
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



Public Documents of Maine: 

BEING- THE 

ANNUAL REPORTS 

tW THg V ARIOU~ 

Pu~lic Officers an~ Institutions 

FOR THE YEAR 

1/ 
~1884 ~ 

VOLUME I. 

AUGUSTA: 
BURLEIGH & FLYNT, PRINTERS TO THE STATli:, 

1889. 





IN MEMORIAM. 

Hon. Joseph R. Bodwell, 

GOVERNOR OF MAINE. 

Born June 18, 1818 Died December 15, 1887-

PUBLISHED BY ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR # COUNCIL. 

AUGUSTA: 
BURLEIGH & FLYNT, PRINTERS TO THE STATE. 

1888. 





STATE OF MAINE. 

IN COUNCIL, December 20, 1887. 

Ordered, That a special committee be appointed to employ a suitable 
person to prepare a report of the ceremonies of the funeral of the late 
Governor Bodwell and have the same printed. Read and passed by the 
Council, and by the Governor approved. 

ORAMANDAL SMITH, 
Secretary of State. 

STATE OF MAINE. 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, } 
AUGUSTA, December 29, 1887. 

DR. WM. B. LAPHAM, AUGUSTA, MAINE. 

Dear Sir: rrhe undersigned, a committee of the Council appointed by 
Governor Marble pursuant to the foregoing order, knowing your friend
ship for our late esteemed Governor Bodwell, and having confidence in 
your qualifications for such a duty, invite you to prepare a brief bio
graphical sketch of our late Governor, an account of his sickness, 
death and funeral, with such tributes from the press, and resolutions of 
respect passed on the occasion, and such other matter as may be deemed 
appropriate, in manner and form to be printed. 

Very Respectfully, 

ELLIOTT WOOD, } 
GEO. M. w ARREN, Committee. 
EBEN E. RAND, 



GENTLEMEN: 

No. 14 ELM STREET. } 
AUGUSTA., January 2, 1888. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
the 29th ult. I have delayed my answer thereto, not from any want of 
interest in the subject it introduces, but I have hesitated from a lack of 
confidence in my ability to do the subject the full justice it deserves. I 
feel greatly flattered by your preference, and believing such a tribute as 
is proposed by the Council to be highly befitting the occasion, I will 
undertake the duty and do the best I can. My acquaintance with the late 
Governor Bodwell extended over a period of about fifteen years, and 
while our relations were hy no means intimate, his interest in agriculture 
and my connection with the agricultural press served to bring us in con
tact under varying circumstances, and in a variety of ways. I soon 
formed a very strong attachment for the man, and the attentions I re
ceived from him on many occasions led me to believe that the attachment 
was, in some measure, reciprocated. I had come to regard Governor 
Bodwell as a noble character, and as near perfection as it is possible for 
one to be in this imperfect; state_ of existence. I admired him for his bold 
and vigorous manhood, for his indomitable perseverance, for his untiring 
energy and great business capacity, but still more for his strict integrity, 
for his kind and sympathetic nature, and for his sterling Christian char
acter. Rarely, I believe., are such noble qualities and in such degree. 
found combined in the same person. With you, I feel his sudden death 
as a personal bereavement, and with you I join in mourning the loss of 
your honored principal, and our beloved chief magistrate. 

I am very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

WM. B. LAPHAM. 
Messrs. WOOD, w ARREN AND RAND, 

of the Committee. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 

Joseph Robinson Bodwell was born in Methuen, Mass., 
June 18, 1818, and was the tenth in a family of eleven chil
dren. The house where he and his brothers and sisters were 
born, situated in that part of Methuen which, in 1847, was 
set off and incorporated as Lawrence, is still standing in a 
good state of preservation. It is now owned by Mr. Fred 
Clark, agent of the Pemberton Mills, who has a residence 
opposite, and has been occupied for a number of years by 
teachers of the High School. This house, which was occu
pied by five generations of Bodwells, is an old-fashioned 
mansion house, similar to those erected quite generally by 
well-to-do New England farmers a hundred years ago. It is 
of good size, two stories high, and surrounded by grund old 
trees. One of these trees is said to have been set out the 
day before Governor Bodwell's father was born. Joseph 
Bodwell, father of the Governor, was a kind-hearted, gener
ous man, was always cheerful, and had a pleasant word for 
every one who came beneath his roof-tree. Many a weary 
traveller found welcome and hospitality at his fireside and 
table. He was a man of influence, was one of the directors 
of the old Andover bridge across the Merrimack, possessed 
a sound judgment and his opinion was sought after and valued 
on many occasions. But he became involved in suits at law, 
lost money by signing notes for friends, and finally, in 1829, 
he sold the old place and removed to a less pretentious one 
in West Haverhill. He al ways predicted that there would 
be a city at the Falls, and lived to see it commenced. Mary 
How, the mother of Governor Bodwell, born January 17, 
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1771, daughter of Joseph and Hannah (Carlton) How, was 
a superior and cultured woman. Her family was always 
prominent and influential in Methuen, and her relatives sup
plied deacons for the Congregational church there for more 
than a century. She was a sister of the late Daniel How, a 
successful Portland merchant. Joseph Bodwell was a team
ster as well as farmer~, and engaged more or less in conveying 
wood, lumber and country produce to Salem, and later, to 
Lowell, bringing back merchandise for the traders in Methuen, 
Haverhill and Andover. He could turn his hand to almost 
anything, and this peculiarity was inherited by the late 
Governor. 

Joseph R. Bodwell lived with his parents upon the Bod
well farm until he was eight years of age. His oldest sister, 
Mary, was now married to Patrick Flemming, who owned and 
o<:>cupied a farm in the western part of Methuen, about five 
miles from the Bodwell homestead. Joseph was her favorite 
brother, and when she became settled in her new home, she 
wished him to live with her, and he could easily be spared, 
for without him the family was still large. He livE,d with his 
sister eight years, at which time Patrick Flemming died. He 
had now developed into a sturdy youth, and already begun 
to exhibit many of those qualities which distinguished his 
maturer years. He thus early aspired to the ownership of 
real estate, and after the death of his brother-in-law, he and 
his father purchased of his sister and others, the Flemming 
farm, which was one of the best in that portion of the State. 
As his pnrents advanced in years, both being feeble and past 
labor, an arrangement was made, in 1848, by which they 
went to live with thefr daughter, Mrs. Asa Simonds, when 
the Flemming farm became the property of Joseph R. Bod
well and his brother Henry. The parents died before the 
close of the year 1848, with an interval of only three weeks 
between the dates of their deaths. 

It was soon after the Bod wells purchased the Flemming 
farm that the attention of the Lawrences, and other Boston 
manufacturers and capitalists, was directed to the advantages 
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of the falls upon the Merrimack river, within the town of 
Methuen, known as Bodwell's Falls, for manufacturing pur
poses. The land about the falls was soon purchased, building 
operations were at once commenced on an extensive scale, 
and the trame for the first house built under the new regime 
was furnished by Joseph R. and Henry Bodwell, who now 
owned and were operating a saw-mill in connection with their 
other business. The brothers were plowing in the field when 
Mr. Job Jenness came and desired them to furnish the frame 
for a house. With characteristic energy they repaired to the 
mill, sawed the timber for the fram_e, and the following day 
took it to Lawrence, a distance of five miles. When the dam 
across the Merrimack was being built, Joseph R. and Henry 
Bodwell were employed in hauling the granite from the quar
ries iri Pelham, N. H., for its construction. It required an 
immense amount of stone for this purpose, and it was while 
thus employed that Governor Bodwell took his initial lesson 
in that business which became his life pursuit, and in 
which he achieved great success. He here became familiar 
with all the numerous processes involved in quarrying, 
handling and working granite, and it was at this period, while 
cultivating the Flemming farm, that he formed that attach
ment to agricultural pursuits and stock-raising which he never 
lost, and which became his pastime in later years. In pro
cess of time the brothers made a division of their property, 
Joseph R. taking the farm for his share, and Henry the mills. 
By greater care in its cultivation, the farm had become more 
productive and had greatly increased in value. In 1848, Mr. 
Bodwell was married and brought his wife to this farm, and 
here his family continued to reside until he moved to Hallo
well, in 1866. 

It was not poverty, as has frequently been stated, that 
caused Joseph R. Bodwell to leave the paternal roof at the 
tender age of eight years. His father had a large family, it 
is true, and his means had been somewhat reduc'ed by the 
dishonesty of those whom he had befriended, but he was able 
to meet the demands of his household, and if they lacked 
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some of the luxuries, as did most families in those days, his 
family certainly never wanted for any of the necessaries of 
life. He left home because his childless sister wanted him 
and needed his companionship, and he there received the full 
measure of a sister's affection. He assisted his brother-in-law 
upon the farm, aided his sister in her household duties, at
tended the district school, learned the cordwainer's trade, 
and devoted his evenings and mornings to mending and mak
ing shoes. This was a busy life for a boy, but it was char
acteristic of Joseph R. Bodwell, both as boy and man. He 
was early noted for honesty, perseverance, economy and 
thrift,and these sterling qualities became leading traits in his 
character. He developed physical as well as mental strength, 
and thus, with mind and body evenly balanced, in his maturer 
manhood he possessed great powers of endurance, and was 
able to execute the business projects which his fertile and 
active mind conceived and matured. As has been appropri
ately said of another distinguished New Englander who came 
up from the lower walks of life and attained to the highest 
honors, "the defects of his scholarship, the laborious period 
of his youth, and the humble avocations of his early man
hood, were favorable to his fortunes." In the case of Gov
ernor Bodwell, they s1:)emed to keep him on a level with the 
masses of the people, and enabled him to understand and in
terpret their desires and purposes with accuracy. He early 
developed in a marked degree that peculiar assemblage of 

physical, mental and moral qualities so requisite to the suc
cessful management of great busineRs enterprises, requiring 
the employment of large numbers of men. 

In 1852 in company with Hon. Moses Webster, who deceased 
at Vinalhaven about a year ago, Governor Bod well came to 
Maine. They had been friends in Massachusetts, had worked 
together at the Pelham quarries, both in their earlier years 
had worked at shoemaking, and besides they were remotely 
related, though it is doubtful if either of them was ever 
aware of this fact. It was in this way. Henry Bodwell, the 
ancestor of the Governor, married Bethiah, daughter of John 
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Emery, Jr., of Newbury, whose mother was Mary, daughter 

of John vV eh:,,ter of I pswicb, and John '-\r cbster was there

fore the common nnce~tor of Moses vVebster and Joseph R. 
Bodwe1l, uhout six generations hack. Under the firm name 

of Bodwell and w· ebster, they commenced operating in granite, 

in a small way, having their headquarters upon the South 

Fox Island, now the sea-girt town of Vinalhaven in Penobscot 

Bay. At their E-mnll beginning, it is said that Mr. Bodwell 

dl'Ove the ox team used in moving the granite, and shod the 

animals with his own bands. From this small starting point, 

sprung wondrnus results. Soon the business increased, the 

firm name became Bodwell, '1Vehster and Company, and cap

ital sought investment in the new enterprise. 

The next change was the organization of the Bod well 

Granite Company with a sufficient capital, and leading busi

ness men to aid in the management of its affairs, but the 

moving and mnster spirit from the very first was Joseph R. 
Bodwell, who, soon after he came to Maine, was recognized 
as the leading granite man of the United States. He was 
chosen the fast pre~i<lent of the Company nnd held that 
position to the day of his death. Under his, prudent and 
energetic management, it became the leading grnnite corpora
tion in the country. Mr. Bodwell had long felt the nee<l, in 
his business operations, of granite of a lighter color and finer 
texture than that which he had quarried at Vinalhaven, for 

monumental work, and for artistic designs in architecture. 
The Hallowell granite presented all these rare qualities, and 
in 1866, Mr. Bodwell moved his family from Methuen to 

Hallowell, and a little later, organized the Hallowell Granite 
Company, of which he was made president and chief executive 
officer. Soon after the Company was organized the business 
assumed huge proportions. The products of the association 

have been sent into almost every State in the Union. Its 

colossal statuary, rivalling in durability and beauty the finest 

marble, is to be found in all our great cities from Portland to 

New OrlPans, and it has nn increasing and widely extending 

demand. The following list embraces some of the more 
2 
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prominent buildings and monuments which have been con
structed from the product of the quarries of the two associations 
of which Mr. Bodwell was president: 

New State, War and Navy Department Buildings, vVash
ington, D. U.; Masonic Temple, Record building, and Penn
~ylvania R.R. Passenger Station, &c.,Philadelphia; new Court 
How,e and Post O:flice, Atlanta, Ga. ; . new Custom House 
and Post Office, Cincinnati, Ohio; new County and City Build
ing, new Board of Trade Building, Offices for Pullman Uo., 
Counselman Building, Home Insurance Co.Building, Chicago, 
Ill.; St. Louis Bridge, Missouri; New York and Brooklyn 
Bridge, Welles Building, Mutual Life Insurance Company 
Building, Manhattan Bank Building, Kelley Building, &c., 
New York; Wellington Building, Jordan, Marsh & Co. Build
ing, &c., Boston; new Custom House and Post Office, Fall 
River, Mass.; Peabody Town Buildings, Peabody, Mass.,&c., 
Gen. Wool Monument, Troy, N. Y.; Pilgrim Monument, 
Plymouth, Mass. ; Yorktown Monument; Smith Monument, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; mausoleum and monument for Dr. Gibson, 
Jamestown, Pa., &c.; new Post Office and Custom House, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; basement of new Post Office and Court 
House at Erie, Penn.; North Western Insurance Co. Building, 
Milwaukee, Wis.; polished granite for the State House, 
Indianapolis, Indiana; New York Equitable Life Building, 
New York City; State Capitol Building, Albany, N. Y.; 
West Museum of Art Building, New York City; mausoleum 
for Governor Fenton of Jamestown, New York, &c., &c. 
The Sphynx in Mount Auburn Cemetery, a stupendous mon
ument, was quarried and cut at Hallowell. This list embraces 
only some of the larger operations undertaken ~nd completed 
by the two companies. The minor contracts for soldiers' 
monuments and other monumental work are far too many to 
be enumerated here. But the list given is sufficient to indi
cate the vast amount of responsibility which rested upon Gov
ernor Bodwell as the chief business manager, and the success
ful completion of all these numerous contracts, involving the 
outlay of many millions, shows business tact and ability of a 
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very high order. It involved the constant employment of a 
small army of workmen, including first class artists and arti
sans, and workers of every grade. The two corporations 
under Governor Bodwell's management never found any diffi
culty in the employment of help. They never had any 
strikers among their workmen, and a good man once in their 
employ never thought of leaving it. From his own experi
ence, Governor Bodwell knew how to sympathize with the 
laboring classes. He interested himself in their individual 
pro~perity, and men in his employ soon came to regard him 
as their personal friend. 

The active inind of Governor Bodwell, not content with 
the business intrusted to him by the two great granite compa
nies, sought investment an.a profit in other enterprises. He had 
interests in ice and lumbering on the Kennebec, in land, 
lumbering and milling operations on the Penobscot, in 
several water supply companies, and in a projected line of 
railway between New York and Boston. A minor operation, 
but one which promised important results, was the develop
ment of a sea-side resort at Cape Small Point on the coast of 
Maine. He never lost his interest in agriculture, und soon 
after he came to Hallowell, he purchased a fine farm in the 
suburbs of that city, which he improved and enlarged from 
time to time, by purchase, until he possessed one of the best 
:i d most productive farms on the Kennebec. A few years 
a ·o, he purchased for a small sum an old and run-down farm 
situated some five miles west of Hallowell, of one of his 
workmen who had failed to get a living from it. It contained 
a large area of bog-land, the bed of an ancient pond, and by 
draining and other improvements, under Governor Bodwell's 
direction, it soon became one of the best stock farms in the 
county. 

In 1879, in partnership with Mr. Hall C. Burleigh, Gov
ernor Bodwell commenced the importation of pure-bred stock, 
and this was continued for several years. The importations 
embraced Hereford, Polled Angus and Sussex cattle, and 
Shropshire and Dorset sheep. This was not entered into as 
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a money-making enterprise on the part of Governor Bodwell, 

but as a pastime from more arduous duties, and as a means 

of assisting a friend. The business was eminently success

ful, and not only served its original purpose of an nmtt8e

ment or diversion, but it was a source of financial gain, of 

great importance, at. lea~t to one of the partners, and also 

accompfo;hed a grealt, amount of good in the improvement of 

stock in many parts of the country. They sold animal8 from 

their farms in Hallowell and Vassalbol'Ongh all over New 

England, into seve1·al of the Middle States, and no small part 

of their importations went to improve the breeds on the g1·eat 

stock ranches and rn nges of the far west. 

Governor Bodwell was not a politician in the ordinary 

meaning of the term, hut he al way., took a deep intt'ret-t in 
public affairs, and few men had a clearer :1ppreciatio11 of what 

constitutes true American citizenship. He never sought offi

cial distinction, hut office was sometimes thrust upon him. 

Twice he served in the lower branch of the Maine LPgisla
ture us representative from the city of Hallowell, where his 

vigorous manhood and excellent financial judgment, as well 

as other sterling qualities, were quickly recognized, and g-ave 

him a high standing in this popular branch of the State Gov

ernment. For two terms also, by virtue of the almo:st unan

imous suffruge of ber citizens, he served as mayor of his 

adopted city of Hallowell. His name was mentioned in con

nection with the gubernatorial office some years l.wfore he 

wou Id consent to become a candidate. A few years ago he 

told the writer that he had been approached upon the rmhject 

by leading and influential men of his party, but he said most 

emphatically that he did not want the office, that his time 

was so taken up with his large business interests that he could 

not afford to be Governor. But being constantly impor

tuned, in 1886, reluctantly, as many well know, he co11~e11ted 

to have his name presented to the nominating convention. It 
only required this to insure a unanimous nomination, :111<.l an 

election by a very lrnrge majority. After his inaugumtion, 

ithe public well knew with what modesty he assumed the 
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grent trusts imposed upon him, and with what fidelity he ad
ministered the affairs of the government. Simple in his 
habits, easily approachable, a patient listener, prompt to de
cide and act, courteous even in his refusals, he won the esteem 
and respect of all with whom he came in official contact. 

The eu logiums gathered frQm the press of the State, and re
printed in another pluce, indicate the esteem and regard in 
which he was held by all, without regard to party. He was 

decided in his convictions of official duty, and all his acts us 
Governor strongly henr his impress. 

In private life Governor Bod well's ch:uacter was above re
proach. During the exciting gubernatorial c:tmpaign, when, 
if a candidate has any defects, or has been guilty of any 
lapses, they arc sure to be hrought ngainst him, am] when it 

is frequently the case that false nccusations are made for par
tisan purposes, no word was written or spoken affecting the 
good name of Governor Bodwell, and he was opposed on 
pnrty grounds alone. Honest in his den.lings with mankind, 

acquiring wealth only by legitimate means, he was generous 
in his impulses and his private henefaction8 were many. He 

al:so contributed liberally of his means in aid of public chari
ties, in suppol't ot educationnl institutions nnd for the cause 
of religion. In his quiet, unostcntutious way, he wns con
stantly aiding those whom sickness or adverse fortune lrnd 
mnde needy, and the poor of Hallowell were among his most 
devoted friends. His nature wns sympathetic, :md in hi::i in
tercourse with those with whom bmdness or office brought 
him in contact, he was invariably courteous and kind. The 
IDC'mbcrs of his council and his military staff recognized him 
not only a~ theit· official head, but his .demeanor toward them 
was such that they soon reg-arded him ns n. personal friend, 
und interested in everything pertnining to their welfare. 

