
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



Public Documents of Maine: 

BEING THE 

ANNUAL REPORTS 

OF THE VARIOUS 

PuOlic Officers an~ Institutions 

FOR THE YEAR 

188 4. 

VOLUME II. 

AUGUSTA: 
SPRAGUE & SON, PRINTERS TO THE STATE. 

188 4. 

' l j 
l 



REPORT OF THE AGENT 

OF THE 

Penobscot Tribe of Indians, 

FOR THE YEAR 

1883. 

AUGUSTA: 
SPRAGUE & SON, PRINTERS TO THE STATE. 

1883. 



STATE OF MAINE. 

IN COUNCIL, December 24, 1883. 

'Received, and 400 copies ordered printed. 

ATTEST:: JOSEPH O. SMITH, Secretary of State. 



REPORT. 

To tlte Honorable the Govemor and Executive Council : 

As required by law, I have the honor to submit the fol
lowing report of the condition of the Penobscot tribe of 
Indians, and expenditures in their behalf as per accompany
ing vouchers, for the year ending December 1, 1883. 

Statement of receipts and expenditures : 

RECEIPTS. 

1883. March, State warrant ...... $2,000.00 
April, " " 2,000.00 
August, " " 1,250.00 
October, " " 1,700.00 

December, '' " 1,414.98 

----
From S. Low rent Mexico Islands, 

'' J. Shedd '' Boom '' 

EXPENDITURES. 

For agriculture ................... . 
goods for annuity ............. . 
bounty on crops ............... . 
schools ..................•.. ; . 
salary of Agent ............... . 

Supt. of farming .....•. 
Governor of tribe ..... . 
Lieut. Governor of tribe 
Priest ............... . 

goods for spring div,idend... . . .. 

$721.01 
1~488.58 

363.20 
599.50 
200.00 
150.00. 

50.001 

30.00 
100.00· 
700.00; 

$8,364.98 

10.00 
2.00 

$8,376.98 
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For support of poor, sick, &c ....... . 2,202.06 
325.83 

70.H5 
1,310.79 

65.36 

medicine and medical attendance. 
burial expenses ............... . 
wood for tribe ................ . 
incidental expenses ............ . 

$8,376.98 

The following statement shows the appropriations for the 
year compared with the amount drawn against the same: 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Olwpte1· 97, page 130, Resolves 1883. 

Amount, interest Indian Trust Fund ............ $4,429. 70 
annuity............................. 1,700.00 
agriculture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 700.00 
bounty on crops. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 450. 00 
schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 600.00 
salary of Agent .....•................ 

Supt. of farming ............ . 
. Governor of tribe ........... . 

Lieut. Governor of tribe ..... . 
Priest ..................... . 

200.00 
150.00 
50.00 
30.00 

100.00 

$8,409.70 
Amount of warrants as above. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,364.98 

Amount unexpended balance in treasury ..... $44.72 

The foregoing statements do not include the distribution 
of shore-rents of 1882 under special act, chapter 267, laws 
of 1873. ' 

The receipts from this source were : 
1883, February. State warrant ....•• 

Balance from last year, 
$1,484.00 

52.25 
-- $1,536.25 
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CONTRA. 

Distribution per capita to members of 
the tribe as per schedule. . . . . . . . . $1,523.80 

Balance to next year.............. 12.45 
$1,536.25 

An appropriation of $300 was made by the last legislature 
''for repairs on chapel in full for the years 1883 nnd 1884," 
which, under all circumstances, it has seemed more desirable 
to expend in 1884 and therefore has not been drawn up to this 
time. 

AGRICULTURE. 

The farm operations of the tribe have been fairly success
ful this year. The products on which bounty has been paid 
are: 

Potatoes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 7 65 bushels. 
Oats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 810 '' 
Wheat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 '' 
Beans ....•...... ·........... 225 

Peas....................... 171 
Vegetables of _all kinds... . . . . . 507 

'' 
" 
" 

As very little farm stock is kept by the tribe there is a 
consequent want of fertilizers to produce satisfactory results. 
The fact also that the larger portion of the active male mem
bers are engaged in driving logs in the spring and early 
summer, and later in the season visit the summer resorts, 
prevents them from undertaking the cultivation of the soil to 
any great extent. Those who remain upon the reservation 
and give their attention to farming, raise good crops and 
generally have more to show for their labor, than those who 
seek a living from other sources. 
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The following members of the tribe deserve special mention 
of their H1ccess this year, as indicated by the amount of crops 
set against their names : 

--~- -~--~~-
"' IP 

"" :0 IP ..., .& .£ d ~ 
~ "' IP "' 

IP 
l-. ..., ..d CIS d bl) 

0 d 
~ 

IP IP IP ae 
~ 0 ~ ~ :> :::::: 

----------- Bush. Bush. Bush. Bush. Bush.
1 
Bush. Tons. 

