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REPORT. 

'Po the Governor of the State of Maine. 

Agreeably to the requirements of law, we submit the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Report of the Railroad Commissioners 
of the State, for the year ending December 1st, 1886. 

As there is to be a session of the Legislature the present 
winter we have deemed it our duty to call the attention of 
the law-making power to several subjects which may in its 
discretion require legislation; these, together with other 
suggestions, recommendations and statements, we present 
under the following heads: 

1. Organization of Railroad Corporations under 
General Law. 

2. Grade Crossings, Safety Switches and Lights. 

3. Serious Accident on Railroads. 

J. Increased Weight of Engines. 

5. Condition of Railroads. 

6. Accidents During the Year. 

7. Appendix. 

8. Tabulation. 
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ORGANIZATION OF RAILROAD CORPORATIONS 

UNDER GENERAL LAW. 

The Constitution of the State, Article IV, part third, Sec. 
14, is as follows : '' Corporations shall be formed under gen
eral laws. and shall not be created by special acts of the 
Legislature, except for municipal purposes, and in cases 
where the objects of the corporation cannot otherwise be 
attained; and, however formed, they shall forever he subject 
to the general Jaws of the State." Section 13 of same article 
provides that, "The Legislature shall from time to time, pro
vide, as far as practicable, by general laws, for all matters 
usually appertaining to special or private legislation." 

In obedience to the provisions of the last above quoted 
section of the Constitution, the Legislaturn of 18 76 enacted a 
general law under which railroad corporationt-5 should be orgnn
jzed and charters granted, which provisions are now incorpo
rated into the Revised Statutes of the State. N otwithstand
ing these provisions of the Constitution, and that the Legisla
ture has provided the mode for the organization of such cor
porations, parties still continue to ask the LPgislature to grant 
speci"ul charters for such purposes, and u number have been 
granted since the enactment of the genernl law above men
tioned in cases, too, where the object of the corporations could 
have been attained under its provisions. vYhether or not 
charters thus obtained are valid or otherwise, is not for us to 
determine; but we think the good of the railroad sy::-tem and 
1he welfare of the people of the State require that some 
uniform system should be adopted, by which and none other 
railroad corporations should be created. Those who desire 
to organize a railroad corporation and to build a road under 
the provisions of the statute are required to make oath that 
they intend in good faith so to do, and before they can enter 
upon the construction of their road are required to subscribe 
for the full amount of stock and pay in cash one-fifth thereof, 
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also to make a complete survey and location with plans and 

estimates, and obtain the approval of same by the Board of 
Railroad Commissioners. These several guards and provisions 
the law-making power deemed necessary to insure good faith 

and to preserve the rights of the public. To place the above

mentioned limitations and restrictions upon those who in good 

faith de:;ire to build a railroad, and to allow others to simply 

npply to the Legislature for a special act or charter which may, 

H' granted, allow them without expense, limitations or restric

tions to occupy, or threaten to occupy, substantially the same 

territory, and thus compel the first-mentioned parties to 
abandon the enterprise, or purchase the right acquired by the 

other party, through the special act aforesaid, is, we think, 

unjust, and if the practice is continued will greatly retard the 

healthy growth of the railroad sy6tem of the State. 

GRADE CROSSINGS, SAFETY SWITCHES AND 

LIGHTS. 

The dang(•r of railroad grade crossings to the traveling 

public is attracting much attention. The New Hampshire 
Ruilrnad Commissioners in their last report, say: 

'' ,vith the best possible disposition of the jurisdiction of this 
matter. and a constant increase in safeguards and vigilance, the 
grade crossing will always be attended with unexpected and serious 

dangers. Tile danger is greater to the puulic than to the roads. 
This was not so in the earls days of railroading. when the equip
ment was light and antomatic brakes and l\Iiller platforms had not 

been invented. As it is the railroa<ls even now sometimes suffer 

loss of emploJes' lives and serious damage to property from cross
ing aeeidents. These crossings do not diminish, while their dangers 
inerease with the growth of our villages an<l cities. The frequency 

of grade-crossing aceidents in this country is frightfully in excess of 
their freqnency in Great Britain, where gra<le crossings have been 

relentleH~l.r discouraged from the first introduction of railroads Here 
grade-crm;sing and tr0spass aceidents, according to Mr. Adams, are 

26 per cent of all railroad accidents; in Great Britain they are ouly 

4 per cent of all. 
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'' The suggestion has sometimes been made that all grade cross
ings should be peremptorily abolished. This would involve such 
enormous expense that the suggestion is utterly impracticable and 
valueless. Considering the importance of the subject, and the great 
gain to life and property that would result from the same absence of 
grade cro8sings that we find in Great Britain, it would seem to be a 
reasonable and far-reaching policy to require at least one grade 
crossing to be removed upon every hundred miles of road in the 
State in a year, to be determined on the ground of the greatest ad
vantage to the public and to the road. This would not involve a 
serious burden on the roads, while in the course of fifty years it 
would substantially exterminate the crossings at grade throughout 
the State. A step in the right direction was taken by the Legis
lature of 1885, in the act approved by the Governor on the last day 
of the session, which prohibits the crossing at grade of one road by 
another in fnture constructions, without the written consent of the 
Railroad Commissioners." 

In the last report of the Massachusetts Railroad Commis
sioners it is alleged that 

'' The statutes of Connecticut recognize a distinction between 
the comparatively slight convenience afforded by allowing a new 
high way to cross a railroad at grade and the vital needs of a 
community that may sometimes be served by allowing a new rail
road to cross an existing highway at grade. The first is abso
lutely forbidden in all cases. The other is allowed where an 
exigency is shown. It is an error to suppose that this is a partial 
exercise of favor toward the railroad companies. The permission 
is given for the sake of the community that desires the railroad. 
in building a branch or an extension a railroad company often acts 
not for the sake of pr0fit, but to satisfy the demands of the people 
for increased facilities." 

At a late annual meeting of the Hartford & New Haven 
Railroad Company~ it was suggested that a certain percentage 
of the surplus earnings be used to abolish grade crossings. 
But one of the directors announced that 

"He did not believe, however, as the Connecticut town authorities 
have claimed, that the road should pay all the cost of abolishing the 
grade crossings required by the Legislature to be abolished gradually 
during a term of years. This expense the towns should share." 
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In view of the fact that grade crossings are rapidly multi
plying in this State by the laying out of highways and farm 
roads over railroads, and in the belief that there should 
be some specific and comprehensive oversight for such an 
important matter, we would suggest such an amendment to 
section 27 of chapter 310 of the Laws of Maine, 1885, as 
would prevent a highway, farm road or street from being laid 
across a railroad without the written consent of the Railroad 
Commissioners, who should be empowered to fix the manner 
and condition of such crossing and to apportion the expense, 
thereof equitably, and to compel the making safe any exist-
ing grade crossing which may be reported or represented as. 
especially blind and dangerous; even to requiring the con
struction of an over-bridge or an under-pass in the place· 
thereof. 

vVe also respectfully recommend the enactment of a law 
requiring every railroad company in the State, that has trains. 
passing over any part of its line by night, to place safety 
switches and lights, of an approved sort, at every siding 
where such trains pass without stopping; and that the com
plete and unbroken integrity of the track on the main line, 
shall be thus protected throughout all railroads in the 
State upon which express trains are run, either by day or 
night. 

SERIOUS ACCIDENT ON RAILROADS. 

Section 126 of the Revised Statutes as amended by chapter 
321 of Laws of 1885 is as follows: 

''When a serious accident occurs to any train on n railroad, 
immediate notice thereof shall be given in writing by the 
officers of the company operating such railroad, to the chair
man of the board of railroad commissioners, who shall, if he 
deems the public interest to require it, cause an investigation 
to be made at once by said board; and for such purpose any 
member of said board shall have power to send for such evi
dence as he believes necessary, and said commissioners shall 
in their annual report, make a full statement of the cause of 
such accident," etc. 
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Section 65 of chapter 51 of the Revised Statutes is as 
follows: '' vVhen a fatal accident occurs on a railroad, the 
corporation using it shall give immediate notice to the 
county attorney, who shall call upon a coroner, residing near 
the place of the accident, to bold an inquest upon the bodies 
of those whose deaths have been so caused. If the county 
attorney does not reside within ten miles of said place, some 
justice of the pear.e, residing in the county, shall be requested 
to notify a coroner to hold such inquest before notice is given 
to said attorney." 

It will be seen that these two provisions of statute cover, 
substantially, the same ground. While a serious accident 
may not be fatal, certainly a fatal accident is serious, there
fore, under these provisions, it is made the duty of two dis
tinct tribunals to make an investigation of the cause of a fatal 
accident at the same time. True, the object of the investi
gation is of a two-fold nature, hut as the same witnesses 
would be required to appear before both tribunals, perhaps 
at the same time, it might lead to a conflict of jurisdiction, 
unless one tribunal should wait till the other had finished its 
investigation, which would not be a compliance with the 
provisions of the statute, and would also subject witnesses 
to much delay and inconvenience. vVe would, therefore, 
suggest whether or no it would not he better to provide for one 
tribunal to investigate all such accidents and to make such a 
report as the circumstances of the case might require. 

INCREASED WEIGHT OF ENGINES. 

Before proceeding to give detailed statement of the con
dition of the several railroad~ in the State, the Commission
ers deem it a duty to utter a few words of warning against 
the prevailing increase in the weight of locomotive engines, 
out of all proportion to the superstructure and su bstructnre 
of most of our railroads. 

These railroads were built to carry a comparatively light 
rolling stock, and now, while from age and hard service, he 
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rails and bridges have impaired power of rei;istance, they 
are subjected to steadily increasing loads driven over them 
at an ever accelerating rate of speed. 

We question whether the present general demand for these 
enormously heavy locomotives with their trains of excessive 
length, as well as weight, be not a mistake, even upon roads 
prepared to withstand their impact. It certainly is a most 
serious error in judgment to permit such immense weights to 
be impelled over tracks and bridges constructed to carry 
safely but about half as heavy rolling loads at a much lower 
rate of speed. 

This cannot be in the line of true economy, since all prac
ti~al men in immediate charge of them admit that rails and 
bridges, which, under the loads they were designed to carry, 
would do good service for years to come, are now rapidly 
failing under the movement of the present heavier trains, and 
require constant repairs and renewals of parts to maintain 
them in a passably safe condition, subject all the while to an 
impending crash of unlimited costs. Even turn-tables, which 
would be as good as new for turning the engines in common 
use five or six years ago, are being crushed and ruined by 
the mere dead weight of those recently put into service. An 
impression seems to rest in the minds of some railroad offi
cials of the so-called 'eminently practical' type, that a bridge 
will continue safe under these heavier loads for an indefinite 
period, because it has carried them for a month or a year with 
no apparent di::,turbance of its members or material. They 
argue that all bridges will evidence timely warning of over
taxed condition to p1·ope1· inspection. 

These are paltry thoughts with no reason in them; for it 
is well known that the life and strength of material -espe
cially iron and steel, when strained beyond certain limits are 
actually diminished, it may be almost to the point of rupt
ure, with no vi::,ible outward indication of changed structure. 
"\\Te apprehend that there are daily driven, at speed, over 
railroad bridges, loads greatly in excess of the maximum they 
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were designed to carry securely; each one of these insufficient 
structures that still remain being held up for a while by draw
ing upon the factor of safety that was intended merely to 
provide a margin against imperfect material or workmanship 
that might steal into its construction, hut which is thus 
encroached upon to a perilous extent. Any day disaster may 
come; some day it certainly will. Within view of such 
appalling disasters as have already taken place and must 
inevitably continue to occur, it is amazing that railroad man
agers should permit the danger line to be thus approached. 
But no rational man can doubt that this is often closely done, 
and too often with even criminal recklessness. 

We submit that this Board can hardly do any better 
service to the public interests than to call the thoughtful 
attention of railroad officials to the paper read last March, 
before the Cleveland Civil Engineer's Club by a member 
( Mr. C. M. Barber), entitled "Old Bridges under New 
Loads," published in the Journal of the '' Association of 
Engineering Societies," Vol. 5 ; No. 3. 



RAILROAD 001\IiUISSIONERS' REPORT. 

RAILROADS IN MAINE. 