This is why these officials and all associated with him in the 
Stute Government, ns well as hosts of friends, regard the 
death of Governor Bodwell as a personal bereavement. 

In religious belief Governor Bodwell was a Universalist, 
but he was free from bigotry, and was a Christian in the 
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broadest sense of tbe word. He had faith in our religious 

institutions, and believed in giving them a cheerful and lib

eral support. He was a member of the Board of Trustees 

of vVestbrook Seminary, and often contributed liberally to 
its funds. He believed in temperance and in the enforcement 

of the laws against the infamous traffic in intoxicating drinks. 

No previous Governor of Maine had manifested so much in

terest in this matter, and while he thereby made enemies of 

parties in interest, the law-abiding citizens of the State, and 

all those whose support is of any value, were rallying around 

him. He believed in kindness to dumb animals, and nothing 

vexed him more thnn their abuse, either from lack of food, 

from overloading, or from the unreasonable application of the 

whip or goad, by those in his employ. He made it a prac
tice to caution all newly hired teamsters that their term of 

office would depend very much upon the treatment of the 

animals committed to their care. His kind and sympathetic 

nature rebelled against the ill-treatment of either animal or 
person. He wns especially kind to the young, and among 
his sincerest mour1wrs are little children, to whom he has 

spoken words of enc·ouragemcnt or aiJe<l in a more material 
way. He received his friends ,vith geuerons, old-fashioned 
hospitality, and with no useless forms and ceremonies. In 
his family he was kind and indulgent, gratifying every reason
able desire, a model husband and father. The loss of a man 
possessing these grand qualities, even from the quiet walks 

of life, is keenly felt, but when a public man, one so inti

mately connected with our material intere~ts of business and 

government, is suddenly removed by death, it creates a void 

not easily filled, and causes a whole State to mourn. 

Governor Bodwelli enjoyed robust health, rarely losing a 

day from sickne:,s. He had naturally a strong constitution, 

and his enrly physical training, and life in the open air, com

bined with strictly tempernte habits, kept his phy:sical sy:stem 

in excellent condition. His fatal sickness, therefore, comi11g 

upon him so suddenly, without premonition, striking him 
down iu the vigor and strength of well matured manhood, 
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was to many almost unaccountable. On the 5th day of Decem
ber Governor and Mrs. Bodwell took the cars at Hallowell, 
intending to go to Rockland, and while away his purpose was 
to make an official visit to the State Prison at Thomaston. 
Arriving at Brunswick, and while waiting for the Bath train, 
having taken Mrs. Bodwell to the la.dies' room, the Governor 
went out to meet some gentlemen who had expressed a desire 
to converse with him on some matter:,, of business. He had 
been ont only a few moments, when a waiter from the dining 
room came in, and motioning for Mr::;. Bodwell to come out, 
he informed her that the Governor had heen taken s1Hl<lenly 
ill. When she reached the <lining room she fouud him sitting 
by a table and leaning over it, his face deadly pale, with 
great beads of perspiration covering his forehead and suffer
ing the keenest anguish through the che::,t, left sho1ilcl<'r and 
left arm. A messenger was in::;tantly <li:,,patchcd fur Dr. 
Alfred Mitchell of the Maine Medical School, and he was 
soon in attendance upon the Governor. He pronouneed it 
angi"na pectori"s, * a very dangerous di~ease, and one of the 
most painful known to the medical profession. By the ap
plication of the proper remedies, the Governor soon had tcm
pontry relief. 

Governor Bodwell had every needed attPntion while at 
Brunswick, and remained there until the arrival of the after
noon train, when a bed was extemporized on boanl, and he 
was brought to his home in Hallowell. It fortunately hap
pened that his family physician, Dr. W. L. Thompson, 
(homeopathic) was on this train, and, haviug assi::,tc<l his 
patient home, he afterward, with the assistance of his son, 
Dr. W. S. Thompson, took charge of the case. Dr. :Mitchell 
of Brunswick called once, and Dr. George E. Brickett of 
Augusta, twice during his sickness, at the request of the fam
ily, but the case continued in charge of the Doctors Thomp-

*Literally, "anguish in the breast." This is the disease of which Charles Sumner died. 
The precise nature of the disease is not very ,,.ell known. It is generally connected with some 
morbid condition of the heart, and is called sometimes neuralgia of the h1iart The first attack 
is sometimes fatal, and it is the opinion of Dr. ThompRon that but for the prompt and vigorous 
treatment of Dr. ilitchcll, Governor Bodwell woulcl have died at Brunswiek, 
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son until the end. Under their treatment he improved, and 

Tuesclny night wns free from pnin. He remained better until 

Thnrsdny noon following, when he had another severe attack 

of pain in the region of the heart. This was relieved by his 

physician, and after that time he suffered scarcely any pain. 
His tongue cleared, his appetite wns soon restored, nud his 

family and friends felt confident of a speedy recovery. Fl'om 

Friclay, the Dth, to Monday, the 12th, he continued to im

prove, and rested well ut night. Then he began to have 
restless nights, would lose his breath on dropping off to sleep, 

and required a frequent change of position. He continued 

much the same through Tuesday night and vYeclnescby. On 

Wednesday evening he felt cncour,igctl, and <.lidated a tele

gram to u. frieud stating that he Hfelt himself on the up

grade." During the early part of the night he W,lS somewhat 

restless, but had occasional short intervals of sleep. At tl1ree 

o'clock he was helped to his easy chair, reeliniug in which, he 

had two hours of ,quiet, refreshing sleep. At five he awoke 

and asked to he conducted to his bed. He rcmainc<l there 

only a few minutes, when he wi::;bed to he returned to his 

cbnir nnd exclaimed, "Get me there quickly." These were 
his last words. His ntten<.bnts nicled him in reaching his 
chair, but before being seated be dropped huek into it and 
expired without a groan or a struggle-a paiulc::;s death. He 
died aL 5.30 A. M., Dec. 15th. The particulars of his sickness 

were kindly furnished by Dr. Thompson, who pronounces the 

immediate cause of hi::; den.th to have been ''heart failure," 
and the more remote cause, congestion of the nntcri(Jl' left 

lung from a cold contracted on the night of Friday, Deecm

ber 2d, while the Governor was returning from Bo::;ton. 

It is the opinion of the writer that Governor Bodwell over

tasked himself, and that overwork hucl much to do with bri 11g
ing on the fatal disease. There will be tho::,e who think 

differently, but some of his most intimate fricnd:5 coineid~ 

with this view. All will agree that there is a limit to human 
endurance, and Governor Bod w"ell certainly had Lusincss 

.cares and resp?nsibilities sufficient for any one man before he 
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became Governor. His time for years hnd all hecn occupied, 
and lw gave himself scarcely nny vacations or periods of rest. 

He wns obliged to spend more or less of hiFs time in travelling 

upon business matters, aud was necessarily somewhat irrC'gu
lar in taking his meals nn<l in his hours of sleep. It w:1s a 
marvel to those ncquainted with his immense lrnsinC'ss respon

sibilities, and the enforced irregul:uities in his mode of living 

rer1uired in its prosecution, how he cu1ld bear up under the 

constant tension, and continue so apparently rohu~t and lw:1 lt hy. 
His naturally strnng constitution, his powerfu 1 mu~l'.u lar de

velopment, his life-long total abstinence from the inebriating 

cup, and his indomitable will, all conspired to keep up his 
health and strength. But Governor Bodwell bad arrivl·d at 

that nge when the power:,; of life, under tlle most favo1·ahle 

circumstances, hegin to weaken, and when, instea<l of as-.um
ing more nnd greater responsibilities, it is the duty of evl'ry 

business man to lwgin to relieve himself of those which he 

already hns. Govcmor Bodwell had thought of this and 
talked of it, but he had not yet found the place where he 
thought he could begin to cu1·tuil his business 01· trnn:::;fe1· his 

responsibilities to other hands. 
He allowed himself to be elected Governor of l\Iaine. nnd 

no man ever n:-:sumcd the duties of the guhern:1torinl office 
with a liiglwr sense of its responsibilities. Ilusine:-;s relations 
in tbc State fur nearly forty years hacl made him fon1ilia1· with 
her great material intere::;ts', and the day he wns eledt>d he be
gan to take nwasurcs to render himself familinr with the State 
institutions, with a view to intelligent administration of State 

affairs. He gave lnrgely of his time to these ohj<·et:-;, and 

still kept pace with the demands of his private llusi1wss. 
When he was inaugurated, he was all ready to a;-;sume the 
duties of his office, and Maine never had a more co11Rcit'ntious, 

painstaking chief magi~ trnte. The duties of Governor are 
more arduous than formerly, nnd the cnlls upon hi:,, time in

crease from year to year. No great public ocea~ion i:s now 
considered complete without his presence un<l co-operation. 
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These duties, with the demands of his ever increasing busi

ness, kept Governor Bodwell almost constantly on the move. 

Then there have been petty annoynnces which are inseparable 

from the gubernatorial office, misrepresentation of his acts 

an<l perversion of hiB motives, which are always more or less 

annoying. As chief executive of the State, he felt it his 

duty to see that the laws were enforced against crime. The 

prohibitory la,v, which had not only been upon the statute 

books from the time when he first came to Maine, hut hnd 

recently been made a part of the organic faw of the State, and 

which, by non-enforcement, was becoming a by-word and a 

reproach, he determined to have enforced, and he went about 
it with characteristic energy, and every prospect of success. 

But the manifold duties of the gubernatorial office added only 

so much more to his previous cares, and while he claimed to 

bear up under his accumulated responsibilities, with health 

unimpaired, his friends, or most of them, felt that the strain 

was too much. He bad not looked as well as formerly, aud 

his face sometimes bore a care-worn appeanrnce which made 
his friends anxious. In September, ju~t hcfore starting for 
Philadelphia to attend the Centennial Celebration of the Con
stitution, he had an attack of severe pain in his left shoulder 
and arm, which may probably he regarded as the precursor of 

the more seriom;: attack at Bmnswick, two months later. 
While his active mind was wholly engaged in the performance 
of his manifold dutieB, a fatal disense had been insidion~ly de

veloping and hastened by the exposure and severe cold, as 

well as other complications mentioned by Dr. Thompson, it 

speedily carried him off. The case of Governor Bodwell pre

sents an illustration and a warning. It illustrates the too close 

application and intense energy of our leading business men, 

and it is a warning that those God-given powers of mind and 

body with which they are blessed cannot be over-taxed with 
impunity, more espec:ially by those who are far along on the 

down grade of life. 

There is not much space for eulogy here, nor is eulogy 

necessary in this case. The respect in which Governor Bod-
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well was held while living, and the universal regret manifested 
at his death, are more potent and convincing than mere words. 
He performed well his part in life. He entered upon no 
official position without firstacqnainting himself with its duties, 
and then he unhesitatingly took upon himself the responsibili
ties of administration. He asked advice of those in whom he 
had confidence, but when he came to act, it was in accordance 
with his own convictions of right and duty. He was a born 
leader, and there could be no greater mistake than to suppose 
that he was, or could be, led by others. He was not trained to 
public speaking, nor schooled in debate, but when his duty aR 

Governor required him to respond to a sentiment, or to speak 
at the anniversaries of public institutions, or at other public 
gatherings to which he had been invited, he did it with a facility 
that surprised his friends, and even himself. His words were 
always well chosen, fitly spoken, and his remarks, though 
brief, were al ways to the point. In his intercourse with Gov
ernors and officials of other states, as he was called upon to 
have upon several occasions during his brief term of office, 
his hem'iug was dignified and com,istent with the high position 
he held and the sovereign State he represented. And now as 
he pa~ses into the domain of history, with his life work done, 
and nobly done, he will be recorded as one of :Maine's fore
most and most valued citizens, and as one of her most con
scientious chief magiotrates. 

HOW THE SAD NEWS WAS RECEIVED. 

The new8 of Governor Bodwell's sudden demise was soon 
wired over the State and produced a profound sensation. 
From reports sent out the day previous, it was confidently be
lieved he would recover. His death occurred too late in the 
morning to appear in the morning papers, and from the tele
graphic offices of the cities and large towns, the sad intelli
gence passed from one to another, and the deepest grief was 
depicted upon every face. Reporters rushed to Hallowell, ,ind 
during the remainder of the day, every available scrap of in-
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tclligcnce bearing upon the c:ise was gathered up and sent to 

the various dai]y papers in, and to mnny c1ut of the ~tate. 

The family of the illu ~trious dead was overwhelmed with their 

grt•at afliiction, and the whole city wore a pull of sorrow and 
sad 11ess. "He was our greatest and best friend," was repeated 

on every hand. The gloom settled henvily over the school 

children, nnd their snd fo~es, as they walked silently along the 

stn•<..,ts and glnnced toward the office of the Hallowell Grnnite 

Company and toward the desolate house, showed evidence of 

he:1rtfelt sorrow. In Augusta, the Court adjourned, :rnd as 

the news spread, a11 the courts of jut::ltice in the State, then in 
se:,~ion, took the same action. Telt•grnms of sorrow for the 

<lend nnd sympathy for the family came pouring in from all 

parts of the country, from friends of the deceased, and from 

State governments. 

At the State House, the jntelligence caused the keenest 

regrets. Grief choked the utterance of many, and every 

face was expressive of the deepest sorrow. It became the 

duty of the Secretary of State to notify Hon. Sebastian S. 
M:irlilc, President of the Senate, who, by the provi:sions of 

the Constitution, became acting or ex-officio Governor from the 

momeut of the <leath of Governor Bodwell. Mr .. Marble ar

rived in Augusta on tbe evening train of thnt day. The mem

bers of the Executive Council were summoned to A ugu:;ta, 

and with sad hearts assembled ut the Council Ch:unher on the 

day rncceeding Governor Bodwell's death. The relations be

tween Governor nnd Council had been uncommonly confiden

tiul and plensant, and when he was stricken down hy di.sease, 

the members of the Council felt much more than official in

terest in his recovery. From reports received from the sick

room, they had every reason to believe that he wns conva

lescing and would soon be ab]e to rejoin them, a.nd the report 

of the fatal tcrminution of his disease wns received l,y all 
with great surprise and filled them with transports of g1·ief. 

Acting Govemor Marble officially notified the people of the 

State of the death of Governor Bodwell by issuing the follow

ing circular: 
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STATE OF MAINE. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, ! 
AUGIJSTA, Dece111hel' lG, 1887. 5 

It is with dePp sorrow and rf'gret that I annonnce to the people of the 
St:Ht\ the clnith of Governor ,loS<'JJh IL llodw<0 ll. which occurred at his 
residence i11 llallowell, Dec. 15th. at 5.30 o"clock A. M. 

J II liis many years of active business lif<,, his wi<le ciJ"Cle of pPrso11al 
frie11<Js, a11d his yet widPr circh• of b11si11ess al'q11ai11ta11ccs have lt>arned 
to lov<• a11d respe<"t him for his manly, generous charnctel", and i11 hi,.; brief 
oflkial eareer he has e11dea1 ed himselt' to all the citizc11s of this ~tat<'. 

Tile body will lie i11 state at the capitol from Su11<lay 11ouu 11111il the 
fmwral, which will take pince at the ~tate Bouse on T111·s<lay, DPe. 20th, 
at ll A. M. I have already U('Signated committees of tile Se11at(' a11d 
Ho11st0 of lfrpref;elltatiws to pnrticipate i11 the exf'rcis(•f<. I 11ow i11vite 
all wl10 lll:ty desin"\ to <lo so to be pn·se11t at the funeral services. J d•·:--ire 
that all public offices UP closf'd on that <lay between the ho11rs of 11 :111d 2 
o'cloek, aml n·q11est that all business be suspenf1ed d11ri11µ: that ti111e so 
far as practicable, as a tribute of respect to our late chief magistratl'. 

SEBASTIAN S. l\IAHBLE. 

The Maine Militia were also notified in General Orders as 
follows: .,, 

GENERAL ORDERS,} 
~o. HJ. 

HEADQUARTERS :MAINE MILITIA,~ 
ADJUTANT lh:NEHAL'S 0Fl<'ICI<~. 

AUGUSTA, December lG, 188i. 

'l'he Governor and CommanclPr-in-Chiet announces with profound sor
row the death of his distinguished prl:'decessor, JOSEPH H. DovWEI.L, 
which occnrred at his home i11 HallowPll, 'J'hnr~day rnorning. Dt•et·111 l>er 
15th. i11sta11t, at 5.30. GoV('I'11or Bo<lwell's life has bee11 a bright and 
inspiring n•cord of purity a11d fidelity in social and bni-iuess n•latiuns, 
and integrity and ability in exacting and trying official positio11. He 
was a man whose impuls<'S a!lll inclinations were to ki11dli11ess. to trnth 
and right. He was a faithful. generous and steadfast helper of fri1·11chi, 
and a11 able and upright g,iaruian of pnblic good. Governor BoLlwPll's 
death is pecnliarly sadtle11i11g, i11 that it has come so sutltlenly. Jt has 
come at the end of a lite of ~Teat accomplishmeuts. It is a desolatio11 to 
family and frientls that 110 form of words ca11 describe. It is a loss to the 
State that ea nnot be estimated. But there is relief to the deep sorrow, 
to the heavy S<•nse of loss. We can all believe that when death cam1.\ to 
so gootl a man, the portals of the eternal world were arched with the radi
ant. bow of promise. 

II. In honor of the memory of the distinguished dead, and in s1wrial 
recognition ()f his earnei<t and helpful devotion to the interests of the 111ili
tia, it is orde1·ed that the color!I. of the several regiments and the g11idon 
of the artillery be draped in mourning, and all ofllce1·s will wear tlw t1!i:t1al 
badge of mourning upon the left arm aud upon the sword hilt for the en
.suing thirty <lays. 

BY COMMAND OF SEBASTIAN S. MARBLE, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 

S. J. GALLAGHER, 
Adjutant General. 
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PREPARATION FOR THE LAS'r SAD RI'fES. 

