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LAWS OF MAINE 

RELA.TING TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

1889. 

DUTIES OF TOWNS. 

SECTION 1. A town at its annual meeting, or Towns may 
determine the 

at a meeti1w called for that lHll'l)OSe may deter- r!u1:1ber and 
e ' • lnmts of schoel 

mine the number and limits of the school districts district,. 

therein, but they slrnll not be altered, discontinued or an­
nexed to other~, except on the written recommendation of the 
municipal officers au<l superintending school committee, 
accompanied by a statement of facts, and on conditions 
proper to preserve the right::; and obligations of the inhabi­
tants; but when in the judgment of the board, consisting of 
the municipal offi0ers and ::;ehool committee or supervisor, 
the number of scholari,., iu any district becomes too few for 
the profitable expen<liture of the money apportioned thereto, 
said board may sus1wu<l the school in said district School in a dis-

trict may be 
and cause such money to be expended for the suspended. 

benefit of said scholars, in the adjoining district or dis­
tricts. Sa.id board shall make a record of its decision 
in relation to such 8chool in said small district, sign the 
same and cau~e it to he recorded by the town clerk ; and 
8uch deei~ion shall rem:1111 in fol'ce until annulled by vote of 
the town, or by the action of a subsequent board. Said 
board may reserve not more than half of the How piirt of 

money may be 
money appropriated to such districts, to be used. 
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expended, in their discretion, for the convC'yance of the 

scholar:,; to an<l from school. 

Remote parts SEC. 2. Any portion of ft town too remote to 
may De omitted, l d · • .l' • ,l l · )e annexe to ex1:::it111g u1stnct::i, anu not rnvrno-

'-· .::, 

population sufficient to form a separate <li::itrict, may be 
omitted in di:::;tricting the town. 

Towns may SEC. 3. A town may aboli:::ih the school <li:::;triets 
a'lolish school th . d h• ll ti • J! tL 'th t k districts. erem, an s a rn1 eu pon 1or tl WI a e pos-
session of all the school-houses, lands, apparatus, and other 

property owned and used for school purposes, which districts 

might lawfully sell aud convey. The property so taken shall 

Property to be be appraised under the direction of the town, and 
appraised. at the next annual assessment a tax shall be levied 

upon the whole town, equal to the whole amount of said 

Tax therefor to appraisal, or such part thereof as the town shall 
~;J~~ieu 011 vote, and the remainder of said appraisal, if any, 

shall he levied by tax upon the whole town at the second and 
third annual assessments thereafter, or at the second alone, as 

-to be remitted the town :::.hall vote, and there shall be remitted to 
to district for the bx 1Jayers of each district the said 'lIJIJl''ll

0 secl property taken. < · ' ' '-

value of itR property thus taken, in the same proportion, 
ann~ally, as the tax therefor shall be levied, or the difference 

in the value of the property of the several dh,tricts may he 
adjusted in any other manner agreed upon hy the partie:::i i 11 

C 
. interest. Upon the abolition or discontinuance of 

ertam power~ 

dt~ti~~1
~i~ii~!-~ of an Ji district, its corpot·atc po\vcr~ and liabi Ii ties 

tinue. continue so far as may be necessary for the enforce-

ment of its rights and duties. 
[*\Vhenever any town shall have aholisbed its sehool di:-;­

tricts, as provided in section thl'ee of chapter elevPn of the 

revised statutes, such aetion shall he held to aboli:-1h :dl 
union districts formed hy said town in concunence with 
other towns as provided in section seventy-one of said 

chapter, and all districts which may have been specially 
chartered hy act of l{~gi~lature. In case of the abolition 

of any such union Jistrid, when the sehuol-house belong-

* Act of 1885. 
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i ng thereto is Ritu:tto within tho town abolishing, such town 
shall take posses:-;ion of said honse with all the appur­
tenances thereunto belonging, as in case of districts wholly 
within the town, but shall pay to the town or towns in which 
is situated the other part or parts of such district, for the 
benefit and use of such other part or parts, a sum equal to 
such portion of the value of said house and appurtenances as 

such part oi' parts shall he in equity entitled to, the same to 
be determined hy agreement of the municipal officers of the 

towns out of which such union district has been formed, or 
in case such officers .:annot so agree, by a board of referees 
hy them agreed upon. In case the school-house belonging 
to such union district is not within the town abolishing, said 
town shall pay to the inhabitants of it::, part of saill di"trict, 
hy abatement upon their t:ix(·~, a sum equal to their equitable 
interest in sueh schuol-liou:-:;e and appurtenances, the same to 
he determiue<l hy the municip:d officer:-:; of said town. ,vheo­
ever any town shall have ahofodwd its school di~trids, sneh 
<li::,trict:::; shall not he re-e::,tahlished within the three year:::; 

next thereafter. J 
SEC. 4. A town, at it-; annual meeting, may Towns may 

choose its school agents ; and vacaneies may be choo,e a,:;ents. 

fill(!d us in case of other town oflicen; not cho::;en by ballot. 
SEc. 5. A town, at it:::; annual meetin00-, may T own may au-

empower the 1-.chool di~trict :wents instead of the thorize ageuts "' - .:-, - to employ 

superintending school committee, to employ the teacher~. 

teachers, and when such power is granted to said agents it 
shall remain in for<.;e until othenvi:::;e ordered by a vote of the 

town at its annual meeting. 

SEC, 6. Every town shall raise and expend, Towns to raise 

annually for the SUJ)IJOrt of schools therein ex- for st'lwol:3 so 
' ' centB per 

elusive of the income of any corporate school inhabitant. 

fund, or of any grant from the revenue or fund::i from the 
state, or of any voluntary donation, devise or bequest, or of 
any forfeiture accruing to the use of schools, not less than 

eighty cents for each inhabitant, according to the census by 
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which representatives to the legislature were last apportioned. 

-penalty. under penalty of forfeiting not less than twice nor 

more than four times the amount of its deficiency. 

School fund and SEC. 7. When the governor and council ha vc 
!W1~~fdt1rg~ reason to believe that a town has neglected to 
~;~~:i~ent raise and exp~nd the school money required liy 

law, or faithfully to expend the school money received from 

the state, they shall direct the treasurer of state to withhold 

further payment to such town from the state school fund and 

mill tax until such town sati:,fies them that it has expended 

the full amount of school money required by law. 

'!'owns shall *SEC. 8. Towns shall provide school hooks for 
~~~k~(:~l'.:~~hool the use of the pupils in their public schools, nt 

the expense of said town; and all moneys raised and appro­

priated for that purposP, shall he asse:--sed like other moneys. 

Distribution and *SEC. 9. School committees shall make such 
preservation of. rul€s and reguliltions not repugnant to law' as 

they deem proper. for the distribution and preservation of 

school hooks and appliances furnished at the expense of the 

town. 
School books, SEC. 10. vrhen a 1rnr)il in the 1rnhlic school loses 
damages for ' 
injun!ig or de- destroys or unnecess·1rilv inJ.lll'e:; ·rny such school stroJ mg-, how ' ~ ' .J ' ' 

~~~-~~~~·tc°f book or appliance, furni:il1ed snch pupil at t-l1e 
expense of said town, his parent or guardian shall he not itied, 

and if the los::; or damage i::; not made good to the satisfaction 

of such committee within a reusonahle time, they shall report 

the case to the assessors, who shall include in the next town 

tax of the delinquent parent or guardian the value of the 

book or appliance so lost, destroyed or injured, to be assessed 

and collected as other town tuxes. 

Cities and towns SEC. 11. Any city or town may annually make 
~~i;~~\1;ui1'. in provision for free instruction in industrial or mechan­
~:~~~~i~~1;1u ical drawing, to persons over fifteen years of uge, 
may support ., l , <l · h l d d' · f evening schools. e1t 1Cl' 111 ay 01' evenrng SC 00 S, Ull er IrectlOU O 

the superintending school committee. tCities and towns may. 

raise and appropriate money for the support of evening 

*Amended, 1880. In effect Augtk,t 1, 1890, t Act of 1889. 
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schools in addition to the Rum they raise for the support of 
common schools. Said evening schools shall admit persons 
of any age, shall teach only the elementary branches and shall 
be under the direction and supervision of the local school 
board. 

SEC. 12. The assessors and superintendin2" A . t '--' pport1onmen 

School committee or school supervisors of towns of school mone:r 
' ' among the 

may annually apportion twenty per cent of all r::i~~~;~:;.~\ct,-
money required to be raised by section six, and towns, &c. 

twenty per cent of all money received from the state for 
schools, except money received under section twenty-eight, 
among the districts in the several towns, in such manner as 
in their judgment shall give to the smaller districts, as nearly 
as may be, an equal opportunity for a comffion school educa­
tion. 

SEC. 13. The assessors or municipal officers of Certificate of 

each town, shall, on or before the first day of each f~t~!~!~~~;~tc· 
M l t th t t • t d t f annui11ly to ay, ma {e o e s a e superm en en o com- state supt. 

mon schools, a certificate, under oath, embracing the follow­
ing items: 

I. The amount voted by the town for common • t t d ~.,_moun voe 
schools at preceding annual meeting. by town. 

II. The amount of school moneys payable to -payable 

h f th t t t d · h from state. t e town rom e s a e reasury urmg t e year 
ending with the first day of the preceding April. 

III. The amount of money actually expended -expended for 
c h 1 d · l I ~chools. 1or common sc oo s urmg t rn ast school year. 

IV. The amount of school moneys unexpended, -unexpended. 

whether in the town treasury or in the hands of district 
• agents. 

V. Answers to such other inquiries as are presented to 
secure a full and complete statement of school revenues and 
expenditures. 

SEC. 14. The state superintendent shall pre- Blanks furn. 

pare and furnish to the town officers such blanks ished to towu,;. 

as he deems proper to secure the fiscal returns required in 
the preceding section. He shall return to the supt. to make 

f• h fi ] f' J I ] I return to state treasurer o state on t e irst r uy o u y, annua y, treasurer. 
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a list of such towns as have made such fiscal returns; and no 

Moneywithheld school moneys shall be paid by the treasurer of 
{~~~s~elinqueut state to any town, so long as it neglects to make 

such returns. 
Duties of asse5- SEC. 15. ,vhen a school agent fails to return, 
~~u: fo11:e~;;;nt in April, the number of persons in his district 
schoJa,s. between four and twenty-one years of age, ex-

clusive of those coming from other places to which they 
belong, to attend a college or academy, or to work in a factory 
therein, the assessors of the town shall cause an enumeration 

Theirduty in thereof to be made. 'l'hey shall annually apportion 
:~:n°:J~~oning to ea(~h district, and to any inhabitants not em­
braced in a district, the money so raised, and all funds 
derived from any source for the support of public schools in 
their town, in proportion to the number of scholars 
aforesaid. 

E h SEC. 16. A town rmsmg- more money than is xce~s, ow ....., 
appropriated. required by section six, may, by vote, <lirect the 
excess to be apportioned to the several districts, as the assest'i­
ors and superintending school committee determine. 
"

1 1 
SEC. 17. No money appropriated by law for 

.:,c 100 money, 
f;;

11
tlict by public schools shall be paid from the treasury of 

any town, except upon the written order of its municipal 
-how avouched officers; and no such order shall be drawn by said 
officers, exc;ept upon presentation of a properly avouched bill 
of items. 

T t l 
SEC. 18. Every town shall choose by ballot at 

owns o c 10ose 

:~ri~tn:i::i~ing its annual meeting, a superintending school com-
~~!~:. or super. mittee of three, unless already done, to hold office 
as provided in section eighty-six, and shall fill vacancies 
arising therein at each subsequent annual meeting, or shall, 
in the same manner, choose a supervisor of schools, who 
shall perform the duties of said committee; and his election 

Sex no test of shall terminate the office of all members of such 
eligibility. committee. No person is ineligible to the office 
of supervisor of schools, or of superintending school committee, 
on accc..unt of sex. 
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SEC. 19. The superintending school committee ~ommittees 

may appoint one of their number, who shall have ~?Ji:RP;~~;iir~ 
all the power and perform all the duties specified in items five 
and twelve of section eighty-seven. 

SEc. 20. A town failin!r to elect members of N 1 t t '-' eg cc o 

superintendinO' Rchool committee or supervisor as choose comn.1it. o "' , < tee or supcrnsor 

required hy law, forfeit£ not less than thirty nor more than 
two hundred dollars. 

8Ec. 21. Towns mav make such by-laws, not T t k 
.J owns o ma ·e 

re1J1JO'nant to hw coneernin<,. habitn·tl tru·mts and by-l~w~ con-
o " ' ' :::, ' ' ' < cenung truants. 

children between six and seventeen years of age not attend-
ing school, without any regular and la_wful occupation, and 

growing up in ignorance, as are most conducive to their wel­

fare and the good order of society; and may annex a suitable 
penalty, not exceeding twenty dollars, for any Penalty. 

hreaeh thereof; l>ut such hy-la ws must be first approved by 
a judge of the supreme judicial court. 

SEC. 22. Such towns shall, at their annual Who shall com-

t . . . t . 1·e l)el"() s wl . I plain of viola. mee mg, appom one 01 mo ::; fl , 10 ,l one tiou of liy-laws. 

shall make eomplaints for violations of said by-laws, and shall 

execute the judgments of the magistrate. 

SEC. 23. Said magistrate, in plaee of fine, may Truant children 

order children proved to be growing up in truancy, Ei~1~~ti~~~~~:~: 
and without the benefit of the education provided for them 
by law, to be placed for such periods as he thinks expedient, 
in the institution of instnwtion, house of reformation, or 

other suitable situation provided for the purpose under section 

twenty-one. 

COMPULSORY EDUCATION.* 

SF.c. 24. Every person having under his con- Children be. 

trol a child between the aO'CS of eiO'ht and fifteen twee~ ages of 8 
u o and lJ years 

years, shall annually cause such child to attend, ;tt1fiit~~;~~01 at 

.co1· at least sixteen weeks some public school least 
16 

weeks 1 1 
• , , annually. 

which time shall be divided, so far as the arrangement of 

*.A.et of 1887. 
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school terms will allow, into two terms each of eight consecu­
tive weeks, and for every 1wglect of such <luty, the person 

lt f 
offending- sha11 forfeit a ~nm not cx<·cediri~.?.' twcntv--pena y or '---' u J 

neglect. five dollars to the trea1:,nrer of the city or town for 

the use of the public schools in snch city or town; hut if such 

child has been otherwise furnished for u like period of time 
with the means of education, equal to that taught in the 
common schools of the state, or if his physical or mental 
condition is such as to prevent attendance at school or applica­
-when pen~lty tion to study, such penalty shall not be incurred. 
shall not be m- Ch.Id 1. . • bl• h } • 
curred. 1 ren 1vmg remote from any pn IC sc oo m 
Children may'_ h . h" I h ·a b II d attend school in t e town ln W IC 1 t ey resI e may e a OWC to 
adjoining town. d h hi. h l . d. . . atten t e pu IC sc oo s m an a Jmmng town 
under such regulations and on such terms as the t1chool com­
mittees of said towns agree upon and prescribe, and the 
school committee of the town in which such children reside 
shall pay the sum agreed upon out of the appropriations of 
money raised in said town for school purposes. 
Cities and towns SEC. 25. Cities and towns shall n.nnnally elect 
~it~~~~~cttruant one or more persons, to be designated truant 

officers, who shall inquire into all cases of neglPct of the duty 

prescribed in section c,ne, and ascertain the rPasons therefor, 
and such truant officers or any one of them, shall, when so 
directed by the school committee or supervisor in writing, 
-duties. pro~ecute in the name of the city or town any person 
liable to the penalty provided in said section. Every city or 

town neglecting to elect truant officers, and truant officers 

neglecting to prosecute when directed, as required by law, 

Penalt.y for shall forfeit not less than ten nor more than fifty 
neglect. dollars to the use of the pnhlic schools in the city 
or town neglecting as aforesaid, or to the use of the public 
schools in the city or town where such truant officer resides. 

C t
• The municipal officers shall fix the compensation ompeni-a ion 

~!r~·.uant ofil- of the truant officers elected as pre~cribed in sec-

tion twenty-five. 

B , t. SEC. 26. Every boy between the ages of ten oys o cer arn 
ages refusing to and fifteen years who refuses to attend school as attend s~hool to 
be sent to Re- required in ~cction one and Who may he found form school. " 
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wandering about the streets or public places of any city or 
town during the school hours of the school day, while the 
school of which he is legally a scholar is in seRsion, on com­
plaint of the truant officer::; as providi·d in sedion three, shall 
be committed to the State Reform School ; provided, how­
ever, that it shall be the duty of every truant -proviso. 

officer previous to making complaint under thi:3 section, to 
notify the truant or absentee from school, also the person 
having him under control, of the offence committed and the 
penalty therefor, and if the truant officer can obtain satisfac­
t<>ry pledges that the child will conform to section one of this 
act. he shall forbear to prosecute so long as such pledges a.re 
faithfully kept. 

SEC. 27. Police or municipal courts and trial ,Turisdiction of 

ju:::,ticcs shall have jurisdiction of the offences officers. 

Je:::,crihed in sections twenty-four, twenty-five and twenty-six. 

FREE HIGH SCHOOLS. 

Sr.c. 28. Anv town which establishes and st t 'd t f 
u a e ai o ree 

maintains a free high school as provided by this high school. 

seet ion and the seven following, for at least ten weeks 
in any one year, shall, on complying with the conditions 
hereinafter set forth, receive from the state one-half the 
nmrnmt actually expended for instruction in -amount. 

