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~'l':\.TE OF M~.\_INE. 

IN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,} 
February 5, 1880. 

Ordered, rrhe Senate concurring, that a Committee of ten, consisting of 
seven members of the Honse of Representatives, to be selected by the 
Speaker, and three members of the Senate. be appointed, whose duty it 
shall be to examine into the condition of the "election returns,,, lately 
given up to the Secretray of State, the warrant and appropriation books, 
and all other books and papers of the Governor and Council for the year 
1879, and extendiug to the first Wednesday of January, 1880; and to re
port to this Legislature what suppressions or alterations, if any, have been 
made in said returns, and what means have been resorted to for such pur
poses; and also in what cases and in what manner the will of the people, 
as shown in the last annual election, has been disreganled and attempted 
to be defeated, either by iHegal construction of said returns, or changing- or 
tampering with them, or by whom the same has been done, or attempted 
to be done. Such Committee shall further report to this Legislature upon 
all undue and illegal expenditure of the money of the State by or under 
the direction of the Govemor and Council for the period before mentioned, 
or by any officer of the.State, or by any employe of or contractor with 
the State during said time. And for such purposes said committee shall 
have power to send for persons and papers, and may employ such clerical 
and stenographic force as may be necessary. 

Read and passed. 
ORAMANDAL SMI'rH, Clerk. 

lN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,} 
February 7, 1880. 

House appoints Messrs. Hale of Ellsworth, Strout of Portland, Lord of 
Bangor, Ingalls of Wiscasset, Springer of Yarmouth~ Cook of Lewiston, 
and Hill of Corinth, on its part. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
ORAMANDAL SMITH, Clerk. 

IN SENATE, February, 9, 1880. 

Passed in concurrence, and Messrs. Hawes of Cumberland, Harris of 
Washington, and Strickland of Aroostook, appointed on the part of the 
Senate. 

C. W. TILDEN, Secretary. 



From the Journal of the Joint Select Committee to inquire into the 
Condition of the Election Returns of September 8th, 1879, and 
the Expenditure of Public Moneys under the direction of Gov. 
Ga1·celon and Council. 

AUGUSTA, February 11, 1880. 

'rhe Committee met pursuant to the call of the Chairman on the part of 
the House. 

Present, Messrs. Hawes, Harris, Strickland, Hale, Strout, Lord, In
galls, Springer, Cook, Hill. 

On motion of Mr. STROUT, 
Ordered, 'fhat Mr. Andrew Hawes, Chairman of the Committee on the 

part of the Senate, be Chairman of the joint committee. 
On motion of Mr. INGALLS; 
Ordered, 'fhat Mr. Chas. C. Springer of the House act as Secretary of 

this Committee. 
On motion of Mr. HALE, 
Ordered, That when the Committee adjourns, it will adjourn to meet on 

'fhursday, Feb. 12, unless sooner convened by call of the Chairman who 
is authorized to convene the committee whenever he may think it 
necessary. 

On motion of Mr. HALE, 
Mr. George D. Bisbee of Buckfield was appointed permanent Clerk. 
On motion, 
Mr. Pitman Pulsifer of Deering was appointed Stenographer of the 

Committee. 

The following oath was subsequently administered by the Chairman to 
George D. Bisbee, Clerk of the Committee: 

"You solemnly swear that you will, as clerk of the Committee, safely 
keep all records and papers, and documents committed to your care, and 
will permit no change, alteration or abstraction of the same." 

'fhe following oath was administered by the Chairman to Pitman Pulsi
fer, Stenographer of the Committee: 

"You solemnly swear that you will truly and faithfully take and trans
cribe all testimony taken before the Committee, and perform all other 
duties devolving upon you as stenographer and as a clerk of this Com
mittee." 

Adjourned to meet on 'fhursday, February 12, 1880. 

CHAS. C. SPRINGER, Secretary. 



REPORT. 

The Joint Select Committee of the Legislature, under the order 
recited, have attended to the duties imposed upon them, and present 
the following : 

The general condition of public affairs in the State of Maine, 
which gave rise to the creation of the Committee, is too well under
stood to call for much comment here. 

The annuall election for the year 1879, on September 8th, was 
hotly contested, and the vote thrown was the largest ever given in 
the State. Party feeling ran high, and the keenest interest was felt 
in the result. Three candidates were in the field for Governor, and, 
as a majority of votes is required by the Constitution to elect to that 
office, it became well known soon after the election that there had 
been no choice by the people for Governor, and that the office must 
be filled by the Legislature which had just been elected. 

It was currently reported by the newspapers, and generally 
accepted by the people that a majority in both the Senate and House 
of Representatives had been elected by the Republicans, but nothing 
official touching this could be known until the action of the Governor 
and Council, to whom, by the Constitution and laws of the State is 
committed the task of opening, examining and counting the returns 
and of seeing that certificates of election are issued by the Secretary 
of State to the proper persons, viz: "those who appear to be elected 
by a plurality of all the votes returned." 

In article 4, part 1, section 5, of the Constituton of Maine, the 
duty and powers of the Governor and Council in this regard are 
laid down as follows : '' And fair copies of the lists of votes shall 
be attested by the selectmen and town clerks of towns, and assessors 
of plantations, and sealed up in open town and plantation meetings ; 
and the town and plantation clerks respectively, shall cause the 
same to be delivered into the Secretary's office thirty days at least 
before the first Wednesday in January, annually. And the Governor 
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and Council shall examine the returned copies of such lists, and also 
all lists of votes of citizens in the military service, returned to the 
Secretary's office, as provided in 'article second, section four, of this 
Constitution ; and twenty days before the said first Wednesday 
of January, annually, shall issue a summons to such persons 
as shall appear to be elected by a plurality of all the votes 
returned, to attend and take their seats. But all such lists shall be 
laid before the House of Representatives, on the first vV ednesday of 

· January, annually, and they shall finally determine who are elected." 
The same provision is made in case of Senators, and the manner of 
making up the retur:qs is the same in the cities of the State. 

From the time of the election up to the issuing of certificates by 
the Governor and Council, the public interest increased, and when it 
became known that a majorit,v of Democrats and Greenbackers had 
been given certificates in both bodies of the Legislature, great 
excitement arose, and the meeting of the Legislature ft the Capitol 
resulted in rival bodies, each claiming to constitute the legal Legis
lature of the State. 

The three opinions of the J nstices of the Supreme Court, the first 
being given on the request of Governor Garcelon, settled all the 
questions which had arisen as to what persons could constitute the 
legal Legislature, and since the announcement of the last opinion, 
legislation has proceeded in the usual manner under a general 
acquiescence in the result. 

SUBJECT MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION. 

Your Committee have, under the joint order, examined-
First, the condition and treatment of the election returns ; and 

second, the '' undue and illegal uses and expenditure of public 
moneys under the control of the Governor and Council." 

THE ELECTION RETURNS. 

These embrace the returns from the several cities, towns and 
plantations, for Senators, Representatives and county officers. 
Under the law all of these are sent to and kept in the office of the 
Secretary of State. 

These returns remained in the custody of E. H. Gove, the 
Secretary of State for the year 1879, and passed into the hands of 
Prince A. Sawyer, his Deputy, who was chosen by what is known 
as the "Fusion Legislature" as Mr. Gove's successor. When that 
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so-called Legislature broke up, Mr. Sawyer retained the possession 
of the returns, and at first refused to deliver them up to the regular 
Secretary of State, Sumner J. Chadbourne, but upon reflection, he 
changed his mind, and on the thirty-first day of January, 1880, 
appeared at the Secretary's office, and in person delivered up the 
election returns for Senators and Representatives, stating that he 
delivered them up in the same condition as he received them. 

The Secretary of State at once took possession of them, and had 
them safely stored in a lower room in his office, and specially placed 
in custody of J. R. Milliken, who is well known as an old and' 
responsible clerk in the office. Mr. Milliken has sworn that he took 
charge of them and allowed no changes or alterations in them, and· 
that when your Committee was created he turned them all over to, 

George D. Bisbee, the sworn clerk of your Committee, by whom 
they have been carefully kept in a steel safe, and who has never· 
allowed any of them to leave his custody, and has permitted no. 
examination or inspection except in his presence. 

The returns for county officers were found by the Superintendent 
of Public Buildings, General Harris, and Major Frank E. Nye, on 
the fifteenth qay of February, 1880, concealed in the Governor's. 
room, and by them at once delivered to your Committee. 

Your Committee have been scrupulously and jealously careful 
that no tampering with or changing of the returns shall have taken 
place since they came into their possession. They are sure that 
nothing of the kind has been done or attempted during their control 
of the returns. 

METHOD OF INVESTIGATING. 

The general course pursued by your Committee on the examination 
of these returns, has been as follows: 

Where irregularities have appeared on inspection, the Committee 
have at once summoned the officers of the towns and cities and 
plantations whose returns have been in question, and especially the 
officers who made up the returns and the records of the same. 
These have been sent for without regard to their politics, and have 
always been directed to bring with them all books and papers 
relating to their returns. An examination of the list of witnesses . 
summoned and examined by the Committee shows that about one
half of them are '• Fusionists" in politics. 

Your Committee have examined faithfully, and have tried to go to 
the bottom of the case, and, whatever may be the political views of · 
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the members, all have worked cordially and earnestly together to a 
common end. The sessions, which have been public, with two 
exceptions, have been frequent and protracted, and, so far as the 
limited time given to them since their work begun has allowed, your 
Committee have endeavored to go into all branches of the case. 

They have searched for all kinds of irregularities in the election 
returns, or in the treatment of the same by the Governor and 
Council, or by other parties, in order that a full presentation might 
be made to the public, which demanded an explanation of the 
process by which thirty-seven Senators and Representatives of one 
political party had been counted out, while no candidate of the other 
party had been molested. 

THE ACTION OF THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL. 

In order to fully understand the extent of the control which the 
Governor and Council assumed over the election returns, a brief 
statement of the facts may fittingly be made. 

The sessions of the Governor and Council are holden at the 
Capitol in the Council Chamber, with which the Governor's room 
communicates. The Governor attends most of the sessions, and all 
important acts of the Council are subject to his approval or disap
proval. The Secretary of State is a part of the executive branch, 
and either he or his Deputy acts as the clerk of the Council at its 
meetings. 

All the election returns are sent to the Secretary of State, and 
they are by him, with the exception of the returns for Governor, 
which go direct to the Legislature, turned over to the Governor and 
Council for examination and counting. The "Council Blotter," as 
it is called, is the record of the meetings and doings of the Gover
nor and Council at each session. 

Your Committee have received this record for the year 1879, and it 
has been made part of the testimony. 

The record shows that at the meeting of the Council on September 
10, 1879, which continued until September 13th, no action was taken 
upon the election returns. This applies also to the meeting of 
October 6th. 

At the session which commenced October 28th, the election re
turns were taken up, and on October 30th the following order was 
passed, on motion of Councillor Chase : '' Councillors Foster and 
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Brown were added to the Committee on Elections, and said com
mittee was instructed to receive the returns on file in the office of 
the Secretary of State, and proceed to open and tabulate the same 
as soon as convenient." The committee, as first made, consisted of 
three members, the usual number, Messrs. Moody, Fogg and Chase. 
No reason has been found why this unusual addition was made, and 
your Committee can see none, unless it was that an uncommom bur
den was to be laid on the committee. 

Governor Garcelon in his testimony says, that he "wanted men 
who were better known than the young men who first composed the 
committee." Mr. Moody, the chairman, was discontented at the 
change, and gave up the custody of the returns, and the keys to 
their place of keeping shortly afterwards to Mr. Fogg. 

· The Election Returns Committee, as newly constituted, took pos
session of the returns and proceeded to open and tabulate them, and 
from October 31st to November 17th, this committee had entire pos
session and control over them, permitting, as Governor Garcelon 
claims, no one to see them, although persons who were interested in 
the returns as candidates made application for an inspection. On 
November 17th, another full session of the Council was holden, and 
on that day the '' Blotter" shows that the Committee on Election Re
turns reported that "on the 31st day of October they received from 
the Secretary of State the election returns for Senators, Representa
tives and county officers, and they proceeded to open the same and 
tabulate them, and now submit the tabulations of said returns." 

This record shows that on the 17th day of November the returns 
had all been opened and tabulated, and were ready for the final 
action of the Governor and Council. 

Up to this date Governor Garcelon testified that no person outside 
of the Committee on Election Returns of the Council, had seen the 
returns or knew what was in them. On that day a committee of 
three gentlemen, Gov. Dingley, Hon. S. D. Lindsey, and Hon. L. 
A. Emery, representing the Republican candidates, waited upon 
Governor Garcelon, and requested permission to look at the returns, 
to see if any errors existed in them that might be legally corrected 
by the town records under the provisions of the statute. Governor 
Garcelon says he thought the request reasonable, but on submitting 
the matter to his Council it was laid over with no action until No
vember 22d, when the following order was passed, as found in the 

'' Blotter" : 
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11 Ordered, That the Secretary give public notice that the Governor and 
Council will be in session from December 1st to l?th, for the purpose of 
examining the official returns of votes for candidates for Senators, Repre
sentatives and county officers. Candidates claiming irregularities or 
other causes presumed to vitiate their election, will have reasonable 
opportunity to be heard either personally or by duly authorized counsel." 

The opportunity for examination by parties interested was then 
restricted to the time between Dec .. lst and Dec. 13th, and for 
all the rest of the time the Governor and Council were solely account
able for the returns, and for their being kept free from tampering or 
alteration. The tabulation and the lists of Senators and Representa
tives made up from them by the Committee on Election Returns 
show that the final lists were made up on December 13th, so that 
any perversion of the returns, or wrong application of the law to 

them, or tampering with or altering them, on the part of the Gover
nor and Council or by any persons, must have been before that date. 

THE TABULATIONS AND LISTS. 

Your Committee have examined with great care the "tabulations" 
and the '' lists" made up by the Committee on Election Returns, be
cause from these were made up the final '' lists" sent to the Secretary 
of State, for his '' rolls," and upon these the Governor issued his 
certificates to Senators and Representatives. Indeed, these '' tabu
lations" and the '' lists" accompanying the Reports of the Committee 
on Election Returns, furnished your Committee in many cases with 
the clue to the irregularities and illegal treatment of the returns on 
the part of the Governor and Council. The '' tabulations" purport 
to give the exact vote of each city, town and plantation for every 
candidate voted for. Wherever the vote of each city, town or plan
tation was thrown out the space in the tabulation opposite such city, 
town, or plantation is left a blank. The footings of the columns in 
the '· tabulations" show the whole number of votes received by each 
candidate, and the name of the successful candidate as shown by 
the footings is carried out in the right hand margin of the tabulation 
for each Senatorial or Representative District. The same is true in 
case of county officers. 

After these tabulations were completed the next step taken by the 
Governor and Council was to make up, in the form of a report of the 
Committee on Election Returns, the final '' lists" of Senators and 
Representatives. These appear by Senatorial and class districts. 



'' Exhibit L. 1
' 

;: 

f ~!f:: (' 

·1a~. 
~ 

( Specimen page of the "Report" of the Council Committee showing erasures, alterations and ~ethod 

of distinguishing the politics of the Representatives.") 
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The study and examination of these "tabulations" and "lists" 
have been most interesting to your Committee, and they cannot for
bear the expression of the wish that every member of the Legisla
ture should, before the session ends, visit the committee room, and 
inspect the evidences of the crookedness of the late Governor and 
Council for himself. If this shall be done, half the work of your 
Committee in exposing the conduct of proceedings, taken by the 
late Governor and Council, will be done. 

From the beginning to the end of the tabulations they are marked 
by erasures and substitutions of figures, both in the columns and in 
the footings, and also of names in the margin; and this is made 
startling in its force as a piece of evidence by the fact, which has 
been shown in testimony, that the '' tabulations" for Senators and 
Representatives are not the first and informal ones made, and upon 
which corrections might naturally be expected to be found, but the 
final records upon which the reports and lists were made up. 

The ''lists" found in the reports of the Committee on Election 
Returns, show the same remarkable features. The first report 
drawn up by that Committee shows repeated cases of erasures, 
interlineations and substitutions which were made before the '' list" 
would suit, and so that it would show. the requisite number of 
Representatives of the "right stamp "-to use Governor Garcelon's 
phrase. 

In the left-p.and margin of the report on the Representative list, 
each name of the "right stamp" is marked with a letter "G," and it 
is noticeable that, in the case of Oliver P. Bragdon of Gouldsborough, 
his name was first written in and then erased, and his Greenback 
competitor, James Flye, substituted ; but so flagrant was the case 
that in company with the letter "G" in the margin (indicating Mr. 
Flye's politics) is an interrogation mark "?" showing that whoever 
was making up the "list" for final action hesitated and questioned 
whether the case was not too bad to stand upon. 

SUPPRESSIONS AND SUBSTITUTIONS. 

In the examination of the cases where the original returns have 
been suppressed and new returns substituted in their places for the 
purpose of enabling the Governor and Council to carry out their 
scheme to count in a quorum of Fusion members, your Committee 
have been embarrassed by the fact that such new returns have been 
made upon official blanks identical with those issued by the Secretary 
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of State to the clerks of the several cities, towns and plantations, 
prior to the election. In almost every instance the official envelope 
in which these new and substituted returns were forwarded to the 
Secretary of State, and which must have borne in the post-mark the 
date of mailing, have been destroyed, leaving as a rule the new 
return to be filed in place of the one suppressed, without any 
evidence in the return itself which would be likely to lead to the 
detection of the fraud. The expense of summoning the municipal 
officers who made up the election returns is so large, and the time 
for investigation so short, that the Committee have been obliged to 
examine only those cases to which their attention has been called, 
either by the appearance of the return itself, the alterations in the 
tabulations, or information received from outside parties. A sufficient 
number of cases have been examined to establish the fact beyond 
controversy, that this practice of suppressing defective returns from 
places giving Fusion majorities, and the substitution of others which 
conformed to the rules which were established by the Governor and 
Council for the purpose of rejecting certain returns, disclosing 
Republican majorities, was resorted to where it was found to be 
necessary to the election of Fusion members. 

Your Committee will briefly allude to a few of these cases as 
disclosed by the testimony which accompanies this report. 

JONESBORO', ADDISON, WHITING AND LINCOLN. 

In the case of Jonesboro', in Washington county, the Committee 
found among the returns which came into their hands for examination, 
an official envelope signed by the Selectmen and Town Clerk of 
Jonesboro', bearing the post-mark of Sept. 9, 1879, which purported 
to contain the Senatorial return from that town. This envelope 
contained a blank return which had never been filled up. 

Evidence was taken before the Committee which showed that Dec. 
9, 1879, Herbert M. Heath, Esq., the counsel for the Republican 
Senators-elect from Washington county, examined the Senatorial 
returns from that county, in presence of Governor Garcelon and 
E. C. Moody, Chairman of Committee on Elections; that he noticed 
-the envelope from Jonesboro' among the returns in the morning, but 
when he came in the afternoon it was missing, and after some search 
it was found on the floor, and opened, and the blank return exhibited 
to him as the Senatorial return from Jonesboro', and that Governor 
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Garcelon,· E. C. Moody, S. S. Brown and Mark Harden were 
present at the time. 

It was also proved that F. M. Fogg, one of the Council, exhibited 
this, or a like blank return at a public meeting in Portland, and 
claimed it to be the return sent from Jonesboro'. The Town Clerk 
and chairman of the Selectmen of Jonesboro' were summoned before 
the committee. Both voted the Fusion ticket, and their testimony 
was straightforward and convincing. From them it appeared that 
the original Senatorial return was made, signed and sealed up in 
open town meeting, and forwarded to the Secretary of State in the 
official envelope, which envelope they identified as the one before the 
Committee, and that they never did send a blank return ; that about 
Nov. 8th, George W. Drisko, tlie editor of the Machias Union, and 
a prominent Democratic politician, brought a blank return to Jones
boro', and, disclosing to Mr. Merritt, one of the Selectmen, the fact 
that the first return was defective, in that it contained '' ditto" 
marks against the name of the Democratic candidates for Senators, 
requested that the official blank return and envelope, which he pro
duced, should be filled up and returned to the Secretary of State. 
This was done, and it was proved that it came to the office of the 
Secretary of State, Nov. 17, 1879. George W. Drisko, in testi
mony, admitted that he received two blank returns and envelopes 
from James R. Talbot, the Fusion candidate for Senator for Wash
ington county, and carried them to Addison and Jonesboro'. 

Drisko attempted to conceal the fact that he was in possession of 
any knowledge of what defects actually existed in the returns of 
Addison and Jonesboro', and this was undoubtedly done for the pur
pose of shielding himself and others of 1.11ore political importance. 
Your Committee were pained to hear him deny that he -had any such 
knowledge, or that he pointed out to either of the municipal officers 
of said towns the defect which existed in the returns to be corrected. 
Both Gilbert L. Tab but and J. L. Merritt, testified positively in. the 
presence of Drisko, that Drisko did point out the particular de
fect to be corrected ; and he was further positively contradicted by 
James R. Talbot, who testified that he informed Drisko of the 
precise defects that he was to get amended. 

Your Committee have never seen the first set of returns sent from 
Jonesboro' to Augusta, and this was probably for the reason that they 
were destroyed before the second set was forwarded to Augusta. 
But the second set of returns was before the Committee, and was 
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fully identified by the municipal officers of Jonesboro'. They were 
perfect returns, and conclusively proved that the claim made by the. 
Governor and Council, that the Jonesboro' return was a blank, was 
purposely untrue. This second set of returns was found concealed 
in the State House. The only explanation of this blank return 
which seems reasonable to your committee, is that the first and legal 
returns from Jonesboro' were found to be defective and destroyed, 
that it became known to the Council, that the fact that the second 
official envelope from Jonesboro' had been received in the office of 
the Secretary of State November 17, 1879, as testified by Gallagher, 
was no longer a secret. It was, therefore, concluded to suppress 
and conceal this second return and substitute a blank in its place, 
which would not be tabulated~and thereby disarm suspicion. 

G. L. Tabbut, chairman of the selectmen of Addison, testified 
that Drisko brought to him a blank return and envelope, and re
quested him to make a new return from Addison, to correct an error 
existing in the first return, by filling the blank containing the whole 
number of votes. 

James R. Talbot of East Machias, testified 'that in the early part 
of November he received these blanks from Adjutant General S. D. 
Leavitt of Eastport, whose office was in the State House at Augusta, 
with a letter stating the defects existing in the returns from Addi
son, Jonesboro' and Whiting, and requested that new and correct 
returns be procured and forwarded to Augusta ; that he applied to 
Drisko, stating the defects to be cured and gave him these returns. 

It also appeared that in the case of ·whiting, in Washington 
county, new returns were made and substituted to supply defects. 

• SOMERVILLE. 

Abundant testimony was taken before the Committee, showing that 
in November new blanks were sent to Somerville, in Lincoln county; 
that fradulent returns were filled up and the names of the selectmen 
signed to them without their knowledge or consent, by the town 
clerk, who admitted the same in his testimony, and that they were 
forwarded to Augusta to be used as the true returns. 

In the original return from Somerville the name of Andrew R. G. 
Smith, the Republican candidate for Senator, was properly inserted, 
while in the second return it was written Andrew A. R. Smith, 
whereby Andrew R. G. Smith lost the vote and was counted out. 

In all these cases the original and true returns have been sup
pressed and the substituted returns have been tabulated and counted, 
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whereby the Fusion candidates have been in every instance counted 
in, and the Republican candidates have been counted out. 

FAIRFIELD. 

It appeared from the testimony of the Selectmen and Clerk of 
Fairfield in Somerset county, that the official returns were duly made 
and sealed up in open town meeting and forwarded to Augusta ; 
upon a recount of the vote it appeared that an error had been made 
whereby twenty Fusion votes had not been properly returned. This 
fact was brought to the attention of S. S. Brown of the Governor's 
Council, who resided and had his law office in Fairfield ; some days 
after the election the town clerk received from the hand of John N. 
Channing a Democratic politician, blank official returns and envel
opes, which Channing testified he obtained at the office of Brown, 
and made new returns, stating the votes according to the facts, 
which returns were signed by the municipal officers. In order to 
prevent any improper use of the second set of returns, the Clerk 
attached with mucilage to the face of each return, in the upper left 
hand corner, a slip of paper containing the words "Amended return 
of the Town of Fairfield, September 25, 1879," and at the same 
time sent with the returns the following letter : 

"'FAIRFIELD, Sept. 25, 1879. 
To the Secretary of State, Augusta, Me. 

Sir: Herewith please find amended report of the town of Fairfield, 
made in consequence of an error which occurred in the counting of the 
votes on the eve of the election, which we have made after a careful count 
of the votes, which were carefully preserved. 

F. M. 'fOTl\IAN, } Selectmen 
H. C. BURLEIGH, of 
c. J. GREENE, Fairfield. 

Attest-F. E. McFadden, Town Clerk of Fairfield." 

According to the testimony of Garcelon, the Governor and Coun
cil rejected the returns from Fairfield upon the ground that two sets 
of returns, each contradicting the other, had been made, and that 
there was no means of determining which were the true and original 
returns; but upon inspection it appears, and is so admitted by Gov
ernor Garcelon to be the fact, that the slips showing the second set 
of returns for Senators and Representatives to be amended returns, 
had been torn off, leaving a portion of the slip attached to the return. 
The Republican majority of seventy-five votes was thereby lost t9 
the Republican candidate and his Fusion competitor was counted-in 
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and received his certificate. Your committee feel it due to Gover
nor Garcelon to say that he denied all knowledge of this fraud, and 
claimed that he would not have permitted it had he been aware of 
its existence. 

ALTERATIONS, ERASURES AND FORGERIES, 

But the suppression of original returns and the substitution of 
others in their place, were not the only method~ employed to bring 
about the purpose which was to be accomplished. An inspection of 
the face of the returns themselves show many instances of erasures 
and alterations, changing the results of the election and giving cer
tificates to men who had never been chosen by the people. The · 
space proper to devote to this report prevents your Committee from 
calling attention only to those cases thoroughly established by testi
mony to have been made after the returns left the several towns and 
plantations where they were made up for the office of the Secretary 
of State at Augusta, leaving it to the members of the Legislature to 
make personal examination of the returns now in the archives of the 
Department of State, and of the many cases not herein specially 
mentioned. The Governor and Council established the rule that 
where the middle initial letter of the name of a candidate was not 
properly stated or was omitted, the votes would not be counted, 
and that the defect was '' fatal ;" they also declined to receive testi
mony when offered by Republicans to cure any defect in this partic
ular occurring in the names of Senators and Representatives. 

GOULDSBORO'. 

The Representative return from the town of Gouldsboro', in the 
county of Hancock, disclosed upon its face that the initial letter P 
in the name .of Oliver P. Bragdon, the Republican candidate for 
Representative, had been tampered with and changed. The Repub
lican vote in this town was two hundred and seven, and the majority 
eighty-two. S. W. Libbey, the town clerk of Gouldsboro', appeared 
before the committee and testified that the name of Oliver P. Brag
don was written by himself; that he was well acquainted with the 
name, and that he never wrote it Oliver B. Bragdon; that he saw 
the return sealed up, and that when it left Gouldsboro' for the 
office of the Secretary of State the name was Oliver P. Bragdon, 
and that the erasure and addition to the letter P were made after 
it left the town where it was so sealed up. He produced the town 
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record, and upon inspection it appeared that the name was invariably 
written Oliver P. Bragdon, and that the letter P was uniformly 
made in the same manner, the loop forming the top of the letter 
resting against the body of the letter without any addition. It is 
perfectly evident to the Committee upon inspection, that the letter P 
found in the return was originally made in this way, but that since 
it was written, an attempt had been made to change it to the letter B 
by adding in different ink the lower loop. It is also evident, that 
for some reason, the party making the alteration, scratched out the 
lower half of the added curved line, as if to leave the question in 
doubt whether it was the letter P or B. It has occurred to your 
Committee that this erasure may have been made in order that the 
letter could be read B for the purpose of counting out the vote, and 
could be read P in case the forger should be detected and indicted 
for his crime. 

The tabulation shows that the vote was originally tabulated for 
Oliver P. Bragdon, and that his name was carried out as the person 
who appeared to be elected, but that afterwards the name was erased; 
that the vote of Gouldsboro' was tabulatied for Oliver B. Bragdon; 
that the name of James Flye, the Fusion candidate, was substituted 
for that of Bragdon, and the certificate issued to Flye. The Com
mittee entertain no resonable doubt that the alteration and erasures 
were made after the returns came to Augusta, for the purpose of 
counting out Oliver P. Bragdon, and counting in James Flye. 

HEBRON, 

In the return of the town of Hebron for county officers of Oxford 
county, the name of Henry G. Walker, Fusion candidate for 
Commissioner, was originally written Henry C. Walker, but it 
appears that the letter Chas been changed to G, by the addition of 
a curved line or stem passing down through the C, and below the 
line, converting the letter C to G, and enabling the seventy-two 
votes thrown for Henry G. Walker to be counted for him, and they 
were so tabulated by the Governor and Council. It is evident upon 
inspection that this addition has been made by a different hand and 
with different ink from the original letter. As late as December 8th, 
1879, the county being very close, the returns were examined by 
prominent gentlemen from Oxford county, and it was discovered that 
the return was for Henry C. Walker, and the attention of John B. 
Foster, one of the Council, was called to it. It also appeared that 

2 
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soon after, the fact was published in the Oxford Democrat. After 
this date it was changed from C to G, the vote tabulated for Henry 
G. ·walker instead of Henry C. Walker. The tremor of the hand 
of the person making the change is plainly visible under the magnify
ing glass, and discloses the agitation which would naturally attend 
such a glaring forgery. The certificate of election was given to 
Henry G. ·walker, the Fusion candidate. 

BER1'~CK. 

In the Senatorial return from the town of Berwick, the middle 
initial letter in the name of George H. Wakefield, Republican 
candidate for Senator, has been changed to the letter A. The 
Republican vote for George H. Wakefield was two hundred and fifty
eight. The letter H was originally made by two downward strokes 
of the pen, open at the top, and connected together by a cross-tie, 
a very common way of making the letter H. It is evident to your 
Committee, upon inspection, that the alteration was effected by closing 
the top of the H by a curved line, making it an A with a rounded 
top, and changing the name from George H. Wakefield to George 
A. ""\V akefield. The color of the ink is different, and the line of 
joinder between the letter and aniendment is clearly definable. The 

town clerk of Berwick was before the Committee, and testified 
that he never made the letter A in the manner disclosed in the 
name of George H. Wakefield, and never made the A in question. 
The record of the town clerk fully confirmed this statement, that 
he was well acquainted with the names and that the alteration was 
made, and the forgery done, after it came to Augusta. The vote 
was in the first instance tabulated for George H. Wakefield, but 
afterwards was erased, and the vote was then tabulated for George 
A. Wakefield, and the certificate was issued to Ira S. Libby, the 
Fusion candidate. There can be no doubt, under the testimony, 
that this alteration was made for the purpose of counting in Ira S. 
Libby, the Fusion Senator from York, and that it was made while in 
the hands of the Governor and Council, and while the business of 
tabulation was in progress. 

WELLS. 

In the Senatorial return from Wells, there has been an alteration 
in the name of Josiah A. Stover, the Fusion candidate for Senator, 
by inserting the middle initial letter "A," and by erasing a part of 
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the letter S in Stover, and re-writing the same so as to leave room 
for the insertion of the added letter. George G. Hatch, the town 
clerk of Wells, was summoned before your Committee and produced 
the town record, and also the original minutes from which he made 
up the returns. In both record and minutes the name was written 
Josiah Stover. After inspection of the returns the clerk testified 
that the letter" A" was not in his handwriting, or the handwriting 
of either of the municipal officers, and that it had been added since 
it left the town of Wells. The letter is made in imitation of the 
same letter found in other parts of the return, and is evidently a 
p·oor forgery. The vote was tabulated for Josiah A. Stover. 

DATION, 

In the Senatorial return from Dayton two changes appear in the, 
names of the Fusion candidates for Senator. In this case the letter · 
A in the name of Josiah A. Stover, was originally H, but has been 
changed in much the same way as the change was effected in the 
name of George H. Wakefield, but with opposite motives. In vV ake
field's case the change was made for the purpose of depriving a Re
publican Senator of the votes which appeared to have been thrown 
for him; in Stover's case it was to enable the Governor and Council 
to tabulate a vote which would have been rejected if the rule adopted 
in the Berwick case was to govern. It also appears that the middle 
initial letter in the name of John Q. Dennett, Fusion candidate for 
Senator, was formerly written L, and has been changed to Q so as 
to save ninety-five Fusion votes for him. The attempted change in 
the letter L consisted in adding a curved line to the top of the let
ter on the left hand side. The effort would not be considered a suc
cess as a matter of art, but it proved sufficient for the purpose in 
view, since the vote was tabulated for John Q. Dennett. The 
town clerk of Dayton testified that the alterations were not made by 
him, but were made after the returns left Dayton fur Augusta. 

BROWNFIELD. 

The forgery in the return for county officers of the town of Brown
field, in Oxford county, seems to be a matter of greater skill and 
premeditation. On the eighth day of December this return was 
examined in the presence of John B. Foster of the Council, by Hon. 
E. C. Farrington of Fryeburg, and the discovery was made that 
neither the name of the town of Brownfield, nor the county of Ox-
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ford, appeared anywhere upon the face of the return, all the blanks 
left for this purpose remaining unfilled. The attention of the Coun
cillor was expressly called to this defect, and the fact that it existed 
appeared in the Oxford Democrat of December 16th, 1879. It now 
appears that the names of the town and county have been written in 
since that time, in a hand designed to imitate the body of the re
turn. The assistance of an expert in handwriting was called in who 
pronounced it a forgery, executed with some skill, but yet too clum
sily done to deceive any one. Your Committee wished to place the 
roatter beyond question, and summoned E. B. Bean, Esq., chairman 
of the Selectmen of Brownfield, who wrote the body of the return, 
and who testified without hesitation that the words so written in 
were not in his handwriting, but were forgeries. Your Committee 
cannot state whose hand inserted these words, but it is clear that 
the forgery was done while the return was in the hands of the Gov
ernor and Council, because the votes shown by the return were tab
ulated as if no defect existed. The Fusion majority in Brownfield 
was sixty-four. 

BUCKFIELD. 

The return of the town of Buckfield in Oxford county, for county 
officers, was another instance of the fraudulent addition of the name 
of the town in a case where the blanks for town and' county were 
unfilled, so that nothing on the face of the return showed from 
whence it came. Without stating all the testimony, your Committee 
believe it to be conclusive that this addition was fraudulently made 
.after the return came to Augusta, and the result was that the Fusion 
majority of more than one hundred and thirty votes was counted. 

·The two returns of Brownfield and Buckfield were necessary to the 
,election of the Fusion county officers of that county. In these 
.cases also the magnifying glass discloses the trembling writing which 
·usually accompanies cases of forgery. 

Pll:RKI~S. 

In case of the return from Perkins Plantation in Franklin county, 
the attention of your Committee was first called to the words and fig
ures "Twenty-seven, 27," which appeared in the blank for the whole 
number of votes. They observed the marked difference between 
these words and figures and the handwriting of the body of the re
turn. They summoned before them the clerk of the plantation, who 
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appeared to be a fair minded and intelligent man, and he testified 
positively, that the words and figures were not written by him, nor 
by any of the assessors. An inspection of the return corroborated 
his testimony. He further testified that the alteration was made 
after the return left Perkins Plantation. The attention of your com
mittee was further attracted to the similarity of the added words in 
this return, and the handwriting contained in certain letters signed 
by Prince A. Sawyer, the Deputy Secretary of State during the ad
ministration of Governor Garcelon. They also examined the 
"Council Blotter," much of which was in the handwriting of said 
Sawyer, and as a consequence your Committee summoned before 
them William C. Holt, a very competent expert in handwriting, and 
submitted to him the added words in the returns, and the letters and 
blotter for comparison. He testified that he had carefully examined 
the several writings, anq_ had no doubt that the words and figures 
"Twenty-seven, 27," were written by Sawyer. He gave his rea
sons for this conclusion before the Committee at length, and an in
spection by your Committee corroborates his opinion. 

,VIIERE AND WHEN THESE THINGS WERE DONE. 

Your Committee cannot avoid the conclusion, that these suppres
sions and substitutions, erasures and forgeries, were made in the 
chamber of the Governor and Council at Augusta. It abundantly 
appears, that the blanks upon which the new and substituted returns 
were written, and the envelopes in which they were enclosed, were 
official and such as are kept in the office of the Secretary of State. 
The testimony shows conclusively that the returns were sent by mail 
or delivered in person to the Secretary of State, from the several 
towns and plantations, and were opened by him or his assistants, 
and their contents must have been known to the officials whose duty 
it was to count the returns. The erasures are so numerous and so 
connected with the tabulations, and were so uniform in the result 
produced by them, that they disclose a well defined plan, consistent 
in its details and in the manner of its execution. It is incredible 
that fraud and wrong-doing could be carried on so extensively in 
connection with these returns, which day after day came before va
rious parties connected with the executive department, for their in
spection, without the facts being known to every official connected 
with the count, and if any one of them shut his eyes to what" was 
going on, in the midst of the public clamor and excitement which 
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attended the counting of these returns, he must have been so negli
gent of his duty, that his apathy would make him responsible for the 
wrong. But it will be very difficult to bring men of common sense 
to believe that these transactions were not known and acquiesced in 
by all the parties concerned in the counting and tabulation of the 

votes. 

WAS THE COUNTING-OUT THE RESULT OF A PREMEDITATED PLAN OR 

CONSPIRACY? 

Your Committee can account for certain transactions in no other 
wa~'· The secrecy which was maintained during the time of 
examination and tabulation of the returns was remarkable and 
unprecedented. In other years the returns had always been laid 
open to the inspection of candidates and parties interested. No 
harm had come to the State or to any contestant or member-elect 
thereby. But in 1879 everybody was repulsed until after the result 
had been in effect determined by the Governor and Council, although 
that result affected thirty-seven Republican Senators and Represen
tatives unfavorably. And every one of these has since been 
deelared by the court to have been entitled to his seat, and is to-day 
either a Senator or Representative. 

The alterations, tampering with, suppression or destruction of the 
returns that have been found and to which reference has been made, 
must have taken place before the tabulation and lists were made up, 
because the results arrived at by the Governor and Council are 
based upon the returns as they show after such alteration, tampering 
with, suppression or destruction, and this completely disposes of any 
intimation that the changes have been made since the returns left 
the hands of the Governor and Council. 

The whole great fraud and crime then is thrown back upon the 
members of the Council, with whatever complicity the Governor 
had in it, or upon any persons whom the Governor and Council 
permitted to handle the returns, and whose interest it was to improperly 
treat them. 

That the rule of exclusion from inspection was so closely applied, 
strengthens the assumption that mischief was going on under the 
cover of the secrecy. 

Mr. Orville D. Baker has fully described in his testimony the 
difficulty which a Republican candidate had who tried either to prove 
his case or to find out if it needed to be proved. He had been 
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entrusted with attested copies of the records in four hundred cities, 
towns and plantations, taken and made up by town officers of every 
shade of political faith, and he found it impossible to get the oppor
tunity to file his papers or compare them with the returns on file. 
His testirp.ony is referred to as most important, and the instances 
which he gives show a fixed pre-determination on the part of both 
Governor and Council to persist in the counting out, and to hear 
little or no testimony that might arrest their course. Herbert l\I. 
Heath and Charles B. Rounds also testify to like facts. If there 
was such a plan or conspiracy, it must have embraced not only the 
Governor and Council, but they must have given information to other 
parties, who upon such information furnished the materials with 
which to do the work. 

It is plain that consultations were had upon the matter, and the 
indications are that whatever part the Governor had in them was 
taken hesitatingly at first. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL l\foLELLAN. 

The testimony of the Harriman brothers shows clearly that as 
early as November 8th, a week before the Committee on Election 
Returns had reported, Attorney General McLellan, at Belfast, 
shadowed forth the exact plan which was pursued, and the reasons 
on which it was to be defended. 

)\fr. l\foLellan told these gentlemen that the Republicans were to 
be counted out; that they had passed a law in 1877 which made a 
returning board of the Governor and Council, and that his party 
meant to use it. He also named a '\Valdo county town which, he 
said, was to be counted out, and the result in that town answered to 
his prediction. He further said that he had seen the Governor, and 
had labored with him, and had "stiffened his back," so that he was, 
at the date of the talk, "all right." 

JOHN BENSON'S TESTI1\10NY. 

The testimony of John Benson, Jr., who was the Deputy Secretary 
of State, under the Fusion government, is in point. He tells the 
story of meeting Frederick G. Parker, one of the members of 
Governor Garcelon's Council, at Bangor, at an early date after the 
election, a date which he fixes as surely previous to Nov. 17th. 
Mr. Parker told Mr. Benson of the defect which existed in the 

return of the town of Dixmont, and that Councillor Brown of Fair
field had a blank return, which would be sent by him to the witness, 
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to be used in correcting the return. ]\fr. Parker told Mr. Benson 
that the Dixmont return needed to be corrected in order to make 
a precedent by which certain Fusion towns could be saved, that 
otherwise must be counted out. 

This testimony is very important, in that it establishes col1clusively 
the fact that, long before the time when the Council Committee had 
completed their first examinations, the project of manipulating the 
returns had been discussed in the Council, and methods had been 
devised to the end that a Fusion majority should be secured in the 
Legislature. 

Though not pertinent to this branch of the case, we call special 
attention to the further testimony of Mr. Benson, relating to the 
abstraction of certain original tabulations and their suppression by a 
member of the Council, in order to conceal the evidences which they 
furnish of the fraudulent proceedings in the counting out. 

On this feature of the case Governor Garcelon testifies that all the 
returns were kept closely, and that up to November 17th, no person 
outside of the Council's Committee on Election Returns, or its 
messenger, Mark Harden, or the Secretary or his Deputy, who 
attended the session, had any opportunity to inspect the returns, or 

to know that any defects existed in them. 
But on November 8th, 1879, E. IC Smart, of Pembroke, the 

Fusion candidate for County Attorney in ,v-ashington county, was 
found, as he testifies, traveling about his county, armed with a blank 
return, such as can only be furnished from the office of the Secretary 
of State, for the purpose of correcting the defective returns in 
Robbinston and other towns, where the defects were against the 
Fusion candidates. And at the same time, the dates agreeing 
exactly, George W. Drisko, the editor of a Fusion newspaper, was 
visiting the towns of Addison and Jonesboro', as before stated, with 
blank returns, which had been sent to the Fusion candidate for 
Senator, Hon. James R. Talbot, with accompanying instructions as 
to the exact defects in the returns from those towns, defects which 
the town officers themselves had no knowledge of, and these blank 
returns and instructions came from a member of the Fusion State 
government whose office was at Augusta. 

In both of these cases it is plain that no blanks could have been 
sent out, and no knowledge of the defects in the returns which were 
sought to be cured, could be possessed except from information fur
ished through or by some member of the Council or its clerk, or 
messenger. 
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In both the Robbinston case and the Jonesboro' case, the affidavit 
and the new return received, were made the basis of action on the 
part of the Governor and Council, the tabulations showing that the 
Fusion candidates got the benefit of the case as established by those 
papers. 

The Cherryfield Representative case shows the same knowledge of 
the necessity of procuring evidence to be used in counting out a 
Republican previous to November 17th. For, on November 14th, the 
Deputy Clerk of the Courts of Penobscot county furnishes an at
tested copy of the naturalization papers of Samuel Ray, one of the 
selectmen of Cherryfield, which paper, as the memorandum endorsed 
on it shows, was sent by Charles N. Hersey of Bangor to E. F. 
Pillsbury by whom it was filed with the Governor and Council, who 
upon the strength of it threw out a Republican Representative and 
also a Republican Senator. 

B. Emery Pratt is also found in Franklin county, taking affidavits 
either to throw out Republican towns or to correct defects in Demo
cratic towns, previous to November 17th. 

Still earlier, on the 18th day of October, Alfred S. Kimball, the 
Fusion candidate for county attorney in Oxford county, is found 
taking ex-parte affidavits, as in the case of the town of Stoneham, 
upon which the Governor and Council threw out the vote of the 
town and thereby counted in another Fusion Representative. 

The conclusion is irresistible, that there ·was a deliberate plan to 
give time and furnish information from the returns to parties in 
sympathy with the Governor and Council politically, upon which de
fects in cases injuriously affecting the Fusion candidates could be 
cured, and cases got up under which Republican candidates could be 
counted out. 

In no case was a defect in a return which operated against a Re
publican candidate allowed to be corrected, and in no case which we 
have found was there any denial of the right claimed by the Fusion
ionists to get up a case on ex-parte affidavits against Republican 
candidates, upon facts touching the returns but in no wise appearing 
upon their face. 

The conspiracy must have had its seat at Augusta, and the Coun
cil evidently kept the returns from the inspection of Republican can
didates, and delayed its action in order that the parties who were 
acting outside as the instruments of the conspiracy, could have full 
swing for the execution of their work. 
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APPLICATION OF THE RULES AND PRINCIPLES LAID DOWN BY THE 

GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL. 

One of the strongest proofs of the existence of a determination on 
the part of the Governor and Council to secure the control of the 
Legislature is found in the manner in which they applied the law, as 
they interpreted it, to the cases arising before them. 

For instance : one of the rules laid clown as found in the report 
made and published by the Committee on Election Returns of the 
grounds on which their action was based, was that under a decision 
of the· court the returns must be signed by each of the town officers 
individually. 

U ncler this rule, because the signatures on the return from New 
Sharon bore some resemblance to each other the return was rejected, 
although the town officers forwarded affidavits establishing the fact 
that each officer had written his own signature ;-under this a Repub
lican Representative was thrown out. 

As an offset to this, your Committee :find that in the town of 
Somerville, in Lincoln county, where the signatures of all of the 
selectmen and the town clerk are plainly and undeniably in the hand
writing of the town clerk, and when the town clerk testifies that he 
wrote them all, - yet, as the vote in the town resulted in a Fusion 
majority of eleven, and a Senator depended on that vote, the return 
was received and counted, and upon it a certificate issued to Isaac 
T. Hobson, the Fusion candidate, it being necessary, as has 
already been shown, to also throw out the vote for the Republican 
Senator in said town. 

Another rule laid down was, that where initials were used in the 
ballots instead of the full Christian name, the votes must be counted 
as thrown for two persons. Under this rule, in the town of East 
Livermore, the votes thrown for the Republican candidate for county 
commissioner were actually cast for Hiram '\V. Briggs, and so re
corded ; but, by an error in the return, they were set clown as cast 
for Hiram Briggs. 

The Governor and Council refused to count them for Hiram W. 
Briggs, but did tabulate and count them for Hiram Briggs, by reason 
of which he lost the vote of the town and the certificate was given 
to the Fusion candidate. This case was the more flagrant because 
affidavits were filed showing that the votes were actually cast for 
Hiram W. Briggs, and that it was so recorded in the Clerk's record. 
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On the other hand, in the town of Lincoln, where the return 
showed that the votes for County Attorney were thrown for B. H. 
Mace, yet upon affidavits that the voters intended to vote for Benja
min H. Mace, the Governor and Council tabulated and counted the 
vote for Benjamin H. Mace, he being the Fusion candidate, and re
ceiving the certificate of election. 

Other instances are found touching the question of the names 
used in the votes for different candidates where the decision of the 
Governor and Council was one way when it affected a Fusion cancli
date, and the other way when it affected a Republican candidate. 

In Oxford county, one of the Republican candidates for Senator 
was Francis W. Redlon, and in the town of Hanover the Republican 
vote as 8hown by the return was for Francis W. Rcidloncl. The 
Governor and Council refused to count the vote for Mr. Redlon and 
he lost the vote of the town. But in Lincoln Plantation in the same 
county, while the Fusion candidate was Charles Rankins, the vote of 
the plantation was thrown for Charles Rankin, and the Governor 
and Council tabulated and counted it for Charles Rankins. 

In ""\Vashington county, where one of the Fusion candidates was 
J amcs R. Talbot, the Governor and Council tabulated and counted 
for him the votes of the town of Talmadge which were returned as 
thrown for John R. Tabbot, and also the votes of Kossuth which by 
the return were thrown for James R. Talbart. 

In Cumberland county, one of the Fusion candidates for Senator 
was Isaac F. Quimby, but the New Gloucester and Raymond vote 
was thrown for Isaac F. Quinby. The Governor and Council 
tabulated and counted the vote for Isaac F. Quinby, while in Aroos
took county, where in the Ashland district John Burnham was the 
Republican candidate for the Legislature, and the vote of Ashland 
was returned for John Burnam, the Governor and Council refused 
to tabulate and count it for John Burnham. 

The towns of Stow and Denmark afford other instances of this 
inconsistency in applying the Governor and Council's rule as appears 

in the printed testimony ·o 

A strong instance of the perversity of the Governor and Council, 
and their determination to count in a majority of Fusion Senators 
and Representatives, at the expense of Republican candidates, is 
found in the action of the Governor and Council in the cases of the 

cities of Portland, Lewiston, Bath, Rockland and Saco. In these 
cases no argument or citation of law could induce the Governor and 
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Council to certificate the Republican Representatives who had been 
elected by large majorities, and even after the opinion of the Justices 
had been received, and an opportunity was offered to set the matter 
right, the rejection was persisted in. In this case Governor Garcelon 
testifies that he advised his Council, after the opinion was received, 
that the Republicans in Portland should receive their certificates, but 
he was overruled. 

In the district composed of the towns of Exeter and Garland, 
two brothers, viz: Geo. S. and Francis W. Hill, were rival candi
dates. The town of Exeter returned its vote for F. "\V. Hill, 220, 
G. S. Hill, 146, while the Garland return showed that Francis W. 
Hill received 131 votes, and George S. Hill 211, while in fact the 
Exeter votes were cast for Francis W. and George S., and not a 
single vote in either town being cast for either F. ,V. or G. S. Hill, 
thus showing that on the vote actually cast George S. Hill had a 
decided plurality. Yet the Governor and Council refused correction 
under the law of 1877, by allowing proof that the votes were in fact 
cast for George S. Hill, and that G. S. and George S. I-Iill were 
one and the same person, and decided that there were four different 
persons voted for, and issued a certificate to a mythical F. "\V. Hill, 
for whom not one man in the whole district had voted. 

THE IMPROPER USE AND EXPENDITURE OF' PUBLIC MONEYS UNDER 

THE CONTROL OF THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL, 

Your Committee have explored this subject so far as to disclosB 
great irregularities and misuses of public moneys. The accounts of 
the several members of' the Executive Council which are submitted 
and make part of .the testimony, show that the members lost no 
opportunity of making charges against the State and drawing pay 
from the public treasury. 

Attention is especially called to the extra charges made for work 
as members of the "Election Committee," while the work of tabu
lation and preparation was being done, which resulted in the '' count
ing out." In some cases the extra charges, as in the accounts of 
Mr. Fogg and Mr. Brown, amount to considerable sums of money, 
and these payments were in addition to the regular per diem pay, 
which was received for the same time. 

The charges of this kind show that the tabulation and preparation 
of the returns cost the State about eight hundred and fifty dollars. 
If any part of the five hundred dollars paid Mark Harden for his 
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extra services in addition to his salary, was earned for this service, 
the expense would be greater than the sum named. Ordinarily the 
extra expense of tabulation has been less than one hundred dollars. 
No doubt the extraordinary work performed by the Council in con
nection with the returns was onerous and wearing, but it is question
able whether the people who furnish the money will be gratified to 
find that so much of it was spent to accomplish such a result. 

THE APPROPRIATIONS. 

Your Committee have examined into the condition of the various 
appropriations made for the year 1879, for specific purposes, and find 
that they have generally been stripped and exhausted. The course 
of business followed appears to be that an account is kept with each 
appropriation, and that every snm drawn against it by warrant of 
the Governor and Council is charged to the appropriation, and the 
account is kept on the ledger in the Secretary of State's office, so 
that a glance at each account may show at any time the condition of 
the appropriation. 

vVhen an account or claim by any officer or employee or contractor 
of the government, or by any outside party is presented, it goes to 
the Governor and Council and is referred to its proper committee, 
which usually reports, if favorably, advising the Governor to draw 
his warrant on the State Treasurer for the sum allowed, and that 
the sum be charged to the proper appropriation, which is named in 
the "Report," and the object is stated for which the money is to be 
applied. 

This "Report" is approved by the Governor, and then a warrant 
is drawn by him on the State Treasurer, who, on presentation, pays 
it and keeps the warrant of the Governor as his voucher. 

The original account or claim, upon which the Governor and 
Council have acted, remains with them, and should be found, as has 
been the practice for years, accompanying the "Report." In most" 
cases they are so found. 

The rule also is, as it should be, that the "Report" which allows 
a bill or claim provides that it be paid out of the appropriation 
covering the subject matter of the bill or claim. 

The printing should be paid for from the appropriation for that 
purpose, as should be the binding. The appropriations for the 
different branches and needs of the Government should never be 
touched for other purposes. Otherwise the legislative scrutiny and 

• 
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restraint over the sums to be expended for such particular objects go 
for nothing, and the door is thrown wide open to the improper and 
fraudulent use of public money. 

Your Commit\fe find that this rule has been repeatecUy violated 
by the Governor -ncl Council for the year 1879. In many cases 
where money was needed for a particular purpose, and the appro
priation for that purpose was foun<t to be exhausted, the charge was 

, made against some appropriation in no respect related to the subject 
matter of the claim allowed, and the money taken from it on the 
warrant of the Governor and Council. 

In the space within which this report must be confined we cannot 
give the details as to the extent to which the late Governor and 
Council carried this practice of using public moneys for purposes 
other than those for which they were appropriated by the Legislature. 

The '' Free High School" appropriation seems to have been a 
favorite fund upon which to draw whenever the Governor and 
Council wanted more money. 

We have had copies of this appropriation and the account kept 
with it taken, and submit them as a part of the testimony and call 
attention to them. 

Of the appropriation for" Free High Schools," $15,474.97 were 
drawn and expended for legitimate purposes, while $8,703.23 were 
drawn and used for purposes entirely alien to the nature of the fund, 
the largest item. being the $4,000 drawn by warrant of the Governor 
and paid to him on December 31st, 1879. Other appropriations 
were overdrawn, no attention being paid to the limitation fixed by 
Legislature. These are shown by the '' accounts" which are sub
mitted as a part of the testimony. 

Special attention is called to the appropriation for printing, which 
has been overdrawn $1,112.48, and to the fact that in the account 
of Pillsbury & Co., the State printers, and the papers filed by them 
as their vouchers for moneys drawn from the treasury, no voucher or 
account is found for the payment of $1,000 on October 7th, 1879. 
It is claimed that demands for printing yet remain unsettled, but 

this apparent over-payment of public money should be closely 
looked into, and proper vouchers should be insisted upon when
ever settlement is made. 

• 
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THE MONEYS DRAWN BY Gov. GARCELON DURING THE LAST Two 

1Y EEKS OF IIIS Am,nNISTRATION. 

These amount to six thousand dollars. They were drawn in the 
usual manner, on reports of a committee of the Council approved 
by the Governor, and were as follows : 

December 24th, 1879, $1,000 for protection of public property; 
on appropriation for military purposes. 

December 31st, 1879, $1,000 for counsel fees and professional 
service for the State ; on the contingent fund of the Governor and 
Council. 

December 31st, 1879, $4,000, for expense incurred for police 
iervices; on the appropriation for Free High Schools. 

In neither case does any receipt, account or voucher appear with 
the report, or among any papers of the Governor and Council. 

The money was drawn in advance of its use, with no accompany
ing statement as to how it was to be used, taken from funds appro
priated for other specific purposes, and expended, if at all, without 
any warrant of law. 

We call special attention on this point to the statement of Gov
ernor Garcelon, which is found in full in the printed testimony, and 
which contains the narration of the facts and circumstances sur
rounding this remarkable transaction as viewed from the Governor's 
standpoint. 

The sum and substance of that statement is, that the money was 
drawn and used for payment of the force which Governor Garcelon 
placed in and about the State House during the last month of his 
administration, and in many cases running forward into what is com
monly called the '' Lamson, or '' Smith" or '' Fusion" government. 

It is not claimed that any warrant of law existed for the payment 
of a dollar of this money after Governor Garcelon, on Wednesday, 
January 7th, went out of office. 

The Governor himself does not claim that any such payment by 
him was authorized by law, and yet, as he admits, he has as late as 
February 20th paid money out in considerable sums to persons pre
senting claims to him, exactly as though the funds of the State in 
his hands were subject only to his own discretion in their use. It 
was in testimony before the Committee that from the 18th day of 
November to the time of the convening of the Legislature, a force 
was gathered in the State House which was gradually augmented in 
numbers by the addition of new recruits until the roll numbered 
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over one hundred men. In the first instance the number was not 
large, but as the time for the session of the Legislature drew close 
at hand, when the fruits of this conspiracy were to be realized in the 
election of a Governor and other State officers, this body of men 
was rapidly increased and guns and fixed ammunition were provided 
to meet any resistance which should be offered to this usurpation of 
the rights of those lawfully elected by the people. These men were 
distributed in and about the State House, under the general super
vision of the Superintendent and Capt. R. W. Black, a Democratic 
lawyer of Augusta. 

It appeared that these men were recruited from different cities in 
the State; that most of them were irresponsible, and that some of 
them were graduates of jails and the State prison, and of this last 
number was one man whom Governor Garcelon acknowledged that 
he pardoned during the past year. It further appeared from the 
testimony of the Superintendent that after the arms and ammunition 
were brought from Bangor, these men were drilled in their use until 
he expostulated against the proceeding. It also appeared from his 
testimony, ~hat he caused the guns borne by our soldiers in the war, 
to be loaded with powder and cut lead and kept in a room convenient 
to the rotunda, where they could be used upon the citizens of this 
State in case of an emergency. The men were supplied with police 

\ 

badges and clubs at the expense of the State. A roll of these men 
and a list of those of their number who had served sentences in the 
public jails and in the State prison will be found in the testimony 
taken before the Committee. No proper excuse or justification and 
no warrant of law is found for the employment of this extraordinary 
body of men. The Legislature of last year in the interest of econ
omy provided for only two night watchmen to protect the State 
House, and the Superintendent had no authority to employ a larger 
number. The men did not form any part of the police of the city 
of Augusta. Even in case of threatened insurrection the Governor 
is restricted to the employment of the militia if he requires more 
than the police of the city, in order to preserve public order and 
tranquility ; but in no case is he authorized to employ a body of 
reckless men, subject to no discipline and responsible to no com
manding officer, to be paid out of the treasury of the State; in 
whose hands arms are placed, and to whose discretion or want of 
discretion are exposed the lives of citizens in times of great public 
agitation and excitement. It was in testimony before your Com-
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mittee from Doctor Lancaster, the Superintendent, that it was con
templated by some of the Fusion leaders at Augusta to raise the 
money to meet these extra expenses by private subscription, The 
difficulties in the way of pa,ying this unauthorized force which be
longed to neither the civil nor military departments, which was with
out warrant of law and unnecessary for any legitimate purposes, was 
undoubtedly felt and appreciated, but according to the testimony of 
Governor Garcelon, he solved the difficulty by brushing aside the 
law, and not only defrayed these expenses from the public treasury, 
but just as his term of office expired drew out large sums of money, 
a part of which he now claims to have paid out, and a part of which 
he admits he still holds. The receipted roll to be found in the tes
timony, shows that the payment to these men in full up to January 
seventh, eighteen hundred and eighty, when the term of Governor 
Garcelon expired, amounted to over nine hundred and fifty dollars. 
This money was drawn on the warrant of the Governor, and by him 
paid to Adjutant General Leavitt, and by General Leavitt paid to 
the men. It will be borne in mind that the thousand dollars paid 
Leavitt for this purpose was not the same money as that paid to him 
at another time and for another purpose, and which has since been 
refunded by him to the State Treasurer. 

It will be remembered that Governor Garcelon, on the twenty
fourth day of December, drew one thousand dollars, and on the 
thirty-first day of the same month drew five thousand dollars more; 
of this sum one thousand dollars was paid over to Leavitt, January 
seventh, eighteen hundred and eighty, for the purpose of paying 
this force ; for the balance of the five thousand dollars, Governor 
Garcelon received the checks of the State Treasurer, drawn on dif
ferent banks, and each payable to his order. There is no pretence 
'that at this time any expense, which the Governor would be author
ized by law to pay, had accrued, and was unprovided for. These 
checks Governor Garcelon, in person, immediately presented for pay
ment, endorsing them as an individual, and received the money for 
them, and he now admits that he did not deposit it in any bank, 
and returned no account of it to any officer of the State. When 
called upon to account for this money, traced to his possession, Gov
ernor Garcelon produced before your Committee, receipts for money 
paid to various persons, ( including the one thousand dollars paid 
Adjutant General Leavitt) from December twenty-sixth, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-nine, to February twentieth, eighteen hundred 

8 
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and eighty, which amounted to the sum of three thousand seven 
hundred and forty-four dollars. This left in his hands the SUil'.J. of 
two thousand two hundred and fifty-six dollars, for which he had 
not accounted ; of this sum he claimed to have paid A. P. Gould f<:>r 
counsel fees, five hundred dollars ; to the members of his Council, 
four hundred and· sixty-five dollars; to special police, one hundred 
and six dollars ; for sundry bills and extra expenses, one hundred 
dollars; and for incidentals, one hundred and twenty-nine dollars, 
amounting in all to one thousand three hundred dollars, which left 
in his hands nine hundred and fifty-six dollars of the public moneys, 
which he admits has never been paid to any person, and has never 
been refunded to the State. An analysis of the receipts produced, 
discloses the fact that if correct they show that out of the whole 
three thousand seven hundred and forty-four dollars paid out by 
Governor Garcelon, two thousand one hundred and seventy-six dol
lars was paid B. F. Lancaster, Superintendent of Public Buildings, 
between the second day of January and the nineteenth day of 
February. It was supposed by the Committee in the first instance 
that this sum was paid to the force about the State House above 
mentioned, but further investigation disclosed the fact that this force 
had been paid in full up to January eighth. When questioned, 
Doctor Lancaster could only account for the expenditure of about 
five hundred dollars of the money received by him from the Governor, 
leaving about fifteen hundred dollars with no intelligible account of 
where it had gone, or to what purpose it had been appropriated. 
Your Committee were not impressed with the accuracy of these 
receipts. It appeared from Lancaster's testimony that after Gov
ernor Garcelon had left your. Committee on Monday last, he sent for 
Dr. Lancaster to come to his room, and that he, Dr. Lancaster, there 
wrote out the receipt for three hundred dollars, bearing date February 
twentieth, eighteen hundred and eighty, and also that he wrote in ink 
another receipt which, he said, had previously been written with a 
lead pencil. 

It is clear that no accuracy can be expected in such vouchers. Dr. 
Lancaster claims that the rolls, upon which the names of the men 
were borne, are in the hands of Governor Garcelon ; this Governor 
Garcelon denies, and claims that he produces the receipts of Lan
caster, and that he is accountable for the money. But it is certain 
that little reliance can be placed in the evidence of payments of the 
public moneys when no bill has been audited and no items are given 
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to.be preserved as vouchers. Of the money claimed to have been 
paid by Governor Garcelon, a large sum was paid after he ceased to 
hold any office in the State. His term expired January seventh, 
eighteen hundred and eighty. Instead of returning the moneys he 
wrongfully held, and accounting for what he had used, he went on 
paying out this money to persons not in the employ of the State, 
with a reckless improvidence which would have been the subject of 
censure had the money been his own. ,vhoever went to him with a 
claim, whether it was legal or otherwise, received pay. One instance 
will be sufficient. In the early part of his administration, members 
of his Council received double mileage. This as a , matter of form 
they paid back-or what they claimed to be the same thing-did not 
take their mileage for the next session. The matter rested until the 
close or near the close of the administration of Governor Garcelon, 
when the councillors applied to him for re-payment and he complied 
with their request and paid them. The amount of the sum so paid, 
including the double mileage and some other bills, was four hundred 
and sixty-five dollars. January sixteenth, eight days after Governor 
Garcelon's term of office expired, he paid G. W. French one hundred 
dollars for staff duty. Another sum of two hundred and twenty-nine 
dollars is chargoo for sundry bills. For all these paym~nts there are 
no vouchers, and no man can say that they are correctly made. Nor 
is the account of Dr. Lancaster without its peculiarities. He admits 
that he has sold one carpet belonging to the State, for which he has 
not as yet accounted, and your Committee have taken testimony 
showing that he procured a carpet for the library, and purchased 
too much by about thirty-three yards for the purpose. This surplus 
he cut off and sold, and has not yet rendered an account for the 
amount receiv~d. No mention is found of the fact of such sale, in 
any public record connected with any department of State. Dr. Lan
caster says he has not settled his account with the State, and intends • 
to account for the money received by him. But the transaction is 
one which should not be sanctioned. Great abuse is liable to creep 
in, if the Superintendent can buy new carpets and sell the surplus 
without any official action authorizing him so to do, and without 
making an account for the money he receives. Dr. Lancaster also 
admits that he paid some of the so-called police five dollars for 
twenty-four hours' service. This seems to your Committee to be 
rather extravagant, considering the character of the men employed, 
especially when the law restricts watchmen in his department to 
two persons, and defines their compensation. 
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It is clear to the Committee that the public funds to a very large 
amount have been unlawfully drawn from the State Treasury, and 
have been misapplied. A considerable sum of the money is still 
retained, in open violation of the statutes of this State. If any 
official, upon leaving office, and after the expiration of his term can, 
upon any pretext whatever, take from the treasury funds belonging 
to the State and disburse them at pleasure to parties claiming to 
have demands against the State, then there is no longer any safety 
for the public moneys, but they can be plundered and squandered 
without any limit, and we may well be filled with apprehensions, 
when we see a transaction like this where, if there was no actual 
criminal intent, there is such a reckless disregard of consequences 
and of law as to amount to a crime against the people whose trust 
and confidence have been violated and abused. It is difficult to be
lieve that Governor Garcelon did not know the danger and wicked
ness of such a proceeding. He and his Council must have known 
that such acts were in violation of law and in contravention of com
mon prudence and honesty, and the desperation with which this 
scheme to perpetuate their own power has been pursued, may arise 
from the vain hope that they might be able to hide from the eyes of 
the people, these irregularities which only require t<1 be exposed in 
order to be condemned. Your Committee recommend that the at
tention of the Attorney General be called to the large amounts now 
in the hands of either Governor Garcelon or Dr. Lancaster, and to 
the amounts drawn by E. :F. Pillsbury & Co., for which there appear 
to be no vouchers ; and that such proceedings be instituted as will 
protect the interests of the State and vindicate the demands of 
public justice. 

POSITION OF THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL IN THE INVESTIGATION • 

On March fourth, eighteen hundred and eighty, the Clerk of the 
Committee, George D. Bisbee, Esq., who has been most faithful and 
efficient in the discharge of his duties, acting under the unanimous 
vote of the Committee, addressed the following letter of notification 
to Governor Garcelon and each member of his Council, with the 
exception of Mr. Moody, who had already appeared and testified 
before the Committee, and Mr. Parker of Aroostook county, to whom 
a telegraphic note to the same effect was sent : 



JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 37 

AUGUSTA, March 4, 1880. 

Sm :-I am directed by unanimous vote of the Committee on Investi
gation into Election Returns and Expenditure and Appropriation of 
Public Moneys, to inform you that the Committee has investigated into 
and taken testimony upon the subject matter committed to it by the 
Legislature, including the acts of the Governor and Council upon said 
election. returns, and the appropriation of public moneys under their con
trol, and that an opportunity will be offered for you to appear before said 
Committee, on Monday I the eighth day of March, at the Capitol in Augusta, 
to testify and make explanation upon the matter before said Committee. 
Parties appearing before the Committee will be allowed the usual fees 
for travel and attendance. 

Very respectfully yours, 

GEORGE D. BISBEE, 

Clerk of Committee. 

No one of the ex-members of the Council so notified has seen fit 
to appear before your Committee in response to such notice. Mr. 
Foster, who is absent in a distant State, has responded in a courteous 
letter, regretting his inability to be present, as he is so far away. 
Mr. Fogg has replied in a long letter, which goes into the testimony, 
and which has already been published in some of the State news
papers. Governor Garcelon has appeared and given extended 
testimony, which is herewith submitted. 

The weight of all the testimony rests so heavily upon these 
members of Governor Garcelon's Council, who have refused to come 
forward as they have ample opportunity of doing, to explain or deny 
the facts which the testimony leaves at their doors, that your Com
mittee, bearing in mind the well known rule that no witness, if 
forced to appear, can be compelled to testify to facts involving him 
in a crime, have concluded to leave these men where the testimony 
leaves them, exercising the privilege, invoked by criminals for ages 
past, of not testifying against themselves. Their names and resi
dences are as follows: Charles H. Chase, Portland; Frank M. Fogg, 
Lewiston; Simon S. Brown, Fairfield; Halsey H. Monroe, Thomas
ton; Frederick G. Parker, Presque Isle. 

GOVERNOR GARCELON. 

Hon. Alonzo Garcelon, whose term of office as Governor was made 
notorious by the events into which your Committee have been 
examining, came forward when called, and his testimony which we 
submit is long and cannot fail to be read with deep interest. It is 
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but just to say that, while before your Committee, Governor Garcelon 
always declared himself willing to disclose everything that he knew 
relating to the investigation. His memory at times was infirm, and 
when he was confronted with acts on his part for which he had no 
warrant of law he repeatedly failed to give any satisfactory reason 
for his course. He is shown clearly to have become committed to 
a course beset with infractions and bold violation of the law, and to 
have shrunk at nothing in pursuing that course, and he had at many 
times the opportunity given him, which he always perversely disre
garded, to halt in his course, and by following a path plainly marked 
out for him by the law, to end all the troubles, and give peace to the 
State. He was in many cases besought by Senators and Represen
tatives, who had been legally elected, to hear their cases, and to de
cide upon them according to the law and the constitution. In all 
these cases he turned a deaf ear, and persisted in issuing certificates 
of election to persons who had been plainly rejected by the people. 

·when an indignant, but yet law-abiding people, expressed their 
determination to see that every legal and peaceful method known in 
our government should be resorted to in order to prevent the viola
tion of popular rights, Governor Garcelon instead of respecting this 
firm attitude, took such a course as to all the more arouse and inflame 
public discontent. He brought arms to the Capitol from a distant city, 
where they had been kept safely for years; he filled the State Capitol 
with a force- of irresponsible men, whom he put under irresponsible 
leaders, and he so exercised his authority, that these men were 
allowed to arm themselves in readiness for an assault upon the cit
izens of the State who are wont to assemble in its Capitol when the 
time for the annual meeting of the Legislature is at hand. He 
claims that all this was done under the apprehension that his posses
sion of his office and his custody of the property and archives of 
the State were threatened. 

Your Committee fail to see that any such danger was imminent, or 
that there was any warrant or justification for such a display of force 
as Governor Garcelon resorted to, or for the large expenditure of 
the public moneys that resulted from his rash and ill-timed act. 

In accord with this spirit of perversity was the refusal to accept 
the first opinion of the Justices of the Supreme Court as a settlement 
of the grave questions which had arisen. So far as we can judge 
from Governor Garcelon's testimony, he looked upon the "opinion" 
of the Justices as being of no moment whatever, except in any such 
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part of it as might agree with and sustain his own preconceived 
notion. 

Certainly he so acted, and he thereby ran the awful risk of turn
ing the State over to the formless rule of anarchy. 

It is due, not to him in the least, but to the forbearance and self 
constraint of the people of the State, that the peaceful processes of 
law were waited for, and that these processes were permitted to 
work out the people's relief. 

To what extent Governor Garcelon participated in or sympathized 
with the wanton transgression of law which the treatment of the 
election returns shows in dozens of cases, it is not easy for us to de
cide. His opportunities were constant, and he fails to show a single 
case where he successfully interposed to prevent the wrong. 

Taking his own story, as found in the testimony, he accepted the 
results of the work of his Council without scrutiny, although the 
most cursory examination of that work would have brought him face 
to face with the frauds which had been committed. 

As the responsibility rested finally with him, and all the certificates 
of election were issued by his direction, he cannot escape a large 
share of the burden which rests and must for years rest upon all the 
men who were engaged in the attempt to overturn the result of a 
popular election and to seize upon the Government of the State. 

But Governor Garcelon has in all places, both public and private 
where he has been found since the election, asseverated not only his 
own innocence, but the legality and fairness of the work of his Coun
cil. He has made that work a subject of boastful comment up to a 
time within the last month. But he plainly left your Committee in 
another mood. ·when he was confronted with the returns, and the 
tabulations, and the final lists, and when the suppressions and 
erasures and forgeries were brought to his notice, and when he was 
shown case after case where the rules of law, which he had vaunt
ingly asserted to have been his guide, had been applied in one way 
when they would count in a member of his own party, and in the 
opposite way when they would count out a Republican, he made no 
further defence or excuse for, or denial ot the wrong done, but leav
ing it with the Council which had turned the final '' lists" over to 
him, he passionately asserted his own innocence, and declared that 

a "Judas" among the number had done the villainy. 
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CONCLUSIONS. 

Your Committee present to the Legislature all the testimony 
which has been taken up to the present time, and ask that it may be 
printed, as well as this report. 

This testimony in the judgment of your Committee, justifies the 
following conclusions :-

The returns from the cities, towns and plantations in the State 
were, contrary to usage, kept by the Governor and Council from 
all inspection or scrutiny by candidates, their counsel or any parties 
legitimately interested in them. 

During such time as the returns were so kept, many alterations, 
erasures and forgeries were made upon them, for the purpose of 
changing the result ; and in all cases ,which have been discovered, 
such improper treatment of the returns resulted against Republican 
candidates, and in favor of the Fusion candidates. 

During the same time, from information which must in nearly all 
cases have come from the officials who were examining and tabulat
ing the returns, or who had the custody of them, defects in Fusion 
towns were being cured by substituting new and correct returns 01' 

by affidavits taken ex-parte for the purpose of curing such defects. 
In addition to this, and by reason of information furnished in the 
manner stated, affidavits were being taken and cases were gotten up 
for the purpose of throwing out Republican towns. 

In all cases affected by such causes the results invariably counted 
out Republican candidates and counted in Fusion candidates, and 
this to the extent that the majority in each House of the Legislature 
was illegally changed from the Republican side to the Fusion side. 

In reaching this result the Governor and Council refused to allow 
Republican errors in the returns to be corrected by the records, 
although such correction was offered repeatedly by Republican can
didates or their counsel. 

The different rules of law laid down by the Governor and Council 
as their guide in tabulating the returns, and in certificating from 
such tabulations, were applied in different ways, as they were 
·enforced where they would throw out a Republican candidate but 
not enforced where they would throw out a Fusion candidate. 

Many of these rules were contrary to law, and must have been 
made solely for the purpose of securing a Fusion quorum in each 
branch of the Legislature. 
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The illegal and fraudulent acts before referred to were a part of a 
premeditated plan, and the conspiracy, the object of which was to 
secure a quorum of Fusion members in each branch of the Legisla
ture, embraced the members of the Executive Council, and the Gov
ernor of the State must have been, in some degree, in complicity 
with them. 

Both Governor and Council must then be held accountable for the 
fraudulent practices under which the election returns were changed 
so that the will of the people was set aside and illegal certificates 
issued to Senators and Representatives in sufficient numbers to 

change the political complexion of both branches of the Legislature. 

MISAPPROPRIATIONS OF THE PUBLIC MONEYS, 

Your Committee conclude : 
That the different appropriations by the Legislature have been 

diverted from their legitimate purposes, and in many cases have been 
overdrawn and exhausted. 

That the public funds have been withdrawn from the treasury of 
the State by Governor Garcelon and his Council without warrant of 
law, and have been applied to unauthorized uses, and for unlawful 
purposes. 

That a large sum of money belonging to the State remains in the 
hands of Governor Garcelon and other officials of last year, which 
should be recovered and put back into the treasury. 

That the recklessness of management, disclosed in the transactions 
of the past year, tends to destroy public confidence, undermine thQ 
public credit, and introduce practices which, if unrebuked, will prove 
fatal to the future progress and prosperity of the State. 

ANDREW HAWES, } On the part of 
AUSTIN HARRIS, the Senate. 

EUGENE HALE, ) 
A. A. STROUT, On the part of 
CHAS. V. LORD, the House of 
C. C. SPRINGER, Representatives. 
SILAS W. COOK, 

To the Senate 
and House of Representatfves 

of the State of Maine. 
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March 18i 1880. 

Presented and read by Mr. HALE for the Majority of the Committee, 
and accepted on motion of Mr. YOUNG of Brunswick: and the Minority 
Report ordered to be incorporated. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
ORAMANDAL SMITH, Clerk. 

IN SEN.A.TE, March 18, 1880. 

Report accepted in concurrence, and the Minority Report ordered to be 
incorporated. 

C. W. TILDEN, Secretary. 
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MINORITY REPORT. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, } 

March 18, 1880. 

The undersigned, a minority of the Committee of Investigation, 
appointed by virtue of an order of the House, dated February fifth, 
eighteen hundred and eighty, beg leave to submit the following 
brief minority report : 

Silence on the part of the undersigned would be construed as an 
assent to all the positions and conclusions of. the majority report, 
as well as to the statement of facts. 

The undersigned are unwilling and unable to give their assent to 
all of the arguments and conclusions of such majority report, though 
they cannot deny that the recital of facts in the report is substantially 
in accordance with the evidence. Mr. Moody of the Council of 
Governor Garcelon, was before the Committee, but he failed to 
explain the irregularities which had been proved. 

Governor Garcelon also testified at a later period in the investiga
tion, that he had no previous knowledge of much which has been 
shown by the testimony to need explanation. 

A letter, courteous in its language, was addressed by the Clerk of 
the Committee, to each of the other members of Governor Garcelon's 
Council, saying that an opportunity would be granted them to appear 
and testify. 

The undersigned regret that the members of the . Council have 
not seen fit to appear and explain the irregularities which seem to 
exist. 

The evidence being uncontradicted, the undersigned cannot make 
a denial of the facts proved by it, and can only withhold their assent 
to the conclusions arrived at by the majority of the Committee. 

HENRY INGALLS, 

GEO. F. HILL. 



IN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,} 
March 18, 1880. 

Submitted by Mr. INGALLS, for the Minority of the Committee, and 

ordered to be incorporated ·with the Majority Report. 

ORAMANDAL SMI'fH, Clerk. 

IN SENATE'. March 18, 1880. 
Read in concurrence. 

C. W. TILDEN, Secretary. 
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STATE OF MAINE. 

Resolve concerning the printing of the report and testimony of the Joint Select Com
mittee to investigate alleged irregularities and changes of election returns, and the 
illegal expenditures of public moneys. 

Resolved, The Senate concurring, that twenty-five hundred copies of the 
report of the majority and minority of the joint select committee of inves
tigation into alleged irregularities and changes in the election returns, 
and the illegal uses and expenditures of public moneys under the control 
of the governor and council, together with the testimony accompanying, 
be printed, of which number fifteen hundred copies shall be for the use of 
the house of representatives, five hundred copies for the use of the senate, 
two hundred for the use of the governor and council, and three hundred for 
the use of the committee which has conducted the investigation; and five 
thousand copies of the report alone shall further be printed, three thou
sand for the use of the house, one thousand for the use of the senate, five 
hundred for the use of the governor and council, and five hundred for the 
use of said committee; and the sum of three thousand dollars is hereby 
appropriated for the above purposes. 

(Approved March 19, 1880.) 

Resolve concerning the Joint Select Committee of Investigation into alleged irregu
larities, changes, and suppression of the election returns. 

Resolved, The Senate concurring, that the Joint Select Committee of 
investigation into alleged irregularities, changes and suppression of the 
election returns and into the illegal uses and expenditures of public 
moneys under the control of the Governor and Council, be and is hereby 
authorized to sit after the close of the prese~1t session of the Legislature. 
for the purposes of continuing the investigation committed to it, and the 
power to further summon witnesses, send for persons and papers, admin
ister oaths and to employ clerical and stenographic force is given to said 
committee, and they may if the same shall be deemed expedient, make 
report of their further investigation to the Governor and Council. The 
sessions of the committee shall be holden when practicable in Augusta at 
the Capitol. 

(Approved March 191 1880.) 





EVIDENCE. 

AUGUST.A, ME., 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1880, P. M. 

GEORGE D. BISBEE, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. HILL: 
Q·uestion. From whom did you receive the returns? 
Answer. I received them from the Secretary of State, through the 

hands of Mr. Milliken, who is an assistant; he personally 
delivered them to me. Mr. Milliken and myself took those dockets, 
or taibulations, and checked each return off, right through. 

Question. Have any of them been changed since they came into 
your possession? 

Answer. Not that I am aware of. 
Question. You have no knowledge of their condition when they 

went out of Sawyer's or Gove's hands? 
Answe1·. No, sir. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. As clerk of this Committee, for the Committee, you 

have had the possession and custody of all of these papers? 
Answer. I have. 
Question. Have you kept them in your possession? · 
Answer. I have kept them in my possession. When I was not 

there they have been in the safe, locked up. 
Question. Have you a steel or iron safe? 
Answer. It is steel or iron. I obtained it for that purpose. 
Question. You received them as clerk of this Committee, as its 

sworn officer? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Whether or not these returns, (with the exception of 

the identification or checking marks) and the other papers, are in 
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the same condition, without alteration or change, that they were in 
when you received them from the hands of the Secretary of State? 

Answe1·. They are. 

BY MR. HILL: 
Question. At what time did you receive these returns from Mr. 

Milliken? 
Answer. I came here Tuesday, two weeks ago to-day, and I 

received the returns from Mr. Milliken either Wednesday or Thurs
day following, I cannot say which; I think I received a part of 
them Wednesday, but not the whole till Thursday. 

Question. What position does l\fr. Milliken hold? 
Answer. I do not know; but he is a clerk in the Secretary of 

State's office. 
Question. Under the present administration? 
Answer. Yes; the Secretary of State went down with me into the 

room under wh~t is termed the general office, and directed Mr. 
Milliken to turn over the returns to me. 

Question. Did you notice ·where he took them from? 
Answer. Yes ; as you go down into the lower room, on the left 

hand side there are closets or cupboards, and he opened the door, 
and they were in the boxes ; and on the boxes were marked the 
words "Representatives" and "Senators." Then, the County Offi
cers returns were not there. The returns for Senators and Repre
sentatives were in red boxes about two feet long and ten inches or a 
foot wide. 

Question. Were the boxes or doors locked? 
Answer. The boxes were not locked ; there are hasps on the 

boxes. The doors were locked. 

GEORGE D. BISBEE, recalled. 

BY l\lR. STROUT : 
Question. Whether or not this blank return shown you, and the 

envelope, were turned over to you by the Secretary of State with the 
other returns from Washington county? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and the second return, marked "Exhibit 2," 
was turned over to me about a week after, either by Major Nye or 
the Messenger to the Governor, I cannot say which. They both 
brought several packages of papers to me and represented they 
were found that. Sunday night; and this was among one of the pack
ages. 
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GEORGE D. BISBEE, recalled March 4, 1880. 

BY J\fa. STROUT: 
Question. You are Clerk of this Committee? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. State from what parties you received the returns for 

Senators, Representatives, Governor and County Officers, the 
dockets, tabulations and papers which have been produced before 
this Committee and examined by them? 

Answer. I received the dockets and tabulations from the Secre
tary of State, J\fr. Chadbourne. I received the returns for Governor, 
Senators, and Representatives from him, through the hands of his 
clerk, ]\fr. Milliken. I received the returns for County Officers from 
the hands of Major Frank E. Nye of Augusta. The reports of the 
Committee of the late Governor and Council on Election Returns, 
numbered "679," "680," "681," "702," "713," and "Exhibit L, 
G. D. B., Clerk of Committee," I received from the hands of Major 
Frank E. Nye. All the letters, affidavits, correspondence, and other 
papers pertaining to the election or to election returns, I received 
from the hnds of Major Frank E. Nye ; I except the letter from the 
Selectmen of Fairfield, which was with the election returns. 

Question. You have already been asked, but I will ask again, are 
these papers in the same condition that they were in when you 
received them, with the exception of marks of identification which 
have been placed upon them in their use before the Committee? 

Answer. They are, so far as I know; and they have not been out 
of my custody. 

Question. Have there been any ch:wges or alterations or erasures. 
in any election returns since they came into your hands? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 
Qttestion. Have you not been in a position to know if there had 

been any changes? 
Answer. I have had the entire control of them. Mr. Hobbs as

sisted me a few days, at work in my presence, in arranging the 
papers. 

Quest1'.on. No alterations were made by him? 
Answer. No, sir, not any; neither by myself nor any other person .. 

GEORGE D. BISBEE, recalled March 17, 1880. 

[Paper marked "Exhibit 37, G. D. B., Clerk of Committee," was 
read to the Committee by the witness, who made the following state
ment:] 

4 
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MR. BISBEE THE WITNESS : 

Copies of this letter were addressed to Governor Garcelon and 
each member of his Executive Council respectively, with the excep
tion of l\fr. Moody, and Dr. Parker of Aroostook county, and mailed 
to them Friday morning, March fifth, eighteen hundred and eighty. 
I also telegraphed the substance of the letter to Dr. Parker. Mr. 
Moody had previously been before the Committee. 

In answer to my communication: I received "Exhibit 39, G.D. B., 
Clerk oj Cornmittee," addressed to myself and signed by F. l\f. Fogg; 
also a letter signed by J. B. Foster, directed to myself as Clerk of 
the Committee, marked ''Exhib1'.t40, G.D. B., Clerk of Cornmi:ttee," 
dated Chicago, March tenth, eighteen hundred and eighty. 

I also put into the case "Exhibit 38, G.D. B., Clerk of Cmnmittee," 
which appears to be the report of the Committee on Election Returns 
for Representatives, from Aroostook county, dated December 
tenth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and signed by E. C. 
Moody, Chairman. 

MARCH 4, 1880, P. l\L 

SuMNER J. CHADBOUR~E, swJrn and examJned. 

BY l\fa. STROUT : 
Question. Your residence? 
Answer. Augusta. 
Question. You are now Secretary of State? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. You have heard the testimony of George D. Bisbee, 

before the Committee this afternoon? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. State where you obtained the returns for Governor, Sen

ators, Representatives and County Officers, and the dockets and 
other papers, which he says you turned over to him as Clerk of this 
Committee? 

Answer. I received the returns of votes for Governor, Senators 
and Representatives from the hands of P. A. Sawyer, late Deputy 
Secretary of State, on the thirty-first day of January last, at three 
minutes past five o'clock in the afternoon. He came with an 
expressman and brought them, and the tabulations of the Senatorial 
and Representatives votes. 

Question. Were they so turned over to you by Mr. Sawyer 
according to a previous arrangement made with him, and had he 
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possession of them previous to his delivering them to you, claiming 
to hold them as the Fusion Secretary of State? 

.Answer. I had not a personal agreement with him. I served a 
notice on him on the thirty-first day of January, making a demand, 
and I specified everything; it was served upon him by Sheriff Libby 
of this [Kennebec J county, and he told Libby that he would make 
retnrn of those articles at five o'clock in the afternoon. The tabu
lation for County Officers I found in the office when I went in. I 
went in on the seventeenth, and found it on the eighteenth, I think, 
in the lower office. Mr. Rowe, my clerk, was there present when 
Sawyer returned the papers, a]so Mr. Hawes and Mr. Cook, and 
several others. I made such examination as I could of them at that 
time. vV e tried to arrange them. They were mixed up, the returns 
for Senators and Representatives and Governor, somewhat mixed. 
We arranged them as well as we could on the table there. I then 
put them in charge of Mr. Rowe. 

Question. Were they placed in the archives of the Secretary of 
State? 

.Answer. They were. 
Question. And were they in your official custody as Secretary of 

State after that time? 
.Answer. They were. 
Qiiestion. You passed them over to the Clerk of this Committee? 
.Answer. I went clown with Mr. Bisbee and directed Mr. Rowe to 

do so. 
Qttestion. Was Mr. Rowe the officer in official charge of the room 

where those were kept? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. ,Vhile those documents, papers, returns, dockets and 

tabulations were in your possession, as Secretary of State, from the 
time they were delivered up to you by l\fr. Sawier to the time they 

, were turned over to this Committee for examination, were there any 
changes or altertations or erasures made in them by yourself or any 

other person? 
.Answer. There was none made by myself nor by any other per-

son, to my knowledge. 
Question. Where were they kept? 
.Answer. In the lower office. 
Question. In whose charge were they? 
.Answer. I had two clerks there most of the time. I do not 
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remember the date Mr. Milliken came. Mr. Milliken and Mr. Rowe 
have charge of that room. 

Question. Are they both present? 
Answer. They are. The night I received them I had a little curi

osity to look at one return, and did so ; that was the return of the 
town of Gouldsborough, the Oliver P. Bragdon case. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. From whom did you receive possession of the office? 
Answer. I took possession. J was admitted to the office of the 

Secretary of State on the evening of January seventeenth, about ten 
o'clock, I think, half-past nine or ten, by the Mayor of the city, Mr. 
Nash, who had a key. I was informed iJ1at he received the key to 
the office from the then Superintendent of Public Buildings, Dr. 
Lancaster. 

Question. You do not know in whose possession the County docket 
had been prior to that time? 

Answer. It was in the office. Sawyer was in possession of the 
office till I took possession, and I found this the next day, in the 

lower office. 
Question. Had he continued to occupy up to the time you took 

possession? 
Answer. I presume so, because I was in the office that evening 

about five or six o'clock, or later, and he was there. 
Question. Prior to that time had he continued to occupy that 

office? 
Answer. He was Deputy Secretary of State up to that time, and 

I presume he occupied it ; I cannot swear that he was there all the 
time, but we would naturally suppose that the office and archives 
were in his custody. He was under Mr. Gove, of course. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. The Fusion State officers, or, persons claiming to be 

such, had held possession of that office and had remained in that 
room till you came in at that time? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

BY MR. HALE: 
Question. Sawyer delivered these returns over to you as the com

plete Senatorial and Representative returns? 
Answer. He said they were all he carried away. We tried to 

ascertain if they were complete. I found it would be a long job. I 
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tried to arrange them, to ascertain if they were all there, but I could 
not state that they were all. I did not go through them. He 
delivered them to me as the returns of votes cast for Senators and 
Representatives. I inquired of Mr. Sawyer where the returns of 
votes for County Officers were. He stated to me they had never 
been in his possession after he delivered them to the Council, and 
he stated he thought that they might be found, but he did not in
timate where. We searched for them, had previously and did after
wards, but were not able to find them. 

BY l\iR. STROUT: 

Qiwstion. In what condition did you find the office of Secretary 
of State and other offices? 

Answer. On the night of January seventeenth, after my election 
and qualification, the Governor sent for Mr. Sawyer, and he came 
to the Governor's private room; the Governor had an interview with 
him, and then sent for me. I did not know the character of the 
interview with the Governor, but I presume he made a request for, 
or suggested that he had better turn over, the keys to the office. 
At any rate, after that interview, I had an interview with Mr. Saw
yer in the same room, and I serve~ a written demand on him for the 
archives and keys, and everything belonging to the office. Mr. 
Sawyer said that he felt obliged to refuse to deliver up to me the 
keys and archives of the office, and if I got possession I must take 
it forcibly ; that is, he should not offer any personal resistance, but 
I would have to take it forcibly. I tried to persuade him that it 
would be better for him to give it up, but he refused and went away. 
I was then admitted to the office as stated, by the Mayor, and made 
such examination of the office as I could that night. I found the 
drawers all locked, and the safe was locked. The next business 
day I made a further examination and found that these returns aul 
tabulations we have already mentioned were missing, also the re
ports of the Council and the Council Journal for eighteen hundred 
and seventy-nine. Mr. Sawyer returned the Council Journal and 
those reports and the other papers which I have mentioned. Those 
returns and papers came back to the office done up in parcels, in 
wrapping paper, and l\lr. Sawyer said they were in.just the same 
paper then as when he carried them away-that they had never been 

unwrapped. 
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JAMES S. RowE, sworn ancl examinecl. 

13Y J\ifo. STROUT : 
Question. Are yon clerk in the office of Secretary of State? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. vVhen did your employment as such commence? 
Answer. I think, the nineteenth of January, Monday. 
Question. Have you heard the testimony of Mr. Chadbourne, who 

has just appeared before the Committee, in relation to the returns? 
Answer. I have. 
Qnestion. Do yon remember when they were returned to the office 

of the Secretary of State by Mr. Sawyer? 
Answer. I remember they were returned there Saturday night, 

about five o'clock. 
Question. "'\Vhat was done with them? 
Ansicer. After opening them and looking at some of them, trying 

to see whether they were all straight ( they were in bundles), I undid 
the bnnclles and straightened them up, and tried to get them in shape. 
After a vain attempt to get them in shape, we put them hack as 
well as ·we could and carried them down stairs and examined them a 
little ; some of the returns we had in our minds to see that they 
were there. vVe looked at the Bragdon return. Then we did them up 
and carried them into the lower room. I went into the CounciJ room 
where the boxes which they should be kept in were, and found two 
or three boxes and brought them clown and put the returns into 
them, straightened them out, took them out of the paper in which 
they were wrapped, and put them into the boxes. 

Question. What do you mean by straightened them out? 
Answer. They were twisted up and doubled up, not in regular 

order, but like a lot of papers that had been gathered up hastily and 
tied up in bundles, so as to be compact. They were not filed or laid 
out in sheets, but were rolled up, sheets doubled in the middle, some 
in files, some in bundles. vVe arranged them and tried to put the 

different kinds by themselves, the returns for Representatives by 
themselves, those for Governor by themselves, and those for Sena
tors by themselves. 

Question. That is all you did? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you have charge of the room where they were 
kept? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Was the office of the Secretary of State locked when 
you left it at night? 

Answer. The office of the Seoretary of State and my office are 
connected by an open passage way. The Secretary's office is locked 
when we leave at night; the door between our two rooms is open ; 
there is a door at the foot of the stairs, leading into the entry, which 
is kept locked whenever I am not there. 

Questfon. "\Vere you present ·when they were delivered up to the 
Clerk of the Committee for inspection? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. ·were they delivered up as stated by Mr. Chadbourne? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qaestion. State whether there was any alteration or change made 

in the returns, any erasures or additions to them in any way, while 
in your possession? 

Answer. Nothing of the kind, to my knowledge. 
Question. Either by yourself or any other person? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. vVho, beside yourself, had charge of these returns? 
Answer. l\fr. Minot was with me, I think, when they first came 

in; he was taken sick very soon, and Mr. Milliken came in, and 
was with me in charge of the rooms. 

Question. Is l\lilliken a clerk in the office of Secretary of State? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. "\Vere those returns in your official custody till they 

were delivered up to this Committee? 
Answer. Tftey were. vVe were cautioned by Mr. Chadbourne to 

take special care of them, ancr see they were not disarranged or 
touched, or anything done to them; so we could swear, when they 
went out of our custody, that they were the same as when they 
came in. "\Ve took special care. 

Qitestion. Can yon swear they are in the same condition? 
Ansu:er. I can swear I believe that when they left my custody 

they were in the same condition as "W'.hen they came into it. After 
they were first brought there I had the boxes placed . in a closet, 
under lock and key, in the room, the key in my pocket; that is, 
after the first day or two they were under lock and key. 

Qitestion. When you got them straightened out and filed? 
Answer. vVhen I got them arranged. 
Question. What you mean by straightening them out and arrang-
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ing is putting all of a kind together, so th~ir heads were the same 
way, and the towns and counties by themselves? 

Answer. Yes, the counties; and rubber straps were around the 
counties ; those that I found out I put in. 

Question. After you got them so arranged did you keep them 
locked up in this closet? 

Answe1·. Yes, sir. In regard to the County returns, the first day 
I went into the office I had been looking around to find what I could, 
and see if I could find any returns ; before I knew where they were, 
before I had seen Sawyer and he told me he had them in his posses
sion, I was trying to find them. I looked into all the drawers and 
places I could find, and in the table in my room ; in one drawer I 
pulled out this tabulation of County Officers. That was the first 
thing we discovered in relation to returns or tabulations. That was 
in the lower room-the engrossing room. 

JAl\IES S. RowE, recalled. 

Question. Have you examined the account of Dr. B. F. Lancas
ter ; and, if so, state whether or not there was any return made to 
the State of the money received by him for the sale of a carpet to 
Mr. H. D. Getchell, amounting to twenty-two dollars and thirty-two 
cents, to which he has just testified? 

Answer. I have examined the accounts, and have failed to find 
any such credit. 

JAl\IES R. MILLIKEN, sworn mid examined . 

• BY MR. HALE: 
Question. Are you clerk in the Secretary of State's office? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. What room do you occupy? 
Answer. The room under the main office. 
Question. The same room that Mr. Rowe has spoken of? 
~nsu:er. Yes, sir. 
Question. When did you go into that room? 
Answer. The second day of February. 
Question. State whether or not you saw these returns which have 

been spoken of by 1\fr. Chadbourne and Mr. Rowe, and the dockets 
and papers? · 

Answer. I did. I do not recollect of seeing those for County 
Officers. 
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Question. The others you saw? 
Answer. I did.· 
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Question. Were you, together with Mr. Rowe, in charge of that 
room after you went there ? 

Answer. I was. 
Question. State whether or not these returns were kept in that 

room till they were passed over to this Committee for examination? 
Answer. They were ; Mr. Chadbourne was very particular about 

having them kept under lock and key, and that nobody should have 
access to them, and if anybody did that we should stand over him. 

Question. For what reason? 
Answer. To see that nothing was done to them, no marks made 

on them ; so that we might say they were delivered up the .same as 
we found them. 

Question. Can you say that? 
Answer. So far as my own knowledge goe~, I can. I never per

mitted anybody to look at them excepting when I stood right by. 
If a man wanted to find any particular return from any particular 
town, I always found it for him in the bundle of the County, and 
stood by until he had examined it as much as he said would satisfy 
him, and then I put it back. 

Question. ""\Vere any marks, or changes, or alterations, or addi
tions made U()On those returns, or papers, or tabulations, either by 
yourself or any other person, to your knowledge? 

Answer. Not after we had charge of them. 

FRANK E. NYE, sworn and exani'ined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 

Question. vVhere is your residence? 
Answer. Augusta. 
Question. vVhat is your occupation? 
Answer. Insurance business. 
Qiwstion. ""\Vere you employed during the months of January and 

February last in the Capitol? 
Answe1·. I was. 
Question. In what capacity? 
Answer. Under detail both from the Governor and General Cham

berlain. During the month of January, up to the seventeenth, I was 
under the immediate command of General Chamberlain. After that 
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I was left here to finish up the business, and was then under detail 
from the Governor. 

Q'Uestion. What room did you occupy in the building? 
Answer. The Adjutant General's office and the office in which this 

Committee have been sitting. 
Q'Uestion. State what search you made for papers ; and state what 

papers you found, and where; and the circumstacces under which 
you found them? 

Answer. I made several searches in the building while under Gen
eral Chamberlain, without finding anything. Finally, on the four
teenth of February, I think, on Sunday~ General Harris and myself 
started to make a thorough search of the building. ·we took that 
day because the papers and other documents were not in use by 
committees of the Legislature or by the officers in the different de
partments. 1Ve examined the Secretary of State's office thoroughly, 
and found nothing. vVe then went to the Council Chamber, and, in 
the case in there, which the Secretary of State uses when acting as 
Clerk of the Council, we found, on the second shelf, a box which 
contained quite a number of papers-among them affidavits from 
certain towns in vVashington county, and certaiii affidavits from 
towns in Franklin county, and a number of letters; also the Sena
torial return from the town of Jonesborough. 

Q'Uestion. What purported to be a return? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Have you heard the testimony that certain affidavits 

and papers before the Committee came from your hands? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Q1wstion. vV ere these the papers you refer to? 
Answer. Yes, sir, most of them. I have seen them since they 

have been here and could identify them. 
Q'Uestion. State whether or not you found the returns for County 

Officers ; and, if so, where, and under what circumstances? 
Answer. Finding nothing more in the Council Chamber, we went 

into the Governor's room, and after examining drawers and desks 
there, I got upon the top of the book case in that room and found, 
on top of the case behind the cornice, a box containing the returns for 
County Officers,-the box in which they were usually kept, marked 
on the outside-'' Return for County Officers." I took those returns 
and brought them down into the Adjutant General's office; I opened 
the box and took out the returns, and sorted them out by counties ; 
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I then brought them into the room adjoining the general office, ( the 
room in which this Committee are sitting,) and placed them on the 
floor. 

Question. Did you turn them over to the Committee? 
Answer. I did in the morning ; this was at night. 
Question. ·while those papers were in your hands,-the papers 

that were turned over by you to the Committee-were there any 
alterations, additions, erasures or changes made in thc~m, in any 
way or shape, by yourself or any other person? 

Answer. No, none. General Harris was with me at the time they 
were taken, and up to the time they were put into this room ; then 
the doors were locked; I took the key and went and saw Mr. Bisbee 
and came hack, and we were here that night. 

Qiwstion. ·was the place where you found those County Returns 
such a place as such returns would be likely to he kept in? 

Answer. No, sir; when we first came into the hullding with 
General Chamberlain,-when he locked up the door of the Gov
ernor's room-these returns were in the bottom of the same case on 
which they were found, in the small closet underneath the books ; 
they had been taken from there and placed on top of the case by 
some person to me unknown. It was a place where nobody could 
see them from any place in the room without getting upon the 
case. 

Question. You spoke of finding the Jones borough return? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Q'uestion. vVas it a blank return? 
Answer. No; it was a return filled out. 
Question. Please examine the paper shown you, being the second 

Tetnrn from Jonesborough, markeci "Exhibit 2, G. D. B., Clerk of 
Committee," and state whether or not that was the return you 
found as stated by you? 

Answer. It was. 
Question. Where do you say you found it? 
Answer. I found it in the desk occupied by the Secretary of State 

as Clerk of the Council, in the Council Chamber, in a paper box, 
with certain affidavits and letteTs. 

Question. It has been testified before the Committee that one of 
the reports, the one marked "E:vhibit L, G. D. B., Clerk of Corn
rnittee," was received from you ; state where you found that? 

Answer. I had' that from Mr. Moody; and it was the report that 
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went with the tabulation that was stolen from Mr. Moody's room in 

Augusta. 
Questfon. State what you know in relation to the original tabula

tions that were taken from Mr. Moody? 
Answe1·. Mr. Moody came to Augusta at my request on the 

twenty-eighth or twenty-ninth of January, on the four o'clock train; 
he came to the Adjutant General's office and met me here; I had a 
talk with him that afternoon ; we then went down to tea together. 
He called me after tea, and asked me t0 go up to his room, number 
thirty-eight, which I did; I went into his room at the Augusta 
House, and after talking some ten or fifteen minutes in regard to 
the transaction of counting out, he opened his valise and took from 
it a set of tabulations, which, he stated, were the tabulations from 
which the final tabulations were made ; these tabulations he passed 
over to me, and I spent some twenty minutes or half an hour in 
looking them over. 

Question. State what those tabulations were? 
Answe1·. They were tabulations of the Representative vote, and a 

portion of the Senatorial vote; and they contained erasures and 
interlineations where certain names were changed and figures 
changed. From the best of my knowledge and belief, knowing the 
hand writing of the members of the Council and Governor, some 
were in the hand writing of Mr. Brown, some in that of Mr. Fogg, 
and some were, I think, in the Governor's hand writing. So far as 
I could judge from these tabulations as originally made ·out, they 
showed a Republican majority in both branches. They contained 
the changes made from that time, in figures and names, till the 
House and Senate were made up, with possibly a fe,v exceptions. 
If the Committee could have those before them, I think they could 
trace the whole matter from beginning to end, where all the changes 
were made. 

Question. And by whom made? 
.Answer. Yes; that is, they could tell by the hand writing, where 

the names had been changed. Those papers were taken from 
Moody's room that night. ·while I was in the room, J olm Benson, 

junior, of Newport, came and started to open the door ; said '· No 
matter," and went away. He came again in a few moments, and 
soon after that I left. "\Vhcn I went to the room I saw Benson at 
the head 0f the next :flight of stairs, looking over the baluster to see 

• who came there or went away. I went up again in a few minutes, 
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and I heard Benson's voice, which I recognized readily, in the room. 
I went up a few moments after, and found him there still. 

Qiwstion. Who was Benson? 
Answer. He claimed to be Deputy Secretary of State under the 

Fusion Administration this year ; I think he also held a position on 
Governor Smith's staff. 

Question. State whether or not you had any conversati,m with 
Benson indicating that he had any know ledge of the papers? 

Answer. l had two conversatil)nS with him after that. He was 
absent the next day, and came hack the next week. During the 
conversations I had with him he stated that if I would let him go 
home he would bring the papers back here Friday night, February 
sixth, the time the Pullman train arrived from Bangor-which he 
failed to do. 

MoRRILL GLIDDEN, sworn and exatnined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 

I reside in Somerville, Maine; am a farrner, was present at the 
annual election last September in Somerville; polls closed at 5, P. 
M. The Selectmen were all present,-David Chadwick, Henry D. 
Clark and John B. Dodge; meeting; was held in a school house,
the Joe Bruce school house ; had a desk in the house. The Clerk, 
Anson B. Bowler, and one or two of the Selectmen were in the desk. 
The returns were made out after the polls closed, by Anson B. 
Bowler, Town Clerk; he had been Clerk a number of years. I am 
acquainted with Andrew R. G. Smith, who resides some seven or 
eight miles from the school house, and ten miles from Bowler's; 
Bowler was acquainted with Mr. Smith; Mr. Smith was tho Repub
lican candidate for Senator from Lincoln county. I was requested, 
by Senator Smith, to take notice that the returns were properly 
made up. Bowler claimed to be a Republican; but he would not let 
me see him vote; I saw him while he was making up the Senatorial 
return. When he made the G. in Senator Smith's name, he made it 
all above the line, and stopped and made the Smith. I told him they 
would call it a C j he said he would fix it by-and-bye; I told him to 
fix it then, and he did, by carrying the mark below the line, which 
made it look like a G, and it then read Andrew R. G. Smith; David 
Chadwick was present in the desk. [Return which was taken from 
the file of Secretary of State, marked "Exhibit A, G. D. B., Clerk 
of Cormrnittee," shown witness. J This is not the return I saw 
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Bowler make up in open town meeting ; the name in this one reads
Anclrew A. R. Smith. I did not remain till Mr. Bowler went away; 
he was still engaged in making up the rest of the returns when I 
left; Anson B. Bowler, David Chadwick and myself were present at 
the desk when I saw him make up this return; I did not see Bowler 
sign his name; I think he had made up the return for Governor; 
don't know as I saw him sign either. Senator Smith said there were 
middle letters in his name, and wanted me to see that they were 
made right; when the return was made up there was no scratching 
or erasures on it. 

ANSON B. BOWLER, swo'rn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. ·where do you reside? 
Answer. Somerville. 
Question. In what county? 
Ansicer. County of Lincoln. 
Qnestion. lYhat office, if any, did yon hold in the town of Somer-

ville September last? 
.Answer. Town Clerk. 
Question. How long have you been Town Clerk? 

.Answer. I have been Town Clerk, off and on, I should think, for 
some twelve or fifteen years-perhaps fifteen ; may be longer and 
may be not so long. 

Question. ·what is your business, and what has been your busi
ness? 

Answer. Since I was married, in eighteen hundred and fifty-one, 
I have lived on a farm. 

Question. Are yon acquainted with Andrew R. G. Smith? 
Answer. Yes. I have been for the past two years or more. I 

have seen him before that, but not so familiarly acquainted with him 
as for the past two years. 

Question. Have yon been familiarly acquainted with him for the 
past two years ? 

Answer. Yes. I have seen him quite frequently. Perhaps once 
a month, and perhaps once in three months; but then, I am 
acquainted with him and have been to his place. 

Question. \Vere you present at the annual election held in Somer
ville last September? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. At what 'time did the polls close? 
Answer. I could not tell you exactly; it was very near sunset, I 

think ; held the polls open very late as they were expecting one or 
two more voters that hadn't voted. 

Question. Did you at any time make up any returns, and return 
them to the Secretary of State's office, at Augusta? · 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Please examine the two papers produced, and presented 

to you, coming from the files of the Secretary of State,-one marked 
"Exhibit A, G. D. B., Clerk of Cmnmittee," and the other marked 
"Exhibit B, G. D. B., Clerk of Committee," and purporting to be 
the returns from the town of Somerville for Senators and Repre
sentatives in the election of eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and 
state in whose hand writing both papers are? 

.Answer. Yes; I have examined them. 
Question. In whose hand writing are they? 
Answer. 1\Iine, sir, I wrote them both. 
Qiwstion. I call your attention particularly to the signatures 

attached to both of said returns,-of David Chadwick, Henry D. 

Clark, and John B. Dodge, Selectmen, and A. B. Bowler, Town 
Clerk ; state whether or not they are all your hand writing? 

Answer. Yes, sir, they are. 
Question. They were all written by you, were they? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. State whether or not each one of the names of the 

Selectmen as well as your own name, was written by your own hand? 
Answer. Yes, each one. 
Question. I now call your attention to a paper purporting to be 

the return of County Officers from the town of Somerville, marked 
"Exhibit D, G.D. B., Cle1·k of CornniUtee;" and will you state in 
whose hand writing that is. [Paper passed to witness. J Have you 
examined it, and if so, in whose hand writing is it? 

.Answer. It is mine, every letter of it. 
Qiwstion. The signatures purporting to be the signatures of the 

Selectmen? 
Answer. ·written by me. 
Question. Will you examine the affidavit marked '' Exhibit C, 

G. D. B., Clerk of Committee," and state whether or not you wrote 
and signed it and made oath to it? [ Affidavit shown witness. J 

.Answer. That is my signature to that. 
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Question. In whose hand writing is the body of the affidavit? 
.Answer. I drew that under the dictation of Dr. Smith. 
Question. In whose hand writing is the body? 
Answer. It is my hand writing, the body of it. 
Question. In your hand writing? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And you signed it t 
.Answer. I signed it, yes, sir. 
Question. And you made oath to it, did you not? 
.Answer. Yes, with one exception; that is, I told them about my 

signing the Selectmen's names to it-that I signed them by their 
request. 

1\lR. STROUT : I will put this affidavit in. 
Question. I now call you attention to the returns that were made 

up by you, and ask you if it is true that you did make up Senatorial 
returns and Representative returns from the town of Somerville, at 
the school house where the town meeting was held, in open town 
meeting? 

.Answe1·. Not wholly in open town meeting. I hadn't time to do it. 
Question. Did you make up the body of them there? 
Answer. A part of them; yes, sir. 
Question. Is it or not true? 
.Answer. I want to understand you when I answer you; I want to 

answer you correctly. 
Question. Is it or not true, that when you made up the return at 

that time, that you put in the return the name of .Andrew R. G. 
Smith? 

Answer. I think that I did, unless I made a mistake. 
Question. Was Mr. Morrill Glidden present? 
.Answer. I think that he was; I don't want to say po~itively, hut 

I think that he was. 
Question. Have you any doubt about it? 
.Answer. No, I think I haven't; I may be mistaken, but I think 

not. 
Question. Now, sir, I call your attention to the Senatorial return, 

and to a name that appears here now to be Isaac T. Hobson; you 
have examined this before, have you? 

Answer. I saw it the other day when I was in here, yes, sir. 
Question. Won't you look at it again? [Paper is passed to wit

ness. J 
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Answer. That looks like a T now. I recollect how it looked the 
other day when I was in here. 

Qnestion. Was there any erasure made in any part of that name 
by you? 

Answer. No, sir, never. 
Qnestion. Never? 
Answer. No, sir; not that I know of. 
Question. I call your attention to the word "sixty," opposite his· 

name ; was the "t y" there at the word "sixty" made by you? ls-. 
it your writing? 

Answer. The "six" is mine, but I say the "ty" was not there; 
I must have made an error in not putting the "t y" oo; that 
has been put on since it left my hands ; the ''six" I wrote, but the 
"t y" is not my writing; I made a mistake probably in not putting 
that on. 

Question. What did you do with the Senatorial and Representa
tive returns which you made up, which bore the name of Andrew R. 
G. Smith? 

Answer. I brought them all together and delivered them to the 
Secretary of State. 

Qnestion. Did you deliver them to the Secretary of State with your 
own hands? 

Answer. I don't know whether it was the Secretary of State or 
not ; but it was the man that was in the possession there, and they 
were counting votes. 

Question. In the office? 
Answer. In the office, yes, sir ; I don't know the man ; I don't 

know the Secretary of State. 
Question. Was it here in the Secretary of State's office; in the 

State House here in Augusta? 
Answer. Yes, right in the other room; there were four men there. 
Question. Can you describe the man to whom you delivered these 

returns? 
.Answer. I don't know as I could; I could not say that I could. 

BYMR. HALE: 

Question. They were men who were there to receive them? 
Answer. They did receive them, and opened my Clerk's return in 

my presence, and looked it over before I left ; I stopped but a very 
few moments. 

5 
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BY MR. STROUT: 
Qitestion. When was that? 
Answer. The ninth of September last; I have stated the ninth, and 

I am positive it was, for I made out the records the next morning, 
and partly made my record upon my town book, and came off in the 
afternoon. 

Question. I call your attention to the Senatorial return marked 
"Exhibit A, G. D. B., Clerk of Cornrnittee," and to the name of 
Andrew A. R. Srnith? 

Answer. Yes, I see it-And1·ew A. R. Smith. 
Question. According to your best knowledge is that the return 

that you say that yon made upon the day of the election and brought 
here to the office of the Secretary of State on the ninth day of 
September? 

Answer. If it is, it is a mistake in having put--
Question. No, sir; answer my question; look at that paper, and 

tell me whether or not that is the return that you made up and 
brought to the Secretary of State's office on the ninth day of Septem
,ber? 

Answer. If it is in my power and ability, I want to answer that 
,correctly, just as it is. 

Question. What answer do you give to it? 
Answer. Yes, I understand the question . 
. Question. I call your attention to a name that you see there? 
.Answer. Yes, "A. R. Srnith." 
Question. And I ask you if that is the return that you made up in 

the presence of Morrill Glidden and alluded to in your affidavit ; is 
that the return you made up and brought here on the ninth day of 
September? 

Answer. Allow me to speak before I answer it. 
Question. I want a direct answer to the question . 
.Answer. It should be--
Question. Will you answer my question? It is a simple and 

plain one ; look at that return and at the name in it, and then tell 
me whether that return that you hold in your hand is the same re
turn that you made up and returned to the Secretary of State's office 
on the ninth day of September, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 

Answer. I don't know how to answer that; it may be, and it may 
not; but you want me to say whether it is or not,-I might answer 
it and answer correctly, and I might wrongly. 

Questio'lt. Will you answer the question? 
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Answer. I should say that it was not; because that should be 
"Andrew R. G. Smith" instead of "A. R. Smith." 

Question. l\fr. Bowler, did you hear, about the time that they 
were counting out, about the counting out? 

Answer. As near as I can recollect, I heard about the middle of 
December. 

Question. Did you hear in relation to any counting out at that 
time? 

Answer. I did berore that or about that time; it might have been 
before, and it might have been about tliat time. 

Questfon. At that time didn't you receive duplicate blanks, or 
blanks of Senatorial returns and Representative returns? 

Answer. I received it from some source. 
Question. You did? 
Answer: Yes, sir. 
Question. How did you receive them? 
Answer. It came to me by mail, I think. 
Question. It came to you by mail? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Where did it come to you by mail? 
An~wer. Somerville, I think; that is where all my mail comes to; 

my boy usually brings it home. 
Question. Where was the letter post marked, that came to you ? 
Answer. I didn't notice it; I think from Augusta. 
Question. You say from Augusta? 
Answer. I do, yes, sir. 
Questfon. What did you receive at that time, according to your 

best recollection, beside these blank returns? 
Answer. I received something similar to what there is in my book 

there. 
Question. Did you receive a letter? 
Answer. I think not a written letter, but it might have been; 

I could not say, for I merely opened it, took it out, made a copy
Question. What was that that you received? Was it a direction 

in relation to making up the returns? 
Answer. Merely a request to send a return, I think, for Senator. 
Question. A request to send back returns for Senator? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You had already made up one set of returns and 

brought them here, had you? 
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Answer. Yes, I had. 
Question. And after that, about the middle of December --? 
Answe1·. About that, I think. 
Question. About that time you received another set of blanks, 

with a request to fill them up, and send them here to Augusta? 
Answer. One blank. 
Question. One blank? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. With a request to fill it up and send it here to Augusta? 
Answer. Yes, sir; there might have been two, but I think there 

was but one. 
Question. What has become of that letter? 
Answer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. Have you destroyed it? 
Answer. No, not that I know of. 
Question. Have you lost it? 
Answer. Not that I know of. I know the way it came, and I took 

it and sat down to the table in my dining room, took out this blank 
and filled it up in a hurry, and probably I left the envelope on the 
table. 

Question. Into what did you put that blank? 
Answer. I put it, I think, into a plain envelope. 
Question. To whom did you direct it? 
Answer. That is another question that I cannot answer. 
Question. Do you say you have no recollection to whom you 

directed it? 
Answer. I can say so if it was the last words I spoke on the 

earth. 
Question. To what place did you direct it? 
Answer. To Augusta. 
Question. To Augusta? 
Answer. I think so; yes sir. 
Question. But you cannot tell this Committee to what person you 

directed it, can you? 
Answer. I cannot; for I didn't pay attention to the envelope or 

anything of the kind. 
Question. Have you not said within three days that you directed 

it to the Secretary of State? 
Answer. I might have said so. 
Question. Was it or not true that you did direct it to the Secretary 

of State? 
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Answer. That would have been the proper place to direct it. 
Question. Have you any doubt that you directed it to the Secre

tary of State, or the Secretary of State's office here at Augusta? 
Answer. I cannot say but that I did direct it to the Secretary of 

State. 
Question. Were you not requested Monday by members of this 

Committee to make a thorough examination for that letter? 
Answer. Yes; I have been. 
Question. Have you done so? 
Answer. Yes, I have. 
Question. Who was present? 
Answer. Albert Soule; I took him home with me. 
Question. You knew you had made up one return and sent out 

here, did you not? 
Answer. I did; yes, sir. 
Question. Was it a usual thing to have a second set of blanks sent 

from the Secretary of State or from Augusta, with directions for you 
to make up a new return and send it here? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Had it ever occurred to you before in your life that you 

remember of? 
Answer. No, sir; I remember the reply that I made to my wife 

when I received it. 
Question. Will you state what it was? 
.Answer. I told her that I guessed that in my original return that 

I sent out here to the Secretary of State, there might have been 
some mistake. 

Question. That occurred to you at the time? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I didn't know but that there might be some 

mistake. 
Question. You have examined this Senatorial return marked 

"Exhibit A," in the day time, have you not? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Can you discover, or do you say, that the name Andrew 

A. R. Smith has been scraped or tampered with or changed from 
what it was when you wrote it? 

Answer. If it has I cannot see any change. It looks as though 
there had been a little something there. 

Question. Whether or not in connection with the "T" or the 
middle initial letter of the name of Isaac T. Hobson there appears · 
to be an erasure ? 
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Answer. That is the way I generally make a "T." 
Question. I ask you if there appears to be an erasure? 
Answer. It seems as though there has been something, but it is 

too far away. 
Question. You made no erasure upon it? 
Answer. I never made any alterations. 
Question. Whether or not the names of all the Selectmen were 

signed by you to the return that you made up when the blank was 
sent you in the middle of December and returned? 

Answer. Yes, sir; you mean the original? 
Question. I me~n the one that you made up in December. 
Answer. Yes ; I signed the Selectmen's names. 
Question. Did you fill up the return? 
Answer. The return I sent in December? 
Question. Yes? 
Answer. Yes, every word of it. 
Question. You filled up every word of it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And that was in your handwriting? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Is this return that you hold in your hand marked 

"Exhibit A," all in your handwriting? 
Answer. Yes, every word of it. If there is any alteration made 

in any letter, I never made any. 
Question. With the exception of the middle initial letter of Isaac 

T. IIobson's name, and the word "t y" on the "sixty," do yon see 
any word there that is not your handwriting? 

Answer. No, sir; nothing except that. 
Question. Now, have you any reason to doubt that the return 

which you hold in your hand (marlted "E_xhibU A") is the return 
which you say you made up and sent here by mail about the middle 
of December last? 

Answer. Now, I want to answer that properly; I should say that 
in my first return it was "Andrew R. G. Srnith." 

Question. Have you any reason to doubt that that return that you 
hold .in your hand marked" Exhibit A, G. D. B., Clerk of Com-
1nittee," is the return that you made out and sent to the Secretary of 
State's office in the middle of December-have you any doubt in 
your mind? 

Mr. BOWLER : But that this is the identical paper? 
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Question. Yes, upon your oath? 
Answer. I wish to answer that question as though I never was 

going to speak but one word of truth in my life ; that is a pretty hard 
question for me to answer. 

Mr. HALE : To the best of your judgment. 
Answer. I kind of have thought-it is in my mind-that this may 

be my first return; but still, I would not say that it is. 
Question. Have you not said within three days that you had no 

doubt that that was the return that you sent in the middle of 
December? 

Answer. I don't know as I have any doubt that it is; but still, it 
may not be so. 

MR. HALI~ : You don't know that you have any doubt but that it 
is, hut it may not be so. 

Question. What is there about that return by which you can 
identify it with the first return which I have described, and which 
you have described? 

Answer. This should have been R. G. Srnith, instead of "A. R. 
Sndth." 

Qnestion. Now my question is, what was there about that return 
that yon hold in your hand marked "Exhibit A," that you can 
identify it as being the return, or leads you to think that it is the 
return, that you say you made up at the town meeting, and which 
contained the name of Andrew R. G. Srnith, instead of the name of 
"Andrew A. R. Sniith"? 

Answer. This don't identif'.y my return. 
Question. vVhat return doesn't it identify? 
Answe1·. This don't identify the true record, and it don't identify 

the statement that I made there. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. You mean that it doesn't agree with it? 
Answer. Doesn't agree with it. 
Question. Does the return which you hold in your hand marked 

"Exhibit A, G. D. B., Clerk of Oornniittee," agree with the return 
which you say yon made up in town meeting, and which you say 
contained the name of Andrew R. G. Srnith? 

Answer. No, sir. 
1\fr. HALE. You want to be careful about this thing. 
Question. Is there any reason, in looking at that return, that 

makes you think it is the first return? 
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Answer. ·No; it ought to be R. G. Smith instead of "A. R." 
Mr. HALE. Precisely; that is the reason why it is not the first 

return. 
Question. Is there any reason in that paper that makes you think 

it is the first return? 
Mr. HALE. You are giving reasons all the time why it is not the 

first return. 
Question. Isn't it your belief and judgment that that is the second 

return? 
Answer. Yes; I should say that it must be; I want to speak just 

right, and answer you correctly, whether it is for or against me; I 
am not going to tell anything falsely if I know it. 

Question. You think it cannot be the first return, because it 
doesn't have the letters correctly, and you wrote it all and signed 
it, and therefore it must be the second return must it not? 

.Answer. Well, it looks so. 
Question. Have you any doubt about it in your mind? 
Answer. I might have a doubt and that doubt might be wrong; 

but I do have doubts about that being the first paper that I signed. 
Question. You don't think it is the first paper do you? 
Answe1·. I could not have made that mistake. 
Question. Then if it is not the first paper it is a paper signed by 

you, isn't it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Then it must be the second paper, musn't it? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. There is no doubt but that you made that paper? 
.Answer. No, sir. 
Qu,estion. And you never made but two? 
4nswer. Yes, I made the third one. 

BY MR. STROUT: . 

Question. You were called upon to make an attested copy, by Dr. 
Smith? 