Aroostook River Hail way ..................................... . 
Atlantic and St. Lawrence (Grand Trunk) ..................... . 
Androscoggin (Maine Central) viz: Bath Branch, .............. . 

and Brunswick to Farmington, including branch to Lewiston •.. 
Bangor and Piscataquis.... . ..............•••...•••••..•.•••• 
Bangor and Katahdin Iron Works Railway ..................... . 
.Belfast and Moosehead Lake (Maine Central) ...•••••••••.•••••• 
Boston and Maine .......................................... .. 
Bridgton and ::iaco River . . • • • • . • • • . • • • . • • . • • • • . ............ . 
Eastern Maine, formerly Bucksport and Bangor (Maine Central) .. 
.European and North American (Maine Central) , ............... . 
Fritnklin and Megantic .•••. , ................................. . 
Green l\ilountain l{ailway ..................................... . 
Grand Trunk •.•••.......••••••••..•.••••.....•••.••...••..•. 
Houlton Branch (N. B. and Canada) ......................... .. 
Knox and Lincoln .......................................... .. 
Kennebunk and Kennebunkport ............................... . 
Lewiston and Auburn (Grand Trunk) .. .. • • .. • .. ............ .. 
Lewiston and Auburn (Horse) ............................... . 
Maine Central (to Bangor via Augusta, inclusive of Portland and 

Kennebec, 63 miles) .................................... .. 
Maine Central (Cumberland via Lewiston to Waterville) ...•••.••• 
Maine Shore Line, including bteam Ferry (Maine Central) ....... 
Monson .......•..••••.....•••.•.••••••...••••••..•••••••••••• 
New Brunswick (Aroostook River) ............................ .. 
New Brunswick and Canada ................................... . 
Newport and Dexter (Maine Central) ......................... . 
Norway Branch (Grand Trunk) ............................... . 
Orchard Beach • . • . • • • . • • . . . . . . . • . . • • • • ••••••.•••••••••••••.• 
Ocean Street Horse ( Portland Horse) .•..•.•.••••••••••••.••.•••• 
Porthnd and Kennebec (Maine Central) ......... .' ............. . 
Portland and Ogdensburg ••••••.•••.•••.•••••••••••••••.•••..•• 
Portland and Rochester ...................................... .. 
Portland, Saco and Portsmouth ..••••••••••.•••••••.•••.••••••• 
Portland (Horse) •.•••..••.•••.•••••••.•••••••.•••••••••••.••• 
Portsmouth, Great Falls and Conway .......................... . 
Rumford Falls and Buckfield ................................ .. 
Sandy lli ver •.•••..•..•••••••.•••.•••.•••..••••••.•••••••.•.• 
Somerset ...••••••..•..•••..•.••••..••..••••••••••.••••••••••• 
Somerset and Kennebec (Waterville to Skowhegan, Maine Central) 
St. Croix and Penobscot • • . . • • • •..••.••••••• , •••••• , , •••.••• 
St. Croix (New Brunewick and Canada) ....................... . 
Stillwater Branch ••••.•••.••••••••••• , ••••••.•••••••••••..•. 
,vhitneyville and Machias •••••••••••••••••••••..•.•••••••••••. 
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Total .................................................... 1,157.68, 6,316.34 



12 RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 

CONDITION OF RAILROADS. 

An.oosTOOK RIVER RAIL w AY. 

From State line to Presque Isle, in Aroostook County, 30 

miles. 

Directors-Samuel Thorne, New Ycrk City. 

D. vV. James, " " 
J. Kennedy Todd, " " 
0. H. Northcote, " '' 
John S. Kennedy, " " 
A. Barring, " " 
R. R. Burpee, Bangor, Me. 

Rt. Hon. Lord Elphenston, Scotlanrl. 

George Stephens, Montreal. 

Hon. D. A. Smith, " 

C. W. Weldon, St. John. 

At our examination of this rail way the past season, we were 
gratified to find continued improvement, not only in the track, 

road-bed and bridges, but in the train service, which has been 

largely increased to meet the demands of the rnpidly growing 

busi ncss of Aroostook County, and particularly that portion 

of it trnversed by this road, and we find that it has been 
necessa1·y to mnke large additions to the rolling stock in order 

to meet the pressing demands for transportation of the prod
ucts of the rich Aroostook: valley. The road has been well 

ditched, and mostly ballasted, and ~ill defective frogs, ties, 

culverts and cattle gnard8 renewed. Ahout 25 miles of the 

track is laid with steel rails, and the remaining five miles wi1l 

be renewed at an early day with the satne material. This road 

is leased to, and opemted by the New Brun.:5wick Railway 

Company, and is under the efficient management of Mr. F. 

,v. Crnm. The following named additions have been made 
to the rolling stock of New Brunswick Ruil way during the 

p:tst year: 6 new passenger locomotives, 1 passenger loco-
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motive rebuilt, 12 new passenger cars, 3 passenger cars 

rebuilt, 4 new baggage and mail cars, all the above equipped 

with the Westinghouse brake; 6 new freight locomotives, 1 
freight locomotive rebuilt, 6 freight saloon cars, 200 20-ton 

capacity box cars and 300 20-ton capiwity flat cars. As the 

New Bmnswick Railway, of which the Aroostook Railway is a 

branch, is so intimately connected with the railway ~ystem of 

Maine, we think it proper to give some figures, showing the 

great improvements being made upon thnt road. During 
the last 15 months, about 50 miles of new steel has been laid 

in the track and ~5B,OOO yards of ballast put upon the road

bed. The line from St. John to Vanceboro well ballasted 
and ditched, 164,000 new ties have been put into the track, 
and all defective culverts rebuilt. The total number of miles 

operated by the Company is 44 7. Of this amount 400 miles is 

laid with steel rails. Twenty-one new bridges have been 

built, and the principal bridges enst of St. Croix are built of 

steel. The management of the rond has proved very satis

factory to all who have occasion to patronize it, and it is cer

tainly entitled to great credi.t, for the efforts made to accom

modate its patrons, and for the vast improvements made, both 
in the road and its equipments. 

President-Samuel Thorne, New York City. 
Vice President-J. Kennedy ToJd, New York City. 
General Manager-F. W. Cram, Bangor, Me. 
Superintendents-John Stuart, Northern Division; H. D. 

McLeod, Southern Division. 

General Freight Agent-F. W. Cram. 

General Pass. Agent-J. F. Leavitt, St. John, N. B. 

Treasurer and Clerk of Corporation-Alfred Seely, St. 

John, N. B. 

Proper addre,,s of Company, New Brunswick Railway 

Company, St. John, N. B. 
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ATLANTIC & ST. LAWRENCE RAILROAD COMPANY. 

From Portland, Me., to Island Pond, Vermont, 149! miles 
--82! miles in Maine. 

Directors-Joseph Hickson, Montreal. 
Sir A. T. Galt, '' 
Philip H. Brown, Porthmd, Maine. 

Charles E. Barrett, " " 
H. J. Libbey, " " 
P. R. Barrett, 
F. R. Swan, 
Geo. P. Wescott, 

" 

" 

" 
" 
" 

This important line of railway has heen kept up the past 
year to that high standard of excellence described in our 
report of 1885. A portion of the track has been re-laid 
with heavier steel rails, and wherever required new ties have 
replaced the old. The whole road is well ballasted and 
ditched in a most thorough and workman-like manner, pre
senting a very neat and finished appeamnce. The enti1·e 
location between the fences is cleared of rubbish and bushes, 
giving a clear view, nn<l affording no cover for cattle or other 
animals. All of the bridges ( with the exception of the pile 
bridge at Portland) are constructed of iron and are of 
approved patterns or plans. The pile bridge at Portland is 
kept in complete repair, and is a very 8trong and substantial 
structure. Close attention is given by the officers to the 
safety of the track, bridges, culverts, and smaller water
ways~ and several of the last named huvc been renewed dur
ing the past season. New and commodious station buildiugs 
and platforms have been built at North Yarmouth nnd L<H~ke's 
Mills. The station buildings and attachments along the line 
are, for the most part, kept cle:m and in good condition, a 
matter of considerable importance for the comfort and con-· 
venience of the travelling public, and one too much neglected 
by many other roads in the State. The rolling stock i~ in 
fair condition. We are glad to note that the traffic over 
the road has largely increased during the past season. 
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President-Joseph Hickson, Montreal. 
Vice P1·esident-Philip H. Brown, Portland. 
Treasurer-Charles E. Barrett, '' 
Clerk of Oorporation-F. R. Barrett, " 

15 

Proper address of Company, Atlantic & St. Lawrence 
Railroad, Portland, Me. 

ANDROSCOGGIN RAILROAD. 

Brunswick to Farmington, including branch to Lewiston, 
66 9-10 miles. 

This road is leased to the Maine Central Railroad Com
pany, and the statements of repairs, &c., is included in the 
returns of the last-named company. 

BANGOR & PISCATAQUIS RAILROAD. 

From Oldtown to Moosehead Lake, 77 miles. 

Directors-William B. Hayford, Bangor. 
A. G. "Wakefield, " 
C. L. Marston, " 
John Cassidy, " 
L. J. Morse, " 
Isaac Strickland, " 
Lester Dwinal, " 
R. L. Morrison, " 
M. G. Shaw, Greenville. 

We are happy to note the continued improvement of this 
road. Steel rails and many new ties have been laid in the 
track over a portion of the road ; the track is well ballasted, 
the road-bed thoroughly ditched and drained. The bridges 
have received all necessary repairs, and new timbers placed 
wherever required on the smaller water-ways and other 
structures. The trestle bridges at Ahbot have been repaired 
and strengthened. Since our last report additional ballast 
has heen placed upon that portion of the road between 
Blanchard and Moosehead Lake, the track aligned and sur
faced, cuts widened, and drained. The station buildings are 
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in good order, and kept neat and comfortable. The yard at 
"\V Pst Cove, Moosehead Lake, has been greatly improved, 
and is very conveniently arranged. "'\\re think that the entire 
road gives evidence of greater advancement and improve
ment during the past season than it has for many preceding 
yenrs. Some additions have been made to the rolling stock, 
and it is all in good working order. 

President-vVm. B. Hayford. 
Superintendent and General Passenger Agent-Arthur 

Brown. 
Trea.surrer and Clerk of Corporation-H. W. Blood. 
Proper address of Company, Bangor & Piscataquis Rail

road Company, Bangor, Maine. 

BANGOR & KATAHDIN IRON WORKS RAILWAY. 

From the station of the Bangor & Piscataquis Railroad at 
Milo, to the Katahdin Iron Works, HJ miles. 

Dfrectors-Clmrles V. Lord, Bangor, Me. 
Henry McLaughlin, " " 
F. W. Carr, " " 
Charles Hamlin, " " 
Charles A. Gibson, " " 

This road is in good condition, safely and economically 
managed. Variom, new enterpri:,es have been e8tablished 
along the line, and others nre projected. The Iron Works 
are in full operation and furnish a large amount of freight. 
The country in the vicinity of the Iron Works presents many 
attractions to tourists in the way of beautiful scenery and 
abundance of game; these, together with the various indus
tries established along the line, and the lumbering operations 
in winter, must eventually make the road a success. 

President-Charles V. Lord, Bangor. 
Gen. Manager, Fr·eight and Passenger Agent and Treas

urer-F. W. Cram, Bangor. 
Clerk of Corporation-A. B. Taylor, Bangor. 
Proper address of Company, Bangor & Katahdin Iron 

Works Railway Company, Bangor, Me. 
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BELFAST & MooSEHEAD LAKE RAILROAD. 

From Belfost to Burnhnm, 33! miles. 
This road is leased antl operated by the 1\Iaine Central Rail

road Company. Items of condition, repairs, &c., arc in eluded 
in returns of la~t-named Company. 

Directors-Charles B. Hazeltine, Belfast. 

Geo. B. Ferguson, 
John G. Brooks, 
Edward Johnson, 
,Josiah Mitchell, 
vVilliam E. Marshall, 
William M. Rust, 
Ed ward Sibley, 
William l\i. Woods, 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
'' 

President-Charles B. Hazeltine. 

Treasurer and Clerk of C01poration-John H. Quimby. 
Proper address of the Company, Belfast & l\foosehead 

Lake Railroad Company, Belfast, Me. 

BOSTON & MAINE RAILROAD. 

From Portland, Maine, to Boston, Mass., 116 miles-44 
miles in Maine. 

Directors-George C. Lord, Newton, Mass. 
* Nathaniel G. ,vhite, Lawrence, Mass. 

Samuel C. Lawrence, Medford, Mass. 
Amos Paul, So. Newmarket, N. H. 
Richard Olney, Boston, Mass. 
Frank Jones, Portsmouth, N. H. 
"William S. Stevens, Dover, N. H. 
Nathaniel J. Bradlee, Boston, Mass. 
James R. Nichols, Haverhill, Mass. 
Joseph S. Ricker, Deering, Me. 