~miJ s~hool, not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars; 
provided, that no town shall receive such state aid Proviso. 

unless its appropriation and expenditure fo~ such school, has 
been exclusive of the amounts required by law for common 
school purposes. Such aid sh~ll be paid from the How paid. 

state treasury on and after the first day of each December, 
upon certification by the governor and council as provided by 
sect ion thirty-five. But whenever a town or district desires 
to draw its state aid semi-annually, it shall be paid on and 
after the first days of June and December; provided, Proviso. 

thut the superintending school committee of such town makes, 
semi-annually, before said days, the rep0rt required in section 

thirty-five. 
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SEC. 29. Any town may establish and main-
Free high 

t
scbools, anyt b tain not exceeding-. two free high schools; and in such 
c;:iwn nm) es a - ..__ 

lish two. case shall receive the same state aid as if the ex-
penditures of both schools had been made for one. Two or 

a. . . more adJ. oining- towns may unite in establishing-
-a JO!lllllg L~ '--' 

~~::;~;{;~rcbapl. and maintaining a free high school, and both shall 
receive the same state aid as if such school had been main­
tained by one town. So long as any town declines to avail 

b 1 d
. itself of the foreg-oing- provisions, any school dis--sc 00 18· '-- '--' 

!~t~t~1;~~~ trict, or union of districts therein, may establish and 
maintain a free high school, and receive state aid the same as 
Proviso. the town might have done ; provided, that no more 
than two such free high schools shall be established in any 
t<1wn, and that the amount of uid extended to the districts in 

1
. . . any town shall not exceed the sum that the town 

-a1 JOlllll1g 

fihdiWe~'.!~~·icts might have received. Two or more adjoining 
~~~:l1~,ri:? school di~tricts in different towns muy estahlit'lh 
and maintain a union free high school, and, with the consent 
of both towns, may rC'ceivc a proportional part of such aid, 
to be determined ns provided hy section thirty-five, but in no 
Towns Rhall case to exceed the amount that either town might 
receive and have received Towns sh:l'W. 1·eceive in tru8t and 
expend domt- • 

tions and faithfu llv exr)end o-ifts and bequests made to aid in bequ.e.ts. ~ ::-, 

the maintenance of free high schools, and shall receive aid in 
such cases to the same extent and on the same conditions as 
if such schools had heen established and maintained hy tn.xa­
tion; and any town or district shall receive such state aid on 
any expenditure for a free high school or schools, made from 
the funds or proceeds of the real estate of an academy or 
incorporated institution of learning, surrendered or trans­
ferred to such town or district for educational purposes; but 
if any part of the money so paid by the state is expended for 
any other purpose than the support of such free high schools, 
as provided by this section, then each person so misapplying 

Penalty for said money forfeits double the sum so misap-
misapplying 1· d t b d • t• f d ht • th moi;cy appro- p le , 0 e recovere Ill an ac 1011 0 e , Ill e 
f[Jt;~a by name and to the nse of the town, by any inhabitant 
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thereof; and no town shall receive further support from the 
state for any free high school, until the amount so received, 
but misapplied, has been raised and expended for such free 
hjgh schools by such town. 

SEC. 30. Any town, or union of towns or dis- Location. 

tricts, voting to establish a free high school as herein pro­
vided, may locate the same permanently, or vote that the 
terms thereof be held alternately i"n such diRtricts within the 
town or towns as may be i::,elected, and as may accept said 
school. The district in which said school is thus School-rooms, 

&c, how sup-

held, shall supply approprjate equipments, and fs\~!tand furn-
furnish a vrnrm and suitable building for the same ; provided, 
that such district may use its school-house for such Proviso. 

free high school, when not required for ordinary school 
purposes. 

SEC. 31. The course of study in the free high Course of study, 

schools, shall embrace the ordinary English aca- :i~t~i~;~au 
demic studies, especially the natural sciences in 
their application to mechanics, mau ufactnres and agriculture ; 
but the ancient or modern languages and music shall not be 
taught therein except by direction of the superintending 
school committees having SlllJC'rVision thereof.* Exception 

Such schools, when established by any town or union of 
towns, shall be free to all the youth in such town or 
towns on such attainments of scholarship as shall be fixed 
by the committees having supervision thereof. vVhen such 
school is established by any district or union of Schools to be 

districts, it shall be free in the same manner to the {~~1;~/Ji~~~ct 
scholars within such districts, and open also to scholars 
pa~sing the required examination from without such districts, 
but within the towns in which said districts are situated, on 
pnyment to the agent of the diP.trict in which such school is 
located, of such tuition, to be fixed by the superintenuing 
school committee or committees having surervision of the 
same, as is equivalent to the cost a scholar of maintaining 
such school, after deducting thti aid extended by the state. 

* Amended 1887 and 1889. 
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~:~. ~~~
1
\tttces Whenever in the judgment of the superintending 

fv~l~'.~ulrr~!n school committees having the supervision of any 
f~\iii~ment of free high school or schools, the number of pupils 
in the same may be increased without detriment, scholars 
from without the towns directly interested in such school or 
schools, may be admitted to the same on passing the required 
exitmination and paying such tuition as may be fixed by such 
committee, to the treasurer of the town in which the school 
is kept, when the school is maintained by a town or union of 
towns, or to the agent of the district in which the :;chool is 
kept, wlH:11 such school is maintained by a district or union 
of districts. 

Free high SEC. 32. Free high schools, established and 
:~

1~fi<~1!;h~Jrct nrnintained under the foregoing provisions, are 
laws, C'xcept l • t t th l } t" t 1 1 in certain cases. SU )JeC · 0 e UWS re a Ing O common SC 100 s, 

so far as applicable, except as otherwise provided. When 

-established by established and maintained by a town, they shall 
towns how b d h • • d • 
managed. e un · er t e superv1s10n an entire management 
of the superintending school committee of such town. "Then 

-established by established and maintained by a union of towns, 
union of towns. such school shall be under the supervision and 

entire management of the t:lehool committees of such towns, 
who constitute a joint hoard for that purpose. When estab-

t bl. h db lished and maintained by any district or union of -es a 1s e y 

districts. districts in the same town, such school shall be 

under the supervision of the superintending committee of 
such town, or of the state superintendent, whP.n the district 
or districts so elect, and under the financial management of 
the agent of the district in which such school is kept, who, 
in connection with said committee or superintendent, shall 

-establishcdby employ teachers for the same. When established 
~lflt~~~ti~wns. and maintained by two districts in different towns, 
such school shall be under the supervision of the superintend­
ing school committees of such towns, who constitute a 
joint board for that purpose, and under the :financial manage-
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ment of the ugents of both districts, who, in connection with 
said committees, shall employ the teachers. 

SEc. 33. Towns und school districts may T owns may 

raise money for establishing and maintaining free ;:j~t~~~r~~{eto 

hiO'h schools and erectino- buildino-:; and IJrovidino- high schools. 
0 ' o O o 

equipments for the same, in the same manner as for sup-
porting common schools and erecting school-houses. 

*SEC. 34. Any town may from year to year 
1
, 
owns may con-

a u tho rize its superintendino· school committee to tract with a~d 
h pay academies 

contract with and pay the trustees or directors of }~1

1
~t

1~\lf~~!a~1t 01s 
any academy or high school for the tuition of scholars. 

scholars resident within such town, in the studies contem­
plated by the six preceding sections, under a standard of 
scholarship to be establi~hed by such committee ; and the 
expenditure of any town for tuition in such academy or high 
school shall be subject to the ~ame conditions, and shall 

entitle such town to the snme state aid as if it had -entitled to 

d h d · f' f h · h h 1 state aid for ma e sue expen 1turo or a reo 1g sc oo . cxpcmliturc. 

SEC. 35. Su1Jcrintending school committees 8 . t d' ._. upenn en mg 

having the supervision of free high s·chools, shall, ~i~~~\!~:;11it-

annu·1lly before the first day of J nne make returns annual return to ' ' , state supt. 

under oath to the state superintendent, on blanks prepared 
and sent out by him, of the amount appropriated and the 
amount expen'cled by each town or school district for instruc­
tion in such free high schools during the current year; also 
of the amount appropriated and the amount expended for 
common school purposes by each town or school district 
maintaining the same ; the number of. weeks during which 
such schools have been taught; the wages paid each teacher; 
the number of pupils registered; the average attendance; 
the number of pupils in each branch of study pursued, and 
the amount received for tuition. If the state superintendent 
is satisfied that the provisions of the seven pre- st t . a e superm-

ceding sections hnve been complied with, he shall ifl~·d!~1\~
0
n~:rto 

Certify to the O'OYernor ·md council the SUm which wiiich ~owns o ' arc entitled. 

* Amended 1889. 
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each town or district is entitled to receive from the state. 
Any town or district, dissatisfied with his decision, may 

G d appeal to the g-overnor and council. The Q'ov-overnor an ....., , , 
c_ouncil to cer- ernor and council shall issue a certificate to the 
t1fy amount to 
treasurer. treasurer of the town, or agent of the district, 

for such amount as they adjudge such town or district 
entitled to receive from the etate treasury. Any person 
connected with the managc~ment of such free high schools, 
either as teacher, agent, committee or supervisor, who in any 
way aids or abets in defrauding the state into the payment in 
Penalty for support of said schools, of more than is contem­
defrauding 
11tate. plated by this chapter, shall forfeit not less than 
five hundred · dollars, or be imprisoned in the county jail 
not less than one year. 

;c~1si~1:s~f&c., SEC. 36. The trustees of any academy or 
~.~;!~\~·~~der other corporation formed for educational purposes 
establish free b • • f h f · J high schools. may y a ma,1or1ty vote o sue o sa1 trustees 
as reside in the state, surrender the whole, or any part of the 
property belonging thereto, to the municipal officer" of any 
town, or the trustees of any school fund in any town in 
which said academy or corporation is situated, for turning 
the same into a free high school as hereinafter provided, 
and said municipal officers or trustees, for the time being, 
'Irustees of free shall be a board of trustees to take and hold said 
g~ftfe:cirls, property for maintaining a free high school; and 
upon receiving said property, they slrnll use proper diligence 
to make the same produce income for the support of "aid free 
high school. 

Property, how SEC. 37. When such vote is so passed, the 
conveyed. treasurer of said tru:-5tees shall convey, assign and 
deliver to the municipal officers of said town, or the trustePs 
of such fund, all property belonging to said academy or 
corporation for the purposes indicated by the preceding 
section. 

Income of 
pr(}perty, how 
applied. 

SEC. 38. The municipality accepting the prop­
erty in trust, as named in section thirty-six, shall 



SCHOOL LAWS OF MAINE. 17 

apply the income thereof tow,trds the support of a free high 
school, to be kept within said municipality, at least twenty­
tw0 weeks in each year, and provide suitable accommodations 
for the same, and the superintending school committee or 
supervisor in said municipality shall determine the qualifica­
tions necessary to entitle any applicant tQ enter Qualification of 

or attend said free high school, and no one shall ~~J~i;~~i~ict~ 
attend it without the certificate of said officers to that effect. 

SEC. 39. All scholars residing within the Tuition to be 

municipality aforesaid, having such certificate, r.:;i~!tt:on­

may attend said school without tuition fee, and all scholars 
not residents of said municipality, may attend said school, 
upon such terms and conditions as said school officers impose. 

POWERS AND OBLIGATIONS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

SEc. 40. Sehool distrids, whether a part of Sch 01 districts 

one or more towns, which have exercisetl the privi- ri~~l~~rpora-

leges of a distriet for one year, .1re presumed to he legally 
organized; antl all districts legally organized are corporations 
with power to hold and apply real and personal estate for the 
support of schools therein, and to sue and be sued. Execu­
tions against them may be satisfied as executions Executinns 

· d j 11 · _ b • ag-ainst them agnmst towns are; Ul} l1 a Slllts 01' USlileSS, how satisfied: 

they may he described by their numbers as fixed by the town, 
by the name which they have assumed, or if they have no 
certain name, by an appropriate general description. 

SEC. 41. Any person qualified to vote in town Who are legal 

affairs is a voter in his school district. voters. 

SEC. 42. School district meetings may be Notice of meet-

called by the agent, on the written application of ing,, how given. 

three or more voters, stating the reasons and. objects thereof. 
When there is no agent, or when he neglects or refuses~ they 
may he called by the municipal officers, or any justice of the 
peace, on like application. 

2 
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Rt f O 
SEC. 43. On receivin!! such application, the e urn o pr P· .._., 

~:1~:1c;;- ~~!ice. agent or municipal officers, or jnstice of the peace, 
as the case may be, shall cause notices specifying the ti me, 
place and purposes of the meeting, seven days before the 
time appointed, to be posted in two or more public placl'~ in 
the district, one of which must he on the school-house, if 
m1y, or published in a newspaper, if any, printed in the town. 
The certificate of such ngent or municipal officers, justice of 
the peace, or any person required by their warrant to give 
notice, returned at the time and place of meeting, is evidence 
that the notice therein stated has been given. 
"f t. f SEc. 44. Meetings of any school district which, 
_1_, ee mgs o ._, 

:~~i1v~1rtcts prior to March twenty, eighteen hundred and ~ixty, 
were duly called by selectmen, or by an agent of such 
district, without application in writing, signed by any number 
of the legal voters thereof, and stating the reasons and objects 
of such meeting, are as legal and valid as they would have 
been if called upon such application. 
Uownotified. SEC. 45. The district, at a legal meeting, may 
determine the manner of notifying future meetings. 

Moderator to Le SEC. 46. At such meeting, a moderator shall 
chosrn. be choseu, with the same powers and duties as a 

moderator of a town meeting, but need not be sworn ; and :it 

the first meeting every year, a clerk shall he chosen, be 
Clerk sworn S\YOl'n by the moderato1· Ol' a justice of the IWHCC, 

shall record all votes passed at cfo,trict meetings <luring the 
year, and until another is chosen in his place and sworn, may 
certify copies from the records of such district, and correct 
errors, as provided in section ten of chapter three. 
Choose agents. . SEC. 4 7. Every school district at its annual 

meeting, shall choose a school agent by ballot, unless chosen 
by the town; and may fill a vacancy in that office at a meet­
ing called for the purpose. 

Powers of I\ SEC. 48. A school district, at any legal meeting 
district. called for the purpose, has power : 
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I. To raise money for en,eting, repairing, 11:a:nimemone.r 

n__.nting, purchasing and removing s1H·h sel10ol-ho11~es and 

out-huilcling:::i as the wants of tlw distriet require; for 

purehasing or renting land tlwr('for, and for yarJs anJ play 
grounJs; for purchasing a lil,rary, uten~ils, hlack-bo:trds) 

globes, maps and other useful apparatus; for providing water 

for school-houses by means of wells or aqtH'<.htcts, with nec­

e:::,sary conveniences for the health am1 eomfort of teacher and 

pupils; and for enclosing tho grnund;::; alHl nppnrtenances of 

the sehool-hou~es. 

II. To determine where school-houses shall be Loeate school-

located. houses. 

III. To dispose of any school-house or other scu them. 

property, if necessary. 

IV. To determine at ·what age the youth Regulate admis­
therein may be admitted into schools kept by H, ~ions to school8

• 

master or mistress, and whether, and upon what terms, 

scholars may be admitted into their schools from other towns 

or plaees. 

V. To instruct the superintending school e;om- rn
8
truct com­

mittee or supervisor at what time the schools ~~~;~,s;e~uper-
:J tl h 1 l 11 d B{'hools shall COllillH'llCe ; UllU · 1e SC 00 S S la commence an commence, 1<,;;c. 

continue as voted by the district, unless, in the opinion of 

the selwol committee or supervisor, it would be detrimental 

to the best interests of the district en account of contagious 

disease or other good reason; but in to\vns or cities that have 

abolished the district system, the school committee 111 towns with 

or supervisor shall deterrnine the commencement, no districts. 

and duration of the schools therein. 

VI. To allow the school-house to be used for Use of school­
rneetings of religious worship, lectures and other house. 

similar purposes. 

SEC. 49. Any school district maintaining Graded district 
graded schools, may raise for the support of schools. 

schools therein a sum not cxceeJing that which it receives 

from the town in addition thereto. 
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Committee to SEC. 50. A district may choose a committee to 
superintend , , , 
money alfairs. SU perm tend the expenditure of money legally 

raised by it, to examine and allow accounts, and to draw 
orders on the town treasure1· for the amount raised. 

SEc. 51. When, at a meeting of a school dis­
Mi~o!ity dis- tifot called for raisino- money fol' anv particular 
satisfied, may ~ J 

appeal to town. purpose, a majority of the legal voters present are 

opposed to raising a sum sufficient, in the opinion of the 
minority, tor such purpose, the municipal officers, on written 
1:1pplication of five or more voters, made within thirty days aft('r 
such meeting, shall insert in their warrant for calling the next 
town meeting on town :dfoirs, an article requiring the opinion 
of the town on the disagreement; and if the town thinks it 
necessary or expedient, they may require a sum sufficient for 
such purpgse, if exceeding what the district was willing to 

I, 1. . raise, to be a8-sessed on the }Jolls and estates thcre-rocee< mgs m 

rnl:h ca,,;c,;. in; and it shnll l>e assessed, collected and paid, as if 

originally raised by the district; and thereupon the munici pn I 
officers shall appoint, in writing, three suitable inhabitants of 

said district, a committee to superintend the expenditure of 

the money for such purpose, with all the powers of a com­

mittee chosen by the di~trict, in pursuance of the provit-,ion8 
hereof. 
':Vhen the. ~rec- SEC. 52. vVhen in the opinion of the superin-
t10n, repanmg, ' 

~1i~!\~1i ~~ ~ur- tending school committeP, any district in their town 
:~i0

~ehi1~ci~red unreasonably neglects or refuses to raise money for 
and completed • • • • h · h l 
by the town. erectrng, repa1rmg, renting or pure asmg a sc oo -
house or school-houses and out-buildings, such as the wants 

.of the district require, or for purchasing or renting land 
,therefor and for yards and play grounds, the municipal offi­

cers, upon wrictten application of said committee, shall insert 

,in their warrant for calling the next town meeting for town 

affairs, a1,1 arUcle to see if the town will vote to raise money 
in such district for said purposes. Any sum so voted shall 
tbe assessed upon the polls and estates therein and collected 
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and paid as if originally raised by the district, and there­
upon said officers shall appoint three suitable inhabitants of 
the town a committee to superintend the expenditure of the 
money for such purpose, with the powers of a committee 
chosen by the district pursuant to law. 

SEC. 53. In school districts not having any Sameindistricts 

legal voters to transact district business, money ~~;~~;. no 

may be raised and expended in the manner and for the pur­
po'ses specified in the foregoing section. 

SEc. 54. Two or more di::,tricts, by vote at n· t. t 1s nc s may 
their district meetinO'S m·1y unite to support a unite f_or s~1P· o ' ' port vf umon 

union school for advanced scholars, and appropri- school. 

ate therefor a portion of the school money assigned to each 

dh,trict. But if more than one-fourth of the Provision, if 

voters present and voting at any meeting object, itJ~itrtii 
only the per capita share of the schol:m, attending such union 
school, shall be so appropriated, without the written assent of 
the superintrnding school committee. 

SEC. 55. Two or more districts mav unite for Schon! districts 

the purpose of establishin<,. and m·tintainino- a mar m!ite to 
b ' r., mamtam graded 

system of graded free schools. for such time as schools. 

they determine, when a majority of the votf.~rs present and 
voting at a meeting of each district, legally ealled for the 

1Jur1)ose, so determine::;; and the derk of each dis- r 
O 1. 

r ceec rngs 
trict shall forth with furnish the town clerk with u in such ca,es. 

certified copy of such votes, who shall enter said votes upon 
the town records ; ·and tlwreaft er such districts shall con- · 
stitute one district, to be known by the name that its inhabi­
tantti adopt; aud have all the riglih a11J powers and he sub­
ject to all the liabilities of otlwr sclwol districts for said time; 
and, during said time, the town :-,hall not alter or divide it, 
without the consent of a majority of its voters; and at the 
expil'ation of said time each Jistriet slnll resume its district 
organization, unless a majority of the vuters in each, vote to 
continue the united district; and at its annual meeting, it may 
misc money for the support of its school:,, in addition to what 
it receives from the town, anu not exceeding three-fifth::; 
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D\s~ricts main- thereof. An v school district maintainin()' O'raded 
taunng schools, .J b b 

may raise schoob may raise money for supr)Ort of its 
money. 

schools as herein provided for districts composed of two or 

more districts. 
. f SEC. 56. At any district meeting called for the 

Location o 
school-hous~s, pur1)ose of rerr10vin()' a school-house or locatin()' 
howdetermmed, b b 

in case of disa- one to be erected if more than one-third of the greement. , 

voters present and voting, object thereto, the clerk shall 
make a record of the fact ; and the municipal officers, on 
written application of any throe or more of said voters, or of 
any committee of the district, made within thirty <lays there­
Proceectings. after, shall, as soon as may be, appoint a time and 
place in the tfo,trict to hear the parties, and give the notice 
required for a dit:itrict meeting; after such hearing, they may 
decide where the school-house shall be placed; and shall, 
within ten days, give a certificate of their determination to 
the clerk of the dist riot, who shall forthwith enter it on his 
records; and the district shall proceed to erect, or remove 
the school-house, as if determined by a sufficient majority of 
the voters present at said meeting; hut no such officer resid­
ing in the diRtrict, shall have a voice in such determina­
tion; and when a majority of them reside therein, or do not 
agree, the superintending $Chool committee shall do all the 
duties herein required of the muBicipal officers; and if the 
district refuses or neglects for sixty days, to carry such 
determination into effect, the municipal officers or said school 
committee, at the expense of the district, shall, if need be, 
purchase a lot for said house, and cause it to be erected or 

In tnwlls with removed thereon. In towns which have abolished 
no districts. their school districts, the location for the erection 

or removal of school-houses and requisite buildings and for 
play grounds shall be designated by vote of the town at any 
town meeting called for that purpose. 
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S1w. 57. ,vhen a location for the erection or T 1 , owns IDNi\' ay 

removal of a school-house and requisite buildings f~~~:~ht~1

1\
1~~1

1~
1
se 

has been legally designated, and the owner thereof cases. 

refuses to sell, or, in the <,,pinion of the municipal officers, 
asks an unreasonable price for it, or resides without the state 
and has no authorized attorney or agent therein, they may 
lay out a sehool-house lot, 1i<>t exeee<ling one hundred ::,;quare 
rods, mH1 npprai:-:-e the damages, as is provided· for laying out 
town W:lj'S and :tlllJI aisinO' the damao-es therefor· o o ' Damages, how 

nnd on payment or tend(Jr of Huch damagc•s, or if Hpprnised 

sueh owner does not re::-ide in the state, upon depositing such 
damages in the treat--u1·y of i:-;ueh town or district How paid. 

for his use, the town or district designating it may take such 
lot to be held and used for the 11Jut·1,1uses aforesaid; 

1
-- t t t ,o s o rever to 

and when such school-house has ceased to he owu_.r_if not 
<>ct·upied for 

thereon for two years, said lot reverts to the two years. 

owner, his heirs or assigns. And any town or city may take 

real estate for the enlargement or extension of any Eit1~7
1 
~~~~J;;001 _ 

location desio-nated for the erection or removal of hon~e 101~· play-o grounds,&,·. not 

a school-house and requisite buildings and play ~?~!1!~v~ttr1~~et 
grounds, as herein provid<->d; but no real estate shall be so 
takeu within fifty feet of a dwelling house. 