The State officials had a conference with the family, and it 
was decided to have a private funeral at the late home of the 
deceased in Hallowell, on Sunday, the 18th, after which the 
remains should be conveyed to the Stnte House, there to lie 
in state until Tuesday, the 20th, when the public obsequies 
should be had. Meantime, a responsible duty rested upon 
General Harris, Superintendent of Public Buildings, that of 
putting the State House in order and having it properly 
draped. The draping was very elaborate, and was done 
under the direction of Capt. Geo. E. Brown of Portland. 
Black draperies covered the windows rrpon the portico, and 
the transom above the door, and as one entered the door, he felt 
that he was passing into the house of mourning. The fountain 
in the center of the rotunda had been removed, and upon the 
site of it, between the four large central pillars, upon a raised 
platform covered with black draperies, was erected the 
catafalque. It was covered with black broadcloth and deco
rated with silver fringe and silver stars. From the large 
chandelier above, broad streamers of black crape and white 
thibet festooned to opposite sides of the room formed a canopy 
over the catafalque. The doors leading from the rotunda 
were draped in crape, with the exception of the main 
entrance, where two large flags were used, caught in at the 
sides with crape loop,s. The windows were curtained with 
flags. Festoons of b]ack crape and white thibet hung about 
the sides of the room. On the right side of the rotunda, 
heavily draped in mourning was a large crayon portrait of 
Governor Bodwell. The large pillars of the rotunda were 
encased in crape, and festooned with smilax and silver stars. 
The corridors and stairways were draped in black. The 
Council Chamber was also fil1ed with signs of mourning. 
The Governor's desk was draped in mourning and the edges 
fringed with smilax. Upon the table was the Governor's 
ebony gavel, decorated with white ribbons. In the Govern
or's private room, the same evidences of bereavement were 

• 
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seen. The table and chair were in mourning, and the room 
looked mournfully silent and sad. Representatives' Hall was 
also appropriately draped. 

THE PRIVATE FUNERAL. 

Governor Bodwell was a Free Mason, having joined Rock
land Lodge, Feruary 14, 1859, and the several lodges in 
the vicinity turned out in large numbers to escort the remains 
of. their ]ate brother from Hallowell to the State House, when 
the private funeral should be over. At ten o'clock Sunday 
mon;ing, the citizens of Hallowell met at the City Hall and 

chose Col. D. P. Livermore as Marshal of the citizens' escort to 
Augusta. The Masonic Lodges of Ha1lowell, Gardiner and 
Augusta formed in line, after the arrival of the special trains, 
and marched to the Governor's late residence. Samuel B. 
Glazier officiated as Superintendent of the funeral, and the 
religious services were performed by Mr. Bodwell's pastor, 
Rev. J. S. Gledhill of Gardiner, who pronounced the following 
feeling and touching eulogy: 

This whole life is walked under a shadow. Mystery hangs over every
thing. We do Bot understand anything about us. But the greate"t mys
tery of it all is the dark fact of death. Into its shadow and darkness I 
come to you, dear friends, to say words of comfort and consolation. What 
I shall say will not take away your darkness, nor perhaps allay your grief. 
Bnt I pray that the few words I speak may be to yon as glints of light 
amidst the darkness, which shall help you to place your feet in the next 
step of yonr journey. 

There have always been two ideas about death held by the minds of 
men. The earliest idea was that death was a covered way which led the 
soul into a silent region of shadows and darkness, where were gathered 
all those who passed out of the earthly life. 

'fhis view was later modified by the ideas of a division of this r<'gion of 
shadows into two parts, one of light and one of darkness, where were re
ceived into the one all the souls of the good in life, and into the other the 
souls of the evil. A further modification led to the idea of some myste
rious change necessary to be made in the soul during life, or. in its ab
sence at death the soul was plunged into this hopeless darkness and 
despair. 

But later came the more hopeful and rational view of death. which was 
that death is but the door which opens for the soul into another room of 
the Father's house of many mansions. And this is eminently the Chris
tian view of death. Christ, the Redeemer, says: "In My Father's house 
are many mansions, if it were not so I would have told you. I go to pre
pare a place for you." And this view of death is further expressed by 
.. 
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tbf' apMtle whf'n he exclaims, "For we know that if om· earthly honse of 
this tah1·1·11aeln were llif;~olvecl we have a building of God, a house not 
mad1• witlt lla11ds, rternal in the heavPns." 

T\11,rP 1s t-talllJH"'d indelibly upon tile heart ancl sonl of every man an 
inlwn·11t :-.P11st~ that ln1111all de~t.i11y is e11sphernl in a diri11<\ order. This 
las! viPw of d1•atlt q11il-k\•11ed this latent se11SP. i11 111P11's IH•arts a11d taught 
tlw111 t l1at t lit-' profound mystp1·y out of wllich tlu·ir lifo isstH'S does 11ot 
end i11 an ah_vf.s of 11othi1:g11Pss. 1t taugl1t men tliat dt>ath llot>S not enll 
all. BP)'Olld tif·atlt lies a future which to the rightl~r poif;r:d rnul is not 
oul;v witl,out IHI' r. b11t is full of bt>cko11i11~ 1waee. I:1 that future as well 
as i11 tht\ prPse11t tit<\ all-:tovi11g- and all-hlessing g-ood11ess of God <•1ieom
pa,:i'<t>S tlw sotll. Tliis view of death also furnil'<h<·s 11s wii:lt the g-rnuml 
and j11sti!ieatio11 for that deep peace which ill tli:-app11i11tu1c11t allll loss 
stay!'< its<'lf 011 rile assu1 ance of ultilliatP triumph. 

l\(Jw, l can 01Ily lti11t at the grn,t thing of \\'liieh I de;:ir11 you to think, 
the g-rt·at tlii11g whid1 I would that you k<wp in yo11r hParts. faith that 
Gou always lias a good aud loving reas<'JJ for wliat lie dues. And by 
thi'.'.' faith I do uot m<>an an lllll'('asoni11g nr(·1·pta11cn of a dogma~ noth
ing of tl1t~ killll. Ally faith that is real and livi11,g and trne l.rni-es itsrlf in 
and 11111st )!:!'OW out of the cxpl'riences of the world. A11d the expe11l·11ces 
of t lte world have given 11s just such a God as this faith poiuts to in whom 
to I l'IISt. 

Jt is hardly nrcessary for me to point out to you that he whom you 
idolized af; llllsliaml and fathrr and brother, our belov1•d friend and ueigh
bor. ttw esti111al1IP eitiZl'll and Jio11orPd chiPf exl·cutivP, drew the i11:-pira
tio11 ot hi." lifo from this ~n111c faith in God. ,Joseph H. Bodwell was an 
emi11r·11t ( 'hris1i.1n. He held an unwavering faith i11 tile 1111iversal a11d nn
ch1111gi11g love a11d goodness of God to all men. Frnm tllis faith he drew· 
tlw ~we1·ri1<·s:;; a11<l Jig-ht and Jove which made him an idol in tl1e home 
cirelP. From tltis same faith came that t11111sua l dq.uee of charity and 
pat'e11ce wlikh h1· felt and exercised for all who came i11 contact witlt him, 
or with whom he l1ad i11 any way to deal. TH~ sa111P f.tith :.rave him that 
whklt f.O eminently (1istit1gnif;hetl him as a citizen and 11eig-l1bor, an ever 
readi1wss to ltPlp aud an open hearted generosit.y and sympathy with every 
form of 111·1°1!. 

A,- a pnhlie offi<'ial his conrag-cous maintenance of what he dePmed to 
be riµ:lit alld for tlH· bPst i11t<'re~ts of the people ha<l it~ roor in his ,great 
faith i11 tl1e 1111iver:-:al triumph of righteous11(•ss and ti·nth, and gave him 
disti11g11i~lwcl honor amo11g the great men of our co1111tl'y. 

As a source of comfort: a!ld consolation the thought of these things 
wil I yield you rieli11Pss in the days of grief and darlrness to come. Ill a<l
diti1111 to this also, wliat treasures will not your me1uo1·ies hold of the be
lov,·d? 'I hat you wern permitted to live i11 so inti111ate a1HI tell(f Pr rela
tiow, with a J1at11re so noble and so benignant must always be a cause for 
gratitude to the giver of :di goou things. 

As a l111slrn11d a11d fathPr he was all that heart eonhl ,vish, trne, tender, 
afft.etiouate a11d ind'ulge11t1 shedding joy and gladness upon all the house
hold. 

It does not br<~ome me upon this occasion, even if time permitted, to 
spPak at ]pugth of the eminent virtues of your belovPd th-ad. I desire 
only to call to mind briefly tlwse things and mge yon to cherh1h the 
great faith which was the ligt,t and joy of hls life, for yom own comfort 
and co11solatioll. Put your coutideuce in God who faileth llot. aml wait 
patiP11tly for tile deathless reunion which will snr<.>ly be yours in the life 
to t:0111e. God leads us all out into the darkness, bnt only that we may 
go up into His clearer ligl1t. 

"There is no death, what seems 10 is transition, 
This life of mortal breath, 
Is but a suburb of the life elysian, 
Whose portals we call death," 

• 
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At the close of the services the procession was formed, and 
moved to the State House in the following order: 

Hacks, with relatives of the deceased. 
Hearse with pall bearers, eight men, who were: 

Hermon Lodge, Gardiner, No. 32: Daniel C. Palmer and Augustus 
Bailey. 

Augusta Lodge No. 141: Charles C. Hunt anrl S. L. Boardman. 
Bethlehem Lodge No. 35: E. C. Allen and Hon. George E. Weeks. 

Hacks, with friends and relatives. 
Hermon Lodge No. 32, F. & A. M., of Gardiner, 37 men. 

Augusta Lodge No. 141. of Augusta. 
Kennebec Lodge No. 5, of Hallowell, 

Bethlt>hem Lodge N n. 35, of Angnsta. 
Citizens in double file and in carriages. 

At half past eleven the Capital Guards, in full dress, took 
up their quarters at the State House, as a guard of honor. 
On the arrival of the procession, the casket containing the 
remains was borne into the rotunda and placed upon the cata
falque, the Masons escorting the body forming in line at the 
foot and side of the casket. Governor Marble, the Execu
tive Council and the State officers were upon the opposite 
side, near the head of the casket. Then followed the im
pressive Masonic funeral service, at the close of which A. 
M. Spear, of Gardiner, advancing to the head of the casket, 
addressed Governor Marble in the following words: 

Governor 1.11.m·ble :-"\\re appear before you to-day as 
Masons, escorting to your care all that remains of a loved 
and respected brother, whose form now lies before U::, clothed 
in the habiliments of death. 

His immediate relatives and friends, in grief and sorrow, 
have laid upon the ultur of his memory their last sad tribute 
of love nnd affection. And now we stand here charged with 
the solemn duty impo~ed upon us by the mystic ties of the 
order, and the request of his friends, of consigning his body 
to the State for. the reception of those public honors to which, 
both as an eminent citizen and its chief executive, he is so 
justly rntitled. 

As a man, he was of the highest character, spotleRs in in
tegrity, unblemished in honor, boundless in generosity, using 
his wealth with lavish hand for the benefit of the community 
and the welfare of the State. 

3 
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As a Mason, he exemplified in his daily life and conduct 
those noble virtues whit·h the precepts of the order inculcate. 

As an official, although called to the highest position in the 
gift of the people, without nny desire on his own part for 
political preferment, he nevertheless assumed the duties of 

Governor with that untiring energy and zeal which had 
in so marked a degree characterized his business career, de
voting his very life to the progress and welfare of the State. 
His loss to the community, the fraternity and the State is one 

which time cannot repair nor the lapse of years efface. 
But his life work is done. And now in behalf of his 

relatives and friends and this fraternity, I deliver him through 

you to the care and custody of this commonwealth, which he 
loved nnd which loved him so well. 

To which Governor Marble made the following responE1e: 
In behalf of the State of Maine, I receive within its Capi

tol, the remains of its beloved and lamented late chief mag

istrate. 
Within these walls, one short year ago, Joseph R. Bodwell 

was inaugurated Governor of Maine. To-day· the portals of 
the Capitol are swung open to rec~i~e bis lifeless form that 
.here for a brief period it may lie in state before we consign 
it to its last resting place. 

Living and dead, Maine honors this Nature's nobleman, 
whose character was as strong and heart. as true as the granite 
hills he contended with and subdued. But in this hour of our 

great sorrow there is one thought of comfort; he died as the 
strong man always ·wishes to die, with the harness on, in the 
thickest of the fight, and in the full vigor of life. He is dead; 
but the example he leaves of what a poor boy, unaided, with 

only a strong arm and a brave heart, may accomplish, will 
live to cheer and encourage the youth of our State long after 
we of this generation shall have crossed the ''isthmus between 
the two oceans." 

He is at rest. Grandly has he fought the battle of life to 
,the end, and we may devoutly believe that the words, "well 
done, good and faithful servant," will be spoken to him in 
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Heaven, even as they are spoken of him in thousands of 
homes on earth. 

And may God grant to us who are living, strength and 
wisdom to emulate the virtues of him whose body the State 
sorrowfully and tenderly now takes to its keeping. 

LYING IN STA'rE. 

The remains of Governor Bodwell were embalmed, and 
while lying in state, were viewed by large numbers of people 
from various parts of the State. The arrangements for the 
public funeral were placed in the hands of a committee, con
sisting of Councillor Seth M. Carter, Gen. George L. Beal 
and Col. George C. Wing. Capt. George D. Bisbee was 
selected as Chief Marshal. The following order was issued 
from the office of the Adjutant General: 

GENERAL ORDERS,} 
No. 20. 

HEADQUARTERS MAINE MILITIA,} 
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 

AUGUSTA, December 17, 1887. 

I. Commanders of Companies A, B, C, and E, ot 1st Regiment, and D, 
E, G, and H, 2nd Regiment, M. V. M., and 1st and 2nd Platoons Battery, 
will report to Col. John J. Lynch, at Augusta, Tuesday A. M., Dec. 20th, 
with 32 Privates and Corporals, and File Closers, armed and equipped in 
full dress uniform with overcoats and white gl()ves. 

II. A Special Military Train will leave as follows: Portland at 7.30 
A. M., Lewiston, lower station, at 7.30, connecting at Brunswick with 
the special from Portland. Bangor at 7.30. Company E, 2nd Reg't 
will take regular train, 8.20 A. M., and return on the regnlar P. M. train. 
Company H, 2nd Reg't, will leave on regular 9.15 train. All Companies 
bnt E, 2nd Reg't, will return home by special train Tuesday. 

III. Colonel John J. Lynch: 1st Regiment, with Staff', will command 
the Military Escort. 

'l'he troops will be given dinner at Granite Hall, Augusta, at 11.30. 
The National Home Band will furnish the music. 
'l'he senior officers on these trains will take command of the troops 

while en route to Augusta and return, and be held responsible for the 
behavior of the men. 

IY. Commanding officer of Company F, 1st Regiment, will report at 
State House, Sunday, Dec. 18th, at 12 o'clock, with 25 men with officers 
in full dress uniform, armed and equipped for guard duty. 'l'his detail 
will also act as a guard of honor while the remains are being borne to the 
cemetery. 

V. A gun will be fired at every half-hour, beginning at sunrise and 
ending at sunset. 

Nineteen minute-guns will be fired while the remains are being 
borne to the place of interment . 

• 
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After the remains are deposited in the grave, a salute of nineteen 
guns will be fired, in addiition to three salvos of artillery. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

S. J. GALLAGHER, 
Adjutant General. 

Chief Marshal Bisbee is~ued the following circular: 

OFFICE OF CHIEF MARSHAL,} 
AUGUSTA, Dec. Hl, 1887. 

Services in Representatives' Hall at 11 o'clock A. M. 
1. Music, Prof. 'l'hieme, 'fogus Military Band. 
2. Heading of Scripture and prayer, Rev. A. F. Skeele, Augusta. 
3. Select.ion, Chickering Qnartette, An~usta. 
4. Address, Rev. C. A. Ha~·deu, Auburn. 
5. Selection, Chickering Quartette and Mrs. Milliken. 
6. Benediction, Rev. J. S. Gledltill, Gardiner. 

The procession will form immediately after the services as follows: 
Platoon of Police. 

Chief Marshal and Aids. 
Chief Marshal, George D. Bisbee, Buckfield. 

Chief of Staff, H. M. Sprague, Auburn. 
Aids, S. W. Lane, Augusta; John W. Berry, Gardiner; Fred W. 

Plaisted, Augusta; A. B. Nealey, Lewiston. 
N atioual Home Band, 'l'ogus. 

Col. J. J. Lynch and Staff, 
Commandi11g Provisional Battalion of Infantry and 

First Maine Battery as escort. 
Pall Bearers. 

Hearse. 
CapitHl Guards as Guard of Honor. 

Carriages containing family and rPlatives, Governor Marble and Staff', 
Governors of other States and staffs, Executive Councillors, Judiciary. 
Brigadier General :Mitchell and Staff, State Officers, Legislative Commit
tee, United States Officials and resident Clergymen. 

Members and ex-members of the Legislature, Representative8 of City 
Governments, delegatio1rn from various organizations, and citizens, on 
foot. 

Private carriages. 
During the services at the State House the Governor's salute will be 

fired from the United States Arsenal. Minute guns will be fired from the 
State grounds by a detail from the United States Arsenal under the direc, 
tion of Captain Michmlis, and the bells of Augusta and Hallowell will be 
tolled during the march from the State House to the cemetery. 

On arrival at the cemetery the usual military and civic honors will be 
paid. At the close of the services a salvo of artillery and the Governor's 
salute will be fired from the State grounds. 

Guns will be fired from the United States Arsenal every half-hour from 
sunrise to sunset. 

Delegations from out of town are requested to report to the chief of 
, staff at the State pension office. · 

1HENRY M. SPRAGUE, 

Chief of Staff~ 

By order of 
GEORGE D. BISBEE, 

Chief Marshal. 

• 
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THE STATE FUNERAL. 

The decorators completed their work Monday, and every
thing was in order for the solemn occasion. Additional fes
toons were hung upon the sides of the Council Chamber, the 
Governor's Room and Representatives' Hall, of broad stream
ers of black crape and white thibet. The floral tributes were 
original, varied and beautiful. The <lesigns were expressive, 
and the flowers composing them were brought from the best 
New England conservatories. The air of the somber rotunda 
was heavy with their frngance. At the foot of the caHket was 
a basket filled with beautiful hot-house flowers, the offering of 
the Governor and Council, the Military Staff and the Heads 
of Departments. On the north side of the rotunda, beneath 
the crayon portrait of the late Governor, was a large stand 
heavily druped in mourning, upon which other floral tributes 
were placed. First was a beautiful Bible from the family 
relatives. It rested upon a bank of fern::; and ivy leaves, and 
worked in amid the white flower::; of the cover, were the 
dates 1818--1887, in immortellcs. Next was the design 
from the employe::; of the Hallowell Granite Company, a 
monument of white flower8, pink::,, roses and other flowers, 
around which WH8 a wreath of flower8, and the whole trimmed 
with a fringe of smilax. The Govemor's Staff .also furnished 
a beautiful floral cross, the back and margin of which was 
composed of ivy leaves and white ferns. The front was made 
up of magnificent white flower::;-Marechal Niel and Cather
ine Mcrmet roses, Roman Hyaeinth::, and other handsome 
varietie.:;;. Over the arm of this cross was a floral sickle, the 
blade of which was made of carnation pinks of the same tint 
us the Catherine Mermet roses. The handle of this was made 
of green English ivy leaves. It was a beautiful and touching 
tribute. Two other designs were a beautiful floral pillow 
and an inclined wreath. The former was made of flowers, 
and bore the name of the Governor, composed of purple im
mortelles upon a white background. The wreath stood upon 
a bank of flowers as a base and was composed of calla lilies, 
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violets and rosebuds. A beautiful column four feet high, 
broken at the top, the shaft composed of white pinks and 
white roses, the base of delicate pink roses combined with 
maiden-hair ferns and English ivy, was the offering of the 
Bodwell Granite Company of Vinalhaven. .A tribute from 
the Rockland Knights of Labor, consisted of a shield in the 
emblem of the K. of L., a circle containing a triangle in 
roses, with the inscription, ''Our Employer" in immortelles 
above it. 