Stephen Stanislaus... • • . . . . • • • • • • 100 275 75 20 20 20 30 
Joseph Dana.................... 105 40 20 15 3 

· John Attian... .. .... .... .. .. .. .. 220 10 10 6 18 
Frances Andrews . • • • .. • • . . .. .. .. 100 50 10 10 16 
Joseph Nicolar.................. 225 ~O 15 40 175 
Tomekin Ranco ..••••....•••••••• 

1 

200 100 10 25 60 15 
Joseph Francis . . .. .. . . .. . .. • • .. . 150 10 20 25 10 
Newell; Lyon................ .. .. 150 2 1 

SCHOOLS. 

Schools have been taught at the usual places. The money 
appropriated has been fully expended, and the reports from 
the schools indicate a satisfactory progress. On Oldtown 
island the Sisters of Mercy have continued in charge of the 
school and a full year of instruction has been given, for which 
the amount appropriated for that island ($400) has been paid. 

The school authorities of Greenbush and Lincoln have 
drawn upon me for the amounts expended by them and their 
orders have been paid. 

SISTERS OF MERCY. 

This community have added another year to their labors 
with the tribe, with increasingly good results. The moral 
and educational effect of their work is becoming more appar
ent as the years pass by. Among the younger members of 
the tribe, those in the formative period of character, this 
effect is especially noticeable. The prospect that this insti
tution is permanently located in the tribe affords a hopeful 
and encouraging view of their future. 

RELIGIOUS WELFARE. 

An appropriation is annually made for maintaining relig
ious services in the tribe. 
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Rev. F. X. Trudel, the parish priest of Oldtown and 
vicinity, has the tribe within his charge, and has been atten
tive to their spiritual interests. 

Through his regular ministrations, supplemented by the 
daily chapel services of the Sisters of Mercy, their religious 
obligations and duties have been kept prominently before 
them. 

CENSUS. 

The enumeration of the tribe as returned to me this year 
by the Superintending School Committee of Oldtown, whose 
duty it is by law to make the same, shows the whole number 
to be four hundred. Their report is herewith submitted. 

SHORES. 

All leases of shores belonging to the tribe expire with this 
year, and it will become the duty of the agent of the tribe 
to re-let the same early in the coming year. The advice of 
the Governor and Council upon this subject will be sought at 
the proper time. The present total rental of the shores is 
$1,484, and is very ]ow. I would suggest that a minimum 
price be fixed upon the shores at which all bidding shall 
commence. 

LAND TITLES. 

By chapter 137, Public Laws 1883, prov1s10n was made 
for a commission to examine the titles of all individual mem
bers of the tribe to lands upon the reservation claimed by 
them, and to establish and confirm to those equitably entitled 
a good and indefeasible right thereto, subject only to State 
interference. The commissioners appointed by the Governor 
and Council under this act, have been engaged at such times 
and places through the season as their duties required, and 
now have their work, as I am informed, well advanced to
ward completion. 
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HEALTH. 

The tribe has been remarkably free from severe sicknesses 
this year and there has been no appearance of contagious or 
epidemic disorders. There have been fewer deaths thari for 
many years, the whole number of burials being twelve 
against thirty-five last year. 

Of these five were infants, surviving their birth but a short 
time. The oldest member of the tribe, John Penewate, 87 
years old, appears in this year's mortuary list. The causes 
of death are as follows: consumption, 2; fever, 1; heart 
disease, 1 ; pneumonia, 1 ; puerperal convulsions, 1 ; senility, 
1; want of vitality (infants), 5. 

CONCLUSION. 

The year has been one of reasonable prosperity to the 
tribe. The freedom from sickness above mentioned has 
greatly lessened their burdens, and the revenues from their 
various sources of employment have been fairly compensa
tory. 

Some improvements have been made upon their dwellings 
and a growing interest is evinced in the matter of home 
adornments. 

The visit of the Governor and Council in October was an 

event of great interest to the tribe, and t~e commendations 
expressed by the visiting officials of their condition and 
prosperity has given them a just pride in their progress, and 
will, I doubt not, prove most salutary in stimulating their 
self-respect and in making them ambitious for further ad
vancement. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES A. BAILEY, 
Agent of Penobscot Indians. 

OLDTOWN, Dec. 1, 1883. 




