lubricating fluid. To him it was the most wonderful exhibit 
there. He once wrote an article on the Triumphs of Modern 
Engineering, and wh(ln an injudicious friend pointed out the fact 
that more than half the article treated of the excellencies of Dobbin's 
Incomparable Lubricating Fluid, he squelched that friend by remark
ing that he did not know much ahout modern engineering but he 
was an expert on lubricating fluids. The maiu line of his t~;ought 
was lubricating fluids, and the modern engineering m8rt ly came in 
as incidental. Now I remark with Captain Cuttle that "The pint 
of this lies in the application on't.'' It was my good fortune last 
sp1 ing tot stahlish a savings society in my school. It was the second 
in New Engbnd and the first in Maine ( ?) It was altogether owing 
to this I am sure, that I am invited to read to you this paper on the 
school savings bank, therefore I trust you will wink at the egotism 

I 
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of what follows. It seems quite the right thing under the circum
stances that I should describe the organization and workings of this 
particular society. I am sure that this was just what Mr. Luce 
intended whPn he suggested this paper to your committee. 

I bad always been more or less interested in the subject of savings 
societies and my interest was brought to a focus one night last Jan
uary by a visit from Mr. Judson Shaw, agent for Heath & Co. We 
are not always real glad to see a book agent, and I cannot say that 
I was truly so at first this time, but I certainly was before he went 
away. He was introducing a work on political economy which 
naturally led us to this subject. He proposed soon publishing a 
book and so had much information to give me concerning these 
societies. I formed a determination then to organize such a society 
in my school. 

The idea setmed to be favorably received by the scholars, and I 
went to the Rockland Savings Bank to make arrangements with 
them to take our deposits. They declined to do so, saying they did 

not wish to be troubled with small amounts; that the children would 
put money in for fun and draw it out when it ceased to be fun. 
This seemed to be the end of the enterprise so far as we were con
cerned; a few days afterward, however, the president suggested 
that we make our deposits at the school-house, open an account at 
the bank with the society, and keep at the school-house our accounts 
with the individual membera. And so it happened that what we 
had regarded as our greatest misfortune proved our greatest blessing, 
for it is just the fact that we do keep our own accounts and were 
compelled to organize a society that led us to adopt the most valu
able features in our constitution. 

A few days afterward, in the afternoon, those who wished to form 
such a society met in the main room; a constitution was read and 
adopted and members given a chance to sign ; the officers were 
elected and our society was born on the 12th day of February, 1891. 

The constitution is as follows : 
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CONSTI'rUTION OF LINCOLN S'rRE1£T GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

SAVINGS SOCIETY. 

ARTICLE I-°N"AME. 

This society shall be known as the Lincoln Street Grammar School 
Savings Society. 

ARTICLE II-OBJECT. 

The object of this society shall be to encourage the habit of small 
savings. 

ARTICLE III-MEMBERSHIP. 

SEC. 1. Any person may become a member of this society if 
elected by a majority vote at any regular meeting. 

SEC. 2. Any member may withdraw at pleasure, or bis name 
may be dropped at any regular meeting of the society. 

SEC. 3. Each member shall sign this constitution and give the 
following promise to the directors: I will deposit weekly with the 
cashier in my room, what small savings I can make with reasonable 
economy. While a member of this society I will practice the habit 
of saving. I will conform to all regulations of the society so long 
n.s I am a member. 

ARTICLE IV-OFFICERS. 

SEC. 1. The officers of this society shall be a president, three 
vice presidents, secretary, treasurer, three cashiers, and a board of 
five directors and three auditors. 

SEC. 2. All officers shall be elected by a majority vote at a regu
lar meeting. The president, secretary, treasurer, and two directors 
shall be elected at large. Each room shall elect one vice president, 
one cashier, one director and one auditor. 

SEC. 3. Each officer shall sign the following agreement in the 
secretary's book: We, and each of us agree to do faithfully all the 
duties that officers of such societies usually do, and such special 
duties as this society may require. 

SEC. 4:. The duties of the president, viee presidents and secre
tary shall be those usually performed by such officers. 

SEC. 5. The treasurer shall give a bond in the sum of $25 to 
safely keep all money of the society, to deposit in the Rockland 
Savings Bank at his earliest opportunity any amount more than one 
dollar that he may have of the society's funds; to safely keep the 
society bank book ; to keep correct account with the society, and to 
do other usua.l duties of a treasurer. 

SEc. 6 The directors shall enroll all new members, apportion all 
dividends, and have general power to do all business of the society 
that is not specially assigned to others. 
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SEC. 7. Cashiers shall receive the deposits in their several rooms, 
verify their accounts each month, and turn over all deposits to the 
treasurer at once. Each cashier shall give a bond in the sum of five 
dollars. 

SEc. 8. Auditors shall report monthly on the financial concerns 
of the society as they may he directed by the society. 

ARTICLE V-MEETINGS, 

8Ec. 1. The regular meetings of this society shall be on )he last 
Fridav in each month at three o'clock. 

SEC. 2. The directors may call special meetings. 

ARTICLE VI-Al\IENDMENTS. 

SEC. 1. The constitution shall go into effect when adopted by 
the society. 

SEc. 2. This constitution may be amended by two-thirds vote at 
any regular meeting. 

This indicates in a general way what we do and how we do it. I 
will describe more specifically how our society is conducted. 

TAKING DEPOSITS, 

There are three rooms in my school. A cashier was elected in 
each of these rooms to take deposits from the scholars of that room. 
Every Friday afternoon at one o'clock the cashiers go into the reci
tation room connected with room one and the members of the society 
make their deposits with them. The ca.shiers furnish each depositor 
with a slip like this : 

LINCOLN STREET GRAMMAR SCHOOL SA.VINGS SOCIETY, 

No................. Room ...... · ....... . 

Name ........... . 

Date ........... . 

$ 

LINCOLN STREET GRAMMAR SCHOOL SAVINGS SOCIETY, 

Received of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... . 

For deposit in this Society ...............••••..........•. 

Dollars . . . . . . . ........... cents. 

Date ............................ Cashier of Room. 
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The depositors' slip is given to the cashier and the depositor takes 
his receipt. The instructions to the cashiers-and I think they 
follow their instructions-are to compare the amount deposited, first 
with the depositors' slips and if the amounts are the same to enter 

it on the small book which the cashier has, then to make out a 
receipt for the depositor. At half pa3t one the school is called to 

order and each cashier counts his money, adds his slips and adds 

the amounts on his book. If these agree there is hardly room to 

doubt th,1,t all has been correct. He then passes it, to the treasurer 

who gives him a receipt in due form. The treasurer iii> instructed 
to count the money before he issues a receipt. As soon as the 

treasurer has received it. he deposits it in the local savings bank, in 

one account, and as soon afterwards as possible, usually on the 
same day, he enters on the ledger the several amoun ~s deposited by 
the several members. E'l.ch member of tlrn society has a number 