Tuesday morning quite early, the crowds began to gather 
about the State Home and many thousands were there during 
the day. The funeral services were held in Representatives' 
Hall and were solemn and imposing. The Hall was crowded 
to its utmost capacity, and only a small portion of those 
present could gain admission. Delegations came from all the 
large cities, and among those present in the Hall were distin
guished men from all: parts of the State. At. eleven o'clock 
the family and relatives came in, and following, the Governor 
and other State officials, the joint legislative special committee, 
the city committees, and delegations from various organiza
tions throughout the State. Ex-Governors Perham, Plaisted 
and Robie were amoug those present. Rev. A. F. Skeele of 
Augusta opened the exercises by reading selections from the 
scriptures and then offered prayer. The Chickering Quar
tette of Augusta, assisted by Mrs. Fannie Milliken, rendered 
a selection, when the funeral address was spoken by Rev. C. 
A. Hayden, Pastor of the Universalist Church in Auburn. 

REV. MR. HAYDEN"'S ADDRESS. 

God has a great Bible and the lives of men are texts in it. "What is 
excellent as Goel lives is permaneut. '' 

It is my sad duty and privilege as well to try to do what some of you 
could do much better, voice the common sorrow of our State and country 
in the loss of one of onr noblest and best citizens. What can I say more 
when all the masters of speech have preceded me? 'l'be press have <lone 
justice to Iris name, worth and work. They have marshaled their stat<ily 
sentences, and all over this country the words of <leservt'd a11tl sincp1·e 
eulogy have been scattered broadcast. It is not ne0essarv. even if I were 
able, to go over the grou11d which has been covered so completely and so 
well and which is so familiar to yon all. It is better that I should call 
attention to the qualities of manhood in our friend which made him what 
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he was in all the places in life which he was called upon to take and which 
he filled so nobly. So in passing, I shall only briefly outline his business 
and professional career. leaving to others to do the work more fully and 
better, as should be done, in some permanent form, as an inspiration to 
our youth in the attainment of success without the sacrifice of moral 
principle; for his is a life worthy the study of every young man. He 
said in an after-dinner talk at Westbrook Commencement last J1rne, to 
the young men: "In your pursuit of honor or wealth or position, never 
accept them if in doing so yon have to sacrifice your integrity." He had 
a right to utter such words, because they were eminently trne of him. 

Joseph R. Bodwell, born in Methuen, J\Jai::i::achn~etts. in 1818. was early 
thrown on his own resources, and learned hii-1 trade whPn apprenticeship 
meant three years of steady, persistent applic'-ltion. He also labored on 
a farm for wages that would seem pitiably small in thPse days. Bnt those 
years of work and stndy seem to have been hPst fitted to prepare him for 
the real work of lifo and secure the re>mftrkahle snccess that caiw~ in later 
yEars. He was reading. working, studying all the time. His snecess was 
not that of luck, but by pnsistent energy and ability, and by ho1wsty and 
laJor did he achieve his success. He had the rare faculty of grasping- all 
tl!e details of every nndertaking and discerning: the outcome. He had 
O'tersig:ht of all his vast business operations, every detail of which was 
w~ll defined in his thought. One of the papers politically opposed to 
bin said, and it is donbt1ess true. that 11he k1ww exactly what every man 
in his employ ought to be asked to do. and it if". but simplP, j11c:tice to the 
de:i<l to say that he a.ske,l no more th:1·1 tha.t of aqv 111 tn.'' Thi,; is high 
pniis<'. b11t wPll clPserv1~<l. as we all hPliPve; for hP w,1,; in the be,-t sem;e 
the laboring: man's friend. He, the g:rf'atest wr,rker among them all, 
knew how to sympathize with an1l lwlp his <'Ill]> loyes. I think it is t.rue 
that h1~ did ai;; mnch to develop the resources of onr State as any one man 
has ever done. All the varied inti>res.ts of the State wPre e111·onrag:Pd and 
hel1wd by him; not only the granite business, but ag·ric11ltt1rf>, m:urnfae
tnres, railroads, in fact, every ente>rprise that tendPd to the material 
:;dvancement of the people, receive1l substantial aid from his p!"(wminent 
business ability. 

In his political career he hns sho"trn the snme stnling qualities that 
have distinguished him in other walks of life. He did not sPPk office. 
On the contary, he said he had enough to do without that. :rnd I think 
we are beginning to feel that he spoke trnly. and that it was almo,;t w1kind 
to thrust this added labor upon him. HP, however, served in the LPgii-1-
Jatun'l and was mayor of his own city, fonvarding their int<>re,:ts with 
that fic1Plir.y, characteristic of the man in whatevPr he m111Prtook. He 
never desired the office of GovPrnor. lt was urged npo11 him. and in 
or<ler to grntify his frien1ls ancl to serve the StatP, he finally eons0nted. 
Notwithstanding his vast business concerns, requirin2.' as it would sPem 
all bis thonght and time. in the executive chair he gave the needed atten
tion to the just administrntion of the government of the titnte and took an 
interes.t in all the affairs concerning the welfare of the entire people. 

He was a good Governor. Is it, too rnnch for me to say he was one 
of onr best governors in this commonwealth? I do not say he never made 
a mistake or erred in jndgnwnt. To argue this would be to claim more 
than any human being can fulfil. I do claim that he tried conscientiously 
to do his duty and the right. 011 the temperance qtwstion he tnok a 
clecillPcl stand ancl insisted that the law should be enforced, and if oflfoials 
did 11ot do their dnty, on rPreiving evidence to that effect he would remove 
them. His position on this question has been of great value to the cansP. 
It is so regar<]Pd by earnest temperance workers, and his death is sincerely 
mourned by all temperance organizations in the State. 

Tn social lifo the sper.irrl charm of his chararter was 1·evf'alPd, He hnrl 
a kind word for evPrybody. 'l'he chilcfren f Plt free with him as with a 
friend. His grf'eting was cordial, si11cprp and tPnder. 'I'hong:h filled with 
business c>arPs and interests, he wonlcl engage even with children in the 
joy and simplicity of their life. His little grandson was his pride and 
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delight. It was my privilege ten years ag-o to know something of his 
home life, and since tllat time I have seen him often~ and he was always 
the kind, friendly, hPlpfol man. In his home he laid aside perpl<"xing 
business careR and entered i11to the pleasures and enjoyments of his 
guests with hiR family. A cordial, genial, modest man was he,-a kind 
and indnlgPnt father, a considerate and affoctionate husband. How many 
;vonn,g men he hits helped to succeed! What acts of charity contin11ally 
flowed from his open hanil ! 'l'he best evidence of his worth is found ir. 
the universal sorrow seen :rnd expressed by the citizens of his own city. 
'l'lrn evidence of his libel'a]ity aud justice to his workmen are found h 
their sad hearts and tearfnl faces. He was trusted and loved bv tht:>m all. 

He w1·on_ght. we say, 'in stone, arnl all over our land in most of our cities, 
are buildings and mo11n:nent.s showing the strength and extent of his 
business lift>. But his gt'eate~t achievement was in the building of Hs 
character, for the man was greater than his wol'k. Behind all his achieve
ments, behind all his successes. stood the grnnd, noble character which we 
monrn and which we admire t.his day. They said of him: "He is rnakill~ 
his fortn11e.'~ and that tJu,y all conl<l se,,. That tlwy praised, and said: 
11 He is an i11d11st.rions an(] excellent business man and is growing rict. '' 
I res1wct all that for what it is worth. Bnt behind his fortune there was 
rising- his character, stone upon stone, brick upon hrick, story after stoq; 
fnr t.he man behind the work i~ what eonnts. After sixty-ni11e years of 
effort the work was accomplished. and the great A11gel Deat.h came a 1d 
removed the scaffolding and revealerl the completed manhood. \Ve s1y 
prematurely, we regret that he was taken away-that all these intere~ts 
will suffer in onr State because he is no more. 'l'hat, I grant you, is tne. 
\Ve shall miss him everywhern. 

Bnt there is another thought that comes in. Governor Bodwell stood 
on the summit, nnd when he passed on we can truly trnst that God kne.v 
what was best. It is something to have liwid sixty-nine years aud coin
manded the respect and reverence of a whole country. It is a great thin5 
to have lived and had the aff·~ctio11 and sympathy of so dear friends 
and to hold so honored a place in human heitrts. I am not sure bu'i 
,that it was his hPst time to go. With unimpaired faculties. amid pros
perity. in the full vigor and maturity of his manhood, he has gone to his 
reward. 

Guvt>rnor Bodwell wiellfod a grent inflnencn in t.hi,, commnnit.y and 
whernver ht' was known. What is the exµla11atio11 of this fact? By virtue 
of what q11ality did his opi11ion alway~ com111a11d respect? What drew to 
him the many who from :ill classes and in all strnits of life song-ht his 
cou11s,~l '? Was it that his experience all(} trai11i11g- fitted ltim to speak with 
anthority on most practical qnestion'<? Un<lonbteclly it was this conpled 
with a deeper fact, for his was not a limitt>d culture of mer,~ intellectual 
protieiency. His whole n:tture was broadly based on a rnor:11 or rPligions 
sense, and this is the prominent fact in the man's life. His intellect, his 
affections and desires, while they lacked 11othi11,g of power in themselves, 
were al ways subject to his feelings of duty. The clegTee in which con
.science fonnd expression through whatever he said or did gave him a very 
rare and remarkable manhood. 

Joseph R. Bodwell was what he seemed to be. One might safely chal
len,ge any person to say that a closer acqnai11ta11ce with him ever resulted 
in disappointment. No one eve1· penetrated behind an appearance i11 his 
life t() timl emptiness and unreality. lVIost people reveal weaknesses to 
their friends of which the worlcl does not sm;pect them; but I am told by 
those who have known him intimately from his earliest years that this 
mnn exposed 110 more faults to those immediately about him than to the 
eye of society-a generoirn, Christian gentleman. 

'l'he manhood of Governor Bodwell was genuine at every point. So 
thoroughly real and good in its strPngth, there was neP,ded something 
more th:111 a business or p:utiHl acqnaintance with him to appreciate it. 
His earthly hons<', so full of life and purpose a few days ago, now lies 
here in state, idle and silent. But there does stand resting on the rock 
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of ages. and reaching far up into the heavens, the great, brave clrn.racter 
which the man has built in tlw eVPrlasting sunlight of God, itself as ever
lasting a1Hl always as fair. This, his noblest work, will endnre torever. 

His charity was as 1111ostentatious as the dew of s11mm<>r, blessinO' the 
give!' by tlw motive and the receiver by the quickPr life and truer g,;wth 
in humau brotherhood. Even the daily press never accused his eharity 
of h1\i11g done for public notice and praise. A man of good jnclgmeut, 
good common sense, careful, exact, methodical, chligent. As regards the 
g1·eater faculties of conscience and affection, the religious element, he pos
sessed them all in a marked degn~e. He was well born, writ bred, emi
nently well disciplined by himself. He was temperate in all his habit~, 
never using liquor in any form or in any way. So by theory antl practice 
he set an example of sobriety to us all. Learning to economize early in 
life, he laid the fountlation for his fortune in the habits of economy, 
probity and honesty which marked him as the upright man and citizen 
whom thousands rise up to honor this day. Here was a rnan who knew 
the differe11ce between the means of livi11g nml the trne e11ds <•f life. He 
knew the trne use of riches. They st~rved as a matrrial basis fol' great 
manly excellence. His usc of money was a power to make those dear to 
him happy-to feed. to rlothe, to honse and warn1 a11d con1fort nPedy 
men; to open avenues for the <levelopment of power arnl labor evp1·ywhere 
so that it might be a means of wealth to others. It was a m<·ans to edn
cate the mind, to cheer the affections and bleRs the sonl [t can be said 
of him as truly as was said of one of New England's great phila11thro
pists: "'l'o many a poor boy. to many a im(l mother, he gaye a merry 
Christmas on the earth; antl now in good time God has taken him to cele-
1,mti! Christmas and ~ew Yell!''s day in heaven" 

Is it IH'CeRsary, after all this has been manifested in so many ways by 
people of all shades of opinion, by testimo11y from all sources. in the 
sorrow in hiR own city antl State, to say that Joseph R. Bodwell w:1s a 
dPeply religious man? All those t1·aits of charncter constitute a Christian. 
If th Py do not, so mnch the worse for Christianity. More and more we are 
testing a man's piety, not by what he says, but by his deeds. ··By their 
frnits ye shall know them." Not profesi;:ion but rharacter is the test. 
And I know of no man who conld brtter stand that test. And when we 
have said that a man was honest. jmt a11tl loving. consciPntions and 
faithfol in nll the rPhtio11s of lift>, we have said he was truly rdi~ions. 

There are some. of whom when tlwy die it is thought forcible praise to 
say that tlwy had 110 1·eligion to speak of, meaning, I suppnRe, that their 
religion ,vas too vital, too real and deep. to be spoken of. ~o fa1· ns this 
might al;;o mean that religion is a thing not of words but of lifr, it might 
with perfect truth be said of ou1· friend. But I am not satisfied with that 
kind of expression. I rlo not fear to say of him: He had religion to 
speak of, though he rarely spoke of it himself, and never by way of as
se1ting any merit of his own. Yet he was a firm believer and a constant 
doer i11 the work of the Gospel, in our church and denomination. He 
was intPrested in onr schools, being on the board of trustees of West
brook ~erninary, and a liberal giver for all our work. But he did not 
confine his generosity to his own sect. I do not stand here to-day to 
claim him as a partisan in any particular way. He belongetl to us all. 
He belonged to the State and all its interests were his interest, and what
ever appealed to his nobler nature and to the instincts of his generosity 
was freely and gladly helped, though the appeal came from those with 
whom he differed. 

I llo not think he cared much for theology or dogmas of any kind. I 
never discussed with him quei.tions of theolog-y. '!'here did not seem to 
be time. 'l'he honrs were so few that the minister coultl spend with him. 
His mind seemed to me always to go in the direction of social and humane 
concerns from which it were poor appreciation to divert it for the sake of 
mere intellectual comparisons. I always noticed that preaching drew his 
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warmest sympathy which presented the kindly, tender, trustful, cheerful 
views of life and conduct. Whatever came to a prllctical bearing upon 
me11 and affairs seemed to win at once his sympathy. His face would 
light up and he would give encouragement to his minister by showing 
th~t he was heartily in earnest and interested in the presentation of any
thing concerning the good of humanity. 

But whatever belief he held and whatever he rejected, his religion was 
his life a11d hi::; life was his religion,-a living epistle known and read of 
all men. 'l'his being true, nothing could add to it or take from it. When 
I say he was a religious man I mean that he loved God and loved man. 
He had uo more doubt that God would save and bless him and all men 
than that he himself would make all men happy if he could. Reverenc
ing God, he reverenced t,he laws of God,-morality, justice and love. 
His religion was not stern and forbidding. His piety became morality, 
and a good deal more than that. He said the evening before he died that 
he was on the np-grade, meaning on the road to health. May we not in 
this pre~ence to-day, surrounded by these tokens of mourning, give a 
higl1er significance to tlie words now? He was always been on the up
grade from the very first start in life, hnmble though it was, working his 
way steadily up, n<•.ver sacrificing principle or integrity for success, but 
al\vays laying the fonndation broadly for the growth of his character. It 
has been up-grade and a steep grade for him many times, yet never did 
he falter. bnt he went steadily on ,vith t;hat summit in sight which he was 
determined to reach at the last. In all the affairs of life, in which we 
knew him, can we not say of him truly: This man was a man on the up
grade in the best sense of the word; the rarest prodnct of onr New Eng
land life and character, a man to honor, a man to love, a man who could 
draw out the feelings aml S)'mpathies of t;h()se who knew him. anll yet 
make tht>m feel herter for having known him? [ could ask, I presume, in 
this JH'(•se11ce to-clay, thc.~c men who have met him in the official line of 
lif!>, whether they lookecl upon him simply as the head of the State and 
as a 1ua11 who uutrnnked them in his positio11. or rather as a personal 
friend. I could ask t;hem if, wlwn they were in hh; prvse11ct:>, he did not; 
impress tht>m as a ma•1 that they WPre free to apprnach, a man who had 
gai11<'cl tlw :-:ympatl1y and love and respect which ontpours itself in this 
generous expression throu.ghont; 011r State to-day? 

Ht: liacl the upward look, and, believing- in all that was best, moved on 
toward their consnmmat ion. So his life climbed to the heights of 
morality and spiritual attainment, reaching at last, it seems to me, 
the Sil mmit on eiuth; anJ if it was up-grade at the last mo11e11t, it 
was because the air of eal'l:,h had become too dense for him, and his strng
gling soul looked up to breathe the clearf'r and 1n11·er air of heaven; and 
when that great friend of us all said to him, '·Friend, come up Ligher," 
he was ready and entered into rest. 

Have you ever known what it is to look across the desolate night of 
sorrow and bereavement, seeing nothing? And have you cried out: ·'[ 
shall see him bnt not now.. I shall behold l1im, but not nizh ?" That is 
how the hungry, longing, bereaved spirit always feels. I may see him .. 
but not now. lu the fa1 off future when Go(l1s Angel comes with his 
dusky wings and gathers .:i way, all too soon, some that WA love and takes 
them through the portal of death. it is becanse onr eyes an• holden that 
WP do not; see him to be God's messenger. Death is the bell of evening 
telling the over-tired laborer that it is time to go home. His work on 
earth was done. His life has really just bt>gun, and through the hope 
of the Resurrection, thro11gh tile portals of that larger and that 
bett.er life he has not stopped as we think, but has gone on and will go 
on to shine among the stars in heaven. He will show that those traits of 
character which made him what he was here, shine more respl 0 ndent 
when mortalit.y has put on immortalicy and when that which was sown 
in weakness was raised into power. Oh, if we could be wise enoug·h then 
to say: "1 shall sPe him, but not now. l shall behold him, but not nigh." 
'l'hen it would be light at eventide. 
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And now, friends, thia so inadequate yet sincere testimony is from one 
who knew and lovf'd him. With a little poem of Whittier, whom he loved 
and we all love, I will close this address : 

"Ile has done the work of a true man, 
Urown him, honor him, love him, 

Weep oyer him tears of woman, 
Stoop manliest brows above him, 

For the warmest of hearts is frozen, 
The freest of hands is still, 

And the gap in our picked and chosen 
The long years may not fill. 

No duty could overtask him, 
No need his will outrun., 

Or ever our lips could ask him 
His hands the work had done. 

He forgot his own soul for others, 
Himself to his neighbor lending, 

He found the Lord in his suffering brothers, 
And not in the clouds descending. 

Ah, well, the world is discreet, 
There are plenty to pause and wait, 

But here was a man who set his feet 
Sometimes in advance of fate. 