Answer. Dr. Smith sent a blank to Mr. Soule, the postmaster; he 
sent for me to come over, and I went over; took the papers and 
went home, and took it from the record. 

BY}fR.HALE: 
Question. That was when Dr. Smith was getting testimony? 
Answer. Yes, I suppose so. 
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,By MR. STROUT : 

Question. When he was getting testimony to appear before the 
Governor and C~uncil? 

Answer. Yes, I suppose so. 
Qiiestion. That was not this paper? 
Answe1·. That was not the paper. 
Quest-ion. That had your certificate of justice upon it? 
Answer. I signed it before Mr. Soule, and certified to. it. 
Question. That is the third one you spoke of ? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Aside from that you never made but two returns-aside 

from that matter when Dr. Smith was getting evidence? 
.Answer. That is all. 
Question. You never made but two returns? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. This is one of them? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. So this must be the second? 
.Answer. It must be, yes sir; because I took it right from the 

record. 

BY MR. STROUT: 

Question. "\Vere you here at Augusta after furnishing the first 
return in September? 

.Answer. No, sir ; I didn't come out here for some length of time 
after that. 

Question. How often have you been here from the time you made 
the first return down to the present? 

.Answer. I haven't been here to the State House but once or 
twice, I think, before the meeting of the Legislature. I came out 
here by Dr. Smith's request; he wanted me to be here; I came out 
the sixth day, Tuesday before the Legislature was to meet on 
Wednesday. Why I came out, our postmaster said there was to be 
a caucus in the evening, and he wanted to be here, and I came out 
with him. He said Smith wanted me to come out and be here Wed
nesday ; and I came out and brought my record out here and stayed 
here from Tuesday until Saturday afternoon about four o'clock, when 
I went home, and came out again the next week and was here three 
days ; I came out for the purpose of exhibiting my record. 
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Question. Have you not been out at other times besides that? 
Answer. Yes ; been out here since. 
Question. Ar~ you acquainted with Captain Bla~k? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. What is his name? 
Answer. R. W. Black. 
Question. Have you seen him this fall frequently? 
Answer .. I have seen him alo~g, yes. 
Question. Have you had some conversation with him in relation 

to these matters of counting out and returns? 
Answer. I have not. 
Question. Never? 
Answer. No, sir; I might have spoken of it,___:.what was going on 

up to the State House ; but no conversation about it. 
Question. Have you ever had any conversation with any person 

here in the State Honse at Augusta, in relation to the returns or 
counting out? 

Answer. No, sir, not that I know of; I might have heard people 
talking about their counting out and so on. 

Question. 1V as the blank which was sent yon in the middle of 
December that you made out, in the form of the blanks that you had 
received before from the Secretary of State's office? 

Answer. Yes, the same thing; the same thing or a duplicate . 
. 

BYMR. HALE: 

Q11.,estion. vV as not there an envelope sent to you in which to 
return the blank? Some one was saying the other day there was an 
envelope sent in which to return the blank after it was :filled out. 

Answer. No, sir, I think not. If so, I don't recollect; I think not. 
[Envelope produced by witness from book of records. J 

Question. 1V as the letter you received in the same handwriting 
that is on the back of the envelope which you now produce? 

Answer. Something similar to it. 
Question. "\Vas the letter that you received with the blank which 

you say you had from Augusta the middle of December, in the same 
handwriting as the letter which is now produced here? 

Answer. I don't seem to recollect; merely took it, opened it, and 
copied it, and left the envelope and paper on the table there in the 
room, carelessly, being in a hurry, and I have never seen it, hut I 
supposed it was in this hook [town record]. 
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QitesUon. Do you say that the letter which you received was like 
the letter which you now produce? Was there a printed head on 
the letter? 

Answer. Something similar to that [letter J that came in with the 
blank. 

Mr. STROUT: He means the letter marked "E" when he says 

'' like that." 
Question. Do you recollect that there was a printed head to it? 
Answer. I should say there was a printed head; yes, sir. 
Qiwstion. Do you think that it purported to come from the office 

of the Secretary of State, according to your best recollection? 
Answer. I don't know now, hardly how to answer ; but that is 

where I suppose it came from. 
Question. And is there where you made your return of your 

second blank? 

Answer. I don't want to make a part of a statement and have to 
correct it ; but it seems to me that I was not to direct it to the 
Secretary of State, but I don't know but that I did. It seems 
as though I was not requested to direct it to the Secretary of 
State. 

Question. Haven't you said within two or three days that you did? 
Answer. Yes, I think I have; I had rather rectify myself than to 

be too positive about it. It was my intention to direct this return I 
made to the Secretary of State. That is where I supposed it was 
sent for. And I supposed there was some error between the Clerk's 
return and the official return that the Selectmen's names were to. 

BY l\lIR. INGALLS: 
Question. Do you remember at the town meeting of conversation 

between you and Morrill Glidden in regard to the returns? 
Answer. I don't seem to; no, sir; I will tell you before I answer 

any questions ; we had a pretty noisy time there ; they got to quar
reling and fighting and pulling hair-almost got into it. There was 
a kind of excitable time there, and they were all a little :flustered. 

Question. vV as there anything said about the name of Dr. Smith 
-how you should write it? 

Answer. I have understood that Glidden says there was; but I 
don't recollect it. 

Question. You know, then, what he does say, do you? 
Answer. I heard that he said he told me that Smith wanted him 

to see that his name was right-Anclrew R. G. Smith. 
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Question. Do you remember his saying anything about how you 
should make the letter G ? 

Answer. I think I know enough to make the letter G without any
body telling me about it. 

Question. Did you seal up your return in open town meeting that 
night? 

Answer. No, sir, I didn't; I did not have time to make them all 
out. The Selectmen had ballots like this [producing ballot] ; that is 
what I made my record from. And there were some half-dozen there 
that bothered me some, wanting me to give it to them correctly ; and 
I gave them a duplicate of what I made my record from. The Select
men said it was all right, and I made my record from them. I always 
have for quite a number of years ; and the Selectmen have always 
told me to make out the returns according to the figures I had on 
the ballots. And I didn't have time to make them in the town meet
ing ; I did so this year. 

Question. There is a little inaccuracy in this affidavit, isn't there,? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I made a statement of that before I swore to 

it. I told them I would swear to it all, except that it was not in 
open town meeting, and not signed by the Selectmen, for I did that 
myself. 

Question. And did it after the meeting adjourned? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I told Smith, and Smith dictated this, and I 

wrote it right out just as it is now, and I signed it as Town Clerk ; 
and he asked me if I would swear to it. I ; told him I would swear 
to it with the exception of its being signed by the Selectmen, and 
being sealed up in open town meeting. I wrote it all by his dicta
tion ; he worded it, and I wrote it. 

Question. Did you sign and swear to it? 
Answer. I signed and swore to it, with the exception of that. I 

made that remark, that I could not swear to it unless he would waive 
that. 

Question. Didn't you, when you signed and swore to that, swear 
to the whole? 

Answer. I suppose you would so consider it. 
Question. In regard to the two returns ; are you quite sure you 

made two returns-duplicate returns? 
Answer. I think I made two returns ; yes, sir. 
Question. For officers? 
Answer. They sent to me for a copy of the record-a statement 

of the record. 
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Question. Who sent to you? 
Answer. This came to me when this blank came to me to fill out. 
Question. What was it to be filled for? 
.Answer. For a copy of the return for Senator. 
Question. Anything besides the Senator? 
Answer. I don't recollect as there was. 
Question. Then let me understand about this ; look at that paper 

marked "B," and tell me whether or not that is your first return
the one you delivered at the Secretary of State's office? 

.Answer. Do you want to know if this is the original return? I 
never made out but one of that kind. 

Question. Then you say that is the one that you delivered to the 
Secretary of State, is it? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it must be. 
Mr. HALE. That is the Representative return? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How is it about that one marked '' D"? 
.Answer. I never made out but one of that. 
Question. Now look at that marked ".A," and tell me about that; 

when did you make that? 
.Answer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. Is that the one you delivered on the ninth of September? 
.Answer. I said once I didn't think it was; still, it may be. 
Question. How does it happen that that name is .Andrew .A. R. 

Smith? 
.Answer. It is a mistake in me. 
Question. You say it is a mistake? 
Answer. Yes, I do say it is a mistake. 
Question. Didn't you intend to write it so? 
Answer. No, sir ; I didn't. 
Question. Didn't you know Dr. Smith's name? 
.Answer. Yes, I knew it; but I very often called him .A. R. G. 

Smith. I know his name is Andrew R. G. Smith. 
Question. But there is no G there? 
Answer. Yes, it should be R. G. instead of ".A. R."; I don't wish 

it to be understood that I want to make a word of false statement ; 
bnt that is a mistake in me, recollect, whenever it was. 

Question. Now is this the true number of votes-one hundred and 
thirty-three votes? 
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Answer. Yes, that is the highest. 
Question. What is the difference between that return and the one 

you first made ? 
Answer. No difference, any more than the name. 
Question. Whose name ? 
Answer. "A. R." instead of "Andrew R. G. ;" that is a mistake 

in me. 
Question. Was there anything in the letter which you received, 

giving you that name? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. What was there in the letter? 
Answer. I could not tell you now; I but just saw it. 
Question. Was it a printed letter? 
Answer. It was something similar, I should say, to that [ a paper 

which the witness takes from the table J. 
Qnestion. Do you mean to say that that paper that was sent to 

you didn't contain the name of Andrew A. R. Srnith? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Didn't contain that? 
Answer. No, sir ; that is a mistake of mine. If there is anything 

wrong in this matter as far as neglect or carelessness is concerned, 
or mistake-it is mine, I am sorry to say. 

Question. What was the object of getting the second return? 
Answer. I don't see. 
Question. Haven't you any knowledge at all? 
Answer. No, sir, I haven't. 
Question. And did you intend to write that name correctly? 
Ansioer. Yes, sir; this is the first time that anything ever came 

up but that was right with my record. 

BYMR. COOK: 
Question. The first mistake you ever made? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. Where was this return made? 
Answer. At my house, in my dining room. 
Question. Where did you keep your Clerk's Book? 
Answer. In a secretary r'have in my house. 
Question. You have known Mr. Smith for years? 
Answer. I have seen him occasionally; I never was acquainted 

with him any more than I have been with some other men who have 
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lived six, eight, ten or a dozen miles from my place ; he never was 
my family physician, but I have seen him occasionally; I went to 
him to get one or two affidavits five or six years ago. Within the 
past two years I have been quite well acquainted with him; his 
name is Andrew R. G. Sniith. I don't know what the initials are 
for; my records are here now-there is the book. I have been 
Clerk, I don't how many years since, first chosen in eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six; I have been Clerk some four or five years past; I 
alwa.Js take pride in having my records correct, and I had rather 
lose the last hundred dollars I had in the world than to have a mis
take like this come up; I feel had about it, but I cannot help it; it is 
my negligence or something of that kind. 

Question., What are your politics? 
Answer. I have always been a Republican; I have been a Repub

lican-for I don't know how many years, and I may continue so and 
I may change,-! cannot tell. 

BYMR. COOK: 
Question. You said you could not remember anything there was 

in that letter? 
Answer. I don't seem to ; I took the envelope off it and took out 

the blank. 
Question. Did you know what they wanted with that blank, in re

gard to the December transaction? 
Answer. It was something similar to these papers here, [referring 

to papers on the table J. 
Question. If you received a blank after you had made out a re

turn, what would you think or expect it was for, if you had no in
structions ? 

Answer. I don't know-that is the thing of it. 
Question. You say you never made any mistakes? 
Answer. Hardly ever, unless I did it accidentally. 
Question. Now cannot you remember a thing that was in that let

ter? You say you never received a second blank return before, and 
yet cannot remember anything about it. 

Answer. I didn't think it amounted to much any way; I thought 
there might be some clerical error of mine between the clerk's return 
and some papers I had sent that were sealed up and signed by the 
Selectmen; I didn't know but that there might be something wrong, 
and they wrote to me to find ont-see whether it was my mistake. 
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BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. This was only six weeks ago? 
Answer. It was some time in December. 
Question. Do you receive many letters? 
Answer. Yes ; I get as much mail as most anybody. 

BYMR. COOK: 
Question. How many men besides the Selectmen received from 

you that day those ballots with the votes carried out on them? 
Answer. Albert L. Soule was one; Morrill Glidden always tiles 

one; Josiah Bruce always gets one, and his son, Oakes Bruce, and 
I think George Piper. 

Question. You are pretty sure of those? 
Answer. I am pretty sure of those four ; that is something they 

always do-I remember that plainly. 
Question. Don't you remember that Glidden stood right by your 

side when one of the Selectmen was on the other side of you, and 
told you that Mr. Smith asked him to see that his name was made 
right, as he had several initials, and don't you remember that he 
said to you that the G looked like a "0," and asked you to correct 
it? 

Answer. What I say I have got to answer positively; and since 
you have spoken, it seems to me as though he did speak to me 
something about it ; but the words he used I cannot tell you. 

Question. To satisfy him didn't you make a good G right there? 
Answer. I never make a bad G very often ; I make them in such 

a way that --. 
Question. You are pretty sure he spoke to you about the G? 
Answer. I won't say he did not; I don't want to say he did not; 

if I was going to say, I have an impression that he did say some
thing-but I don't want to swear positively. 

Question. Would you be pretty sure that there was a G there, if 
he had spoken to you about it? 

Answer. I think there must have been a G in it. 
QuesNon. Wouldn't you be willing to take your oath that there 

was a Gin there when you made up that--? 
Answer. I should give my oath twice that there was, where I 

wouldn't once that there was not. 
Question. With your recollection of what he said to you about it, 

won't you now be willing to swear that there was a G in it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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BY l\lfR. HALE : 
Question. When you got the blank of the second return, which 

you filled out, with the letter accompanying which had the heading 
which you have described, you got that from the post-office, did 
you? 

Answer. No ; I didn't get it from the post-office ; my boy brought 
my mail to me. 

Question. Then you got it at your house? 
+er. Yes, sir . 
.Question. Where you were? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And the town records were there in the house? 
Answer. Yes, sir, locked up ; I kept them locked up. 
Question. Now, as soon as you had got the blank return and read : 

the letter, did you sit down and fill it out? 
Answer. I sat right down to the table before I stopped to read off · 

anything else, and copied it. 
Question. Then you went first and got your book? 
Answer. I unlocked my desk and took this very book out, [book 

lying open before witness J. 
Question. And opened at that page which contains your record of · 

the meeting of September, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And the return that you had was for Senatorial votes? 
Answer. Yes,-Lincoln county. 
Question. And you looked at the return to see what it was? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I did. 
Question. You looked at the return here now-that return reads : · 

"For Andrew R. G. Smith, seventy-two, 72" votes, does it not? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was there any possibility of mistake, that that was 

"Andrew R. G. Smith" in the book? 
Answer. No, that is "R. G." 
Question. And you made the return from this book, did you not? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And this is in your handwriting? 
Answer. That is my handwriting. 
Question. And you made the return at once? 
Answer. Made out right immediately, within five minutes .. 
Question. And sent it right off at once? 

6 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And you had this book before you? 
Answer. I had that book, yes, sir. 
Question. And didn't you, at the time, make the mistake and 

write it "Andrew A. R. Smith"? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You had before you at that time this book? 
Answe1·. Yes, sir. 
Question. Which we have here now? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Which reads "Andrew R. G. Sniith"? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And you had before you the blank return which you 

filled up? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And the letter which accompanied the blank return? 
Answer. That was in the envelope. 
Question. You had read that before you made the return? 
Answer. I looked and saw what the request was. 
Question. Was anybody else there? 
Answer. My wife, that was all. 
Question. Nobody else? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Nobody to disturb you? 
Answer. Yes, the little girl and boy. 
Question. No crowd? Nothing to disturb you? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You had ample time to do it? 
Answer. No, I didn't ; I was i~ a hurry ; my horse was all har-

messed to go away. 
·Question. Nothing in the house to disturb you? 
Answer. Nothing more than common business hurried me. 
Question. And you made it out and made that mistake : '' Andrew 

A. R. Smith"? 
Answer. I made that mistake. 
Question. Then you sealed it up and sent it to the address you 

received it from? 
Answer. Yes, I sent it somewhere. 
Question. That day? 
Answer. I don't know whether I sent it that day ; I put it in my 

pocket. 
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Question. Did you take it to anybody else? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. How long after that did you come to Augusta? 
Answer. I don't know; I could not tell you. 
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Question. Whom did you see when you came to Augusta next 
afterwards? See Captain Black? 

Answer. I won't say whether I did or not. 
Question. Do you think you have been to Augusta at all within 

the last two or three months when you haven't seen Captain Black? 
.Answer. Yes; I have been out here a number of times and been 

to his office, and he was not in. 
Quest-ion. Did you come out here at any time when you didn't 

go to his office to see him? 
Answer. Yes, I have been out here when I didn't have time to 

call; I have been in his office when he had a clerk in there and 
Black was not in. 

Question. You are quite intimate with him and talk things over 
freely with him? 

Answer. No, sir, nothing of politics. 
Question. Don't? 
Answer. No, sir; only about our business-some pension assist-

ance. 
Question. You were up here yesterday? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. See him yesterday? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Seen him to-clay? 
Answer. Yes, I saw him pass me to his supper at the Augusta 

House ; that is all. 
Question. Did you see him yesterday to have any talk with him? 
Answer. No, sir, anything more than I went in to get a writing 

which he agreed to send me a week ago last Monday. 
Question. You had some business with him? 
Answer. Yes; and he never sent it to me, and I called there 

yesterday and asked him if he had got that requirement made, and 
he said no, he hadn't got it quite finished; he says, "You come in 
at half-past two and I will have it ready for you." 

Question. Do you think yon ever before or since, in writing Dr. 
Smith's name, wrote it Andrew A.R.Smith, except in that one return? 

Answer. I don't know that I ever did. 
Question. Do you believe that you ever did? 
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Answer. I don't think I ever did. 
Question. You have no reason to believe you ever did? 
Answer. No, sir, I don't know as I have. 

BY 1\fa. STROUT : 
Question. Did you have your record before you when you made out 

this name of '' Issac F. Hobson" ? 
Answer. I harcliy think I ever made an "F" in that, but I might. 
Question. Haven't you looked at this with a glass in the daytime? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Haven't you stated you had no doubt that that was an 

''F ," and that something had been scratched? 
Answer. Yes, I think something has been scratched out there, but 

it is a "T" now. 
Question. Have you any doubt that was made originally an ''F"? 
Answer. It has the appearance of that. 
Question. Now, when you wrote that letter did you not have be

fore you the record showing "Isaac T. Hobson"? 
Answer. My book laid before me, and I took my paper, and I 

looked at the figures. 

Mr. INGALLS. You got the figures "76" and "61" from that 
book? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Have you been connected with Black in the pension 

business? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How long? 
Answer. For quite a number of years; not greatly connected, but 

some little business. People have made applications for pensions, 
and they would get me to answer the requirements for them, and I 
have been to his office and got papers for them. 

Question. Now, did you know Isaac T. Robson's name? 
Answer. I never saw the man in my life ; I don't know but that I 

have seen him. 
Question. You say you were a Republican ; have you always voted 

the Republican ticket? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. All of it? 
Answer. No; for County Officers occasionally I have carried for 

some special friends. 
! 
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Question. Didn't you vote a year ago a Greenback ticket with the 
exception of two names on it? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Are you sure of that? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Q1wstion. Or within a year haven't you carried such a ticket? 
Answer. Greenback ticket? 
Question. Yes ; the Democratic ticket? 
Answer. Ask me the question. 
Question. Have you not within a year carried either the Demo

cratic or Greenback ticket? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Other than the Republican ticket I mean, all but two 

names? 
Answer. No, sir; I wish to be understood by every man in the 

State House that I carried-I will show you the ticket I carried if 
it is here-[ witness takes from the table a ballot. J There is one 
that I carried, if you wish to see it. 

BY~fR.HALE: 
Q'ttestion. You threw this vote for Edward K. Hall? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I don't know whether Republicans or Green

backers ; but that is the vote I carried. I know I voted that vote. 

BY MR. HILL: 
Question. Do you mean to say you voted the straight Republican 

ticket last fall ? 
Answer. I carried that ticket. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Please read the names of the men you voted for last 

fall? 
Answer. [vVitness reads from a ballot : J '' For Governor, Daniel 

F. Davis. For Senator, Anclrew R. G. Srnith. For County 
Attorney, Charles I-I. Fisher. County Comniissioner, Anclrew Pat
terson, Jr. County Treasurer, Lincoln vV. Gibbs. Representative 
to the Legislature, Edward IC. Hall." If I didn't carry that vote I 
never voted in my life, and I am over fifty years old. 

BY MR. INGALLS : 
Question. You don't mean this particular ballot? 
Answer. No, sir, I don't; a vote with those names. Those are 

my principles whether right or wrong. 
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BY MR. HILL: 
Question. You say you received a letter? ·when you received 

that letter, you had in your mind that there might be some clerical 
error that they wanted corrected? 

Answer. Certainly; yes, sir. 
Question. And at that time you took the blank out and filled it, 

did you f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Can you give any reason why you should not have been 

very particular and got it correct? 
Answer. It seems that I ought; but I must say I didn't do it. 
Question. If any one had told you you hadn't made it '' Andrew 

R. G. Srnith" what would you have told them? 
Answer. I should have told them I had unless greatly mistaken; 

I am sorry to say that I made that mistake. 
Question. When your attention was called to the question, you 

thought that was the purpose of the letter? 
Answer. Yes, sir; it may look inconsistent to every gentleman 

here that what I state is as it is, but I cannot state anything differ
ent; because if there is anything wrong clone and I have done any
thing wrong I am willing to suffer the consequence of it. If I have 
done anything wrong I am innocent in it ; and I should say so if I 
knew I never should live to get out of this State House. And the 
man who would throw out insinuation to defraud me, to get any
thing wrong out of me, to deprive me of what I thought was right 
and just, let him be who he may, I should have a poor opinion of. 

BY l\ifo. COOK: 
Qiwstion. You say you made a mistake, after receiving this letter? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You say you are a man not caught in a mistake before 

since you have been Town Clerk? 
Answer. I don't know that I have been; I know it looks hard, 

and seems as though I am in a hard place ; but as I am I want to 
tell the truth whether for me or against me ; and what I state is 
true. 

BY MR. SPRINGER: 
Question. When you brought the first return here, how many 

men were in the Secretary of State's office? 
Answer. I don't know. I should think some four. 
Question. Did you know any one of those men? 
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Answer. Not by name. 
Question. Did you know them by sight? 
Answer. I had seen them there before. 
Question. Seen them in the office before? 
Answer. Yes, I think I had. 
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Question. Did you ask any one of them for the Secretary of State? 
Answer. They were sitting in there and opening papers and look-

ing them over. 
Question. Did you hand the return to any particular man? 
Answer. No, sir; I laid them on the table, and I think one man 

reached out his hand and took the papers. I didn't inquire for the 
Secretary of State. I said I had brought out the returns for our town. 

Question. You didn't know the position any man occupied there? 
Answer. No, I don't know who the Secretary was, nor the Assist

ant Secretary or Deputy. I didn't know his name. 

BY l\fo. COOK. 
Question. Did Captain Black kno~v of your coming in before this 

Committee? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 
Questi(m. Has he ever said anything to you about it? 
Answer. No, sir; I haven't seen him for almost a fortnight. 
Qnestion. You said you saw him yesterday? 
Answer. I did; I went into his office and asked him if he had those 

papers, and he said ''No ; I have been busy ; I have been prevented 
from touching them." I says, '' Captain, I suppose you have ; 
can't you make them out so I can have them right away." He says, 
"Come in at half-past two and you can have them." If he knew 
I was coming here he had been following me or asking somebody 
else, for I never told him. I haven't named about this matter. 

DA vrn CHADWICK, sworn cmd examined. 

BY l\fa. STROUT : 
Qiiestion. Where do you reside ? 
Answer. Somerville. 
Question. You are one of the Selectmen of the town of Somerville? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qnestion. For the year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And were you present at the election? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Held at what place? 
.Answe1·. Number Two School House. 
Question. Joe Bruce School House? 
Answer. Sometimes goes by the name of "Moore's School 

House;" "Number Two School House." 
Question. Were you present when the Senatorial and Representa

tive returns were made up for the town of Somerville to return to 
the Secretary of State's office? 

Answer. I didn't see them made up. 
Question. Did you see the Town Clerk writing upon the blanks? 
.Answer. No, I could not say for a certainty that I did. 
Question. Give us your best recollection? 
.Answer. I can tell you what the circumstances were. I spoke to 

Bowler about making out the returns. Said I to him, '' I suppose 
these ought to be made out here." And he said it had been the 
custom for twenty years for him to take them home and make them 
out; and I submitted to custom. 

Question. Did you authorize him at that time to sign your name? 
Answer. I supposed he would, of course, sign them. 
Questfon. Did you give him any authority to do so? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. At that time? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you know anything about a second set of returns? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you ever know of any second set of returns being 

made by Bowler to return to the Secretary of State's office? 
.Answer. I never heard ()f any until to-day. 
Question. Diel you ever authorize Bowler to sign your name to 

any second set of returns? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. In any way, shape or manner? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You have no recollection at this time, have you, of the 

making out of the first set? 
.Ansicer. I didn't see them made out; I could not say but that he 

made them out in the house there ; but I did not see them after 
they were made out. 

Question. Did you see them while he was making them out? 
.Answer. I saw the blanks, but I didn't see them after they were 

made out. 
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Question. Do you recollect of Morrill Glidden being present? 
Answer. I think he was at the town meeting. 
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Question. Do you recollect of seeing him there when Bowler had 
these blanks there ? 

Answer. I think he was there through the whole of the meeting 
and after it. 

Question. Do you recollect the circumstance of his calling Mr. 
Bowler's attention to the making of the Gin Andrew R. G. Smith's 
name? 

Answer. No, I don't remember anything about it. 
Question. You have no recollection about it? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. It might have occurred? 
Answer. It might have occurred between them; I didn't hear it to 

remember it. 
Quest-ion. Is that all you know about the transaction? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Do you know what Bowler's politics have been? 
Answer. I know how he voted this last election. 
Question. Has he for some years voted in the same way-always 

a straight ticket? 
Answer. I could not tell. 
Question. You don't know? 
Answer. No, sir. 

BY MR. INGALLS : 
Question. How did he vote this last fall? 
Answer. Davis ticket. I saw him when he put it in. In regard 

to these returns, I spoke to the other Selectman, and he said that 
had been the custom-to let Bowler make them out; so I submitted 
the thing to him. I know it was a slack way of doing business; 
but that is the way it was done. 

Question. Won't you look at the signatures on all of them. 
[Returns shown witness. J Is it not perceptible at a glance that they 
were all made by one man? Could any person have any doubt about 
it? 

Answer. This, I should say, is Mr. Bowler's writing, the whole of 

it. 
Question. Isn't it perceivable that they were all made by one man? 

Wouldn't anybody at a glance say so? 
Answer. I should say so. 



90 ALTERED ELECTION RETURNS. 

HENRY D. CLARK, sworn and examined. 

BY l\fa. STROUT: 
Question. Where do you reside? 
Answer. I reside in Somerville, Maine. 
Questl'.on. vVere you one of the Selectmen for eighteen hundred 

and seventy-nine? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. "\Vere you present at the annual meeting for the election 

of State and County Officers? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. vV ere you present when the returns were made up or 

when any part of them were made? 
Answer. I could not say that I was. 
Question. What is your best recollection about it? 
Ansicer. I saw the blank returns and took them in my hands 

before they were made up. I did not see any one do any writing 
on them to my knowledge. 

Question. You didn't see any writing done, but had you any 
knowleclge of the making up of any returns, or that Bowler com
menced to make them up at the meeting? 

Answer. No, sir; I had no knowledge of it. 
Question. Did you sign the first returns? 
Answer. No, sir, I didn't. 
Question. Did you authorize Bowler to sign for you? 
Answer. I authorized him in this way: It has been the custom 

in our town, after the election, for lVIr. Bowler or the chairman of the 
board, to sign up the returns ; I think he has been Clerk for several 
years; and that has been the custom. I spoke to Mr. Chadwick 
last fall-he being chairman of the board-after we got through 
counting the votes and taking minutes of them, and asked him if it 
was necessary for us to sign the returns and see they were sealed 
up, and he told me what Bowler said-I could not say exactly-that 
he would attend to them and have them all right-something to that 
effect. I could not speak the words that he said ; but it was to that 
effect at any rate. 

Question. Did you have any knowledge that Mr. Bowler made up 
a second set of returns ? 

Answer. No, sir, I didn't. 
Question. Did you ever authorize him to sign your name to any 

second set of returns? 
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.Answer. No, sir. 
Question. He had no authority whatever, had he? 
Answer. No, sir, not from me. 
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Question. I want you to examine the signatures to the three re
turns that are presented, marked "Exhibit A," "Exhibit B," and 
"Exhibit D," and state whether or not it is observable at a glance 
that they were all written by one hand and by one man? 

Answer. I should judge they were all written by one hand. 
Questfon. Isn't it patent to most any observer that they were? 
Answe1·. It appears so. 

Question. Did you know anything about the matter of new returns 
being signed ? 

Answer. No, sir; I didn't know anything about it until to-da};· 
About half-past ten the person who summoned me to this place 
informed me that there had been a second set of returns sent in. I 
told him I never knew anything about it before. 

Question. Otherwise you had no knowledge? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Had nothing to do with getting them up or ordering 

them? 
.Answer. No, sir. I supposed that the first returns were all right. ,v e never have had any trouble before. Our returns have always 

been correct. 
Question. Is D1· . .Anclrew R. G. Smith, the candidate for Senator, 

well known to you all there? 
Answer. He is to me. 
Question. How far does he live from Bowler? 
Answer. I should suppose perhaps nine miles; I think I live 

within about six mile~ of Dr. Sn,iith. 
Question. Is he a man perfectly well-known in that vicinity? 
Answer. Yes, he is well-known in that section; has a good deal of 

practice there. 

BY l\fa. HARRIS : 

Question. Don't you think it somewhat singular that Bowler 
should not have mentioned this matter of the second set of returns 

to you, or some other of the Selectmen? 
Answer. I should think it was singular, although I am not 

acquainted with the laws of such matters. I should suppose he 
would have notified us that he had orders for some other returns. 
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BYMR. LORD: 
Question. Has he been in the habit of consulting you much about 

town matters? 
Answer. Not a great deal; no, sir. 

JOHN B. DODGE, sworn and examined. 

BY l\IR. STROUT : 
Qitestion. You reside in Somerville and were one of the Selectmen 

in eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Were you present at the annual meeting? 
Answer. A part of the time. 
Question. Were you present at the close of the election? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Do you remember the making up of the returns or any 

part of them? 
Answer. I saw Mr. Bowler working on the returns there, but 

the completion of them I did not see. 
Question. You didn't notice the completion? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. ·whom did you see there besides Bowler that you can 

recollect? 
Answer. Mr. Chadwick and Mr. Clark were there, the other 

Selectmen. 
Questfon. Whether or not you remember of seeing Mr. Glidden? 
Answe1·. Mr. Glidden was at the meeting, but at that time I don't 

particularly remember of seeing him, at the time I noticed Bowler 
at work upon the blanks. 

Quest?'.on. Did you sign the returns? 
Answer. No, sir, I did not. 
Quest1'.on. Did you authorize Mr. Bowler to sign them for you? 
Answer. I cannot say whether I did or not at that particular time. 

I was the third Selectman, and the other two being the majority, 
they had done the business principally ; and my wife was sick and I 
didn't want to stop until the meeting closed. It had been the habit 
of the Town Clerk, sometimes, to use the Selectmen's names by their 
request ; and whether I did or didn't directly at that particular time 
tell him to do so I cannot state. 

Question. Now, after that meeting, and the returns that were there 
were made up, had you any knowledge of any other returns being 
made up? 
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Answer. No, sir, none whatever. 
Question. And sent to the Secretary of State's office? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. By Mr. Bowler? 
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Answer. Not until last night. That is the first I ever heard of it. 
Question. Did you ever authorize Bowler to sign your name in any 

way, shape or manner to such returns? 
Answer. No, sir, I didn't. 
Question. And he didn't consult you about it? 
Answer. No, sir, not since the meeting; and I have no particular 

recollection of his doing it at that time. 
Question. Is there any other matter that you know about it? 
Answer. No, sir. 

ALBERT L. SouLE, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. I call your attention to the affidavit of Anson B. 

Bowler, marked "Exhibit 0/' was that affidavit sworn to before 
you? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Who wrote it? 
Answer. Written by Mr. Bowler; I wrote the certificate below. 
Question. Where was it that he wrote it? 
Answer. At my house. 
Question. At your house? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did he write it as he chose? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What did he claim at the time about the name of the 

Senator that he put into the return? 
Answer. He claimed that he wrote it "Andrew R. G. Smith." 
Question. Did you have knowledge at that time that he had made 

out a second set of returns and sent them in? 
Answer. No, sir. 

' Question. When did you first learn that fact? 
Answer. The first I learned of it was here yesterday when he 

stated that he made two. 
Question. That was the first knowledge? 
Answer. Yes, the first intimation I had of it; I had heard there 

was a mistake in a return here, but never learned what it was. 
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Question. And in the conversation that you had with him when 
this affidavit was made he gave you no intimation that he had made 
a second return ? 

Answer. No, sir, not a word; it was supposed then that the mis
take was in his original, first return. That is the way we took it ; 
and we contended it was not; and we procu~ed this affidavit-asked 
him to give one stating the facts-what he did-write out the facts 
of what he did in relation to making the returns, and he wrote that. 

Question. Did anybody tell him what to write? 
Answer. No, sir. 
QuesUon. Did Dr. Smith dictate to him that affidavit--? 
Answe1·. No, sir. 
Question. -- for him to write ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. When he swore to it, did he make any reservation in 

what he swore to? 
Ansive1·. He didn't until afterwards. Afterwards he spoke in re-

lation to the Selectmen signing it; he said he signed their names. 
Question. After he had sworn to it? 
Answer. Yes, after he had sworn to it. 
Question. Did he say anything about its not being made in open 

town meeting? 
Answer. No. 
Question. He said it was made in open town meeting? 
Answer. Yes sir; he then said he supposed by the Selectmen 

authorizing him it would amount to the same thing, and he didn't 
know as that way of writing it would make any difference. 

Question. Did he say whether or not the Selectmen were present 
when they authorized him-when he signed their names? 

Answer. No. 
Question. What have you heard Bowler say in relation to the letter 

that he received? 
Answer. I heard him state here yesterday that he received a letter 

accompanying the blank. 
Question. The blank that he received in December? 
Answer. The blank that he received in December; and he said 

he could not tell whether he had it now or not, but that he would 
look thoroughly and see ; and I went with him last night to his 
house. 

Qiwstfon. Now, what was done? 
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Answer. We went to his house, and as soon as we went in we 
searched his secretary, and searched two or three old hats that sat on 
the top filled full of envelopes and letters. I took down everything 
from there, almost, and looked into them ; overhauled the letters ; 
took them from his hands and looked them over. Then we took his 
books and blanks of different lots ; took out half a bushel of papers, 
I should think, and looked them all over. 

Question. Did he appear to have preserved his letters and 
papers? 

Answer. They seemed to be scattered. His blanks where he had 
done business as Trial Justice for a number of years were all filed; 
but a good many of his letters and envelopes were all helter-skelter, 
scattered about every way. ,v e also looked into all the books he 
had-his account books-and turned them all over. I asked him if 
he had any more papers anywhere loose, and he said "No." He 
had a basket full, he said, where he had sorted them out, and he 
destroyed them a few days ago,-burned them I think he said. I 
left at nearly twelve o'clock last night. He seemed to be a good 
deal excited ; acted as though he would like to find something. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Remember of finding other letters covering the time 

when this was received along in December? 
Answer. Yes, very nearly; quite a lot of letters and administra

tion letters and blanks in December; matter where he was adminis
trator. 

Question. Find that one [taking from the table a large envelope J ? 
Answer. Yes, that was in his record. 
Question. In his book of record? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. But the letter accompanying the second set of returns 

was not there? 
Answer. No, sir. That is all the envelope there was there. 

BY MR. HARRIS : 
Question. Did he explain how that envelope came there? 
Answer. He said that must be the first one that the first returns 

came in. 

BY MR. INGALLS : 
Question. Is Mr. Bowler pretty correct in his mode of doing busi

ness? 
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Answer. Yes, sir; always been considered very correct. Always 
been noted for keeping a very nice and correct record ; about his 
other business I don't know. 

BY MR. STROUT: 

Question. What have been his politics? 
Answer. He has been a Democrat, and a Republican, and a 

Greenbacker I guess one year; I don't know how that is-whether 
one or two. I won't pretend to say about that. 

Question. A little uncertain in his politics? 
Answer. I don't think he is so certain as I am. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 

Question. Were you there when the town meeting closed? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did they make up their return in town meeting? 
.Answer. Had these blanks open on the desk of the School House 

and was writing. What he wrote I could not say; I had a lot of 
votes of each man; a dozen stopped there, I don't know but that 
half an hour, and I was copying off some of them to carry home ; 
put the result of each man at the head. I was doing that for them 
and he was in the desk, and Glidden was there. 

Question. What Glidden? 
.Answer. Morrill, leaning over the end of the desk ; and I heard 

Mr. Chadwick make the remark that it was best for them to sign up 
their returns. 

Question. What reply was made to that? 
Answer. Bowler stated if they were afraid to trust him to do it 

they had better come up to his house and sign them. He said it 
would take some time to get them all completed ; and on that I left. 

BYMR. HALE: 

Question. You remember of seeing Mr. Glidden there? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

BYMR. LORD: 

Question. Did you hear any conversation between Glidden and 
Bowler in connection with the returns? 

Answer. I could not tell what they said. I heard them talking ; 
but what they said I did not pay any attention to. I knew what 
his business was there, though, because I have been on the town 
committee,-! have been the chairman and he has been one of them 
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for every year for the last :fifteen or sixteen years-and we usually 
selected for the business the best we could ; took quite an interest in. 
it to see it was made up right. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 

Qiwstion. What was Mr. Glidden's business there-what was he 
doing? 

Answer. At the desk? 
Question. Yes. 
Answer. He seemed to be looking on while Bowler was writing. 
Question. You say you knew what his business was? 
Answer. To see if the names were written right, especially 

Smith's. 

BY MR. HALE: 

Question. That is what Glidden was there for? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qnestion. On account of Mr. Smith's numerous initials, I sup-. 

pose? 
Answer. Smith requested him and me before the election to look 

out and see that his name was made up right-see that there was no 
mistake made. 

BY MR. STROUT: 

Question. Why? 
Answer. He wanted to be sure, he said, that the return was made 

up right so there would be no mistake in it ; look out for his vote 
and see that he had what belonged to him. 

BYMR. LORD: 

Question. Did you attend to that? 
Answer. No, Glidden attended to it as far as looking after it was 

concerned. 

BY MR. COOK: 

Question. The number of votes was returned all right? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; my main business was to get in all the votes I 

could on our side that day, and I did the best I could .. 

BY MR. HILL: 
Question. What was your side of the house? 
Answer. Republican. 

7 
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BY MR. STROUT : 
Question. Anybody represent the other side? 
Answer. Yes, lots of them. 

BY 1\1:R. ING ALLS : 
Qiwstion. How was Bruce? 
Answer. He was lively; had some pretty sharp contests in rela

tion to legal voting. 

BYMR. COOK: 
Qiwstion. Did the meeting have to be called to order during the 

day by the Clerk or Selectmen for getting into a row? 
· Answer. No, sir; I don't recollect that they did; I guess not. 

Question. The Clerk testified that there was considerabie hair
pulling? 

Answer. I believe, though, they did. There was a row. I 
recollect it now ; didn't last but a minute. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Qiwstion. Have you had any conversation with Mr. Bowler aslto 

whom he has talked with in relation to this matter? 
Answer. Yes. I°was very particular last night in going home and 

to-day to find out? 

Question. Could you find out? 
Answer. No; he denied ever talking the subject with anybody. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. Did you talk with. him about this second return at any 

time, yesterday or to-day? 
Answer. Since yesterday I have; since I found it out here. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Since you were in here, when we were here? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

BY 1\1:R. INGALLS: 
Question. Does he give you any account of how he came to make 

that mistake? 
Answer. No, only he said he made it in a hurry, he supposed. 
Question. What is your theory about it? 
Answer. I would not dare to tell; theories don't amount to much 

these days. A man may have an opinion, and it is not always best 
to tell it. First impressions are sometimes the best ; but it won't 
do to trust them always. 
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BY MR. STROUT : 
Question. What, if anything, did Bowler state to you in relation 

to his knowledge of Senator Smith's name? 
Answer. He said he could not have made a mistake, knew he 

didn't make a mistake ; because he knew his name so well and had 
written it so many times ; and he could write his name whether he 
had a vote to go by or not ; he didn't care anything about it so far 
as his name was concerned. 

Question. Please state what, if anything, Mr. Bowler told you in 
relation to the mailing of the letter containing the second return? 

Answer. He said he put it in the office, and got a stamp and put 
on it himself, and bought some more stamps besides that. He told 
me that going home yesterday. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Q1wstion. That was the one sent in December? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

FEBRUARY, 20, 1880, P. M. 

GusTAVUS B. WooD, sworn and exarnined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 

Q1testion. What is your residence? 
Answer. Albion. 
Question. Business? 
Answer. Farming. 
Question. Whether or not you were one of the Selectmen of the 

town of' Albion in the county of Kennebec? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. Were you one of the Selectmen last September? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. And in that capacity were you present at the annual 

meeting for the election of State and County Officers? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Who were your associates as Selectmen? 
Answer. These two men present,-George B. Pray and Amasa 

Bachelder. 
Question. Who was the Town Clerk? 
Answer. Benjamin F. Abbott. 
Question. How long has he been Town Clerk for the town of 

Albion? 
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Answer. One term. 
Qiiestion. He was elected in March, eighteen hundred and seventy

nine? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Were you and Mr. Bachelder and l\:fr. Pray and l\:fr. 

Abbott all present at the annual election? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. "What time did your meeting convene, and what time 

did the polls close ? 
Answer. Opened at ten, I think, and closed at sunset. 
Question. "\Vere you present at the counting of the votes? 
Answer. I was. 
Qiwstion. Who besides yourself were present? 
Answer. The other two Selectmen, and the Clerk,-1\:fr. Abbott. 
Question. ·whether or not, after counting the votes, any returns 

were made out? 
Answer. There were. 
Question. By whom were the returns,-:-the body of them,-filled 

out? 
Answer. I think Mr. Pray made them out; I cannot say that he 

made out every one of them. 
Question. Please examine the three returns now handed you, 

being returns from the town of Albion for Representatives, Senators 
and County Officers, and marked "Exhibit F, G. D. B., Clerk," 
"Exhibit G, G. D. B., Clerk," and "Exhibit H, G. D. B., Clerk," 
respectively, and state whether or not they were the returns made 
out in open town meeting when you were present? [Witness examines 
the returns. J 

Answer. They are. 
Question. ·what place in the Town House were they made out? 
Answer. At the desk. 
Question. Whether or not the several returns exhibited to you 

were signed by the different Selectmen named? 
Answer. They were. 
Question. At the time? 
Answer. Yes. 

'Question. In open town meeting? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Whether or not the signatures to these three returns 

are respectively the signatures of the Selectmen? 
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Answer. Yes. 
Question. Whether or not they were so signed in the presence of 

Mr. Abbott, Town Clerk? 
Answer. They were passed from me to him, and I supposed that 

he signed them right after me; but, as we finished up, I heard Mr. 
Pray tell him: "Here is one you haven't signed." He says, "I 
want to look them over and will sign it." I supposed of course he 
did sign it. 

Question. Did the Selectmen sign them in turn after they were 
made up? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. And you signed last? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. After you signed them did you pass each one to Benja

min F. Abbott? 
Answer. Yes; he sat at one end and I at the other, and in pass

ing them the other gentlemen might have taken them ; but, other
wise from that, they were passed from me·to him. 

Qitestion. What, if anything, was said about the returns being 
signed by Mr. Abbott in open town meeting? Do you remember 
anything that was said? 

Answe1·. That night? 
Qiwstion. Yes? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Did he say anything about taking them home to be 

signed? 
Answer. Yes, he did. In the first place he wanted to take them 

home to make them out; it was kind of dark when we got through, 
and he made the suggestion that -we should go to his house to finish 
up. 

Qnestion. 'What reply was made t..o that? 
Answer. That it was not legal. 
Qnestion. Then the returns were made up there ? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiwstion. ·who discovered that one of the returns had not been 

signed? 
Answer. Mr. Pray. 
Question. Did he have them in his hand at the time when he 

discovered it? 
Answer. I heard him tell Mr. Abbott that he had not signed it; 
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and I looked up and Mr. Abbott had more than one in his hand; I 
do not know whether he had the whole of them or not. 

Qitestion. Then what followed? 
Answer. Then they were looked over, and I heard Mr. Abbott 

say, "This one is all right;" and I saw him have one in his hand 
when he said that. 

Question. He had it in his hand? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question,. Diel you see the returns when they were put into the 

envelope? 
Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. By whom were they placed in the envelope? 
Answer. They were all but one placed in the envelope, I think, 

by Mr. Pray. 
Question.,. Who placed the remaining return in the envelope? 
Answer. I will tell you, as I understand, about that-not under 

oath-if you want me to. That is the one that he said was all right, 
and he put that into the envelope and passed it to Mr. Pray, and 
Mr. Pray sealed it up without looking at it. 

BY MR. HILL: 

Question. Are you stating what you know? 
Answer. No, not that part; I state I heard him state, "This one 

is all right." 
Question. Did you see him pass that one that he said was '' All 

right" to Mr. Pray. 
Answer. I understood he put that one in himself and passed it 

to Mr. Pray. 
Question. Diel you see him put one in the envelope himself? 
Answer. No; I undertook to say that at first, but then I took it 

back and wouldn't say I did. 

BY l\fo. STROUT : 

Qiwstfon. How did you get the understanding? 
Answer. From Mr. Pray. 
Question. Was it anything that occurred at the time that gave 

you the understanding that Abbott put that one, which he said was 
'' All right," into the envelope, although you cannot remember the 
exact words or circumstances, or is it from what Pray has subse
quently told you? 

Answer. I recollect of hearing him say "This one is all right," 
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and I think I saw him put it in; Mr. Pray said he put it in, and I 
think I saw him, but I would not say I did. I understood it that I 
saw him put that one in. 

Question. Examine these three returns handed to you. Do you 
find that two of them are signed by the Town Clerk? 

Answer. Examine them here ? 
Question. Yes? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiiestion. The Senatorial return and the return for County Officers 

you find both to be signed by '' Benjamin F. Abbott, Town Clerk ?" 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Upon examination of the returns for Representatives, 

shown you, do you find that is signed by " Benjamin F. Abbott, 
Town Clerk," or left blank? 

Answer. It is blank. 
Question. vV as George H. Wilson named in the Representative 

return a Republican candidate for Representative? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And James "'T. Stratton was the Opposition candi-

date? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What are the politics of Benjamin F. Abbott? 
Answer. He voted the Greenback ticket last fall, I supposed. 
Question. What are the politics of George B. Pray, Amasa Bach-

elder and yourself? 
Answer. Republican. 
Question. Have you a clear and distinct recollection of hearing 

Mr. Abbott's attention called to the fact that he had failed to sign 
one of those returns at that time ? 

Answer. I have. 
Question. Have you a clear and distinct recollection that he said 

that the return was '' All right?" 
Answer. He had one in his hand. He had had the whole; I 

could not say which one it was ; I sat on the other side and I could 
not say it was that one when he said that, because it is some time 
afterwards and I did not pay attention enough. 

Qiwstion. But one of the returns he had in his hand, and said, 

'' This one is all rig·ht ?" 
Answer. Yes. 
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BY l\fo. HALE : 

Question. Are you entirely certain that all the returns were 
passed to him to sign ? 

Answer. I am. 
Qiwstion. You have no doubt about that? 
Answer. No. 
Qiiestion. Were any other returns made out.at that time, except

ing the ones which were completed and passed to him to sign? 
Answer. No. 

BY MR. STROUT: 

Question. Have there been any blank returns filled out and signed 
by the Selectmen since? 

Answer. No. 

BYMR. HALE: 

Question. Had he opportunity, in the way of convenience of time, 
and pen, and everything, to sign the return? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Was the sealing up completed while you were there? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Were they directed to the Secretary of State at Augusta 

while you were there? 
Answer. I do not know as I saw them after they were sealed. I 

do not know as I could say I understood they were. 
Question. You saw them sealed? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. After they left your hand and were passed to the Town 

Clerk you did not again have opportunity of seeing them, to see 
whether they were all completed by him or not? 

Ansioe1·. I did one of them ; I cannot say which one. 
Question. Only one? 
Answer. Only one. 
Question. The others were all signed? 
Answer. Yes. 

BY MR. HILL: 
Question. Who was the Republican candidate for Clerk at the 

March meeting? 
Answer. Charles Drake; I think he had a middle name; I wouldn't 

say. 
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Question. Mr. Abbott was the Greenback or Democratic candi
date? · 

Answer. Yes. 
Qitestion. You cannot state positively which one of the returns it 

was said was "All right," whether Representative or Senatorial? 
Answer. No. 
Qitestion. You do not know anything about that erasure there? 
Answer. No. 

FEBRUARY 20, 1880, EVENING. 

GEORGE B. PRAY, sworn and examined. 

BY 1\fR. STROUT : 
Question. Where do you reside? 
Answer. Albion. 
Question. What is your occupation? 
Answe1·. Farmer. 
Question. W1iether or not you were one of the Selectmen of the 

town of Albion during the year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. I was. 
Qnestion. In that capacity were you present at the September 

meeting held in that town, for the election of State and County 
Officers? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you recollect when the meeting was convened? 
Answer. Eighth of September, ten o'clock. 
Qiwstion. vVhen were the polls closed? 
Answer. At five o'clock. 
Qiiestion. ·where was that meeting held? 
Answer. In the Town House in Albion. 
Question. Whether or not you have a desk that is occupied by the 

Selectmen? • 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Who occupied that desk? 
Answer. The Selectmen and Town Clerk. 
Question. After the polls closed whether or not the votes were 

counted by you and the Town Clerk? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qilestion. Please examine the returns, now handed you, from the 

town.of Albion for Representatives and Senators and County Officers 
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and state in whose handwriting the body of the returns are made? 
[Witness examines returns. J 

Answer. I should say by myself-in my handwriting. 
Question. Please examine your signature to the several returns, 

and those of the other Selectmen, and state whether or not they are 
.the original signatures? [Witness examines signatures. J 

Answer. Yes; I should say they were. 
Question. "\Vho were present when the returns were made up, and 

where were they made up? 
Answer. The three Selectmen and Town Clerk were present. 

They were made up in our open town meeting, in the desk. There 
were also other townsmen present. 

Qitesti'.on. State whether you had any conversation with Benjamin 
F. Abbott, the Town Clerk, in relation to the time or place of mak
ing up the returns, before they were made, and if so what? 

Answer. Mr. Abbott says, "Can't we take these to my house and 
fill them out?" I told him it was not legal ; and, at the same time, 
he asked l\fr. Rollins-who was in the body of the house and was 
just going to leave the house,-if it was not just as well ; and he 
told him it was not. 

Questfon. Then did you proceed to make up the returns? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. "\Vere the returns signed in the order that the names 

appear in the returns? 
Answer. They were. 
Question. State what was done with the returns after they were 

signed by the Selectmen? 
Answer. Mr. "\Vood, as he signed them, passed them front of us 

to Mr. Abbott; Mr. Abbott was on my left and the other two 
Selectmen on the right. 

Question. How far apart were Wood and Abbott? 
Answer. They sat pretty near togetht:;r. The desk is as long as 

this table. "\Ve sat snug together-as near as we could and write. 
Question. In a space of six or eight feet, should you think? 
Answer. I should say so. 
Question. The returns were passed from Mr. Wood, in front of 

you, to l\Ir. Abbott? 
Answe-r. Yes. 
Question. Had Mr. Abbott an opportunity to sign all those 

returns? 
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Answer. Yes. 
Question. What next attracted your attention as to the returns? 
Answer. After we had filled the returns, I took the returns to 

examine them to see that they were all right, and as I was looking 
over them, I found one that he had not signed,-had not attested. 
I had the envelope ; I passed the return and envelope to him and 
said "Here is a return you haven't signed, Mr. Abbott." He took 
it. 

Question. ·what were you doing after you passed the envelope to 
him for the purpose of having him sign it as Town Clerk? 

Answer. I took up another return to look at it. 
Question. Did you suppose or did you think that he signed the 

return? 
Answer. Yes, I did. 
Question. Did you watch him to see whether he did or not? 
.Answer. No. 
Questipn. What, if any thing, did he say about the return that 

you passed him? 
.Answer. I cannot say that he said anything; I do not remember. 
Question. Was there anything said about the return being all 

right or correct? 
Answer. Mr. Abbott said, "This return is all right; I may as 

well put it in the envelope ; " and he did so. 
Question. Whether or not that was the return you passed him that 

was unsigned? 
.Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. Did you examine the return after you passed it to him? 
Answer. No. 
Question. You believed it to be signed? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What did you do with the envelope? 
.Answer. I passed the envelope to him at the same time · I passed 

the return,-the envelope that belonged to that return. 
Question. ·what became of the envelopes and returns in them ; 

did he keep them or did you take them again? 
Answer. I cannot say. 
Qitestion. What ultimately became of them? 
Answer. Mr. Abbott took them, after they were sealed. I sealed 

them. 
Question. For the purpose of returning them to the Secretary of 

State's office? 
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Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. Examine the return marked "Exhibit F, G. D. B., 

Clerk of Cornrnittee," and state whether you have any doubt that was 
the return you made out in open town meeting at that time? 

.Answer. I have no doubt. 
Question. Have you any doubt that is the return you passed to 

Mr. Abbott? 
.Answer. I cannot say. 
Qiwstion. Was there more than one return that was not signed by 

him as Town Clerk? 
.Answer. No; we found only one. 
Question. Have you ever signed any returns subsequent to that 

time? 
.Answer. Not this year. 
Question. For the September election, eighteen hundred and 

seventy-nine? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Had Mr. Abbott opportunity to sign the return, if he 

had chosen to do so ? 
.Answer. He had; as I :filled out a return I passed it to them; 

they had pens and ink, and they had plenty opportunity, while I 
was :filling out another, to sign the return that went around. 

Question. What are the politics of Mr. Abbott, Town Clerk-
what were they at that time? 

Answer. He voted the Greenback ticket. 
Question. And yourself and the other Selectmen ? 
.Answer. Voted the Republican ticket. 
Question. I desire to call your attention to the return for Repre

sentative; I perceive in the words "one hundred sixty," that there 
has been some erasure and an alteration of the word "sixty," and 
also in the cypher in the figures carried out ; was that done by you? 

Answer. No, I do not remember of doing it. 
Question. Did you make any erasure of any kind, or any altera

tion, or any change, in either of the returns that were signed there 
by you that day? 

.Answer. I think not; I cannot remember of any. 
Question. Have you any knowledge how the erasure in those 

words came to be made ? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Or by whom made? 
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Answer. No. 
Question. Do you know who made the "y" at the end of the 

"sixty"? [Witness examines the return with a magnifying glass. J 
Answer. I cannot say. It does not hardly look like-that is not 

the way I usually make a y. 
Qiiestion. Do you recognize it as your letter? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Or a letter made by you? 
Answer. No. 
Question. ·when did you first learn that there was any difficulty 

with this return, or imperfection in it? 
Answer. I cannot give the date ; it was the last of the fall or first 

of the winter ; it came second to me from S. S. Brown of the 
Council. 

Question. Was it or not about the time of what is known as the 
'' Counting out" ? 

Answer. I think it was; I cannot say positive; it was any way 
before the certificates were issued to Representatives. 

Question. ,vho gave you the information? 
Answer. Mr. Libbey, the gentleman sitting there; he said Mr. 

Brown told him. 
Questfon. What is Mr. Libbey's full name? 
Answer. Llewellyn Libbey. 
Question. If you have any other knowledge pertaining to this 

matter I wish you would state it? 
Answer. No, I do not know as I have. 
Question. Did you have any conversation with a Mr. Hussey in 

relation to going to Mr. Abbott's house, or in connection with these 
returns, during the time of the town meeting? 

Answer. I cannot say; I know that Mr. Hussey was there and 
made some talk, but I cannot say exactly what it was. 

Question. Can you remember whether anything was said about 
going to Mr. Abbott's house to make out these returns, by Mr. 
Hussey? 

Answer. I have no recollection. 
Question. Or by any other person? 
Answer. No, I think not; I can recollect of hearing Mr. Abbott. 
Qnestion. Did Mr. Hussey find any fault or make any complaint 

that you were particular about this? 
Answer. Yes. That was after we got all through; Mr. Hussey 
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said that I was" Mighty particular." He said it in a laughing way, 
after we got through. He said I was '' Mighty particular but a 
pretty clever kind of a fellow" -or something like that. I noticed 
he was quite jovial for a man that took such an interest in politics as 
he did, and had lost his Representative that he was working for. 

Question. What were his politics? 
Answer. Greenback. 

BY l\fR. HALE: 

Question. After Mr. Wood handed the returns to the Town Clerk 
he had an opportunity for signing them before you took them? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. And you are certain that, when you took the returns 

and looked at them after the Town Clerk had an opportunity for 
signing them, one of them was deficient? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. You are certain this was after Mr. Wood had passed 

them to the Town Clerk? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You are equally certain that, finding that one deficient, 

you called attention to it, and handed it to the Town Clerk? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Whichever one that was, you are certain you handed it 

to him and he had an opportunity of making it up? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Was there any return made at that time excepting the 

regular returns of the town ? 
Answer. No. 
Question. The ones that were afterwards found with the Governor 

and Council were the only ones you had that day? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. They were all made up and sent off? 
Answer. Yes, they were all made up and signed and sealed there 

as I supposed; they were all made up and sealed and passed to Mr. 
Abbott, the Clerk. 

Question. Was Mr. Abbott doing anything except attending to 
these returns at that time? 

Answer. I think not; he had no other business. 
Question. The voting had ceased? 
Answer. Yes. There was nothing but to make up the returns. 
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BYMR. HILL: 
Qiwstion. What did you say iii regard to what Hussey said as to 

feeling well? 
An.'iwer. After we were all through and were about to go away, I 

think he patted me on my shoulder and says, "You are mighty par
ticular but you are a pretty clever kind of a fellow." 

Question. Did you say he felt pretty well? 
Answer. I say he felt quite jovial, and felt about as I did any 

way; I felt pretty well because we had got ours, I supposed. He 
felt full as well if not better than I did. 

Question. Did you know the result at that time? 
Answe1·. No, I had hopes. I thought, if_ we were even, China 

would balance Unity. 

BY MR. INGALLS : 

Question. You spoke of but one alteration in the return ; look at 
that and see how that is? [Mr. Ingalls exhibits Senatorial return to 

witness. J 
An~wer. I cannot say as to that. 

BY l\fa. STROUT : 

Question. How long has Mr. Abbott been Town Clerk? 
Answe1·. He was elected last March, a year ago. 

GEORGE B. PRAY, recalled. 

BY MR. STROUT : 

Question. Can you give the Committee any information in regard 
to any matter testified to by Mr. Abbott? 

Answer. I think not; I can remember of Mr. Abbott saying, as I 
went to look over the returns, " No matter about it," he would do it 
at his house as it was getting late, or something to that effect. 

Question. Did you accept his offer? 
Answer. No. 
Qitestion. You sealed them up? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qitestion. Do you know what time in the afternoon it was known 

at the town meeting how the vote of Unity Plantation stood? 
Answer. I do not. I was busy at the time. 
Question. Did you learn how it stood during the afternoon? 
Answer. I cannot say that I did at the town meeting. 
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Question. You have no personal knowledge that Mr. Abbott 
knew it? 

Answer. No. 

AMASA BACHELDER, sworn and exarnined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 

Question. Your residence? 
Answer. Albion. 
Question. "\Vere you one of the Selectmen of that town in eighteen 

hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And were present at the annual town meeting at the 

Town Honse ? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiwstion. After the polls closed at night were you in the desk 

with the other Selectmen in making up the returns? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you see them made up? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Whether or not the signature attached to these returns 

which are shown you, Senatorial, Representative and County Officers, 
of A. Bachelder, is your signature? [Witness examines signatures 
to returns. J 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you recollect any conversation l>etween Mr. Pray 

and Mr. Abbott in relation to the time and place of making these 
returns? 

Answer. Nothing more than Mr. Abbott spoke something about 
taking them to his house, I think, or going there. 

Questfon. What was said about it? 
Answer. Mr. Rollins spoke, and said he thought they would have 

to be made up in open town meeting, in the Town House. 
Question. Were they then so made up and signed by you, in the 

order that your signatures appear upon the returns? 
Answer. Yes. 
QuesUon. After they were signed by Mr. Wood, what did he do 

with those blanks ? 
Answer. He passed them back to Mr. Abbott. 
Question. For what purpose? 
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Answer. For him to sign, I suppose. 
Question. "\Vlrnt do you recollect in relation to Mr. Abbott's sig

nature to any one of them? 
Answer. I recollect of Mr. Pray speaking and saying to Mr. Abbott 

that there was "One here you haven't signed." I did not see them 
after they were signed by Mr. Abbott. 

Question. Do you recollect anything that Mr. Abbott said? 
Answer. No, I do not. 
Question. Do you recollect whether any remark was made by any 

person as to any one of the returns being correct? 
Answer. No, I do not. · 
Qiwstion. You have no recollection? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Qiwstion. What became of those returns? 
Answe1·. Mr. Pray sealed them up and gave them to Mr. Abbotti 

I think. 
Question. After Mr. Abbott's attention was called to this return 

did you examine it at all to see whether he had signed it or not? 
Answer. No. 
Qiiestion. Yon supposed he had? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was there any obstacle in the way of his signing? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 
Qiwstion. Had he opportunity to if he chose? 
Answer. I suppose he had. 
Qiwstion. Did you hear anything said in relation to any return not 

being signed at that time, excepting what you have stated? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Have you signed any other set of returns, excepting 

what appears before the Committee at this time? 
Answe1·. No, sir. 
Qiiestion. Did you know, substantially, what the vote of Unity 

Plantation would be, that is, what the political character of the vote 
would be? 

Answer. Yes. We supposed they were all Democrats or Green-
backers. 

Question. Solid? 
Answer. Yes; they usually are, I believe. 
Question. Whether or not, in the town of Albion, the majority-

was as it had been the year before? 
8 
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Answer. I cannot say ; but the year before I think they were 
Greenbackers, but I would not say certain. 

Question. Did you hear any remarks from any person in relation 
to the manner in which those returns were made up, at the time? 

Answer. No. 
Question. From Mr. Hussey or any other person? 
Answer. No. 
Question. You saw this return passed to Mr. Abbott for the pur

pose of signing it? 
Answer. Mr. "Wood passed them back. I sat at the right of Mr. 

Pray, and he passed them to me to sign, · and I signed them and 
passed them to Mr. Wood, and he passed them around back. 

Question. You remembe1~ distinctly of Mr. Abbott's being notified 
that he had not signed one of them, and of its being passed to him 
for that purpose? 

Answer. Yes; I heard Mr. Pray speak to him about it. 
Question. '\Yho filled up the body of the returns? 
Answer. Mr. Pray. 
Question. Did you make any erasures? 
Answer. No, not that I know of. 
Question. In either of them-any erasure? 
Answer. I do not know of any. 
, Question. Did you see any erasure made there? 
.. Answer. No, not any. 
I Question. In either of the returns? 
,Answer. No, sir. 
,Question. Did you know of any erasure being made? 
Answer. I did not. 
Question. Calling your attention to the returns for Representative, 

and also for County Officers,-calling your attention to an erasure 
found in the number of votes given for James W. Stratton "one 
·hundred sixty," you perceive that there has been an erasure and 
. alteration ; was that made with your knowledge? 

Answer. No, I didn't know that. I did not notice any. 
Question. Do you know by whom that alteration or erasure was 

made? 
Answer. No ; I do not. 
Question. Are you acquainted with the handwriting of Mr. Pray? 
Answer. Nothing more than what I have seen since I have been 

in :with him this last year. 
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BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. Which is the Republican here? 
Answer. Wilson. 

BY MR. STROUT: 

Question. Mr. Stratton is the Opposition? 
Answer. Yes. 

BENJAMIN F. ABBOTT, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
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Mr. STROUT, TO W ITNEss : I will notify you that you are not 
obliged to give any testimony that would in any way criminate or 
implicate yourself in any improper transaction. 

Question. Were you Town Clerk of Albion in the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-nine? 

Answer. Yes. 
Qiiestion. Were you present at the town meeting? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Where was it held? 
Answer. At the Town House. 
Question. After the polls closed did you assist in counting the 

votes? 
Answe1·. I looked over and saw them count them ; I did not count 

them. 
Question. Did you assist in making up the returns? 
.Answer. I did. 
Question. Calling your attention to the three returns, Representa

tive, Senatorial and County Officers, state in whose handwr:iting the 
body of the returns are? 

Answer. To the best of my knowledge I should say they were in 
Mr. Pray's. 

Question. It appears upon the face of the returns that two of 
them are signed by " Benjamin F. Abbott, Town Clerk." Examine 
the signatures and state whether they are your signatures? [Wit
ness examines signatures. J 

Answer. Yes, they are. 
Qltestion. I perceive that one of these returns is not signed by 

the Town Clerk, the return for the Representative from the town ; 
what explanation have you to make to the Committee in relation to 
that return, after hearing the testimony of the Selectmen? 
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Answer. The explanation that I shall have to make in regard to 
that is very limited~ for I was not aware that there was such an 
omission in the return. I supposed they were all correctly certified 
to, and it was with that idea that it has been in my mind clear up to 
within a few days ago. 

Question. Did Mr. vVood pass you the returns for your signature 
after he had signed them? 

Answer. I think he did. 
Question. You recollect that fact? 
Answer. Yes, I think I do. 
Question. Did you sit at the same desk with him? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qttestion. In what space were you all sitting; as close together as 

you could be ? 
Answer. As close as we could conveniently sit and work. 
Questfon. Diel you have pens and ink present? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. vVhat were you doing while l\fr. Pray was making out 

the body of the returns? 
Answer. I think I sat beside him and saw him writing; I do not 

know but I lit my pipe and smoked. 
Question. Were you doing anything at that time? 
Answer. Nothing particular that I have in my mind. 
Question. Do you remember that you lit your pipe and smoked? 
Answer. I am not positive that I did. I cannot say that I posi-

tively remember it. 
Question. Can you remember you were doing anything excepting 

waiting to close up the returns and have them sealed up, so as to 
take them to the Secretary of State's office? 

Answer. I should not want to say that I do positively. 
Question. Did you suggest taking the returns to your house to 

make up? 
Answer. Well, I don't know whether you would call it suggesting 

to take·them there; I asked Mr. Rollins if we could do it; he said 
i 

we could not. 
Question. Why did you ask Mr. Rollins if you could unless you 

intended to do so? 
Answer. I was not aware that it was against the law to take them 

out. 
Question. Did you intend so to do? 
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Answer. Previous to ascertaining? 
Question. Yes? 
Answer. No. 
Qnestion. You had no intention of taking them? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Then what was your purpose in asking? 
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Answer. It was dark, and we had to have some lights, and I 
tllought it would be more convenient to go into my house; or ~fr. 
Wood's-I think I proposed our nearest Selectman's house-he 
lived not far from the Town House. 

Question. What time did the polls close? 
Answer. At the usual time,-sunset, I think. 
Question. This was the eighth of September? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qitestion. How long did it take you to count the votes,-three 

hund,red and twenty-eight votes? 
Answer. I shoul~ think we were about an hour, getting them 

counted and arranged. 
Question. Do you think it took you as long as that? 
Answer. I should think we were about an hour. 
Question . .I understand you to say you asked this question for the 

purpose of ascertaining whether you could take the returns to your 
hons~ to make them up? 

Answer. I acknowledged my ignorance in regard to the law on 
that point, and I asked Mr. Rollins if we could do it. 

Question. Diel you receive from the Secretary of State's office a 
set of blank returns, together with blank envelopes? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. They came ~o you? 
Answer. They did. 
Qiiestion. Did they have printing upon the back of them? 
Answer. I think they did. [Mr. Strout shows an envelope to 

witness. J • 
Question. Diel not each one of those envelopes have. printed upon 

it the words, "Sealed up fa open town meeting?" 
Answe1·. I think likely they did ; I wouldn't question at all but 

they did. 
Question. How long before the town meeting were the blank 

returns sent you? 
Answer. I do not know; I should think a week; I do not know 

but ten days. 
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Question. A week or ten days you had them? 
Answer. Yes. 
Questfon. Did you carry them to the town meeting? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. "\Vasn't there printed upon each one of the blank returns, 

in large letters, the following words : '' I,nportant I Notice to clerks. 
This return rnust be sealed up in open town meetfog, in the envelope 
of corresponding number, and forwarded to the office of the Secretary 
of Stale?" 

.Answer. I think it was. 
Question. And upon the back of the return were you not referred 

to section thirty-three of the statute, inside, which made that the 
requirement of the law? [Mr. Strout shows return to witness. J 

Answer. Yes, I see that, and I have read it oflate. 
Question. vV eren't you referred on the outside of each one of the 

blank returns to that provision of the law, requiring it to be sealed 
up in open town meeting? 

.Answer. I presull\,e so. 
Qttestfon. Do you still say you asked the question simply for the 

purpose of ascertaining whether or not it was required by law, that 
these returns should be sealed up in open town meeting? 

Anstver. I asked Mr. Rollins that question, and the reply w~s we 
couldn't do it; I might have known,I presume; I did not give it any 
particular thought. 

Question. Why should you ask him that, with all these directions 
before you? 

.Answer. I had not my mind on them; he was very near and I 
asked him. 

Question. Still you asked him without any purpose of taking the 
returns home ? 

.Answer. No; if he had said that we could have done it I do not 
know but we should. 

Question. Didn't you offer to make up the returns yourself? 
Answer. No, never. 
Question. vVhat suggestion did you make in relation to leaving 

these returns unsealed so you could take them home and look them 
over? 

.Answer. I do not know that I ever made such a statement. 
Question. Do you say you did not? 
.Answer. I do. 
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Question. Arc you acquainted with Mr. Brown? 
Answer. I know him by sight-·-I am not any acquainted with him. 
Question. Are you acquainted with F. M. Fogg? 
Answer. No ; I know him, but not acquainted. 
Question. Did you see either of them or have any conference with 

them before the September meeting? 
Answe1·. I saw Mr. Fogg be:fore the September meeting; I do 

not know how long before ; but not long before the September meet
ing, he was at our place and spoke. 

Question. When was that? 
Answer. In the fall. 
Question. Fix the time as near as you can? 
Answer. I do not know as I can give you the time definitely, but 

I guess it was in August, some time. 
Question. vVasn't it within a very short time prior to the Septem

ber meeting? 
Answer. I cannot be positive in regard to it, but I do not think it 

was a great while before the September meeting. 
Question. vVhere did he stop? 
Answer. He stopped at my place to dinner. 
Question. Stopped at your house? 
An~wer. Yes. 
Question. Had you received these blank returns at that time? 
Answer. I cannot say whether I had or not. 
Question. State all the conversation that you can recollect, if you 

have any recollection of any, with Mr. Fogg in relation to your 
duties as Town Clerk? 

Answer. There never was a question or word passed between us 
in regard to it. 

Questi'.on. Quite sure about that? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. Did you have any conversation with Mr. Hussey about 

it? 
Answer. About the returns? 
Qitestion. Yes? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Qiwstion. At any time? 
Answer. Yes ; since I learned there was an omission he talked 

about it with me. 
Question. Do you and Mr. Hussey belong to the same political 

party? 
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Answer. I presume we do. 
Qnestion. Are you Republicans? were you last fall? 
Answe1·. No. 
Question. Do you remember the fact of your attention being 

called to one of the returns not being signed? 
Answer. I couldn't say; I have no recollection of it; but then I 

wouldn't say that it wasn't, because it might have been. 
Question. You cannot remember anything about that? 
Answer. I do not remember that it was. 
Question. You cannot remember anything about it? 
Answer. No, I cannot remember of my attention being called to 

it. 
Qitestion. Do you remember of saying~ as to either of the returns, 

that ''This return is correct," or '' All right," or words to that effect? 
Answer. I do not remember that. 
Questfon. Have no knowledge· of it? 
Answer. No; I would not say it was not so, but I do not remem-

ber of words passing of that kind. 
Question. Which of the returns was first made up by Mr. Pray? 
Answer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. Have you any recullection about it? 
Answer. No. 
Question. After he made up the body of the return and signed his 

name to it, what did he do with it? 
Answer. I have the impression that he passed it around to the 

other Selectmen to sign. 
Question. To :Mr. Bachelder and Mr. Wood? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And from l\ir. vVood where did it go? 
Answer. It came to me. 
Qnestion. For what purpose? 
Answer. To sign. 
Question. As fast as he finished one of the returns and signed it, 

did he pass it to the others to complete? 
Answer. I think he did. 
Qu,estion. Then they passed it to you? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. So you had the returns singly, as they completed them 

and passed them over to you? 
Answer. Yes, I think so. 
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Question. Diel they then look them over to see if they were prop-
erly signed? 

Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. You cannot remember? 
Answe1·. No. 
Question. If those returns were passed to you one by one, for the 

purpose of your signature, and you had nothing else to do but to 
sign them, explain to the Committee why you did not sign it? 

Answer. I cannot do it,-I cannot do it. 
Question. You know that the law required your sig11ature, did 

you not? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You knew that if you didn't place your signature as 

Town Clerk upon that return that it was an invalid return? 
.Answer. No, I did not. 
Question. What did you think that the law required your signa

ture for? 
.Answer. ·what was your question? 
Question. ·what did you suppose the law required your signature 

upon the returns for? 
Anstver. To make it valid, as I understand. 
Q1..iestion. Then if it did not have your signature you understand 

it to be invalid? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. ·with that understanding and that knowledge when the 

return was passed to you for your signature, you have no reason to 
give why yon did not sign it? 

Answer. I can't. I have no reason in the world, and I couldn't 
give a reason to save my life-to save my life from going down 
through the floor-I couldn't tell you. 

Question. Diel ,you know how the election went that day in the 
town of Albion? 

Answer. That clay after the vote was counted? 
Question. Yes? 

.Answer. Yes. 
Qaestion. When these returns were made up you knew that fact? 

.Answer. Yes. 
Question. Diel you know it had gone different from the election 

the year before? 
Answe1·. Yes. 



122 ALTERED ELECTION RETURNS. 

Question. You knew it had gone for the Republicans? 
Answer. Yes. 
Que:;tion. Did you also know in relation to the vote in Unity 

Plantation? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Had you any reason to believe it would not be solid for 

the Fusion party? 
Answer. No, I had no reason to believe but what it would. 
Question. You expected it would? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Having that knowledge-knowing that the town of 

Albion had gone Republican, and knowing that your signature was 
needed to that return to make it a valid return in order that that 
vote might be counted-you omitted to sign it ; is that true? 

Answer. No. 
Question. You did not sign it? 
Answer. I know; at least it so appears. 
Quel'Stz'.on. Isn't it true you knew that the town had gone Republi

can, and you knew that your signature was necessary in order to 
make the return valid? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. With what person did you first have any conversation 

in relation to the fact that this return was not signed? 
Answe1·. I think it was Na than Wellington ; he lives at Albion 

Corner. No; I am mistaken; it was Walter Hussey. 
Question. Is he the same Mr. Hussey that has been spoken of 

here? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Where did he obtain his information ? 
Answer. He said he got it from Brown. 
Question. What Brown? 
Answer. I presume he meant S. S. Brown, but he did not say. 
Question. S. S. Brow?, of Governor Garcelon's Council? 
Answer. Yes ; that is who I took it he meant. 
Question. Diel you talk the matter over with him at that time? 
Answer. Some little; I told him it was not so. He said that 

Brown.told him that it was ; I told him he must be mistaken ; he 
said all he knew about it was what he told him that day here in 
Augusta. 

Question. When was that conversation? 
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Answer. It was somewhere from the tenth to twentieth of 
December, I think. 

Question. Can't you fix it any more nearly than that? 
Answer. I can't to-night; if I was at home I think I might, 

perhaps. 
Question. Have you stated all you know and given all the reasons 

that occur to you in relation to your not signing this return? 
Answer. Everything that I know of. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 

Question. Was there any design on your part to omit signing, to 
aid your party? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Was it purely accidental that you did not sign it? 
Answei. Purely accidental. 
Question. vV as it passed to you to be signed? 
Answer. I presume that it was,-but I cannot say positively that 

it was-but I presume it was, the same as the rest of them. 
Question. Who put the returns into the envelopes? 
Answer. Mr. Pray. 
Question. All of them? 
Answer. I think he did. 
Questi'.on. Do you remember of Mr. Pray saying to you, "Here is 

one return you haven't signed?" 
Answer. No, I do not remember anything about it; but then I 

wouldn't say that he didn't, but I haven't any recollection of it. 
Question. What towns compose your district? 
Answer. Albion, China and Unity Plantation. 

BY l\fo. STROUT : 

Question. Wasn't it reported at the town meeting in Albion, as 
early as three or four o'clock that afternoon, how Unity Plantation 
had gone? 

Answer. Not that I know of. 
Question. Wasn't it common talk in town meeting, known to 

everybody? 
Answer. I do not know but it was, but I did not know it. 
Question. You were there? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. What were you doing during the afternoon? 
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Answer. ,v e were using the check list,-checking names as they 
came up to vote. 

Question. You were not down on the floor of the house? 
Answer. I think I was not out on the floor but once in the after

noon. 
Question. Isn't it true that you heard from that Plantation as 

early as one or two o'clock in the afternoon; and didn't you then, 
after hearing that, get up and say, '' Every nian stfok to the Greenback 
ticket and vote the Greenback ticket?" 

Answer. No, I have no recollection of making such a statement 
in regard to hearing from that vote ; I made a statement in town 
meeting, probably the one Mr. Libbey has drawn your attention to. 
Some of our men were voting for the Republican Representative,
! saw the ballots as they were put in-voted our ticket with that 
exception, and I called their attention to it, and asked them if they 
were aware they were voting for the Republican Representative, that 
they better stick and vote for their own man, or something to that 
effect. 

Question. I call your attention to erasures in the vote for '' James 
W. Stratton," appearing upon the Representative return, the word 
" sixty" in the number of votes and the figures " 160." You see 
there have been erasures and alterations; I wish to ask you whether 
you made those erasures and alterations ? 

Answer. I did not. 
Question. You have no knowledge who made them? 
Answer. No, not the least. 
Question. Did you make them? 
Answer. No. 
Question. ,v ere they made, so far as you know, when you depos

ited them in the Secretary of State's office? 
Answ,er. Not as far as I know. 
Qiwstion. Did you send these returns by mail, or did you deposit 

them in the Secretary of State's office? 
Answer. I sent them by mail. 
Question. I call your attention to the erasures in the figures in the 

County return, "160," where it appears to have been changed from 
"2" to "0," "James R. Goodwin 160 ;" have you any knowledge 
about that? 

Answer. No, not the least. 
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BYMR. COOK. 
Question. As Town Clerk you were in the habit of making out 

papers where your signature was required, such as warrants? 
Answer. The warrants do not require my signature. 
Question. Are you in the habit of making mistakes - have you 

found many mistakes in your business for the town for the past year? 
Have the Selectmen found any mistakes? 

Answer. I do not know that they have looked over the records 
much. 

Question. Have there been any mistakes found that were brought 
to your knowledge? 

Answer. Yes, one mistake was brought to my knowledge since I 
have been in Augusta-a small mistake. 

Question. Where it required your signature? 
.A.nswe1·. No. 
Question. This business is about as important as anything in the 

year,-at State elections when you have to sign your name to make 
a paper valid? 

.Answer. I should say it was the most important,-that is as much 
so as anything. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Did you see S. S. Brown out to your place before elec

tion ; and if so, when, as near as you can fix the time. ? [Witness 
asks Llewellyn Libbey when the trouble with Wing was, and Mr. 
Libbey replies '' Before election ; I cannot tell exactly, but I think 
in August, think it was two or three weeks before election that you 
and Wing had your trouble."] 

Answer. He was out there at that time; that was the only time I 
saw him for the year. 

Question. Was that a"I?ont the time you received the blank returns? 
Answer. I should say it was some time before. 
Qiwstion. How did you receive the returns? 
Answer. By mail. 
Question. Was he at your house? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Where did you see him? 
Answer. I saw him at my shop and in the road. 
Question. What is your business ? 
Answer. Blacksmith. 
Question. Ho~ long were you with him at that time? 
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Answe1·. I should say ten minutes. 
Question. Did he call you out to the road? 
Answer. No; I called him into the shop; I had a paper I wanted 

him to make for me and I gave him the items and he took them and 
went where he stopped ; he was out on a law suit. He drew up the 
paper for me, and stopped in the road and handed it to me when 
he went back. 

Question. Did you have any conversation about political matters? 
Answer. No, I do not think it was mentioned. 
Question. Quite sure about that? 
Answer. I am. 

LLEWELLYN LIBBEY, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Are you Postmaster at Albion? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. A Republican? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. vVere you present at the annual town meeting for the 

election of officers in eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. At what time was it currently known how the vote of 

Unity Plantation stood? 
Answer. At two o'clock, at the latest. 
Question. Who J?rought the news? 
Answer. One George Foss. 
Question. What do you know as to its being the subject of general 

talk? 
Answer. It was reported there currently and we all talked it over. 

I supposed that every one knew just how it ":ent, and it went just as 
we expected it would go, too. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. How far is it to Unity Plantation? 
Answer. About six miles. 
Question. Were you present when these returns were made up? 
Answer. No ; I was there till the vote was declared ; then I came 

to Augusta with the vote. 
Question.· Any other matter that you know in relation to it? 
Answer. No, I do not know as there is. 
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FEBRUARY 24, 1880, P. M. 

ALBION P. BONNEY, swo1·n and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Where do you reside? 
Answer. Buckfield. 
Question. What office in the town of Buckfield did you hold 

during the year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, if any? 
Answer. I was chairman of Selectmen. 
Question. State whether you were present at the annual election 

September eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, held in the 
town of Buckfield? 

Answe1·. I was. 
Question. Where was it held? 
Answer. At our Town House. 
Question. Whether or not you assisted in making up the returns? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Please examine the return that is shown you and marked 

"Exhibit P, G. D. B., Clerk of Committee," and state whether or 
not it is the return for County Officers from the town of Buckfield? 

Answer. I should say I had seen that before; and it is the return, 
I should call it. 

Question. Whether or not any part of it is in your handwriting? 
Answer. The most of it is in my handwriting, and there is my 

signature. 
Question. Do you mean the body of the return? 
Answer. Yes ; the body of the return is in my handwriting. 
Question. That was made out by you? 
Answer. Yes, it is my writing. 
Question. The signature '' Albion P. Bonney" is your signature? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Whether or not the signatures of the remaining Select-

men are original signatures? 
.Answer. Yes; I saw them sign. 
Question. Where was the return made up? 
.Answer. At the Town House in Buckfield. 
Question. I call your attention to the heading of the return, and 

ask you to state whether or not you find the name of the town and 
the county therein written? 

Answer. No, it is not written. 
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Question. ·whether or not you find any attempt to write any part 
of the name of the town or county, and if so state what it is? 

Answer. In the place for county here it seems that some one com
menced and made an "O" ). but it is not my doings. 
. Question. ·whether or not that is either in your handwriting or 
any one of the Selectmen of Buckfield for that year? 

Answer. I should say it was not. 
Question. I now call your attention to the signatures of the 

Selectmen and of the Town Clerk, "C. C. Spaulding," and the 
word '' Buckfield" which is written under the printed word '' Select
men," by which the return would read, as signed, '' Albion P. Bon
ney, JJ,Ierritt Fcirmr, A. F. Mason, Selectmen of Buckfield." I call 
your attention to the word Buckfield written there? [Witness 
examines return. J 

Answer. That I should say was not put in there. 
Question. That was not put in at the time the return was made 

up? 
Answer. No, it was not. 
Question. Is that in your handwriting? 
Answer. It is not. 
Question. Is it in the handwriting of C. C. Spaulding, Town 

Clerk? 
Answer. I should say it was not. 
Qiiestion. Is it in the handwriting of Merritt Farrar or A. F. 

Mason? 
Answer. I should say it was not. 
Question. Did you ever see that word written there before? 
Answer. No. 
Question. With the exception of that word, which you say was 

not written by yourself or the other Town Officers, was there any
thing upon the face of the return to show for what town the return 
was made, on the face of the return? 

Answer. No, not on the face. 
Question. Is the filing on the back of the return in your hand

writing? 
Answer. I should say that was my handwriting. 
Question. So that the return, as originally made out, left the name 

of the town and the county blank, did it not? 
Answer. I should say so ; yes. 
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Question. Have you, or has any person, to your knowledge, writ-
ten the word in since? Do you know of any person who did it? 

Answer. No, I do not. 
Question. Did any of the Town Officers do it, to your knowledge? 
Answe1·. Not to my knowledge. 
Question. When did you first hear, as near as you can recollect, 

that this return was defective, or that it did not appear upon the 
face of the return from what town or county the return was made? 

Answer. I do not know as I can tell what time it was. I heard 
by the way of 'Squire Bisbee that it was defective. 

Question. George D. Bisbee? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Whether or not he was sent to Augusta? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. vVas he sent for the purpose of examining the returns?~ 
Answer. I cannot tell you about that. 
Question. I now call your attention to three other returns marked 

"Exlu:bit Q, G.D. B., Clerk of Corn/rrdttee," "Exhibit R, G.D. B., 
Clerk of Comniittee," and "Exhibit S, G. D. B., Clerk of Commit
tee," purporting to be the returns for Representatives and Senators, 
and the Clerk's return from the town of Buckfield for the annual 
election of eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and ask whether or 
not you find the names of the town and the county properly written·, 
in, in the headings of these returns ? 

Answer. Yes ; I find them all written in. 
Question. Examine the signatures of the Town Officers and the· 

Town Clerk, and state whether or not you find the word ''Buckfield" 
written there in like manner as it appears to be written on the return 
for County Officers to which your attention was first called? 

Answer. No ; I do not find the word '' Buckfield .. " 
Question. In that respect does or does not the return that you 

first examined, where the word ''Buckfield" was written in an; 
unknown hand, differ from the other three returns which you hold? 

Answer. Yes ; we did not consider that the word "Buckfield " 
was necessary to be written in. 

Question. Whether or not in the first return shown to you the · 
word ''Buckfield" there written is written in any hand writing you 
ever saw or ever remember of seeing? 

Answer. I do not remember of seeing any. 
Question. You are a Republican? 
Answer. Yes. 

9 
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CYRus C. SPAULDING, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT : 

Question. Where do you reside? 
Answer. Buckfield. 
Qiiestfon. Whether or not during the year eighteen hundred and 

seventy-nine, you were Town Clerk of the town of Buckfield? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Please examine the return for County Officers from the 

town of Buckfield, marked "Exhibit P, G. D. B., Clerk of Com
mittee," and state whether or not the signature therein as Town 
Clerk is your own? 

Answer. Yes, it is. 
Question. Were you present when that return was made up? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. Where was it made up? 
.Answer. Made up at the Town House in our town. 
1Question. And signed by all the Selectmen? 
Answer. Yes. 
,,Question. Did you see their signatures? 
_Answer. Yes. 
, Question. I now call your attention to the word ''Buckfield" 

·written opposite the signatures of the three Selectmen, and ask you 
; if that::is in your hand writing? 

. .Answer. No, sir. 
, ,Questio1i. Is it in the hand writing of either of the Town Officers 

, of the.town of Buckfield? 
Answer. I should say not. 

: ,Question. Is it in any hand writing with which you are acquainted? 
Answe1·. No, sir. 

',_Questiota. Please examine that return and state, from your knowl
, edge of the seweral hand writings that appear there, w~1ether or not 
· the.word '~B11,clffield" was written upon it by any officer of the town 
of Buckfield, ,when it was sent forward to the office of the Secretary 
of. State? 

Answer. Tshould say not. 
Question . . Whether or not it has been added since it left your hands? 
Answer . . I should suppose it had; it shows there. 
Questio.n. State whether you sent forward the several returns, 

_.yourself.? 
. Answer. I did. 
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Question. Were they sealed up in open town meeting? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Question. They were sealed up and forwarded to the Secretary of 
State's office? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. After those returns were sealed up in open town meet

ing did any person open them again? 
Answer. Not to my knowledge. 
Question. Did they remain in your possession till you deposited 

them in the mail? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Was there any opportunity to tamper with the returns 

after they were sealed up by the Town Officers before they were 
delivered into the Secretary of State's office? 

Answer. No. 
Questwn. I call your attention to the other returns made from the 

town of Buckfield at that time ; were those returns also sealed up 
and sent forward by you? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you recognize them as the original returns? 
Answer. Yes, I do. 
Question. You find that those returns have the town and county 

properly written in, in the heading? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Whether or not this return with the word ''Buckfield" 

written off against the Selectmen differs in that respect from what is 
usual in making up your returns? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. I call your attention to the first return shown you, for 

County Officers, to an attempt to fill one of the blanks ; what do you 
find there? 

Answer. I find a part of an '' 0 ;" I should say some one began 
to write "O." 

Question. Commenced to write and then gave it up? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Is that your writing? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Is it the hand writing of any of the Town Officers in 

your town? 
Answer. I should say not; I cannot tell, but I should say not. 
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Question. What are your politics? 
.A nswe1·. I am a Democrat. 
Question. And the gentleman who last testified? 
.Answer. He calls himself a Republican. 
Question. Have you any doubt that the return last shown you has 

been changed, by adding the word '' Buckfield," after it left your 
hands as Town Clerk of Buckfield? 

Answer. I should say it had ; I should say that that word had 
been written in since it left my hands. 

GEORGE D. BISBEE, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. You are Clerk of this Committee? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Where is your residence? and what is your profession? 
Answer. Buckfield, Oxford county; I am an attorney at law. 
Question. State whether or not, after the September election, you 

were employed by any persons to come to Augusta for the purpose 
of examining the returns from Oxford county ; and if so, by whom, 
and when did you come, and what did you do? State fully. 

Answer. I was employed by a portion of the County Oflicers,-I 
recollect by the Republican candidates for Judge of Probate and 
County Treasurer ; and I was also employed by the Republican 
candidates for the Senate and the House of Representatives. 

Question. Did you come to Augusta? 
Answe1·. I came to Augusta on the first day of December, I think; 

it was Monday before the first Tuesday of December, and I think 
it was the first day of December. 

Question. State what you did, and what took place? 
Answer. I came to the Council Chamber on the night of Monday, 

the first day of December, and I saw some members of the Council; 
I saw Mr. Foster, of Bangor, and Mr. Moody; and Mr. Fogg, 
perhaps. It was late in the afternoon ; they had other business, and 
they told me if I would call in the morning I should see the returns 
from Oxford county. I did call in the morning,-Tuesday morn
ing, the second day of December,-and they gave me admission to 
the Council Chamber; and, after some consultation, they decided to 
allow me to see the returns for County Officers from Oxford county, 
such as I had certified copies of the records of. There are some 
thirty-seven towns in our county, and I only had with me then 
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certified copies of the records of some eighteen towns ; among them 
I had a certified copy of the record of my own town of Buckfield. 
Mr. Moody, and, I think, Mr. Chase, of Portland-one of the 
Council-showed me those returns, and among them, this return 
from the town of Buckfield, which I hold in my hand, for County 
Officers. 

Qiiestion. Is the return you hold in your hand the return marked 
"Exhibit P, G. D. B., Clerk of Coniniittee?" 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. The same one Mr. Bonney and Mr. Spaulding testified 
about? 

Answer. Yes ; I saw that return that day, and examined it care
fully ; and nowhere on the face of the return did the name of the 
town or county appear. 

Qiiestion. I call your attention to the blank in the printed heading 
of the return, left for writing in the name of the county, and ask 
you to state whether there was any writing there, or any attempt to 
write ; or whether there was a clean blank when you saw it? 

Answer. I examined it very carefully, and discovered nothing 
there. 

Question. I call your attention to the word "Buckfield," which 
was written against the signatures of the Town Officers? 

Answer. It was not there that day. 
Question. You are positive? 
Answer. I know it, because I opened the return. I went in the 

first time and saw the return, and noticed that defect or omission ; 
and there was a query in my mind whether I would call the attention 
of the Council to that fact, because, as I understood the law of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, I supposed if the town was 
notified of the fact the return could be amended by substituting the 
record; it was a Democratic town, and would count in a portion of 
the Republican County Officers if thrown out, and I decided then 
not to call their attention to the fact. I retired to the ante-room and 
had a consultation with Judge Wing, of Auburn, and then decided 
that I would call their attention to the fact. I then went back into 
the Council Chamber and called for this return, and showed it to Mr. 
Moody and some others of the Council,-! cannot name who they 
were. I think Mr. Brown saw it, but I would not say positively 
that he did; Mr. Brown was a stranger to me. I called Mr. Moody's 
attention to the fact that the name of the town or county did not 
appear in the return, except the filing on the back of it. 



134 ALTERED ELECTION RETURNS. 

Question. Any remarks made about it at the time by them? 
Answer. I think not; they let me do most of the talking. 
Question. Did you call the attention of any person to the fact that 

the return from your own town was defective in not having upon its 
face either the town or the county from which it was returned? 

Answer. I did; I went, on the third day of December, from 
Augusta to Fryeburg, where our Court was in session, and there 
saw Enoch C. Farrington and told him about it, and others there; 
and after I went home, I told my townsmen,-among them Mr. 
Spaulding and l\fr. Bonney. 

Question. Was that a matter of fact that was open and notorious 
at the time? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You are acquainted with the hand writing of the Town 

Officers of your town? 
Answer. I am. The Town Officers have their office in my office. 
Question. State to the Committee whether the word "Buckfield," 

which appears upon the face of that return at this time was written 
by any one of the Town Officers of the town of Buckfield? 

.Answer. I should say it was not. 
Question. It has been written in since that time? 
Answer. Since that time; I know it was not there on the second 

day of December. 

BY MR. SPRINGER: 

Question. Did you look especially at the signatures when you were 
here? 

.Answer. Yes. 
Question. You would have been likely to have seen that? 
.Answer. I know I should, because I opened it. The first time I 

was in the Council Chamber I did not discover the filing on the back 

of the return, and it was a question with me how the Council knew 
what return to hand out to me when I called for the return of 
Buckfield. The mode they proceeded in was this : I took my cer
tified copies and arranged them in alphabetical order ; when I came 
to the town of Buckfield, I notified them I had that copy, and they 
immediately got this return. The second time when I went into the 
Council Chamber I examined it with more care, and discovered the 
filing on the back, and that satisfied me that was the way they knew 
which town it was a return from. 
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BY MR. STROUT: 

Question. State what the majority was for one party or the other 
as appears by the return? 

Answer. The Republican candidates have one hundred and eight 
votes and the Fusion candidates two hundred and forty. 

Question. So that the Fusion majority in that town was how much? 
Answer. One hundred and thirty-two; I notice there is a slight 

variation: one Republican candidate has but one hundred and seven. 
Question. Which one is that? 
Answer. Mr. Watkins, candidate for County Treasurer. 
Question. Is there any other fact within your knowledge affecting 

that return ? 
Answer. I cannot say how I heard it, but just about the time the 

Governor and Council were issuing certificates t~ County Officers, a 
rumor came to our town, both ways-that this return was to be 
counted and that it was not to be counted ; we were in suspense 
about it-and I was down here, I think, the first week the Legisla
ture met,-which met the first Wednesday in J anuary,-and I went 
to Mr. Gove and asked to see the returns again ; I then had not 
seen the Representative and Senatorial returns ;-but they did not 
allow me to do it, and I never saw the returns again till they were 
placed in my hands as Clerk of this Committee ; I then found this 
word ''Buckfield" written in. 

Question. Whether or not it is precisely in the condition now that 
it was when it came into your hands as Clerk of the Committee? 

Answer. It is. 
Question. In every particular? 
Answer. Yes, excepting the mark of identification. 
Qiwstfon. Did you at that time examine the other returns which 

have been shown the witnesses, from the town of Buckfield, or either 
of them? 

Answer. ·when I was here in December I did examine the Clerk's 
return, but the Senatorial and Representative returns they declined 

to allow me to see. 
Question. Did you ask to see them? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Who refused? 
Answer. I argued the question at some length. The Governor 

finally informed me that it was the first time the request had formally 
come before the Governor and Council when they were in session ; 
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and after I had argued, perhaps ten or fifteen minutes, as io my 
right to see the Representative and Senatorial returns, the Governor 
informed me that if I would retire they would consult and give their 
cleoision; and some one of the Council,-! think Mr. Fogg, but 
would not be certain,-afterwards came into the ante-room and told 
me they had decided not to show them ; that was Tuesday, the 
second day of December. 

BY MR. HARRIS : 
Question. What would have been the result if this return had not 

been counted? 
Answer. If this return alone had not been counted the Republican 

candidates for Judge of Probate and County Commissioner in our 
county would have been elected, as they tabulated the returns. 

Question. Then ijle election of those two officers depended upon 
the counting or not counting of this return? 

Answer. Yes. 

GEORGE D. BISBEE, recalled. 

WITNESS. There is one more statement I wish to make in regard 
to the Buckfield returns. On or about the thirteenth of December, 
I sent by mail, directed to the Governor and Council, a written 
statement of such errors in the returns as I found while I was there, 
calling the Governor's and Council's attention particularly to the fact 
that the name of the town or county did not appear in the return 
for County Officers from the town of Buckfield ; I sent it by mail 
directed to the Governor and Council. Since coming here, among 
other papers that have been found and turned over to me, was that 
statement or protest that I filed with the Governor and Council ; it 
was found among other papers and turned over to me; I think it 
bore date the thirteenth of December or the fifteenth ; at any rate it 
was dated Friday before I understood the certificates were to issue 
the next week, about the seventeenth. In that paper I called atten
tion to the fact that the name of the town or county did not appear 
in the return from Buckfield for County Officers, and to certain 

other matters. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Have you in your possession some affidavits in relation 

to the Oxford county returns? 
Answer. I have. 



TESTIMONY OF GEORGE D. BISBEE. 

Question. Will you produce them before the Committee? 
Answer. I will. 
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Question. Look at the docket or tabulation made up by the 
Governor and Council,-and turn to Buckfield, to this return,-and 
find for whom it is tabulated? 

.Answer. It is tabulated and counted for the various County Officers 
voted for by both parties, in Oxford county. 

Question. Look at the Hebron return and see for whom those 
seventy-two votes were tabulated? 

.Answer .. They were tabulated and counted for Henry G. Walker. 
Qiiestion. Not Henry "C." Walker . 
.Answer. Henry G. ·walker? 
Question. Turn to Brownfield and see for whom the votes there 

were tabulated? 

.Answer. They are tabulated and counted for the various County 
Officers voted for by both parties in Oxford county last fall. There 
were but two sets of candidates. 

Question. I call your attention to the papers which appear to have 
been filed by 0. N. Bradbury, and identified as "ExhibU V, G. D. 
B., Clerk of Cornrnittee," and ask you in whose hand writing those 
papers are? 

Answer. The first statement or protest is signed by and is in the 
hand writing of Alfred S. Kimball of Waterford. 

Question. Look at the last paper and state in whose hand writing 
that is and who signed the jurat? 

Answer. It is in the hand writing of Alfred S. Kimball, and the 
signature to the jurat is "Alfred S. Kimball, Justice of the Peace." 
Mr. Kimball was the Democratic or Fusion candidate for County 

Attorney in Oxford county last fall. 
Question. Is it or not a fact that he was here at Augusta after the 

eighth of December? 
.Answer. I do not know only by hearsay, and by finding his name 

registered at the hotel. 
Qiwstion. At the Augusta House? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Qiwstion. Where did that affidavit come from? Where did the 

papers you have identified as being in Mr. Kimball's hand writing, 

come from? 
Answer. They were turned over to me by Major Nye. 

BY J\;lR. HILL : 
Qiwstion. Who is he? 
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Answer. He is a resident of Augusta ; and I understand he is, or 
was, on General Chamberlain's staff. 

Qitestfon. Do you know his given name? 
Answer. Frank E., I think, but I never was acquainted with him 

till I came here this time. 

BY Mr. HARRIS : 
Question. ·what would have been the result if both the returns 

from Brownfield and Buckfield had not been counted? 
Answer. The whole board of Republican County Officers would 

have been elected, as I have tabulated it. In counting all of the 
towns in Oxford county, with the exception of Buckfield and Brown
field, the Republican candidate for County Commissioner would be 
elected by sixty-five majority; the Republican candidate for County 
Attorney by three ; the Republican candidate for County Treasurer 
by forty-nine ; and the Republican candidate for Judge of Probate 
by one hundred and fifty-seven. 

BY MR. HILL: 
Question. "What returns from Oxford county have been before the 

Committee at this hearing? 
Answer. ,The returns from the towns of Buckfield, Brownfield 

and Hebron. 
Question. Do you know of any other mistakes in any other towns? 
Answer. Not that I have got the proof. There are certain mat

ters where there are erasures, but it is impossible, till you find out 
from the parties, to tell whether they were made by the Clerk before 
he sealed up his return, or made since. 

Question. You do not know which side it would favor if that had 
been looked to? 

Answer. I have found some that would favor both sides, but the 
majority seem to lean towards the Fusion side. 

Question. In their favor? 
Answer. Yes; but I have found certain erasures that would favor 

the Republicans, where apparently there were mistakes. 
Question. You have no idea as to the results, as you have gone 

through, to which side they would tell? 
Answer. I never have made any tabulation excepting the tabula

tion I hold in my hand. 
Question. Who were the candidates voted for in the town of Buck

field for County Commissioner? 
Answer. Frank Y. Bradley and Henry G. Walker. 
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Question. Who were the votes counted for in Buckfield? 
Answer. I never knew anything to the contrary but what they 

were counted for those two parties voted for. 

GEORGE D. BISBEE, recalled. 

Question. Have you any means of fixing the time you were there 
with Mr. Wing? 

Answer. The only time I was there with Mr. Wing, when I saw 
the returns, was the first and second days of December. I was not 
here when the Representative returns were shown, when Judge Vir
gin was here. 

ENOCH C. FARRINGTON, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT : 
Question. You reside where? 
Answer. Fryeburg, Oxford county. 
Question. What is your business? 
Answer. I am in trade. 
Question. Whether or not you were one of the Republican State 

Committee in eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. No, sir, I was not . 

. Question. Whether or not you came to Augusta after the Septem
ber election, for any purpose, and made any examination as to 
returns? 

Answer. I came here on Monday, December eighth, for the pur
pose of examining some of the returns from Oxford county. 

Question. vVhat was the cause of your coming? 
Answer. There had been a good deal of controversy in regard.to 

throwing out some returns, and Mr. Bisbee had come to my town 
and told me the condition that he had found some of them in ; that 
he had not examined them fully, and so I concluded to come down 
and give them a critical examination if I could have access to them; 
I left the following Monday for that purpose, and came here. 

Question. Did you go to the office of the Secretary of State and 
to the Council Chamber? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Before the Governor and Council? 
Answer. No; I came to Augusta, and saw some members of the 

Council at the Augusta House. I told ·,John B. Foster, of the Coun
cil, what I would like to do ; and he told me if I would come up in 
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the evening he would come up with me and show me the returns for 
County Officers. I came up to the Council room in the evening with 
him, and he laid the returns for County Officers before me and 
allowed me to examine them. 

Question. Had your attention been particularly called, a few days 
before, to the return for County Officers from the town of Buckfield? 

Answer. It had. 
Quest-ion. By Mr. Bisbee? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you examine that return ; and, if you did, how 

thoroughly? 
Answer. I examined it very carefully. 
Question. I hand you "Exhibit P, G.D. B., Clerk of Committee," 

which purports to be the return for County Officers, and ask you to 
examine it and state whether or not that is the return which yon 
examined here at Augusta on the eighth of December? 

Answe1·. It has the appearance of being the same return so far 
as that is concerned, although I doubt if I would want to swear that 
I could identify those signatures of the Selectmen. 

Question. State what its condition was at that time so far as 
containing upon its face either the town of '' Buckfield" or the 
county of '' Oxford ? " 

Answer. Neither was entered upon the face of the return. 
Question. Are you sure of that fact? 
Answer. I so swear, Mr. Chairman. 
Question. You took special notice, at the time, to ascertain it? 
Answer. I did; I examined it very minutely. 
Question. ·what change has there been made in the return since 

that time? 
Answer. ''Buckfield" has been written in beneath the printed 

word '' Selectmen." 
Question. Opposite the written signatures of the Selectmen and 

Town Clerk? 
Answer. Yes. I called Councillor Foster's attention to the fact 

that the name of ''Buckfield" did not appear upon the face of the 
return, and he examined it with me, and admitted that he could not 
tell fro~ whence the return came, by anything that appeared upon 
the face of the return. 

Question. Look at the printed heading of the return-the blank 
for the name of the county to be filled in-and state whether you 
find any attempt to fill that up? 
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Answer. It looks as though there was an attempt made to fill in 
the county-something that looks as though it was intended for an 
"O." 

Question. An attempt made and abandoned? 
Answer. It has that appearance. 
Question. Have you anything about you or in your possession 

connected with that event, which fixes it further in your mind? 
Answer. I made a memorandum of these errors that I found in 

the returns that I examined, and after a few days I sent a commu
nication to the " Oxford Democrat," stating in substance the errors 
that I found, and I have a copy of the paper. 

Question. Will you produce it before the Committee ? 
Answer. I would say this is not printed precisely as I sent the 

communication, although the facts are substantially stated in the 
first part of the article there. 

Question. Read that part of the article which refers to this? 
Answer. " The Town Clerks of Buckfield and Brownfield omit to 

state in the returns the nanie of the town from which they came." 
Question. Did you see the returns for Representatives and Sena-

tors at that time? 
Answer. I saw the return of only one Representative town. 
Question. "\Vhich one was that? 
Answer. That was Brownfield. 
Question. Did you make any request to see the others? 
Answer. I did not ; and I do not think I asked to see that. 
Question. Will you leave that paper with the Committee? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What is the date of the paper having this communica

tion? 
Answer. December sixteenth, Tuesday. 
Question. Any other facts you know of in relation to this matter 

of Buckfield? 
Answer. It does not occur to me now. 
Question. At that time,-of which you have just been speaking

or any other time, did you examine the returns from the town of 

Hebron? 
Answer. I did at that time. 
Question. I call your attention to the return for County Officers 

from the town of Hebron, marked "Exhibit T, G. D. B., Clerk of 
Committee," and ask you whether or not you saw the return when 
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you were here? whether you have any doubt that is the return you 

saw? 
Answer. I think it is the same return, although if it is, there have 

been some changes made in it. 
Question. Outside of the changes? 
Answe1·. I should say it was the same return. 
Question. State to the Committee the names of the parties who 

were voted for, for County Commissioner? 
Answer. They were Frank Y. Bradley, Republican candidate, and 

Henry G. Walker, Fusion candidate. 
Question. Were you acquainted with both parties? 
Answer. Very well indeed. 
Question. Frank Y. Bradley from the own where you reside? 
Answer. Yes. Henry G. Walker was long a resident there, and 

long a neighbor, but he now lives in the adjoining town of Lovell. 
Question. A man you are well acquainted with? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. When you examined that return,-examining the name 

of Henry G. Walker,-calling your attention particularly to that,
at that time how did you find it written? 

Answer. I found it written" Henry C. Walker." 

BY MR. INGALLS: 

Question. December eighth? 
Answer. Yes; the evening of December eighth. 

BY MR. STROUT: 

Question. Did you make a memorandum at the time? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And knew the parties perfectly? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. How do you find that written now? 
Answer. "Henry G. ·walker," it would be called, I should think. 
Question. Has or has not the "C." been changed to " G." by 

adding a line to it? 
Answer. It has. 
Question. Whether or not you find the original '' C." still upon 

the paper, so it can be clearly seen and identified without the aid of 
a glass? 

Answer. It looks so to me. 
Question. How was it changed? 
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Answer. I should suppose it was changed by making an additional 
pen mark down. 

Question. Does it or not appear upon its face clearly? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. The top of the pen mark commencing with the bottom 

of the "C." and extending down through the loop, making a 
"G." of it? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I called the attention of the Council to the 
fact at the time. 

Question. You called the 'attention of the Council at the time to 
the fact \hat the return, as it appeared before them, was for Henry 
C. Walker? 

Answer. I called the attention of Councillor Foster to it, and he 
examined it with me. 

Question. Whether or not it appears on the face of this paper that 
it was written with different ink from what the original Henry C. 
Walker was written with? 

Answer. Yes, I should say so. 
Question. Has or not that return been changed since you saw it 

here on the eighth day of December, by changing the "0" into a 
"G"? 

Am~wer. Yes, it has. 

BYMR. COOK: 
Question. Would that have affected the result in any way? 
Answer. I am not certain whether, alone, it would have affected 

the result of that office. 

BY MR. STROUT : 

Qiwstion. If the vote for Henry G. Walker, as it now appears, 
had been thrown out upon the ground that it appeared upon the 
return for "Henry C. Walker," what difference would it have made 
in the aggregate vote which he received? 

Answer. Seventy-two votes. 
Question. Whether or not you communicated this fact to any per

son or to the '' Oxford Democrat?" 
Answer. I sent it to the "Oxford Democrat." 
Question. Read to the Committee the article in that paper which 

refers to the name of Henry C. Walker? 
Answer. "The town of Hebron gives Henry C. lValker, candidate 

fo1· Commissioner, seventy-two votes, instead of Henry G. Walker." 
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Question. I understand you to say you called the attention of John 
B. Foster, one of the Council, to the condition of that return at that 
time? 

Answe1·. I did. 
Question. Did he make any remark about it that you remember? 
Answer. He asked me whether it was the Republican or Fusion 

candidate, saying that he had not examined the returns and did not 
know the parties. 

Question. Did you tell him? 
Answer. I told him that it was for the Fusion candidate,-that he 

was the Fusion candidate. 
Question. So that fact was understood after that by him? 
Answer. I told him. 
Question. Is there any other fact you know in relation to that 

identical matter, on either side, affecting it in any way? if so, state 
it to the Committee. 

Answe1·. I do not know of anything now. 
Question. You have no personal knowledge by whom the change 

was made? 
Answer. I have not. 

BY MR. INGALLS : 
Question. Did you call the attention of any other member of the 

Council to the '' C" in that name ? 
Answer. I do not think I did. 
Question. Where was this ? 
Answer. In the Council Room. 
Question. Any others of the Council present? 
Answer. There were two or three; I think that Mr. Brown was 

present and I think Mr. Monroe was present. They were not doing 
any business ; it was not a session of the Council ; but there were 
two or three Councillors aside from Mr. Foster ; I do not know but 
Mr. Chase was in the Council room a part of the time. 

Question. Were they within hearing, and listening to your con
versation? 

Answer. I do not know that they were; Mr. Foster and I sat 
down at the Council table, and he got these returns and sat down by 
me and we examined them together, he passing them to me. 

Question. Do the same remarks apply to the return from Brown
field? did you call anybody else's attention to that return excepting 
Mr. Foster's? 
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Answer. No, I do not think I did. 
Question. To any person outside of the Council? 
Answer. I mentioned the fact outside. 

145, 

Question. I mean there was no other person to whom you showed 
it? 

Answer. I think not. 

BY Mu. HILL: 

Question. What time in the season was it you were there? 
Answer. The eighth of December, Monday evening. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. Was the Governor present? 
Answer. No ; I should say not. 

BY MR. STROUT : 

Question. I wish now to call your attention to the return for 
County Officers from the town of Brownfield, in the county of Oxford, 
marked "Exhibit' U, G. D. B., Clerk of Committee." I pass you 
the return for examination? 

Answer. I examined that return, I should say, at the same time. 
Question. The eighth of December? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Whether the name of the town and the county at that 

time appeared upon the face of that return? 
Answer. It did not. 
Question. Whether or not it has been written in since that time 

by some person? 
Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. In the printed heading of the return? 
Answer. Yes,-the name of the town and county. 
Question. Did you make particular examination of it at the time? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Did you make minutes of it at the time? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Went there for that purpose? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And examined it? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Was there any person present when you made the, 

examination? 
10 
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Answer. Mr. Foster was by the side of me,-and other parties 
were in the Council room. 

Qitestion. Whether or not you spoke of that return, also, in the 
presence of Mr. Foster? 

Answer. When I took that return, discovering that the name was 
not written in, I laid it down upon the Council table and took hold 
of it so that Mr. Foster could not turn it over, and I asked him if 
he could tell me what town that return was from, holding the paper 
all the time myself upon the Council table ; he looked over the front 
part of the return, and says "I can't." I then opened the return 
and let him look upon the inside, and he says "I can't tell where 
the return is from." Then he asked me if I called it a good return. 
We then turned it over and ascertained on the other side it was from 
.the town of Brownfield, or at least '' B1·ownfield" appeared on the 
back of the return. That circumstance I speak of because the fill
ing in is so adroitly done. I mention this circumstance as one of 
the facts that assisted me in identifying the return. 

Question. So that from your personal recollection of these facts 
you know that that filling in has been done since you examined it on 
the eighth of December? 

Answer. Yes. I know it was not filled in at that time. 
Question. Henry G. Walker was the Fusion candidate? 
Answer. Yes. 
,Question. And it appears by this return that he had one hundred 

a11d eighty-four votes and the other candidate,-state how that was? 
Answer. Frank Y. Bradley had one hundred and twenty. 
<Question. What was the Fusion majority in the town of Brown

field for County Officers ? 
Answer. That would be sixty-four votes. I would say further 

that I.examined all the names very carefully, and, while my attention 
has not been called to it before, it looks to me as though there was 
an evident tampering with one of the names for: County Attorney. 

·,Question. What name is that that appears to have been tampered 
with? and in what does the alteration, if any, consist? 

Answer. "Alfred S. Kimball" has the appearance of having been 
changed from '' Alford" to ''Alfred." 

Question. Was there any tampering with the return, or any 
change of the return, when you examined it--to your recollection? 

Answer. I should say not. 
Quest-ion. Were you looking out for matters of that sort? 
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Answer. Very particularly. 
Question. Was Alfred S. Kimball the Fusion candidate for County 

Attorney in Oxford county? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. John P. Swasey was the Republican candidate? 
Answer. Yes. 

BY MR. SPRINGER: 

Question. Did you include Brownfield in your report to the 
'' Oxford Democrat?" 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. In what words? 
Answer. I coupled it with the town of Buckfield, saying that the 

Clerks of the town of Buckfield and Brownfield omit to state in the 
returns the name of the town from which they came. 

BY l\fa. INGALLS: 

Question. Did you say anything about this name of Alfred? 
Answer. No ; I did not. 
Q'uestion. Why not? 
Answer. I made no memorandum of it. I could not state to the 

Committee that I saw it to be '' Alfred." 

BY l\IR. STROUT : 

Question. There was nothing of that kind that attracted your 
attention? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Might not that erasure have been there without your 

observing it? 
Answer. I think it might. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 

Question. Do you know in whose hand writing that return is, the 
body of it? 

Answer. I should say it was in the hand writing of S. P. Bean, 
one of the Selectmen. 

BY MR. BISBEE: 

Question. S. P. or Eli? 
Answer. I mean Eli, a brother ; I am not acquainted with the 

hand writing-so I could identify it-of either of those parties. I 
understood that Eli was the chairman of the board of Selectmen. 
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BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Is there any other matter you know in relation to that 

return? 
Answer. I think not ; nothing occurs to me now. 
Question. I wish to call your attention to the letter "H" in the 

name of Augustus H. Walker ; supposing you should scratch off the 
first half of the '' H" what would remain? 

.Answe1·. I should say it would be a " C." 
Question. Whether or not there is an appearance, on the face of 

the paper, of its having been mended or added to? 
Answer. It looks as though something had been done to it with 

pen and ink. 
Question. Did you observe that at all when you examined the 

returns on the eighth day of December? 
Answer. I did not, to my recollection. 

BY MR. INGALLS : 
Question. vVas there anything about that letter which attracted 

your attention,-any such change? 
Answer. There was not, that I remember. 
Question. Look at the "H" just above in another name and see, 

if you scratch out the first part, what would remain? 
Answer. I should think it would be a "C." 
Question. The only difference is that one seems not to have been 

done by the same stroke ; is there any other difference? 
.Answer. I should say very trifling, if any, except that it has the 

appearance of being mended. 
Question. It would have been the same if it had not been mended? 
Answer. I think I should have called it an "H." 

BY MR. HILL: 
Question. What would you have called it if the first part had been 

erased like the one below? 
Answer. I should think it would look like '' C." 

GEORGE C. WING, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Were you one of the Republican State Committee last 

year? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Whether or not you were present at Augusta at any 
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time when those returns were before the Governor and Council, and 
made application to see the Senatorial and Representative returns? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. When was the first time? 
Answer. I was here the seventeenth of November ; I do not 

know as I made application at that time, but I did soon afterwards. 
I was here with Mr. Savage of Auburn, to look after the interests, 
so far as I could, of the people of Androscoggin. 

Question. What time did you say? 
Answer. I was there the seventeenth of November; I was there 

the first day of December, I think Monday; if the first day of 
December was Monday that was the day. 

Question. Did you go to the Council Chamber? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Who went with you? 
Answer. Mr. Savage. 
Question. What did· you go for, and what did you do? 
Answer. I went to the Council Chamber at that time, for the 

purpose of seeing the returns. I had received assurances that they 
would, at that time, be exhibited. 

Question. What returns? 
Answer. All of them. 
Question. Representative, Senatorial and County Officers? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qitestion. From whom had you received such assurance? 
Answer. I think from l\fr. Brown, and I think from Captain 

Chase of Portland; and I do not know but Mr. Fogg. I went 
just before six o'clock, Monday evening, and saw the returns for 
County Officers ; Captain Chase had charge of them and exhibited 
them to me. I saw them and took what memorandum I wanted. 
l\fr. Savage and I were both in and saw them at that time ; at five 
minutes of six I requested to see the returns for Representatives 
and Senators ; Captain Chase said that he was in favor of my seeing 
them; and Mr. Foster stated that it was not a full board, and he 
should rather wait till the next morning ; that if I would come at ten 
o'clock the next morning I could see the returns. At half-past nine 
I was in the ante-room of the Council Chamber, and I waited there 
till about twelve. Various parties were going in and out. I sent in a 
number of times to know when I could go in. Finally I wrote in to 
Mr. Fogg this letter. [Witness produces letter-'' Exhibit W, 
G.D. B., Clerk of Committee."] 
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Question. What parties did you see going in and out? 
Answer. I cannot remember. 
Question. You wrote him the letter marked "Exhibit W, G. D. 

B., Ole1·k of Committee?" 
Answer. Yes ; it is a letter I wrote in the ante-room and folded 

up, and it was carried in by Mr. Harden, the Messenger. 
Question. Mark Harden? 
Answer. Yes. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. How do you know that reached them? 
Answer. There is a memorandum on the back of it in Mr. Fogg's 

hand writing. 
Question. What is it? 
Answer. " That the messenger be fristructed to inform Messrs. 

vVing, SmJage and Bisbee that the Ommcil harue dedded not t~ subrnit 
any inspection of the returns for Senators and Representatives, as no 
defects in the returns can not be changed." 

BY l\fa. STROUT : 
Question. Is that in the hand writing of Mr. Fogg? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question,. Is the letter addressed to him? 
Answer. Yes. [At request of Mr. Strout the witness reads to 

the Committee the letter from witness to Mr. Fogg.] I was sum
moned into the presence of the Governor and Council, and what 
was written on the back was communicated to me, only it was in 
little better English than this. 

Question. When did you next make application? 
Answer. I can not tell you. I was here so much, and around 

that Council Chamber so much, I should not dare to swear to time 
with that exception. I could tell at home. 

Question. Diel you endeavor from time to time, after that, to get 
sight of the returns ? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. vVere you able to do so, and when, for the first time? 
Answer. My recollection is it was the day they were opened for the 

inspection of everybody. I was in there with Orville Baker, and 
Mr. Heath, and other gentlemen; it was the clay of the hearing on 
the petition for mandamus, I think; but the exact day I cannot fix. 
I did not go in till the whole thing was completed. 

Qiwstion. Before the summonses were issued? 
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Answer. I should think it was. 
Question. Was it before the middle of December? 
Answer. I should think it was somewhere along the eleventh or 

twelfth of December. 
Que~tion. Did you see any other returns excepting the Andros

coggin returns ? 

Answer. I think I did ; I think I looked over some of the Oxford 
returns with Mr. Bisbee; that is my recollection. 

Question. Was Mr. Bisbee there the same time you were? 
Answer. Yes, he was at one time. I remember I examined, with 

Mr. Bisbee, the County returns. 
Que.c;tion. Any other matter you know about to testify to? 
Answer. No, I do not know that there is. 
Question. Did they give you any excuses or reason why you could 

not see the Senatorial and Representative returns? 
Answer. No, sir. At one time, when Mr. Savage and I made 

application there, the Governor stated "as at present advised" they 
regarded the law allowing correction of returns, unconstitutional. 

Question. Stated that to you? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you refer to the statute of eighteen hundred and 

seventy-seven? 
Answer. Yes ; it was fully discusse~. I made my application, 

and then I made it still further, that if I had not made it and couched 
it in the exact language of the statute I wanted no mistake to be 
made as to what I intended; and I was informed that my request 
was perfectly well understood. 

Question. But that they could not amend the returns or receive 
evidence to amend them because, "as at present advised," the act 
of eighteen hundred and seventy-seven was unconstitutional? 

Answer. Yes; Mr. Savage spoke, and said he had never heard of 
the Executive department considering a law unconstitutional. The 
Governor stated that he had taken such advice as he considered 
satisfactory. 

Question. Did he state the source of the advice? 
Answer. No. 
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FEBRUARY 25, 1880, EVENING, 

ELI B. BEAN, sworn and exarnined. 

BY 1\fa. STROUT : 
Question. What is your full namer 
Answer. Eli B. Bean. 
Question. Where do you reside? 
Answer. Brownfield. 
Question. What is your occupation? 
Answer. Trader and farmer. 
Question. Whether or not you were one of the Selectmen of the 

town of Brownfield for the year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. I was. 
Q1wstion. Who were the other Selectmen? 
Answer. D. B. Seavey second Selectman and W. S. Haley third. 
Qitestion. Who was the Town Clerk? 
Answer. Joshua Harnden. 
Question. Have you been in business at Brownfield for many 

years? 
Answer. I have, quite a number. 
Question. Are you acquainted with the hand writing of the Select

men and Town Clerk of that town? 
Answer. Somewhat so-yes. 
Question. Were you present at the annual meeting for the election 

of State and County Officers last September? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. At what time did the meeting commence? 
Answer. It was called at ten o'clock. 
Question. At what time did the polls close? 
Answer. About five o'clock; I do not recollect the exact time. 
Question. ,vhether you made up the returns? 
Answer. I wrote them up. 
Question. For the Clerk? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Examine the return for County Officers from the town 

of Brownfield, marked "Exhibit U, G.D. B., Clerk of Cornrnittee," 
and state whether or not it is signed by you and the remaining two 
Selectmen? whether the signatures, yours and theirs, are original? 

Answer. Yes, my signature, and the others were signed in my 
presence. 
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Question. ·whether that return with the other returns were made 
up and sealed up in open town meeting? 

.Answer. They were. 
Q,uestion. Were they put into the mail and forwarded? 
Ansicer. They were put into the hands of the Clerk, and he told 

me he mailed them and brought me the postage bill and I paid it to 
him. 