corresponding with the page of the ledger on which his account is 

kept. Before making any entry whatever the treasurer adds 

together the amounts on the slips; if this is the same as the amount 

deposited in the bank he proceeds to enter these in the ledger. The 
slips are first placed in the ledger next to the page on which the 
account is kept; when the treasurer has entered them all he goes 
over the several ar]counts and adds together the amount of the 
entries. If these entries are the same as the amount deposited in 
the bank it is morally sure that he has made no mistake in any of 
the items. The deposit slips are then put in an envelope marked 
with the number of the room and the amount and date of the deposit, 
and laid away tor future use if it ever becomes necessary to justify 

the accounts. 
In this way checks are put at every step of the way from the time 

the money is deposited until it goes into the bank, and it is almost 
impossible for any mistake to occur. The cashiers in three different 
ways compare the amounts they have received, and the correctness 

of their work is tested again when the treasurer counts the money; 

it is further proved when the money is counted at the bank, and 

twice afterwards in entering the items in the accounts and in testing 

the entries. 
it might be thought that great trouble would arise from mistakes 

of the children and that children of that age are incapable of suffi

cient care taking to insure correct results, but the facts are that 

through the year 731 deposits have been taken and entered into 92 
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different accounts, and for the first six months there was not a mis
take made of any sort. A somewhat hasty examination of the books 
in the preparation of this paper would indicate that there is a differ
ence of six cents between the account at the bank and the account 
of the cashiers. It is a question who made the mistake if any, we· 
or the savings bank. I assume, however, that we will get the dis
credit of it whether we did it or not. 

APPORTIONING DIVIDENDS, 

Every six months a dividend is declared at the bank on our whole· 
depo:3it. This is divided among the depositors under the same rules 
followed at the bank except that interest is given on amounts smaller 
than five dollars. Suppose John bad four dollars in the bank and 
Mary had four dollars in their own names neither would get any 
interest, as interest is not given on amounts smaller than five dollars, 
but by putting their deposits into the savings society the two are 
taken together and there would be a dividend of sixteen cents which 
would be divided equa1ly between John and Mary. So those who 
have five dollars or more get as much interest as they would get at, 
the bank, and those who have deposits smaller than five dollars get 
interest when they would not if they had deposited them to their 
own account at the bank. 

On the last Friday of each month a meeting of the society is held 
during the last period in the afternoon. At this meeting a record 
of the last meeting is read ; the reports of the officers, if any! heard ; 
whatever business may come before the meeting transacted, and the 
remaining time taken up in some general work. An attempt is made 
to have the m.eetings conducted, in an orderly, parliamentary way, 
and perhaps one of the chief benefits that come out of these meetings, 
is the knowledge it gives the schalars af the proper way of conduct
ducting a public meeting. Of course it serves to stimulate the inter
est of the school in the work. At this time the other scholan in the 
school are given a stucty period. 

But it may be asked "Who does this work? Is it bone fide 
work done by the scholars, or does the teacher do it all and the 
scholars have merely the name of it?" I will answP,r that the 
scholars do it nearly all Of course I look after it at every stage,. 
but the cashiers take their own deposits, give their own receipts, 
and test the correctness of their own account::3; and I have not been 
called on more than three or four times to help them out of any 



APPENDIX. 139 

difficulty into which they had fallen. The treasurer is mainly charged 
with keepi~ the books, and does it once or twice under my eye, 
after that on hi::, own responsibility. At the end of each term or at 
stated times I carefully audit the accounts and correct any errors 
that may possibly have been made. Of course the auditors cannot 
do the actual work of auditing the accounts, but they can verify 
the results at which I have arrived. It is one of the great benefits 
of the society, it seems to me, that the work is actual business and 
the scholars do it themselves. My school covers the 8th, 9th, and 
l 1)th years of the grammar grade. 

BENEFITS OF THE SOCH..TY, 

In conclusion I would speak of the benefits that it seems to me 
are had through this society. First, there is an amount of money 
saved which would otherwise have been expended. Over $370 have 
been deposited and less than $70 drawn out so far. There is now 
to the credit of the members of this society $300 on deposit in the 
Rockland Savings Bank and in the Loan and Building Association. 
This represents an amount which would probably have been 
expended frivolously save for this society, for not a large number 
of those who deposit in the society have bank accounts of their own. 
Again, it gives the scholars acquaintance with business forms. 
They learn what a bank is, why it pays interest, how the interest is 
reckoned at the bank, and how to put money into and take it out of 
a bank, and other matters incidentally. But the great benefit is in 
the formation of habits of frugality. Habits of this sort do rrnt 
differ from others, they are formed by doing, and by doing regularly. 
The society provides the conditions for just this; it makes of the 
members a class in frugality and operates on the members just as a 
class operates on the pupils. It is not impossible that any pupil in 
our public schools may do good work in his studies if not as good 
work, out of school as in, but it certainly would be a rare case; and 
so in the case of the savings society, it is not impossible that a 
scholar out of the society would deposit as much and deposit as 
regularly as he does in it, but it would be a rare case. It makes 
regular an act which would otherwise be desultory, and so provides 
the conditions for the formation of habit. It gives an opportunity 
for direct instruction which could not be reached by other means. 
Their minds are open to receive and retain matters pertaining to the 
society and its work. It gives opportunity for instruction in parlia-
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mentar.r rules, in the history of banking and management of banks, 
ways of reckoning interest, etc., whieh have greater weight at this 
time than at some other because their minds are in a better attitude 
then. Much can be done at these meetings to stimulate the scholar 
to more regularity in depositing; for instance, give them a table 
showing the results that would come from a deposit of one cent 
made eaC'h week day, indicating the dividends with red ink, and 
they will be astonisiied to see how rapidly it increases. Show them 
that were a boy of ten years to begin depositing at this rate he 
woulrl have at the age of 21, $44.53, more than one-third of which 
woulrl be interest. Now of course every scholar knows that be can 
deposit a good many times one cent if he wants to and so have a 

good many times $44 53. 
The plan of membership indicated in the constitution is defective. 

Members should be received at any time they wish to deposit, and 

as a matter of fact are. A better plan occurs to me than the one 
we have adopted, and I think I shall attempt to put it into operation. 
It seems to me that shares of stock in a loan and building associa
tion is a better investment, and better for the purpose of building 

up habits of frugality. These associations are really in form a 
savings bank. The loans are all in real estate and they are all 
local. There is no accumulated capital, and usually very small 
salaries are paid to the officers. So it happens that loan and build
ing associations pay a larger rate of interest than the banks do, as 
the earnings of the association go to the depositors, whereas the 
earnings of the banks go, to a. great extent, to its officers. But the 
great benefit that comes from shares of stock in a loan and building 
association, viewed from my standpoint, is that it requires the 
depositor to pay a certain amount at regular times. The shares are 
usually $100, and payment on these shares is one per cent. or one 

dollar a mouth. These associations pay usually six or seven per cent 
interest compoun<led semi-annually. They mature in from nine to 

eleven years. Thus if a boy at tht age of ten .5ears deposits 25 
cents a week, in nine years he would have $200 The advantage 
is, hesides the increa5ed interest, that it requires the scholar to 
deposit regularly, and it provides the proper conditions for the for
mation of habit. 