That portion of the road within the limits of this State 
extends from Portland to the State line between Maine and 

*Deceased. 
' 2 
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New Hampshire, at Salmon Fal1s. This road 1s in excel

lent condition thrnughout its entire length. With the excep

tion of the pile bridges at Portland and Scarboro' marshes, 

which are good and substantial, and the lattice bridge at 

Salmon Falls, the bridges are constructed of iron, of the 

most approved designs for strength and durability, and 

it is undel'stoud that the last-named bridge will soon give 

place to an iron structure. Among the changes and im

provements ma<le the pnst season is the hnilcling of a large 

addition to the old Eastern Railroad station at Portland, thus 

enabling the trnins on both divisions of the Boston & Maine, 

Maine Central and Ogdensburg roads, to arrive at and depart 

from the snme station, and this involved the laying of exten

sive platforms, tracks, &c. At Old 0l'chard the grounds 

about the station have been greatly improved by filling the 

vacant space between the station and the Sea Shore House, 

sodding it over and inclosing it with a grnnite retaining wall, 

upon which an appropriate fence is to be built. At Bidde

fol'd an iron overhead bridge has been erceted, and additions 

made to the station bnilclings at Kennebunk and North Ber

wick. The entire location between the fences is cleared of 

trees, bushes and rubbish, giving the appearance of a neatly

kept field or yard. Great care is taken to keep the station 

buildings along the line in a neat and comfortable condition 

jn every r<>spect. The rolling stock is in excellent condition. 

Pre.-;iclent-George C. Lord, Newton. Mass. 

Gen. _Jf<mager-James T. Furber, Lawrence, }Hass. 

Superintendents-"\Vil liam Merritt, Jr., ,v estern Division, 

Boston, Mass.; Daniel "\V. Sanborn, Eastern Division, Port

land, Me.; John ~r. Sanborn, :Northern Division, \Yolfhoro, 

Mass.; Charles Howard, \Vor. and R. Division, vVoreester, 

Mass. 

Gen. Freight Agent-\V. J. C. Kenney, Danvers, Mass. 

Gen. Passenger Agent-D. J. Flanders, Malden, Mass. 

Auditor-William J. Hobbs, Malden, Mass. 

T1·easurer-Amos Blanchard, Lowell, Mass. 
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Clerk of Oorporation-Chauncy P. Judd, Reading, Mass. 

Proper address of Company, Boston & Maine Railroad 

Company, Boston, Mass. 

BRIDGTON & SACO RIVER RAILROAD. 

From Bridgton to a junction with Portland & Ogdensburg 

Railroad at Hiram; gauge, 2 feet; 15 5-10 miles. 

Directors-William F. Perry, Bridgton, :i\faine. 

·William A. Stevens, " " 

A. H. Burnham, " " 
John W. Fowler, 

Darwin Ingalh,, 

Samuel S. Fuller, 

" 
" 
" 

Edwin Ingalls, " 
A. Jones, Hiram, Maine. 

" 
'' 
" 
" 

* Owen B. Gibbs, Ne-w York, N. Y. 

This road is maintained and managed with great f'conomy 
and care. The road is well ballasted and dr,tined, the tr:wk 

in good surface and alignment, and rides remarkably well. 

At our examination in the spring, we suggested that the high 
trestle bridge near Hirnm Junction should be strengthened. 
This has been clone, and the bridges and water-ways are now 
in very good condition. The station buildings and cars are 

kqlt very clean and comfortable. The business of the ruad 
has hugely increased the past season, presenting tt flattering 

prnspect for the future. 
Pre8ident-Willinm F. Perry, Bridgton. 

Superintendent, Uen. Pass. and Frei,qht Agent and Clerk 
of Oorpomtion-'-T. A. Bennett, Bridgton. 

Treasurer-P. P. Burnham. 

Proper address of the Company, Bridgton & Snco Rive:r 

Rnilroad Company, Bridgton, Maine. 

"'Deceased 
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EASTERN MAINE RAILROAD. 

From Bangor to Bucksport, 18 8-10 miles. 

Directors-Eugene Hale, Ellsworth, Maine. 
L. A. Emery, " " 
J. R. Bodwell, Hallowell, H 

S. D. Bailey, Bath, " 
M. Sumner, Rockland, " 
Davis Tillson, " " 
G. "\V. Kimball, " " 

This road is leased to the Maine Central Railroad Company 
and operated by them. · The road is in fair condition hut needs 
ballast, and some new iron and ties. The bridges are in good 
order, and the station buildings at Brewer and Bucksport 
convenient and comfortable. The trains of this road arrive 
and depart from the Maine Central station at Bangor. 

President-Eugene Hale. Ellsworth, Me. 
Vice President and Treasurer-G. W. Kimball, Rockland, 

Me. 
Clerk of Oorporation-L. A. Emery, Ellsworth, Me. 

Proper address of Company, Eastern Maine Railroad Com
pany, Rockland, Me. 

EUROPEAN & NORTH AMERICAN RAILWAY. 

From Bangor to State line at St. Croix River, Vanceboro. 
114 2-10 miles. 

Directors-Noah ,v oods, Bangor, Maine. 

Sprague Adams, " 
Samuel H. Blake, " 
Charles T. Bragg, 
Nathan C. Ayer, 

" 
" 

Isaac Strickland, 
Franklin A. Wilson, " 
Thomas J. Stewart, " 
Charles P. Stetson, 

" 

" 
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This road forms an important part of the Maine Central 

system. The track is laid with steel rails, and during the 

past year a large amount of ballast has been put under it 
and the ditches and drains well cleared. New f-itone abut
ments have been built at Olamon Stream anJ an iron bridge 

placed upon them. At Oldtown the station building has been 
rebuilt and enlarged, a new tank house at South Lincoln, and 
an extensive coal shed at Vanceboro. Other new bridges are 
in process of erection, at Orono and Oldtown. The passenger 

stations are generally convenient and comfortable, that at 
Vanceboro is particularly so. The road taken as a whole is 

in excellent condition. 

President-Noah vVoods, Bangor, Me., or Princeton, N. J. 

Treasure1·-Albert T. Thompson, Bangor, Me. 
Clerk of Corporation-Charles P. Stetson, Bangor, :Me. 

Proper address of the Company, European & North 
American Railway, Bangor, Me. 

FRANKLIN & :MEGANTIC RAILROAD. 

From Strong to Kingfield, 15 miles. Gauge, 2 feet. 

Directors-Samuel W. Sargent, Boston, Mnss. 

V. B. Mead, " " 
N. B. Bryant, '' 
Philip H. Stubbs, Strong, Me. 

Jeremy W. Porter, " " 
John Winter, Kingfield, 
'\V. S. Heath, Salem, 

" 

" 

This road is for the most part in fair condition, hut more 
ballast is needed on portions of the road-bed, and the track 

needs lining and surfacing at different points along the line; 

hnt as the manager informed us that it was his intention to 
put 011 more ballast and align the track during the fall, we 
assume that it hag been done before this time. A brunch 

traek, about one and a half miles in length, has been built 
from a point on this line near Oliver's Mills, to a new and 
extensive saw mill recently erected on the south bank of the 
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Carnbassett River, and contracts have already been made for 

the transportation of a large amount of lumber over this 

road. The road ha8 been operated ~mfoly, without injury to 

persons or property. 

President-Samuel vV. Sargent, 7 Kilby Street, Boston, 

Mass. 
Gen. 11:fan. and Trea.m1'e1·-Philip H. Stubbs, Strong, Me. 
Ass't Supt., Gen. Freight and Pass. Ag't-Charles P. 

Bryant, Strong, Me. 

Cashier and Clerk of Corpomtion-W. Fred P. Fogg, 

Strong, Me. 

Purchasing Agent-V. B. Mead, 35 North Market Street, 

Boston, Mass. 

Prnper address of the Company, Franklin & Megantic Rail

road Company, Strong, Franklin County, Me. 

GREEN 1VloUNTAIN RAIL,YAY. 

From Eagle Lake, Mount D(•8ert, to the summit of Green 

Mountain, six thousand feet in length. 
At our examination of this road last June we found it in good 

repair, and safe for the pa~sage of trains over it. This road is 
operated only during the sen:-;011 of pleasure travel, in the months 

of June. July, Augtrnt, and a part of September. .A. ride from 
Bar Harbor, by carriage to Engle Lake, thence by steamboat to 
the station of the Green Mountain Rail way, and from there 

by cars to the mountain summit, has become one of the prin

cipal attractions at this famous watering place. The road is 

well built and operated with great care. No accident has 
ever occurred, and it is gaining in popularity and increasing 

its business every season. 

Directors-Thomas J. Stewart, Bangor. 

Chns. V. Lord, " 
Frank '\V. Cram, 

Eugene M. Hersey, 

Francis H. Clergue, 

" 
" 
" 
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President-Thomas J. Stew:ut, B.rngor. 

Gen. 1l1an. and Treasu1'er-F. H. Clergne, Bangor. 
Superintendent and Gen. Pass. Agent-Harry D. Stewart, 

Bangor. 

Proper address of the Company, Green Mountain Railway, 

Bangor, Me. 

HOULTON BuANCH OF NEW BrrnNSWICK RAILWAY. 

From Debee Junction, N. B., to Houlton, l\laine, 8 miles 

-3 miles in Maine. 

This road is now in excellent condition. During the past 

season the track hns heen rc-laicl with stP,el mils throughout its 

entire length, all defr~ctivc ties, cattle guards, culverts, frogs 

and switche~ renewed, t1rn road ,veil ballasted, and fenced. 

Houlton is the largest and most important town in Aroos

took County. It is the central point for the business of the 

county, and is increasing in wealth and population every 
year, and the branch road to Debee Junction gives it a con

nection with the entire rnilroacl systems of :Maine and New 

Brunswick, nncl makes it the great distributing point for a 

large section of country. 

F. vV. Cram, General J.\fonag<'r, St. John, N. Il . 
. John Stewart, Superintendent, \Yoocbtoek, N. B. 

Alfred Seeley, Treasurer, St. John, N. B. 
J. F. Leavitt, Gen. Pa::;s. and Tieket Agent, St. John, N. Il. 

KNOX & LINCOLN RAILROAD. 

From Bath to Rockland, 49 miles. 

Directo1·s-John T. Beny, Rockland, Maine. 

Francis Cobb, " 
George lV. Kimball, " 
E. K. O'Brien, Thoma~ton, 

E. 0. Clark, vYaldoboro', 

" 
" ,, 

" 
D. \iV. Clrnpman, Damariscotta, Maine. 

* Edwin Flye, Newcastle, " 

"' Deceased July 12, 1886. 
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Henry Ingalls, "\Viscasset, Maine. 

John G. Richardson, Bath, " 

John R. Kelley, " " 

Thomas vV. Hyde, " " 
The Commissioners are happy to report that the changes 

and improvements, commenced on this road several years 

since, have been continued the past season. A very superiol' 

stone culvert hns been built at the Dyke Bridge (so-called) 

and an embankment mnde over it, in place of the long pile 

bridge, which has been the occasion of care and trouble for 

several years. At Nichols River, between vYiscassct and 

Newcastle, a large portiou of the long pile bridge has been 

filled, and a pcrmament embankment made, reducing the leugth 

of the bridge to about 100 feet. Se,·eral other bridges have 

been fully repaired. Eight thousand cedar cross-tics, and 

300 tons of iron have been laid in the track, and a consid

erable amount of ballast put under it. ]Huch attention has 

been given to ditching and draining, and we think that the 
rnad is in a safe and better coudition ut the present time than 

ever before. The fences have been repaired and abou(8! 

miles of wire fence built. The station buildings are in good 
condition. The ferry-hont has been strengthened and re

paired. Some additions have been made to the rolling stock, 
made necessary by the burning of passenger and freight car::; 

at Rockland. The extension of the line to a point nearer tho 

center of business at Rockland has been accompfo,hed and 

must result in great benefit to the road. No accident has 

occurred to passengers or employcs during the past year. 

The road has been well mnnnged, and trains run with regu

larity and promptness. 

John T. Berry, President, Rockland, .Maine. 

J. G. Richantson, Clerk, Buth, " 

F. H. Low, Treasurer, " " 
vV. L. \Vhite, S11perintendent, Bath, 0 

Wm. B. Ludwig, Road-Master, Waldoboro', Maine. 
,vm. A. Field, Master Machinist, Buth, ~, 

Charles L. Turner, Master Car Builder, Bath, " 
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Proper address of Company, Knox & Lincoln Railroad 
Company, Bath, Me. 