Q'uestion. Have you examined by day-light this afternoon, the 
return which you hold in your hand, for County Officers? 

Answer. I have looked at it in the office below this aftemoon. 
Question. In the presence of the Clerk of the Committee? 
Answer. Yes, l\ir. Bisbee. 
Question. I call your attention to the body of the return with the 

exception of what is filled into the blank printed headings ; whether 
it is in your hand writing? 

Answer. It is all in my hand writing. 
Question. I now call your attention to the word '' Brownfield" in 

the printed heading, and the word "Oxford," and ask you whether 
or not they are in your hand writing? 

Answer. I do not think they are. 
Question. Is it in the hand writing of any one of the Town Officers 

of Brownfield? 
.Answer. I should say not. 
Q'uestion. Is it in any hand writing that you recognize as ever 

having seen before? 
Answer. I do not recognize it. 
Question. I understand you to say you have examined it? 
Answer. I examined it this afternoon; l\ir. Bisbee handed it to 

me in the office below and I looked at it. 
Question. Have you any doubt that the words ''Brown.field" 

and '' Oxford" now found in the blanks for the town and county 
for which the return is made up, have been added since the return 
left your hands ? 

Answer. I am satisfied it is not in my hand writing, but I do not 
know whose it is, or who could put it there. 

Q'uestion. When were you first informed by any person that this 
return was defective? 

Answer. I do not know the precise time, but some time, I guess, 
in December. 

Question. Do you recollect from what source you learned it? 
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Answer. I cannot be positive as to that now ; but it was currently 
reported there in our town that our returns were defective, and some 
of them on that account-that the town and county were left out in 
the blank. The question was asked me by some one if I thought it 
could be so ; I told them I did not know. 

Question. I call your attention to the word "Alfred." "Fo1· Alfrecl 
S. Kimball, one hundred e1'.ghty-four, 184 /' you perceive now that 
there has been an erasure and alteration in the word? 

Answer. I do, yes. 
Questfon. To your recollection or knowledge, did you make any 

erasure or alteration in that or any other word,-but in that word, 
while it was in your hands? 

Answer. I have no recollection of making any alteration, but I 
have an indistinct recollection of asking one of the Selectmen who 
sat by, to tell me whether that name was spelled A 1 f o r d or 
A 1 fr e d on the ballots; but I have no 1:ecollection of making the 
alteration, and do not know but I did ; I cannot say as to that, but 
I have an indistinct recollection of asking that question. 

Question. You were not quite certain how it was spelled at the 
time? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Have you any recollection of any person making any 

erasure or alteration in any returns before they were sealed up? 
Answer. I do not think it was done, excepting what I did myself. 

If any erasure was done I did it myself before they were sealed up. 
I cannot say as to that-whether it was corrected or not by me. 

Question. I call your attention to" Exhibit X, G.D. B., Clerk of 
Committee," which is the Brownfield return for Senators; that was 
also signed by yourself and the Municipal Officers of the town? 

.Answer. Yes. 
Question. I call your attention to the word ''Third" in '' Third 

Senatorial District/' examine it and state whether or not you find 
an erasure there ? 

.Answer. I should think that was. 
Question. Have you any recollection of any such erasure being 

made by yourself? 
.Answer. I do not recollect distinctly about it, but I should think 

that the writing there was my writing. 
Question. How is it with the words ''Brownfield" and ''Oxford" in 

that return? are they in your hand writing? 
.Answer. I should say so. 
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Question. In the return for Representative from that town, marked 
"Exhibit Y, G.D. B., Clerk of Committee,"-whether or not that 
is in your hand writing? 

Answer. I do not see anything that would lead me to suppose it 
was not. 

Question. How about the words "Brownfield" and "Oxford" in 
that blank? 

Answer. I should say it was mine. 
Question. Were you first Selectman? 
Answer. Yes. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. Did you examine this name '' Alfred " in the day time? 
.Answer. I did look at that, below, the same time I did the other. 
Question. Is there anything about that by which you can tell 

whether you made the alteration or anybody else? 
Answer. I should say at sight I made it. 

EDWARD A. AusTIN, sworn and examined. 

BY l\fR. STROUT : 
Question. Where do you reside? 
Answer. Addison, at Addison Point. 
Question. In vVashington county? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What is your business? 
Answer. Lawyer. 
QuesUon. ,vhether or not you are the Town Clerk of Addison? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. vVere you Town Clerk in eighteen hundred and seventy

nine? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. You recollect the circumstance of the annual town 

meeting? 
Answer. I do. 
Question. Were you present at the annual meeting, September 

eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. I was. 
Qv,,estion. And assisted in making up the returns from the town of 

Addison? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Please examine the return from Addison for Senator 

marked "Exhibit Z, G. D. B., Clerk of Committee," and state by 
whom the body of the return was written? 
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Answer. Written by myself. 
Question. Are you acquainted with the hand writing of the Select

men? 
Answer. I am. 
Qu,estion. Whether or not the signatures appended thereto are the 

original signatures? 
Answer. They are correct. 
Question. Is the Town Clerk's signature your own? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Have you examined that return during the day time? 
Answer. I have. 
Question. State what defect there is in that return? 
Answer. The defect in this return is in this respect : the whole 

number of ballots given in was four hundred and sixty-seven, and in 
making up this return we added together the whole number of votes 
that were thrown, which makes it four hundred and sixty-seven ; it 
should have been two hundred and ninety-nine. 

Question. Two hundred and ninety-nine instead of four hundred 
and sixty-seven? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. That was the defect in the return? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. ·what did you do with that return that night? what was 

done with it after it was made up? 
Answer. It was put into the post-office,-put into an envelope, 

sealed up, and put into the Post-office. 
Question. Directed to whom? 
Answer. Secretary of State. 
Question. What kind of an envelope was it? the regular printed 

envelope? 
Answer. Yes. Our names were on the envelope. 
Question. ·whether or not the return which you hold in your hands 

and the envelope in which the return was placed were made on 
blanks that were sent to you from Augusta from the Secretary of 
State's office? 

Answer. They were. 
Question. The usual form? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. I find the names of'' Gilbert L. Tabbut" and "Henry 

Nash." Are you acquainted with those gentlemen? 
Answer. I am. 



TESTIMONY OF EDWARD A. AUSTIN. 157 

Question. What are the politics of Mr. Tabbut and of Mr. Nash? 
Answer. Tabbut is a Greenbacker; Nash is a Republican. 
Question. What are yours? 
.Answer. My politics are Republican, and always have been. 
Question. State what, if anything, occurred in relation to the 

returns from Addison; state fully all that took place? ~ 

Answer. I think it was the eighth day of November, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-nine. As I came down from my house to my 
office I met at the door of my office Mr. Tabbut and Mr. Nash; they 
said they wanted to see me. 

Question. The Selectmen? 
Answer. Yes; Henry Nash and Gilbert L. Tabbut. I said" Very 

well, we will go into the office." So we went into the office and Mr. 
Tabbut said that he had a return; he took it out of his pocket and 
said we had made a mistake in our Senatorial return, and he wanted 
it amended. I asked him how he came by the return. He said it 
was sent to him by the Secretary of State. Said I, '' To you alone?" 
He said "Yes." I said I thought it was a little queer that he 
should have it come to him. I asked him by what authority or law 
he expected to amend the return in that way. He said that Mr. 
Drisko told him that it was lawful that we should make an amend
ment to our return. I utterly refused to do so, and told him I knew 
of no law whereby we could make such an amendment. , And he 
said that if we did not amend the return that he would have some
thing from Augusta by Tuesday that would oblige us to do so. I 
told him very well, when I was obliged to make an amendment I 
would do so but not before. This was Saturday, I think the eighth 
of November, either the eighth or fifteenth; I am not very sure on 
that point ; but I think the eighth. He came to me again the fol
lowing Monday and said, '' Ain't you going to sign that return?" I 
said, "No sir, I am not." "vVell," he says, "if our town is thrown 

' out on account of your not signing this return, at the next March 
meeting you will be" --- I am at sea now as to what he said. 

Question. Give the substance of it? 
.Answer. I do not recollect the exact language. At any rate 

"Any town office you may hold you will lose at that time," was the 
substance of the matter. I told him '' Very well, that I was ready 
for anything of that kind." 

Question. You are a lawyer? 
.Answer. I am. 
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Question. You told him what the law was? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Did he show you the blank which he said he had? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. What kind of a blank was it? 
Answer. Just such a blank as that shown here with nothing writ-

ten in it. It was inclosed in an envelope ; he took it out. 
Question. Did you see the envelope? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. What kind of an envelope was it? how did it differ, if 

at all, from the envelope in which you sealed up the regular returns 
in open town meeting, which you forwarded to Augusta? 

Answer. The same thing. 
Quest-ion. With the same kind of directions on the outside? 
Answer. Yes, directed to the Secretary of State. 
Qiwstion. Was it the same kind of a blank as those that came 

from the office of the Secretary of State? 
.Answer. Yes, the saine thing. 
Question. He said that he had that from Mr. Drisko; did you, or 

do you, know, what Drisko he referred to? 
.Answer. Yes, George vV. Drisko, of Machias. 
Question. Do you know what his business is? 
Answer. Editor of the "Machias Union." 
Question. Is that a Republican paper? 
Answer. No, sir, it is not; it is a Democratic paper, we call it. 
Question. Did Mr. Nash have anything to say? 
Answer. Mr. Nash was present at the time this conversation took 

place. 
Question. Is Mr. Drisko a prominent man in politics? 
Answer. In Washington county, he is. 
Question. Do you know whether he was in Augusta just before 

this took place ? 
Answer. Mr. Tabbut said that he had been here and got the re

turns from the Secretary of State. 
Question. He said that in connection with this return which he 

had? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And in explanation of it, where it came from? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What did Mr. Nash say in relation to it? 
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Answer. After I refused to sign the return, Mr. Nash refused, and 
left the office; he went out before our conversation was closed. 

Question. Are there any other facts you know in relation to this 
matter? 

Answer. Nothing. 

BY l\fa. INGALLS: 
Question. How many returns did you send? 
Answer. Only one, for Senators. 
Q11estion. How many in all? 
Answer. I do not know, I am sure ; we sent one for Governor, 

one for County Officers, one for Senators, and one for Representa
tives; I think that is all. 

Question. Did you send any duplicates? 
Answer. No. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. You are absolutely certain that this took place as late 

as in November? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. Are you absolutely certain that it was another return in 

blank which was shown to you, and not one you had already filled out? 
.Answer. I am. 
Question. And that the envelope was a blank just such as the 

Secretary of State sends, that had not been filled out? 
Answer. I am. 

Question. You were requested to make a new return to cover the 
mistake in the old return ? 

.Answer. Yes. 
Question. And you refused because the law did not permit you to 

do that? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. You were threatened, if you did not do it, with expul-

sion from office? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qtiestion. Are all of those things absolutely clear in your mind? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. You have no doubt about it? 
Answer. No doubt about it at all. 

BY MR. HARRIS : 
Question. Was the error stated to you that was in the old return? 
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Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did Tabbut inform you how he knew it was in the old 

return? 
Answe'r. No, only that Mr. Drisko told him that such was the case. 
Question. Did Mr. Drisko have any occasion to learn that there 

was any error, from you? 
Answer. No, not from me. 
Question. Or from the books of the town? 
Answer. No, he did not see the books. 
Question. Were you aware that there was an error in the return 

at that time? 
Answer. No, not till this time he came there; that was the first 

intimation I had of it ; I did not think of it. 
Question. How far does Mr. Drisko live from your place? 
Answer. Eighteen miles. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. How is your record? 
Answer. Just the same as that return. 
Question. Remains so now? 
Answer. Yes ; the whole number of votes cast, I think my record 

says, four hundred and sixty-seven. That heading says "The whole 
number of ballots." 

BYMR. COOK: 
Question. Did he tell you how to correct this return,-did Tab but? 
Answer. No. 
Question. How did he expect you to correct it if you did not know 

what the error was ? 
Answer. He told me what the error was and how we ought to do 

it. 

BY MR. STROUT : 
Question. Did he say anything to you about having twenty days? 
Answer. No. 

BY MR. HARRIS : 
Question. What was the vote of the town, for the Democratic or 

Republican candidates? 
Answer. James R. Talbot, one hundred and fifty, John T. Wal

lace, Jr., one hundred and forty-nine. Those are Democrats. 
Austin Harris, eighty-four, Alden Bradford, eighty-four. They are 
Republicans. 
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Question. Democratic majority of' what? 
.Answer. Sixty-six and sixty-five. 
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Question. So it would make a difference of sixty-six votes if 
thrown out? 

.Answer. Yes. 

BY. l\fa. INGALLS: 
Question. Diel you send a statement to the Secretary of State?' 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Diel it contain the same error as the other? 
Answer. Yes, it was a general summary of the whole thing. 
Question. And contained the same error in the number of votes 

that the return did? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. So the error was discovered by- or might have been 

discovered by- the statement to the Secretary of State? 
Answer. I do not know about that; I think it was the same thing; 

I think it was just the same on the Clerk's return that it was on the 
Senatorial return. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. vVould it follow absolutely that because there was an 

error in your return to the Secretary of State,-in the Clerk's re
turn, -that there ,vas an error in the returns that were sent to the 
Governor and Council to be counted? 

Answer. No, I should say not, -not absolutely. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. What was the queston? 
Answer. He asked me if it would follow absolutely that my gen

eral summary to the Secretary of State would contain the same 
error that the return sent to the Secretary of State for Senators 
would. 

Question. Have you any doubt of it? 
Answer. No, I have not any doubt of it. 

HENRY NASH, sw01·n and exarnined. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. "\Vere you in eighteen hundred and seventy-nine one of 

the Selectmen of Addison? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. Present at the September meeting? 
Answer. Yes. 

11 
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Question. Present at the making up of the returns at the close of 
the meeting? 

Answer. I was. 
Question. Who made up the body of the returns? 
Answer. Mr. Austin, the Clerk. 
Question. Did you sign the returns in open town meeting? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. What became of the returns after they were signed? 
Answer. I sealed them up and put them into the Post-office that 

night myself. 
Question. All of the returns? 
.Answer. All of the returns. 
Question. Examine the Senatorial return from Addison, marked 

"Exhibit Z, G. D. B., Clerk of Committee," and see if you identify 
it as the Senatorial return made up in open town meeting on the day 
of election, and by you sealed up and put into the Post-office? 

Answer. I do. 
Question. To whom was it directed? 
Answer. To the Secretary of State. 
Question. In what kind of an envelope? 
Answer. In a printed one, with directions on the back. 
Question. How do you recognize that as the Senatorial return? 
Answer. I recognize it by my signature, and also Mr. Austin's and 

Mr. Tabbut's. 
Question. Where was the third Selectman? 
Answer. He wasn't there. 
Question. Read the whole number of votes written in? 
Answer. '' Whole number of ballots given, four hundred sixty

:seven." 
Questz'.on. Read the names of the candidates? 
Answer. "James R. Talbot, one kundred fifty (150); Joh'{I, T. 

Wallace, Jr., one hundred forty-nine (149); Austin Harris, e1'ghty
four ( 84) ; Alden Bmdford, eighty-four ( 84) ." 

Question. So that the whole number there is made by adding the 
votes of all four of the candidates ? 

Answer., Yes, sir. 
Question. Instead of the two highest? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. When was your attention first called to this return or 

about any alleged error in it, and by whom? 
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Answer. By Gilbert L. Tabbut. I think it was the eighth of 
November, but I wouldn't say positive whether the eighth or fif
teenth ; it was one or the other, and I think the eighth. 

Question. State what took place? 
Answer. I was going from my store and I met Mr. Tabbut on the 

street ; he says : " We have made an error in our Senatorial return." 
He says: "I have a bla.nk and I want to get it corrected." I was 
on my way up street towards Mr. Austin's, the Clerk's office, and, 
seeing him coming, I told him, "\Ve will go to Austin's office and 
see what can be done about it." 

Question. Did he state to you then what the error was? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. State what he said? 
Answer. He said there was an error in adding up the figures on 

the return-adding them all four instead of taking the two highest. 
Question. Did he show you the return he had then?. 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What was it? 
Answer. A blank, such a return as the Senatorial I previously 

identified,-only in blank. 
Question. Any writing on it? 
Answe1·. No. 
Question. The envelope,-did he have that too? 
Answer. I cannot say whether he did or not. 
Question. State what he said? 
Answer. He said he wanted that corrected. I asked him how he 

came by it. He was the second Selectman and all papers on such 
business came to my box or the Clerk's. 

Questfon. What are Mr. Tabbut's politics? 
Answer. A Fusionist. I said to him: "Where did you get this 

blank?" He said : '' It came from the Secretary of State," I said to 
him : "This looks a little curious you should get it in that way." I 
was about going away into another town. We talked a little ; I 
cannot say what I said; I told him: "I will see you again, Mr. 
Tabbut." That is about all I said. The next Monday he came to 
my store and says : '' Ain't you going to sign this blank?" 

Question. Where was this first talk you had with him? 
Answer. At Mr. Austin's office. 
Question. You went away and left the two men there? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Question. And left the blank with him? 
Answer. Yes. The next Monday he came to my store quite early 

in the morning and says : '' Ain't you going to fix this paper?" I 
says : '' No, Mr. Tab but, I am not going t? do anything of the 
kind." He says "You will have to." I says "If I have to then I 
shall, but I shall not put a scratch of pen on paper now." That is 
about all. 

Question. Did you believe it right or legal to make a new return? 
Answer. I did not. 
Question. Did you so tell him? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Was it in your hearing at Mr. Austin's that he said that 

Mr. Drisko told him it was lawful to make a new return? 
Answer. I think not. 
Question. You think it was after you left that it occurred? 
Answer. Yes. 
Q0uestion. You do not remember of hearing anything about Mr. 

Drisko? 
Answer. No. 
Question. °'Vhen you came away did you leave Austin and Tab-

but at Austin's office talking about this matter? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What took place after that, you do not know? 
Answer. I don't. 
Question. Was Mr. Tab but very earnest that you should sign? 
Answer. He seemed to be very. 
Question. He stated that it was legal to correct the error by 

making out a new return? 
Answer. He did. 
Question He insisted upon its being done? 
Answe1·. He did. 
Question. Which you declined to do? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You say that 1\fr. Tabbut told you it came from the 

Secretary of State? 
A.nswe1·. Afterwards-at the store-he told me it came from Mr. 

Drisko. 
Question. That was the next Monday? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. In the second interview with Mr. Tab but where did he 

tell you he got the return? 
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.Answer. He said it came from Mr. Drisko. 
Question. That Mr. Drisko gave it to him? 
.Answer. Yes. 
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Qiiestion. Did he state to you anything that Mr. Drisko had 
stated to him? 

.Answer. No. 
Question. Did he cite Mr. Drisko as authority for its being legal 

to make a new return? 
.Answe1·. No. 
Question. Have you any knowledge or information as to the fact 

of Mr. Drisko having, a little while before that, been in Augusta? 
.Answer. No, sir ; I heard at the time that he had been in Augusta. 
Question. What are your politics ? 
.Answer. I am a Republican. 
Q,uestion. Mr. Tabbut is a Fusionist? 
.Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. Mr. Austin? 
.Answer. Is a Republican. 
Question. At other times matters coming for the Selectmen in the 

way of business of the town, had come to you? 
.Answer. Yes ; I am chairman of the Selectmen. 
Question. What is the third Selectman? 
.Answer. Mr. Leighton is a Republican; he was not there. 

HENRY NASH, recalled. 
BY MR. HALE: 

Question. Do you remember distinctly when Mr. Tabbut came to 
you with the blank return? 

Answer. I do. 
Question. He told you what the defect was, as to the number of 

ballots? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. And that was to be the change made in the new and 

amended return? 
Answer. It was. 
Question. vV as there any other change to be made? 
..Answer. Not that I know of. 
Question. Did he say anything to you, either at that time or at 

the next interview, in reference to putting anything in there to show 

the date when the return was made? 
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Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Was the whole thing left on your mind at the time, that 

. this was a new and corrected return to be substituted for the other? 
Answer. That was my idea. 
Question. Nothing was said by him that would in any way con-

tradict that? 
Answer. No. 
Question. In either interview? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Was there anything said by him about putting on to 

the envelope any change as to its being sealed up in open town 
meeting? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You are confident? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. Or on the return itself? 
Answer. No. 
Question. In either interview? 
Answer. No. 
Question. You are positive? 
.Answer. I am. 

GILBERT L. TABBUT, sworn and exmnined. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Of Addison? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qitestion. Were you one of the Selectmen of Addison in eighteen 

hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. I was. 

Question. Present at the September election that year? 
Answer. I was. 

Question. Were you present when the returns were made up? 
Answer. Yes. 

Question. Were they signed in open town meeting? 
Answer. They were. 
Question. By all the Selectmen? 
Answer. By two of them. 

Question. I am speaking of the returns made on the day of the 
town meeting? 

Answer. They were signed by Mr. Nash and myself. 
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Question. Who made up the body of the returns? 
Answe1·. Town Clerk, Edward A. Austin? 
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Qitestion. What was clone with the returns after being made up 
and signed there that day? 

Answer. They were sealed by Mr. Nash, chairman, and depos
ited in the Post-office. 

Question. Look at the paper marked "Exhibit Z, G.D. B., Clerk 
of Committee," and see if you identify it as the Senatorial return 
made up that day in open town meeting? 

Answer. Yes ; I should call that it. 
Question. That is your signature? 
Answer. It is. 
Question. You recognize the signatures of the others? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Read off the whole number of ballots as written there? 
Answe1·. "Four hundred and sixty-seven." 
Question. For each candidate? 
Answer. "James R. Talbot, one hundred and fifty (150); John 

T. Wallace, ,Jr., one himdred and forty-nine (149) ). Austin Har1·is, 
eighty-four ( 84) ). Alden Bradford, eighty-four ( 84) ." 

Question. So that the total of ballots on that return is got by add-
ing up all four of the Senators' votes? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Instead of the two highest? 

Answer. Yes, that is what the Clerk said I was to do, take the 
whole four numbers together and add them up and tell him what the 
whole amount was. 

Question. When was your attention first after that called to this 
return or to any error in this Senatorial return, and by whom? 

Answer. On the fourteenth of November following, by George W. 
Drisko, of Machias. 

Question. State in your own way what took place and where it 
was? 

Answer. Mr. Drisko came to my house the morning of November 
fourteenth, and told me there was an error in making up our return on 
Senatorial vote, and unless it was changed the town would probably 
lose the votes on Senators. He said there were some three or four 
other towns that made the mistake, and there were blank returns 
forwarded to Machias to be sent around to those different towns. 

Question. Blank returns sent to him from where? 



168 ALTERED ELECTION RETURNS. 

Answer. He didn't say they were sent to him ; he said they were 
sent to Machias. 

QuesUon. For the purpose of correcting those several towns? 
Answer. Yes; from the Secretary of State, I think he told me. 

He told me what the error was. 
Question. What did he tell you the error was? 
Answer. In giving the whole number of ballots, "four hundred 

and sixty-seven," when it should have been about half that number. 
Question. That is in adding up all four instead of the two highest? 
Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. He told you that was the error? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Questfon. And unless corrected the Senatorial vote would be 

thrown out? 
Answer. Yes; and he passed me a blank Senatorial return and 

told me he wanted me to get it amended. I asked him if the law 
would allow us to do it. He said it would ; he said he called at 
Jonesborough and saw the Selectmen there, and they were going to 
amend their return and we could do the same. 

Question. State in that return what the Fusion majority is in 
Addison? 

Answer. Sixty-six, the return shows. He told me if the Town 
Officers would do this that we could make up this return as an 
amended return and sign it on the day we made it ; not to make it 
up as thongh it was done in open town meeting, and it would be an 
amended return, and date it the day we made it. 

Question. Did he have the envelope with him? 
Answer. He did. 
Qitestion. In the ordinary form of the printed envelopes from the 

Secretary of State's office? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiiestion. What did he say to you about having been to Augusta 

lately? 
Answer. He didn't say he had been there. 
Question. Didn't you understand from him, or in some way, that 

he had just come from Augusta? 
Answer. I heard a while after that, that he had just come from 

Augusta, but he did not say anything about being there. 
Question. Didn't he state to you how he had found out there was 

this defect? 
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Answer. No, he didn't say anything about it-didn't say how he 
knew it. 

Question. You don't know that he had been there to look at the 
record? 

Answer. No. 
Question. He must have found it out from the return at Augusta? 
Answer. I suppose so. 
Question. You supposed so at the time? 
Answer. I did. 

Question. He did not claim there was any other way that he had 
got the information? 

Answer. He did not. 
Question. Excepting that the return was incorrect? 
Answer. He did not state to me how he knew. 
Question. What other towns did he mention besides Jones borough? 
Answer. I remember of Jonesborough, and ·whiting, I think; I 

do not seem to remember what the others were ; I think he said 
there were four, Addison, Jonesborough, Whiting-and I do not 
know whether the other was Cutler or what. 

Question. ·where the clanger was that, if they were not corrected, 
the Senatorial vote would be thrown out? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Are those that you mention all Democratic or Green

back towns? 
Answer. I think they were. 
Question. Did he say anything about correcting any errors in any 

Republican towns? 
Answer. No; he didn't mention any towns, only what I have told 

you. 
Question. The altered return you were to make was to be sent 

where? 
Answer. Sent to the Secretary of State. 
Question. At Augusta? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. The same as the other? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. To be used by the Governor and Council? 
Answer. I supposed so. 
Question. Did you take from him the blank return? 
Answer. I did. 
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Question. Did you inquire of him particularly a$ to the legality of 
the act,-whether you had a right to do it? 

Answer. Yes ; I asked him if we had a right to do it. 
Question. "What was his assurance to you? 
Answer. He said he thought we had, thought there was no doubt 

about it. 
Question. Didn't he say whom he had consulted with? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Q'uestion. You had known him for years? 
Answer. I had. 
Question. As a prominent politician? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and editor of a Democratic paper at Machias. 
Question. What more did he say to you that you think of now? 
Answe')·. He told me that if the Town Officers wouldn't amend 

this return to write him so he would get the letter by Saturday's 
mail, the next day. I believe that is all I remember now. 

Question. Did he intimate, if he learned they wouldn't do it, that 
he was to get any authority from Augusta to compel them to do it,
or what did he say about that? 

Answer. I think he said that he would notify them at Augusta. 
Qu,estion. Who was he going to notify at Augusta? 
Answer. I do not know as he said. He might have said the Sec

retary of State or Governor and Council ; I do not know which now, 
and do not know as he did ; but he was going to write to Augusta or 
telegraph, I don't know which. He wanted me to write him the 
next day any way. 

Question. As to what success you had? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. This was November fourteenth? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. After he left you what did you do on that same day? 
Answer. I went up to the village where Nash and Austin lived ; I 

found Mr. Nash in the store and told him there was a mistake in 
making up our return on Senatorial vote. 

Question. Told him what the mistake was? 
Answer. I did. And he and I went up into the Clerk's office and 

I told him what the mistake was. 
Question. Mr. Austin? 
Answe1·. Yes, and he saw the mistake; he said there was a mis

take. I told him what was wanted. He said he didn't know as the 
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law would allow us to amend the return. I told him I didn't know 
certain, but I thought there was a law that we could amend it. 

Question. Didn't you look at the record? 
Answer. I think Austin took his minutes down that he used in 

town meeting, at election, and looked at them. I believe it was not 
recorded that day. 

Question. The minutes were the same as the return? 
Answer. Just the same. 
Question. What ·did you do then in the way of urging him to do it? 
Answer. We talked a little about the law that day. Mr. Nash 

was going to Jones port, and was looking for his team every minute. 
I do not think we were in the office over three minutes before his 
team came along ; his boy brought it. Mr. Nash said he did not 
think we had any right to amend it, but said he would attend to it 
to-morrow morning,-look the matter up. Nash or Austin,-! do 
not know which,-asked me where I got this return. I told them it 
came from the Secretary of State ; and they asked me if it came to 
me as one of the Selectmen. I told them "Yes." I didn't tell them 
that day who handed it to me. 

Question. You didn't tell them that day that Drisko gave it to you? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Why was that? 
Answer. Drisko told me it came from the Secretary of State's 

office to be sent to the Town Officers of the towns that had made a 
mistake in making up returns. 

Questfon. You thought it best that day not to let it be known that 
Drisko had any hand in it? 

Answer. Yes ; I didn't think it necessary to tell them that Drisko 
had anything to do with it. 

Question. So you told them it was from the Secretary of State? 
Ansswer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You believed it came from the Secretary of State to 

Drisko? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. So that day nothing was said about Drisko? 
Answer. Not a word. 
Question. Did you urge them pretty strongly to make out a new 

return? 
Answer. Not very strong. 
Question. Mr. Nash went off and left you and Austin there? 
Answer. Yes; I was putting up potatoes to go aboard the boat 
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Saturday morning, when Drisko called at my house. I went up 
with this return and told them what was wanted, and I ,vas in a 
hurry to get back home so I could haul potatoes to the village the 
next morning. I told Austin that I was in a hurry, and as Nash 
would attend to it the next morning, we wouldn't stop to attend to 
it that day. I went home and I think took the paper with me. 
The next morning I called at Nash's store and asked him if he 
would attend to that matter. He said he would not-or anything 
that came from George Drisko. 

Question. He said that the first thing? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qaestion. How did he know that came from George Drisko if 

you hadn't told him the day before? 
Answer. I do not know unless Drisko was seen on the Point; he 

was there an hour or two that afternoon. 
Qu,estion. When he mentioned Drisko's name what did you tell 

him? 

Answer. I told him if the law would allow us to amend the retum 
I thought he ought to do it ; I didn't want the town to lose the vote 
if it was right for the Town Officers to correct the return. He said 
when there was anything came direct from the Secretary of State or 

Governor and Council to the Selectmen he would attend to it, aud 
do anything he had a right to do. 

Question. Mr. Nash? 
Ansiver. Yes; I answered, "Probably you will have a chance to 

do it." I supposed then there would be a return come from the Sec
retary of State~ from the talk Drisko had with me. I then went up 
to Austin's office and talked with him a few minutes. He said he 
should not do anything,-should not sign it. I told him that if the 
law would allow us to amend this return, and the town lost the vote 
in consequence, probably the town would look out who they put in 
for Town Officers another year. "Now," he said, "let's look the 
law up and see if the law will allow us to do it." He went to look
ing the law up ; I was satisfied before I left the office, that I had no 
right to do it, and I did not urge it any further. 

Question. Did you tell him then and there that Drisko was your 
authority? 

Ansu:er. Yes; I told Austin that clay that I had that from Drisko. 
Questfon. Told him all about it? 
.Answer. Yes. 
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Question. Didn't you urge him that day to do it? 
Answer. No further than what I told you. 
Question. Have you seen Mr Drisko since? 
Answer. I have; I saw him this morning. 
Question. Talk with him about this matter? 
Answer. We talked about it a little. 
Question. What did he say? 
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Answer. He told me he wanted me to tell it just as the conversa
tion was between him and me. 

Question. He told you when you talked with him to-day, didn't 
he, that the truth would be that he directed you to make out a return 
and sign it as of the date when it was made? 

Answer. No, he didn't. 
Question. Haven't you talked that over with him to-day? 
Answer. No, I never mentioned it-or yesterday. At my nouse 

I told him I should not sign that return as made up in open town 
meeting. 

Question. You told him that first? 
Answer. No; I didn't say that till after he told me. He said he 

supposed we would have to date it the same day we made it, and 
mark it as an amended return. I made answer, "I shall not sign it 
as made up in open town meeting." 

Question. Did you tell this to Nash and Austin? 
Answer. No. 
Question. You didn't mention that to them? 
Answer. I do not remember that I did. 
Question. Wasn't it singular you should not have mentioned that 

to them when they objected to signing it? 
Answer. They objected to making it up. If they had gone so far 

as to making it up I should have told them. 
Question. Why did you not tell them what you say Drisko told 

you about dating it that day, so it would not appear to be an original 
return? 

Answer. I do not know. 
Question.. Did you not feel in your own mind it was easier to 

make it as made that day and not have it purport to be made in 
open town meeting? 

Answer. Yes ; and I should not have signed it as of open town 
meeting. 

Question. Did you not tell the Selectmen when you went to them, 
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and the Town Clerk that you thought it was legal, and thought there 
was a law to do it? 

Answer. Yes. 
Qu,estion. Drisko told you? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. That was your view? 
Answer. It was, then. 
Question. Your view was, it was legal to make up a return and 

date it on the day when you made it up and sign it as of that date? 
Answer. It was,-as an amended return. 
Question. Yet you say you did not tell them, in urging them to 

sign, that you were to make it up in that way, dated that day? 
Answer. I do not remember that I did. 
Question. You do not remember that you told the Clerk or the 

Selectmen? 
Answer. I might have, but I do not remember it. 
Qiwstion. 1Vould it not be very remarkable that you should not 

have told them that or remember that? 
Answer. I do not seem to remember whether I told them or not. 
Question. You would not have thought of signing it otherwise? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. That must have been the leading inducement in your 

mind? 
Answer. The leading inducement to me to sign it was, I did not 

want the town to lose the vote if the law would authorize the amend
ment. 

Question. The minor inducement was that you were to sign it and 
date it the day you made it up? 

Answer. I think so, I would not have signed it any other way. 
Question. You did not state that to the other Selectmen and Town 

Clerk as an inducement to them? 
Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. You cannot remember that you said anything to them 

indicating that this new return was to be anything but a substituted 
return? 

Answer. I told them, "An amended return." 
Question. Amended in what respect? 
.Answer. To the number of ballots. 
Question. Taking the two highest in the list instead of taking all 

together? 
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Answer. Yes ; take the highest and the lowest. 
Question. That was the trouble you were going to cure? 
Answer. Yes sir. 
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Question. You were to cure it by writing a new return on blank 
paper? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You did not propose to amend the old return? 
Answer. I did not. 
Question. You did not say that? 
Answer. No. 
Question. You were to make out a new return and were to put 

it in this blank envelope? 
Answe1·. Yes, sir. 
Question. And the blank envelope says "Sealed up in open town 

meeting." Did you say anything to them about changing that 
envelope? 

Answer. I think I told them that we should sign it that date; I 
would not say certain. 

Question. A little while ago you said you did not remember any
thing on that question. Did you or not tell those gentlemen whom 
you were talking with, anything whatever about the dnte you were 
to sign it, as when you made it up or about any change in the 
envelope? 

Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. You cannot remember that you did? 
Answer. I cannot. 
Question. On either the envelope or return? 
Answer. I cannot say in regard to that, but I made up my mind 

that I should have it signed on the day we made it, and mark it 
"Amended return." 

Question. But you do not remember of saying anything to them 
about it? 

Answer. No. 
Question. The envelope was just such a one as had been sent on 

in September, a printed envelope directed to the Secretary of State? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Given to you by Mr. Drisko, when he gave you the 

return? 
Answer. It was. 
Question. To go with the return to be sent to the Secretary of 

State? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you communicate to Mr. Drisko the ill-success of 

your mission? 
Answer. I think I wrote him. 
Question. When did you do that-after the first or second inter-

view? 
Answer. After the second. 
Question. You did not write to him after the first? 
Answer. I saw him that afternoon; I talked with him the first 

day. 
Question. On his way back? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. vVhat took place between you and him after the first 

interview with Nash and Austin? 
Answer. I told him that I had a little talk with them and they did 

not think we could it. 
Question. vVhat said he? 
Answer. He said he thought the law would allow us to do it. 
Qnestion. Did not seem to have any doubt about it? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did he tell you it was no use to try any further if they 

objected? 
Answer. No, sir ; I told him they agreed to meet the next morn

ing and look the matter up. 
Question. He still continued to advise you to do it, after hearing 

their objection? 
Answer. He did. 
Question. Did you write him after your second interview? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. What did you tell him? 
Answer. I do not know as I can give the exact words; but I 

wrote him we could not find any law that would allow us to do it, I 
think, or something of that kind. 

Question. Did you hear from him afterwards ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Got nothing more from the Secretary of State or any-

body else? 

Answer. I did not ; that is the end of it. 
Quest'ion. What are Mr. Drisko's politics? 
Answer. Democrat. 
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Question. What are Nash's? 
Answer. Republican. 
Question. Austin's? 
Answer. Republican. 
Question. The third Selectman-Leighton's? 
Answer. Republican. 
Question. Your's? 
.Answer. Greenbacker. 
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Question. There is a majority of about sixty-six for Greenbackers 
in your town? 

Answer. Fusion; yes. 
Question. When did you see Mr. Drisko last? 
Answer. This morning ; I left him in Portland. We came by the 

steamer '' Richmond." 
Qiwstion. When was he coming to Augusta? 
Answer. He will be up this afternoon on the train. 
Question. You do not know whether he is here or not? 
Answer. I do not. 
Question. What did he say about this amended return,-this mat

ter of the return of Addison? 
Answer. He did not say much about it, only he said he wanted• 

me to tell it just as the conversation was. 
Question. Have you talked it over with him some as to what the 

conversation was ? 
.Answer. No, I think we did not say anything about it. 
Question. Did you not compare notes as to what your recollection 

? was . 
.Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did he say he was coming here before the Committee? 
Answer. He did. 
Question. Did he not tell you this morning where he got those 

returns? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did he not say he was acting under authority from, 

Augusta? 
Answer. He did not. 
Question. That he thought he was acting right? 
Answer. No, nothing of the kind. 

12 
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BY MR. STROUT : 
Qiwstion. Do you remember any of the other towns he spoke of 

where there were defects, besides Addison and Jonesborough? 
Answer. I think it was Whiting for one. 
Question. What did he say the defect was in that town? 
Answer. If he told me, I cannot remember now. 
Question. Do you remember of his speaking about that town, as 

having no '' whole number of ballots," that blank being left unfilled? 
Answer. I do not think he told me what the trouble was. 
Question. ·what other town? 
Answer. It seems to me it was .c;utler, but I would not say cer-

tain. 
Qiwstion. Do you remember what he said about Cutler? 
Answer. I do not. 
Question. Are you quite sure it was Cutler? 
Answer. I would not say certain. 
Qiwstion. Wasn't it Marion? 
Answer. It might have been; I would not say certain. 
Question. You were pretty much interested in politics at that 

time? 
Answer. I was . 
Question. Was the town he spoke of a town that had the same 

difficulty there was in the return of Addison? 
Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. Did he talk with you as to what effect it would have 

.upon the election of Senators there, if you could correct those 
defects in the towns? 

Answer. I think he said that if those returns were amended, we 
should elect Senators. 

Question. That the Fusionists would elect both of their Senators? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. But you could not elect Fusion Senators if the returns 

were also amended from the Republican towns ; what did he say 
.about that? 

Answer. He did not say anything. He said if those returns could 
be amended and the votes counted of those towns we should elect 
our Senators. That is all he said about it. 

Question. Look at the Senatorial return marked "Exhibit Z, G. 
D. B., Clerk of Committee." You will see there is nothing on the 
return itself-no date-which would indicate it was made up in open 
town meeting? 
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.Answer. No, sir. 
Question. All there is about that is in the printed heading? 
Answer. Yes, sir; there is no elate on that to tell when it was 

made up. 

Question. On the blank envelope which is handed yon, you find 
printed upon it '' Sealed up in open town meeting by", and then fol
lows the names of three Selectmen? 

Answe1·. Yes, sir. 

Question. When you went down there had you any intention of 
altering or doing anything to the blank return itself, or did you 
intend that should appear on the envelope which you were going to 
send the amended return in to the Secretary of State's office? 

Answer. Make the change on the envelope. 
Question. You intended to make the change on the envelope? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You did not intend to change or add anything on the 

return itself? 
.Answer. I do not know as that occurred to me. I did not think 

but that was dated ; but my idea was to date it the day we 
changed it. 

Question. Was it your idea to date the blank which you intended 
to fill up to take the place of the blank you had already sent, or the 
envelope you sent it in, one or both? what was your intention about 
that? 

Answer. I do not know as I could tell you, only that my idea 
was to elate it the clay we made it. 

Q1wstion. To elate the blank return or the envelope? 
Answer. I do not know but we should have elated them both. 
Question. Do you remember? 
Answer. That did not occur to me at that time. 
Question. Diel Mr'. Drisko say anything to you about what should 

be. done? 

Answer. He first told me he supposed we should have to date it 
the day we made it. 

Question. Date what? 
Answer. He did not say what. 
Question. What did you understand ; was it to be the envelope 

which you were to sign or the return which you were to sign? 
Answer. I supposed the return that we were to sign, and to make 

the change in the envelope the same ; that was my idea. • 
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Question. Did you intend that the return should indicate when the 
second return was made up, or only the envelope, one or both? 

Answer. It did not occur to me but what the date was on the 
return. I never had that return in my hand only long enough to 

sign. 
Question. There is in the return : '' And the sarne were received, 

sorted, counted and declared in open town meeting, by the Selectmen 
who presided, and i1:1, presence of the Town Clerk, who formed a list 
of the whole number of ballots gh,ien in, and of the persons voted f01·, 
and made a record thereof, as follows, to wit:" There is nothing 
that indicates that it was sealed up in open town meeting? 

Answer. I could not have signed it under this, and had it correct. 
It says that the Town Clerk should form a list of the whole number 
of ballots given in, and he did not do that. 

Question. But you signed a return that had those words in it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And sent it forward? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Can you testify that you have any recollection that it 

occurred to you to add or change anything in the blank upon which 
the second return was filled up ? 

Answer. I intended to change it so it would show it was an 
amended return made up in November. 

Question. I understood you to say you could not tell whether you 
intended to do that or whether you intended to amend simply the 
envelope? 

Answer. My intention was to make it so it would appear on 
both that it was done in November. 

Question. What did you intend to· add, or what did anybody say 
to you to add to the blank return ? 

Answer. All the change they wanted made was to put in the num
ber of ballots "two hundred and thirty-four" instead of" four hun
dred and sixty-seven?" 

Question. Did you have in your mind any other words to add to 
that return excepting to put "two hundred and thirty-four" instead 
of "four hundred and sixty-seven." 

Answer. Nothing excepting that it was done on a certain day in 
November-the amended return. 

Question. Do you now testify that you remember that you were 
to add words-or intended to add words-to the blank return? 
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Answer. Certainly. That is what Mr. Drisko told me, that we 
should have to do it, and that is why it occurred to me to do it
because Drisko said so. 

Question. Have you not already testified that you went over the 
law with Austin to see whether you had a right to make an amended 
return? 

Answe1·. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you intimate to him at that time what kind of an 

amended return you were intending to make? 
Answer. I cannot say whether I did or not. 
Question. You have no recollection that you did? 
Answer. I have not. 

GILBERT L. TABBUT, recalled March 2d, E,vening. 

BY ~IR. STROUT : 
Question. State to this Committee what Mr. Drisko said to you 

in relation to the defect in the return? 
Answer. He called my attention to the mistake in making up the 

vote for Senators. 
Question. What did he say the mistake was? 
Answer. He said the mistake was in giving the number of ballots, 

that the number of votes was cast up and put in for the number of 
ballots. 

Question. He stated that to you? 
Answe1·. He did. 
Qiwstion. Did he state any other defect? 
Answer. I think not. 
Q,uestion. Do you recollect clearly and distinctly what he did say, 

and have you so stated to me this evening? 
Answer. I think I did. That was all the mistake I talked of 

with the other officers, and he gave me a blank. 
Question. Did he say one word to you about any mistake in 

spelling or in the word junior, or any other error in that return than 
what you have stated under oath twice to this Committee? 

Answer. I think not. 
Question. You have heard the testimony of Mr. Drisko here to-night 

before this Committee? 
Answer. I have. 
Question. Are you positive of the statement you have now made? 
Answer. I am. 
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Question. Do you swear to it positively? 
Answer. Yes, and that is the blank I received from him. 
Question. Do you now produce before the Committee the blank 

envelope containing the blank return handed to you by George W. 
Drisko in November last and to which you have just referred? 

Answer. Yes, the very one, marked "Exhibi'.t 12," etc. 
Question. Did l\fr. Drisko place in your hand at that time this 

return which is marked "Exhibit 12, G.D. B., Clerk of Com1nittee," 
and contains the usual printed directions to be signed by the Select
men and Town Clerk? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did he request you to get the Municipal Officers to 

sign in these blanks? 
Answer. Yes, sir; to make them up and sign them. 
Question. And return it to Augusta? 
Answer. Yes; he told me to have it made as an amended return 

and date it in November. 
Question. Did he say one word about your sending a certified copy 

of the town record? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Not a word? 
Answer. He did not. 
Question. Did he say one word about his having been to the Town 

Clerk's record himself? 
Answer. I do not remember that he did. 
Question. Did you know there was any defect in this particular 

which you have stated, as to the number of ballots in that return: 
till you were so informed by George W. Drisko ? 

Answe1·. I did not. 
Question. Did you inform him that there was any such defect in 

this return ? 
Answer. I did not. I told him how the return was made up. 
Question. Did l\fr. Drisko tell you first that there was a mistake 

in the carrying out of the number of ballots? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Before you said anything to him about it? 
Answer. Yes; the first I knew about it. 
Question. Did you not tell him that the next morning Henry Nash 

and you would go to the Town Clerk in relation to this matter? 
Answer. I told him that afternoon that we agreed to meet the next 

morning. 
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Question. And the matter was therefore open? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Question. Did he intimate to you that he would go and examine 
the record? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did not say anything about it? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did he refer to the record in any way, directly or in

directly? 
Answer. I do not know but he did in the morning. 
Question. Do you remember that he said anything about looking 

at the record or seeing what it was? 
Answer. I think he did. 

· Question. What? 

Answer. He said that the record would show the facts, probably. 
Question. He had not seen it? 
Answer. He did not say he had. 

BY MR. STRICKLAND : 
Question. Did you not know that the record was defective in this 

particular at the time Mr. Drisko spoke ~o you? 
Answer. Before he spoke to me I did not. 
Question. Did you not know how it was made up? 
Answer. No, it did not occur to me. 
Question. Did you recollect, after he did mention it to you, how it 

was made up? 
Answer. Yes, I remembered how the votes figured up, because I 

cast them up. The Clerk took the votes that the four candidates 
received and added them together. 

Question. You knew that before he spoke to you about it? 
Answer. Yes, but I did not know how he put it in there. 
Question. But you knew the record showed it? 
Answer. No, I did not. 
Q·uestion. How did you know it was so? 
Answer. I knew that was the way I cast the votes up, and Mr. 

Drisko told me that the whole number of ballots as returned was 
four hundred and sixty-seven, and that was the number of votes 
that the four candidates received. 

Question. You knew that to be the fact when he spoke to you? 
Answer. Yes;· after he told me how it was, it came to my mind 

how it was done. 
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Questfon. Did you not assume then that the record was made up so? 
Answer. I supposed that the record was the same. 
Questfon. Did you make out a new return? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. He did not direct you to make a new return as being of 

the same date as the original ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. 'But to put on the date on which it was made? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Q1wstion. Did you think there was anything wrong in that, pro

vided the paper itself showed when and how it was made? 
Answer. I did not ; I thought at the time we had a right to do it. 

BYMR, HALE: 
Question. The first thing that happened, l\fr. Drisko came to you, 

and told you what the defect was in the town record? 
Answer. Yes. 
Questfon. He told you what the whole number of ballots was? 
Answer. Yes ; four hundred and sixty-seven. 
Question. Showing he had got information as to how it was. 

Did he tell you how he had got it? 
Answe,r. No, sir. 

, Question. Before he told you what the defect was, and that the 
whole number of ballots was written in "four hundred and sixty
seven," had you told him or intimated to him at all what you knew 
about it? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. The first information came from him to you? 
A.nswe1·. Yes, sir. 
Question. That the whole number of ballots was written in '' four 

hundred and sixty-seven," and it was a defect, and the town would 
he counted out if it was not corrected? 

Answer. He said probably it would be counted out. 
Question. Then you recollected how that amount had been 

reached? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qtiestion. Then you talked with him about that ; but you are cer

tain that was after he had told you what the defect was and what 
the number of ballots was? 

Answe1·. I am. 
Question. You have no doubt about that? 
Answer. No. 
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BY l\fa. STRICKLAND : 
Question. Did he mention any other defects, or errors that would 

be likely to prove defective, in returns? 
Answer. Not that I remember of. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. The whole matter is vividly impressed on your memory? 
Answer. I think it is, the whole transaction. 
Question. It was an unusual thing for a man to come to you in 

that way? 
Answer. That was the first time I ever had anything of that kind 

happen. 

AsA W. TRICKEY, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT : 
Question. Where do you reside? 
Answer. Jonesborough. 

• Question. In what county? 
Answer. Washington county. 
Question. Whether or not you were the Town Clerk of Jones-

borough for eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. You are at this time? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Who were the Selectmen of that town? 
Answer. George R. Crandon, first; William Thompson, second; 

and J otham L. Merritt, third. 
Question. Were you present at the annual meeting for the election 

of State and County Officers? 
.Answer. I was. 
Question. September eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. Were you present at the making up of the returns? 

Answer. I was. 
Question. Where were those returns made up? 
Answer. At the hall where we held our meeting. 
Question. What returns did you make up? did you make up a 

return for County Officers ? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you make up a return for Senators? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Questfon. Did you make up a return for Representatives? 
Answer. Yes. 
Questfon. For Governor? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. ""\Vho were present when you made up those returns? 
Answer. The Selectmen were all present and a number of the 

towns people. 
Q1wstfon. By whom were the bodies of those returns written? 
Answer. I wrote them out myself. 
Questfon. You filled them up? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. By whom signed? 
Answer. Signed by the Selectmen and myself. 
Question. vV as that or not in open town meeting? 
Answer. Yes. 
QuesUon. ·what was done with the returns after you signed them? 
Answer. The first "Selectman sealed them all up excepting the 

statement that is returned by the Clerk to the Secretary of State, 
and he carried them to the Post-office and I carried the statement 
and we deposited them in the office together. 

QuesUon. Did you, yourself, see those returns sealed up in open 
town meeting and deposited in the Post-office? 

Answer. I did. 
Question. vVhether or not those returns were written upon blanks 

furnished from the Secretary of State's office? 
Answer. They were. 
Question. The usual form of blanks? 
Answer. Yes. 
Questi'on. vV ere they put in envelopes with printed backs? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. In the usual form? 
Answer. Yes. 
Questi'on. Did those envelopes come from the Secretary of State's 

office? 
Answer. They did ; they came to me before election. 
Question. This was the eighth of September; when were they put 

in the mail? 
Answer. About fifteen minutes after the polls were closed. 
Question. Had you got the bodies filled out-all except the 

vote? 
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Answer. No; we filled them out just before the polls were closed, 
and then sealed them up, the usual way. 

Question. And carried them and put them in the office? 
Answer. In the Post-office, yes. 
Question. To your personal knowledge were the returns all filled 

out for the several officers spoken of, and were they all put in the 
Post-office ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I am positive they were all filled out, and 
were all deposited in the Post-office. 

Question. What next occurred in relation to the returns, if any
thing? 

Answer. Some time previous to the seventeenth of November,
I would not state positive-just what date it was, but I think about 
the eighth of November, Jotham Merritt came to my house with a 
blank return and said to me : '' There is a defect in our Senatorial 
return." 

Question. J otham L. Merritt, one of the Selectmen? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What are his politics? 
Answer. I think that he voted the Greenback ticket this fall. 
Question. George R. Crandon? 
Answer. He was a Greenbacker. 
Question. William Thompson? 
Answer. I think he is a Republican; I am not positive. 
Question. State what occurred between yourself and Mr. Merritt? 
Answer. Mr. Merritt stated to me "There is a defect in our Sen-

atorial return." He says "I have a blank; we will fill out a 
new one and send it on." I asked him how he came by this blank, 
and he told me tllat George Drisko, of Machias, gave it to him and 
he was going through to Addison to get Mr. Austin to make a new 
return of that town. I asked Mr. Merritt if it was right that we 
should make a new return ; and he said it was ; he said that Mr. 
Drisko told him that we had twenty days to correct all errors. I 
asked Mr. Merrit in what respect our Senatorial return was defective. 
He said it was not made out according to statute law. I asked him 
about the form of statute law ; and he told me. 

Question. What did he tell you about it? 
Answer. He said that our return was not written out, the second 

candidate's name was "ditto" and it should be written out at length; 
and he said that I must make one and write out the words at length, 
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and the votes they received. I told Mr. Merritt that that would not 
correspond with my record that I had made, because my record was 
"ditto." He said it did not make any material difference, he 
thought, about how the record stood. I filled out the return as he 
said and signed it, and he signed it in my presence and took it away 
to Mr. Crandon for him to sign. And Mr. Crandon told me he 
signed it and sent it to the Post-office. 

Question. Was that return,-the second return you made out,
upon a blank identical with the blank upon which you filled out the 
first return that you sent forward? 

Answer. That was the same kind of a blank. 
Question. V{ as the envelope, into which it was placed and sealed 

up and sent forward to the Secretary of State's office, the same kind 
of an envelope that you sent forward the first return in? 

Answer. The same. 
Q'ttestion. Are you sure of that? 
Answer. I am positive. 
Question. Printed upon the back of it and with the direction on 

the back? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You say that the first return was signed and sealed up 

in open town meeting, and was signed by all three of the Selectmen? 
Answer. Yee. 
Question. Examine the return for Senators from Jonesborough, 

Washington county, marked "Exhibit 2, G. D. B., Clerk of Com
mittee," and also the envelope marked" Exhibit 1, G.D. B., Cle1·k 
of Committee," and state what return that was,-which of the re
turns you made out, if either? 

Answer. This return, gentlemen, is the second return that was 
sent. 

Question. In whose hand writing is the body? 
Answer. Mine. 
Question. And the signature is yours? 
Answer. Yes. · 
Question. What two signatures do you find upon it? 
Answer. "George R. Crandon," "J. L. Merritt." 
Question. How do you know that is the second return you made 

out and sent forward? 
Answer. I am positive this is the second, because the words are 

written out in this. 
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Question. Is there any other fact by which you identify it? Do 
you identify it as to the number of Selectmen that signed? 

Answer. Yes, because there were three signed the first one, and 
in this there are but two. 

Question. Have you ever seen the first return you made out from 
the time it was sealed up and deposited in the Post-office? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Look at the envelope that you hold in your hand, and 

state whether that was the envelope with the first or second return 
you made up? 

Answer. This is the envelope that that first return was put into. 
Question. How do you identify that? 
Answer. All three of the Selectmen are named, and the date it 

was mailed in Jones borough, September ninth. 
Question. Do you know what has become of the first one? have 

you any knowledge, yourself? 
Answer. No. 
Question. I call your attention now to the blank return found with 

this envelope, marked "Exhibit 1, G.D. B., Clerk of Committee;" 
• examine that, and state whether or not it is any return you ever saw 

before to your knowledge, or any blank you ever saw? 
Answer. I never saw this before to my knowledge till I saw it in 

the office below to-day. 
Question. With the Clerk of the Committee? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. With the other returns? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you send forward with either sets of papers a 

blank return for Senators from Jonesborough? 
Answer. No; we did not send any blank at all. 
Question. Was there any sent forward by yourself or any of the 

Town Officers? 
Answer. No; that is, I did not send any, and none of the Town 

Officers sent any that I know of. 
Question. The first Senatorial return that was made up by your

self and the Selectmen, sealed up in open town meeting had the 
name of '' James R. Talbot " written out, and the second name, 
"John T. Wallace," with the ditto marks under it instead of the 
words,-two dots right along? And the name of "Austin Harris" 
was written out, and the name of "Alden Bradford," and ditto 
marks carried out? 
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Answer. Yes. 
Quest,ion. In the second return you wrote those out in full? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And that you were informed was a defect,-considered 

defective? 
Answer. Yes; I was told it was not according to statute law. 
Question. You were to make out this second to cure that? 
.Answer. We made out the second one as correcting the error in 

the original. 
Question. Did anybody speak to you of the number of days you 

had to make out the different returns or correct errors in the returns 

you made? 
Answer. Yes; Mr. Merritt said we had twenty days to correct all 

errors or mistakes in returns. I think he told me that Mr. Drisko 
told him that was the case. 

Question. Did Mr. Drisko have any knowledge from you, or an 
examination of the town books, as to what the error was in the first 

return? 
.Answer. No; I never saw Mr. Drisko after town meeting, till, I 

think it was last, Saturday. 
Question. Did you know or did you understand that there was 

any error in the first set of returns that you made up and forwarded 
to the Secretary of State's office till you were informed what Mr. 
Drisko said, by Mr. Merritt? 

.Answl?r. I never knew anything about it till Mr. Merritt came to 
my house with the blank return. 

Question. Then it was that Mr. Merritt told you what Mr. Drisko 
told him the error was ? 

.Answe1·. Yes ; that is the first I ever heard of it. 
Question. Did you know or were you informed where Mr. Drisko 

obtained his information or where he had been? 
Answer. No, sir; I did not know anything about where he got his 

information. 
Q1testion. Have you had any conversation with him about it since? 
.Answer. I saw him last Saturday in Machias, after I had received 

my summons to come here, and talked with him a few minutes. 
Questi'.on. So that when you made up the second return you were 

led to believe that you were doing what the law authorized you to 
do, were you? 

Answer. Yes; I supposed it was all right to do so. 
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Question. So far as you were concerned you made them up and 
forwarded them in good faith, thinking you did what the law gave 
you a right to do? 

Answei·. Yes, that is just so. 
Question. You know Mr. Drisko? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you know what his politics are? 
Answer. He is a Democrat. 
Question. Leading Democrat in that part of the State? 
Answer. I believe he is called so,-a prominent man. 
Question. Editor of the " Machias Union?" 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. A Democratic paper? 
Answer. I suppose it is. 
Question. Do you know anything else about this matter? 
Answer. No, not that I know of. 

BY MR. INGALLS : 
Question. Do you know anything about this piece of paper ,-this 

blank return ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Any more than any other piece of paper found about 

the State House? 
.Answer. No, I never saw it till I saw it in the Clerk's room. 
Question. You don't know where it came from? 
.Answer. I don't know anything about it. 
Qiiestion. What was contained in the statement or return to the 

Secretary of State that you speak of? 
Answer. It is a blank filled out by the Clerk,-the usual state

ment that goes from the Town Clerk. It contains the number of 
votes as thrown for eyery officer voted for,-Governor, Senators, 
County Officers and Representatives. 

Qiwstion. Did you fill that up with the ditto marks as you speak 
of? 

Answer. I do not know but I did for the Senators; I cannot say 
positive whether I filled that that way or not. 

Question. W ou]dn't you be likely to fill them the same way you 
did the returns ? 

Answer. I do not know but I should; I cannot say how I filled 
that out. 

Question. How was that directed? 
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Answer. To the Secretary of State. 
QuesUon. How were the others directed? 
.Answer. They were all directed to the Secretary of State. 
Question. ,vhat were the different marks on the enYelopes? were 

there any? 
.Answer. Each return specified on it what it was. 
QuesUon. You mean on the envelope? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Showing which was sent for the Governor and Council 

and which was sent for the Secretary of State? 
Answer. Yes. 

AsA W. TRICKEY, recalled. 
BY MR. STROUT: 

Question. Have you the book now? 
Answer. Yes. [Witness produces book. J You can see how it was 

in the return,-the same as there. 
Question. James R. Talbot had seventy-two. John T. Wallace, 

Jr., follows with ditto marks under the words '' had" and '' seventy
two ," and the figures "72"? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. And that was the difference between the two? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. I observe in the second Senatorial return you made out, 

that you have got the name "John T. Wallace," and left off the 
"Jr"? 

.Answer. Yes. 
Question. But the record shows the '' Jr" ? 
Answer. Yes; that was a mistake of mine; I did not intend to 

have it that way. 
Q'uestion. 'What is his true name? 
Answer. His name is John T. Wallace, Junior. That is all I 

know him by. 

BY MR. COOK: 
Question. You state that this gentleman, when he came to you, 

told you you had twenty days under the law to rectify mistakes ; 
twenty days from when, did you understand it? 

Answer. Twenty days before the seventeenth of November. 
Question. Not twenty days after election? 
Answer. No; I understood him that the seventeenth day of 

November was the day the returns would be counted by the Gov-
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ernor and Council, and he said to me : '' w-e haven't but a few days .. 
more to get this return in." 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. When Mr. Merritt came to you, and told you that your 

return needed correction, are you positive that the correction that he 
called your attention to was that you had used the ditto marks in 
your return? 

Answer. Certainly I am. 
Question. Are you certain that he did not call your attention to 

any blank return that had been sent him ? 
Answer. I am certain that he called my attention to the ditto 

marks. 
Question. Have you ever heard anything about a blank return 

being sent ip., till lately? · 
Answer. No ; I never heard of it till about a week ago. 
Question. You were asked to correct it by writing in the full 

names? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And numbers and figures? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You did make that correction? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You did not make it from your town records? 
Answer. I took the number of votes from there. I did not make· 

it to correspond with the record, because the record shows the ditto · 
marks ; it corresponds, with the exception of that. 

Question. But the records were the same as your original return? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Had the ditto marks? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You are positive you heard nothing then of the blank. 

return? 
Answer. I am. 

MARCH 2, 1880, P. M._ 

JoTHAM L. MERRITT, sworn and examined. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. You live where? 
Answer. Jonesborough. 

13 
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Question. ,v ere you in eighteen hundred and seventy-nine one of 
the Selectmen? 

Answer. I was. 
Qiwstion. Present at the town meeting? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiwstion. v\T ere you present when the returns were made up at 

the end of the town meeting? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. "\\T ere they made up in open town meeting? 
Answer. They were. 
Question. Do you remember who made up the body of the returns? 
Answer. The Town Clerk, A. W. Trickey. 
Question. Were the returns signed by all the Selectmen? 
Answer. They were. 
Question. Do you remember the manner in which the votes were 

carried out for the second candidate on each ticket in that return, 
whether by being written or by ditto marks ? 

Answer. I do not think that I could say that I do remember, not 
looking particularly about that. 

Question. You do not remember distinctly about that? 
Answer. No. 
Question. At the time? 
Answer. No. 
Question. You remember that all the Selectmen signed? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What was done with the returns? 
Answer. They were put into envelopes and sealed up in open 

town meeting,-all of the returns. 
Question. Did you seal them up yourself? 
Answer. No; I saw George R. Crandon do it; he was chairman. 
Question. Do you remember on or about the eighth or seventh of 

of November, of going to :Mr. Trickey's house, to see about those 
returns? 

Answer. I remember of going to his house, but don't remember 
the date. 

Question. From your recollection would you say it was near that 
time? 

Answer. I should not want to say, because I do not think I know 
about it. At the time I supposed I was doing all there was for me 
to do, and what was necessary, and took no minutes of it; I should 
say it was in November. 
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Question. What did you have with you in the form of blank 
returns when you went there? 

Answer. I had an envelope with a blank in it, as near as I can 
recollect, just like that filled out in town meeting. 

Question. Both envelope and blank? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Senatorial blank? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Where did you get that envelope and blank? 
Answer. I had it of George Drisko, editor of the Machias Union. 
Question. ·where did Mr. Drisko give that to you, and how long 

before you took it to Mr. Trickey's house? 
Answer. He gave it to me I think in the forenoon sometime. 
Question. When Mr. Drisko gave you that Senatorial blank and 

that envelope from the Secretary of State's office, which were as you 
have stated like the envelope and blank filled out on town meeting 
day, what did he say to you? 

Answer. He says: ·' There is an error made in your return." I 
asked him what it was ; and he said it was in filling out ; he says : 
'

1 You carried out the first name all right, wrote that in words, but 
the next one was not, but you put it down ditto ;" and he said that 
both of thorn should haye been written in words and carried out in 
figures, and he wanted I should see it was corrected ; and I told him 
I would do so. 

Question. He gave you the blank for that purpose? 
Answer. He did. 
Question. For a new return to be written out in full? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Where did he say he got the blank? 
Answer. He did not say anything about it. I did not ask him 

any questions where he got it. 
Question. Had you known Mr. Drisko for some years? 

Answer. Oh, yes. 
Question. Has he been for years a prominent politician in that 

county? 
Answer. The most I know about that is his paper ; he is editor of 

the "Machias Union." 
Question. Do you remember that he said anything about having 

lately come from Augusta? 
Answer. He did not. 
Question. He assured you it was all right to make a new return? 
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Answer. He told me we had a right to. 
Question. What did you do with the return when you got it? 
Answer. I carried it to the Clerk's office and told him there was 

a blank that Mr. Drisko gave me to correct-to make a new one by, 
to correct an error there was in the first one-and told him where 
the error was. 

Question. In relation to the ditto marks? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you remember of looking at the record with him? 
Answer. No, I did not. 
Question. You haven't looked at it since? 
Answer. No. 
Question. You don't know whether the record is ditto marks or 

not? 
Answer. No, not by my own sight; I wouldn't say positive, but I 

think Trickey told me it was ditto. 
Question. Did Mr. Trickey, in your presence, make out a new 

return with the corrections that you advised him to make? 
Answer. He did. 
Question. Did you sign the return? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Did he sign the return? 
Answer. He did. 
Question. Did Mr. Crandon, one of the other Selectmen, sign 

the return? 
Answer. I don't know. 
Question. Did you leave it with Mr. Trickey? 
Answer. No; I signed it and carried it to Mr. Crandon's house 

with the intention of handing it to Mr. Crandon, but he was not at 
home, and I left it with his wife and told her there was an envelope 
I wanted her to hand to Mr. Crandon as quick as he got home, and 
told her to '' Be sure and tell him because this has got to go out 
to-morrow." 

Question. Go out? 
Answer. Be put in the office. 
Question. Sent to Secretary of State? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You asked her to have him sign? 
Answer. No, I didn't tell her that. 
Question. What did you leave it with her for? 
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Answer. For him to sign. The next morning he came to me 
quite early and says " What does this mean?" I says, " I don't 
know what it means." I told him where I got it, the same as I have 
stated here. He asked me about the same questions you have. He 
took it and I asked him afterwards if he signed it, and he said he 
did, and put it in the office. 

Question. You don't know of its being taken to the other Select
man at all to be signed? 

Answer. I do not think it was. 
Question. Look at that paper, which purports to be a Senatorial 

return from the town of Jonesborough, marked" Exhibit 2, G.D. 
B., Clei·k of Cornrrnittee," and see if that is the new return which 
you have just been testifying about, and your signature and how 
you identify it? 

Answer. That is the second return. 
Q'uestion. Did you ever hear of any other return being sent from 

the town of Jonesborough excepting the first return made up in 
open town meeting, which was signed by all three Selectmen, and 
the second return which you have identified as being signed by two? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you ever know, or did you hear, anything of any 

blank return being sent from that town? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Never had any knowledge or heard of anything of that 

kind? 
Answer. No. I have heard so lately. Mr. Trickey states some 

things I have no recollection of, but they do not amount to any
thing. 

BY MR. HARRIS : 
Question. You have spoken of "office ;" by that you refer to 

Post-office ? 
Answer. Yes. 

BY MR. HALE: 
Question. What are your politics? 
Answer. I voted for Mr. Garcelon. 
Question. Look at that blank return marked "Exhibit 1, G. D. 

B., Clerk of Comrrnittee," and state whether you ever inclosed that in 
an envelope and sent it to the Secretary of State-or know that 
anybody else did? 

Answer. No, sir. 
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Question. Confident of that? 
Answe1·. I am. 
Question. ·when have you seen Mr. Drisko since this affair? 
Answer. I saw him this morning, last. 
Questi'.on. Did you have any conversation with him about this 

matter? 
Answer. Nothing particular,-nothing more than I told him what 

my summons was, that I was coming up here to tell, as near as I 
could find out, that I got that blank of him. 

Question. ·where did you see him? 
Answer. On board the boat. 
Question. ,v as he on his way to Augusta? 

Answer. Yes, he told me he was ; he said he would be here this 
afternoon. 

Question. Did he, in any way, account for having this blank he 
gave you? 

Answer. He did not to me. 
Question. He didn't come on the train with you? 
Answer. No. He said he should come in the later train this 

afternoon. 
Question. Did you see the envelope that was sent with the first 

return signed by all the Selectmen and Clerk? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Is that it? [Envelope "Exhibit 1, G. D. B., Clerk of 

Conimittee," shown witness. J 
Answer. That is it. 
Question. You never signed any other envelope with the other two 

Selectmen and Clerk ? 
Answer. No. 
Question. The post mark is September nine ; you know that en-

velope contained no blank return? 
Answer. I do. 

Question. It contained the full, completed Senatorial return? 
Answer. Yes, with the exception of the ditto marks for the second 

candidate. 
Question. Of that you have no doubt? 
Answer. I haven't the least. 

BY MR. HARRIS : 

Question. Is that all you know about the circumstances pertaining 
to this? 
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Answer. Yes, that is all I think of. Any questions you can think 
of I am ready to answer. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. You have given all the talk you had with Drisko about 

it? 
Answer. I do not remember anything more. I told him what I 

was coming up here for, and he told me that he thought he was 
doing right in giving me the return, and he wasn't afraid to come 
here and state the facts to you. 

Question. In the conversation you had with Drisko at the time 
when he gave you this blank to fill out what other town or towns dicl 
he mention as being defective, beside Jones borough? 

Answer. Addison is the only one I can name, but I think there 
was some other town. 

Question. You do not remember what? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Did he say he was going to have this corrected? 
Answer. He didn't say. 
Question. Did he speak about having the Addison return cor

rected? 
Answer. He, I think, told me he was on his way to Addison. 

JoTHAM L. MERRITT, recalled. 
BY lVIR. HALE: 

Question. You remember the time that Mr. Drisko came to you? 
Answer. Yes; I cannot give the date. 
Question. You remember it distinctly? 
Answer. I do. 
Question. Did he then tell you what the defect was in the Senato-

rial return of Jones borough? 
Answer. He did. 
Question. What did he tell you was the defect? 
.Answer. It was put down ditto instead of in words. 
Qiiestion. Did he say that was incorrect, and subjected the town 

to the danger of the vote being thrown out? 
Answer. I do not recollect as he said anything about its being 

thrown out ; but he said that according to law it should be written 
out in words, and carried out in figures. 

Qitestion. Did he state any other defect in your town? 
Answer. No. 
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Question. Did he allude to any other defect or mention any other? 
Answer. He did not. 
Question. But mentioned that as the distinctive defect in the 

,Jones borough Senatorial return? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You did not know of it before, yourself? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Had you heard of it before? 
Answer. No. 
Question. So there was no suggestion from you to him? 
.Answer. No. It was a new thing; I did not know that there was 

any defect, had not heard of any. 
Question. You remember distinctly that Mr. Drisko told you that 

that was the defect in the Jonesborough return that ought to be 
corrected, that the ditto marks had been used instead of writing out 
the number of votes? 

Answei. Yes, sir. 
Qilestion. You swear to that positively? 
Answer. I have, and do again. 
Question. He mentioned or referred or suggested no other defect? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Questfon. He came to you as if he knew the defect and told you? 
Answer. That is what he told me. 
Question. He did not tell you where he got his information? 
Answer. No. 
Question. He left the blank with you to correct the return? 
.Answer. He did. 
Question. You do not change or quality your statement in the 

least since hearing Mr. Drisko's statement? 
Answer. No, sir; I have told the truth and nothing but the truth. 
Question. When he says that he simply suggested to you what 

defects might be in your town and suggested different kinds of de
fects, the writing of names and mispelling, etc., and did not state 
to you that this was the distinctive defect, he stated what is not 

true? 
Answer. I have no recollection of his stating anything else to me. 
Question. Is your recollection positive? 
.Answe1·. My recollection, I think, is positive. I have no recol

lection of his stating anything to me other than to tell me what the 

error was. 
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Question. What the distinctive error was? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Your recollection is clear? 
Answer. Yes, sir; and asked me if I would see to it. 
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FEBRUARY 25, 1880, EVENING, 

HERBERT M. HEATH, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT : 

Question. Your residence? 
Answer. Augusta. 
Question. Occupation? 
Answer. Attorney at law. 
Question. Whether or not you were employed by any persons as 

an attorney in connection with the returns from Washington county, 
and if so, by whom and when? 

Answer. I was employed, as near as I can remember, about the 
latter part of October, by Senators Harris and Bradford; and, still 
later, I was employed to have charge of the entire county of Wash
ington so far as Representatives were concerned ; and, after that to 
have charge of the County Officers; so that the whole charge of 
Washington county before the Governor and Council came under 
my control. 

Question. Whether or not you came to the State House at any 
time in connection with the Senatorial returns, and, when first; 
what officials did you see, and what occurred? State fully each 
interview in the order it took place. 

Answer. The first matter that caused me to give my particular 
attention to it, occurred about a week after election, before I was 
employed as counsel ; I think it was the latter part of that week, I 
met in Gardiner a young man-I need not give his name-who is a 
clerk for James R. Talbot, one of the candidates for Senator. I 
was chafing him good naturedly-knowing him well, and having 
formerly lived at East Machias-on the result of the election. He 
was a Democrat. 

Mn,. INGALLS : Is this important? 
WITNESS : The first time I came to the State House was the 

fourteenth of November. I filed my notice with Mr. Brown of the 
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Council, stating that I was attorney for Messrs. Harris and Brad
ford ; I requested a hearing and requested the privilege of seeing 
the returns. I was told by Mr. Brown that I could see them, and 
could have a hearing, the next week. Then I was here, I guess, 
nearly every day from the seventeenth of November till the second 
day of December. I filed communications and letters, etc., and 
made personal request and went before the Governor and Council, 
and endeavored to see the returns, and was refused time and again 
till the eighth of December. I have a memorandum here which 
shows the exact date I saw the returns. [Witness looks at a paper. J 
On the eighth of December I went before the Council; Governor 
Garcelon was not present. Mr. Foster was in the Chair. I made 
an argument in support of my right to see the returns ; I was told 
to come in, in the afternoon. I went in the afternoon, and repeated 
it, and was told then to put my request in writing, and it would be 
acted on that afternoon ; I did so ; they talked the matter over, and 
told me to come in the next morning, the ninth, when the Governor 
would be present. I went in about ten o'clock the next morning, 
and went over the same ground. I placed my right to see the 
returns on two grounds that had not been argued before ; and the 
Council voted that I might see them. Up to that time no Legisla
tive returns whatever had been shown to anybody. That I know, 
because I was here every day. At twelve o'clock I went into the 
Governor's Private Chamber and Governor Garcelon went in with 
me, and Mr. Moody, Chairman of the Committee on Elections. 
The Governor took clown the returns. They were not folded as 
now, but were folded in this way [ witness illustrates J, with a 

rubber over them. The Governor took up the first return and said, 
'' I must enforce the same rule with you that I have in the case of 
County Officers ; I must require you to bring in your certified copies 
of the records." I told him I should have to go to my office for 
them ; I went to my office as quick as I could ; I got back about 
half-past twelve ; I had a chance to ride. We commenced at half
past twelve to look at them. 'When they were laid on the table the 
bunch was laid in this way [ witness illustrates J, and that envelope 
marked "Exhibit 1, G. D. B., Clerk of Comrrdttee." 

Question. The same envelope which was testified to by Mr. 
Trickey as containing the first return made up by him? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. What town? 
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Answer. From the town of Jonesborough. It was lying an inch 
or two from the other returns-just beyond them. Before that my 
attention had been called to the fact that on the seventeenth of 
November an envelope had passed through the Post-office and into 
the office of the Secretary of State, purporting to contain a return 
from the town of Jones borough, and had been received here on or 
about that time. So my attention was called particularly to this 
town of Jonesborough. I glanced at that return and read every 
word there was on it as fast as I could. I noticed particularly that 
post-mark-" Sept. 9." 

Question. You mean you glanced at the envelope ? 
Answer. Yes ; we went on examining the retunis. The Governor 

would look at the return first. He told me, by the way, before we 
commenced to examine them, that he had never looked at Washing
ton county returns and this examination was as fresh to him as to 
me. He would examine them and pass them to me and I would 
examine them with my attested copies. Mr. Moody sat at the 
other end of the table and kept, in pencil, a minute of all the defects 
we found and of all discrepancies there were between my copies of 
the record and those returns. By the way, before we had examined 
any of these returns, the Governor took this Jones borough envelope 
-having the return inside-and put it down about nearly to the 
bottom of this file, so that it was out of sight, as matter of safety
to hold it there. vVe went on and examined perhaps two-thirds of 
them. I staid there till half-past one·. Those that were examined 
were taken out, a rubber put around them and the Governor put 
them in his private drawer. The others, not examined, containing 
that envelope, were taken by Mark Harden and a rubber put around 
them; they were rolled np (I noticed particularly, for I watched 
everything, to keep track of the envelope) and put in a book
case-the north side of the Governor's room-and locked up. 
vVhen I left at noon, that envelope with those unexamined returns 
were locked in that book-case. The Governor told me to come 
down after dinner. At about half-past two I was there. I had to 
wait till half-past three. I sent word in to the Governor, reminding 
him of his promise that I might go on with the returns that after
noon. He came into his private room at once, and we sat down. 
Mr. Moody was there and took bis paper ready to go on. The 
Governor spoke to the Messenger to get the rest of the returns, and 
he brought the bundle out and laid them down on the table, and this 
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envelope was not there, was not among them. I noticed that at the 
time. We went on and examined them all. The Governor wanted 
to know if I was all through. I told him '' No," that I was not. 
There were three other returns, I think, one from the town of vVaite, 
and two others I do not recollect, that we had not examined, and 
the Jonesborough return. He wanted to know what other returns 
there were. I told him I wanted to see the Jonesborough return. 
He says: "I must see Mr. Brown about that." Mr. Brown had not 
been there for the day. He went into the Council room and brought 
Mr. Brown in and they commenced to make a hunt for the Jones
borough return, looking over all the returns scattered over the room. 
I joined in the hunt, and I turned to the window where some returns 
were, aiding them in the hunt for the Jones borough return, and when 
I turned around-I had been looking there a short time, perhaps a 
few seconds-Mr. Harden says "Why, here is the return." I can
not remember his exact words, but the substance was that he had 
found the return; and he says "I found it on the floor, it must have 
dropped on the floor at noon." I got my paper, to notice the defect. 
It was in the envelope. vVhen the Messenger handed it to the Gov
ernor, the Governor did not stop to look at it ; but took it up like 
that [ witness illustrates J and opened it that way, did not look at it 
himself, but held it up. 

Question. With the back to himself and the face to you? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiiestion. Without looking at the face of it himself? 
Answer. Yes. He says this was the Jonesborough return. I 

looked at it and could not see anything on it. I asked him to let 
me take it. I looked it all over. I could not say it was this same 
paper here. 

Question. Was it a blank return? 
Answer. Without any writing. 
Question. Just like the return you hold in your hand? 
Answer. It was similar. Whether it was the same thing I do not 

know. It was a paper somewhat dirty on the folded side, as this. I 
asked Mr. Moody to minute that fact, as I had_ all other noticeable 
defects that had come up. I saw him write opposite the town of 
Jonesborough, something, I did not know what. He kept them in 
tabular form. We went on and examined the other returns. They 
accorded me a hearing afterwards, on the eleventh of December. At 
that hearing I argued the case, town by town. I took up the town 
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of Kossuth first; then I spoke of the town of Jonesborough. I 
remember of using this language : '' Of course the town of Jones
borough we do not count, there being nothing but a blank form." 
This same blank was before us at the hearing and was the only 
paper, up to that time, that had been shown from Jonesborough; 
no other return from Jonesborough, either at the examination of the 
returns or at the hearing. I said: "Of course, the return from 
Jonesborough we do not count, and is to be thrown out of our tabu
lation, being nothing. but a blank form." The Governor says: "I 
want to ask you a question of law, Mr. Heath, as a lawyer." I 
stopped, anq told him I should be happj to answer it if I could. 
Says he : '' Suppose we have two returns from a town, which return 
shall we count?" I says: "I do not understand, your Excellency, 
that we have two returns from Jones borough, have we?" He says : 
'' I ask you the question, if we have two returns from a town, which 
return shall we count?" I says: "Your Excellency, I argue one 
case at a time, I do not understand that that point comes in, in this 
case." Messrs. Foster and Brown, personal friends of mine, laughed, 
thinking I was evading, I suppose, a question of law that might 
injure my party friends. Then I went on with the rest of the 
case. 

Question. Look at the return which has been shown to Mr. Trickey, 
the Town Clerk of Jonesborough, and identified by him as the second 
Senatorial return that he made out from that town, and state whether 
or not that was before you at either of the hearings before the Gov
ernor and Council? 

Answer. It never was there. 
Question. Did any of the Council or did the Governor intimate to 

you that there was ever any other Senatorial return made to the 
Secretary of State's office from Jonesborough excepting that blank 
return? 

Answer. The only return coming from Jonesborough was a blank 
form in this identical envelope marked '' Exhibit 1 ;" that was the 
only paper from Jonesborough before the Governor and Council. 

Question. Look at paper "Exhibit 3, G.D. B., Clerk of Com
mittee," and state whether or not that is in the hand writing of Mr. 
Moody, and whether it is the original memorandum made of which 
you have spoken,-made by Mr. Moody while you were examining 
the returns with Governor Garcelon? 

Answer. Yes; it is the same paper. 
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Question. When you came to Jonesborough what minute do you 
find he made? 

Answer. '' Jonesborough, blank return." 
Question. The words '' blank return" opposite the word '' Jones

borough?" 
Ansiver. Yes ; these records were not presented to the Governor 

and Council under the law of eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, 
but simply records of my own that I held and that the Governor 
required me to bring there and compare with the returns. 

Question. Did he give you any reason why you should bring cer
tified copies of the records before you could see the returns ? 

Answer. He simply said that he had enforced that rule against 
everybody else in the case of County Officers' returns, and he said I 
ought to come up to the same rule. 

Question. He gave you no reason? 
Answer. No; I examined the returns for Kennebec County Offi

cers without such a rule being enforced. 
Q,uesti:on. Do you know of any such rule of law, or any require

ment that would require you to bring certified copies of a town 
record before you could see any return for Representatives and 
Senators? 

Answer. No, I never heard of it; I know the reason that Mr. 
Foster gave me, that if such a rule was not enforced that we would 
come there and go back and get the record fixed up and it would 
open the door to fraud. I would like to qualify one statement. You 
asked me if I had seen the return marked "Exhibit 2," before. I 
never saw it at any hearing; I first saw it three clays ago in the 
Committee's room below, on the table. 

Question. Any other matter in connection with this subject now 
before the Committee that you remember? If there is I wish you 
would state it. 

Answer. Nothing in connection with the Jones borough return. 

BY MR. HARRIS : 
Question. Are you entirely certain that the suggestion made by 

Governor Garcelon, which surprised you, about two returns being 
found from one town on the same subject matter, was made when 
you were arguing the Jonesborough part of the case? 

Answer. Yes. He stopped me right in the middle of my argument. 
The minute I commenced to speak of Jones borough he asked me 
that question of law, and I declined to answer it, as I have stated. 
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Question. You had no knowledge at that time, as matter of fact, 
there had been two sets of returns forwarded from Jonesborough? 

Answer. No-only matter of suspicion. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. Do you recognize that (referring to" Exhibit 3")-

the hand writing? 
Answer. I know Mr. Moody's hand writing. 
Question. Do you know that to be his hand writing? 
Answer. I am not so familiar with it as I might be with some. I 

have no doubt it is his. 
Question. Seen him write? 
Answer. No. 
Question. How do you know about it? 
Answer. I have seen his writing. 

BY MR. SPRINGER: 
Question. Didn't you see him write this? 
Answer. Only in this way; he sat across the table in such a way 

I could not see his hand writing really. 

BY. l\iR. INGALLS: 
Question. What kind of paper did he use? 
Answer. That [pointing to "Exhibit 3" J was the kind he used, 

and kept it with a pencil. Mr. Moody kept a record of the discrep
ancies between my record and the returns, and of the defects in 
the returns that I or the Governor asked him to minute, as we went 
along, town by town, and no other record was kept at the time. 
Sometimes the Governor would ask him to make a minute and 
sometimes I would. I only kept for my purpose such matters as 
were matters of law. 

BY MR. HARRIS : 
Question. In the search for the envelope of Jones borough of which 

you spoke, did you notice whether or not that envelope was on the 
floor? 

Answer. No, sir; I saw the envelope put into that book-case, 
with those other returns and the rubber put around them, and locked 
in that book-case. When I went away it was left there locked, at 
half-past one. When I returned, at half-past three --

Question. Was it apparently in the same condition,-the package? 
Answer. I know nothing about the inside. The package and all 

the returns were brought out apparently in the same condition ; but 
the envelope was not there. 
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Question. The envelope had been removed when you were absent? 
Answe1·. That is an inference ; I can state what the facts are ; I 

should say it was removed. It was there when I went away and it 
was not there when I returned. 

Question. Did the Governor when he held up the return which you 
spoke of, with the back towards himself and the face towards you, 
make any remark? 

Answer. Simply turned and looked at me to see how I would take 
it. If you know him you know the look he makes up on his face 
sometimes. I could read in his face that he expected me to be very 
much surprised. 

BY MR. HALE: 
Question. Sort of a Jackson look? 
Answer. Yes. 

BY MR. STROUT : 
Question. Hav~ you any knowledge in relation to the Addison 

return? 
Answer . . I recollect that the Addison return was in the condi

tion spoken of, and I called the Governor's attention to that fact ; 
and the Augusta return for Representative was in the same condition. 
Our Augusta return for Representatives gave the whole number. of 
votes instead of the whole number of ballots, and when the matter 
was argued before the Governor and Council, Mr. Pillsbury, who 
appeared on the other ~ide, said it made no difference how the whole 
number of ballots was in that respect,-the return was good. I 
know that I took no position whatever as to the law. I simply 
asked the Governor and Council to be consistent. 

Question. Had the Farmington return been discussed to your 
knowledge? 

Answe1·. No, not publicly. I remember the towns of Addison 
and Marion, in that county, both had the whole number of votes 
instead of the whole number of ballots, and they were argued be
fore the Governor and Council together. When we came to the 
Senatorial return from Kossuth-

Question. Washington county? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Which you hold in your hand and is marked '' Exhibit 

4-G. D. B., Clerk of Committee." 
Answer. Yes. When we came along to this return the Governor 

took it up, examined it, read it over and looked at it pretty criti-
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cally-and finally threw it on the table and said, '' That return is 
good for nothing," that they couldn't count that, and he told Mr. 
Moody to minute it. What brought that to my attention is the 
minute here: "Kossiith, poor retuni." The return is written 
"James R. Tabbot" and" John T. "'\Vallace, Jr.," and "nineteen" 
written against neither one but between them ; and Austin Harris 
and Alden Bradford with '' seven" written between them-I remem
ber the very statement I made there, that I took it for granted that 
the Kossuth return would be thrown out, and that we should reject 
that from our tabulation, and Mr. Brown spoke up and said it had 
been tabulated ; and the Governor says if it had been tabulated let 
it stand. I find by the tabulation it was tabulated. 

Questfon. And it does stand? 
Answer. Yes. 
Questfon. In this Kossuth return is there any number of votes-

are the word ''votes" or figures against them? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Simply the word ''nineteen" between the two names? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. For whom were the '' nineteen?" 
Answer. "James R. Talbot" and" John T. Wallace, Jr." And 

" Austin Harris" and " Alden Bradford," " seven." The Governor 
said that it was evident to him that those signatures were all in one 
hand writing. I told him I should not claim a rejection on that 
account, for I thought evidence ought to be received from the parties 
themselves. 

BYMR. HILL: 
Question. Is the whole number of votes given? 
Answer. Y~s, twenty-six. I recollect of stating during that exam

ination that we could offer evidence, if they held that to be the law, 
that no record whatever had been made in Kossuth, and could prove 
it ; and the Governor told me there was no need of it-the return 
was worthless. I offered no evidence, and claimed it should be thrown 
out, and was answered it had been tabulated. 

BYMR. COOK: 
Question. Are those names spelled correctly there? 
Answer. I never noticed it before ; they are not. 
Question. How is Talbot spelled? 

14 
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Answer. Ta 1 b or t. That was tabulated for James R. Talbot. 
I recollect another matter ; I examined these returns Tuesday, and 
,v ednesday was the day that the mandamus hearing was had in the 
Senate Chamber before Judge Virgin. I was down here that morn
ing to attend the hearing. At noon, as we went to dinner, I came 
to the Augusta House with Judge Virgin, and with John B. Foster 
of the Council. We had some general talk about the defects that 
had been found in the returns-about the carelessness of Town 
Officers-and Mr. Foster was giving instances, not naming towns, 
and I remember of saying, at the time, "Mr. Foster, you recollect 
that Jones borough return was entirely blank." He says '' Oh, 
yes, very well indeed." I called it to his attention before Judge 
Virgin. There never was any statement made to me by the Gov
ernor or Council that there was anything else before them excepting 
a blank return, from Jones borough. The Governor and Council, in 
making the connt, made a distinction between John T. Wallace and 
John T. Wallace, Jr. 

BY MR. HILL: 

Question. Jones borough was not counted at all? 
Answer. No. I mean in the general count. Mr. Wallace lost a 

g-reat many votes, I think four or five hundred, on account of the 
"Jr."being off; but amending the returns by the rules they laid 
down, and Mr. Harris still had a majority over John T. Wallace and 
John T. Wallace, Jr., although they stated differently. Mr. Wal
lace was not injured by making the distinction. 

BY MR. HARRIS : 

Question. You commenced to give some testimony in regard to a 
;conversation you had with Mr. Talbot's clerk; did that conversation 
give you the idea that he knew, at that time, there was any inten
tion of Mr. Talbot being counted in? 

Answer. It did not at the time; I never dreamed of such a thing 
being done in this State. It did afterwards ; I had no such thought 
at the time ; but afterwards, in. recalling it, it produced that impres
sion. It was in relation to the vote of Cherryfield. I think that 
was Friday or Saturday of the same week after election. 

BY MR. STROUT : 

Question. You are a Republican? 
Answe1·. Yes, and always have been. 
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BYMR. HALE: 

Question. Have you examined the tabulations as made up, upon 
which the certificates were issued in Washington county? 

Answe1·. Not fully ; I had a tabulation of my own that I made 
which I used at the hearing. 

Question. Do you know that the rejection of the Addison return 
would have elected Mr. Harris over Mr. Talbot, the difference of 
sixty-six votes ? 

Answer. My recollection of it is that Addison and Marion were 
both alike in that matter of giving the whole number of votes in
stead of the whole number of ballots, and if both had been rejected 
Mr. Bradford would have been certificated; and that Addison alone, 
I think, would have brought Harris ahead of Talbot. 

Question. But left Talbot ahead of Bradford? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. Then if Marion had been thrown out, or Kossuth had 

been thrown out, or the whole given, that would have left Bradford 
ahead of Talbot? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. A change in Addison alone would not have elected 

Bradford? 
Answer. I think not. 
Question. But with Marion or Kossuth it would have elected him? 
Answer. That is my recollection. I raised the point at the hear-

ing that the Kossuth return was void for uncertainty, and I was 
answered by Mr. Pillsbury that if they could get at the intention of 
the return that the return shoukl govern. 

Question. Explain how the return from Talmage, Washington 
county, is made up, for whom the votes appear to be given, and 
how it was tabulated as matter of fact, as appears by the docket? 

Answer. I recollect very well about this return. The return 
reads, '' The whole number of ballots given in, was eighteen. For 
James R. Tabbot, John T. Wallace, fourteen;" all written on the 
same line. "Austin Harris, Alden Bradford, four;" all written 
on the same line. I remember of raising the point that no votes 
could be counted for Harris or Talbot. I was answered that the in
tention of the voters must govern. 

Question. And it was tabulated according to the intention? 
Answer. Yes. 
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BY }IR. HARRIS : 
Question. You say that the return is written '' Tab b o t" and is 

tabulated for '' Talbot/' is that a Democratic town? 
Answer. Yes: 
Question. Do you know of any town in Washington county 

where an error was made in the name of any Republican candidate 
for Senator where that error was not corrected? 

Answer. In the town of Northfield the vote for Austin Harris in 
the return was written very illegibly ; it appeared to be '' Aus e e n 
Herris." 

Question. How was that tabulated? 
Answe1·. In the same way, for Auseen Herris; I offered to produce 

a copy of the record to correct it, and they refused me. An"d in 
the town of Danforth, Alden Bradford's votes were tabulated
" Allen Bradford." The "l" was made with a heavy mark and 
might pass for ''t" or '' l"; it lacked the lower curve there is on a 
"d." I think those are the only returns thrown out for bad spelling. 
Those were both Republican towns. There were no Democratic 
candidates thrown out in vVashington county on what vas apparently 
bad spelling. 

SAMUEL J. GALLAGHER, sworn and exandned. 

BY 1\1R. STROUT : 
Question. Residence? 
Answer. Augusta, at present. 
Question. You are in the Pension Office? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. Were you in Augusta in September, October and No

vember, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. All the time, excepting perhaps two or three weeks that 

I was at Calais, the first of October. 
Question. State what you know, if anything, in relation to returns 

or envelopes directed to the Secretary of State's office, such as re
turns come in from the Town Clerks or Town Officers,- envelopes 
sent out for the September election ; state what you know about any 
such returns or envelopes corning back to the Secretary of State's 
office in November, after the September election? 

Answe1·. I was in the Secretary of State's office on the seventeenth 
of November, which was Monday. I stood against the desk of the 
Deputy Secretary of State, with my shoulder against it. 
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Question. His name was--what? 
Answer. P.A. Sawyer. I was looking over the "Year Book" for 

Dr. Martin, who was trying to find where an officer was. I hunted 
over the "Year Book" to find the town. While doing this the mail
carrier, Fred Wilson, brought the mail in and dropped it on the 
desk. I looked on it and saw an envelope like that-like an envel
ope for Representative return - and on it was marked '' Town of 
.Jonesborough." Fred vVilson says, "What is that?" innocently, I 
supposed; and Mr. Sawyer grabbed it quick and turned it over and 
rammed it under the lid of his desk. I says to Fred, '' Don't you 
know what that is? that is an election return." George E. Minot 
and Dr. Martin were there. He put it under the lid of the desk. 
He paid no attention to the other letters at all, but went on reading 
the '' Eastern Argus" headings in regard to the counting out. 

Question. You have said it was like the envelope you now hold in 
your hand. Is that envelope you hold in your hand an envelope 
from Jones borough? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. One of the official envelopes? 
Answe1·. It was an envelope of this kind, and had on it the word 

".Jonesborough." I sa.w that. I was as close to it as I am now. 
There were only two or three other letters with it. 

BY MR. HILL: 

Question. Did you notice whether Senatorial or not? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Do not know what it covered? 
Answer. No. 

BY MR. INGALLS : 

Question. What day was this? 
Answer. Seventeenth day of November. 
Q1wstion. How do you remember it? 
Answer. I made a minute of it at the time. 
Qu,estion. Of what? 
Answer. Of the time this return came in, that day. George E. 

Minot and Dr. Martin and some other gentleman, a stranger to me, 
were there. 

Question. Any other matter you know of in connection with this? 

Answer. Not that I know of. 
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BY J\ilR. HARRIS : 
Question. Did Mr. Sawyer make any reply when Wilson ad

dressed this remark, and asked the question about the envelope or 

return? 
Answer. Mr. ·Wilson asked what that was, and Mr. Sawyer says, 

·' I don't know as that is any of your business," and then picked it 
up and put it under the lid. 

Question. That is all the conversation? 
Answer. That is all, and Wilson went off; I staid there some few 

minutes, and went away. 

PITMAN PULSIFER, swarn and exa1nined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 

Question. You are a stenographic reporter? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. w·ere you present when F. M. Fogg delivered a speech 

in City Hall, Portland, the last of December? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. Did you report him? 
Answer. I did, in part, for the Press. 
Question. Do you remember of his takh1g a blank return out of 

an envelope and holding it up to the audience? 
Answer. I do not remember of seeing any envelope; I do remem

ber of his holding up what he said was a blank return, and saying, 
in substance : '' How are we going to count this?" 

Question. Speaking of it as a return from Jonesborough or Jones-
,port? 

Answer. Yes, I think he called it "Jonesport." 
Question. Did he exhibit other returns there? 
Answer. He exhibited other papers and spoke of them as returns. 

FEBRUARY 26, 1880, P. M. 

WINFIELD I. CRANE, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. Where do you belong? 
Answer. Whiting, Washington county. 
Question. What office did you hold in that town, if any, in 

eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
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Answer. Town Clerk. 
Question. Were you present at the September meeting in eighteen 

hundred and seventy-nine? 
.Answer. I was. 
Question. Did you make the returns to the Secretary of State at 

that time? 
Answer. I did not, excepting the general return, but my signa

ture was to the returns. The chairman of the Selectmen made the 
returns, filled them out, and I signed them in the capacity of Clerk. 

Question. Were the returns made at the time? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. In open town meeting? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Signed by all the Selectmen? 
Answer. I think not. 
Question. By whom? 
Answer. By two, I think. 
Question. Who were they? 
Answer. Peavey and Crosby. 
Question. Who was the other? 
Answer. Nelson Hall. 
Question. Was he present? 
Answer. I think he was not present when the returns were made 

up. He was at the meeting, but left before the close. 
Question. Were the returns of which you speak sealed up in open 

town meeting? 
Answer. They were. 
Qv.,e~tion. Were they sent to Augusta in any way? 
Answer. I presume so. The chairman said that he would deposit 

them in the office the next morning. 
Question. Did he take them? 
A.n!iwer. He did. 
Question. Have you ever seen the returns since? 
Ansicer. No, excepting the record. 
Question. Have you seen the returns that were made up in open. 

town meeting? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Did you subsequently make any other return? 
Answer. Yes,-or I did not make the return. 
Question. Did you sign any other return? 
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Answer. I did. 
Question. State the cireumstances,-all about it,-when it was 

and how you came to do it? 
Answer. On the se.venteenth of November, the chairman of the 

hoard of Selectmen, :Mr. Peavey, came to me and said there was 
an error in fillii1g the return, and wished to haye it corrected and 
forwarded, and after that he read me a letter from James R. Talbot, 
saying to this effect :-that finding there was an error committed in 
filling the return on the day of election,-the Senatorial return,
the whole number of ballots was not put in, and '' Please correct the 
niistake a:nd forward to ·me." 

Qitestion. Who had that letter? 
Answer. l\fr. Peavey. 
Question. To whom was it addressed? 
Answer. To him, I suppose. I did not see the letter any more 

than as he held it in his hand and read that part to me. 
Question. By whom was the second return signed? 
Answer. I did not see it signed by only one man; I saw Mr. 

Peavey sign it, and I signed it myself. 
Question. How do you fix it as the seventeenth of November? 

• Answer. I fix it from two persons being at my house on business. 
There was about to be a transfer in property there, with two men, 
and they were present. 

Question. :Examine this paper marked "Exhibit 6, G. D. B., 
Clerk of Committee," and state what you know about it? 

Answer. I know that is my signature, and I know this is the 
hand writing of the Selectman. 

Question. ·who? 
Answer. vVnliam S. Peavey. 
Question. State whether that is the return you signed in open 

town meeting? 
Answer. I think it is not the return that I signed in open town 

meeting. 
Question. ,vhat makes you think so? 

Answet. The letter that Mr. Peavey received from him saying 
there was an omission-the whole number of votes was not put in
and requesting him to fill that blank and forward it, as this is here, 
and then my impression is that the blot was made at the time this 
was filled. As to the other, perhaps I cannot identify that any more 
than the signatures. I know there was a return filled on the day of 
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election 
1

ancl sealed in open town meeting, and it was carefully filled 
as they came along, with numbers, and laid open till they got dry, 
till the ink was dry, _so there would be no blot. I know they were 
laid out and carefully signed. I do not remember that that blot was 
made at the time that was filled, but knowing that it was folded then 
leads me to think that was the one that was made on the seven
teenth of November. 

Questfon. vVhen you signed the one signed on the seventeenth, 

how many Selectmen were present? 
Answer. Only one present, Mr. Peavey. 
Question. Was his name on at that time? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Then from anything you can remember or can see upon 

this return are you able to state distinctly whether it is the one you 
made on the day of election, or the one yot1 made on the seventeenth 
of November? 

Answer. No, nothing more than I have stated-that blot being 
made, and knowing that this letter was written to him saying there 
was an error, that the whole number of ballots was not put into the 
Senatorial return; and this one has, and I know it was put in that 

day. 
Question. ·when that letter was read to you had you any recollec

tion whether the other return contained the whole number of ballots? 
Answer. No; :Mr. Peavey filled the returns, all of them. I did 

not notice any mistake. I did not look over them particularly. 
Question. \Vhere were you when you made the second return? 
Answer. At my house. 
Question. "\Vas the blank brought there? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiwstion. ·where was it filled up? 
Answer. At my house. 
Question. Filled up from your record? 
Answer. Yes. 

BY }\;fa. STROUT : 

Question. Diel your record contain the whole number of ballots? 

Answer. No. 

BY 1\1:R. INGALLS: 

Question. How did you get the whole number of votes? 
Answer. By adding the number of votes thrown for each candi-
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date. The record indicates the votes that were thrown. If that is 
an error, it is an error; it has been done for years, I suppose. 

Question. What are your politics? 
Answer. Republican. 
Qttestion. What is Mr. Peavey? 
.Answer. Democrat. 
Question. Crosby? 
.Answer. Democrat, and so is the other. 
Question. How came you to make the second return? 
Answer. By request. I supposed it was proper, and knowing 

that that would be correct, that the whole number of ballots was so 
many. 

Question. Mr. Peavey had no other return with him excepting the 
blank? 

Answer. No. 

BY MR. STROUT: 

Question. Didn't he have an official envelope at that time? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qitestion. With the usual printing that is found on envelopes for 

official returns, such as you had received from Augusta before? 
Answer. Yes. I forgot to say I went with him to the house and that 

was not signed at the time the return was signed. He came down 
immediately after that with this enyelope, and that was signed also. 

Question. Where did he get it from? 
Answer. From his store I suppose. 
Question. How came he by this official envelope? 
Answer. I suppose it came by Mr. Talbot, as the blank did. 
Question. You hadn't any official envelopes left over from sealing 

up the other regular returns ? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Did Mr. Peavey intimate to you in any way that he 

hadn't sent the return you made up in open town meeting? 
Answer. No. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 

Question. Do you mean to say that this blank return was received 
from Mr. Talbot? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. How do you know that? 
Answer. From his presenting it for the change to be made. This 
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letter said "Please correct the mistake in the enclosed return and 
forward to me." That is as I understood it in the letter. 

BY MR. STROUT : 
Question. Was the letter signed by James R. Talbot? 
Answer. I suppose so. He said it was from him. I did not see 

the letter any further than it is from here to that table. [Three or 
four feet.-Reporter. J 
BY MR. INGALLS: 

Question. Did it say forward to Mr. Talbot? 
Answer. I will not be positive whether he said forward to Mr. 

Talbot or to the Secretary of State. It said "Please correct the 
error, in the enclosed blank, and forward." 

BY l\fa. HALE : 
Question. Referring to the blank you had? 
Answer. Yes. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. It did not say forward to him? 
Answer. I do not know that it did; I wouldn't be positive as to 

that. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Qitestion. "\Vas anything said about getting the signature of the 

other Selectman; does he, Crosby, live near by? 
Answer. He lives about three and a half miles from where I live. 
Q1testion. Was there an opportunity of getting him? 
Answer. Yes, there was an opportunity of getting him most any 

day. 
Question. What did Mr. Peavey say about getting the signature 

of Crosby? 
Answer. He did not say anything about it; but Crosby was 

at the village most every clay, quite often. 
Question. You have no doubt about that being his signature? 
Answer. Oh, no. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. It is the signature _of Peavey, too? 
Answer. Yes. 

BY l\iR. HALE : 
Question. Mr. Peavey sat down in your house and filled in the 

return that was there, in accordance with the letter from Mr. Talbot, 
writing in the whole number of ballots? 
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Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. On the blank that was produced there? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. Then went back to the house and brought the envelope 

which came with the blank? 
Answer. Yes. I suppos~ it came with the blank. 
Question. ,v as that envelope filled up on the outside there by him 

and yon? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You signed that? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And left it with l\fr. Peavey to complete? 
.Answer. Yes. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. There is a yellow spot; have you any knowledge about 

that? 
Answer. I have noticed that; I do not remember anything partic

ular about that. I looked at the blank and saw it was like the one 
filled the clay of election-had the same appearance. 

FEBRUARY, 27, 1880, P. M. 

EPHRAIM K. SlIART,· sworn and exwrrdned. 

BY MR. HALE: 

Question. ""Where are you from? 
Answer. Pembroke. 
Question. Did you receiYe a summons from this Committee to 

attend here? 
.Answer. Mr. Hersey, Deputy Sheriff, served one upon me; I saw 

it in his hand. 

Question. Did you read it? 
.Answer. No; he handed it to me. 
Question. Does the summons direct you to produce papers, doc-

uments and records? 
.Answer. Y cs. 
Question. Have you brought any with you? 
Answer. I have brought all that I could find relating to the mat

ter, and have them with me. 
Question. What have you got? 
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.Answer. I have a letter from Mr. Church, a letter from Mr. Wal
lace, a letter from l\fr. Burns, two letters from Judge ·Whidden of 
Calais, and one from C. R. Whidden, the editor there. I also have 
a package here in a blank envelope, and a blank return for Senators. 
I have a statement of some matters which I drew up at the time, 
and which I forwarded or caused to be forwarded, or allowed to be 
forwarded,-! do not know exactly how, now,-to Augusta, or sup
posed it came here, together with some memoranda that I gathered 
up, during some time after the election, till perhaps sometime in 
December. I also have attached here the three opinions of the 
Supreme Court, and matters which I had cut out for. my own 
reference. 

Question. Were you engaged in the taking of affidavits of persons 
in towns neighboring to yours as to facts occurring at the September 
election, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 

Answer. I did do something in that line. 
Question. What led to your taking up that work? 
Answer. Perhaps, in the first place, this letter from Mr. Church 

to me, will show. [Witness exhibited letter. J It is in answer to 
one from me. And that is the first that started me ; I wrote making 
inquiries. 

Question. Who is Church? 
Answer. A member of the Greenback committee for the county of 

Washington. 
Question. The first is a letter from C. K Church of Cherryfield? 
Answer. Yes. 

BY MR. STRICKLAND : 
Question. That is in reply to one you wrote him? 
Answer. Yes; but it gave me certain facts on which I started; I 

do not know as that strikes the affidavits exactly, but it starts out; 
one thing rolls another on as we proceed. The result of the elec
tion, I expected to submit to; but during the six days after election, 
before I wrote that letter, certain facts came to me which led me 
very much to suspect that some things had been done wrong by the 
opposite party, in the way of bribery, and all that sort of thing, 
which caused me to conclude, if there were any irregularities where
by this might be properly overcome, under the requirements of the 
Constitution and the laws and the decisions of the courts up to that 
time rendered, with precedents established, it would be legitimate mat
ter if it could be gathered up and properly used. How far it could 
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be used I could not tell. I did not propose to be the judge of that. 
That information started me on Cherryfield, to have that rejected. 
I thought that would throw it into the House or Senate, as the case 
might be. In these investigations, Mr. Rounds, being County 
Attorney, had often, up to that time, appeared in defence of per
sons accused of bribery, and very seriously objected to questions 
being put to his clients whom he offered in defence, as to whether 
they had any money left with them, or in their possession, for the 
purpose of bribery. It looked to me as though the only way to get 
at this would be in one of the houses of the Legislature, if one of 
them should happen to be carried in the interest of the party that 
desired investigation. That was my idea and I started out on it. 

BY l\fa. HALE: 
Question. Did you know what the majority was in the House of 

Representatives by the returns as stated in the newspapers? 
Answer. No. I did not know anything about that, so far as the 

House or Senate was concerned. 
Question. Did you not read the newspapers? 
Answer. Yes·. 
Question. Do you mean to say yon did not know by a week after 

election that the majority was about twenty-nine on the part of the 
Republicans? 

Answer. So far as reading them myself, I do not think I ever saw 
a statement. I will take that back ; I guess I did see a statement 
that there was a majority in both houses. 

Qiwstion. Did you not know that the majority was twenty-nine, 
on the part of the Republicans? Were not all the papers on both 
sides full of it? 

Answer. I cannot say ; I simply know that I read the statement. 
Questfon. You started in with the idea that there might be techni

calities enough found to shift that majority in one or both houses, 
and that is what set you to writing? 

Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. Whom did you write to then? 
Answer. Mr. Church. He requested me to write and make a 

certain statement, and also Mr. Wallace; I wrote him, and I have 
his reply. 

Question. Wallace was Fusion candidate for Senator? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Were you Fusion candidate for County Attorney? 
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Answer. I was. 
Question. Counted in? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Question. To whom else did you write besides Church and Wal
lace, in the course of this effort of yours to find technicalities upon 
which towns might be thrown out? 

Answer. I do not recollect on that particular point of writing any 
others now ; perhaps I did. 

Question. During the prosecution of this enterprise of yours, to 
whom else did you write besides Church and Wallace? 

Answer. I do not know whom I addressed. 
Question. I mean in regard to the whole enterprise you started 

out in, of getting up evidence of technicalities ; to whom did you 
write? 

Answer. There was a ~light change of objects as I went along. 
Question. As to the whole object, during the whole time, give me 

a list of the persons to whom you wrote? 
Answer. I cannot give you the whole. 
Question. As far as you can tell? 
Answer. The gentlemen I have letters from excepting Mr. Burns; 

I never wrote him ; but to Judge Whidden and Charles. 
Question. To whom in Augusta? 
Answer. That is what I was trying to make up my mind; I may 

have written General Leavitt and his clerk, and mentioned it. I 
had business with them, and wrote a good many letters to the Gen
eral, and some to his clerk ; but the most of my writing to them, so 
far as I recollect, was on matters connected with his office,
pension matters,-to get at evidence of allotments, and one thing 
and another. 

Question. During this time were you not in correspondence with 
General Leavitt, in reference to this matter? 

Answer. If I had time, anything I wished to communicate when 
I was writing such a letter, to save expense I probably put it in; 
but how much of that I did I cannot say. 

Question. To whom else in Augusta did you write? 
Answer. I think I wrote to G. G. Stacy, referring him to this 

Cherryfield matter and Dennysville matter; and I think I also gave 
a statement, of which I have a copy, or very nearly a copy. 

Question. To whom? 
Answer. I think to Mr. Stacy. It might have been to Mr. Leavitt, 

and it might have been to both. 
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Question. At how early a time did you write to anybody in 
Augusta,-Leavitt, his clerk, or Stacy ,-in reference to the Cherry
field case? 

.Answer. My opinion is it was very soon after receiving that 
letter. 

Question. That letter bears date September nineteenth? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. To whom else in Augusta did you write? 
.Answer. I never wrote any other parties, I believe, in Augusta, 

till I received from the Secretary of State,-or the Deputy, I think 
it was signed by,-a notice that Mr. Rounds had made application 
to have certain returns changed, or whatever you may call it, the 
return of Dennysville, the Calais matter, and the Marshfield case; 
I am only giving my recollection as to what was in that notice. 
That notice I received on the tenth of Dec~mber. On the eleventh 
I was to have a hearing; and I telegraphed on the day I received 
that, that I could not get there; telegraphed Mr. Pillsbury, and told 
him there was a letter by mail. I wrote him the same day, and in 
that I gave what I could think, off-hand, and short, so far as this 
matter then in hand had a bearing. 

Question. Have you got a copy of your letter to Mr. Pillsbury? 
Answer. No ; I kept no copy of anything excepting this matter 

I spoke of, that I know of; I found none among my papers. 
Question. You wrote fully to Mr. Pillsbury as to those cases? 
Answer. Yes. I wish to say further that on the next day I sent 

to Dennysville to examine their record-not having looked at it or 
had it examined-with reference to whether it had been tampered 
with after the meeting, and the Town Clerk refused inspection, and 
stated that it was not for the public inspection ; that he could give a 
copy if desired, but had twenty days to do it in ; I took the affidavit 
of this messenger of mine to that fact, and sent it on the next day, 
or next but one, to Mr. Pillsbury, on the eleventh or twelfth of 
December; it could not have been till the twelfth. 

Question. That was the second letter to Mr. Pillsbury? 
Answer. Yes. I heard nothing; I told Pillsbury, in my telegram, 

to appear for me, and in the letter I told him to employ D.R. Hast- . 
ings, of Fryeburg, if he was here; I did not know any other person 
that would be sure to be here but Pillsbury. I never had any com
munication during the year with him up to that time. I told him 
also that if Mr. Gould was here he could employ him or appear him-
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self; that was my first letter. Then I gave him my view of the law 
and argued it. 

Question. What other letters did you write to Pillsbury? 
Answer. I then waited till it seemed to me, it was long enough to 

hear the result; I heard nothing; I wrote again to Pillsbury, telling 
him what I had done, that I first telegraphed him and told him I 
would write, and had written, and recapitulated, I think, what I had 
sent. I .got an answer from that, saying that my matter had been 
attended to,-short, nothing else in it. That is all the communica
tion I had from him ; I did not find it in my investigation or I would 
have brought it; I do not think I have got it. 

Question. Can you produce Mr. Pillsbury's letter? 
.Answer. I cannot ; I was not able to find it. 
Question. You have produced other letters of your correspond

ence in this affair? 
.Answer. Yes; I have produced everything I have that I con

sidered was called for. 
Question. Those are letters that have been preserved by you 

which came to you in the course of your correspondence on the sub
ject matter? 

.Answer. They were thrown into waste places and I ferreted them 
out. 

Question. Have you brought here the four or five letters you wrote 
Mr. Pills bury? 

Answer. I did not write but three. 

Question. Or any dispatches sent him, or any reply he made ; 
have you brought originals or· copies? 

Answer. No; I had not copies of what I sent him or any memo
randum. 

Question. Have you brought any reply-any letter you received 
from him? 

Answer. I never got but one. 
Question. What has become of that? 
.Answer. I cannot say ; I did not think of that in my search. 
Question. Why were you not as likely to find that as the others? 
.Answer. I suppose I would; perhaps I might have thrown it into· 

a waste-basket, or passed it to somebody else to look at, I cannot 
say what I did do with it. Those political matters do not go on file ; 
this was my first correspondence with that gentleman, and he was 
almost a stranger to me. 

15 
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Question. Had you had previous correspondence with him? 
Answer. Years ago. 
Question. And have always been in correspondence with him? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Have not you, from time to time, the last few years? 
Answer. No. 
Qitestion. Have you not been acquainted with him? 
Answer. No, he did not know me when I came. His name was 

as familiar to me as my own. 
Question. Was there any reason why you should have destroyed 

his letter any more than the others which you have produced here? 
Answer. I do not believe I destroyed it, and perhaps I have not 

lost it. 
Question. Why did not you discover it? 
Answer. It did not occur to me that that might be essential. 
Q1wstion. Did not you in your letter state to bim what the result 

of your investigation had been, and did not you ask him in regard 
to the matter? 

Answer. I did not ask him what the result had been. I was 
afraid that my letter had missed, that he might be away and I have 
nobody,to appear, and it would go by default. He answered me
my matter had been attended to,-ancl that was enough. 

Question. You have not found that lett€r? 
Answer. I did not look for it. I did not think it amounted to 

.anything here, but I was thinking since I have been here that I 
·ought to have looked particularly for that, because perhaps it might 
come up. 

Question. You were candidate for County Attorney on the Fusion 
ticket? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Mr: Rounds was the Republican candidate against you? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did not you see the statements in the newspapers of 

the vote showing that Rounds had been elected? 
Answer. Yes; the newspapers stated it, I do not know as the 

paper stated that he was elected, but it might as well ; it summed it 
up and stated the majority. 

Question. Did not the "Calais Times" have the same statement? 
Answer. I do not take that usually; I had the "Union," but I 

think that did not give the figures, but I got the figures ; I borrowed, 
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or had my wife borrow, from her brother, a custom-house officer,
an '' Eastport Sentinel," that had a full report of the county tabula
tions by Clerk of Courts Longfellow, published in the "Machias 
Republican," and copied into the '' Sentinel," and from that I drew 
off the vote for Rounds and myself. 

Question. How many days after election did you first start off on 
the voyage to find technicalties in towns? 

Answer. It seems by that the fo\1rteenth I addressed the letter. 
Qiiestion. What date was the election? 
Answer. The eighth. 
Question. Six days after that you began to make enquiries as to 

technical objections to votes in Washington county? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Between the time of the election and the time when you 

started out on this expedition or enterprise of yours, how many 
times had you been to Calais ? 

Answer. I do not think I had been to Calais at all. 
Question. Are you positive? 
Answer. No, because business might have called me. 
Question. Had you been to Eastport? 
Answer. I do not think I had ; it is possible I had.. Soon after 

election I was summoned to take depositions in Lubec, and was 
requested by Brother French, on the other side, to come down and 
pass over the ferry with him, and into Lubec where the witnesses 
resided, and I was there on that trip. 

Question. Had you been to Eastport after election and before this 
time, when you started out by writing a letter to Cherryfield? 

Answer. I should have serious doubt if I did before I wrote that 
letter. 

Question. Had you seen Mr. Leavitt? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Had you seen Mr. French? 
Answer. If I saw French it must be that that journey I made was 

before writing that letter. 
Question. Had you seen Mr. Burns? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Had you seen Mr. Whidden? 
Answer. No, not at that time. 
Question. After you began to write these letters, and to hunt up 

these technicalities, and while in the prosecution of that did you see 
Mr. Whidden? 
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Answer. I do not think I saw him. 
Question. Did you see Charles Whidden? 
Answer. I do not think I did; That was the one I answered in 

regard to first. Then I did not know but I had seen Judge Whid
den in the meantime, but I do not think I had. 

Question. You saw neither of them during the prosecution of this 
search or during this correspondence ? 

Answer. I do not think I did. 
Question. Are you certain? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Did not you go to Calais during this time? 
Ari,swer. I have no recollection of anything calling me to Calais. 
Question. Did you not go to Calais between the September elec-

tion and the correspondence you had in December? 
Answer. I do not recollect it. 
Question. Not at all? 
.Answer. No. 
Question. Did you go to Eastport? 
.Answer. Yes, I did go to Eastport, I think, twice. 
Question. Did you see Mr. Leavitt? 
Answer. I do not think I saw Leavitt till after the October term 

of Court. 
Question. Did you see Leavitt during the prosecution of this 

enterprise ? 
.Answer. Oh, yes. 
Question. How many times? 
.Answer. I saw him at least twice, in my opinion. 
Q11,estion. Did you see Mr. Burns during that time? 
.Answer. It is barely possible I saw him every time I went to 

Eastport, but if so I simply passed him. 
Qiwstion. And Mr. French? 
.Answer. Yes ; I do not very often go to Eastport without seeing 

French, and Leavitt if he is there? 
Question. In reference to those technicalities in certain towns 

round about you, did you go into those towns and take affidavits, 
yourself? 

.Answer. Yes, after a while. 
Question. At whose suggestion did you go into those towns and 

take affidavits? 
Answer. The suggestion came from my own mind, but it resulted 
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from a conversation which General Murray, United States Marshal, 
had with me. 

Qiwstion. Who suggested to you to take these affidavits? 
Answer. Nobody but myself. 
Question. Did you have any direction or instruction from anybody 

in regatd to it? 
Answer. No. 
Question. To take these affidavits? 
Answer. Oh! yes; to take some, but not those I took. Burns' 

letter gave me instruction to go to Robbinston and take four deposi
tions at the request of McNichol, who was a member of the Demo· 
cratic State Committee, and it is possible that I had from McNichol 
before I got Burns' letter. 

Question. Do you not think you had correspondence with and let
ters from McNichol? 

Answer. I never had a letter from him, I think, during that time 
on any matter of this kind. 

Qu.,estion. Or any interview? 
Answer. I do not think I did with him. 
Question. What is it you might have had from him? 
Answer. I might have had a letter from McNichol or some one, 

communicating that request as coming from him. 
Question. Have you any letters you had from McNichol? 
Answer. No ; there were certain things in my mind that led me 

to have doubts whether I received any. 
Question. Do not you believe, on thinking it over, you had some 

letter from McNichol? 
Answer. I would not think I did. 
Question. What was it you referred to when you said you might 

have had it from him before you had it from Burns? 
Answer. On looking at Burns' letter now, this letter is dated 

Eastport, and says: "l carne frorn Calais yesterday," and then he 
goes on to state what McNichol wanted me to do at Robbinston on 
the next Monday. It is in regard to evidence of bribery. I will 
read the whole of it if you wish. This does not give me all the 
information I had. I must have had somebody tell me. I had 
information that Burns, in going towards Calais, had got sick and 
expected to die in Robbinston, and somebody wanted me to go and 
see him, and I was making haste to get there. I know when I got 
there I expected to find Burns at O'Brion's hotel. I found he was 
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not there ; and a good deal I had heard about his being so sick was not 
true. Therefore I am not absolutely certain whether I went on Mon
day after November eighth, as he asked me to, or whether I went 
prior to Monday, but I think I went on that Monday, and I under
stood that he was there. It might be I had not read Burns' letter. 
It oftentimes takes me three or four clays to read his letter, he writes 
so bad. 

Question. Whether you had heard from McNichol before that? 
Answer. I do not know but some one had told me he wished me 

to go there. 
Question. Did you hear from McNichol? 
Answer. No, I do not believe I heard from McNichol during the 

campaign or since. 
Questfon. The affidavits you had started to take in the towns 

around-what was to be done with them ; where were they to be 
used? 

Answer. My recollection is I made one myself in regard to a 
couple of votes which I found recorded on the record of Edmunds 
as not thrown for "Ephraim K. Smart" but "E. IL Smart," having 
what I thought sufficient evidence to show those two votes were in
tended for Ephraim K. Smart. 

Question. Where were they to be used? 
Answer. That affidavit, together with a copy of the Town Clerk's 

record, I made and caused to be forwarded to Augusta to be used 
before the Governor and Council if it was material, and deemed 
proper by the parties that would represent us, and I supposed it 
would be the Fusion committee. 

Question. To be used before the Governor and Council? 
Answer. That is what I intended. 
Question. Did you make any other affidavits excepting the one 

you have referred to in the town of Edmunds? 
Answer. No, I think not. 
Question. Are you positive you made no other affidavits excepting 

the one in Edmunds, in relation to the two votes thrown for you for 
County Attorney? 

Answer. No, I do not believe I did. 
Question. Look at that (paper shown witness) and see whether it 

is in your hand writing? 
Answer. Yes; but that is not an affidavit sworn to by me, but is 

an affidavit sworn to before me by a gentleman residing in Dennys
ville, and was to apply to that. 
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Question. Did you make that yourself? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Then you made one in Dennysville? 
Answer. I did, two. 
Question. Is this all in your hand writing? 
Answer. I think it is, every part. 
Question. Including the signature of the person? 
Answer. Yes, and he made his mark as is usual. 
Question. Witnessed by you? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. The jnrat is yours, and sworn to before you? 

231 

Ans1.cer. Just what it purports to be. [Witness reads affidavit 
to the Committee. J 

Question. That was made where? 
Answer. At the dwelling-house of Ebenezer Anthony in Dennys

ville. His son's wife was present, and there may have been two or 
three little children there. 

Question. His son's wife did not sign as a witness? 
Answer. No. 
Question. What other affidavits? 
Answer. In connection with that I had the affidavit of James 

Dunn. 
Question. Did you write the affidavit? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Is it here? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. Wliere did you write it? 
Answer. I think at John N. Anthony's, which was also the 

dwelling-house of .Tames Dunn. 
Question. Did you write it in the presence of Anthony and Dunn? 
Answer. I think Dunn had told me before what his testimony 

would be, and I think I wrote it at home; it is the same with the 
others. 

Question. When you started out on this trip you wrote the affi
davits before you started? 

Answer. I wrote it on the testimony they had given to me or 
statement they had made to me when I met them somewhere on the 
road or at their place. 

Ques~ion. You had seen these parties before? 
Answer. Yes, Dunn and John N. Anthony. 
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Question. Were these affidavits changed by you after originally 
written? 