The teacher who would run one of thest> societies successfully must 
be vigilant, for vigilance is the price of success; and if he would be 
very successful he must interest the parents, but how to do that I 
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am somewhat at a loss to say, as I have not been very successful in 
this matter myself, at least if I may judge from the expressions of 
interest I have received. But few parents have mentioned the mat
ter to me. It is not particularly adapted to country schools. It 
seems to me that the stamp savings scheme that is being adopted by 
so many banks in the State is better adapted to those. 

This movement is full of promise; it is a slow growth, but sure. 
Half the school savings banks so far established in the United States 
were estahlbhed last year. At this rate it will not be long before 
the school savings bank becomes a common institution. The suc
cess of it depends largely on the teaching profession, and its suc('.e-:s 
in Maine depends largely on the Pedagogical Society, for if this be 
introduced at all in our State, information concerning it must first 
be brought to our teachers. This society has held many profitable 
sessions, but I believe this will be one uf the most profitable if,. 
when it adjourns a committee has been appointed to make general 
inquiries into this subject and give their results to the teachers in 
Maine. 

President Sampson said that this system of school eavings banks 
was established in one of the grades of the Saco schools, as well as 
in Rockland. He heartily endorsed the establishing of them wherever 
practicable. 

After a brief recess Supt. W. W. Stetson of Auburn, in his usual 
incisive and interesting style of extemporizing, discussed the next 
topic on the programme : 

'l'HE TEACHER'S 'l'ENURE OF OFFICE. 

The present system breeds injustice, tyranny, strife, and feuds. 
It is unstt1ble, making changes for simple love of change. Proper 
systemization of work is impossible, because a complete system can
not be worked out and put into execution. The teacher is crippled 
by uncertainty as to the future and by the distractions incident 
thereto. He does not dare lay out his work for the present and 
future. He must work largely for the present, and cannot be sure 
that he will have a chance to vindicate a complete outline of work. 
Teachers are appointed without proper examination as to scholastic 
qualifications or general fitness. They are dismissed to gratify the 
whim of some individual or clique. While politics does not enter 
largely into the schools, political methods are used. We have 



142 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

instances where money, time, and strength are put into securing 
positions or n)taining them, where they ought to be put into fitting 
for better work and in doing it. Some teachers even forget them
selves to the ('Xtent of cringing, flattering, and fawning; a degrada
tion to thernsel ves and an ms ult to the profession. Many of the 
vers best tale!lt ref use to enter the profession because of the means 
they must use to obtain or retain a positlon. The present system 
permits slight preparation, careless selection, drives out many of 
the bt:st teachers, and submits all to the dishonor of being dismissed 
without cause. 

Among 1 he benefits of a longer recognized term are: The teacher 
becomes a member of the community, make<, its interests his own, 
takes root and grows. He becomes identified with the best in the 
community, and is considered one of the community by bis fd 1ow 

citizens. He is left free to put his money, time and energy, into 
preparing for and doing bis work. He is justified in making his 
plans for _years instead of for days. He does not dare strive for 
effect nor to startle. He does try to make the bt>st use of his powers, 
and to make tlrn most and the best out of those committed to his 
care. He has entire rei-ponsibility and will receive due credit for 
success. TLis makes the position attrv,ctive, and brings to it the 
very best talent. Merit is sure of employment. The teacher is 
independent, self-respecting, interested. He zealously elevates the 
tone of the profession, and removes the temptation that is our great
est reproach. It raises teaching to the dignity of a profession, and 
makes scholarship, talent, and character necessary to appointment 
and promotion. The new order of things means scholastic and pro
fessional training, rigid examinations, successful experience, and 
intelligent certification based on examinations prepared and graded 
by experts. The teacher will be dismissed from failure to be abreast 
of the times or to discharge her duty sati~factorily. Such a tenure 
of office should be based on examinations, given under the direction 
of the State, the first certificate for two and a second for three 
years. At the end of five years if the candidate has met with suc

cess all succeeding appointments to be during faithful service. 

Hon. J. 0. Bradbury of S'l.co contin.:ied the subject as opened by 
Superintendent Stetson. He argued that, under the present system 
very few men dare to consecrate their life to the teaching profession. 
It is used as a stepping stone to something in which there is a secur
ity for ability and success. There is no shirking of the responsi-
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bility and its labors on this account, although this would be but 
natural. It is honestly and nobly done, but it is not a life work. 
No man or woman can do the best work under such conditions. The 
mind bas something else in view behind this temporary employment. 
The schools have suffered very greatly just because so many of our 
most honored and distinguished fellow-citizens once kept school for 
a few terms. The profession can never be dignified and placed 
beside all other professions till the State and the people, by popnlar 
,enactment, give good teachers a security in their work. All teach
ers do better work when they know that their position is secure, and 
that their endeavors are appreciated in hard cash. The normal 
schools have done much to give tone and dignity to the profession, 
aud about these the State must rally, unless the next generation of 
citizens is to be trained to its duties by those wl10 are themselves 
untrained. Tenme of offiee would bind all teachers together into 
one noble profession. But these professional teachers must remem
ber that the American people are very indulgent in letting anybody 
take any position he has a mind to. Then they test him, and 
demand his ability to hold the place he has chosen for himself. 

Master A. H. Kelly of Boston explained the great advantages 
derived from the Boston tenure of office system, and proposed a 
resolution, which was adop 1 ed, urging upon the legislature the 
adoption of some legislation tending in this direction. 

The last paper on the programme for the afternoon was by Princi
pal A. F. Richardson of Castine State Normal School on the 

NEEDS OF OUR RURAL ~CHOOLS. 

He held the foremost and most pressing need to be the abolition 
of the school district system. Out of the operation of this system 
grow many-most of the defects in the rural schools which need 
remedy. Chargeable to this system is the employment of unfit 
teachers, sometimes because of their relationship to the district agent, 
in most cases perhaps because the system compels either the employ
ment of cheap teachers or the having of a single short term, or at 
best, of two short terms. To it is due the continued support of 
unnecessary small schools with all the waste of money entailed 
thereby.· To it can be attributed the exii1tence of unfit school-houses. 
It renders supervision ineffective for good and bars the way to 
making the instruction of these schools, systematic, symmetrical and 
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in the highest degree efficient and thorough, because it compels not 
only the employment of unskillful teachers, but too frequent change 
of teachers. 

In tbe course of his remarks he illustrated the points he made by 
citations from a large number of town school reports, often raising 
hearty laughs at their patness. It was a sharp and slashing presen
tation of the topic, and it is to be regretted that Principal Richard
son is unwilling to have it printed in full. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The evening was devoted to the subject of 

PHYSICAL TRAINING IN 'l'IIE SCHOOLS. 

City Hall was packed by the members of the convention and citi
zens of Portland, when the President introduced the first speaker 
of the evening, Dr. F. N. Whittier, Director of Sargent Gymnasium 
at Brunswick. Dr. Whittier said in part: 

Within the last fifty years the mode of life of the New England 
people bas greatly changed. That old fashioned life, described so 
well by Harriet Beecher Stowe and Elijah Kellogg, is now hard to 
find. The so-called manual occupations are rapidly being given up 
to foreigners. Everywhere one sees deserted farms. 