KENNEBUNK & KENNEBUNKPORT RAILROAD. 

From junction with Boi:;;ton & Maine Railroad at Kennebunk 
station to Kennebunkport, 4 5-10 miles. 

Directors-Ed ward P. Burnham, Roxbury, Muss. 
Moses C. Maling, Kennebunk, Maine. 
Harrison J. Libbey, Portland, " 
James G. Cousins, Kennebunk, '' 
Hartley Lord, " " 
Joseph A. Titcomb, Kennebunkport, Maine. 
Charles E. Perkins, " " 

This road is leased to the Boston & Maine Railroad, and is 
operated by that company. The road is in very good condi
tion, and during the past season has not required or received 
more than the ordinary repairs usual upon all railroads. 
Kennebunkport is growing in popularity every year as a 

desirable and attractive summer resort, and the road is 
receiving benefit from the increase of travel. No accidents 
have occurred. 

Pre8ident-Edward P. Burnham, Roxbury, Muss. 
1'1-easurer-Edward C. Mnling, Kennebunk, Maine. 
Clerk of Corporation-Edward E. Bourne, Kennebunk, 

Mnine. 

Proper ndd1·ess of the Company, Kennebunk & Kenne
lnmkpurt Railroad Company, Kennebunk, Maine. 
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LEWISTON & AUBURN Bl{ANCH RAILROAD. 

From Lewiston to a junction with the Grand Trunk Rail
way, 5 5-10 miles. 

Directors-D. Cowan, Lewiston. 

F. 0. Parker, " 

R. C. Pennell, " 
A. R. P. Knowlton, Lewiston. 

A. D. Barker, " 
G. ,v. FurlJish, " 
L. vV. Haskell, Auburn. 

H. G. Foss, " 

B. F. Sturgess, '' 

This road i8 leased to the Gran<l Trnnk Railway of Canada, 

and is operated by that company. It is perhaps suflici0nt to 

say that the road is in most excellent condition in every re
spect, and is managed to the entire satisfaction of the general 

public, and the communities it was particularly intended to 
benefit. 

President-D. Cowan, Lewiston. 
1reasure1·-F. vV. Parker, Lewiston. 
Clede of Corporation-R. G. Peunell, Lewi8ton. 

Proper address of the Company, Lewiston & Au ln11·11 Bl' .. tnch 
Railroad Comp:rny, Lewiston, i\fo. 

LEWISTON & AUBURN HoHSE RAILROAD. 

Directors-Frank vV. Dana, Lewiston, Maine. 

J. L. H. Cobb, " " 
H. C. Little, " 
N . .M. Neal, Auburn, 

George C. ·wing, Auburn, 

,J. N. vVood, Lewiston, 

" 
" 
" 
" 

R. C. Pingree, " " 

This road extends along the principal streets of Lelviston 
and Auburn, and to Lake Auburn, about 7 7-10 miles in 

length. It was stated in our report of last year, that the por-
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tion of the road in the streets of' Lewiston and Auburn was in 

good condition, and the division extending to Lake Aubum was 

not so good and needed repairs. At our examination, this 

year, we found that much improvement had been made and the 

entire road was in good condition. 

The horses are well stabled and fed, and we should judge 

treated with kindness and care, a::; all of them appeared to he 

in good condition. The cars and other equipments are in 
good condition. The business of the road has largely 

increased and presents a satisfactory result for the past season. 

President and General Afanager-Frank vV. Dana, Lewis

ton. 
S11perintendent-J. E. Fairbanks, Lewiston. 

Treasitrer and Clerk of Corporation-C. C. Corbett, Lew .. 

is ton. 

Proper address of Company, Lewiston & Auburn Horse 

Railroad Company, Lewiston, Maine. 

CONSOLIDATED MAINE CENTRAL AND ITS BRANCHES AND 

LEASED LINES. 

Total number of miles opernted, 535. 

Dfrectors-Arthur Sewall, Bath, Maine. 

Thomas W. Hyde, " " 
William G. Davis, Portland, l\Iaine. 
H. N. ,Jose, " 
J. S. Rieker, Deering, 
John 'Ware, Waterville, 

Darius Alden, Augusta, 

Francis vV. Hill, Exeter, 

" 
" 
" 

Frank Jones, Portsmouth, N. H. 
Amos Paul, South Newmarket, N. H. 

Geo. C. Lord, Newton, Mass. 

Nathaniel J. Bradlee, Boston, Mass. 

Samuel C. Lawrence, Medford, Mass. 

As stated above the total length of line included in the 
Maine Central system is 535 miles. This includes the steam 
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ferry between the terminus of the -:\It. Desert Branch nnd 

Bar Harbor. The roads included in this system are the Port

lnncl & Kennebec, from Portland to Augusta; the Somerset 

& Kennebec, from Augusta to Skowhegan; Penobscot & 
Kennebec, from vVaterville to Bangor; European & North 

Amcri<::rn, from Bangor to Vanceboro; Androscoggin & 
Kennebec, from Cumberland Jnuetion via. Lewiston to \Va

terville; Bath Branch, Bath to Bnrnswick; Androscoggin 

Railrnad, from Brum,wick to Leeds ,Junction with branch 

from Crowley's to Lewiston; Leeds & Farmington Railroad, 

from Leeds ,Junction to Farmington; Belfast & Moosehcad 

Lake Brandi, from Burnham to Belfa~t; Newport & Dexter 

Brunch, frmn Newport to Dexter; Eastern Maine, from Ban

gor to Buck~port; .Mnine Shore Line, from Bangor to Mt. 
Desert ; Sti 11 water Branch, from Orono to mills at Still water 
-:tll tbese together making the total number of miles above 

mentioned. Many very important improvements and nd<li
tions have been made during the past year at different points 
on the main line and lmmd1es. 

The following-u:1med bridges have been built since the date 

of our last report. At Royal's Riyer, near Yarmouth Junction, 

new abutments have been built, and a new iron deck bridge 

of 80 feet span has taken the place of the old wooden 
strudu1·e. At Augusta the old iron bridge over the Kenne

bec River bas been removed, and a new irnn bridge of :rnperior 

design and construction has taken its place. The irnn columns 

on top of the piers, used ns supports for the old bridge, have 

been removed and the piers built up with masonry. The iron 

span over \Yater street, Augusta, hus been replaced hy an 

iron plate girder bridge. The trestle at the Bleachery Bridge 

on the Lewiston Branch has be~m rehuilt. The hridge ove1· 

the Little Androscoggin, between Lewiston and Danville 

Junction, has been extensively repnircd, also those over the 

Androscoggin at Topsham, the Kennebec at \Vaterville, 

Sandy River at Farmington and the Penobscot at Bangor. 

:Many other bridges of minor importance have received neces
sary repairs. 
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At Vassalboro' the station buildings have been removed from 
the west side of the track to the east side, thus dorng away 
with the necessity of passengers crossing the track to reach 
the station, and avoiding danger from this source. Between 
Westbrook Junction and Cumberland Junction, the culverts 
and cattle guards have been lengthened, and the ledge cut 
near Westbrook Junction widened with a view of extending 
a double track to Cumberland Junction. Some of the culverts 
and cattle passes at different points along the line have been 
rebuilt, and others received necessary repairs. At Portland 
a new engine house and offices for the foremen of the shops 
have been built. The station at Congress Street has been 
enlarged and otherwise improved. At Gardiner the passen
ger station has been moved back from the track and improved 
in many other respects. A new freight-house has been built 
at Vassalboro', new passenger stations have been built 
at Danville Junction and Annahessacook, on the main line 
from Cumberland Junction via. Lewiston to ·waterville, also 
at Newport and Corinna on the Newport & Dexter Branch. 
At Oldtown, on the European & North American Division, 
the passenger station has been enlarged :m<l greatly improved. 

The engine house at ,v aterville has been enlarged by the 
addition of eight stalls. At Lake House, on the Maine Shore 
Line, a station room and platform has been built, and at Ells
worth Falls a new freight house has been built. At Mt. Desert 
Ferry improvement has been made by lengthening the awning 
and moving the Agent's office. New tank houses have been 
built at Etna and South Lincoln, and extensive coal sheds at 
Waterville and Bangor. Fourteen new crossing gates have 
been erected at different points on the line, among which is 
Congress Street, Port1:rncl, others at Hallowell, Augusta and 
Bangor. A little more than 1046 tons of steel rails, about 
495 tons of iron rails, 183,269 cross-ties have been laid in 
the track the past season, and about 38 miles of track bal
lasted. Over 12,000 rods of fence have been built the past 
season, a large proportion of which is barbed wire; 1630 
rods length of old fence have been repaired. 
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The main lines of the Maine Central road are in excellent 

condition·in every re:,;;pect. The branch from Bath to Lewis

ton compares very favorably with the main line. From Crow

ley's Junction to Leeds Junction, the road is much improved, 

and is in fair condition. From Leeds Junction to Farmingtor. 

in good <1ondition. The road from ·watervillc to Skowhegan 

is in fair order, hut needs new steel rails over a large portion 

of it. The B9lfast Branch is in fair condition, but neecl:5 some 
new rails and ties in the track, and more ballast. The bridges 

are in good order. The Newport and Dexter Branch has been 

somewhat improved, hut needs new rails in the track and more 

ballast. The branch from Bangor to Bucksport is in fair con
dition, but also needs new rails and more ballast. The Mt. 

Desert Branch, from Bangor to 1\1 t. Desert Ferry, is in very 

good com1ition throughout its entire length. The stations on 

the main lines and branches nre (with few exceptions) in good 

order, convellient, and kept clean and comfortable. The roll

ing stock i8 for the most part in excellent condition; the 
passt>nger cars arc first-class in every respect :md ndditions 
and improvements are constantly being made, rrs the service 
requires. 

From the foregoing statements it will be seen that a vast 
amount of labor and material is required ench yea1· to main

tain this system of railroads, and keep it up to the high stand
ard of safdy and convenience which it hns been the aim of 
the man:1gement to establish and perpetuate. 

Arthur Sewall, President, Bath, :Maine. 

Payson Tucker, Vice President and General Mannger, 

Portland, Maine. 

Josiah H. Drummond, Clerk, Portland, Maine. 

J. A. Linscott, Treasurer, ,, 
" 

George York, Auditor, " " 
Fred E. Boothby, Gen. Ticket Agent, Portland, Maine. 
vV. S. Eaton, Gen. Freight Agent, " ., 

"\Y. A. Allen, Chief Engineer, H " 

Amos Pilb,hury, Ma::;ter Mechanic, ·w aterville, " 
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Proper address of Company, Maine Central Railroad Com

pany, Portland, Maine. 

MAINE SHORE LINE. 

From Bangor to Mt. Desert Ferry, 41 z miles, including 

Ferry to Bnr Barbor, 49! miles. Leased to and operated hy 

Maine Centhd Railroad Company. Items of repairs, im

provements, &c., included in our report of Maine Central 
Railroad. 

Directors-Joseph N. Green, Bangor, Maine. 

Lucilius A. Emery, Ellsworth, Maine. 

Samuel D. Leavitt. Eastport, " 
James R. Talbot, East Machias, " 

Samuel N. Campbell, Cherryfield, Maine. 
President-,ToHeph N. Green, Bangor, Maine. 

Treasw·er-Hannibal E. Hamlin, Ellsworth, :Maine. 

Cler,'i; of 001:poration - Lucilius A. Emery, Ellsworth, 

Maine. 

Prnper address of the Company, Maine Shore Railroad 

Company, Ellsworth, Hancock County, Maine. 

MONSON RAILROAD. 

From station of Bangor & Piscataquis Railroad at Abbott 
to Monson, 6 miles; gauge, 2 feet. 

Dfrectors-H. A. Whitney, Wilton, N. H. 
,T. F. Kimhnll, Lowell, Mass. 
G. A. Matthews, Monson, Maine. 

A. vV. Chapin, " " 
J. F. Sprague, 
G. F. Jack!':ion, 

" " 
" 

G. S. C11shi1Jg, Lowell, Mass. 

This road has been maintained in good condition and has 

been operated without accident to persons or property. The 

principal business of the road is the transportation of slate 
from the quarries at Monson to the Bangor & Piscataquis 
road, but regular passenger train$ are run. The village of 
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Monson is a favorite resort for tourists and sportsmen. The 
road is well patronized during the sporting and pleasure 
seasons. 