Answer. No. In some instances I missed when I got to the man; 
it is possible these are not so ; let me see that. 

Question. No ; I prefer to ask you without. 
Answer. I prepared the affidavits in the ~rst place, and found in 

some respects they were wrong, and I got their true statement and 
went back home and made a new one, perhaps. I expected different 
11ame111, but one was away in Boston, and therefore I had to make 
use of such as I could find. Not a particle of change was made 
after they put their marks or signatures on. 

Question. Whether you had occasion to change them after you 
had made them and before the witness signed? 

Answer. Yes; it might be after I had first made them I re-wrote. 
Qiwstion. The affidavit of James Dunn is witnessed by you. Do 

you remember of witnessing it? 
Answer. I do not remember of witnessing it-because I had the 

impression that he wrote his name, but I guess he makes his mark. 
Question. It is certified before you as justice? 
Answer. Yes. [Witness examines affidavit. J This tells the story. 

The facts were different when I got to him from what I had been 
informed. I endeavored to make the facts appear. 

Question. Did you take affidavits of any person or persons in re-
lation to the town meeting at Charlotte? 

Answer. Yes, two of them. 
Question. Do you remember what the point was there? 
Answer. Yes. In the first place, I was informed that the point was 

a little different from what it turned out ; but the point, if I recollect 
the way it did turn out, was, the Town Clerk held the check-list and 
did the checking. There were three Selectmen, not present, but the 
board was composed of three, one Republican and two Democrats ; 
the Republican was chairman, and he took charge of the ballot-box, 
and it seemed-that is what appeared to me, and what I tried to put 
in form-that the two Democrats were ignored, and one man had 
charge of the box ; that they went out of the meeting and came in 
and found even that man out, and the hox not left in the care of 
anybody, unless the Town Clerk might have been there, the people 
standing around it. 

Question. Do you recollect whose affidavits you took? . 
Answe,r. The two Democratic Selectmen, Ebenezer Royal and J. 

F. Mahar. 
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Question. Were those affidavits in your hand writing? 
Answer. When Mr. Royal's was taken, Brother Rogers was with 

me, and it is possible some of it is in his hand writing, but the other 
must be my hand writing, for I think I was alone. [Witness exam
ines affidavits. J Royal's appears to be all in my hand writing. 

Question. Is it witnessed and sworn to before you? 
Answer. There is no witnessing, but it was sworn to before me. 
Question. The affidavit of Mahar,-is that your hand writing, and 

sworn to before you? 
Answer. Yes, I think that is all in my writing excepting his signa-

ture. 
Question. That is in reference to the same point? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you take any affidavits in Robbinston? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Whose? 
Answer. My recollection is I took James W. Cox, Hiram Hunt, 

and S. O'Brion, the hotel keeper. 
Question. ·what was the point there? 
Answer. I had inspected the record, and found that the record 

gave the name of our candidate for County Treasurer, Joseph 
Wilder, Jr., as "Joseph Wilder," and also gave our candidate for 
Senator, John T. "\Vallace, Jr., as "John T. Wallace." I therefore 
saw we were hit twice by the record. I also saw the other side was 
hit once in their representative ; Robert M. Loring was the candidate 
I supposed, and in Robbinston the Town Clerk had made the record 
as '' Robert Loring." I think I am .right. I took a copy of the 
record certified by the Town Clerk, and then went to these gentle
men to get testimony that they voted for Joseph Wilder, Jr., and 
John T. Wallace, Jr., and that they intended to vote for the nomi
nees by the proper name. 

Question. Where was this affidavit written? 
Answer. I do not think that the two of them were there. I think 

I wrote them at J\fr. Hunt's store, in his presence; I told him what 
I wanted and he furnished me paper and a chance to write ; he was 
shipping potatoes at the time, on his wharf, and it is possible I 
might have waited for him to come back. I recollect now he was 
away, because when he did come he could not swear to it in the 
manner I had it written originally. 

Question. [Paper shown Witness. J That paper is made by you? 
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Answer. Yes. The other two affidavits were made at the same 

place, ]\fr. Hunt's; and then I went to the other gentlemen and had 

them sign them. 

Question. The paper marked "Exhibit 9, G. D. B., Clerk of 
Omnniz'.ttee,"-the one just shown you,-is an affidavit in your hand 

writing? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. The affidavits in that paper were drawn by you and are 

in your hand writing? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. And were sworn to before you? 

.Answer. Yes. 

Question. At the date they appear to have been made, November 

eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 

Answer. Yes, no doubt of it, unless I made a mistake. 

Question. ,:v ere you the only Justice of the Peace in your town 

or in any other town about, where these affidavits were taken? 

Answer. So far as Robbinston, I rather think J\Ir. Buck is, but do 

not absolutely know who. 

Question. Is there not a Justice of the Peace in each one of the 

other towns ? 
Answer. In Edmunds there is a Trial Justice, Haywood, living 

three or four miles below, in Edmunds. That was sworn to before 
]\fr. Levi in Pembroke. 

Question. Is there not another justice in Dennysville? 

.Answer. Yes, at the village. 
Question. In each of those .towns where the affidavits are laid are 

there not other justices of the peace besides your 
Answer. Yes, I know there are. 

Question. So there was no necessity of your making out these 

affidavits,-you being a candidate? 

.Answer. Only to save expense. I had not the means to pay for it. 

MR. HALE read affidavit in regard to Robbinston. 

Question. This affidavit was as to the man they intended to vote 

for? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. ,,That did you do with that affidavit? 
Answer. I know this, and it is all I can state, that within a few 

clays of each other I put two packages in envelopes addressed to 

Charles R. Whidden, Calais, and deposited them in the hands of 
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John N. Young of Baring, who has the contract for carrying the 
mail, to personlly deliver to w·11idden or Judge 1Vhidden or J\Ir. 
McNichol; I do not think I gave him any further liberty. 

Question. vVhere was the paper to go, to be used? 
Answer. My intention was, to be used by the Committee if they 

thought it material. 
Question. Committee of the Council? 
Answer. No; the Democratic and Greenback Committee suppos

ing that somebody would appear and act for them if there was any 
contest. I supposed they would get here, that they would put them 
on their course. 

Qv,estion. Before what body were the counsel for the Democratic 
and Greenback party to use them? 

Answer. Finally the Governor and Council, provided the parties 
who were going to inspect deemed it important. 

Question. They .were to be used before the Governor and Council? 
Answer. If needed and material. 
Qiiestion. Look at the Senatorial return for town of Robbinston 

and give me the names of the candidates as there returned? 
Answer. I take it for granted this is the return. " The persons 

voted for severally recei,ved the number of votes .following, viz: For 
Austin Harris, 95; Alden Brad.ford, 97; Jmnes R. Talbot, 63 ). 
John T. Wallace, 65." 

Question. It is not ",John T. ·wallace, Jr.?" 
Answer. No; I knew nothing about what the return might be. 

I only judged from the record. 
Question. Look at the tabulation of the Governor and Council for 

Senators from 1V ashington county-Senatorial district-and examine 
the return of the town of Robbinston and see to whom the sixty-five 
votes are credited. 

Answer. James R. Talbot is credited on the tabulation, if this is 
it, with sixty-three votes, John T. ·wallace, Jr., with sixty-five, 
Austin Harris, ninety-five, Alden Bradford, ninety-seven. 

Question. The tabulation is the same as the return with the excep
tion that the sixty-five votes in the return given to ",John T Wal
lace" are in the tabulation "John T. ·wallace, Jr.?" 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you take any affidavits in Robbinston except the 

affidavits of Hunt, O'Brion and Cox, with reference to their inten

tion in voting ? 
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Answer. No. 
Question. Have you ever, since those affidavits left yonr hands 

and were delivered up to be used, if necessary, before the Governor 
and Council, seen them till to-day, in the hands of this Committee? 

Answer. I have not. 
Question. You have no doubt these are the affidavits originally 

made out by you? 
Answer. I have not. That is my hand writing. I never made 

and pnt my jurat to any other than those. 
Question. ·what had led you to believe, at the time you took these 

affidavits, that there was a necessity for it? 
Answe1·. An inspection of the record of the town-I did not go 

up there to inspect it, bnt being there I saw it and this thing popped 
out on me. 

Question. Not only does the return show that the vote was given 
for '' John T. Wallace" but the record of the town shows it, and 
that is what gave you the first information that this affidavit was 
needed? 

Answer. Yes ; I did not know whether that would be material. 
Question. You knew your candidate for Senator was J olm T. 

·w allace, Jr.? 
Answe1·. I did. 
Qiwstion. A.nd the record of the town shows it was for '' John T. 

lYallace ?" 
Answer. It did then. 
Question. So it was not a question of correcting the return by the 

record? 
Answe1·. No. 
Question. But correcting the return and the record by affidavits? 
Answer. Yes; showing whom they intended to vote for. I had 

not read the law, but it was swimming around in my head that it 
authorized it; I thought it did at the time. I wish to make one 
explanation, so far as sending these things along in the hands of 
these men that I authorized their being delivered to ; there was no 
arrangement, only I supposed they were gentlemen who would pnt 
them in the right place. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Where they would do the most good? 
Ansiver. Yes; do the most good to justice. It is possible that I 

might have had a direction from ·Whidden to send along to him or 
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there and they would forward them. I have kind of an impression 
of something of that kind. In the drawing of the affidavit the 
ground I took was this: as matter of law the "Jr." is no part of 
the name,-is a description of the person. 

Question. What was the need of the affidavit? 
Answer. I doubted whether there was any need, but I thought 

there would be evidence to show the identity of the person voted 
for. 

Question. The Governor and Council carry out certain other votes 
to "John T. Wallace, Jr.?" 

Answer. I am not responsible for what they did. 
Question. I perceive that in the affidavit you prepared for Hiram 

Hunt, and to which he has made his signature, that you say, and he 
says, that the votes that were thrown for "Joseph Wilder" for County 
Treasurer, were intended to be cast for Joseph Wilder, Jr. ? 

Answer. Yes, the young man and not his father. 
Question. I find that in the other affidavits the same declaration is 

made, and that was signed and sworn to by them? 
Answer. Yes. They were drawn in haste. 
Question. Look at the ·docket, and tell me how the votes were tab

ulated in Robbinston? [Tabulation passed to witness. J 
Answer. For "Joseph Wilder, Jr.," in this paper presented to me. 
Question. I understood you to say you did not consider t~e "Jr." 

as any part of the name, either of Wallace or Wilder? 
Answer. I did not. My impression would be, if you find the state

ment I sent with this document, that I summed it up in that way. I 
thought where there were two men in existence, one known without 
the Jr., and the other with the Jr., that there should be some evi
dence to identify. 

Question. Have you not said you did not think it was necessary 
to have these affidavits? 

Answer. It might have been in a contest. 
Question. Was there any contest at that time? 
Answer. No ; but I apprehended there might be. 
Question. Had you ever known before in your life of any Gov

ernor or Council rejecting votes for a man because the Jr. was left 
off of his name? 

Answer. I am not very familiar with anything of that kind unless 
it comes wher~ I am connected ; but I do not recollect that I had at 
that time or have now. 
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Question. If you had not, tell me how you came to think there 
was a contest to arise, and what contest? 

Answer. As I have already stated, the papers had given it out as 
a fact, that certain candidates were elected; that was sent forward 
by the friends of the candidates, and that effort being made had a 
tendency to show that that was a mistake, which naturally caused to 
arise in my mind the idea that the opposite party, when they saw 
this effort was being made, would put in to off-set irregularities which 
might be shown in other places. If it came to that, I wanted par
ties to have them in their hands to use and provide against acci

dent. 
Question. You have already stated that you did not consider the 

"Jr." was any part of the name, and that you, to your recollection, 
never had known such an omission of Jr. to cause votes to be 
thrown out ; now I want to know from what source or person did 
you get the idea which caused you to go about and take these affi
davits in relation to the omission of this word '• Junior/' why did 
you think the Governor and Council would adopt that rule of con
struction which would throw votes out if they were thrown for 
"John T. lVallace" instead of John T. ·wallace, Jr.? 

Answer. Had I been of the Council or in the position of Governor, 
and such returns came up with the "Jr." off, and also returns with 
the "Jr." on, with evidence put in that there were two men in the 
district ~oted for, one properly designated without the "Jr." and 
the other with the "Jr." I would not count them all in one. • 

Question. Did you or not mean to say that the "Jr." was not a 
part of the name ? 

Answer. I understood you to be a lawyer, and to understand that 
as matter of law the " Jr." is no part of the name, only a descrip
tion to identify the person. 

Question. Had you any intimation from any person that there was 
to be a rule of construction by the Governor and Council which 
would throw out votes if the ",Jr." was left off? 

Answer. No ; and I tried my best to find out whether there was 
anything of the kind. I think I bad before this put questions to 
Mr. Leavitt, Adjutant General, to know if he knew the opinion on 
any point of this kind, and he told me distinctly nobody could tell, 
-no opinion was formed. 

Question. If you had no knowledge that the Governor and Coun
cil would adopt that rule of construction why was it you went 
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around taking affidavits showing that votes without the "Jr." were 
for the same man as those with the ''Jr.?" 

Answer. For prudential reasons. 
Question. Had you ever done it in any election before? 
Answer. I do not think I had ever taken part in a contest after 

election before. 
Question. Had you ever known of its being done in any election 

before? 
Answer. I never had known of any discrepancy where the "Jr." 

alone was the point. 

BY MR. HALE: 
Question. During this enterprise of yours did you go to the town 

of Marion? 
Answer. I did, but not with the intention of anything of this kind, 

but on a business matter outside. 
Question. Did you have with you when you went to Marion, a 

blank return? 
Answer. Yes, and wherever I went for weeks before, and prior to 

the election, I had with me the same. 
Qiiestion. The blank returns? 
Answer. The same. 
Question. Were they blank returns? 
Answer. I had but one, only as a memorandum to show me what 

the law was. 
Question. How many blank returns? 
Answer. I had but one election return; I do not recollect of hav

ing but one. 
Question. Where did you get that blank? 
Answer. I do not know where I got it, but I will tell you all I do 

know ; sometime prior to election some parties came to our place in 
regard to the campaign, or interested in it, who were likely to be 
where these things could be obtained, and I requested that they send 
to me blanks that might be needed before election, and to include 
among them a blank of this kind. 

Question. Sometime before election you requested certain parties 
to send you election blanks ? 

Answer. I cannot tell whom I did request. 
Question. Such as might be needed? 
Answer. Yes. It might have been Mr. Levi of our town. 
Question. Are you a Town Clerk? 
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Answer. No. 
Question. Do you not know that the Governor and Council fur-

nish every town with every blank that it needs? 
Answer. I presume so. 
Question. What did you need election blanks before election for? 
Answer. I am going to tell you ; I was being asked often by par-

ties whom I had directed, where there were Democratic towns, and 
the officers were Republicans, to stand by and watch and carefully 
inspect the making of the record and see to it it was made up right ; 
and if it was not made up right and they refused to make it right, 
for those opposed to elect a new board to do it then and there, then 
have the whole thing done themselves in order to insure a correct 
return, so there would not be any mistake. We had been counted 
out quite a number of times in the past. In reference to this mat
ter, the Senatorial return contained the most information that I and 
others would be likely not to know ; for instance, not half of us 
know the number of the Senatorial district, and it would call my 
attention to the fact that that had got to be in, and I could inforin 
them if they did not know ; don't you see ? Also I could show them 
by the law and form what had got to be done with them, not to 
deliver it to them, but as a memorandum for me ; but I found Dem
ocratic men were pretty well posted in regard to the matter. 

Question. You were there before election with election blanks to 
be used, if you considered necessary, in towns where blanks had 
already been sent? 

Answer. No. I was to instruct those men to stand by when the 
officers were adverse to the majority, and see it was done correctly, 
to instruct them so they would know when it was done right. 

Question. How did you propose to use them, providing the men 
who were watching the votes could not have the returns made up to 
suit them? how were they going to use the election blanks ? 

Answer. Unless they could get those in the hands of the Town 
Clerk they would not have any, but they could keep their meeting 
open and send for aid. 

Question. And fill up the other blanks? 
Answer. No; they might have made some. 
Question. What did you get the extra blanks for, unless they were 

to be used, as you stated, in towns where the returns were not made 
up to suit you? 

Answer. This was a memorandum for me whenever I might for
get ; so I might give instruction if needed. 
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Question. You said you requested parties to furnish you with other 
blanks to be filled up? 

Answer. I was given instruction to prosecute for attempt at 
bribery. 

Question. From the Secretary's office? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Quest'ion. What did you mean by saying you requested parties to 

furnish you with other blanks ? 
Answer. They were to communicate with some of the Greenback 

or Democratic committee where they could get them, for them to 
furnish me, and the blank complaints came to· me in a larger envel
ope than this, and those I took out and this (blank Senatorial 
return) I left. I have no particular recollection just the time I 
received this one, but finding it in that envelope those were sent to 
me in, I came to the conclusion that it did come into my hands that 
way. No particle of writing came in it excepting the direction to 
me on the outside. 

Qiwstion. What did you mean when you said that you requested 
to be furnished with blanks so that in case town officers, who were 
against you, persisted in making them up wrong you might have the 
blank properly filled up and if necessary elect officers that would do 
it? 

Answer. I meant this, that the law allows the voters assembled 
under a warrant, when the town officers refuse to act, even though 
present, to elect enough to make a majority of the board. My 
judgment was they would have authority to elect, if a Clerk should 
refuse to act. 

Question. What did you mean by that they were to be prepared 
to stand by, and if the officers of the town did not do the right thing 
that the people might elect another board and make up the right 
returns? 

Answer. That the making is substantially, as I understand it 
under the law, in the hands of the voters ; that the officers are their 
servants and not their masters,-servants to do what the law 
requires of them, and they must do it right, and if they refuse and 
do it wrong it. is a neglect of duty and the law authorizes the voters 
to do it. 

Question. You proposed to be prepared for such an emergency? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

16 
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Qitestion. How long before election did you have consultation 
with parties in your party as to being prepared and armed with the 
proper documents in the event of election returns being made incor
rectly? 

Answer. After the canvass was getting pretty well along. 
Question. About how long? 
Answer. After they had got through with the discussion,-not 

through, because we had meetings clear up to Saturday night, but 
through the material part of the discussion ; then my attention was 
directed to the question of having, at the polls, a proper attendance 
of inspectors. 

Qitestion. Was that probably within ten days before election that 
you had this consultation and made this request? 

.Answer. It might have been, and it might have been less. 
Question. With whom did you consult or confer about that matter? 
.Answer. I cannot tell you any more definite than I have. I had 

the impresJion that I once or twice called Mr. Levi's attention that 
I thought he was not doing and was likely to miss. I do not 
recollect whom we had down there that was going up Calais way. 

Question. Who were the parties that came to town that you 
spoke of? 

Answer. I think it might have been a speaker, or Mr. McNichol 
or Charles R. Whidden. 

Question. Was Charles R. Whidden there? 
.Answer. I do not know as he was. 
Question. Did you see him within a month before election? 
Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. You were interested in this canvass? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. How long before election had you been nominated as 

County Attorney? 
Answer. My first nomination was in June by the Greenbackers, 

and after that by the Democrats ; when that was I cannot say. I 
was at Calais and saw Whidden once or twice between the two con
ventions. 

Question. Where were the conventions? 
Answer. I think both in Machias. 
Question. You were interested in the canvass ? 
Answer. I was not interested as a candidate till the Democratic 

convention. I was intending to withdraw and have another nomi
nated. 
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Question. But you took an interest after your second nomination? 
A.nswer. Yes; I took an interest before the convention was called. 
Question. You saw the speakers who came there? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. You spoke to parties who came to town about being 

prepared so you could have proper safeguards? 
Answer. I am a little mixed in regard to the two years. We 

were running a Fusion ticket two years. At some time Mr. Pierce 
was there, and it seems to me he was not there the last year. I 
know I sent by Pierce for certain things. 

Question. Did you talk with anybody about furnishing you proper 
safeguards for the polls two years ago? 

Answer. I did not: 
Question. Who was it you talked with, of certain parties that 

came to your town, about this matter of being furnished so that the 
polls might be properly guarded and there might be proper returns? 

Answer. I cannot tell absolutely. 
Question. Whom did you have in your mind when you said that 

you did talk with certain parties that came to your town? 
Answer. It might have been ·wallace Brown; I think he came 

down and brought a speaker, and he was going back to Calais. 
Question. You think you may have talked with him about that? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. When did you get that blank that you had? 
Answer. I cannot say. The :first I knew of it, it was inside this 

envelope that brought and contained those bribery blanks. 
Question. Was it in answer to any letter you had written to any-

body? 
Answer. It was not. 
Question. It came by mail? 
Answer. It is possible it might have come to Mr. Levi, or he 

might have brought it, but I think it came by mail, and came open; 
I think it came as a circular to me. 

Qiwstion. Postmarked where? 
Answer. Parties have told me they believed it came from Calais, 

but I have always had the impression it came from Augusta. 
Question. Printed matter? 
Answer. Yes. That envelope was big enough so it went in. I 

carried with it sheets of paper folded up which I wanted to take 
down evidence on, or what speakers said. 
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Question. Have you got the envelope they came in? 
Answer. No. That envelope tore out, soon after I was at 

Marion, so it would not hold anything, and I destroyed the envelope 
and threw it into the waste basket ; then I put all my memoranda 
into this other one and this broke down some. 

Question. That envelope is gone? 
Answer. That wore out in my pocket. 
Question. It was your impression that that came from Augusta? 
Answer. That is my impression, but somebody undertook to tell 

me those blanks were printed at Whidden's, but I supposed they 
came from Augusta. 

Question. That was your impression at the time? 
Answe1·. It was. 
Question. You had the blank at Marion when you went there? 
Answer. I had these other papers, and I think likely I had that 

with memoranda at that time ; when I found it I found it with those 
in it. 

Question. Where did you get this envelope that you have here? 
Answer. It was inside of that one that included those other 

blanks with a return there is in there, because when that original 
envelope broke down, the outside enyelope, I transferred them inside 
the other. 

Question. This had nothing to do with the original papers that 
came to you? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. The things that came to you in the original envelope, 

you supposed were from Augusta, were blanks, and this was one of 
them? 

Answer. That came just as it is, and the others were blanks with 
an envelope right over the whole. 

Question. The larger envelope contained the other blanks, and 
this (blank return) included? 

Answer. Yes. That is my first knowledge of it. I found it in there 
and consulted it whenever I wished. 

Question. This blank contained in this envelope is a blank Sena
torial return ? 

Answer. It is. 
Question. The same as comes from the Secretary of State to Town 

Officers? 
Answer. I suppose so. 
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Question. It is headed "Blank No. 2. Return of votes for Sena
tors. Town• of [blank J County of [blank. J [blank J Senatorial 
District. 1879"? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. At the bottom "Impm·tant ! Notice to Clerks"? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. With the notices following? 
Answer. Yes. 
Q11,estion. And blanks for the votes on the other pages? 
Answer. Yes, and containing reference to the Statutes and Con

stitution. 
Question. And that blank came in the envelope which you now 

band to me? 
Answer. I found it in there, the first I knew of it. 
Question. And this envelope is directed in printing : '· For the Sec-

1·etary of State, Augusta, Maine. This contains a list of votes given 
by the Inhabitants of the Town of [blank J in the County of [blank J 
for Senators for the [blank J Senatorial district, on the second Mon
day of September, 1879, sealecl itp in open town meeting by [three 
blanks] Selectmen. Attest [blank] Town Cle1·k"? Did you advise 
the Clerk of Marion to make up a new return after election? 

Answer. Substantially, yes; but perhaps not quite, yes. 
Questi'on. State what you advised the Town Clerk in Marion? 
Answer. Mr. Fenderson of Marion, and the Town Clerk, came to 

my place, so I was informed by my wife when I arrived home one 
day, to see me in regard to a claim which the town or town treasurer 
of Marion had against Fenderson as tax collector, which they wished 
me to investigate. 

Question. This was after election? 
Answer. Yes. Not finding me there they made an arrangement, 

so my wife said, that I should go up Saturday ; and what has gone 
before in those affidavits, has shown to me where I was to he Satur
day and why I could not go. I could not go Saturday, but I was 
not engaged for the next day after my visit to Eastport, and I told 
her so. So the next day after my return from Eastport I went to 
Marion to attend to that matter. Before that Fenderson had asked 
me to see to it that James R. Talbot, Democratic candidate for Sen
ator got a vote which they had cheated him out of, and he thought I 
would be able to fix it so he would have his rights. He seemed to 
feel a good deal annoyed about it. When I got there I told him to 

• 
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tell Smith, the Town Clerk, who represented the Town Treasurer in 
this investigation, to come up. He says, '' Now I want you to quiz 
him in regard to what I told you in regard to this vote and get it 
right if you can." I told him I would, and so I says, '' Tell him to 
bring up the record of the meeting of September eighth." .. When he 
came he brought it and expressed a great deal of surprise and some
what of temerity, and I thought was a little shy. He did not know 
why that had anything to do with the matter on which I came. I told 
him I was interested in the canvass and wanted to see how my vote 
stood recorded-if it was right-and all my friends. He said they 
were all right, and opened the record and I inspected it. I think 
our majority was only two. I noticed that he had not recorded the 
whole number of ballots thrown, in any case .. I asked him if, in 
making up his return, he ha1 reported the whole number of votes in 
each of those cases and he said he had followed the blank. I said, 
'' You have no doubt about that?" and he said he had' 'not any doubt 
about it all." I said, '' On this Senatorial question, have you got 
enough here so that by this you can tell how many the whole number 
of ballots was that you returned for Senators?" He said he could. 
I asked him to tell me how he got at it. He said he added them 
all together. I says, "Are yon sure of that?" He says "Yes." I then 
says, '' You have got it as much again as it ought to be." He 
disputed me ; I told him that the law required him to record the 
number of ballots first and then give a copy of the whole thing. He 
disputed that, and said if there was anything wrong about it our 
folks were to blame who had sent the blank, for he had followed 
the directions. I told him no, that we had got one that probably 
came from the same source, and we would look at it together, and 
see how it was. I took that out and we examined it, and in looking 
at the law and the explanations he and I both came to the conclu
sion what it should be. He told me how much he had returned and 
he said it was wrong. He said they had always been wrong,.and 
that he had done just as they had done for twenty years, or perhaps 
more. I says, '' By the number of votes given for each Senator it 
shows that Mr. Bradford's name was stricken from two of the bal
lots, as Mr. Fenderson alleges, and Mr. Harris' name was stricken 
from two, as Mr. Fenderson alleges, and now Mr. Fenderson alleges 
that he knows the identical men who wrote James R. Talbot's name 
over those erasures and knows they put the votes in, and your whole 
number of ballots indicates it for the other officers. Now, I think 
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you have cheated him out of one ballot;" he says, "You have, and 
this looks like it." We went into a discussion and he said it was 
otherwise. I told him that if his whole number of votes was right, 
I thought in comparing the two the Governor and Council would be 
able to determine and perhaps correct that, and Mr. Talbot could 
get the other vote. 

Qiwstion. Diel you advise him to make a new return? 
Answer. I asked him, therefore, if he had not better take that 

blank and make a new return and send it on. He indicated to my 
mind that he was afraid it would be improperly used if sent that 
way. I said I did '' not mean it-and it never ought to be used as 
a return made up in open town meeting ; but put on tho date of the 
making of it and the reason why, if you please, and an affidavit 
stating your return you are satisfied is wrong and you want this as 
evidence to do justice if admissible, and if you wish the oath ad
ministered I will administer it to you." He finally declined and said 
that, as it was, in his belief, the return would be rejected, and it 
would help the Republicans ; .and if he made that correction, or put 
that in as evidence, it would help the Democrats or Fusionists; he 
would not do it for that reason. That ended there, and that is all 
there was about it. That went back into my pocket. 

Question. I hold in my hand the affidavit made by the Town Clerk 
of Marion. [Mr. Hale read the affidavit. J 

Answer. I wish to add this: that he added further that if I could 
get a majority of the Selectmen to draw that up and order him to 
certify it he would. I smiled, and said it was no consequence, only 
lost two votes, and I did not believe it was material, so far as our 
majority, only to take care of the others. He was not only Clerk 
and Chairman of Selectmen, but his brother-in-law was another 
of the Selectmen, and there was only one Democrat. How in the 
world was I going to get a majority when the two would be likely to 
be governed by him? 

Qiwstion. Did you act as County Attorney the last term of Court? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Did you, previous to acting as County Attorney, get 

instruction of anybody as to whether you had any right to appear 
before the grand jury? 

Answer. I do not think I did. I might have talked it over. I 
got the Decision of the Court and read it. Our Court was Tuesday. 
On :Monday Judge Peters came down about night. I did not see 
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him, but Judge Milliken rode with him and he had handed him a 
printed Opinion of the Court. He was somewhat elated. I was a 
little anxious to look at it; he wanted Mr. Longfellow to read it. 
He was busy and declined ; I volunteered to read it and did so, and 
discussed it somewhat as I went along, perhaps opposed it pretty 

violently. 
Qitestion. I did not ask you that ; I asked you whether you had 

the advice of anybody as to your right to go before the grand jury? 
An~iver. No. 
Question. Didn't you ask the Judge whether you had any right to 

go before the grand jury ? 
Answer. I did not, I was in the court among members of the bar; 

the Judge had given his charge to the jury and they were to retire, 
and he told them that an offi<.:er would attend them and that the 
County Attorney would attend them ; I nodded assent ; I did not 
move ; I waited to see if Mr. Rounds proposed to move. He did 
not move; I went; quite a number of the members of the bar,
McNichol for one, and I think Lynch,-nudged me and ordered me 
to go and I went. 

Question. You waited to see if l\fr. Rounds would go? 
Answer. I gave him an opportunity to start first if he saw fit. 

BY l\fa. STROUT: 
Question. How many years have you been in the practice of law? 
.Answer. I was admitted to the bar in Oxford county in August, 

eighteen hundred and fifty-four, I think. 
Question. I understood you to say that you received this blank 

from some source,-you cannot now designate for what reason? 
Answe1·. I received these as circulars and paid but very little 

attention, laid the package down ; when I came to look it over I 
found that it contained these blanks for bribery. I took these and 
filed them at my house and left them there for certain reasons; then, 
or shortly subsequently, I saw this other in there; the first I saw of 
it, it was in that envelope. 

Question. What was your purpose in applying for this blank? 
did you not say you wanted it because it contained the law? 

Answer. That was a part. It contained the law and the form 
which was to be carried out in making these returns, which vrns sub
stantially the same in every case with the exception that the number 
of the Senatorial district was given here. 

Question. Diel you expect to be present at any other town meet
ing than your own? 
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.Answer. No, and that is what I wanted to instruct outside for. 
I calculated to take care of my own town myself. 

Question. Diel you give them the forms of this blank? 
.Answer. No; I never said a word to Selectmen. It was to these 

parties who were what you might call Inspectors. 
Question. Did you or they write off any forms from this blank? 
Answer. No; when they asked me, if I knew and could explain 

to them without showing that, that was not taken out. If they 
wanted to know anything I could not make them understand without 
it I took that out; but I found those Greenbackers quite intelligent 
about these matters. 

Qiwstion. This law on this blank is an extract from the Revised 
Statutes of the State of Maine? 

Answer. It tells for itself; I guess there is some Constitution in it. 
Question. There is a resolve to apportion the State for Senators, 

and that had nothing to do with making out the return? 
.Answer. No. 
Qiwstion. This is the Statute law, and you have been a lawyer 

for many years. Did I understand you to say you carried this 
around for the purpose of instructing those outside parties as to 
what sort of a return they should make up, when it simply has upon 
it an extract from chapter four of the Revised Statutes? 

.Answer. I have in my practice had but very little to do with the 
election laws up to this year. 

Question. Yon knew where the law was? 
Answer. I could have fonnd it, but when I was in my carriage, 

and perhaps in the woods and met men, I could not consult my 
book, and if I could have this in my hand and read it to them, 
if I did not happen to answer something they called my attention to, 
I could refresh my mind. 

Question. Don't you think you could carry the election law quite 
as well in your mind without carrying around that blank, as a man 
that was not accustomed to the law? 

Answer. I do not think I could much better. 
Question. Did you ever read that before? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiw;tion. Is there anything there which will give you the informa

tion you say you wanted this blank to impart, as to the method of 
making up the returns? 

Answer. There might be; a man's memory might be a little 
mixed. 
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Question. Whether or not there is in this printed extract from the 
Revised Statutes all the law that is necessary for you to instruct a 
man how to make up returns? 

Answer. Yes; and not only that but the form of making the 
returns. 

Que8tion. Is this blank, which is a Senatorial return, a form which 
would apply to a return made for Representatives or County Officers? 

Answer. It would with proper changes, I take it. 
Question. In the return for County Officers are not the printed 

headings entirely different? 
Answer. Yes; but when the Selectmen were making it up they 

would have that printed heading, but getting familiar with this with 
me they would readily understand any of it. 

Question. They would not if a man refused to do his duty as you 
supposed? 

Answer. I did not suppose they would refuse when their attention 
was called to it. 

Question. If they did not refuse what necessity would there be of 
electing a new board, or filling up the board in order to make it so 
that yon would have the machinery by which you could make up 
the return? 

Answer. They would keep the meeting open till they could get 
the blanks or make them. 

Question. vV ould that single return you had enable them to do it? 
Answer. Not to do that. 
Question. Revise your recollection and state whether or not it is a 

fact that you had that blank return in your pocket for the purpose of 
enabling you to instruct outside parties how to act in case the 
Sel~ctmen refused to do their duty and make up the returns required 
by law? 

Answer. Yes; and also it gave me to understand what the record 
ought to contain. 

Question. You say that as a lawyer? 

Answer. For me as a lawyer. 
Question. That having that Senatorial return you could instruct a 

man when you met him in your carriage, in general terms, without 
giving him the blank, so he could go home and remember from that 
and make up a return for County Officers or Representatives? 

Answer. Or let him have the blank and.I could have got another 
one if the Town Clerk had a surplus. 
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Question. Did you ever know a Town Clerk to have a surplus? 
Answer. Yes; Mr. Smith had one-not for this purpose. but a 

town warrant. 

Qiwstion. How many Town Clerks, or how many persons did yon 
instrud in the several towns in relation to this matter, and who 
were they? 

A11swer. One man I instructed was this same Mr. Fenderson, 
although he had been a Town Officer. He asked for information 
and I gave it. It did not require a blank to give what he asked ; I 
don't think I displayed it to him. 

Question. Can you tell any other person that you instructed in 
relation to this matter after you received this blank? 

Answer. I cannot now. In town we had it talked over. Dennis 
Collins may have been one. 

Question. You were yourself there in town to look after it? 
Answer. Yes; when they stopped receiving ballots I found Mr. 

Rogers and Mr. Collins and several other Greenhackers determined 
to stay and look after it. I considered them competent. And 
Albert Farnsworth had agreed that he wouhl stay and see it was all 
right. I told them I was going home and would not come down 
again till telegrams came; I went home and got my supper. 

Question. Had you instructed those men from this blank? 
Answe1·. It is possible, but I cannot swear I did. 
Question. Can you recollect any single person other than those 

you have stated? 
Answer. Not any individual. 
Question. Can you recollect you did to any person other than 

Fenderson? 
Answer. I know they had enquired of me. 
Question. Whom? 
Answer. I cannot tell, but a good many of them in different 

towns. 
Question. Mr. Fenderson was in the same town with Mr. Smith, 

and .lVIr. Bridges and Mr. Thompson in Marion; are either of those 
Democrats? 

Answer. Bridges and Fenderson are Greenbackers. 
Qnestion. Bridges,- one of tlHJ Selectmen whose duty it was to 

make these returns up,-was a Greenbacker? 

Ani,wer. Yes. 
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FEBRUARY 28, 1880, A. M. 

EnmABI K. Sl\IART, examinatton continued. 

BY MR. HALE: 
Question. Did you have occasion to take out the blank return, 

"Exhibit 10, G. D. B., Clerk of Conwl'ittee," which you say came 
to yon with the blanks for prosecution? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you, while you had it with you, from time to time? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. In doing so do you say you wore out the envelope in 

which it came? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. I now call your attention to that ·return, and ask you to 

state whether it is not a perfectly clean return upon its face,: and 
upon its back? 

.Answer. Yes, I should think so. My intention was to keep it 
pretty clean. 

Question. Are you not mistaken when you say that this return. 
which appears to be as Yirgin white as it was when it was issued 
from the office:, could have been carried about by you and taken out 
ancl looked at frequently-as you say, so frequently that you wore 
out the envelope in which it was put,-and leave it in the condition 
it appears now? 

.Answe1·. The return was inside the envelope for it; and the en
yelope in it thus enclosed was inside the other envelope. 

Question. Inform the Committee how you could have examined 
the quotation from the Revised Statutes which is upon the inside of 
the blank return, without taking it out and examining it? 

Answer. I could not without that. 
Question. How do you account for that return being perfectly clean 

and white if you had it about with you and were ta:,dng it out and 
using or examining it as you say? 

Answe;', I account for it because it was thus kept within the en
closures. 

Question. I notice the envelope you produce is considerably worn? 
Answer. Yes; after this origin~! envelope broke, then I took my 

other memoranda relating to this matter and put inside this envelope. 
Those others were taken out and put in when this was not touched ; 
that is what disfigured that (envelope). 
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Question. I just asked you if you had not occasion to look at this 
blank return frequently, and you said you had? 

Answer. Yes; but not so many times as the others. 
Q'uestion. Still, it was taken out and put into that envelope? 
Answer. It w~s. 
Question. That envelope appears to be dirty on the face of it? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Refresh yonr memory and tell us where the complaints 

for bribery came from ? 
Answer. I supposed, as I haYe stated, that they came from 

Augusta, but from whose office or what person I cannot say; parties 
that were acting with us,-I mean the Greenback and Democratic 
committees in Augusta,-! supposed it came from them; but Mr. 
McNichol told me that these blanks, he thought, were printed by 
Charles Whidden, and I must have got them from him; but I can
not say anything about that. 

Question. How did they come to you? 
Answer. By mail. 
Question. Was there not any letter with those blanks? 
Answer. Not a particle, not a word said; it was an open envelope 

with less postage than would have been required if it had been 
sealed. 

Question. Had you had any conversation with any person about 
it before? 

Answer. I had, as I stated, asked parties to get them for me. 
Question. What parties had you asked for them? 
Answer. I think I had asked Mr. Levi. 
Question. Had you talked with Mr. Whidden about it? 
Answer. Possibly I did; if he was down there I undoubtedly did. 
Question. Haven't you any recollection about it? 
Answer. Not in regard to Whidden's being down there; I have 

the impression he was not down there such a time as I would be 
likely to have talked with him. 

Question. Do you testify you have no recollection of talking with 
Whidden in relation to these blank complaints for bribery, before 

election? 
Answer. I don't think I did, but I might. 
Question. WhoJ?- else besides Levi did you talk with about them? 
Answer. In our town I exhibited them to our people generally. 
Question. Before election? 
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Answer. Yes. 
Question. ·what leading man in your county did you have conver

sation with? 
Answer. I do not think I did with those outside of Pembroke. 
Question. Prior to election did you see Governor Garcelon or F. 

l\L Fogg, one of the Council? 
Answer. I never saw them in my life; yes, I have seen Governor 

Garcelon before he was Governor,-twice, I think, in Democratic 

conventions. 
Qiiestion. Did you know of their being down in Washington 

county in August? 
Answer. I knew they had been down, after they had been down 

and retnrned. 
Question. When was that? 
Answer. I cannot tell ; that was before election wasn't it? 

Question. Yes. 
Answe1·. That brings to mind, it seems to me I was in Calais and 

in conversation with McNichol, and that was communicated to me. 
Question. What? 
Answer. That Garcelon had been down. I did not know that 

:Fogg and others had been down as I recollect. 
Question. Fogg and what others? 
Answe1·. I do not know anything about it only what I hear~ 

through the papers and what I recollect of the information given to 
me then. How I recollect distinctly of Garcelon's being spoken of 
is, of his recommendation to his friends in regard to voting the 
ticket. There was a little split. 

Question. Fogg and Garcelon, and what others did you hear of 

being there ? 
Answer. I do not know that I did hear of others bnt I think I 

recognize the names you mention. I am not familiar with those and 
never saw one of them in my life, and never had any correspondence 

with them. 
Questfon. Was it or not about the time that Fogg, Garcelon and 

others met at Calais, that you received this package of blanks by 
mail? 

Answer. I cannot say; it might have been. 
Question. Do you know where they met? 
Answer. I have the impression that they occupied the St. Croix 

Hotel. 
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Question. There was a general meeting at that time of Democratic 
and Greenback leaders? 

Answer. I do not think it was generally known, or I think I should 
have known it. I should judge it was not known that he was com
ing; if it was, it was not communicated to us in outside towns. 

Question. After they had been there, you heard they had been 
there? 

Answer. The first time I heard I think was in conversation with 
McNichol in his office. 

Question. vV asn't it about that time that you received these 
blanks? 

Answer. If you could tell me the date of their visit. 
Question. From August fifth to August twelfth. 
Answer. I think it must have been after they were there. 
Qu,estion. It was a few days after they were there? 
Answer. I should judge I did not get them so long before election 

as that. 
Question. Assuming the fact that the time of the meeting at the 

St. Croix, of whfoh you have spoken, was somewhere from the fifth 
to the twelfth of August, have you any doubt that it was betw~en 
that and the election that you received these blanks? 

Answer. I should think so. 
Question. You have seen affidavits here presented you that you 

drew up? 
Answer. I have. 
Question. Were those all the affidavits yon remember of drawing 

and having signed? 
.Answer. I think so; I do not recollect any other. I am referring 

now to affidavits to which my jurat or some jurat was attached. I did 
make a statement of what I understood to be the law in regard to 
everything excepting my own affidavit-in regard to the Edmunds 
return. Before I made that affidavit I had had the impression that 
if I could prove that the persons who voted for '' E. K. Smart" 
intended to cast their votes for me,-by their personal testimony,
the law would authorize them to be counted with those cast for 
"Ephraim K. Smart;" but subsequently, on the evening of the day 
I was at Marion, I took the law, examined it carefully, and came to 
the conclusion that if the Legislature did intend to accomplish that, 
they had not done it. Therefore in my brief I did not mention 
Edmunds,-threw it in as the fellow threw in his punctuation points, 
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in a lump,-to go for what those who got it might think it was 
worth ; instead of getting the evidence of those men I put in my 
own as hearsay; if they saw fit to look at it, all right; if they did 
not, they need not. You understand that these were sent, as I sup
posed, to get into the hands of the county Greenback or Democratic 
committee to be forwarded, as I supposed, to the committee of the 
same party here, so that they might have in their hands whatever 
would be needed, as circumstances might require, to be used before 
the Legislature, or before the Governor and Council; or where it 
might be proper to use them. 

Question. Are the affidavits produced here, together with your 
own, concernin;: which you have just testified, all the affidavits you 
remember of ta;(~ng in relation to this matter of election? 

Answer. Yes; but I drew up, with the intention of taking, four 
affidavits as required by that letter of Mr. Burns, and by direction 
that I am satisfied came by a person from Mr. 1\foNichol to me, on 
which I went on Saturday of the week that I went to Marion, and 
the same week I went to Robbinston. I intended when I went up, 
to perform what was required,-take the affidavits ; but I drew them 
up, and when I came to learn the facts,-when I came to find the 
men,-they were not all there ; there was but one that I could find, 
and he told me that the man who was away to sea knew more about 
it than he, and I better come some other time when he was there ; 
so I brought them right back, and you have seen the very memo
randum which I made in regard to that, but no affidavits. 

Question. ·with the exception of the affidavits which appear here 
and the affidavit you say you gave, were there any other affidavits 
taken by you, signed and sworn to by the parties, to your recollec
tion? 

Answer. I do not think they were, not one. 
Question. I understand you to say that your object in the first 

place was to discover bribery. Was there a single affidavit taken 
and returned here which bears upon the question of bribery? 

Answer. I think you misapprehended; I do not think there is. 
Q0uestion. Do you wish to be understood as saying in your explan

ation just given to me, but by your request not taken by the stenogra
pher, that owing to the letter which you have exhibited and infor~a
tion which reached you in relation to alleged bribery you were led to 
investigate into this matter of the informality of returns, to meet it? 

Answer. That was it. 
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Question. So that your intention was to meet this alleged bribery 
by such informalities as you should find in the returns? 

Answer. That is what I intended. 
Question. Now, you did not take a single affidavit to be returned 

to the Governor and Council in relation to bribery ; but you did try 
to find all the technical errors and informalities that you could in 
relation to the returns? 

Answer. Yes; that was what I was after; I will answer I did not, 
and I tried to find all the irregularities in regard to the election, and 
the records of the town. I guess I did not understand your first 
question. 

Question. )V-hat informalities or defects in the election did you 
find concerning which you took any testimony to return to the Gov
ernor and Council excepting as to technical defects in the returns ? 

Answer. I took two affidavits of persons at Dennnysville in re
gard to the manner in which the election was carried on, the ballot
box being carried out into the street by one of the Selectmen,-the 
others not present, not in open town meeting,-and receiving votes 
and then coming in and completing the election. 

Question. That was all? 
Answer. No; I took two affidavits in regard to the conduct of the 

election at Charlotte; I took three affidavits in Robbinston in regard 
to the record of the election, to correct that-to show for whom the 
electors voted,-the record not showing definitely enough. 

Question. The last three were taken in your own favor to show 
that '' E. K. Smart" meant yourself? 

Answer. Not one of them was taken in my own favor. My own, 
affidavit was taken in my own favor in regard to Edmunds. 

Question. The others cover the point of Wallace and ·wilder? 
Answer. Yes; none of the affidavits were taken in reference to 

the returns before the Governor and Council, for I did not know 
what they were. 

Question. When did you first hear the question talked about in 
relation to counting out the defective returns, by any person? 

Answer. The first conversation I recollect of having, that is dis
tinct in my mind, is a conversation somewhere I should say about 
November-may have been later and may have been earlier-with 
General Murray, in which he informed me--

Question. I did not ask you for the conversation? 
17 
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Answer. I shall wish to put that in before we get through. 
Question. Did you have conversation, in relation to this matter of 

the returns, with the two "\Vhiddens or either of them? 
Answer. I think if I did with either of them it was as late as the 

twenty-sixth of December, when I went to Calais to inform Mr. 
Rounds that I had received a certificate of election, and ask him 
what he had to say, and I will state )iere that he replied--

Question. Did your hear my question? [Stenographer reads ques
tion to witness. J , 

.Answer. I cannot say that I did, but my impression is I did. 
Qiwstion. Did you have any conversation with Mr. Leavitt in 

regard to the matter? 
Answer. Ever? 
Question. I will limit it from the time of the annual election to the 

first day of January ; did you have any conversation with him in 
Eastport in relation to the counting-out or to defects in returns? 

Answer. General Leavitt? 
Question. Yes. 
Answer. I did, on Sunday next after Thanksgiving, which I think 

was the twenty-seventh of November; and I think this was the last 
day of November. 

Question. Had you had any conversation with S. D. Leavitt or 
any letters from him, upon that subject, before that time? 

Answer. I do not think I had. 
Question. Do you testify that you had not? 
Answer. I recollect of having a conversation with him the day 

before I went to Marion, and asking him if he knew whether the 
returns had been opened, and he said they had not been opened ; 
whether he knew the minds or could give me any indications of the 
minds of the Governor and Council, as to what view they would 

, take on some questions that might arise, mentioning some of them. 
What is the subject you asked about? 

Question. Do you testify that you had not had conversation with 
S. D. Leavitt in relation to this counting-out business and defects in 
returns, prior to the conversation which you say you had with him 
before you went to Marion,-or any communication with him? 

Answer. I do not think I had any correspondence with him on 
that. I will say I did not prior to that time, unless this conversation 
which I have referred to, in which I tried to ascertain whether he 
knew the opinion on certain legal points, which might come up, in 
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the minds of the Governor and Council, or any of them ; and he 
did not know so far as they were concerned. 

Question. 1Vhy do you wish constantly to reiterate the fact that 
General Leavitt told you he did not know what was in the minds of 
the. Governor and Council about counting out, in answer to a simple 
question I put you? 

Answer. I do not think I have; I have not intended to reiterate. 
If I have it is a defect in my nature. 

Question. Had you had any correspondence with any person in 
Augusta,- any State official or any person in Augusta,-in relation 
to the returns from the several towns in your county, at any time 
prior to January first, other than the letters which you say you wrote 
Mr. Pillsbury, and received from him? 

Answer. I think not. 
Question. Do you testify you had not? 
Answer. I cannot tell, but I do not think I had. 
Question. Have you received any verbal communication from 

either of them by any other person, or any written communication 
or any printed blanks? 

Answer. No, I do not think I have; not to my knowledge. 
Question. You do not know where they came from? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Do you know where that blank came from that has 

been identified? 
Answer. I do not. 
Question. You cannot tell even from what source you received it? 
Answer. No; nothing more definite. 
Question. Yon cannot give any information as to what party sent 

it or handed it to you? 
Answer. I cannot; my impression is that the whole thing was 

handed to me from the Post-master. 
QuesNon. Tell me of what service was the envelope marked 

"Exhibit 10, G. D. B., Clerk of Committee," which appears to be 
an envelope for a return of the Senatorial vote to the Secretary of 
State? 

Answer. To keep the enclosure clean. 
Question. Did it require a printed envelope to keep that enclosure 

clean? 
Answer. I think not; I tendered it to the Town Clerk of Marion. 
Question. For what purpose? 
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Answer. For the purpose of his making up a correct statement of 
a return which should have been made at the time; for him to put 
on a statement of fact,-the reason why made, and send to the Sec
retary of State. 

Questfon. So you tendered to the Town Clerk of Marion this 
official blank "No 2," for Senators, so that he could enclose in it the 
corrected return, which you have explained about, and return it to 
the Secretary of State? 

Answer. With a proper statement as to when made up and how. 
Question. Is it true that you tendered it to him for the purpose of 

enclosing in it the return of which you have spoken, and sending it 
back to the Secretary of State? 

Answer. By himself? Yes. 
Question. Tell me why he needed for that purpose a blank to be 

signed by the Selectmen and Town Clerk, in the official form which 
is used for returning regular returns sealed up in open town meet
ing; what was the object of his using that particular form of blank 
instead of a common envelope? 

Answer. No object, excepting it was all I had to tender him. 
Question. Was that all he had? 
Answer. I do not know; he exhibited nothing. 
Questfon. Was it a difficult thing to get an envelope to return a 

printed document in, where he lived? 
Answer. I presume not ; it might be to get a large one. 
Question. You not only offered him a blank return, but a blank 

official envelope to return that to the Sec~etary of State? 
Answe1·. I offered him just what I had, and nothing more. 
Question. Did you say anything to him in relation to how this 

envelope should be signed on the outside? 
Answer. Not at all, with the exception that he should make his 

statement on it, so it would carry the facts, so it could not be used 
for improper purposes. ' 

Questfon. Do you state that he was to put on the back of this 
envelope the date when it was sealed up? 

Answer. Either on the back or on the inside, anywhere he saw 
fit. 

Quest-ion. Can you swear that you told him to put upon this 
envelope anything excepting to fill the blanks which appear upon it? 

Answer. The envelope, or enclosure, I do. My impression is I 
suggested to him it better be on the outside. 
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Question. Do you remember that now? 
Answer. That is my impression. 
Question. What gives you that impression? 
Answer. A recollection of what transpired. 
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Que~tion. Did you advise him to put it on mor/than one place? 
Answer. No. 
Question. You think you told him to put it on the envelope, on 

the outside? 
Answer. Or wherever he preferred. 
Question. You think you advised him to put it on the outside, 

that is your impression? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. That would leave the return on the inside clean? 
Answer. Yes. My intention was that he should put it on to every 

bit of paper that he sent along so it could not be misapprehended. . 
Question. What did you say and what did you do? 
Answe1·. I cannot absolutely say that I said in both places, or 

only one; but I do recollect distinctly of saying, or wherever else he 
saw fit, to make it sure. He raised the point, or I thought from his 
appearance, he thought it might be used for improper purposes. I 
made the remark, '' If you so think, and it possibly might, it would 
be better for you and it would be the proper way, and it never ought 
to be used excepting as evidence, you put it on that way; then if it 
is used at all it will be used as evidence." 

Question. Have you not stated to this Committee that your im
pression was that your direction to him was to put this statement, 
of which you have just testified, upon the outside? 

Answer. I have; I think that was my first. 
Question. Have not you stated you only directed him to put it in 

one place? 
Answer. I do not think I did. 
Question. Do you say you did not? 
Answe1·. No. [Stenographer reads testimony of witness upon 

this point. J That is it. 
Question. Your testimony has been read to you and you say 

'' That is it?" 
Answer. No; I say this; I say that the inference from what he 

has read would be straight enough ; and my impression is that I 
advised him to put it on to both. 

Question. You now say it is your impression you advised him to 
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put the date when the return was made and sealed up, upon both 
the envelope a11d the return? 

Answer. It is. 
Question. And that was after you saw the drift of my question, as 

to how the return would be left? 
Answer. Yes, but not with reference to that. It was with refer

ence to the fact that it was discussed if it was in one place the other 
paper might be used improperly ; and my impression is I told him it 
would be proper to put it on to everything he sent, and from that 
recollection of the discussion on that point between him and me, the 
whole thing was brought up. 

Question. Had you had any intimation from any person, at that 
time, that the Governor and Council would receive an amended 
return to correct a defective return, defective as that of the town of 
Marion was? 

Answer. No, sir; I never had received from any person any 
information that the Governor and Council would receive that. 

Question. ·what was the defect in the return of l\Iarion? 
Answer. The whole number of ballots was not given. 
Question. Before the day you went to Marion, had you ever known 

a case where a return was rejected because the blank for the whole 
number of ballots was not filled up in the return? 

Answer, No, sir. 
Question. Had you ever heard of such a case? 
Answer. I had not. 
Question. What information did you receive that led you to sup

pose that a different course would be adopted by the Governor and 
Council than that which you had ever heard of before? 

Answer. I never had any; but my object in this was to correct an 
alleged error in the vote of Mr. Talbot, as I have stated. 

Que.-;tion. ·who alleged it to he an error? 
Answer. Mr. Fenderson. 
Question. One of the Selectmen? 
Answer. No; a citizen of the town. 
Question. From what source had he learned that fact? 
Answer. He was present at the election, and protested at the 

time against the number of votes, and said he was entitled to one 
more. He had requested me at that time to get it straightened up 
and get evidence if I could, so it would be straightened up at 
Augusta. 
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Question. Was what you undertook to correct, the one vote, or 
was it the fact that the return did not contain the whole number of 
ballots? 

Answer. I wanted to correct the whole; but it was with reference 
to getting some evidence that they could discover there was that 
defect, with testimony that might be put in afterwards. 

Question. Did you take any testimony afterward? 
Answer. I did not. 
Question. ·when did you consult with Fenderson about this mat

ter? 
Answer. Fenderson had seen me prior to that. I do not know 

when, but I think at Pembroke, and at this time before Smith the 
Town Clerk was sent for to come up on business ; he had requested 
me when Smith was there to try and get out this matter which he 
had talked with me about before. I told him to tell Smith to bring 
up his record. That is all the conversation with regard to it that 
Fenderson and I had had. 

Question. That was the error you were trying to correct? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you give any notice to either of the canaidates on 

the other side who were to be affected by it? 
.A.nswe1·. l did not. 
Question. Did you suppose that you could take an ex-parte affi

davit in relation to one vote, without giving notice to the candidates 
on the other side, and that would be corrected before the Governor 
and Council? 

Answer. I did not propose to take any affidavit. 
Qnestion. Any evidence? 
Answer. I supposed Mr. Talbot might take some, and take the 

proper course. 
Question. Before the Governor and Council? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Therefore you proposed to send in an amended return to 

the Governor and. Council, with a view of correcting th~t one vote 
without giving any notice to the candidates affected by it? 

Answer. I did. 
Question. You considered that would be taken as testimony? 
Answer. I do not know as I did. 
Question. Had you ever heard of a record being made up in that 

way, and sent to the Governor and Council, without the other side 
being notified, and considered by them? 
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Answer. No, I do not think I had, up to that time. 
QuesUon. Who suggested that idea to you? 
Answer. Nobody. It suggested itself to .'ne. 
Question. That was a part of the means you were acting upon to 

counteract the alleged bribery that had been used? 
Answer. I did not regard it so; this ,vas a matter of fair play 

under any circumstances. 
Question. Do you state that it was (air play for you to go to the 

town of Marion and undertake to get a corrected return in the 
absence of, and without the knowledge of, the other candidates to 

be affected by it? 
Answer. I do not understand I was undertaking to get a corrected 

return, but to get a statement of facts which might be used as evi
dence, provided it was so thought by the parties to whom it was to 
be sent,-the Governor and Council. 

Question. Do you consider that it was fair play for you to go to 
the town of Marion and attempt to get evidence ex-pa,rte, behind the 
backs of the candidates to be affected, without their knowledge, 
which should affect their election, to be sent to th~ Governor and 
Council to be used by them, under any condition of affairs? 

Answer. I am not confined to yes or no. What I did at Marion 
at that time I understood and believed, and do now, to be a matter 

of fair play. 
Question. You think that course by you was unpartisan and a fair 

one for you to pursue? 
Answer. I do. 
Question. What other municipal officers did you see in ,v ashing

ton county in relation to the returns, or the correction of their 
records, from the time of the annual ·election to the sitting of the 

Legislature? 
Answer. I never interviewed any other officer in regard to returns 

at all ; that is my recollection of it now ; but in regard to records, I 
did the Town Clerk of Edmunds, and the Town Clerk of Perry and 
the Town Clerk of Robbinston. 

Question. Those were the only three you saw in relation to their 

records? 
Answer. I think so ; that is my recollection at the present time. 
Question. How many Town Clerks or Selectmen had you seen, in 

relation to the method of making up their returns or making up their 
records, before election? 
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Answer. I do not think I had seen any Town Clerk or Selectman 
in regard to their making up their records, officials then in office. 

Question. ·what persons had you seen before election in relation 
to the manner in which the official returns or records should be 
made up? 

Answer. I cannot tell you all. I recollect having conversation 
with Mr. Wheeler of Whiting, in regard to the necessity of looking 
out to see that the records w~re made right and the returns made 
right, to stick by. 

Question. Whom else? 
Answer. Our own people,-Dennis Collins, Albert S. Farnsworth, 

Barnard Rogers of Pembroke. 
Question. Anybody else? 
Answer. I cannot say now,-but I would not wonder if I had. 
Question. Can you remember the name of a single person that you 

had conversation with in relation to the subject last inquired of, 
excepting those you named? 

Answer. I should judge I had. 
Question. I ask your recollection? 
Answer. It is my impression from my recollection that Mr. Wil

liamson of Meddybemps-I forget his given name-an« Mr. Bearce 
of Meddybemps. 

Question. Whom else ? 
Answer. I do not remember. 
Question. Still, you used this envelope that you received, till you 

wore it out in the service ; is that true? 
Answer. Yes, both before and after. The envelope broke so that 

it would not contain the enclosures ; I do not think it was worn out. 
Question. Don't you call the envelope marked ••Exhibit 10," etc., 

worn? 
Answer: Probably that one, before it broke, was worn like this, 

but I do not call that worn out. The other was in a worse condition 

than this. 
Question. Where did you keep the blanks and the envelopes when 

you were at home ? 
Answer. The blanks for bribery complaints I kept at the house; 

I took them out and separated them ; they were for attempted 
bribery, and for bribery, and perhaps some others. 

Question. Where did you keep the blank that is produced here? 
Answer. I kept it sometime after going to Marion, in an inside 
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pocket like that [ witness exhibits inside pocket of coat he wears J of 
a different coat from this, the one I always wore when not laboring 
about the farm. 

Qitestion. Did you make any prosecution for bribery? 
Answer. I drew one complaint. 
Qitestion. "r as it ever served,-was a warrant ever issued and 

served? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. '\Yhat became of it? 
Answer. It was tried. 
Question. What was the result? 
Ansiver. The prisoner was discharged. 
Question. Since you have been acting County Attorney have you 

ever made any prosecution for bribery? 
Answer. No. 
Question. You have had one session of Court with the Grand 

Jury since election? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I had the impression that the investigation of 

such matters was to be had by the Legislature, where I believed 
they better be made. I wish to state that Judge Peters recognized 
me, called me up to him, motioned to me, and says "Mr. County 
Attorney," and asked me how much matters I had, etc. 

Question. Did you expect that Judge Peters, sitting at nisi prius, 
when you were discharging the duties of County Attorney, would 
undertake to decide upon your right to act as such, directly or by 
implication? 

Answer. I had an idea that it might happen. 
Question. Have you anything to say in relation to the question I 

put, which was whether or not you expected Judge Peters, at ni'.si 
priils, to settle your title to be County Attorney t 

Answer. I do not think·! have any more than I have. 

CnARLES B. Romms, sworn and exwniined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. What is your profession and residence? 
Answer. Lawyer, residence Calais. 
Question. ·whether or not you were a candidate for the office of 

County Attorney for Washington county during the last annual 
election? 

Answer. I was. 
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Question. ,vho was your opponent? 
Answer. Ephraim K. Smart, of Pembroke, who is present and 

who has just testified. 
Qiiestion. State whether, according to the daily papers upon both 

sides, you were elected or defeated? 
Answer. I was elected by two hundred and ninety-seven majority, 

I think, by the report in the papers and the returns. 
Question. In the county? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. When did you first learn, as near as you can remember, 

that there was any question to be made in relation to your election, 
and how? 

Answer. I learned within a week or ten clays after election that 
there was a question to be made. 

Question. State what it was and how you obtained your informa
tion? 

Answer. At first it was not stated. It was in.the form of-a rumor 

that I was to be counted out. Believing it to be a matter with no 
foundation I took no notice of it, did not even inquire ; but as the 
matter went on I did make inquiries, and various reasons were 
given. The Cherryfield matter was spoken of, and where an alleged 
foreigner was one of the Selectmen was probably spoken of, and 
various other reasons, but it was confidently stated to me that I was 
to be counted out-that that was certain-and very early that other 
officers-our Republican candidate for Representative from Calais, 
for instance would be counted in. 

Question. State when you first heard of any defective returns or 
defects in returns that were to be taken advantage of by the Gov
ernor and Council for the purpose of counting you or other State or 
County Officers out? 

Answer. It was rumored at the October term of Court, which was 
the first Tuesday of October, and before, that something of that 
kind was to be done,-but nothing definitely stated. I was told by 
several, previous to that, that in my own case it was certain, not 
giving the exact reasons; but it was certain it would be clone. 

Question. Whether or not you came to Augusta? 
Answer. I came to Augusta. It was the first of December, I 

think ; there had been a meeting at Augusta of the Governor and 
Council, parties coming here, and it was stated to me by Mr. Pike, 
who had come at the first meeting, that the returns were not to be 
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seen and that defects were to be counted against us ; and at the 
second meeting, about the first of December or little before, I came 
to Augusta myself. 

Q1wstion. Did you see any State Officers, and if so, who? 
Answer. I saw the Governor and Council at that time, and re

quested to see the returns. The Governor and Council, at my first 
request, refused to allow me to look at the county returns. I finally 
made an application again, and they said that if I would get certified 
copies of the records so far as I obtained them from the towns, they 
would ailow me to see the county returns. I succeeded within the 
next two days in getting a portion of them, and applied and did see 
a part of the county returns. I staid here four or five days, and 
finally got almost all of the records,-certified copies of them,-and 
they allowed me to see the returns. At that tirrie information came 
in reference to the Senatorial returns. We had not been allowed to 
see those. I had made the application myself, and we were not 
allowed to see those, that changes had been made, that corrected 
returns had been sent forward to the Capitol. 

Question. Whether or not you made application to the Governor 
and Council to be allowed to prove that certain returns from Dem
ocratic towns for Senators and Representatives had been changed 
and that those changes were made to supply defects discovered in 
those returns ? 

Answer. I made such application for correction of returns to the 
Governor and Council. 

Question. Examine paper marked "Exhibit 11, G. D. B., Clerk 
of Committee," and state whether it is in your hand writing, and 
whether it was presented by you to the Governor and Council? 

Answer. That is in my hand writing, was written by me and sent 
to the Governor and Council, excepting the filing. 

Question. vVhether or not that document was, to your knowledge, 
delivered to the Governor and Council? 

Answer. It was, because the Governor and members of the Council 
stated to me afterwards that they had received it. 

Question. State what action was taken in relation to it, and what 
was said about 1t ; and whether you were allowed to show what you 
offered to show in that communication? 

Answer. They refused absolutely to allow me to put any proof in, 
and stated to me that they regarded it as an insult,-the sending of 
the letter. In an interview I had with the Governor afterwards, I 
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went in for the correction of the County Returns ; he produced this 
letter, and stated in the talk that the returns for Senators and all 
other returns were locked up, and no one had access to them till the 
time they were delivered to the sub-committee; that from that time 
onward there had been no changes whatever, no blanks had ever 
been sent out from the State House, and that the charges were 
utterly false; and it was reiterated by nearly every member of the 
Council, all being present. 

Question. What did yon state to them? 
Answer. I stated to them I knew,-1 had positive information,

that returns that were only sent to towns, one of them for each town, 
were circulating in towns in this State, and that in some instances 
they had been forwarded to the Capitol and traced to the desk of the 
Secretary of State. 

Question. Did you state they were returns made up subsequent to 
the proper returns? 

Answer. I did; and that I had proof of that fact, and if they 
would allow me to bring the witnesses, those facts could be substan
tiated. He then asked me if I charged substitution upon the Gov
ernor and Council. I told him I made no charges excepting what 
was in the writing. He asked me if I charged it upon the Secretary 
of State. I told him if I had any difficulties with the Secretary of 
State I would settle them outside, and not call on the Governor and 

Council. 
Question. Did you afterwards publish that document? 
.Answer. No; it was published by friends of mine, afterwards; it 

was published on the next day after it was sent to the Council by 
parties who were associated with me. 

Question. At that time were you acting for other persons? 
Answer. I was acting in behalf of Senators of Washington 

county. 
Question. I find on the back of this the word "Statement," with 

two large exclamation marks written ; was that written by you? 
Answer. Nothing was written by me on the back. It was folded 

and put in an envelope. 
Question. Was that written after it came into the hands of the 

Governor and Council? 
Answer. It was. 
Question. Do you find that in very large letters, with two large 

exclamation points ? 
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.Answer. Yes. 
Question. ·was that all the notice that was ever taken of your 

offer? 
Answer. Yes, excepting the conversation I had. At that time 

the Governor stated to me that I had charged in this letter substitu
tion by them. I told him he better read the letter, and he could not 
find it. He then referred to a passage where I had offered to pay 
the expense, and he said that was insulting. I told him that the 
only purpose of it was to make it easy to investigate, that it was 
supposed, i.n writing the letter, that objection might be made, and if 
there was no appropriation that I was willing to bear the expense, 
and the purpose was to make it easy so there could be no excuse 
for refusing to answer this demand. 

Question. Did you, at any time, under any circumstances, directly 
or indirectly in words or by implication, acknowledge to the Gov
ernor and Council or any other person, that you would be unable to 
substantiate the charges made in that document? 

Answer. I did not. I reiterated the charges when I was before 
them the second time, and stated that whenever they would accept 
the proposition I wonld immediately produce the witnesses, and it 
never was changed from that hour to the present, from the time of 
writing the .letter. 

Question. Did you claim the right to produce such witnesses? 
Answer. I asked the privilege of doing it. 
Question. ·what do you know, if anything, in relation to persons 

being solicited in \V ashington county to substitute returns? Have 
you any personal knowledge about it, any more than hearsay? 

.Answer. I have no personal knowledge further than what I have 
heard from other parties. My final answer to the Governor and 
Council was that, instead of receiving this communication as an in
sult, if I were in their place and position and had the duties to per
form that they had, I should receive it as a matter of the highest 
kindness, bringing such information to me I should be grateful rather 
than take the position they did. 

Question. Did you have a hearing afterwards before the Governor 
and Council? 

Answer. Yes. After I got through with this they then voted I 
might proceed with the correction of returns of Washington county 
according to the application that had been made by my attorney. 

Question. What did you do? 
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.Answer. I filed a copy of the record from Calais. I filed an affi
davit of the Selectmen of Dennysville in reference to the intention 
as to my own name and Mr. Smart's. The application had named 
Marshfield as well as Calais and Dennysville, but I only put in cor
rections as to Calais and Dennysville. They refused the corrections 
in both cases. I find that the papers I filed, showing corrections, 
are not to be found now among the papers. 

Question. Did you, after that hearing, appear again before the 
Council, and if so what was said? 

A.nswer. This was at the second hearing that I refer to; I was 
met in the ante-room of the Council Chamber by Mr. Fogg of the 
Council ; he said, - the first salutation was,-:-" God damn you, 
Rounds). We will take your scalp if the1·e isn't another one counted 
out in the State of Maine!" 

Question. And they did take it? 
A.nswer. Yes.· 

Qu~stion. Were you able to get any further satisfaction from the. 
Governor and Council than what you have stated . 

.Answer. No further. 
Question. Diel you appear with an attorney? 
.Answer. I requested to appear with an attorney and they refused 

to allow me ; I wanted him as a witness to what took place. 
Question. They refused to allow you to see the Senatorial and 

Representative returns? 
Answer. Yes, and up to that time, had refused to allow anybody 

from our county to see them. 

MARCH 2, 1880, EVENING, 

GEORGE 1V. DmsKo, sworn and examined. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Residence Machias? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. · 
Question. What is your business? 

.Answer. I publish a newspaper, and am interested in a book and 
stationery store. 

Question. At Machias? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What is your newspaper? 
.Answer. "Machias Union." 
Question. What are its politics? 
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Answer. We call it Democratic. 
Question. Everybody else calls it so? 
Answer. I never heard anybody dispute it. 
Question. How long have you been publishing and conducting the 

'' Machias Union?" 
Answer. Since August, eighteen hundred and fifty-four. 
Question. You are publisher and editor? 
Answer. One of the publishers and editor. 
Question. Have been twenty-six years? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. During that time have you been, as was natural, con

siderably interested in politics in Washington county? 
Answer. More or less so, year by year. 
Question. And, by reason of that perhaps, and other things, 

acquainted with political men throughout the State? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. During the last administration-that of Governor 

Garcelon-have you been more or less at Augusta? 
Answer. My recollection is I was in Augusta two days in Jan-

uary, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine. 
Qnestion. During the session of the Legislature? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. During the year were you in correspondence, more or 

less, with the leading men of the Democratic or Greenback parties? 
Answer. Very little, indeed. 
Question. Somewhat so, were you not? 
Answer. I do not think to the extent of six letters during the 

whole year. 
Question. You were acquainted with Governor Garcelon? 
Answer. I never met him but once. 
Question. When was that? 
Answer. January, eighteen hundred arid seventy-nine, shortly 

after he was inaugurated. 
Question. Acquainted with any members of his Council? 
Answer. I have no recollection of ever seeing but one of them 
Question. Who was that? 
Answer. I think his name is Monroe. 
Qu,estion. You took a lively interest, didn't you, in the last Sep

tember election? 
Answer. No ; I did not feel very much interested in it ; I was 

interested enough to fill my place as well as I could. 
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Question. Kept your paper in line? 
Answer. Yes, I think I did tolerably well, but not satisfactory to 

myself, even. 
Question. Were or not the nomirn~es on the Democratic ticket and 

Greenback ticket in your county the same? 
Answer. They were. 
Question. Nominated first by a convention of --? 
Answer. The Greenback party. 
Question. And indorsed afterwards --? 
Answer. By the Democratic part,'(; that is my recollection. 
Question. You had their names at the head of your newspaper,. 

didn't you, as the candidates? 
Answer .. That is our custom, and I think we did the last canvass; 

I am not certain. 
Question. You sustained them? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Do you remember whether or not in your newspaper, 

soon after election, you announced the election of a Republican 
Legislature in both branches? 

Answer. I think I did announce in this way-that they claimed a 
majority of members in both branches. I did not publish any tables 
showing that. 

Question. You did not admit they were entitled to them but an
nounced they claimed a majority? 

Answer. I think I generally put it that way. 
Question. What was the reason you made that distinction, that 

they claimed it? 
1 

Answer. It is only a habit I have got into of stating things in that 
way that I do not know positive about. 

Question. Did you have, in your mind, any doubt that the Repub
licans had fairly carried both House and Senate? 

Answer. I do not k,now how to interpret that word "fairly;" I 
did not consider that they fairly carried the county of Washington. 

Question. You thought it belonged to the Fusionists ? 
Answer. I thought a fair expression of the vote there would give 

it to the Fusion ticket. 
Question. That was the basis on which anything you did after

wards rested,-that you thought the Fusion ticket ought to, have the· 

county? 
Answer. That is my recollection. 

18 
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Qiwstion. When did you first, after election, begin to make any 
effort with reference to discovering technical objections in the re
turns in towns in your county? 

Answer. I think I made no personal effort, till nearly the middle 
of November, to look after any errors. 

Question. Who were the Democratic candidates for Senators? 
An .. ~wer. James R. Talbot and John T. Wallace, Jr. 
Question. ·You knew theni both? 
Answer. Personally. 
Question. Who was the candidate for County Commissioner? 
Answer. Henry L. Watts. 
Question. Who for Treasurer? 
,,:tlnswer. Joseph Wilder, Jr. 
(Question. You knew them all? 
,Answer. Yes. 
,Question. Had you not long previous to the middle of November, 

· in your newspaper, claimed that the Republicans had not elected a 
majority of the Legislature, or had not carried Washington county? 

Answer. I think I did make such a statement as that, and had 
doubts about it. 

Question. When did you first make that statement in your news
! paper? 

, :Answer. · I should think in the very next issue after election. 
, Qitestion. Didn't you follow that up mostly in every issue around 

i to the time of the counting out? 
. Answer. That is .my.recollection, excepting I was absent a week 

, ,or two . 
. Quest-ion. Where.we11e,you when you were absent? 
Answer. Portland, Boston and vicinity. 

. Qitestion. How long <;lid y.ou stop in Portland? 
Answer. I should ·think ooe day on my way to Boston, and per-

haps one day on my w.ay baqk. 
Question. What time.was that? 
Answer. I returned from Portland on the eighth day of November. 
Question. You were gone about..a week? 
Answer. Two weeks, I think, or nearly. 
Question.· You, .must have started -the twenty-fifth or twenty-sixth 

of October? ' 
Answer. The latter part, I think ; I left home Monday and re

turned Saturday, the week following. 
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Question. Where did you stop in Maine, except Portland? 
Answer. Nowhere else in Maine. 
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Question. Whom did you see of leading Democrats or Green-
backers in Portland? 

Answer. Quite a good number of them. 
Question. And talked with them generally about the situation? 
.Answer. I think I did. 
Question. Was, or not, at that time, the prevailing topic of con

versation among political men in Maine, the question of the count 
by the Governor and Council? 

Answer. I think I first heard of it in Portland on my way to Bos
ton ; I heard of it at Boston. 

Question. Whom did you hear it from in Portland? 
Answe1·. I do not know ; but I was in several lawyers' offices 

there, and others where it was talked over by men I did not know. 
I heard it talked about in a joking way. 

Question. Whom did you hear talk about it in a joking way? 
.AnsWl~r. I should think in the Mayor's office, by Mr. Walker, as 

likely as anybody. 
Quest-ion. Mayor Walker had formerly been a neighbor of yours? 
.Answer. Yes, for twenty years. 
Question. A Democratic politician in Washington county? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What other leading Democrats did you see in Portland? 
.Answer. I think I saw Bion Bradbury and S. R. Lyman. 
Quest-ion. Mr. Dana? · 
.Answe1·. I do not know him. 
Question. Dr. Dana, chairman of the Democratic City Com

mittee? 
Answer. I did not meet him. I do not remember that I ever met 

him ; I may have but do not recollect it. 
Question. Whom else have you met in Portland besides those gen

tlemen? 
.Answer. I think of Mr. Barbour, of Owen & Barbour, T. G. 

Loring, druggist. 
Question. Councillor Chase? 
Answer. I never met him till I met him in the city this evening, 

that I remember. 
Question. Whom else did you see in Portland? 
Answer. I cannot remember, quite a large number. I heard it 

mentioned quite generally among those I was acquainted with. 
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Question. All over the State it was rumored that they proposed to 
count out certain Republican members, was it not? 

Answer. I might infer that in the conversation. The conversation 
I heard was more like this, that there were mistakes in records and 
returns, or something like that. 

Question. That was the ground on which it was put? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Quest£on. Wasn't the conclusion, as reached, that those records 

or returns would have to be thrown out for technical defects? 
Answer. That was the conclusion I came to. 
Question. You came to the conclusion that was going to be done, 

from the talk you had with Democratic and Greenback politicians? 
.Answer. I thought so at the time. 
Question. You had not heard of it before? 
Answer. No. 
Question. But, on coming to Portland and talking with leading 

men you came to the conclusion that, on account of technical defects 
in returns, certain Republicans were going to be counted out? 

Answer. I thought that might be the case from what I heard. 
Question. "\Vas it then that it first came into your mind to hunt 

up defects in returns in Washington county, or before that? 
Answer. I have had a way of talking with my Democratic friends 

for•years about election time, and after, in relation to mistakes of 
records and in returns, and it was a natural thing for me to think of 
it at any time without any suggestion. 

Question. Have you heretofore had the habit, after the election, 
of talking much with leading Democratic politicians about election 
returns, before this year? 

Answer. I have frequently, for the reason that such mistakes have 
occurred in our county, and Democrats have been bounced out in 
consequence of it. 

Questfon. Had you, when you came to Portland, ascertained any 
defects in Washington county? 

Answer. I think not at that time. 
Question. You had not heard of the counting out process at that 

time? 
Answer. I do not think I had. 
Question. Hadn't you heard of any defects in returns in Washing

ton county when you were in Portland, and came to the conclusion 
that certain Republicans were to be counted out? 
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Answer. No; I had no definite knowledge of any defects in any 
single town excepting by rumor and talk in offices and hotels. 

Question. What were the rumors and talks you heard in offices 
and hotels about defects ?-in what towns? 

.Answer. I remember Jonesport, Cutler, and one or two others ; 
and Addison. 

Qitestion. Those were not defects in Republican towns? 
Answer. I think Cherryfield was spoken of, and Dennysville; 

quite a number ; I do not know as there was much difference in the 
number or extent. 

Question. Had you heard that any Democrat was to be counted 
out because of .any defects? 

Answer. I did not hear of that. 
Question. You did not hear of any Democrats being thrown out? 
Answer. Yes; that is, I supposed it might occur. 
Qitestion. I understood you to say you did not hear of any Dem

ocrats being thrown out? 
Answer. I did not hear of any Republicans being thrown out; 

simply my guess work. 
Qitestion. On defective returns? 
Answer. Yes, or records or something of that sort. 
Question. When you went to Boston whom did you see there of 

political men in Maine ? 
Answer. No political men in Boston who belonged in Maine, but 

old residents of Machias and vicinity who had no particular interest 
in it that I know of. 

Questfon. Are you acquainted with Eben F. Pillsbury? 
Answer. I have met him but a very few times. 
Question. Have you known him politically? 
Answer. I have. 
Question. Had correspondence with him? 
Answer. Not for a long time. 
Question. Has he been through your region in times past, stumping? 
Answer. I have no recollection of ever seeing him in that county. 
Q,uestion. Wasn't he there this year? 
Answer. I have no recollection of his being there. • I did not see 

him there ; I have no recollection of it. 
Question. What day did you come back to Portland from Boston? 
Answer. I should think the sixth of November. 
Question. Did you stop over a day there? 



278 ALTERED ELECTION RETURNS. 

Answer. I think I did, and remained till Friday evening when the 

boat left. 
Quest-ion. On what business did you stop there? 
Answer. Business of buying stationery, books and blank news-

paper. 
Question. Did you attend to any of that when you went up? 
Answer. Not much, only got prices, compared them. 
Question. Did you buy stationery and books when you came back? 
Answer. I bought small bills. 
Question. To what extent? 
Answer. I should say one hundred dollars or one hundred and 

fifty dollars. 
Question. Where did you stay in Portland? 
Answer. I think at the Preble House, the night I stopped. 
Questfon. See any political men there at that time? 
Answer. I have no recollection of seeing anybody but General 

Murray, formerly of Pembroke. 
Question. He is a Republican? 
Answer. I suppose so. 
Question. See any Democrats during that day in Portland? 
Answer. Yes ; I met them, I suppose, on the street or in offices. 
Question. Such as whom? 
Answer. Similar to those I named before. 
Question. 1\fore talk then about counting out? 
Answe1·. I do not think I heard much said about it, although per

haps it was alluded to. 
Question. Anything then said about defects in Washington 

county? 
Answer. There might have been; I am not positive there was on 

i:nY return; and I do not know but there might have been. I think 
at the breakfast table at the Preble House I heard some gentleman 
conversing about this matter, but I did not know them and asked no 

questions. 
Question. How did you go back? 
Answer. By steamer "Lewiston." 
Question. What time did you reach home? 
Answer. About ten o'clock Saturday evening. 
Question. What day? 
Answer. November eighth. 
Question. You hadn't been to Augusta? 
Answer. No, sir. 
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Question. What communication had you had with anybody in 
Augusta? 

Answer. None at all at that time. 
Question. When you got home did you find there any communica

tion from Augusta awaiting you? 
Answer. My recollection is· I did not. 
Questfon. How soon after you got home were you in communica-

tion in any way with anybody at Augusta? 
Answei·. I don't rem em her of writing at all to Augusta. 
Question. You had not been to Augusta at all on your trip.? 
Answer. 'No, sir; I haYe not been in Augusta before to-day since 

last January, a year ago. 
Question. How soon after you got home did you hear from 

Augusta? 
Answer. The next day. 
Question. You had not written? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Whom did you hear from? 
Answer. Through the '" Kennebec Journal" and " Maine Stand-

ard," newspapers. 
Question. Those you were getting all the time? 
Answer. I was ; I had those on my list of exchanges. 
Question. How soon after you got home did you hear in any way 

from Augusta besides through the press ? 
Answer. I do not recollect of having a letter from anybody at 

Augusta at any time about that time or since till after the seventh of 
.January. 

Question. Don't remember? 
Answer. I do not think I received a letter from a person in 

Augusta. 
Question. What communication did you receive from anybody 

who had anything to do at Augusta with the State Offices or with 
the Governor and Council? 

Answer. I do not remember that I had a letter from any one con-
nected with the government in any way. 

Question. Did you have any communication? 
Answer. No communication whatever that I can think of. 
Question. From anybody at Augusta? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Did you see anybody, after you got home during the 

next week? 
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Answer. No, I don't remember that I saw anybody from Augusta, 
anybody that I knew. 

Question. Did you receive any papers or blanks that came in any 
way whatever from Augusta, or envelopes? 

Answer. I received an envelope, and blank in it, that I thought 
might have come from Augusta, but I ,had no knowledge. 

Qitestion. What made you think it had come from Augusta? 
Answer. Because it was a printed blank. 
Q·uestion. What kind? 
Answer. lVIy recollection is it was for Senatorial returns. 
Question. For what Senatorial district? 
Answer. That I cannot tell you. 
Question. That was in blank? 
Answer. I think it was; I do not remember; I did not read it. 
Question. A blank for Senatorial returns? 
Answer. That is my recollection. 
Question. What was it in? 
Answer. I cannot remember that it was in any thing at all. 
Question. In an envelope? 
Answer. I cannot remember now. 
Question. Yon don't remember there was any envelope in it? 
Answer. I do not remember that there was. 
Question. How many did you receive? 
Amwer. I do not recollect of more than two blanks. 
Question. There were two Senatorial blanks? 
Answer. That is all I remember of. 
Question. Just alike? 
Answer. I presume so. I did not read them any more than I saw 

in the heading. 
Question. Were there not official envelopes with them, with printed 

directions on the outside, and blanks for the signatures of the 
Selectmen? 

Answer. There might have been, but I cannot remember that 
there were any envelopes. 

Qitestion. What shape did they come to you in? 
Answer. It seems to me that James R. Talbot handed them to 

me. 
Question. Was he a candidate? 
Answer. He was, for Senator. 
Question. That was about what time in November? 
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Answer_. I should think it was Tuesday following my arrival home 
on Saturday. 

Question. Where did you receive them from Mr. Talbot? 
Answer. In my store or office in Machias. 
Question. ·where did he say he got them from? 
Answer. He did not tell me anything about it. 
Question. Did you not ask him? 
Answer. I did not ask him any question about it. 
Question. What were they in when they were handed to you? 
Answer. I do not remember about that. 
Question. What did he tell you he wanted done with them? 
Answer. He did not speak of any particular object he had in view. 
Question. Simply handed them to you? 
.Answer. He simply handed them to me and mentioned some 

towns where he had heard of errors in records or returns. 
Question. ·what were those towns ? 
Answer. My recollection is that he named three or four towns. 
Question. What were they? 
Answer. I think Addison and .Jonesborough; and he spoke of 

some other towns in the eastern part of the county,-! do not know 
what. 

Question. Marion? 
Answer. Possibly ; I do not remember ; I am not acquainted 

down that way very much and did not take much interest in it. 
Qilestion. vVas it Marion? 
Answer. Possibly. 
Q·uestion. Your recollection? 
Answer. I do not remember that he spoke of Marion, although 

he might. 
Question. What other towns? 
Answer. If he spoke of any it was Cutler. 
Qu,estion. Whiting? 
Answer. Possibly. 
Qiwstion. You remember Jonesborough and Addison? 
Answer. I think I do, distinctly. 
Question. But do not remember Cutler and Whiting? 
Answer. No, because it was out of my beat. 
Qiwstion. What did he say the defects were? 
Answer. He did not tell me. 
Question. You are confident that James R. Talbot, who gave you 

those blanks, did not tell you what those defects were? 
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Answer. That is my recollection. 
Question. What were you to do with those blanks? 
Answer. My object was to go to Democratic towns to see if I 

could see any errors in returns or see what Town Clerks or Select
men would tell me. 

Question. What did you propose to do? 
Answer. I supposed I had a right to suggest to them correction 

of returns to conform to the record. 
Question. What law had you in mind? 
Answe1·. I had an idea there was a law allowing corrections of 

returns to conform to the record. 
Question. Did you have an idea, without looking at the law? 
Answer. I had looked it up myself. 
Question. Where? 
Answer. I have all the acts that have been passed for several 

years. 
Question. What law, before you started out on this expedition of 

yours, did you look up that gave you the idea you had a right to 
take returns to towns and have corrections made? 

Answer. I do not know as there was any law giving me that right; 
I only assumed to take that privilege; I had other business and 
took these returns. 

Question. ·what law did you find that you thought authorized you 
or anybody to make new returns for the purpose of correcting errors? 

Answer. I do not remember the law or the title of it; I turned 
to it in a hurry. 

Question. How long ago was it? 
Answer. In November. 
Question. How many months ago? 
.Answer. Last November. 
Question. Do you mean to say that, in this matter talked about 

constantly and discussed in your paper, you cannot tell, when as 
you say you looked up the law, what law it was you found that jus
tified anybody in having such corrections made? 

.Answer. I do not remember the title of the law and cannot tell 
the year it was passed. 

Question. What was the substance of it? 
Answer. I think the substance was that Selectmen or Town Offi~ 

cers had a right, in so many days, to make corrections. 
Question. How many days?· 
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Answer. Twenty days from some date ; I do not remember how it 
read. 

Question. What was that date from? 
.Answer. I cannot tell now. 
Question. Had a right to make corrections twenty days from 

what? 

Answer. I do not know anything about what; I did not think of 
what at the time. The idea I got from reading it was that Town 
Officers had a right to correct returns to conform with the record. 

Question. What is the record? 

Answer. The one made in town meeting, I suppose. 
Question. The return is made in town meeting? 
Answer. Should be. 
Question. And sent on? 
Answer. Should be. 
Question. ·what was the record that was referred to that the cor

rection could be made from, did you suppose? 
Answer. I did not know anything about it. 
Question. What did you suppose the law referred to which you 

hunted up when it said the correction might be made from the 
record? 

Answer. Any misspelling of the name or mistake in number of 
votes recorded. 

Question. You say you understood the correction could be made 
from the record. What did you understand to be the record that a 
correction of a return could be made from ? 

Answer. I supposed if the record conformed to the facts-
Question. What record? 
Answer. Town record kept by the Town Clerk. 
Question. In what? 
Answer. I supposed in a book. 
Question. Then, if you understood anything from that, it was 

that the town authorities had a right to correct tI;ie return from the 
record which is found in the Town Clerk's book and made up by 

him? 
Answer. To conform to that record. 
Question. Did you understand there was any other kind of cor

rection that could be made excepting that? 

Answer. I did not. 
Question. Had you up to that time examined any town record 

book? 
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Answer. I had not seen any. 
Question. Have you ever, from that time to this, examined any 

town record book? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Do you know, of your own knowledge, that in any sin

gle one of the towns you have mentioned, the town record differed 
from the return? 

Answer. I do not. 
Question. Then what right would you have to set about any correc

tion if you did not know that the record varied from the return? 
Answe1·. Because I supposed or suspected there might have been. 
Question. How could you prove it excepting by making an exam

ination of the record? 
Answer. I did not have any time or inclination to, but I supposed 

the Selectmen would. 
Question. Would it take any longer to go to the towns and see 

the records than to go to see the Selectmen and Clerk ? 
Answer. Very much, in some towns. 
Question. )Vhen you went to see the Town Clerk was he not the 

man that had the record? 
Answer. I never saw the Town Clerk anywhere. 
Question. vVas there any difficulty in seeing the Town Clerk? 
Answer. In one case he lived off of the road. 
Question. Starting out with the law yon hunted up, did you ever, 

in a single case, as a foundation for your expedition, go and look at 
a town record? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. ,vhy not? 
Answer. I thought if I named anything of the kind they would 

look, and, if they got at anything, they would attend to it in con
junction with the Clerk. I had no interest in it. 

Questfon. ·what was there to co1Tect unless there was a discrep
ancy? 

Answer. Nothing. 
Question. Had yon heard, in a single case, there was a record clif-

f ering from the return of a town ? 
Answer. Only in Addison. 
Question. Had yon heard that it was so in Addison? 
Answer. I do not know that I had. 
Question. Then you did not start out with the idea of going to see 

the town records, and seeing if they agreed with the returns? 
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Answer. I could not do that, because I had no returns to refer to. 
I should probably have gone to the records if I had not met the 
Selectmen previous to seeing the Clerk. 

Question. What do you think is the best basis for the correction 
of a town return on an important matter like this, the say-so of a 
Selectman or the sight of the record? 

Answer. Sight of the record would satisfy me better. 
Question. You did not examine any record? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you have copies of any returns so that if the records 

were examined it could be seen that they differed from the records? 
Answet. No, sir. 
Question. Suppose you went to the Selectmen and conferred with 

them about the correction of a return by the record and had no copy 
of the return, how did you suppose the Selectmen could know how 
to make a corrected return? 

Answer. I will state the Addison case. 
Question. I do not want you to. 
Answer. That covers the whole ground. 
Question. You had no copies of returns to show what they con

tained? 
Answer. None at all. 
Question. Did you know of any of the Selectmen having any 

copies? 
Answer. I did not hear of any. 
Question. Where could any copies of returns be got? 
Answe1·. I do not know excepting at the Secretary of State's 

office, or where printed. 
Question. I mean the return? 
Answer. I do not know that they could be got anywhere excepting 

at the Secretary of State's offic~; I do not know about that. 
Question. You had none of those? 
Answer. No. 
Question. You had nothing whatever excepth~g what Talbot had 

told you about defects in Jonesborough and Addison; and perhaps 
Whiting, and Cutler, or Marion? 

Answer. What Talbot said was only confirmatory of what I had 
heard in Portland. 

Question. You had heard in Portland there were defects in towns? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Qiwstion. What towns in Washington county had you heard in 
Portland were defective? 

.Answer. I do not know as they spoke of any particular town. 
Question. Did you get anything from anybody excepting what 

Talbot told you about this? 
Answer. I think I saw it in the papers about that time. 
Q,uestion. What paper? 
Answer. I do not remember. 
Question. What the defects were in certain towns? 
Answer. Or rumors. I do not remember whether it was at that 

time or later. 
Question. Whether, at that time, you had seen any statement of 

any defects in Washington county, in the newspaper? 
Answer. I cannot say positive that any towns were mentioned. 
Qzwstion. Talbot was a candidate, and had mentioned it to you? 
Answer. That is my recollection. 
Question. Have you any doubt of that? 
Answer. I cannot state positive that he named towns, because 

they were rumors. 
Question. Did he tell you what the defects were? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Diel he tell you what the defect was in Jones borough? 
.Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did he tell yon what the defect was in Addison? 
Answer. I have no recollection of his telling me any defect in any 

town, although he might possibly. 
Question. After getting these blank Senatorial returns, and after 

having had this talk with Talbot about certain defects in those 
towns, when did you first start out with the purpose of substituting 
those returns or doing anything in reference to those returns? 

Answer. I think about the fourte.enth of November; that is my 
recollection. 

Question. ,vhere did you start from? 
Answer. From my home, Machias. 
Question. ·where did you go first? 
Answer. I followed the travelled road west through Jonesborough 

and Columbia Falls to Addison. 
Question. Where did you stop? 
Answer. I did not get out of the wagon from the time I left home 

till I reached Addison. 

• 



TESTIMONY OF GEORGE W. DRISKO. 

Question. Did you stop at ,Jonesborough? 
Answer. I stopped in the road ; met one of the Selectmen. 
Question. What did you have with you? 
Answer. Blank returns that Talbot gave me. 
Question. Blank Senatorial returns? 
.Answer. That is my recollection. 
Question. For those two towns? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Qitestion. Was it not your purpose when you started to use those 
returns in getting corrections ? 

Answer. I had no other purpose in view, and intended to have 
nothing more to do with it than to suggest there might be mistakes 
to be corrected. 

Question. Whom did you meet in Jones borough? 
Answer. J otham Merritt, one of the Selectmen, so called. 
Question. Where did you meet him? 
Answer. Near the bridge, I think, in Jonesborough. 
Question. Did you stop? 
.Answer. A very short time. 
Question. Talk with him? 
Answer. Three to five minutes. 
Q'ttestion. What did you tell him about the returns in Jones

borough? 
.Answer. I suggested to him there might be some mistake in his 

return in Jonesborough. 
Question. What mistake did you suggest to him there was? 
Answer. I do not know as I can remember just what he said. 
Question. ·what did you tell Mr. Merritt was the defect in the 

Jones borough return? 
Answer. I suggested to him, if i did anything, that there was 

some mistake in the name, recording or spelling out fully the vote 
or in making figures, or something of that sort. 

Question. Merritt says you told him what the defect was. I want 
you to tell us what you told him was the defect in the Jones borough 
return? 

Answer. I have stated the substance as near as I can recollect. 
Question. You have stated some, all of which wouldn't be found 

in one return. What was the particular defect which you told him 
existed in the ,Jones borough return? 

Answer. My idea is I suggested to him that those several mis
takes might exist in any return. 
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Question. What particular defect in .Tones borough did you tell 
hirn of? 

Answer. I do not rernernher that I stated to him any definite 
error; I could not have done so. 

Question. Didn't you tell him what the defect was in the Jones
borough return? 

Answer. I suggested these several mistakes. 
Question. Didn't you tell him what the defect was in the Jones

borough return? 
Answe1·. I have no recollection that I told hirn so in plain words, 

or direct! y. 
Question. What was the defect in the Jones borough return? 
Answer. The rumor that I heard was that the vote was not 

spelled out. 
Question. That is the number of votes was not spelled out? 
Answer. Yes ; ditto used, or something of that sort. 
Question. Whom had you heard that rumor from? 
Answer. I do not remember any particular person. I and my 

partner used to talk it over, and it was common talk on the street. 
Questfon. That the Jones borough return was defective in that it 

did not have the number of votes written out, but ditto marks? 
Answer. Something like that ; I do not know what it was, but we 

heard such talk. 
Question. Didn't you tell Merritt that was the defect? 
Answer. I do not think I did, positively. 
Question. Didn't you tell him in terms and words that the defect 

in the Jonesborough return was that the ditto marks had been used 
for the second candidates instead of being written out? and, unless 
it was corrected, the town's vote would be lost? 

Answer. He might have got' that idea from what I said, but I 
made no such positive statement to hirn or any other person. 

Question. Wasn't that the first knowledge he had of it? 
Answe'r. I do not know. 
Question. Did he intimate to you that he had any knowledge of 

this defect before that? 
Answer. I do not remember whether he did or ·not. Some Town 

Officers suggested mistakes at once, as soon as I suggested the 
matter. 

Question. Did Mr. Merritt? 
Answe1·. I cannot tell whether he did or not ; possibly he did. 
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Question. Did Mr. Merritt mention the defect before you told him 
what it was? 

Answer. I do not remember that he did. 
Question. Did he intimate to vou that he knew what the defect 

was? 
Answer. I do not remember now that he did. 
Question. Then it must have been mentioned by you? 
Answer. I think it was ; I do not deny I mentioned it. 
Question. What was your idea,-what correction could be made? 
Answer. My idea was this :-that if the error was in the Septem-

ber return, a new return could be made under the statement that it 
was a corrected return to conform to the record. 

Question. Was Mr. Merritt the Town Clerk? 
Answer. I think not. 
Question. Did he intimate to yon that he knew anything about 

what the record was ? 
Answer. I do not remember whether he did or not. 
Question. Did you refer him to the record at all or mention it? 
Answer. I did; I told him he must examine the record. 
Quest'ion. You told Mr. Merritt he must? 
Answer. That is my recollection, because I had the idea that any 

man had a right to change the return. 
Question. Did you tell Mr. Merritt anything about the record? 
Answe1·. Certainly, that is my recollection, if I said anything at 

all; the first thing I said was that, if the record was right, I thought 
he had a right to correct the return to conform to the record. That 
has been my doctrine for years. 

Question. Do you remember of telling Mr. Merritt that the defect 
in their return was that the ditto marks had been used instead of · 
writing out against two of the candidates, and that unless it was cor
rected the vote of the town would be thrown out, and that you 
wanted him to correct it upon this blank that you gave him and 
send it to the Secretary of State. without your saying a word about 
the record? 

Answer. It would be very natural for me to suggest a correction 
of that kind. I do not know how I put it. I did it very quick. 

Question. Tell this Committee whether you do not remember that 
you talked to him and gave him that information and did not men
tion the record at all? 

19 
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Answer. I do not have the least icl~a I did so. My idea was if 
the record was right we had a right to correct the return to con~orm 
to it. 

Question. Did you name the record to him? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. ·where was the record? 
Ansicer. I do not know. 
Q1 .. rnstfon. ,vho was the Town Clerk? 
Answer. Mr. Trickey, I think. 
Queston. How far did he live from where you were? 
Answer. Half a mile or more. 
Qu,estion. Did Mr. :Merritt tell you he was going to the Town 

Clerk? 
Answer. I do not remember what he said; but possibly he did. 
Question. Why didn't you go with him? 
.,;:fnswe1·. I was in a hurry and did not want to go. 
Qnestion. vVhat were you in a hurry about? 
Answer. I had business in other towns. 
Question. ,vhat business? 
Answer. A very old gentleman, my wife's father, was very sick; 

he lived in Columbia. 
Question. ,v-ere you going to Addison? 
Answer. I intended to during the clay. 
Qnestion. ·what business had you there? 
Answer. I had some business with Mr. Austin, a lawyer in Addi-

- son. 
Question. The Town Clerk? 
Answer. I think so. 
Questio'fi. Who was Town Clerk of Jonesborough? 
Answer. Mr. Trickey, I think. 
Questfon. Didn't meet him? 
Answer. I didn't see him, and don't know him when I· meet him 

now. 
Question. How long talk did you have with Mr. Merritt? 
Answer. I don't think I stopped five minutes to talk with Merritt: 

not more than two, perhaps. 
Question. Diel you leave any paper with him? 
Answer. Only this blank return I gave him. 
Question. How long before that had you examined the law which 

you say showed you that Selectmen or Town Officers had a right to 
amend returns by the record ? 
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Answer. My recollection is we had published it at different times 
in the papers, and I had read it on the proof sheets and in th0 
papers. 

Question. Don't you know that the correction implied by that is 
nothing more than a statement of what the record of the Town 
Clerk is? 

.Answer. That is all I supposed. 
Question. What did you need of the blank return if the Town 

Clerk was to simply certify his record? 
Answer. I did not know whether I needed it. 
Question. Didn't you know enough of town affairs, and from read

ing the law, to know that you did not need a blank return to do that? 
Answer. I did not know anything about that. I did not know 

what was nece.ssary. 
Questfon. Isn't the language of the law plain? 
Answer. I should not know how to apply it if I read. The idea 

would be to get corrected returns before the proper authority. 
Question. To get an entire new return? 
Answer. I do not know whether that or the statement of the 

Town Clerk, or how. 
Question. What should you think, to make up an entire new 

return or make a statment of what the town record on that point 
was and then make an affidavit? 

An:~wer. I think I should go about it, if I was going to fill out a 
blank: "'This is a corrected ret'li1·n of the doings of the rneeting in 
September," or something like that. 

Question. Did you give any instructions to Merritt? 
Answer. I do not think I did. 
Question. You left the blank return with him? 
Answer. Yes, and supposed he understood, as well as I did, what 

to do. 
Question. Did you and he talk over the law? 
Answer. No, sir; he being a Selectman, I left it with him. 
Question. Did you suppose that he, being a Selectman, had exam-

ined and looked up the law about the right to correct the returns? 
Answer. I presumed so. 
Question. Hadn't you heard, all along up to that time, that no 

correction of returns would be permitted by the Governor and 
Council? 

Answer. I do not remember that I had heard of it. 
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Question. Had you not heard that discussed week after week, and 
wasn't that the position taken long before that, that no inspection 
of returns was allowed and no corrections would be made? 

Answer. I never so understood it. 
Question. Do you know of any correction that was made of a sin

gle Republican return by the Governor and Council? 
Answer. I saw where Brother Rowell stated in a public meeting 

that he examined the returns from Hallowell. 
Question. Did you understaml he was allowed to corr~ct them? 
Answer. To examine them. 
Question. Don't you know that the general or great complaint 

made at that time, throughout the State, was that no returns were 
allowed to be examined and that Republicans couldn't be permitted 
to see them? 

Answer. I read that in the Republican papers. 
Question. Did you read of a single correction having been made 

in a single Republican town? 
Answer. I heard of attempts to correct in towns of our county. 

I do not know by what authority it started out, but they went the 
same as I went I suppose, on my own hook. 

Question. Didn't you suppose you had some authority in this 
expedition, and the corrections would be allowed because your 
papers came from the Secretary of State? 

Answer. No, I didn't know where they came from. 
Question. Had you any doubt about it? 
Answe1·. I never thought anything about that ; I did not know 

where they came from ; I never asked. 
Quest-ion. Had you any doubt, when Talbot banded you those 

blanks like the regular blanks from the Secretary of State, that they 
came from .Augusta? 

Ans,wer. I have been publishing a paper for a number of years, 
and people will bring in items and documents for the paper, and 
they will lay them down and they will lay a day before I get time to 
look at them, from disinclination or some other reason. Those 
papers laid on my table down among the papers some time before I 
looked at them. 

Qiwst-ion. You said that he spoke of them when he gave them to 
you? 

Answer. Spoke about looking after those towns, and went off. 
Question. Did you not know what he was giving yo!1 when he 

gave you those papers? 
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Answer. I cannot testify what he laid down, hut I haYe no doubt 
it was those. 

Question. Yon did not pay any attention to it? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. How did it happen to oceur to you? 

.Anstver. I pieked them np the same as if a man would come in 
and speak about an item in a paper. 

Questiou. ,:vhat did yon think when you opened them and looked 
at them ; where did you think they came from? 

.Answer. I thought if any Democratic towns were liable to lose a 

vote in consequence of defects I would try to save them. 
Question. ,v-here did yon think they came from t 
.Answer. I thought likely from Augusta. 
Question. Didn't you think if you made corrections and new 

returns they would be used by the Governor and Council in correct
ing Democratic towns? 

Answer. I was in hopes to. 
Question. If you did not think so, why did ~Ton tell Mr. Merritt 

what you did? 
.Answer. Because we had been bounced before. 
Question. You had a Democratic Governor and Council? 
Answer. I thought they were honest about it. 
Question. You told Mr. Merritt, if tb'ey were not put in, that they 

would be counted out? 
Answer. I had the idea that we were allowed by this law to cor

rect the returns to conform to the record. I had a right, I supposed, 
to do it. 

Questfon. What did you suppose would be done with them? 
Answer. I thought they would be sent to the Secretary of State. 
Qiiestion. What did you suppose the Governor and Council would 

do with them? Didn't you suppose they would allow the corrections? 
Answer. I was in hopes they would. I had no authority what

ever, excepting what I assumed myself. 
Question. Did you think those blanks were sent to you by parties 

from Augusta or to Mr. Talbot? 
Answer. I do not know as I thought; I did not care. 
Question. Didn't it occur to you that the parties at Augusta who 

had sent these papers to :Mr. Talbot to he used in correcting Demo
cratic mistakes, would be waiting for them to go back and act upon 

them? 
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Answer. No; I did not think anything beyond what I had to (1o 
with them; I do not remember that I did; I might; in riding along 

I had no purpose beyond seeing the Selectmen and telling them ·what 

I thought. I did not know as they could do their duty. I was think

ing of going to Republican officials. 

Question. Did you go to a single Republican? 

Ansivet. No; I knew it was no use. 'When I met a Democrat I 

talked with him. 

Question. w·hat is JVIr. Merritt? 

Answer. I call him a Democrat. 

Question. You didn't talk with any other officer of the town 

beside? 

Answer. I do not remember that I did. 

Question. Did not talk with Mr. Trickey? 

Ansu·er. I did not see him. 

Question. Or .Mr. Crandon? 

Answer. Perhaps I met Crandon in the road ; I think I did ; I do 

not think of any conversation with Crandon to amount to anything. 

Question. Did you have any arrangement with anybody at Jones

horough that they were to report to you whether they succeeded in 
getting those amendments? 

Answer. No arrangement whatever. 
Question. How long did you talk with l\fr. Merritt? 

Answer. Not more than two or three minutes. 
Question. You left the blank with him? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. What did he say he was going to do? 

Answer. I think he said he would see the Town Clerk and the 

other Selectmen; I do not remember positively. 

Question. Then you got rid of one return? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. Where did you go then? 

Answer. I forget whether I stopped at Columbia Falls or went 

<lirectly to Addison; I think I went through Columbia Falls to 

Addison. 

Question. Diel you tell Merritt what the error was in his town.
ahout the ditto marks? 

Answer. My recollection is, I suggested these mistakes that might 
ocenr in the return ,-dots under another name or lack of fignres
as well as not writing out the vote in full, and asked him to see to 
them. 
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Question. Whether you told Mr. Merritt what the particular defect 
was in the Jonesborough return? 

Answer. I do not remember that I did. 
Question. Yon leave it in that way? 
Answer. I do; I might have suggested, but I did not state any 

thing positive. 
Question. Did you suggest to him that was the defect?· 
Answer. I suggested to him that that might be the defect. 
Question. Did you suggest to him that was the .defect? 
Answer. I named perhaps half a dozen, as quick as I could rattle 

them over. I did not know what the mistake was; did not know 
anything about the nature of it more than I got the idea there was 
or might be an error. 

Question. Hadn't you been told that was or might be the defect? 
Answer. No, sir, I have no recollection of anybody telling me so. 

It is all surmise or guess work. 
Quest1'.on. You have stated that the defect in Jonesborough was 

that the ditto marks had been used instead of writing out the full 
1wmber? 

Answer. No positive knowledge. 
Question. Had you ever heard it stated that anything else was the 

defect? 
Answer. I did not know exactly what the trouble was. 
Question. Had you ever heard that anything else was the defect? 
Answer. I do not know as I had. 
Question. Wasn't that the only thing you had heard that the 

Senatorial return was defective in? 
Answer. There might have been some suggestion about the "Jr." 

in ,v allace's name. I might have suggested it to Merritt, but I do 
not remember. 

Question. Had you heard, before you went there, that ~here was 
any other defect in ,Jonesborough than the using the ditto marks? 

Answer. Nothing· more than I have stated. 
Question. Had you heard that anything ailed the Jones borough 

retnrn excepting the using of the ditto marks? 
Answer. I do not remember that I had distinctly as to ,Jonesborough. 

Question. You were talking with Merritt about Jonesborough? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. You were not talking about any other town? 
Answer. I do not remember; I might. 
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Question. You do not remember that you talked about the defeds 

in other towns? 

Answer. Possibly, but I do not remember. 

Question. You do not remember of telling him of anything except 

the ditto marks? 
Answer. I do not remember that I did. 

Question. Did you leave a blank return with him? 

Answer. I think so; that is my recollection. 

Question. Wher~ did you go, to Columbia Falls? 
Answer. I do not recollect whether I went that way. 
Question. Did you go to Addison that day? 

Answer. I think so. 
Question. How far is Addison from Jonesborough? 

Answer. Ten miles or in that neighborhood. 
Question. What time did you leave ,Jones borough? 

Answer. Nine or ten o'clock in the forenoon. 
Question. What time did you get to Addison? 

Answer. It mu~t have been about eleven o'clock or little past. 

Qiiestion. Then you did not stop much anywhere? 

Answer. I do not remember that I did. 

Question. Went right to Addison? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. Do you know who is chairman of the Selectmen? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Do you know Henry Nash? 
Answer. I do. 

Question. Do you know he is one of the Selectmen? 

Answer. I did not know till I went there that day. 
Question. Do you know Edward A. Austin? 

Answer. Yes, sir, a lawyer. 
Question. Town Clerk? 

Answer. So said. 

Question. Do you know Mr. Leighton, one of the Selectmen? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What are Mr. Nash's politics? 

Answer. Always called him a Republican? 
Question. What are Austin's? 

Answer. Republican, I understood. 

Question. Do you know the other Selectman in Addison? 

Answer. I know Gilbert L. Tabbut. 
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Question What are his politics? 
Answer. I always called him a Democrat. 
Question. Which of these men I have named to you did yon go 

to that day? 
Answer. I think I saw Tahbut and Austin both that day. 
Question. ,vhom did you see first? 
Answer. Tabbut. 
Question. Did not go to the Town Clerk? 
Answe1·. No, I think not; I might have called at his office and 

found the door closed ; I think I did . 
. Qiiestion. You think you went to his office and found it closed? 
Answer. I think so. I had business with him. He had bills to 

collect for us. 
Qnestion. What did you want to sec Tab bot about? 
Answer. I wanted to talk with him about this return matter; that 

was my business. 
Question. Was it your business to correct the return by the record r 
Answer. Yes, sir, the same as I had in Jonesborough. 
Question. The Clerk had the record,: 
Answer. I presume so. 
Question. How far did he live from Tab but? 
Answer. I do not know where he lives. 
Question. Mr. Austin? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Isn't it close by where you saw Tab but? 
Answer. I do not know. 
(Jiiestion. ,vhat do you mean by saying you went to his office? 
Answer. I know where his office is. 
Que.r;;tion. How far from where you saw Tab but? 
Answer. I should say half a mile. 
Question. On the road? 
Answer. It is, beyond. 
Questfon. What did you go to his office to see him about? 
Answer. I was going to see him about some private bills he had. 

Question. You were not going to see him about the record? 
Answer. Yes; I should have asked to see the record if I had got 

in at that time. I called at the door of his office. 
Question. He was half a mile beyond where you saw Tab but? 
Answer. No, sir. His office is in the village. 
Question. vVhich did you go to first,-,vhere you saw Tabbut, or 

Austin's office? 
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Answer. Austin's ofllce first. 
QuPstz'.on. Did you call there first? 
.Answer. I thiuk I did at his office door; I am not certain. Tht· 

door was closed. 
Question. vYhetlwr or not you went to Austin's office first? 
.Answer. I do not remember distinctly. I was in his office during 

the day, but I think I called at his office when I went there in the 

morning. 
Que:-stion. ,vm you swear you did? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you find it closed? 
Answer. The door was closed. 
Question. How many minutes before yon saw Tab1mt? 

Answer. It was a short time. I drove right along. 
Qnestion. It could not have been over ten minutes? 
Ansioer. Yes; the road was very muddy; it might have been 

longer than that; I do not know the distance. 
Question. After yon went to his office yon drove right along to 

Tabbut's? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. It couldn't have taken over ten minutes to go half a 

mile? 

Anszcer. It seemed longer than that. It may be a mile. 
Questz'.on. You think it was about eleven when you saw Tahhut? 
Answer. I think so. 
QuPstfon. ,vent right to Tabbut's house? 
AnswPr. I think so. 
Question. Did you find him there? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. What did you tell Tabbut was the defect in the Addison 

return? 

Answer. I suggested to him, the same as I did in Jonesborough, 
defects which might occur. 

Question. \Vhat did you tell Tablmt was the defeet in the Addison 

return for Senatorial votes? 
Answer. I think I mentioned to him that there might be a mis

take in the aggregate vote, or writing out the names. 
Question. ,vhat did you mean by a mistake in the aggregate vot(·? 
Answer. That the whole nnmber of ballots did not agree ·with the 

number cast. 
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Q,uestion. That the whole number of votes was too much? 
Answer. Too much or too little; I did not know what. 
Questfon. Did you have any copy of the returns with you? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Had you seen the town record before that? 
Answer. No, not before that. 
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Question. Where had you heard that the whole number of ballots 
as written out did not agree with the vote as cast? 

Answer. I do not know as l heard it definitely anywhere ; I do 
not think I did. 

Question. Where had you heard that, if that mistake was made, 
it would be fatal? 

Answer. It seemed to me it would be fatal, in my own judgment. 
Question. You had not heard of the Farmington case then? 
Answer. No. 
Question. It had not hef•n mentioned? 
Answer. Not to my knowledge; I do not remember that I had 

heard. 

Question. You thought that would he a fatal defect? What did 
you tell Tab but? 

Answer. I recollect that I told him that any mistake might prove 
fatal. 

Question. ,vhat defect did you tell him was committed in making 
up the Addison Senatorial return? 

Answer. I suggested to him any of the several mistakes. 
Question. ·what did you tell him was the defect in that return? 
Answer. He told me of some mistake in footing the returns,-the 

aggregate vote. 
Question. Wasn't that aftPr yon had suggested to him what the 

defect was? 
Answer. No; I doubt if it was. 
Question. Don't you know that you told him first what the defect 

was? 
Answer. I do not remember that I told him first; I may have 

done so ; but in the conversation he said that by Austin's direction 
he had taken the four candidates for Senator and added them 
together to get the aggregate vote; he thought it was wrong, but 

Austin thought it was right. 
Question. Hadn't yon heard before that that was the defect? 
Answer. No, I hadn't heard. 
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Question. You said before that yon had heard that was the 

defect? 
.Answer. :Nothing positive,-simply a rumor. 
Question. Yon had heard a rumor to that effect? 
Answer. Something of that sort ; I do not know what. 
Question. Did you go back with Tabbnt or make any effort to find 

Austin? 
Answer. I did, after dinner. 

Quest'ion. Then? 
Answer. I did not have time then. I was not going in that direc

tion ; I was going in another direction before dinner - to see a sick 
gentleman. 

Question. Wasn't Mr. Austin's house near by? 
Answer. I do not know what part of the town he lives in. 
Question. Wasn't it in Addison village? 
Answer. It might he; his office was there. It was inconvenient 

for me to return there; I wanted my dinner. 
Question. You made no further effort to get at the town records? 
Answer. I saw the town records. 
Qitestion. That time? 
Answer. No, not in the forenoon. 
Question. "\Vhat did you request Mr. Tabhut to do with this 

return you left with him? 
Answer. I do not rembember that I made any request excepting 

to make the necessary corrections, if there were any to be made ; 
that is all I recollect. 

Question. State what the words used by you were as near as you 
can recollect, when you told J\fr. Tahbut what you wanted him to 
do with that return? 

.Answer. My idea was to make a corrected return. I think I 
suggested to him to make a corrected return to conform to the 
record, that is my idea, supposing the record was right. 

Question. You left him there? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. vYhere did you go next? 
Answer. To Lee Nash's house in Columbia. 
Question. What time did you get back? 
.Answer. I should think between one and two in the afternoon. 
Question. Whom did you see there? 
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.Answer. I think several persons; I saw Mr. Austin, the Town 
Clerk. 

Question. Did you see Tab but and Austin? 
Answer. Not together, I think; I do not remember that I saw 

them together at all. 
Question. Did you see Mr. Nash? 
Answer. I do not remember that I saw him that day; I think 

some one said he was out of town ; but I am not certain. 
Question. You do not think you saw him? 
Answer. I cannot remember that I saw him at all; possibly I did. 
Question. What reason had you to suppose that the first return 

that was sent to Augusta did not correspond with the record? 
Answer. The reason is because we have had trouble a great many 

times in that county and I suspected there might be again. 
Question. Did you go to all the towns in the county? 
Answer. No; I talked with officers in quite a good number. 
Question. That day, what towns did you visit in reference to 

records? 
Answer. I guess I mentioned records to officers of Whitneyville, 

Jonesborough, Columbia Falls and Addison that day. 
Question. How many returns did you have? 
.Answer. I had only two ; that is my recollection ; I do not know 

but there might have been more. 
Question. You put those in what towns? 
Answer. Addison and .Jonesborough. 
Question. What reason had you to suppose that the first return 

that had been sealed up and sent to Augusta did not correspond to 
the town record ? 

Answer. Because they were pretty strong Democratic, and I 
wanted to save the majorities? 

Question. What reason had you to think they were not all right? 
Answer. I had no reason. 
Question. Why did you go to those two towns with those two 

blanks if you didn't know that the first two returns sent in from 
those towns did not correspond to the record and were not right? 

Answer. I think I had three blanks, but did not leave but two. 
Question. It has not come out before that you had but two? 
Answer. I cannot state ; but, if I had, I only used two. 
Question. What reason had you for believing that the first two 

returns that had been regularly sealed up in town meeting and sent 
on from those two towns did not correspond with the record? 
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Answer. Because of the conversation with Mr. Tabbut when I 
went there. I went there to inquire. 

Question. You went to the Town Clerk's to inquire of him first? 
Answer. I should have asked for the record if he had been in. 
· Question. You had not seen Mr. Tahbut then? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. 1Vhat reason had you to believe then that the Town 

Clerk's returns, made up and sent to the Secretary of State's office 
on the day of the town meeting, were not correct? 

Answer. Just the same as I knew they were wrong in other towns. 
I had heard these rumors and I took these towns in my mind. 

Question. It is a cnrions thing you happened to hit upon those 
two towns with the two blanks you left there? 

Answer. One of them I had a definite reason for. 
Question. Don't you know-and don't you know that all of us 

know-that when you started you knew that the returns from Addi
son and ~Jones borough were wrong and needed correction? 

Answer. I had no definite knowledge. 
Question. "\Vas it not that that bent your steps to those two towns? 
Answer. I had no definite knowledge. 
Question. Hadn't you got such reports as led you to go straight 

to those two towns ? 
Answer. I feared there might be errors there. 
Question. Didn't you believe from information you had received 

that the returns from those two towns were fatally defective? 
Answer. No; I feared they might be so. 
Question. From information you got? 
Answer. From rumors and conversation I had heard at different 

times-the same as other places. 
Question. Did you find any other towns where you left blank 

returns? 
Answer. I do not remember that I did. 
Question. You had those two returns and left them in those two 

towns? 
Answer. That is my recollection. 
Question. What time did you get back to Addison? 
Answer. I think half-past one or two. 
Qilestion. 1Yhom did you then hunt for? 
Answer. I did not hunt for anybody. 
Question. Whom did you find? 
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Answer. I was in one or two stores and saw men I was acquainted 
with. 

Question. See Mr. Austin? 
Answer. I was in his office after dinner. 
Qnestion. Talk with him about returns? 
Answer. I made no mention of it. 
Q,uestion. Do you mean to say that when you had failed to find 

him in the morning when you wanted to see him about the town 
records and after seeing Mr. Tabbut, you did not ask Mr. Austin 
about the record and return? 

Answer. I had a very good reason for not asking him. I met 
1\fr. Tabbut and he sait1 he had been talking with him about the 
return, and if he couldn't do it I thought I couldn't. 

Qiiestion. Did you see the book? 
Answer. I saw the hook. 
Question. Did you examine it? 
Answer. He had it open. 
Question. You did look at it with him? 
Answer. No. I did not call it a town record; he did not call it 

a town record. 
Question. You did not examine it? 
Answer. No. 
Question. How did you know it was the book of town records if 

he did not tell you ? 
Answer. He was sitting on one side of the table, and I stood near 

him at his right hand. I could see the name " Town of Addison," 
and saw on sheets of paper what I called record of September 
meeting, and he was copying it into his hook. 

Qiiestion. You didn't ask him to let you look at the record of the 
Senatorial vote of town of Addison? 

Answer. No, sir. I was thinking about the business I called to 
see him on. He closed his book up in a minute after I called, and 
we did our business. 

Question. You had talked with Mr. Tabbut that morning about 
the defect in the Senatorial return? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And he had told you about Mr. Austin's reckoning up 

the number of ballots wrong? 
Answer. That is my recollection. 
QHestion. And, three hours afterwards, you came back and were 
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in Austin's offiee where the rerord was~ and you never asked to 
look at the record? 

Answer. No; I did not think enough of it at that time to care. 
Question. Your object was to get a return corrected by the 

record? 
Answer. I left all I had to say to Mr. Tabbut. 
Question. ·what was your object in going to see the town record8 

in the morning? 
Answer. I thought I would step in there and it would save further 

search. I had got through with my conversation and was thinking 

of something else. 
Question. Who had you seen besides one of the Selectmen? 
Answer. Nobody. I had seen other individuals. 
Question. You say you had seen Mr. Tabbut after you came back, 

before you saw Mr. Austin in the office? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. What took place then? 
Answer. I think I asked him if he had mentioned it to Austin or 

looked at the record. I think he told me that the record was not 
made, but was on sheets of paper. 

Qnestion. What did he tell you that Mr. Austin's position was? 
Answer. It was right in the footing of the aggregate vote, that he 

did not want to correet it. I do not remember his precise language. 
Question. He said he had seen the record or sheets? 
Answer. I do not recollect whether he told me he had seen the 

sheets or record or only talked. He talked to me as though he had 
conversed with·Anstin. 

Question. Did yon get from hi.m that he had seen the sheets or 
record? 

Answer. I did in the conversation. 
Questfon. How did he say the record was? 
Answer. I think he told me the record was in that form, just the 

same as the return ; but I do not know as he did. I think he told 
me the record and return agreed. 

Question. If he told you that, how long after that did you see Mr. 
Austin? 

Answer. ,vithin ten minutes. 
Question. Do you mean to say you did not then ask Mr. Austin 

in his office, with the book open and the record there that he was 
copying in, to show you the Senatorial record? 
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Answer. I did not ask him, and did not care enough about it ; 
after Mr. Tabbut told me he would not do anything about it I had 
nothing more to say. 

Qu,estion. Did you take your blank book? 
Answer. No; I had left it with Mr. Tabbut. 
Question. Why didn't you take it? 
Answer. It was of no use to me. 
Qu,estion. Were you going into other towns?' 
Answe1·. I did not know I should go that day. 
Question. Did you have that sort of blanks in your shop? 
Answer. No, sir. 
QutsUon. If you were going into other towns and that blank was 

not to be used there and you gave up all interest in it, why did you 
not take that back? 

Answe1·. I did not want it ; I did not know there would be any 
mistake there, but I was cautious. 

Question. If you had had this in any Democratic town where you 
were wouldn't you have left it? 