8Ec. 58. If the owner is aggrieved at the locu- 0 .__._.,, wners ag 

tion of the lot 01' the d·rniao·es 'lW'll'dfld he m•tv grieved,i~sne 
' < l'"l ' < ' ' " may be tned 

apply to the county commi::;;sioners within one by jury 

year, who may change the location and assess the damages, 
and the proceedings shall be conducted as in section eight, of 
chapter eighteen. If the damages are increased, or the loca­
tion changed, such town or district shall pay the damages and 
costs; otherwise the costs shall be paid by the applicant. 

SEC. 59. Any town or ::;chool district which, Sehoolhouse 

by its officers or by a committee, has designated, i~~~{tf~;;~~1

1:
0
us 

l t d ] d 'l d I t l · h t t re-e~tablished oea e anc CSCI'I >e a O ll poll W 1IC O erec , and made valid. 

move or repair a ::;ehool-huu::,e, and from mistake or omission 
has failed to comply with the law, whereby such l0cation has 
been rendered invalid, may, on petition of three legal voters 
and tax payers thereof, apply in writing to the selectmen of 
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said town, and have the lot, so designated or descri.bed, re­
appraised by them. 
1'.T t· f SEc. 60. The selectmen of any town to whom .1., o ice o ap-
prai~ementand such ap1Jli(.'ation ha:::; been made shall forthwith 
heanng to be ' - ' 

given. give not less than seven nor more than t·wenty 

days' notice, to the clerk df said district a11d to the owner of 
such real estate, or to the person:::. having the same in charge, 
of the time and place by them fixed for sueh heal'ing, anJ 
shall, after examination and hearing of all interested, appraise 
the lot as set out and affix a fair value thereon, exclusive of 
jmprovements made by said district or town, either by build­
ings or otherwise; and shall, as soon as practicable, notify 
the district clerk, and the persons interested in said estate 
who had been notified as hereinbefore provided, of the sum at 
which said lot has been appraised. 

Sum, how as- SEc. 61. The sum fixed .as the value of said 
~~~r:it:r1 lot shall be assessed, collected and paid over as 
provided in section fifty-eight. 

Tender t, be SEC. 62. Any sum which has been tendered 
allowed in and is in the hands or under the control of the paymeut. 

person owning or having charge of such land, shall Le 
allowed in payment of said appraisal. 

Landowners SEC. 63. If the district, or the persons owning 
may appeal. or having charge of the land on which such loea-

tiou is made, are dissatisfied with such appraisal, either party 
may within ten days appeal to the county commissioners of 
the county in which the land lies, by filing a copy of the prn­

ceedings and a claim of uppeal with sai<l eommi.:::;sioners, and 

the determination of a majority of said commissioners not 
residents of said di~trict, shall be final. 

Improvements SEC. 64. \Vhen any school distriet or tolVll 
~~~fr~ct town or has erected or moved a. building upon such lot or 

in any way improved the same, ::,;uch improvement shall inure 
to the benefit of such town or di::,;triet, and the same may he 
as completely occupied and controlled by such town or dis­
trict as it would have been if such location had been in strict 
conformity to law. 

I 
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SEO. 65. The legality of a tax assessed to Tax not affeded 

build, repair or remove a school-house and to pay fJc,~;[~0~.in 
for a lot, shall not be affected by any mistake or error in 
the designation or location thereof. 

SEC. 66. A plan for the erection or reconstruc- Pl • b an oO e ap-

tion of a school-house voted by a town or a dist1·ict, ~\~~!?tt~~-s s. 
shall fir::;t be approved by the superintending school committee. 

"'EC. 67. A school district at a legal meeting, SummerscLool,;. 

may determine what proportion of their school money shall 
be expended for the support of a summer school ; and the 
school committee or supervisor shall expend it accordingly, 
if practicable. 

SEC. 68. When the scboo l is kept in part by a l\Iaster and mi~­

mistress, and in part by a master, the district may tress' schools. 

determine by vote, or may authorize the superintending school 
committee to determine, from time t0 time, what description 
of scholars shall attend each. 

SEO. 69. Each district where more than one 1). t. t 1s .nc s may 

school is kept at the same time, may choose annu- ~~~·~~cclacso;I~~1
it-

ally, or one third in each year, a committee to scholars. • 

determine what description of scholars shall attend each 
school, to classify said scholars, nnd to transfer them from 
school to school ; and unless such election is for one year 
only. they shall at their first meeting, determine their re­
spective terms of office by lot, and certity the result to the 
district clerk; they or the dit:itrict shall fill vacancies as they 
occur; and they shall transmit a copy of their annual report, 
if printed, to the state superintendent. 

SEC. 70. A district may appropriate not ex- Districts may 

cecding one-tenth of its school money for any purcirnse library 

year, to purchase a school library and apparatus for the use 
of the schools therein, and may make proper rule::; for the 
preservation and management thereof. Adjacent districts 
may, by vote of each, unite for the purpose aforesaid. 
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ScHooL DrsTRICTS Fo:Rl\rnD FROM Two OR MoRE TowNs. 

TwG or more SEC. 71. Two or more adjoining towns may 

~~1~:f;~ ~~;iti1~~: concur in establishing school districts from parts of 
ing districts. each when convenient, in determining their limits, 

and in altering and discontinuing them; and they and their 
officers, excl'pt as herein otherwise provided, may exercise 
the powers and duties relating thereto, which a town may 
relating to its own districts. If such district has existe<l 
fit'teen ye:trs, either town may disconnect its parts, without 
concurrence of the others, by leaving all the district property 
to what remains. 

lfow 81H:h fa. SEC. 72. The superintending school commit­
;:;;;~.i:;~:~;L1~.:1 tee, municipnl officers, assessors, treasurer, col­
lector, and constaliles of the town where the school-house of 
surh district is situated, or has been located, or where the 
school is k{0 pt; or if there is no such school-house or school, 
such officers of the oldest town from which a part of such 
district is taken, shall have Hll the powers and perform all 
the duties relating to it, which they have and perform relat­
ing to distriets wholly in their own town; and such assessors 
shall assess all taxes, vote<l by such district, according to a 
valuation made by them, uniform throughout the district. 
The powers specified in section fifty-six, may be exercised in 
such district by the concurrent votes of said towns, or the 
joint acts of the municipal officers or superintending schnol 
committees thereof, and application shall he made to each of 
them accordingly. Sections fifty-seven and fifty-eight apply 
to such distriets. 
Assess?rs to SEC 73 The assessors of each town from appo1 t](Jn mon- ' ' 

fiic~~. such dis- which a part of such district is taken, shall annu-
ally apportion to it a t-hare of the school money of their town, 
according to the number of scholars in such district living in 
their town. 

Such district SEC. 7 4. Such district shall annually choose 
shall choose its its iwent and his contract shall bind each town in 
agent. < o ' . 
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propmtion to an<l not exceeding the amount which it is re­

quired to pay him :tt-l aforesai<l; and all agents and officers 

thereof shall have the same powers and privileges P•wersofits 

and perform the same duties as in districts wholly officers. 

in one town. 

ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF MONEY RAISED OR 

BORROWED BY DISTRICTS. 

SEC. 7.5. "\,Vhen a district votes to raise money Echool district 

for any legal purpose, its clerk shall forthwith, or ~~~~=~~'.f';nd 
·within the time prescribed by the distriet, certi(y collected. 

the amount thereof to the asse:;sors of the town, and the time 

when it must he rais<.·d; and within sixty <lays after receiving 

such certificate they sh al I assess it as they <lo town taxes, on 
the pulls and e:::;tates of the re:::;idents an<l owners in the dis­

trict at the time of raising said money, whether wholly in 

their town or not. and on the non-resident real estate in the 

di:::;trict. They shall then make their warrant in due form of 

law, directed to any colleetor of thei1· town or of the district, 

if any. if not to a constable, requiring him to levy and collect 
such tax an<l pay it to the town treasurer within the time 

limited in the warnint; and they shall give a certificate of 

the as,,essment to such treasurer, and may abate such taxes 

as in the case of town taxes. 

SEC. 7 G. The U8Sessors may include in their AssesRors 

·1ssessment ~uch st1m C>ver and ·ibc)ve the .. uni com- author~zed to 
< ti < " asse,s u µer cent 

mitted to them to assess, not exceeding five per overlay. 

cent thereof, as a fractional division renders necessary, and 

certify that fact to the town treasurer. 

SEC. 77. The town treasurer shall pay the ex- Assessment of 

f . d 11 . h l d. school rlistrici pense o assessrng an co cctrng any sc oo IS- tax, how paid. 

trict tax out of the money of the district, upon the order of 

the selectmen. 

SEC. 78. Section one hundred and forty-two Districttaxes 

f h t • · d 11 h , t' l• t• assessed with-() C ap er SIX, an a Ot er Sec lOnS re d. 1ng out authority. 

to the same subject apply to taxes assessed by or for 
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school districts, so far as applicable; but the district and not 

the town is liable. 

Powers and SEC. 79 The col1ector or constable, and the 

~~:t)e~i!i~0~~~~~ town treasurer, or treasurer and collector, if one 
pensation. person is both, each have the same powers and are 

subject to the same duties and obligations in relation to dis­

trict taxes, as to town taxes; and they and the asbessors shall 

be allowed by the district for their services, a compensation 

proportionate to what they receive from the town for similar 

services. 

,.1 t d. SEC. 80. The money su raised and JJ:tid shall 
u oney a 1s-

~i!~!ii~ie~~strict be at the disposal of the district committee, prn-

viued for in section fifty. 

District may SEC. 81. A distnct, at a legal meeting called 
~0°rr~~Iu~~;;J01_ for that purpose, by a vote of two-thirds of the 
house. t d t' l vo ers present an vo mg, may >OlTow money to 

erect a school-house, and to buy a lot therefor, on a time nut 

exceedi11g ten years, payable in equal annual instalmeut:::, hut 

for no other purpose, and in no other manner; und when they 

do so, the clerk shall forthwith certify such vote to the 

assessors and. treasurer of the town. 

rn~trictmay SEO. 82. The district may nppoint an agent or 
~~ri;;~~1

Jt~~:~~to agents to contract such loan, who may biud the 
district, and give the necessary ::;ecurity therefor, a copy of 

which shall be filed by him with the town clerk, and entered 

on the town records. The money thus proeu red :--lrnl l be re­
ceived by the town treasurer, npplil'd for the purposes afore­
said, and paiJ out in the same ma11ne1· as money raised by 

taxation for the same purpo::;es. 

Duties ofassess- SEC. 83. At eaeh annual assessment of town 
~::~~.such taxes after such loan, the assc~sors of the town 

shall assess the amount of the in::;talment Hild inh·rel'!t for that 

year, on the po1ls and et:-late:::, in the <li::;trict, as if the district 

had voted to ruise it, and it sliall, in like manner, he collected 

and paid to the town treasurer, who t:,hall pay each im,talment 

and interest as it becomes due, on derrnwd of the owner of 

the security. 
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SEc. 84. A district vot i nz to raise a sum ex- n· t .. t 
u 1s nc .s n1ay 

ceeding three hundred dollars under the provisions ~;fi~~1~7;1\~~~~:ed 

h f I 11 1. 1 l l l l ] l exceeds three ereo , may e ect a co cctor >y ):l ot, ,v 10 S 1a hundred dollars. 

give hond to the inhabitants thereof, with sufficient sureties, 
approved hy the municipal officers; have the same powers 
and be subject to the same duties and obligations as a ~ollector 
of town taxes ; and receJve such compensation for collecting 
and paying over such taxes as the district votes at the meet­
ing when he is chosen. The district clerk shall file a certified 
copy of his election with the town clerk, who shall record it, 

ttnd f3nch record shall be evidence of the collector's election 
by the d;strict. 

Powi,:ns AND DcnEs OF SurERINTENDING SmrnoL 

Co11MITTEES. 

SEC. 8.5. 1Jc.mbers of stq)(-'rintending school Oflicers to be 

committees and supervisors shall he sworn. sworn. 

SEC. 8<i. School committees at their first Snpt. ~chool 
' cornmlttees 

meeting, shall designate hy lot, one of their ~t~();
1
!1~t~'lll 

number to hold office three years, and another ~m~~~etcimsof 

two years, and certify such dPsig-nation to the town clerk, to 
be by him recorded. The thircl member shall hold office one 
year; and each member eleeted to fill the place of one whose 
term expires, sha 11 hold office three years. They shall fill 
all vacancies in their numher until the next annual town meet­
ing. Two members constitute a quorum; and if there is but 
one in office, he m:iy fill vac:rneies; provided, however, that 

if the one thus remaining in office declines or neg- Vacancies, how 

lects to fill such vacancies, the municipal officer::, fillcu. 

shall fill the same ; and they shall fill all vacancies arising in 
the office of supervisor until the next annual election. 

SEC. 87. Superintending school committees Duties. 

shall perform the following duties: 

I. They shall appoint suitable times and places Appointtime 

for the examination of candidates proposing to !~~J!1~~:i1~rof 

teach in town, and shall give notice thereof by teachers. 
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posting the same in t,vo or more p11hlic plnccs within the town 
at, least three weeks before tlH\ time of ~aicl cx:1rni11atio11, or 

hy the publi~ation of said notice for ~t lik(• tinw in 011e 
or more ncwspapc1·0 haviIJg the lnrge~t ('irculation iu tlie 

<..:ounty. The.Y. ~hall employ teaeher::-; for the ::-;event! d i;:,trid::, 
in the town, unless the town othenvi~e vote, a:, provided in 
section five, and notify tbe seVf'I'ai H~bool agenb of the 
teachers employed and the compeno.~ttion agreed to he paid. 

!School week and Five days constitute the school week, und four 
mouth. weeks a school month. 

I t t f 
II. On satisfactory evidence that a candidate ns rue ors o • 

l~~t~Lexamina- possesses a good moral charncter, and a temper 
and disposition suitable to be an instructor of youth, they 
shall examine him in reading, spelling, English grammar, 
geography, history, arithmetic, hook-keeping and physiology, 
and such other branches as they desire to introduce into pub­
lic schools, and particularly into the school for which ho is 
examined; also as to his capacity for the government thereof. 

Certificate to III. They shall give to each candidate foun<l 
teachers. competent, a certificate that he is qualified to gov-

ern said school and instruct in the branches above named, and 
such other branches as may be necessary to be taugbt therein; 
or they may render valid by indorsement. any graded certifi­
cates issued to teachers by normal school prin<.:ipals, county 
supervisors or the state superintendent. 

Direct course of IV. Direct the general course of instruction, 
i~~t1~~k~iand and select a uniform system of text-books, due 
notice of which shall be given ; any text-book thns intro­
duced, shall not be changed for five years unless by a vote 
of the town; any person violating this provision shall for­
feit not exceeding five huudl'ed dollars, to be recovered in 
an action of .debt by any school officer or person aggrieved. 
* And when said committee have made such selection of school­
books, they shall contract, under scdiou eight, with the pub-

*Amended 1889. In effect August I, 1890. 
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lishers for the purchase and delivery thereof, and Purchase all(l 

make such rules as they deem effPdual for their b~~k~·.rntiun of 

preservat10n and return. 
V. Examine the schools, nn<l inqnire into 

the regulations and discipline tlH~1·e\)f, :tml the pro-

ficiency of the scholars, for whid1 purpose one or more of the 
committee shall visit each school at least twice in summcT a1Hl 
twiee in winter; and nse thci1· influence to secure the n_•gulnr 
attendance at school of the youth in their town. 

VI. After due notice and investigation, they MaycJiRmiss 

shall dismiss any teacher, although having the ~~~~~~r:~~/0~~use. 
requisite certificate, who proves unfit to teach, or whose 
scrviees they deem unprofitable to the school; and give to 
sni<l teacher a certificate of dismissal and of the reasons 
therefor, a copy of which they shall retain, and immediately 
noti(y the district agent of such dismissal, which shall not 
deprive the teacher of compensation for previous services. 

VII. Expel any obstinately disobedient and Expel sd101ar~. 

di~o,·d<·rly scholar, after a proper investigation of his behavior, 
if funnel necessary for the peace and usefulness of the school; 
and restore him on satisfactory evidence of his repentance 
and amendment. 

VIII. Exclude, if they deem it expedient, any -exclude 

pC'l'~Oll not Vaccinated, although otherwise entitled !~~~l:~:~e~r 
to :id mission. 

IX. Direct or approve in writin!! the expendi- ,,. t 
LJ -uirec expen-

t u re of school money apportioned to inhabitants clitnres. 

not i nel uded in any district. 
X. Prescribe the sum, on the payment of 'b 

-prescn e 

hich persons of the required age, resident on r~li~!r1~i~"c~~'!(! . 
• ,~rritory, the jurisdiction of which has been ceded to the 
U nitcd States, included in or surrounded by a school district, 
may attend school in such district; and when such territory 
adjoins two or more districts, they shall designate the one 
where they may attend. 
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-Classify XI. Determine what description of scholars 
scholars. shall attend each school, classify them, and transfer 
them from school to school in districts where more than one 
school is kept at the same time and no district committee is 
elected, and they may authorize the admission of scholars in 
one district into the schools of another. 
-shan make XII. At the annual town meeting, they shall 
annual report. make a written report of the condition of the 

schools for the past year, the proficiency made by the pupils, 
and the success attending the modes of instruction and gov­
ernment thereof, and transmit a copy to the superintendent 
of common schools. 

[*Provision shall be made by the proper local school 
authorities for instructing all pupils in all schools supported 
by public money, or under state control, in physiology nnd 
hygiene, with special reference to the effects of alcoholic 
drink:-, stimulants and narcotics upon the human system. 

No certificate shall be granted any person to teach in the 
public schools of this state after the fourth day of July, 
eighteen hundred and eighty-five, who has not passed a sat­
isfactory examination in physiology and hygiene, with special 
reference to the effects of alcoholic drink:,, stimulants and 
narcotics upon the human system. J 
Annual state-

SEC. 88. They shall annually make a statement 
ment. containing the following particulars: 

I. The aruount of money raised and expended for the 
Particulars. support of schools, designating what part is raised 
by taxes, and what part from other funds, and how such funds 
accrued. 

II. The number of districts and parts of districts in their 
town. 

III. The number of children between four and twenty-one 
years of age, belonging to their town in each district, on the 
first day of April preceding. 

IV. The number of such children who reside on islands, 
or in any other part of the town not in any district. 

•A.ct ot 1885 
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V. The whole number and the avernge number -return of 

of scholars attending the summer schools; the scholars. 

whole number and the average, attending the winter schools, 
also the total numher of different t:lcholars attending school 
two weeks or more of the preceding year, as shall appear 
from the teachers' register returnable to said officers agree­
ably to section ninety-six. 