Never rode to the wrong's redressing 
A worthier paladin; 

Shall he not hear the blessing, 
"Good and faithful enter in"? 

"DUST TO DUST." 

There was a death-like stillness in the Hall during the 
delivery of the address, and at its close another selection 
was sung by the Quartette. It was a finely executed number 
and thrilled the large audience. The benediction was pro
nounced by the Rev. J. S. Gledhill, which closed the funeral 
exercises. The rotunda was cleared, and the family were 
grrnn an opportumty to take a last look and final farewell of 
him who had been so much beloved by them all. 

The procession was formed by Marshal Bisbee and his aids. 
At one o'clock, the military escort, which had formed on 
Water Street, marched to the State House and was drawn up 
in double file, facing it. The order of procession was as 

follows: 
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Platoon of PoJice. 
Chief Marshal and Aide:;-Hon. Geo. D. Bisbee of Buckfield, Chief Mar

shal; Col. H. M. Spr.:1g-11e of Anbnrn, Chief of Staff; Capt. S. W. 
La11e of Augnst:11, ~faj. John. W. BL•r1·.v of Gardiner, Fred 

W. Plaisted of Augusta, Col. A. B. Nealey of Lewiston. 
National Home Band, 'l'ogns. 

Col. John L. Lynch and Staff commanding t,he provisional Battalion of 
lufantry, a11d the First Maine Battery as escort. 

Pall Bearers. 
Hon. Hannibal Hamlin, Bangor: Hon. D. F. Davis, B:rngor; 

Hon. H. M. t•Jaisted, Augusta; Hon. FrPderick Robie, Gorham; 
Hon. Albion Little, Po1·t]and; Hon .• f ohn S. C,tsP, Rock-

land; Hon. J"ohn M. Adams, Deering; Col.. Mark 
F. Weutworth, Kittery; Hon. James H. Leigh, Hallowell. 

HearsP. 
Capit:111 Gnarcls as Guard of H0no1·. 

Caniages containing the family a11d immediate relatives. 
Gov. Marble aud Staff, Ex-Governor Pnliam, Governors of Other States 

and Staff,-, Executive Council Judieiary, Brigadier-
General l\IitcheLl an!l Staff. State Ofliccrs, Legislative 

Committee. United Stat1·s Officers and Resident ClPrgymen. 
Representatives of City Government, delegations from various organiza

tions and citizPns on foot. 
Private Caniages. 

The military organizations and procession battalion forming 
the escort were as follows: 

FIELD AND STAFF lST REGIMENT, M. V. l\'I. 

Col. John. J. Lynch of Portland, Commanding. 
J.ieut. Col. E. H. Ballard, Augusta. 
lfojor B. J. Hill, Attlrnrn. 
Adjutant Rdwanl E. Pliilhrook, Port]al1(1. 
81p·geou, Major George H. Brickett, Augnsta. 

Comprtny A. 
Company B. 
Company C. 
Compa11yE. 

nett. 

f'.ompany D. 
Company E. 
Company G. 
Company H. 

FROM lST REGIMENT. 

(Port]an!l Light Infantry) Capt. Benj. A. NoJ'tl)n. 
( Portland Mecha11ic Bl11es) Capt. Char]e8 W. Davis. 
(Anbum Light Infantry) C,1pt. Fred H. Storah. 
(Montgomery Guards, Portlaud) Capt. Timothy E. Hart-

SECOND REGIMENT. 

(Nealey Rifles. Lewiston) Capt. Walter A. Goss. 
(Skowhegan Light Infantry) Capt. Hornce M. Weston. 
(Hamlin lUfles, Bangor) Capt .. L. S. Chilcott. 
( Waterville Light Infantry) Captain William Vaughan. 

FIRST MAINE BATTERY, Brunswick-Capt. 0. 'r. Despeaux, Commanding. 

First Platoon, Lewiston-Lieut. M. J. Moriarty. 
Second Platoon, Brunswick-Lieut. Isaac .N. Frink. 

GUARD mr HONOR-1st Reg't, M. v. ~L 

Companr F. (Capital Guards, Augusta) Capt. Winfield S. Choate. 
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The funeral march, called "Governor Bodwell's Funeral 
March," was composed for the occasion by Prof. B. W. 
Thieme of the National Home Band. 

Governor Ames of Massachusetts was represented by Ad
jutant General Dalton, and others of his staff. 

There was a touching scene in the rotunda before the re
moval of the casket. The children of the Bath Orphans' 
Home, twelve in number, placed upon it a floral tribute of 
cut flowers which was very beautiful, also a card which read 
as follows: 

"ln grateful remembrance of the kindness shown by our 
departed Governor to the children of the Bath Military and 
Na val Orphan Home on their recent visit to the capitol, this 
simple offering is made." 

The Augusta Capital Guards, Captain W. S. Choate com
manding, marched in the procession as a guard of honor. 
The soldierly hearing of the detachment from this company 
while on duty at the State House was highly commended by 
all. The signal gun for the procession to move was fired a 
few minutes before two o'clock. The column was at once set 
in motion, while at intervals, minute guns were fired at the 
grounds of the capitol. Arrived at the Hallowell cemetery, 
the casket was gently taken from the hearse and placed in its 
final resting place. Then above the oppressive stillness, came 
the mighty crash of artillery, as three salvos were fired from 
the guns of the regular battery belonging to the Kennebec 
Arsenal, and the funeral services were over. 

There was grief in every heart and tears in many eyes, as 
the vast concourse of people which had gathered at the ceme
tery turned away and started homeward, and a feeling was 
manifest that they had indeed taken a final leave of all that 
was mortal of their late Governor and friend. 

The following resolves were passed by the Executive 
Council: 

IN COUNCIL, } 
December 20, 1887. 

WHEREAS, It bas pleased Almighty God to remove from our 
midst the Chief Magistrate of our State, Jm,eph R. Bodwell, there
fore, 
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Resolved, That in his sudden and untimely death the State of 
Maine has not only lost a most able, conscientious and upright 
Executive, but that we, as memhers of his Council, feel deeply the 
loss of a personal friend, and who in all his walk and conversation 
impressed us with the great worth of his character, and it is with 
unqualified pleasure tha,t we bear testimony that in his short official 
life with us his only aim and purpose was to do right. 

Resolved, That the members of the Executive Council wear a 
badge of m0urning upon the left breast for thirty days, and that all 
State officials be requested to do the same. 

Resol'uecl, That these resolutions be spread upon the Records of 
the Council and a copy be engrossed and forwarded to the family. 

Read and unanimously adopted. 
0RAMANDAL SMITH, 

Secretary of State. 

IN COUNCIL, } 
December 20, 1887. 

WHEREAS, The Governor and Council desire to express their 
appreciation of assistance rendered them in the discharge of the 
sorrowful duty of arranging for the funeral of our late Governor, 
Joseph R. Bodwell, the:refore, 

Resolved, That a vote of thanks be and is hereby extended to 
Councillor Seth 1\1. Carter, Judge George C. Wing and General 
George L. Beal, the committee of arrangements; to the Hon. George 
D. Bisbee, chief marshal; to his aids, Col. Henry l\i. Sprague, chief 
of staff, Capt. S. W. Lane, Major John W. Berry, Fred W. Plaisted 
and Col. A. B. Nealey:; to Mayor George E. Macomber, chairman, 
and the other gentlemen comprising the general reception committee;* 
to A. 1\1. Spear, Esq., and Hon. William D. Pennell, chief ushers, 
for the prompt and efficient service they have rendered; to Rev. 
Charles A. Hayden and other officiating clergymen ; to the Chicker
ing quartette, with Mrs. Milliken, for the able and appropriate con
duct of the ceremonies; to Gen. Luther Stephenson, Jr., of the 
National Soldiers' Home, and to Capt. Micluelis of the United States 
Arsenal for their kind tender of the band and battery; to Capt. W. 
S. Choate and the Capital Guards, and other officers and men of the 
military for the part they have taken; to Mr. Payson Tucker, gen
eral manager of the Maine Central Railroad, for the ample accom
modations and transportation provided, and to the many citizens 
who so kindly furnished us with every facility, and rendered us every 
service in their power. 

The Legislative Comm'lttee was constituted as follows: S. H. Allen, 
A. W. Rich, George P. Wescott and Samuel Libby of the Senate; and 
Chas. E. Littlefield, J. H. Manley, F. A. Powers, Fred N. Dow, J.C. Tal
bot, Lewis A. Barker, E. L. Pattangall and E. K. O'Brien of the Honse. 

*Besides Mayor Macomber, the reception committee was c~mposed as follows: Geo. E. 
Weeks, E. C. Allen, Chas. E. Nash, H. M. Heath, L. C. Cornish, Thomas Lambard, C.R. 
Whitten, M. V. B. Chase, S. Titcomb, Elias Milliken, P.O. Vickery and Ira JI, Randall. 



Bodwells of Methuen. 

" The Bod,vells have ever been prominent m the town of 
Methuen. At the incorporation of the town in 1725, Daniel 
Bodwell was one of the selectmen. At the beginning of the 
Revolutionary war, two persons bearing the name of Bod
well were on the committee of correspondence and safety. 
Henry Bod well, the first of the name in this country, was a 
soldier in Philip's Indian war and was wounded; he took the 
freeman's oath in Newbury in 1678, then aged 24 years. 
·where he wns born, his civil condition, the date of his emi
gration and the place where he landed on American soi], are 
alike unknown at this date. May 4, 1681, he married Bethiah, 
daughter of John, Jr., and Mary (Webster) Emery of New
bury. He lived a short time in Newbury, his oldest child, 
Bethiah, being horn there in 1682, and then moved to Andover, 
where he was living in 1685. In 1693, John Emery of Ne,v
bury gave to his daughter Bethiah, and her husband Henry 
Bodwell, one hundred acres of land situated in Haverhill. In 
1712, he was living in Haverhill. He was a renowned hunter 
and marksman, and a terror to the hostile Indians. He is 
said, on one occasion, to have shot an Indian on the opposite 
side of the Merrimack, who, thinking himself at a safe dis
tance off, was making insulting gestures. Bodwell's Ferry 
and also Bodwell's Falls, commemorate the name of Henry 
Bodwell. The children of Henry and Bethiah Bodwell were 
as follows: 

I. Bethiah, b. June 2. 1682. 
II. jjfary, b. April 1, 1684. 

III. Henry and Josiah, (twins) b. January 27, 1685-both d. same year. 
IV. Abigail, b. January 15, 1686. 

V. Henry, b. November 6, 1688. 
VI. James, l,, January 16, 1691. 

VII. Daniel, b. Febrnary 14, 1693. 
vnr. Sarah, b. December I, 1694. 

IX. Hannah, b. September 1, 1696. 
X. Judith, b. April 4, 1698. 

XI. Ruth, b. December 2, 1699. 
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Henry Bodwell, Jr., married in 1726, Ann, and had the following children: 
I. Ann. b. February 25, 1727. 

II. Henry, b. July 26, 1729; m. Mary Robinson.* 
III. Phebe, b. February 15, 1731. 
IV. Bethiah, b. May 25, 1734. 
V. Joshua, b. October 4, 1736. 

VI. Mary, b. July 21, 1740. 
VII. William, b. March, 1743; d. young. 

VIII. Willfam, b. May 18, 1747. 

HENRY, above-named, who married Mary, daughter of Joseph Robinson 
of Haverhill, afterwards of Boxford, had the following children: 

I. 
II. 

III. 
IV. 
V. 

VI. 
VII. 

VIII. 

Henry, b. January 8, 1762. 
Isaac, b. October 16, 1765. 
Olive, b. October 15, 1767. 
Persis, b. July 30, 1769. 
Joseph, b. November 2, 1771; m. Mary How. 
Nathan, b. October 12, 1773. 
Arnofd, b. March ~12, 1776. 
Elizabeth, b. June 24, 1778. 

JOSEPH BODWELL, the fifth child of Henry and :Mary (Robinson) Bod
well, lived in that part of Methuen which has since been set off and in
corporated as Lawrence. He occupied the homestead of his father, and 
engaged in farming. teaming and in other pursuits. His children were: 

I. 
II. 

JI[. 
IV. 
v. 

VI. 
VII. 

VIII. 
IX. 
x. 

XL 

;J,fary, b. September 15, 1796; m. Patrick Flemming. 
Nathan, b. S{'ptem ber 23, 1798. 
Joseph Robinson, b. October 18, 1800; d. youug. 
Hazen, b. May 26, 1803. 
Hannah, b. June 9'. 1807. 
Christopher, b. October 14, 1809. 
Persis, b. November 23. 2811. 
Elizabeth, b. Febrnary 22, 1814. 
Nancy, b. March IG. 1816. 
Joseph Robinson, (Governor Bodwell) b. June IS., 1818. 
Henry A., b. Augni,t 27, 1821. 

JOSEPH R. BODWELL, the tenth child of JoS1eph and Mary (How) 
Bodwell, married first, October 3, 1848, Eunice, daughter of Josiah and 
Hannah (Austin) Fox of Dracut, Mass. She was born October 22, 1822, 
and died in Methuen, December 14, 1857. He married, second, July 25, 
1859, Hannah C. Fox, sister of his first wife, who was born in Dracut, 
August 3, 1825. Children : 

I. Persis Mary, b. August 26, 1849; m. January 2, 1871, Rev. Jotham 
M. Paine, who died Septeu1ber 19, 1880, and had Charlie Bodwell (Paine,) 
b. May 28, 1873. 

Joseph Fox, b. July 11, 1862. 

*Born August 3, 1737, daughter of Joseph and Mehltable (Eames) Robinson, granddaughter 
of Joseph 11nd Sarah (Stevens) Robinson, and great granddaughter of Joseph Robinson, born 
1644-5, married May ao, 1671, Elii;abeth Ingalls Dane of Andover, Mas~. Governor Bodwell 
was named for his Robineon ance51;or~. 



Tribute of the Press. 

HALLOWELL REGISTER, rrhe grief over Governor Bodwell's death is 
deep and sincere. There nre not many homes in Hallowell where his 
generosity has not shown liberal work; and the whole commnnity, not 
one family, is in mourning for their honored dead. rrhe loss financially 
cannot be estimated. Governor Bod.,vell was Hallowell's best friend as 
well as her most distinguished citizen. His business sagacity formed the 
strong foundation for the immense granite works of the city; he was in· 
terested in all public enterprises. As a philanthropist, his heart was big 
enough to take in all men of all ranks. 

Mr. Bodwell is best known as a business man. He was reluctant to ac~ 
cept honors at the hands of his fellow citizens, who would have delighted 
to have continued him in the most responsible places in their gift. Still 
he was twice made mayor of the city, declining re·election for the third 
term; twice made representative to the State Legisbttnrc; twice did Maine 
Republicans send him to their national convention; an<l he was finally 
chosen by the people to the highest office in their gift. All unite in warmest 
praise of his admimstration. Earnest men and women. the whole State over, 
believed in him and endorsed his efforts to gain the enfol'cement of all the 
laws. His death is well-nigh a calamitous blow to the governmeutal as 
well as business interests of the State. 

KENNEBEC JouRNAt.. rrhis unexpected and melancholy event produces 
a deep sensation throughout the State and in other sections of the country 
where he was well known. A man of very superior capacity, of great 
energy and executive ability, the architect of his own fortnne, his large 
business enterprises have employed capital and labor on a broad scale. 
Starting from humble circumstances, he had by his force of character 
become recognized as one of the leading personallties of the State, one 
of the f0remost men of New England. Of large hearted gene1·osity, 
faithful in the performance of private and public duties, a devoted hus
band a11d father, a noble citizen, his death is an irrepnrable loss to his 
family, to his large number of friends and to Maine, whose honored Chief 
)Iagistrnte he has proved himgelf during a year of succes8fnl administra

tion. 
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GOSPEL BANNER. As a citizen Governor Bodwell was as exemplary 
and influential as in his diversified business transactions. As Mayor, 
legislator. political advis,?r, and Governor, he was straightforward and 
upright, performing every duty faithfully and unselfishly. These virtues 
characterized his whole life. indeed. At home, in society, in business 
circlt>s, in official station, he was ever the same honest, u11assnmi11g, con
scientions, capable man. 

Accepting the doctrines of Universalism as the truth divinely commu
nicated to man, his life was an illustration of the faith he held, that God 
is the universal Father ancll all men are brethren. His naturally sympathetic 
nature, his cheerful, genial, patient disposition, were strengthened by his 
cheering and satisfying religious views. In all the years of his business 
career he had the good-will of his many workmen because he sought ever 
to do by them as he would have an employer do by him. The Golden 
Rule was the chief principle in his system of po1itical economy. 'l'hat 
never fails to beget conticlence, respect and loyality toward a capitalist 
who prnctices it in his dealings with a few or many workmen. 

MAINE FARMER. His character and purpose partook of the solidity of 
the blocks of granite from his quarries in the hillsides, becoming beauti
ful and symmetrical as these same blocks ot granite after passing under 
the hammer and the chiselling strokes of the artist. He was especially 
the friend of the laboring- man, because he had been with him in all his 
experience, shared with him his humble fare, and patiently and manfully 
toiled to attain the position in life which patient toil and true worth will 
br,ng. He knew how to sympathize with the laboring man, because his 
great mind grasped reacti ly the problems of business. He initiated new 
enterprises, involving a large expenditure of labor and capital. He ·would 
weigh well the chances of success, organize the enterprise and set the 
wheels in motion; and death found his hands and brain full of schemes 
for expanding the business and developing the resources of the State of 
his adoption,-the State which he had honored in citizenship, and which 
in turn had conferred upon him its highest honors. He was an approach
able man, hampered by no superficial ideas of false dignity; warm and 
cordial in his greetings to his friends. He was al ways frank, free, cour
teous, generous, manly. In his brief official career as Governor, he 
brought to the office the Bame characteristics that were so conspicuous in 
private. He did not weigh for a moment what effect his act;s would have 
upon himself or his party; his only inquiry was whether it was legally 
and morally right, and whether it would be of benefit to the people at 
large. And when fully convinced that the measure was right, he would 
be as firm and unyielding as his own granite hills. He was an intense 
American, the ripe, rich product of our hardy New England civilization 
and institutions. His life and toilsome progress up the hill of success 
will 'be a constant inspiration to the young man, struggling on the farm, 
in the shop, in the mill, at the work bench, in the quarries. In the death 
of Governor Bodwell, the State is bereft of the services of a faithful Chief 
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Magistrate, the cause of temperance of one of its most consistent up
holders, the town of his residence one of its most enterprising citizens, 
his workmen of a just and considerate employer, and his family of a kind 
husband and father. 

NEW AGE. What was there in this man's life to call forth so much of 
general public sympathy and sorrow. and what the lesson and moral of 
it all? It was the great and good. qualities of his head and heart as a 
business man, that made him so esteemed in life and so regretted in death. 

He was Governor, but that added nothing to the public regret-except 
the regret that he should have been persuaded to accept the position. 
•·In the light of events," as ~Ir. Hayden said, "it must seem something 
more than Hnkind to force npon him that responsibility. He had business 
enough." He wits a rich man, so esteemed, but he was no more honored 
for his wealth than envied for it. Men have died in our midst leavi11g 
millions and. had no mourners-not one, because their money-making was 
without one generous purpose, without a thought of the public good, of 
the general welfare; promoting no industries, engaging in no business 
bnt that of the miser-only hoarding, and. they had their reward. 