President-H. A. Whitney, Wilton, N. H. 
Vice President-J. F. Kimball, Lowell, Mass. 
Gen. Afanager-G. A. Matthews, Monson, Me. 
Superintendent-G. F. Jackson, " " 
Gen. Passenger and Freight Agent-J. B. Matthews, Port

land, Me. 
Treasurer and Clerk. of Corporation -J. A. Kimball, 

Lowell, Mass. 

Proper address of the Company, Monson Railroad Com
pany, Monson, Me. 

NORWAY BRANCH RAILROAD. 

From station of Grand Trunk Railway at South Paris to 
village of Norway, 1 5-10 miles. 

Directors-George L. Beal, Norway, Maine. 

Cyrus S. Tucker, " " 
Benjamin Tucker, " " 

This road is in excellent condition. The road-bed is well 
graded and drained. A new bridge has been built near 
Norway Village. The station buildings at Norway are con
venient and kept in good order. The road is leased to the 
Grand Trunk Railway Company and is operated in connec
tion with that railway. 

George L. Beal, President, Norway, Maine. 
Howard D. Smith, Treasurer, " " 
Freeland Howe, Clerk of Corporation, Norway, Maine. 

Proper address of Company, Norway Branch Railroad, 
Norway, Me. 
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DEXTER & NEWPORT RAILROAD. 

From Newport to Dexter, 14. miles. 

Directors-Charles Shaw, Dexter, Maine. 
George Hamilton, Dexter, Maine. 
A. F. Bradbury, " " 
Nathaniel Dustin, " " 
George A. Abbott, " " 
E. P. Burrill, Corinna, " 
vV. W. Harris, Portland, " 

This road is leased to, and managed by the Maine Central 
Railrond Company. 

President--Charles Shaw, Dexter, Maine. 
1 reasurer-George Hamilton, Dexter, Maine. 
Clerk of Corporation-Josiah Crosby, Dexter, Maine. 

Proper address of the Company, Dexter and Newport 
Railroad Company, Dexter, Maine. 

ORCHARD BEACH RAILROAD. 

From station of the Boston & Maine Railroad at Old Orch
ard, to the mouth of Saco River, 3 miles. 

Directors-George C. Lord, Newton, Mass. 
*N. G. White, Lawrence, " 
Nathaniel J. Bradlee, Boston, Mass. 
James R. Nichols, Haverhill, " 
Amos Paul, South Newmarket, N. H. 
William 8. Stevens, D()ver, 
Joseph S. Ricker, Deering, Me. 

'' 

This road is operated only during the summer months. It 
is built along the beach and furnishes a convenient line of 
travel to the people who occupy cottages upon the shore, also 
furnishes an attractive and pleasant ride for the summer vis-

•Deceased. 
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Hors at Old Orchard. The road is in good condition and is 
safely and prudently managed. 

President-George C. Lord, Newton, Mnss. 
General Manager-James T. Furber, Lawrence, l\foss. 
General Passenger Agent-D. J. Flanders, Malden, Mass. 
Treasurer-Amos Blanchard, Lowell, Mass. 
Clerk of Corporation-George F. Culef, Saco, Maine. 

Proper address of the Company, Orchard Beach Railroad 
Com puny, Boston, Mass. 

OCEAN STREET HORSE RAILROAD. 

From Portland Horse Railroad at W ooclford's, along Ocean 
Street, 1 5-10 miles. 

This road is len~ed to the Portland Horse Railroad Com
pany and operated by them. The track is not in so good 
order as the mnin line of the Portland Horse Railroad, but 
we look for improvement the coming set1son. 

PORTLAND HORSE RAILROAD. 

Along the principal streets of Portland, and from Portland 
through the town of Deering to Steven\; Plains in the town 
of West brook, 7i miles in length. 

Direclo1's-H. J. Libbey, Portland, Maine. 
H. L. Hal't, " " 
Charles Forbes, " " 

"r· R. "\Vood, " " 
H. L. Wheeler, Deering, " 

\Ye have made u very thorough inspection of this road and 
its equipment, and found the truck, road-way, cars and horses 
in very good condition. Tbe cars are kept neat and comfort
able, :111d the horst's are treated kindly, well fed, and have 
warm nn<l well arrnnged stables. The employes are polite 
and attentive to passengers. The road is well managed in 
every respect. 
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President-H. J. Libbey, Portland, Maine. 

Gen. 1.lfanager, Treasurer and Clerk-E. A. Newman, 

Portland, Maine. 

Prnper nddress of the Company, Portland Railroad Com

pany, 484 Congress Street, Portland, Maine. 

PORTLAND & OGDENSBURG RAILROAD. 

From Portland, :Maine, to Lunenburg, New Hampshire, 110 

miles-51 miles in Maine. 

Dfrectors-Samuel J. Anderson, Portland, Maine. 

vV. F. Milliken, " " 
F. N. Dow, " " 
Sidney W. Thaxter, " " 
II. N. Jose, " " 
Francis Fessenden " . ' 
S. R. Small, " " 
Charles J. Chapman, " " 
W. F. W ooclbury, " " 
C. H. Amsden, Concord, N. H. 

Thi::,; road continues in the same good condition as stated in 

our report of Inst year ( with the exception of the two bridges 

over the Prcsumpscot River which have not been rebuilt as it 

was hoped they would be before this time.) The road-bed 

has been widened and improved at sever:ll points and grade 

i;ummits reduced at othet· places along the road. About 25,000 
cro:::;s-ties have been laid in the track and a considerable amount 

of hallast put unde1· it. Many of the culverts have been re

paired, and new timbers put upon culverts nnd cattle passes 

wherevel' needed. \Vhcn the bridges referred to above have 

been rebuilt, the entire roa<l from Portlnnd to the State line 

will he in very good condition. The rolling stock is- in good 

order, but the freight traffic is increasing so largely that ad

ditional cars and engines will be requirnd very soon. The 

track is laid throughout the entire length of the road with 

r--teel rails, and rides well. The road is constantly improving 

in both its general condition and business. The station build-
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ings along tlJe line are in good order and large additions have 
h8en made to the side tracks to better :wcommodate the in
creasing traffic. 

Receiver and President-S. J. Anderson, Portland, l\Ie. 
Superintendent-Jonas Hamilton, " " 
Gen. Freight Agent-Walter Tolman, " " 
Gen. Passenger Agent-Charles H. Foye, " " 
Treasw·er-John vV. Dana, " " 
Chief Engineer-John F. Anderson, " " 
Proper address of the Company, Portland & Ogdensburg 

Railroad Company, Portland, Me. 

PORTLAND & ROCHESTER RAILROAD. 

From Portland to Rochester, New Hampshire, 52 miles-
49 5-l O miles in Maine. 

Directors-George P. "\Vescott, Portland, Maine. 
Nathan Webb, " '' 
,villiam L. Putnam, 
Charles McCarthy, 

" 
" 

" 
'' 

Stephen J. Young, Brunswick, " 
Joseph S. Ricker, Deering, 
Arthur Sewall, Bath, 
George C. Lord, Newton, Mass. 
Richard Olney, Boston, " 

" 
" 

Never, since the construction of the Portland & Ror.hester 
Railroad, have the road-bed and bridges ( with one exception), 
track and stations been in so good condition, or the improve
ments more marked, than during the pust season. The road 
compares very favorably with the best railroads in the State. 
The track is laid with steel rails the entire length of the road, 
seven hundred tons of which have been laid this year; 19,400 
cedar ties have been laid in the track and a considerable 
amount of ballast. A fill of 2700 yards of earth has been 
made at Saccarappa for a new side track. At Pitt Street 
Bridge, Deering, the grade of the road has been lowered 2 
feet, and the material taken from it (earth and ledge), used 
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in repairing the marginal way at Portland. An overhead 

bridge is in process of construction at the crossing of Pitt 

Street, Deering, 6080 feet of side trncks have been laid, 

and 65 new steel frogs and 12 iron switches have been made. 

Three cattle passes have been filled up, and one overhead 

bridge taken down. At Lchnnon a new bridge of hnrd pine, 

44-feet spnn, and at Butler MeaJ.ow another of 4 7-feet span, 

have been built-and the abutments of each folly repaired. 

At Carpenter's Brook, the masonry has been repaired, and 

iron beams suhstituted for wooden stringers, and similar 

improvements have been made at the brook near Butler's 

Meadow. At Hamilton's Brook:, the abutments have been 

rebuilt in a substantial manner and the span reduced. The 

bridges built last year, at Little River and Great Brook, have 

been covered in with white pine sheathing, and some repairs 

have been made upon other bridges at l\f onsam and Salmon 

Falls rivers. A new haggnge-room, awning and platform 

have been built at the station in Portland. The paint shop 

has been enlarged :rnd the engine-house repaired. New plat

forms have been huilt at Forest Avenue an<l East Lebanon; 

an iron turn-table hns been placed in the engine-house at Port

land. One new locomotive has been purchased. The pile 

bridge at Alfred should be rebuilt the coming season, and the 

marginal way at Portland should be extensively repaired. 

The passenger cars and locomotives are in good order. "\Ve 

believe that there arc but few railroads in the State that have 

shown a more marked improvement during the last two or 

three years than the Portland & Rochester Railroad, and we 

are glad to know that the increa:::;ed business of the road jus

tifies and sustains the expenditure, and efforts of the officers, 

to make this in every respect a first-class railroad. 

George P. \V escott, President, Portland, Mnine. 

William H. Conant, Treasurer an<l Clerk, Portland, Maine. 

Joseph W. Peters, Superintendent, " " 

Proper nddress of the Company, Portland & Rochester 

Railroad Company, Portland, Maine. 
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PORTLAND, SACO & PORTSMOUTH RAILROAD. 

From Portland, Maine, to Portsmouth, N. H., 51 miles-
50 76-100 miles in Maine. 

Directors-Arthur Sew:111, Bath, Maine. 
Thomas vV. Hyde, Bath, .Maine. 
F. R. Barrett, Portland, " 
Frank Jones, Portsmouth, N. H. 
Samuel C. Lawrence, Medford, Muss. 
\'V. B. Bacon, Boston, " 
James R. Nichols, Haverhill, " 

The Portland, Saco & Portsmouth Railroad i~ leased to the 
Eastern Railroad Company, and now forms a portion of what 
is known as the Eastern Division of the Boston & Maine 
Railrond. The road is in excellent condition, and, during the 
past season, hns required but little more than ordinary repairs . 
.About 7 miles of light steel rails have been replaced in the 
trnck with new 67-pounds-to-the-yard steel. At the Portland 
road crossing, Saco, a new iron road bridge, with stone 
abutments, has been built, doing away with a danger~us 
gmde crossing. :Mnny of the stone culverts along the line 
have been rebuilt. The yard has been remodelled and greatly 
improved. The entire location of the road between the fences 
is cleared of trees, bushes and rubbish, and presents a remark
ably neat and finished appearance. The station buildings are 
neat and comfortable in every respect. 

President-Arthur Sewell, Bath, Mc. 
Treasurer-N. G. Chapin, Brookline, Mass. 
Clerk of Cmporation-F. R. Barrett, Portland, Me. 
Jame8 T. Furber, General Manager, Boston Mass. 
D. W. Sanborn, Superintendent, " " 
H. Bissell, Master Maintenance of '\Vay, Salem, " 

Proper address of the Company, Portland, Saco & Ports
mouth Railroad Company, (N. G. Chapin, Treasurer,) Cause
way Street, Boston, Mass. 



RAILROAD CO}ll\IISSIONERS' REPORT. 39 

PORTSMOUTH, GREAT FALLS & CONWAY RAILROAD. 

From junction with Port1and, Saco & Portsmouth Railroad 

at South Berwick, to North Conway, N. H., 71 37-100 miles 

-2 92-100 miles in ~Iaine. 

Directors-Arthur Sewall, Bath, Me. 
Samuel C. Lawrence, )1e<lford, Mass. 

:Frank Jones, Portsmouth, N. H . 
. John vV. Sanborn, "\Vnkefield, N. H. 
Charles H. Sawyer, Dover, N. H. 

This road continues in good repail' as stated in our report 

of last year. The bridges at the State line between Maine 

and New Hampshire, at Milton, have been entirely rebuilt, 

and are suhstantial stnwtures. The station buildings at 

Conway Junction and Salmon Falls nre in good condition. 

This road forn1s a part of the through li1w from Bo~ton to 

the White Mountains, :rnd connects with the Portland & 
Ogdensburg Railroad at North Co11 way, N. H. 