VI. The averagA length of the summer schools in weeks; 
the average lenghth of the winter ::;chools in weeks ; and the 
average length of the schools for the year. 

VII. The number of male, and of female teachers em­
ployed in the public schools during any part of the year. 

VIII. The wages of male teachers a month, and the 
wages of female teachers a week, exclusive of board. 

IX. They shall give in their return::,;, the lllllil- -return~ to 

her of scholars corrected to the first day of April ;~y:(;;ii1t.common 

preceding the time of making said returns, and foll and com­
plete answers to the inquiries contained in the hlunk forms 

furnished them hy law; certify that such statement is true 
and correct, according to their best knowledge and belief; 
and transmit it to the office of the state superintendent on or 

before the first day of each May. \Vhen but one member 
of the committee remains, he shall make said returns. 

SEC. 89. If anv school agent neg·lects to make If t 
1 J .__ agen neg ects 

the return req ti ired in section ninet v-four the school to make return 
~ ' ofscholars,1:'i.8. 

committee shall immediately make such enumera- committeemust. 

tion and be paid a re2sonable sum therefor, to be taken from 
the amount to be apportioned to the district of such delin­
quent agent. 

SEC. 80. They shall return under oath to the Committeetore­

assessors, on or before the fifteenth day of May, !~~~1~:! ?! each 

annually, the number of scholars in each school ~~!~;~~/s~ 
district, according to the enumeration prnvided for in sections 
eighty-nine and ninety-four. 

*SEC. 91. If any parent, master or g-uardian, Committee to 

after notice from the teacher of a scheol that a furni,h books if parents or guar-

ch i l d under his care is deficient in the necessary dians neglect. 

*ltepealed after August 1, 1890, by act of 1889. 
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school books, refuses or neglects tu furnish them, the super­
intending school committee, on being notified by the teacher, 

D 1. t shall furnish him with them at the expense of the e mquen s 

~:ie~:/axed town ; and such expense may be added to the next 
town tax of the parent, master or guardian. 

C t . t SEC. 92. Superintendin!! school committees ompen!a ion o , , 

S.S. committee. and !:!Upervisors, Oll satisfying the municipal offi-
cers that they have made the returns to the superintendent of 
common schools required by law, shall receive for their 
services one dollar and fifty cents a day and all neceesary 
travelling expenses, and no more, unless ordered by the 
town. 

POWER8 AND DUTIES OF SCHOOL AGENTS. 

Agents to be SEC. 93. Each school agent elected by the 
!:t:rJt!~~m town 0r district, shall b~ sworn by the moderator, 
town or district clerk, or a justice of the peace. and continue 
in office one year, and until another is chosen and qualified in 
his stead ; his duties and powers are as follows : 

-torallRchool I. In March or April, annually, to call a dis-
meetings. trict meeting for the choice of an agent, and for 
other husiness, by causing notice to be given as provided in 
this chupter, which meeting shall he called by the agent with­
out application therefor . 

. d t 
1 

IL To provide fuel and utemdls necessary for 
-proVl e ue, 

&c. the schools, make repairs upon the school-houses 
and out-buildings, and procure insurance of the rmme if the 
di::,trict so direct; hut no more than one-tenth of the money 
apportioned to the district shall be expended for such repairs 
in one year, exclusive of fuel and insurance. 

III. He shall, within the year for which he is 
If agent neg-
lect~, special chosen perform all the duties required by law 
ageni may be ' , 
appointed. and if he refuses or neglects so to do, so far as 
praetieable, the municipal officers, on complaint of any inhabi­
tant of the district, and after due notice and investigation, 
may appoint a special agent to discharge such dutiee, who 
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shall be sworn, and have all the powers and perform all the 
duties of school agent for the district. 

IV. To return to the municipal officers, prior T t'"' o accoun ,or 
to the expiration of his term of service, an account expenditures. 

of his official expenditures, with the necessary vouchers. 
V. When school district agents are empowered -Jo notify com-

mittee or super 

by the town to employ teachers, they shall, before =~t~or:out 

the commencement of a term of school, give written notice 
to some member of the school committee or to the supervisor, 
when it is to commence, whether to be taught by a master or 
mistre~s, and how long it is expected to continue. 

SEC. 94. Each school agent shall return under A t 
gen s to return 

oath as aforesaid to the assessors and school com- }~~t~ffo!~8f~18 

mittee, in April, annually, a certified list of the ~;:;st~;.°;;e to 

names and ages of all persons in his district, from four 8 · 8 · committee. 

to twenty-one years, corrected to the first day of said month, 
leaving out of said enumeration all person::. coming from 
other places to attend any college or academy, or to labor in 
any factory, or at any manufacturing or other business. 

SEC. 95. In school districts not having legal s. s. committee 

voters, the school committee of the town shall d:Je~~~f~;~nt. 
perform the duties imposed upon school agents by specifica­
tions two and four of section ninety-three. 

DUTIES A!{D QUALIFICATIONS OF lNSTRUCTOJlS, 

SEC. 86. Every teacher of a public school Teachers to keep 

shall keep a register thereof, containing the names 2choct registE>.n:. 

of all the scholars who enter the school, their ages, the d1a,t€,, 

of each scholar's entering and leaving, the number of days. 
during which each attended, the length of the school, the·· 
teacher's wages, a list of text-books used, and all other facts; 
required by the blank form furnished him; such register sha.Ui 
at all times be open to the inspection of the school committee-, 
and be returned to them ~at the close of the school. No 
teacher shall be paid for his services, until such v t t b .d .1.,0 o e pa1 

' t l fill d } t J , d ' d til.l. register is reg1s er, proper y e , comp e ec, an R1gne , completed, 
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is deposited with the school committee, or with a person des­
ignated by them to receive. 

Instructors of 
SEC. 97. The presidents, professors, and tutors 

f
1
~1~C:~~~ ~~~.~f of colleges, the preceptors and teachers of acade-

ity, Jus_ti<·l' and mies ·rnd all other instructors of. youth in 1n1blic 
pat11otism. ' ' ' 

or private institutions, shall use their best endeavors to 
impress on the minds of the children and youth committed 
to their care and instruction, the principle:s of morality and 
justice, and a saured regard for truth; love of country, 
humanity, and a universal benevolence; sobriety, industry, 
and frugality; chastity, moderation, nnd temperance; and 
all other virtues which ornament human society ; and to lead 
those under their care, as their ages and capacities admit, 
into a particular un<lt>rstanding of the tendeney '->f such 
virtues to pret-erve and perfect a republican constitution, 
seeure the blessings of liberty, and promote their future hap­
piness: and the tendency of the opposite vices, to slavery, 

.degradation and ruin. 
SEC. 98. 'Whoever teaches a diE-trict school 

Forfeiture for 
teaching with­
.ont certilicate. without first obtaining a certificate from the school 

committ~e of the tovvn, forfeits not exceeding the sum con­
trarted for his daily wages, for each day he so teachRs, and 
is barred from receiving pay therefor; and no certificate 
shall be valid for more than one year without the approval of 
the superintending school committee annually endor8ed 
thereon; provided, tlrn,t any town may, by vote, on Proviso. 

an article in the warrant calling any legal meeting, employ its 
supervisor to instruct any of its schools and fix his C(Jrnpensa­
tion therefor. In such case the certificate herein before men­

tioned shall not be required.* 

SCHOOLS IN PLANTATIONS. 

P f l 
*SEc. 99. Plantati@ns have the same powers 

owers o pan-

:~i~~~f ~~sft~I~~s. and liabilities as towns, for the formation of dis-

* Amendid 1889. 
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tricts, electing committees or supervisors, treasurers, eol­
lectors, and school agents, and for raising, assessing and 
collecting school money, to be apportioned and expended as 
in towns; and the districts therein shall elect school-district 
officers, whose powers and duties shall be the same as those 
of like officers in towns. The assessors of plantations may 
take a census of the inhahitants thereof, at the expense of the 
plantation, and ·when so taken, the money raised therein for 
schools shall be upon the baRi8 of such census and not upon 
the census of the state. 

SEC. 100. School district meetings ::,hall be District meet-

called by the asses:5ors of the plantation, on the ing, how c-tllecl. 

written application of three or more legal Yoters in the dis­
trict, stating the reasons and objects thereof, and notice shall 
be given as for meetings in town school districts. 

SEC. 101. Such districts, at meetings called :~:~0 ~:~is(~istricts 

for the purpose may r-iise monev and choose com- monev and . 
' < J choose comnnt-

m i U ees to hire, buy or build a school-house for ~~fii~1 1~~1:~~~ 
their use ; and the plantation assessors shall make a valuation 
of the real and personal estate in the district, whether owned 
by residents or not, including wild lands, assess the money 
so raised on the polls and estates, and commit the tax to the 
collector, who shall collect it and pay it to the treasurer. 

STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 

SEC. 102. The governor with the advice and Appoinirnent 

consent of council, shall appoint a state superin- ~~fc!~rm of 

tendent of common schools, who shall be sworn and continue 
in office three years, or during the pleasure @f the executive; 
vacancies shall be filled by a new appointment for a like term. 

SEC. 103. An office shall be provided for him To have an 

at the seat of government, where he shall preserve ~,(1~~~0tt the 

all school reports of this state and of other states which he 
may receive. the returns of the sehool committees of the 
various towns, and such books, apparatus, maps~ charts, 
works on education, plans for school buildings, models, and 
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other articles of interest to school 0fficers and teachers as 
may be procured without expense to the state. 
Duties. SEC. 104. His duties are as follows : 

I. To exercise a general supervision of all the public 

T 
. schools, and to advise and direct the town com-

o exercise gen-

~t~cfi~~~~vieion mittees in the discharge of their duties, by circular, 
letters and personal conference, devoting all hi:S time to the 
duties of his 0ffice. 

-obtain and dis­
II. To obtain information as to the school sys-

sem.inate inf~)r- terns of other states and countries and the con-
mation rclatmg ' 
to school sys-~ dition and ])l'<'Wre"s of common school ed ncation 
terns, etc. b "' 

throughout the world; to disseminate this information, with 
such practical hints upon the conduct of schools and the true 
theory of education as observation and investigation convince 
him to be important, by public addresses, circulars, and 
articles prepared for the press ; and to do all in his power to 
awaken and sustain an interest in education among the people, 
and to stimulate teachers to well directed efforts in their 
work. 

t k III. To take such measures as he deems - a e necessary 
mea~ures tor necessary to secure the holdin<r of a st·tte educa-
holdmg state b ' 

!~~~i:~;~~rnlcon- tional convention once each year, with a view of 
bringing together the teachers, school committees, and friends 
of education, for consultation with. reference to the interest 
of common schools and the most approved methods of in­
struction. 

h ll IV. If sufficient encouragnr111·nt is afforded by -may o c ,_ 

f:~~~Y insti- the citizens, to hold in each co1111ty once during 
each year a public meeting or institute for teachers and edu­
cators . 

. 
1 

b V. To prepare and cause to be printed and 
-to pubhs 1 a · 
stra~ts of pro- distributed such portions of the proceedinas of 
ceedmgs of such b 

conventions. state institutes or teachers' conventions as he 

-prescribe 
studies to be 
hug ht. 

deems important in the furtherance of education. 
VI. To prescribe the studie8 to be taught in 

the common schools, reserving to town commit­
tees the right to prescribe additional studies. 
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VII. Annually, to report to the governor and 
council the result of his inquiries and investio-·1- -mitke report to 

o < governor &nd 

tions, and the facts obtained from the school council,imnually. 

returns, with such suggestions and recommendations as in his 
judgment would best promote the improvement of common 
schools. 

*VIII. Biennially, as soon as practicable after . 
-to comp1lc, 

the adjournment of the leo-islature to compile and Publi~h and di;i-
n ' tribute amended 

have printed in pamphlet form, three thouimnd school laws. 

copies of the amended school law of the state and distribute 
the same to the municipal and school officers of the several 
towns. 

*IX. To prepare and issue biennially such -i~sue circulars 

circulars of information and advice to school offi- ~~t1J~~h;~ti~:1 

cers, relating to new school enactments, as he {;\~~~ion to new 

shall deem necessary for the intelligent and effectual enforce­
ment of such enactments. 

SEc. 105. Such su•Jerintendent shall prerJare 8 . t d t t upenn en en 

and print blank forms for all returns required by }~/;~rt~~ ~~~n 
law, or deemed by him necessary, and shall, on ~~~·~1~.~at:

1~~tir 
the first day of each March, forward to town clerks, blanks 
for the annual school return, and registers for the school 
year commencing on the first day of April following; and 
said clerks shall forthwith deliver the same to the school 
committees of their towns. 

SEC. 106. He shall on the first day of each To notity delin-
' qucnt school 

June, notify the school committee of any town whose ~i~~'::f;.~1e:i~tl:~ 
returns were not received at his office in May, and t:t~?:1:~1~~~~­

shall, annually, ascertain on the first day of July, ~rtwcen 4 and 

the number of children between four and twenty-one years 
of age, in the towns from which returns are received, and 
furnish a list thereof to the treasurer of state. 

TEACHERS' CONVENTIONS. 

[I. Whenever not less than thirty of the teachers and school 
officers of any county sh~ll have formed an association under 

*Act of 1889. 
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rules of government approved by the state superintendent of 
cornmcrn schools, for the purpose of mutual improvement in 
the science and art of teaching, and of creating popular 
interest in, and diffusing a knowledge of the best methods of 
improving our publ'ic school system, by the holding of conven­
tions at least once every year under the supervision of the 
state superintendent, the state shall defray the necessary 
expenses attending the holding of such conventions, for which 
purpoE1e the sum of six hundred dollars is hereby annunlly 
appropriated, to be deducted and set aside therefor by the 
treasurer of state from the annual school fund of the state; 
provided, however, that no more than two such associations 
shall be formed in nny county, and that the expenses as afore­
said of no more than two conventions of any such association 
in any year shall be defrayed by the state. 

II. Teachers of public schools are hereby authorized to 
suspend their schools for not more than two days in any year 
during the sessions of such conventions within their counties, 
unless otherwise directed in writing hy the school officers, and 
attend said conventions without forfeiture of pay for the time 
of such attendance, provided they shall present to the officers 
employing them, certificates signed by the secretaries of such 
conventions and counter8igned by the state supPrintendent of 
common schools, showing such attendance. 

III. The governor and council are hereby authorized to 
draw warrants on the treasurer of state for the payment of 
bills for the expenses herein provided for, when such hills shall 
have been approved hy the E-tate superintendent of common 
schools ; provided, however, that no bills shtd l be so paid 
except those for advertit.:ing such conventions, and for actual 
travelling expense~ of speakers and lecturers not residing in 
the counties in which such conventions are held. J * 

Three normal 
schools, where 
loeateu . 

.,. Act of 1885. 

NORMAL ScaooLs. 

SEC. 107. The IHH'thern normal school at 
Farmington, the e:H;tern normal school at Castine, 
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and the western normal school at Gorham, shall be conducted 

for the purposes and upon the principles herein set forth. 

I. They shall be thoroughly devoted to the 
training of teachers for their professional labors. Their objects. 

II. The course of study shall include the common English 

branches in thorough reviews, and such of the aigher branches 

as are especially adapted to prepare teachers to conduct the 

mental, moral and physical education of their pupils. 

III. The art of school management, including the best 

methods of government and instruction, shall have a prom­

inent place in the daily exercise of said schools. 

IV. Said schools, while teaching the funda-Christianitv and 
mental truths of Christianity and the o-re·1t prin-morality to.be ' , b < taught. 

ciples of morality, recognized by law, shall be free from 

all denominational teachings, and open to persons of different 

religious connections on terms of equality. 

V. The principals of the normal scho,,ls and Principals of 
of all other schools in which normal departments ~t~~~8

1~?1~~:s 
d h 11 · b h partments in are supporte , W O y Or lJ1 part, y t e state, other S('hoo]s, 

h 11 k . . . h f }) requireLl to for-
S a eep a register contamrng t e names O a ward to ~uperin-

. tendent statis-
stu den ts entermg such schools or departments, the tics of student• 

. . . therein ; and the 
date of enterrno- and }eavmg, th elf U<TCS, number information to 

o b be laid before 
of days attendance, the len~th of the term, a list the legislature. 

of text-books used, and all ©ther information required in the 

blanks furnished by the state superintendent. Such register 

and blanks shall be returned to said superi nten<lent by the 

first day of each December, and the information so furnished 

shall appear in his annual report, for the use of the legis­
lature. 

SEc. 108. The course of study shall occurJY c f t ., ourse o s uuy 
two years with suitable Tacations · and with the arran~ed by , snpcrmtendcnt. 
terri1s of admission shall be arranged by said superintendent, 
subject to the approval of the governor and council. The 

trustees may arran~e for a course of 1o;tudy, occu- T ....., ru~tres may 
pying three years, for such students as elect to extend it. 

pursue the same. 
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Diplomaspro- SEC. 109. Any student who completes the 
vided for. course of study prescribed, and otherwise com-

plies with the regulations of the school, shall receive a 
diploma certifying the same. 

Applicants for SEc. 110. Applicants for admission shall be 
fic~;:i~~11~ra1

- sixteen years of age if females, and seventeen if 
males and shall signify their intention to become teachers 
and come under obligation to teach in this state for at least 
one year, and if they receive a diploma, two years ·after they 
have graduated; on these conditions shall be received with­
Tuition. out charge for tuition; but each pupil shall pay 
one dollar and fifty cents for incidental expenses of the 
school. 
Trustees of nor- SEC. 111. Said schools are under the direction 
mal 8.diools, of a bc)'lrd of seven tru~tePs five of whom shall appomtment of, • ~ ' 

&c. be appointed by the governor, with the advice and 
-term. consent of the council, for not more than three 

years under one appointment; and the governor and superin­
tendent of common schools are, by virtue of their office, 
members of the board. Each of the trustees appointed by 
-compensation. the governor shall receive ten cents a mile for 
actual travel each way, and two dollars a day for his 
services when employed. Said board has charge of the 
-powers and general interests of said schools ; shall see that 
duties of. the 3:ffairs thereof are conducted as required by 

law and by such by-laws as the board adopts; employ teach­
ers and lecturers for the same; and, annually, on the first day 
-repor of December lay before the governor and council, 
for Lile information of the legislature, a financial statement, 
furnishing an accurate detailed account of the receipts and 
expenditures for the school year preceding. 

SEC. 112. For support of the three normal 
;/~

1~~~tf!; of schools, nineteen thousand dollars is annually 
$19,ooo appropriated, to be expended under the direction 

of said trustees, which sum the treasurer of state shall 
r~-~~~~ 1~~1;1;~ deduct for said purpose from any school money 
:~!e~·~1

•
1001 raised for the support of common schools. The 
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_governor and council may, from time to time, as G overnor, &c., 

the-v think proper draw warrants therefor on said may ~raw war-
J ' ranis rn favor of 

treasurer in favor of said trustees. trustees. 

PENAL PROVISIONS AFFECTING SCHOOLS. 

SEC. 113. Forfeitures under this chapter, not Forfeitures, 

th ' 'd d f • , b d b ' how recovered ,o erw1se prov1 e 01, may e recovere y rn- and appropri-

dictment, and shall be paid into the treasury of ated. 

the town where they occurred, for the support of schools 
therein, in addition to the amount required by law to be 
raised; but the costs of prosecution shall be paid into the 

~ounty treasury; any town neglecting for one Penalty of town 

t d h f' i' • l for neglect to year, so O expen sue money, or1e1ts an equa expeml monet· 

sum to any person suing therefor in an action of debt. 
SEC. 114. Whoever, whether a scholar or r 1 f 1. cna ty or l 1s-

not, enters any school-house or other place of turbing lilcliook 

instruction, during or out of school hours, while the t<>acher 
or any pupil is present, and wilfully interrupts or disturbs 
the teacher or pupils by loud speaking, rude or indecent be­
havior, signs or gestures; or wilfully interrupts a school 
by prowling about the building, making noises, throwing 
missiles at the school-house, or in any way disturbing the 
.school, forfeits not less than two nor more than twenty dol­
lars, to be recovered as aforesaid, or on complaint. 