Jt was the use Mr. Bodwell macle of his wealth as a business man, in 
promoting the industries of the State, that causes him to be lamented and 
honored. If he desired to make money, it was because he loved to do 
business-the more money and credit at his command, the more business, 
the development of more industries, and the helping of more men to help 
themselves. Animated by these generous purposes, his benevolence did 
not contract, only expanded, with his means, having no more of the miser 
in his composition than Santa Clans. It was this large-hearted and whole
souled man, and public spirited citizen, Joseph R. Bodwell, whose death 
is so generally and. deeply felt, and whose memory i;;; so honored. The 
lessons of his life are many and the moral of it plain. 

EASTERN FARMER. I11 the death of Governor Bodwell, Maine sustains 
the greatest loss it ever experienced in the decease of one man. As an 
executive officer, Governor Bodwell has proved what his most intimate 
friends expected he would, viz., one of the most successful and popular 
of Maine's popular Governors. He entered upon the unsought office with 
that honesty of purpose that has characterized his entire life, to admin
ister the laws of the State with equity and justice. The will of the peo
ple, so far as he understood it, has been his will. 

As a busine'ss man Mr. Bodwell had few equals. Although his enter
prises were enormous in magnitude and varied in their nature, his master 
mind coul<.l comprehend and direct them all. His judgment was prover
bial, much sought and prized, whether it was in the construction of a State 
House, or the building of a railroad; whether it was lumbering, or the 
management of an enormous manufacturing establishment, of either wood 
or metals; whether it was farming or stock husbandry: with his wonder
ful business capacity he could grasp them all: and. has proved their sue-
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cess beyond a doubt. It 'is in these great enterprises that Mr. Bodwell's 
removal will be most keenly felt by thousands of workmen who were di
rectly employed, and thornmnds more indirectly in the business enterprises, 
the head and front of which was this one man. 

WATERVILLE SENTINEL. It is estimated that at least ten thousand peo
ple passed through the rotunda of the State House during the day of the 
funer:il. It was not an altogether formal tribute of mere respect to high 
station-u perfunctory duty to the memory of a Governor of the State. 
Indeed, such motive could not have called together such numbers from all 
ranks of life a11d all parties from every considerable town in the State. It 
was a deeper feeling. There was the sense of personal as well as public 
loas, and a sense of indiviLlnal bcrNtvement was felt by hundreds whose 
recollections of Joseph R. Bodwell will for many years verify the familiar 
couplet: 

The e1weet remeinbrance of the just 
Shall flourish when he sleeps in dust. 

KENNEBEC DEMOCRA.T. In the death of Joseph R. BodwelJ, Maine 
losses one of its best citizens, a man of great business capacity, who was 
largely interested in promoting enterprises that tended to the wdfare 
and prosperity of the State. 'l'he press and people universally join in 
expressing their sympathy for the family of the deceased and pay a jnst 
tribute to the man. who by perseverance and honest toil, has risen from a 
poor boy to a coudition of wealth and prominence. 

PORTLAND PRESS. By the death of Governor Bodwell the State loses 
not only its executive head, but also a pnblic spirited citizen who has 
created great enterpriiies which have been of great value to our people, 
and have contributed much to the prosperity of the State. Long before 
he became Governor, Mr. Bodwell was known and respected throughout 
the State for his business capacity and success; for his interest in all gooll 
causes and his liberality in promoting them; for his 1::implicity and upright
ness of character. He had seen little of public life when t.he people of 
Maine elected him to the governorship against his wish, almost against 
his protest. As the chief magistrate of the State his course has been dis
tinguished by the same traits that characterized his career in private life. 
He has performed the duties that devolved upon him with care and con
scientiousness, aml with an eye single to the welfare of the State. Mistakes 
he may have made, but hiB general course has been one to commend him 
to the people of the State without distinction of party, as a thoroughly 
uprjght, faithfnl and conscientious public officer. Governor Bodwell was 
the architect of his own fortnne, and his career is a conspicuous illustra
tion of the possibilities before the yonng man in a land where the avenues 
to success in life are open to every one on equal terms. What he was he 
made himself. He began the battle of life with 110 reliance but a clear 
head, a sound body and a correct moral sense, but industry and persever
Rl1t}e coupled with good judgment brought him wealth and honor. His 
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life was a uoble OJH', noble in its aspirations ancl in its achievements, and 
the story of it shonlu be an inspiration to every yonng man. His path
wny at the outset was filled with tli,-comageme11ts, and there was little 
promise of the signal snccPSS he was destined to achieve. But he battled 
011 until he had conqnerecl them all and placed his name high up in the 
list of the honored men of his State. Against his name is now set the 
asterisk of death, bnt his memory will be cherished so long as men con
tinue to admire a life of high aspiration, of nol>le achievement, of con
scientious performance of duty. 

EVENING EXPRESS. Governor Bodwell was emphatically one of the 
people. He was self-made, an(l achieved a high measure of success. 'l'he 
example of his life is one fnll of encouragement to the youth of our State, 
the hardy sons of toil. who have few a<lvant:1ges. He brgau hi:,; cal'eer 
with littlt~ save willing hands, a stont heart. nnd an integrity proof against 
all the blandishments of vice. Although nnskilletl in state-crnft. he has 
filled the gubernatorial chair with dignity and strength and to the satis
faetion of all gootl people. 

In the death of Governor Bodwell, the State is bereft of the services of 
a faithful Chief Magistrate, the cause of temperance of one of its most 
co11sistent upholders, the town of his res.ide11ce one of its mos.t enterpris ... 
ing- citizens, his workmf'n of a just and considerate employer, and his 
family of a kind l111sbarnl and father. 

Governor Bodwell was broad in his sympathies, generous and jus.t in 
his natme, and the soul of integrity. He was a Hep11Llican in politics as 
thP r0sult of convictions strengthened hy years of stuuy a11tl observation; 
bnt he was not a narrow man i11 any particular. 

EASTERN ARGUS. Joseph R. Bo(lwell was a man of great force of ehar
actPI' a11d nnqnestioned intPgrit.y. From humble beginnings heJJyind11stry, 
frugality and sagaeity, built up a gr<'at bnsiness in his adopted State, and 
came to be its t>xecntive. l{indlyof heart a11d open of hand,he e11deared him
self to all those who ha<l dealings with him. The most touching tribute 
of his worth is the grief of the men who knew him best-the men in his 
employ, who so often profited by his kindness, and whose fortunes he 
was always ready and ofteu eager to advance. 

PORTLAND ADVERTISER. Governor Bodwell was emphatically a self
made man. 'l'he story of his career illustrates anew the opportunities 
open to a poor boy in this country, and shows what may be accomplished 
on a capital of nothing but industry, perseverance and seuml sense. Con
scientionsness arnl good intentions have directed Governor Boclwell's ex
ecutive acts, and his has been an administration of high respectability. 
He dies universally honored and reg1·ettecl. 

LEWISTON JOURNAL. 'l'he most profound sorrow will be caused 
throughout onr State and wherever our good Governor was known 
among men, by the news of the death of Joseph R. Bodwell, the Chief 
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Magistrate of Maine. Governor Bodwell was esteemed for both his noble 
private life and his conscientious performance of public duties. He 
was a sterling man and a sterling Governor. He was loved best at 
Hallowell, where he was loved as a neighbor and friend-the best friend 
that Hallowell ever had. 

'l'he story of Governor Bodwell's life is already well known to the people 
of Maine. It is the story of a boy who struggled against obstacles 
which would have dismayed a heart less stout than his, but who conquered 
and became one of the ri,~hest and most honored citizens of his adopted 
State. The secret of his success may be seen in his determined persever
ance and in his unerring fidelity to his associates as well as to himsPlf. 
If ever there was a true man, Governor Bodwell was one. If ever there 
was a man whom temptation could not lure from the line of rectitude and 
honor, Governor Bodwt>ll ,vas one. Recognizing his solid abilities, it is 
his firm and spotless character that we most admire. 

When he was elected Governor of Maine, he had very little acquain
tance with the affairs of the State, and it ,vas a trying position for him; 
but he devoted his rugged and unbending energies to its demands, and 
proved in every way equal to them. It was very evident to all observers 
that Governor Bodwell was Governor of :Maine, himself! His imlivid
uality was prominent in all his official acts. He performed every duty as 
his conscience direeted. He was a strong Governor. His vigorous efforts 
to have all the laws of the State enforced made the conspicuous feature 
of his administration. His fleath will be especially deplored by the 
friends of law, order and temperance, in whose support his back-bone 
had proven a column of iron. 

BANGOR vVn1G AND Cot:RIF:IL The sudden announcement of the death 
of Governor Bodwell just at a time when the people of Maine, after days 
of anxious watching. were begiuning to feel a sense of security and to 
hope that our honored Chief Magistrate was on the road to a speedy re
covery, will prove a severe shock to the entire State, which is thus de
priveu of a most worthy Executive as well as a highly esteemed and 
valued citizen. In the death of Govemor Bodwell the State of Maine 
meets with a loss that cannot be overestimat.ed. not so much on acconnt 
of his official connection with the govemmeut, fur, notwithstanding the 
unquestioned merit of his administration, r::trong and earnest as it was, 
his place as Chief Execntive can be filled, but the place of Joseph R. 
BodwPll the public.spirited, broad minded, energetic and whole-souled 
citizen cannot be supplied. Always ready to respond to the appeal for 
aid, and with the rt>collection of his owu early strnggles fresh in his mem
ary, his sympathy and ge1wrous a8sistance were frec,Jy given to those who, 
like himself, had to make their own w:.iy in the world. He was a philan
thropi8t in the fnll sense of the word and gave freely of his large means 
to aid all ·worthy oujectR. As Governor, the same devotion to principle that 
ever m:111ifested itself in his priv:.ite business relations marked his public 
career. He devoted his btist energies to the promotion of the welfare of 
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the State, always acting up to his true convictions in all his official acts. 
An honest, true man, his life in public as well as private affairs has been 
one of spotless integrity. A fearless champion of what he believed to be 
right, and an uncompromising foe to all wrong doing, he leaves a name 
that will long be honored in the State of his adoption. 

BANGOR COMMERCIAL. It is not too mnch to say that the annonnce
ment of the death of Governor Joseph R. Bodwell. which occurred at his 
residence in Hallowell at an early honr this morning. will cause a more 
painful shock to the people of the State than the decease of perhaps any 
other eminent citizen would have done. This is not perhaps so mnch due 
to the exalted office which Mr. Bodwell held as to the feeling that he rep
resented in himself the growing prosperity of the State, whose resources 
his tireless energy had done so much to develop. 

Govemor Bodwell always believed in the future of Maine, and his confi
dence was of that practical character which leads the possessor to invest 
money and time to aid in its realization. There was no branch of indus
trial development in Maine in which Governor Bodwell's business genius 
and tireless energy did not make itself felt. In agriculture, in manufact
rring, in railroacl development. in extensive business enterprises of all 
kind:,:, ho has been constantly and extensively engaged and iu all he has 

· been succes8fnl. One great secret of his business success seems to have 
been his faculty of selecting the _right men to co-operate with him and 
then in infusing into them a portion of bis own enthusiasm in his work. 
He was a man of very deciJed convictions and could not be swervecl from 
what he believed to be right hy any considerations of mere expediency. 

Personally Governor Bodwell was a most agreeable gentleman. He 
had a very kind heart and hi8 charities have been numerous if not osten
tatious in their character. His death will be deeply felt all over the State, 
and it is to be feared that to some of the extensive enterprises in which he 
was engaged his loss will be almost irreparable. 

BIDDEFORD JOURNAL. 'fo-day Maine mourns the loss of her Chief 
Magistrate and one of her foremost citizens. The click of the telegraph 
that announced the death of Joseph R. Bodwell at an early hour this 
morning, sent a shock over the State that was responded to with bowed 
heads and one universal utterance of sorrow and lamenation. 

By this suduen dispensation of Providence, Maine loses a model 
citizen and a model Governor. At the time of his death his business 
relations were simply stupendous, reaching from Maine to Georgia, anu 
embracing a wide variety of interests. But amid it all no cloud ever rose 
to obscure his rising sun. As the head of a household; as a neighbor, 
pure and above reproach in private life; as a man of honor and strict 
integrity in small and large business affairs alike, and as a shining example, 
from the small beginnings of early boyhood to the zenith of his wonder
fully successful life, but few men in Maine or ont of it to-day measure up 
to his foll stature of excellence. 
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Less than a year ago he was inaugurated Governor. 'l'he people of 
Maine know his record. He has stampell his grand individuality upon his 
brief administration in characters of Jiving light, which will give him an 
enduring place among Maine's ablest and best chief magistrates, and 
prove eminently worthy of emulation by those who may come after him. 

CALAIS ADVERTISER. Governor Bodwell was emphatically a self
made man. The story of his career illustrates anew the opportunities 
open to a poor boy in this country, and shows what may be accomplished 
on a capital of nothing but industry, perseverance, and sound sense. 

CAMDEN HERALD. An honest, courageous, noble man hai,; fallen; and 
the expression of regret of men of all political parties is almost universal. 
His death, occurring so soon after his inauguration and jnst as the people 
of the 8tate are learning- his worth and ability as a ruler, is peculiarly sad. 

REPUBLICAN JOURNAL. The story of Governor Bodwell's life is told 
in other columns. It is a record of which Amcrieans may w<:ill feel proud, 
and conveys lessons that the young men of this country may study with 
profit. The farmer's boy, who, with 110 other capital than his strong mus
cles, stout heart, sterliug integrity and sound common sense, attains 
wealth and high position, is a purely American product, and it is mainly 
to men of this stamp that the prestige and prosperity of our country are 
due. Maine owes to her :late Governor a debt not readily computable. 
He was the pioneer and Jf)l'ime motor in the development of her granite 
industry. By the importation of blooded stock, and in other ways, he 
<lid much to promote our agricultural interests. He was concerned in 
Maine's winter harvest, the ice crop, and in building up ou1· summer re
sorts. In short, he was a man of many and varied business interests-a 
man of rare executive al>ility a11d untiring imlustry. He was a friend of 
the educational i11terests, and so staunch a temperance mau that in his last 
illness he positively refused to take stimulants. 

Governor Bodwell was not a politieian. In the few instances in which 
he held office the office sought the man, and was oftener refused than ac
cepted. It was with great reluctance that he became a candidate for Gov
ernor last year, and it was only from a sense of duty to his party, for he 
was a staunch Republiean, that he finally yielded to the solicitations of 
his frienus. He brought to the office the same business methods followed 
in his private affairs, and sought to perform the duties in the interest of 
the whole people. No thought as to political consequences iu:fluenced his 
acts. An honest purpose characterized his administration. He was the 
friend of the working man., having never lost sight of his own early strug
gles, and the attainment of wealth and political honors made no change 
in his simple habits and unaffected manner of life. '.rhe many tributes to 
the memory of the deceased are well deserved, and he is sincerely mourned 
,by all our people. 
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BELFAST CITY PRESS. Mr. Bodwell was, in many respects, a remarka
ble man and one of a type rarely found in any other country than ours. 
By his own native ability and unflagging energy he rose from poverty to 
wealth, from obscurity to l)ecome the governor of a State celebratl1d for 
producing able men. He brought to all his undertakings an eamestness 
of pmpose which insured their success from the outset; he pushed them 
forward with a vigor which kept them constantly at the front. In all the 
varied relations of life he was an exemplary citizen. His reputation was 
unsullied, his uisposition kindly, and his courage unflinching. His life 
has its lesson; so, too, has his death. 'l'hat restless activity which impelled 
him forward from one enterprise to another, allowing him only the rest 
obtained from change of occupation, though one of the factors which 
rendered such a career possible, exacted its payment in so exhausting 
vitality as to occasion the sad event whereat an entit'e State mourns. Yet 
how better can a man die than in the flower of a well-spent life and at 
the topmost pinnacle of his success? In such a manner has our Chief 
Magistrate departed. l\lay he rest in pt1ace. 

SOMERSET REPORTER. Sorrow for Governor Bodwell is genuine and 
pervades all classes. Probably no man in Maine was ever monmell 
more sincerely and generally. He was one of God's noblest works, 
"an honest man." His was a wondertnl combination of soul, brain, 
energy, and courage such as appt1ars only at the rarest intervals. One 
need only look into his houcst eyes to know that the soul that looked 
out through them was a pure one, and that the l:>rain behind them was a 
large, broad one. He drew his. friends around him as with hooks of steel. 
Good men belived in him and stood by him when once they came to know 
him. His was a noble nature, and that nobility was manifested in unos
tentations deeds of benevolence and charity. He was pre-eminently the 
laborer's friend, always popular with the hundreds of men constantly in 
his employ. He was a business man in its broadest sense, with a capacity 
to grasp the situation\ comp1·ehend great business problems and solve 
thnn. The loss to the State of so wise and faithful a chief magistrate is 
indeed great, but the loss to the business interests of the State is greater 
and second only to the loss sustained by his family friends. A great, a 
noble, a grand man is dead and the citizens of the State, without regard 
to party or creed, in every city, village and town mourn his decease. 

AROOSTOOK '!'IMES. Governor Bodwell was honest and straightfor
ward in all his dealings, and it is said of him that he could never under
stand or acquire the political diplomacy which shakes hands with and 
stabs a man at the same time. Having made up his mind that a measure 
was right and just, he gave it his support, and the political intrigue which 
surrounded him was uncongenial. His life furnishes an object lesson to 
the young of great value, showing, as it does, that there is no royal road 



50 

to fame and fortune in this land. It should serve to warn men like the 
late Governor that political preferment is an empty show and a sore vex
ation. 

PISCATAQUIS OBSERVER, He was a powerful example of a self-made 
man. Born in obscurity., with an indomitable will and a determination to 
make something of himself, this giant fought his way, step by step, 
against odds that would terrify an ordinary heart. Liberal-minded, 
whole souled, with a capacity for business that was unlimited; fine social 
gifts, a big heart that went out toward his fellow men and meUed at sight 
of suffering; always giving something for the nee<ly; with love for truth, 
purity-yea, a Christianit,y that knew no creed, he was every inch a man; 
and his early death will be a great blow to State and :Nation, and regretted 
by men of all parties or classes. He loved his State above the selfish 
clamor of party strife. and performed the duties of Chitf Magistrate with 
a wisdom and impartiality born of his sagacity and noble charneter. But 
"the paths of glory lead but to the grave," and the good citizen, the 
tender-hearted, charitable man, the loving husband and father, is no more. 
Death claims its own, and the great man sleeps. 

"Leaves have their time to fall, 
And flowers to wither at the North-wind's breath, 

The stars to i;ct ;-but all, 
Thou hast all seasons for thine own, 0, Death!" 

BOSTON THA VELLER, He brought to the office of the Governorship a 
rare busi11ess experience aml marked executive ability, aud has honored 
his State as well as himself by his wise aud vigorous administratio11 of 
public affairs. l\faiue loses in his death an able executive, and one of the 
foremost and most public spirited of her citizens. 