Answer. If I had had it and needed it. 
Question. You did not take this return? 
Answer. No. He suggested that he would see Mr. Nash on his 

return. 
Q,uestion. Didn't you make an arrangement with Mr. Tahbut that 

the thing was not to be given up-that he was to see the other 
Selectmen and that he was to report to you whether he succeeded 
in getting a new return made ? 

Answer. I think likely. Mr. Nash was out of town, and Mr. 
Leighton lived some distance away and I could not see them. 

Question. Do you not remember that, when you came back and 
talked with Mr. Tabbut, and he told you that Mr. Austin had de
clined making the change, you agreed with him that he was to see 
Mr. Nash, the other Selectman, and see if the return couldn't be 
c~rrected, and to let you know? 

Answer. Very likely. Very possible I suggested to him to do that., 
Question. Wasn't that why you left it with Mr. Tabbut, to see if, 

he couldn't find Mr. Nash and get the correction made ? 
Answer. If he could make a correction. 
Question. Do you say that, after you had left it with Mr. Tabbut· 

to fix it with Mr. Nash and correct it, still you went to Mr. Austin's. 
office and never asked to see this Senatorial record? 

20 
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Answer. Yes, because I got the idea he wouldn't make any cor
rection. I do not know but Mr. Tabbut suggested he wanted to 
see l\Jr. Nash. 

Qne1:5tion. Why did you leave the return with Mr. Tabbut unless 
there was a chance of getting it corrected? 

Answer. That is my way of doing business; I wanted to see the 

end of it. 
Question. You thought po:,.;sibly there might be a correction; what 

kind? 
Answer. Any error in a return. 
Question. A correction b,y the record? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Yet with the thing under your nose, you never asked to 

see the record? 
Answer. No, sir; I was in a hurry. 
Question. You seem to have been remarkably in a hurry at such 

times? 
Ansiver. Yes, I was in a hurry. 
Question. Why should yon have been in a hurry when you had 

started to get a correction made by the record, and the record was 

under your nose ? 
Answe1·. Because I had no right to correct it. If the Selectmen 

eouldn't do it I couldn't do anything. I only wanted to get them on 
the track to do anything that was necessary. 

Questfon. Mr. Austin was copying into the book? 
Ansu;er. Yes, sir. 
Question. Yet you had these five or ten minutes to have talk with 

Mr. Tabbut and leave the return with him, for him to see Mr. Nash 
and to make a correction from the record? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Although you had been in the morning to the Town 

Clerk's office to see the record? 
Answer. I think I had, but am not positive. 
Question. If you called, it was for the purpose of seeing it? 
Answer. If I had called in I should have seen it. 

Qiwstion. After all this talk you never asked to see the town 
record? 

Answer. No; it would not have done me any good. 
Question. What good would it have done in the morning? 
Answer. I shouldn't have gone any further if I saw any mistake. 
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Question. Why should Mr. Tab but go any further? 
Answer. I supposed they understood their duties better than I did. 
Question. ·why did you go near them at all? 
Answer. Because, if anything could be corrected I wanted it done. 

The very best men I am acquainted with make mistakes, in almost 
all business,-clerks, treasurers, and that class of people. 

Question. You were there to help get it corrected? 
Answer. No. 
Question. ·what did you carry the return for? 
Answer. To give it to anybody who would take it and attend to 

their duty. 
Question. The thing which you wanted to do was to correct from 

the record? 
Answer. I wanted to get that return to conform to the record. 
Question. ·when the record was under your nose you did not look 

at it? 
Answer. No, not after the conversation I had with Mr. Tabbut, 

and he told me Mr. Austin could not correct or would not. 
Question. Did he say he would report to you what Mr. Nash said? 
Answer. I think he did. 
Question. Did he? 
Answer. I do not remember. 
Question. Did he not write to you? 
Answer. Possibly. If I asked him to very likely he did. 
Question. What did he write to you after he saw Mr. Nash? 
Answer. I do not recollect. One minute decided the destiny of 

that letter as all others I do not want to file. 
Question. Can you recollect that he wrote you? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you get any idea that the Addison return was going 

to be corrected ? 
Answer. No, nothing. 
Question. Did you see him or talk with him? 
Answer. No; nothing till we left home this time; perhaps I men

tioned it to him on the boat yesterday. 
Qu,estion. Did you know what happened between him and Mr. 

Nash afterwards? 
Answer. I do not remember that I did. I do not know but Mr. 

Tabbut might have told me. 
Q'uestion. You did not get any return corrected from Addison? 
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Answer. I do not know. I saw that the returns were made up 
by two Fusion Town Clerks and sent on, but I do not know. 

Question. You heard nothing? 
Answer. No. 
Question. How soon after that did you see Mr. Talbot? 
Answer. I do not know as I saw him for a month. 
Question. Where did you see him? 
Answer. If I saw him it was in my office. He lives in East 

Machias. 
Question. How far from your office? 
Answer. Three miles. 
Qnestion. A great deal of intercourse between the towns? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. A good deal of business between the two towns ? 
Answer. No, sir; but travel and social calls. Some East Ma-

chias people do business in our town. I do not see him on an 
average of once a month. 

Question. Didn't you see him within a day after you got back? 
Answer. I do not remember that I saw him within a month, don't 

think I did. 
Question. Didn't mention about this? 
Answer. I do not remember that I did. 
Question. Thought it was all right? 
Answer. I supposed so. 
Question. w·hat kind of an envelope was with the blank returns? 
Answer. I do not know that I saw an envelope. 
Question. Examine any envelopes to see what the language was 

on them? 
Answer. No. 
Question. In this pile you fished out from your papers, after J\Ir. 

Talbot had left, you cannot tell whether he left any envelopes? 
Answer. I cannot tell; he did not leave any pile. 
Question. Don't you know that· the envelopes have, on the out-

side, blanks to be signed by the Selectmen and Town Clerk? 
Answer. I have not been town officer for thirty years. 
Question. Don't you know that? 
Answer. No; I don't know anything about the address on them. 
Question. Do you know that the address was to the Secretary of 

State, and they were to be returned there? 
Answer. No, sir. 
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Qnestion. What did you suppose was going to be done with the 
blanks if they had been corrected? 

Answer. ·what the Selectmen saw fit; sent to the Secretary of 
State's office, perhaps. They knew just as well as I did. 

Question. Rather a rambling ancl purposdess kind of a trip? 
• Answer. Yes; I had no definite object; I had a dozen objects in 

view. 
Question. Didn't know much about the blanks? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Didn't know much about defects? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Didn't know much about envelopes? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Didn't know much about what l\fr. Talbot wanted done 

with them? 
Answer·. No. 
Question. Djd not know much about where they were to be 

returned to? 
.. Answer. No. 
Question. Didn't know much about whether Tab bot wrote to you? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Did not know much about anything in general? 
Answer. No, nothing only I wanted to get the Selectmen after 

• any errors. 
Question. Yon happened around to Jones borough? 
Answer. Happened just right. 
Question. Happened at Addison? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qztestion. Happened to hit Democratic Selectmen? 
Answer. I always go for them. 
Q'uestion. Happened to leave the blanks? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Happened to strike two towns where the returns were 

defective? 
Answer. So you say. 
Question. Happened to leuve the returns thete? 
Answe1·. Yes ; if they had wanted them at Columbia Falls I 

should have left them there. 
Question. What do you think became of the third return if you 

had it? 
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.A.nswe1·. I never thought of it. 
Question. That is entirely blank? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qnesiion. Perhaps you used it for making out a deed? 
Answer. If there was a blank side I sl~uld use it for copy. 
Qitestion. Are you in the habit of having blank returns given or 

sent to yon after election to cure defects in towns? 
Answer. I do not know that I have for a good many years. I 

may h::vrn in old Democratic times when we were doing those things. 
Question. It was not teaching you any ne,v trkks? 
.A.nswe1·. No; I knew all about it before. The Republicans havt' 

heeu trying it for twenty-three years and I have been glad to get 
this chance. 

Question. The Republicans, who came in since: mnst hani learned 
it from them? 

Answer. Yes; a good many Democrats went over to the Repul>li
caus. 

Question. Do you think you ever before had any returns sent you 

after election to fix np a town? 
Answer. I do not think I ever did; I do not remember; these 

things I let go quick as I can and go to something else. 

BY MR. STROUT : 

Question. I understood you to say that you expected those returns, 
made up in open town meeting and forwarded to Augusta, would he 
corrected by the record? 

Answer. That is the idea I had. 
Question. Did ,You ever know a return to be corrected by anything 

else than a certified copy of the record? 
Answer. I had no definite knowledge of how it was done. 
Question. Isn't it a fact that the only law authorizing a correction 

of tho rotums,-the law of eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, 
authorizes a correction by a certified copy of the record? 

Answer. I suppose that is the only law; I do not know. 
Question. That is the only way you knew? 
Answer. I do not think I know of any other. 
Question. Did you ever see a town record made np with a printed 

heading on it such as yon find on every blank Senatorial return? 
Answer. I do not know as I ever did. 
Question. You never saw it in any Town Clerk's reeord, and it 

would be absurd to write it out there? 
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Answer. I cannot tell you what their forms are for recording. 
Question. If what you say is true, explain to this Committee how 

you happened to take a blank Senatorial return in order to get a 
certifierl copy of the Town Clerk's record by which returns made up 
in open town meeting and forwarded to Augusta, conld be cor
rected? 

Answer. The idea I had was this: if I had a blank return I 
shoulcl, if I ·were Selectman, fill it out as in September, stating it 
was a corrected copy agreeable to the record. 

Quei~tion. "\V ould it have been a certified copy of the town record? 
Answer. I should have so regarded it. 
Question. ,v oulcl it have heen a certified copy of the record, with 

that printed heading? 
AnsiDer. No. 
Que8tion. Have you not stated there is no law to your knowledge 

,vhich would authorize the COlTC'ction of any return excepting by a 
certified copy of the record? 

Answe1·. I do not know of any; I had a vagne idea th<_jre was a 
law that permitted Town Officers to correct returns to conform to 
the record. 

Question. ,v asn't this law and its constitutionality under discus
sion at that time? 

Answer. I do not remember. 
Question. Had ym1 prinkd in your paper the decision of the Gov

ernor and Council that that law was unconstitutional? 
Answer. I do not think I had. I do not think I had heard it 

spoken of-or anything about it then. 
Question. Didn't you go to Mr. Tablmt's house and tell hi.m that 

the defect i.n the Se11atorjal retmn from the town of Addison was 
that the whole nmnhcr of ballots -was not correctly stated and dif
fered from the number actually thrown? 

Answer. I might have stated so to hi.m, but I do not think I did 
positive. I only suggested any errors that might be. 

Q1iestion. I ,vant yon to state? 
Answer. I douht if I di(l. I have no recollection of it. 
Question. Did you mention to him at that time any other defct·t 

than the defect I have stated? 
Answer. Any rnisEpelling of names or absence of figures or words 

not written out. 
Questfon. Do you say upon your oath before this Committee that 
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you made no such statement to him as that to which I have called 
your attention? 

Answer. That is my recollection. 

BY Mn. STRICKLAND: 
Question. vVho was the Town Clerk of Addison? 
Answer. Mr. Austin. 
Question. His politics? 
Answer. Republican. 
Question. What are the politics of Addison as a town? 
Answer. Democratic majority all the way from twenty-five to 

seventy. 
Q'uestion. How long has 1\fr. Austin been Town Clerk? 
Answer. My recollection is nine or ten years. 
Question. Do you know anything in reference to the manner in 

which he makes up his records? 
Answer. I know this last fall I saw his record on the table at his 

office on sheets of paper and he was copying it into his volume. 
Question. How long after election? 
Answer. About nine weeks, I should think. 
Question. Do you know of any other instance of his making them 

up in the same way? 
Answer. I heard that the same Clerk let his records remain from 

September till two days prior to March election. 

BY l\:fn. COOK : 
Qu,estion. How much of the record was made up when you were 

in there that day? 
Answer. Not very much; I should think, just commencing. 
Qitestion. Didn't you say he closed it up in less than a moment? 
Answer. He folded his book and placed the sheets, as I supposed, 

between the leaves. 
Question. Could you tell how much of it was made up? 
Answer. I should think two or three inches ·written on_ the page. 
Question. How do you know it was not on the other page? 
Answer. I saw the commencement, and it had the appearance of 

a usual town record. I saw the town of Addison mentioned once or 
twice in the lines. 

Qitestion. How did you know it was the commencement of the 
record? 

AnstQer. It looked to me as I have seen warrants posted in town 
meeting, in halls, entries, etc. 
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BY MR. HALE: 
Question. You thought it a little strange that, at that time, he was 

extending his records on the town book ? 
.Answer. It occurred to me it was late for doing such work. 
Question. Wasn't' that a little additional reason why you should 

ask him to let you see the record? 
Answer. It did not occur to me it was any of my business about 

his record. 
Q1testion. Were you not around for the purpose of getting returns 

corrected by the record? 
Answer. Yes; It did not occur to me, at that time, thnt I should 

look at it or wanted to. I had had all the conversation I wanted to 
have ; I had satisfied myself; I had discharged all the duties I felt 
I had to do. 

GEORGE ·w. DRISKO, recalled. 

BY 1\iR. STROUT : 
Question. ·where did you get your information in relation to the 

defect in those returns. 
Answer. I do not recollect that any single person told me about it. 
Question. Tell this Committee :where you got your information in 

relation to those defects? 
.Answe1·. No one person told me anything about it that I think of. 

Information was gathered from rumor and gossip. 
Qaestion. ·wm you tell this Committee where yon got the infor

mation which yon gave to those two men [Merritt and Tab but J who 
have stood face to face with you and testified that you gave them the 
specific and definite information? 

Answer. My recollection is, I made that general statement that 
these mistakes might be so, not positive ; it might be so. 

Question. You will not tell me where yon got it? 
Answer. I do not remember any single individual who told me 

anything about a positive mistake of that kind. 
Questi'on. V{ e gi.ve yon an opportunity to tell under oath. 
Answer. I have no recollection of any individual telling me. 

BY MR. STRICKLAND: 
Q1.testion. 1V ere you in Addison - or where were you on N ovem-

ber eighth1 last? 
Answe1·. I was on my way home from Portland, in a steamer. 
Question. Did you see Austin in Addison that 'day? 
Answer. No, sir. 
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MARCH 11, 1880, P. lVI. 

,JAMES R. TALBOT, sworn cincl excirninecl. 

BY 1\fa. HALE : 
Question. ·where do you reside? 
.Answei'. East Machias. 
Question. Your business? 
Answer. Lumbering and navigation. 
Question. vVhether cir not you were one of the candidates for 

~enator from Washington county l1uring the last election? 
Answer. I was. 

Qiiestion. After that election, did you read the daily papers anc1 
the return of votes eoutained therein, with a view of ascertaining 
whether or not your were elected? 

Ansir.:er. I usually read tlie papers. 
Question. Did you then? 
.Ansiuer. I vresnme I did. 
Question. As appeared from the reports contn.ined in tlle news

papers, were you elected or defeated as then appenred? 
Answer. Taking the •· nfachias Republican" as authority, it 

, appeared I was not elected. 
Question. How soon after the election did you commence to make 

question as to wl.J.c.-ther or not you were elected? 
Answer. I did not make question at all. 
Question. How soon c1ic1 you commence to examine into the 

question of yom election? 
..Answer. I <.lid not examine into it nll, any more than to take the 

paper and read and examine the figures. 
Quesiion. Were you in Angnsta after the election? 
Answer. No; I had not been in Augusta since the first clay of 

March, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, till I came the fifth of 
,January. 

Question. Did yon see any State official or any person connected 
with the Governor or Council af'ter the election and prior to your 

coming here in January? 

Answer. I did not. 
Qilestion. Did yon receive any commlmication directly or indi

rectly, from any person connected with the State Depari;ment, either 
Governor, or Governor and Council, or Secretary of State, or 
Deputy Secretary of State, or any other officer? 
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Answer. I did not receive any from any of those officers. 
Question. Did you receive any blanks from any person in 

Augusta; or any election blanks, after the election and before the 
first of January ? 

Answer. From any person in Augusta? 
Qiiestion. From any person? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. From.whom did y0u receive them? 
Answer. I do not know whether I know, really, who I received 

them from, or not, I conlcl tell you how I received them. 
Questfon. Tell me from whom you received them? 
Answe1·. I supposed I received them from Mr. Leavitt. 
Question: S. D. Leavitt? 
Answer. Y es,-of Eastport. 
Question. Late Adjutant General of this State? 
Answe1·. Yes, sil'. 
Qiiestion. Where did you learn that he obtained them? 
Answer. I did not learn : I never uskecl the question. 
Question. He did not tell yon? 
Answer. No. 

QiiesNon. Where did you receive them? 
Answe1·. I received them ;1t home, East Machias. 
Quesiion. Did be bring them t0 your house? 
Answe1·. No; they came by mail. I received them through the 

Post-office. 
Question. Had you seen Mr. Leavitt from the time of the Sep

tember election till you received those blank Teturns? 
Ansiver. No ; I had not seen him from the time I left him here 

last spring, and have not seen him yet. 
Question. Did you receive a letter from him? 
Answer. I received a letter ; the letter came little before the 

blanks,-a day or two. 
Quesiion. Have you got that letter? 
.Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Where is it? 
.Answer. Pretty hard to tell ; it was in the ashes the last time I 

saw it. 
Qiiestion. Did you destroy it? 
.Answe1·. I did. 
Qiiestion. When? 
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Answer. A few clays after I received it. 
Qilestfon. Why? 
Answer. Because I destroy all my letters, after I have read them 

to my satisfaction. 
Question. You had read it to your satisfaction and you destroyed 

it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What did he say in that letter in regard. to the blank 

returns that he forwarded to you ? 
Answer. He merely stated there were some errors in one or two 

towns, and he would send the blanks to me. 
Question. For what purpose? 
Answer. To have them corrected, if I saw fit. 
Question. To have the errors in the returns of those towns cor-

rected? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. '\Vhen was it he sent yon that letter? 
Answer. I cannot recollect the date. 
Question. As near as you can recollect the date? 
Answer. Some time the first of November. 
Question. vVas it not before the eighth of November? 
Answer. I cannot swear to any day or week. 
Question. According to your best recollection? 
.Answer. I should think not before the eighth. 
Q1wstion. How many blanks did you receive through the mail 

from Mr. Leavitt? 
Answer. Three. 
Question. vVhat kind of blanks were they? 
Answer. The same kind of blanks that they have for election 

purposes. 
Question. Were they blank returns for S0nators? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qiwstion. You received three blank returns for Senators? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. vVere those three blank returns all the papers that you 

received from Mr. Leavitt? 
Answer. No, sir; not all. 
Question. 'What else did you receive? 
Answer. I received nothing from him at that time excepting the 

blanks. 
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Question. Did you receive, afterwards, anything from him? 
Answer. I do not know as I did; I received the letter that I 

spoke of before. 
Question. Did you receive anything from Mr. Leavitt excepting 

that letter and these three blanks? 
Answe1·. No, sir. 
Question. From the time of the election till this time, have you 

received any communication, or any paper, or anything, directly or 
indirectly, from Mr. Leavitt, in person or from any person acting 
for him, excepting the letter and the three blank returns to which 
you have testified? 

Answer. I have not. 
Question. Directly or indirectly? 
Answer. No sir ; I have had a little neighborly correspondence 

with Mr. Leavitt, and that is all. 
Question. How many letters? 
Answer. One or two. 
Quest-ion. When were they written? 
Answer. The last one was written about a fortnight ago, I think. 
Question. When was the first one written? 
Answer. I will not say I have had any excepting the one I spoke 

of to you, and a fortnight ago. · 
Questi'on. In those letters was there any reference to the subject 

matter of this inquiry, directly or indirectly,-to the subject matter 
of returns, or alterations, or corrections o{ returns? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. In reference to the political situation? 
Answer. No; it might have been alluded to, indirectly. 
Question. You say that three blank returns and the letter were all 

you received from Mr. Leavitt ; did you receive any blank return or 
any paper connected with the Department of State, from any other 
person? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. By mail or by the hand of any person? 
Answer. I did not. 
Question. Did you receive, with these blank returns, any official 

envelopes, in which they were to be returned to the Secretary of 
State's office? 

Answer. I think that is the way I received them. 
Question. You received them with a corresponding number of 
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official envelope, for their return to the office of Secretary of 
State? 

Answer. Yes, Sir. 
Question. W"hat did you do with those three blank returns and 

the official envelopes accompanying them. 
Answer. I suppose you have heard what I did with them. 
Qitestion. I want you tell the Committee? 
Answer. I sent one to Whiting and left the other two at Machias. 
Question. To whom did you send the return at ·whiting? 
Answer. To Mr. Peavey. 
Quest-ion. Did you send a letter with it? 

Answer: Yes, sir. 
Question. What did the letter contain? 
Answer. I wrote to him in the first place that there were defects 

in his return and asked him if he would see they were changed. 
Question. Did you tell him what the defect was? 
.Answe;1. I did when I sent the blank. 
Question. What did you state it was? 
Answer. I think the defect was there that the whole number of 

votes was not given. 
Question. Had you seen the town record? 
Answe1·. No, sir. 
Question. Had you had any conversation with him in relation to 

it? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Had you had any conversation with any person about it? 
Answer. No. 
Question. How did you know that the defect in that return was 

the omission of the whole number of vc,tes? 
Answer. That came in a letter from Mr. Leavitt-the letter I 

spoke of. 
Question. Mr. Leavitt disclosed to you, in the early part of 

November, what the defect was in that return? 
Answer. I will not say the early part of November. All the way 

I can recollect that is by the testimony of Mr. Crane, of Whiting, 
who said, I think, that he received the letter the seventeenth. 

Question. It must have been disclosed before that day? 
Answer. Yes. It only takes half a day for a letter to go. 

Qu,estion. Mr. Leavitt disclosed to you what the defect was in 
that return, at that time? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Aud yon sent this blank return and envelope to Mr. 
Peavey, by which he was to makt> a 001Tected return? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. What did you 8.xpect him to do with it? 
Arunver. I stated, if he changed the return, he might date it the 

day he made it, or date it as this was, just as he was a mind to. 
That is all the instruction I gave him. 

Que:..;tion. ·what (lid you expect him to do with it? 
Ansicer. I expected him to send it to Mr. Leavitt. 
Qiwstl'.on. Did you direct him to send it to Mr. Leavitt? 
Answer. I think I did. 
Question. Do you testify you did? 
Answe1·. I think so. 
Question. What did yon expect l\lr. Leavitt to do with it? 
Answer·. I did not follow it as far as that. 
Question. What did you expect Mr. Leavitt would do with that 

return? 
Answe1·. I am sure I dirt not knmv what he would do. 
Question. You testit'.)' to the Committee that you had no expecta

tion as to what Leavitt would do ,vith that return when corrected? 
Answer. I had no reason to know and did not know. He did not 

tell me. 
Question. ·what did you do with the other two blank returns? 
Answer. I gave them to Mr. Drisko. 
Question. What Drisko? 
Answer. George '\V. Drisko, of Machias. 
Question. For what purpose? 
Answer. To go and see if they could be corrected. 
Question. Did you see Mr. Drisko in person? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Where? 
Answer. Machias. 
Question. Diel you go to see him? 
Answer·. I am there most every clay. 
Question. Did you take the blank returns into his office? 
Ansicer. I presume so. 
Question. Did you take blank envelopes? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You took those into his office? 
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Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. What direction did you give him about them? 
Answer. I did not suppose it was necessary for me to give him 

much direction ; I supposed he knew as much about it as I. 
Question. He was an old hand at that himself? 
Answer. I do not make any such charge; but he is editor of a 

paper and I presume he knows something. 
Question. Did yon give him any direction about it? 
Answer. I merely told him the defects there were in the returnR. , 
Question. ·what did you tell him to do with the blanks? 
Answer. I asked him if he would get them corrected. 
Question. What did he tell yon? 
Answer. He told me he would. 
Question. ·what two towns were there that he was to go to get 

the returns corrected? 
Answer. Addison and Jonesborough. 
Question. What was the defect in the town of Addison? 
Answer. I really cannot tell what was the defect was in Addison. 
Question. You told him what it was, at the time? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. You told him, at the time, correctly? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. From what source did yon get your information? 
Answer. The same source I got the other. 
Question. From 1\fr. Leavitt? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What was the defect in the return from Jones borough? 
Answer. The only defect there was, ".James R. Talbot" so many 

votes, "John T. vVallace, Jr." ditto marks; "Austin Harris" so 
many votes, '' Alden Bradford" ditto marks. 

Question. You told Brother Drisko what that defect was? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And told him to go and get it corrected? 
Answe1·. I dkl not tell him, because I did not have any authority. 
Question. You told him what the defect was, and what you 

w~mted? 
Answe1·. Yes, or I should not have gone to see him. 
Question. Did you tell him any other defect? 
Answer. That was all the defect I knew. 
Question. That is all the defect yon said anything about to Drisko? 
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Answer. Yes; that is all the defect there was that I knew of. 
Question. You placed those returns in his hands and left them 

with him? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What did you expect would be done with the returns 

you gave to Drisko, if they were corrected? 
Answer. I did not trouble myself much about that, and did not 

know what would be clone : I supposed they would be sent here for 
some purpose. 

Question. ,vhen you say "here," you mean to the Secretary of 
State's office at Augusta? 

Answer. At Augusta,-headquarters. 
Question. Did you give any other directions than to go and have . 

the returns amended? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Diel you express to him any desire excepting simply to . 

go and have the returns of Addison and Jonesborough corrected in 
the particulars you have named? 

Answer. That is all it was necessary to give him. 
Question. It was all you did give him? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question.. Did you suggest to him any other defect in the Jones- . 

borough return excepting the ditto marks which you have stated? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Qiiestion . . How early was that? 
Answer. That was the same time; I do not recollect the date; 

but the whole operation was within a day or two. 
Qnestion. How did you know of the defect in the ,Jonesborough 

return? 
Answer. The same source. 
Qiiestio.n. From S. D. Leavitt? 
Answer. Yes, the same way I knew the other. 
Question. Had you heard or did you know that Mr. Leavitt had 

come from Augusta a short time before he gave you this information? 
Answer. No; I had no means of knowing till I received that let-

ter from him. 
Qiiestion. You knew he was in Augusta upon official duties ? 
Answer. I knew his headquarters were here. 
Question. And that his office was in the room adjoining this where · 

the Committee are? 
21 
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Answer. Yes, last Spring. 
Question. Just across the hall-way from the office of Secretary of 

StHfo? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you know of any other defects existing in any 

other returns than those, from Washington county? 
Answer.· No, sir. 
Question. Did you hear of any other? 
Answer. I did not look into it; did not examine to see whether 

there was any or not. 
Question. Did you hear of any? 
Answer. No ; I supposed, by the driving around, there was some. 
Que15tfon. Did you have any conference with Mr. Smart in rela-

tion to it? 
Answer. No, sir. I have not seen Smart but once since last 

August, I think. 
Question. You were counted in? 
Answer. I received a certificate from the Governor and Council 

that I was elected. 
Question. That was contrary to what you supposed immediately 

.after election? 
Answer. Yes, it was. 
Question. Mr. Drisko has testified substantially, before the Com

mittee, that you suggested numerous errors that might be in the 
returns of Jonesborough and Addison; but I understand you to say 
that you called his attention specifically to the two defects which you 
have mentioned? 

Answer. I do not recollect of calling his attention to anything else 
but those two. 

Question. You do recollect of calling bis attention to those two 
defects? 

Answe1·. Yes, sir. 
'Question. You knew or heard there had been a return from Jones

borough? 
Answer. I do not know how I should know that. 
Question. You knew, if there was a defect in the return, you had 

every reason to believe there was a return to have a defect in? 
Answer. I do not know as that necessarily follows. 
Question. Did you know anything about a blank return coming 

frQrn Jones borough? 
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Answer. I did not. 
Question . .. When did you first hear that there was a blank return 

from Jones borough? 
Answer. I did not hear; I believe I have noticed it in the paper 

within a day or two, something of that kind ; but did not know what 
it meant. 

Question. Yon did not know what the statement about there being 
a blank return meant? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Is there any other statement yon desire to make? 
Answer. I do not know as there is ; I came here expecting to tell 

the truth, and I have told it. 

FEBRUARY 27, 1880, P. M. 

JOHN H. STILLINGS, sworn and examined. 

BY l\fa. HALE : 
Question. Where is your residence? 
Answer. Berwick, Maine. 
Question. ·were yon, in eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, the 

Town Clerk of Berwick? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. Are yon now Town Clerk of Berwick? 
Answe1·. I am. 
Questfon. vVere you present at the September meeting in eighteen 

hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. Yes. 
Q'uestion. Acting as Town Clerk during the day? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. ,vho were the Selectmen? 
Answer. I do not know as I can give them in regular order. 

Richard L. Goodwin, I think, was first, and Moses E. Clark, second, 
and Daniel H. Toothaker, third. 

Question. w· ere they present at the town meeting? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. During the day? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Were you there at the time the meeting closed? 

Answer. I was. 
Question. Did you help make up the returns? 
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Answer. I did. 
Qnestion. For the different officers voted for? 
Ansioer. Yes. 
Question. "\Vere the returns made up in open town meeting? 
Answer. They were. 
Question. "\Vere they completed and sealed there? 
Answer. They were. 
Question. Do you know what became of the returns afterwards? 
Answe1·. They were sealed up, and I carried them directly from 

the Town House to the Post-office and deposited them in the Post
office that evening. It is not more than a minute or two's walk 

from the office. 
Question. All of them? 
Answer. Yes. 
Questfon. So that you attended not only to the returns themselves 

but to their direction in the envelope? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qnestion. How were they all directed? 
Answer. They were sent to Augusta, to the Secretary of State. 
Question. And were made up upon printed blanks furnished you? 
Answer. Y{~s. 
Qiwstion. And inclosed in the printed envelopes furnished you? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qnestion. Examine the paper which I now hand you, which pur

ports to be the Senatorial return from the town of Berwick, marked 
"Exhibit 7, G.D. B., Clerk of Conirriittee," and state whether you 
recognize that as the Senatorial return made up by you on that day? 

Answer. I do. 
Question. What part of that return is in your hand writing? 
Answer. It is all in my hand writing with the exception of the 

names of the three Selectmen and the initial letter in George H. 
Wakefield ; there was an ''A" there. 

Qnestion. It is all in your hand writing with the exception of the 
signatures of the three Selectmen-and the middle letter in the name 
of George "A." Wakefield? 

Answer. Yes. 
Qnestion. Examine the middle letter in the name of George "A." 

~Vakefield, carefully, and tell us what you discover in reference to 
,that letter; what is Mr. Wakefield's name? 

Answer. George H. Wakefield. 
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Question. Is he a man well known to you? 
Answe1·. Yes ; well known to me. I have had some correspond-

ence with him. 
Question. Is his name well known to you? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. Have you had occasion to see it and write it frequently? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Have you ever known it in any other way than as 

George H. Wakefield? 
.Answer. No. 
Q1wstion. Have you ever seen his name signed in any other way 

than '' George H. \Vakefielcl ?" 
.Answer. No. 
Question. State how you wrote that and what you discover? 
Answer. I wrote it-" George H. Wakefield." I see that that is 

connected at the top with an arch or circle or semi-circle, which I 
never made an ''A" in that manner. I always made a pointed 
'' .A," usually commenced at the top with a clown stroke and also at 
the top on the last portion. I never made a circular '' .A" or a cir
cular top to an ".A." 

Question. Are there other capital '' A's" made by you in that 
return? 

Answer. Yes in "Daniel A. Hill" and" ,Josiah A. Stover." 
Question. How are the A's in the names written by you made; 

describe your process of making them ? 
.Answer. Made with a pointed top, beginning at the top with a 

down stroke on the first section of the "A," and on the last clown 
stroke commencing at the top. 

Question. Is that your unvarying way of making a capital '"A?" 
Answer. I think I always had for a number of years. 
Question. Do you remember of having begun a capital '' A" at 

the bottom on the left hand side and carrying it up and around 
down on the right hand side? 

Answer. No : I do not recollect of making it that way. 
Q-aestion. But you always make it with two downward strokes? 

Answer. Yes. 
Qnestion. Examine that with a glass and state what you discover 

in the manner it was evidently made with reference to ink or any 

other peculiarities you see? [Witness examines return under a 

glass.] 
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Answer. I see that a different colored ink was used there, it seems 
over the top rather as though it was carried around very slowly, has 
the appearance as though any one's hand trembled a little in making 
the last portion connecting the two strokes of the "H." 

Question. How positive are you that you did not make that? 
Answer. I am just as positive that I did not connect that there as 

that I am here present with you. 
Qiwstion. ,v as it or could it have been done before you sealed up 

the returns and enclosed them to the Secretary? 
Answer. No; it couldn't. 
Question. It must liave been done since then? 
Answer. It must have been clone since. 
Qnestion. ,Vas J\fr. ,Vakefield certificated by the Governor and 

Council or counted out? 
Answer. Counted out. 
Question. "\Vho was counted in, in his stead? 
Answer. I do not know as I recollect his name now. 
Question. State the vote for Senator of the town there? 
Answer. "Pive hundred twenty-seven," the whole number. 
Qiwstfon. The Senatorial votes of the candidates, respectively? 
Answer. "Ira 8. Libbey, two hundred thirty-three; John Q. Den-

nett, two hundred thirty-seven; Daniel A. Hill, one hundred eighty; 
Josiah A. Stover, eighty-three; D. A. Hill, six; Charles P. Eniery: 
two himdred fifty-five; Jererniah W. Dearborn, two hundrecl fifty
fi,ve; George "A." Wcikefield, two hundred fifty-eight." 

Question. I ask you to look at the tabulations made by the Gov
ernor and Council of the Senatorial votes for the county of York, 
and look at the town of Berwick and state what you discover there 
as to the vote for George H. Wakefield? [Witness examines 

tabulations. J 
Answer. It seems to be two hundred and something, there. 
Question. That is, you discover there was written there in figures 

-can you tell whether it is two hundred fifty-eight, or, state what 
you do discover? 

Answer. I can see there is a portion of the '' 2 " there for two 
hundrecl; as to the other it may be two hundred fifty odd. 

Question. Do you discover there were three figures made, of which 
the '' 2" is plain? 

Answer. Yes. They have been erased, all of them. 
Question. Leaving an apparent blank space? 
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Answer. Yes. 
Questfon. Where do you find, upon that tabulation, that the vote 

for Gl~orge H. 1Vakefield is put clown? 
Answer. Carried to the right, and is tabulated as for George "A." 

Wakefield. 
Qnesti'on. So that, by those tabulations, does it appear that George 

H. Wakefield lost two hundred and fifty-eight votes? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Is the erasure plain, or otherwise? 
Answer. Jllnin. 
Question. It can be seen, even with the naked eye? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. But very clearly with the glass? 
Ansiver. Yes. 
Question. Is there any such man as George A. Wakefield that you 

know of. 
Answer. Not to my knowledge. 
Question. Please produce your record? 
Answer. I have it here. [Witness produces town records. J 
Question. The A's upon your record are such as you have 

described? 
Answer. Yes. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. You also made, at the same time, your Representative 

return from, the town? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. I pass you the Representative return from Berwick. 

marked "Exhibit 8, G. D. B., Clerk of Oornrnittee," and ask you if 
that return was made by you? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. You have examined the word " thirty" in the words 

•' thirty-one?" 
Answer. I have. 
Question. 1Vhether or not JOU have any recollection whatever of 

erasing that word "thfrty" or any word in its place, and re-writing· 

it? 
Answer. I have no recollection that there were any words erased ... 
Question: Look at the word, and especially at the letters '' h" and 

"y," and state whether or not your hand ever wrote that word, 
according to your best knowledge? 
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Answer. It does not look like my hand writing. I do not make a 

"y" in that manner. 
Question. Take the whole word together, is it, according to your 

best knowledge and judgment, your writing? 
Answer. I do not think it is. 
Question. You think it has been changed since it left your hands, 

by some one? 
Answer. It seems that it has. It seems as though it had been 

erased sometime, but I do not recollect of erasing it. 
Questz'.on. ls it perfectly apparent with the naked eye, but 

especially with the glass, that the word formerly written there has 
been carefully erased, and the word '' thirty" written in, in imitation 
of your hand-somewhat imitating your hand writing? 

Answer. It has that appearance. 
Qiwstfon. Do you think it is a good imitation of your hand 

writing? 
Answer. It does not seem to be. 
Qiwstion. "'\Vhat are the politics of Buffum? 
Answer. R,epublican. 
Qnestion. And of Reuben Chadbourne? 
A nswe1·. Fnsionist. 
Question. If that return had been rejected by reason of any 

informality in the whole number of ballots-the whole number of 
ballots not agreeing with the votes thrown-he would have lost how 
many votes ? 

Ansicer. He would have lost a majority of fifteen votes. 
Question. Have you any doubt that that is a forgery-the word 

''thirty?," 
Answe1·. I think it is. 

BY l\fR. STRICKLAND: 
Qitestion. vVould you swear positive? 
Answer. I do not feel so positive as I do in regard to the letter 

.. II." 

BY l\fR. COOK : 
Questi'.on. You would swear that was a forgery? 
Answer. I should. 

BY l\fa. STROUT : 
Question. After examining that as thoroughly as you have, state 

. just as you feel about it, whether there is any reasonable doubt in 
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your mind that that ,vord '' th frty" as it now stands written, over 
whatever was erased, was written by some other hand than your 
own and in imitation of yours? 

Answer. I cannot say positive, now; it does not look like my 
writing, but still it might have been ; I do not think it was ; but 
there is some doubt in my mind in regard to it. 

Question. You cannot swear positive? 
Answer. No, I cannot. 

BY l\fa. HALE : 
Question. Look at the Berwick return for County Officers and see 

if yon made it out? [Witness examines return. J 
Answer. Yes) I did. 

Qv,estion. Is that the return that was sent by you to the Secretary 
of State? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Read the return so far as it relates to County Commis

sioner? 

Answer. "The whole number of ballots given in for County Com
m.issfoner was five hundred and twenty." The persons rnted for 
severally received the nmnber of votes following, viz: For Richard L 
Goodwin two huncfrecl and seventy). Brackett Hall two hundred forty

nine. Scatteriny one." 
Question. That makes the whole number of votes the same as 

given for the candidates, and scattering? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. All added together make five hundred and twenty? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Or a plurality for Mr. Goodwin-of how many? 
.Answer. Twenty, in that ballot. 
Question. Do you know of any reason why the Governor and 

Council, in making np the returns for the County Officers, rejected 

the vote of Berwick for County Commissioner? 
Answer. I did not know it was rejected. 
Qnestion. Look at the the tabulation made up by the Governor 

and Council for County officers in York county, and see whether or 
not the vote of Berwick is rejected, for County Commissioner. 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. vVhat are your politics? 
Answer. I am a Republican. 
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MARCH 3, 1880, P. M. 

JAMES W. WAKEFIELD, sworn and examined. 

BY J\IR. STROUT: 
Questfon. Your residence and business? 
Answer. Bath, Maine; I am Postmaster. 
Question. ·whether or not you came to Augusta at any time dur

ing the counting ont excitement ; and did you examine any returns 
in the Governor and Council's Chamuer or in the Secretary of State's 
office? 

Answer. The latter part of December, I should say the twenty
third, as near as I can fix the date,-I called at the Secretary of 
State's office with a gentleman from York county, desiring to see 
the York county returns. Deacon Gove ordered them to be brought 
out, which Deputy Secretary of State Sawyer complied with. I was 
looking for the city of Biddeford to see whether three or four Alder
men had signed the return. In looking them over I saw the town 
of Berwick. 

Question. I present to ,you the Representative return from the 
town of Berwick, marked" Exhibit 8, G. D. B., Clerk of Commit
tee," and ask whether or not you have seen that return before, and 
if so, state its condition? 

Answer. I have seen the return before, in the Secretary of State's 
office, and. have no doubt it was on December twenty-third. 

Question. State its condition so far as the ''Five hundred and 
thirty-one" is concerned? 

Answer. vVhen I saw tiie return, I noticed a discrepancy between 
the number of votes and the nnmber of ballots. I asked Mr. Saw
yer to please take his pencil and make a note of the number of 
ballots, which he did; I then asked him to make a note of the 
number of votes given in for Buffum and the number given in for 
Chadbourne. The number of votes given in for both was five hun
dred and thirty-one, while the number of ballots differed thirty 
votes ; five hundred and sixty-one was the number of ballots. 

Question. Examine the return on the face and state what altera
tion or forgery you discover? 

Answer. I should say that the whole number of ballots had been 

changed from ''five hundred and sixty-one" to ''five hundred and 
thirty-one." 

Question. Is that the appearance, on i~spection, to the naked eye? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. ·what words have been changed? 

Answer. I should say that '' si:cty" had been changed to '' thirty." 
Qnestion. Has it 1een carefully erased? 
Answer. I should thonght it might have been erased without 

going entirely through the paper ; it has gone through. 
Question. The person who did it has scratched it through in one 

spot? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. On the twenty-third of December that was '· si:-cty" on 
the return where now it is '' thirty?" 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Examine the tabulation or docket placed in your handR, 
and state whether or not the return from Berwick was tabulated as 
if there had been no error in the return? 

Answer. It ·was; it is tabulated "531." 
Question. You find it tabulated '' 531," instead of '' 561 "? 
Answer. Yes, sir; the docket agrees with the return as altered. 
Question. In other words, the return has been altered so it could 

be docketed as it now appears? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. In whose hand:;; were the Representative, Senatorial and 

County Officer returns, after the present Legislature was organized, 
and up to January thirty-first, eighteen hundred and eighty? 

Answer. On the twenty-eighth day of January, P.A. Sawyer, for
merly Deputy Secretary of State, acknowledged to me that he had 
possession of the Gubernatorial returns, and the Senatorial returns, 
and the Representative returns, and the tabulations, and the State 
Seal ; but the County returns, he said, he had not seen, and did not 
know anything about where they were ; he had not possession of 
them and did not know where they were. 

Question. Afterwards, did you have negotiations which ended in 
those returns being delivered up by him to the Secretary of State? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QueBtion. Do you know when they were delivered up? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When? 
Answer. Thursday I had an interview with Mr. Sawyer in regard 

to the delivery of the returns to Mr. Chadbourne, - such as he had 
acknowledged he had possession of,-and he was unwilling to do so; 
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but, upon my urgent solicitation he agreed to deliver them np Sat
urday forenoon, as I told him I should go and make complaint,
swear out a warrant against him,-on his confession of having pos

session of them. I advised him to go to Portland Thursday night 
on the Pullman train and consult with Bion Bradbury in regard to 
it and come back on the following Friday evening train ; and I 
wottld join him at Brunswick and would return to Augusta Friday 
night. My reason for advising him to consult with l\Ir. Bradbury 

was, that he wanted, in surrendering, to place himself in position so 
as to preserve his relation and standing with his own party ·frie~ds. 
The following Friday evening I left home, joined him at Brunswick 
and came to Augusta. He informed me that Mr. Bradb1iry advised 

him to surrender everything ; but, on his arrival, he saicl he had 

found a telegram from A. P. Gould, advising him not to surrender, 
and to await a letter he would receive the next day from him. I 
suggested to Mr. Sawyer that it was not advisible for him to incur 
the risk of prosecution and bring discredit upon himself and disgrace 
on his family,-with probably conviction and imprisonment-to 
please A. P. Gould, who was advising him from sheer ugliness. He 
said that Mr. Gould had been counsel of their party, and he felt as 
a matter of courtesy, he should wait l\fr. Gould's letter. I then 
placed in Mr. Sawyer's hands a letter. l\lr. Sawyer then said that 
he would deliver np everything on the following- day at five o'clock 
P. M. The following morning the Secretary of State made a demand 
upon Mr. Sawyer for the delivery of such property as he had in his 
possession belonging to the State, which ·was served by the Sheriff 
of this county, Mr. Libby. 

l\LHWH 2, 1880, P. M . 

• Tmrn "'V. CLARK, sworn and exwniined. 

BY Mn. HALE: 
Qaestion. Residence Dayton, York County? 
Answer. Yes. 

Question. '\Vere you Town Clerk of Dayton in eighteen hundred 
and seventy-nine, and present at the September meeting? 

Anszrer. I was. 
Questiun. '\Vho made up the returns? 
Answer. I made them all but the last one ; and one of the Select

men made that up. 
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Question. Who made the Senatorial return? 
Answer. I made it. 
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Quest,ion. Examine the Senatorial return from the town of Day
ton, taken from the files of the Governor and Council, and see if 
you identify it? 

Answer. I do. 
Question. Is that the Senatorial return made out by you in open 

town meeting? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
Question. Whose are the signatures there? 
Answer. The Selectmen and Town Clerk's--my own. 
Question. You recognize them all? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Who wrote the body of the return? 
Answer. I wrote it. 
Question. Look at the name of Mr. Stover, one of the Senatorial 

candidates, and state, from examination of it with the naked eye 
and with the glass, what changes have been made in it since it left 
your hands? 

Answer. I have looked at it once wit11 a glass and will again. 
[Wjtness examines return with a magnifying glass. J I should say 
that the left hand stroke,-that is part of the left hand, the upper 
part of the left hand stroke-was put on afterwards. 

Question. Of the "A?" 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Have you any doubt about it? 
Answer. No; I haven't any doubt. 
Answer. ·what is your method of making an "A" generally; 

whether you make it with an open top? 
Answer. I generally make it with an open top. 
Question. So that it looks considerably like an "H." 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Look at the upper part of the right hand stroke of the 

middle letter of the name '' Josiah A. Stover," and see if it looks as 
though that had been put on ; see whether you are as certain about 
that as you are the upper part of the left hand? 

Answer. I am not so sure about the right as I am the left. 
Question. What ticket was Mr. Stover upon? 
Answer. Fusion. 
Question. Will you examine the Clerk's return from Dayton, 
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marked "Blank No. 6," and tell me how the name of Mr. Stover, 
Fusion candidate for Senator, is written, whether Josiah H. or 

Josiah A.? 
Answer. I should say Josiah H. 

Question. Very plain? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. That return was made up after the regular returns had 

been made up for Governor and Council? 
Ansiver. Yes; it was made by the Selectmen, not by me. 
Question. ·which one? 
An.-;wer. Samuel C. Hight. 
Question. The Clerk's return was made by him, but signed--? 
Ansicer. By myself. 
Question. You identify that as the Clerk's return from that town 

made up at the time and signed by you? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. After you had made up !he Senatorial return? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And made up from the Senatorial return? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You produce here, do you, a piece of paper containing 

an A which you have just made to show the Committee how you are 
in the habit of making an A? 

Answer. I do. [,-Vitness makes an "A" on a slip of paper 
and hands it to stenographer. J 

MARCH 3, 1880, P. M. 

FRANK M. Ton1AN, sworn and examined. 

BY lVfa. STROUT: 
Question. 1Yhere do you reside? 
Ansv:er. Fairfield. 
Question. Your business? 
Answer. Lumber busiLess. 

Question. vVhether or not you were chairman of Selectmen for the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 

Ansu:er. I was. 
Question. Your associates in office were--? 
Answer. H. C. Burleigh and C. J. Greene. 
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Question. Who was Town Clerk? 
Answer. F. E. Mc.Fadden. 
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Question. Were you present at the annual election, September 
eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 

Answer. I was. 
Question. After the polls closed, did you assist in making up the 

returns? 
Ansiver. I was present; I did not assist in any way except to 

sign my name. 
Question. State what occurred there in making up the returns? 
Answer. I think about three o'clock, Mr. Burleigh says: "Mr. 

McFadden and I will count up the ballots in the box." There were 
some parties there that were anxious to know about how we were 
getting along; and they took the box,-or Burleigh did; there was 
a table back, and he turned the ballots out and commenced count
ing. Greene and I kept on receiving ballots. From time to time, 
after they got the first batch counted up, they called for the others 
and emptied the box. At the time the polls closed, at five o'clock, 
there was just one ballot left in the box. 1V e waited a few moments 
and they said they had got them all straight,-got them all 
counted. I asked Mr. Burleigh if he was sure he was right. He 
said that he was. Mr. Starbird, one of the candidates for Sheriff in 
the county, a Republican, was dissatisfied with the count, and it was 
not satisfactory to him and thought it would ma~e trouble and 
wanted I should count the ballots over. I told him I guessed they 
were all right. He urged me very hard, and Mr. Greene took the 
ballots out of the box for me to count them over, and Mr. Burleigh 
picked them up and put them back in the box and said, '' I know 
they are right." I finally turned out the ballots and counted up 
Starbird's vote. I think in the first retnrn we made that Starbird's 
vote stands the same as in the second. I rather insisted on count
ing them all over. l\Ir. McFadden said he thought that was unnec
essary, that he was satisfied the vote was correct, and if we at
tempted to count them over again we were liable to be there till 
twelve o'clock. I finally consented to let it go as it was; still, I 
had a misgiving that there might he an error. 

Question. Did you go on, after the polls closed, and make up a 
complete set of returns for Senators, Representatives, County Offi
cers and Governor, and were those returns signed by all of the 
Selectmen and by Mr. McFadden, and sealed up and returned to 
Augusta? 
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.Answer. They were sealed up there in open town meeting. 
Questfon. In your presence? 
Answer. Yes. 
Questfon. Examine the several returns handed you, marked 

"Exhibit 13, G. D. B., Clerk of ·committee," being the returns 
from Fairfield for Governor, Senators, Representatives and County 
Officers, and state whether they are the original returns signed by 
you and sealed up in open town meeting? [Witness examines 

returns. J 
Answer. I should say those were the original returns. 
Question. Are you acquainted with the hand writing of the other 

Selectmen and the Clerk? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Are the signatures to those returns genuine? 
.Answer. Yes ; I should say they were, to the best of my knowl

edge and belief. 
Question. ,vhat was clone with those returns after they were made 

and sealed up in open town meeting? 
Answer. They were in the hands of the Town Clerk. I presume 

he. forwarded them to the Secretary of State. 
Question. Were they put in his hands for that purpose? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. After those returns were forwarded to the Governor 

and Council what took place in relation to the returns? 
Ansicer. Mr. McFadden, the Clerk, had the ballots and the check 

list in his possession, and the next m?rning he came to me-I should 
judge along about ten o'clock, met me on the street-and said, 
'' There is an error in the counting of those votes." Mr. Brown 
was present at the time. 

Question. What Brown? 
.Answer. Our Town Agent, S. S. Brown, who was one of the 

Governor's Council, was present at the time he notified me. I said 
to McFadden '' Is that so?" He said '' Yes ; I have counted those 
votes over and we made an error." I said to l\fr. Brown "What 
shall we do about it under those circumstances?" He hesitated a 

· moment and smiled a little, and said he really did not know what he 
should do under the circumstances. Said he '' You better go over 
and count them over with him and be satisfied whether you have 
made an error or not." I went over with McFadden into a private 
room and took the ballots out of the box and counted them over two 
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or three times ; he counted them, and then I counted them, and we 
counted them together, and we agreed and found we had made an 
error of twenty-four votes. 

Qnesifon. State precisely what the error was? 
Answer. The error was . on the County Officers. The way I 

accounted for it was, there was a package of twenty-four b11llots 
there that were Fusion County Officers and Garcelon's name at the 
head. Mr. Burleigh gave off what he counted to 1\lr. McFadden and 
he made a memorandum of them at the time, and instead of credit
ing those twenty-four Gubernatorial votes to Garcelon he credited 
them to Smith, and the County Officers were left off accidentally, I 
presume. There were two ballots there that had not the Governor's 
name on at all. 

Question. That is to the say the returns did not show the number 
of votes thrown for the Fusion candidates by twenty-four? 

Answer. Yes ; the whole number of Gubernatorial did show within 
two, the number of ballots cast. 

Question. What was said in the presence of Mr. Brown in relation 
to it, and what did he do, or what intimation from him? 

Answer. I inferred from the way he acted and appeared, that I 
could not get much information from him, from the way he answered 
me. Knowing the man I knew some of his peculiarities. 

Question. Did you ask him what to do? 
Answer. I asked him what we should do under the circumstances. 
Question. He gave you no definite answers? 
Answer. No, he said he did not really know. 
Question. What next happened? 
Answer. The Town Clerk and I talked the matter over occasionally 

about what to do. The other two Selectmen lived in the back 
part of the town,-not where we could get at them very handily. It 
ran along, I think, some two weeks after the returns had gone in, 
after town meeting, and the Clerk came to my office one day and 
said, "I have got a new set of blanks and we had better make a 
second return." I told him I did not know about that,-we had 
better give it considerable consideration before we concluded to 
make out a second set of returns ; that I would get the other mem
bers of the board together and talk it over and come to some 
conclusion in relation to it. In a few days the other members of the 
board came out and we got together and talked the matter over and 

22 
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finally concluded we would fill out a second set of blanks that had 
been furnished. I do not know that I asked the question where 
those blanks came from, but I inferred that he got them from 
Augusta. 

Question. McFadden did? 
Answer. I understood him to say he got them from Augusta. I 

inferred it was from Brown ; but I did not ask. After we had got 
together we concluded to make out a new set of returns, and I 
insisted that the Town Clerk should mark, on each · one of those 
returns, something to show which was the original and which was 
the amended return ; and a letter was written and we signed it and 
it was inclosed in the returns. 

Question. Examine the set of returns marked "Exldbit 14, G. 
D. B., Clerk of Oornrnittee," with the letter annexed thereto, which 
are returns from the town of Fairfield for Governor, Senators, 
Representatives and County Officers, and state whether or not these 
are the second set of returns made up by you and forwarded to 
Augusta. [WitnBss examines returns. J 

Answe1·. I should say that these signatures were genuine; and, 
according to the best of my knowledge and belief, these are the 
second returns. 

Question. Have you any doubt about it? 
Answer. I have not. 
Question. These second returns were made and signed by the 

several Selectmen an<i Town Clerk? 
Answer. They were. 
Quel)Uon. ·was that done upon consultation? 
Answer. It was. 
Question. Did you consult together as to anything being attached 

to these second returns so as to show, beyond question, that they 
were amended returns ? 

Answer. Yes, we talked the matter over right there, that there 
should be something on these returns to show they were amended 
returns to correct the mistake in the former returns-something to 
indicate which was the original set and which not. 

Question. What did you do in order to show that this second set 
of returns, to which you have testified, were amended returns from 
the town of Fairfield? 

.Answer. I did not do anything. 
QitesUon. ·what was clone? 
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Ansicer. I presumed there was something written across the top. 
I did not notice particularly ; but there was a fair understanding with 
us that there should be something on each one of these returns to 
indicate, on the top? 

Question. I call your attention to the slip of paper that is found 
attached to the second return for Governor, which is affixed to the 
return by mucilage, and contains the words "Arnended return of 
the Town of Fairfield, Sept. 25, 1879." By whom was that written? 

Question. According to the best of my knowledge and belief 
the Town Clerk wrote that. That is his hand writing. 

Question. I also call your attention to the slip of paper you find 
attached to the amended return from Fairfield for County Officers, 
with the same words upon it, viz : '' Arnencled return of the Town of 
Fairfield, Sept. 25, 1879," and ask yon to state whether that is also 
in the hand writing of the Town Clerk? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. I now call yonr attention to the amended returns for 

Senators and Representatives and ask you to state what you find 
upon the left hand margin at the top, above the printed heading? 

Answer. It looks as though the slip had been torn off by some 

one. 
Question. Is there any doubt that there was a slip of paper there, 

similar in form :and similar paper to that which you find upon the 
amended Governor return and County Officers' return, and that it 
was affixed by mucilage in the same manner that the two are 
attached, to which I have called your attention, and that it has been 
torn off? 

Answer. In my judgment there is no doubt about it. 
Question. I call your attention to the letter which is dated "Fair

field, Septeniber 25, 1879," and ask you to state in whose hand 

writing that is ? 
Answer. That letter was written by Mr. McFadden, Town Clerk. 
Question. ·whose are the signatures? 
Answer. F. M. Totman's, H. C. Burleigh's and C. J. Greene's, 

Selectmen of Fairfield, and attested by F. E. McFadden, Town 
Clerk. 

Question. Are they genuine signatures? 
Answer. They are. [Witness, at request of Mr. Strout, read the 

letter as follows : J 
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"FAIRFIELD, September 25, 1879. 
To the Secretary of State, Augusta, Jfe. 

Sir: Herewith please find amended report of the town of Fairfield, 
made in consequence of an error which occurred in the counting of the 
votes on the eve of the election, which we have made after a careful 
count of the votes, which ,vere carefully preserved. 

F. M. TOTMAN, } Selectmen 
H. 0. BURLEIGH, of 
c. J. GREENE, Fairfield. 

Attest-F. E. McFadden, Town Clerk of Fairfield." 

Question. Have you any doubt that that letter accompanied the 
second set of returns, to the Secretary of State? 

Answer. I have not. 
Question. Calling your attention to the return for Senators, will 

you state what the vote was? 
Answer. '' The whole nU?nber of ballots given in was seven hundred 

and thirty-three. Lewis Wyman had four hundred and four, Chand
ler Baker had four hundred and flue; Amos F. Parlin had three hun
dred and twenty-nine; Archibald Linn had three hundred and twenty
eight." 

Question. What were the politics of' Wyman and Baker? 
Answe1·. Republicans. 
Question. What of Parlin and Linn? 
Answer. Fusionist. 
Question. How much was the Republican majority thrown in the 

town of Fairfield, as appears by the returns? 
Answer. Lewis ·wyman had seventy-five, and Chandler Baker had 

seventy-seven majority. 
Question. State how the Representative vote stood? 
Answer. '' Whole number of ballots was seven hundred and twenty

eight. Andrew B. Cole had three hundred and ninety-eight; Harper 
Allen had three hundred and twenty-nine; Albert B. Cole had one." 

Question. What are the politics of Andrew B. Cole? 
Answer. Republican, as I understand. 
Question. Of Harper Allen? 
Answer. I understand him to be a Fusionist. 
Question. What was the Republican majority for Andrew B. Cole? 
Answer. Sixty-nine. 
Question. So that if those two returns were thrown out the Repub

licans therein named would lose, in one instance, seventy-five, 
another seventy-seven, and another sixty-nine? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. What did you next hear? 
Answer. It was a long while. I never asked Brown anything 

about it because I presumed the town would be thrown out, as I 
heard they were counting out. I was in Brown's office one day 
talking with his law partner, Mr. Howard, and I asked him "wi:at 
Mr. Brown said about this town,-did he say they had thrown this 
town out?" He said he had not heard him say anything about it, 
" But," he says, " it ought to be thrown out; I knew the very next 
day after election it would be thrown out." I said " On what 
ground? " He said '' Because you had two sets of returns in." I 
said '' How did you know the very next day after election that this 
town would be thrown out on account of two sets of returns, when 
it was three weeks after the first returns before we made the second?" 
He did not seem to know how to get out of that. The conversation 
dropped there. 

FLA VIUS E. McFADDEN, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Residence? 
Answer. Fairfield. 
Question. Business? 
Answer. In the law and insurance business; in the law office with 

my father. 
Question. Are you Town Clerk of Fairfield? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. vVere you in eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. "\Vere you present at the annual election? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Examine the set of returns from Fairfield now handed 

you, marked "Exhibit 13, G.D. B., Ole1·k of Coniniittee," and state 
by whom they were filled out and signed? [Witness examines 

returns. J 
Answer. I should think those were filled out by myself and signed 

by the three Selectmen and myself as Clerk. 
Question. "\Vere they made up and sealed up in open town 

meeting? 
Answer. I should rather refer to the record before I say, as to the 

figures. I have not examined to see whether these are the first or 
second returns. 
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Question. Look and see? 
Answer. [Witness looks at record book. J Yes, they were, in open 

town meeting. 
Question. ·what did you do with them after they were sealed up? 

I Answer·. I sealed them up and took them in my pocket to the 
Post-office at Fairfield village, and deposited them there in the Post
office. 

Questfon. "\Vere they directed to the Secretary of State's office? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. In the official envelopes? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. ·when, if ever, did it come to your attention or knowl

edge that there was an error in the counting? 
Answer. The next morning after election, I am quite positive, I 

took the votes by myself, as there had been some talk ; some people 
had said to me that they thought there must be an error in the vote, 
because the Governor vote and the County Officers' vote did not 
seem to agree, and I counted them and found a mistake. 

Question. What was it? 
Answer. I forget the exact number, but there were somewhere 

about thirty-two or thirty-three in favor of the Greenback County 
Officers that had not been counted. 

Question. Did you call anybody's attention to it? 
..Answer. I did call the attention of Mr. Totman, first Selectman, 

immediately. 
Questfon. w· as anybody present? 
..Answer. Yes; I think S.S. Brown of our village; I cannot swear 

1;ositively whether he stood there at the time or whether he came 
along; at any rate I think he heard me tell Mr. Totman there was a 
mistake in the count. 

Question. Did you count them over with l\:fr. Totman? 
..Answer. I did. 
Question. "\Vere the other Selectmen present? 
Answer. No ; they were not present at the first count. 
Question. '\Vere they afterwards present? 
Answer. Yes ; they got together, sometime after, and we had the 

votes counted and put in packages by themselves, and they looked 
over the packages, some, I think. 

Question. Did you keep those votes by themselves, and did any 
person add or subtract therefrom or tamper with them? 
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Answer. Not to my knowledge. 
Question. What occurred on September twenty-fifth? 
Ansiver. That is the time we got together,-the Selectmen and 

Town Clerk, to consider. 
Question. What did you do? 
Answer. We filled out a second set of returns according to our 

new count we had made,-an amended set of returns. 
Question. Were those signed by the Selectmen and Town Clerk? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Q1.testion. As they signed the first? 
Answe1·. Yes 
Question. Please examine "Exhibit 14, G. D. B., Clerk of Com

mittee," which purports to be a set of returns for Governor, Senators, 
Representatives and County Officers, from Fairfield, and state 
whether or not those are the second set of returns? 

Answer. I have no doubt those are the second returns. 
Question. Do you find those returns to be made up on official 

blanks such as you received from Augusta in the first instance ? 
Answer. I think they are. 
Question. Identical in every particular? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. What did you do with these second returns after they 

were signed by the Selectmen and yourself? 
Answer. At the suggestion of the chairman of the board I 

attached to the tops of each of them a slip saying '' Amended return 
of the Town of Fcdr.field, Sept. 25, 1879." 

Questfon. Examine the returns now in your hands and see whether 
you find the original slips attached to the return for County Officers, 
and to the return for Governor? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You find there the original slips ; each is a piece of 

paper about three inches long by an inch and a half wide? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How were those slips attached to the returns? 
Answer. Attached by means of mucilage. 
Question. They were put in the upper left hand corner of the face 

of the return? 
Answer. They were. 
Question. For the purpose of showing that these returns were not 

originals but merely amended returns? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Examine the returns for Senators and Representatives, 

and Eotate what you find their condition to be so far as those slips are 
concerned. [Witness examines returns. J 

Answer. The slips are torn off in these cases. 
Question. Do you or not find in both instances, where those are 

torn off, the ink marks where the letters commenced? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. The ink mark of a part of the '' A" in the word 

'' Aniencled ?" 
Answer. Yes, in one case, and I think in the other. 
Q·uestion. Whether or not those slips which were to identify these 

second returns as amended returns, have been torn off by some per
son since they left your hands and came to Augusta? 

Answe1·. They have, I cannot say when, but since they left my 
hands. 

Qitestion. Examine the letter annexed to tl1is exhibit, elated 
"Fairfield, Sept. 25, 1879," and state whether or not it is in your 
hand writing? 

Answer. It is. 
Question. That was the letter read by Mr. Totman to the Com

mittee? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You sent this letter so they might be fully apprised that 

this was a set of amended returns? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. To be used by them if they had power to use them? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. In what did you send the set of amended returns to the 

Secretary of State? 
.Answer. I inclosed them in an envelope. 
Quedion. Official envelope, with printing on the back? 
Answer. I cannot say positively. 
Question. Have you any doubt about it? 
Answer. I do not know that I have; I think the returns came that 

way, but I would not swear positively. 
Question. 1Vhen those first returns were made up by you in open 

town meeting' had you more than one set of blanks ? 
Answe1·. ·No, sir. 
Question. Had you more than one set of official envelopes? 
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Answer. No. 
Question. How long after election did you receive, from any source, 

blank returns and the official envelopes used by you in making up 
the set of amended returns ? 

Answer. I really cannot tell as to the time, but I think it must 
have been two or three weeks after election. 

Question. From whom or what source, upon your oath, did you 
receive those? 

Answer. I received them from J. W. Channing. 
Question. Who is Mr. Channing? 
Answer. A gentleman residing in Fairfield. 
Qiwstion. ·when you received them from Mr. Channing what did 

he say to you was to be done with them? 
Answer. I cannot state as to that; I think I asked him where he 

got them, or something to that effect, and my impression is he said 
l\Ir. Brown brought them to him, but I would not swear positively. 

Question. S. S. Brown? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Have you any doubt he so stated? 
Answer. I think that is the case. I should not swear to that posi

tive, but I think so ; that is my recollection. 
Question. Had you any idea of receiving them from any other 

source than S. S. Brown? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Have you, from that day to this, had any idea you re

ceived them from, or that he received them from any other source 
than that? 

Answer. I have always supposed that they came from Mr. Brown, 
from the impression I got from ].\fr. Channing. 

Q1.wstion. Mr. Brown was one of the Governor's Council? 
Answer. He was. 
Qiiestion. What did he tell you you were to do with them? 
Answer. I do not know as he told me ; I know we had been wait-

ing to find out what to do in the case, and when the returns came I 
supposed they were sent by the Secretary of State for me to fill out 
and make an amended return. I spoke to the Selecfanen and we 
concluded to do so ; I cannot say that Major Channing said anything 
about it. 

Question. Taking the precautions and safeguards to show it was 
an amended return, that you have stated? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You sent those returns to the Secretary of State? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Have you ever seen them since that time till presented 

to yon here to-day? 
.Answer. I have not. 
Question. What are your politics? 
.Answer. I have always been a Democrat. 
Question. What is Mr. Totman? 
Answer. A Republican. 
Question. Mr. Burleigh? 
Answer. A Republican. 
Question. Mr. Greene? 
Answer. Republican. 
Question. Three Republican Selectmen and a Democratic Town 

Clerk? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was the town of Fairfield counted so far as Representa-

tives and Senators were concerned? 
.Answer. It was thrown out. 
Question. Upon what ground? 
Answer. As I understood it, it was thrown out because the two 

sets of returns did not agree. 
Question. vVhen, in fact, you sent in those amended returns, as 

you have stated? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You never did send two sets of original returns? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Have you had any conversation with Mr. Brown 

since making up these returns, or did you before you made up the 
second set, in relation to it? 

Answer. None to amount to anything,-nothing that I could 
remember to state. 

Question. Did you converse with him about it before making them 
up? 

.Answer. 'I think that something was said, about the time we found 
out the mistake, as to what was to be done, but I did not get any 
satisfaction from him. He was our Town Agent. 

Question. Did you afterwards have any talk about it with him? 
.Answer. I cannot state that I did; I think the Selectmen did all 

the talking with him. 
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Question. Quite sure you did not? 
Answer. I do not remember that I did. 
Question. But he knew all the facts about this? 
Answe1·. I think so. 

JOHN W. CHANNING, sworn and examined. 

BY l\fa. STROUT : 
Question. Residence Fairfield ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Occupation? 
Answer. Painting is my business. 
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Question. Have you heard the testimony of Mr. McFadden, 
Town Clerk of Fairfield? 

Answer. I have. 
Question. Did you, at any time, give him a set of blanks and 

blank envelopes, after the September election? 
Answer. I did not know what they were. I went into the office 

of S. S. Brown, as I usually hacl,-had been an officer and done a 
good deal of business for him,-I went in one morning and saw an 
official envelope lying on the table, with "Secretary of State" printed 
on it, I think ; I picked it up in my hand and whether it was How
ard or Brown said '' I wish you would hand that to Flave McFad
den," I cannot say. I was going that way and took the envelope,
took it to his office and handed it to him. 

Question. Did you ever hand him any other package of papers? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 
Qiiestion. Have you any doubt that the package that he testified 

he received of you containing these official blanks, was the identical 
package you handed to him as you have stated? 

Answer. I have not any doubt that contained the blanks, not the 
least. 

Question. You took that from the office of S. S. Brown? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. One of the Governor's Council? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you have any conversation with Mr. McFadden? 
Answer. No; I do not think I did say anything to him. 
Question. Did you have conversation with Mr. Brown in relation 

to the returns, or making up the returns, or amending them, directly 
or indirectly? 
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Answer. No, not particularly; I never had any conversation about 
that ; I talked over the count out with him and advised for the Gov
ernor and Council not to do anything wrong. 

Qiwstion. You did not have the utmost confidence that your good 
advice would be heeded? 

Answer. I do not know; the matter was mooted in the papers a 
good deal, and there would be many in, in the evening, talking the 
matter over promiscuously. I said very often, I did not want to see 
the party placed in a position to be put that way. 

Question. Did not like to have anything that was fraudulent laid 
at the door of the party? 

Answer. I opposed the fraudulent count in eighteen hundred and 
seventy-six, and I certainly opposed this. 

Q1testion. Did you not talk with Mr. Brown, after the election at 
any time, in relation to the Fairfield returns, whether they were to 
be counted or not to be counted? 

Answer. I would not positively swear it never was mentioned, but 
I do not know that I ever heard Brown say anything in relation to 
the returns, any more than that he would not give any opinion as he 
had to act on the matter. I never believed they would throw out 
Fairfield, till after it was done. 

Question. That returned a Republican majority? 
Answer. Fairfield is always Republican. ,v e carried it once, but 

that is all, as long as I have lived there,-twenty-six years. The 
majority of the people there are Republicans. 

Question. Did you not talk in his office in relation to throwing out 
the town of Fairfield? 

Answer. It might have been mentioned in promiscuous talk. 
Question. Have you any doubt you did talk about that in his 

presence? 

Answer. I think very likely it had been talked over in his pres
ence, but he was very careful not to express any opinion. 

Question. It was perfectly well known to you that there were 
amended returns sent in for the purpose of saving the tlventy or 
thirty Fusion votes left out ty mistake? 

Answer. Yes; I did not know till some time after-along late in 
September, I think, about the time the time was for the returns to 
be sent in. I did not get at the Town House till lat~, after the 
polls closed, and I asked the Clerk for the vote, and he gave me the 
vote. I put it in my pocket and came home to Fairfield village, 
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some three miles. After I got home I met Mr. Burleigh. He says, 
., Well, Major, we whipped you pretty bad to-clay." I says, "How 
bad?" He says, "Our Representative has got eighty-three major
ity." I says, "It is not so, it is a mistake." He says, "It is so." 
I says, "I tell you there is. a mistake in the count, it is wrong,
the majority of your Representative should be sixty-three, accord
ing to your count." The next morning I think that mistake was 
verified. 

Question. It was to correct that mistake, to take the twenty votes 
off of the Republican side and put them on to the County Officers 
on the Fusion side, that this amended return was made up and sent 
in? 

Answer. I do not understand it so. I understood it was to place 
on the Fusion side some votes that had not been counted. 

Question. It was to correct the vote, that this amended return was, 
sent in for? 

Answer. That is the way I understood it. 
Question. What are your politics? 
Answer. I am a Democrat. 
Qitestion. Appointed by Joseph L. Smith on his Staff? 
Ansice1·. Yes. 
Question. Anything else you wish to state in connection with the 

matter? 
.Answer. I do not know; I am here to answer any question I 

know about. 

MARCH 5, 1880, P. M. 

GEORGE G. HATCH, :~worn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Your place of residence? 
Answe1·. Wells. 
Question. Occupation? 
.Answer. Trader. 
Question. Whether you were Town Clerk of Wells during the 

year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
.Answer. I was. 
Question. Were you present at the annual meeting for the election 

of State and County Officers, September eighth? 
Answer. I was. 
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Question. Examine the retnrn now shown you, marked '' Exhibit 
15, G. D. B., Clerk of Cornmi'ttee," being the Senatorial retnrn 
from the town of vVells, and state in whose hand writing the body 
of the return is, by whom it was signed and when, and where it was 
made up? 

Answer. The body is in my hand writing. It is signed "Joseph 
D. Eaton," "Joseph D. Wells," and "Howarcl W. Littlejielcl, 
Selectmen," and by "George G. Hatch, Town Clerk." 

Question. Are those signatures original signatures? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. ·when and where was it made up? 
Answer. In open town meeting, the eighth clay of September. 
Qilestion. vVhether or not that was sealed up in an official envel-

ope and forwarded to the Secretary of State at Augusta? 
:A.nswer. Yes, sir. 
Question. For the Governor and Council? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. I call your attention to the name "Josiah A. Stover," 

found in the return from "\Vells, and ask you to state for what office 
he was candidate and what his politics were? 

Answer. A Fusion candidate for the Senate. 
Question. Who run against him? 
Answer. Jeremiah "\V. Dearborn, a Republican. 
Question. How many votes had Jeremiah 1V. Dearborn as appears 

by the return? 
Answer. Three hundred and twenty-seven. 
Question. How many votes Josiah A. Stover? 
Answer. As appears by the return three hundred and fifteen. 
Question. State in whose hand writing ,the words "Josiah A. 

Stover," found in the body of the return, are? 
Answer. A part of it is mine. 
Question. What part of it? 
Answer. "Josfoh" and "Stover." The "S" in Stover has been 

doctored some; I did not make that folly; it has been shaded some. 
Question. Did you write the letter "A" found in that name? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Is it as you make the letter ordinarily? 
Answer. No; not very much like it. 
Qitestion. Do you swe~n positively that the letter ''A." was not 

made by you and that the letter '' S" has been altered or changed? 
Answer. I do. 
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Question. vVhen the return left your hands was there any such 
· letter in the return, and when it came to the Governor and Council? 

Answe1·. No, sir. 
Question. So that the name has been changed in that respect, by 

the addition of the letter ''A" and the doctoring of the letter '' S" 
as you have stated, since it came to Augusta? 

Answer. Yes, sir; since it left my hands, at any rate. 
Que;-;tion. Was the return sealed up in open town meeting? 
Answer. Yes, sir, by me in the presence of the three Selectmen. 
Question. What was done with the returns? 
Answer. I mailed them myself. 
Question. You know that when they went into the mail they were 

precisely in the same condition they were when they left your hands 
in open town meeting? 

Answer. I do ; I know they went out of the office all right, to 
Augusta ; I was Postmaster. 

Question. Have you any doubt, or any chance for doubt, that that 
alteration and addition of the letter '' A," and the tampering with 
the letter '' S ," has been done since it left the Post-office in the town 
of Wells? 

Answer. No doubt in my mind. 

BY Mn,. HALE : 
Question. As you examine it, you declare it to be a forgery? 
Answer. I do. 
Question. A forgery that is perfectly plain to you? 
Answer. Plain to me. 
Question. No doubt about it? 
Answer. No doubt at all. 
Qvestion. Have you any idea who did it? 
Answer. Not the least. 

BY Mn. STROUT: 

Qiwstion. After the return was made up and left your hands did 
you have any conversation with any person in relation to the return, 
or to the record kept by you as Town Clerk? 

Answer. I did. 
Q1wstion. vVhen was it, as near as you can state, and where and 

what? 
Answer. I should say it was about three days before the certifi

cates were issued, or perhaps two,-I have no other way of know-
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ing-1\fr. Hobbs came to me and asked me how the Clerk's record 
was, how Stover's record was. I looked and told him it was 
"Josiah Stover.;' He said it ought to be "Josiah A. Stover." I 
told him I did not know about that, the record did not show it. 
He said that Councillor Moody wanted him to go and see Captain 
Matthews, who was a brother-in-law of Mr. Stover, and a Republi
can, and see if he could not influence me to make a change in the 
record and send it to the Governor and Council ; I told him that I 
understood they allowed no corrections, of course, and I could not 
correct it, even if I would. 

Question. The record was '' .Josiah Stm)er ?" 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You would have had to change your record, in order to 

send in an amended return, so that it would differ from the return 
that was before the Governor and Council? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Your record agreed with the return? 
Answer. It did. 
Qitestion. Will you produce before the Committee the town 

record? [Witness produces town records. J 
Answer. It reads as follows : '' Josiah Stover has three hundred & 

fifteen votes, 315." 
Question. Give us the name of Mr. Hobbs who asked you to 

change the record? 
Answer. George Hobbs. 
Question. Where does he reside? 
Answer. Wells. 
Question. What are his politics? 
Answer. Greenbacker. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. There is no ''A" in Stover's name in the record and 

never was? 
Answer. There never was. 
Question. There was no '' A " in the return till put in after it left 

your hands? 
Answer. No, never. 
Question. You declined to acceed to the request of Hobbs or 

Moody? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. What are your politics? 
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An.i;;wer. Republican. 
Question. How did this omission of the letter happen? 
Answer. I do not know that it was in the vote. 
Question. From what did you make them up? 
Answer. From the vote. 
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Question. vV as there any intention on your part in leaving it out? 
Answer. No; I had not the least idea there was an "A" in his. 

name till I was advised of the fact by Mr. Hobbs. 
Question. You had no acquaintance with Stover? 
Answer. I had seen him. 
Question. You did not know his name by any business with him? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. If that vote had been thrown out, or counted for 

"Josiah Stover," it would have made a difference in the Fusion, 
vote for that person of three hundred and fifteen, would it not? 

An.<;wer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Examine the tabulation now shown you, and see for · 

whom the three hundred and fifteen votes thrown for the Fusion 
candidate were tabulated by the Governor and Council? [Witness 
examines tabulation. J 

Answer. "Josiah A. Stover." 
Question. Examine and see whether any votes were tabulated for· 

,Josiah Stover ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. So, is it not clear that, after the name was changed, it 

was tabulated by the Governor and Council for "Josiah A. Stover"· 
instead of ''Josiah Stover?" 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. Look at the letter ''A" and see what was underneath 

there originally. [Witness examines. J 
Answer. I do not think there is anything under it at all. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Was anything made by you excepting the name · 

"Josiah Stover." 
Answer. No, sir. 

BY MR. INGALLS : 
Question. How do you say that is not your letter, from recollec-

tion, or how? 
23 
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Answer. I do it both from recollection and the form of the letter 

"A." 
Question. Do you mean to say you remember you wrote it 

'' Josiah Stover?" 
Answer. Oh no; I do not remember distinctly. I remember the 

record; it is supposed to be as the record. 
Question. Which was made first? 
Answer. I made the record first, not this record, but another 

record here. [Witness shows paper to Committee. J It did not 
occur to me that this paper was here before. 

Question. ·what does that say? 
Answer. ''Josiah Stover." 
Question. Look at it, marked '~ Exhibit 16, G. D. B., Clerk of 

Committee," and state what it is? 
Answer. That is a record made up in open town meeting, the 

first record made. 
Question. Which was made first, that or the return? 
Answer. This was made first. 
Question. And the Senatorial return made from this? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How does that read? 
Answer. "Josiah Sto,ver, 315." I merely put the figures down 

'here. 
i'Question. Your extended record is made-how? 
Answer. From this paper, that was made up in open town meet

ing. 
-Question. What have you to say about the " S" in the return? 
.Answi?r. The "S" has been tampered with-doctored somewhat, 

shaded ; I know it has. 
_ 1Question. Not made as you made it? 
Answer. No, sir. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. This was two days before the certificates were issued 

:that you had your conversation with George Hobbs? 
An~wer. I think so. 
Question. Do you know how the ballots were printed? 
Answer. No; I destroyed them. 
Question. Have you any recollection whether they were ''Josiah" 

-or "JoBiah A.?" 
Answer. No, sir. 
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Question. When you made up the returns that were sealed up in 
open town meeting did you do it from these minutes you have pro
duced here, containing the name of ''Josiah Stover," and which you 
extended upon the town records? 

.Answer. Yes, sir. 

SAMUEL W. LIBBY, sworn and examined. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Are you Town Clerk of Goulds borough? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. vVere you present at the annual September election, 

eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. And at the making up of the returns_ of election? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. vVho made up the returns of election which were sent 

to the Governor and Council? 
Answer. The board ; myself with the Selectmen. 
Question. In whose hand writing were they made? 
Answer. Part in mine and part in theirs. 
Question. Examine the Representative return from the town of 

Gouldsborough, taken from the files of the Governor and Council, 
marked "Exhibit 17, G. D. B., Clerk of Committee," and see in 
whose hand writing the body of the return is? 

Answer. These names entered here of the candidates are in my 
hand writing. 

Question. The number of votes carried out against each name is 
in whose hand writing? 

Answer. I think that is Mr. Hovey's. 
Question. In whose hand writing is the writing stating the whole 

mun ber of ballots ? 

Answer. Mr. Hovey's. 
Question. Look at the signatures by the three Selectmen, and see 

whether they are original signatures? 
Answer. I should say they were. 
Question. Give the names? 
.Answer. "S. L. Tracy," "J. L. Hovey," "R. R. Joy." 
Question,. In ·whose hand writing is the signature of the Clerk? 
.Answer. Mine. 
Question. Look again, carefully, at the names of the candidates,-
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"Oliver P. Bragdon," and "James Flye," and see if you wrote 

those? 
Answer. I did. 
Question .. How was the name of the Republican candidate written 

by you originally, in the return? 
Answer. I should say, to the best of my knowledge, it was written 

" Oliver P. Bragdon." 
Question. Do you know l\fr. Bragdon very well? 
Answer. I am not personally acquainted with him; I have had 

some considerable business with him. 
Question. Did you, at the time of making up the return, know 

what his name was? 
Answer. I think I must have known. 
Question. Did you ever hear him called anything else but " Oliver 

P. Bragdon?" 
Answer. I do not know that I did. 
Question. Had you ever heard of his being called '' Oliver B. 

Bragdon?" 
Answer. No. 
Question. Had you ever written his name '' Oliver B. Bragdon?" 
Answer. I think not. 
Question. Have you any reason to believe you ever had? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Do you produce here the Town Clerk's record book of 

the town of Goulds borough? 
Answer. I do. [Witness opens record book. J 
Question. Have you before you the book, opened at the Septem-

ber election, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. I have. 
Question. In whose hand writing is that? 
Answer. In mine. 
Question. Is it all in yours? 
Answer. Yes, every word on that page. 
Question. No doubt about it? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Does that record embrace the record of the votes cast 

for Representatives ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How does the record read, covering that vote? 
Answer. " Olive1· P. Bragdon, two hundred and seven; James 

Flye, one hundred and twenty-five." 
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Question. How is the name of Bragdon there written? 
Answer. "Oliver P. Bragdon." 
Question. Any doubt about it? 
Answer. No, not the least. 
Question. Written by you? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. vV ritten in the manner in which you ordinarily write? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. State in what way you commonly make the capital let-

ter '' P ," where you begin and where you end? 
Answer. I begin at the top and carry the down stroke. 
Question. Then turn? 
Answer. Yes and carry the up stroke around up over the top of 

the first stroke. 
Question. Where do you stop the loop? 
Answer. About half way to the line. 
Question. Do you make any flourish at the bottom of the loop? 
Answer. The best way to prove that is to look the record over. 
Question. Whether you make any flourish? 
Answer. No; I am not in the habit of making flourishes. 
Question. You leave the loop of the '' P" as it strikes the down-

ward stroke ? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Look at the return again, and see whether, to the best 

of your knowledge and belief, you left the "P" in Bragdon's 
name in the same way as you have described, bringing the loop of 
the P around and leaving it near the line of the downward stroke, 
without any flourish or addition? 

Answer. It is my opinion and the best of my knowledge that I did. 
Question. Did you add anything to that loop, to the best of your 

knowledge, making it a letter '' B ?" 
Answer. No. 
Question. Examine it closely with the naked eye and with the 

glass, and state whether, to the best of your judgment and belief, 
there has been an addition to that letter '' P" since it left your hand? 

Answer. I should think there had been an addition sinee the letter 

was made. 
Question. State what that addition is? 
Answer. There is a small mark attached to the curve of the '' P," a 

short distance from where I stopped in making the turn of the '' P." 
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Question. Which tends to make it a letter '' B?" 
Answer. I should say nearer an "R," stopping where it does. 
Question. Look at that again, with the glass, and see if it bears 

the appearance of that added stroke, which you speak of, having 
been continued further down and having been partly erased since? 

Answer. There seems to be a little mark attached to the end, 
looking as though there might have been something there sometime ; 
perhaps it is not the mark of a pen ; it might have been something 
l'lse ; I see that the paper has been rubbed a little. 

Question. Did you make any erasure? 
Answer. Not to my knowledge; I have no doubt about that. 
Question. You have no doubt you intended to write and did write 

it "P?" 
Answer. I have no doubt of it in my own mind. 
Question. Is the letter "P" in your record made in the manner 

in which you commonly make a capital '' P?" 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Look at the tabulation of the votes from Goulds borough, 

and state what name is now carried out as the Representative elect? 
Answer. "Jmnes Flye." 
Question. Examine that with the glass and see if you discover 

that originally the name of "Oliver P. Bragdon" was written and 
then erased and the name of ''Jarnes Flye" written over it. 

Answer. There is something very much like it. 
Question. Do you not see the "P?" 
Answer. Yes, very plainly. 
Question. The "0?" 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Is it plain that the name of Oliver P. Bragdon was 

originally there and erased and the name of '' James Flye" substi
tuted? 

Answer. There is good evidence of it, I should think. 
Question. Look at the figures adding the column under the head 

of '' Oliver P. Bragdon" in the tabulation, and see if there has not 
been a change ? 

Answe1·. That first figure " 2" looks as though it was a " 4 " 
once,-very much. 

Question. To whom is the vote of Gouldsborough, in that tabula
tion, given? 

Answer. '' Oliver B. Bragdon." 
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Question. Examine the original Report of the Council Committee 
on Election Returns marked "Exhibit L, G. D. B., Clerk of Com
rnittee," -in that portion relating to the County of Hancock,
and state what name is written in and then erased by a line drawn 
through it? 

Answer. "Oliuer P. Bragdon." 
Question. State what name is then written above that, between 

that name and the next name above? 
Ansicer. "James Flye." 
Question. On the left hand, opposite the two names, the name 

erased and the name written,-what letter do you find? 
Answer. Letter '' G." 
Question. Immediately opposite that and a little further to the 

left, on the margin, what letter do you find? 
Answer. "G." 
Question. ,vith an interrogation mark? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. Which was the Republican candidate for Representa-

tive? 
Answer. Oliver P. Bragdon. 
Question. Who was the Fusion candidate? 
Answer. James Flye. 
Question. What was the vote in Gouldsborough for Mr. Bragdon? 
Answer. Two hundred and seven. 
Question. The vote for Mr. Flye? 
Answer. One hundred and twenty-five. 
Question. A majority for Mr. Bragdon of eighty-two? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. If Oliver P. Bragdon's vote was counted for '' Oliver B. 

Bragdon," and thus lost, it elected Mr. Flye? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiiestion. Who received a certificate from the Governor and 

Council? 
Answer. Mr. Flye, as I understand from general report. 
Question. What are your politics? 
Answer. I have always voted with the Republicans, so far. 
Question. Look at the record which you made, and which contains 

several capital '' B's." . Do you recognize that as the ordinary way 
in which you make a B? 

Answer. Yes. 
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Question. Is the top loop of the B always made short, not half 

way down? 
Answer. That seems to be the· fact. 
Question. The upper loop of the B is short? 
Answer. Yes. 

MARCH 9, 1880, P. M. 

CHARLES L. WOODWARD, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT : 
Question. What is your business? 
Answer. Mill business; making boxes, lumber, boards and 

shingles. 
Question. Are you Town Clerk of the plantation of Perkins, in 

Franklin county? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Look at the return for Senators from the plantation of 

Perkins, marked "Exhibit 35, G. D. B., Olerlc of Oomrrdttee," and 
state whether or not you were present when it was made up, and 
sealed up, and whether you put it in the Post-office? 

Answer. [Witness examines the return. J I was present -vyhen 
this was made up and sealed up. It was sent by my son, I think', 
to the office ; I did not deposit it in the office myself. 

Question. Was it sealed up in open town meeting? 
Answer. It was-that is, all with the exception of the words 

'' Twenty-Seven" and figures '' 27 /' those were not there when it 
was sealed, I should say. 

Question. Do you know well, the hand writing of the different 
municipal officers of the plantation? 

Answer. I am more particularly acquainted with the first, A. l\L 
Adams. He has done a great portion of the writing that perhaps 
some of the other Assessors ought to have done, he being a little 
better penman. I recognize Mr. Blanchard's and Mr. ·w entworth's; 
I should say it was their hand writing. 

Question. In whose hand writing is the body of that return 
excepting the words '' Twenty-Seven" and figures '' 27 ?" 

Answer. The filling of the blanks in the printed heading is in 
mine. The body of the return, with the exception of the words 
.and figures " Twenty-Seven-27" is in the hand writing of A. l\L 
Adams. 
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Question. And the signatures are those of the several Assessors 
and your own? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. I now call your attention particularly to the whole num

ber of ballots, the words " Twenty Seven" and the figures "27," 
and ask you if the written words are either in your hand writing or 
the hand writing of any of your Town Officers r 

Answer. I should say not. 
Question. Are you very sure of that? 
Answer. I am very sure of it; yes. 
Question. Were those words or figures in the return when it was 

sealed up in open town meeting and started on its way to Augusta? 
Answer. I should say not. They were not there when it was 

sealed up in town meeting. 
Question. Have they or not been added by some person since that 

time? 
Answer. I should say they had. 
Question. Read the names of the candidates and the number of 

votes each one received? 
Answer. "Ge01·ge R. Fernald had thirteen (13) ; Rodolphiis P. 

Thompson fourteen ( 14) . " 
Question. Franklin county was very close ? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. The vote stood nearly equal-within four or five votes? 

. Answer. I think so. 
Question. Have you your town record here? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qu,estion. And you exhibit it as showing your hand writing? 
Answer. I do. 
Question. Do you swear positive that the words and figures 

"Twenty Se,ven, 27" are not in your hand writing? 
Answer. Certainly, they are not mine. 
Question. What ticket did you vote last fall? 
Answer. ·what we term a Fusion ticket. 

JonN HALEY, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT : 
Q1wstfon. Residence? 
Answer. Rangeley. 
Question. Business? 
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Answer. I am in a boarding-house, and have been for the last 
year and a half; I was formerly on a farm ; I carry on a small farm 
now. 

Qitestion. Are you Tmvn Clerk of Rangeley? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. 'Whether or not, you at any time met Mr. Collins, Town 

Clerk of Dallas Plantation, at your house? 
Answer. Yes, he has been there sometimes as often as once a 

week, all winter. 
Question. Did you at any time meet B. Emery Pratt there with 

him? 
Answer. B. Emery Pratt came there; and he was at work close 

by. 
Question. And he sent for him? 
Answer. Yes. 
Q1wstion. Did l\Ir. Collins have his record down there at that time? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Qnestion. Did Mr. Pratt send for Collins in relation to the votes 

or ret)lrnS in the plantation of Dallas? 
Answer. I think he did in relation to the record; that was his 

business at my place, and he inquired for Collins. 
Question. Were you present at the conversation? 
Answer. No, not all the time; I was unwell. I stopped but a 

few minutes, when he came in, and went and laid down. 
"Question. Mr. Pratt send for him? 
Answer. Yes; I stepped to the door and spoke to him; he was 

at work near by ,-not over four rods off. 
Question. Did Pratt and Collins talk over political matters gen-

erally? 
Ans1.,ver. I cannot say; he spori:e with him about the returns. 
Question. About the returns? 
Answer. About his record, when he came in. 
Question. Did he tell him anything about any defect in the record 

or returns? 
.Answer. He did not, in my hearing. 
Question. Had he spoken with you about any such defect in 

Dallas Plantation? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Had he spoken with you about any defect in your own? 
Answer. No, not till after that. 
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Question. Diel he after that? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. ·what was the defect he spoke of? 
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Answer. In the record. Ile copied himself, and when he came to 
"Roldolphus Thompson," he asked me if I had not made a mistake 
in spelling "Rodolphus." 

Question. Have you got your record ·with you? 
Answer. I have. 
Question. Will you produce it? 
Answer. Yes. [Witness produces record book J. I told him I 

did not know ; I thonght I had got it right ; I looked. He said 
there were two '·l's" there, and he thought there ought to be but 
one. I told him I could tell, for I had some of the votes in the 
house. I went and got them and found there was but one "l." 

Question. This you have produced here is your record? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. I see there has a leaf been cut out where the September 

meeting is recorded, how came that? 
Answer. It is after the Septemuer meeting. That I cut out. the 

other day. ·when I recorded the meeting this $pring, I commenced 
and made an error, a bad one, and took and cut that leaf right out. 
I did not start it as I wanted to. 

Q1.wstion. Did you ever see any papers that came from Collins 
after that time? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What did yon do with them? 
Answer. I sent them to B. Emery Pratt, Farmington. 
Question. ,v ere they amended records or returns? 
Answer. It was a copy of his record, I think. 
Question. What did you do with it? 
Answer. I sent it to B. Emery Pratt, Farmington. There was an 

arrangment between him and Collins when he went away, he was to 
make a copy. 

Question. Did Collins make the copy or yon? 
Answer. Collins made it. I never saw Collins' book at all. 
Question. I show yon the return from Dallas Plantation, and ask 

you if you know about the changes and erasures made in it? 
Answer. I do not; I never saw that before that I know of. 

Question. You perceive that has been tampered with, changed? 
.Answer. It looks so, surely. 
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Question. But you testify you had nothing to do with it? 
.Answer. I never saw that before. 
Question. Had you any knowledge of any change or tampering 

with the returns, either through Collins or any other person, when 
it left Dallas? 

.Answer. No. 
Questfon. I have a letter marked "Exhibit 19, G.D. B., Cle1·k of 

Committee," signed '' B. Emery Pratt," in which he says '' I have 
been to Dallas Plantation, Franklin county, and arranged for those 
returns to be amended and they will be forwarded soon as received 
by me." Do you know anything about what returns were to be 
amended? 

.Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you know anything about B. Emery Pratt going to 

Dallas for the purpose of amending returns there? 
.Answer. No sir ; I do not know of his being that way excepting 

the time he was at my house, and he did not go there then; that is 
why the arrangement was made for him to bring the copy to me. 

Question. If he went he must have gone some other time? · 
Answer. He must have, I think. 
Question. The returns referred to in that letter you know nothing 

about? 
.Answe1·. No, sir; there was no talk in relation to amending any 

returns, any way. 
Question. In this letter he also says: '' I also expect an affidavit 

from Clerk of Greenvale Plantation, same as from Rangeley-also 
others." I call your attention to the return from Greenvale Planta
tion, and ask you if you have ever seen that before? 

.Answer. No. 
Question. Was there any arrangement by B. Emery Pratt when at 

your house, in relation to that return? 
.Answer. No. 
Question. Was the Greenvale return mentioned, to your know

ledge? 
.Answer. No, I think not; I think he wanted to know where the 

Clerk lived, or whether he was at home ; he wanted a copy of his 
record, he said. 

Question. Was he up there on an expedition in relation to the 
records? 

.Answer. I cannot tell you. 
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Question. Have you amended, or altered, or changed, any return? 
Answer. No. 

BY MR. STRICKAND : 
Question. Examine the" C" in Chandler, and the "C" in Clark, 

in Dallas return, and see if they do not look as though made by the 
same man? 

.Answer. I should think they were, by the looks. 
Question. What are your politics? 
Answer. I am a Democrat. 

MARCH 5, 1880, P. M. 

JAMES R. MILLIKEN, recalled. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. How long have you been a Clerk in the office of Secre

tary of State? 
Answer. Since January one, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, with 

the exception of a year and a half when I was sick, and that part of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-nine after the month of May. 

Question. Have your duties led you to an acquaintance with the 
method of doing business in the Council, of auditing claims and 
drawing of warrants by that body? 

Answer. They have. 
Question. In what manner are the accounts of the different appro

priations kept? 
Answer. From the appropriation act, af'ter being passed by the 

Legislature, the appropriations are credited on this book [ witness 
produces a book J which we call the ledger. 

Question. This is a book in the office of Secretary of State? 
Answer. Yes, sir. When.the reports are made, ordering or advis

ing the Governor to draw a warrant for any amount of money the 
warrant is drawn, according to the report made by the Council, and 
posted from the warrant book-what we call the '' stub" ,-into this 
book at the close of every session. 

Que.~tion. Are the accounts themselves kept with the individuals 
or with the appropriation? 

Answer. There are no regular accounts kept with individuals. 
The accounts are kept with the appropriation. 

Question. Each item which draws upon the appropriation is 
charged to that appropriation? 
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Answer. Yes, referring to the report and the voucher, whenever 
necessary, to find out what that was for. 

Question. State, in any case, when a claim by an officer of the 
state, or an employe, or a contractor, or any other person, is made 
before the Governor and Council, what the course of procedure is, 
tracing it from the time when the claim is first presented? 

Answer. Record is made on the Council Blotter and then referred 
to its appropriate committee ; for instance, if of a military nature it 
would ,go to the Military Committee ; if it was for stipends due the 
Agricultural Societies it would go to the Committee on Agriculture ; 
if for money due for the support of Deaf, Dumb and Blind it would 
go to the Committee on Public Beneficiaries. Those committees gen
erally report,-! do not know but in all cases,-direct, advising the 
Governor to draw, without reporting to the Committee on ""\Varrants. 
Those committees generally report if they allow the claim, advising 
the Governor to draw his warrant on the Treasurer of State in favor 
of the party making the request or claim for money. 

Question. Is it stated from what appropriation it shall be drawn? 
Answer. Always. 
Que~tfon. That report is signed by the chairman of the Com

mittee? 
Answer. Yes, and, if the report is completed and accepted it is 

signed by the Secretary of State or his Deputy as having been 
"Accepted by the Council and by the Governor approved." 

Question. What papers or vouchers, if any, go with such a report 
as showing the nature of the claim? 

Answer. If it is a bill of goods that bill goes as the voucher ; for 
instance, Loring, Short and Harmon's account wonlcl be referred to 
the Committee on Accounts, and in the report made by the chairman 
their bill ,vould be inclosed as a voucher for drawing that money. 

Question. Is it or not a fact that with 'reports of committees advis
ing warrants to be drawn in the manner described by you, are 
commonly found the vouchers showing 'the subject matter upon 
which the report is made? 

Answer. Always, or it is the Clerk of this work-the Secretary of 
State's-duty to hunt up the voucher on which such a report was 
made and warrant drawn. 

Qiwstion. ·who acts as the Clerk of the Council nnd furnishes the 
clerical force for that body usually? 

Answer. "\Ve consider the Secretary of State the Clerk of the 
Council. 
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Question. And he or some of his subordinates act? 
Answer. I never have known any excepting the Secretary of State 

or his Deputy; I never have known a Clerk placed there during the 
absence of the Secretary. 

Qnestion. ·what is the next step after the report has been made, 
and accepted by the Council and approved by the Governor? 

Answer. Sent to the Secretary of State, and he hands it to his 
recording clerk, the warrant is drawn and the report is numbered 
and filed in the Secretary's office. The blank warrant is filled up 
and then carried to the Governor for his signature. After he signs 
it the Secretary of State countersigns it. 

Question. To whom is that warrant directed? 
Answer. To the Treasurer of State. 
Q·uestion. You may read the entire blank of the warrant? 
Witness reads the blank as follows : 

Amount,$-- Warrant No.--
In favor of----
Appropriation for------ Act of--187 . 

Date--187 . Received the above described Warrant. 

$--

the sum of 

STATE OF MAINE, 
No.-

y on are ordered and directed to pay unto 

to be charged to and paid out of the appropriation for-------

by the act of--187 , for which this shall be your sufficient ,varrant. 
Given at the Conncil Chamber in Augusta, the-

day of----one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy----and in the one hundred---
year of the American Independence. 

----, Governor. 
By the Governor, with the Advice? 

and Consent of the Council. 5 
----. Secretary of State. 

To the 'rreasurer of State. 

Answer. And the "stub" contains the sum and substance of the 
whole, stating the amount, the number of the warrant, the person in 
favor of, the appropriation from which drawn, the elate when the 
warrant was drawn, a blank for the receiver of the warrant. 

Question. Upon this warrant the Treasurer pays the money, and 
keeps the warrant as his voucher? 
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Answer. When endorsed by the person by whom it is drawn in 
favor of he keeps the warrant as his voucher, to exhibit on settle
ment with the Legislature. 

Question. The original vouchers for, and proofs of, the claim are 
all on file, or should be, in the office of the Secretary of State? 

Answer. Yes, always. 
Question. And should accompany the Report of the Committee of 

the Council advising the Governor to draw the warrant? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Against which appropriation are the salaries of the 

officers of the government? 
Answer. Under the head of Salaries of Public Officers, against 

that appropriation. 
Question. Against what appropriation are the charges for Pay Roll 

of the Council made ? 
Answer. Under the Appropriation for Pay Roll of the Council. 
Question. What are some of the general expenses commonly 

charged against the Contingent Fund? 
Answer. In the course of the year various expenses arise ; various 

demands and claims are made for which there is no appropriation, 
and the appropriation for Contingent Fund of the Governor and 
Council is made enough, it is supposed, to cover such claims. 

Question. What was the amount of the Contingent Fund for the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine for Governor and Council? 

Answer. Five thousand dollars. 
Question. In whose hands is the control of the Contingent Fund 

of Governor and Council? 
Answer. Entirely in the hands of the Governor and Council. 
Question. What was the amount of the Appropriation for Free 

High Schools for eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and for what 
purpose was it drawn? 

Answer. Thirty-seven thousand dollars. It was drawn to pay the 
outstanding claims of school districts and towns on the year previous 
to that, which had not been brought in. 

Question. There was no Free High School Appropriation made 
for the current year? 

Answer. No; but that was continued over to meet the old cases. 
Question. Have you before you the account kept, in the office of 

the Secretary of State, with the Free High School Fund for the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 

Answer. I have. 
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Question. State what items are charged against that Fund outside 
of legitimate purposes for Free High Schools? 

Answer. I see but very few which look like being charged in a 
legitimate manner. When reports are made, they are made in favor 
of the town or district. 

Question. Please examine further, and prepare for the Committee 
a copy of the charges made against that Fund, designating the pur
pose for which each was drawn? 

Answer. I will do so. [Witness subsequently furnishes the Com
mittee with the following copy : J 

FREE HIGH SCHOOLS. 

Appropriation, 1879 ......•....... , .....•....•• , •••..... , , ........•••• $37 ,000 00 ,, 
Amounts paid towns .................................................. $15,474 97 
April 24. E. M. Stilwell, Warrant 206 ........................ 125 00 
May 23. F. G. Parker & Co. do 305 ........................ :n 50, 

July 3. Thomas L. Talbot, do 411. ....................... 125 00, 

Oct. 18. 

" 29. 
Nov. 25, 

Dec. 18. 

" 24. 
" 27. 
" 30. 

" 31. 

E. M. Stilwell, 

Jones S. Kelley, 
Harvey Jewell, 
E. M, Stilwell, 
Charles J. Atkins, 
D. Bugbee & Co. 

Homer's Express Co. 

Alfred Swazey, 
Jones S. Kelley, 
E. M. Stilwell, 

Everett Smith, 
George A. Drew, 
Everett Smith, 
E. M. Stilwell, 
Loring, Short & Harmon, 
C. M. Turner, 
S. W. Hoskins, 
Wm. S. Watkins, 
George Murch, 
Wm. Dickey, 
Alonzo Garcelon, 
A. J. Cameron, 
American Express Co., 
John T. Haley, 

do 412 ........................ 125 00· 

do 417 ......................... 50 00· 
do 418 ....•••••.••.......•.... 262 50 , 
do 422 ........................ 88 02 _ 
do 426 ........................ 35 78 
do 428................. •. . . . • • 8 50. 
do 429 .••••.•••••••..•••.•.••. 23 75 

do 430 ..••.•.••••••......••.•. 36 40 · 

do 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

697 .•••••••••••••••.••••••• 50 00 
700 .•••••••••••••••..••.••• 109 98. 

747 .•••••.•.••.•••..•.•••.• 118 85 
862 ........................ 27 75-
868 ..•.••.•••••.••..•••.... 125 00· 
869 .•••••••••••.•••.•..•••• 125 00 
936........ •• •• • . . • . • • • • • . • 6 00, 
938 ..••...••••••...•......• 22 50 
946 ..••••••...•.....•.•••.. 833 50 

953 ••••••••••••••.....•.... 56 50-
956 ........................ 96 00. 
977 ......................... 49 20 
984 ....................... 4,000 00, 
990 ..••••••••• -••••...••..• 2,000 00, 
994 ••••••••••••••••••.••••• 27 35 
998 .• , •••••••••..••••••..•• 144 15 

$24,178 20, 

Amount unexpended .................................................. $12,821 80, 

$37,000 00· 

Total amount to towns ... , ...•..•.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , .•• $15,474 97 
'' other pu rpc,ses.. • • • • • . • . • • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • . • 8, 703 23 · 

Not expended ..................................... _ .................. 12,821 80 

24 $37,000 oo. 
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Question. Will you also prepare from the books of the Secretary 
of State a copy of the charges made against the Contingent Fund 
and state what they are for? 

Answer. I will. 
[Witness subsequently furnishes Committee with the following 

copy:] 

CONTINGENT FUND OF GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL. 

Appropriation, 1879 ................................................... $5,000 00 
,March 6. S. S. Brown, Warrant 12.... .. . . . . . • • . • • . . • • .. .. 21 60 

F. M. Fogg, 13........ .. .. • .. . • . • • • • .. 21 25 
Alonzo Garcelon, 

W. U. Telegraph Co., 

April 15. E. C. Moody, 
C.H. Chase, 
S.S. Brown, 
F. M. Fogg, 
H. H. Munroe, 
J. B, Foster, 

24. C. H. Chase, 
S.S. Brown, 

H. H. Munroe, 
F. G. Parker, 
W. U. Telegraph Co., 
F. M. Fogg, 
Mark Harden, 

25. Jane H. Shaw, 
May 30. Charles H. Chase, 

John B. Foster, 
S. s:Brown, 
E. C. Moody, 
Mrs. Ellebert Michaud, 
W. U. Telegraph Co., 
A. Garcelon, 

23. H. H. Munroe, 
F. M. Fogg, 

July 2. S.S. Brown, 
E. C. Moody, 

" 
" 

3. H. H. Munroe, 
Smith & Mayo, 
Fogg, Blood & Co., 
A. Garcelon, 
F. G. Parker & Co., 
W. U. Tel. Co., 

9. E. H. Gove, 
Mark Harden, 
S.S. Brown, 

14 ..••........•.••..••..•. 

16 ...................... .. 
127 .••••...............•••• 
128 •••........•.••..•..•••• 
144 ...•..................•• 
145 .............•..•••...•. 
176 ...................... . 
177 ..•.•••••••..•.......... 
198 .•.•...........•........ 
200 ..•........•.•.•••••••.• 
209 ..••...................• 
210 ....................... . 
212 •••••........•.•....•••• 
249 ...•..................•. 
250 .....•......••••...•...• 
252 .......................• 
254 ....................... . 
255 .•..•.......•••.....•.•• 
256 .•••......••....•...•••• 
264 ....••....•..••....••... 
270 .............•.•.......• 
292 .•...••........•..•.••.. 
299 ....................... . 
306 .•..............••..•... 
304 ...........•••.....••.•• 

10 75 
29 90 

40 90 
27 10 

13 70 
32 00 
31 00 
46 50 

25~00 
26 20 

73 50 
37 00 
29 42 
34 00 

200 00 
10 00 
58 25 
26 00 
67 75 
21 80 
61 33 
15 69 
7 25 

45 00 
29 00 

326........ .. . .. . . . . . .. . . .. 100 20 
327 ..••.............•.••••. 2425 
328.... .. . . . . . . .•. . ..• . .. . . 13 70 
329.... . . . . . . . . . • • • . . • . . . . • 12 40 
414............ .. . . •. . . .. . . 21 00 
419...... .. .. .. .... .... .... 1 25 
420................ .. . . •. . • 1 00 
423.... .... .... .... .... ..•• 78 45 
425 •• •. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .. . . 2 00 
427........ . . . . . . • • . • • • . . • . 18 40 
450.............. .. .. .. .. .. 21 55 
451.. •• . . . . . . . • •• • • . . . • •. • • 200 00 
453 .• •• . . . . . . • • •• • • • • • • •• • • 6 00 
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Aug. 2. E. C. Moody, Warrant 546 .•••••••.••••••••••••••• $11 90 
S.S. Brown, 547 ..••••••••••••.•..•••••• 35 75 
C.H. Chase, 548 ••••.••••••••••••••••••• 90 40 
H. H. Munroe, 549 ..••••••...•..•••••••••• 15 00 
W. U. Telegraph Co. 553 •.•••••••.•••••••••••••• 10 04 

13. Gardner Lovering, 559 ..•••.••..••..••.•••.•.• 6 00 
F. G. Parker, 563 •.••.•....•••••••••••••• 1 50 
F. M. Fogg, 578 •••••••••••••••••.•••••• 61 00 

Sept. 11. Mark Harden, 583 ..••......•••.•••••••••• 216 67 
12. Ohas. H. Chase, 655 .•••••••.••••.••••••.••• 10 00 

S.S. Brown, 656 •.•••••••••••••••.•••••• 26 60 
W. U. Tel. Co. 599 ...•.•••••••.••••••••.•• 6 81 
H. H. Munroe, 658 .•••••••••••.•.••••••••• 10 50 

Oct. 7. E. C. Moody, 676 ..•••••••••••••••••••.•• 12 80 
8. S.S. Brown, 69S .•••.••••..••••••••••••• 11 95 

C.H. Chase, 695 ...••.••.•...••••.•..••• 26 50 
W. U. Tel. Co. 702 .•••••••••••..•••••••••• 8 76 
F. G. Parker, 708 .•.•••..•••••••••.•••.•• 31 00 
Mark Harden, 715 .••• , .••.. , ••• , •••••••• , 161 00 

28. S.S. Brown, 719 ........................ 60 70 
E. C. Moody, 720 ........................ 32 30 
H.H. Munroe, 737 .•••.•••••••••••.••••••• 57 50 
C.H. Chase, 739 ........................ 62 00 

Nov. 18. E. C. Moody, 751 ..••••••••••••••.•••.••• 93 29 

S.S. Brown, 752 .•••••••..••.•••••.••••• 71 85 

F.M. Fogg, 753 ........................ 62 00 

W. U. Tel. Co. 756 ........................ 20 55 

21. J. B. Fo8ter, 766 ..••••••••••.• , •••••.••• 56 50 

F. G. Parker, 767 .•••••••••• , •••••.••.••• 14 00 

Charles IL Chase, 768 .•••.•.••••.••••••••.••• 59 50 

F. M. Fogg, 799 ...•..•..•••.•.•••..•••• 67 00 

25. Alonzo Garcelon, 858 ........................ 26 20 

Mark Harden, 871 .•••.••• · •••••.•••••••••• 125 00 

Dec. 2. H. H. Munroe, 880 •••••.••••.••..••••• · •••• 21 00 

S.S. Brown, 881 ..•••.••••• , ••••••.••• • • 20 15 

E. C. Moody, 882 .......•..••..•......••. 11 50 

Charles H. Chase, 883 ..••.••.•••.•.•••••••••• 31 50 

10. Mark Harden, 905 ..•.•••••..•.••••••••••• 125 00 

F. G. Parker, 906 .... ..................... 70 00 

Western Union Tel. Co. 907 ...•..•••••••.•••••...•• 12 69 

13. F. M. Fogg, 912 ........................ 39 00 

S.S. Brown, 913 .•.•..••.••••••••••••••• 13 20 

H. H. Munroe, 914. ...................... 30 00 

18. E. C. Moody, 923 ••••••••. , ••••••••• • • · • • 30 72 

24. C.H. Chase, 941 .•••••••••••••••••••• , , • 44 00 

F. M. Fogg, 942 ........................ 44 00 

H. H. Munroe, 943 •••••••••••••••••••• , , •• 44 00 

s. s. Brown, 944 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 44 00 

30. H. M. Pishon, 950 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 25 00 

31. C.H. Uhase, 979 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 00 
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Dec. 31. Mark Harden, 

Alonzo Garcelon, 

F. M. Fogg, 

Warrant 980 .....•.••..•.••••.•••••. $12 00 

983.... •. . • •. • . • • •• •• • • .• • • 1000 00 

991........................ 3200 
E. C. Moody, 1000.... •. . . •• •• •• • • •• • • • • • • 26 00 
F. G. Parker, 1001............ • • • • • • • • • • • • 79 00 

Total drawn ......••••.•.••••...•.•••••••..•.••....•..••••••.....••.. $4,871 42 

Unexpended......................................................... 128 58 

$5,000 00 

Questfon. Is there an appropriation with which an account is kept 
for Military Purposes ? 

.Answer. There is. 
Question. What was the amount of that for the year eighteen hun

dred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. Three thousand dollars. 
Question. Will you make a copy of that and of the charges made 

against it, showing how it was used? 
Answer. I will. 
[Witness subsequently furnishes Committee with the following 

copy:] 
MILITARY PURPOSES. 

Appropriation for 1879 ................................................ $3,000 00 
May 22. To Dr. G. W. Martin, Warrant 275........ •• . • . . . . . . . . . . • • $5 00 

23. S. D. Leavitt, 311.... •••• .• •• .• •• •. •• •• •• 40 00 

Aug. 13. 

Sept. 11. 
13. 

Nov. 25. 

Dec. 10. 
18. 

24. 

31. 

C. P. Mattocks, 312.. •• ...• •••• •••. .•.• •..• 31 40 
A. H. Jacobs, 313.... • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • . . 60 00 
S. D. Leavitt, 

J, B. Foster, 
Sanford Steamship Co. 
Geo. S. Smith, 
S. D. Leavitt, 

S. Clifford Belcher, 

Horace S. Smith, 

Alonzo Garcelon, 

Daniel White, 

M. M. Folsom, 

S. D. Leavitt, 
E.W. French, 

C. B. Morton, 

S. D. Leavitt, 

565 ........................ . 

566 .•••••••••••.••••••••••• 
597 .••••••••••••..••••••••• 
669 .•.•••••.•••••••.•.••••• 

873 •••••••••••.•••••••••.•• 
909 ..•••••••••••••••••••••• 

934 .••••••••••••••••••••••• 

937 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

973 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

974 .••.•••••••••.•••••••••• 

985 ••.••••••••••••••••••..• 
988 ...•••••••••••••••••.••• 

989 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

993 •.•••••••••••••••••••••• 

45 49 

452 12 
20 00 
61 60 

27 85 
85 00 

59 00 

1,000 00 
27 50 

15 00 

1,000 00 
20 00 

15 00 

18 15 

$2,973 11 
Unexpended . . . . • . • • . • • • . . • . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 26 89 

$3,000 00 

Question. Have you here files of warrants drawn for various pur
poses by the Governor and Council for the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-nine? 
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Answer. I have. 
Question. Have you, in these files, reports of committees advising 

the Governor to draw his warrant upon the Treasurer of State, for 
different purposes, where no voucher for the same appears or can be 
found? 

Answer. I think there are some among these I have here. 
Question. Will you produce and exhibit before the Committee, 

some of those? 
Answer. Here is one, - that is a report of the Committee on 

Warrants, December twenty-four, eighteen hundred and seventy
nine, "No. 707." It advises that the Governor draw his warrant 
upon the Treasurer of State in favor of Alonzo Garcelon for the 
sum of one thousand dollars from the Appropriation for Military 
Purposes, the same being for expense to be incurred in the pro
tection of public property. Accepted and approved on the same 
day. 

Qitestion. Is that charged, in the account, against the Appropria
tion for Military Purposes? 

.Answer. It is charged to Alonzo Garcelon. The number of the 
warrant is nine hundred and thirty-seven. 

Question. Does any voucher, or proof of the claim upon which 
that was based appear in the files or can any be found? 

Answer. None appears and none can be found. I also haye here 
the report of the Committee on vVarrants, dated D.ecember thirty
first, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, "number seven hundred 
and forty-three," in which the Governor is advised to draw his war
rant on the Treasurer of State in favor of Alonzo Garcelon for the 
sum of four thousand dollars from the Appropriation for Free High 
Schools, the same being for expense incurred for police services. 
Approved by the Governor and accepted by the Council on the same 
day. 

Qnestion. Is that amount charged against the Free High School 
Appropriation? 

Answer. It is. December thirty-first, "Warrant nine hundred 
and eighty-four." 

Question. Does any vouch~r or proof of this appear with the 
report or has it or can it be found? 

Answer. None has ever been seen. I also produce to you from 
the files of the Secretary of State the report of the Committee on 
Warrants, dated December thirty-first, eighteen hundred an~ seventy-
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nine, '' number seven hundred and sixty-five," in which the Gov
ernor is advised to draw his warrant on the Treasurer of State in 
favor of Alonzo Garcelon for the sum of one thousand dollars from 
the Appropriation for Contingent Fund of Governor and Council, the 
same being for expense incurred for counsel fees and professional 
services for the State. Accepted by the Council and by the Gov
ernor approved December thirty-first. 

Question. Is that amount charged to the Appropriation for Con
tingent Fund of the Governor and Council? 

Answer. Yes, December thirty-first. "Warrant nine hundred 
and eighty-three." 

Question. Does any voucher for, or proof of this claim, appear 
with the report, or has any such been found among the papers? 

Answer. The same answer applies as to the others ; there never 
has. I also produce report of the Committee on Warrants elated 
December thirty-first, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, '' number 
seven hundred and seventy," in which the Governor is advised to 
draw his warrant on the Treasurer of State in favor of S. D. 
Leavitt, Adjutant General, for the sum of one thousand dollars from 
the Appropriation for Military Purposes. 

Question. Is that warrant charged to the Appropriation for Mili
tary Purposes ? 

.Answer. I find "warrant nine hundred and eighty-five" of 
December thirty-first, charged to the Appropriation for Military Pur
poses, to Alonzo Garcelon. I think that is a clerical error, and 
should be S. D. Leavitt. 

Question. Is the memorandum of the report of the Committee 
marked '' 985 " ? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Showing that is the warrant that goes with the report?· 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Does any voucher or proof of this appear with the 

report or anywhere else among the papers? 
Answer. None has been seen. 
Question. Do you know whether this amount has, within the last 

few clays, been paid back by Mr. Le~vitt? 
Answer. I only know it by the receipt that is now inclosed in the 

report. 
Question. State what you find inclosed with the report? 
Answer. I find, inclosed in the report, a receipt under date of 

February eighteen, eighteen hundred and eighty, "Received of S. 
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D. Leavitt, late Acljutaat Generctl, one thousand dollars, it being for 
money drawn on warrant No. 985, and charged to military purposes 
Jammry 7, 1880. Now refunded as not expended. S. A. Holbrook, 
Treasurer." I produce. from the files of the Secretary of State, 
report of Committee on Warrants, dated December thirty-one, 
eighteen hurnlred am1 seventy-nine, "No. 759," advising the Gov
ernor to draw his warrant on the Treasurer of State in favor of A. 
,J. Cameron, for the snm of two thousand dollars from the Appropri
ation for Free High Schools, the same being on account for stitching 
and binding now in his hands. Accepted and approved December 
thirty-first. It w;is first drawn, as appears by the report, from the 
Appropriation for Binding and Stitching, but that is c>rased and 
·' Free High Schools'' is written in, in its place. I find that amount 
charged under date of December thirty-first, "Free High Schools
A . .J. Cameron, Wai'rnnt 990-$2,000:" 

Question. Any voucher or proof of the same appear with the re
port or among the papers? 

.Answer. I never hrwe seen any, and presume there is none; none 
has been found to my knowledge. I produce from the files of the 

Secretary of State's office report of Committee on Warrants of 
December twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, 
"No. 711," in which the Governor is advised to draw his warrant 
on the Treasurer of State in favor of E. F. Pillsbury & Co. for the 

sum of two thousand dollars from the Appropriation for State Print
ing, the same being on account for State Printing. Accepted and 
approved December twenty-seventh. I find under date December 
twenty-seventh, E. F. Pillsbury, "Warrant 945," charged two 
thousand dollars to the Appropriation for Printing. 

Qiiestion. Does any voucher or proof of the same appear with 
the report? or can it be found among the papers? 

Answer. None has been found·. 
Question. "\Vhat has been the customary method where a warrant 

was drawn in favor of the contractors for the State printing; what 
customarily appears ,vith the report of the Committee? 

Answer. There is always a voucher for the amount, showing the· 
account up to the date of the warrant. 

Q1wstion. None such appears here? 
.Answer. No, sir. I produce report of Committee on Warrants of 

October seventh, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, "No. 502," in 
which the Governor is advised to draw his warrant on the Treasurer 
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of State in favor of E. F. Pillsbury & Co. for the sum of one 
thousand dollars from the Appropriation for State Printing, the same 
being for payment on account of printing for the State. Accepted 
and approved October seventh. The printing appropriation is cred
ited with that amount under that date; "Warrant 691." 

Question. Does any voucher or proof appear with the report or 
elsewhere among the papers? 

Answer. I have seen none ; I heard them inquired for but they 
couldn't be found. 

Question. Will you produce a report of the committee with refer
ence to the printing, which has any memorandum or voucher with 

it? 
Answer. I produce one report by the Standing Committee on 

Accounts, advising the Governor to draw his warrant in favor of E. 
F. Pillsbury & Co. for the sum of five hundred dollars from the 
Appropriation for Printing, "the samie bei:ng for advance as pe1· 
request herewith." Inclosed in the report I find a request made in 
the following language: "Augw~ta, No,v. 22, 1879. Hon. John B. 
Foster. lVe hcvce nearly cornpleted the House Journal as ordered by 
the Legi.-.,lature. It will be ready fo1· delivery fo a few days. Will 
you have the kinclness to advance us $500 on account of it, and favor 

E. F. Pillsbury & Co. ?" 
Question, Do you find that amount charged to the Appropriation 

for Public Printing on warrant duly drawn? 
Answer. Yes, I do. "Nov. 22. F. F. Pillsbury. lVarrant 

No. 855, $500." 
Question. Does any other voucher appear, with the exception of 

what you have read? 
Answer. None, and none can be found. 
Question. Have you before you the complete account kept with 

the Appropriation for Public Printing? 
Answer. I have. 
Qitestion. Will you furnish the Committee with a copy of that, 

itemized'? 
Answer. I will. 
[Witness subsequently furnishes Committee with the following 

copy:] 
PRINTING . 

.Appropriation for 1879 .............................................. $18,000 00 

Mar. !3. To Boutelle & Burr, Warrant 39 •• • . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. $27 32 
14. E. F. Pillsbury & Co. 52.... .. .. • • • • . • • . • • . • • • • • 1,000 00 
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April 16. Sprague, Owen & Nash, Warrant 170 ........................ $6,000 00 
F. G. Parker & Co. 174.... .. • • .. .. • • • • .. .. . • .. 62 25 

May 22. E. F. Pillsbury & Co. 273 .. • .. • • • • . • .. • . . • .. .. .. 803 28 
Will II. Watson, 
Fogg, Blood & Co. 

April 16. E. F. Pillsbury & Co. 

July 9. " 

Fogg, Blood & Co. 
Whidden, Rose & Co. 

Edes & Barrows, 
E. Upton & Son, 
Geo. H. Watkins, 

Aug. 12. W.W. Berry, 
13. E. F. Pillsbury, 

Sprague, Owen & Nash, 
Sept. 11. National Tribune Co. 

F. G. Parker & Co. 

E. F. Pillsbury & Co. 
Oct. 7. 

8. J. P. Bass, 

F. G. Parker & Co. 
Fogg, Blood & Co. 

Hancock Pub. Co. 
9. E. F. Pillsbury & Co. 

28. W. W. Perry, 
E. F. Pillsbury & Co. 

Nov. 21. 

22. 
Dec. 12. 

18. 