SEC. 115. If a minor injures or aids in injuring Parents or 

:any school-house, out-buildings, utensils or appur- ff~tri.ians 

tenances belonging thereto; defaces the walls, benches, seats, 
or other parts of said buildings by marks, cuts or otherwise; 
or injures or destroys any property belonging to a school 
.district, such district by its agent or committee, may recover 
of bis parent or guardian, in an action of debt, double the 
damage occasioned thereby. 

SEC. 116. Whoever defaces the walls,_ benches, P lt f ena y or 
seats blackboards or other IJarts of any school- defacing school-

' ' houses, out-
house or out-buildings belonging thereto, by ob- bnilctings, &c. 

scene pictures, language, marks or descriptions, shall be fined 
not exceeding ten dollars, on complaint made within one year. 
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STATE SCHOOL FUNDS. 

Permanent SEC. 117. The treasurer of state shall keep a 
school fund. separate account of all moneys received from 

sales of lands appropriated for the support of schools or 
from notRs taken therefor, and of any other moneys ap­
propriated for the same purpose; and such sum shall con­
stitute a permanent school fund, which may be put at interest 
as the legislature directs. A sum equal to Rix per cent. of 
the amount of such fund, and all money received by the state 
from the tax on banks, shall be annually appropriated to the 
support of common schools, and distributed among the 
several towns according to the number of <lhihlrf:'n. therein 
between four and twenty-one years of age. 
Treasurer to ap- SEC. 118. The treasurer shall, immediately 
f;1~3:11 

school after the first day of July, apportion to the towns 
all state school funds for the year, according to the list of 
children furnished by the superintendent of common schools, 
as provided in section one hundred and six. The number of 
BaBis when scholars belonging to a town from which either 
~:~~r~:;_re not the school committee or the municipal authorities 
have tailed to make the returns required by law, shall be 
reckoned by taking the number used as a basis of the last 
apportionment, and deducting all scholars set off to other 
towns, or incorporated into a new town within a year, and 
one-tenth of the remainder, and the residue shall be the basis 
of the new apportionment. Immediately after making the 
apportionment, the treasurer shall notify each town of its 

Not to be paid proportion ; which shall not be paid to any town 
~;:tN/eturn is until its return is made to the supedntendent of 
common schools, nor so long as any state tax assessed upon 
such town remains unpaid. 

Mill tax for 
SEc. 1 HI. A tax of one mill on a dollar shall 

:~
1
1;JJ~t ot annually be assessed upon all the property in the 

state nccording to the valuation thereof, and shall he known 
as the mill tax for the support of common schools. 
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SEC. 120. This tax shall be assessed and col- How au,eswl 

lccted in the same manner as other state taxes, and collected. 

and be paid into the state treasury and designated as the 
school mill fund. 

SEC. 121. This fund shall be distributed hyT•l be distrib­

the treasurer of state on the first day of J·tm1ar, .. uted in Jtmuary 
" L ~' ,annnally. 

annually, to the several cities, towns and plantations 
according to the number of scholars therein, as the same 
shalJ appear from the official return made to the state 
superintendent for the preceding year. 

SEC. 122. All of the school mill fund not dis- , . 
,iny port1011 un-

tri lrn ted or ex1Jended durino- the financial vear expended to be o J addt•d to perma-

sha 11 at its close be added to the permanent school ;~·
1
~t,e1i~01 

fund. 

PROVISIONS RESPECTING LITERARY INSTITUTIONS. 

SEC. 123. Presidents of colleges are remova- l'rc,idents of 

hie at the pleasure of the trustees and overseers, ~~'.~%feces.' tl'uure 

whose concurrence is necessary for their election. 

SEC. 124. No officer of a college shall receive Fee~Jor<legrees 

as perquisites any fees for a diploma or medical conferred. 

degree conferred by such college, but such fees slrnll be paid 
into the college treasury. 

SEC. 125. If an innholder confectioner or keeper Innholders, 
' ' stable krepers, 

of a shop, boarding-house or livery stable, gives ~~11~~~;~i~ 1~0 
credit for food, drink, or horse or carriage hire to fI;~e~;;~~it to 
any pupil of a college or literary institution in violation of 
its rules, or without the consent of its president or other 
officer authorized thereto by its government, he forfeits a sum 
equal to tile amount so credited, whether it has been paid or 
not, to be recovered in an action of deot by the treasurer of 
such institution; half to its use, and half to the town where 
it is located ; and no person shall _be licensed by the mu­
nicipal officers for any of said employments, if it appears 
that within the preceding year he had given credit contrary 
to the provisions hereof. 
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SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF. 

G d SEc. 12i. The governor, with approval of 
overnor an 

councilmaysend council mav send such deaf persons as he deems 
deaf persons to ' ~ 
Hartlord Asy- fit b• t ~ • t t• t th f h lum or to Port- SU ~eo S 1or Ins fUC IOn a e expent::ie O t e 
t~~lchool for state, to the American Asylum at Hartford, Con-
necticut, or to the Portland School for the Deaf at Port]and, 
as the parents or guardian may designate in their written 
application for aid. 

Governorto pay SEC. 127. The governor may draws his warrant 
for imtruction, for the sums necessary to pay for the instruction &c , by warraiat. 

and support of such pupils as may be sent to said institutions,. 
Not over $175 a respective]y, pursuant to the preceding section,. 
year per pupil. the same not to exceed one hundred and seventy-
five dollars a year for each pupil sent to the American Asylum 
at Hartford, Connecticut, and not to exceed two hundred 
dol1ars a year for each pupil sent to the Portland School for 
the Deaf at Portland, Maine.* 

Form of appli­
cation. 

SEc. 128. The following blank forms shall be 
used in all applications : 

, 18 
To His Excellency, the Governor of the State of Maine : 

I, -- --, of the town of , in the county of 
---, and State of Maine, respectfully represent to your 
Excel1ency that my , aged -- years, is deaf, and 
cannot be properly instructed in the public schools of this 
state ; and that I am unable, in addition to my other neces­
sary expenditures, to defray the expense attending -­
instruction· and support. I therefore respectfully request 
that your Excellency will send -- either to the American 
Asylum at Hartford, Connecticut, or to the Portland School 
for the Deaf at Portland. 

(Signed) 

, 18 

* As amended 1885. 
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The undersigned, being acquainted with -- --, a 
resident of the -- of --, are of the opinion that the 
foregoing statement made by -- is true, and that ---­
is entitled to the benefit of the legislative appropriation for 
the education of deaf persons. 

(Signed) 
---, Mayor l 
--,l I 
---: I r of the city of --. 

---, ~Aldermen) 

-:I 
---,J 

or ---,1 
---, ~ Selectmen of the town of --. 
---,) 

, 18 
I hereby certify that the above named -- --, a deaf 

person, is free from all contagious diseases, and, as I believe, 
from all immoralities of conduct; is neither sickly nor 
mentally weak, an<l is a fit subject for instruction at the 
expense of the state. 

(Signed) 
----,M.D. 

Questions to be answered by the parent or guardian: 

1. Names of parents. 
2. Residence. 
3. Birthplaces of parents. 
4. '\Vere either of them deaf and dumb? 
5. Have they other children deaf and dnmb? 
6. Name of child. 
7. Birthplace of child. 
8. Was the child born deaf and dumb? 
9. Has the child ever spoken? 

10. If it bas, when was hearing lost? 
11. ·what was the cause ? 
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12. Has the child ever been to school? 
13. How much has the child been taught? 
14. Do you prefer to have the child sent to the American 

Asylum at Hartford, or to the Portland School for the Deaf, 
at Portland? 

15. Is the child mentally weak? 
16. Does the child now speak; if so, how many words? 
17. Remarks. 





• 



ABSTRACT OF JumccAL DEcisrns-s IN REFERENCE To SCHOOL 

LAWS, FOR L~FOlC\1ATIO~ 01!' SCHOOL 0FFlCERS. 

SECTION I. In <li~continuing and reconstructing its di:::;­

triets, a town may make it::, action to he conditional, dependent 
upon the con:::,ent of the di:::,trid to be affected. And such 
action is not a <le legation of authority. Smyth vs. Titcomb, 

31 Me. 272. 
If a town attempts to form two new districts out of :111 

existing one, and one of them he legally estahlh,hed by the 
proceedings of the town, it:::; rights will not be affected by a 
failure to establish the other di:::,trict legally at the same tirne. 
Whitmore vs. Hogan, 22 Me. 564. 

Should the town, under an article in the warrant for calling 
the meetiug "to see if the town will divide district No. 2, in 
some ~ovenient manner," include some portion of another 

di~triet in one of the new ones, if the proceedings would not 
be legal, if ohjected to hy the person aggrieved, yet mere 
strangers cannot make the objection to render the whole pro­
ceedings void.-lb. 

The vote of a town, at the annual meeting, under authority 
therefor in the warrant, " to set off" certain il'lhabitants 
named, "together with their estates, into a separate school 
district;' defiues the limits Rufficiently to create a legal dis­
trict. Dean vs. W ashhurn, 17 Me. 100. 

The description, in u vote of a town, of a school district, 
as ~ • all the tcrritol'y l>l't ween two given lines," is not so 
defective that the vote wi 11 be held to be void. Allen vs. 
Archer and al.. 49 Me. 346. 

The action of a town in changing the limits of a school 

district without the " written recommendation of the munici-



4 SCHOOL LAWS OF MAINE. 

pal officers and superintending school c0mmittee, accompanied 
by a statement of facts," is void.-lb. 

The vote of a town to divide a school district, is unauthor­
izP<l and void, where there has been no written statement of 
the facts submitted by the :;electmen, as the statute requires. 
School District in Jackson m;. Stearns and al., 48 Me. 568. 

When, in a town meeting hcl<l in October, a mnjority of 
the selectmen and the surwrintending school committee made 
a report recommending the division of an old school cfoitrict 
and the creation of two new ones from it, and such report 
was then accepted by the town, and recorded· upon its records, 
and the original placed on file, and, such proceeding being 
found to be nugatory, when at the next annual meeting, 
holden in March, under an appropriate article in the warrant 
calling the same, after hearing the record of the report read 
by the town clerk, the town voted to accept the report and 
to divide the district agreeably to its recommendation; held, 
that the two new districts were legally constituted out of the 
old one, and that the action had was equivalent to a report 
made directly to this last meeting, at which this vote was 
passed. Also, held~ that, under the circumstances of this 
case, a recital in the report, (substantially) that although a 
division of the district wou Id not be desirable if its inhahituuts 
could agree among themselves to forego it, yet the state of 
feeling actually existing was such as to require the division, 
was a sufficient " statement of facts" upon which to base the 
action of the town. Webber et als. vs. Stover et als., f>t 
Me. 512. 

It is not necessary that the recommendation of the munici­
pal officers required by R. S., c. 11, § 1, as a condition 
precedent to any vote of the town, to alter or diseontinue 
school districts, should indicate the precise changes to be 
made ; but it may be in general term::,. Gl'indle vs. School 
District in Brooksvill~, 64 Me. 44. And a vote of a town to 
discontinue one district. und to annex its territory to others, 
is not void because of an omission to make any provision 
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about the disposition of the sch()ol-house on the territory of 
the district discontinued.-1 b 

vVhere, in defining a school district, the town directed that 
certain persons named should compose the district ( the 
probable intention of the town that the lands occupied by 
those persons should form the di.;;trict not heing expressed in 
the town records), it was held that the limitation of the dis­
trict was merely personal and therefore invalid. Withington 
vs. Eveleth, 7 Pick. 106. Nye vs. Marion, 7 Gray 244. 

But it is not necessary that all the territory included in 
a district should he within continuous geographical lines. 
Where a district is laid out hy such lines, and then certain 
individuals, '' with their poll~ und estates," not adjoining the 
rest of the di:,trict, are added thereto, this operates as a per­
manent annexation of those individual.., and their real estates 
to the distriet, and does not violate the rule which requirns 
districts to be established by geographical limits. Alden vs. 
Rounseville, 7 Met. 218. And when a town voted ''to divide 
school district No. 2 and annex A. B. and all northwest to 
school district No. 3, and the remainder of No. 2 district to 
district No. 1," and it appeared that A. B. lived upon the 
homestead in district No. 2, owned by him, and so situated 
with reference to the boundaries of that district that it prac­
tically divided all the land in the district northwest of his 
farm, from the rest of the district; held, that the reference 
to A. B., in the vote aforesaid, should he understood to mean 
the homestead owned and occupied by him. Grindle vs. 
School District in Brooksville, 64 Me. 44. 

SECT. 4. The appointment of an agent, hy the town, for 
a school district which has no existence, will not create one. 
Tucker vs. W entwor.th, 35 Me. ~93. 

Towns alone are responsible for the support of schools and 
for the payment of instructors. The school district agent is 
the agent of the town for the transaction of business in the 
district. Dorr vs. Billings, 26 Me. 56. 
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Except, perhaps, in the case of school districts maintaining 
graded schools, towns alone are responsible for the support 
of schools and liable for the payment of teacherd. Norton vs. 
Soule et al., 75 Me. 385. 

SECT. 19. ,vhen the superintending school committee 
appoint one of their number to exercise the powers and pel'­
form their duties as provided in section nineteen, they should 
make and keep a record of such appointment, nnd it would he 
well to cause a copy thereof to be filed with the town clel'k. 

SECT. 22. The warrant for the arrest of a truant may he 
served by a truant officer. O'.Malia v::;. \i\T entworth, 65 Me. 
129. 

The sentence for trunncy may he to the reform school; nnd 
the alternative sentence required by the statute may be to the 
house of correction.-Ib. 

Execution of the sentence may he delayed for such reason­
able time as the court thinks proper, as such delay will only 
shorten the term of imprisonment, all sentences to the reform 
school being during minority .-Ib. 

SECT. 40. The provisions of law that ''every school district 
shall in all cases be presumed _to huve been legally ol'ganiz,~d, 
when it shall have exercised the franchise and privileges of a 
district for the term of one year," was intended to overcome 
all objections of a technical nature, on account of irregulari­
ties and informalities of proceedi 11gs in the organization ot a 
di:-trict. Call vs. Chadbourne, 4U Me. 20G. Evidence of an 
abortive attempt to organize a school district is not of itself 
sufficient to rebut the presumption of the legal existence of 
the district arising from its exerci~ing the privileges of a 
district for one year. Brown vs. Chesterville, 63 Me. 241. 

A school district not existing under the provisions of any 
statute nor formed by the town in pursuance of any statutory 
provisions, has no corporate powers. Tucker vs. vVentworth, 
35 Me. 393. An action lies nguinst a school district for 

-money. collected for 3, tax illegally assessed and paid under 
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duress, where the collector has deposited it with the town 
treasurer, it being by statute subject to the order of the dis­
trict. Starbird vs. School District in Falmouth, 51 Me. 101 ; 
39 Me. 183; 51 Me. 183. A school dii;,trict cannot maintain 
an action to recover the school money assigned by the town 
for the support of schools in that district against their school 
agent, although he has received it of the town. School Dist. 
in Sanford vs. Brooks, 23 Me. 543. Where two new districts 
are formed from one, the title to the existing school-house is 
in the district in which it falls. Whitmore vs. Hogan, 22 Me. 
564. And if the school-house was originally built by money 
furnished by voluntary subscription, it is the property of the 
district where it has been appropriated and used by the dis­
trict for forty years.-Jb. · 

A school district is not divested of its property in its school­
house, by an alteration, by the town, of the lines of such dis­
trict, though, by such alteration, their school-house is left 
within the limits of another district. Whittier vs. Sanborn, 
38 Me. 32. 

SECT. 43. By an act of 1850, chap. 193, (*R. S. chap. 11, 
sec. 42,) an agent of a school district is not authorized to call 
a district meeting upon his own motion, without the written 
application of three or more legal voters of the di::itrict. 
School District in Sanford vs. Lord, 44 Me. 374. But the 
annual meeting in March or April, may be called by him 
without such application. See section 93, item I. 

Where there is no district agent, or he neglects or refuses 
to call a di::;trict meeting, the selectmen are authorized to call 
it; but such vacancy or refusal must exist and be shown, to 
render the proceedings of such meeting valid. Starbird vs. 
School District in Falmouth, 51 Me. 101. 

School district meetings must be notified, in accordance 
with the act of 1850, chap. 193, art. 2, sect. 5, ( *R. S. chap. 
11, sect. 42,) or in accordance with the vote of the district 
at a legal meeting, under sect. 7 of the same article, (*R. S. 

*R. S., 1883. 
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chap. 11, sect. 45,) to make their proceedings binding. 
Jordan vs. Lisbon, 38 Me. 164. 

When it appeared that there was no school house in the 
district, a return upon the warrant to call the meeting, made 
by the proper person, that he had notified, &c., "by posting 
up four copies of this warrant, one on the sign-post at the 
confluence of the B. and F. roads, one on the corner of the 
blacksmith's shop, one on the Methodist meeting-house, and 
one on the post-o:flice, all of which places are in said district," 
was held to furnish sufficient evidence that the notices were 
posted, as to place, in the manner required by law. Soper 
and al. vs. School District in Livermore, 28 Me. 193. 

When the selectmen issue their warrant to one of the appli­
cants, directing him to ''call a meeting at the school-house 
in said district," and he returns on the warrant, that he hns 
posted up notice for the purpose, one at the school-house, one 
at the grist mill, both in said district, the return furnishes 
sufficient evidence that the notices were posted, as to place, 
as required by law. Fletcher vs. Lincolnville, 20 Me. 439. 

Notice is given in sufficient time, if posted up on the six­
teenth, when the meeting is to be on the twenty-fourth of the 
month.-lb. 

A school district meeting may be legally called by the 
selectmen of the town, on the written application of three 
or more qualified voters, then residing within the district, 
though they are not described as such in the application.-Jb. 

An application to the selectmen to call a meeting of a dis­
trict for the choice of officers, bearing date before the town 
meeting was held at which it should be determined whether 
the district would be permitted to exercise that right, is pre­
mature, and all action under it void. School District in San­
ford vs. Lord, 44 Me. 37 4:. 

It is not essential that the application for a warrant from 
the selectmen to call a school district meeting, should be 
recorded or produced ; or that the application should be 
recited in the warrant. That such application had been 
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made, may be proved by parol. Soper vs. Livermore, 28 
Me. 193 

In the proceedings of our numerous and various municipal 
corporations, we ought not to look for a scrupulous observ­
ance of the most approved formalities. Per. ·Whitman C. J., 
28 Me. 193. 

To show that a meeting was held de facto by all the inhab­
itants who were qualified to attend, is not sufficient, without 
evidence of legal notification. Moore V8. Newfield, 4 Me. 44. 

When the town had directed the mode of calling the meet­
ing of a school district under the statute of 1822, chapter 196, 
it was held necessary in proving their transactions, to show 
that such direction had been pursued. Moore vs. Newfield, 
4 Me. 44. If the inhabitants of a school district prescribe 
the mode of warning future meetings, the mode so prescribed 
mu~t be pu rsue<l so lo11g as the vote therefor remains unre­
scinded, and meetings cannot be otherwise called. Hayward 
vs. North Bridgewater, 2 Cush. 4UJ. 

When an officer in his return states that a school-house on 
which he has posted a notice, is a public place, it is sufficient 
evidence of the fact. \Vilson vs. Bucknam, 71 l\Ie. 545. 