We are tolrl that this giving up of hand work for head work is 
but a natural step in the evolution of our civilization, and surely the 
changes of the last hundred years, the harnessing of steam and elec
tricity, the invention of so many labor saving appliances, give 
plausibility to this view But as a natural result of this change we 
have come to undervalue the importance of physical health and 
strength. In the training of children parents and teachers join 
hands in the vain attempt to develop brains without bodies. We 
forget that the health of the mind depends upon the health of the 
body, and that to have healthy, well developed bodies we must have 
vigorous physical exercise. 

No nation ever gave up hund work for head work and farm work 
for shop work so suddeny as have New .Englanders. There is no doubt 
but what our health and strength have been greatly injured by this 
change. The people of our towns and cities seem puny in comparison 
with the fine looking men and women one sees in England, Germany 
and Sweden where physical training is made a part of public school 
education. 
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But. a change for the bett~r seems to b~ near at hand. Out of 

door sports !Jave evidently come to stay. I believe that their pop· 
ularity is due mainly to a national 'mtinct of self-preservation. 
Within the last year or two the number of New England cities 

requiring l:!.Y muastics in thf,ir scbools bas probably iuereased three 

fold. Our toll1·ges are e,,e• y year giving more attention to this 
matter of physical education. 

At Bowdt:in College we have the system devised by Dr. Sargent 

of Harvard University E::teh student is subjP-cted to a careful 
medical and physical examination, and then special gymnastic 

exercises are prescribed with the view of strengthening the parts 
found to he wt>ak. 

This system is supplemented at Bowdoin hy a graded plan of 

class work whieh includes military drill, Swedish gymnastics, 

Indian cluh swinging. dumb bell exercises, wrestling and fencing. 

In givlllg any course of pliy.;ical training we must have several 
objects in vi, w : 

(1) Exereise. There are many people whose whole idea of 

gymnastics is covered by this one word. Such people propose saw

ing woo I s.s a substitute for ph_ysical education. 

(2) Recreation. No s_ystem that fails to make its exercises 

attractive can evt~r meet with the highest degree of success. 

(3) The co·;Tection or prevention of physical weakuesses or 
defects. In any course of gymnastics for schools this oojeet should 
receive srwcial attention. 

( 4) A not her object is to secure co-orrlination between mind and 
muscles or power of the brain to con 1rol muscular movement. It is 
tbe lack of this co-ordination that makes people awkward and clumsy. 

( 5) A course in physical training should also give mental and 
moral training. As for example by stengthening the power of will 

and self control. 
Tbere is much that goes under the name of gymnastics that totally 

fails of the accomplishment of any one of these ends. The physical 

training that figures so hrgely in the catalogues of many of our 
school~, of ten consists merely of certain thrusting movements of the 

arms, ('aref'ully arra!lged so that they can be performed hy young 
ladies whose corsets are laced tightly about them-exercising chiefly 
the rnu!.-cles of the arms, which in the average school child are rela

tively strong enough, and letting the muscles of the back and waist 

severely alone. Such exercises are so light and easy that they do 
10 
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no direct harm, yet indirectly they may do much damage to the 
cause of physical education, because from seeing tbesP many 
people naturally jump at the conclusion that the whole thing is a 
sham. 

Princinal l\L H. Small of the Norway High School followed Dr. 
Whittier : He said that it would be vastly easier for the teaehers to 
prevent than to correct the evils of the school-room, saving the 
specialist the labor of correcting them. In the primary room the 
child has been used all his life to using his legs, while the muscles 
employed in sitting have been almost entirely idle. They need care
ful development before it can be possible for the child to sit for any 
length ot time erect and comfortable. Very few children in the 
.average school have seats that are not too high or too low. Bad 
habit3 formed in the lower grades very soon develop into de1ormi
ties. When the exercises are introduced for ten minutes twice daily, 
the pupils get a much needed rest and return refreshed and bright
ened to their recitations. Strength should be made the ba,i-,, but 
ten;iperarneQt cannot be neglected. The nature of the ex,~rei"les i::J 
very importa.nt if they are to be sustained. Genlle movr m2nts 

$hould begin, ,aJ ways progressive, and never monotonous. A m at 
'developing the trunk and the great life centers. Free mon~uknts 
whh running exercises and gymnastie games in a larg(-', open 
roon.i ,_,gLv.e all the essential training. 

Miss;Jennie M. Colby of Gorham State Normal School continued 
.the .. topic by describing her very successful work with the pupil

. teachers of that institution. She said: 

li\Ve as a people, know and acknowledge, that between our schools 
and the cormnonwealth is a close relationship. The minds and 

· bodies tllat as teachers we are to-day training, will in a few years 
fill the important places in the world. 

The children of the present betoken our future nation ''as morning 
shows the day." Then on us, in a degree, depends the future men
tal and physical strength of the nation. We have the child five or 
six hours five days in a week, the mother the remaining hours of 
the seven days in the week. The child's confidence is firmly estab
lished in the mother and in the teacher. 

The teacher exerts an influence over the taught, second only to 
that of the mother. 
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If it is best for the people of the next age to be people of mental 
and physical brawn, the children of today must b~ trained and 
taught to that end. We know that strong minds dwell in weak 
bodies sometimes, and are the means of much good in the worlcJ, 
but not of the largest amount of good, and more often the mind and 
the body sympathize and are interdependent. 

A strong healthy mind in a strong healthy body is a joy to its 
.possessor and a means of much good to those who have pPrsonal 
contact with its workings, and more for influence reaches out and 
on ''as <loth the ripple on the lake's clear surf.ace." 

A chance for a tired, restless class of pupils to change their posi
tions for a few minutes, makes those aching, wriggling limbs com
fortable and quiet; now the hands and feet move only at the com
mand of minds freed from fretfulness, out of which the cobwebs of 
indifference, caused by poor circulation have been swept Thus 
they are enabled to work much harder and with better results after 
the change. 

Since our schools are to be instructed in those branches which do 
and shall work for our country's highest and best good; and since 
physical exercises a.re conducive to the mental and physical health 
of the taught, and are essential aids to discipline, gymnastics should 
be taught in some form. 

What kind depends upon the means obtainable. But like every 
other suhject, a judicious mixture of systems seems desirable. 

In Gorham Normal Scho:)l we have been working under Dr. 
Whittier's direction for nearly two year:,;. We use light gymnastics 
with something of the Swedish system, dumb bells and wands. 

In beginning the work two years a~o, we first presented the sub
ject to the graduating class of pupil teachers, picturing to them 
some of the needs of the public schools, and showing how they may 
be relieved by the use of gymnastics. This was done by giving 
simple exercises, and making the results plain by d:awing on their 
personal experience as students ; for example, the neck ffoxion 
which is restful taken after a study period, the shoulder blade move
ments which strengthen the muscles and thus tend to bring the 
ro.und shoulders into their proper place, the lateral trunk move
ments and waist tortions which are of great hygienic value, etc. 