27. 
30. 
31. 

Theo. Cary & Co. 
E. F. Pillsbury & Co. 
Joseph W. Symonds, 
0. Butler, 
J. P. Bass & Co. 
E. F. Pillsbury & Co. 

Fogg, Blood & Co. 
E. F. Pillsbury & Co. 
F. G. Parker, 
State Printing Association, 

283 .•••.•••••.••••••..•.•.• 

303 .••••....••.••.•.......• 
162 ....................... . 
441 ...................... .. 
460 ••••...•••.•.•...••...•• 
479 ••••.•.•••••.•...•.•...• 
480 .•••.....•.....•....•••. 
481 ..•......••.•...•...• , .• 
484 ..•.........•........... 
550 .•....•.•..•.....•...... 
557 ...................... .. 
581 ...................... .. 
598 ..••...•.•••...••..••••• 
600 ..••.....••.••.• , •...• , , 

650 .•••....•.••......... ·. • 
691 ..•..•....•............. 

699 .•••••••.••••... , •... · · 
707 ..........•••...•.•..••• 
714 ....................... . 

716 ...................... .. 
717 ...................... .. 
731 .••.......••............ 
741 ...................... .. 
764 .......•••••••.........• 
765 ..•.•••....••••....•.... 
798 ...•......•••........... 
855 .....•.•.........•.•.•.• 
915 ..•....•.•.............• 
929 ......•......•.••... , •.• 

933 ...........•..••........ 
945 ...••••••....•.•.•... , , • 

957 ....................... . 
995 •............•...•.•...• 

1002 ...................... .. 
1004 .•••.•••.....•••.•.•.... 

10 05 

2 00 
600 00 

1,101 71 

2 50 

24 00 
24 00 
3 25 
3 00 
2 75 

639 99 
2,173 31 

4 00 
15 75 

200 00 
1,000 00 

16 87 

2 00 
6 00 

12 50 

377 37 
1 00 

409 80 

342 02 
400 00 

8 75 

500 00 
150 00 

2 50 
23 50 

2,000 00 

9 00 
1,098 01 

12 00 
42 00 

$19,112 48 

Appropriation .••...........•......•..•.......•..•••••••.•••........ $18,000 00 
Overdrawn .................. ,....................................... 1,112 48 

$19,112 48 

Question. Does there anywhere appear in the files of the Secre
tary of State's office, connected with the papers showing the 
condition of the printing account for the last year, or elsewhere, 
any statements of accounts, showing either the final settlement or 
partial settlements with Pillsbury & Co. during the year? 
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Answer. None to my knowledge. I have seen none. I think I 
should have seen them if there had been any. 

Question. Have you the account charged to the Appropriation for 
Binding and Stitching? 

Answer. I have. 
Question. Will you make for the Committee, a copy of the account 

as shown on the ledger, itemized? 
Answer. I will. 
[Witness subsequently furnishes Committee with the following 

copy:] 
BINDING AND STITCHING. 

Appropriation for 1879 ................................................ $8,533 37 

April 16. To A. J .. Cameron, Warrant 167 ........................ 1,200 00 

" E. H. W. Smith & Co., 186 ........................ 1,733 37 
18. 196.... . . . • . . . • • . . . . . . . • • . . 750 00 

24. " A. J. Cameron (deficiency) 

July 9. 

Oct. 7. 

Nov. 21. 

Dec. 30. 

( deficiency) 

208........................ 314 11 

216.... ... . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . 211 75 

485 ........................ 1,034 31 

486.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 1, 765 54 

692........................ 750 00 

763........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 403 79 

951........................ 915 54 

$9,077 91 
Overdrawn ........................... , ••......••..••••.•••....•..•.... $ 544 54 
Appropriation ........................................................ 8,533 37 

$9,077 91 

Question. Do you know any statement of account, showing the 
final settlement with the contractor for binding and stitching, at the 
encl of the year, or any partial settlements previous to the encl 
of eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 

Answer. I do not. 
Question. Have you ever been able to find any? 
Answe1·. No; and never heard of any being found in the office. 
Question. '\Vho was the contractor for binding and stitching? 
Answer. A. ,J. Cameron. 
Question. The record of the proceedings from day to clay, before 

the Governor and Council, is kept in what book? 
Answer. What is called the "Council Blotter"; and from that is 

made up a Journal, to be deposited in the Secretary of State's office, 
at the encl of each year. 

Question. And is this book which you now produce, the "Council 
Blotter" for eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 

Answer. It is. 
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MARCH 8, 1880, P. M. 

JAMES R. MILLIKEN, recalled. 

Question. Upon the ledger of the Secretary of State is an account 
kept with the Appropriation for Transportation of Documents? 

Answer. Yes; ancl I have it here. 
Question. ·what is the amount of the appropriation for the year 

eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. Eight hundred dollars. 
Q1te8tion. Has it all been taken, as is shown by the charges made 

against it? 
Answer. Four dollars twenty-eight cents overdrawn. 
Question. Of that appropriation, how much is charged as having 

been paid any express company? 
Answer. To the Eastern Express Company, two hundred forty

three dollars twenty cents. One hundred two dollars fifty-five cents 
of that was paid to C. B. Morton, Agent; but that is the same thing. 

Question. To whom is the balance ( above the two hundred forty
three dollars twenty cents) charged, as being paid? 

Answer. G. G. Stacy. 
Question. Have you examined the reports of the Committee on 

Accounts, of the Council of eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, to 
see whether the eharges against this appropriation, as being made to 
the Eastern Express Company, or their agent, contain the vouchers, 
with each report? 

Answer. I have; they are all correct. I produce report of the 
Committee on ,v arrants, of March seventh, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-nine, advising the Governor to draw his war:wmt on the 
Treasurer of State, in favor of Geoi'ge G. Stacy, for the sum of four 
hundred dollars, from the Appropriation for Transportation of Doc
uments. Accepted and approved by the Governor, March seventh, 
eighteen hundred aml seventy-nine, ',,v arrant, No. 21," drawn upon 
it. 

Question. Is there any voucher for that item of four hundred 
dollars? 

Answer. There is simply a request in writing accompanying the 
report, which reads, "Augusta, March 7, 1879. To the Honorable 
Governor and Council, I respectfully request you to draw a warrant 
in my favor for the sum of ~'fj400 and charge the same to the Appro
priation for Transportation of Documents jor 187 9. Very respect-
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fully yours, G. G. Stacy, Librarian." No other voucher appears 
to accompany the report. 

BY J\fa. ING ALLS : 
Question. Do you know the hand writing of that report? 
Answer. No, sir. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. See if there is an appropriation for the Visiting Com

mittee of Insane Hospital? 
Answer. I have it here. The amount of the appropriation for 

eighteen hundred and seventy-nine was two hundred dollars. 
Que1Stion. Is it exhausted? 
Answer. Twenty-five dollars and twenty-eight cents overdrawn. 

I produce report of the Committee on Accounts for eighteen hundred 
and seventy-nine, dated October seventh, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-nine, in which the Governor is advised to draw his ·warrant 
on the Treasurer, in favor of George G. Stacy for the sum of two 
hundred twenty-one dollars and sixty-six cents,-from the Appro
priation for Contingent Fund one hundred dollars, and from the 
Appropriation for Transportation of Documents one hundred twenty 
one dollars and sixty-six cents, the same being for distributing doc
uments of eighteen hundred and seventy-eight and seventy-nine, 
and for postage stamps. Accepted and approved October seventh, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-nine. Upon which warrants "677 

and 678" were drawn. 
Question. Do you find in this report as the basis of these war

rants, any voucher? 
Answer. I find vouchers for two items, one hundred forty-two 

dollars and sixty-six cents, and one hundred and eighteen dollars. 
Question. Do you find any voucher for the large item of distrib

uting documents and exchanges for eighteen hundred and seventy
nine, two hundred and sixty-nine dollars? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Do you find any voucher for the large item "for cmwunt 

paid E. S. Tobie, $292." 
Answer. There is none here; two hundred dollars has usually 

been allowed the Librarian for distributing documents, and I pre
sume that this item of two hundred sixty-nine dollars was intended 
to be covered by that. 

Question. Turn to the appropriation for the Library? 
Answer. I have it. 
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Question. What is the amount of the appropriation for eighteen 
hundred and seventy-nine? 

Answe1·. Five hundred dollars. 
Question. To whom is that five hundred dollars charged as paid 

to? 
Answer. March seventh, to George G. Stacy. "Warrant No. 

20, $500." I produce report of Committee on Warrants, of March 
seventh, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, advising the Governor 
to draw his warrant in favor of George G. Stacy for five hundred 
dollars from the Appropriation for State Library, the same being 
for purchase of books. Accepted and approved March seventh, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-nine. Upon which, warrant number 
twenty, is drawn. The following request or voucher is found. 
"March 7, 1879. To the Honorable Governor aud Council. I 
respectfully request you to draw a warrant in rny favor for the sum of 
$500, and charge the sarne to the Approp1·iatfon for State Library 
for 1879. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, G. G. Stacy, 
Librarian." 

Question. Do you know of any other voucher for this besides 
what you have read? 

Answer. I know of none other. It should be stated that, of this 
$500, the amount of thirty-five dollars and thirty-seven cents was 
deducted and paid to the old Librarian, John D. Myrick, that 
amount being due him, and only the balance was paid to Mr. Stacy. 

MARCH 6, 1880, A. M. 

ALEXANDER J. CAMERON, sworn and examined. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Of Augusta? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Were you the contractor for the Binding and Stitching 

in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. With whom was your contract made? 
Answer. With the Committee on Printing and Binding, of the 

Legislature, subsequently ratified by the concurrent action of the 
two branches. 

Question. At what time did you begin doing the work for that 
year, under the contract? 
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Answe"t. I did not begin the work till either the day of its 
apprornl, or the day after, probably; but, before that, I had bought 
out the old binders. 

Question. When did you begin to work under your contract? 
Answer. The contract was ratified, I think, the twenty-sixth of 

February, in the Senate, and the twenty-seventh in the House,-one 
day in the Senate and the other in the House. 

Question. Had you been doing the work of the State, of the 
Binding and Stitching nature, before the contract was approved? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. For how long? 
Answer. The third day of February I took possession, bought out 

Smith & Co. That work was done under the Smith & Co. contract ; 
they transferred their rights to me. 

Qiiestion. Did you receive, during the year eighteen hundred ~nd 
seventy-nine, from time to time, payments for ,vork done by you on 
your contract? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. ,vhen you received a payment upon your contract, what 

was your method of presenting your account, and what action was 
taken? 

Answer. Presented a detailed account,-all of which I believe is 
on file to-day,-with vouchers, each item signed by those in charge 
of the department to which the work was delivered. 

Question. \Vhen you wanted any money upon your contract, you 
presented a detailed account of the work you had done up to elate? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. vVith vouchers accompanying? 
Answer. Yes. 

Question. And certified by the heads of the different branches of 
work? 

Answer. Yes ; clerks or responsible parties. 
Question. To whom did you present that bill with the vouchers? 
Answer. Sometimes to one of the Council, and sometimes to the 

Secretary of State,-jnst as was convenient,-and they took them 
in. 

Q1testion. But it always went before the Governor and Council? 
Answer_. I presume so ; no doubt about it. 
Qitestion. Then what would you receive which would entitle you 

to the money? 
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Ans1.cer. A warrant signed by the Governor, by and with the 
approval of the Council. 

Question. That warrant was drawn upon whom? 
Answer. On the State Treasurer; I never took particular notice, 

but I presume the same form exists now. 
Question. How would you get the money? 
Answer. By presenting it at th~ Treasury. 
Question. So that the voucher which you presented to the Treas

urer was a warrant drawn by the Governor and Council? 
Answer. Yes. 
Questfon. Aud he paid you the money and you left the warrant 

with him? 

Answer. Yes ; I indorsed on the back of the warrant. 
Q1iestion. But the original vouchers of your account and state

ment of work you had clone were all left with the Governor and 
Council or Secretary of State. 

Answer. Yes. 
Qiwstion. w-as that your course during the year eighteen hundred 

and seventy-nine, to the end of the year? 
Answer. It was, excepting the second last payment I got of 

seven hundred and fifty dollars ; I presented no account then ; I had 
done about twelve hundred dollars worth of work, but had not any 
time, on account of pressing business, to draw a detailed account; 
and I went before the Governor and Council and explained my 
position and asked them to make me an advance,-what they thought 
would be right ; the:r gave me seven hundred and fifty dollars on 
account of current account; that was the second last payment I got 
on work that had been done. 

Question. When you got that seven hundred and fifty dollars on 
account, yon had actually performed the work ? 

.Answer. Yes ; I had from eleven hundred to thirteen hundred 
dollars worth of work done. 

Question. vVhen did you present your final account for work done, 
up to the end of the year, with the vouchers and accounts showing 
that? 

Answer. Either the thirtieth or thirty-first of December. 
Question. Did yon then have a complete settlement of all the 

work you had clone, and receive your pay for the same? 
Answer. Yes; all for which I had vouchers, all the work that I 

had completed. 
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Question. And you put vouchers in for all the work you had com
pleted? 

Answer. Yes, that those bills covered. 
Question. So that on the thirtieth or thirty-first of December you 

completed your account for all the work that you had done up to 
that date, and put in your vouchers and accounts for the same and 
received pay for the same? 

Answer. I did. 
Question. Did you after that, and before the change in the gov

ernment, receive any further orders or moneys through the Governor 
and Council, and if so to what amount? 

Answer. I received two thousand dollars after that. 
Questfon. To whom did you make application for the two thou

sand dollars extra that you received and that you have just referred 
to? 

Answer. To the Council. 
Question. Where ? 
Answer. In the Council Chamber. 
Question. For what amount did you make application first? 
Answer. I left it to their discretion ; I showed them a statement 

of the amount of work I had on hand, in my hands, and expected 
to get from the Printers under my contract, and requested them, if 
they saw fit, to make me an advance on it. 

Question. You showed them a statement of stock and work you 
had in hand and had not done? 

Answer. Not completed; had to estimate it with previous years. 
Question. M2,king an estimate? 
Answer. Yes .. 
Question. And requested them to make you an advance of two 

thousand dollars ? 
Answer. I requested them to make me an advance of whatever 

they saw fit. 
Question. Had, at that time, the Appropriation for Binding and 

Stitching been exhausted? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. There was nothing left in that Appropriation? 
Answer. No. 
Question. And that you knew? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. And that they knew? 
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Answer. I do not know about that. It eventually turned out to 
be a misunderstanding. I was informed that, with what I had 
drawn and what others had drawn, the appropriation had been used 
up, and evidently they were laboring under a mistake. 

Question. There were no vouehers for work done that were left for 
this two thousand dollars, as in the other cases? 

Answer. No; but some such a statement as showing that I was 
to have work, a balance of twenty-six hundred dollars, still to be 
done. 

Question. If you continued? 
.Answer. If I lived; the terms of my contract assured me the 

work; I am still doing that,--that is, for eighteen hundred and 
seventy-nine. 

Question. Did you receive from the Governor and C<;mncil a war
rant for two thousand dollars for this advance? 

Answer. Yes. 
QiwsNon. ·wm you examine the inclosed report of the Committee, 

read it, and see if it is the report that goes with the warrant that you 

received? 
.Answer. I would not be supposed to see this at all, although I 

knew of it on account of the misunderstanding that occurred. 
Question. State what you know from communication with the 

Council? 
Answe1·. They talked it over and came to the conclusion, first, they 

would draw me a warrant for twenty-five hundred dollars. From 
the appearance of the appropriation book they thought there was 
three thousand dollars still undrawn. It was a mistake, and they 
reconsidered the matter and concluded to give me two thousand dol-. 
lars, and they thought I could easily collect the five hundred dollars. 

Question. How does the warrant read as first drawn? 
Answer. '' Two thousand dollars." 
Question. How does the report read? 
Answer. '' Two thousand five hundred dollars." 
Question. Drawn upon what appropriation, first? 
Answer. Upon the "Appropriation for Binding and Stitching." 
Question. After they found there was no money left in that appro- · 

priation what change was made, as shown in the report? 
Answer. From the Free High School. 
Qiwstfon. The words '' .Appropriation for Binding and Stitching" 

are struck out? 

25 
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Answe,·. Yes, and the words "'Free High School" put in. The 
sum of two thousand five hundred dollars is stricken out and the 
words "two thousand" written over that, and the figures ",'$2000" 
written under. 

Question. So that the report was changed, on learning the condi
tion of the Appropriation for Binding and Stitching, from two 
thousand five hundred dollars to two thousand dollars, and the Ap
propriation for Binding and Stitching changed to Free High School? 

Answer. The matter of the figures was a matter all apart from the 
appropriation, as it was a reconsideration. The warrant was drawn 
on the Treasurer on the Binding and Stitching Appropriation, and I 
presented that at the counter. 

Question. ,vhen you presented the warrant to the Treasurer, 
what did you learn with reference to that appropriation? 

Answer. The clerks looked into the matter and learned that the 
appropriation had been entirely exhausted. 

Question. Then what did you do? 
Answer. One of the clerks, lVIr. Caldwell, I think, went to the 

Council Room with the warrant and explained the matter to them ; I 
waited i.n the 'Treasury a short time ; Caldwell returned and handed 
me the warrant and told me to take it up stairs. 

Question. He returned with the warrant yon had presented to him 
.and instructed you to go up to the Council? 

Answer. Yes .. 
. Question. You returned to the Council with the warrant which 

_y0u had just presented to the Treasurer? 
Answer. Yes. 
"Question. ·what took place when you returned? 
Answer. I went to lVIr. Brown with it, as he had drawn the report, 

,or had the appropriation in his hands,-and told him that lVIr. Cald
.well instructed me to go up there. He took the warrant and took 
tthe appropriation book and went over it and showed some of the 
·other Councillors how he had been misled by the standing of the 
appropriation book. There were two appropriations for binding and· 
stitching last year, and they were kept on two different pages, and 
-in posting the appropriation blotter they were both added together 
on one of those pages and the other page was left blank altogether, 
and there still seemed to be three thousand dollars unused of that 
appropriation, and lVIr. Brown explained to the other Councillors 
how that was. 
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Question. Explained that it was all used up? 
Answer. Yes; and on account of there being no drafts against 

that three thousand dollars, he had been misled. 
Question. He thus discovered there was nothing left of the Appro-

priation for Binding and Stitching? 
Answer. He did. 
Question. What was then done by which you got your money? 
Answer. The warrant was changed from '' Binding and Stitching" 

to '' Free High Schools; " but the changing of the figures was done 
before the warrant was drawn. 

Question. The warrant was then changed, and drawn on the 
Appropriation for Free High Schools? 

Answer. It was; I think the warrant in the Treasurer's possession 
is altered just the same as there. 

Question. And that was done by Mr. Brown, in the Council Room? 
Answer. By one of the Council. 
Question. While the Council were present? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Was the warrant delivered to you? 
Answer. It was. 
Question. What did you do with the warrant? 
Answer. I went down to the Treasurer's a second time, and got 

the money or check. 

BY MR. ING ALLS : 

Question. Both warrants were for the same amount? 
Answer. Only one warrant. 
Question. Did not you go to the Treasurer's office with a warrant 

which they refused to pay? 
.Answe1·. I did. 
Question. What was the amount of that? 
Answer. Two thousand dollars. 
Question. That was returned to the Governor and Council? 
Answer. It was. 
Question. Then your next warrant? 
Answer. The same warrant. 
Question. An alteration made? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. So that there was but one warrant? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Question. But there was a change in it from "Binding and 
Stitching" to "Free High Schools?" 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Was that the only change? 
Answer. It was. 
Qiiestion. The report was changed before the warrant was drawn? 
·Ansicer. It was, almost immediately. They had written twenty-

:five hundred dollars, and Councillor Chase, I think, said he thought 
two thousand dollars would be enough, if the work was only to 

amount to twenty-five hundred or twenty-six hundred dollars. 

BY MR. HALE: 

Qnestion. Was not a portion of this two thousand dollars that was 
advanced to you before the work was done, to be by you, in your 
intention, expended upon the Agricultural Reports? 

Anszcer. Yes. 
Question. ·was not that Agricultural Report a document that had 

not been ordered by the previous Legislature? 
Ansieer. There is really no Agricultural Report being printed; it 

is an Appendix to the Agricultural Report of eighteen hundred and 
seventy-eight, that Sprague, Owen and Nash had been printing in the 
early part of last year, and that is always printed to complete the 
Report. They stopped doing it. 

Qitestion. Was that embraced in your contract? 
Answer. It was. 
Question. How was that embraced in your contract if they were to 

do it? 
Answer. The binding and stitching of it only is embraced in my 

contract. 
Question. Is that covered by your contract? 
Answer. Yes, either by my own or the one I bought of Smith and 

Company. 
Question. Is the Appendix of the old Report of the year that 

Sprague, Owen and Nash did the work, embraced in your contract 
with the Legislature? 

Answer. No.. My contract covers only eighteen hundred and 
· seventy-nine. 

Question. Then this Appendix is not embraced in your contract for 
· eighteen hundnid and seventy-nine? 

Answei·. It is not. 
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Question. Was not that the only contract you had, for eighteen 
hundred and seventy-nine? 

Answer. I also had the contract for eighteen hundred and seventy
eight. 

Question. With the Legislature? 
Answer. A legislative contract made with Sinith and Company, 

and they sold their equity in it to me. 
Question. That was simply a trade you made with Smith and 

Company, the old binders for eighteen hundred and seventy-eight? 
Answer. It was; I actually stood in Smith and Company's place. 
Question. Whatever you did with them was by private contract? 
Answer. Yes, with them. 
Question. For old work that they had formerly had under a con

tract with the Legislature? 
Answer. That they had on hand and were receiving every day 

from the printers. 
Question. Some of this work you intended to do for this advance 

of two thousand dollars was work you had which you had bought 
out from' them? 

Answer. It was included in their contract. 
Question. Not in your contract? 
Answer. No. It would have been done long ago but for Sprague, 

Owen and Nash's hesitancy. 
Question. Was not that a matter that should have been appro

priated by the Legislature as a deficiency, if you were doing old 
work for the year previous? 

Answer. I presume, properly; I am not in a position to give a 
decided answer, but I presume it ought to have been. 

Question. But instead of that you got the Governor and Council 
-or they did afterwards-pay to you money out of the Free High 
School Fund to do work of that kind? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Had you ever before for doing work got anything out 

of the Free High School Fund? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Had you had anything to do with the Free High School 

Fund before? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Did you suggest, or did the suggestion come from some 

member of the Council, that it should be taken from the Free High 
School Fund? 
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Answer. I did not suggest-I do not know-what conversation 
they had ; I took a back seat. 

Question. So you had nothing to do with this drawing upon the 
Free High School Fund yourself, excepting you took the warrant as 
delivered to you? 

Ansiver. I saw the warrant and it was changed; I looked to see 
what had been done, and saw that the words '' Binding and Stitch
ing" had been erased, and "Free High Schools" written in. 

Question. You had not anything to do with the change, and did 
not suggest it? 

Answer. No. 
Question. If it had not been done you would not have got the 

two thousand dollars ? 
Answer. I presume if the account on which the warrant was 

drawn had not been changed-I am not prepared to say what would 
have been clone. 

Qiiestion. You do not know of any way you would have got it 
excepting that way? 

Answer. They did not refuse to pay it; they only noted. that the 
appropriation had been drawn. 

Question. You know of no way you could have got the money 
except in some such way as that? 

.Answer. I do not know any, unless the Treasurer felt like paying 
the first warrant and showing an overdraft. It was a great con
venience for me to get it, and I felt very much obligated. They 
asked me my reasons for asking it, and I referred them to the pre
ceding year where some slight advance had been made to the printers. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. After the assignment of the contract by Smith and 

Company were the dealings with the Governor and Council by you 
or them? 

.Answer. I dealt directly with the Governor and Council. 
Qiiestion. What part, if any, of this work had been done at the 

time you received this two thousand dollars? 
Answer. More or less of it was in an incomplete condition. If I 

have a book of one hundred pages, and I receive ninety-nine I can
not make a book till I receive the hundredth ; I must wait till I get 
that page, if I have ten thousand copies, before I can make a single 
book. , 

Question. What part of the work was actually done? 
...;lnswer. At that period, I cannot very well say. 
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BY MR. HALE: 
Question. What was it? 
Answer. I had the Bank Commissioner's Report folded so far as 

the printers had given it to me ; the Fish Commissioners' Report was 
almost completed, within a few pages I think of being out of the 
printers' hands ; I had done all I could till I got the rest. 

Question. In general terms, what proportion of the whole? 
Answer. There would be about one-fourth of it. 
Question. ·why did you ask for money in advance? 
Answer. It would be an accommodation to me if I got it. 
Question. Was that a usual course with you? 
An.c,wer. No, not with me. The last time I asked them for 

money in presenting bills and vouchers it was on account of current 
account. 

Question. For work that had been done? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Why in this particular case did you want this advance? 
Answer. I had no special object except in getting accommodation. 
Question. Did you use this money? 
Answer. More or less of it. 
Question. Have you returned any portion of it? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Have you accounted for it? 
Answe1·. I have not rendered any bill since. 
Question. What is your hill now? 
Answer. I have not that in detail ; some vouchers I have not got. 
Question. Why was it you wanted this advance at that particular 

time? 
Answer. I cannot give any particular answer. It was to be an 

accommodation to me. One reason was, I was working all the year, 
and borrowed capital and had to meet my engagements at the end 
of the year ; and my business would be more or less unsettled ; I 
could not wind it up complete at the end of the year ; if I could get 
that I knew it would help me out to square my indebtedness and 
still leave me enough to complete the work; otherwise I should 
have had to have tried to get funds elsewhere. 

Question. You had not clone the work for this money? 
Answ~r. No. 
Question. It might be taken away from you? 
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Answer. l did not think the State would go back on its contract. 
Question. Your contract did not embrace this Appendix you were 

doing; it was only that you had bought ont Smith and Company? 
Answer. I do not know as I can make yon understand. 
Question. Your contract that you made with the Committee of the 

Legislature dicl not embrace this old deficiency of Smith and Com

pany? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 
Question. Yon had been on under your contract and had done 

your work up to that date and had got your pay for it? 
Answer. Yes, all the work I had done; I had not completed all the 

work my contract covered. 
Question. ·what you had got pay for was under your contract? 
Answer. Partly under mine and partly under Smith's, more under 

Smith's than my own. 
Question. This Appendix which you were at work on and which 

you had got about one-fourth of it, was work you were doing which 
you had bought, the old contract and right of Smith and Company's? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. It was a deficiency of their work which they had not 

done? 
Answer. Yes ; that is, it was not printed when they got through. 

\Vhen I said one-fourth I meant one-fourth of the entire work-I 
presented to the Council. 

BY MR. INGALLS : 
Question. That would be about six hundred or seven hundred of 

the two thousand dollars? 
Answer. Yes. Five hundred or six hundred. 
Question. And the fourteen hundred dollars was in advance for 

work not done? 
Answer. It was all actually in advance. 
, Qiwstion. No part of the work was available? 
Ansicer. No part of the work was completed. 
Question. No vouchers rendered? 
Answer. No. They are not supposed to know that the work is 

, done till vouchers are presented. 

ALEXANDER J. CAMERON, recalled 1.lfarch 8, 1880, P. M. 

BY MR. HALE: 
Question. On the first clay of January, eighteen hundred and 
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eighty, of the item furnished by you to the Governor and Council as 
work unfinished, to wit : '' 5000 Abstract of County .Agricultural 
Societies, $1,600," what proportion had you then done? 

Answer. Little or nothing. 
Questfon. Had you, in fact, done any stitching or binding upon 

that at that time? 
.Answer. No stitching or binding, nothing more than what little 

folding there was. 
Question. Even at the present time have you done any stitching 

or binding? 
.Answer. Not of any account; nothing but the folding. 
Question. Up to the present tjme you have done nothing of the 

stitching or binding? 
.Answer. No, sir. 
Question. In fact, the work has not come into your hands from 

the printers ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Isn't the folding a comparatively small item? 
Answer. It is. 
Question. So, really, there was nothing on the first day of Jan

uary in the way of beginning work relating to the Appendix or 
Abstract? 

Answer. Comparatively nothing. 
Question. You know of no appropriation by the Legislature, or 

order for this ? 
Answer. No, not especially. 

MARCH 8, 1880, P. M. 

SAMUEL L. BOARDMAN, sworn and exarninecl. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Live in Augusta? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Have you formerly been Secretary of the Board of Agri

culture of the State? 
.Answer. I have. 
Question. When did you begin acting as Secretary, and when did 

you cease? 
.Answer. I commenced acting as Secretary in eighteen hundred 

and seventy-two or seventy-three, and my duties ceased the end of 
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the second quarter in eighteen hundred and seventy-nine; that is, 
the last of June. 

Questi'.on. What was your duty with reference to the making up of 
the Annual REiport of the Board of Agriculture, published by the 
State? 

Answer. I furnished all the copy. 
Question. In what way is the volume constituting the Report 

divided? 
Answer. It is divided into two parts ; the first part, or the Report 

of the Secretary of the Board proper, including about half of the 
volume, is printed first, and ordinarily is completed and printed for 
the year in season to be delivered to the Legislature when it meets 
in January. 

Question. For each year? 
Answer. Yes; the Report for eighteen hundred and seventy-nine 

being printed and bound ready for delivery, ready for the members 
of the Legislature in eighteen hundred and seyenty-nine and eighty. 

Question. Provided any such Report had been ordered that year? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You only used eighteen hundred and seventy-nine as an 

instance? 
Answer. That is all. I would use eighteen hundred and seyenty

eight to illustrate, the same. There is a second part of the Report, 
sometimes called the Appendix or Abstract, which includes the 
official matter relating to transactions of County Societies for the 
year. The Agricultural Societies have till the third Wednesday 
of December of each year to send in their returns, and some of 
them don't get them in at that time,-sometimes they come later. 
The second part, or Abstract, is made up from those returns, and 
that part, although it forms a part of the Volume for the year, is 
usually printed after the adjournment of the Legislature. That part, 
while the copy may be ready, the printers have usually delayed in 
printing, on account of the pressure of Legislative work; conse
quently the printing of that has gone by as late as May. 

Question. Taking for instance the Agricultural Report for eighteen 
hundred and seventy-seven, the second part called the Appendix or 
Abstract would not be completed till after the adjournment of the 
Legislature of eighteen hundred and seventy-eight? 

Answer. That is what I wish to be understood. 
Question. So that the volume would not be ready till along in 

early summer? 
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Answer. Yes ; June or July, the completed volume comprising the 
two parts. 

Question. Of the year succeeding the year that it reports? 
Answe1·. Yes, sir. 
Question. Having given that general information, I call your 

attention specially to the Agricultural Report for the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-eight, and ask you to state what portion of 
that had been completed and ready for printing and binding at the 
end of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-eight? 

Answer. At the end of the year eighteen hundred and seventy
eight the first part of that Report was all printed and bound, and 
had been delivered to the Legislature of eighteen hundred and 
seventy-eight and seventy-nine, printed and bound. 

Question. At that time you were Secretary of the Board? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. And, as such, bound to furnish copy ·for the report? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. What was the practical operation of the act of March 

sixth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, in reference to prohibit

ing the payment of money for agricultural purposes, upon the Agri
cultural Report of eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 

Answer. I understood that it suspended all labor and work for 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine. 

Question. ,vhen were you .removed from office? 
.Answer. I resigned my position; I cannot give the date of my 

resignation, but it was during the second quarter of the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-nine, to take effect at the end of the quarter. 

Question. Had the salary been, by the Legislature of that year, 
cut down? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. From what to what? 
Answer. From eight hundred dollars and expenses to one hundred 

dollars, including expenses. 
Questfon. At that time, after the passage of the act of March 

sixth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, had you undertaken or 
completed the work of preparing the Abstract or Appendix for the 
Report of eighteen hundred and seventy-eight? 

Answer. I had done nothing to it. 
Question. Did you consider it was a part of your duty, if so 

ordered by the proper official, to complete that, as a part of your 
work for the year eighteen hundred and seventy-eight? 
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Answer. I did ; I should say that the proper returns to be made 
by the Agricultural Societies, which would make up the Abstract of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, were in my hands, and it would 
have devolved upon me to have prepared those for the printer, 
forming the second part of the Report. 

Question. Even if' your term had expired? 
Ansiver. Yes. 
Question. That was your duty? 
Answer. Yes, acting under a precedent,-my only guide,-in con-

nection with a similar case where my predecessor did the same. 
Question. ·without any extra charge? 
Answer. So far as my knowledge goes. 
Question. You consider that coming within the scope of your 

duty for the year you acted? 
Answer. I did. 

Question. Why didn't you go on and complete those Abstracts; 
what were you waiting for? , 

Answer. I supposed that the reduction of the salary and doing 
away with the printing of any Report rendered it unnecessary for 
me to move in the matter of furnishing any more copy. 

Question. You supposed there was to be no agricultural printing 
that year? 

Answer. I so understood from the law. 
Question. Either of the year before, or that year? 
Answer. I understood that the law of eighteen hundred and 

seventy-nine prohibited the payment of any money for any agricul
tural purposes whatever, including printing. 

Question. Diel you have any communication or correspondence 
with reference to this work upon the second part of the Report 
of eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, with either the public printer 
or public binder? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. Have you any letters that you will produce in reference 
to that? 

Answer. I have had some conferences with and letters from the 
public binder. I have had no conference or business with the public 
printers till I began to give out copy to them to be printed. I had 
interviews with the public binder, I think, previous to the receipt 
of any letters from him. 

Question. What did the public binder desire you to do? 
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Answer. The binder, at two or three different times during the 
early part of the year 1879, as I would meet him occasionally on the 
streets here, would inquire if the copy for the Abstract was in my 
hands and if he could induce the Council to go on with the printing, 
if I would be in position to furnish copy. I said to him that the 
copy was in my hands and I eould furnish it. Subsequently to 
these intocviews-my home being in Augusta-I was in Augusta 
about every two weeks, and occasionally met him. I think I did 
not go into the bindery to see him during the year ; but would occa
sionally meet him on the streets, and might have met him several 
times when nothing was said, but did meet him two or three times 
when we did speak of it. After that I received letters from him in 
relation to my furnishing copy for the Abstract. 

Question. Have you any letter here? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I now produce a letter from Cameron, State 

Binder to me, dated "June 24, 1879," which is marked "Exhibit 
27, G. D. B., Clerk of Committee." [Witness reads letter to Com
mittee.] 

Question. The work he refers to there is the first part of the work 
of volume for eighteen hundred and seventy-eight? 

Answer. All of it. 
Question. That letter shows that on the day on which it was writ

ten, June twenty-four, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, he had 
completed that part of the work of eighteen hundred and seventy
eight? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And he refers there to being able to complete the whole 

of that work in time to settle his next account? 
Answer. He does. 
Question. I hand you letter mar~ed "Exhibit 28, G.D. B., Clerk 

of Committee?" 
Answer. It is a letter from Cameron, Public Binder, to me, dated 

"Augusta, Sept. 12, 1879." [Witness reads letter to Committee.] 
Question. The Abstract that Cameron refers to in this letter is 

what is sometimes called the Appendix to the Report? 
Answer. It is. 
QuJestion. At the time when that letter was written, September 

twelve, nothing had been done by you with the copy for the Abstract 
or Appendix of the work of eighteen hundred and seventy-eight? 

Answer. Nothing whatever; it was in my hands. 
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Question. Identify the letter marked "Exhibit 29, G.D. B., Clerk 
of Cornmittee," and give the date? 

Answer. "Augusta, Sept. 15, 1879," from Cameron, Public 
Binder. [Witness reads letter to Committee. J 

Question. Did you at that time or about that time receive a written 
communication from the Secretary or Deputy Secretary of State? 

Answer. I think I did a few days after that. 
Question. Is "Exhibit 30, G. D. B., Clerk of Coniniittee," which 

you present, the communication you refer to? 
Answer. It is. It is dated "Augusta, Sept. 15, 1879," from P. 

A. Sawyer, Deputy Secretary of State. It bears the official head
ing of the office. [Witness reads letter to Committee. J 

Question. Up to that date had you any authority or orders or 
directions from anybody in authority to go on with furnishing copy 
for the Abstract or Appendix for the report of eighteen hundred and 

seventy-eight? 
Answer. I had not. 
Question. Did you receive from the Secretary of State or Deputy 

Secretary after that or about that time any further verbal orders to 
go on and furnish it? 

Answer. I was in Augusta a few days after the receipt of this 
letter and met Mr. Sawyer on State street, in company with General 
Leavitt, and, after speaking a moment to him and referring to the 
subject of this letter, said to him that I had been waiting for an 
order-what I regarded as an order-from the proper authorities to 
give out the copy ; and stated to him that I hardly regarded his last 
letter as an order. He replied that he wished me to consider it as 
such, or "I give you the order now to furnish the copy," or that I 
might consider it an order, or words to that effect. 

Question. Did you consider the letter and communication, what 
he said to you, an order from the Secretary of State's office? 

Answer. I did. 
Question. That was in the latter half of September? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qu,estion. Have you since then furnished to the Public Printer of 

that year any or all of the copy for the Abstract or Appendix for 
the report of eighteen hundred and seventy-eight? 

Answer. I have, all of it. 
Question. When did you furnish it? 
Answer. Enough for the printers to commence on, immediately 
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after the receipt of the order, and copy which came in subsequently. 
at a later date. 

Qilestion. Have you furnished any within the last three months? 
Answer. I have. 
Que8tion. When did you furnish the last, or completion? 
Answe1-. I cannot say definitely, but since January. 
Question. Have you ever since that time been behindhand in fur

nishing whenever the Public Printer wanted copy, or have you been 
largely ahead? 

Answer. No. They have always had copy in advance. 
Question. ,vh~t is the course when you furnish copy ,-to whom 

is the proof returned for correction? 
Answer. Always to me,-the proof of my Report, always has been. 
Qnestion. Of course it goes through the printer before it goes to 

the binder? 
Answe1·. Yes. 
Qiwstfon. On the thirty-first day of December, eighteen hundred 

and seventy-nine, the encl of the year, what portion of the copy 
that you had furnished for the second part, the Abstract or Appen
dix for the Report of eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, had come 
back to you from the Public Printer? 

Answer. But very little. 

Qnestion. Up to the present time, what portion of this work has 
come back to you, for correction, from the Public Printer? 

Answer. So much,-what I hold in my hand. 

Question. How many forms, and how many pages does that com-
prehend? 

Answe1·. Five forms ; I find that some of the sheets are gone. 
Question. Five forms, making how many pages? 
Answer. Making eighty pages. 
Question. What proportion of that, in your judgment, had come 

back to you from the Public Printer up to the first of January, 
eighteen hundred and eighty? 

Answer. Possibly three forms, making forty-eight pages. 
Question. Can the Public Binder do anything in the way either of 

stitching or binding on that work till it all comes into his hands 
from the printer? 

Answer. No, he can't stitch it or bind it; he can fold it. 
Question. So that the Public Binder cannot, up to this date, have 

done any thing in the way of stitching or binding upon the Abstract 
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or Appendix to the Report of eighteen hundred and seventy
eight? 

Answer. No, it is not possible. 
Question. Of course he couldn't have done it on the first of Jan

uary? 
Answer. No. 
Question. ·what is the only thing the Public Binder could do on 

those sheets till he got them all in ? 
Answer. He could fold them from the flat sheet to the form of this 

I hold in my hand. 
Question. Is that a matter of comparatively slight labor? 
Answer. I should judge it was. 
Question. If he had had, up to the first of January, eighteen hun

dred and eighty, forty-eight pages, could it have taken many days' 
work to have folded those? 

.Answe1·. I should think not. 
Quest,ion. So that really he had not entered into any extent of 

the work of the second part, the Appendix or Abstract of the 
Report of eighteen hundred' and seventy-eight, on the first day 
of Jan nary, eighteen hundred and eighty? 

Answer. He had not. 
Qiwstion. So far as the first part of that report of that year goes, 

his letter of June discloses the condition that was in, so that by both 
the condition of the whole work is 'shown? 

Answer. I think so, to any one that can understand work of this 
kind. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. About how many pages would this whole Abstract 

make? 
Answer. It has usually made about half the completed volume. 

The Abstract for eighteen hundred and seventy-eight would have 
been very much less than usual. 

Question. I show you paper "Exhibit 31, G.D. B., Clerk of Com
mittee." Do you know S. L. Goodale's hand writing? 

Answer. I do. 
Question. Look at the two papers, ''Exhibit 31, G. D. B., Clerk 

of Committee," and "Exhibit 32, G. D. B., Clerk of Conimittee," 
and see if you recognize them as letters of Came.ron to Goodale, 
and Goodale's reply? 

Answer. Yes, I think I recognize them both. 
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MARCH 9, 1880, P. M. 

GEORGE G. STACY, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 

QuesUon. Residence? 
Answer. I don't know whether my residence is Portland or Paris. 

A part of my household furniture is in Paris ; my family is in Port
land; I am stopping here temporarily. 

Question. What office did you hold for the year ending with Jan
uary, eighteen hundred and eighty? 

Answe1·. State Librarian. 
Question. When did you enter upon the discharge of the duties of · 

that office? 
Answer. I think about the middle of February, eighteen hundred 

and seventy-nine. My commission was for the term of three years 
unless sooner removed. I served from about the middle of February. 
till the twenty-sixth of January, eighteen hundred and eighty. 

Question. That is, you were '' sooner removed?" 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. State what salary you received as Librarian? 
Answer. Six hundred dollars. For distributing documents, and 

extra services, I thin~ I received two hundred seventy-one, or two
hundred sixty-nine dollars, or somewhere thereabouts. The account 
on file in the Secretary of State's office will show the amount. 

Question. During that time did you take the '' Evening Adver
tiser?" 

Answer. I took it, and_ it came to the Library at the same time, 
evening or morning. It was there before I went there. 

Question. How many copies of the '' Daily Advertiser" did you . 
take? 

Answer. There was a copy came to the Library and one to me on 
my own account. I had taken it for years-I do not know but ten ; I 
think Mr. Richardson has sent it to me ever since it was published. 

Question. Did you take any copy or copies of the '' Boston" or 
"New York Herald?" 

Answer. Not at the Library; I supplied the "Advertiser." Copies. 
of the papers-I think every one, or nearly every one sent to the office 
-are incomplete, imperfect. The numbers stray away. I supplied 
some through Mr. Caldwell, who is generally very careful about pre--

26 
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serving the numbers ; I know when I was there in the Library from 
eighteen hundred and sixty-one to eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, 
every year he supplied more or less of those numbers. 

Question. Did you take any copies of the '' Herald " as State 
Librarian? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. '' New York" or '' Boston Herald?" 
Answer. No. 
Question. Or any '' Herald?" 
Answer. No. 
Question. Did you take any copies of the "Maine Standard?" 
Answer. No, sir. I do not know but the latter part of the year 

it might have been sent there ; I took it myself, and for years. 
Question. Did you take any unbound copies of the "Maine 

Standard?" 
Answer. The copies sent in the last of my being there but not 

before. . 
Question. Did you take any copies of the '' Commercial Bulletin?" 
Answer. Not for the Library. 
Question. Did you for the State in any capacity? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you take any copies of the '' Maine State Press?" 
Answer. No, sir; the "Daily Press" was sent to the Library. 

There were missing numbers and I could not have it bound. 
Question. Examine the two exhibits, the report and the account 

attaehed to "Exhibit 33, G. D. JJ., Clerk of Committee," and state 
whether or not it was a report drawn in your favor, and whether the 
·copy of the account is a proper voucher for it? 

Answer. This is my account; I do not know anything about the 

report. 
Question. Is the account in your hand writing? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. I find by the report that the Standing Committee on 

'State Library state, ''that they have examined said account and find 
the same correctly cast, leaving a balance in the hands of said Stacy 
of $47.46." Isn't that the amount that is mentioned in the account 
as the balance due you? 

Answer. No; it is due the State from me. 
Question. Have you any doubt that those two documents came 

together? 
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Answer. I cannot tell you; I have not the remotest idea as to the 
report. 

Question. Did you ever put in any other account where there was 
a balance due of forty-seven dollars and forty-six cents? 

Answer. I think not; I do not remember that I ever did. 
Question. I find you charge the State, for eighteen hundred and 

seventy-nine, to amount paid for copies of "Daily Advertiser," 
twenty-four dollars. 

Answer. That is correct. That is for five volumes furnished 
bound, in the Library. 

Question. What was that? 
Answer. "Portland Daily Advertiser," to make up the set. The 

same thing was continued for eighteen hundred and seventy-nine. 
This was prior to eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, I think. 

Question. Three copies of the '' Herald?" 
Answer. Yes, the same of the "Bulletin" and of the "Press." 
Question. One bound copy of the " Maine Standard," three 

dollars? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question ... Unbound'' Standard," four copies, eight dollars? 
Answer. Yes ; I think that was to complete a set. 
Question. Two copies of "Commercial Bulletin," eight dollars? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Six copies of "Maine State Press," eighteen dollars? 
Answer. That is correct. 
Question. Do you say in each instance you paid out that amount? 
Answer. Yes. They are placed in the Library. The book-binder 

will testify they were delivered to the Library, and are there to-day, 
unless they have been taken out since I left. 

Question. I understood you to say that those were separate copies? 
Answer. Separate copies of prior dates. 
Q'uestion. Bound up? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Not copies that were taken? 
Answer. No; but they were bound up. 
Question. We have a telegram, in answer to inqumes, from Mr. 

Pullen. "Portland Me., Feb. 19, 1880. To Hon. Andrew Hawes. 
~tacy had no papers and paid for none during last year nor for 
many years past. Stanley Pullen." 

Answer. That is correct, the prior numbers. The papers were 
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all prior dates, and they were paid for; I had no dealings with Pul
len for the year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine. 

Question. Was there a bill rendered and paid and receipted from 
the "Press" office, of those papers? 

Answer. N9, I think not. 
Question. With whom did you make the contract for the pur

chase? 
Answer. I have taken the "Press," I think, ever since it was 

established, and those papers were sent to me and I put them in the 
Library ; had them bound up at the expense of the State, and had 
them put into the Library and charged to the State. 

Question. They were old papers you had on hand? 
Answer. They were papers of prior date to eighteen hundred and 

seventy-nine that I had, that I owned, that were paid for prior to 
eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, but the copies were not bound 
till last year. 

Question. I have here a letter from "Boston Herald." "Boston, 
Feb'y 21st, 1880. Andrew Hawes, Esq. Dear Sir. Yours of the 
18th is at hand. We have been unable to find any payment from, G. 
G. Stacy or any papers sent during last year. Hoping this will 
prove satisfactory, we remain, yours, R. M. Pulsifer & Co." 

Answer. That is correct. There is no paper charged last year to 
the Library. They were of prior elate. 

Question. Do I understand you that those copies of papers were 
papers that you had come to you personally, before that? 

Answer. Yes, that is the correct version and the truth about it. 
Question. Did you own them? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Were they all of the same year? 
Answer. Different years; different papers were of different years. 

There were several kinds-" Herald," "Press," "Advertiser," 
'' Standard," and I do not know whether any more or not ; but the 
account is correct. 

Question. Then they are not papers that you had taken and paid 
for while you were Librarian? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Old papers which you owned personally and put into 

the Library? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Is the same true of the " Commercial Bulletin?" 
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Answe1·. Yes, sir. 

Question. I have here an answer to a letter sent the '' Commercial 
Bulletin": "Boston, Feb. 21, 1880. Mr. Andrew Hawes, .Augusta, 
.1.lfe. Dear Sir: Yours of 19th at hand. In reply would say that one 
G. G. Stacy was a subscriber to the Bulletin from April 5, 1873, to 
Nov. 21, 1876, for which was paid us $14.50: Yours truly, Curtis 
Guild & Co." Was that the" Bulletin" you put into the Library? 

Answer. It is a portion of it; I do not know how much I put in. 
This account specifies, and the volumes are there to show for them
selves. This account was made up according to the fact. 

Question. Is that true of the '" Daily Advertiser"? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. '' Daily Portland Advertiser"? 
Answer. Yes. The "Boston Advertiser" was made up by Mr. 

Caldwell, I think. 

Question. When was it you had taken these papers? 

.Answer. I don't remember the dates. 
Question. You had kept files of them? 

Answer. Yes, carefully; I do nearly all the papers ~ take, and if 
I lack one I generally supply it and have it perfect. 

Que~tion. Did you charge for these papers the same amount that 

you would for new papers ? 
Answer. Yes, the same amount I paid, I think. 

Question. I find in an account rendered by yourself that I show 
you, marked "Exhibit 34~ G. D. B., Clerk of Cornmittee," an item 
under the year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, '' Amount paid 
E. S. Tobie, $292." 

Answer. I can answer that without looking, and the vouchers were 
filed, and I have another in the hands of the Council at the present 
time ; that was paid for postage stamps of different denominations, 
which were put on to documents sent to different States and towns, 
and individuals, instead of. sending by express, as usual. We 
weighed them and found we could send them for nearly half as 
much as by express. Large packages weighing four pounds, we 
couldn't send by mail, and they were sent by express. In all cases 
where we sent them we prepaid them. The most of them are sent 
to the Library in that way from different States. 

Quest?:on. Look at the account shown you, and state whether it is 

in your hand writing? 
.. A.nswer. Yes. 
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Question. Did you get these postage stamps at one time? 
Answer. No; I think I got them at two different times, and two 

vouchers were placed in the hands of the Council at the time the 
account was rendered. 

Question,. I find charged here, '' For distributing docwne'nt.-r and 
exchanges for eighteen hundred and seventy-eight and nine, $269." 

Answer. Yes. Every Librarian that has had a commission since 
the office was created has received two hundred dollars a year for 
the distribution of documents and exchanges, and the year prior my 
predecessor hadn't distributed them. They did not get in, in time, 
or something. I distributed them for nearly two whole years; I 
made an account ; I talked with the Council about it and told them 
how the matter stood, and instead of charging four hundred dollars 
as I should have been entitled to if I had claimed it under the prac
tice, I charged two hundred and sixty-nine dollars, if those are the 
figures; whatever is charged in the account I claimed for services 
in distributing these documents, and it was granted. 

Question. This two hundred and sixty-nine dollars is for personal 
services? 

Answer. Yes. It covered the year eighteen hundred and seventy
nine and the year previous. 

Question. vVhat was the nature of the documents distributed? 
Answer. The Laws, Agricultural Report, Law Reports, Journals, 

Year Book; and those years we had the "Maine Historical, Vol. 2," 
I think, and three large volumes of what we call public reports, 
made by the heads of departments, and Legislative documents. 
All that are published by the State we distribute to the different 
States and institutions, then we distribute to towns. 

Question. For which you charged extra, over and above your sal-
ary or compensation as Librarian? 

Answer. Yes. That has been the practice always. 
Question. What other emoluments o,r perquisites did you receive? 
Answer. I do not know that I received a dollar. My account 

shows I have overpaid about six or seven dollars. The State owes 
me six or seven dollars. The sum appropriated was five hundred 
dollars. My predecessor expended thirty or forty dollars, and a 
warrant was drawn for me for the balance, I do not remember how 
much, but four hundred dollars and something. I do not know 
whether I received any other emoluments or not, but all my accounts 
are in the hands of the Council. ' 
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Question. Was the whole appropriation exhausted? 
Answer. Yes. Before I got any, debts were paid out of it. 
Quest-ion. Besides this item of two hundred and sixty-nine dollars, 

exclusive of that were there regular contract prices with the express 
company for the transportation of matters of the State? 

Answer. I never knew there was; I was there a good many years, 
and they have always charged what they had a mind to. I have 
known them to charge seventeen hundred dollars a year. I think 
last year the expense was less than four hundred dollars, on account 
of the change in the mode of sending. I think eight hundred dol
lars was appropriated, and I received four hundred dollars for differ
ent purposes specified in the bill, and the balance of it- I never 
knew what became of it. 

HERBERT D. GETCHELL, sworn and examined. 

BY 1.\fa. STROUT : 
Question. W.here do you reside? 
Answer. Augusta. 
Question. ·what is your business? 
Answer. I am stopping in Massachusetts, keeping books for the 

Tremont Nail Company; but my folks live here. 
Question. Had you any connection with the transaction of the 

purchase of a carpet of Dr. Lancaster? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Who first mentioned the matter to you? 
Answer. Mrs. Kelloch, of Augusta. 
Question. What is her business? 
Answer. Dress-maker. 
Question. w· as that your first connection with it? 
Answer. Yes ; I carried my mother down to have a dress cut, and 

she mentioned the matter to her. 
Question. What did she say? 
Answer. My mother mentioned she had got to get new carpets, 

and Mrs. Kelloch mentioned there was one at the State House that 
was left over ; they had too much for the Library, she said, and Dr. 
Lancaster gave her the refusal of this carpet, and she had concluded 
to get a cheaper one, and would let my mother have this one, if she 
·wanted it; I drove to the State House, and Dr. Lancaster said I 
·could have it ; I bought it. 

Question. Did you look at it? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Where was it? 
Answer. It was out near the Pension Office. 
Question. In what room? 
Answer. In the hall just at the foot of the stairs, as you come 

from the Senate Chamber. 
Qitestion. Rolled up? 
Answer. Yes. 
QnPstfon. Anything around it? 
.Answet. No. 
Question. N Eiw or old? 
.Answer. It was new carpeting. 
Question. How ms.ny yards did you buy? 
Answer. Thirty~one yards. 
Question. Of whom did you buy that? 
Answer. Dr. Lancaster. 
Question. Dr. Lancaster at that time was Superintendent of Pub

lic Buildings? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you know anything about there being a similar car-

pet anywhere in the building? 
Answer. There is one in the Library like it. 
Question. Have you seen it? 
Answe1·. No. [Witness leaves Committee Room to examine the 

Library carpet, at request of Mr. Strout, and soon returns.] 
Question. Have you examined the carpet in the Library? 
Answer. I have. 
Question. State whether or not it is the same as the carpeting you 

bought? 
Answer. Yes .. 
Question. The same pattern, and same class of goods? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What did you pay per yard for the carpeting? 
.Answer. Seventy-five cents. 
Question. ·what did Dr. Lancaster say to you about this carp6t

ing? 
Answer. He said they bought it for the Library, and had too 

much,-had this left over-and he was going to sell it to somebody, 
and said I could have it. He said there was not enough for anything 
else. 
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Question. I show you bill of two hundred and eighty-five yards of 
Tapestry carpeting, at seventy-two cents a yard, two hundred five 
dollars and twenty cents, bought of Marrett, Bailey and Company, 
and receipted by them. [Mr. Strout passes bill to witness. J State 
whether or not that answers the description of the carpeting which 
you bought of Dr. Lancaster? 

.Answf?r. I cannot say this is the same, but it was Tapestry car
peting; I gave seventy-five cents for it, and I think he told me that 
is what he paid for it. He was to let me have it, I think, at what the 
State paid for it. 

Question. ·what time was it you made the purchase of him? 
Answer. About the first of October; I cannot say certain what 

date. 

BY MR. STRICKLAND : 
Question. This is the price in Portland, with three cents added? 
.Answer. I think that was it. He charged me for the express or 

freight, I think. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Did you take the carpet to your house? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And paid him the money personally? 
Answer. Yes. He measured the carpet right out by the fountain 

in the State House. 
Question. He measured it? 
Answer. No; Mr. Woodman measured it. 
Question. Who was he? 
Answer. A man who worked here; do not know what he did,

but a watchman or something of the kind. [Witness leaves com
mittee-room and subsequently returns. J I find, upon examination, 
that the price I paid for the carpeting was seventy-two cents instead 
of seventy-five. 

MARCH 17, 1880, A. M. 

BRADFORD F. LANCASTER, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Residence? 
Answer. Augusta. 
Question. Business? 
Answer. Dentistry has been my business. 
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Question. You were formerly Superintendent of Public Buildings? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. "\Vere you under Governor Garcelon? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. "\Vhen did you last see Governor Garcelon? 
Answer. I saw him night before last. 
Question. Where? 
Answer. At his room at the Augusta House. 
Question. Did you go there voluntarily or did he send? 
Answer. He sent for me. 
Question. Where were you when he sent for you? 
Answer. At home. 
Question. What message did he send to you? 
Answer. That he wanted to see me ; I went to his room. 
Question. Anybody there present? 
Answer. Mr. Ingalls was present; ~ think he only stopped a 

moment. 
Question. After you went there did you talk about these vouchers? 
Answer. We did. 
Question. Whether or not pen and ink were sent for? 
Answer. They were. 
Question. At whose request? 
Answer. I think I sent for them. 
Question.' At whose suggestion were they sent for? 
.Answer. I do not know as I can remember. We talked matters 

over some time and we finally concluded we needed pen and ink. 
Question. And sent for them? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you send for paper or did you have paper with 

you? 
.Answer. I think we sent for paper ; I know, in fact, that paper 

came with the pen and ink. 
Question. Did you write any voucher or vouchers for Governor 

Garcelon? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. How many? 
.Answer. I copied one that was written with pencil, and wrote one. 
Question. V\T rote one new one ? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. For how much? 
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Answer. I think about three hundred dollars, the new one. 
Question. That was the voucher of three hundred dollars? 
Answer. I think so; I am not certain. 
Question. At what time did you date it? 
An$'Wer. I do not remember the date. 
Question. Was it dated the day it was written? 
Ansice1·. No, sir. 
Question. Ante dated? 

411 

Answer. Yes, sir; it bore the same date that I drew the money. 
Question. What did you do with those vouchers? 
Answer. I gave them to the Governor. 
Questfon. Did· the Governor have any vouchers there present 

beside those ? 
.Answer. My impression is he did; I think he did. 
Question. He had some vouchers you had previously given him? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I am not certain whether he had them with 

him at that time or not. 
Question. Think a moment. 
Answer. I remember he had an account of money he had paid me 

from time to time, in his memorandum ; I looked it over and found 
it to be correct. 

Question. How did you know what new vouchers to give if he did 
not have his vouchers present? 

Answer. I remembered that at one time I drew money and did 
not give him any voucher. 

Question. When did you draw that three hundred dollars? 
Answer. I think that was the last money I drew. 
Question. When was that? 
Answer. I should say perhaps four or five weeks ago. 
Question. Was it after Governor Garcelon's term of office had 

expired? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How many days? 
Answer. My impression now is that it was some little time after. 
Question. Two or three weeks? 
.Answer. I should think as long as that. 
Qiwstion. Where were you? 
Answer. I went to Lewiston. 
Question. For that purpose? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Question. Did you know he had money of the State in his hands? 
.Answer. No. 
Question. How came you to go to Lewiston? 
Answer. I knew that lie had money; I have no means of knowing 

how he came to have this money ; I only knew that he had money, 
-knew he had had money, and supposed he might have some then. 

Question. ·what led you to suppose he might have money? 
Answer. He told me, in December, to make out the bills, the 

number of days each man was on duty, and the amount each man 
should have, and furnish him from time time, and he would give me 
the money to pay them with ; I had no means of knowing how ~1e 
came by this money. It was talked in December of raising m0ney 
by private subscription to defray the extra expenses of a police 
force. 

Question. Who talked that? 
Answer. Fusionists. 
Question. Which one of them? 
Answer. A number. 
Question. Such as whom? 
Answer. I do not know as I rembember now; perhaps I might 

think. 
Question. Upon your oath, state. 
Answer. I guess I can think of some, in time. I think quite a 

number spoke about raising money by subscription. 
Question. :Prominent politicians? 
Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. Here in Augusta? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Any outside of Augusta? 
Answer. My impression is I talked with quite a number; I told 

- them these men would look to me for their pay, and some provision 
should be made to keep them, and I wanted it understood these men 
were to be paid if I had anything to do with it ; and they said they 
should he paid if they had to raise money by private subscription. 

Question. Whom did you talk with about that? 
Answer. I cannot recollect. If I can recollect I will tell you ; I 

have talked with so many different men about so many different 
things I have difficulty in remembering; I do not want to implicate 
anybody who is not guilty, and I do not seem to know of anybody ; 
I know that suggestions were made by quite a number. 
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Question. Mr. Pills bury? 
Answer. I do know that I ever mentioned it to Mr. Pillsbury. 
Question. You say you cannot remember who they were? 
Answer. ·No; if I can think of any, I will tell. There is nothing, 

so far as I am concerned, to conceal in the matter. 
Question. Finally that plan was given up? 
Answer. I should judge so by what I have since learned. 
Questfon. Instead of raising money by private means, it was taken 

in advance from the State Treasury, and held by Governor Gar
celon? 

Answer. I presume so; I have not any doubt of it now. 
Question. You did not know it at the time? 
Answer. No. 
Question. The law allows you two watchmen? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. The statute was passed by the Fusion Legislature of 

eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. Yes. 
Questfon. One of the economic measures? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. When did you first increase the ·force? 
Answer. I think on or about the seventeenth of November,-! 

think about the eighteenth. 
Question. To how many, did you increase it? 
Answer. I think to fifteen. 
Question. You put fifteen men into the State House? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. Where did you get them? 
Answer. The most of them-or a large number-were residents 

of this city ; some of them came from other places. 
Question. Some from Waterville? 
Answer. Possibly some might have been from Waterville. 
Question. Where did they come, in the first instance, to you or 

Captain Black? 
Answer. Some came directly to me, and others came to Captain 

Black and other leading Fusionists, and they sent them up. 
Question. You have seen a roll of enlistment of certain men,

what is known as Captain Black's roll? 
Answer. My impression is I have seen a paper of that kind; I do 

not really know as they enlisted. 



414 ALTERED ELECTION RETURNS. 

Question. It was a roll, and an oath was administered? 
Answer. Yes ; I think I took the oath myself. 
Question. That oath was what? 
Answer. To obey the Laws and Constitution of the State. 
Question. And the orders of Captain Black? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Was there nothing of that kind? 
Answer. I think not ; I did not take such an oath. 
Question. There was such a roll? 
Answer. I think not; I think I signed the Captain Black roll; I 

think it was '' The orders of the Governor" instead of '' the orders 
of Captain Black; " I think we took an oath to obey the Consti1m
tion and the Laws of the State, and to obey the orders of the 
Governor. 

Question. Are you sure it was the orders of the Governor? 
Answer. Yes; that is the oath I took. 
Question. You do not know what the others took? 
Answer. No. 
Question. You had about fifteen men ; did those men increase in 

number? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. To what extent? 
Answer. My impression is at one time we had as many as seventy-

five men on. 
Questfon. They were enlisted from time to time? 
Answer. I do not know that they were enlisted. 
Question. Did you employ them or did Captain Black? 
Answer. Captain Black sent some of them. The men I had on 

duty here I put on under direction of Governor Garcelon and Gen
eral Chamberlain. 

Question. Those that Captain Black sent here-do you know who 
authorized it? 

Answer. I cannot say I know of my own knowledge who author
ized it. 

Question. Do you remember the time when the arms came from 
Bangor here ? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Where were they put? 
Answe1·. They were put in different places ; they were changed 

around from one place to another. 
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Question. Why was that? 
Answer. General Chamberlain, after he came here, ordered them 

put in the back Library. 
Question. Where were they before that? • 
Answer. At one time we had some of them in a Committee 

Room ; my impression is we had some of them under the Adjutant 
General's room. 

Question. What ones did you have in a C.ommittee Room? 
Answer. Some of the Bangor arms, I think, at one time. 
Question. Some of the breech-loading rifles? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. In what Committee Room were they put? 
Answer. I guess number seven, at one time. 
Question. What is that used for ordinarily? 
Answer. Any committee. 
Question. Not a special Committee Room? 
Answer. No. 
Question. They were moved about from place to place, distributed 

over the building? 
Answer. Yes; we had to put them out of the way somewhere, 

and really there was no convenient place for them. When General 
Chamberlain came he ordered them put in the back Library, and a 
guard put over them. 

Question. And those were taken out at night and put. away by 
day ; what is your understanding about that? 

Answer. Some of them were taken out-I guess one or two-or 
a few, nights. 

Question. What do you know about the men drilling with these 
arms? 

Answer. I do not .think I ever saw them drill. The most I saw, 
I saw them march down, and saw the guard posted. 

Question. You have no doubt they did drill, from information you 
received? 

Answer. I do not know of my own knowledge that they did; I 
heard they did, but I remonstrated against any military demonstra
tion, so far as I was concerned. 

Question. With whom did you remonstrate against their drilling? 
Answer. I remember of speaking to Mr. Hall, once, and telling 

him I thought it was not proper to have any military demonstration ; 
and, so far as I was concerned, I should rather they would not. 
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Question. You were Superintendent of the building? 
· .Answer. Yes. 

Question. When you went away at night, in whose charge did 
• you leave these men? 

Answer. Captain Black's, I think, a part of the time, and Major 
Folsom's and Major Channing's. 
, Question. The drilling with these arms was done all by their 
orders? 

Answer. I cannot state, because I do not know that they ever 
drilled. The only military demonstration I saw was the men march
ing down; I saw them posted as they usually post them in the army. 

Question. Why did you remonstrate against drilling? 
.Answer. I remonstrated against any military demonstration at 

all ; did not like to have them have the arms. 
Question. They did have them? 
Answer. Yes, I think they did have them a few nights; in fact I 

know they did. 
Question. Tell us about the guns that were found loaded with 

nails and cut lead? 
.Answer. I did not know that there were any loaded with nails ; I 

knew there were some loaded with cut lead ; I was told there were. 
Question. Where were they put? 
Answer. I think they were put in the room under the Adjutant 

General's• office. 
Question. How many? 
Answer. Very few. 
Question. Fifteen or twenty pieces? 
Answer. I should think not as many ; I do not think we had that 

number in use. 
Question. When were they loaded with cut lead? 
Answer. I should say that was about the time they undertook to 

move the arms through Bangor ; I· think on that very night. 
Question. Those arms were loaded with cut lead? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Were they kept loaded up to the time of the sitting of 

the Legislature? 
Answer. Yes; but they were not in use. 
Question. They were kept loaded? 
Answer. I do not think they were unloaded. 
Question. They were stored there when the Representatives of the 
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people met in this Hall [House of Representatives J to organize the 
present Legislature? 

Answer. Yes, they were put out of the way, under lock and key. 
Question. Where did those arms that were loaded with cut lead 

come from? 
Answer. They were arms that have been here since J came here, 

-in the State House-and I guess since the war. 
Question. Were they arms that were deposited here by soldiers 

who fought in the war? 
Answer. I should judge so. They were Springfield and Enfield 

rifles, I think. 
Question. Do you know by whose orders they were loaded? 
Answer. Yes; they were loaded by my orders, I think. 
Question. · Did you not think it was an extraordinary proceeding 

to take the rifles that were carried by the soldiers, in defense of their 
country, and load them with cut lead, to be used upon the people of 
this State? 

Answer. We did not intend to use them unless an attempt was 
made to capture the State House. 

Question. What did you load them for if you did not intend to use 
them? 

Answer. We loaded them in case an attempt was made. Rumors 
were afloat that they intended to capture the State House. 

Question. Did you help cut the lead? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Who did? 
Answer. I do not know, but some of the men here. 
Question. Some in your employ? 
Answer. Yes ; some of the men put on duty by order of Governor · 

Garcelon. We always have loaded pieces in the State House. 
Question. Do you know of any authority which authorized you, 

not being commander-in-chief or in military authority, to employ 
men to load guns with cut lead and keep them here? 

Answer. I know that the Superintendent of Public Buildings has 
always had men on duty, and I know they have always been armed. 

Question. Do you know of any law which authorized you to do that?~ 

Answer. No. 
Question. Did the Governor authorize you to do it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

27 
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Question. He authorized you to have those guns loaded with cut 
lead? 

Answer. Not with cut lead. 
Question. Did he authorize you to have loaded guns here? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Verbal authority? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Governor Garcelon authorized that? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you have fixed ammunition brought from Boston? 
Answer. Ammunition came with the pieces. 
Question. The boxes came with the pieces? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Were they opened? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And the ammunition was exposed? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Were the pieces loaded that came from Bangor, any of 

them? 
.Answer. I do not know whether those were loaded or not. 
Qtiestion. Do you not know they were? 
.Answer. I eannot say I do; I heard they were. 
Q1wstion. Have you any doubt they were? 
Answer. They might have been, and might not. I do not know 

· they were ; I never saw them loaded; I never saw anybody load 
:.them and never examined to see. I heard that they loaded them. 

, Question. From whom did you hear that? 
. .Answer. I guess I saw it,in the "Kennebee Journal." 
, Question. Did you have to go to the "Kennebee Journal" for 

.wour information as to what was going on in the State House? 
~Answer. I never regarded it as a very reliable souree. 

Qttestz'.on. They were so found when they were taken away? 
Answer. I cannot say ; I do not know of my own knowledge 

,whether they were loaded or not. 
Question. Do you remember when General Chamberlain gave the 

,Qrder sending a part or the whole of these men away? 
Answer. I do. 
Question. Do you remember when General Chamberlain gave the 

. order that only three men at one time should be allowed up in the 
:Library, or where the arms were? 
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Answer. I do not know as I remember. 
Question. Do you say you do not? 
Answer. I do not, at the present time. 
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Question. After men had been ordered away from where those 
arms were, did you not send them back up there? 

Answer. No, sir. All the men I sent into that Library I sent by 
order of General Chamberlain. 

Question. Did you send men in any other place in that vicinity
in the upper part of the building-that were not ordered there by 
General Chamberlain? 

Answer. No; I never sent any except by his orders. 
Question. Is it not true that there were men up in the vicinity of 

those arms, sent there at the time when the session of the Legislature 
commenced, in January last? 

Answer. I did not know there were any men there after the guns 
were sent away. Men were up there on guard over the guns. 

Question. Was there not an organized force of men sent up there 
before the guns were sent away, who were not put on guard over 
the guns,-some ten, fifteen or twenty men? 

Answer. After General Chamberlain came here? 
Question. Yes. 
Answer. Not to my knowledge. 
Question. Have you any doubt there was? 
Answer. I have no means of knowing; I do not remember of 

having been in the Library but twice, then I think I went up with 
General Brown and some one else. 

Question. Were you not so informed? 
Answer. I heard there were men there on duty, six or eight ; I 

never saw them; I saw a few there. 
Question. Do yoti know who they were? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Did you know the character of those men employed in 

the State House? 
Answer. Not of my own knowledge,-only what I had heard. 
Question. You had heard? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. [Mr. Strout passes witness a list of eleven names. J 

Run your eye over the list furnished you. Have you any doubt that 
the men named in that list as having been in State Prison, and 
County Jail, were on duty in this building as ,a police force? 
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Answer. I have no means of knowing whether they were or not; 
I think I have heard, and I think I can say I know, that Johnson,
either this one or his brother,-was in State Prison,-! have not 
any doubt about that,-and was pardoned out. 

Question. Did you permit men to come into this building whose 
character you did not know? 

Answer. These men came recommended. 
Question. By whom recommended? 
Answer. I cannot say. They were recommended by different 

persons. Some of them brought letters of recommendation. 
Question. As Superintendent of Public Buildings, did you permit 

men to come in here where the public property was exposed, of 
whose character and history you knew nothing? 

.Answer. If there were any such men here I could not prevent it, 
any more than I could those who were here who drank seventeen 
bottles of whisky? 

Question. Did you know what the character of the men on guard 
here was? 

Answer. No; it was impossible for me to know them personally; 
I only knew them by what others said of them. 

Question. vVhat others recommended them? 
.Answer. They were recommended by different persons ; Captain 

Black recommended some, Doctor Martin and Colonel Morton some. 
Question. Did Mr. Fogg recommend any? 
.Answer. He recommended one, think his name isn't on this list,

Haskell. 
Question. Did you pay him for services? 
.Answer. Yes, sir; he was paid at two or three different times; he 

was not paid in full the first time ; he was paid for what time he had 
been on duty then, and subsequent to that he was paid for his ser
vices while here.· 

Quest-ion. You forbade the removal of those arms to Bangor? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You forbade General Chamberlain taking them out of 

the building? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Why did you do that? 
.Answer. I thought they were under my charge at that time. 
Question. Were you a military officer of the State? 
.Answer. No, sir. 
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Question. Had you any control of the military force of the State? 
Answer. No ; but I thought I had control of the property. 
Question. You were quite excited? 
.Answer. I guess I was. It was an exciting time. I supposed I 

might be held responsible in case they were lost. 
Question. How long was that after the people assembled to com

mence a Legislature that the arms were removed? 
Answer. My impression is the arms were removed before the 

Legislature met ; I will not say as to that. 
Question. You are wrong. 
Answer. I may be; I do not remember; I remember the time 

they were removed that Major Brown took me into the Library and 
told me what he was going to do. I forbade it. 

Question. Was it not on Saturday after the Legislature met on 
Wednesday? 

Answer. It might have been. 
Question. I mean when the members elect met for the purpose of 

organization? 
.Answer. I guess it was after that; but my impression is it was 

before the present Legislature met. 
Question. I understand you that this receipt that you made for 

Governor Garcelon night before last for three hundred dollars, was 
for money you received from him? 

.Answe1·. Yes, and did not receipt for at the time. 
Question. Was that money that you paid out to any party? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Quest-ion. I want to show you a Pay Roll dated, "Augusta, Jan. 

7, 1880. Received of B. F. Lancaster, Superintendent of Publfr 
Buildings, by the hand of S. D. LeavUt, the sum set against our 
name in full for services as watchmen at State House." [Mr. Strout 
passes roll to witness. J Run your eye over that Roll and state to me 
whether you had any men in your employ whose names do not 
appear on that Roll? 

.Answer. Can you tell me the number of men on this Roll? 
Question. One hundred and nine, I am informed. Run your eye 

over that Roll; and here is also a Roll headed "Received of B. F. 
Lancaster, by the hand of S. D. Leavitt, ninety-two dollars and 
twenty-five cents, in full for amounts due," [Mr. Strout passes Roll 
last referred to, to witness,] and state whether you had any men 
whose names do not appear on one of these Rolls? 
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Answer. It would be impossible for me to do that, because I 
should have to keep them all in my head. My impression is there 
is quite a number of names not on this Roll. 

Question. Can you state? 
Answer. No ; I know but very few of these men. 
Question. How many men did you have in your employ in all? 
Answer. I should think perhaps from a hundred to a hundred and 

fifty; not at one time, but at different times. 
Question. Take them altogether? 
Answe1·. Yes .. 
Question. Can you testify you had any other men except those 

whose names appear to be paid in full on that receipted Roll which 
you have just examined? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Who? 
Answer. I think there are quite a number whose names are not 

on there, but I do not really remember. They are most all strangers 
to me. 

Queition. Do your one hundred and fifty include those on there ? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you have twenty-five men whose names do not 

appear on that Roll, as paid in full? 
.Answer. I should think so. They were on duty after that. 
Question. How many were on duty after that? 
Answer. I guess we had twenty-five one night after the seventh. 
Question. Before the seventh were there twenty-five men, or 

twenty, or ten, whose names do not appear on that Roll? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. How many? 
Answer. I do not know as I could state. 
Qu.estion. State as near as you feel yourself justified in stating 

under oath? 
Answer. Quite a large number whose names were not on there, 

that were not paid at the time that was made out. Some men came 
to me afterwards and told me they did not suppose they were going 
to get paid, but they found the rest were paid and so they put their 
bills in. 

Question. Who has those bills? 
.Answer. Governor Garcelon has them. 
Question. How many in all came to you after that Roll was made 

up? 
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Answer. I cannot state ; I did not keep any record of it. 
Question. Were there over twenty-five? 
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.Answer. No ; I think perhaps not, and some of those did not get 
pay at the time for what time they were on, and they claimed more 
and they were paid more. 

Question. Who paid them? 
.Answer. I paid some of them. 
Question. There appear to be one hundred and nine men on this 

Roll, and sixteen on the Supplemental Roll. Do not the names that 
appear on this second Roll comprise all those whose names did not 
appear on the first? 

Answer. Yes ; but those men were not paid for their full term of 
service, any of them, at one time ; perhaps a few might have been, 
but the most of them were paid at different times. 

Question. After that how many men were there who were employed 
and paid by you, not the City Police, who came in when General 
Chamberlain took charge, but of those irregular men who were re
tained and paid by you after January seventh, after Governor Gar
celon's term of office expired? 

Answer. I think General Chamberlain at one time directed me to 
reduce my force to ten. After that he told me to put on twenty-five 
one night ; that was when the police force was discharged. The 
police force was discharged, all of them, I think, at one time, one 
night after the seventh. 

Qitestion. How many nights did you continue to employ men, dis
tinct from the police force of the city, after the seventh? 

Answer. I do not remember; I continued to employ them till Gen-
eral Chamberlain directed me to discharge them. 

Question. How long after that? 
Answer. I should think the tenth or eleventh of January. 
Question. How many men did you employ after that time that 

were paid by you? 
Answer. We had twenty-five on one night, but they were put on 

by order of General Chamberlain. He directed me to put on twenty 
or twenty-five, I think. We put on twenty-five. 

Question. Outside of that particular night, did you ordinarily have 
over ten on duty? 

Answer. No; I should think not. One or two nights I guess we· 
did ; I guess the eighth and ninth we had more than that. 

Question. Would it average over ten? 
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Answer. I should say it would. They were on day and night. 
We had more on at night than day. 

Question. Would it average over fifteen? 
Answer. We had so many different men and changed our number 

so often it is impossible to remember. 
Question. Give your best recollection? 
Answe1·. I should say we had more than that on an average after 

January seventh. 
Question. Up to the tenth? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. How many? 
Answer. Perhaps we had fifteen or eighteen ; should think it would 

average that. 
Question. Those fifteen or eighteen men you had there for three 

days, from the seventh to the tenth? 
Answer. Yes; I think it was on or about the tenth that Gen-

eral Chamberlain directed me to discharge them all, and I did so. 
Question. You did not employ any men after that? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. And were not responsible for any? 
Answer. No ; excepting the regular watchmen. 
Question. What did you pay those men? 
Answer. 1V e paid them different prices. 
Question. Upon an average how much did it cost? 
Answer. Do you mean day and night? 
Question. Yes. 
Answer. The lowest we paid them was two dollars. Some of 

them had as high as five dollars. 
Question. What would be the average you paid those men, day 

.and night? 
Answer. The most of them had two dollars. 
Question. Would it average over three dollars? 
Answer. No, I should not think it would. 
Qitestion. Eighteen at three dollars would make fifty-four dollars, 

and for three clays it would be one hundred and sixty-two dollars. 
Did you pay out over two hundred dollars for men employed after 
the seventh? 

Answer. Yes. sir. There were men who had served previous to 
the seventh, and had not received their pay, and received it after. 

Question. Have you any idea how many that was? 
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Answer. I should think perhaps fifteen or twenty, perhaps not so 
many. 

Question. How many days did you pay? 
Answer. Two to ten days. 
Question. They would average how many days? 
Answer. From five to six, I should think. 
Question. You paid them upon an average of about three dollars 

each? 
Answer. I should hardly think we paid them as much as that. 
Question. Two dollars fifty? 
Answer. Perhaps so. 
Question. That would amount to about two hundred and fifty dol

lars. What did you do with all the rest of the money that Gov
ernor Garcelon says he paid into your hands? It appears that this 
Roll was paid, the men were paid up to January seventh, by Mr. 
Leavitt through you. What did you do with the nearly two thou
sand dollars which Governor Garcelon says he paid you? 

Answer. I paid every dollar of it to the men whose names I gave 
Governor Garcelon, and he has a list of them now, I presume ; I 
gave it to him, and gave him the number of days they were on 
duty. 

Question. Were they doubly paid? 
Answer. I do not know anything about that list. [Witness points 

to Roll already shown him. J 
Question. You say you do not know anything about this list which 

says upon the face "Received of B. F. Lancaster, Superintendent 
of Public Buildiugs, by the hand of S. D. Leavitt?" 

.Answer. I do not know to whom he paid that money. 
Qiwstion. Do you not know anything about the payment of it? 
.Answer. I do not know whom he paid it to; I have no doubt he 

paid some of the men, or supposed so. 
Question. This appears to be a receipt in full? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Why did you pay them over again? 
Answer. Some had not been paid. 
Question. You said the whole number did not exceed twenty-five? 
Answer. To the best of my recollection. 
Question. That would account for only about two hundred and 

fifty dollars. What became of the balance? 
Answer. A great many men were paid and we took receipts. 
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They were paid quite large sums, perhaps fifty to seventy-five dol
lars apiece. 

Question. Can you give no better account of that money than 
what you have stated to the Committee? 

.Answer. I gave Governor Garcelon an account of every dollar, 
that is, every man I paid. 

Question. Did you have any talk with Governor Garcelon about 
this matter when you met him at his room night before last? 

Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. Did he say he had the Rolls or a list of the men you 

paid? 
Answer. I do not think I asked him. 
Qiiestion. Did not talk that over? 
.Answer. No. We did not say anything about the Rolls. 
Question. Did you talk over about the men you had paid, or that 

you had paid any money to these men? 
Answer. I think he asked me something about by whose authority 

the men were employed after the seventh of January. 
Question. How long were you with Governor Garcelon? 
Answer. I was up there some little time. 
Question. An hour or two? 
.Answer. I might have been there an hour. 
Question. Did anybody go to Lewiston with you to get this 

money? 
Answer. No. A large number of those men on this list here I paid 

myself. 
Question. But by the receipt it appears they received it from Mr. 

Leavitt? 
.Answer. I know I paid quite a large number, but perhaps he 

might have paid them and not paid them in full. 
Question. Look at the signature opposite the twenty-eight dollars 

and fifty cents; is that your signature? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Who wrote it there? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. It is your name? 
Answer. I see it is; I noticed my name here; I supposed it was 

some one else that bore the same name. 
Question. Did you know of any man on police duty by your name? 
Answer. No. 
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Question. Did you receive that twenty-eight dollars and fifty cents? 
Answer. No, sir; I never received a dollar excepting what I 

received by the hands of Governor Garcelon. 
Question. Then somebody has forged your name to that Roil; is 

that so? 
Answer. I do not know; I notice Captain Black's name is written 

there a number of times. 
Question. Do not those items cover money you have paid to those 

different men? 
.Answer. I presume so; I do not know what it does mean. 
Question. Can you swear there were any other men whom you did 

pay that do not appear on that Roll? 
Answer. Yes; I guess Major Channing's name is not on that Roll. 
Question. I find the name of John Benson as paid up to ,January 

seventh on this Roll, and there also appears a bill, approved by you, 
for eighty-five dollars which Governor Garcelon says he paid on 
your order. Do you know what service John Benson performed 
here after January seventh for which he was entitled to eighty-five 
dollars of the State's money? 

Answer. I supposed that included the whole time he was here. I 
was not aware that he had been paid at all. 

Question. Do you mean to say you paid him in full, twice? 
Answer. I did not pay him but once; I did not pay him at all, 

but I think I approved his bill; but I was not aware he had been 
paid when I approved it. 

BY MR. HALE: 
Question. Governor Garcelon accounts for some two thousand 

dollars in money paid to him, by receipts given by you to him. 
When the Committee adjourned on Monday he was to furnish the 
vouchers for all of that; you saw him after that adjournment? 

.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. In the evening? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And talked the matter over fully with him about these 

moneys that had been paid by him to you? 
Answer. We talked the matter over some. 
Qnestion. Did you then see any receipts he had of yours? 
Answer. I saw one written in lead pencil, and he wanted it 

changed to ink. 
Question. After that he went home and returned with all the 
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receipts which he claimed he had of money paid to you, and pre
sented them before the Committee as his vouchers ; thus throwing 
upon you about two thousand dollars to account for. Do you pre
sent before this Committee any Roll, or any receipts, or any vouch
ers whatever, to account for that money? 

Answer. I put them into Governor Garcelon's hands. 
Question. When did you put them into his hands? 
Answer. As I drew the money. 
Question. During the month of January? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Can you in any way account for the fact that Governor 

Garcelon, going home as he did for all vouchers, should not have 
presented those receipts, when he was giving in your receipts that 
threw the money on to you ? 

Answer. I do not know as I can. 
Question. You understand, that now the money rests, by Governor 

Garcelon's testimony and receipts, in your hands? 
Answer. I do not know; I did not hear his testimony. 
Question. He has so testified, and shown the receipts, and has 

claimed to discharge himself by furnishing your receipts? 
Answer. I furnished him with a list of men employed at the State 

House, the number of days on duty, and the amount each man re
ceived. 

Question. You do not claim to state from memory how much that 
covered? 

Answer. No; I gave him a receipt for all. 
Question. Why should not the Governor, after he had seen you 

before he went home after vouchers, have produced them before the 
Committee? 

Answer·. I supposed he would produce them. 
Question. Nothing of that kind has been produced. Did you keep 

a Roll apart from the Roll of Black? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Separate and distinct from this Roll here? 
Answer. Yes. Some of them were men who were on this Roll,

most of them. 
Qnestion. Most of them were men on this Roll? 
Answer. A good many. If I had known I was to he called before 

the .. Committee, I would have got that Roll from Governor Garcelon, 
but he told me he was responsible for the money that he paid out, 



TESTIMONY OF BRADFORD F. LANCASTER. 429 

and he wanted the Roll,-a list of the men. I simply carried out his 
instructions. 

Question. He was responsible till he turned it on to you by pro
ducing your receipts. I find on here two names,-Woodman and 
Longfellow? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. They received special pay here? 
Answer. Yes, for special services. 
Question. They were in your employ at the same time, receiving 

their regular salary ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And Mr. French's name appears. Was that Mr. French 

a Clerk in the Adjutant General's office? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And drawing pay as Clerk? 
Answer. I presume so. 
Question. At the same time a charge is made for services about 

the State House? 
Answer. I presume he got pay for special services. 
Question. Any idea what those special services were? 
Answer. He stopped in the Governor's Private Room nights; to 

protect the returns, I think. 
Q·uestion. Was there any chance of anybody getting into the Gov-

ernor's Room through the hundred and fifty men you had here? 
Answer. We did not have that number on. 
Question. Fifty ? 
Answer. I guess we did not have on fifty the time I speak of. 

We did have two or three men on as Special Police before the 
eighteenth of November. 

Question. This is staff duty he has charged for, after Major Fol
som came here? 

.Answer. I have no means of knowing about that. 
Question. Did you have anything to do with making up the tabu

lations or compilations of the returns? 
Answer. No; I am not in any way responsible for that. 
Question. Did you have anything to do with either the custody or 

treatment of them from the time they were sent to the Secretary of 
State's office till certificates were issued? 

Answer. I never had one of them in my hand. 
Question. Do you know of anybody outside the Governor and 

Council that had any control of them? 



430 ALTERED ELECTION RETURNS. 

Answer. Only what I heard. 
Question. Did you see here in Augusta, members of the Fusion 

party, very frequently in and out of the Council Chamber, during 
those weeks,-Pillsbury and others? 

Answer. I do not know as I recollect of seeing Pillsbury in there. 
Question. Do you not remember of seeing him frequently in and 

about the Capitol? 
Answer. Yes; I have seen him in here. 
Que1,tion. Has that not been his habit all through, up to the time 

of the meeting of the Legislature? 
Answer. I used to see him come in here once in a while; I cannot 

say how frequently. 
Question. You remember it ·as a habit? 
Answer. Yes; I remember of his coming in here a few times. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Any matter connected with any part of the investiga

tion that you wish to testify about? 
Answer. I do not know as I think of anything. [ After leaving 

the Committee room witness returns. J 
Question. If yon have any further testimony to submit, the Com

mittee will hear it? 

Answer. I want to say to the Committee that a large number of 
men whose names are on this list here have been paid at some time 
by me. When this list was made out these men were not paid for 
their full time, and I furnished Governor Garcelon with a list of the 
names of men who were employed at the State House, and the num
ber of days they were here, and the amount each man received. 
Now, it seems to me that the Committee, if it is desirous of having 
a fair and impartial investigation of this matter, as the Governor has 
in his possession a list of those names, it would be no more than 
fair--

MR. HALE. If you have any testimony we will hear it. 
WITNESS. And see whether I paid them the amount indicated by 

this list; I have not made a final settlement with the State, and there 
is one carpet I sold that I have not received the pay for, and I have 
not drawn my salary, and I have some bills which were paid subse
quent to the vouchers which I handed in ; I have some more vouchers 
I have not put in. 

Question. You have sold one carpet you nave received your pay 
for? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Has there been any minute or record or return ever 

made by you of the money you received for that carpet tha_t belonged 
to the State, that you have sold and taken pay for? 

Ansiver. I have a minute of it. 
Question. Is there any in this State House? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You never have left, with any person, any minute or 

memorandum of it? 
Answer. No; I did not settle with them because there was one 

carpet I had not received pay for. 
Question. You became aware that this Committee had ascertained 

you had sold such a carpet and received pay for it? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. When did you become aware of it? 
.Answer. I saw it in the "Kennebec Journal," I think. 
Q1,wstion. But before you became aware of that you never made 

any return of that money? 
Answer. No; I have not settled with the State. I have not 

drawn my salary. 

MARCH 6, 1880, P. M. 

B. EMERY PRATT, swo1·n and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. What is your business? 
Answer. I practice law. 
Question. Your residence? 
Answer. Farmington, Franklin county. 
Question. Whether or not you were interested in the election on 

the eighth of September, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. Not pecuniarily or personally; I was interested in it as 

far as my feelings were concerned, - very much interested in it 
mentally. 

Question. On which side? 
Answer. On what is popularly called the Fusion side. 
Question. Did you take part in planning for the election in the 

town of Farmington and adjoining towns ? 
Answer. Well, I think it may properly be termed so ; I made 

some speeches in Farmington and towns adjoining. 
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Question. Present at the town meeting? 
Answer. I was present at the town meeting at Farmington, Sep

tember eighth. 
Question. How long before that had you been engaged in the 

political canvass? 
Answer. I cannot tell you how long. 
Question. As near as you can? 
Answer. I did not do anything till after the Democratic and 

Greenback conventions had been held. 
Question. Then you commenced in the canvass? 
Answer. I made a little speech at Farmington the day of the 

Democratic convention, and made a little speech after that at New 
Sharon, one at Industry and one at Weld ; I think that is all. 

Question. After the election was over how did you understand 
that the State had gone, so far as you could gather from the public 
prints? 

Answer. The Fusion papers, Democratic and Greenback. claimed 
the State was Democratic or Fusion, as I understand it-as I recol
lect-and the Republican papers claimed it was Republican. 

Question. I do not refer to the Governor but to the Senate and 
House of Representatives ; how did you understand the State had 
gone after the election was over? 

Answer. I understand that legally it went Fusion. 
Question. From the public prints how did you gather the State had 

gone? 
Answer. There were claims both ways. 
Question. Were there any Fusion papers you are aware of that 

claimed, in the first instance, that a majority of Fusion Senators 
and Representatives had been elected? 

Answer. I am not positive about that. 
Question. Stop and 1.1efresh your recollection? 
Answer. I do not think I could refresh my recollection; do not 

think I can remember how it was. 
Question. State any Fusion paper that, within a week or ten days 

after election, claimed that a Fusion majority had been elected in 
the House and Senate? 

Answer. If I read it in any paper it was the '' Argus ; " that is 
the paper I take and read. The ''Argus" will speak for itself. 

Question. Did you read such a claim as that in the '•Argus?" 
Answer. I cannot remember certainly; I think, however, that was 

it. 
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Questfon. Is it not a fact that for a fortnight after election it was 
understood from all the papers that the State had elected a majority 
of Republican Senators and Representatives ; that, in the first 
instance, the Gubernational vote was in doubt, and afterwards that 
there was no election by the people? 

Answer. I think, on reflection, that it was conceded that, upon 
the face of the returns, a majority of Senators and Representatives 
were Republicans ; I call to memory now that there were frauds 
claimed on the other side ·which, it was claimed, would vitiate,-that 
it was carried by fraud and would be changed ; I think that was the 
claim in the papers. 

Question. ,vhat was the claim in relation to the county of Frank
lin, that it was Republican, so far as Senators and Representatives 
were concerned, or Fusion? 

Answer. It was in doubt for some time. 
Question. But, so far as the public were concerned, it was settled 

that the Republicans had elected them? 
Answer. I cannot speak for the public ; I can only speak for 

myself. 
Question. How was it, so far as your judgment and knowledge 

went, on the face of the returns, by the popular vote? 
Answer. I did not know how it was; I was unable to find how 

the returns stood. 
QuesUon. How long was it before you began to hear there might 

be defects in the returns and question made in regard to their legality? 
An.swer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. State as near as you can? 
Answer. I cannot recollect anything about it. I know there 

were sueh rumors. 
Question. How long before you heard rumors? 
Answer. My impression is it was soon after election. 
Question. Within ten days? 
J.1.nswer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. Before the State Fair occurred at Portland? 
Answer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. Give your best recollection? 
Answer. I have; I do not have any recollection about it; I know

it seems to me soon after election I heard reports. 
Question. Did you not hear such reports, according to your best 

recollection, from ten days to th~ee weeks after election? 

~8 
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Answer. I should presume that I might; it is simply a guess. 
Question. W .. here did you first hear such rumors? 
Answer. I cannot tell you that. 
Question. Did you gather it from the public prints in the first 

instance, or from individuals? 
Answer. I think it was in the public print; I think the "Boston 

Globe" was one of the first papers that claimed there were irregu

larities. 
Question. I speak of defective returns-not any irregularities in 

conducting the election? ' 
Answer. I cannot tell you when ; I do not know as I heard there 

were any defects in returns for months after the election. 
Qiwstion. For months? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you swear you did not hear anything of that kind? 
Answer. I do not swear so, but I swear I have no recollection of 

hearing there was any defect in the returns ; I did not understand 
that anybody knew what was in the returns. 

Question. Not for months after? 
Answer. No; I think not till sometime late in November. 
Question. Have you been in communication and on terms of 

friendship with the prominent men in the Fusion party during the 
past year? 

Answer. I have been friendly, I think, with prominent men in the 
Fusion party. 

Question. You are recognized as one of the leading men in the 
party in your section? 

Answer. I do not think I am; I am a Democrat and always have 
been ; we made a trade with the Fusion party this fall in :Franklin 
county, and that was the first time I ever had the honor of the title 
of Fusionist. 

Question. You have been one of the leading men of the Demo
cratic party in your section heretofore,-an active man? 

Answer. I do not think I have been an active man in politics. 
Yon may term it so. I have done but very little ili politics. 

Question. After the election of September eighth, when did you 
first personally interest yourself in connection with the election, or 
the parties interested, or the returns, or the method in which the 
election was conducted? 

Answer. I was interested from before the election. 
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Question. After it was over? 
Answer. As far as being interested, I was interested all the time. 
Question. When you first commenced to do any acts or take any 

part in relation to what had passed in the election? 
Answer. I cannot recollect; I have seen some affidavits published 

in the papers with my signature ; I see by those dates it was abont 
the middle of November. 

Question. That is what you saw in the paper? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. I ask you upon your oath, when it was you first com

menced to practically and actively take part in matters connected 
with the election which had transpired? 

Answer. I cannot state. 
Question. As near as you can? 
Answer. Without referring to those newspaper reports which I 

presume are correct, I cannot give any definite answer. 
Question. Did you have correspondence with prominent men at 

Augusta? 
Answer. About that matter? 
Question. Yes. 
Answer. I think I wrote to Mr. Pillsbury, asking his opinion on a 

question of law. 
Qiwstion. Did you write to any other person? 
Answer. I do not think I did. 
Question. When was it you wrote to Mr. Pillsbury? 
Answer. I cannot state; I have the answer in my pocket. 
Question. State as near as you can? 
Answer. I cannot; I should say October or November. 
Question. Refresh your recollection from the answer you received 

and state how long before that it was you wrote? 
Answer. I presume it was immediately preceding that time. 

The answer I received from him was dated "November 7, 1879." 
Question. So you think you wrote him on or about the first of 

November? 
Answer. I should say about the fifth of November, I judge by this 

answer and the time it takes for mails to go. 
Question. With what other person had you any correspondence, 

by mail? 
Answer. I had correspondence with Mr. Sawyer. 
Question. What Sawyer? 



436 ALTERED ELECTION RETURNS. 

.Answer. P. A. Sawyer. 
Question. Was he Deputy Secretary of State at the time? 
Answer. I understood he was. 
Question. When did that correspondence commence? 
Answe1·. I shall have to refresh my recollection by my letters. 

[Witness takes letters from his pocket and examines them. J l 
think the first correspondence I had with Mr. Sawyer, by this 
answer, which is dated October second, must have been the very 
last days of September or the first day of October. 

Question. How long did your correspondence continue with him? 
Answer. I do not know. [Looks at letters.] I will commence 

back further; I wrote to Mr. Sawyer, and have an answer from 
him here of thirteenth of September. 

Question. In relation to th€se returns? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was that the first correspondence you had about the 

returns or connected therewith? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You are quite sure of that? 
Answer. Yes, I am. 
Question. How long di<l the correspondence continue? 
Answer. That letter and the other to which I have referred is all 

the correspondence I had with him. 
Question. When was the last letter you received from him or 

wrote to him? 
Answer. I cannot tell you; I wrote Sawyer letters I never received 

an answer to. I took with me all the correspondence I had with 
Sawyer during his term of office. 

Quest-ion. You wrote letters up to how late? 
Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. Best of your recollection? 
Answer. I cannot tell whether this was the last or not? 
Question. Did you write him a letter as late as December second? 
Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. What is your recollection? 
Answer. I do not recollect a thing about it ; I might and might 

not. 
Question. In relation to these returns? 
Answer. I might have written him and might not; cannot recol

lect whether I did or not. 
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Qiwstiun. How long was the last correspondence you had before 
the sitting of the Legislature? 

Answer. I cannot tell you ; I have no idea at all about it. 
Question. Did it relate to these returns? 
Answer. I cannot state what I wrote to Sawyer,-anything further 

than by these letters in· answer. 
Question. To what other persons in Augusta, or who had business 

in Augusta, did you write, in relation to this matter, from the time 
of the election down to the session of the Legislature? 

Answer. I do not recollect as I wrote to anybody else. 
Question. Do you swear you did not? 
Answer. I do not, because I might have written to somebody and 

forgotten ; I have no recollection of it. 
Question. Did you not write to Governor Garcelon? 
Answer. I think I wrote to him. 
Question. Did you not remember that when I asked you the 

question? 
Answer. No; but I now remember I wrote to Governor Garcelon 

and to the Council. 
Question. Did you write to the Governor and Council? 
Answer. I think I did; that is all the letter I have reference to. 
Question. Did you not write Alonzo Garcelon in person? 
Answer. I cannot say whether I did or not; I might. 
Question. Did you not write E. C. Moody while he was here? 
Answer. I think not. 
Question. The gentleman who was before us the other day? 
Answer. I think not; I never saw him or knew him. 
Question. Do you testify you dio. not? 
Answer. I have no recollection of writing him a letter. 
Question. Did you write to Captain Chase, one of the Governor's 

Council? 
Answer. No ; I do not think I ever did. 
Question. Did you write to Mr. Fogg? 
Answer. I do not think I did. 
Question. Or Foster? 
Answer. Or Foster. 
Question. Or Brown? 
Answer. I think I never wrote a letter to Mr. Brown regarding 

this matter; I have no recollection that I ever did. I have had cor
respondence with him and I might have said something of this 
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matter to him; I had business with him, but I have no recollection 
of mentioning this matter to him further than the letter directed to 
the Governor and Council. 

Question. Did you see any party personally, connected with the 
State department or any leader or prominent man in Democratic or 
Fusion party, in relation to the matter of these returns during that 
time? 

Answer. During what time? 
Question. From September eighth to the session of the Legisla-

ture? 
Answer. With anybody connected with the State Government? 
Question. Yes. 
Answer. I think I saw 1\Ir. Sawyer several times during that 

time, as he passed through to Phillips. 
Question. Did you have conversation with him in relation to this 

matter? 
Answer. I think I asked him what his opinion was about the 

results. 
Question. Can you remember when you first saw him about it? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 
Question. Cannot give the date? 

Answer. Not the slightest. 
Question. Where did you see him? 
Answer. I think I have seen him at Farmington, when he has 

been passing through. 
Question. Has he been to your office? 
Answer. I cannot say whether he had been to my office before the 

session of the Legislature since election. He is frequently at my 
office when in town. 

Question. This matter of the returns and counting out was 
exciting? 

Answer. It was exciting to some, I presume. 
Question. Still you say you have no recollection whether Sawyer 

came to your office during this time? 
Answer. I think I saw Sawyer in Farmington, but where I cannot 

tell; my impression is I saw him once at the depot; my impression 
is I saw him several times during that period you speak of, but I 
cannot swear. 

Question. Do you hold in your hands the letters of various parties 
which you brought in answer to the summons of the Committee? 
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Answer. Yes, together with other letters. That piece of paper, 
which I now show, belongs with one of the letters ; it came with it 
to me and will explain the letter, perhaps. 

Question. Examine the letter now handed you, marked "Exhibit 
18, G.D. B., Clerk of Committee," and state whether it is in your 
hand writing, and signed by you? [Witness looks at letter. J 

Answer. Yes ; I wrote that letter. 
Question. To whom is it addressed? 
Answer. "Hon. Alonzo Gcircelon and the Executive Council." 

[At request of Mr. STROUT, witness reads the letter as fol-
lows:] 

"FARMINGTON, Maine, Nov. 15, 1879. 

Hon. Alonzo Garcelon & the Executive Council: 
Enclosed please find affidavits of the Clerks of the '!'owns of Rangeley 

and Jay, showing that their record was not made up in open town meet
ing as rcqnired by law. I have consulted E. F. Pillsbury, and he is of 
the same opinion • that the Clerk must make his record in open town meet
ing, or it is fatal.' I shall forward other testimony as soon as I can get it 
from Rangeley and Dallas Plantation. Please to hold back on the Franklin 
Co. returns until I get in the remainder of our testimony, if possible. 

Your obt. serv't, 
B. EMERY PRATT.'' 

Question. ,vith whom had you been in consultation or conferred. 
in relation to the matter, before writing that letter? 

.Answer. Upon what question? 

Question. Of these returns. 
Answer. I had consulted with Eben F. Pillsbury,-wrote him a 

letter,-ancl that is the answer you have there. 
Question. Have you any copy of the letter you wrote? 
.Answer. No. 
Question. Do you know what its contents were? 
Answer. I know I asked, in the letter, his opinion as to that point 

of law; whether or not it would invalidate the returns if the record 
was not made up in open town meeting. 

Question. Had you consulted or talked with Mr. Sawyer, Deput! 
Secretary of State, in relation to the matter? 

Answer. I cannot say whether I had or not. I do not think I had ; 
I have not any recollection that I did ; I might. 

Question. Had you conferred with any other party in relation to 
it, or talked wtih them? 

.Answer. I think I might have asked some of the lawyers' opin-
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ions at Farmington; think: I might have asked Mr. vVhitcomb; I 
will not say I did, but presume likely. 

Question. Did yon talk with S. Clifford Belcher about it? 
Ansu:er. I cannot remember. 
Question. You have no remembrance about it? 
Answer. I remember that I talked with him about some things, 

but cannot remember what; I presume likely I might have men
tioned it to :Major Belcher, but I do not have any distinct recollection; 
cannot say I did, or but I did. 

Question. Do you testify you had not consulted or talked with 
either of the Governor's Council or the Secretary or Deputy Sec
retary of State in relation to the matter of the returns from Frank
lin county, before writing that letter? 

Answer. I state that I had not seen any member of the Gov
ernor's Council, to my recollection, from the time of the election to 
the time of the session of the Legislature ; but I cannot swear pos
itively but I had; I am very forgetful. 

Question. Had you talked with the Deputy Secretary of State 
about it? 

Answer. I cannot say that; I presume if I had a chance to say 
anything to him about it I said it; but I have no recollection. The 
presumption would be, I talked with him about it if I talked with 
him during that time. 

Question. I call you attention to letter marked '' Exhibit 19, G. 
D. B., Clerk of Committee." and ask if that was written by you? 
[Witness looks at letter. J 

Answer. That is my writing. 
Question. To whom? 
Answer. I presume that was directed to the Governor and Coun

cil ; I cannot swear as to that. 

[Witness, at request of Mr. STROUT, reads letter as follows: J 
"NEW SHARON, Nov. 17, 1879. 

I have been to Dallas Pl., Franklin Co., and arranged for those returns 
to be amended and they will be forwarded soon as rec'd by me. I also 
expect an affidavit from the clerk of Greenvale Pl., same as from Range
ley, also others. Don't declare this couIJty any other than fusion for want 
of testimony, for that you will have. In haste, 

B. EMERY PRATT." 

Questi'.on. Did you do as you said you would in this letter-for
ward the returns when received by you? 
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Answer. That word '' returns " is improperly used there. That 
meant "recorcl" instead of returns. 

Question. Are you not aware that it is now within the knowledge 
of this Committee that blank returns were sent out from the Secre
tary of State's office in numerous instances, and that amended 
returns were made up and returned here to the Secretary of State's 
office? 

Answer. I know nothing of the matter. 
Question. Do you now say to us that, as a lawyer, you did not 

know the difference between a return and a record? 
Answer. No, sir; I do not say that; I do know the difference 

between a return and a record. 
Question. In writing to the Governor and Council, you say that 

when you wrote the words '' amendecl returns" you meant '' amended 
record?" 

Answer. I do ; I mean what I say. 
Question. As a lawyer, can you tell me any law by which a record 

may be amended in order to be returned to the Governor and Coun
cil to amend returns in the hands of the Governor and Council? 

Answer. I do not know as there is any; I understood that that 
could be done. 

Question. From what source? 
Answer. It was talked over by lawyers. 
Question. ·what lawyer ever told you so? 
Answer. I do not know as I could state positive, but I think Mr. 

Whitcomb and I talked it over. 
Question. Do you say that l\1r. Whitcomb ever told you·that a 

record could be amended so it could be forwarded to the Governor 
and Council so as to ~mend the returns by it? 

Answer. I do not state so. 
Question. Is there any law or statute which authorized that? 
Answer. No ; I do not mean to say there is anything in the stat-

ute which is not there. 
Question. You knew it was not there? 
Answer. I do not knqw whether I did or not. 
Question. What did you mean by "Amended returns?" 
Answer. I will state to this Committee what arrangement I made 

with the Clerk of Dallas Plantation. 
Question. From your own letter, written by your own hand, '' I 

have been to Dallas Plantation, Franklin county, and arranged for 
those returns to be amended." 
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Answer. That is the way it reads. 
Question. Was there more than one record in Dallas Plantation? 
.Answer. I do not know; I never saw the record. 
Question. If you wrote that by mistake would you say '' those 

record?" 
Answer. It seems I did. 
Question. You said "those returns." There were returns from 

Dallas plantation, were there not? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. Do you not know that every plantation and every town 

makes returns for the several officers, for Representatives, Senators, 
Governor and County Officers? 

Answer. I know they are required by law to. 
Question. What did you mean by using the words ''those returns?" 
.Answer. I will state what arrangement I made, and what I meant 

when I wrote that letter : I talked with the Clerk of Dallas Planta
tion. How I happened to, Mr. Field, County Attorney of Franklin 
County, told me he had seen a certified copy of the returns of Dal
las Plantation,-! mean the record,-that he had seen a certified 
copy of the record, and that they had given in so many votes for 
Garcelon, and so many for Smith, and so many for Davis, but did 
not put down their given names ; I went to see the Clerk of Dallas, 
but he was not at home, and I did not see his record. I arranged 
with him to come to ,John Haley's at Rangeley, and have Mr. Haley 
show him how to make a record of his meeting-to make a certified 
copy of the record as he had got it in his book - then to make 
another record and have it conform to the facts, and for him to make 
an affidavit of the circumstances and forward it. 

Question. To whom? 
Answer. Forward it to me. 
Question. To whom were you to forward it? 
Answer. I intended to forward it to the Governor and Council. 
Question. By arrangement with whom? 
Answer. By arrangement with nobody. 
Question. How did you know there was any such error that could 

be amended by sending amended returns or, as you now state, 
'' amended record" ? 

Answer. There was a good deal of query in my mind as to what 
evidence could be considered by the Governor and Council, and I 
think there was considerable discussion in the papers about it. 
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QuesUon. Tell this Committee what you meant by writing to the 
Governor and Council as you did in that letter,-not inquiring what 
evidence would be received? 

Answer. I meant precisely what I stated; I had been there. 
Question. You say you had had no conference,-you did not 

make inquiry,-but ·stated to them confidently they would be fur
nished? 

Answer. I stated to them it would be done, in that letter, and it 
was meant for the Governor and Council. 

Question. When you say you did not know they would receive an 
amended return ? 

Answer. I did not know as they would consider any kind of evi
dence. 

Question. Had you ever known before that the Governor and 
Council had received an amended return by which to correct the 
official return, in relation to Governor, Senators and Representatives? 

Answer. I saw by Mr. Pishon's letter that was published. 
Questfon. When did you see that? 
Answer. I do not know when that was. 
Question. Prior to November seventeenth, eighteen hundred and 

seventy-nine, had you ever heard of such a thing? 
Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. Had you ever known such a thing to be done before? 
Answer. I do not know as I had. 
Question. Why should you write to the Governor and Council, the 

same as you would if the matter had been arranged, saying you had 
arranged to have those returns amended? 

Answer. I made just the arrangement I have stated to you, and 
no other. 

Question. Had Eben F. Pillsbury advised you that any such 
return would be received? 

Answer. No, sir; nor any other man. 
Question. You never had heard of it? 
Answer. I never had. 
Q1J,estion. From any person? 
Answer. From any person to my knowledge, at this time; I was 

going simply to put the facts, as they existed, before the Governor 
and Council and let them act as they chose, and then turn the papers 
over to the Legislature. 

Question. You had had no talk with Mr. Sawyer about that mat
ter? 
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Answer. No. 
Question. Or any kindred matter? 
Answer. I do not think 1 had; I do not think there was an,v kin

dred matter to it. 
Question. With whom did you arrange in relation to the amend-

ment of the record? 
Answer. I arranged with Mr. Collins, I think. 
Question. 'Where did he reside? 
Answer. Dallas Plantation; I went to his house to see him but he 

was away, and I did not see his record at all. 
Question. What arrangement did you make to have his record 

amended? 
Anstver. I arranged with him, at John Haley's house in Rangeley 

village, to bring down his book to Mr. Haley, and for Mr. Haley 
and him to make a copy of his record, as he had it in his book ; then, 
to make a proper record as it should be made-as Haley would 
instruct him-he did not know how himself-on paper, mind you, 
and to make an affidavit stating that the copy was a certified copy of 
the book, and then make a return according to the facts and an 
affidavit that such were the facts. 

Question. Before whom was he to make that affidavit? 
Answer. Before John Haley. 
Question. Did he ever make any such affidavit? 
Answer. No; I never got any sort of a thing from him. 
Question. He declined to do it? 
Answer. I do not know; I never heard from or saw him since 

that day. 
Question. Have you seen any blank returns since election? 
Ansicer. No. 

Question. You have seen returns such as are used in making up 
returns for Senators and Representatives? 

Answe1·. Yes ; I have be,en Town Clerk. 
Question. Then you knew perfectly well the difference between a 

return and a record? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that was simply a clerical error. 
Question. You say you made the clerical error of using '' those re-

turns," in the plural, instead of "that record," or "the record?" 
Answer. I do state that positive. 
Question. That was a clerical error? 
Answer. I define it as such; I wrote that when in fact I meant 

just what I have told you. 
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Question. By "those returns" you meant the record of the Clerk? 
Answer. I meant the certified copy of the record together with a 

copy of the facts, with an affidavit that those were the facts. 
Question. State any other town or plantation where you made 

inquiry in relation to the record? 
Answer. I did, in the town of Rangely. 
Question. Who was Town Clerk there? 
Answer. John Haley. 
Question. What did you do there? 
Answer. Had an affidavit stating that the Clerk made up the 

record of the meeting the next day after the meeting adjourned. 
Question. Was there any defect in the record or returns? 
Answer. I never have seen the returns; I recollect the error in 

the record was a clerical error in the spelling of Rodolphus Thomp
son. He spelled it Ro 1 do 1 p h us. 

Question. How did you know that he made up the return the same 
as the record ; did he tell you so? 

Question. He said he supposed he did ; he did not know whether 
he had made that error in the return or not; I never saw the return. 

Question. Did you not have some information in relation to that 
matter? 

Answer. Of the returns ? 
Question. Yes . 
.Answer. Not from any human being, or any other power. I will 

state squarely here now, that the nearest I ever came to seeing one 
of the returns of eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, was a copy I 
saw exhibited by I. Warren Merrill, which he said was a certified 
copy. He exhibited it in an indignation meeting, and I was prob
ably twenty feet from him. He was Clerk of Farmington, and he 
sent and got a certified copy. 

Question. Look at "Exhibit 20, G. D. B., Clerk of Cornrnittee," 
and state whether or not it is signed by John Haley, and whether the 
jurat and the body of the affidavit are written by you? 

Answer. Yes; the body of the affidavit is in my hand writing and 
was written by me, and signed by John Haley, in my presence. 

Question. Did he make oath to that in your presence? 
Answer. He did. 
Question. Does it contain the truth as far as you and he could 

learn it at the time? 
Answer. [Witness reads the paper.] Yes; that contained the 
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facts as he stated ; and he exhibited to me some of the ballots 
thrown for Thompson, properly spelled. 

Question. How was it that he had that matter first called to his 
attention, that it was "Roldolphus" instead of "Rodolph us?" 

Answer. I called his attention to it myself. 
Question. Did you examine his record? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. In his presence? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Que.-;tion. And you called his attention to that error? 
Answer. I called his attention to the fact that it was spelled 

wrong, and he looked at it, and at once stated it was spelled wrong 
and he did not know it before. 

Question. You had been a Town Clerk? 
Answer. I had. 
Question. Was there not a copy of his record before the Governor 

and Council art that time ? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. You had no knowledge that the return itself did not 

have the name correctly spelled? 
Answer. No. 
Question. He had no knowledge? 
Answer. He did not inform me that he had. 
Question. Still he says, on oath, that "in making iny list of per

sons voted for Sept. 8th, 1879, as clerk of the town of Rangeley, I 

made the following error, to wit: 'Roldol:phus P. Thompson,' when 
in truth and in fact the person voted for was Rodolphus P. Tlwmp
son ?" 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You had had no information from any person that a 

copy of a record, or an affidavit, would be received to correct the 
returns? 

Answer. No. 

Qiwstion. Yon had never known such a thing to be done before? 
Answe1·. No, sir. 

Qitestion. Still you told the Governor and Council you had 
arranged for those returns to be amended in Dallas, and added 

"Don't declare the county any other than fusion for want of testimony, 
for that you will have?" 

Answer. That letter is in my hand writing. 
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Question. Did you refer to such affidavits as this when you told 
them they would have testimony which would control the count of 
Franklin county? 

.Answer. I did not say anything about controlling the count. 
Question. You told them "Not to declare the county any otiier than 

fusion, for want of testimony?" 
Answer. I told them what I wrote. 
Question. Is that a part of the testimony you referred to? 
Answer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. You have no knowledge about that? 
Answer. I do not think it is; I think this was taken before that 

letter was written; the elate so shows. 
Question. Had it been forwarded before this letter was written? 
Answer. I think so, but I cannot tell. 
Qnestion. This was dated November eleventh; did you forward it 

immediately? 
.Answer. I think I did very soon; my letter there shows when I 

forwarded it. 
Qnestion. You were in correspondence, at that time, with the 

Deputy Secretary of State? 
Answer. I wrote letters to him, and received what I have handed 

in; they speak for themselves. 
Question. You say to them, "Don't declare the county any other 

than Fusionfor want of testimony, for that you will have." What 
other testimony was it you were to furnish them? 

.Answer. There were expected to be some affidavits that paupers 
voted, and frauds had been committed ; I thought I should get affi
davits of those facts, but I did not; one question I do not think I 
fully answered: you asked me what other towns I got affidavits from 
or examined the records of; I called on the Town Clerk of Jay, and 
got an affidavit from him that his record was not made on the record 

book till the next day after town meeting. The records of the towns 
of Jay and Rangeley were the only town records I read, or have 
read up to this time. 

Question. I pass you paper marked "Exhibit 21, G.D. B., Clerk 
of Committee," and ask you in whose hand writing it is, by whom 
signed, and whether received by you at or about its date? 

Answer. It was received by me ; I do not know who wrote it; I 
have no doubt Eben F. Pillsbury wrote it; it looks like his hand 
writing, and purports to be signed by him. 
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[Witness, at request of _Mr. STROUT~ reads the letter, as follows:] 

"AUGUSTA~ Nov. 7, 1879. 
Bro. PRATT: Yours received. I think if the Clerk does not make his 

record • in open town meeting,' it is fatal. Let me know what town it is, 
so that I can calculate upon results. Have you found any other irregu-
larities? 

ln haste, E. F. PILLSBURY." 

Question. What did you understand by '' so that I can calculate 
upon results" ? 

Answe1·. I never understood anything about it; it is something I 
do not know anything about. 

Question. Did you forward to him information as to what town 
it was? 

Answer. I do not recollect ; I do,not think I did. 
Question. Did you have any communication with him after that 

time? 
Answer. I do not think I did; I have no letter from him; I keep 

all my letters on file, and I have examined all my letters and find 
none but this one, and I have no recollection of any. 

Question. How did you expect he would be able to '· calculate 
upon results" if you did not write him? 

Answer. I did not make any calculation about it. I knew noth
ing about his results and cared nothing ; I supposed he wanted to 
get information and make up his mind in advance what effect it was 
going to have. 

Question. Any doubt about that? 
Answer. No; I do not think I have. 
Question. So that, he was at that time, engaged in calculating 

upon results ? 
Answer. You see the letter ; I told you I knew nothing about it 

further than it shows, and had no further communication with him 
pro or con after that, to my recollection. I simply asked his opin
ion upon that one, lone, abstract point of law, and got it. 

Question. You knew Mr. Pillsbury was living at Augusta. 
Answer. I supposed he was. 
Question. You knew he was prominent as a Democrat? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. You knew that he would probably form as good judg

ment in relation to what would be considered "fatal," or otherwiset 
as any man in the State? 
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.Answer. I considered his opinion upon a point of law as very 
good. 

Question. Diel you consider the opinion of Eben F. Pillsbury 
upon a question of statute law was any better than Mr. "Whitcomb's, 
or your own, even? 

..AnswAr. I thought it was much better than mine. 
Question. That his opinion upon a question of plain statute pro

vision was better than that of the lawyers of Farmington ; did you 
really think so? 

Answer. I do not know what I thought. I wrote him and got his 
opinion, didn't I? 

Question. Yes, and I know why, but I want you to tell me? 
.Answer. I shall not compare Mr. Pillsbury with other lawyers. 

It is not a matter of courtesy to come in here and tell you I think 
you know more than he does. 

Question. Why did you write him upon a plain question of statute 
law unless you supposed he had better facilities for knowing what 
would pass with the Governor and Council than the lawyers at 
Farmington? 

Answer. I considered his opinion much better than mine ; I think 
you have heard in your practice, that "in a multitude of counsel 
there is .'{afety." 

Question. I now show you "Exhibit 22,, G. D. B., Clerk of 
Committee," and ask you whether that is in Mr. Sawyer's hand 
writing? 

Answer. I suppose it to be. I do not know. I received it as. 
his. 

Question. It is signed by him? 
Answer. It purpor~s to be; I am not an expert, but I tbjnk it is 

his. 
Question. He resides in your neighborhood? 
Answer. At Phillips, about eighteen miles from me; ·same county. 

[Witness at request of Mr. Strout, reads the letter as follows ; J 
"AUGUSTA, Oct. 2, 1879. 

Bro. PRATT : Herewith I hand you vote for the several candidates in 
Franklin County at last election, as requested by General Clark. Hope 
they will be of advantage to you and that you may be able to discover 
some fraud or looseness that will work to our advantage. In great haste. 

Yours truly, P.A. SAWYER." 

29 
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Question. Is the paper marked ·'Exhibit 22" the document 
referred to in that letter? 

Answer. It is, but this paper ha~ been changed. 
Question. Who changed it? 
Answer. I did; wherever there is a pencil mark it is my hand 

writing. 
Question. Do you know in whose hand writing the rest of it is? 
Answer. No farther than I should judge it is Sawyer's; I have 

no knowledge. That would be my opinion ; I am not an expert. 
Question. It appears to be copies of the number of votes con

tained in a certain return? 
Answer. Yes,-in the Clerk's return,-not the official return. 
Question. When did you send for that to the Deputy Secretary of 

State? 
Answer. I do not think I sent for that; I think General Clark 

sent for that, and ordered it sent to me. 
Question. Who is General Clark? 
Answer. George W. Clark. 
Question. Where does he reside? 
Answer. New Vineyard, I suppose. 
Q'nestion. In your county? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What are his politics? 
Answer. He is what is called a Fusionist; do not know whether 

he is a Democrat or Greenbacker. 
Question. An active politician in Franklin county? 
Answer. He always has been; as a Democrat he has been very 

: active, and has been to the Legislature, and been a Selectman. 
Question. Had you seen him and talked with him before October 

second? 
Answer. My impression is, I had. 
Question. Where? 
Answer. I can not say, but I should say probably at my office. 
Question. Did you talk about these returns? . 
Answer. I cannot tell you what we talked about. Yes, I recollect, 

and state positively, I had talk with General Clark, and we talked 
over as to the majorities of the different candidates. 

Question. For what? 
Answer. County Officers more particularly. He was a candidate 

for County Commissioner. 



TESTIMONY OF B. EMERY PRATT. 451 

Question. Did General Clark come to Augusta? 
.Answer. I do not know; I have no knowledge of his coming here. 
Question. Did you hear of his coming? 
Answer. I do not think I did; I have no recollection of it. He 

might have come and I not know it. 
Question. You and he talked about it? 
.Answer. We talked about it; I was in doubt how it was ; the 

papers did not agree; General Clark wrote to Mr. Sawyer, or else I 
wrote for him,-I cannot state which,-to have that paper sent to 

me,-we wanted to see how it was going. The vote was close on 
County Commissioner, and he was interested to know. 

Question. So he sent you the whole thing,-all the officers? 
.Answer. Yes, what that shows. 
Question. Does or not that contain the votes for the several candi

dates in your county? 
.Answer. It contains the votes for Senators, Judge of Probate, 

Clerk of Courts, County Commissioner, Register of Probate and 
County Treasurer ; that is all. 

Question. It does not contain the Representatives? 
.Answer. No. 
Qiwstion. Did vou not want that? 
Answer. I cannot say whether we did ; we did not send for it ; I 

do not think we sent for anything only Commissioner, but I am not 
certain. I know it was talked over with General Clark about send
ing to get a certified copy, and I know it was talked at the time that 
I. Warren Merrill had got a certified copy of how they stood. 

Question. Examine the letter marked '' Exhibit 23~ G.D. B., Clerk 
of 001n11iittee," and state whether it was sent to you? 

.Answe1·. It was. 
Question. By whom is it signed? 
.Answe~. Signed by P. A. Sawyer. 
Question. Deputy Secretary of State? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. It is in his hand writing? 
Answer. I should say it was; I am not certain about it; but 

my opinion is, it is; I have no doubt but what it is. 

[Witness, at request of Mr. Strout, reads the letter, as follows:] 

"AUGUSTA, Dec. 27, 1879. 

BRO. PRATT: I am jnst in on my return. I find your favor of the 25th 
unanswered. 'rhe certificate sent John G. Brown is the only authority he 
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receives. The report of the Council approved by the Governor and which 
is kept on file in this department, is the formulation of the title of all 
Co. officers to their positions. By examining the law regarding canvass
ing of returns by Gov. & Council for Co. officers you will see they are to 
be notified by the Sec'y of State. 'rhe Governor notifies and summonses 
members of the Legislature. This is in conformity with all the records 
and is all that is necessary. The governor has never signed them. I find 
matters as quiet as could be expected. 

Yours truly, P.A. SAWYER. 