SECT. 46. As between a school district and a stranger, the 
possession of their records by the clerk, is the possession of 
the district; and replevin may be maintained therefor in the 
name of the corporation ngninst one' not legally elected as 
clerk.-School District in Sanford vs. Lord, 44 Me. 374. 
Parol evidence is inadmissible to prove the transactions of a 
school district meeting; the only legal evidence being the 
record itself, or an attested copy. Moore vs. Newfield, 4 Me. 
44; Jordan vs. Lisbon, 38 Me. 164. But it is not essential 
that the application for a warrant from the selectmen to call 
a school district meeting should be recorded or produced; or 
that the application should be recited in the warrant. That 
such application has been made, may be proved by parol. 
Soper vs. Livermore, 28 Me. 193. A school district, at a 
legal meeting, may ratify and confirm proceedings of previous 
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meetings, which were not strictly legal. Jordan vs. Lisbon, 
38 Me. 1G4. ·where by the record~, the school district officers 
appear to have been qualified hy a magi~trate. the pret-Jump­
tion is, in the absence of al I te..,ti mony, that they were made 
by the proper recording officer. T,,zicr v.-;. Vienna, 3B Mc. 
556. 

SECT. 48. A vote to raise money to build a school-lvrnse, 
if not passed at a legal meeting, is V(Jid ; and a tax based upon 
such illegal vote, and paid under protest, may be recovered 
back in an action at law against the school district, to whose 
benefit it enured. Haines vs. School District in Readfield, 41 
Me. 246. A school district has no authority to raise money 
for fuel, or to make itself liable for it. Estes vs. Bethel, 33 
Me. 170. A school district cannot be considered as promis­
ing to pay for unauthorized repairs upon their school-house, 
by using it afterwards. Davis vs. Bradford, 24: Me. 349. 
But where one built a school-house under a contract with per­
sons assuming to act as district committee, but who had no 
authority, and a district school was afterwards kept in it by 
direction of the school agent, this wus held to be an accept­
ance of the house on the part of the district, binding the 
inhabitants to pay the reasonable value of the building. Abhot 
vs. Hermon, 7 Me. 118. "VVhen there is no legal contract on 
the part of the district to build a school-house, nor any 
acceptance of the house, the building of such a house within 
the limits of the district imposes no legal obligation upon its 
member to pay for it. Jordan vs. Lit:,bou, 38 Me. 164. A school 
district is not divested of its property in i_ts school-house, by 
an alteration, by the town, of the lines of such district, though 
by such alteration their school-house is left within the limits 
of another district. Whittier vs. Sanborn, 38 Me. 32. For 
the removal of such a house, built under a license, upon the 
land of another, the owner of the land can maintain no action 
of trespass, when no unnecessary damage is done to the free­
hold. And the district, when in actual possef;sion, can author­
ize a third person to make such removal.-Ib. But where 
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two new districts are formed from one old one, the title of 
the existing school-house is in the district in which it falls on 
the division. Whitmore vs. Hogan, 2i Me. 563. And if the 
school-house was originally huilt hy money furnished hy vol­
untnry subscription, it is the property of the di:.;triet wbere it 
has been appropriated to and used for the dbtrict forty 
years.-Ib. 

SECT. 48, item II. The law does not prescribe the place 
where a school-house may be purchased, nor the manner in 
which it may be removed or repaired. 39 Me. 558. It is no 
valid objection to the legality of a school district tax laid for 
removing and repairing a school-house, that the house is taken 
from the limits of another district; that in removing it is 
pulled down; and in repairing it is left in different shape 
~nd size from what it formerly wae. Tozier vs. School Dis­
trict in Vienna, 39 Me. 556. When by the vote of a district, 
the selectmen are requested to locate their school-house, their 
acts under such votes are recommendatory only.-Ib. 

When a meeting of a school district has been legally called, 
notified and held for the purpose of locating a school-house, 
the clerk thereof cannot so destroy the effect of the action of 
the district as to prevent an appeal therefrom, by refusing to 
n·cord the application, warrant and return thereon, for the 
next meeting, so long as clear proofs of the facts can be made 
aliuwle. Marble vs. McKenney, 60 Me. 322. 

SECT. 48, item Ill. Before school districts are especially 
authorized to do so by statute, they might make sale of their 
old school-houses, which had become unfit for use. Whit­
more vs. Hogan, 22 Me. 864. 

Where a committee were authorized by vote of a school 
district to sell a school-house, a sale thereof on credit, in-
8tead of for cash, is void, unless ratified by the district after­
wards. School District in Dresden vs . .iEtna Ins. Co., 62 
Me. 330. Where the committee kept the proceeds of sale 
in their own bands, making no report in any form to the dis­
trict of their doings, the district never receiving or using such 
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proceeds, or having any benefit therefrom, but at the first 
corporate meeting held after such sale, passing votes condem­
natory thereof; no ratification can be inferred, although no 
district meeting was held for some months after such sale was 
known to individuals in the distri(!t, during which time 
the house was removed from the site it stood upon by the 
vendees.-lb. 

A school district is the exclusive and final judge of the 
necessity of the sale of its school-house. School District 
No. 6 in Dresden vs. JEtna Insurance Co., 54 Me. 632. If 
a school district would rescind a sale of its school-house, on 
the ground of fraud between its selling committee and its 
purchasers, it must at least offer to restore to the purchasers · 
what was received from them.-lb. 

SECT. 50. A committee chosen nt any illegal meeting, by 
their acts in superintending the hui I ding of a school-house, 
cannot make the district liable to pay for it. Jordan vs Lis­
bon, 38 Me. 164. The power given to a committee of a school 
district to build a school-house, gives by implicntion such a 
control of the land and materials and work as to authorize 
them to give notice to the contractor to remove a building 
placed thereon by him, but not built according to the con­
tract. Hill vs. School District in Milburn, 17, Me. 316. 
vVhere a party contracts to build a house in a particular man­
ner, a substantial compliance is not sufficient. It must be 
completed according to the contract.-] b. Where one con­
tracts to build a house in a particular manner, to the accept­
ance of a district committee, on land belonging to the dis­
trict, and erects one thereon which is not built according to 
the contract; and where the committee did not unreasonably 
refuse to accept it, and there was no express or implied 
acceptance; and where the district derived no benefit from 
the building, he cannot recover of the district' the value of 
his materials.-Ib. If there were defects in the earlier stages 
of the work in erecting the building, and the committee had 
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waived those defects, yet the contractor would not be entitled 
to recover, unless the subsequent parts of the work had 
either been made conformable to the contract, or had been 
aecepted.-Ib. After the committee had pointed out defects, 
and notified the contractor that the house would not be ac­
cepted unless those defects should be remedied, and the con­
tractor had replied that he should do the work as he pleased, 
and did not wish for their adjudication or interference until 
the work was done, no implication can arise from the silence 
ot' the committee that their notice was withdrawn, or those 
defects waived.-Ib. A committee of three or more persons 
duly appointed by school district committee to superintend 
the erection of a school-house, and the laying out and expend­
ing the money raised by the district, if they employ another 
person to build the house, cannot maintain an action in their 
own names, for such services; but the action must be brought 
by the one rendering the services to the district. Jen kins vs. 
Doughty Falls Union School District, 3~ Me. 220. And a 
majority of such committee may employ one of their own 
number for such service, and unless there is fraudulent or 
corrupt dealing, such person may in his own name recover of 
the district the amount of his claims.-Jb. Where the dis­
trict raised a certain sum of money towards purchasing land 
and erecting a school-house of prescribed dimensions, they 
can interpose no objection to a claim made against them under 
a contract with their committee, that a larger sum was ex­
pended by the committee than that nnmed in the vote.-Ib. 
Nor is it any defence to such claim, that the schoo1"110use was 
,vorth no more than the money vote<l.-Ib. But such con­
tractor can only recover for his own services, not for what he 
has paid to another, for his bill against the corporation.-Jb. 
Where the inhabitants of a school district, in a suit against 
them for the building of a school-house, repudiated the special 
contract on which the action was founded, denying that it bad 
ever been accepted by them, though executed by the plaintiff, 
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and it was proved that the district had agreed to build the 
house, raised money for tlie purpose, chose a committee to 
superintend the building, and said committee and inhabitants 
had seen the work progress without objection, it was held 
that the inhabitants of the district were liable to pay what 
the house was reasonably worth, though not built agreeably 
to the terms of the special contract. Norris vs. School Dis­
trict in "\\.,.indsor, 12 Me. 293. And the circumstance that 
the district did not own the land upon which the house was 
erected, was held not to affect the plaintiff's claim-it appear­
ing that the house had been erected on the spot designated by 
a vote of the district for that purpose.-Ib. A promise may 
Le implied on the part of the corporation, from the acts of its 
ngent, whose powers are of a general character. Abbott vs. 
Hermon, 7 Me. l18. Therefore where one built a school­
house under a contract with persons assuming to act as a 
diRtrict committee, but who had no uuthority, and a district 
school was afterwards kept in it by direction of the school 
agent, it was held that this was an acceptance of the house on 
the part of the district, binding the inhabitants to pay the 
reasonable value of the building.-Ib. 'Where, at a legal 
school meeting, the district, after having voted to build a 
school-house, and having chosen a building committee to 
build the house, and "ascertain the probable sum of money 
that such a house can be built for," &c., voted to "raise a 
sum sufficient to defray all the expenses incident to the build­
ing of the house;" and su bsequent]y, after having built the 
home, reported at an adjourned meeting, the amount ex­
pended, which report was accepted; and thereupon the clerk 
certified to the assessors the amount reported ;-Held, it was 
sufficient to authorize the assessment and collection of the 
amount. Soper vs. Livermore, 28 Me. HJ3. 

SECT. 51. Unless it appears that the majority were 
opposed to raising any sum, or a sum less than that proposed, 
there is no such disagreement as will authorize the town to 
assess a tax upon the district for the purpose designated. 
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The mere refusnl to vote for one sum named will not confer 
jurisdiction upon the town. Powers vs. Sanford, 39 Me. 183. 
A member of such district, whose property is taken to pay 
a tax assessed by the authority of the town where "such dis­
agreement" appeared, may recover it back of the town.-Jb. 
Such action would lie against the district where it was proved 
that the tax had been received and applied to the use of its 
members. Soper vs. Livermore, 28 Me. 193. 

SEC. 52. The opinion of the superintending school com­
mittee, that any district in their town unreasonably neglects 
to raise money for the repair of its school-house, when com­
municated to the municipal officers in a written application 
under R. S., c. 11, § 52, is a conclusive finding of the fact 
of such neglect, and makes it the imperative duty of the 
selectmen to bring the subject before the town at its next 
meeting; so that errors and c,missions in the records of the 
doings of the school district are immaterial, so far as its lia­
bility for repairs made under a vote of the town is concerned. 
Knowles vs. s~hool District in Chesterville, 63 Me. 261. 
A statement, in the application of the superintending school 
committee to the municipal officers, that the district unrea­
sonably neglects to repair its school-house, is a sufficient 
compliance with the statute, and indicates sufficiently a 
refusal to raise money for that purpose, so as to authorize 
the action of the town in the premises.-Jb. And it is no 
defence to a suit to recover for labor and materials furnished 
in repairing a school-house, under a contract with a commit­
tee appointed by the municipal officers under R. S., c. 11, § 
52. that the buiJding has been unlawfully removed by the 
selectmen from the lot belonging to the district.-Jb. Nor 
can it affect the contractor's right to payment if the tax 
assessed to raise funds for thttt purpose be il1egally assessed 
or collected.-Ib. 

SECT. 54. Two or more districts uniting, do not thereby 
abolish the original district, or create a new one; it merely 
authorizes the several districts to use a portion of their 
school money, in concert, for greater facility in the instruc-
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tion of their more advanced scholars, without impairing the 
rights or obligations of the original districts to maintain their 
own schools. Tucker vs. Wentworth, 35 Me. 393. 

SECT. 55. The provisions of. the act of 1852, chap. 243, 
(R. S. chap. 11, sect. 55,) are not unconstitutional. For, 
notwithstanding the legislature has conferred upon towns the 
authority to est:.1 blish school districts and to fix the limit 
thereof, within their respective towns, its powers upon the 
subject were not thereby exhausted, so that it could not 
legitimately empower districts within a town, to unite, with­
out the consent of the town. Call vs. Chadbourne, 4.6 Me. 
206. Nor was the statute so far repealed by the act of 1854, 
chap. 103, sect. 1, (R. S., chap. 11, sect. 1,) as to take away 
from school districts the authority to unite, which was con­
ferred by it.-Ib. 

SECT. 56. The municipal officers of a town have no 
authority to decide where a school-house shall be placed, 
until "more than two-thirds of the voters present and voting" 
at a district meeting, legally called for the purpose, shall have 
objected to the place voted by the majority. Goodwin vs. 
Nye, 60 Me. 402. 

The simple adjournment for one month of a district meet­
ing called for the purpose of locating a school-house, lays no 
foundation for the jurisdiction of the municipal officers in the 
premises.-Ib. The location of a school-house lot is not 
invalid, merely because the bounds of the location, by mis­
take in some way, over-lap upon a public road. Jordan vs. 
Haskell, 63 Me. 189. When more than one-third of the 
voters of a school district, present and voting at a school 
district meeting, object by their votes to the location of the 
majority, it is sufficient under R. 8. c. 11, § 56, that the 
clerk of the district make a record of such fact. Norton vs. 
Perry, 65 Me. 183. The clerk i8 not required to record the 
names of the voters objecting. It is enough that he records 
the state of the vote.-lb. The certificate of the .municipal 
officers of a town, of their determination where a school­
house is to be placed after an application, notice to all parties 
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interested, and a hearing as required by Sect. 56, is conclusive 
upon the <listrict.-lb. If the location is defective by reason 
of the vague description of the prerniseB to be taken, such 
defect will not revive or render valid a proceeding and different 
location, without a sufficient statute majority, and to which 
more than one-third present and vofo1g ~jected, and subse­
quently within the time required by statute, applied under 
the provisions of the statute, to the municipal officers of the 
town, to make a location.-Ib. But where a location by 
the municipal officers is void by reason of its insufficient and 
defective description of the premises to be taken, the district 
mu::::;t proceed anew to make a valid location.-Ib. The 
municipal officers have ten days within which to give their 
certificate to the clerk of the district, of their determination 
of the place where the school-house is to be placed.-Ib. 
And they ma.y make their certificate, notwithstanding at 
some previous time they may have been unable to agree, and 
may have so certified, if their certificate is not recorded, and 
is withdrawn, and their determination is duly filed within ten 
days.-lb. The collection of an entire school-district tax, 
assessed ·without authority of law, may be perpetually en­
joined, on a bill brought by all the tax-payers of the district 
jointly, or by any member thereof on behalf of themselves 
and all the others. Carlton et als. 1,·s. Newmau, 77 Me. 408. 
vVhen municipal officers proceed to erect a school-house fot 
a district under the provisions of R. S., c. 11, § 56, they oan 
legally expend therefor so much money only l\S the district. 
have voted for that purpose.-lb. 

SEc. 57. vVhen a location for the erection of a school­
house has been legally designated, and the owner thereof 
refuses to sell, the municipal officers may lay out a school­
house lot and appraise the damages; and on payment or­
tender of such damages, the district may take such lot, but a 
district has no right to take such land for a school-house 
lot when the owner thereof refuses to sell, except on pay­
ment or tender of damages appraised. Storer vs. Hobbs, 52 

5 



18 SCHOOL LAWS OJ<"' MAINE. 

Me. 144. The provision of R. S., c. 11 § 57, that a 
school-house lot shall revert to an owner, when a school­

house has "ceased to be thereon" for two years, does not 
apply to a case where no hopse has beert placed on such lot 
within two years from the time the lot is designnted for 
location by the m•nicipal officers of a town. Jordan vs. 
Haskell, 63 ~le. 189. 

·when the warrant for the meeting of a school district 

regularly called and holden, and the votes passed at that 
meeting, taken as a whole, unmist,lkahly show that the district 
have designated a certain lot of land adjoining the one occu­
pied by their existing school-house, to be used in connection 
with it as a school-house lot for the erection of a new school­
house, and the owner of the land refuses to sell the same, the 

selectmen may lawfully lay it out for a school-house lot under 

Sect. 56, and appraise damages therefor; and on payment or 
tender of such damages, the district may take and hold the 
same for the purpose of maintaining and erecting a school­
house thereon, notwithstanding the vote of the district to 
which the municipal offiee1·s refet' in the laying out of the lot 
speaks of an enlargement of their present school-house lot, 

and the notice given by said selectmen to the owner speaks 

of laying out a lot for a school-house and play grounds. 
Cousins vs. School District No. 4 in Lyman, 67 Me. 280. 

·when the district has previously designated the lot by 
metes and bounds, and has applied to the owner to sell the 
same and he has refosed, the selectmen may appraise the 
damages at the time they lay out the lot.-Ib. 

The p~oper place to record the return of such laying out 

and apprai::ml is on the district records and not on those of 

the town.-Ib. 
When the lot is laid out for a school district, the town has 

no interest in it, am] the provisions for a return to the town 

clerk, and action thereon by the 'town as in case of town 
ways, are inapplicable.-Jb. 

SECT. 58. The phrase '' location of the lot," as used in R. 

S. chap. 11, sect. 58, refers to the laying out of a school-
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house lot mentiouc<l in Sect. 57, :u1<.l not to '' where the 
school-house shall he placed" mentioned in Sect. 56. Jordan 
vs. School Dbtrict 8, in C:tpe Elizabeth, 60 Me. 540. 

Under section 58, a jnry has no authority to designate the 
place Oil which the school-bou::,e shall stand, bnt to fix the 

boundaries and price of the lot.-Ib. 
\Yhen the location has been legally designated by the 

municipal officers, upon the land of a certain _person, a jury 
summoned under section 58 on petition of the owner, cannot 
change the location to the land of another 01· to that of the 
district.-lb. \Vhere an owner of land Oil which a school­
house has been located, petitions the county commis:::,ioners 
for a change of location and an increase of damages, and 

proceedings are fully had on such petition, he canncft after­
wards maintain an action for the occupation of the lot upon 
the ground that there were irregularities in the proceedings 
to take his land. Jordan vs Haskell, 63 Me. 193. 

SECT. 71. Under an article in the warrant "to see if the 
town will set off a part of the districts, numbers 9 and 17 ," 
so as to form a school district with contiguous portions of an 
adjoining town, it is not competent for the town to set off a 
portion of a district other than those specified in the warrant. 
Butterfield vs. School District No. f-, in Prnspect, 61 Me. 583. 

SECT. 72. \'Vhere a union school district, lying partly in 
Farmington and partly in Chesterville, had a school-house in 
Farmington, and at its last vote to locate their house fixed its 
location within that town, and the school was actwdly kept 
in Farmington, which is the oldest town; held, that the 
teacher was justified in obtaining her certificate from and 
returning her register to the ::mperintending school committee 
of that town. Brown vs. Chesterville, (i3 Me. 241. 

SECT. 7 5. A school district may lawfully raise money to 
defray the expenses of litigation growing out of the exercise 
of its powers in building a school-house. Green vs. Bailey, 
12 Me. 254. If such district vote to rai~w money for a purpose 
not within its authority, the vote would be a nullity and the 

district would not be bound to indemnify a person acting 
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under such vote, to carry it into effect.-Jb. A vote to raise 
money to build a school-house is void if not passed at a legal 

meeting of the district, and a tax based upon such illegal 

vote, and paid under protest, may be recovered back of the 
district. Starbird vs. 8chool District in Falmouth, 51 Me. 
101. A vote to raise money, passed at a school district 
meeting of which no previous notice had been given, creates 
no liability upon the district to repay money borrowed in 

pursuance of such vote. Lander vs. Smithfield, 33 Me. 239. 
And a vote passed at a subsequent legal meeting, "to pay 
debts due from the district,'' is no admission of indebtedness 

f'>r money hired under the vote of an unauthorized meeting. 
-lb. But a school district, at a legal meeting, may ratify 
and confirm proceedings of previous meetings which were 

not strictly legal. Jordan vs. Lisbon, 38 Maine Hi4. If a 

school district hav~ legally voted to raise a. sum of money, 

for the purposes within their authority, and the assessors 

assess a tax, such assessment is not rendered inoperative by 
the omission nf the clerk to certify the vote to the assessors. 