The class became very much interested in the work. I was even 
importuned to give priv..1te instructions, and the books furnished by 
our principal were carefully read. 
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The first obstacle that presented itself was dress. I said but 
little about it, but wore a suitable blouse; very soon the A class 
girls appeared in pretty waists of various light tints, looking more 
attractive than ever; the other classes followed their example, and 
now that obstacle has practically disappeared. 

The enthusiasm spread and when I took the school as a whole 
they were ready to receive the work. 

A few of the lower class pupils were afraid it would be hard work, 
and some of the exercises might prove injurious to the health but 
when we began to use music with the drills, the enjoyment of the 
participants was so apparent, that none but those who were physi· 
cally incapable feared longer. At the present time, all in the school 
are required to take the exercise daily unless excused. 

The whole school take light gymnastics from Jve to seven min
utes, the classes as the A, B and C take dumb hells er wand drill 
together for eight or ten minutes, making an average of fifteen min
utes daily. 

We have in no case on any occasion picked pupi;s for the exer
cises; of course it is much easier for some than for others, but that 
it does all good is evident to the most casual observer, the improve
ment being noticeable in the gait, in the standing position and in 
the general carriage of the person. 

Befo~e we began work with the children, they had seen exercises 
given by the pupil teachers, had heard the music daily, and were 
longing to try the movements themselves. So that when I began to 
give the exercises to the lower grammar grades, it was both pleasant 
and profitable for them, and to add to their pleasure I taught them 
a short wand drill, which we took to counts, the music of the har
monica, or as a great treat, we went to the large school room and 
used the piano. Certainly "music hath charms'' to the young as 
well as to the old. I not only had the five minutes stated work in 
light gymnastics, but on hard days, which will come to all teachers, 
I would call them up for a little exercise at any time; the eyes 
would brighten, the tired look leave the face, and pupils and teacher 
would fepl refreshed. 

Our primary teacher, at the same time taught the little ones light 
gymnastics and it proves beneficial to those grades. 

This year I have taught the pupils in the highest grammar grades 
gymnastics. I use wand drill as an extra pleasure for them too. 

· They will work a little harder if we can get time to have a drill, and 
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already they are pleading for dumb balls. The parents believe in 
them with few exceptions, the few believe the good old way well 
enough. 

At the meeting of our County Institute in Gorham, the children 
came long distances in the rain, to give their part in the exercises. 
The parents in two cases brought daughters six miles. 

The exercises are enjoyed so much that often the pupils take 
parts of them at recess on the playground, and if the teacher will go 
out and direct the work their joy is full. 

The receiving the command in an intelligent manner develops 
attention, the following the command increases the ability to do as 
directed, thus developing the power to govern the mental and 
physical being. We do not expect to rival the ancient Greeks, and 
produce the greatest orator, or the greatest creative poet, or another 
leader among the philosophers of the world, by means of these 
exerci'Ses. but we do expect to send the \)oys and girls on in life 
with better moral, mental and physical powers, by having had this 
start in early life in habits of mental and physical discipline. 

If the school superintendents, committees, and people in authority 
could realize the benefit these exercises are to pupils and to teachers, 
we i,hould have gymnastics in some form in every school in the good 
State of Maine. 

The evening's exercises concluded with a gymnastic exhibition 
given by ten young ladies from the Brunswick High School, under 
Dr. Whittier's direction. The young ladies showed the main points 
in the German system, open movements, wand, and bar exercises, 
the Ling system, the ring exercises of Dr. Dio Lewis, Indian club 
and dumb bell work. Their work was a perfect illustration of the 
"American'' system, an adaptation from all the others, while they 
showed in all their movements the fine results of their training. 

SATURDAY l\'CORNING SESSION. 

'l'HE REPORT OF 'fHE COMMI'l''l'EE ON PROFESSION AL 

READING, 

presented by Rev. B. P. Snow of Yarmouth, was the first business on 
Saturday morning. The following books were recommended : Fitch's 
Lectures on Teaching, Quick.'sEducational Refurmers, and Rowland's 
Practical Hints, as the beginning of a reading course to be pursued 
by the members of the Society. This course will be continued, and 



150 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

ma<le the foundation of a progressive course of professional reading, 
leading up to a certificate or diploma from the Society for those who 
complete the course with credit. 

The next exercise was by Supt. Geo. I. Aldrich of Newton, Mass. 
It was a most entertaining and valuable talk, only an abstract of 
which can be given, on 

ARITHMETIC. 

Very few people use any arithmetic, except school teachers in the 
school-room. The New England people attach an unwarranted 
degree of importance to it, and by it alone many teachers arejudgecl. 
Arithmetic should be taught for a knowledge of numbers, expres
sions, operations, and the relations of numbers. The teacher should 
have a cleaily defined outline of the subject. All knowledge is based 
upon experience, and the duty is to give the child the largest possi
ble amount of number ;xperiences. Enlarge the scope of experi
ence. Bring the learner face to face with the thing he is to know; 
statements about the thing are useless. The terms used are figures 
of what the teachers should aim to present as real life. The 
mechanical part of arithmetic, the ciphering and doing of examples, 
requires no particular skill or knowledge. Practice irr it gives ready 
reckoners, facility in counting numbers. Accuracy should come 
first, tl:ien speed and independence of symbols. 

There should be automatic action of the mind. Mental arithmetic 
is a growing need, as giving this quick, automatic action of the 
mind and the freedom from symbolic representation. The thought 
side of the work has for its end accuracy in the reasoning processes. 
Speed shows itself in the quick penetration of problems. It is power 
rather than facility which is songht. There should be plenty of 
drill work, every bit of which should result in increased knowledge 
or skill. The habit ot attention should be cultivated. 

The teacher should make the pupils plucky and self-reliant. 
Explain very little and tell nothing. Never send the arithmetic 
lessons home, for fond relatiYes to do. The great value of arithmetic 
is not in the acquisition, but in the manner of acquiring it. The 
rules and definitions of the books are complete and well worked out, 
orderly in arrangement, but they do the child absolutely no good if 
they are learned as they stand, because they are in the book. In 
arithmetic, as in all teaching, so manage that the process shall value 
more than the knowledge that is produced. 
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The next topic assigned for the morning was a discussioa of the 

the question, 

WHA'r EDUCATION AL EXHIBIT SHALL MArnE :MAKE IN 

THE COLUMBIA~ EXPOSITION? 

Mr. Luce, the State Snperintendf'nt of Schools, outlined a plan 

for this. Those who attended the Philadelphia Exhibition of 1876, 
may remember that Maine's exhibit of school work there consisted 
of examination papers, etc , bound in volum, s. Mr. Luce's 
plan for Chic1go is more satisfactory and elaborate. He 
believes that Maine should make a good exhibit, to show what our 

schools are doing. and to give something for educators in other 

states to study. While not extensive it should be comprehensive 

and graphie. There should be first, a series of attractively drawn 
charts showing the distribution and effectiveness of our common 
schools, high schools, academil:'s, normal schools and colleges as a 
whole and in detail. These charts should be colored Jik"3 the maps 
in the census report, and show at a glance, the diffusion or the 
various kinds of educational opportunities in Maine. 

Second, there should be pictures and drawings showing exteriors 
and interiors of representative school buildings from the primitive 
log school-house to the most elegant and elaborate school building in 

the State. 
And third there will be State and town reports and catalogues, 

circulars, etc., to show the wo, kings of our school system and its 
results. 