President-Arthur Sewall, Buth, "Me. 

Treasurer-N. G. Chapin, Brookline. Mass. 
Clerk of Corpomtion-W all ace Hackett, Portsmouth, N. H. 
Proper address of the Company, Portsmouth, Great Falls & 

Conway Railroad, Causeway Street, Boston, Mass. 

RUMFORD FALLS & BUCKFIELD RAILROAD. 

From junction with Grnnd Trunk Railway at Mechanic 

Falls, to Canton, 27 5-10 miles. 

Directors-William L. Putnam, Portland, Maine. 

·wiHiam H. Moulton, 

S. C. Andrews, 

Charles R. Milliken, 

'' 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

George C. ·wing, Auburn, " 

Otis Hayford, Canton, " 

George D. Bisbee, Buckfield, " 

The rebui1ding of this road was commenced in the year 

1881, and has been continued up to the present time. Dur-
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ing the past year 150 tons of new steel rails and 16,366 new 
ties have been laid in the track, and there are now 17 miles of 
steel and 10 5-10 miles of iron rails. The road. bed has been 
largely ballasted, ditched nnd widened, but more ballast is re
quired between Sumner and Canton, and cross-tics at different 
points along the line. The high trestle bridge at Pottle Sfream 
has been reduced in length and rebuilt. Allen and Thompson 
brook bridges have been entirely rebuilt, and Buckfield, Sum
ner, Stillwater aud Buugcrnock bridges fully repaired. Since 
the year 1883, the bridges on this road have been 1·educed in 
length 1,0i!:l feet. The engines and passenger cars are in good 
condition. The road is well managed and no accident has oc
curred to passengers or employes. The business of the road 

is increasing from year to year, and the probable extension of 
the line to Rumford Falls at no distant day will add greatly 
to its traffic and value. 

President-vVilliam L. Putnam, Portland, Maine. 
Vice P1·esident-Otis Hayford, Canton, " 
Superintendent-L. L. Lincoln, " " 
Gen. Pass. Agent ancl Treasurer-B. C. Bradford, Port

land, Mnine. 
Clerk of Corporation-S. C. Andrews, Portltlnd, Maine. 

Proper address of the Company, Rumford Falls & Buck
field Railroad Company, Portlund, Maine. 

SOMERSET RAILROAD. 

From junction with Maine Central Railroad at Oakland to 
North Anson, 25 miles. 

D£1·ectors-R. B. Dunn, vVaterville, Maine. 
John Ayer, O:ikland, " 
Edwin Rowe, Norridgewock, " 
F. vV. Hill, Exeter, " 
'\V. H. Brown, North Anson, " 
Nathan vV cston, Madison, " 
R. H. Dunn, Waterville, " 
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This road continues in very good condition. The track is 
in good surface and alignment, and rides very smoothly. 
The road-bed is wide, well drained and ballasted. The 
bridges are for the most part in good condition. A new 
trestle has been built between Norridgewock and Madison, 
and others have been repaired. The station buildings at 
Norridgewock, Madison Bridge and An:,on are kept in good 
order. Many new cross-ties have been laid in the track. 
Since the building of the woolen mills at Madison Bridge, 
that village has increased very rapidly in population and 
business, which has added largely to the passenger and 
freight traffic over this road, and will undoubtedly continue 
to increase in the future. The road is very prudently and 
safely operated, and no accidents have occurred. The rolling 
stock is in good condition. 

President-John Ayer, Oakland, Maine. 
Superintendent-V'l. M. Ayer, Oakland, Maine. 

Treasurer-A. R. Small, " " 
Olerlc of Oor:poration-Edward Rowe, Norridgewock, Me. 

Proper address of the Company, Somerset Railroad Com-
pany, Oakland, Me. 

ST. CROIX & PENOBSCOT RAILROAD. 

From Calais to Princeton, 22 miles-17 miles in this State; 
5 miles in the Province of New Brunswick. 

Directors-George M. Porter, St. Stephens, N. B. 
Hemy F. Eaton, Milltown, " 
E. A. Barnard, Calais, Maine. 
E. C. Gates, " " 
L. G. Downes, " " 

This road remains in about the same general condition as 
debcribed in our report of last year. Some new steel rails, 
and mnny new cross-ties have been laid in the track, and the 
bridges and water-wnys have been maintained in a safe con
dition. The track needt5 many new rails, cross-ties and ballast. 
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As has been stated before, the principal business of the road 

is transporting lumlwr from the mills nt Milltown and Baring 

to Calnis, and but few passnngers are carried over it. The 

trains are run at a low rate of speed and with great care. No 

accident has occurred during the past year. 

President-George M. Porter, St. Stephens, N. B. 

Superintendent-S. "\V. IIaycock, Calais, Maine. 

General Freight A,qent-,Tohn Lamer, Calais, Maine. 

General Passenger A,qent-H. A. Black, " " 

Trea:,,;u1·er cmd Clerk ~f Corporation-Samuel l31ack, Calais, 

:Maine. 

Proper address of the Company, St. Croix & Penobscot 

Railroad Company, Calais, Maine. 

SANDY RIVER RAlLlWAD. 

From Farmington to Phillips, 18 miles-gauge 2 feet. 

Dfrectors-N. B. Beal, Phillips, Maine. 

Daniel ;vr. Bonney, Farmington, l\foine. 

James H. Bonney, '' 
Joel \Yilhur, Avon, Maine. 

Geo. D. lVillis, Bath, " 

" 

At the time our report of last year was written it was sup

posed that the gauge of this· road was to he changed to the 

standard gauge before another season, hut as this was not 

done it became necessary to make very extensive repairs. 

The road-bed has been straightened and widened, and gra<les 

in many places reduced, the track properly aligned and sur

faced, a large number of new cross-ties have b0,eu laid, and 

the track well ballasted. The long, high trestle bridge at 

Strong has been strengthened, and a ne,v truss bridge built 

at Fairbanks Stream; .500 feet of trestle bridges have been 

filled with earth emb:rnkmcnts with stone huilt under them. 

Many other trestle bridges have received needed repairs. 

The road is now in very good condition. The business 

of the road is constantly incretlSing and will undoubtedly 
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realize in the corning years the.most sanguine anticipations of 
its projectors. The road is very prudently and safely man
aged, and no accidents have occurred. The rolling stock is 
in good condition. 

President and Superintendent-N. B. Beul, Phillips, Me. 
Gen. Frei,(fltt and Passenger Agent and Treasurer-J. E. 

Thompson, Phillips, 1\Ie. 

Olerk of Omporation--D:miel M. Bonney, Farmington, Me. 

Proper address of the Company, Sundy Rivc>r Railroad Com
pany, Phillips, .Me. 

ST. CROIX RAILWAY. 

From Vanceboro to :McAdam Junction, 7 miles-1-2 mile 
in Maine. 

Only the small portion of this road, located in Maine, is 
op8rated and this only us a side track to a mill, hut the track 
in New Brnnswick has not been removed. 

WHITNEYVILL~ & MACHIAS RAIL\VAY. 

From Machiasport to Whitneyville, 7 5-10 miles. 

A roud built exclu8ively for the tr:rnsportation of lumber 
and is not inspected hy us. 

Cornelius Sullivan, Manager and Treasurer. 

Roads in Process of Construction. 

Rockport Railroad, from the village of Rockport to Lime
stone Quarry, 2 5-10 miles. Nearly completed. 

Sebasticook & MoosehcndRailroad, from Pittsfield to Moose
head Lake ; nearly completed from Pittsfield to Hartland, 

8 miles. 

Trains are running from Pittsfield to Hartland at a low 
rate of speed. This portion of the road will be completed in 
the spri1w, and construction of second division, between Hart-o . 
land and Harmony, commenced. 
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Extension of Knox and Lincoln Railroad at Rockland, 1 
mile. Nearly completed. 

Trains are running to new station, near the business centre 
of the city. 

York Harbor & Beach Railroad, from Kittery to York Har
bor, ahout 10 miles. Will be completed the coming summer. 

International Railway, about 18 miles. Nearly completed 

in this State. 

Projected Railroad, from Camden to Rockland, 9 miles. 



ACCIDENTS FOR THE YEAR IN MAINE. 

Atlantic & St. Lawrence. 

August 18, 1885. M. Loftus, passenger, Portland,jumped 
off train while in motion, head injured. 

November 25. G. W. Smith, trespasser, Portland, getting 
on train, leg injured. 

January 17, 1886. J. H. Shaw, engineer, Portland, jump
ing from engine, ankle sprained. 

February 1. F. Getchell, boy, Portland, jumping on train, 
injured. 

March 1. Stephen Lyden, Jno. Chadwick, A. Smith, 
Tho. Kilpatrick, gang working snow-plow, Bethel, plow 
struck a hard snowdrift, all seriously injured. 

March 1. M. D. Martin, fireman, Locke's Mill, plow 
struck a hard snowdrift, killed. 

March 16. True, fireman, Falmouth, side rod of engine 
broke, badly injured. 

March 17. G. L. Smith, brakeman, Lewiston, yard coup
ling, finger injured. 

June 1. M. J. Mullen, brakeman, Yarmouth, yard coup
ling, hand injured. 

June 19. I. )Yade, brakeman, Portland, run over by 
engine, killed. 

Boston & Maine. 

October 27, 1885. Albert Emery, a brakeman, attempted to 
ju mp from the top of a box car on a moving train to the tender 
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of the engine, near Biddeford, and fell under the wheels, re

ceiving iujuries from which he soon afterwards died. 

October 28, 1885. A. M. Jnnkins, n, trespasser on the trnck 

near North Berwick, was strnck by a passing trnin and killed. 

August 14, 188G. James Higgins, a trespasser, walking on 

the track::, near Saco, was struck by a passing train and killed. 

Maine Central. 

October 10, 1885. Horace Goodwin and wife, while dl'iving 

over crossing just east of Clinton Station, were struck by train 

No. 11, and instantly kil1cd. Some men tried to warn Mr. 
Goodwin of danger but he dill not understand. No blame 

attached to train men. 

November 1, 1885. Charles 1\L DaviR, switchman, employed 

in Portland yard, was run over hy two cars and instantly killed. 

He probably missed his hold, but no one saw the ficcident. No 

blame attached to any one. 

November 7, 188:'>. An intoxicated m:rn named "Tm. Taylor, 
of Culnis, Mc., while lying on track in Bangor ynrd, was run 
over by shifting engine and had one leg cut off and collar bone 

broken. 

Decemher 11, 1885. ,vhilc train No. 3~ was taking a car 

at Lincoln, the pin was pulled on tl stock. car, which started 

and run over \Vm. Finson, crushing his leg, :rnd he died from 

his injuries two or three days later. He had been cleaning 

out the car hut no one knew how he came to he under it. 

;Janunry Hi, 1886. Rosamond McPheters, aged 43 years, 

of Orono, while walking beside track near second crossing, 

east of "r ehster Station, was strnck hy engine of Conductor 

Phillips' construction train, nnd received injuries from which 

she died next morning. No blame attached to company or 

emy loye::,. 

March 2, 1886. Daniel P. Edgecomb, 20 yenrs of age, who 

had been employed in restaurant at Bangor, jumped from shift

ing engine to steps of saloon car on morning train in Bangor 
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yard, missed his foothold, fell under car and wns instantly 
killed. Accident the result of his own carelessne8s. 

March 7, 1886. Body of Dana Robinson, 21 years of age, 
at ·waterville, was found on track nenr ,vinslow brick yard, 
having heen run over by one or more trains. vVns known to 
have been intoxicated the night before. Coroner's jury exon
erated company from all blame. 

April 26, 1886. Body identified as that of Patrick Quinn, 
residence unknown, found be:,ide track east of 1'r ehster Sta
tion. Had probably been run over by some train. Coroner's 
jury exonerated company from blame. 

June 17, 1886. A four-years-old son of Charles Prouty, 
while at play on track was struck by train No. 2n, about 25 
rod:, cast of Veazie Station, and received injuries from which 
he died two days later. No blame attached to the company or 
ernployes. 

July 12, 1886. Patrick Sweeny, section-man at vVnterville, 
was instantly killed by being run over by car on si<le track, 
·which was started by other cars in motion. Coroner':::; jury 
exonerated company and ernployes from blame. 

July 6, 1886. Charles Carpenter of Gray, while lying on 
tral'.k asleep, or drunk, about one mile east of Gray station, 
Waf, run over by train No. 34, receiving injuries from which 
he died next day. No blame att:whecl to company or 
employes. 