Smjth vs. Titcomb, 3i 11e. 272. "\Vheretlt a legt1.l meeting, 

the district, after having voted to build a school-house, and 
having dw~en a building committee to build the house, and 
" to ascertai 11 the pro bah le sum of money that such a house 

can he hnilt for," &c., voted " to raise a sufficient sum to 
defray all the expenses incident to the building of the house;" 

and su hsequent ly, after having built the house, reported at 
an adjourned meeting, the amount expended, ,vhich report 

was accepted; and thereupon the clerk certitied to the asses­

sors the amount reported :-Held, it was sufficient to authorize 

the asses:::;rnent and collection of the amount. Soper V/j, Liv­
ermore, 28 Me. 193. ·when a school district votes to raise 

money for any legal purpose, not only residents are to be 

assessed as heretofore, but also per~ons who at the time of 
rai~ing said money own therein the class of property men­
tioned in the first clause of R. S., chap. 6, sect. 14, are liable 
to be assessed therefor. Hartshorn vs. Ellsworth, 60 Me. 276. 

A person seeking to recover a tax paid by him to a school dis-
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trict, upon the ground that he was not, at the time of the 

assessment, a resident of the defondent district, but that the 
part of the town in wLich he resided had been formed into a 

new district with portions of a neighboring town, is not 
entitled to recover unle.:;,.; he shows that the towns co-operated 
in their corporate capacity to form such new district. But­
terfield vs. School District No. 6 in Prospect, 61 .\le. 583. 
Money raised for the erection of a school-house npon a lot 

other than the oue legally designated by the municipal officers 
of a town, upon a proper appeal from the action of a school 

district, is deemed to be raised for an illegal purpose. Marble 
vs. McKinney, 60 .Me. 332. An assessment of taxe::-;, by the 

assessors of a town, pursuant to the vote of a district raising 

money for any purpose. is illegal, if such district wns not 

formed by the town in punmance of statutory provisions, and 
has no corporate powers. Tucker i·s. VVentworth, 35 :Mc. 393. 
And prior to the statute now in force, providing that ii asses­

sors shall he responsible only for their own personal faithful­

ness and integrity," it wa::, held that any inhabitant of such 

district, whose property should be distrained by virtue of the 

nssessors' wanant to collect such tax might recover its value 
of the assessors.-Jb. But in Trim vs. Charleston, 41 Me. 

504, it was held, that a town is not I_egally responsible fur 
improper proceeding, wilful .or otherwise, by the majority of 

a school district; and that assessors are responsible only for 
their personal fidelity and integrity in the assessment of such 
taxes as they are by law required to assess. No action can be 

maintained against a town, for the assessment and collection 
of an illegal school district tax. Trafton vs. Alfred, 15 Me. 
258. Unless it appears from the proceedings of a legal meet­
ing of the members of a school district. to raise money for a 

specific purpose, that the majority were opposed to raising 
any sum, or a less sum than proposed, there is no such 
disagreement as will authorize the town to assess a tax upon 
the district for the purpose designated. The mere refusal to 

vote for one sum named, will not confer jurisdiction upon 

the town. Powers v,. Sanford, 39 Me. 183. And a tux 
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assessed upon the poll::, and estates of the mem hers of a 
school district by authority of the town,- where no ~uch dis­
agreement nppenred, is void.-Ib. A member of such dis­
trict whose property is taken to pay such illegal tax, may 
recover it hack of the town.-Ib. Such action would only 
lie against the di::,trict where it was proved that the tax had 
been received and applied to the use of its members.-Ib. 
By R. S. 1841, chap. 14, sect. 56, as amended (R. S. 1883, 
chap. 6, sect. 3£),) the assessors of towns who are required 
to assess any tax upon a school dii:itrict are liable only for 
their own personal faithfulness and integrity, and further 
liabilities, if any, shall rest solely with such school district.­
Ib. But this enactment imposes no responsibility upon the 
di:,.,trict for errors committed by the town.-] b. An action 
lies against a school district for money collected for a tax 
legally a_ssessed and paid under duress, where the collector 
has deposited it with the town treasurer, it being by statute 

subject to the order of the district. Starbird vs. School Dis­
trict in Falmouth, 51 Me. 101. The collector of taxes of a 
town is under the same obligations to collect school district 
taxes, and the town treasurer to enforce their collection, as 
in cases of town taxes. Smyth vs. Titcomb, 31 .Me. 272. A 
collector'::, warrant signed by two selectmen is illegal. Haines 
vs. Readfield, 41 Me. 246. 

A certificate to a town treasurer by the assessors, that they 
have put into the hands of the collector a list of the assess­
ments of a school district tax, '1 with a warrant in due form 
of law," justifies the trea::--urer in issuing a warrant of dis­
tress against the collector of taxes for a failure to collect such 
assessments and pay them into the trea::-;ury as required by 
law, whether the warrant from the assessorf, to the collector 
was, in fact, a good one or not. Snow 'US. vVinchell, 74 Me. 
408. 

SECT. 87, Item I. \Vhen a town has not empowered dis­
trict agents to employ teachers, the power to employ them is 
with the i:nqwrintending school committee. \Voodbury vs. 
Knox, 74 Me. 462. 
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"\Yhen the superintending school committee have the em­
ployment of teachers in a town, and thc,y examine and give a 
certificate to a teacher employed hy a district agent, and visit 
the school soon after the commencement ancl approve the 
teacher's management, their conduct was held to be a rati fica­
tion of the teacher's employmcnt.-Jb. 

SECT. 87 ~ Item III. The certificate of the majority of the 
superintending school committee, as to the qualification of a 
teacher,ispri1llafacie evidence that they performed their Juty, 
as well in noti(ying those who do not sign, as in making the 
necesimry examination. Jackson vs. Hampden, 20 Mc. 37. 
And the certificate required is of the existing committee; and 
one from the committee of a former year, though composed 
of the same individuals, is not s ufficient.-lb. But it may 
be made valid by the approval of the su peri ntendi11g school 
committee annually endort:5ed thereon. See section 9~. The 
certifieate of a majority of the superintending school com­
mittee of the town, produced by the master to the agent 
employing him, was held to be valid ( although that majority 
did not act together in the examination), under the provis­
ions of the R. S. 1841, cltap. 17, that "no person shall be 
employed as a school-master, unless he shall produce to the 
agent employing him a certificate from the superintending 
school committee," &c. Stevens vs. Fassett, 27 Me. 266. In 
this case the court say, "By R. S. 1841, chap. 1, sect. 3, rule 
3, (R. S. 1~57, chap. 1, sect. 4, rule 3), all words imparting 
joint authority to three or more public officers or other per­
sons, shall be considered as giving authority to a majority of 
such officers or persons, unless it shall otherwise expressly 
declare in the law giving such authority." ''No law does w 
declare in reference to the duties of superintending school 
committees, hut a majority of ~uch committee shall constitute 
a quorum," R. S. Ht41, chap. 10, sect. 12. But though it has 
been held that the certificate of the majority of the superin­
tern1i11g school committee as to the qualification of a teacher, 
is to he regarded as p1·fnia facie evidence that they have per­
formed their duty as well in notifying those who do not sign 
as in making the 1rncessary examination, yet, if al1 the mem-
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hers of the committee have not been notified, a certificate of 
a majority is void. Jackson vs. Hampden, 20 Me. 37. If 
the town. notwithstanding the employment of the master by 
the agent, would avail themselves of the want of the requi­
site certificates, they must prove that fact. Rolfe vs. Cooper, 
20 l\fe. 154. A teacher is not authorized to teach, and cannot 
recover pay without the requisite certificate of the superin­
tPnding school committee, even though all the members 
neglect or wantonly refuse to examine him, and though he 
has performed his dntics according to his contr,wt. J,wk;,on 
vs. Hampden, 20 Me. 37; Dure vs. Billings, 2t5 Me. 56. 

SECT. 87. Item IV. A requirement by the superintending 
school committee, that the Protestant version of the Bible 
shall be read in public schools of their town, by scholars who 
arc able to read, is not in violation of any constitutional 
provision, and is binding upon tho nrnmbers of the school, 
although composed of diver:5 religious sects. Donahoe vs. 
Richards, 38 Me. 378. 

SECT. 8 7. Item VI. The sn perintending school committee 
have no power to dismiss a school master, unless for one of 
the caus~s mentioned in stat. 1~21, chap. 117, sec. 3, pro­
viding that the "committee shall have power to dismiss any 
school ma~ter or mistress who shall be found incapable or 
unfit to teach any school," and this must be in writing, under 
their hands, specially assigning the cause of dismissal. Sears­
mont V8. Farwell, 3 Me. 4.50. vVhen there are three mem­
bers of the superintending school committee, two of them 
have no power to dismiss a master, under the provisions of 
stat. 1834; chap. 129, sect. 3, unless due notice has been 

given to the third that he might attend, and act with them. 
Jackson vs. Hampden, rn Me. 184. 

vVhen after one day's notice to the teacher, the superin­

tending school committee visited the school and made a full 
examination into charges against the teacher, and the teacher 
and his witnesses were fully heard, and no objection was 
mude by him for want of due notice, nor any request for 
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<lelay or to he heard further, the teacher thereby waived any 
objection to the notice if insufficient, and is not entitled to 
his wages for teaching after being notified by the committee 
of his dismissal as the result of such investigation. \V ood­
bury vs. Knox, 7 4 Me. 462. 

SECT. 93. If a person be chosen as agent hy the qualified 
voters of a district assem hied together, but not at a distriet 
meeting legally called, such person is not agent of the district 
Fletcher vs. Lincolnville, 20 :Me. 439. But when a ~cbool 
agent acts for a year as such under color of his election, he is 
agent de,facto, and his contract with the teacher is sufficient 

to bind the town, though the meeting at which he was elected 
was not duly notified, and he was never sworn. vVoudbury 
vs. lCnox, 7 4 l\Ie. 4-62. ~-\ 8chool ugent's 1nerc elPction and 

performance of official duties, raise no implied prnmise 1111 

the part of the town to pay him for 8t1ch services; and in 
the absence of any implit·d contract or 8tatutory provision 
entitling to pay for official duti('::,; rendered_, a sdrnol agent can 
maintain no action therefo!' against hi8 town. Talbot vs. E. 
Machiat:i, 76 Me. 415. The school district agent 18 the ag-ent 
of the town, for the employment of teachers in the di.8triet. 

Dore vs. Billings, 26 Me. 56. But when a town has not em­
povrnred district agents to employ teacher:-;, the power to 
employ them is vdth the superintending school committee. 
Woodbury vs. Knox, 74. Me. 462. 

A school district cannot maintain an action against the 
school agent to recover money assigned by the town for the 
support of schools in that district, and which the agent has 
received. Sanford vs. Brooks, 23 Me. 543. Towns alone 
are responsible for the support of schools, and for the payment 
of teachers. Dore vs. Billings, 26 Me. 56. 

A vote of school district to authorize the agent '' to lay out 
ten per cent. of the school money of the district for the 
present year, and ten per cent. of the next year's school 
money, or as near as may be, to repairing the school-house," 
does not authorize the agent to expend more than ten per cent. 
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of the school money for those two years, though more might 

be required to put the house in good repair. Davis vs. Brad­

ford, 24. Me. 349. 
SECT. 98. The production of the requisite certificates by 

the teacher is in a condition precedent to his la wfn1 employment 

by the school agent, but he is prirna facie entitled to receive 

his stipulated compensation upon proof that he has been 

employed by the agent, and that the agreed services had been 

rendered. And if the town, notwithstanding the employment 

of the teacher by the school agent, would avail themselves of 

the want of the requisite certificates, they must prove that 

fact. Rolfe vs. Cooper, 20 Me. 15-4:. A person who instructs 

a town school without the stntute certificate from the super­

intending Rchool committee, cannot recover his wages against 

the town. And if for the year in which such school is kept, 

no superintending school committee has been chosen, such 

omission of the town will not aid the plaintiff to recover. 

Nor can ~uch teacher collect his wnges from the agent who 

employed him, although the district itself might not in all 
respects~ have been originally legally established, or such 

agent might not have been sworn. Jose vs. Moulton, 37 Me. 

367. 

But if a town choose to pay an instructor his wages, not­

withstanding he has not procured the requisite certificates, 

and actually pay the agent of the district a sufficient sum to 

pay the instructor, for that purpose, and it is received by the 

agent, it would become the property of the instructor, and he 

may maintain an action ag(tinst the agent to recover it. But 

if it were not so paid and received, he would have no legal 

claim upon it. Dore vs. BillingE-, 26 Me. 543. 

SECT. 114. If one over twenty-one years of age, volun­

tarily attend a. town school, and is received as a. scholar by 
the instructor, he has the snme right:::; and duties, and is under 

the same restrictions and liabilities, as if under that age. 

Stevens vs. Fassett, 27 Me. 266. \\Then a scholar m school 
hours, i11trudeB himself into the instructor's desk, nnd refuses 

to leave it on the request of the iru,trnctor, such scholar may 
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be' lawfully removed hy the instructor. And for that purpo:c.e, 

he' may immediately use such force, and call to his assistance 

such aid from any other person, as is necessary to accomplish 

the object, without the direction or knowledge of the super­

intending school committee.-Ib. The stat., 1850, chap. 

l 9i), art. 10, sect. 13 ( containing the provisions of sect. 114,) 
for the protection of schools, is applicable to private schools 

regularly established and in operation for instruction in the 

art of writing. State vs. Leighton, 35 Me. 195. 
A school-master is not liable for inflicting corporal runish­

ment upon a pupil, if it is not clearly excessive, in the 

genernl judgment of reasonable men. Patterson vs. Nutter, 

78 Me., 509. 
FORMS. 

It is the duty of a school ngent to call a district meeting in 
the month of March or April, annually, for the choice of an 

agent and for other business, by causing notice to he given 

as provided by law; which meeting may be called by the 

agent without application therefor. 1,'he form of notice for 

such meeting may be as follows : 

No. 1, 

Notice jor School District Meeting. 

To the legal voters of school district No. -, in the town 

of--, 

Greeting. 
The inhabitants of said school district qualified hy law to 

vote in town affairs, are herehy notified and warned to meet 

at the school-house in said district, on , the --­
day of , 18-, at -- o'clock in the afternoon, then 

and there to act on the following articles: 

First, To choose a moderator to preside at said meetillg. 
Second, To choose a clerk aud school agent for said 

district. 
Third, To see what instruction said distriet will give to 

the s,uperintending school committee or supervi~or, relating 

to the time when schools 8hall commence, and what amount 
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of the school money shall be expended for the support of a 
summer school to be taught in said district during the ensuing 

year. 
(H~re state any further objects of the meeting.) 

Dated at --, the -- day of·--, 18-. 

___ { Agent of Sc~ool District 
5 No. -, in --. 

The return upon the notice ( or the certificate of notice) 
may be as follows : 

No. 2. 

The undersigned hereby certifies that he has posted up the 
within notice at two public and conspicuous places in said 
distriut; one at the school-house in said district and one at 
---, seven days at least before the day appointed for 8aid 
meeting, to wit, on the -- day of---, 18-. 

Dated at , the day of , 18-. 
---, Sc/tool District Agent. 

School district meetings at other times than in March or 
April, can be called only upon the application therefor of 
three or more legal voters of the districts. 

The form of application to a school agent may be as 
follows: 

No. 3. 

To the rtgent of school district No.-, in town of --­
you are hereby requested by the su b:;eribers, legal voters 

in said district, to call a meeting of the legal voters of said 
distriet, to he held at the school-house in said district on the 

---day of , 18-, at -- o'clock in the afternoon, 
then and there to act upon the following articles; 
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First, To choose a moderator to preside at said meeting. 
( Here state the further obje~ts of the meeting.) 

Dated at , the --- day of , 18 -. 

The notice to be given upon the for('going application may 
be in the following form : 

No. 4· 

NOTICE. 

To the legal voters of district No. - , in the town of--, 
Greeting. 

Written application of ( llere insert the name& of those sign­
ing the application), being legal voters in said district, hav­
ing been made to the undersigned, as school agent of said 
district, to call a m(•eting of the legal voters of Raid district 
at the time and place and for the purposes hereinafter named. 

The inhabitants of said district qualified by law to vote in 
town affairs, are hereby notified and warned to meet at the 
school-house in said district, ( here in.se1·t the time and pur­
poses of tlze meeting as set forth in the application.) 

Dated at said the day of , 18 -. 
______ 5 Agent of Sch?ol Disfrict 

l .1Vo. -, in--. 
Applications for school district meetings should first be 

made to the school agent, as municipal officers and justices 
of the peace are authorized to call such meetings only when 
there is no agent, or when he neglects ur refuses to call a 
meeting. 

The application made to the municipal <1fficers of the town 
or a justice of the peace for calling a school district meeting 
may he in the following form : 

No. 5. 

To the selectmen of the town of ( or to , Esq., 
a justice of the peace within and for tlte county of . ) 
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The :::;chool agent of the school district No. -, in the town 
of , neglecting ( or ref using) to call a meeting of the 
legal voters thereof on the written application of at least three 
legal voters of said district, for the purpo:::;es herein named, 
( or there being no school agent for school di8frict No. -, in 
the town of ) you are hereby requested by the snb­
scribcr:::;, legal voters in said district, to call a meeting of the 
legal votcn1 thereof, to be held at the school house in said 
district, on the day of , 18-, at - o'clock in 
the afternoon, then and there to act upon the following 

articles : 
Pfrst-To choose a moderator to preside at said meeting. 

( Here insert the further objects of the meeting.) 
Dated at said , the day of , 18-. 

The notice for a meeting on the foregoing application may 

be in the form following: 

No. 6. 

To , one of the inhabitants of school district No. -, 

In the town of---, Greeting. 
The agent of said school district neglecting ( or refusing) 

to call a meeting of the legal voters thereof on the written 
application of at least three legal voters of said district, for 

purposes herein named, ( or there being no school a,qent for 
said district) and written application having been made to the 
undersigned, selectmen of said town, ( or a Justfoe of the 
peace in and for the county of , ) by ( here insert the 
names of those signing the application) legal voters of said 
district, to call a meeting of the legal voters thereof, at the 
time and place and for the purposes hereinafter named, you 
the said are hereby required in the name of the State 
of :Maine, to notify and warn the inhabitants of said school 
district No. -, in the town of , qualified by law to 
vote in town affairs, to meet at the school-house in said dis-
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trict ( he1·e iru,erl the time ancl 1xu1pose8 of the 1neetin[1 cv~ set 

forth hi the applicati"on the1·efor.) 

Dnied at , the -- day of , 18-. 
~ Selectmen of -- . 
5 ( or Justice of the Peace.) 

The form of return ( or certificate of notice) on the fore­
going warrant may be as follows: 

No. 7. 
Pursuant to the within warrant, to me directed, T have 

noti tied and warned the inhabitants of sobool di::,,trict No. - , 
in the town.of , qualified as therein expressed, to a:Ssem­

ble nt the time and place and for the purposes therein 

expressed, by posting up an attested copy of said warrant at 
the school-house in said district, and at ; being public 
and conspicuous places in said district, on the day of 

---, being seven days before said meeting. 

Dated the <lay of , 18-. 

Notice of selectmen for district meeting, under the provis­
ions of sect. 56. 

No. 8. 

To the inhabitants of school district No. -, in the town of 

Application in writing having been made to the under­
signed, as selectmen or the town of by ( here in8ert the 

names of the applicants,) legal voters in said district ( or by 
a comniittee of saicl di:3t'rict) to call a meeting of the qualified 
voters thereof, for the purpoRe hereinafter named, yon are 
hereby notified and warned to meet at - , within said 
di1'ltrict, on the day of next, at - o'clock in the 
--noon, for the purpoRe of hearing the inhabitants of said 
district on the subject of their disagreement respecting a 
suitable place to be selected for the erection of a school­
house in said district, and of deciding where such school­

house shall be located. 
Given under our hands this -- day of--, A. D. 18-. 