Fourth, the actual work of the schools will be shown objectively 
in examination papers, etc., bound in volumes after the manner of 

the exhibition at Philadelphia. 

President Fernald, of the Maine State College, showed to what 
extent the State College and other similar institutions could assist 

in the exhibition. 

Mr. Dunton of Lewiston, made some valuable suggestions as to 
the contributions whicli the common schools could make to the 

exhibit. 
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The last exercise of the session before taking up the closing 
business was a paper, here presented in full, by Principal H. K. 
White of Lincoln Academy, Newcastle, on 

PA'r HIOTISM AND THE SCHOOLS. 

Fashion, craze, fad, called by whatever name, what curious things 
those are which start, have a run, die out and are forgotten. Think 
of the number even the last few years have brought and have carried 
away: blue glass, the rage for decoration, the craze for the antique, 
the roller &kate lunacy, the spt'lling match, and so on and so 
on-some good, some bad, some indifferent, all transient and 
fleeting. Get almost anything started and it is as sure to have a 
run as the grip. 'Where do the things start? What makes them 
go? D0 we have more than our share of them? Or are they general 
enough to be covered by that meaningless phrase "a trait of human
ity?" Perhaps here is another of those distressingly numerous 
"field:3 for the curious investigator." Somehow most of the universe 
seems to be laid out into fields of this sort. Must we put the ''flag 
over the school-house" in the same category with the other transient 
things I have mentioned? I am afraid those of us wh0 live ten 
years will be compelled to do so. It is a calamity for so good 
a thing to be in such company. A movement in every way 
praiseworthy, and of great importance, is having-I bad almost said, 
has had-a nm. Regard for the flag ought not to be allowed to die 
out. vVe, who can remember war times, wonder that there could 
bav6 been any necessity for rousing interest in the stars and stripes. 
We realized in a vague sort of way that with the seholars of to-day 
the war was but "a name and a tradition." We had, in a measure. 
got used to seeing a look of amused surprise come over the faces of 
the boys and girls when we asked them if they could remembe1· the 
Battle of Gettysburg. We knew that the tears which 8tarted to our 
eyes when we spoke of the death of Lincoln, seemed to them like 
l\Iark Twain's weeping at the tomb of Washington. 

But somehow we had never thought that they didn't look on the 
flag as we did. Poor things. how could 1they? They had seen it 
used for decoration only, or swung across the street as a sort of 
sign board for the names of party candidates. 

The attempt to awaken in the young an interest in the old flag 
came none too soon. The flag should be conspicuously displayed in 
every school-room; and the State should insist upon it that every 
teacher talk flag to the school. 
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To come more directly to my subject, what are some of the ways 

in which the public school can help and ought to help in developing 

in boys and girls a love of their native land? It is worth noticing 
that many causes have made oratory a much lt>ss important force 
than it once was. Sa_ying that it is a great and glorious thing to 

be an American doesn't move- even the young, as it once did. The 

flag no dou ht may be made a powerful indirect teacher of patriotism, 

and m11ch teaching is better done indirectly. Most teachers agree, 

for instance, that instruction in temperauce, manne1 s and morals is 
better givtn indirectly. In this, as in all teaching, the first and 

great eornmandmeut to the teacher is, TIJou s11alt know what thou 

teaehest, and the second is like unto it, Thou shalt know a little 

more. The teacher must b(~ intelligently patriotic. No perfunctory 

going tl1rough with a lesson on patriotism will have much effect on 

scholar,, not even if it is conducted in accordance with the most 

exaet sdu1Lific formula for teaching. The man who really loves his 

country will make a dozen different th!ngs teach patriotism; while 

the mau "ho has only a sneer for our institutions, is no fit instructor 

for th1~ young- The teacher needs to be full of American history; 

not stu:fft0 d with dates and facts, but alive wid1 the spirit of our 

history, adventures: Indian stories and all. He needs to be a citizen, 

with an appreciation of a citizen's privileges and duties. And if the 

teaclwr happens to be a women, she needs these thrngs all the same, 
if slle is to educate patriots. l\Iy impression is that a woman is 
more likely to fail here than i.:: any other department of teaching. 

It is undoubtedly true that neither history nor science of govern
ment cou:stitutes patriotism. The sublimest exhibitions of patriotism 

have come from people who knew no history, who had no national 

history bd1ind tbem, but who made history. Still the nation's past, 

intelligently taught, and intelligently learned, has an enormous 

infl.ueuce. To know what our fathers did, and why they did it, 

inspires us. Of course, memorizing dates is not history in this sense. 

A com pend of history is an offense to the young. No sensible man 

underv::ilut>s original critical historical research &nd investigation, 

but the place for these things is not in the average school, with the 

averag(· ~d10lar. I should prefer that a child be interested in the 
legend, if so it be, of John Smith and Pocahontas rather than that 

he be rep1 lied b_y uninteresting facts. It will be well for the teacher 
to realize tbat romance and fiction are often truer than facts. Sup

pose a h:.ilu is thrown over the past, we need it. )Ve do not need to 
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be told that a lack of veneration is an unfortunate characteristic of 
of the young. Ancestor worship may be irrational, but it is better 
for a man to worship his granrlmother than to worship nothing at 
all. 

Children probably appreciate and enjoy the biographical part of 
history most. What nation ever had men whose lives were more 
suitable for the young to study-more calculated to rouse and inspire 
them? 

In the study of history don't let the founding of Rome usurp the 
place of the founding of America. Don't think that anybouy can 
teach the history of the United States, while Greece and Rome need 
the attention of a scholarly instructor. American history deals with 
matters as vital to humanity as any the world has known. The 
high school would be the gainer if it dispensed with some of the 
Latin and mathematics, and even with some so-called science, and 
taught carefully American history and government. 

Much more ought to be made than is made of locnl history. 
Strange how it is neglected. One school-house in my town is situated 
on the spot where a garrison house stood in Indian war times. The 
garrison was attacked several times, and no spot in the country has 
a more thrilling history. Yet a lady, who attended school there, 
tells me that she never heard any of these things mentioned in school, 
though the children were made to commit the dates and leading 
events of King Pllilip's war. She said further that she supposed 
they never had a teacher who knew any of these things. In another 
district in the same county was a garrison house where, 9, part of the 
men having been surprised and killed or captured by the Indians, 
only two men were left to fight. 

A woman with a baby in her arms kept wat0h all night in the 
watch tower-that baby wag my great-grandmother. No one ever 
thought of mentioning the thing in sebool. This same great grand
mother saw Arnold on his way up the Kennebec, in his expedition 
against Quebec, and she lived until I heard her tell the story. But 
in a school-house which overlooked one of the places where he 
landed, I have lieard scholars recite about the expedition of Arnold 
without a hint that it was in any way different history for tu.em than 
the expedition of Alcibiades against Syracuse. I had a chance once 
to question some children who went to school in the district where 
Sir Wm. Phipps was born. Think of the story of that man\, life, 
and then just try to realize that those children never heard of him ! 
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Of course these examples could be multiplied indefinitely. If you 
care for none of these things you can't teach history ; at any rate 
you can't make history teach patriotism. 