P. S. The qualification may be made any time after he receives notice 
and on or before ,Tan. lst. Yours is all right." 

Question. What does he refer to by saying "l find matters as 
quiet as coulcl be expected?" 

Answer. I do not know. 
Question. At the time you received that letter, you did not under-

stand that portion of it? 
Answer. I thought I did; I interpreted it to suit myself. 
Question. How did you interpret it? 
Answer. There had been some visiting statesmen, and considera

ble racket, and it was dying out. 
Question. Had you had any talk with him about that matter 

before? 
Answer. I do not recollect; I think I had. I think I saw Sawyer 

prior to that,-after the visiting statesmen came here,-and some 
talk was made about it, and everybody talked it over. 

Question. He says he finds ''matters as quiet as could be expected." 
Where had he been at that time? 

Answer. I do not know. 
Qirnstion. Had he been to Franklin county? 
Answer. I cannot tell. 
Question. Had you seen him? 
Answer. I think not; I am not certain of that. I have no recol-

lection of seeing him and do not think I had. 
Question. Who is John G. Brown, he referred to? 
Answer. John G. Brown. 
Question. Where does he reside? 
Answer. Farmington, now; he resided then in New Sharon. 
Question. Was he a member-elect of any office? 
Answer. He was elected Register of Probate, and as Dedimus 

Justice. I qualified him. He thought the certificate he received 
should be signed by the Governor ; I thought not ; he wanted me to 
write to Mr. Sawyer and I did. 
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Question. " Yours is all right." What is meant by that? 
Answer. He meant the way it was sent in it was right, that I had 

made a proper return, as I understood it. 
Question. Had you anything to do with any amendment of the 

returns from Perkins Plantation?· 
Answer. No, never; I never saw the returns or the records or had 

anything to do with them in any manner whatever. 
Question. Had no conversation with any of the people? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Diel you hear that they were defective in any way? 
.Answer. I do not recollect as I did ; I might have heard some-

thing about them, but have no recollection of it. 
Question. Look at "Exhibit 24, G. D. B., Clerk of Cornmittee," 

and state by whom it was received and in whose hand writing it is? 
.Answer. It was received by me and I supposed it was w1:itten and 

sent by P. A. Sawyer. 

[Witness, at request of Mr. STROUT, reads postal card as fol
lows:] 

"Returns not all in yet. Come in slowly. Am still of the opinion we 
have all our candidates elected. The Republicans are claiming more than 
they have any ground for. 'fhings not nearly so bad for us as reported. 

Yours truly, P. A. SAWYER." 

(juestion. How do you think you happened to make the clerical 
error, having been Town Clerk, in writing to the Governor and 
Council on November seventeenth, eighteen hundred and seventy
nine, of using the words "those returns" when you meant to say 
'' that record?" 

Answer. I do not know how I happened to make that mistake ; I 
know I did make it. That letter was written hastily in Harding's 
office at New Sharon, and I think parties were present talking, and 
I made that mistake precisely as I have explained. 

Question. You continued to make the mistake. You not only 
said '' I have been to Dallas Plantation, Franklin County, and 
arranged for those returns to be amended," but you said "And they 
will be forwarded as soon as received by rne." How did it happen 
that after having been to Dallas Plantation and made this arrange
ment in relation to amending the records, that you carried out the 
idea that the returns were to be amended and that they were to be 

forwarded? 
Answer. I meant just as I have told you. My explanation would 
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he that probably I thought there were to be two different documents 
sent at the same time and I referred to them in the plural. 

Question. Had anybody said anything, when you were up to 
Dallas Plantation, about amending returns? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Returns had not been mentioned? 
Answer. I do not think they had. 
Question. They were not mentioned during the conversation up 

there? 
.Answer. I presume they were. I presume the law of eighteen 

hundred and seventy-seven was referred to; and thought that the 
returns could be amended by the record if the record was right. 

Question. ·where could they be amended? 
Answer. The question was whether they could be amended before 

the Governor and Council. 
Question. You did not say anything about sending amended 

returns to Augusta or having returns come up to be amended? 
Answer. No, there was no conversation with me by any human 

being about amending one of these returns. 
Question. You did not say anything about it in Harding's store, 

where you wrote this letter? 
Answer. Not about amending returns. 
Question. Still, having been up there and that matter never hav

ing been mentioned, you wrote to the Governor and Council, offi
cially, that you had arranged for amending "those rl:turns," and 
that they would be forwarded as soon as received by you? 

Answer. It seems I did ; I wrote that letter, the whole of it. No 
question but that is my writing ; I do not deny any part of it. It is 

just as I wrote it-I have not the slightest doubt. 
Question. 1Vhen did you first see a copy of that letter? 
Ansicer. It was published in the newspapers all over the State, 

simultaneously. It was used at our town meeting. 
Question. You looked at it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Surprise you any? 
Answer. I looked at; I was surprised it said "returns" instead 

of "record." I was anxious to see it; I did not know then as I 
should have the privilege of looking at the original. There was a 
great query whether I made it so or whether it was tinkered. 

Question. Look at it. 
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Answer. I am satisfied it is my writing, and no tinkering about it; 
it is just as I wrote it, every scratch. 

Question. Yon ha Ye been thinking about it since you saw this in 
the public papers? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. There has been a good deal of talk about it? 
Answer. Not but a little, to me. 
Question. When you were summoned before this Committee, you 

knew it was in connection with these letters? 
Answer. I supposed it was in connection with matters I had had 

to do with; yes, I presumed it was; I had no doubt it was; I have 
been styled in the papers as "Agent of the Franklin County Con
S'J_)iracy ," and I supposed that was the matter I was to be examined 
about. 

Question. You were fnlly appraised? 
.Answer. I was fnlly appraised of what there was of it. 
Questi'on. Did you have anything to do with Greenvale Plantation? 
Answer. Not the slightest-hold on-Mr. Haley was to send the 

Dallas, and he saw the Greenvale folks and got an affidavit as I 
recollect ; I am not certain, but my recollection is he got an affi
davit from the Greenvale folks and I forwarded it to the Governor 
and Council ; I never had anything to do with getting it. 

Question. "\Vhat was the trouble ·with the Greenvale return? 
Answer. I do not recollect. I do not know but Mr. Haley told 

me at the time ;-yes-I will take that back ; I was looking after 
that ; Mr. Haley told me at the time he thought they were in the 
same way; but he did not know; he said that had always been the 
custom up in that conntry. 

Qiwstion. ·what are Mr. Haley's politics? 
Answer. I do not know; he has been called a Democrat hereto

fore, always ; has been to the Legislature, elected as such I think. 
Q'uestion. Did you receive any reply to your letter to the Gov

ernor and Council? 
Answer No, sir. 
Question. Did you have any conversation with any person in 

relation to it, with the Governor or any of the Council or Mr. Sawyer? 
Answer. Not with the Governor and Council ; I might have with 

Mr. Sawyer; Mr. Sawyer and I always talk over matters freely; I 
never had a letter from Governor Garcelon of any description in my 
life; I have not seen him since election. 
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Qiwstfon. Have you seen :Mr. Sawyer since that letter appeared 

in print? 
Answer. I think I have. 
Question. Talked with him about it? 
Answer. No ; he has been to our Court. 
Question. Have not had a word of conversation with him about it? 
Ansive1·. I do not think I have. 
Question. Look at" Exhibit 25, G. D. B., Clerk of Cornrnittee," 

and state whether or not it is a certified copy of the record of Green
vale, forwarded by you to the Governor and Council? 

Answer. All I can say is, I read the paper he sent and I presume 
this is the paper; I have no particular recollection about it. 

Question. You have no doubt about it? 
Answer. No; I should not have any particular doubt of it. If 

anybody said it was I should not deny it ; but I cannot swear to this 
paper; I think however this is probably the paper. 

Question. Examine paper "Exhibit 26, G. D. B., Clerk of Com
rnittee," and state whether or not the body of the paper and the 
jurat attached thereto are in your hand writing? 

Answer. That is all my writing excepting those two names, and 
the jurat is my writing. 

Question. Examine the four affidavits handed you, marked 
"Exhibit 26, G. D. B., Clerk of Coniniittee," on the outside, and 
on the inside marked "E:thibit 26-2," "Exhibit 26-3," and 
'' Exhibit 26-4," and state in whose hand writing the body of them 
are and whether the jurats are signed by yourself? 

Answer. "Exhibit 26-2" is in my hand writing, all excepting the 
name '' J. I-I. _]ferritt." 

Question. That is the signature of the party making the affidavit? 
Answer. Yes. '' Exhibit 26-4" is in my hand writing with the 

exception of "John Haley," the name of the person who made the 
affidavit. '' Exhibit 26" is in my hand writing ; there is a paper 
attached there; "Exhibit 26-3," that is not in my hand writing. 

Question. In whose is it? 
Answer. I do not know; it is sworn to before David H. Chandler, 

Justice of the Peace. 
Question. You have no personal knowledge in relation to it? 
Answer. I know nothing about it. 
Question. At whose suggestion did you go about taking these 

affidavits? 
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Answer. I went at my own suggestion. 
Question. You had talk with other people about it? 
Answer. Yes. 

Question. Talked with Mr. Sawyer in relation to it? 
Answer. I cannot recollect. 
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Question. Upon that general question your memory is infirm? 
Answer. I am forgetful about certain things. Certain things I 

can remember and certain things I cannot. I do not have any 
recollection of talking with P. A. Sawyer about the matter. 

MARCH 10, 1880, P. M. 

WILLIAM C. HOLT, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Where do you reside? 
Answer. Bangor. 

Question. Business? 
Answer. Cashier of the Veazie National Bank. 
Question. State whether or not you have made hand writing the 

subject of critical and careful study? 
Answer. I have. 

Question. For how many years have you had experience in exam
ining hand writing? 

Answer. Thirty years. 

Question. State whether you have been called as an expert in 
hand writing, and, if you answer in the affirmative, state how fre
quently? 

Answer. I have been called as an expert; I was called in the 
Herrin and Cary case, in Houlton ; and the Lowell murder, at 
Auburn ; and the Mank trial, at Rockland ; the Gordon murder 
trial, at Belfast; I have been before the United States Commissioner 
in matters of forgery in Bangor; and frequently in the Supreme 
Court in Bangor, in other cases. 

Qitestion. Have you made the subject of hand writing and of the 
formation of different letters, and all matters connected with the art, 
a subject of general examination, in addition to your experience in 
detecting forgeries in your bank? 

Answer. I have. 
Question. I place in your hand the return for Senatorial votes 

from the Plantation of Perkins in Franklin County, marked '' Exhibit 
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35, G. D. B., Clerk .of Committee;" I call your attention especially 
to the words and figures "Twenty Seven, 27," found in the whole 
number of ballots, given in said return ; I also call your attention 
to the Council Blotter for the year eighteen hundred and seventy
nine, and to such portions of the Blotter as appear to have been 
kept and signed by P. A. Sawyer, Deputy Secretary of State; also 
a letter from P.A. Sawyer to B. Emery Pratt, dated "Oct. 2, 1879," 
and marked "ExldbU 22, G. D. B., Clerk of Committee;" also a 
postal card signed by P. A. Sawyer, directed to B. E. Pratt, marked 
"Exhibit 24, G. D. B., Clerk of Committee;" and ask you whether 
or not you have made a careful and thorough examination of the 
hand writing of said Sawyer, as contained in said Council Blotter, 
letter and postal card, and carefully and thoroughly examined the 
words and figures "Twenty Seven, 27" found in the Senatorial 
return from Perkins Plantation? 

Answer. I have,-as careful an examination as I could in the 
short time I have had. 

Question. How much time have you had to examine? 
AnsweJ·. I have only had about four hours and a half at the 

extreme. 
Question. State whether or not you have had sufficient time to 

enable you to make up your mind, beyond any reasonable doubt, in 
relation to the matters inquired of? 

Answe1·. I have. 
Qnestion. I will now ask you to state to the Committee by whom 

the words and figures "Twenty Seven, 27," found in the return now 
shown to you, of Perkins Plantation, and examined by you, were 
written? 

Answer. They were written in the same hand writing, in my opin
ion, that the writing in this Council Blotter of eighteen hundred and 
seventy-nine is written over the name of P. A. Sawyer. 

Question. The Deputy Secretary of State. 
Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. Assuming the writing in the Council Blotter, which you 

have examined, to be the hand writing of P. A. Sawyer, Deputy 
Secretary of State, state whether or not you have any doubt that 
the words and figures '' Twenty Seven, 27" in the return which you 
have before you were written by the same person? 

Answer. I have no doubt of that at all. 
Question. Please state to the Committee the facts which you have 
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found and the reasons you wish to give for the conclusion to which 
you have arrived. 

Answer. In the first place, my mode of examining has been to 
take each letter separately and give my reasons why I think they 
were written by the same, the similarities and dissimilarities. In the 
first place, the commencement of the capital "T" in the word 
"Twenty" is very marked, as also the "F's," made by commencing 
the letter with a heavy stroke of the pen, passing downward to the 
right about one-third of the distance, from the point commenced at, 
to the first downward stroke ; then curving upward before making 
the first downward stroke, following the last or right hand encl of 
the curve dowmvarcl, seldom if ever making a ]oop there, stopping 
at the bottom on the downward stroke at the line sometimes, and 
sometimes turning it to the left ; at other times turning it upward 
and back to.the line with a heavy stroke downward. In the bottom 
of the "T" or "F" the writer varies. In the commencement of the 
letter there is a little variation in his letters. That can be seen in 
this Blotter, on pages marked '' 1 " in pencil, by me, and '' 2, " 
"3," "4," [passing over some written by another,] "5" and "6." 
I have looked through and I find it holds ~ood wherevei' he has 
written. I thought those pages were enough to look at. Out of 
twenty capital "T's" and "F's" only two are made any other way, 
one on page '' 1, " fourth line from the bottom, and one other case 
only in all I haYe examined; but the letter is so strongly marked, it 
would be very easy to point out a capital '' T" or '' F" made by 
him, by any common observer. 

The next in order would be '' w " and '' e " and '' n " in the word 
" Twenty." There is nothing particular in those letters that is 
marked, over a sort of runn.ing hand, excepting the "e" which is 
seldom if ever looped, I believe, in his writing. The "e" is not 
looped here. The "t" is the same, nothing particular, although 
there are many letters precisely like it. I would next pass to the 
"y" in '' Twenty." It is too plainly marked to be mistaken as any 
other writer's letter, making the first part of the "y" like ordinary 
letters, then coming clown with a heavy stroke for what would be 
called the stem and not a loop, turning the point a little to the right 
as he comes downward, stopping with a heavy stroke. This is very 
marked and unmistakable. The next in order is the capital "S" in 
the word '' Seven/' I find he was in the habit of making some por
tion of his capital "S's" a small "s," and several otherwise. I 
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should he pleased to call the attention of the Committee to some 
which I would point out as confirming the idea that the '' 8" in 
'' Se1Jen " was made by the same hand that makes the writing here. 
[Blotter. J There are other "S's" made differently, but he changes 
on those more than on any other letter. The '· S" that I speak of 
is made like a printed "S," commencing at the top, curving to the 
left and to the right and to the left again in an awkward printed 
"S," as can be seen in the word "Seven" on the return shown me. 
These are very strongly marked. I have no doubt whatever that 
the party making the '' S" in the writing over the signature of 
Sawyer in the Blotter, made the "S" in the return. This will be 
found by inspection of the writing in the return as compared with 
the Blotter on the following pages: "1," line '· 12" from top, 
in the word '' Warrants/' also '' 16th" line in the word '' Docu
rnents; the "21st" line in the word "Reports." These "S's" are 
very similar to the one in the return, only not quite as large, because 
these I have given are at the close of a word. On the '' 20th" line, 
page " 1," word "State" is where it commences a v,mrd. On page 
"3," line "20," in the word "Sundry" and in the word "Salary," 
same line, both made in the same way. On line "21st," same 
page, the "s" in " Warrants" is almost a Jae sirrdle of the one in 
'' Se1.Jen" in the return, not quite ; the shading is precisely the same, 
under a glass. Also line " 29 ," same page, '· S" in the word 
"State." Page "4," line "9," word " Warrants." Page "5," lines 
marked '' 1 " and '' 2," the same '' S" is found. The next is the let
ter "e" in "Seven." It is similar to the others by not being looped. 
The " v " in the word " Seven" is also very similar to the "v' s" 
made by th3 writer in the writing over the name of P. A. Sawyer. 
You will notice in the return that the ~v'' is peculiar by commenc
ing with a point at the top, corning straight downward ; I mean by 
straight, a straight line with the ordinary slant of writing, till 
nearly to the bottom, curving to the right, and the next movement 
of the pen, to complete the "v," passing to the right and upward, 
making a sag in the second stroke of the small '' v ;" I think it is 
marked in all his writing, I think it is not a straight line from the 
bottom of the "v" upward. I saw none but what that was very 
marked. I would refer, in confirmation of that, to Sawyer's letter 
which is marked "Exhibit 22," etc., to words "Se·veral," ".Advan
tage" and "Discovery," -a f ac simile of the one in the return. No 
two people, in my opinion, can make those letters. It is character-
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istic-and I believe, so far as I have examined, it holds good in his 
writing. The downward stroke of the "v" and the upward stroke 
are very dissimilar. The last letter in the word is "n." It is really 
no letter at all but is used or understood to be the letter necessary 
to complete the word, which was a habit of the writer when he 
wrote rapidly. It is not always confined to "n" but in "or" or "m." 
He holds the pen I should say at times (I never saw him write,) a 
little from him, when he writes fast, and, in that case he makes a 
movement intending to make an ''m" or ''n," as can be seen in 
Sawyer's letter to Pratt marked "Exhibit 22," etc., as in "or," not 
finishing the last letter or letters, making two or three very slight 
movements of the pen, as seen in the return,-sometimes almost 
straight. The same thing can be seen and holds good in all cases 
where he seems to write in a hurry. On page "13," in word "in," 
the '' n" is like the '' n" in the return. I should say he held his pen 
little quartering, writing fast; the shading indicates that. 

Question. How many instances have you examined in connection 
with the letter "y" in the word "Twenty," to make comparison? 

Answer. The "y" and "g," the stern and loop letter, about sixty. 
In the sixty I think there are two where, inadvertently, there was a 
portion of a line made a little one way and the other but not an in
tention of making a loop letter ; it seemed like a dragging of the pen 
when it was taken from the paper. 

·w1LLIAM C. HOLT, resumed. E,vening. 

Question. State whether, 'e~arnining the general characteristics, 
and the general form of the writing of _the letters, record and altera
tion in the return, you find an unmistakable sameness in all? 

Answer. There is in the formation of the letters. Some of the 
writing is with a pointed pen and more scratchy. 

Question. From this examination have you any doubt that the 
addition to the return which has been shown you of the words and 
figures "Twenty-seven, 27," is the hand writing of P. A. Sawyer, 
Deputy Secretary of State? 

Answer. I have no doubt in my own mind at all, but what it was 
written in the same hand as the writing shown me over the signature 
of P. A. Sawyer, in the Blotter. 

Question. I wish you to examine the return for County Officers 
from the town of Brownfield, Oxford c~unty, marked '' Exhibit U, 
G.D. B., Clerk of Committee," and 'especially the word "Brownfield" 
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and the word ''Oxford" filled into the printed part of the return, at the 
top (b~ing the same matter testified to by Eli B. Bean, one of the 
Selectmen, as having been filled in since the return left the town) and 
state whether or not you have before examined it to-day, carefully? 

A.nsiuer. I have, very carefully. 
Question. ~tate whether or not you are satisfied that the words 

"Browrrfield" and "Oxford," found in that return, are forgeries, or 

simulated words ? 
Answer. I am satisfied that the filing on the back and the body 

of the return are in the same hand writing. I am satisfied that the 
words "Brownfield" and "Oxford," in the return, were not written 
by the same hand as the body of the return and the filing on the 

back. 
Question. Are you not satisfied that the "Brownfield" and 

"Oxford" filled into the printed part of the return are simulated? 
Answer. I am satisfied they are. 
Question. And that there is an attempt to imitate the body of the 

writing? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. State your reasons for your opinion, briefly. 
Answer. I understand this to be filled up by Eli B. Bean. In the 

"Brownfield" there is evidently an attempt to imitate the "B" in 
''Bean/' from the fact that coming clown with the first part of the 
capital '' B" and passing to the left there is a little jog in the lower 
part of the '' B," which shows plainly that the first movement was 
to tnrn too readily upward~ ; afterwards he ca:ne back and went fur
ther to the left, passing the pen up around to complete the , "B," 
making the top part of the '' B" considerably the largest. The loop 
in the center of the "B," where it turns to make the bottom, also 
runs parallel with the line on which it is written, which does not 
exist in any other '' B" in the return. The word ''Oxford" is patched 
or mended, that is, the line connecting the "O" and "f" was made 
with one stroke of the pen, afterwards bringing it across clown on 
the line that passed from the '' O" to ''f," to make the ''x /' then the 
pen is again touched upon the left side of the cross, attempting to 
indicate an "x" in "Oxford" as it is on the filing. On the filing the 
"Ox" is made with one stroke of the pen instead of the "Of." In 
my opinion it is an attempt to imitate. It is written more upright 
than the rest of the writing or the same words on the filing. 

Question. Are you or not satisfied it is a forgery? 
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Answer. I am. 
Question. Do you or not, find the stiff appearance and the slight 

tremor under the glass which is usual in forgeries? 
Answer. Yes. It is more upright than the rest of the writing 

which would naturally follow in imitation. There is a very little 
tremor. It is written by a ready writer. It is an imitation, because 
the pen is taken off. 

BY J\fa. HALE : 
Question. Have you examined the Representative return from 

Goulds borough, marked "Exhibit 17, G.D. B., Clerle of Committee;" 
and especially the name "Oliver P. Bragdon" in the body of the 
return, and if so, state its appearance and what, if any, alteration 
has been made in it? 

Answer. It appears first to have been written "Oliver P. Brag
don" and, with different ink, changed to "B" or partially to a "B." 
There seems to have been an erasure ; whether it was before or 
after that letter was written it is not possible to tell. 

Qiiestion. Where does the erasure apply? 
Answer. On the lower part of last loop of the "B." 
Question. What now appears instead of the entire lower loop 

which would make it a '' B "? 
Answer. About two-thirds of the lower loop of the "B". 
Question. Is it clear, from your examination, that that was made 

at some different time and with different ink from the rest of the 
letter? 

Answer. It is made with different ink, most assuredly, and, in this 
case, the line is quite unsteady, tremulous. 

BY J\IR. STROUT : 
Question. Have you examined the middle initial letter as appears 

in the Senatorial return from the town of Berwick, marked '' Exhibit 
7, G.D. B., Clerk of Conirnittee," "George A. Wakefield?" 

Answer. I have examined the" A." 
Question. State what the letter was originally, and what changes, 

if any, you find have been made in it? 
Answer. I should say that the letter originally was "H," and it has 

been changed to "A," and very poorly changed at that. The ink is of 
a darker quality and coarser, and, under the glass, it shows that the 
stroke on the left hand side of the top of the ''A" is about the same 
size as the top of the '' H", but in the right hand side, where it 
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connects, it is not as wide and large ; bnt it was bungling, and the 
dark ink runs down into the ink in which it was first written, show
ing two colors of ink in the same stroke. 

Question. Was it slowly written as in imitation? 
Answer. I should say it was, as it is very tremulous; it looks 

patched and jagged. 

Question. Have you compared that with the other ''A" which you 
find in the same return? ' 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was it made by the same man who made the other let

ter "A?" 
Answe1·. I should say it was not, not the repairs on it. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Have you examined the return for County Officers from 

the town of Buckfield, marked "Exhibit P, G. D. B., Clerk of 
Committee," and more especially, the word '· Buckfield" at the end 
of the return, below the word "Selectmen" and opposite their signa
tures and that of the Town Clerk, and, if so, state what, if any, 
marked peculiarities appear in the writing? 

Answer. It is entirely dissimilar to any other writing in the return ; 
that is all I could say. 

Question. State what peculiarity there is about the letters? 
Answer. The formation of the '' k" and '' f" is evidently forced. 

I do not know that I ever have seen a letter made in that way by 
anybody, and still I may have. 

Question. What is the peculiarity of the loop? 
Answer. He brings the '' k " down as a downward stroke and 

comes around to the left and makes an '' R" on what would be a 
stem of a " k ;" he makes a capital " R," and the "f" is looped on 
the left side which is very rare indeed. 

FEBRUARY 20, 1880, A. M. 

EDWARD C. MooDY, sworn and examined. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Where do you live? 
Answer. In York, York county. 
Question. Were you a member of the Governor's Council for the 

year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
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Answer. I was. 
Question. Serving throughout the year? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. At what time did your duties cease? 
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Answer. By the Opinion of the Court, the first Wednesday in 
January, eighteen hundred and eighty-the same time as the Gov
ernor's. 

Questfon. Did you, in any way, act or claim to act as a member 
of the Council after that date, yourself? 

Answer. Yes, I think I did. 
Question. For how long? 
Answer. I think up to the time that I was re-elected or supposed 

to be, under Smith's administration. 
Question. After having been elected by what is known as the 

" Smith Legislature," did you act as a Councillor at all for the suc
ceeding year? 

Answer. No ; I did not qualify. 
Question. You declined to qualify? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Of what Committees of the Council for eighteen hun

dred and seventy-nine were you a member? 
Answer. Committee on Election Returns, Pay Roll, Military 

Affairs, State Prison and Reform School; I was chairman of the 
Committees on Election Returns and Pay Roll. 

Question. vVho were your associates on the Committee on Election 
Returns? 

Answer. When the Committee was announced by the Governor 
it was Charles H. Chase and F. M. Fogg,-when first announced by 
the Governor in the beginning of the year. 

Qiwstion. Does it so appear in the State Register? 
Answer. I think it does. 
Questi'.on. Was any change made in the Committee on Election 

Returns, if so, when and what change? 
Answer. I think it was the thirtieth of October; I can tell by 

·referring to the Council Blotter which is here. [Witness examines 
the Blotter. J It was Thursday, October thirtieth ; I identify this 
book as the Council Blotter ; shall I read who were present? 

Question. Yes, read the minutes. 

[Witness reads from Council Blotter, as follows : ] 
30 
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"Thursday, Oct. 30. 8, A. M. Council in session. Present, chairman 
Foster, Monroe, Chase, Parker, Brown. On motion of eouncillor Chase 
Conncillors Foster & Brown were added to the Committee on Elections, 
and said committee was instructed to receive the returns on :file in the 
office of Secretary of State and proceed to open and tabulate the same 
as soon as convenient. .A.djourned to Monday, Nov. 17, at 4 o'clock 
P. M. Attest, P.A. Sawyer, Deputy Secy. of State." 

Question. During the year were you in the habit of attending the 
sessions of the Council? 

Answer. Yes, I was. 
Question. You are familiar with the books, papers and documents 

used in that office? 
Answer. Yes, of the Committees to which I belonged. 
Qilestion. Look at certain tabulations we have here and see if you 

identify them as being those made up by the Governor and Council? 
[Book marked" Exhibit E, G.D. B., Clerk," examined by the wit

ness. J 
Answer. I do not think those are tabulations ; I think they are 

what is called the Docket, prepared for the Legislature,-not the 
tabulations spoken of in the report of the Committee on Elections. 
I consider this is a paper or document that is called a Docket for 
the House of Representatives, made for the Legislature, placed in 
the hands of the Secretary of State; at least I suppose that is it. 
That certainly is not the original tabulation. 

Question. By whom is this made up-by the Council? 
Answer. Yes ; it is made up by the Council. 
Question. Or, by the Committee on Election Returns? 
Answer. I suppose it would properly come under them, but it is 

made up by the Council. 
Question. Does it assume to contain a record of the candidates 

voted for, for the respective Representative Districts, with the num
ber of votes in each case ? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. And the name of the party sent to the Secretary of 

State as having been elected? 
Answer. Yes ; I supposed they were for the convenience of the 

Legislature; I do not know what else they were for. 
Question. Does the list of names on the outer margin of the 

pages purport to be a list of the names of the candidates whom the 
Council decided to have been elected? 
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Answer. Yes. 
Question. And as left with the Secretary of State by the Council 

it purports to show the final results of the Council's examination, 
does it not? 

Answer. Yes ; I should suppose so. 
Question. Are you acquainted with the hand writing of the mem

bers of the Council? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Glance your eye over the pages and see if you ree{)g

nize the hand writing of different members of the Council in this 
document? 

Answer. I do not, excepting in but one instance. 
Question. In whose hand writing is the most of this-the body ofit? 
Answer. I think it is Mark Harden's. 
Question. You think the hand writing of the body of the docu

ment is-most of it-Mark Harden's? 
Answer. I tl1ink so. The writing of the Senators is Pishon's. 

They write something alike when they write fine, but I should say 
that was Harden's ; I may be mistaken, but it looks like it. It may 
be Pishon's; they are both good writers. 

Question. In looking at the list of names in the outer margin of 
these pages which made the list of Representatives elect as sent by 
the Council to the Secretary of State, do you see that they are in 
different hand writings? 

Answer. Yes; I see that there have been changes made,-have · 
been erasures. 

Question. That there have been erasures and changes made in the 
list of Representatives? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Look over these pages, one after the other, and tell me· 

in how many cases you find there have been erasures-and names 
substituted? [Witness looks through the book. J 

Answer. I find seven cases where names have been erased and 
others substituted. 

BY MR. STROUT : 

Question. Do you mean by that, that as the Docket was originally 
made up, certain names were written in the margin as persons who· 
appeared to be elected and that afterwards those names were erased 
and other names written in their places? 

Answer. Yes. 
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Question. Please state the names of persons who appear upon the 
Docket to be substituted for others originally there ; and state for 
what persons those names were substituted? 

Answer. In the Lisbon and ·webster District, "Leonard H. Beal" 
was substituted for "William H. Thomas." 

Question. Was the middle letter '' H ?" 
.Answer. That was made for "Wm." and then "I-I.;" I guess 

that was his name ; I had something to do with that case myself. 
Qiiestion. Then in the county of Franklin? 
Answer. I do not know; I cannot tell how that was originally. It 

is well-known, I suppose, that probably it is the name of the sitting 
member of the House? 

Question. Name what? 
Answer. '· John R. Eaton." I suppose there is not much doubt 

but that is what was in there. 
Question. You do not know that that was it? 
Answer. No. 
Qnestion. You cannot tell from inspection what· was under that 

.name? 
.A:aswer. No. 

EDWARD C. MooDY, recalled, Feb. 25, 1880. Evening. 

:BY-MR. STROUT : 
Questfon. Look at paper" Exhibit 3, G.D. B., Clerk of Commit

-tee," and :See if that is in your hand writing, and whether you wrote 
: it? 

_ Answer. Yes, I did. 

; BY MR. INGALLS : 
Qnestion. At the interview he [H. M. Heath] speaks of? 

_ Answer. );"" es. 

EDWARD C. MooDY, recalled, Feb. 26, 1880. Evening. 

BY MR. IIALE : 
Question. I call your attention to paper marked "Exhibit N, G. 

D. B., Clerk,of Committee," which you examined on the evening of 
the twentieth,, arid which purports to be a statement of the reasons 
why certain Senators, Representatives and County Officers, who 
appear to be elected on the face of the returns, were counted out; I 
find it stated there, as one of the reasons for rejection in certain 
cases, that the returns showed that all of the signatures were in one 
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hand writing. Do you remember of any instance of that kind that 
occurred during any examination of the returns made by the Com
mittee of which you were chairman, while you were present? 

Answer. Yes, I think I do; I think the town of Medway, in 
Penobscot county, was one. The return will show, if I am not 
right. 

Question. Do you recollect now, without special reference being 
made to any town or plantation, any other? 

Answer. I think there were several towns, but I do not know as I 
could recall them. 

Question. Was there a rule laid down by the Council, or by the 
Committee of the Council, to reject where the returns appeared to 
be in one hand writing? 

.Answer. Yes, I think it was; I do not know that there was a 
written rule, but that was the understanding. 

Question. Do you remember that that point was made in the 
Lisbon case, at first? 

Answer. Yes, it was. 
Question. By which member of the Council, in that particular 

case? 
Answer. Mr. Fogg, I think; in fact I know he was the one. 
Question. In that ease was the Republican candidate, Mr. Thomas, 

counted out, and the Greenback candidate, Mr. Beal, counted in? 
Answer. Not on the ground of signatures. 
Question. I ask you whether, in that case, the Republican candi

date was counted out? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Was the ground first taken by Mr. Fogg in that case 

that the signatures were not made by the Town Officers, who pur
ported to make them, abandoned by him, on the Selectmen appearing 
and swearing that they had all signed? 

Answer. It was voted down before they appeared. 
Question. Upon what ground, then, was the objection made? 
.Answer. I am not certain about that; I was at home. 
Question. That was done after? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiwstion. Do you remember what ground Governor Garcelon took 

upon the Lisbon case ? 
Answe1·. I had some talk with him about the signature of Mr. 

Chamberlain, my uncle, and I told him there was no doubt but what 
tlu,tt was his signature ; and I think he agreed with me on that. 
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Question. The report reads as follows : 

"'fhe Supreme Court, Vol. 64, page 588, have held that the municipal 
officers shall sign the returns with their own hands or make their marks, 
otherwise the returns cannot be counted. We have found several returns 
fatally defective in this particular and have accordingly rejected them. 
By this rule laid down by the Court the New Sharon and Hersey returns 
has b<'en by us rejected. This rejection affects the election of two Rep
resentatives." 

I call your attention to that language in the report of the Com
mittee on Election Returns, and ask you if you had any hand or 
part in making that decision as stated here? 

Answer. I did not draw up that report, nor sign it. 
Qttestion. Have you any recollection of the case of New Sharon 

and Hersey? 
Answer. Is New Sharon in Franklin county? 
Question. Yes. 
Answer. I think it was that town that there were some affidavits 

came in from the Selectmen, to the effect that they did not sign the 
returns ; that is my impression about it ; but told the Clerk to do it ; 
I may be mistaken about that, but that is my idea. 

Question. They did not sign, but authorized the Clerk to sign? 
Answer. That is my impression, it was that town. 

Qttestion. And after the affidavits came in, in which they stated 
they authorized the Clerk to sign for them, the town was thrown out? . 

.Answer. Yes, I think it was; no, that was Stoneham. 
Question. Have you any recollection, on reflection, of the New 

Sharon case? 
Answer. No, sir; I have not anything that I should feel sure of; 

I do not know but I have got New Sharon and Stoneham mixed, 
confused. 

Question. Have you any recollection of the case of Hersey? 
Answer. Is that in Aroostook, in the Burnham District? 
Question. Yes, Cushman and Burnham District. 
Answer. No; I did not know anything about what action was 

taken in the case; Mr. Powers came in before the Committee when 
I was away, and the matter was fixed then. 

Question. Then the action in both cases you had nothing to do 
with? 

Answer. In the New Sharon or the Stoneham, I did, but I cannot 
say which it is. 

Question. They are in different counties. On reflection you will 
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not say you remember there were any affidavits in the New Sharon 
case? 

Answer. I should not want to say that I rememember about it, 
because I do not. 

Question. Do you remember that certain towns were rejected by 
the Council on the ground that the signatures were not those of the 
individuals purporting to sign, simply upon the inspection of the 
returns without affidavits? 

Answer. Yes; the town of Medway I am very sure was. 
Question. ,v as rejected upon the inspection of the returns? 
Answer. Yes; I am very sure. 
Question. Upon what appeared on its face? 
Answer. I am very sure it was that town; if you will look at the 

return I think it will corroborate what I say about that; I think 
that is the town, in Penobscot county. 

Question. 'Will you look at the return for Representative from the 
town of Hersey, and tell me whether in your judgment those signa
tures are signed by one man or different persons? 

Answer. I should think they were signed by different persons. 
The first Selectman did not sign the names of the other two and the 
Clerk. 

Question. Don't they all look to you as if signed by different per
sons? 

Answer. No; I should think that the last Selectman and Clerk 
were signed evidently by one and the same man ; I remember about 
that now. 

BYMR. COOK: 
Question. Isn't the Clerk one of the Selectmen? 
Answer. Yes ; and they took the ground-so they told me when I 

got back-that a Selectman could not be a Clerk. 
Question. You remember that on your returning, after an absence, 

the Committee told you that in reference to the Hersey return they 
took the ground that a Selectman could not be a Clerk, and rejected 
the return on that ground? 

Answer. Yes. There is no doubt about that at all. 
Question. Do you remember which one of the Committee on Elec

tion returns told you that? 
Answer. Mr. Munroe; and told me Dr. Parker rather disputed it 

because he said in Aroostook very often the Clerk and Selectman 
were one and the same. 
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Question. But you were told it was thrown out on that ground? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You are confident of that? 
Answer. Yes, because the Burnham matter had been offset by the 

"Alfred," by Mr. Powers' statement. 
Question. That reason differs entirely from the reason given in 

the report just read to you ? 
Answer. It seems to me so, but that was the reason as I under

stood it. It is evident by the return that one of the Selectmen and 
the Clerk are the same. 

Question. But the three signatures of the Selectmen are evidently 
in different hand writings? 

Answer. "Tozier" evidently is. The other two are somewhat 
alike, I think, although I should not want to swear that William 
Bates did not sign his name there himself. 

Question. Will you examine the paper which I hand you, which is 
the Senatorial return from East Machias, Washington County Dis
trict, taken from the files, and tell me whether, upon that return, 
one of the Selectmen's signing and the Clerk appear to be by the 
same person? 

Answer. One is "John C. Talbot" and the other is "J. C. Tal
bot." 

Question. Is the hand writing evidently and plainly and unmis
takably the same? 

Answer. With the exception of the " C." 
Question. Look at the band writing and see whether the two sig

natures are evidently the same hand writing? 
Answer. I should say they were. 
Question. Do you know that the return was not rejected, from 

East Machias ? 
.Answer. I think the Representative was? 
Question. This is Senatorial? 
Answer. I supposed it was not; I do not know; I cannot say of 

my own knowledge whether it was or not ; but it is my impression it 
was not. I have not noticed the tabulation. A man generally 
signs his name just the same way on one piece of paper. [Witness 
examines Docket. J I find from examination of the tabulation or 
Docket that the Senatorial vote of East Machias was counted and 
not rejected. 

Question. I ask you to look at the Senatorial return from the town 
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of Cutler, taken from the files of the Governor and Council, and ex
amine it and see if it there appears that one of the Selectmen and 
the Town Clerk were the same person? [Witness examines return. J 

Answer. No doubt about it. 
Question. The name in each case is what? 
Answer. "James T. Matthews." 
Question. Signing as ---? 
Answer. Second Selectman and Town Clerk. 
Question. Look at the Senatorial returns as shown by the tabula

tion, and see whether Cutler was rejected or counted? 
Answer. They were counted. 
Q1wstion. In both cases, East Machias and Cutler, is or not the 

majority largely against the Republicans? 
Answer. Two to one in Cutler, against Republicans, and, in East 

Machias, sixty against Republicans; that is, taking the two highest 
votes on each side. 

Question. I ask you to look at the Senatorial return from Kossuth, 
in ,v ashington county, taken from the files of the Council, and see 
if the signatures of all the Selectmen are not plainly the same there? 

Answer. They look so ; but I don't know ; it strikes me that that 
was the conclusion that we arrived at; but, when Mr. Heath and 
the Governor, and I, looked at it, there was a poor return, I think. 

Question. Look at the tabulation, or Docket, and see if Kossuth 
was counted or rejected? [Witness examines Docket. J 

Answer. It was counted for two,-one of the candidates on each 
side. 

Question. Counted for Talbot, and for Harris? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Examine the Representative return from the Plantation 

of Greenvale, in Franklin county, taken from the files of the Gov
ernor and Council, and see if the body of the return and the signa
tures are not evidently in one hand writing ; and if one of the Select
men and the Clerk are not one and the same person? 

.Answer. I may be wrong, but I should not think there was any 
doubt but they were in the same hand writing. 

Question. Whether it appears that the Clerk and one of the Select
men are the same ? 

Answer. The same name; on examination of the tabulations for 
Representative, I find that the return from Greenvale was rejected 
and not counted; I judge the reason was, because the whole number 
of ballots was _not given. 
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Question. Do you remember that one rule adopted by the Council 
was to reject returns where the whole number of ballots had not 
been written in ? 

Answer. I think it was. It was as far as I was concerned, any 
way ; I voted to reject on that ground ; I took the Bliss and Poland 
case for precedent ; I found after it was all through, that was not 
the reason that Poland was counted out. 

Question. You made that case the precedent, and, after you got 
through, found that was not the reason on which the Bliss and Poland 
case was decided? 

Answer. Yes, according to Mr. Farrington's statement to me. In 
the return in the State House, there was no whole number in it, and 
I understood that was the ground. 

Question. Did you or not, after the Committee on Election Returns 
had been increased to five, follow all the doings of the Committee 
and know everything that was being done, or were many things done 
without your knowledge? 

Answer. I could not know of every thing that was being done by 
all the members, and they did not know, of course, what I did, some 
of the time. 

Question. Did you know of any protest being sent in ; in the case 
of returns from Oxford county, by Mr. Bisbee who represented the 
Republican candidates? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Was any such protest ever called to your attention. 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Or any letter of Mr. Bisbee's accompanying any such 

protest? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Was any action taken, to your knowledge, by the Gov

ernor and Council upon any such protest? 
Answer. No ; I never heard of it. 
Question. Do you remember or know anything about the case of 

the town of Buckfield, and the alteration of the return after it was 
received by the Council? 

Answer. I remember about the return from Buckfield, not having 
the name of the town. 

Question. Or county? 
Answer. I think both were out ; I know 1\fr. Bis bee came there 

and he and I looked the returns over together, and he made a min
ute of it, I think. 
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Question. Do you remember when you looked them over first, and 
with Mr. Bisbee, after they had been received, that the return from 
the town of Buckfield lacked the narnes of the town and county? 

Answer. It did, in the front part of the return. 
Question. In the early part of the return? 
Answer. Yes ; about the "Buckfield" being there by' the Select

men, I never thought of looking there, because I do not believe 
there are ten returns that have got the name of the town opposite 
the names of the Selectmen. 

Question. Do you know anything about those names of the town 
:md county afterwards having been written in by some person or 
persons? 

Answer. No. 
Question. You have no knowledge, yourself, who did it? 
Answer. No. 
Question. But you are certain that when they first came in to the 

Governor and Council, they were not there ? 
Answer. Yes, I am. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. You say they? 
Answer. " Buckfield" and " Oxford" -the two names. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Were the returns from the town of Buckfield counted, 

or rejected? 
Answer. I think they were counted ; I am very sure that they 

were counted. 
Question. Do you remember about the return from the town of 

Brownfield, Oxford county, being defective in the same way when 
tirst received? 

Answer. I do not know that it was Brownfield, but it strikes me 
there was some other town in Oxford county. 

Question. Do you remember that, in looking over, with Mr. Bis
bee, you did find another town defective in the same way as Buck
field,-lacking the names of town and county in the upper part of 
the return? 

Answer. I think so; I wouldn't be positive on that point, but I 
remember perfectly well about Buckfield. 

Question. In the case of the other town, whatever it may have 
been, had you any Knowledge of' the name of town or county being 
written in by any person or persons afterwards? 
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Answer. No, sir. 
Question. If done by any person you do not know by whom ? 
.Answer. I do not. 
Questfon. After the returns were received from the several towns 

and plantations, with whom did they remain till the final count was 
promulgated? 

Answer. I held them till the twenty-first of November; that is, 
I had the key to the safe till that time. 

Question. Where were they kept? 
Answer. Kept in the safe, then. 
Question. Where? 
Answer. In the Secretary of State's office. 
Question. Where was the examination made, from day to day, of 

the returns, by the Committee on Election Returns? 
Answer. In the Council Chamber, and in the Governor's Room. 
Question. From the time when the returns were received, up to 

the twenty-first of November, were Republican candidates, or their 
counsel, or friends, allowed to examine them? 

Answer. I am pretty sure they were not. 
Question. Don't you remember that repeated application was made 

by Republican candidates, or their counsel, for examination of the 
returns, but it was denied? 

Answer. Yes, I do. 
Question. Were you present at the time when a Committee, con

sisting of ex-Governor Dingley, Mr. Lindsey, and Mr. Emery, of 
Ellsworth, requested the privilege of examining the returns? 

Answer. No, I was not. 
Question. Whe_re were you at that time? 
Answer. As I understood it, that request was being made while I 

was in the Council Chamber, and they were in the Governor's Room. 
Question. You were in Augusta at that time? 
.Answer. Yes. That was the seventeenth of November, I think. 
Question. The request was proffered in the Governor's Room? 
Answer. I so understand; I did not hear it. 
Question. To the Governor? 
.Answer. That is what I understand, and I guess that was the 

general understanding. 
Question. It was refused? 
Answer. I so understand it. 
Question. At that time was the question discussed in the Council, 
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or by the Committee on Election Returns, whether the Republican 
candidates, or their counsel, or representatives, should be allowed to 
inspect the returns ? 

Answer. No. At least, I do not know of any discussion about it. 
Question. Did the Governor discuss that question, or confer with 

his Council upon it at any time during that day? 
Answer·. I think that he came out and had some talk about it 

after the people had gone away. 
Question. Don't you remember that Governor Garcelon did at 

first give encouragement to those gentlemen that they should look at 
the returns and that, after consulting with his Council, he declined? 

Answer. No, I don't have that recollection of the matter. 
Question. When did the Council first decide that no inspection 

should be allowed, of the returns ? 
Answer. I cannot tell the date. 
Question. Do you remember whether that decision was made on 

the day tha1. Mr. Bisbee was there and when he requested to see the 
returns from Oxford county? 

Answer. It was made the same day that Wing and Savage were 
there; I remember about the Governor writing the order "As at 
present advised." 

Question. That decision was made that no inspection should be 
allowed of the returns? 

Answer. Yes ; that they couldn't be amended, or to that effect, 
and it was useless to see them, or something like that ; I do not 
know just how it read. 

Question. Did the Council adopt the rule that no amendments 
should be allowed of the returns ? 

Answer. I do not know that they adopted it-made it a matter of 
record. 

Question. Did they act upon that rule? 
Answer. I think they did. 
Question. All the way through? 
Answe1·. I think that was the understanding. 
Question. What was the reason for the decision that no inspection 

of the returns should be allowed,-because they couldn't be allowed 
to be amended and it would do no good to look at them? 

Answer. I think that was the substance of the order that the 
Governor wrote. It is on the blotter of the Council, I suppose. 

Question. Have you ever known, previous to this last year, of 
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candidates or their counsel or friends being denied the opportunity 
to examine and inspect the returns? 

.Answe1·. No, sir. 
Question. Heretofore it has always been customary to allow it? 
.Answer. So I have understood. 
Question. You never heard it contradicted? 
.Answer. No. 
Question. During the examination of the returns in the months of 

November and December were they or not carried many times from 
the Secretary's Room into the Council Room and returned at night? 

.Answer. They were up to the twenty-first of November. 
Question. You know that they were up to the twenty-first of 

November? 
Answer. Yes ; I know that, that is, when I was here. 
Question. After that your custody over them ceased? 
.Answer. That is, as far as locking them up was concerned. 
Question. After that were they not carried by other parties to the 

Council Room to be examined? 
.Answer. Yes; we would send Mark down, after that, or Sawyer, 

or somebody, to bring them up ; and part of them were kept in the 
Governor's Room, in the closet there, or cupboard. There was a 

Yale lock on that, and they were about as safe there. 
Qitestion. At every meeting of the Council during those months, 

was there or not some examination of, and inspection of, and working 
upon, and tabulating of these returns? 

.Answer. There was some other business. There were several 
pardon matters that came up. 

Question. At every meeting wasn't there more or less of working 
upon, and tabulating, and fixing these returns? 

Answer. I do not seem to remember about that. I guess most of 
the time they worked upon them, excepting when there was othe:F 
business. 

Question. Was the final result reached and determined upon till 
near the close of the year? 

Answer. The certificates had got to be issued any way-the twenty 
days-of course it had to be done before that. 

Question. Was the final result reached and determined till the day 
when the report appears to be signed, on the thirteenth of Decem
ber? 

Answer. No ; I do not think it was. 
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Question. Were there not changes made in the tabulations, and in 
the report of the Committee clear up to the day of the adoption of 
the report? 

Answer. Mistakes were corrected. 
Question. Were there not changes made? 
Answer. I do not think there was but one change made after

wards. 
Question. Were there not changes made clear up to the time of 

the signing of the report? 
Answer. Yes, that is when they went over the tabulations and 

returns to see they were finally correct. You can call it verifying, 
to see whether it was carried out correctly from the returns, where 
there had been errors made either in my not seeing or making 
mistakes. 

Question. Wasn't there one change, at least, made in the report 
after it was signed, and accepted? and, if so, which case was that? 

Answer. That was the Lisbon case. 
Question. The Republican candidate, Mr. Thomas, was stricken 

out and the Greenback candidate, Mr. Beal, written in his place? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. In the body of the report? 
Answer. Yes, but that I suppose they had a right to do. 
Qnestion. Do you remember the circumstances in the case of the 

Gouldsborough Representative-Oliver P. Bragdon? 
Answer. Yes ; I remember about that. 
Question. Whose name was first written in the report of the Com-

mittee as being the duly and legally elected Representative? 
Answer. Oliver P. Bragdon. 
Question. The Republican candidate? 
Answer. I have since learned it was, but did not know then. 
Question. Was that ·afterwards changed, and the Greenback can-

didate's name written in the place of Mr. Bragdon? 
Answer. Mr. Flye was given a seat, and his name put in the 

report. 
Question. Mr. Bragdon's name scratched out and Mr. Flye's name 

written in? 
Answer. Yes. 
Quest-ion. Do you remember the reason for it? 
Answer. I think in the Gouldsborough matter that I must have 

made a mistake in getting the name '' Oliver P. Bragdon" when it 
was "Oliver B." 
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Question. What do you mean by that? 
Answer. That is it should have been put down "Oliver B." when 

I wrote it Oliver P ." But we went over and verified it-that is, com
pared the returns with the tabulations-it was found that the return 
was "B." vVhen it was first written down it was "P." There was 
some talk about the letter "B," and I carried it to the Governor, 
and I says: "Governor, I must have made a mistake in this mat
ter ; what do you call that, a B or P? He says, '' can't you tell a 
B from a P ?" That is all there was said about it. 

Question. You kid, in first examining it, called it a '' P?'' 
Answer. I did not examine it the first time closely. 
Question. You must have made some examination? 
Answer. Yes, of course; I supposed it was a "P." 
Question. "\Vere not the returns from the other towns in the dis

trict for '' Oliver P. Bragdon ?" 
Answer. Yes, I think so. 
Qiiestion. In looking over the Gouldsborough return, you called 

that "Oliver P." and tabulated all the votes as for "Oliver P. 
Bragdon?" 

Answer. Yes, but I will not be sure I looked critically. 
Question. In your first examination of the returns, all the other 

towns were "Oliver P.," and you called Gouldsborough "Oliver P. ?" 
.Answer. Yes; but I couldn't swear but it was "Oliver B. ," to-day. 
Qitestion. How long after that before your attention was again 

called to the Bragdon case, and the return from Goulds borough? 
Answer. I am sure I don't know; I can't· say how long a time it 

was between the verifying and when it was made up originally. 
Question. How long from the time you first wrote it before your 

attention was again called to it when you showed it to the Governor? 
Answer. I do not know. It might have been two days, and might 

have been a week. 
Question. During that time Oliver P. Bragdon appeared on the 

list of Representatives elected? 
Answer. Yes, that is on the original tabulation. If you had that 

paper I lost you would find it so, I think. 
Question. Examine the final tabulation or Docket made up for the 

Secretary of State, from which he was to make up his list, and state 
whether it appears plainly there that "Oliver P. Bragdon" was 
written in? 

Answer. It does not appear plainly. I can see the " 0" and 
"P" and "B." 
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Question. Then doesn't it appear plainly that "Oliver P. Brag-
don" was first written there? 

Answer. Yes; I suppose there is not much doubt about it. 
Question. What name does now appear written over it? 
Answer. '' James Fl ye." 
Question. The tabulation or Docket which you are examining is 

not the original? 
Answer. No. 
Question. But the final docket made up for the Secretary of State · 

to make his list from? 
Answer. I am very sure it is. 
Question. So that, as late as that was written up, Oliver P. Brag- . 

don's name. was first written in? 
Answer. Yes, it must have been. 
Question. Look, also, in the same tabulation, at the figures, and. 

see if it does not appear that the vote of Gouldsborough was first 
tabulated and counted for Oliver P. Bragdon, and that there has 
been a change in his total vote ? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. And does it not appear at last that the vote of Goulds

borough is carried out to " Oliver B. Bragdon?" 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Does it not appear that, in the column of '· Oliver F .. 

Bragdon," for Goulds borough, there has been an erasure? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. Doesn't it appear that the footings for "Oliver P. Brag

don," and ''James Flye," have been changed? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Where were you when Governor Garcelon submitted 

the first Questions to the Justices of the Supreme Court? 
Answer. I think I was in Boston the day that he did it; at least, 

I was not in Augusta. 
Question. Had the matter, before that, of submitting the Questions 

which had arisen regarding the count, been discussed in the Council?·. 
Answer. I never heard any thing said about it, at all. 

BY MR. HA WES : 
Question. Do you recollect an application, from myself to the 

Governor and Council, to ask the Opinion of the Supreme Court as 
to the Constitutionality of the law of eighteen hundred and seventy-
seven, about the eleventh or twelfth of December? 

31 
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Answer. I remember something about it, but I do not know just 
what. I never saw any paper, I think. Did you make it in writing? 

MR. HA WES, I did. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Don't you remember that, before the submission of the 

Questions by the Governor, there had been a great interest, and 
even excitement, throughout the State, with reference to the action 
of the Governor and Council, as to the returns? 

Answer. I do. 
Question. Don't you remember that it was the general topic of 

discussion throughout the State? 
.Answer. I suppose it was. 
Question. Don't you remember that petitions had corµe in from 

many quarters, urging the Governor to submit the disputed Ques
tions as to the count, to the Justices of the Supreme Court? 

A.nswP,1·. I know there were a few. 
Question. Didn't you see more or less of those petitions when you 

were at Augusta? 
Answer. I believe I never saw but two. 
Question. ·where were they from ? 
.Answer. I think one from Augusta. 
Question. Headed by whom? 
Answer. It strikes me it was some Ex-Governor, but I will not be 

sure. 
Question. Ex-Governor Morrill? 
Answer. I guess it was Anson P. Morrill. 
Question. Don't you know there were many other petitions came 

in to the Governor and Council? 
Answer. I do not think I saw more than two. 
Question. Wouldn't it be natural for you as chairman of Com

mittee on Elections to see them? 
Answer. No ; I do not know as it would. 
Question. Wasn't the matter then discussed by the Governor and 

~ Council, as to what should be done on those petitions? 
Answer. I didn't hear any discussion. 
Question. Did you, after these petitions came in, never hear the 

subject mentioned? 
Answer. I don't know but! have, but nothing that I can remember. 
Question. Do you mean to say that at the meetings of the Gov

·ernor and Council at that time, that the subject of submitting those 
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Questions, and of the petitions urging it, was not discussed repeat
edly by the Council? 

..Answer. I don't think I ever heard the matter mentioned in open 
Council in my life. 

Question. Do you know whether the Council was in favor of or 
opposed to submitting the Questions? 

..Answer. I know I was opposed myself. 
Question. Upon what ground? 
..Answe1·. I am somewhat of a partisan, and I never had much faith 

in Courts or Judges since eighteen hundred and seventy-six. 
Question. What did the Court or Judges have to do with the 

eighteen seventy-six case? that was not submitted to the Court. 
The upshot of it was, wasn't it, that you thought . you had every
thing and you were not inclined to run any risk? wasn't that your 
feeling, and that of the other members of the Council? 

Answer. I do not know how the other members felt about it; I 
guess some of them backed water on it a little, but I was opposed 
to it from the start. 

Question. Were some of the others in favor of it at first? 
..Answer. No; I don't know of anybody; I was not here when the 

Questions were submitted, but I wrote to the Governor advising him 
not to ; I wrote to him from York. Knowing him as well as I did, 
after Governor Morrill wrote that letter, I thought likely that Gar
celon would do it. 

Question. You were afraid he would? 
Answer. Yes; I was. 
Question. Do you know anything about any cbunsel being em-

ployed about that time? 
Answer. Mr. Gould was employed. 
Question. By whom was Mr. Gould employed? 
Answer. By the Governor, I suppose; at least he was there; I 

do not know whether really employed. 
Question. Mr. Gould was there when, before or after the Questions 

were submitted? 
Answer. He was there before. 
Question. You saw him there before? 
Answer. Yes ; I am very certain I did. 
Question. What was Mr. Gould doing there before? 
Answer. He was in to see the Governor; I wasn't in there. 
Question. You understood he was acting as counsel? 
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Answer. That was my understanding about it. 
Question. Did you understand that Mr. Gould was for or against 

submitting the Questions? 
Answe1·. I couldn't but understand he was in favor of submitting 

them after he came up and fixed them up. 
Question. He did fix them up himself? 
Answer. So I understood ; I do not know it of my personal 

knowledge ; he was generally consulted . 
. Question. By both Governor and Council? 
Answer. Yes; I consulted him. 
Question. With reference to certain cases you consulted him? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you consult Mr. Gould in relation to the Skowhegan 

case,-throwing out Skowhegan on the question of double column 
ballot? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. What was Mr. Gould's advice? 
Answer. Throwing it out. 
Question. Did he afterwards write a letter taking the other ground? 
Answer. I saw a copy of his letter in the "Bangor Commercial," 

I think. 
Question. Did that letter agree with his advice lto you, or was it 

directly opposed? 
Answer. It was directly opposed; I know I spoke about it at the 

time. 
Question. You are confident that Mr. Gould advised you to thro-vy-

that out? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Sure of it? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. On that very ground? 
Answer. Yes ; I am very sure about that. 
Question. Did you consult with him about any other particular 

case you remember about? 
Answer. Yes; I cannot remember the name of the town, but I 

know that Mr. Monroe was sitting there at the time, and we both 
asked him about it ; in fact, Monroe called me up where they were 
sitting. There was some town we were going to act on ; I cannot 
remember the town. 

Question. Do you remember the point involved? 



TESTIMONY OF EDWARD C. MOODY. 485 

Answer. I think it was that town where the Selectmen gave their 
affidavits to the effect that the Clerk signed the returns for them; I 
do not want to be too positive about it. 

Question. Did Mr. Gould advise that they be thrown out? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You do not remember what town it was? 
Answer. No. 
Qt(.estion. How many times did you consult Mr. Gould? 
Answer. I guess in only two or three cases. 
Quest-ion. Do you remember in any case that he advised you not 

to throw out towns ? 
Answer. No ; I don't think he did. 
Question. You think his advice was all in the direction of casting 

out, do you? 
Answer. It was; the Questions I submitted to him. 
Question. How did Mr. Gould get his pay? 
Answer. I don't know; I do not know whether he has got it or 

not; I recollect of saying to the Governor when riding up to Water
ville to see how the ratification meeting turned out, of asking the 
question who was going to pay Mr. Gould; and the Governor said: 
'' Why, we pay him, of course." I did not know whether it had got 
to come out of my pocket, any of it, or not ; I wanted to know 
about it. 

Question. What did you understand by '' We;" that the Council 
paid him? 

Answer. I did not know what to understand then; I did not ask 
any further. He said" We;" I made up my mind I should not pay 
much for the advice he had given me. 

Question. Have you ever been called upon to pay anything to 
him? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Were you on Committees of the Council that had 

charge of auditing any bill? 
Answer. No; I wasn't on the Committee on Warrants, or Appro

priations. 
Question. Do you know anything about the uses made of moneys 

drawn from the different appropriations, in the latter part of the 
year,-the last part of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, 
and the first part of the year eighteen hundred and eighty? 

Answer. No; I know I received twenty-six dollars myself, for 
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mileage one session, when I left home when the Council was in ses
sion, but I was detained, and when I got here they had adjourned, 
so my name was not on the Pay Roll, but I claimed that I ought to 
have my mileage if I did not get any attendance, because I left home 
when the Council was in session, and I always charged from the day 
I did leave home. 

Question. Did you receive your pay for that? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. From what fund did you receive it? 
Answer. l suppose from the Contingent Fund of the Governor and 

Council. 
Question. You don't know anything about the expenditures of that 

Contingent Fund? 
Answer. Only as I have seen it in the' Appropriation Book, and 

have received-I guess I have received three hundred dollars or 
four hundred dollars-during the year from it. 

Question. What amount did you receive during the year, in all? 
Answer. I never figured it up at all. 
Question. About what amount do you think ; everything? 
Answer. I should think I must have received one thousand dollars. 
Question. During the year? 

Answer. I should think so. 
Question. And the other members of the Council as much, or 

more? 
Answer. I should not suppose that Mr. B_rown, or Fogg, would be 

as much, because my mileage is twenty-six dollars each session; and 
that tells up to what it does, where you don't get but five or six dol
lars. I never reckoned up in the Contingent Fund, but I think I 
drew as little as anybody ; I endeavored to make that a point, any 
way. 

Question. What is the amount of the entire Contingent Fund? 

.Answer. I think five thousand dollars. 
Question. Then of course only a portion of the pay of the Coun

cil for services and mileage and attendance could come from that 
Fund? 

Answer. Then there is the Pay Roll of the Council which is four 
thousand dollars. I was chairman of the Committee on Pay Roll of 
the Council. That is four thousand dollars. 

Question. When was that Fund exhausted? 

.Answer. I do not know as it is exhausted. 
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Question. Do you, yourself, have any knowledge of money being 
drawn from different appropriations and misappropriated, in its use, 
to other purposes ? 

Answer. No; I don't of myself; only what I have heard lately. 
Question. You were not on the Committee on Printing? 
Answer. No. The usual course that bills and accounts and every

thing of that sort take is : They come in and the chairman of the 
Council hands them to the Governor and then they are handed to 
the Committee on Accounts ; then the Committee on Accounts report 
that the Governor be advised to draw his warrant ; then the Com
mittee on Warrants make a report to that effect, so that really the 
Committee on Accounts and Committee on ,v arrants have the charge 
of the thing ; and generally, when those Committees both report, it 
passes the Council without objection, unless something out of the 
common course. 

BY MR. HA WES : 
Qiwstfon. Then the basis of a warrant would be a bill? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. In all cases? 
Answer. Yes, every time. 
Question. You wouldn't consider it regular to draw a warrant 

without the basis of a bill or voucher? 
Answer. I should not. 

BY MR. INGALLS : 
Question. Goes first to the Committee on Accounts? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Then referred by that Committee to the Committee on, 

Warrants? 
Answer. Yes ; if they recommend that a warrant be drawn, it 

goes to the Council; and you would hardly think of objecting to 
passing a report of that kind after the Committee on Accounts had 
done so. 

Question. Does that become a matter of record? 
Answer. The reference? 
Question. Yes. 
Answer. It is stamped on the back of the bill "Referred to the 

Committee on Accounts.'' 
Question. It does not go on any record book? 
Answer. Yes ; the record will read '' Bills we1·e presented fiom 

Sprague, Owen & Nash/ Printing, [so much]. Referred to the 
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Committee on .Accounts. Reported favorably by the Committee on 
Warrants that the Governor be advised to draw his warrants." 

Que8tion. Then there is a vote of the Council, in addition, author
izing the drawing of the warrant? 

Answer. Yes, but it is generally an informal vote; I don't know 
that I ever knew the yeas and nays taken on it. 

BY Mr. HA WES : 
Question. Did you ever know of a warrant being drawn without 

any voucher or bill being presented in the first place? 
.Answer. No; I don't know that I did. There might be a hundred 

and I not know .it-not being on the Committee. 
Question. You don't know anything about Cameron, the Book 

Binder, being paid money in advance? 
Answer. No. 

BY MR. COOK: 

Question. ·were you in the session of the Council on December 
thirty-first or thirtieth? 

Answer. I came to Augusta December thirty-first in the afternoon. 
Question. At that meeting do you remember of the Committee on 

Warrants recommending the Governor to draw a warrant for him
self for four thousand dollars ? 

Ans,wer. December thirty-first, I did not get here till eight o'clock, 
I think, in the evening. That was the time I was delayed, and they 
had adjourned. 

BY }IR.· HALE : 
Question. Do you know anything about one thousand dollars that 

Leavitt had and has just returned? 
Answer. I did not know that he had returned anything. 
Question. Do you know anything about the thousand dollars that 

he had? 
.Answer. No. 
Question. Do you know Eben F. Pillsbury? 
.Answer. Yes. 
,Question. Know him well? 
.Answer. Yes; very well acquainted with him. 
Question. Seen a good deal of him in Augusta? 
.Answer. Yes, considerable. 
Question. During the time when this work was going on upon the 

returns by the Council, was he frequently up here at the Capitol? 



TESTIMONY OF EDWARD C. MOODY. 489 

Answer. I do not know that he was more frequently than com-
mon. He was around here a good deal during the year. 

Question. Where is his office,-on the hill or down town? 
.Answer. Down town. 
Question. During all the time you were Councillor was he around 

the Capitol a good deal? 
Answer. Yes, as much as anybody, I should think. 
Question. Do you know of anybody outside the Council that was 

there oftener, or as often, as Pillsbury? 
Answer. You mean anybody not having anything to do with the 

State? 
Question. Yes . 
.Answer. No ; I don't know as I do. 
Question. Wasn't he constantly in, advising the Council? 
.Answer. He didn't me. 
Question. Don't you know of his giving it to other parties,-mem

bers of the Council and the Governor and State Officers? 
Answer. I never heard him give them any advice. 
Qiiestion. Don't you know that he was giving advice? didn't you 

hear him quoted many times in your deliberations? 
Answer. No. People that knew me never quoted his advice to me. 
Question. You don't like him? 
Answer. Yes; I like him as a man. 
Question. But don't like him as a politician? 
Answer. No; I don't. 
Question. You think he about ruined the concern? 
Answer. I don't know as it is necessary for me to ~nswer that 

question. 
Question. If you had had your way, his advice would not have 

been followed? 
Answer. I do not know. He didn't advise me. It wouldn't have 

been followed in one case, if I was correctly informed what his 
advice was. 

Question. About a matter that came up before the Governor and 
Council? 

Answer. That was sort of a political matter. 
Question. What was that? 
Answer. I do not know as it is any use for him [pointing to 

Stenographer J to take it down. 
Question. Let us see. 
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Answer. That was the day you came in,-sixty of you,-and 
wanted to qualify, and went out to get Mr. Lamson; and Mr. Pills
bury says, "Damn them! let them sweat a spell." 

Question. You were in favor of their qualifying? 
.Answer. Yes; I did not take much stock in that kind of sweating. 
Questi:on. Your notions were to let the Republicans qualify? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Pillsbury opposed it? 
.Answer. So I am informed. 
Question. Was Mark Harden constantly present, and making him

self useful ? 
Answer. He was Messenger to the Council. He was always there. 
Question. Did he do considerable writing on these returns and 

tabulations? 
Answer. Yes, he did considerable. He is a good writer. You 

can see that by the reports in his hand writing, I think. 
Question. Have you any knowledge of any corrections of returns 

or of blank returns sent out to the different towns, from the Gov
ernor and Council or Secretary of State? 

Answer. Not of my own knowledge. 
Question. From information you got in the course of this whole 

general count, ~lo you know of any blank returns being sent out in 
order to fix up the vote in any of the towns; if so, state what towns? 

Answer. Is it necessary for a man if he is going to give testimony 
that would criminate himself-has he got to do it? 

MR. HALE. The rule is this, before Legislative Committees: 
that the witness is privileged ; and declarations made before a Com
mittee cannot be used against him in a criminal proceeding ; or he 
may avail himself of the privilege of declining to answer upon the 
ground that the answer would criminate hhnself. 

Answer. That is about as good an answer as anybody would want 
to get ; I do not ~know of a single return being sent to Washington 
county. 

Question. What do you know about it? 
Answer. Not a thing about Washington county. 
Question. About any other county ,-any other part of the State. 

Either tell us all you know about it or state that you decline to make 
a statement of that on the ground that a witness is not obliged to 
state things that will criminate himself? 

Answer. Well, I am not going to lie about it any way. 
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Question. All we want is the truth. 
Answer. I do not know of any, but one instance, that ever 

a return was sent or carried by anybody anywhere,-a blank,-and 
in that case it never'was used and no change was made. 

Question. What was the case, and what were the facts? 
Answer. If you will hand the return to me from the town of Bris

tol. 
Question. Representative? 
..Answer. No; Senatorial, in Lincoln county. [Senatorial return 

from Bristol passed to witness. J There, if you will notice in this 
return of Bristol, '' the whole nw,nber of ballots given is six hundred 
and ten," and the votes were three hundred and seventy, and two 
hundred and twenty-eight, and four. Those do not correspond, you 
see. I took that return in my pocket, and a blank return, and went 
to the town of Wiscasset. I there found that the record of the 
town of Bristol read "..Andrew R. J. Smith." Knowing it would 
make no difference whether that return was amended by the record, 
(if it was amended by the record Smith would be counted "Andrew 
R. J.," and by the record of Lincoln county to-day he is not elected 
Senator,) so I did not do anything about that. 

Question. That return is right? 
..Answer. No. The return is all right, but the record is "Andrew 

R. J. ;" the record of Bristol. 
Question. How did you find that out in Wiscasset? 
..Answer. I had some talk with a gentleman there. 
Question. Who was that? 
..Answer. Benjamin F. Smith, a member of Governor Garcelon's 

Staff. 
Question. He told you what"? 
Answer. That the record of the town showed" Andrew R. J. ;" 

I guess I have got a minute of it in my pocket. 
Question. You didn't see the record? 
..Answer. No ; he got a certified copy of the record. 
Question. Did you bring back a certified copy of the record? 
Answer. No ; I only made this minute. 
Question. You went away with a blank return and with the inten

tion of making a new return, showing the proper number of the total 

of votes? 
..Answer. I did not exactly regard my having that return in my 

possession-I did not think I was doing anything that was very bad, 
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because I was chairman of the Committee, as long as it was in my 
possession and was not sent out by anybody or anything like that
had not gone out of my hands. 

Question. What was your intention in taking the blank return, if 
it was not to make a new return that should have in it the proper 
number of the total vote ; wasn't that your intention when you took 
the blank return ? ' 

Answer. I had not any full intention of what would be done. 
Question. Wasn't it the fact, that, under the practice you had fol

lowed in the count, as the total number of the votes didn't agree 
with the votes as cast, you would have to throw it out? 

Answer. I was going as much as anything, to see if the record 
had that last part on there, that amendment, or whatever it is. 

Question. Hadn't you followed, in your examination, the rule that 
if the whole number of votes did not agree with the number of 
votes as cast, it had to be thrown out? 

Answer. That depended upon whether the number of ballots was 
more than the number of votes. 

Question. In this case it is more? 
Answer. No; it is the other way. 
Question. In this case the declaration is six hundred and ten, and, 

when added up, it is six hundred and two; the number stated is 
larger than the votes add up ? 

Answer. I suppose that is six hundred and two, instead of six 
hundred and ten. It was as much as anything about that preamble, 
put on there afterwards. 

Question. ·what did you take the blank return f~n·, if it was not 
to make out a new return? 

Ans11:er. If the record hadn't that on it, I should have. 
Question. You proposed to change it? 
Answer. Yes ; I don't know as I should have got any of the 

Selectmen to have signed it, because I didn't know them. 
Question. That is what you started out for? 
Answer. No, I don't think I did start out with the intention of 

getting a new return signed by the Selectmen. 
Question. What did you take the blank return with you for, when 

you had the original return ? 
Answer. I don't really know what reason I could give for it now; 

I never thought much about the matter, and haven't thought much 
about it since, inasmuch as there wasn't anything done. 
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Qiiestion. But you didn't know that till you got down there and 
found this out in Wiscasset. What was it you took that blank re
turn with you for when you took this original return from the files 
and carried it into Lincoln county as chairman of the Committee? 

Answer. I was on the way to the State's Prison at the same time. 
Question. But you stopped at Wiscasset to see about that? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. That wasn't State Prison business? 
Answer. No. 
Question. That was business about the return from Lincoln 

county ; and the Senatorial vote was snug there ? 
Answer. Yes, I think it was. There is one matter about that 

tabulation I want to speak about sometime, where I think the Com
mittee have got misled,-in fact, I know they have. 

Question. You brought the return back? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And put it on file? 
Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. And counted it just as the votes appear there? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiwstion. You didn't reject it because the number of votes as 

written in did not agree with the number as added up? 
Answer. They do agree; that is evidently made for a "two.'' 
Question. You, yourself, called attention to the fact there was a 

discrepancy? 
Answer. The most I thought about was that addition. 
Question. You stated, when you first spoke about it, there was 

that discrepancy between the number of votes as stated and the 
number as added up, and you started down and found there was no 
need of correcting it because you found the returns were for 
"Andrew R. J." When you came back you returned the paper to 
the files? 

.Answer. Yes. 
Question. And it was counted, just as the returns are there? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. It was not thrown out because there was a discrepancy 

between the number of votes cast and the number as added up ? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Although Farmington, for the same reason, was thrown 

out? 
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Answer. Yes; I am sure it was. 
Question. Then Farmington, where there was a large Republican 

majority, was thrown out because the whole number of votes as 
stated does not agree with the vote as added ; but Bristol, where 
there was a large Greenback majority, was counted, although there 
is the same feature? 

.Answer. There is a difference between a discrepancy of more 
ballots than votes and where there are more votes than ballots. 
There can be more ballots than votes but cannot be more votes than 
ballots. 

Question. Farmington was the same as that, the number as writ
ten in is larger than they added up? 

.Answer. You will find Farmington is the other way. 
Question. No; I will ask you to examine the return from Bristol, 

and to give me the whole number of ballots as written in at the top? 
.Answer. "Six hundred and ten." 
Question. Also give me the number of votes thrown for the two 

candidates? 
Answer. "Isaac T. Hobson 370, Andrew R. G. Smith, 228. 

Under protest Isaac T. Elobson 4." 
Question. How much do the votes aggregate? 
Answer. Six hundred and two. 
Question. Including the four protested votes? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. How many without that? 
Answer. Five hundred and ninety-eight. 
Question. A Greenback majority of how much? 
Answer. Greenback plurality of one hundred and thirty-eight. 
Question. Do you find by the tabulation that the return from 

Bristol was rejected or counted? 
Answer. Counted. 
Qiwstion. Examine the Representative return from the town of 

Farmington, taken from the files of the Council, and state the whole 
number of votes as written in? 

.Answer. "Eight hundred and forty-two." 
Question. State the number of votes given for the respective can-

didate.s for Representative? 
.Answer. "Cyrus A. Thomas, 437. Lewis Voter, 401." 
Question. Making an aggregate of how many? 
Answer. Eight hundred and thirty-eight. 
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Question. A Republican majority of how many? 
Answer. Thirty-six. 

495 

Question. By reference to the tabulation and returns, do you find 
that the vote of Farmington was counted in or counted out? 

Answer. Counted out. 
Question. What further do you find,-that Lewis Voter, Green-

back candidate, is counted in upon what vote? 
Answer. Perkins Plantation. 
Question. What was the vote in that? 
Answer. Thirteen for Thomas ; fourteen for Voter. 
Question. Electing Mr. Voter by one majority on the vote of Per

kins Plantation which threw in all twenty-seven votes? 
Answer. Yes. 

BY MR. INGALLS : 
Question. Did you assist in counting the vote of Brownfield? 
Answer. County Officers? 
Question. Generally? 
Answer. I am sure I don't remember whether I did or not ; I looked 

over the Oxford county returns with Mr. Bisbee, and a man by the 
name of Wright, Clerk of Courts ; but in making up Oxford county 
tabulation, I don't think I made up Oxford county at all. 

Question. You knew how it was made up? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you make any suggestion about Buckfield or Brown

field. 
Answer. In County Officers, I was in favor, right through, of 

making every correction that could be made by the records. 
Question. In regard to other officers,-Legislat1ve? 
Answer. I was not. 
Question. Do you know anything about the town of Hebron? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Have you seen the return? 
Answer. Yes. [Witness examines return.] 
Question. Seen it before ? . 
Answer. I have no recollection of seeing it any other way than 

it is now; I neyer noticed it particularly, as I know of. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Is it an evident case of alteration, or forgery, on the 

face? 
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Answer. I should say it was,-and a very bungling one at that. 

BYMR. COOK: 
Question. You could have done better than that, yourself? 
Answer. I do not know ; I never tried. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. Let me see if I understand about the Bristol return. 

You say it would make no difference with Mr. Smith. You found 
there was trouble with the record. Here are two hundred and 
twenty-eight counted for "Andrew R. G. Smith." If you had 
obtained a return according to the record, those would have been 
counted for "Andrew R. J. Srnith ?" 

Answer. Not if we had counted the return. 
Question. If you had obtained a copy of the record it would have 

contradicted this return ? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Why wouldn't it have been a good plan to have 

obtained it? 
Answer. It would not do to make " flesh of one and fish of 

another." 
Question. What did you want to know about the record? 
Answer. I wanted to know about this protest--in reference to the 

four protested votes-more particularly. 
Question. Did Mr. Smith know anything about that? 
Answer. No ; I don't know that he did. 
Question. How did the information of Smith that the record was 

'' Andrew R. J." change your plan? Didn't you intend to go to 
Bristol when you left here? 

Answer. Yes, because I took the return in my pocket. 
Question. How did the information by Smith that it was '' Andrew 

R. J." change your plan? . 
Answer. I thought finally those things would be corrected; that 

when it got into the Legislature, the Senate would probably give the 
seat to Mr. Hobson, any way, going according to the record-as it 
would to-day by the records of Lincoln county. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Suppose they went behind that and counted the votes 

all for "Andrew -R. G. ?" 
Answer. I suppose under the law of eighteen hundred and seventy

seven you would ascertain it was the intention. 
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BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. Do you know how it happened that Mr. Smith had 

ascertained about the record of Bristol? 
Answer. I don't ; I think he was candidate for County Attorney. 
Question. Any question about the return from Bristol in his case? 
Answer. I don't think there was from Bristol, hut there was from 

one town ; I know that I wrote him about it. 
Question. Did you write him about Bristol? 
Answer. I don't know whether I did or not. 
Question. Was there any trouble with the Representative return 

from Bristol? 
Answer. I never saw any return for Representative from Bristol. 

at all. They said it was lost; or mislaid, or something. 
Question. It never was before the Governor and Council, to your 

knowledge? 
Answer. I never saw it in my life. 
Question. Was it inquired for? 
Answer. I spoke about it, but nobody seemed to know about it,-

where it was, whether there had been one sent or mislaid. 
Question. Look and see if it was counted? 
Answer. It was counted, I guess. 
Qiwstion. How was it counted if there was no return? 
Answer. There was a return, they said, but it got mislaid or lost, 

or something. 
Question. Didn't you open the returns from Lincoln.? 
Answer. Not for Representatives. 
Question. What returns did you open? 
Answer. I opened the returns for Representatives from York 

county, and some from Penobscot county. 
Question. Did you open any of the returns from Lincoln county? 
Answer. I opened the Senatorial returns, I think. 
Quest-ion. Feel sure? 
Answer. Yes, I am almost sure; I think Mr. Foster and I did. 
Question. When those returns were first received by the Secretary 

of State, what was done with them? 
Answer. I suppose they were put in the safe; that is the first I 

knew about them. 
Question. Did you examine the statements sent to the Secretary 

of State? 
Answer. Yes. 

32 
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Question. As they came in? 
Answer. They were all in when I got here. 
Question. You made an examination of the Clerk's returns? 
Answer. Yes ; I didn't all over the State. 
Question. Any town where you had any desire to know what the 

vote was, you went to those open statements? 
Answer. Yes. 

BY J\IIR. HALE : 
Question. When were the first returns opened? 
Answer. I don't know just what day ; I know after the addition 

was made to the Committee that I went home, and Mr. Foster said 
to me or words to this effect : '' If you can trust us we will go to 
work." 

Question. Those additions were - ? 
.Answer. Foster and Brown. 
Question. When were those made ? 
Answer. I think the thirtieth. 
Question. Had any returns been opened up to that time? 
Answer. Not to my knowledge. 
Question. Had you had any custody of them up to that time? 
.Answer. No. 
Question. After the appointment of that Committee how long 

were you absent? 
Answer. I see, by examining the cash book at the Augusta 

House, that from October twenty-ninth to the twenty-first of 
December I was here nine days. From the twenty-ninth or thir
tieth I was not here. I left the twenty-ninth of October. 

Question. And was absent how long? 
Answe1·. Till the third of November. The thirtieth after I was 

gone, as it appears, the addition was made to the Committee. 
Question. It wasn't made when you were here? 
.Answer. No; I thought that I was here, but I see by the record 

of the Council and by the register and cash book I was not. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. When you came back what did you find? 
Answer. I found all hands at work-that is, all the members of 

the Committee. 
Question. What returns were then opened? 
Answer. I cannot tell what were opened. I know I went to 

work with Mr. Foster opening-I think it was the County Officer 
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returns from Penobscot county. Then the next day, I believe the 
next morning, we opened the Representative returns from York 
county. 

Question. Did the members of the Council work together or sepa
rately? 

Answer. Separately; Foster and I worked together most of the 
time. 

Question. What do you mean by working together? 
Answer. One read off the names of the town, the persons voted 

for, and another one put down the figures. 
Question. How long were you at work in that way on the returns? 
Answer. I don't know as I could tell ; I made out a bill and it 

gives the number of days in it, and it would be on file somewhere; 
and I should not want to say because it might not agree with that. 

Question. What members of the Council assisted in the tabulation, 
opening and counting? 

Answer. Myself, Fogg, Chase, Brown and Foster; they were the 
Committee. 

Question. Monroe have anything to do with it? 
Answer. Yes, at the last part of it; if you remember where the 

Committee make a report and present the tabulation ; I believe it is 
about the seventeenth of November. After that the whole Council 
had a session ; there was a session of the Council begun then, I 
think ; and then the Governor came. 

Question. This Committee had been at work in the absence of the 
Council? 

Answer. No ; because there was an order which Captain Chase 
introduced, that Foster and Brown be added to the Committee, and 
that they begin at once to open and tabulate the returns. 

Question. After the seventeenth, those returns were in the hands 
of any member of the Council that saw fit to take them? 

Answer. They were ; I considered myself responsible for them 
till the twenty-first of November, personally. 

Question. After that? 
Answer. After that the Governor and Council and any member. 
Question. Before that hadn't the members of the Council or Com-· 

mittee free access to those returns, the same as you? 
Answer. The members of the Committee had, certainly ; but I 

had the key to the safe, or half of it. 
QuesUon. Have you any idea when the alteration in the return 

from Buckfield was made? 
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Answer. No, I have not; I do not remember about whether 
• that was on ; I do not know that there was any alteration made 

there. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. The case of Brownfield you mean ; the other was Buck

field, which you do remember? 
Answer. No; I do not know whether the "Buckfield" was down 

where the Selectmen's names are, but I remember plainly it was not 
in the first part of the return. 

Question. Whether or not Mr. Bisbee stated, in the presence of 
yourself, when he was examining the returns, that the names of the 
county and town did not appear anywhere, excepting on the filing, 
in the case of Buckfield? 

Answer. I remember something about that; I know Mr. Bisbee 
made a minute of it. I do not know whether I made any minutes 
when he was examining or not. 

BY ~IR. ING ALLS : 
Questfon. Whether it was stated by Mr. Bisbee that the name of 

the town did not appear anywhere excepting on the filing? 
.Answer. Yes ; I think he did. 
Question. Whom do you recollect ever saw the returns for County 

Officers from Oxford county beside him? 
Answer. This Clerk of Courts, I think he said; somebody intro-

duced him to me. 
Question. Did Mr. Wright examine the county returns? 
Answer. I do not know but he did. 
Question. Did he examine the Senatorial and Representative re-

turns? 
Answer. Yes, because I recollect Norway; isn't that in Oxford? 
Question. Yes. 

Answe1·. I sat down with him and got through about half of them ; 
I was called away for something, and Mr. Monroe sat down and 
finished with him. 

Qiwstion. Who, besides Mr. Bisbee, saw the county returns? 
Answer. It strikes me that Mr. Kimball, the candidate for County 

Attorney did. 
Question. Was that before or after Mr. Bisbee saw them? 
Answer. I guess it was afterwards, but I don't know; I cannot 

remember about that. 
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BY MR. HALE: 
Question. Don't you recollect that Mr. Kimball was here, and had 

access to the returns, and examined them after Mr. Bisbee was here? 
Answer. No, I cannot fix that; I have nothing to fix it by. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. Were you there when Mr. Farrington was looking at 

them? 
Answer. No, I wasn't; at least, I am very sure I was not. 

~ Question. Whether you observed that the names of the town and 
county were missing,-were not in the return of Brownfield? 

Answer. I do not remember anything about Brownfield. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Q1wstt'.on. You remember there was one other town besides Buck

field, but do not remember what? 
Answer. There was some other town, but I do not remember 

of its being Brownfield. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. What was the defect in the other town? 
Answer. It strikes me it was about the same defect; no name of 

the town, or county, I think. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Qu,estion. Where were the returns for County Officers kept? 
Answer. They were kept in a wooden box, which is marked 

"County Officers," in the Governor's Room. They were not kept 
there always. When they came in, they were down in the Secretary 
of State's office. 

Question. Afterwards, during the count? 
Answer. I think, during the count, they were-I will not be sure 

about that-whether I locked them up with the others up to th~ 
twenty-first, or not; I do not think we could get that box into the 
safe. There were not any of them put in, in the box. 

BY MR. INGALLS: 
Question. Did you examine the returns for Representatives, from 

Gouldsborongh? 
Answer. I have; I think it was the Gonldsborough-the Brag

don return. 
Question. Diel you notice the erasure at near the bottom of the 

"' P" or " B ?" 
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Answer. No; I don't think there is an erasure there; it looks 
something like a thumb mark, or something like that ; I do not 
think it has been scratched. 

Qitestion. Do you know anything about that? 
Answer. Yes; I know something; I do not know who made it, or 

how it was made. 
Question. Ever hear anything said about it, in the Council? 
.Answer. Some remarks made about it. 
Question. ·what were they? 
.Answer. When we were going over, verifying, to see if we had 

got the Docket made correctly, we followed down closely through 
and compared to be sure it was right ; I then noticed this return ; I 
went in and showed it to the Governor, and called his attention to 
it ; I asked him if he called that a '' B" or '' P ?" or something to 
that effect. He says, '' It is a B ; can't you tell a B from a P ?" or 
vice versa). I will not be sure which letter came first-B or P-but it 
was one way or the other. 

Question. Hasn't the bottom part of that '' B " been evidently 
erased? have you looked at it with care? 

.Answer. I don't think that I looked at it through the glass. 

BYMR, HALE: 
Question. Didn't the Governor spend considerable time on· some 

of these returns himself? 
.Answer. Yes; he did at the last week or so. 
Question. Didn't he spend a good deal of time on Washington 

county returns? 
.Answer. That last tabulation or figuring up he made himself, in 

his room. 
Question. Alone, or who was with him? 
.Answer. He was alone, I guess, a good deal of the time; I think 

he went through that, every town, very carefully. 
Question. Anybody with him? 
Answer. No, not when he figured. He had the tabulations from 

which this one was made and the returns, and he examined and 
figured himself. He apparently wanted to be sure that everything 
was right. 

BY MR. HARRIS : 
QuesUon. Do you know of any changes he made in the tabulations 

he took? 
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Answer. No. He might have discovered some errors for aught I 
know. 

Question. You don't know that he did? 
Answer. No, not certainly. 
Q1wstion. Do you think he did? 
Answer. No, I don't know that I could say I do. I know that he 

was very particular about it. In fact, I know I stated so to the 
editor of the '' Boston Globe," and I should not state anything 
different about it. 

BY MR. COOK:. 
Question. You say in your final going over to verify you took each 

return? 

Answer. Yes, and followed each man's name all through. 
Question. Was that before the whole Council or whole Committee, 

when you took each return up so to verify to see you had your last 
Docket all correct ; did you go through one at a time to be sure 
everything was all right? 

Answer. Each name, yes. 
Question. When you came to Bristol and found that mistake, and 

came to Farmington and found the same mistake, how did you 
reconcile the two-throw out one and count the other? 

Answer. I do not know. That would be rather a hard question. 
Question. Nothing said about it at all? 
.Answer. No, I don't know that I do, anything particular. 

BY MR. LORD: 
Question. Who went through to make this examination at that 

time-what members of the Council? 
Answer. I don't know what particular ones there were. vVe sat 

there together. We put a table inside the circle, between the desks 
and the Governor's Chair, and had clerks there. 

BY MR. HALE: 
Question. What time did you go off on the journey to Bristol 

when you stopped at Wiscasset? 
Answer. I do not know. My bill will show when I visited the 

Prison. 
Q,uestion. What time do you think it was? 
Answer. I guess it must have been about the sixteenth or 

seventeenth. 
Que.'5tion. November? 
Answer. Yes, I think so. 
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BY MR. ING ALLS : 
Question. That is about the time the Committee were here? 
Answer. I think so; I should say it was somewhere between the 

fourteenth and fifteenth. 
Question. Didn't you ever hear there was any trouble about tbe 

Representative return from Bristol? 
Answer. Yes; I have heard there was. 
Question. What was it? 
Answer. I never knew it, and never saw it. 
Question. Yon heard there was trouble? 
Answer. I heard there was some trouble, but never saw the return 

in my life. 
Question. What efforts were made to correct the return for Rep-

resentative from Bristol? 
Answer. I think there was some made. 
Question. Was a blank return sent down? 
Answer. I don't think there was any sent down. 
Question. What were the efforts made to correct that? 
Answer. I do not know what the defect was in the return, for I 

never saw it in my life. 
Qnestion. You simply heard it spoken of as having some trouble 

about it? 
Answer. I heard it hinted there was. 

BY MR. LORD: 

Question. Ever have any correspondence with anybody in con
nection with it? 

Answet. I don't know that I ever wrote anybody at all; I am not 
in the habit of writing about such things. If I had ever seen it I 
should say so. 

Question. What idea have you about obtaining the figures to tab
ulate Bristol from? 

Answer. I think some member of the Committee-I don't know 
just who-they might have got together on an original tabulation 
before I got down ; but I do not remember anything about it. It is 
evident there were some figures. 

Question. When were you appointed to the Committee on Elec
tions? 

Answer. A few days after the organization of the State govern
ment. 
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Question. When did you receive the returns? when did they come 
into your hands? 

.Answer. October thirtieth. I did not receive them then. That 
was the vote, but they were not carried up stairs. 

Question. None of them had been opened at that time? 
Answer. I don't suppose they had. 

BY MR. HARRIS : 
Question. Were any of them open when you received them? 
Answer. The others of the Committee took them and went to 

work after I had gone home. As I said, Mr. Foster said if I could 
trust them, they would go to work, or to that effect. 

BYMR. COOK: 
Question. You say you remember, particularly, of going over 

them the last time and discovering· the error in Bragdon. When 
you came to Bristol, what was said about that? you had no return, 
and didn't know whether you had it right or wrong? 

Answer. It was brought up, and something was said about that 
the return was gone. 

Question. You don't know whether it was right or not? 
Answer. No; I never saw the return in my life. 
Question. Did you ever have any correspondence with anybody 

about changing the complexion of the Legislature by the tabulations? 
.Answer. No. 

BY MR. HARRIS : 

Question. Did you tabulate Bristol in the other tabulation, when 
the returns were opened? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Who did? 
Answer. I don't know. 

BY MR. HA WES : 

Qnestion. You heard Mr. Heath testify last night? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Was it correct, so far as you know? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. In all particulars? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You were present in the Council Chamber when he 

heard the remark made by Governor Garcelou, about the two returns 
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from Jonesborough, when he made his argument before the Gov
ernor? 

Answer. I was when he asked him what he would do with two re
turns, which one he would count, or something like that; I remem
ber that. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Remember about Governor Garcelon interrupting him 

when he was discussing the Jonesborough case? 
Answer. I don't know as I remember particularly about that part 

of it, but it was when he was arguing Washington county cases ; I 
don't think he had argued anything excepting· Washington. 

BY }fa. HA WES : 
Question. So far as you know, all that testimony was perfectly 

correct? 
Answer. Yes; I heard it all. I was interested to hear what he 

said, for I always said I thought he would corroborate my statement 
about that being the paper I wrote ; I don't know of anything he 
said, excepting about the "Jackson look,"-! don't think I should 
coincide with that. 

BYMR. COOK: 
Question. Haven't you anything more in this matter you can tell 

this Committee? 
Answer. No ; I have the desire to tell the truth. I never was on 

the stand but once in my life, and that was the Benson matter. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Have you told us everything we ought to know, and 

that you ought to tell, in the cause of truth, about this whole matter? 
Answer. Yes; I think so. 
Question. Is there anything in your mind you think we ought to 

know, that you have not told, simply because we did not direct your 
attention? it is a varied field, and we can't touch all the litt1e hillocks 
and undulations in it? 

Answer. I do not think of anything. 

BY MR. INGALLS : 
Qitestion. You say you do not know of any blank returns being 

sent to anybody? 
Answer. I carried that one; that is all that I know anything 

about ; I don't believe-in fact I know-there is no other member 
of the Council that knew that, either. 
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Questfon. Did you have any talk with the Secretary about sending 
out any blanks? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Did you know of his receivmg any returns for some 

considerable time after the election? 

Answer. They said there was a return; I did not see it; Mr. 
Gallagher told me of it ; I don't know but he said it came that day 
-Samuel Gallagher, the Pension Agent. 

Question. Was that the only one you ever heard coming to the 
Secretary's office? 

Answer. Yes. 

BY MR. HARRIS : 
Question. Did you see Mr. Drisko here, at any time? 
Answer. I don't know him. 
Question. vV ere not introduced to him? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Don't know that he was here? 
Answer. No; I never saw him, that I know of, in my life. 

EDWARD C. MooDY, Feb. 20, 1880.-Evening. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. I place in your hand paper marked "Exhibit J 1 G. D. 

B., Clerk of Cmnrnittee," and ask you to state what it is, and what 
office it performed in the counting of votes for Senators and Repre
sentatives and County Officers at the late election? 

Answer. This is the Report of the Committee of the Council as 
to who were elected County Officers at the September election. 

Question. In whose hand writing is it, if you know, and by whom 
is it signed? 

Answer. It is, I think, Mark Harden's writing, and it is signed 
by myself as chairman of the Committee. 

Question. vVas that a paper used in the counting of the votes? 
Answer. This is the Report made up from tabulations. 
Question. I place in your hand paper marked "Exhibit K, G. D. 

B., Clerk of Cornrnittee," and ask you to state what the paper is, 
and what it had to do with the return of the votes contained therein? 

Answer. This is a Report of the Committee of the Council on 
Election Returns, showing who appeared to be elected Representa
tives to the Legislature. 

Question. In whose hand writing is it and by whom signed? 
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Answer. I think it is in Harden's hand writing, and it is signed 

by myself as chairman. 
Qiiestion. I ask you the same question in relation to "Exhibit L, 

G.D. B., Clerk of Committee," now shown you? 
Answer. This is an original draft, I should say, of the Report of 

the Committee on Election Returns, showing who were elected Rep
resentatives. It is not an attested paper ; it is not signed ; it is a 
paper from which the final report was copied, I should say. 

Q1iestion. I call your attention to "Exhibit M, G. D. B., Cle1·k of 
Conimittee," now shown you, and ask the same question. 

Answer. This appears to be the Report of the Committee on 

Election Returns, showing who appeared to be elected as Senators. 
Question. By whom was it written, and by whom signed? 
Answer. I think it is the same writing, of Mr. Harden, and it is 

signed by myself. 
Question. Please examine the papers shown you under the head 

of "Exhibit N, G. D. B., Clerk of Committee;" and state their 
nature? 

Answer. I should want to look this over; I do not remember any
thing about this. [~Vitncss looks through the papers. J I have not 
examined them perhaps as freely as I ought to. This is the first 
time I think I have seen it. It seems to be a setting forth of the 
reasons why certain results were arrived at ; that is what I judge. 

Question. By whom is it signed? 
Answe1·. Signed by "S. S. Brown for the chairman." 
Question. State whether or not you had the original tabulation of 

the votes in your possession, and, if you answer in the affirmative, 
state what has become of it so far as you know? 

Answer. I did have them; I carried them home. 
Question. State what they were? 
Answer. It was made out on just such a blank as the Docket 

which you have had here to-day. 
Question. What did that contain? 
Answer. It contained the name of every person voted for, the 

number of votes that he received, and it showed the reaso11s why 
towns were thrown out; it showed the whole-showed everything. 

Question. That was the original drnJt of the tabulation? 
Answer. Yes ; that was the memorandum, so to speak. 
Question. Did you bring that here to Augusta? 
Answer. I did. 
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Question. Where was it? 
Answer. In my valise. 
Question. In your room? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. How many persons had knowledge where it was? 
Answer. 0l}ly two to my knowledge. 
Qiwstion. Who were they? 
Answer. Colonel Nye and Mr. Benson. 
Question. What Benson? 
Answer. Young J olm, called '' Colonel." 
Question. Were they abstracted from your valise? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Qnestion. You mean Frank Nye, of the Adjutant General's office? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiwstion. You have never seen them since? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Whether or not they would afford you assistance in giv

ing information to the Committee in relation to these matters? 
Answer. I will say to you, in answer to that, as I said to the 

Governor in a letter I wrote him, that I wish every man in the State 
could see them. 

Question. You haven't seen them since? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Examine paper marked "Exhibit 0, G. D. B., Clerk of 

Committee," and state what it is? 
Answer. That is a report of Committee on Election Returns in 

the case of Byron D. Verrill, of Portland. 
Question. By whom signed? 
Answer. Signed by "E. C. Moody, F. M. Fogg and Charles H. 

Chase." 

MARCH 12, 1880, A. M. 

ALONZO GARCELON, sworn and exarnined. 

BY l\fa. HALE : 
Question. Residence? 
Answer. Lewiston. 
Question. You were Governor of Maine <luring the year eighteen 

hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. That is what I believe was generally conceded. 
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Question. Your term of office commencing? 
Answer. The first Wednesday of January, eighteen hundred and 

seventy-nine; closing the first ·Wednesday in January, eighteen hun
dred and eighty ; as I understand the Constitution. 

Question. During the year, were you more or less, called by the 
duties of your office, to Augusta? 

Answer. I was. 
Question. ·what was your practice with reference to being present 

at the sessions of the Executive Council? 
Answer. Generally, I calculated to be present, but of course there 

were times when I could not be present, and they had sessions that 
were held during my absence. 

Question. About how often were the sessions of the Council held, 

generally speaking, through the year? 
Answer. They were calculated to be about once a month ; I cannot 

say positive; the record will show. 
Question. Do you remember at what time, after the annual Sep

tember election, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, the Council first 

met? 
Answer. I do not. 
Question. The Council Blotter will show? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Were you present at the first meeting of the Council 

after the September election? 
Answer. I presume so; I cannot say positive. 
Question. Do you rem~mber whether or not at that time it had 

generally been stated in the public press that the Republicans had 
carried the State? 

Answer. I cannot say as to that particular time, although there 
was talk in the Republican papers, and perhaps in others; I never 
took much interest, or made much inquiry, in regard to the matter. 

Question. Did you not yourself suppose, from what you gathered 
from the newspapers, as everybody else did, for some days after the 
election, that the Republicans had carried the Legislature? 

Answer. I think that was announced in the telegraph dispatches ; 
but what reliance was to be placed upon them-I have never formed 
any opinion. 

Question. Was it not generally accepted as intelligence at that 
time, that the Republicans had carried the Legislature? 

Answer. I think there was a general impression of that kind; but 
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I did not take much interest in the matter, because I knew how un
reliable the dispatches and statements might be. So far as having 
any particular interest in the matter, I had not, and therefore did 
not pay much attention. 

Question. You were a candidate at that election? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Of the Democratic party? 
Answer. Yes, without any expectation, or hope, or thought,. of 

being elected. 
Question. I find by reference to the Council Blotter, that a session 

of the Council was holden on September ten, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-nine, and the session continued till Saturday, September 
thirteenth, when an adjournment was had till October sixth at four 
o'clock. Do you now recollect whether you were present at this 
September meeting of the Council? 

Answer. I do not remember anything about it. · 
Question. Is there any way in which you could establish your 

recollection ? 
Answer. I presume if I was present my name will be on the Reg

ister at the Augusta House. 
Question. Do you know whether it was customary to record the 

presence of the Governor in the minutes of the Council, in the 
Council Blotter? 

Answer. I think so ; but still I never looked at that point. 
Question. Were you present at the October session? 
Answer. What time was that? I should judge I was but am not 

quite sure. 
Question. I find in the Blotter: " October 7, 1879. Council in 

session. Present: the Governor, Councillors Foster, Chase, Brown, 
Monroe, Moody and Parker." Do you now recall your being present 
at that session? 

Answer. I do not remember about it, but the record will show 

exactly. 
Question. Do you remember whether or not you continued with 

the Council through the October session? 
Answer. I frequently, after the important business was transacted, 

left, and left the Council in session ; whether I did so at that time I 
cannot say ; I presume the Blotter or Register will show. 

Question. The Blotter shows that you continued present till Octo
ber ninth, when an adjournment took place to October twenty
seventh ; is that undoubtedly the fact? 
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Answer. Yes, sir; and at that meeting I remember distinctly of 
being present. 

Question. At the meeting of October twenty-eighth, eighteen 
hundred and• seventy-nine, you remember distinctly of being present? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I remember distinctly, from certain transac
tions, that I was present at that time. 

Question. When are the Committees of the Council made up for 
the year? 

Anstver. At the early part of the year ; the first or second session 
of the Council; I thmk the first session, probably; the record will 
show that fact,-J anuary or February, sure. 

Question. Do you remember who were the original Committee of 
the Council, on Election Returns, as made up in the early part of 
the year? 

Answer. I do. 
Question. State? 
Answer. Moody, Chase and Fogg, were the Committee on Elec

tion Returns. 
Question. Do you remember whether or not any change was made 

in that Committee at the late October session of the Governor and 
Council? 

Answer. I think it was at that session, there were two gentlemen 
added to the Committee. 

Question. Do you remember who they were? 
Answer. Foster and Brown. 
Question. Making it then consist of a Committee of five? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. The customary Committee being one of three? 
Answer. Yes. 

Question. Do you know when the Committee on Election Returns 
first proceeded to examine and tabulate them? 

Answer. They were ordered, at that October meeting, to proceed 
to the duty of tabulating the returns : I do not know what date, but 
I think not till the latter part ; the record will show. 

Question. Was that order, whenever it was during the session, 
approved by you? 

Answer. It was; that is, if it was not formally, it was in accord
ance with my views ; and I presume it was so approved. 

QuesUon. Was that examination by the Committee on Election 
Returns, after being ordered and approved by you, in any way open 
to the public, or was it private? 
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.Answer. I do not know; I presume in private; I know nothing 
of it; I left Augusta immediately after adjournment-or, perhaps, 
before adjournment of the Council-and did not return again until 
the seventeenth of November ; so, I have no knowledge of anything 
of the kind. 

Question. Up to that time, had you examined any of the returns 
of the election from the different cities, towns and plantations in 
the State? 

Answer. I never had seen even the outside of an envelope, or a 
return. 

Question. Where were they deposited, where kept? 
Answer. I suppose in the safe in the Secretary's office, so far as 

I have any knowledge ; indeed I have no knowledge, personally, of' 
the matter ; it is always understood that was the place of deposit, 
and I presume they were kept there. 

Question. Were you present when the returns were placed before 
the Committee on Election Returns? 

Answer. I was not. 
Question. Did you witness the opening of the returns by the Com

mittee on Election Returns, when they proceeded to examine and 

tabulate? 
Answer. I did not. 
Question. "\\T as that done after your leaving Augusta, so far as 

your recollection extends ? 
Answer. So far as I know; I know nothing, but presume and 

have reason to believe, it must have been. 
Qiiestion. Before the order of the Council increasing the Com

mittee on Election Returns from three to five, had you any know
ledge of that movement? 

Answer. I had not; that is, I am rather inclined to think it was 

my own suggestion. 
Q1wstion. You think it was at your suggestion that the Committee 

on Election Returns had two members added to it? 
Answer. I think it was. 
Question. Do you remember that Mr. Moody, the chairman of 

the Committee, as then constituted, objected to the unusual change? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do not know that he objected to it at all. 
Question. What is your recollection? 
Answer. I have no recollection; I simply have an impression. 

Question. Give that. 
33 
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Answer. Simply an impression I got-I do not know as it was 
justifiable-that the addition was not pleasing to Mr. Moody; I have 
no knowledge, but got the impression it might be so. 

Question. Had you, at that time, examined any return? 
Answer. No, sir; I had never seen one. 
Qiiestion. Did you at that time, know that any one had examined 

the returns? 
AnKwer. No; I supposed that no person had ever seen them. 
Question. So far as you knew, the returns were in the ordinary 

condition of returns? 
A1urwer. In the ordinary condition. 
Q'uestion. Tq.en why did you suggest, if you had never examined 

and had no knowledge or intimation as to the returns, the unusual 
proceeding of adding two members to the Election Committee? 

Answer. It was for the purpose that those returns might be tabu
lated correctly, and that there should be no mistake about it. You 
are well aware that the result of the election was very close, and there 
was a good deal of talk in the papers one way and another, and it 
was deemed desirable, at least I did, that the thing should be done 
square and honest and fair ; and I thought it would be better to have 
the Committee enlarged. You understand, when I appointed these 
,Committees I was an utter stranger to these gentlemen ; I never had 
seen but one of them, to my knowledge, in my life, and that one 
only once prior to my coming into the Council Chamber; and, in 
making my appointments, I had to do it under the circumstances in 
which I was surrounded. 

Question. Had you ever known before, after any election, of the 
Committee being increased from the usual number? 

Answer. No; I never thought of the thing. 
Question. Had you access to the Blotter and proceedings for the 

previous years ? 
Answer. I never looked at them. 
Question. Had you access to them? 
Answer. I presume so; I never asked for them. 
Question. You do not know that any preceding year, when the 

election was very close, and when there were three candidates, as in 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy nine, that any change was 
made in the Committee? 

Answer. I do not know anything about the matter; I never 
thought of the matter. 
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Question. Then what reason had you for believing that the old 
Committee, consisting of Moody, Chase and Fogg, was not compe
tent to attend to the duties of the Election Returns Committee? 

.Ansiuer. I did not say theJ were not competent. 
Question. ,vhat reason had you then, for adding, in that unusual 

manner, two gentlemen to the Committee, when, as you have stated. 
it was your impression that was not agreeable to the chairman? 

Answer. I, of course, did not know whether it was agreeable or 
not, till afterwards, and, indeed, I do not know much now, about 
that ; I only say, that was an impression. The reason was, that 
the public might have more confidence in a larger Committee, and in 
men who are better known in the State than the younger members of 
the Board. l\fr. Foster was an old gentleman, had been President 
of the Senate, and his character was well known by everybody ; and 
Mr. Brown was a lawyer, in reputable standing, and I thought it 
would be better. 

Question. Having no knowledge of the condition of the returns, 
did you know of any reason why an additional number should be 
added to the Committee at that time, in order to give the public con
fidence? 

.Answer. No, sir; only the general impression that these young 
men were not as reliable, perhaps. 

Question. A general impression that the Committee, as made up, 
consisting of these young men, was not as reliable and acceptable 
as older men? 

.Answer. That is it. 
Question. "\Vhy was not the proposition made to change the Co;m

mittee, and substitute other gentlemen, and still leave the Committee 
the usual number? 

Answer. Perhaps it was an error of judgment on my part ; I sup
posed that the five gentlemen could do this work quite as effectually ; 
I did not take into consideration any particular reason in regard to 
the matter. 

Question. You thought, in short, it would be better that five 
members of the Council out of the seven should constitute that 
Committee and take the responsibility, rather than three? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was not that the upshot of it? 
Answer. I do not know that I considered that reason in my mind; 

I have already stated the particular reason which caused me to make 
the suggestion, and it was adopted. 
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Qnestion. Didn't you really feel that the work and burden and 
responsibility that was to fall upon that Committee in their examina
tion, had better be borne by five members of the Council than three? 

Answer. I do not think that ever entered my mind, as to any 
responsibility about it. 

Question. Had there been any indication of any incompleteness 
or incapacity on the part of the gentlemen first composing that Com

mittee? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Qnestion. They were bright, capable, competent men? 
Answer. Precisely. 
Qnestion. Then, what reason was there, if you can give it in look

ing back into your memory, why, with the qualifications they pos~ 
sessed, two more men should have been added? 

Answer. I have already stated that in my judgment it would be 
more satisfactory to the public, and inspire more confidence to the 
public. 

Question. You had not seen a return at that time? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Knew of nobody that had? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did Mr. Moody make considerable expostulation? 
Answer. Not at all ; I do not know but the impression I had, was 

entirely erroneous. 
Question. How long were you here after that change was made in 

the Committee? 
Answer. I cannot say; I do not recollect at what time in theses-

sion that change was made ; the record will show. 
Question. The next meeting was when? 
Answer. November seventeenth. 
Question. From the time of the adjournment of the late October 

meeting, on the day when this addition was made to the Committee, 
up to the meeting of November seventeenth, where were you? 

.Answer. At home, in Lewiston. 
Question. In what engaged? 
.Answer. In changing my residence, and moving my office from 

my private residence to a new office. 
Question. During that time, the Committee on Election Returns 

were engaged in examining and tabulating the returns-getting 
ready for report? 
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.Answer. I supposed so; I knew nothing about it. 
Question. The object of the addition to the Committee was that 

they should at once proceed to work in examining and tabulating the 
returns? 

Answer. That was the object. 
Question. The expectation was that they would report at the next 

meeting of the Council, or soon aJter? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qnestion. As is customary? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. During that time you were at home, in Lewiston? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. What communication had you with any members of the 

Council during that time? 
.Answer. None at all. 
Question. Had you any correspondence with them? 
Answer. None at all, to my recollection. 
Question. Had you any letters, or dispatches? 
Answer. None that I know of, or remember. 
Question. Did you make any communication to them? 
Ansiver. None at all. 
Question. You, of course, were in the habit, during that time, of 

reading newspapers ? 
Answer. Not much ; I was very busy ; I hardly took a newspaper 

in my hand. 
Question. Did you not know that, during that time, consid.erable 

feeling was getting up throughout the State, over reports that mem
bers, who claimed to be elected, were to he counted out? 

Answer. I never heard of such a thing. 
Qiwstion. Did you not learn that, from October thirty-first to 

N overn ber seventeenth? 
Answer. No, not till the morning of the seventeenth of November. 
Qaestion. Do you say that, up to November seventeenth, you 

had no knowledge or information of any public interest growing out 
of the fears that men were to be counted out? 

Answer. I never beard of such a thought or thing from anybody, 
so far as I know ; that is, so far as I have any recollection, and I 
believe that to be the fact. 

Quest-ion. Up to the seventeenth of November, you state? 
Answer. I do. 
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Question. Do you remember of being at the meeting of the Fair 
of the State Agricultural Society? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And of visiting the Reform School? 

Answer. Yes. 
Questfon. ,vas not that previous to November seventeenth? 
Answer. I do not remember what time it was. 
Question. Think a moment, and see if you do not recollect it must 

have been previous to November seventeenth? 
Answer. I cannot say; I have no means of recollecting it as I 

know of; I remember the fact of being at the Reform School during 
the fall ; I think I was not at the State Fair till some time afterwards. 

Question. \Vere you present at the State Fair? 
Answer. I think so, one clay. 
Question. That was in October? 
Answer. Yes. 
Questfon. Do you not remember, that at one or both of those visits 

the question was considerably talked, and fears expressed that the 
Council were going to count out men? 

Answer. No; I do not remember any such thing. If I heard 
any such thing, it was like the idle wind, that went into one ear and 
out of the other; I did not believe or entertain such a thought. 

Question. Do you know \Vilcles P. Walker? 
Answer. I do. 
Question. Recall to mind and see if you do not remember you had 

a talk with him about this very matter of the danger of the Council's 
counting out elected Members and Senators? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Do you declare you did not? 
Answer. I have no remembrance of anything of the kind; no re

membrance of any such conversation with anybody; I am very sure 

if anybody had made such a suggestion to me it was entirely con
trary to anything I knew or believed. 

Question. The question now is, whether you had any information 
as to the matter being one of public interest ; that there was public 
solicitude upon the subject before you went down to Augusta on 
November seventeenth? 

Answer. I knew there was some talk about this, that and the 
other, in the papers, but I paid no attention to it and made no minute 
of it ; at least took no cognizance of it. 
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Question. Then you do remember, from public and private talk, 
and from the newspapers about "this, that and the other," that there 
was solicitude about this question? 

Answer. I know there was some talk of that kind, but nothing 
definite, or that I had anything to do with one way or the other; I 
hardly looked into the newspapers during this time, from the fact I 
was so exceedingly busy about private affairs. 

Question. Don't you remember that Mr. Walker told you of any 
conversation he had with a man who claimed he had been elected to 
the Legislature? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Or any talk he had had with a prominent man in the 

Fusion party? 
Answer. No. 
Qnestion. In which Mr. Walker had stated what he believed your 

position would be in the matter? 
Answer. I have no recollection of any conversation with Mr. 

Walker, of the kind. 
Qu,estion. Of any conversation you had with Mr. ,v alker at any 

time on the subject? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. If you had, it has slipped from your memory? 
Ansioer. Entirely. 
Question. Up to November seventeenth, you have stated you had 

no information of any public solicitude about the action of the 
Council as to counting out Senators and Members? 

Answer.· No, I had not. 
Question. So you went to Augusta on the seventeenth day of 

November, having no knowledge or belief that anything of the kind, 
of counting out, was either intended or was feared by the public? 

Answer. I did; I state that positive and unequivocally. 
Question. You were present at the meeting of the Council, N ovem

ber seventeenth? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. When was the subject of the tabulation of election 

returns taken up at that session? 
.Answer. I have not any positive remembrance as to the precise 

day; the matter was talked about as matter of necessity on that 
evening-not as to any particular returns, but generally. 

Question. Whom did yon talk-with about it on the evening of that 
first day? 
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Answer. In the Council Chamber, if anything was said. I sup
pose you are well aware of the circumstances on which we met at 

that time. 
Question. At what time did you get here on that day? 
Answer. When the train arrived; I think about half-past three. 
Question. vVas the Council then in session? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. When did the Council first meet? 
Answer. Some time between four and five o'clock, at the Council 

Chamber. 
Question. vV ere you present then? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. "r as the subject matter of the tabulation and examina

tion of the election returns taken up at once in the Council? did you 
confer upon it? 

Answer. My impression is, that the question as to when they 
should be formally opened, was decided upon that evening,-that 
session ; the records will show. 

Question. Up to that time had any examination been permitted, 
to your knowledge, outside of the Committee on Election Returns? 

Answer. Not at all. 
Question. Had any candidate or any person claiming to be elected, 

been allowed, at that time, to see the returns? 
Answer. Not to my knowledge. 
Question. Had there been requests previous to that time? 
Answer. Not to my knowledge. 
Question. Were you at that time informed by any of the Council, 

or elsewhere, that parties interested in the election had requested 
the privilege of examining-seeing-the returns? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You were not informed that anybody had requested the 

privilege of looking at the returns? 
Answer. I was not informed of any such thing. 
Question. Were you informed that anybody had appeared and re

. quested that privilege? 
Answer. The statement was made by Mr. Dingley, as a member 

of the Committee which called on me, that such was the fact. 
Question. But you were not informed by the Council, or any mem

ber of it, or any member of the Committee on Election Returns, that 
anybody, up to that time, had sought access to the returns? 

Answer. I was not informed of any such transaction. 
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Question. You did not know? 
Answer. No, sir. 
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Question. "\Vas it on that evening that the decision was reached 
with reference to the question of submitting any or all of the returns 
to the inspection of persons interested in them? 

Answer. I cannot say; I do not remember. 
Question. Do you remember at that session of November seven

teenth, that the Committee on Election Returns did report that they 
had examined the returns, and that they then submitted the tabula
tions of the same ? 

Answer. Sometime during that session, but I do not know whether 
the seventeenth, or eighteenth, or nineteenth. 

Question. Do you or not, remember that it was on the seventeenth 
day of November, the first day of the session, after the Council met 
about four o'clock, that the Committee on Election Returns reported 
that they had proceeded to open the election returns and tabulate 
them, and that they then submitted the tabulations of said returns? 

AnswP,r. I cannot remember, but I think very probable it was. 
The record will show. 

Question. I find that record on the Council Blotter. Have you 
any doubt it was so? 

Answer. No; I have no doubt the record was kept perfectly. 
Question. At that time before you left that evening, before the 

Council broke up, the Committee on Election Returns had reported, 
and the tabulations and results were in the hands of the whole 
Council? 

Answer. I suppose so. 
Q,uestion. So, that so far as the Committee on Election Returns 

were concerned, their work had been gone over? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. \Vas there a meeting on the next day? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. On what day did the committee of gentlemen in the 

interest of parties who were concerned in the election as candidates, 
come to you with a request to be allowed to see the returns? 

Answer. I do not remember. ·what committee have you reference 
to? 

Question. Consisting of Ex-Governor Dingley, Mr. Lindsey and 

Mr. Emery. 
Ansiver. That was on the afternoon of the seventeenth of N ovem

ber, prior to the meeting of the Council. 
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Questfon. At what time? 
Answe1·. Between half past three and four. 
Question. vVhere did that Committee, consisting of :Messrs. Ding

ley, Lindsey and Emery, see you and make the request? 
Answer. In the Governor's Private Room adjoining the Coundl 

Chamber. 

Question. vVhat was the request made by those gentlemen? 
Answer. To have access to the returns. 
Qltestion. For what purpose? 
Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. Did they not state there was a great deal of public 

solicitude and fear that the returns might not be properly counted, 
and that there was a desire, on the part of persons who were candi
dates, to examine the returns and see if there were any defects that 
could be legally corrected, under the statutes, by the records of the 
towns? 

Answer. And alleging that other parties had been admitted to the 

returns ?-Yes, such a statement was made. 
Question. They also stated, in connection with that, that they had 

heard, and believed, that other parties had been allowed to see the 
returns? 

Answer. Precisely. 
Question. vV as not the request made by those gentlemen, well 

known in the State, in a courteous and fair manner? 
Answer. No objection to that. 
Question. There was nothing in their appearance, or manner, that 

was intimidating? 
Answer. I did not feel very much intimidated; I thought it was 

a very singular proceeding. 
Question. '\Vas tlrnre anything in their manner, excepting what 

was conrteous and fair? 

Answer. I have no particular fault to find with the gentlemen. 
Question. Your communication was with them? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you not understand they represented a larger 

gathering of gentlemen from different parts of the State, who were 
interested in the election returns? 

Answer. All I knew and understood, a messenger came in and 
said there was a Committee of sixteen waiting, who desired to see 
the Governor and Council. 
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Question. Did any Committee of sixteen appear before you? 
Answer. No, sir; I said to the messenger: "Say to the Com

mittee, that the Governor and Council are not it session ; the hour 
has not yet arrived at which they were to meet." 

Question. That was before the three gentlemen appeared? 
Answer. That was the reply which I ordered the messenger to 

give to the Committee. He immediately came back and stated they 
desired an audience with the Governor. I said to him: "Tell the 
Committee to walk in." 

Question. No Committee of sixteen appeared? 
Answer. No. 

Question. These three modest gentlemen appeared? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did not they demean themselves µroperly? 
Answer. I have no fault to find with them. 
Question. You did not see the Committee of sixteen? 
Answer. No. 

Question. There was no attempt on the part of anybody else to 
enforce your attention? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. So it was really nothing hut a request, of the kind that 

has been brought out, proffered by those three gentlenrnn alone that 
you were submitted to? 

An.'.lwer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was there anything in that, that should have aroused 

any vexation? 
Answer. Only the unusual fact that they came in and demanded 

the returns before I, or-as I understood-the Council-had seen 
them. 

Question. Did they demand the returns? 
Answer. That was the form in which they desired to see them. 

• You may call it a request or a demand. 
Que~tion. Think of it carefully, and see whether you are prepared 

to swear that they came to you and demanded to see the returns, or 
did they request to see them? 

Answer. It was a request accompanied with a claim that they had 
a right. 

Question. Did you not know, that customarily parties interested in 
the elect10n as candidates, and as their counsel and friends, had been 
permitted to examine the returns for years past? 
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Answer. No; I never knew anything of the kind. 
Question. Did you ever know anything to the contrary? 
Answer. No. 
Question. At that time, when they appeared, you did not know 

that any parties had ever been refused access? 
Answer. I knew this fact, that the law required a copy of the 

returns to he placed in the hands of the Secretary of State for the 
inspection of the public ; that was the place for the people to go. 

Question. How did you know that? 
Answer. By the law and my general information. 
Question. Had you been looking up the law? 
Answer. No; but I never saw the returns in my life. 
Question. How had you occasion to know there was a copy or 

statement left with the Secretary of State for inspection? 
Answer. I do not know as I can go back to the time when I was 

not posted as to what the law required ; I always understood, and 
had seen those returns from year to year long before the Governor 
and Council had seen the others. 

Question. Between October twenty-eighth and November seven
teenth, you had not had any discussion of the matter with any of 
your Council? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Had you seen any of your Council? 
Answe1·. No. 
Question. Did you not know that the meeting of the Council on 

that day was for the purpose of receiving the report of the Com
mittee on Election Returns ? 

Answer. Not especially; I expected that would be the result 
before the meeting got through,-that they would bring the matter 
up ; I did not know whether they were prepared to report. 

Question. Nothing unpleasant took place in the colloquy between 
you and those three gentlemen, on either side? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you, when they first appeared and proffered their 

request, see any reason why it should not be granted? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you not intimate, or state to them, that at some 

near subsequent time their request would be granted? 
Answer. Yes; my opinion, my individual opinion, my judgment; 

I saw no objection to any reasonable request. 
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Question. You saw, then, no objection to their request being com
plied with, for an examination of the returns, and so told them? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Was it not then your individual judgment and belief 

that they should be allowed, in a reasonable manner, access to the 

returns? 
A1,swer. Yes, the candidates, as they appeared. 
Question. You thought that was fair? 
Answer. Yes, always. 
Question. There was nothing in the circumstances or facts sur

rounding the case on that day that rendered it obj_ectionable that the 
candidates and their counsel should be permitted access to the 
returns? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You so stated to the Committee? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did that not appear to be entirely satisfactory to the 

Committee? 
Answer. I so understood it. 
Question. When they left, did they not give you the impression 

that they were entirely satisfied with the interview? 
Answer. I had that impression. 
Question. You supposed the candidates and counsel would be per

mitted access to the returns? 
Answer. I had that impression. 
Question. How soon after they left you, before the meeting of the 

Council was held in the Council Room? 
Answer. Immediately; I do not know how long. 
Question. The same afternoon? 
Answer. A few minutes. 
Question. When these three gentlemen left you, did you not go 

into the Council immediately and open the session? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was not this matter of the returns and of the report of 

the Election Committee brought up ? 
Answer. Yes; and the request which they made that they have a 

time fixed when the returns should be formally opened, as it wa-s 
termed ; it was for that reason that a vote was taken, which I think 
you will find on the record, that the parties be allowed twenty days 
from that time. 
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Questfon. The subject matter of returns was brought up in the 

meeting? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Then the Committee on Election Returns reported, as 

is found in the Blotter, that they had proceeded to open and tabu
late them and that they then submitted the tabulations of said 

returns? 
Answer. Something of that kind; the object was to have it un

derstood that the returns were opened. 
Qiwstion. Did you then state, or had you before, to the Council, 

the request that had been made to you by Messrs. Dingley, Lindsey 
and Emery? 