--- --- ~ Selectmen of--. 
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RECORD. 

As between a school district and a st ranger, the possession 
of their records by their clerk is possession of the district; 
and replevin may be maintained therefor in the name of the 
corporation against one not legally elected clerk. Where the· 
clerk of a school district removed into an adjoining district, 
but within the same town, and another was chosen in his 
stead, but not sworn, it was held, that the first continued 
competent to act as clerk. A clerk of a district, who is duly 
sworn, is qualified to act as clerk by virtue of the statute 
which provides that he shall hold his office until another shall 
be chosen and sworn in bis stead. The Revised Statutes, 
chap. 3, sect. 10, provides that when omissions or errors exist 
in the record~ or tax list of a town or school district, or in 
the returns of warmnts for meetings thereof, they may be 
amended, on oath, according to the fact, by the officer whose 
duty it was to have made them correctly, while in or after he 
ceases to be in office: and that if the original warrant is lost 
or destroyed, the return, or an amendn::ent of it, may be 
made upon a copy thereof. 

Parol evidence is inadmissible to prove the transactions of 
a school district meeting, the ·only legal eviden,~e being the 
record itself, 01· an attested copy. Such record should there­
fore be made and preserved with great care. 

It is not essential that tho application for a warrant or 
notice from the selectmen to call a district m,·eting should be 
recorded or produced; or that tho. application should be 
recited in the warrant, but it may be proved by parol that 
such application had been made. Yei, it is essential to the 
validity of a meeting, that there be evidence thnt the appli­
cation therefor, in a case requiring one, has been made, and 
~uch evidence is made more certain and better perpetuated 
by a record than otherwise. It is therefore recommende<l 
that such application::; be recorded. 
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After recording the applications, if any, and the notice for 
a meeting, with the certificate of notice ( or return thereon), 

. they should be attested by the clerk, as follows: 

No. g. 

A true record of application, notice and certificate thereon. 
Attest: , School District Clerk. 
The record may then proceed as follows: 
Pursuant to the foregoing notice, the legal voters of School 

District No. -, in the town ·of , met at the school­
house in said district. on the -- day of --, A. D. 18-, 
at -- o'clock in the afternoon, and were called to order 
by-. 

Whereupon ---- was chosen moderator, and---­
was duly elected clerk, and was sworn to faithfully and im­
partially perform the duties assigned to him by law, as clerk 
of school district No. -, in the town of , during the 
ensuing year, and until a110ther should be chosen and sworn 
in his place. 

By -- --, Moderator ( or Justice of the Peace.) 
--- ---was duly elected by ballot, school agent, 

and was sworn to faithfully and impartially perform the duties 
assigned to him by law, as agent of school district No. -, in 
the town of , during the ensuing year, and until 
another should be chosen and qualified in his stead. 

By -- --, Moderator, 
( Or Dist. Clerk, or Justice of the Peace.) 

After recording such other proceedings as may be had the. 
record should conclude as follows: 

A true record-Attest: -- --, School Dist. Olevk·,._ 

Certificates of superintending school committees to teachers· 
have heretofore been in form similar to the following: 

No. 10. 

To whom it may concern :-This certifies that we have 
examined as a school teacher, and that he is well 

6 
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qualified to instruct youth in reading, spelling, writing, Eng­
lish grammar, gec)graphy, history, arithmetic, physiology, 
book-keeping and other branches usually taught in public. 
schools, and particularly in school district No. -, in the 
town of , for which he has been examined, and that he 
is qualified to govern the school in said district. 

Dated at , the day of--, A. D. 18-. 
Superintending School vornmittee. 

The R. S., chap. 11, sect. 87, item I, provideb that the 
superintending school committee shall appoint suitable times 
and places for the examination of candidates proposing to 
teach in town, and give notice thereof. And it has heen held, 
that if all the members of a committee have not been noti­
fied, a certificate of a majority is void, and that a member 
does not waive his right to he notified by absence; but the 
certificate of the majority as to the qualification of a teacher, 
is to he regarded as prirna facie evidence that they have per­
formed their duty as well in notifying those wh 1) do not sign 
as in making the necessary examination.-20 Me. 37. 

If the committee are de::;irouE> of ::;howing in their ce1·tifi­
cate a full compliance with the statute requirement, on their 
part, in m:tking the examination and i.-,suing their certific1.1te, 
the following form is recommended : 

No. 11. 

The undersigned, superintending 8chool committee of the 
town of , having received satisfactory evidence that 
--- of , possesses a good moral character, and a 
temper and disposition suitable to be an instrnctor of youth, 
have this day examined the said in reading, spelling, 
writing, English grammar, geography, history, arithmetic, 
book-keeping, physiology and hygiene with special reference 
to the effects of alcoholic drinks, stimulants and narcotics 
upon the human system, and other branches usually taught 
in puhlic schools, and particularly in school district No. -, 
in the town of , and also as to capacity for the govern-
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meut thereof, and we do hereby certify that the said --­
is qualified to govern said school and instruct in the branches 
above nnmed, and such other branches as are necessary to 
be taught therein, notice of the time and place of said exam­
ination having been given to each of said committee. 

Dated at -- the --day of--, A. D. 18-. 

--- --- ~ Gornrnittee. 

No. 12. 

Certificate of superintending school committee of dismissal 
of a teacher. 

The under:,1,igned, superintending school committee of the 
town of--, met at the school-house in district No. -, in 
said town, on the day of , 18-, due notice of 
which time and place of meeting and the purposes thereof 
having been given to each member thereof and to the teacher 
in said district, and after careful nnd deliberate investigation, 
we do hereby certi(y that we deem the services of --­
now employed as a teacher in said district, unprofitable to the 
school therein, and we accordingly dismiss said teacher for the 
reasons following, viz : 

( IIere inse1·t tlte reasons of disrnissal.) 
Dated at said--, the -- day of--, A. D. 18-. 

--- ____ ~ Sup't School Com. of--

No. 13. 

Certificate of expulsion of a scholar. 

The undersigned, superintending school committee of the 
town of--, met at the school-house in school district No.-, 
in said town on the -- day of--, 18-, due notice of 
which time and place of meeting and the purposes thereof 
having been given to each member of said committee, and 
after proper inve8tigation of the behavior of--, a scholar 
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in the school of said district, we have adjudged that the said 
-- is an obstinately disobedient and disorderly scholar, and 
that we deem it necessary for the peace and usefulness of the 
school that he be removed therefrom, and we accordingly 
expel the said -- from said school. 

Dated at said--, the -- day of--, A. D. 18-. 

--- ~ Sup't. School Oom. of--. 
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PRACTICAL HINTS. 

I. Notice of all meetings, sti:tting the object for which they 
are called, should be given as prescribed by the school law, 
and the agent should see that paper and ink, and all neces­
sary conveniences, are provided, so as to keep a proper 
record. 

II. ,vhen the time for the meeting has arrived beyond 
doubt, it is proper for the agent or clerk to call the meeting 
to order, and nominate a moderator, who need not be sworn. 
When the nomination is seconded, the person making it should 
take the vote and introduce the moderator so el~cted. 

III. The moderator must first call for the election of a 
clerk, who must be sworn by the moderator or by a justice 
of the peace. 

IV_. The clerk should record all motions voted upon by the 
meeting, complete the minutes, and present them for the ap­
proval of the meeting before its close. These minutes, signed 
by the clerk, should be properly recorded and preserved. 

V. After the election of a clerk, the moderator should state 
the object of the meeting by reading a copy of the call. He 
should then state that the meeting is ready for any proposi­
tion relating to the business for which it is called. In con­
ducting the business of the meeting, the following rules are 
observed in all rightly conducted deliberative assemblies: 

1. All business should be presented in the form of a motion, 
order or resolution. 

2. Any member of the meeting may present a motion, but 
to do this he must first rise, address the moderator, and be 
recognized by the moderator as having ~~ a right to the floor." 
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3. No person is entitled to address the meeting, except 
under a pending motion, which has been seconded. 

4. No person is entitled to speak more than twice upon the 
same question. 

5. Any motion may be modified by a motion to amend, or 
to amend nn amendment. 

6. All amendments must be voted upon in the reverse order 
to which they are presented ; that is, the last amendment must 
be acted upon first. 

7. There are certain motions which, from their nature, take 
precedence of all other motious, and in the following order: 
First-The motion to a<ljonrn, which is not debatable, and 
supersedes all other motions whatsoever. Second -The 
motion to lay on the table, which is not debatable. Third­
The motion for the previous question, which is not debatable. 
Fourth-The motion to postpone. 

8. To suppress debate upon a pending proposition, nny 
member may move the previous question. The moderator 
must then put the motion in thi~ form : ,i Shall the main 
question now be put?" This motion is not debatable. If it 
prevails, the main question must be put, exactly as it stands. 
If the motion for the previous question does not previdl, it is 
the custom of ordinary deliberative meetings to allow debate, 
commitment or amendment to proceed. 

9. A motion already adopted may be re-considered. The 
motion to re-consider places the question in precisely the same 
state and condition, and the same questions are to be put in 
relation to it, as if the vote re-considered had never been 
taken. Ordinarily, the motion to re-consider is made by a 
person voting previously on the prevailing side, and during 
the same meeting at which the original proposition was 
passed. 

10. The motion to adjourn is always in order, but having 
once failed, it cannot be repeated until other business has 
intervened. 

• 
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DUTIES OF TOWNS. 

SECT. 1. Tow11s may at annual meeting determine the number and limits 
of school districts. How they may be changed. School in 
rnrnll district may be suspendt>d. 

2. Hf motf' po1tionP. of town may be omitted in districting. 
3. Town may abolish its school districtP.. l'roceedi11gs. 
4. Towns may at annual meeting choose school agents. Vacancies, 

how filled. 
5. To-wn may tmpower district P.gents to employ teachers. 
6. Towns to raise money for rnpport of schools. Forfeiture for 

neglect. 
7. School fund and mill-tax withheld from delinquent towns. 
8. 'l'owus shall provide school books. 
9. School com1nittees shall provide for the dif,tribution and preser­

vation of school books. 
10. Parent or guardian to be taxed for b0oks, &c., lost or damaged. 
11. lities or towns may im-truct in industrial or nH:chanical draw­

ing, and raise money for eve11iug schools. 
12. Apportionment of school money. 
13. Certificate to be returned by municipal officers to state superin­

tendent. 
14. Superintendent to furnish blanks to municipal officers. 
15. Duty of asse~sors when school agent fails to return number of 

scholars. Apportionment of money to districts. 
16. Towns raising more money than required may direct its appor­

tionment. 
17. No schoe l money to be paid except on written order of munici­

pal officers. 
18. Towns to choo~e superintending school committee or supervisor. 

Vacancies, how filled. 
19. Superintendillg school committee may appoint one of their 

nurnber to perform certain duties. 
20. Penalty for towns failing to choose committee or supervisor. 
n. Towns may make by-laws concerning truants, &c., to be ap­

proved by judge of supreme court. Penalty for breach 
thereof. 

22. Shall appoint persons to make complaints of violation of by­
laws. 

23. Truant children may be placed in suitable institutions. 
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COMPULSORY EDUCATION. 

SECT, 24. Children between eight and fifteen years of age, required to 
attend a public school sixteen weeks yearly. Exceptions. 
Penalty. 

25. Cities and towns must elect truant officers. Dnties. Penalties 
for n~glect. 

26. Boys refusing to attend school sent to Reform School. 
27. Jurisdiction of officers. 

FREE HIGH SCHOOLS, 

28. State aid extended to towns maintaining free high schools. 
Conditions. Amount. 

29. A town may establish two free high schools. Adjoining towns 
or one or more school districts may establish one. Gifts and 
bequests to be faithfully expended. 

30. Location, &c .. of free high schools. How supplied and fur­
nished. 

31. Conrse of stndy. Out of town pupils to pay for tuition. 
32. Free high schools snbject to school laws, and school committee. 

Exceptions. 
33. Towns may raise money to support free high schools. 
34. A town may employ an academy or free high school in another 

town, for that pnt'pose. 
35. Superintending school committee or committees to make a11nual 

returns. State superintendent to certify amount to which 
town is entitled. Appeal to governor and council. Penalty 
for cheating state. 

36. 'l'rustees of academies, &c., may surrender property to town 
for free high school. 

37. Property, how conveyed. 
38. Income of property, how applied. Qualification of pupils, how 

determined. 
39. Non-residents to pay tuition. 

POWERS AND OBLIGATIONS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

40. School districts legally organized, declared corporations. Exe-
cutions against them satisfied as against towns. 

41. Who are legal voters. 
42. District meetings, how called. 
43. Notice of meeting, how to be given. Return of proper officers, 

evidence of notice. 
44. Meeting held prior to Mal'ch 20, 1860, nrnde valid. 
45. District may determine 111a1111er of notifying meetings. 
46. Moderator to be chosen. Clerk to be chosen and sworn. 
47. Districts shall choose a school agent. 
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:SECT. 48. Powers of a school district. May raise money for certain pur­
poses, determine location of school-houses, dispose of same, 
regulate admission of youth to schools, and instruct superin­
tending school committee or supervisor what time schools 
shall commence. May allow school-houses to be used for 
meetings, &c. 

49. Districts having graded schools may raise money. 
50. May choose committee to regulate money affairs. 
51. Minority not satisfied with amount of money raised may appeal 

to town. Proceedings in such cases. 
52. When the erection, repairing, renting or purchasing of school­

houses may be ordered and completed by the town. 
53. Money, how raisAd an<l expended in a district having no voters· 
.54. 'rwo or more districts may unite for support of union school for 

advanced scholars. Provision if more than one-fourth of 
voters present object. 

55. 'rwo or more districts may unite for maintaining graded schools. 
Proceedings. 

56. Location of scliool-honses may be determined by municipal 
offiCf\rS in case of disagreement. Proceedings . 

.57. Proceedings when owner oflot selected for school-house refuses 
to sell. Land to revert to owner in case of discontinuance. 

58. Owner of land aggrieved may have the matter tried by a jury. 
Costs, by whom paid . 

.59. Erroneous location of school-hous 0 lots re-established and made 
valid. Proceedings for re-appraisement. 

60. Selectmen to g-ive notice in writing to all parties interested. 
61. How sum appraised shall be assessed and collected. 
62. Any tender thereon to be allowed toward payment. 
63. Land owners may appeal. 
64. Improvements to inure to town or district making them. 
65. Legality of school-house tax not affected by error in location of 

lot. 
66. Plan for erection or re-construction of school-house, to be ap­

proved by superintending school committee. 
67. District may determine proportion of money for summer 

schools. 
68. May direct what scholars shall attend school of master and 

mistress. 
69. Districts where more than one school is kept may choose com­

mittee to classify scholars. Committee to transmit copy of 
report to state superintendent. 

70. May appropriate for purchase of library and apparatus. not 
exceeding one-tenth of school money. Adjacent districts may 
unite for this purpose. · 
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS FORMED FROM TWO OR MORE TOWNS. 

SECT. 71. Two or more adjoining towns may concur in establishing school 
districts. Provision when such district has existed fifteen 
years. 

72. How such districts shall be superintended. 
73. Assessors to apportion school money to such districts. 
74. Such district shall choo!!e its agent, whose acts are binding on 

each town. Powers of its officers. 

ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF MONEY RAISED OR BORROWED 

BY DISTRICTS, 

75 .. Money raised to be assessed within sixty days, on polls and 
estates in the district. How to be collected. 

76. Overlay of five per cent. may be assessed. 
77. Assessment of school district tax, how paid. 
78. Chap. 6, § 139, to apply to taxes assessed for school districts. 
79. Collectors, their powers, duties and compensation. 
80. Money raised to be at disposal ot district committee. 
81. District may borrow money to erect school-house and to pur-

chase lot, on ten years, equal payments, and not otherwise. 
82~ District may appoint agent to contract loan. 
83. Duties of assessors in such cases. 
84. District may elect a collector when sum raised exceeds three 

hundred dollars. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 

85. Sui_ierintendeng school committee and supervisor to be sworn. 
86. Superintending school committee first chosen, to determine 

term of office by lot. v a~ancies, how filled. 
~7. Dnties of sur-erintending schc-ol committees. What constitute 

:-1. school WPek and mo ,th. 
88. Shall make annual statement. Particulars. To make return to 

Rtate supe~intendent of commc,n schools. 
89. If a2"ent neglects, superintending scho)l committee to mt:-ke 

enumeration of scholars. 
90. Superintending school committee to make return of lists of 

scholars tc. asf essors. 
91. Parents or gmirdians neglecting to furmsh books to scholars, 

committee to furnish them. Expense n~ay he added to town 
tax o:f delinqu,,nt. 

92. CompenRation of superintending school committees and ~uper­
visors. 
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POWERS AND DUTIES OF SCHOOL AGENTS. 

SECT. 93. School agents shall be sworn; their powers and duties. 
94. Agent to return list of person;; from four to twenty-one years 

of age to superintending school committee. 
95. In what cases superintending school committee perform duties 

of agents. 

DUTIES AND QUALIFICATIONS OF INSTRUCTORS. 

96. Teachers to keep school register. Not to be paid till register 
is completed. 

97. Instructors of colleges and other institutions of learning to 
incnicate morality, justice and patriotism. 

98. Forfeiture for teaching without certificate. No certificate valid 
for more than one year. Proviso. 

SCHOOLS IN PLANTATIONS. 

99. Plantations have power to form school districts. Authorized 
to raise money. 

100. District meetings in plantations, how called. 
101. May raise money and choose committees to provide school­

houses. 

STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 

102. State superintendent of common schools, appointment and 
term of office. 

103. 'fo have an office at the capitol. 
104. Duties of superintendent. 
105. Superintendent to prepare and forward blanks for returns of 

schools. 
106. Superintendent to notify delinquent school committees, and to 

return to state treasurer number of children between four 
and twenty-one years of age. 

TEACHERS' CONVENTIONS-NORl\IAL SCHOOLS. 

107. Normal schools at Farmington, Castine and Gorham to remain 
as established. Purposes for and principles upon which 
thPy shall be conducted. 

108. Course of study, how arranged. 
109. Diploma, to whom awarded. 
110. Applicants for admission, qualifications of, to pay $1.50 per 

session. 
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SECT. 111. Governor, state superintendent and five others to constitute 
board of trustees. Term and compensation. Annual report 
to governor and council. 

112. Annual appropriation of $19,000. 

PENAL PROVISIONS AFFECTING SCHOOLS, 

113. Forfeitures how recovered and appropriated. Penalty of town 
for neglect to expend money as provided. 

114. Penalty for tlisturbing schools. 
ll5. Parents or guardians liable for injury to buildings or other 

property by minors. 
116. Penalty for llefacing school-houses, out-buildings, &c. 

STATE SCHOOL FUNDS. 

117. Permanent school fund and bank tax, how managed and appro­
priated. 

118. Treasurer of state to apportion school funds. Basis when 
returns not received. Not to be paid till return is made. 

119. Mill tax on all property in the state for support of common 
schools. 

120. How assessed and collected. 
121. To be distributed to towns, &c., annually on the first day of 

January. 
122. U nexpeuded balance to be added each year to permanent school 

fund. 

PROVISIONS RESPECTING LITER.ARY INSTITUTIONS. 

123. Presidents of colleges removable at pleasure of appointing 
power. 

124. Graduation fees not perquisites of college officers, but payable 
into college treasury. 

125. Inn-holders, stable-keepers, &c., forbidden to give credit to 
students. 

SCHnOL FOR THE DEAF, 

126. Governor and council may send deaf persons to Hartford 
American Asylum, or to the _Portland school for the deaf. 

127. Instrnction and support of each pupil. 
128. Form of application. 