BOSTON HERALD. Governor Bodwell was not an orator or a politician. 
He was a plain, persistent business man. He worked harder than any man 
in his employ, and he had many. His habits were simple and he was 
not puffed up by money. When he ran for Governor, there were no 
scandals to be raked up :tor use against him. He was an excellent ex
ample of the best product of our institutions-honest, serviceable men. 

BOSTON GLOBE. 'fhe death of Governor Bodwell of l\Iaine is a snr
prise to the people of this State and elsewhere, though it was not wholly 
un~xpected by those who were informed as to his condition. Governor 
Bodwell was a self-made man, and he endeavored to discharge faithfully 
the duties which the citizens of Maine committed to him. 

BOSTON JOURNAL. Mr. Bodwell was generous in his impulses, affable 
in his manner, and in his private character without reproach. He was 
strictly temperate in practice as well as in theory, and the vigorous efforts 
which he made as Governor to secure the thorough enforcement of the 
liquor laws of the State were prompted by conviction, not by political 
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exigency. He brought to the office of Governor the same qualities which 
had made his business career honorable and successful, and his adminis
tration reflects credit upon the State and honor upon his memory. 

PROGRESSIVE AGE. He was a sample of the men who attain to con
spicuous positions under our free government by unaided effort. In youth 
and early manhood, his lot was similar to tens of thousands who are de
prived of adventitious aids to raise them to success. The way to riches 
and eminence which he travelled is open to every young man who has the 
native ability and capacity to success. Those are essential, and without 
them success is hardly attainable, struggle as we may. rrhose qualities 
joined to energetic, well directed labor were what secured to him an hon
orable position among the distinguished of the land. Of his social quali
ties as a man and a citizen, it is superfluous to speak. 

EASTERN STATE. Governor Bodwell held a high and honorable position 
in the estimation of the people of this country. He was not a politician, 
in any sense of the word, but simply a plain business man, who had arisen 
to prominence by his industry, perseverance and strict attention to busi
ness. From small beginnings he had become one of the foremost business 
men of New England, engaged in vast enterprises in which he was a 
leader, not by any self assumed importance, but because men trusted him 
and his sagac10us judgment. '!'hough such was his standing in the busi
ness worlcl, the quality of the man was best shown at his home in Hallo
well, where he was looked up to as a friend of every one, and trusted by 
all as but few even are ever trusted. 

ELLSWORTH AMERICAN, Hon. Joseph R. Bodwell of Hallowell, was 
a man well known to the people of this State as one who by indomitable 
perseverance, foresight arnl ability. created and maintained a varied busi
ness which not only brought wealth to himself, but gave remunerative 
wages to hundreds of his employes. In this way he became a real bene
factor, for he helped men to help themselves, which is the best charity the 
world has ever known. He was a genuine alchemist, transmuting all he 
touched in a business way, even our grallite hills, into gold. 

FREE PRESS. By this dispensation the State loses a Chief Magistrate 
whose brief term i11 office had added to the great measure of respect and 
esteem which he had long eujoyed as a private eitizen. His quick perc~p
tion, clear judgment, strict sense of honor, firmness, and the courageous 
performance of every 0Lligation 1 ·which had marked his career from youth 
to manhood and crowned his years with wealth and honor, promised to 
render Mr. Bodwell's administration as Governor one of the ablest and 
most successfnl in the State's history. It has been cut short by death; 
but not until it had forcibly illustrated how sterling, innate manhood may 
rise superior to adventitious circum8tances of the most discouraging 
character. 

• 



Resolutions of Respect. 

From a large number of resolutions passed by State organ
izations, city gover11ments, nnd other civic bodies, the follow
ing are selected for publication : 

MAINE STATE GRANGE. 

·WHEREAS, the Maine State Grange in common with all other associa
tions, organizations and individuals in the State realize the irreparable 
loss we have all sustained by the removal from onr midst of our hon
ored and respected Chief l\Iagistrate, Hou. Joseph R. Bodwell; and 
whereas, he was known to be in deep sympathy with the principles of our 
On1H, and deeply interested in all onr agrirnltural interests. it seems emi
nently fitting that we, members of the Maine State Gra11ge, iu annual 
meeting assembled, should place upon our records the sense of our great 
loss-therPfore, 

Resolved. That while bowing in obedience to the Supreme Will, we 
desire to affectionatPly express our app1·peiatio11 of his worth, both as a 
man and as a ruler; of his Pmi11<>11t faitllfol11es:; to 1111 trusts committed to 
his keeping, and of the ~:reat ability and honor with which he has <lis
cha•·ged the arduous and responsible Lluties of his high office. 

Resolved, 'l'hat in the disinterested a11d ge11ern11s spirit which mal'ked 
his intercourse with all nw11; in the deep i11terP . .:t he has al ways taken in 
the working- classes; i11 his great efforts to,,·ards the upbuilding nf the 
State, and the good of all its citizens. he has written his 11arue i11 kindness, 
love and mercy up0n the hearts of thousa11ds with whom he came in con
tact. and by whom his generous deeds and kindly acts will 11evcr be for
gotten. 

Resolved, 'l'hat we extend our warmest sympathy to the family and 
im,rn'uiate friends of our departed Chief Magistrate while yet the earth 
is fresh upon his coffin, and assure them that every heart throughout our 
whole State feels a large s:hare in their personal sorrow. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be inscribed upon our records and that 
a copy be sent to his famlly. 

MAINE JBOARD OF AGRICULTURE:. 

WHEREAS, The Board of Agriculture aud citizens of Strong and vicinity, 
assembled in a Farmer's fo.stitute, have received with feelings of profound 
sadness the telegram announcing the painful intelligence of the death of 
our chief executive, Governor Bodwell. therefore, 

Resolved, That in his untimely and sudden death wt:, realize that the 
State loses an able and couscientious Executive, an active business man, 
a faithful promoter of its .agricultural interests, and a loyal friend of the 
laborer wherever found. 

• 
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Resolved, That in this sad bereavement, we tender our deepest sympathy 
to the family and relatives of the deceased in their deep affliction, and to 
the many warm friends his wide business and social relations have won. 

HALLOWELL CITY GOVERNMENT. 

'fhe City Council in joint convention pasfiled the following resolutions: 
WHEBEAS, The Great Power Who rules us all has called from labor one 

of our most honored citizens, it is with profound sorrow and sadness we 
learn of the death of him whom the citizens of this State had learned to 
love as its Chief Magistrate; one whose large heart could take in matters 
of national importance, and still have room to consider the wants of the 
humblest poor; one whose name has stood for all that was houorable and 
manly amo11~ his fellows; a citizen of purest life and perfect int(>grity, 
whose name is destined to till a conspicuous place in the history of our 
city, and of onr State. Therefore, 

Resolved, That our heartfelt sympathy be tendered to the bereaved 
family of our honored friend. rrhey have lost one whose domestic virtues 
were no less distinguished than those of a public nature. May we hope 
that when the pain of their loss may be soothed by time. they may find 
comfort and consolation in the recollection that his memory is held in 
grateful affection by the hearts of his neighbors, his fellow citizens, aud 
all who were brought into business connection with him. 

Resolved, That in the death of Joseph R. Bodwell, this city has lost one 
of its greatest and truest friends, one who has been largely instrumental 
in adding to its prosperity, and who has al ways been ready to aid with hi~ 
advice and counsel, his example and influeuce, all enterprises which would 
benefit the city both morally and financially. 

Resol1Jecl, That we unite with citizens from all parts of the State in 
regarding his loss as a pnblic calamity. 

HALLOWELL CITrZENS. 

At a mass meeting of the citizens, held Saturday evening, with Mayor 
Fuller as chairnrnn, the followi11g resolutions were unanimously adopted, 
which were drawn up by a committee, composed of Messrs. Beane, Rowell, 
Currier, Clary and Warner. 

[n citize11s' meeting, assembled: 
WHE1:n:As, By Divine Providence, one of our citizens has been called 

from onr midst to live with those who have gone before in a brighter and 
happier home; a11d, whereas it is titting and proper that the sympathy of 
neighbors and friends should be extended to the family antl mourning 
relatives; Therefore, 

Resolved, That in the death of our fellow citizen, Hon. Joseph R. Bod
well, we realize as only neighbors can, our great loss. Generous hearted 
and ever given to charity, many hearts now do and ever will revere his 
memory. Open and frank in hiR social relations, his death fills the hearts 
of all citizens with sad11ess. :Maul v and honest in his business affairs, 
his loss causes grief to tis business associates. His pleasant smile and 
corclial greeting, in addition to his noble qualities, endeared him to all, 
and will ever keep his memory fresh in the minds of all who knew him. 

Resolved, 'l'hat to his mourning family we extend our heartfelt and 
sincere sympathy. ,vith them we also mourn. 

'l'he secretary of this meeting, .Mr. D. K. Jewell, was instructed to pre-
sent a copy of the above resolutions to the afflicted family. 

Mr. Beane offered the following resolution: 
In citizens' meeting: 
Resolvecl, That it is the sense of this meeting that all business within 

the city should be suspended and nll places of business remain closed 
'l'uesday, December 20, the burial day of our honored citizen, Joseph R. 
Bodwell. 

Uuanmiously adopted. 
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PORTLAND crrY GOVERNMII:N'I'. 

Having assembled in joint convention, the Mayor presiding, Alderman 
Marks offered the following resolutions: 

'l'he Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council of the city of Portland, 
assembled in City Council upon the announcement of the death of the 
Governor of the State, appreciating the profound respect entertained for 
him prrsonally by the citizens of Portland and sharing deeply in the 
general sense of public loss at the sudden close of his useful and honored 
life. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the news of the death of the Chief Magistrate of our 
State, Honorable Joseph R. Bodwell, at bis home in Hallowell this morn
ing, is received by the city of Portland with the deepest regret; that his 
private life and personal eharacter, his long and eminently successful and 
honorable business career and great influence in developing the resources 
and indnstries of Maine, his courage, energy and good judgment in pro
tecting and managing large busine.s8 enterprises, his hroa!l ancl generous 
spirit and ready encouragement and aid to all that tended to serve the 
public interests, justly entitle him to respect and remembrance as a dis
tinguished citizen who bas deserved well of the State. 

That, he brought to the discharge of the duties of his high office all the 
resources of his practical experience and ability, a keen sense of the 
obligations and duties which the chief magistracy devolved upon him, 
a spirit of vigilent fidelity to every trust and an incorruptible honesty of 
purpose ;-and that he leaves to his family and the State both in his pri
vate and his official life the legacy of an unsullied name. 

'l'hat these resolutions be extended upon the r~corcls of the city and a 
copy of them be transmitted to Governor Bodwell's family as an expres
sion of sincere and respectful sympathy. 

BANGOR CI'l'Y GOVERNMEN1'. 

At a largely attended meeting of the City Council Friday evening, called 
by Mayor Bragg to take appropriate action on the death of Governor 
Bodwell, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the City Council of Bangor, in common with all citizens 
of Maine, has received with sincere sorrow, intelligence of the death of 
the Chief Magistrate of the State, and they desire on their own behalf and 
on that of the citizens of Bangor to express profound regard for the mem
ory of the late Governor Joseph R. Bodwell, their appreciation of his high 
personal character, his exceptional capacity for office and his hearty and 
constant promotion of the moral and material welfare of his State. In his 
removal the State has lost a faithful and fearless officer, the industrial in
terests of the people an enterprising and inspiring leader, and the cause 
of moral reform an earneE,t and unswerving defender. His life illnstrates 
the success under our free institutions possible to diligence and virtue, 
and presents to the rising generation an example foll of encouragement 
and worthy of emulation. Such a life of prosperity honorably gained 
recalls the ancient proverb, '"Man's character is his destiny." 

Resolved, 'l'hat the City Council tenders its hearty sympathy to the 
family of Governor Bodwell in this severe bereavement, which no human 
words can alleviate, bnt which will be illuminated by the ever present 
memory of the affectionat,e, generous life, whose termination they mourn. 

GARDINER CITY GOVERNMEN'r. 

It is fitting that the citizens of Gardiner should tender some tribute of 
their respect to the memory of their late Governor, whose remains are 
now lying in state at the Capitol. 
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I would therefore request that all places of business and all manufac
tories be closed between the hours of 11 A. M. and 2 P. M. of 'l'uesday, 
the 20th instant, at which time the last ceremonies in his honor will be 
performed. 

A committee on behalf of the City Council and one representative of 
the citizens at large, will attend the funeral services at Augusta. 

JOHN J. BERRY, Mayor. 
A committee consisting of Hon. Joshua Grny, Hon. Wm. F. Richards, 

O. B. Clason, Esq., Henry Fanington, E"q, Capt. E.W. Atwood, G. W. 
Hezelton, Esq .. were chosen to represent the citizeus at large to attend 
the funeral services of Gov. Bodwell, and to act in connection with the 
committee from the City Council. 

ROCKLAND KNlG HTS OF LABOR. 

The following resolutions were passed by the Rockbound Assembly, 
Knlghts of Lnbor, at Vinalhaven, and are most significant and interesting 
as the members of that organization, almost without exception, are em
ployes of the Bodwell Granite Company: 

Resolved, 'l'hat we profoundly mourn the sudden and untimely death of 
Hon. Joseph H. Bodwell. late Governor of the State of Maine, who for a 
third of a century has been so prominently identified with the business 
and progressive t nterprise of the State of Maine and especially this town. 

Re~ohecl, That in his death we deplore the loss of an honest employer, 
whose simplicity of character endeared him to the poorest, one who was 
evrr really to listen to and rellress the grievances of his employes, as was 
evidenced by agreements entered into between himself ancl this nssPmbly. 

Resolved. That his official acts, the signing of all the bills passed in the 
interests of the laboring people of the ~tate while in the Governor's chair, 
have enshrined his memory in the heart of every true reformer in the 
State. 

Resolved, That as a fitting testimony to the memory of onr late em
ployer, and to show in our humble way some appreciation of the services 
he has rendered to the cause of labor\ we send one of onr number to rep
resent this assembly at the funeral and that a floral tribute be offered as 
a fitting tribute of our sorrow. 

JOHN B. HUBBARD POS'l', G. A. R. 

At the meeting of John B. Hubbard Post, No. 20, G. A. R., of Hallo
well, held on Monday evening last, a committee was appointed to draft 
resolutions in honor of the memory of our departed Governor and fellow 
citizen. The following resolutions were submitted and unanimously 
adopted: 

WHEREAS, By the dispensation of Divine Providence our honored Chief 
Magistrate aml beloved citizen, Hon. Joseph R. Bodwell, has been taken 
from earth to his reward above, at a time when his services aml influence 
seemed almost indispensible in carrying forward the public and business 
interests of this community and of the State, therefore, 

Resolved, That we, as comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
sincerely mourn the loss of one who was ever ready to extend to us a 
helping hand in carrying forward our benevolent enterprises, and in 
maintaining the principles so dear to every American citizen. 

Resolved, That we sympathize deeply with his family in their sad bereave
ment, and assure them that the memory of the loved and honored husband, 
father and friend will ever be reverently cherished by an afflicted and sor
rowing commonwealth. 

Resolvecl, 'l'hat a copy of these resolutions be furnished to the family 
of the deceased, and that they also be spread upon our records and pub
lished in the Hallowell Register and Kennebec Journal. 
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AUGUS11A CITY COUNCIL. 

WHEREAS, Divine authority, in His mysterious wisdom, has deemed it 
well to call from his earthly labors our lamented Governor Hon. Joseph 
R. Bodwell, it is considered proper that some expression of our 5ense of 
the great loss we have suffered thereby, should be made by this body. 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That it is with the greatest sorrow that we have received the 
news of the death of th,~ beloved Governor of our State; that in his lite 
we recognize those sterling qualities of manhood which have made him a 
kind and loving husband and father; an honest aud con:Scieutions citizen; 
a pure, wise and incorrnptible official, and. a 1Jenefactor of his race. We 
deeply mourn his loss a111l extend our sympathy to his family in their great 
bereavement, and our commiseration to the people of the great State he 
loved so well and whose interests he did so much to promote and develop. 

SONS AND DAUGH'l'ERS OF MAINE IN LOWELL, MASS. 

WHEREAS, The Great Governor of the universe has seen best to permit 
the departure from this world of the Hon. Joseph R. Bodwell, Governor 
of our native. 8tate of Maine, in the midst of his official responsibilities 
and in the ripened vigor of his matnre manhood, whereby a great State is 
deprived of a noble citizen and a wise ruler, therefore, 

Resolved 'l'hat we, the Sons and Daughters of the Maine Association, in 
this city, place upon record our sympathy with our brnthers and sisters 
in the loss they have sust:tined, and unite with them in our testimonial of 
the worth of so upright and honorable a man and ruler. 

As one, in a special manner suited to represent the self rPliant, honest, 
industrious, indepernlent, ambitious and worki11g charncter of the people 
of our native State. 

As one, in himself, a noble example of what a yonug man can do, be, and 
become by col'l'ect babies, uprightness of character and patient toil, 
thong·h commenci11g the journey of life in its hnmbl 0 st paths. 

As one, who in himself, as a man was an example to laboring men by 
his own habits of toil, aud also to bnsiness men by his honesty, fairness, 
promptness\ faithf1tlness :rnd pnblic.spiritedness, that work alld upright
ness are the trne secrets of success. 

As one, wlw as a citizen .. by his unaffected sympathy'. his free and wise 
benevolence to the poor aud all good objects, illustrated the nobility of 
unselfishness. 

As one, who as a man cast the weight of his character, wealth and influ· 
ence in favor of whatever promoted temperance, purity, good morals, 
education and bnilding up of society. · 

As one, who as a rnler, though tirm and independent in his convictions, 
was iu1partial and upright in his administrations, commanding the confi
dence and respect not only of his own party bnt of all the people. 

In fine, as one, who in the varied relations of life, as a rnan 1 a citizen 
and a rnler, was an encouragement to the poor., an example to the rich, 
a friend to the needy, an aid to reform and an hono1· to the State; and 
whose death is a loss to humanity. 

Resolved, That our sympathies are extended to our native State in the 
departure of so valuable :1. citizen; and to the family in the death of so 
true and affectionate a member. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread upon onr record book, a copy 
forwarded to the family of the tleparted Govcmor, the Senate and House 
of Representatives of .Maiue, 
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MILFORD LAND AND LUMBER COMPANY. 

Resol1:ed, That we, the stockholdel's of the ..L\lilford Land and Lumber 
Company, in annual meeting assembled, desire to give expression to onr 
deep sorrow at the death of its leading spirit and constant friend as well 
as its honored President, Joseph R. Bodwell. 

Resolved, 'l'hat in aJl the relations he sustained with us, both personally 
and officially, he was always actuated by principles of the highest integ
rity and unswervin!! fidelity to all interests committed to his charge. 

Resolved, '!'hat we will ever cherish his memory for his sterling qualities 
as a man; for his broad views and lal'ge abilities as a manager of affairs; 
for the great and active interest he al ways manifested for the prosperity 
of the community; and for his incorruptible character as Chief :Magistrate 
of the State which loved and honored him for all these qualities combined. 

BODWELL WATER POWER COMPANY. 