Not to dwell on the fact that local events appeal more powerfu1ly 
to the young, while events at a distance are unreal, we at the present 
time need especially to be interested in locaJ matters. The virtue 
of seeing and appreciating things near at hand is a cardinal one. 
The children have long enough been taught about "the glorious land 
of somewhere else.'' I wouldn't teach scholars to sing "'I love thy 
rocks and rills," and tell them the same day that this particular spot 
''isn't fit for a white man to live in,'' and that •• Maine is a good 
State to emigrate from.'' 

I have small faith in that man's patriotism who cries down his own 
state and his own town. We have all heard of the people who are 
extremely solicitous for the salvation of the heathen, and neglect the 
common morals of their own families. The tendency isn't bJ acy means 
confined to religion. Men who would most hotly resent being called 
unpatriotic will say to you '-This town hasn't the least public spirit;'' 
"it is the most dead and alive place;" "the greatest place for gos
sip;" "a one horse town." Did they ever think what the Psalmist 
meant when he said, ''If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, may my light 
hand forget her cunning." 

If a man doesn't love his town which he has seen, how can he 
love his country which he has not seen? In a most decided sense 
patriotism begins at home. Teach the children that their first duty 
is to the place where they were born. Teach them somet~ing of 
what we have to be proud of ; not necessarily of the great West or the 
sunny South, but what l\'laine, Portland. Newcastle bas to be proud 
of. Make them understand that a common man is better off here 
than in most places. I wish we could more justly POINT WITH PRIDE, 

as the politicians say, to our country school-houses, our roads, and 
some other things; but it is well to impress it upon the young that 
patriots do not necessarily stand still and point with pride to what 
somebody else bas done. We have bad so much done for us that 
we almost forget that we are in the world to do for ourselves; not 
to grumble at wrong~ and imperfections, but to set about making 
things better. What right have we to find fault because everything 
was not done for us. We have no reason to mention wrongs except 
as we try to right them. No important duty is performed for our 
conntry by an indiscriminate criticism of the present order of things. 
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So far from showing strength ancl independence, it shows weakness. 
It takes a strong mind to see the good and have faith in the possi
bility of improvement, in spite of the bad. 

The most useless man for the country is he who sums up his pol

itics by sayiug: •'Both the great parties are corrupt, it is hard 
choosing between; I let politic.s alone." Teach scholars that they 

have no more right to let politics alone than they have to let daily 

labor alone. 
As I have said before, science of government is not patriotism, but 

some knowledge of bow we are governed is essential to intelligent 
citizenship, and the schools onght to give it. Let the young people 
learn how the town, the city is governed; that a man ought to go to 

town meetings ( and a woman too) ; that a man to be a patriot must 
be interested in the smallest local affairs; that a man need not 
necessarily be a democrat or a republican to be a pat riot-he may 
even be mugwump or a third party man. There is the great advan
tage in this kind of teaching, that the boy ( and the girl too) is 

interested. 

The school can teach and ought to teach something of the signifi
ficance and proper observance of holidays, that is, of .American 
boliclays. The old worthy who said that the day of the clecluration 

would be cPlebrated with thing of cannon, bonfires and ringing of 
bells has much to answer for. Iu our smaller villages the observance 
of the glorfous Fourth has degenerated into a time when the young 
hoodlum fepls that he is free to perpetrate crimes against society, for 
whicli he would be arrested on any other day. There is no more 
patriotism in this pandemonium celebration than there is in the 
monkeyish tricks of an April fool's day. Something, it seems to me, 

might be done towards teaching young people to celebrate the day 

rationally. 
The celebration, more properly the de:~ecration, of Decoration Day 

may well demand aUention. If the day is to be observf'd, let the 

school have exercises appropriate to it, in&tead of being turned 

loose for a general good time. We all know that prominent Grand 
Army men advocate the ABOLITION of the holiday because of its 
abuse, ·and the observance of Sunday instead. One man cannoL do 
much, but I will not allow boys to play ball on my school grounds 
on that day. Some years since, the son of a dead soldier belonged 
to the base ball nine in my school. The boys were arranging to 
go away for a game. This soldier's son refused to play. Some of 
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the boys, surprised, spoke to me ahout it. I told them r supposed 
be would naturally object to playing ball at his father's tunnal. 
The idea was new to them; tlwy had never r~ally thought what 
Decoration Day was. We who are old enough to have st'arched 
with agony the list of killed and woundeo after some great ba1tlt

we who have followed with muffled drums our own dead soldit'.rs to 
the grave, know something of its :ueaning. If you younger t(--'achers 
don't, try from the ranks lessPning every year who scatter flowers 
over their dead comrades, to cateh its significance, and teach your 

boys that it is not a day for base b:11l and boat race8. Let what is 
said of these two holidays snffiee tor all. The remedy for their abuse 
does not lie in abolishing holidays; make them mean something. If 
boys and girls look forward to them simply as days when tlwy can 
escape from school, holidays serve no good purpose for them. 

It has often been remarked that a man will dispute for bi.., religion, 
fight for it, die for it-do anything but live for it. Now these 

remarks need not be restricted to religion. Th~re is a sense, of 
course, in which it is true, "Greater love bath no man this, that he 

lay down his life." Still it is nothing incredible that a man may be 
surly, disagreeable, rather a pool' specimen of husband and father, 
and yet in some supreme moment, may not hesitate to give q,is 
life for one of his family. Not every man who ha-1 laid down his 
life for his friends, was a paragon of loveliness. Somehow, living 
for a thing is harder than dying for it. 

If the dreadful calamity of war should again fall on us we should 
not lack defenders. Your school, and my school, have in them those 
who would be ready. He who thinks men will fail then, dot>s not 
know the stuff men are made of. Our need of patriotic teaching, 
however, does not to-day lie in that direction. After all, the poorest 
use yon can make of a man is to kill him. War is an evil-an evil 
which, please God, humanity will one day outgrow; but when that 
day comes, when men i;hall beat their sword sinto plowsbarei and 
their spears into pruning hooks, the need for patriots will be~ as urgent 
as ever. The Civil War-glorified as it was by a splendid outburst 
of patriotism, left behind it many evils, as all great wars must do. 
Humanity instinctively bows with reverence before those who vol
untarily hazard life for their country, and this reverence goes far 
toward creating patriots in war. Let us teach that the man who 
lives for his country, deserves the same reverence as the man who 
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dies for it, that the multitude of commonplace patriots in peace is 

the nation's safety. 

Everybody agrees that young people ought to know something of 

what is going on in the world, but whether or not the knowledge of 

current events as gathered from the average newspapers will teach 

patriotism is quite anothnr thing. 