August 26, 1886. Lawrence J. Garcelon of Fnrmington, 
about 17 years old, fell from Rpecial excursion train between 
Jay Hill Crossing and Jay Bridge and was killed. His 
dead body was found next morning. The verdict of coroner's 
jury attached no blame to company or employes. 

September 23, 1886. Train 131 struck a teum dl'iven by 
Absalom Sites on a crossing one mile west of Brooks, killing 
horse and injuring Sites so he died next day. Sites, who 
belonged in Brooks, was intoxicated and had been warned not 
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to cross ahead of train. Coroner's jury exonerated company 
and employes from any blame. 

Portland & Ogdensburg. 

December 9, 1885. Mickael Caples, Car Inspector's Assist
ant, thrown from car in Portland, from careless handling of 
lumber, and killed. 

March 30, 1886. John McFarline, freight brakeman, hand 
crushed coupling cars at South Windham. 

September 3. "Wilson Chandler, engineer, and Martin Cos
tello, fireman, killed, and Mrs. Taylor, a pa::-;senger, injured by 
train running off an open switch at East Baldwin. 

August 3. Isaiah Ingalls and another, name unknown, 
injured by train at Strondwater Crossing. 

September 13. Joseph Duba, freight brakeman, knee in
jured, coupling cars at Sebago Lake. 

Respectfully submitted. 

A. W. WILDES, State 1-!a!lroad 
JOHN F. ANDERSON,~ . 

D. N. MORTLAND, Oonunu;szoners. 



APPENDIX. 





Decision of the Board of Railroad Commissioners on Peti
tion of the Rockport Railroad Company for Approval of 
Location. 

This case comes before us on petition of the Rockport R·1ilrnad 
Company, a corporation orgauized under the provisions of See. 1, 

Chapter 51, of Revised Statutes, for approval of the location of their 
proposed road, as provided by section 6 of said chapter which prn
vides that "the board of' railroad commissioners shall on presenta
tion of such petition, appoint 9. day for a hearing the1·eon, and the 

petitioners shall give such notice thereof as said board deems reason
able and proper, in order that all persons interested may have an 
opportunity to appear and object thereto. If the board of railrnad 
commissioners, after hearing the petition, approves the prnposed 
location and finds that public convenience requires the constnwtion 
of such road, the corporation ma_y proceed with the construction 
thereof." It appears from the petition and accompanying map of 
the proposed route that said road is to be constructed from the Lime
stone Qnarries at Simonton's Corner, so called, in the town of Cam
den, along the bank of the Goose River Stream, so called, to certain 
lime kilns in Rockport Village in said town, a distance of about three 
miles. It also appears from the articles of association filed and 
approved, and from the testimony adcluced at the hearing, that sairl 
road is to be constructed for public use in the conveyance of property, 
and mainly, for trnnsporting lime rock from the quarries to the kil11:s 
in Rockport, aforesaid; that the petitioners have acquired by pur
chase the right of way from said quarries to the highway leading 
through said village and to a point within a few roods of the kilns 
aforesaid, with the exception of the right to cross highways or town 
ways, as the case may be, at six different places; that f'rnm the point 
above named it is proposed to extend said railroad across the high
way at grade in said village, t9, and along a certain private way, 
leading from said highway by the lime kilns of G. F. Burgess, S. 
E. & H. L. Shepherd, and G. E. Carleton, and as located across 
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lan<l of Geo. "\Y. Spear, Emma Hallowell, Marion Mallard to termi
nus at the shipyard of Carleton, Norwood & Co. 

At the hearing which was held at Rockport on the 10th day of 
,June, A. D 1886, Geo. "\V. Spear, Emma Hallowell, Marion Mal
lard, G. E Carleton and G. F. Burgess, appeared by their attorneys, 
(). G. Ha 11 anci .T. S. Foster, and filed with the Board the following 
objections to the approval of 8aid location : 

1. Because no sufficient notice of the proposed location of said 
railroad has been applierl for or given. 

2. Because no notice has been given that the question of whether 
"public convenience requires the construction of said road" was to 
he collsidered at the hearing. 

3. Because said proposed railroad is not for public use or one 
authorizing the invasion of private property or rights. 

4. Because public convenience does not require the construction 
of said railroad. 

Coullsel for the remonstrants, in an able argument, contended that 
the Board of Commissioners in approving the articles of association 
erred because it did not appear by said articles that said road was 
inlt:.•1Hled for the conveyance of persons and property, but of property 
onl.r, aud was therefore null and void. And also that the enterprise 
was wholly of a private and not a public nature. It was further 
contended that but few individuals engaged in the manufacture of 
lime would be benefitecl by the enterprise, while others, especially 
G. E. Carleton, would be greatly inconvenienced in operating his 
kilns hy rl'ason of the occupancy of said private way by moving 
trains thereon, etc. And that public travel over the highway in the 
village would be greatly impeded thereby. 

As the questions here presented for our consideration are some
what new in this State, and as they are exciting considerable public 
interest, we deem it om· duty to make public our finding and reasons 
therefor. The test here is, Does public convenience require the con
slrnction of this contemplated road? or, in other words, Do the 
public exigences require it to be built and operated? What public 
interests are there to be affected, if any, and what injury will private 
rights suffer if such railroad is built and operated as proposed? The 
testimony of the petitioners and their witnesses tends to show that 
public interests would be subserved in many ways by the building of 
this railroad ; that a large deposit of valuable lime rock on the line 
of this road would be opened, and thus made available which now 



APPENDIX. 53 

cannot be reached by the ordinary modes used for transporting lime 
rock; that by reason of its constrnction, the tendency would be to in
crease the growth of the village, to create new sources of business, to 
enlarge the facilities of the people for doing business and give employ

ment to capital and labor. That the town of Camden would, in a 
great measure, be relieved of a burden of taxation for the repair of 
highways and town ways over which such lime rock is now hauled, 
and by reason of which, said roads are so cnt up that at certain 
seasons of the year they are d:u1gerous and almost impassable. 

There is no rule well definPd as to the power of the government to 
exercise the right of eminent domain that will apply in all cases and 
under all circumstances. As Biglow, C. J q remarked in the opiuion 
in case of Talhnt et al. vs. Hudsou et nls, 1G Gray. 425-·· It l1as 

never been deemed essential that the entire community, 01· any con
siderable portion of it should direetly enjoy or pa1'ticipatu J11 an im
provement or enterprise, in order to constitute a public use, within 
the true meaning of these words as U8ed in the Con:-1titution. Suell 
an interpretation would greatly narrow and cripple the authority of 

the Legislature, so as to deprive it of the puwer of exerting a mat1~rial 

and beneficial influence on the welfare and prn.:;pe1·ity of the State. 
In a hroad and compreheusive view, such as has been heretofore 

taken of the constrnction of this clause of the DeclaratiPn of' Rights, 

everything which tends to enlarge the resolll'ces, increase the indus
trial energies, and promote the productive power of auy considerable 
number of the inhabitants of a section of the State, or which leads 
to the growth of towns and the creation of new somces for the em
ployment of private capital and labor, ill(lireetly contributes to tlie 
general welfare and to the prnsperity of the whole commnuity ." 

·while we might not be willing to apply the above rnle, if any 
considerable number or extent of private iuterests were to be seri
ously affected thereby, we think we may safdy do so in this case, 
knowing as we do, that it' we err, the eomts of the State are open 
to all who may feel aggrievect by our <ledsion. As before state,l, it 
appears that the petitioners have acquired, by pmchasc or otherwhw, 

the right of way from the quarries at Sirnonton's Corner to Commer
cial Street in Rockport Village, except the right to cro-;s the sevPral 
highways and town ways above mentioned, und as to such crossiui 
no objection is made by the officers of' the town or others, provide<l 
such raih'oad is made to cross at grade. That the right of eminent 
domain is to be exercised only in the additional servitude in crossing 
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said highways, and over and along a private way reserved for the use 
of S. E. & H. L. Shepherd, G. E. Carleton, Carleton, Norwood & 

Co. and over their lands, all of whom, we believe, are petitioners, 
with the exception of G. E. Carleton, who, as he states, fears that 
by building and operating a railroad along said way, he may be 
greatly hinrlered, delayed and obstructed in his business in burning 
lime, he being obliged to procure his lime rock off the line of said 
proposed road and to transport it to bis kilns by horse teams. While 
we fulls appreciate the force of the ohjections urged by Mr. Carleton, 
a)1(1 the faet that to him it may appear to be an encroachment upon 
l1is rights by his neighbors for a seemingly private purpose, we 
think the euterprise partakes of a public nature. The relief of 
higlnvass in that vicinity from heavy teaming, the saving to the 
town or large expenditures upon them caused by the transportation 
of lime roc..:k by horse teams, the advaneement of the manufacturing 
interests auc1 the promotion of the productive power of a consider
al,le portion of the inhabitants of that community, seem to us suffi
cient reasons to warrant the additional servitude upon said high
ways a11d the small sa('rifice of private rights, if any there be. 

As we, at a former hearing, have passed upon the sufficiency of 
the Artides of Assoeiation, we do not deem it necessary to say 
moi'e than that, if the statute read, • •for the conveyance of persons 
or property," as suggested by counsel, it would be necessary to 
add the words, "or both," to give the right for both. The strict 
construction so forcibly <lemanded would, without this addition, 
permit but either person or property, as might be petitioned for, 
but not persons and property. ,v e think the words, "persons and 

property," used in the statute, are intended to simply define or 
explain the character of the public use of said railroad, and our 
decision and order is as follows : 

STATE OF MAINE. 

In accordance with the foregoing petition, upon which notice had 
been given, as ordered, the Board of Railroad Commissioners met 
on Thursday, the tenth day of June, A. D. 1886, at ten o'clock in 
the forenoon at the office of S. E. & H. L. Shepherd in said town 
at the time and place designated in said order of notice, and gave a 
hearing thereon to all persons and , parties who appeared for that 
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purpose. And having carefully examined the route of said pro
posed road indicated by the accompanying map, profile, report and 
estimate presented by said petitioners, we hereby certify our approv
al thereof, and that in our judgment the public convenience requires 
the construction of said road as prayed for; except so much of said 
road as laid out over lands of Geo. W. Spear, Emma Hallowell and 
Marion Mallard, and upon condition that the grade line of the 
named private way be maintained upon the same plane as may be 
established for that of the said railroad, where the two coincide 
nearly or are parallel, so that to use the former there shall be no 
more hindrance than is ordinarily caused by the tracks of horse and 
steam railroads in public streets. But said grade must so nearly 
conform to the general elevation of said way as to admit of easy 
use and access to the kilns by horse teams. 

t.TOHN F. ANDERSON, J Railroad 
D. N. MORTLAND, Commissioners, 
A.. W. WILDES, of Maine. 



Decision of Railroad Commissioners in Matter of Sebasti .. 

cook & M oosehead Railroad. 

The petitioners, a corporation duly organized under the laws of 
the State, ask this Board to approve the location of their road, as pro
vided by section 6 of chapter 51 of the Revised Statutes. Under 
the provisions of the above statute, it is made the duty of this Board, 
on presentation of such petition, to appoint a day for a hearing there
on, and such notice thereof as foe Board deems reasonable and 
proper shall be given, in order that all persons interested may have 
an opportunity to appear and object thereto. If at such hearing the 
Board of Commissioners approves the location, and finds that public 
convenience requires the construction of such road, such corporation 
may proceed to construct the same. At a hearing on said petition, 
which was held, after due notice, at Hartland in the county of Somer
set on the 23d day of August, 1886, and from a personal examination 
of the route by the Board of Commissioners, it appeared that the 
petitioners had made a location of their proposed road, from the 
village of Pittsfield, on the line of the Maine Central Railroad, 
through and along the fertile valley of the Sebasticook River to 
and into the village of Hartland, a distance of about eight miles, 
and as located is apparently an easy route to construct and maintain 
a railroad upon. It further appeared from the evidence adduced at 
said hearing that the yearly transportation of freight along the line 
of said route betwe.en Hartland and Pittsfield, by the present modes 
of transportation, amounts to 78,071 tons; that at said village of 
Hartland there is a valuable water power which is now utilized to a 
considerable extent in several important manufactories, among 
which is the vroolen factory of Archibald Linn; that the highway 
leading from Hartland to Pittsfield at certain seasons of the year, 
by reason of heavy teaming and character of the soil, is nearls 
impassable and that by reason of the difficulties thus encountered. 
the average cost of transportation between the above-mentioned 
points, is two dollars per ton. At the aforesaid hearing no objection 
was made to the location of said proposed road except that certain 
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owners of land near the proposed terminus at Pittsfield asked that 
said proposed location be changed so as to avoid crossing certain 
streets and valuable house lots in that vicinity. After a re-examina
tion and inspection of that portion of the location as made, it was 
deemed advisable by us to withhold our approval and to adjourn 
our said hearing, to again meet at the Lancey House in Pittsfield on 

the 13th day of August at 5 o'clock in the afternoon, which we then 

and there did, for the purpose of giving time for the petitioners 
to make a re-survey of that portion of their proposed route, and 
to have any additional evidenee or objections that might be offered 
relating to such changed location. 