Resolved, That the Directors of the Bodwell Water Power Company 
with unaffected sorrow profoundly mourn the death of its President, 
Joseph R. Bodwell. 

Resolved, That iu his dr;ath we sincerely deplore the great loss of the 
projector nnd efficient supporter of this company; that we desire on our 
owu behalf, and that of all its members. to express our high regard and 
appreciation for his pure personal charncter, his extraordinary capacity 
for affairs, and his hearty and untiring efforts for the welfare of this asso
ciation. 

Resolved, That we sincerely concur in the trnthful expressions of sor
row and mourning throughout the State, by its citizens, over its loss of 
an honest, resolute, and conseientious Chief Magistrate. 

Resolved, 'l'hat in his most useful and honorable career as the leader in 
the industrial interests of the State, and for the promotion of which his 
memory will ever be affectionately aud gratefully perpetuated, he cannot 
be replaced. 

Resolved, 'l'hat to none of his works can we point more confidently than 
to this comp:wy, for evidence that he who has now gone from among us, 
full of years and honor, was a good and great man~ genial in his nature, 
wise in judgment, truthful to the last degree, tilled with noble impulses 
and doing with might whatsoever his hand found to do. 

Resolved, rrhat these resolutions be extended upon our records, and a 
copy furnished to his family, to whom we extend our heartfelt sympathy 
and condolence; and also that a copy be furnished the press for publica
tion. 

BATH LODGE OF GOOD TEMPLARS. 

WHEREAS, It has pleased our Heavenly Father in his mysterious provi
dence to remove by death our beloved and highly esteemed Governor, 
Hon. Joseph R. Bodwell, and it becomes us in some suitable manner to 
recognize the event, therefore, 

Resolved, That iu the death of Governor Bodwell the temperance cause 
in this State has lost one of its firmest and most devoted advocates; one 
who was willing to make the largest sacrifices for the good of his fellow
men. 

Resolved, That in his death we are called upon to put forth greater 
efforts in the cause, and by com:tant vigilance, unwearied perseverance, 
and examples ot purity, emulate his virtues, and that we hear in this 
providence of God, a summons to a purer devotion to temperance than we 
have heretofore cherished. 

Resolved, 'l'hat we hereby tender our heartfelt sympathy to the family 
of our lamented Governor, and that this brief memorial be entered upon 
our records, and a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions be sent 
to the family of the deceased. 

5 
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CITY OF LEWISTON. 

WHEREAS, It has pleai,ed our Heavenly Father to remove from our 
midst our Chief Magistrate, Joseph R. Bodwell; 

WHEREAS, The citizens of Lewiston on hearing the sad announcement 
of his death unanimously expressed themselves, that the State had suffered 
a great loss. and the friends of temperance its noblest advocate; 

Resolv€d, 'fhat the flags of the city be placed at half mast until after the 
obsequies of our deceased Governor. 

Resolved, 'fhat these resolntions be spread upon the records of the City 
Council. and that they be published in the pre~s of the city and a copy of 
them be forwarded to the fi-1rnily of our lamented Chief Executive. 

Resolved, That out of respect to his memory we do now adjourn without 
the transaction of any further business. 

THE NEW YORK AND BOSTON RAPID 'l'RANSI'r COMPANY. 

WHEREAS, We are summoned to surrender our companionship with 
Governor Joseph R. Bodwell, late President of this Company, whose effi
ciency in the work of developing the great enterprise to which it is 
devoted cannot be expressed in a11y formal statement, and whose business 
example furnished a coust.aut inspiration to us, his associates and friends, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That we unite in lamenting the decease of one who never 
failed to command our hii2:h respect and appealed to our deep affection by 
the i11estimable qualities of his large and sympathetic heart. 

'fhat we testify together to our appreciation of the pnre pnrpose and 
stainless integrity that stamped him as a man almost si11gular in the mul~ 
titnde with which he mingled, and, 

'l'hat we sincerely join with the family and immediate friendR of the 
deceased in deploring hfo unexpected departure, and tender them our 
deep sympathies in their heavy affliction, which must nevertheless be 
lightened with so many consolations. 

Resolved, 'l'ltat this expres:,ion of our common sorrow be entered on the 
records of this Company and a copy of the same be forwarded to his 
bereaved family. 

CITY OF BATH. 

WHEREAS, We, the City Council of Bath, in convention assembled, 
learn with profound sadness of the death of Hon. Joseph R. Bodwell, 
Governor or the State of ]faine, which occurred at his home in Hallowell 
on the fifteenth instant, aml Join with our sister municipalities in deplor
ing the great loss sustained by our State, therefore, 

Resolved, That in the death of Governor Bodwell, the State has lost 
an able, honest, earnest, upright, conscientiom;, faithful, unselfish and 
unassuming Executive; one who will be remembered as the honest poli
tician, the sincere patriot, the faithful friend. the enemy of no one living. 

Resolved. 'l'hat the various iudustries of our State have lost one of their 
firmest and truest friends, for in ,Joseph R. Bodwell were combined expe
rience, sagacity, public spirit, enterprise and strict integrity, so that he 
could command large resources to aid in any enterprise he might engage 
in. 

He leaves to his family and the State of his adoption a life worthy of 
emulation by the young men of the country. 

Resolved, 'fhat a copy of the resolutions be published in the daily 
papers and a copy be forwarded to the family of the deceased Governor, 
and that the 1lags of our city be kept at half mast until after the day of 
the funeral. 

Resotvecl, 'fhat a committee of the City Government be appointed to 
attend the funeral of the deceased Governor. 

Resolved, 'fhat the places of business in the city be requested to close 
,during the hours of the funeral. 



Messages of Condolence. 

Many letters and telegrams of sympathy and condolence 

were received by the family, on the occasion of the death of 
Governor Bodwell, from various parts of the country, only 

a few of whi<~h can be inserted here. They ·were largely 
from business men in the principal cities, in New Orleans, 
New York, Philadelphia and Boston, with whom Mr. Bodwell 
had had large business transactions, and some were from 

State officials and business associates in Maine. The whole, 
of which the following are only snmples, make up a tribute 
of respect which the death of few men in Maine or the 
country would have brought out. 

ROCKLAND. } 
December 16th, 1887. 

Mns .• J. R. BODWI<:LL. 

Respected Madam : 
I offer you most sincerely my heartfelt sympathy in this hour of your 

gTeat trial and sorrow. I am fully aware that uo words of mine can be 
of any consolation to you in this day of your great affliction. 

'rhrough the instrnmentality of an all-wise Providence you are called 
to monrn the death of a clear and loving husbanll, and the Stat«" an honest, 
upright, intelligent, manly man. By the death of Governor Bollwell the 
State and t,he country has lost one of its foremost men, and we who knew 
him intimately in all the relations of life, a true and noble friend. 

In this season of your bereavement it must be, and probably is, a con
solation to you and your children that the people in Bvery home of our 
State join in their condolence to you and yours in this great affliction. 
May God in His infinite mercy. give you strength and fortitude to bear 
the trouble that has so suddenly and unexpectedly visited your happy 
home. Again extending my sympathy to you aud to your bereaved 
family, 

I am, with great respect, 
JOHN S. CASE. 
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BATES COLLEGE, l 
LEWISTON, MAINE, December 17, 1887. 5 

Dear .11Iadam : 
Allow me to tender yon my sympathies in this hour of yotu great afflic

tion. ''Whom the Lonl loveth He chasteneth" 
No one can mourn as you; and yet I am in safe in saying that the hearts 

of all the friends of temperancfl and good order in our beloved State are 
grief stricken by the death of Governor Bodwell, and they would gladly 
say this to you were it in their po\yer. 

Very trnly, 
MRS. GOVERNOR BODWELL. 

DEAR l\1RS. BODWELL: 

0. B. CHENEY. 

KEENE, N. H., l 
December 19th, 1887. J 

Permit me to express, in these few lines, my deepest sympathy and 
feeling for you in the trying ordeal throngh which yon are called to pass. 
I grieve that [ am unable to stand among the large circle of friends who 
mourn the death of Governor Boclwell, and look upon the face of him 
who had so large a place in my heart. But circumstances beyond my 
control deprive me of that privilege. When I teamed of your husband's 
illness, I daily visited his office in N. Y.; and being assured by hopeful 
repo1 ts, I took cournge in the belief that, with his strong constit11tio11, he 
would surely recover his health. So when the sau news of his death 
came, it gave me a sho,ik from which I have not recovereu. 

Governor Bodwell was the most unselfish of men, n.nd he was the em
bodiment of honesty. His kindness of heart was proverbial. In him [ 
always found a warm and true friend ever ready to lend a helping hand, 
and I feel that [ have met with a loss that cannot be made up. But my 
grief is nothing compared to the irreparable loss to his family, the com
munity and the State. With greatest sympathy ancl regard, 

I am sincerely yours, 
S. W. HALE. 

NEW YORK, December 17, 1887. 
~f y DEAR MRS. BODWELL: 

I know that the words of a stranger cannot be of mnch value in the 
great affliction through which you are now passing. But on my own 
account I wish to place i11 your hamls a slight record of the warm esteem 
I had for yonr late husband, and of my genuine sorrow for his loss. 

He was n stranger to me until about one year ago, when I first met him in 
this city. Since that time onr acquaintance has not been intimate. Bnt 
I have seen enough of Joseph R. Bodwell to enable me to say that I havn 
never met a more noble, ,generous or· true hearted man. He seemed to 
me entil'elv incapable of any narrow or selfish act, a11rl [ know that his 
mind was incapable of entertaining- a thought inconsistent with the very 
highest integrity. A late officer in the army, who had hea.vv contracts 
with him during- the war, told me that he was the mo~t honorable man he 
had ever encountered. 

The country hag few snch men. Their death is a public as well as a 
private l,iss. r have no friend whose loss I conld feel morn dPeply. 

You. the ~ompauion of his life, who knew every secret of his heart, in 
the depths of yonr sorrnw have at least the consolation of k11owi11g that. 
he live<! a useful life, tlta.t he had gained the re~pect and nffi>ction of all 
who knew him and that he probably has not lefc behind him one single 
enemy. 

Cordially yours, 

MRS. BODWELL, Hallowell, Me. 
L. E. CHITTEN"DE~. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, } 
WASHINGTON, D. c., December 16, 1887. 

MRS. J. R. BODWELL, Hallowell, Me. 
Dear Madam: 

Permit me to express to you my profound sympathy with yon in the 
great grief which has overtaken yon in the death of your husband. 

The tleath of Mr. Bodwell, so great a loss to yourself, will be severely 
felt by his thonsands of friends, who will mourn his departure from this 
life as a misfortune to themselves, our State and the country. 

With sincere respect, very truly yours, 

MRS. JOSEPH R. BODWELL, 
Dear Madam: 

SE'l'H L. MILLIKEN. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES } 
WASHINGTON, D. c., December 17, 1887. 

I beg to offer to yon the heartfelt condolence of Mrs. Boutelle and myself, 
and to assure you of our sincere sympathy in the great affliction that bas 
befallen you. 

'l'he death of your honored husband came to us as a severe shock, as 
we were led to h0pe by the reports that he was in a fair way to recov
ery. 

I am painfully aware that no words can give any balm for such a 
sorrow as yon rs, bnt if anything conld mitigate the pangs of such a switt 
bereavement, it would be the knowledge of the respect and esteem in 
which the departed was held by all who knew him, as Governor, citizen 
and friend. 'l'he State shares in your grief, and the loss of a strong and 
good man will be felt far beyoncJ its limits. 

Very respectfully yours, 
C. A. BOUTELLE. 

186 West Chippewa St., } 
BUFFALO, Dec. 18, 1887. 

MRS. BODWELL: 
Mrs. Dee and myself learned with feelings of profound sorrow and 

reg1·et of the death of Gov. Bodwell. Since I made his acquaintance, in 
the year '76, I have always admired him for his many noble and manly 
qualities. 

My perso~rnl relations with him were al ways pleasant and agreeable. 
In your hour of affliction [ send yon this my hnmble tribute, with a 

prayer that the Great Comforter will aid you in bearing your great 
sorrow. 

Mrs. Dee joins with me in sincere sympathy with yourself and family, 
for the loss of a kind-hearted husband and father. 

Yery respectfully yours, 
JOHN F. DEE. 

MY DEAR MRS. BODWELL: 
It was with pain and grief that I learned of the death of your husband 

and mv friend. . 
It was so entirely unexpected by me that the shock was great; what 

must it be to you ! 
Although my acquaintance with your husbantl was of comparatively 

recent date, yet such was his genial nature, that he imme<liately endeared 
himself to all that knew him, and I look back upon the friendship of our 
good Governor as one of the pleasantest of my life. 
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Though knowing well that no words can bring comfort to your stricken 
heart, yet I must express my deep sympathy for you and your family in 
this great affliction; ah, if words and sympathetic hearts could console 
you, then you might indeed be comforted, for from thousands of hearts 
and homes the truest and purest of sympathy is poured forth for you and 
the deepest regrets for the untimely death of so good and noble a man. 
He has left behind him an unsullied record, which is a precious legacy. 

He has left a vacancy which can not easily be filled-it is a loss to our 
State-what must it be in his home! 

I pray God may temper your affliction and give you strength to endure 
this great trial. 

Assuring you of our deepest sympathy, I am 
Most sincerely yours, 

WILLIAM ENGEL. 
BANGOR, December 17, 1887. 

AUGUSTA, MAINE, ! 
Decembe1· 15, 1887. S 

MRS. JOSEPH R. BODWELL. 

My dear Madam : 
I have learned with great sorrow of the unexpected death of our Chief 

Magistrate, your most estimable husband, his Excellency, Govemo1· Bod
well. 

As one who has long entertained towards him sentiments of highest 
esteem and respect, I venture to take the liberty of expressing to you 
and all the members of his bereaved family my most earnest sympathy. 

MY DEAR MRS. BODWELL : 

I am, with great respect, 
Very sincerely yours, 

CHARLES W. DOHERTY. 

218 Orange St., ~ 
NEW HAVEN. Conn., 

Dec. 28, 1887. 

It is only our nearest and dearest to whom the privilege is given of 
bringing us what comfort chey may in the first days of a great sorrow; 
and so I have waited a little before venturing upon any expression of my 
deep sympathy tor you and yours. Even now l hesitate. because I am 
so much a stranger. In my visits, last summer, to my mother, Mrs. Hub
bard, I have met you a few times, only. But if I seem an intrnder, let 
me hope that the deep respect with which your husband inspired me, 
whenever I had a word with him, may plead my excuse. 

This is no common loss which has befallen the public, for Gov. Bodwell 
was no common man. I met him first some years ago, when with my 
sister he canvassed the question of a building for the Hallowell Library. 
I remember what I afterwards said of him to her. I have never forgotten 
the cordial, honest, whole--souled man he seemed to me in that first 
interview, and the chance meetings I have since enjoyed have served to 
strengthen my confidence in his worth. 

It is a noble and useful life that has thus suddenly ended her(>, but it is 
not for the good man himself that I grieve. Perhaps it is as he would 
have wished. Perhaps, as my own dear father, he would have chosen to 
go with powers untouched by age. My sorrow is not for him. It is for 
the State that has lost the guidance of that steady hand; for my native 
town, that must sorely miss her true-hearted citizen; most of all, for the 
home he loved and gladdened. I know how much must have gone from 
you with him. Accept the sympathy I can poorly frame in words. 

Very sincerely, 
VIRGIN IA H. CURTI8. 



63 

DEAR MRS, BODWELL: 
I have just read of your sad bereavement and my heart aches for you 

and Mrs. Paine, and my own sorrow is brought freshly to my mind. I 
wish that it were in my power to say something that might be in some 
measnre a help to yon now; but the mission of sorrow cannot be under
stood by us poor mortals while our grief is fresh, and time only performs 
for us the chastening work that our good Father intends. Human sym
pathy was very grateful to me in my trouble. and that you have mine 
now be assured. With love for yourself and Mrs. Paine, 

Your sincere friend, 
A. L. METCALF. 

141 East 16th St., New York, Dec. lith, 1887. 

VASSALBORO', Dec. 19, 1887. 
DEAR Mrrs. BODWELL: 

It is vain for me to attempt to ofter consolation in this, your terrible 
affliction; but I wish to express something of the sorrow we feel at t.he 
death of Gov. Bodwell. During the past years he, by his kindness, has 
endeared himself to each member of our family. How well I remember 
when, four years ago, at Indianapolis, my own father's life hnng as by a 
thread. Mr. Bodwell stood by and helped me to care for him till mother 
could come. Six months later, when onr dear Will was so suddenly 
taken. Mr. Bodwell came to us quickly as possible, and we felt that his 
great heart was moved in sympathy for us. And now we each feel a per
sonal loss and grief. Father and Clara were fully intending to go to 
Hallowell yesterday, but because of father's feeble condition and the 
severity of the storm~ they very reluctantly gave it up. 

Please give kindest regards to Mrs. Paine, and say how our hearts ache 
for her in her great sorrow. 

With feelings of deepest sympathy, in which all here join, 
I am yours truly, 

ANNIE O. BURLEIGH. 

ROCKLAND, Dec. 15th, 1887. 
MRS. J. R. BODWELL, 

My dear Madam : 
Please accept my sincere sympathy for you in your heavy affliction. 

We all feel deeply for, and join with yon in mourning the irreparable 
loss which you have sustained. Expressions of sorrow ancl sympathy 
for yon are universal. Nothing more can be said on so sad an occasion 
as this than to express the hope that the knowledge that every citizen of 
the State deplores and keenly feels your sudden bereavement, may tend 
in some slight degree to lighten your burdens and alleviate your sorrow. 

I remain very sincerely yours, 
C. E. LITTLEFIELD. 

NORW A.Y, ME., Dec. 15th, 1887. 
MY DEAR MRS .. BODWELL: 

My heartfelt sympathy goes out in your behalf at the great loss you 
have sustained by the death of your kind husband. I condole with you 
most sincerely on the sad event, and be assured that all who knew him 
share in your sorrow at this hour. 
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A kind husband and father, a good counsellor and friend, has passed on 
to enjoy the reward of a well-spent life. 

Commending you to Him who doeth all things well, I remain 
Yours sincerely, 

GEORGE L. BEAL. 

A telegram was received from Governor Sawyer of New 
Hampshire, and Governor Ames of Massachusetts sent the 
following note to Gov-ernor Marble : " 

MY DEAR Sm: 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS,} 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

BOSTON, Dec. 20, 1887. 

I deeply regret that my official duties are snch that I cannot attend the 
obsequies of your predecessor in office, the Hon. Joseph R. Bodwell. I 
shall be represented thereat by my Adjutant General, Samnel Dalton, and 
by other members of my military staff. Personally I am grieved at the 
death of so able, energetic, earnest and honest a man as Governor Bod
well, and officially I can say that the people of this commonwealth have 
heard with sorrow that one who was of their number and who had 
attained such eminence by force of worth, has at a comparatively early 
time been called away from the affairs of earth in which he dealt so wisely. 
Assuring you of my best wishes for your success and happiness in your 
official career, I am yours sincerely, 

OLIVER AMES, 
Governor of Massachusetts. 