In the first place some teachers wonlfl get more patriotism out of 

the rule of three, than others would, out of the -'Star Spangled 

Banner." 
Again most newspaperi are gossips on a large scale. There is 

nothing elevating or inspiring to the young in reading the details of 

murder trials or crimes and accident~, which occupy so large a part 

of the ordinary newspaper, while the average political paper labors 
rather to abuse and misrepresent the opposition than to inculcate 

correct political ideas. On the whole, the thoughtful man who tries 
to read all sides is likely to find himself saying with Josh Billings, 
44 I'd rather not know half so much thfl.n to know so many things 
that are not so." I should hesitate about encouraging the study of 
the sensatianal daily or the intense part1san paper. With our num

berless publications we still lack the paper to put into the hands of 

spholars. 
But you say,-'·How much do you expect us to teach, anyway?" 

-",Ve already have more than we can attend to." '\Veil it would be 
a curiosity to see in one list, all the things various cranks have 

insisted that the school is especially bound to teach. Most of them 
too, quote that old Greek who said, •'Teach the boys what they are 

to practice when they become men." It is so handy to fall back on 
a creed or a proverb, instead of using one's common sense ;-and if 
one hasn't the common sense, the creed or the proverb comes in all 
the handier. The old Greek may have meant all right, although he 
probably meant, teach the boys to fight, and never dreamed of the 
application to be made of his words. Like many half truths, this is 

responsible for a multitude of evils. Anybody who stops to consider 
must see that in most respects you absolutely can't teach in school 
the things boys are to practice when they become men. But with 

referenoe to teaching patriotism, you can, if you can anywhere, 

follow the maxim with safety. 

Just a word here on another point which I think belongs to my 
subject. People are re-discovering the fact that man is physical as 
well as mental, that physical and manual training are necessities, if 
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you want the best results. Some of you who teach in the country 

may envy the splendid opportunities of the city teacher. 

Bnt the eity is findiog the neerl of that training the farm gives a 

boy, and learning that in order to compete with the little country 

school, maonal training schools are necessary. 

A f('W y· .r, t', , ince th ore were li,·iug three of the leading theologians 
of the UnitPd States, all from one little obscure country district away 
do-vn P~~r. i11 i\hine. 

The New York Tribune in an article on the country boy in busi

ness said, ·'It seems then as though the only uhance for the city boy 

in business ie that some country boy, when well established in the 

city, will want him for a clerk.'' A leading New England educator 

said to me "Three generations away from the soil, and the common 

family is wurtbless." 

Of counw both of these statements are exaggerations, but there 

is truth ill both. They mean, for one thing, that the country teacher 

with all his discouragements, is more likely to have a hand in train~ 

ing men and women who make their mark in the world, than is the 

teacher of the crowded city school. Tell the boys and girls the 

advant.age,;.; of country life; advise them to stay on the farm. So 

will you t.·.:,,·h the most practical patriotism. Heaven pity that poor 

fellow, tbl'. village boy, without either the stamina of his cousin on 

the farm or the culture of his city cousin. 

I thought w bile listenirg to last evening's programme, that after 
all. the bt>:--t gymnasium is all-out-doors, and the best movements 
tho~e which useful work calls for. The boy who gets up two hours 

before sunri..,e, builds fl.res, cuts wood and tends cattle, and walks 

two mileH to school, whatever else he may need, will hardly feel the 

neerl of light gymnastics. The girl who practices general house· 

work three or four hours a day, will find it an excellent substitute 

for school maneuvers, especially if the housework is1supplemented b_y 

a little out door work, such as driving the cows to pasture, gathering 

apples or chasing the pigs. 

I have seen at one time two of my boys on the boat crew 

at Bowdoin, two others on the college base ball nine, two others 
on the foot ball team and one in the tug of war team, while another 

was one of the two who reached the falls in the famous Labrador expe

tion last summer. All these were boys who wer.e trained be:ore they 

went to college in country gymnastics only, This I say, not to die

parage ph_ysical training, for I believe in it thoroughly, but simply 
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to call attention to the fact that the country boy has here a great 
advantage, especially if he has a good stirring father behind him. 

Finally, if th1:> State has a right to demand anything of the school 
which it supports, it certainly has a right to demand that scholars 
be taught to lr>ve their country and be instructed in their duties to 
their country. 

When traced to its source, the right of the State to educfl.te chil· 
dren rests on the necessity of training citizens. vVhat could be 
more absurd than entrusting three-fourths of this training to women 
and then shutting women out from all participation in public affiairs ! 
If they are either incapable of taking part in the affairs of the State, 
or are unwilling to do so, then are they, on that grouud alone, 
unsuited to teach in the public schools. Whatever the school of 
to-morrow may be, it must be an American school. ·whatever the 
demands the school of to·morrow may make upon the teacher, the 
time is surely coming, when the young lady who doesn't read the 
papers need not apply for a school. 

BUSINESS SESSIO~. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President-A F. Richardson, Castine. 
Vice President-0. l\I. Lord, Portland. 
Secretary and Treasurer-1\L H. Small, Norway. 
Executive Committee-A. F. Richardson, 0. M. Lord, H. M. 

Estabrook, G. A. Stuart, Mary A. Snow. 
Advisory Board-S. G. Jordan, I. Barton, F. C. Russell, Sarah 

M. Taylor. . 
Councillors-G. A. Purington, W. DeW. Hyde, 0. l\L Lord, E. 

P. Sampson, G. B. Files, G. A. Robertson, Miss Mary A Snow. 

THE RESOLUTIONS. 

The committee on resolutions reported through Principal B. P. 
Snow of Yarmouth Academy. 

The resolutions condemn the district-system of schools; commend 
the vigorou~ manifestation of professional feeling; favor the move· 
ment for a course of professional reading; call for more efficient 
supervision of town schools; that legislation be secured to permit 
committees to elect teachers to serve during the pleasure of the com· 
mittees; urging an increase of temperance instruction; commending 
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the movement to establish school savings banks; urging the est ab· 

lishment of school libraries; favoring instruction dept ecating cru11 y 
to animals; favoring some instrucLion in the science of agricuL u1·e; 

thanking the city of Portlanrl, railroad.,, etc., for courte:;ies extended. 

The committee to examine the system of school saviugs hanks was 

appointed as follows: l\les~rs. 1\Iitcllell of Roekland, Stetso11 of 

Auburn, and Chase of Belfast. 

MAl~E SCHOOLMASTER'~ CLUB. 

After the final adj(rnrnment of the soeiety. l\ie".isrs. Pari,,011F1, Lord 

and l\1itchl 11 reported a constitution for the l\laine s~hou1maste1 's 
Club, and it was organized with the following otfkers: 

PresidPnt-Pres. Wm. De\V. Hsde of Bowduin C,JllegP. 

Vice Pi·e3i<!~nt-). H. Or . .1,k~ of P1Lt-,lielil. 

SPcretary-J. l{. Dunton of Lewiston. 

Membership Cornmittre-Pn°sident Fernald of l\Iaine State Cd

lege; F. W. Chase of lldfast. and Supt. Russell ot Rdt:kland. 

Executive Committee-The PcesidenL and Secretary, Px-1iffe··i(), G. 
C. Purir.gton of Farmington, G. A. ~tuart of Lewiston, and E. P. 

Sampson of S1co. 

The oLjtiet of this society is the promotion of edu(•ation in the 
State by an interchange of ideas aud the fo3tcring of acq•rnintante

sliip among teachers. 

11 
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