At the adjourned hearing which was held at the time and phtee 
above named, it appeared that a material change had been made 
from the line first located in reaching its terminus at the station and 
line of the Maine Central Railroad. The objections to the first loea

tion in that locality had been to a great extent oln·iate<l by the 
change, still new objections were made by Messrs. Conno1· and 
Gonld of Pittsfield on the ground that the amended location an<l 
line is near their buildings, thus subjecting them to inconvenience 
and also to danger from fire, etc. ,Vhile we fully appreciate the 
disadvantages these proprietors may suffer, we are fully convinced 
that this amended and final location is in the right place, all things 
considered. No public enterprise, such as the location and con
struction of a railroad can be accomplished without subjecting some 
individuals to inconvenience and loss for whit:h the law makes ample 
provisions. 

At said adjourned hearing, it was also suggested by those inter
ested that a ehange in the final location of this roacl be made, about 
a mile north of the Pittsfield terminus on lands of Mrs. Parks and 

her son, Mr. B. F. Parks, but after due consideration we cleem such 
proposed change to be uncalled for, for the reason that it would 

throw the line from a quite direet comsc, thereby increasing some
what its length and without affording a corresponding adrnntage to 
the land owners ; entail a considerable increase of expe11se in the 
construction of the railroad, involving a long haul of a larger amount 
of material, and from one end, to form a continuous emh::rnkment, 
while the line as located will now cross a mound of earth so ent by 
the grade line that the excavation and embankment very nearly bal

ance, and the natural surface of the ground conforms much neare1· 

to the required grade. 
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vVe have also duly considered the protests and suggestions made 
by Mrs. vVright of Pittsfield and of Messrs. Pooler, Estes, Dyer, 
Goodrich and others of Palmyra as to said location over their 
lands, but have come to the conclusion that, there, as elsewhere 
throt1ghont, the road is properly located with due regard to the 
rights and privileges of all parties in interest, and after careful con
sideration we issue the following certificate of our approval: 

STATE OF MAINE. 

In accordance with the foregoing petition, upon which notice had 
been given, as ordered, the Board of Railroad Commissioners met 
on Friday, the twenty-third day of July, A. D. 1886, at Hartland, 
in the county of Somerset, at nine c,'clock in the forenoon, at the 
East Somerset Agricultural Society Hall in said town, at the time 
and place designated in said order of notice, and gave a hearing 
thereon to all persons and parties who appeared for that purpose, 
and having carefully examined the route of said proposed road indi
cated by the accompanying map, profile, report and estimate pre
sented by f,aid petitioners. We hereby certify our approval thereof, 
and that in our judgment the public convenience requires the con
struction of said road as prayed for. 

JOHN F. ANDERSON,} Railroad 
A. W. vVnnEs, Commissioners 
D. N. 1\foRTLAND, of Maine. 

August 19, 1886. 



Adjudication and Certificate of R. R. Commissioners on 
Application of the Maine Central Railroad Company. 

The Maine Central Railroad Company, a corporation created 
under the laws of the State of Maine, on the tenth day of July, 
A. D. 1886, made application in writing to us the undersigned, Rail
road Commissioners of said State, in which application the peti
tioners a1lege that "the reasonable accommodation of the traffic 
and appropriate business of said corporation make it necessary that 
said Company shall take and hold, as for public uses, for necessary 
tracks, side tracks, stations, wood sheds, repair shops, and car, 
engine and freight houses, certain described land situate in Water
ville in the County of Kennebec, viz : "Beginning on the westerly 
side of the Kennebec River in the southerly line of the location of 
said :Maine Central Railroad where it crosses the Kennebec River 
from Waterville towards Benton ; thence southerly by said river to 
land said .Maine Central Railroad Company purchased of Samuel 
IL Smith; thence westerly on the northerl)' line of the last-men
tioned land, and said northerly line extended across said Railroad 
to the westerly line of the location thereof; thence southerly on 
said westerly line to land of said Railroad Company, purchased of 
said Samuel K. Smith ; thence westerly on the line of said last
mentioned land to a point fifty feet distant from said westerly line 
at right angles ; thence northerly on a line parallel with, and fifty 
feet distant from, the westerly line of the location of the Maine 
Central Railroad leading to Fairfield, to a point opposite the inter
section of the easterly line of the location of said Railroad leading 
towards Fairfield, with the northwesterly line of the location of said 
Railroad leading toward Benton ; thence easterly through said inter
section to the southerly line of the location of said Railroad leading 
towards Benton, and thence on said southeasterly line as it runs to 
the Kennebec River at the first-mentioned bounds, except so much 
thereof as is covered by the location of said Maine Central Rail
road." And the petitioners further aver in said application, "that 
said Maine Central Railroad Company is the owner of portions 
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of said land, and that it is necessary to take the whole of it 
for the purposes aforesaid, and" that "the other owners do not 
consent thereto and the parties do not agree as to the necessity of 
taking the same for the purposes aforesaid, nor as to the area 
necessary to be taken." 

''That Samuel K. Smith and H. H. Campbell and John Lane, all 
of Waterville, and Frazier Gilman and Ira 1\1. P. Gilman, both of 
Eden, in the county of Lincoln and Territory of Dakota, are the per
sons interested in said lands other than said Maine Central Railroad 
Company." And asking us, the Commissioners aforesaid, to appoint 
a time for a hearing near the premises, and to cause notice thereof to 
be given to all the parties interested as required by law, and view 
the premises at said time and hear the parties and to determine how 
much, if any, of such real estate is necessary for the reasonable 
accommodation of the traffic and appropriate business of said cor
poration, and to make such order as to us might seem proper and 
according to law, all of which appears in said application to which 
this certificate is annexed. 

And on the reception of said application, viz: On the 10th day 
of July, A. D. 1886, we appointed a hearing on said application to 
be held on the 5th day uf August, A. D. 1886, at 10 o'clock A. 1\1., 
at the depot of the Maine Central Railroad Company in said town 
of Waterville, being a place in the vicinity of said premises, and 
made our order directing that notice of the time and place of sairl 
bearing should be given to the parties named in said application, as 
interested, to wit: Samuel K. Smith, H. H. Campbell, John Lane, 
Frazier Gilman and Ira M. P. Gilman, in hand or by leaving at their 
last and usual abode, attested copies of said application and our 
order of notice annexed, at least fourteen days before said time of 
hearing, all of which appears by said application and order to which 
this certificate is annexed. 

VVe hereby certify, that on the fifth day of August, A. D. 1886, 
we met at the time and place appointed in our said order, and it 
having appeared that notice of said hearing had been given as 
ordered, we then and there viewed the premises mentioned and then 
and there gave to all persons and parties interested, who appeared 
for that purpose, a hearing on said application, and after a full hear
ing of all allegations, statements and proofs of the petitioners and 
of the persons mentioned in said application as interested, and all 
others who appeared as such, it appeared to us, and we hereby find, 
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determine and certi(y, that so much of the premises mentioned in 
said application, as is hereinafter definitely described, is necessary 
for the use of said Maine Central Railroad Company, for necessary 
tracks, side tracks, stations, wood sheds, repair shops, and car, engine 
and freight houses, and for the reasonable accommodation of the traffic 
and appropriate business of said corporation, to wit: Beginning on 
the westerly side of the Kennebec River in the southerly line of the 
location of said Maine Central Railroad, where it crosses the Kenne
bec River from Waterville towards Benton : thence southerly by said 
river to land said Maine Central Railroad Company purchased of 
Samuel K. Smith; thence westerly on the northerly line of the last
mentioned land to the easterly line of the location of said Maine 
Central Railroad ; thence northerly and northeasterly on said easterly 
and southeasterly line of the Maine Central Railroad as it runs to 
the Kennebec River at the first-mentioned bound. And it further 
appeared from the evidence adduced at said hearing and we so 
determine that all of the premises above described not owned by 
said Maine Cental Railroad Company is, and was at the time of said 
hearing, and on the day of the date of said application and 
order of notice, owned by Frazier Gilman and Ira M. P. Gilman 
above named, and that they are the persons and parties interested 
therein. And at said hearing it further appeared, and we so 
find and determine that said Maine Central Railroad Company 
and tbe said Frazier Gilman and Ira l\L P. Gilman, or either of 
them, did not agree and had not before the making of said appli
cation, or at any time agreed, as to the necessity therefor, or the 
area necessary to be taken, and that said Frazier Gilman and Ira M. 
P. Gilman, or either of them, did not consent and had not at any 
time consented thereto before the making of said application, though, 
as appears, they had been requested so to do, by said Company, 
before the making of said application. 

We therefore adjuclge and determine that the premises last above 
described in this certificate are necessary for the use of said Railroad 
Corporation for necessary tracks, side tracks, stations, wood sheds, 
repair shops and car, engine and freight houses for the reasonable 
accommodation of the traffic and appropriate business of the Co~
poration and that said premises may be taken and held for the above
men tioned purposes, excepting and excluding therefrom the dwell
ing houses and lots on which the same are situated, viz : Lots num-
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bered 6, 7, 8, 9, 54, 55, 57, 138, 160 and 162, as shown on plan of 
survey made by I. E. Getchell, dated May 17, 1884. 

While a portion of the land described by the petitioners in their 
application, which we do not include in the area named and de
scribed by us as necessary, may, within certain limits, be quite 
necessary for the reasonable accommodation and convenience of 
said corporation, we have not given this matter full consideration 
for the reason that we do not find from the evidence adduced at our 
said hearing that the petitioners had at any time prior to making 
said application, made any effort to purchase the same of parties 
interested. Neither do we find that all parties interested in such 
land have been named in said application. 

We, therefore, do not include such named real estate in this our 
finding which we hereby make as our determination, adjudication 
and certificate of adjudication. 

In witness whereof we, said Railroad Commissioners, in our said 
capacity, have hereunto set our hands this thirteenth day of August, 
A. D. 1886. 

JOHN F. ANDERSON, 5· Railroad 
A. W. WILDES, Commissioners 
D. N. J\foRTLAND, of Maine. 
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( To June 30, 1886. 

Maine Central ...•••.••......••.. 

Maine Shore Line (3) ........... . 

Monson .••.•...•..•••.•.••. , •••• 
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11 
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17 

18 
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.,.~oo ooJ :"1 :,! 
sr.,,sso 001 ml 2·,01 
150,ooo ool - I - , 

3,620, 100 001598, 38711 

390,000 00 239, 239 
, I 

70,000 00 - I 

8,750 001 581 58 

50,000 OOI IOI 3 

- ! - I -
591,357 19 96! 82 

Norway Branch (2) June 30, 1886, 20 

Orchard Beach (4)........... •• • . 21 

Portland & Ogdensburg.. . . • . • • • . . 22 

Portland & Rochester... . . . . . . • . . 23 
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I 1181 
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Rockport .•••• , , ••••. , •• , • • • • • • · · 1 27 
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Somerset ••••••.•••••......•..••• 

St. Croix & Penobscot ........•... 
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Whitneyville & Machias ..•.•..••. 

291. 
30 

31 I 
I 

32 
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Ocean Street (Horse) ( 5) . • . . • .. .. 34 

Portland (Horse) . • • • . . . . . • • • • • • . 35 

69,)00 00 

450,000 00 

100,000 00 

90,300 00 

75 

63 

44 

1571600 ooJ 95 

(1) Leased to New Brunswick Railway Company. 

(2) " Grand Trunk 
(3) " Maine Central Railroad 

(4) " Boston & Maine 
(5) " " Portland (Horse) 

19 

27j 
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27 
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- 37 "i 
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968 03 

912 22 

866 18 
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STATE OF MAINE. 

IN COUNCIL, December 30, lSSo. 

Accepted, and the usual number ordered printed. 

ORAMANDAL SMITH, 
Secretary of State. 