Ansu;er. I presume I did; I cannot state positive; I did at that 
meeting, probably. 

Question. Did you state to them what grounds you had taken, 
what encouragement you had given? 

Answer. I presume I did. 
Questfon. The talk you had with these three gentlemen was gen-

eral,-about the election returns? 
Answer. Thnt was the subject. 
Question. No distinction about the particular kinds of returns? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Only a general talk about the returns? 
Answer. That was it. 
Qitestion. You supposed it applied to that? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did JOU find at once opposition on the part of the gen

tlemen of the Committee of the Council? 
Answer. I do not know that there was any opposition, otherwise 

than it was an unusual thing ; and, when the Governor and Council 
had opportunity to examine the returns, the parties should have an 
opportunity to compare them. 

Que8tion. Was there anything done by the Council to carry out 
the suggestion, made by you to the gentlemen who had just left you, 
that they should be allowed access? 

.Answer. I think there was a vote passed that there would be 
twenty days allowed. 

Question. Did you not understand, when these gentlemen came 
to you, that what was wanted was immediate access to the returns? 

.Answer. No, sir. 
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Question. ,v as anything said between you and those gentlemen, 
when they proffered their request to yon, about a delay of twenty 
days,-or any number of days? 

Answer. No. 

Question. Did you not understand that what they desired was, 
that the parties interested in the election should be permitted then, 
or very soon, to see the returns? 

.Answer. I did not understand, particularly. All they wanted was 
a fair opportunity of examining the returns ; that is all the under
standing I had. 

Question. ,v as it not, when those gentlemen left you, your inten
tion to very soon give them opportunity of examining the returns? 

Ansu:er. I was not very particular. 
Question. What I am seeking to get at is this : was not the idea 

of the twenty days' postponement suggested in the Council, and not 
by you? • 

.Answer. There was no such thing as twenty days delay, as I un
derstood it, at all. It was to have twenty days, during which time 
they could iiave access. 

Question. Was not the suggestion, of there being any postpone
ment of the privilege of examining the returns by candidates and 
their counsel, made in the Council rather than by you? 

.Answer. I do not know as that was made at all; I do not remem
ber that it was. The question was, whether the parties should have 
access to those returns. 

Question. What was determined by the Council on the question, 
that had been submitted to you by the three gentlemen? 

Answer. The determination, so far as I understand was, that any 
gentleman who came and desired to see the returns, if he would 
bring the record of the town with him, would have the opportunity 
of comparing. That was the result of the deliberation so far as my 
recollection goes. 

Question. Do you remember of any order that was passed? 
.Answer. No, sir. 
Qiwstfon. Was it considered of importance enough to make an 

order? 
Answer. I do not think it was. 
Question. State what the conclusion was, that was reached when 

this matter of the permitting candidates or their counsel to examine 
the returns, was discussed in the Council? 
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Answer. As far as my remembrance goes, the question first came 
up, what was the object of these gentlemen corning here, demand
ing or requesting - or whatever term you please-to see these 
returns or have access to them, when there was, in the Secretary's 
office, a copy of them. And the impression was strongly conveyed 
that it was for the purpose of getting the returns and going to the 
record, and if they did not compare, to have those altered. Hence 
there was a feeling, in order to have these matters properly attended 
to, in accordance with the Constitution, it was proper for these gen
tlemen to bring their record with them, and then, if there was any 
misunderstanding about it, there they were without any collusion. 

Question . .. What was the result reached? 
Answer. I believe that was about the result of the matter, that 

that course was decided upon. 
Question. That parties would be allowed what? 
Answer. To examine the returns or to have a copy•of the record. 
Question. Was it decided that parties should have access to the 

returns that were then before the Council, or access to the statement 
of the returns in the Secret~ry of State's office? 

Answer. It was my impression-I do not think there was any 
definite vote taken-that any party, where there was any claim of 
any discrepancy between the returns and the record, should have an 
opportunity to examine. 

Question. Should have an opportunity to examine the election re
turns, themselves, that were before the Governor and Council? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. The returns had then been all gone through with and 

tabulations made by the Committee? 
Answer. I did not know that. 
Question. The report shows? 

Answer. That was the report made at the time, but that report 
was hastened or made in order to satisfy this outside pressure. It 
was rnade 1 as I understood the Committee, before they had finally 
completed the tabulation. ]\fr. Dingley and the other gentlemen 
were anxious that a time should be fixed when the twenty days 
should commence ; that is, before the final make up of the tabula
tion or issuing of the certificates. 

Question. They wished that a time should be fixed when the 
twenty days should begin to run? 

Answer. That was the point. 



TESTIMONY OF ALONZO GARCELON. 529 

Question. The twenty days had to run before the final result was 
announced? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. "\Vas there any conclusion reached at that meeting of 

the Council as to when that twenty day/ should run? 
Answer. As I understood the matter it was to begin to run from 

that time. That was the object of passing that order as I under
stand. 

Question. Did you see those gentlemen again? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Q11.,estion. Did yon see any of them again? 
Answer. l think not; I might have met one or two of the gentle

men at the hotel; I do not remember. 
Question. Did you see any other Committee representing the 

same interest these gentlemen did? 
Answer. No. In the first place Mr. Dingley came in alone as 

chairman of the Committee, then went out and reported to the Com
mittee, and then he came back with Mr. Lindsey and Mr. Emery; 
that is all the Committee I saw. It was all done in a half hour or 
less. 

Question. Did you then see, yourself, any of the returns? 
Answe1·. No, sir. 
Question. Do you still state it was on November seventeenth, 

when you first met together at that session, that the Council Com
mittee concluded that parties should be permitted to see the returns 
only when they presented copies of the records? 

Answer. I do not think it was at that meeting. I think it was 
probably a few sessions subsequently, but I cannot say definitely, 
but the matter was talked over and that conclusion was arrived at. 

Question. Then did you come to any conclusion on the seven
teenth day when these gentlemen were there waiting the result, or 
was the whole thing hung up for several days? 

Answe1·. I should think likely the whole thing was hung up; I 
cannot remember positive. The matter was in abeyance? 

Questi'on. You do not think anything was done at that time about 
allowing parties access to the returns, either with or without public 
records? 

Answer. I have a very clear impression that the understanding 
was that when an opportunity had been given the Governor and 

34 
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Council, at least when they had had time to inspect the returns, par
ties should have ample time to look at them. 

Question. Is it not a fact that, in the deliberations of the Council on 
that evening and afternoon after the gentlemen had been to see you, 
there was a great deal of tatk made about there being an attempt 
made to force and intimidate, and bulldoze them, and that they 
finally did nothi.ng about it, and you did not report to those gentle
men afterwards ? 

.Ansiver. I presume that was substantially the fact about it. 
Conversation occurred, and the motive these men had in coming was 
discussed? 

Question. Nothing was done? 
Answer. Don't the record show that the vote was taken that the 

twenty days should be reckoned from that time? I do not put my 
.memory against the record. 

Question. It appears by the record that not till eight days after
·wards, the twenty-fifth, the Committee on Election Returns reported 
. aTid the order was passed reciting that : 

"Whereas1 Herbert M. Heath, Esq., claiming to be attorney for certain 
persons who claim to be elected to county office in Cumberland County, 
having requested permission to examine the official returns of votes for 
County officers in said county: Therefore, ordered that he be requested 

· to present to the Council certified copies of the town records of such 
.town or towns with which he believes the official returns do not compare, 
and that the Committee on Elections be and they are hereby authorized 
to compare such returns and records, and the saiu attorney shall allege 
·what corrections he desires to make, and give reasonable notice to the 
person. or persons to be affected by such correction. that he or they may 

· appear and be heard in the matter." 

Do you say that, previous to the twenty-fifth of November, any 
· a'Ction or -order had been made by the Council settling that ques
tion of tfae method in which the returns might be examined? 

Answer. I do not know as there was any order. If there was 
· it appears ht the record ; but that understanding was distinctly come 
· to at an earlier date than that ; that is my impression. 

Question. If that had been the order or understanding of the 
· Council, what necessity would there have been for passing the order 
, on the twenty-fifth? 

. .Answer. I cannot say. It was for the purpose of putting the 
thing in form, probably. 

Question. Do you know that it had been put in any form till the 
twenty-fifth? 
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Answer. I do not know. 
Q1wstion. Do you know, up to the twenty-fifth of November, of 

any candidate being permitted in any way access to o-r examination 
of the returns that were before the Governor and Council? 

Answer. I do not know anything about it. 
Question. You do not know that any candidate had been so per

mitted? 
Answer. No; or that they had not been. 
Question. Have you any knowledge of any action of the Council 

excepting what appears on the Blotter, which is their record? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You continued with the council during those days, 

along through November? 
Answer. There were several days I was here. 
Qu,estion. Whether or not during that time the Council were en-

gaged in making up the final report upon the election returns? 
Answer. I think so. 
Qiwstion. Was not that the work that mainly engaged the Council? 
Answer. Between that time and the :fifteenth of December, I think 

it was, or the sixteenth, at which time the returns were to be com
pleted, at least so far as Senators and Representatives were con
cerned. 

Question. Do you remember any action, during t~ose days of the 
Council which postponed any examination of the returns by candi
dates and their counsel, to December first? 

Answe1·. I do not remember of any such transaction. Do you 
find any record of the kind? 

Question. Do you remember any vote of the Council, approvea 
by yourself, postponing the examination of official returns, the priv
ilege of being present and examining them to candidates and theiI 
counsel to December first? 

Answer. Certain cases I presume were fixed. Applications came 
in, and different days were fixed for certain parties. 

Question. Do you remember this order which I find on the Blotter? 

"Ordered that the Secretary give public notice that the Governor and 
Conncil will be in session from Dec. 1st to 13th, for the purpose of exam
ining the official returns of votes for candidates for Senators, Represent
atives and County Officers. Candidates claiming irregularities or other 
causes presumed to vitiate their election1 will have reasonable oppor
tunity to be heard either personally or by duly authorized counsel." 

That was approved by the Governor? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was it not then and there determined that nobody, 

whether candidate, or friend, or counsel, should be permitted to see 
those returns or examine them till December first? 

Answer. No ; I do not know that it was. 
Question. Do you not recollect the order? 
Answer. I do. It was in order to satisfy the public when we 

were overslaughed by men rushing in, giving us no time to look after 
these matters; I think that order was drawn for the purpose of giv
ing the public notice when we would be able to attend to them. 

Question. What did you need to look after so much as the correc
tion of any errors, as the Council Committee had reported on 
November seventeenth that they had got through with the examina
tion and tabulation of the returns? 

Answer. I do not think that was the fact in regard to the Report ; 
I did not so understand it. 

Question. The language of the Report is, that-'' They proceeded 
to open the same and tabulate them, and now submit the tabulation 
of said returns?" 

Answer. Yes. The Governor and Council desired to examine 
that tabulation to see it was made correct. That is all the reason I 
could give ; I thought it was highly proper that they should examine 
and see if the Committee had done it properly. 

Question. So that this vote which postponed any examination on 
the part of the public till December first was five days after the 
Council had met? 

Answe1·. Yes, sir. There was other business to attend to, and 
the Council had not had opportunity to examine. 

Question. There does not appear, by the records, to have been 
any great amount of business done during that time? 

Answer. There was a great deal of business to be done often
times that was not matter of record. 

Question. Was it not important, after they appeared and made 
that request, and you had intimated to them that their request should 
be granted, that an examination of that tabulation should be pro
ceed with at once ? 

Answer. There was ample time prior to making up the list. Par
ties in various parts of the State could not get here under several 
days. 

Question. Were you not, during this time, applied to by many, 
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and did not the public solicitude increase from day to day, and the 
desire to examine those returns, as shown by repeated requests 
made to you? 

Answer. My impression is, there were a very few except a certain 
number of attorneys, who were constantly pressing upon the atten
tion of the Council, coming in with what proved to be fictitious state
ments, that they were appointed the legal attorneys. Quite a num
ber of pg,rties came in and stated to me, personally, and to others, 
as I understood, that they never employed those gentlemen to appear 
as counsel for them. 

Question. Do you refer to gentlemen of the bar? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Such as--? 
Answer. Gentlemen Bakers. 
Question. In Augusta? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Whom else? 
Answer. Mr. Heath was one of the gentlemen who came in, 

although I must give him the credit of being very gentlemanly, and 
he had every facility afforded. 

Quest-ion. He was not allowed to see the returns? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. Was he allowed privileges that no other man was? 
Answer. I think he had an opportunity of seeing the returns, soon. 
Question. Had he privileges that were not given to other parties? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Q1wstion. Why? 
Answer. For the reason that he was gentlemanly and was not 

insulting to the Governor and Council. 
Question. You made the decision, of whether or not candidates 

should be allowed to see the returns and see what their rights were, 
depend upon the gentlemanly conduct of the men who represented 
them? 

Answer . .. When attorneys came in with false statements, pretend
ing they were attorneys for gentlemen and those gentlemen came to 
us and assured us they never had employed them,-attorneys came 
in with a list of names extending the who1e length of the table
containing some men they never had seen and could not by any pos
sibility have seen,-we had reason to suppose there was a good deal 
of bogus transaction about it, and therefore did not feel to comply. 
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Questi'on. ·what harm could come from those gentlemen being 
given the same privileges that were given Mr. Heath? 

Answer. I have my reasons. It is not necessary, perhaps, I 
should state them. 

Question. Did you allow anybody the privilege you did Mr. 
Heath? 

Answer. I think other gentlemen had-or other candidates. 
Question. Previous to December first? 
Answer. No; I think not,. but after; I did not suppose it was the 

duty of the Governor and Council to give parties access to those 
returns till we had an opportunity of seeing them ourselves. 

Question. Do you think you needed all the time from November 
seventeenth to December first to look at those returns, before the 
public should be allowed to see them? 

.Answer. I think that was a short time-some fifteen hundred or 
two thousand ; I do not know how many ; but a large number-to 
look over and see they were correct and tabulated correctly, and 
my impression is the tabulation had not been made up in such form 
as we could examine it in. "\Ve had a rough Blotter or something 
of that kind, but the Clerk had not made the tabulation. 

Question. A tabulation had been made, such as it was? 
Answer. Whatever the Committee had reported upon, and that 

Report, as I understood at the time and now believe, was made for 
the purpose of satisfying the gentlemen who came as a Committee 
that an opportunity would be given them, prior to the final decision, 
of examining and seeing that those returns were correct. 

Question. Having read to you this order postponing any privilege 
of seeing the returns till December first and limiting it to the 13th, 
giving twelve days, I now ask : Do you remember that the Coun
cil passed that order at that time? 

Answe1·. I see it is on the book ; I have no doubt about it. 
Question. What were you engaged in doing with the Council on 

those election returns between November seventeenth, when the 
Committee reported the tabulation of them to the whole Council, 
and December first? 

.Answer. There were a great number of bills to be attended to 
and examined, and all that sort of thing. We had a large number 
of general bills to settle up,-and accounts. 

Question. What were you doing upon the returns? 
Answer. My impression is, they were in the hands of the Clerk, 

to make up a formal tabulation, to see how they stood. 
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Question. Had clerks any right to alter them? 
Answer. No, sir; but when they were in the hands of the Clerk, 

they could not be in the hands of the Governor and Council. 
Question. How many tabulations are there? 
.Answer. Tabulations for Senators, and for Representatives, and 

for County Officers, but the tabulations for Senators and Represen
tatives were the principal ones. 

Question. If a tabulation was made and reported on November 
seventeenth to the Council, could the clerks who were employed do 
anything more than copy that tabulation? could they change it? 

Answer. I presume not. 
Question. Is it your idea that a clerk could vary that, in a single 

figure? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Could he do anything more than to copy it? 
Answer. I think not. 
Question. That would not be a long matter? 
Answer. I think it would be considerable of a job; only one man 

could workon it. 
Question. One man could work on the Senatorial tabulation? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. Another one on the Representative? 
Answer. Excepting we lacked clerical force. 
Question. Did you lack clerical force? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Whom did you have in attendance from the Secretary's 

office? 
Answer .. Pishon. 
Question. From the Secretary of State's office? 
Answer. Mr. Sawyer was Assistant Secretary. 
Question. Was Mr. Gove there at all? 
Answer. Not when Sawyer was. 
Question. Who else was there from the Secretary's office, except

ing Sawyer, at your disposal? 
Answer. Not anybody but Pishon; I think Pishon made the 

entire tabulation, so far as I know. 
Question. Do you remember of calling in Mr. Harden, and of his 

being Qtlgaged in clerical work with them? 
Answer. He was Messenger. 
Question. Do you remember that Mr. Harden, Messenger to the· 
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Governor and Council, was called in, and that he did clerical work 
at that time, for which the Council drew, under your approval, 
report~ and warrants in payment, outside of his salary? 

Answer. I have no doubt he did, for he did a great deal of clerical 
work, a large portion of what was clone by the Governor and 

Council. 
Qitestion. You had Sawyer? 
Answer. Sawyer was Clerk of the Council, and could do no other 

work than to attend to those duties ; Harden was Messenger and 
attended to the wants of the Governor and Council ; Pishon was 
tabulating the votes. 

Qitestion. So, if you desired to hurry, you had Sawyer to do 
whatever he could and Harden to do whatever he could, and Pishon? 

Answer. We had them and they had other work to do. 
Question. When did you first see those tabulations? 
Answer. I cannot say ; I think not till very near the close of the 

time when they were to be made up. 
Question. Do you remember of examining those tabulations be

tween November seventeenth and December first? 
Answer. No, sir. Possibly occasionally a return might have been 

shown to me, but I have no distinct remembrance about it. 
Question. What part or parcel did you have in the work of com

pleting and perfecting those tabulations, if any? 
Answer. I had none, excepting when any question of error came 

up. A gentleman whom I have seen here, :Mr. Powers, came into 
my room one day and said there had been a mistake made in the 
tabulating of a certain name and called my attention to it, and I got 
the record and saw that the mistake was made and had it corrected, 
and so of several others when gentlemen called my attention to it. 

Question. Do you refer to this instance as taking place between 
November seventeenth and December first? 

Answer. I cannot tell when it was. 
Question. I am trying to confine your mind to what occurred be

tween November seventeenth and December first? 

Answer. I cannot tell; I do not have any distinct remembrance. 
Question. You have no recollection that anybody during that time 

was allo,wed to examine the returns ? 
Answe1·. No, sir. 
Question. You have no idea they were? 
Answer. No. 
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Question. During that time was your attention called, by any 
member of the Council or by any person, up to December first, to 
changes that needed to be made in those tabulations? 

Answer. No; I never so regarded; no I think not; I have no 
remembrance of anything of the kind. 

Question. If changes were made during that time in those tabula-
tiens were they made without your knowledge or participation? 

Answer. Yes, without my knowledge if any were made. 
Qiiestion. Or participation? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you know that many and repeated changes were 

made in those tabulations, from the time when they were first made 
up till the final Report and issuing of the certificates to candidates? 

Answer. No; I do not know of any such thing. 
Question. Have you examined those tabulations, either during 

their making up or at the time of the final Report, or since? 
Answer. I have looked over the tabulations near when or after the 

tabulations were completed, looked them over as my attention was 
called to some doubtful cases. 

Question. Do you know that, besides the tabulations, a list is 
made up accompanying the Report of the Committee on Election 
Returns, which list purports to contain the names of Senators who 
have been elected as reported by that Committee? 

Answer. I know that the law requires that to be made up by the 
Secretary of State. 

Question. Not that. Do you know that a list is made up first by 
the Committee on Election Returns, which list purports to contain 
the names of men who have been elected as Senators, and another 
list which purports to contain the names of men who have been 
elected as Representatives? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Quest'ion. Do you not know that such a list is made up by the 

Committee on Election Returns, and reported to the Council, and 
acted upon by it with the approval of the Governor? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Who is this list made up by, as reported to the Gov

ernor and Council? 
Answer. I am not sure whether made up by the Committee or the 

Secretary of State. 
Question. Is it not a fact, that it is made up by the Committee 
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on Election Returns, and after finally completed and approved by 
the Council, it then goes to the Secretary of State for him to make 
his list? 

Answer. I think that is it. 
Question. Do you remember that a list was made up by the Com

mittee on Election Returns, reported to the Council, by the Council 
examined and by you approved, as containing a list of the names of 
men who appeared to be elected Representatives and Senators?. 

Answer. I remember that an incomplete list was made up, with 
the exception of two or three doubtful cases; that is my remem
brance of the matter, and they did not make a final report till one 
or two or three days afterwards. 

Question. Do you remember that several lists were made up 
before any could be fixed and agreed on? 

Answer. No, sir; I never heard of such a thing. 
Question. Did you not so know? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Diel you not know that a list was first made up and 

submitted to the Council, containing the names of Representatives 
appearing to be elected, and that that list contained the names of 
Republicans enough to constitute a majority? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you not hear of that? 
Answer. I never heard of such a thing. 
Question. Diel you never see that list? 
Answer. I never saw it. 
Question. Diel you ever know of but one list and one Report 

made up by the Committee? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You swear here that you never saw or heard of but one 

list of elected members or Senators, made up by the Committee on 
Election Returns ? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge; I have no remembrance of seeing 
but a single list. 

Question. Did you never inspect but one list? 
Answer. I am very sure I have no remembrance of ever seeing or 

hearing of any other. 
Question. Do you remember the number of Representatives on 

the list finally approved by you who were reckoned Democrats or 
Greenbackers? 
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Answer. No ; I do not know anything about the political status of 
either party, in regard to the matter. 

Question. Had yon any doubt when you finally approved the list, 
as made out and ser-'-t to the Secretary of State for him to make up 
his list from, as to the political complexion of the men on that list? 

Answer. I knew nothing about the character of the men on that 
list. 

Qu,estion. Did you not know that that comprehended, as you sup

posed, seventy-eight names of Democrats or Greenbackers? 
Answer. I did not know anything about the political standing of 

any of the parties. They were all strangers to me; I never 
inquired into it. 

Question. Do you state that, when that list was finally constituted 
and sent to the Secretary of State, approved by you, you did not 
know under that list which party had a majority? 

Answer. I do state that, positive. 
Qitestion. You had never, yourself, made any reckoning? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. vVas it a surprise to you, when it came out seventy-

eight Democrats and Greenbackers? 
Answer. I did not so understand. 
Question. What was your understanding? 
Answer. All the understanding was, the talk I heard, that there 

were seventy-six or seventy-seven ; I do not know anything about 
the political status of the parties. 

Question. Did you not know, at that time, when the final list was 
sent to the Secretary of State, approved by you, that it contained a 
majority who were Democrats, or Greenbackers? 

Answer. I presume such was the case, from the fact there were 
twelve Representatives from the cities who were known to be 
Republicans,-Lewiston, Portland, Rockland, Bath and Saco,
who did not receive their certificates. 

Question. Did you not know that, independent of everybody 
thrown out, that list which you sent to the Secretary of State, con
tained a majority of Democrats and Greenbackers? 

Answe1·. I did not know that from personal inspection-only gen
eral information-what I saw in the papers. As to the complexion 
of the parties, I knew nothing about their standing. 

Question. Was not the matter in your mind and, with members 
of the Council, canvassed, as to the politics of each man who 
appeared upon that roll? 
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Answer. No, not so far as I am concerned, or know. 
Question. Did you not know, from the conversations there, and 

from the general information furnished by newspapers as to particu
lar cases, what were the politics of each man on that list? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. I ask you again: Are you willing to swear here, and do 

you swear, that when you made up your list, or it was approved by 
yon, and sent to the Secretary of State, for him to make his list of 
Representatives from, that you did not then believe and know that 
it contained upon it a majority-more than half of the whole House 
of Representatives-of Demo_crats and Greenbackers? 

Answer. I did not know the fact. 
Question. Did you not believe that to be the fact? 
Answer. I had the impression from what I saw in the newspapers, 

but as matter of fact I did not know. 
Question. How could the newspapers know what your list was? 
Answer. I do not know as they could. 
Question. How could you get any information from the newspa

pers as to what your list was? 
Answer. I do not know as I did. When that matter was decided 

or examined by me, I did not know the character of the gentlemen 
who were elected, and I do not know to-day. 

Question. Did you not know, when you issued the certificates 
based upon that list, to members elect, under the action of the Gov
ernor and Council, that you were issuing certificates to Democrats 
and Greenbackers enough to cover a majority of the House,-to 
make a quorum? 

Answer. No, sir; I did not know the character of those gentle
men at all ; I did not inquire into it and did not desire to. 

Question. ,v-hen you issued a certificate to a member you did not 
know his politics ? 

Answer. Exactly. 
Question. After the certificates were issued and after the result 

had become public, was it then you fii·st knew yon had issued a 
majority of the certificates to Democrats and Greenbackers? 

Answer. So far as my knowledge goes. 
Question. You were acting, up to the time of the issuing of them, 

entirely ignorant of any such purpose? 
Answer. I was acting purely on the ground of constitutional law 

in regard to those cases. regardless of what the facts were as to 
their politics. 
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Question. Did you not know under yourconstruction of Constitu
tional law when a Republican was counted out or a Democrat or 
Greenbacker counted in? 

.Answer. No; I did not ask anything about the politics of a man, 
and I do not know to-day quite a number. 

ALONZO GARCELON, resunied, March 12, P. M. 

Question. When we went to dinner I was examining you with 
reference to the final lists of Senators and Members. From what 
list did you act in making out certificates for the Senate and House? 

Answer. No other than the returns themselves. 
Question. Did you, yourself, examine each return and all the tab

ulations, or did you make out your certificats from a list. 
Answer. Of course I did not examine all the returns myself, only 

those there was any question about. 
Question. From what list did you make out the certificates? 
Answer. No other than the returns themselves, as they were tab-

ulated. 
Question. How did you get at the result? 
Answer. With the list that the Committee made out. 
Question. From the Reports of the Committee on Elections, who 

made a final list that you acted from? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And which was sent to the Secretary of State, for him 

to make up his list from? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you, in any way, help to make up that list? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. That list was made up, was it not, in a Report from the 

Committee on Election Returns, as the final result of their exami
nation? 

Answer. I understand so. But the report, as made at first, was 
not made in full, and perhaps the answer I gave, that I did not 
assist in making up the list, might properly be modified, in that 
several cases were referred to me, as to what my judgment was, as 
to the correct determination. That is the modification. 

Question. Do you remember what some of those cases were? 
Answer. I remember one case in particular-that of Dr. Smith, 

Senator elect from Lincoln-in regard to the initials. 
Question. What other case? 
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Answer. My recollection is, that Mr. Powers called my attention 
to one case, where I saw that the name "Alford," or "Alfard," was 
not so tabulated, but was tabulated the same as "Alfred." I caused 
that to be corrected afterwards. ·with a few of those corrections, 
the answer is correct. 

Que.'ition. Do you recollect any other? 
Answer. I think the question of the Hills, in the Exeter case, and 

a few questions of that kind, where there was any question. 
Question. The final list, or lists, covering Senators and Members, 

after being submitted to you, was approved by you, was it not? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And that was the list upon which you acted in giving 

the certificates, and upon which the Secretary of State acted in 
making out his roll? 

Answer. I suppose so; I have no knowledge of anything to the 

contrary. 
Questfon. I pass to you paper marked "Exhibit L, G. D. B., 

Clerk of Committee," dated, "In Council Dec. 13, 1879," with the 
following heading : 

"The Committee on Election Returnsi to which was referred the 
returns of votes given in on the eighth day of September, 1879. in the 
several cities, towns and plantations, in the State. for Representatives to 
the fifty-niuth Legislature, having carefully examined the same report in 
part that the following named persons appear to have received a plurality 
of votes cast in their respective districts, and are elected Representatives 
thereof, viz:'' 

Examine that and see if you ever have seen it before, or exam
ined it, or had any part in its make up? 

Answer. [vVitness examines paper.] I cannot tell you. 
Question. You have looked at the paper since I handed it to you, 

have you? 
Answer. I have. 
Question. Do you recognize that as a paper you have ever seen 

before? 
Answer. I do not remember that I ever examined it particularly; 

I presume the Report was made in Council, accepted and approved 
and it passed directly to the hands of the Secretary as was usually 
the case. 

Que8tfon. Do you recognize the hand writing in which the body 
of the Report is made ? 

Answer. I should judge that to be Mr. Pishon's hand writing, but 
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I cannot say. He was the man who made the tabulations. I am 
not sufficiently familiar with the hand writing to swear, but it looks 
like his. 

Question. You have no doubt that is an official document? 
Answer. I presume that to be, so far as I have any knowledge. 
Question. Did you notice, in looking this over, that in several 

cases this Report has been changed, the names of persons first writ
ten in as Representatives have been erased or crossed out with an 
ink line, and other names written in instead? 

Answer. I noticed one name. 
Question. Look at the county of Androscoggin, and state what 

name you find that had first been written in and erased, and what 
name written in instead ? 

Answer. The name of '' William H. Thomas" was first written 
in, and then '' Leonard H. Beal." 

Question. The name of "William H. Thornas" was first carried 
out, and then stricken out? 

Answer. Yes, and the name of "Leonard H. Beal" written in, 
in pencil. 

Question. Was the certificate in that case given to Mr. Beal? 
Answer. I think so. That was one of the cases that the 'final 

decision was not made till a clay or two before or almost up to the 
time. 

Question. Look at the next county, Aroostook? 
Answer. The name of "John Burnha1n," in the Sherman District, 

is erased, and '' Alfred Cushman" is written instead. 
Question. To whom was the certificate given by you, in that case? 
Answer. I think to Cushman. That was the case to which my 

attention was called ; I think Mr. Powers stated to me that the tab
ulation was wrong ; I looked, and found he was right as regards 
"Alfred" and "Alford." He further stated to me, that Burnham 
would be elected, but on looking at the tabulation I found that was 
not the fact, even changing the Alfred. 

Question. The next is Franklin? 
Answer. "John R. Eaton" is struck out, and "James 0. White" 

written in. 
Question. ·who received the certificate in that case? 
Answer. White. 
Question. Pass to the next, Hancock county? 
Answer. " Oliver P. Bragdon" stricken out and "James Flye" 

substituted. 
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Question. Who received the certificate there? 
Answer. I do not know; I have no remembrance. 
Question. Don't you remember whom you gave it to? 
Answer. No; I don't remember the case; I remember something 

about Oliver P. Bragdon but nothing about the opposing candidate 
or the one to whom certificate was given. 

Question. You did not know what Bragdon's politics were? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. And don't to-day? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did not know Flye's politics? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Don't to-day? 
Answer. I never heard. 
Question. What's the next? 
Answer. The next is Embden. "Amos W. Hilton" is stricken 

out and '' Amos Hilton" written in. 
Question. Any recollection about that? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Don't remember who had the certificate? 
Answer. No, sir. That is all there are, I believe. 
Question. As you go along, do you notice, on the left hand margin 

of the page, letters opposite certain names? 
Answe1·. I notice the letter "G." 
Question. Opposite the names? 
Answer. Opposite certain names. 
Question. Do you know what was the significance of that letter 

"G," as marked opposite those names? 
Answer. No; I presume, but I have no knowledge; I never saw 

them there before. 
Question. What do you suppose? 
Answer. I presume it means "Greenbacker." 
Question. But you knew nothing of anything of the kind at the 

time? 
Answer. Nothing. 
Question. Do you know whether you made out your certificates to 

Representatives from this, or from another one, made up later? 
Answer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. You have no knowledge? 
Answer. No; only that the certificates were brought to me and I 

presumed they were in accordance with the list. 
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Question. This list, or which ever was the list finally adopted, 
must have been accepted by the whole Council and approved by the 
Governor before it would have official force? 

Answer. I presume so; that was the understanding. 
Question. Have you any recollection whether you approved this 

list or not? 
Answer. I have a recollection that I approved the Report that was 

made at the time. There were three or four cases at the time the 
Report was made, that were deferred, and subsequently acted upon 
separately. 

Question. ·whatever list you finally approved, making it the act 
of the Governor and Council as a basis for you to act upon in issu
ing certificates, you approved with a knowledge of what it contained? 

Answer. I so understand it. 
Question. Did I understand you correctly, before dinner, to state 

that, when that list was completed, approved by you and became of 
official force, and was the basis of your action in granting certificates, 
you did not know what were the politics of the different gentlemen 
whose names were found upon the fo,t, and to whom you gave cer
tificates? 

Answe1·. I so state; excepting in a.v~ry few instances. 
Question. Did you not know that you were issuing certificates to 

seventy-eight Democrats and Greenbackers, and sixty-one Repub
licans, and had thrown out twelve other members from different 
cities and towns ? 

Answer. No, sir; I knew we had not given certificates to other 
members ; I cannot say how many; I only knew of each individual 
case being decided upon its merits. 

Question. Did you not know you were issuing certificates to
seventy-eight Democrats and Greenbackers and sixty-one Repub
licans? 

A.nswi?r. I did not know that, and do not know it to-day. 
Question. That matter was not discussed in your presence, as to

the number you were making up of Fusionists? 
Answer. I do not think I ever heard the matter discussed. 
Question. Or the number of Republicans you were giving cer-

tificates to? 
Answer. I do not remember. 
Question. You do not remember? 
.Answer. No. 

35 
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Question. vVas not the question discussed, whether or not you 
were issuing certificates enough to make a quorum of Democrats 
and Greenbackers? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge 1 in the Council. 
Question. "\Vas it anywhere else? 
Answer. I heard some general talk about it in the street, or in the 

house, or about the premises, but no definite knowledge. 
Qitestion. With whom did you talk more or less upon that subject 

,outside of the Council? 
Answer. I cannot tell you. The matter was referred to incident

ally by several parties; I cannot recall the names of anybody now. 
Question. You did not know, when you issued the certificates, that 

you were giving seventy-eight to one party and sixty-one to the 
, other, and throwing out twelve cities and towns? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You swear to that now, as before dinner? 
Answer. Yes, I do. 
Question. When did you first learn that you had happened to 

issue certificates to seventy-eight Greenbackers and Democrats and 
sixty-one Republicans? 

Answer. I cann,ot tell you exactly when; I saw it in the papers, 
probably. 

Question. Learned from the papers? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. But before that you did not know, from your own 

knowledge, or from general repute, or from discussion in the Coun
cil? 

Answer. No, sir. The first intimation I ever had, that called 
my attention at all to it, was on a slip of paper I picked up in the 
Council Chamber, I think several days after the issuing of the cer
tificates, on which, if my recollection serves me, was a rough sketch 
-that there would be about seventy and seventy-one, I think, or 
seventy and seventy-two on either side. That was the only thing. 
There was no name to it, and I put no reliance on that. 

Question. You found afterwards, on the table of the Council, a 
memorandum of' figuring of the political result, that showed seventy 
on one side and seventy-one on the other? 

Answer. I think, something like that ; I will not be positive to 
the number, but nearly balanced. 

Question. When you found that, did you not know that was 
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entirely different from the political complexion of the House as 
made by your certificates? 

Answer. No, sir; I did not know anything about it. 
Question. When you found that memorandum, stating it was about 

evenly divided, some time after you issued the certificates, you did 
not know but that memorandum was a true statement of the facts? 

Answer. I did not know whether true or false; I saw it was 
figuring on a sheet of paper, by somebody; I did not know how it 
came there. 

Qitestion. When did you first learn there were seventy-eight Dem-
ocrats and Green backers and sixty-one Republicans? 

Answer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. Was it a surprise to you when you learned it? 
Answer. I was a little surprised; rather a pleasing one, too. The 

real fact about it was, I cared but little about it. 
Question. So, that really all your action in that had no view what

ever as to the political complexion of the houses and you did not 
know what that political complexion was till after the result was 
announced? 

Answer. I swear to that. 
Question. So that, if there was any object, on the part of any 

gentlemen there who were instrumental in making up this list, to 
secure a result you knew nothing about it? 

Answer. I knew nothing of it and had no hand or part other than 
to decide each individual case by the merits of the case, as I under
stood the Constitution and law. 

Question. You endeavored in each case to do it? 
Answer. I did endeavor to do it and believe I did do it. 
Question. The marks of " G" along on the margin of this list 

were not made by you? 
Answer. No ; nor any other mark on any other tabulation or list 

that can be produced. 
Question. If anybody did that for the purpose of getting informa-

tion it was without your knowledge? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You were in complete ignorance of that feature? 
Answer. I was entirely. 
Question. I understood you to state that your only object in com

pleting this examination and arriving at the results upon which you 
were to issue certificates, was to carry out the Constitution and the 
laws? 
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Answe1·. Yes, sir. 
Question. You have so stated have you not, in many places since 

that time, both in private and public? 
Answer. I have. 
Question. You still adhere to that now? 
Answer. I do still adhere to that statement. 
Question. Is it your belief that it was possible for you, in a mat

ter of this importance, to have arrived at a result based upon the 
Constitution and laws, without understanding the merits of each 
contested case? 

Answer. I suppose such a thing might be possible, providing the 
facts were not produced before me, but, as they appeared on the 
returns, I think not. 

Question. It was your endeavor in each case, where any question 
arose, to examine, yourself, into the merits of each case and the 
points upon which it was decided? 

Answer. In regard to cases that came to my knowledge, where I 
understood there was any dispute. 

Question. You were called upon to issue every certificate? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you feel justified in doing that without knowing 

the grounds upon which every man who was counted out, was 
counted out? 

.Answer. I do not understand that anybody was counted out. The 
returns came in ; there was the case of one town and another ; the 
question was what were those returns? did they correspond with the 
Constitution and laws? and an examination of those indicated to my 
mind, so far as it was possible to obtain any knowledge in them, 
what I regarded as the correct decision. 

Question. Whether you were able to intelligently arrive at that 
conclusion, that you were carrying out the Constitution and laws, 
unless you knew what the points were in the case and how the law 
applied? 

Answer. I think I was doing perfectly right, because the law does 
not make the Governor and Council the judges as to the party who 
is actually elected, but simply upon the legality of the returns. 

Question. Confining yourself to the legality of the returns, were 
you able to carry out the Constitution and laws in any given case 
unless you knew about that case? for instance, was it safe for you 
to depend upon the Council without looking into it yourself? 
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Answer. I presumed the Council were honorable men, and honest, 
and reported the tabulation of the returns correctly. In a great 
majority of cases where there was no question, as I understood, I 
did not personally look into the matter; but where there was a case 
of doubt I looked into the matter and decided as I thought best, so 
far as my own judgment went, in regard to this, that or the other 
particular case. 

Q,uestion. Did you believe, either by the confidence which you had 
in the Council or by your own examination, that in every case where 
a certificate was issued you were based upon the Constitution and 
laws? 

Answer. That was my judgment and belief. 
Question. You believed you were acting not only honestly but 

intelligently? 
Answer. I have been called a natural born fool in some papers, 

and perhaps I was not capable of exercising any intelligence, but, 
so far as the honesty is concerned, I did that which I believed to be 
perfectly legitimate. 

Question. Yon did not believe you were proceeding in a blind way? 
Answer. I did not think so. 
Question. You believed you were acting honestly and intelligently? 
Answer. That was my judgment. 
Question. By the time the final list was made out, you knew there 

had been a good deal of controversy about different cases? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And about what law could be invoked to reject a return 

or admit it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And all of the various questions that had come up by 

that time had been fully discussed by the public in the State of 
Maine, and elsewhere? 

Answer. I think so. 
Question. And also by the members of the Council, and your

self? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. In arriving at the result upon which you acted, were 

certain rules laid down and certain principles adopted under which 
yon acted in certificating men for the Senate and House? 

Answer. There were. 
Question. Do you remember that there was a promulgation through 
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the Committee on Election Returns, of the propositions upon which 
they had acted in completing the list? 

Answer. I do not know to what you refer. 
Question. Do you not remember, that near the end of this contro

versy a Report from the Committee on Election Returns of the rea
sons upon which they had acted, appeared from them? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was that Report, and the announcement of the propo

sitions contained in it, made without consultation with you? 
Answer. I think not; I think the matter was discussed. 
Question. '\Vas it made, then, after consultation with you, in con

formity with your views, or did you, or do you take issue with the 
views presented there? 

Answer. So far as I remember, there is no issue to be taken; so 
far as I understand. 

Questz'.on. So far as you understand, the propositions contained in 
that Report embody not only the Council's views of the law, but 
your own? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You so believe now? 
Answer. I do. 
Question. Was it your endeavor, and your course of action, to 

make application of the same principles of law which governed you 
to both sides, politically? 

Answer. Precisely, in every instance. 
Q1wstion. So that, wherever a rule was laid down you made it 

cut clear through? 
Answer. That was the design. I believe it was carried out, so 

far as I know. 
Question. Do you remember a single instance where a Republican 

or Democrat was allowed to correct the roll, as to the name of the 
candidate? 

Answer. Not an instance. 
Question. What was the rule adopted by the Committee where 

the returns showed a difference in the name of a candidate ; two 
names appearing nearly similar but actually different ; did you count 
them for one or each? 

Answer. I counted them for each, under the rule of the Supreme 
Court. 

Question. You made that an invariable rule? 
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Answer. So far as I know ; I never have known of any instance 
to the contrary and never heard of any. 

Questz'.on. Do you recollect the case of the Washington County 
Candidate for Senator on the Fusion ticket, John T. Wallace, Jr.? 

Answer. I do. 
Qiiestion. In that case some of the returns were for '' J olm T. 

Wallace"? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How were they counted? 
Answer. John T. ·wallace, as I supposed. 

Question. Not for John T. Wallace, Jr. 
Answer. No. 
Question. vVas it on the principle you had applied in certain 

Republican cases that you acted in that case? 
Answer. Precisely, as I understand the matter. There was some 

discussion upon this question of "Jr." I understood it was an affix 
which applied to a different person from John T. ·w allace. For 
instance, there is Nelson Dingley and a Nelson Dingley, Jr., two 
gentlemen living in my place; one of them, Nelson Dingley, Jr., 
has been voted for for Governor and elected, and the other, quite as 
respectable and worthy, is named, Nelson Dingley. There is no 
possible way of counting those votes as one. I agreed with the 
Opinion of the Court that there was no possible way of' coming to a 
conclusion without so deciding. I am very positive I saw the tabu
lation of "John T. Wallace, Jr.," in a separate column. 

Question. Of these Washington county returns, did you make a 
special examination, yourself? 

Answer. Only in two or three cases, where there was a question. 
Question. And where this question of name came up? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Questfon. That was one of the propositions laid down and acted 

upon by you and the Council? 
Answer. I so understood. That was a proposition laid down, and 

I supposed it to have been acted upon in every instance; it was, so 
far as I know. 

Question. I find in the Report, and I call your attention to it, that 
another proposition laid down was, that each of the Selectmen or 
municipal officers signing, must sign themselves? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And that where it appeared that the signatures were 

evidently in one hand writing, the return was thrown out? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was that another rule adopted? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And insisted upon, religiously? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qitestion. On both sides? 
Answer. I so understand it. 
Question. I find, also, and call your attention to it, that the .Coun

cil adopted a rule that the whole number of ballots must be correctly 
stated. Was that rule adopted and followed out? 

Answer. Correctly stated? 
Question. That the whole number of ballots in the return must 

appear. 
Answer. "Must appear;" yes, that was the rule. 
Qiwstion. )Vas that rule followed? . 
Answer. Yes, sir. In one instance or two, I guess, for instance 

in the city of Augusta, there was evidently a clerical error in n~aking 
the return of the whole number of ballots the same as the persons 
voted for, where it was evident that the number of votes were 
counted as ballots, and the case was admitted. 

Question. But if there was an error in the actual number of votes 
cast for the candidate, which did not agree with the whole number 
as given? 

Answer. If it did not explain itself. There was considerable dis
cussion on the question whether the city of Augusta ought to come 
under that rule. 

Question. If you found, for instance, there was a mistake in 
reckoning up for Senators all the votes for each one of four, thus 
doubling or quadrupling the number of votes, and that mistake 
appeared to correct itself you did not throw out? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. But in any case where the whole number of ballots was 

stated and gave the number of votes for the candidates, and they 
,did not add up that way, you threw out? 

Answer. Yes, we rejected. 
,Question. All the way through? 
Answer. I so understand. 
Question. Applied to both? 
Answer. I understand so. 
Qiwstion. You so understood and do now? 
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Answer. Yes. 

Question. For instance, if the whole number of ballots was stated 
to be five hundred, and the votes forthe different candidates amounted 
to four hundred and eighty, it was thrown out? 

Answer. Yes ; rejected, because there was a discrepancy, and you 
could not tell. That was the principle upon which the decision was 
made. 

Question. Of course, if no whole number of ballots was stated at 
all it was thrown out? 

Answer. Yes, sir, rejected. 
Question. That was a fatal error? 
Answer. We so regarded. 
Question. Was it another rule adopted that where it did not 

appear that the returns were made up and sealed up in open town 
meeting they were rejected? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. That rule cut clear through on both sides? 
Answer. Yes ; I believe there is only one case that occurred ; that 

is my remembrance. 
Q,uestion. What case was that? 
Answer. A town on the Penobscot; I forget it now; was it Stock

ton? 
Qiwstion. You do not remember any other that was affected by 

that fact? 
Answer. Not that I remember of; I examined what was alleged 

to be the return, or the envelope, and it was perfectly.clear to my 
mind it never had been sealed or attempted to be sealed. 

Question. Do you mean that your point was that the returns were 
not made up or were not sealed up in open town meeting? 

Answer. That they were not sealed up. 
Qnestion. Was one proposition that you went on, that the return 

must be made up in open town meeting? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Do you remember whether that affected any case? 
Answer. I do not. 
Question. Diel you make another rule, that where no number of 

votes appeared opposite the name of the candidate, the return was 
rejected? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qiwstion. Did you follow that rule? 
Answer. I so understand it. 
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Question. Equally applicable to both parties? 
Answer. I so understand it. 
Question. ·what course in reference to questions coming up under 

these different rules, which you made for both sides, did the Gov
ernor and Council pursue as to allowing corrections under the stat
ute of eighteen hundred and seventy-seven? 

Answer. By the record. 
Question. Did you allow corrections to be made by the record? 
Answer. ,v o did; where there was any correction to be made, so 

far as I know. I do not remember where the record was brought in 
that there was any disagreement between the record and the return. 

Qitestion. Do you remember any case where the errors appearing 
on the face of the returns were corrected by the record? 

Answer. I do not. 
Question. Do you think there was any case on either side where 

that was permitted? 
.Answer. I think not; I cannot recollect any. 
Question. Was that course applied equally to Republicans as well 

as Democrats and Greenbackers? 
Answer. I understand so; intended to be. 
Question. No correction was made by reason of the record appear

ing to be different from the returns? 
Answer. Not so far as I know; I heard of no case. 
Question. You would feel you ought to know about it, to have 

eciclecl it? 
Answer .• Yes, sir. 
Question. You would have taken pains to examine into it? 
Answer. I think I did; that was my understanding. 
Question. The responsibility rested upon you to issue the certifi

cates? 

Answer. Yes, sir. No case was presented to me but the record 
agreed ; for instance, in the city of Portland, and town of Danforth, 
and several other towns that I do not remember particularly now. 

Question. ·where the name was spelled differently, what was your 
rule, to count it for the two, or one? 

Answer. My rule was, to count it as it was written. 
Question. Not for the one man? 
.Answer. For both. 
Question. It would, of course, deprive the candidate of a certain 

number of votes? 
Answer. It might, and might not. 
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Questfon. That was applied to both sides? 
Answer. It ·was designed to so apply in both instances. 
Question. I go back to your statement of the rule adopted in the 

instance of John T. "\Vallace, Jr., and also your statement that no 
correction was made by the record, and ask you to examine the Sen
atorial return from Robbinston, in Washington county, and from that 
read to me the candidates' names as they appear, and the number of 
votes opposite each? 

.Answer. "Austin Harri'.s, 95; Alden radfvrd, 97; .James R. 
Talbot, 63; .John T. lVallace, 65." 

Question. That is clearly ".John T. vVallace?" 
Answer. Yes; no doubt about it; isn't it so tabulated? 
Question. I ask you to look at the Senatorial tabulation of Rob

binston, and see to whom the sixty-five votes, under this rule which 
you established for both sides, are tabulated and given? 

Answer. ".John T. Wallace, .Jr." 
Question. He received the benefit of the sixty-five votes? 
Answer. He did. 
Question. Which, by the return, were given to ".John T. lValla,ce ?" 
Answer. Yes; but in another place here is ".John T. Wallace," in 

town of Talmage. 
Question. But how does Robbinston read? 
Answer. That seems to be a mistake in tabulating, or a design; 

I cannot say which. 
Question. Did you know anything about that? 
Answer. No; I looked at the tabulation of John T. Wallace

the number of votes, and found he was not elected, any how, so that 
did not make any difference ; so I did not look at all the returns. 

Question. But, in making up the tabulation this rule was not 
followed? 

Answer. It seems it was not in that case. 
Question. So there is an instance where it did not apply? 
.Answer. Yes, so far as that town was concerned. 
Question. Did you know what were the politics of John T. Wal-

lace, Jr.? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did not know but he was a Republican? 
Answer. I do not know to-day but he is a Republican. 
Question. Look at the return from the town of Deblois and see 

for whom the vote is thrown there, "John T. Wallace" or "John T. 

Wallace, Jr." 
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Answer. "John T. Wallace." 
Que.-;tion. Look at the tabulation and see for whom it is counted? 
Answer. It is put down for "John T Wallace, Jr." 
Question. Did you know that? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. That then was against this rule of yours? 
Answer. Yes ; but after looking at the tabulation and seeing the 

votes returned for ''John T. vV allace," I looked at the result and 
saw it made no sort of difference, and I did not look any further. 

Question. But when those tabulations were made up from time to 

time nobody could tell the result? 
Answer. No, sir; that was wrongly tabulated. 
Question. Against the rule which you adopted? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. That was in the interest of John T. Wallace, Jr. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. By the Robbinston return sixty-five votes were added 

to John T. ·wallace, Jr.'s list wrongfully? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qu,estion. And by Deblois seventeen more? 
Answer. Yes; and the presumption is that that tabulation was 

made by the Committee before the rule was adopted. 
Question. That was not a thing you examined into? 
.Answer. That tabulation, as to comparison, no, I never compared 

the returns. 
Question. You do not know the ground on which that Robbinston 

vote was thrown out or tabulated for "John T. ,vallace, Jr.?" 
Answer. No. 
Question. If that was done by the Council on any ground, you 

were not informed of it? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. If you had been informed of it, you wonl<l have had 

that tabulation taken away from "John T. vVallace, Jr.?" 
Answer. Most assuredly. . 
Question. Did you ever hear of this affidavit, marked "Exhibit 9, 

G.D. B., Clerk of Cmnniittee," the affidavit or Hiram Hunt? [Mr. 
HALE reads affidavit of Hiram Hunt. J And there are, following that, 
to the same effect, the affidavits of S. O'Brion and J. W. Cox, affi
davits taken by E. K. Smart; do you know him personally? 

Answer. He was at my place one day, I think, last week or week 
before last,-the first time I ever saw him. 
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Question. From Pembroke? 
Answer. He said he was. 
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Question. You never had know him at the time he took those 
affidavits? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. There is an affidavit made by three voters out of sixty

five, that, although they voted for John T. Wallace, they intended 
to vote for J olm T. Wallace, Jr., and that all of the rest of the sixty
five intended to vote for John T. Wallace, Jr., and put upon the files 
with papers of the Governor and Council. Should you consider that 
authority for correcting the return and counting it for John T. Wal
lace, Jr.? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Do you or not, hold that to have been a rank violation 

of law and the principles on which you were acting? 
Answer. I do. 
Question. Do you deny you took any part in that? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And denounce it as having been opposed to your rule of 

action? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Had you known of that would you have rejected this 

affidavit at once and tabulated it for John T. Wallace? 
Answer. I should have paid no attention to the affidavit and tabu

lated it for John T. Wallace. 
Question. Did you know anything of the doings of this man 

Smart, in going about getting affidavits upon which returns were to 
be corrected ? 

Answer. Not till within the last few days. 
Question. Had you ever heard of this affidavit till I presented it 

to you now? 
Answer. No; I never heard of such a thing. 
Question. While these things, such as I have just called your 

attention to; were being done by the Committee of the Council, 
where were they holding, their sessions? 

Answer. I presume in the Council Room ; I have no knowledge of 
any other session. 

Question. Where was the Governor's room in relation to the room 
of the Council? 

Answer. The adjoining room. 
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Question. ·with a door opening between? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And constant communication, is there not, between the 

two? 
Answer. There might be. 
Question. Is not that the common course of business? 
Answer. Yes, sir; when any necessity; frequently that is the 

case. 
Question. The door is open much of the time? 
Answer. Not but very little when I was there. 
Que~tion. Has it not been your habit to run in and out, spending 

part of the time in the Governor's Room and part of the time in the 
room of the Council? 

Answer. Very seldom, excepting when in session. 
Question. \Vere not the Council in the habit of running in and 

out of your room and conferring with you about matters? 
Answer. It might be said to be a habit, but not very frequent. 
Question. I find by the Council Blotter, that during this time 

you were present during almost every day of the meeting of the 

Council? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Qiiestion. ,vhere was your time usually spent? 
Answer. In the Executive Chamber, looking after matters per-

taining to my own duties. 
Question. During the time they were tabulating these returns? 
Ans iv er. Yes, sir. 
Q1iestion. Would it not have been natural, after you had adopted 

certain propositions that were to be carried straight through and 
equally applied to both sides, that they should confer with you when 
a case came up? 

Answer. I have no doubt they did. 
Question. Yet you say this Robbinston matter never was brought 

to your attention? 
Answer. It never was. The blank tabulation was made between 

the last of October and the seventeenth of November, and I cannot 
say how much of this was copied from that; but the probabilities are 
that, in copying, a mistake of this kind might have occurred. 

Question. This is the final tabulation? 
Answer. Yes; but in copying, undoubtedly, the clerk copied from 

the original tabulation. 
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BY MR. STRICKLAND: 
Question. This is not the original tabulation? 
Answer. No; I presume this to be the final tabulation. 

BY MR. HALE: 
Question. There appear, in this final tabulation, no erasures? 
Answer. No; I think there are in the copy. 
Question. Would he copy erasures? 

559 

Answer. No; the probability is, he copied the tabulation as it 
stood, and corrections were made after the first tabulation. 

Question. But this is the final tabulation, which gives the final 
result? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Upon this tabulation, which is the final result, the vote 

of Robbinston is counted for John T. Wallace, Jr.? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And upon this affidavit? 
Answer. I do not know as it had anything to do with the affidavit; 

the probability is that the vote was so counted ; I recollect very dis
tinctly ; I cannot tell the particular time the matter was brought up, 
that the question came up as to whether the tabulation-take the 
case of Wallace, a vote returned for John T. Wallace-should be 
the same as one for John T. Wallace, Jr.; I know several members 
of the Council were of the opinion it should be counted for the same 
man, and they cited authorities-I do not know but some of the 
Judges. 

Question. What was the rule finally adopted? 
Answer. That it should be counted as returned. 
Question. For the two? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qitestion. Then why does it not appear on this final tabulation? 
Answer. I suppose it was overlooked; I do not undertake to ex-

plain it ; I do not know anything about it. 
Question. That is a case you knew nothing about? 
Answer. No. In looking over that final tabulation I saw that there 

were not votes enough to elect John T. Wallace, Jr., anyhow, be
cause there are quite a number of those towns that are tabulated for 
John T. Wallace ; as he could not be elected, anyhow, I did not 
believe it was necessary to look into any details any further than 
that; I did not know of this fact; if I had, I should have insisted 
on the tabulation of the names. 
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Question. Whatever was done by the Council in this tabulation or 
any other, in that respect, was done without your knowledge? 

Answer. Yes, sir; or consent. 
Question. I come now to the rule which you adopted and which is 

stated in the Report of the Committee, that the names of the mu
nicipal officers must each be signed in person? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. That where a return appeared to be · signed all by one 

man it is rejected? 
Answer. ·where it was written in one hand writing we rejected. 
Question. That was a rule that applied both ways? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Upon this question of names I ask you to look at the 

return of the town of Kossuth, marked "Exhibit 4~ G. D. B., Clerk 
of Committee," and see how it appears by the return-the first candi

date voted for? 
Answer. That is little difficult to tell. 
Question. How does it read to you as you look at it? 
Answer. I think it reads very much like '' great A little Aron" ; 

"James R. Talbart." 
Question. Under your rule, how would that be tabulated? 
Answer. That is one of the rules I should have some considerable 

doubt about. 
Question. What does it appear there, as "Talbart ?" 
Answer. Yes. That is one of those cases where I can see that a 

man might decide it either way without any great violation of prin
ciple. 

Question. Which way do you think that was decided? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. Look at the town of Kossuth, and see to whom the 

nineteen votes which in the return are for "James R. Talbart," are 
tabulated? 

Answer. It seems to be tabulated for "James R. Talbot." 
Question. He was the Democratic candidate? 
Answer. He was so understood to be, I believe. 
Question. He received a certificate? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You think that is a case that might be decided either 

way? 
Answer. If I was tabulating that myself, I should put that in a 

separate column. 
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Question. Diel you know this was put in the column of ''James 
R. Talbot?" 

.Answer. No, sir. 
Question. That was a case where the result was very close and 

would be affected by a few votes, why did you not examine that? 
.Answer. I presume my attention was not called to the fact. 
Question. How could you know and determine in a very close case 

of a Senator, whether you were following out the Constitution 
and laws and giving the certificate to the right man, unless you 
examined it? 

Answer. I could determine nothing about the result till after the 
tabulation w~s all completed ; I must necessarily rely on the Com
mittee as regards the correctness of the tabulation, to a very great 
extent. 

Questfon. You had the tabulation before you? 
Answer. Yes ; but I presumed that to be correct, and acted upcn 

that presumption. 
Question. Who received the certificate in that case? 
Answer. James R. Talbot. I looked at the footing of the votes 

as tabulated and supposed it was tabulated correctly. 
Question. Look at that return again, where the two candidates 

stated are "James R. Talbart" and "John T. Wallace, Jr." and 
state whether the number of votes cast appears opposite either 
name? 

Answer. No ; it does not. 
QuesUon. Then you would not have tabulated that at all? 
Answer. No ; I should not. 
Questfon. That was a wrong tabulation? 
Answer. That is my judgment. 
Questfon. On double grounds? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. The act of the Council in that case was to count the 

vote for Mr. Talbot, the first candidate on the Fusion ticket, and for 
Mr. Harris the first candidate on the Republican ticket. 

Answer. That seems to be the tabulation ? 
Question. Look at the Senatorial return froll\ Staceyville, county 

of Penobscot, and see if you find just such a case, where the num
ber of votes is not carried out opposite each name but in the center 
of the names ? 

36 
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Answer. Yes, with a bracket. There is more reason for counting 
the votes here than in the other. 

Question. How would you tabulate that? 
Answer. My own judgment would be that would be fair, although 

not strictly Constitutional. 
Question. Under your rule, which obliged those numbers to appear 

,.opposite the name of the candidate, could either of them be tabu
lated? 

An.swer. No, sir. 
Q1wstion. In Kossuth, where we have just looked at the return, 

the votes ~re tabulated and given only to the first candidates, but in 
Staceyville they are counted for all? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you know anything about that difference of appli

cation? 
Answer. No, sir. I never knew anything about that. 
Question. Then that was a thing going on in the Council, in the 

next room to you, tabulations being made up, and the final tabula
tion which I have here, made up-a tabulation upon which you were 
to act-but which you knew nothing about? 

Answer. That would seem to be the fact. 
Question. If you had known of that different application of the 

rule, would you have allowed it? 
Answer. My own judgment would be that, under that rule, that 

ought not to have been allowed. 
Question. Look at the Senatorial return from the plantation of 

Lincoln ; see what the name of the third candidate is? 
Answer. Charles Rankin. 
Question. How spelled? 
Answer. R a n k i n. 
Question. For whom should that have been tabulated? 
Answer. Charles Rankin. 

Question. Look at the return under Lincoln plantation and see for 
whom it is tabulated? 

Answer. Charles Rankin. 
Qnestion. Rankin; 
Answer. It has an '' s" on the end of it. 
Question. What would you call that? 
Answer. I should say that would be doubtful. 
Question. In a case of that kind you would count it because they 

· sound very much alike? 
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.Answer. Yes; I never heard of Rankin and Rankins being two 
different names. 

Qiiestion. It is simply the addition of a letter to the end? 
Answer. Yes sir. 

Question. Do you not remember that in certain cases of Republi
cans the vote was thrown out where ''e" was added to a name? 

Answer. I do not remember any such case. 
Question. Now, I will show you from the town of Hanover, same 

county, a return, and ask you for whom the votes were thrown on 
the third name in the list ? 

Answer. Francis W. Redlond, Thirty-five." 
Question. How spelled? 
Answer. R e d 1 o n d. 
Qiwstion. Look at the tabulation of the town of Hanover and see 

who was the regular Republican candidate, how he spelled his name 
and how that is tabulated? 

Answer. Which do you call the Republican? 
Qitestion. Redlon. 

Answer. ''Redlon.'' 
Question. How is it spelled? 
Answer. R e d 1 o n. 
Question. Following the column down, the most of the Republi

can votes are tabulated for '' Francis W. Redlon?" 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. Look at the return from Hanover and see what the tab

ulation is? 
Answer. It is given to '· Francis W. Redlond." 
Question. So that Francis W. Redlon lost thirty-five votes 

there? 
Answe1·. Yes ; it would seem so. 
Question. It was given to Francis W. Redlond? 
.Answer. Yes; so tabulated. 
Question. Redlon being the Republican candidate? 
Answer. I do not know anything about that. 
Qiiestion. In the same county, in the case of Charles Rankin, 

although there was an '' s" added, the votes were tabulated for the 
regular candidate ? 

Answer. Yes. It was a tie vote, so I do not see as it made any 

difference. 

Question. If one of them had been thrown out the other candidate 
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would have gained so many. It doesn't throw the return out because 
the name is spelled wrong? 

Answer. No. 
Question. In the two cases I have shown you in the same county, 

one where the return is for '' Charles Rankin" and the name of the 
Democratic candidate is "Rankins," you find the vote is tabulated 
for ''Rankins?'' 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. ·who was the regular candidate? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. But when it comes to a Republican, in the case of 

Hanover in the same county, and the vote was thrown for '' Francis 
W. Redlond" you find it not given to Redlon, the regular candidate, 
but carried out in a column by itself? 

Answer.- That seems to be the fact. 
Question. Would you have done a thing of that kind? 
.Answer. I think not. You must call upon the Committee for a 

matter of that kind ; I never knew that before ; I never heard of it 
or dreamed of it. 

Question. Are these matters, which I have called to your atten
tion, of the different applications of the same rule, entirely new to 
you? 

Answer. I never heard of that case before. 
Question. Would you have believed it existed there, unless I had 

shown it to you ? 
Answer. No ; I do not know that I should. 
Question. When you have made the statement that every return

every case-was decided according to the Constitution and the laws 
-that nothing but justice had been done, and you had followed the 
rule religiously ,-you did not know of these cases? 

Answer. No ; I did not know of that case, and two or three other 
cases. 

Question. In this case do you remember which one was cer
tificated? 

Answer. I do not. 
Qu,estion. It is a matter of common repute and knowledge, that 

Rankins was and is now a member of the Senate,-a Fusionist? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. Do you not know the politics of Rankins? 
.Answer. No, sir. 
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Question. Or Redlon? 
Answer. No; I never knew the politics before. 
Question. Don't you think that the men who made up this tabu

lation knew? 
Answer. I do not know; I cannot say what they knew. 
Question. I find in the Senatorial district of Cumberland, that in 

the town of New Gloucester one hundred and seventy-nine votes 
are returned for "Isaac F. Quinby," and in Raymond two hundred 
and one votes are returned for Isaac F. Quimby. Under your rule 
to whom would those votes be tabulated? 

Answer. I never have heard of any other name than '• Quimby." 
I think it would have been perfectly fair to have tabulated that for 
"Quimby," if that was the name of the candidate; still, a strict con
struction would have carried it different. 

Question. Those returns were tabulated for lsaacF. Quimby, who 
was the Fusion candidate? 

Answer. Yes ; I think likely that would have been proper enough 
where there was no knowledge of any other name. That is one of 
the cases where there would be a fair difference of opinion. 

Question. I called your attention to the return in the Burnham 
case, where the vote was for "John Burnam," and the regular can
didate ·wa.s Burnham? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How should that have been tabulated? 
Answer. That is one of the cases where I know different families 

who spell their names differently, and that is one of the cases where 
it would be fair to tabulate them different. 

Question. Then in that case you would tabulate them for the two 
men? 

Answer. That would be a fair interpretation. In the absence of 
all knowledge of any names of that kind it would be fair to let the 
sound carry the name. 

Question. Is there any difference in the sound of Burnham and 
Burnam? 

Answer. As ordinarily pronounced there is not. 
Question. Where is there the most difference, between Burnham 

and Burnam, or between Quimby and Quinby? 
Answer. There is not much difference, so far as the sound is con

cerned. 
Question. In which case do you think the sound is nearest alike? 
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Answer. That is mere matter of opinion. The only question that 
would determine me in deciding, is the fact that different families 
spell their names differently. 

Question. Don't you know of families spelling their name 
"Quinby?" 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Don't you know that is the common way? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Don't you know that is the original name, and the other 

is a corruption? 
Answer. No, sir. All the families I have known have spelled the 

other way. 
Question. Do you know Dr. Quinby, in this city? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You know there is such a gentleman? 
Answer. No, I never heard of him. You mean the Universalist 

minister? 
Question. Yes. 
Answer. The Spiritual Doctor. 
Question. Do you know how he spells his name? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Can you see any reason, excepting that in one case it 

was a Democrat and all counted, and in the other a Republican and 
he was deprived of a part, why a distinction should be made? 

Answer. I cannot tell you anything about it; I do not propose to 
make any decision in regard to the matter, in that respect. 

Question. Supposing those two cases had been presented to you 
without any knowledge of the politics, would you not have rejected 
both, or counted both? 

Answer. I think so. 
Question. You would not have made one rule apply to Quirnby 

and Quinby, and another to Bumharn and Burnarn? 
Answer. I should not. 
Question. You notice the Council did? 
Answer. I notice it is tabulated that way. 
Question. That was not done with any knowledge of yours? 
Answer. No, sir. It was not, so far as the Quimby; the Burnham 

case I knew about. 
Question. Were you consulted about the Burnham case? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. And looked it over? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Question. And decided with the Council not to count the '' Burn
ham" with the "h," and without for the same man? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Do you not remember that the vote of that town, where 

that difference appeared, made a difference in the majority outside? 
.Answer. I do not know anything about it. 
Question. Look at the tabulation, at the town of Ashland, where 

the return was made for "John Burnam/' without the "'hi'' and state 
the vote for the two candidates in that town, and how it was tabu
lated? 

Answer. "Alfred Cushman, 37_; John Burnam, 47." 
Question. How is'' Burnham" spelled? 
Answer. B u r n a m. 
Question. Is that carried out by itself? 
Ansiue1·. Yes, sir. 
Question. John Burnham, with an "h," is the candidate who re

ceives the regular Republican vote in that district? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Carry your eye down and see on that tabulation who 

that forty-seven was carried out for, "Burnam" or "Burnham," and 
state what are the figures for the two candidates? 

Answe1·. "Alfred Cushman received 258, John Burnham 242." 
Qitestion. Making a majority for Alfred Cushman of how many? 
Answer. Sixteen. 
Question. So if they had all been counted, or all thrown out, it 

would have elected John Burnham by thirty-one? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Who received the certificate there? 
Answer. Mr. Cushman. 
Question. How do you cipher that out? 
Ansu,ier. Cushman got the most votes. 
Question. In order to get that other Representative it was neces

sary to count the vote of Ashland for ''Burnham" separate from 

'' Burnam?" 
Answer. Yes. That would be the result. Whether that was a 

matter that influenced the tabulating that way is another question. 
Question. You have referred to the decision of the Courts under 

which you claimed to be acting. Did you or not know of any decis-
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ion where the Court had decided that if the name was idem sonans, 
the same sound, that they were counted for one man? 

Answer. I alluded to that fact. 
Question. Did you consider that the case of Burnham, with and 

without the '' h," was outside of that decision? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And that they did not sound alike? 
Answer. No; but on the other principle that different families 

spell their names differently, a matter within my own knowledge. 
Question. The Court gives a decision based upon the idem sonans 

theory? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. Nothing is said about there being different families 

spelling their names in different ways? 
Answer. I do not know as the Court is infallible in these matters. 
Question. You referred to the Courts, yourself? 
Answer. Yes ; and that is a correct rule, I should say, as a gen

eral fact. 
Question. Can you see, aside from the distinction you draw about 

families, any merit in throwing out the Burnham case and counting 
the Quimby case? 

Answer. No. If I had been tabulating that, and my attention 
was called to that, I should have tabulated them separately. 

Question. The "Quimby" and the "Quinby" separate? 
Answer. Yes; that would have been my rule of action. 
Question. Did you know about this Quimby case at all? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Then that was another case that was done by those 

gentlemen in the next room, which yon knew nothing about? 
Answer. The tabulation was; of course I could not look over all. 
Question. Whom do you think was the leading spirit in this per

formance? 
Answer. I do not know as there was any leading spirit about it. 

In tabulating, I presume the member of the district took the princi
pal charge. 

Question. These towns to which I have called your attention are 
in cliff erent districts? 

Answer. Yes. 
Questfon. So it must have been a concord of action? 
Answer. I do not know. 
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Question. Of how many members did the Committee consist? 
Answer. Five. 
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Question. "\Vere not the contested cases, where there was a differ
ence of opinion, reported to you? 

Answer. Yes, sir; so I understood. 
Question. So these cases that have been shown to you must have 

been settled by all of them? 
Answer. Yes ; unless in the tabulating of those names the gen

tleman who had charge of the particular return did not observe; I 
cannot tell what influence operated on them. My impression is that 
Mr. Foster had charge of the Aroostook and Penobscot returns, 
especially. 

Qttestion. The addition of '' s " to a name is just as likely to be 
discovered as the addition of a '' d ?" 

Answer. I think so. 
Question. Could you account for that on the theory that one was 

overlooked and the other observed? 
Answer. No ; if it has not been altered or changed since tabu

lated. 
Question. Yon do not discover anything in this tabulation of that 

kind? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. I would be glad to have you call the attention of the 

Committee if you think there have been any changes or alterations; 
I now ask you to look at the returns from the Newcastle and Noble
borough District, and see for whom the votes are returned from New
castle and Alna-the last name of the Representative candidate? 

Answer. I should say" James ,v. Clark." 
Question. In both? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Look at the other two towns, Nobleborough and Somer

ville, and see how they are returned there? 
Answer. '' James "\V. Clarke." 
Question. Haven't you known families that spelled their names 

differently ,-Clark without '' e," and Clarke with '' e ?" 
Answer. I do not remember that I ever have. 
Question. Have you not seen certain families spelling the name 

with "e," and other families without the "e ?" 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Under your rule, and with that knowledge, would you 

have counted. those for one man or for two? 
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Answer. Under a strict construction they would have been 
counted for two ; still, that is one of those doubtful cases. 

Question. The tabulation shows they were all counted for one. 
Was that matter discussed by you? 

Answer. No; I have 110 remembrance of that being discussed. 
Question. No remembrance of being consulted? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Applying the strict rule that was applied to '' Burn-

ham," it would be counted for two men instead of one? 
Answer. I presume so. 
Question. Clark was a Fusion candidate? 
.Answer. I so learned after election ; Mr. Clark called 011 me ; I 

did not know till after the assembling of the Legislature. 
Question. You know now that he was the Fusion candidate and 

received his certificate? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. In the same district the votes for '' E. K. Hall" and 

"Edward K. Hall "-were they counted for the same man, or two? 
.Answer. One was counted for "Hall" and one for "Hale." 
Question. How does the return read that you say was counted for 

Hale? 
Answer. "Hale." 
Question. I call your attention now to the principle laid down by 

you, in which I believe there was no exception, as you understand, 
that the names of the municipal officers signing must be all in their 
original hand writing. 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. If not, they were thrown out? 
Answer. That was the design. 
Questfon. Do you recollect any instance where it was so thrown 

out? 

Answer. I do not recollect the instances, but I know there were 
two or three towns thrown out on that ground,-one in Aroostook 
or Penobscot county, and two or three other towns,-where there 
seemed to be not the least doubt about it. 

Question. Under the rule that the signatures of the Selectmen 
must be their individual signatures, the statement is made in the re
port of the Committee on Election Returns that the New Sharon 
return has been rejected by them. Will you examine the New 
Sharon return and see if it is apparent that more than one signature 
was made by the same man? 
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An.11wer. I should be unwilling to decide that case on my own 
judgment. 

Question. It seems to have been decided by the Committee of the 
Council that they were not all individual signatures? 

Answer. My impression is there were parties who claimed to be 
familiar with their hand writing that were clearly of that opinion ; 
I do not recollect clearly about it; but that was the decision of the 
Council, I know. 

Question. What is the general appearance of the return? is it not 
that they were made by one man? 

Answer. That is the general appearance, but I would not under
take to decide it. 

Question. In the report the Committee say '' By this rule laid 
down by the Court, the New Sharon and Hersey returns has been by 
us rejected. This re}ection affects the tlection of two Representa
tives.'' 

Answer. Yes. That was the vote or decision of the majority of 
the Board, if my recollection serves me right ; I think that is one 
case where there was a difference of opinion. 

Question. In that case a Representative was gained by the 
Fusionists? 

Answer. I do not know; I do not remember what the report is. 
Q'uestion. The report does not state the politics? · 
Answer. Then I do not know. 
Question. You do not know whether that gave a Fusionist or a 

Republican a seat? 
Answer. No. 
Question. I suppose it is generally admitted it gave a Fusionist a 

seat. Look at the Senatorial return from Somerville and see if 
upon that, it is clearly evident that the last.three names were signed 
by the same man? 

Answer. I should not have any doubt about that. 

Question. So that ought to have been thrown out, too? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Under your rule you adopted for throwing out where 

returns were made and signed by one man, you would have no 
doubt that return should have been thrown out? 

Answer. No, sir; I have no doubt that return is made up by 
one man. 

Question. Under your rule that should have been rejected? 
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Answer. If it was before the Board, I should. I have my doubts 
about that. 

Question. That is a return found with the Governor and Council, 
and the tabulation is made in accordance with that? 

Answer. There is no doubt that is put in by one man; that is, I 
have no doubt. 

Question. State in that return, as you read it, for whom the Sen
atorial votes are cast? 

Answer. "Andrew A. R. Smith, seventy-two, 72; Isaac T. 
Hobson, sixty-one, 61." 

Question. Look at the tabulation for Somerville in Lincoln Sena
torial District, and see how that is tabulated? 

.Answer. "Isaac T. Hobson, 61; Andrew A. R. Smith, 72." 
Question. The same name found in that return is tabulated 

seventy-two votes? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who do you find by that tabulation received the regular 
Republican vote of the district? 

Answer. There is "Andrew R. G. Smith." 
Question. Is not this town of Somerville in the tabulation carried 

out for "Andrew A. R. Sniith?" 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And does not the return show it is for "And'rew A. R. 

Smith?" 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. In that case, the vote for " Isaac Hobson" is not re

jected in this return, but is counted-'' Isaac T. Hobson?" 
Answer. Yes; "Itmac T. Hobson;" that is the way the vote is. 
Q1.wstion. If it had been thrown out entirely, neither would have 

been counted? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Not throwing out that return and giving Isaac T. Hob

son sixty-one votes elected him? 
Answer. I presume so; I have not looked at the footing up. 
Question. In that case you did know the politics of the gentle-

men? 
Answer. Yes; I knew :M:r. Smith's politics. 
Question. He is a Republican? 
Answer. Yes, sir; and personally I was desirous he should be 

elected. 
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Question. But, 'by counting the Somerville return that elected 
Hobson? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. He got his certificate? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And came, and, for a while, served as Senator? 
Answer. Yes, and I called Dr. Smith's attention to it, and stated 

I was sorry he could not receive the certificate. The first time I 
ever heard of the town of Somerville he remarked it was singular 
that they, knowing him well, should not have got it correctly. 
Whether that is the return from which that was tabulated I do not 
know. 

Question. Look at the tabulation under the town of Somerville 
and see if any change or erasure has taken place? 

Answer. There is an appearance of figures being made there and 
put into the place. 

Question. Does it not look as if it had been first tabulated for 
"Andrew R. G. Smith?" 

Answer. I cannot say about that-whether first or last. 
Question. Is not the name "Andrew R. G. Smith" there? 
Answe1·. Yes ; but whether the figures were put into that table 

before or after it is utterly impossible to tell. 
Question. Has the footing been changed? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Does it appear on the tabulation? 
Answer. Yes. It has the appearance of .once having been added 

up and slightly or partially erased ; but the '' 72" is likewise erased 
in the same column of "Andrew A. R. Smith." I should not have 
any doubt there had been an interference with the tabulation. 

Question. You knew nothing about that? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Had no hand in it? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Were not consulted? 
Answer. No. 
Question. If there was anything of the kind clone that changed 

the result it was without your knowledge? 
Answer. Yes. The first intimation I had came from the ''Chicago 

Tribune" by a gentleman in Illinois. 
Question. Do you remember of having an interview with Dr. 

Smith in relation to this return? 
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Answer. vVe were standing at the counter in the Augusta House. 
I said to him: "Doctor, I am sorry we shall be under the necessity 
of giving the certificate of your county to your competitor." 

Question. Don't you remember of having another interview with 
him in your room, and of your showing him this partiuular return, 
and you and he talking about it? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Do you remember nothing of the kind? 
.Answer. I do not. 

Question. Don't you remember of taking that return and showing 
it to Dr. Smith, and talking with him about it, and hearing his 
explanation and complaint about it? 

Answer. No; I do not remember the circumstance. In my room? 
where? 

Question. The only place you remember of anything of this kin<l 
was at the Augusta House? 

.Answer. Yes. 
Question. You do not remember of seeing the return in company 

with him? 
.Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you have the return with you at the Augusta 

House? 
.Answer. No, sir. 
Question. If the circumstance occurred it must have been at 

the Executive Room? 
Answer. Yes; bnt it has escaped my mind if it is so; I have not 

the slightest remembrance of it; I do remember distinctly of stand
ing at the counter at the Augusta Honse and speaking to him in 
regard to the matter. Something may recall the other circumstance, 
if it occurred. 

Question. Did you know anything about the substitution of a 
second return in this case? 

.Answer. No; I never heard any such thing intimated till I ob
served it in the ''Chicago Tribune/' under date of March first. 

Qiwstion. Look at the return for Representatives from Stowe, 
Oxford county, and see for whom the sixty-three votes were cast, 
giving the spelling of the name ? 

.Answer. S t a n cl 1 e y . 
Question. Look at the tabulation, and see for whom the sixty

three votes in Stowe were tabulated and counted,. and how spelled? 



TESTIMONY OF ALONZO GARCELON. 575 

Answe1·. S t a n 1 e y . 
Question. What is the difference between the tabulation and the 

return? 
.Answer. There is a "d" in the return, but not in the tabulation. 
Question. He was a Fusionist and elected? 
.Answer. That is what I do not know. 
Question. He received the certificate? 
Answer. He would be elected anyhow. 
Question. It was tabulated and counted? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. It was not thrown out on account of the addition of the 

'' d " as in the Redlond case ? 
.Answer. No. 
Question. Supposing it had been shown to you? 
Answer. I should have thrown it out. 
Question. Did you know of that case? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. That was done without your knowledge or consent? 
Answer. Yes. It did not affect the result, and there were a good 

many cases, I suppose, that did not affect the result; still the princi
ple should have been applied. 

Question. Look at the return of Representative in Denmark, and 
see for whom one hundred and sixty-two votes were thrown? 

Answer. "James E. Hutchings." 
Question. Spelled how? 
Answe1·. H u t c h i n g s. 
Question. Look at the tabulation and see for whom they are tabu-

lated and counted? 
Answer. "James E. Hutchins" or "Hutchens." 
Question. No "g" in it? 
.Answer. No. 
Question. It is tabulated for Hutchins without the "g, 

return is for "Hutchings" with the ''g?" 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. fook at the footings, and see if he could have got along 

without the one hundred and sixty-two votes? 
.Answer. No; the other man would have been elected. 
Question. Can you see any reason why a vote should be thrown 

out for a "d '' in a Republican case but should not be thrown out for 
a '' g'' in the Fusion case? 
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Answe1·. If that is the reason that influenced the gentlemen who 
tabulated it, it was wrong. 

Question. Did you know of that case by which a Fusion Repre
sentative was gained? 

Answer. No, I was not consulted; I asked the question frequently 
whether these tabulations were made correctly. 

Question. You supposed this rule was cutting clean through on 

both sides? 
Answe1·. Yes, sir. 
Question. Supposing you had found out the rule was not enforced, 

the same as we have been showing, should you have consented to it? 
Answer. No; I should have had it tabulated as it is in the 

return,-the same as I did when Mr. Powers called my attention to 
the matter I have referred to. 

Question. Take up the rule in relation to the whole number of 
ballots. Where the votes for each of four Senators were all added 
together, making an apparent error, you counted that? 

Answer. ·where it was apparent that the matter could be ex
plained by a clerical error or misunderstanding. 

Question. Where it was apparent that the way they were counted 
would agree with the whole number as written in, you counted it? 

Answer. That was the understanding. 
Question. Is that return from Burlington an instance of that? 

There the error is apparent? 
Answer. Yes. In that case it was deemed fair to allow it. 
Question. But if the error had occurred in the number of votes, 

and they did not add up the same? 
Answer. It would be rejected. 
Question. I ask you, under this rule, to &xamine the return from 

East Machias for Senators, and see what would be the operation of 
your rule there ? 

Answer. I cannot explain the precise operation there. 
Question. Under that rule, would that return be admitted or ex

cluded? 
Answer. My rule would be, that it should be excluded. 
Question. I understand clearly that by the rule laid down by the 

Report and yourself, it would be excluded? 
Answer. It is possible by a combination of votes that might be 

corrected, but I cannot see how it turns out. 
Quest-ion. Look and see whether the return of the votes for Sena-
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tors from East Machias is thrown out, or whether counted, in the 
tabulation? 

Answer. The whole number of votes is given-is not thrown out 
but all counted. 

Question. Who is the Democratic candidate? 
Answer. "James R. Talbot." 
Question. What is the majority? 
Answer. James R. Talbot received two hundred and twenty, 

Austin Harris one hundred and sixty: That was discussed, and 
they decided that that could be explained on that vote. 

Question. Do you see any way, under the rule by which the num
ber of ballots as cast, in any way can be made to agree with the 
whole number of ballots given? 

Answer. By adding the whole number of ballots together and 
dividing by two, a gentleman sitting here by me, says, will bring 
the result. 

Question. Did you ever know that rule to be adopted by a Gov
ernor and Council? 

Answer. Yes; in the case of Augusta. My rule would be to 
reject the vote. 

Question. You do not understand that that process, adding the 
votes all up and dividing by two would be according to the Consti
tution and the laws? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Under your rule East Machias would be thrown out? 
Answer. That would be my decision, unless there could be area-

sonable explanation of the combination of votes. 
Question. That would have lost Talbot about sixty majority? 
Answer. I cannot say. The figures will tell. It would be neces

sary for the votes for these men to be counted. There might have 
been some votes on the Democratic ticket for some R~publicans and 
vice versa. 

Question. That should appear in the return? 
Answer. When they counted the ballots there may have been so 

many ballots ; and when they counted the votes there may have been 
so many for this man and so many for that. 

Question. That is no reason why you should not have followed 
the rule? 

Answer. There is no rule without some exception. 
37 
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Question. Your rule was, unless they did agree, unless there was 
some patent explanation, to throw it out? 

_Answer. Yes, sir. 
,Question. In reckoning the Senatorial votes, as to the whole num

ber of ballots to be given agreeing with the votes as cast, how did 
you count the votes, the two highest or the highest on one side and 
the lowest on the other? 

.Answe1·. I do not know a~ there was any special rule about it. 
The question was whether you could explain the number of votes, 
as given, by the combination. 

Question. In counting up the list of votes as given for the sep
arate candidates to see whether it agreed with the whole number of 
ballots as given, what did you first look at to satisfy you? 

Answer. It is not always necessary to decide that case positively, 
because in voting it is very frequently the case that a man, throw
ing the Democratic ticket for instance, is of the impression that one 
of the Republican candidates is a better man, and he scratches out 
one and puts on another, and vice versa. I think in the returns from ,v ashington county, Mr. Harris got a number of votes more than his 
regular ticket, and Mr. Talbot. 

Question. That would appear in the return? 
Answer. Not necessarily. The whole number of ballots might 

not correspond. 
Question. The whole vote received by each candidate on whatever 

ticket would appear? 
Answer. As I understand, the whole number of ballots must be 

returned. You cannot always determine with certainty that the 
number of votes for the different men corresponds with that number, 
because sometimes one name is cut off of one ticket, sometimes they 
are altered, and consequently it does not affect the number of bal
lots, while at the same time the number of votes would be different. 

Question. If the two did not agree how did you apply the rule? 
Answer. ·when the ballots were not returned or if there was a 

. discrepancy which was inexplicable, there was probably more dis
cussion about that matter, whether it should be thrown out or 
counted, than on any other point. 

Question. In looking at thf\ question whether it was inexplicable, 
what was the first way of adding up the votes to see if they agreed, 
did you add up the two highest or two lowest, or highest and lowest? 

Answer. The highest and the lowest would probably be the proper 
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way. I think there is a chance for a good deal of difference of 
opinion about that. 

Question. Look at the vote for Senators in Hampden, Penobscot 
county, and see if you can make the number of votes agree with the 
whole number of ballots? 

..Answer. There is a discrepancy of one vote. 
Question. You cannot see any way by which that vote could be 

counted under your rule? 
Answer. There is a slight discrepancy. 
Question. In applying a principle of law to a vote, if there is a 

discrepancy of one vote that is in principle as great as a discrepancy 
of ten? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. The rule, if applied religiously, should be applied 

straight through? 
..Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Do you see any way by your rule, as you understand it, 

the vote of Hampden could be counted? 
.Answer. I do not see the exact explanation of the loss of that 

vote. 
Question. It is evidently written out one vote too many? 
..Answer. Yes. 
Question. Should have been written, "five hundred fifty-eight." 
Answer. Unless there was an additional vote for one man put 

upon the return. 
Questfon. That ought to appear here, had it not? 
.Answer. No, not if thrown for one of the other men. 
Qiiestion. In that case the highest Republican vote is two hundred 

fifty-seven, and the lowest Democratic vote is two hundred ninety
eight, a Democratic majority of forty-one. So that, under the rule 
as you understand it, a Fnsion candidate would have lost forty-one 
votes? 

Answer. I did not make the examination. 
Question. U ncler these figures that would be the case? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Questfon. I ask you to look at this Representative return [passing 

return to witness J and see if the whole number of votes there agrees 
with the whole number of ballots thrown, as stated in the return? 

Answer. I do not see any discrepancy. 
Question. Do you discover any peculiarity in the words written in. 
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at the top, or towards the top of the sheet, which state the whole 
number of ballots given? 

Answer. It seems to have been erased there and written in; that 
is, it looks as though there had been a mistake some way or 
other. 

Question. Does it not show there has been a change, and that the 
word "thirty," making the whole number "five hundred thirty," has 
been written in, in different ink from the original? 

Answer. I do not know about that. 
Question. What is the appearance? 
Answer. When you erase a word and write on the portion that is 

erased, the ink will spread a little more and look a little heavier. 
Question. Besides that, does it look to you as if it was the same 

hand writing making the change? 
Answer. I do not see anything that would be particularly notice

able. It looks a little heavier. That is one of the cases where I 
suppose experts would differ. 

Question. There has been an alteration? 
Answer. Evidently; and an erasure and writing in. 
Question. Look, under this rule, to the return from the town of 

Farmington, in Franklin county, for Representative, and state what 
the whole number of ballots is given, and the number of votes for 
each candidate? 

Answer. Eight hundred forty-two. It is four hundred thirty
seven and four hundred and one. There is a discrepancy of four 
votes. 

Question. Between the whole number of ballots written in and the 
number of votes given? 

Answe1·. Yes. 
Qiwstion. You see no explanation for that? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Was that return counted or rejected? 
Answer. I do not remember. 
Question. Farmington? 
Answer. I do not remember. 
Question. Don't you remember? 
Answer. Is this for Representative? 

, Question. Yes. 
Answer. It was rejected. 

Question. Was it rejected on the ground of the discrepancy? 
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Answer. No, I think not; I do not remember positive about it. 
Does not the report state? 

Question. I call for your recollection? 
Answer. My recollection is it was not rejected on that ground. 
Qciwstion. What is your recollection of the ground? 
Answer. That the report was not made up in open town meeting, 

no record made up, or something of that kind ; that is the impres
sion I have. 

Question. I read the report as to Farmington : 

" Several protests, accompanied with affidavits to support them, 
against the counting of the returns specified therein have been considered 
by us. These protests allege that said returns should not be counted 
because they were not made up in open town meeting, but were made 
after the meeting was closed, in some private office or store, when no one 
but a portion of the municipal officers were present, and in some cases 
only the Clerk. 'fhis condition of things in several cases has been proven 
to our entire satisfaction, aud we have rejected the returns thus defective, 
in our tabulations. In the case of the town of Stoneham an affidavit 
signed by two of the Selectmen establishes the fact that they signed the 
returns in blank and the 'fown Clerk took them home and filled them up, 
and the Selectmen have no knowledge of what the returns contain. For 
the foregoing reasons we have rejected in our tabulations the Represent
ative returns from the towns of Jay, Stoneham, Lisbon, Webster and 
Farmington." 

Is your recollection, after reading this, that Farmington was 
finally rejected because the returns were not made up in open town 
town meeting? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did that knowledge come to you from an examination 

of the returns, or from the affidavit? 
Answer. I presume from the affidavit. 
Qciwstion. ·was there not considerable interest called to the Farm

ington case? 
Answer. That is my recollection. 
Question. Do you not remember that in the discussions at or about 

the time of the certificates being issued that the Farmington case 
was frequently alluded to and explained upon the side of the Gov
ernor and Council, and do you not remember of referring to the 
Farmington case in one or more of the speeches you made? 

Answer. I think likely I did. 
Question. And explained that it was rejected on the ground that 

the return was not made up in open town meeting? 
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Answer. I took the ground of the report. I do not remember 
partieularly now about any allusion in public. 

Question. You would not have attempted to make an explanation 
of a case of that kind, or any, with any circumstantiality, unless 
you had examined the papers and the facts? 

Answer. I think not. 
Question. Do you remember there was any affidavit in that case? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. "\Vas it from the town anthorities? 
Answer. I believe there were some admissions from the town 

authorities. 
Question. That the return was not made up in open town meeting? 
Answer. Or from the Clerk. 
Question. I pass to ,rou the affidavit with the papers of the Gov

ernor and Council with the label of the Council. "In Coimcil, Nov. 
17, 1879. Referred to Cmnrnittee on Elections. P. A. Sawyer, 
Deputy Secretary of State." In a printed label, that was customary? 

Answer. I presume so. 
Question. You have seen them in that way? 
Answer. I do not remember that I have seen anything of the 

kind. 
Question. It is an affidavit signed by two of the Selectmen and 

subscribed and sworn to before B. Emery Pratt. I pass it to you to 
read and see if you believe it was upon that affidavit that the action 
was taken? 

Ansiver. That is one of the papers that I have reason to believe 
was in the case. 

Question. Do you remember that any other affidavit, aside from 
that of the town officers, was received? 

Answer. I do not remember. There were quite a number of 
papers in regard to matters which came into the hands of the 
Council. 

Question. Have you any doubt that counting in Voter and throw
ing out Thomas was based upon the affidavit of the Selectmen? 

Answer. I should judge not. My remembrance is that the affi-
davit of the Selectmen was conclusive. 

Question. You consider this affidavit conclusive? 
Answer. I should so consider it. 
Question. I will read the affidavit which you consider conclu

sive: 
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"We hereby declare and say that we are Selectmen of Farmington in 
the county of Franklin and State of Maine, that we were present and at
tended to our duties at election held Nov. 8th. 1879, in said Farmington, 
and we further state that the record of the meeting was not recorded in 
the record book in onr presence or in open town-meeting. to our knowl
edge, and we have never seen the record and do not kno·w that any has 
been made. Dated. and signed at said Farmington, Nov. 15, 1879. 

C. B. RUSSELL, 

W. B. GILMAN. 
State of Maine. Franklin, ss. 

Subscribeq and. sworn to before me at Farmington, November 15th, 
1879. B. EMERY PRATT, Notary Public.'' 

Tell me what there is in that affidavit that in any way bears upon 
the principle which you have stated; and, as laid down in the Re
port of the Committee on Elections, that towns should be rejected 
because the returns were not made up in open: town meeting? 

Answer. The return and the record, because if there was no 
record made there could be no certainty as regards the correctness 
of the return. 

Question. Did your Council lay down the rule that the record of 
the meeting should be made in open town meeting? 

Answer. I so understood. 
Q-nestion. Do you know that it is never done? 
Answer. I know it is always done wherever the law is complied 

with. 
Question. Does the Report of the Committee of the Council as a 

promulgation of the ground on which they threw out Farmington, 
make any suggestion about a record? 

Answer. I cannot say in regard to that; but that is certainly one 
of the grounds on which the town was rejected; as well as Lisbon. 

Question. Do you mean to say that if it was not shown that the 
record in the record book was not made in open town meeting, you 
rejected the return? 

Answer. That is the principle, I think, if I recollect the discussion 
in regard to the matter. The Constitution expressly declares that 
the record shall be made up in open town meeting. 

Question. The record in the record book? 
Answer. Yes; that the record shall be made, as I understand the 

Constitution. 
Question. I do not refer to the statement or record sent to the 

Secretary of State, but I refer to what is stated in this affidavit? 
Answer. That the record shall be made up in open town meeting,. 



584 ALTERED ELECTION RETURNS. 

and that a list, of which this a copy, shall be forwarded to the Gov
ernor and Council. 

Question. You made the rule not only that the return should be 
made and the statement sent to the Secretary of State, but that the 
record in the Town Clerk's record book should be made up in open 
town meeting? 

Answer. That is what we understood. 
Q,uestion. And, if that was not done, that a town was thrown out? 
Answer. Where there was evidence to that effect, we threw it 

out. 
Question. You required evidence, not only that the return was 

made up in open town meeting, but that the record in the record 
book was made up in open town meeting? 

Answer. Yes; as in the Lisbon case. 
Question. You established the principle, and acted upon it, that 

not only the return of the votes to the Secretary of State, sealed up, 
and the statement of the return sent to the Secretary of State, but 
the record of the meeting in the Town Clerk's record book must all 
be made in open town meeting? 

Answer. That the record should be. 
Question. That the record in the record book should be made up 

in open town meeting? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you apply that rule, religiously, straight through? 
Answer. In every case, so far as I know; I cannot speak beyond 

my knowledge. 
Qiwstion. Was that the rule applied in the case of Lisbon and 

Durham? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. That the record book was not made up in open town 

meeting? 
Answer. Yes, sir. No record was made of the town meeting till 

some three months afterwards ; no means of making the returns. 
The question came up in regard to the signatures. 

Question. Did you reject Addison on that account? 
Answer. I do not know that any question was raised in regard to 

Addison. 
Question. How did it come to be raised in the Farmington case? 
Answer. By affidavit. 
Qnestion. How did the affidavit happen to be sent in? 



TESTIMONY OF ALONZO GARCELON. 585 

Answer. I do not know. 
Question. "'\Vas it necessary that a town should be rejected as late 

as November fifteenth, in order that the Republicans should not 
have a majority of the candidates? 

Answer. I do not know; but on November fifteenth, so far as I 
know, the result was not known. 

Question. The Committee of the Council had been at work? 
Answe1·. If you will look at all the affidavits in that case, I think 

you will find that, as early as October, long before the returns were 
placed in the hands of the Committee, there were affidavits in regard 
to this matter. 

Question. In regard to making up the records, or as to the num
ber of votes ? 

.Answer. In regard to making up the record. 
Question. "\Vas not the first ground taken in the Farmington case, 

that it was thrown out because there was a discrepancy between the 
whole number of ballots written and the ballots as given? 

Answer. No; I have no recollection of it. 
Question. Was it not so announced in the public newspapers? 
Answer. I do not know. There were a great many announce-

ments made that were not facts. 
Question. "\Vas there not a vote of the Committee of the Council, 

or a partial report made by them, that Farmington was excluded 
because the whole number of ballots as written in did not agree 
with the number of votes given? 

Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. According to your rule that would be fatal? 
Answer. That would be one of the reasons. 
Question. Is not that a case, where there are only two candidates 

and the whole number of ballots as written in does not agree with 
the number of votes given, that is inexplicable? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. That would be as clear a case under your rule as you 

could find? 
Answer. Yes; but the other reasons might not have been stated. 
Question. Do you not know that the Committee voted that on that 

ground, of error as to the whole number of ballots, it was rejected? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. If that was the rule, why should they not fix that as 

the application? 
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Answer. I do not know. 
Question. You do not know the reason why Farmington was 

thrown out? 
Am;wer. The report makes the statement. There might have 

been other grounds. The report docs not show all the grounds in 
every case. 

Question. What was the operation in the Farmington District of 
throwing out the vote of Farmington, which was eight hundred and 
thirty-eight, and which gave Cyrus A. Thomas thirty-six majority? 

Answer. The operation was to give him thirty-six majority. 
Question. That he lost it? 
Answer. Yes, if that was the way the vote stood. 
Question. Do you know what plantation or town was classed with 

that? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Questfon. Look at the Representative tabulation from Franklin 

County, Farmington District, and see what was the result of throw
ing out Farmington ? 

Answer. The result was that Perkins Plantation elected. 
Question. That is, there was one vote in favor of Voter, and by 

rejecting Farmington it threw the election upon Perkins Plantation? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question . ... What was the whole number of votes thrown there? 
Answe1·. Twenty-seven. That plantation should have been re-

jected ; there is no whole number of votes given. 
Questfon. It was not rejected? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. ·what was the vote as thrown? 
Answer. Thirteen for Thomas; fourteen for Voter. 
Question. Giving one majority for Voter? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And on that plantation the certificate was issued to 

Voter? 

Answer. Yes, it so appears. 
Question. So that the eight hundred and thirty-eight votes of 

Farmington were thrown out? 
Answer. They should both of them have been thrown out. 
Question. If both of them had been thrown out nobody would 

have received a certificate? 
Answer. No. That is a matter I never saw before. 
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Question. The return does state the number of votes ; in that 
case Perkins should have been counted? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. And that gave twenty-seven; thirteen for the Republi

can candidate ; fourteen for the Fusion candidate? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Throwing out Farmington, a certificate was given to the 

Fusion candidate, l\ir. Voter t 
Answe1·. Yes, sir. 
Question. )Vas that a thing you understood fully about? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You agreed to that? 
Answer. Yes, sir; on the principle I have stated. 
Question. You believed that the principles of the Constitution 

and the laws would reject Farmington? 
Answer. For the time being. 
Question. Enough to give a certificate to Voter? 
An;,;wer. Yes, sir. 
Question. On the ground that the record on the town book was 

not made up in open town meeting? 
Answer. The record and the return. 
Question. The affidavit said nothing about the return? 
Answer. If there is no record there could be no legal return. 
Question. Supposing that the return appeared all regular before 

you, regularly sealed up and no testimony about it, you would 
count it? 

Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. Although it might have been that no record was made 

up? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. There could be such a thing as a record without a 

return? 
Answer. Yes, but that fact might not come before us. If there 

is an affidavit before us to the effect that there is no record, I hold 
that to be sufficient, if the affidavit is reliable. 

Question. That the record in the record book must be made up in 
open town meeting? 

Answer. I regarded that as sine qua non. 
Question. What do you think it refers to? 
Answer. The town record. 



588 ALTERED ELECTION RETURNS. 

Question. That that must be made in open town meeting? 
Answer. I think so. 
Que:stion. And that was acted upon in rejecting the Farmington 

vote? 
Answer. As I understood it. So far as my knowledge goes, 

Clerks of towns and cities, where the records are properly kept, 
make up their record, that is, make up their outline, and fill it up in 
open town meeting, as they ought to <lo and are required to do, in 
order there should be no collusion or fraud practiced. 

Question. Did you have any communication with Voter, the 
Fusion candidate, in this case? 

Answer. I think I dropped Mr. Voter a line that his friends 
desired to have him come down here. That is all the communica
tion I think I ever had with any member ; I did that at the request 
of somebody. 

Question. Do you remember who made that request? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. If you were acting in this strictly impartial atmosphere 

and cared little about the result, and felt you had no interest, why, if 
you had not been earnestly requested, should you have written for 
any man? 

Answer. I wrote that after the certificates were issued. The 
question became a matter of public interest and excitement. Some
body, a few days before the session of the Legislature, requested 
me to drop Mr. Voter a line, which I did. 

Question. ,vhy should you have written Mr. Voter, if it was a clear 
case? 

.Answer. I should not excepting at the request of some person,-
! cannot say now whom. 

Question. ,v as it somebody on the Council? 
Answer. I think not. 
Questfon. Some person in Augusta? 
Answer. It might have been Mr. Sawyer. 
Question. Was it Mr. Pillsbury? 
.Answer. I think not. 
Question. Did you not, during this time, and during the weeks 

preceding the issuing of the certificates, consult considerably with 
Eben F. Pillsbury? 

Answer. Prior to issuing the certificates, I saw but very little of 
Mr. Pillsbury, and I will give him the credit of having but very little 
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to say; or, so far as I know, to do with the matter. He was scarcely 
at my room at all, and I doubt if he was at the Council Room; I 
did not see him. After the certificates were issued he was frequently 
in the room. 

Question. Why should he have been there after, more than before? 
Answer. I cannot tell you; I have no means of knowing. 
Question. What was he there for? 
Answer. Sometimes he was acting as counsel, as I understood, 

for some parties, and there· were some matters of busmess he had,
something to do about the printing business. 

Question. If he had been acting as counsel for parties in the elec
tion, would he not have appeared before the issuing of the certifi
cates? 

Answer. After the certificates were issued, I saw him more fre
quently than before. 

Question. Had you not talked this whole matter over with him 
before the certificates were issued? 

Answer. I think not; I have no remembrance of it. 
Question. Had you not visited him in his office? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Are you sure? 
Answer. I am sure I was not in Mr. Pillsbury's office; I might 

have stepped in there twice or three times; I was down once or 
twice to the daguerrian rooms, in the same building ; I had to pass 
up the stairs ; it was very seldom I was in there ; I never was in 
there more than half a dozen times during the year. 

Question. What were you bent on in the way of business when 
you visited there ? 

.Answer. I do not know as any particular business ; being there I 
went in. 

Question. What did you talk with him about? 
Answer. I cannot say, sometimes one thing and sometimes 

another. 
Question. Have you not talked with him about the matter of 

election returns and the counting, as applied to Senators and Repre
sentatives? 

Answer. I think likely the matter has been mentioned a few times. 
Question. Did he not give you advice and counsel and suggestions 

as to how to proce¥d? 
Answer. I have no remembrance. 
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Question. Did you not see him frequently in the Council Room, 

talking with them? 
Answer. Not very. 
Question. Occasionally? 

Answer. Yes, but very seldom; I think he was a gentleman who 
was there about as little as most any one. 

Question. Diel he not frequently go to the Council Chamber once 

or twice a clay, driving down and stopping, and then driving back? 
.Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. Diel you not frequently, or occasionally, drive to or 

from there with Mr. Pills bury? 
Answer. I should think likely; perhaps two or three times in the 

course of the fall when he was there with his horse, I might have 

ridden clown. 
Qilestion. v\'hat was he there for? 

.Answer. I cannot tell you. 

Question. Don't you know that he had a very keen interest and 
exercised a great deal of care and supervision over the whole matter 

of returns ? 
Answer. I do not think he had any supervision; I have no doubt 

he had a great interest. 
Question. Did he not make that interest known in the presence of 

the Council? 
Answer. I do not know; I can hardly recollect the occasion when 

he was in the Council Room till after the issuing of the certificates, 
and there was a great deal of excitement and threats. 

Question. With what persons throughout the State during this 
whole time, up to the issuing of the certificates, did you have any 
correspondence in relation to any returns? 

Ansu.:er. In what respect? 

Question. In relation to any returns, correspondence by writing? 
Answer. I had some correspondence with Mr. Gould, Mr. Brad-

bury, and perhaps several other lawyers in the State. 
Question. Did you have any communication with the chairman of 

the Aroostook Democratic County Committee, Mr. Torrey? 

.Ansn:er. No, sir. 
Question. Did you have any interview with him? 
Answer. No. I know J\fr. Torrey of Bath. 
Question. Did you have any communication with him? 
Answer. Not to my knowledge. 
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Question. During the whole matter? 
Answer. I do not remember. 
Question. Think of it? 

591 

Answer. It is possible I might have written a note to Mr. Torrey 
about some matter to which my attention was called. 

Question. ·what about? 
Answer. I do not remember. I do not recollect that I wrote him, 

but it is possible I might have dropped him a line about something or 
other. Let me see; my impression is that the allegation was made 
that the Senator from Sagadahoc county was not an eligible candi
date, and I have the impression, although I am not positive, that I 
might have dropped Mr. Torrey a letter of inquiry. 

Question. Did you propose to go into a question of that kind? 
Answer. If a man was ineligible we proposed to ascertain that 

fact. 
Question. Under what provision of the law? 
Answer. The Constitution says a man shall not be eligible who 

is an alien. 
Question. If the return from a town appeared all right, and the 

Constitution declares that the certificate shall be given to the Rep
resentative who has a plurality of the votes, under what provision 
of the Constitution or laws could the Governor and Council go out
side and take testimony as to the eligibility of a candidate? 

Answer. I do not know as to the testimony. If there is proof 
that the man is an alien and is not eligible under the Constitution, 
I think it is the duty of the Governor and Council to take cogni
zance. 

Question. If the return indicates nothing of the kind, but on the 
face of the return the man appears to be elected, and nothing ap
pears on the face of the return respecting his alienage, what right 
have the Governor and Council to raise that question, and not count 
that man in? 

Answer. I think they have the same right as they haye to take 
cognizance of any infringement of the law. 

Qiwstion. What provision of the Constitution do you refer to? 
Answer. That provision which declares that no man shall be 

eligible who is an alien. 
Qiiestion. vVhat pmdsion of the Constitution or law authorizes 

the Governor and Council to raise that question when the return is 
correct? 
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Answer. That very provision, and that the Governor and Council 
shall see that the laws are faithfully executed. If the law says that 
an alien shall not be eligible, we should take cognizance of it. 

Question. It was your belief that you, as Governor and Council, 
had a right to go outside of the return, and take testimony upon the 
question whether or not a candidate was an alien? 

Answer. If that fa~t appeared, I should hold it was not the duty 
of the Governor and Council to issue the certificate. 

Question. You hold that if that fact appeared outside of the return 
you had a right to act upon it? 

Answer. Of course it would not appear in the return. If Queen 
Victoria was returned as Senator from Sagadahoc county should 
we not take cognizance ? 

Question. I think the return is what you have got to act upon. 
But in the case of Thomas Smith, about whom there is no public 
repute as there is about a Sovereign, if he is elected a Representa
tive from Bath, or Auburn, or Ellsworth, what right have the 
Governor and Council, in your judgment, under any provision of the 
Constitution or law, to go into the question of alienage? 

Answer. I have stated, I think they have a right. 
Question. Does not the law expressly, and in terms, and the Con

stitution, provide that the certificates shall be given to the party 
who, upon the face of the return, appears to be elected, has a plu
rality of the votes ? 

Answe1·. That is the general provision. 
Question. Is not that the mandate of the law? 
Answer. Yes, sir; and it is equally as mandatory that an alien is 

not an elegible candidate. 
Quest-ion. That is a matter the body itself must treat with after

wards. Has the Governor anything to do under the law with any
thing excepting the returns as they appear? 

Answer. The law provides that certain men are not eligible, and I 
think it is the duty of the Governor and Council to inquire into that 
where the fact comes to them. 

Question. The law is precisely the opposite, that is, the Governor 
shall not consider it or any other question outside the return. Has 
it not been so settled? 

Answer. The Court has settled those cases I believe generally in 
that way. 

Question. Is there any decision indicating any other rule? 
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Answer. I am no lawyer, but I take a common sense view, that, 
where the Constitution provides that a man is not eligible to an 
office, his election to that office does not give him any rights. 

Question. You hold that the Governor and Council can inquire 
into it although the return is complete? 

Answe1·. If the knowledge of the fact is indisputable. I think I 
wrote to Mr. Torrey to know the fact. That does not follow I pro
posed to act upon it. 

Question. It was in reference to facts entirely outside of the 
return? 

Answer. I do not know. 
Question. You had the return before vou? 
Answer. I do not know as to that matter. 

ALONZO GARCELON, continued. March 13th, P. M. 

Question. When the Committee adjourned yesterday, you had 
just stated your proposition as to the right of the Governor and 
Council to consider the question of the eligibility of a candidate ap
pearing on the returns, and you had stated very directly your belief 
in that right? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qnestion. Calling your attention to that now, do you reaffirm that 

statement of yesterday? 
Answer. That is not a practical question; it is not a matter of 

practical consideration, because it is not a case that came before us. 
I have that opinion however. 

Question. Was there not one or more cases before the Council 
where the decision in reference to the count was based upon that 
question, in reference to the eligibility of either the candidate or 
one of the Town Officers? 

Answer. Not of the candidate. 
Question. ·was there any case in which testimony was received· 

with reference to the eligibility of any Town Officer whose name 
appeared on the record? 

Answer. There was. 
Question. What case was that? 
Answer. The Cherryfield case. 
Question. In that case do you remember by the face of the, 

returns whether the Republican or Fusion candidate received the · 
majority? 

88 
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Answer. I do not. 
Question. You stated in the early part of your examination that 

you had been for some time familiar with the general law applicable 
to the counting of returns. Are you familiar with the provisions of 
chapter two hundred and twelve of the Public Laws of eighteen 
hundred and seventy-seven, and of chapter two of the Public Laws 
of eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, amenclatory of the act of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, relating to elections? 

Answer. I remember something about the statute of eighteen 
hundred and seventy-seven permitting the returns to be amended by 
the record. I do not remember particularly what there is about the 
statute of eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, by adding to it the 
following proviso : '' Proi,ided, however, that nothing contained in 
this section shall be construed to give the Governor and Coundl any 
authority to deterrnine questions of eligibility in case of Senators and 
Representatives in the Legislature." That point I do not remember 
having my attention specially directed to. 

Question. Do ,you remember in the decision of the Cherryfield case 
whether your attention was called to the amendment in that statute 
of eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, which I have just read to 
you? 

Answer. I do not think that applies at all to the statute of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-eight. 

Question. Do you remember your attention was called to it at all? 
Answer. I do not remember the fact about it. 
Question. Do you remember to have, in any way, heen governed 

by the statute of eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, or to have had 
your attention called to it in any case before you? 

Answer. I have stated there was no case of the eligibility of a 
candidate which came before us, to my remembrance. The question 
was upon the legality of the return which is involved in the Cherry
field case. 

Question. Did not the question of the legality of the return, as 
the Council considered it, involve the eligibility to office of one of 
the Selectmen of that town ? 

Answer. Precisely. 
Question. So it was a question of eligibility? 
Answer. Eligibility of the officer or the legality of the town meet

ing, not of the candidate. 
Question. The decision in that case rested upon the question of 

the eligibility of one of the municipal officers? 
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Answer. Precisely; as to the legality of the return? 
Question. You do not think the statute of eighteen hundred and 

seventy-eight applies? 
Answer. That was my judgment, and is, in regard to it. 
Qiwstion. Do you remember in the Cherryfield case whether there 

was anything upon the face of the returns that raised the question 
of the eligibility of one of the officers of the town meeting? 

Answer. I do not remember there was. 
Question. How is it your recollection that the Council were enlight

ened or informed upon that subject? 
Answer. The only knowledge I have of the matter is a statement, 

or rather a certificate of the Clerk of Courts, showing the time when 
one of these officers was naturalized. 

Question. How did the Clerk of Courts, who sent that certificate 
as to the naturalization of one of the Cherryfield Selectmen, become 
aware that that question had been raised? 

Answer. I cannot tell you anything about that. I knew nothing 
of the matter, only I saw the certificate among certain papers which 
I supposed to be affidavits; I never examined anything excepting 
that certificate of the Clerk of Courts, which I thought was conclu
sive. 

Question. Was it or not, the practice of your Council, while con
sidering· the question of returns, to send out to different parts of the 
State to parties in sympathy with them politically, giving directions 
as to returns that needed to be corrected? 

Answer. I knew nothing of the kind. 
Question. w· as there anything of that kind ever proposed to you? 
Answer. No ; I never heard the proposition made. 
Question. You were acting at that time upon the theory that 

nobody was allowed to see the returns. Did that apply to both,
Fusionists as well as Republicans? 

Answer. Precisely; so far as my knowledge goes. 
Qiiestion. Did you allow any information to go out from the Coun

cil with your knowledge and consent, to members of either party, as 
to the condition of the returns ? 

Answer. Not with my knowledge or consent. 
Question. Do you believe that any such information did go out to 

parties outside, stimulating them to get things corrected? 
Answer. I have no reason to believe so. 
Qiiestion. Upon your theory upon which you were acting how 
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could the Clerk of Courts, whom you say sent to you a copy of the 
naturalization paper of one of the Selectmen of Cherryfield, have 
known that question was coming up? 

Answer. I cannot tell you; I know nothing about it. 
Question. How can yon from your knowledge of the circum

stances, account for the fact he did send that? 
Answer. I have no knowledge of the circumstances. I can 

account very readily for the fact from the general anxiety there 1ras 
to have all matters pertaining to the election fully investigated. 
There had been a good deal of matter published in the papers in 
regard to the matter. If I am permitted to allude to a case which 
you alluded to yesterday, the case of Mr. Pratt; I have seen the 
question asked in the papers how it happened that Pratt did so and 
so. I saw a statemen~ in the paper that as early as October sixth 
he was investigating certain matters ; I knew nothing of the circum
stance, only what I saw in the paper a day or two ago. I can only 
account for it on the general principle that the people were inter
ested in this matter, and took measures, as they understood the 
matter, to lay before the Governor and Council all the information 
in their possession. 

Question. "\Vas it not the fact, that there was a self-constituted 
bureau, if I may so call it, of gentlemen in Augusta in sympathy 
politically with you and the Council, who took upon themselves, 
after communication with the Council, to get up these affidavits, and 
when they were forwarded, that they were forwarded to those gen
tlemen and by them filed with the Council? 

Answe1·. I cannot give any information in regard to a matter of 
that kind ; I never heard of such a thing. 

Question. Do you believe that such was not the case? 
Answer. I do. 
Qiiestion. Was it not a fact that Eben F. Pillsbury was early and 

late engaged in getting up or sending out intimations and informa
tion about defects in returns that would operate against Republicans 
and receiving affidavits and filing them with the Council? 

Answer. I cannot say in regard to that; I do not know anything 
of the kind. 

Question. Was he not the medium through which this was fur
nished? 

Answer. I cannot say that was the fact ; I am not aware that it 
was. 
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Question. Do you know that it was not so? 
Answer. So far as anything that came to my knowledge, I know. 
Question. ·would you be able upon your oath, to the best of your 

knowledge and belief and information on the subject, to contradict 
that statement? 

Answer. So far as I know; I have no knowledge. 
Question. If it was done, was it done without your knowledge 

and belief? 
Answer. It was done without my knowledge any further than 

this :-I have always considered Mr. Pillsbury to be very much 
interested in political matters, but I have no knowledge or belief 
that he was any more interested than a great many other men; I 
have no knowledge of his having any complicity or connection with 
any member of the Council. 

Question. Do you know that he was the go-between? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. I ask _you to examine the tabulation for the Cherryfield 

District, in Washington county, and state what towns comprised that 
district? 

Answer. Steuben, Milbridge, Beddington, . Deblois, and some 
plantation. 

Question. State who, by the tabulation, appear to be the can
. didates? 

Answer. Lincoln H. Leighton and Henry C. Baker for Repre
sentative. 

Qtiestion. In the tabulation is the vote of Cherryfield counted at 
all, or rejected-leaving blanks? 

Answer. It is left blank. 
Question. Not counted? 
Answer. No. 
Question. So that the vote of Cherryfield was thrown out? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Carry your ~ye down the column and state what the 

aggregate vote is received from the other towns, of the two candi

dates? 
Answer. Five hundred eighty-five, three hundred twenty-one, and 

two hundred sixty-four. 
Question. Who receives three hundred twenty-one? 
Answer. Leighton. 
Question. Who two hundred sixty-four? 
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Answer. Baker. 
Question. Who is carried out on the right of the page as the can-

didate receiving the certificate? . 
Answer. "Lincoln H. Leighton." 
Qiwstion. He received the certificate? 
Answer. I do not know, but I presume he did ; I have no remem-

brance of it. 
Question. You have no doubt about it? 
Answer. No. He has the majority. 
Qitestion. Don't you know that Leighton was the Fusion candi

date against Baker, who was tqe Republican candidate? 
Answer. No; I do not know the politics of either gentleman. 
Question. I ask you to examine the Representative return from 

Cherryfield, of which we have just been speaking, and to give me 
the vote as thrown by that return? 

Answer. By this paper it is three hundred fourteen for Henry C. 
Baker; ninety-eight for Lincoln H. Leighton. 

Question. Making a majority of two hundred sixteen for Baker? 
Answer. I presume so; I have not reckoned it. 
Question. Or, if the whole district was counted, one hundred 

fifty-nine majority for Henry C. Baker? 
Answer. I suppose so. 
Question. It was by throwing out the vote of Cherryfield that 

Baker failed to receive the certificate and Leighton received it? 
Answer. U ndou btecll y. 
Question. That was thrown out upon the affidavit with a copy of 

the naturalization papers of Samuel Ray of Cherryfield, in county 
of Washington, elated: "Suprerne Judicial Court, Penobscot Co., 
August Terrn, 1879," and certified to, with seal of the Court accom
panying, on the fourteenth day of November, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-nine, by Charles T. Sweet, Deputy Clerk. See if that is 
the certificate you ref erred to? 

Answer. I presume so; I have no doub~ about it; I do not know; 
it was a certificate; I cannot remember anything about the date. 

Question. I find on the back of the paper the memorandum '' In 
Council Dec. 8, 1879. Election Returns. E. H. Gove, Secretary 
of State," which indicates that is a paper coming from the Governor 
and Council? 

Answer. I presume so. 
Question. You do not know who furnished that? 
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Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you know that upon the back of this certificate of 

the naturalization of Rowe on which this town was thrown out, is the 
filing: "Bro. Pillsbury The case cited is Bouvier, p 11. Prob
ably Bouvier's Institutes. Truly, Charles N. Hersey." 

Answer. I have no remembrance of seeing any such indorsement 
on the paper. 

Question. Now that I have read that to you, have you any doubt 
that paper was furnished to Mr. Pillsbury, of this city, by Charles 
N. Hersey, a well-known Democratic politician in Penobscot county, 
and furnished to you or your Cou.ncil by Mr. Pillsbury as the go
between? 

Answer. I do not know anything to the contrary ; and I do not 
see any objection to that even if it were so. 

Question. Have you any doubt it was so furnished? 
Answer. I think very likely, if it so appears; I never saw that 

indorsement. 
Question. That is how one Republican Representative lost his seat? 
Answer. Yes, on the fact that the meeting was regarded as an 

illegal meeting, and on the principle that no legal return can come from 
an illegal meeting, under the decision of the Court. That is the 
view we took of the case. If we were wrong there was a proper 
way of its being righted. 

Questfon. Do you remember the case of the town of Fairfield? 
Answer. I do. 
Question. Upon that the Council in their report say:-

" Two sets of returns were sent into the Secretary of State from the 
town of Fairfield, each of which contradicted the other; and it was im
possible, from the contradictory character of the returns, to determine 
the result of the election in that town. We have therefore rejected the 
returns from that town in onr tabulation. 'fhis rejection affects the 
election of one Representative." 

I ask you to examine the tabulations in the Fairfield District, 
county of Somerset, and state what towns comprise that district? 

Answer. Smithfield, Mercer and Fairfield. 
Question. Is the vote of Fairfield tabulated or counted in that 

tabulation? 
Answe1·. No, sir. 
Question. What is the aggregate vote for each candidate? 
Answer. One hundred and eighty-one, one hundred and fifty-seven, 

and sixteen. 
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Question. One hundred and eighty-one is for whom? 
Answer. Harper Allen. 
Question. One hundred and fifty-seven for-- ? 
.Answer. Andrew B. Cole; sixteen for John M. Thompson. 
Question. Carrying your eye to the right of the page, who received 

the certificate? 
Answer. Harper Allen. 
Q1wstion. Do yon know whether he was Republican or Fusionist? 
Answe1·. No; I do not know the politics of either. 
Question. You never knew? 
.Answer. No; I have heard, but no personal knowledge. 
Q1wstion. Do you know what the vote of Fairfield was? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You say you had heard the politics? 
Answer. I heard it stated that it was a Republican who did not 

receive the certificate, but so far as I have any knowledge I know 
nothing of either of the gentlemen; I never saw either. 

Question. Look at the return from the town of Fairfield, and give 
me the Representative vote there for Allen and for Cole? 

Answer. Andrew B. Cole, three hundred ninety-seven; Albert B. 
Cole, one ; Harper Allen, three hundred and five. 

Question. A plurality for Mr. Cole over Harper of ninety-two? 
Answer. Ninety-two. 
Question. 1V ould not that, if it had been counted, more than 

overcome the majority against Cole in the other towns ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. If Fairfield had been counted, Mr. Cole would have 

received his certificate ? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And there would have been one more Republican? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. "\Vhether you helped examine and decide this case so 

far as arriving at the result, and the reason upon which it was 
placed? 

Answer. The reasons upon which it was placed were, there were 
two returns certifying to the same fact, each differing from the 
other rnateriall.r, and it was not possible to tell from anything 
that appeared upon the returns which was the correct one. 

Question. If you had been able, from anything, to tell which was 
the first return, you would have taken that? 
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Answer. Yes. 
Question. As the Council say, in their report, "It was irnpossible 

frorn the contradictory character of the returns, to deterrnine the 
result of the election in that town," and therefore they rejected the 
returns from that town in their tabulation ; there was no method of 
deciding which was the original return? 

Answer. None to our knowledge, unless by sending for persons 
and papers, or going to the town and ascertaining what the facts 
were in regard to the case. 

Question. You would not hold, would you, that where a complete 
return in a formal manner had been sent in from a town, that a sub
sequent return would throw that town out, if you knew which was 
the first return ? 

.Answer. No. 
Question. And the difficulty here was, when you went to examine, 

to find which was the first return? 
Answer. That seemed to be the fact about it, so far as any 

knowledge came to me or any member of the Council so far as I 
know ; or so far as I understood. 

Question. Did you discover in your examination anything that 
would give any light upon the question of which was the original 
return? 

.Answer. I never heard there was any possible way, by the 
returns, of finding out or determining which was the first or second. 

Question. So that with that lack of evidence of what was the first 
return, and they contradicting each other, you threw them both out? 

Answer. That was the result. 
Question. Did you examine the returns yourself? 
Answer. No; I took the statement of the Council, and they voted 

upon it. 
Question. Examine the other set of returns from Fairfield, found 

in the files of ·the Governor and Council. First is the Governor's 
return which you had nothing to do with? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Look at the other return. It is the same hand writ

ing as the first and the same signatures ? 
Answer. Without inspecting it very closely, I should say they 

were the same; I should suppose so; I should have no doubt about 
it. 

Question. So that the two make out the two sets of returns upon 
which the town was rejected ; do they not? 
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.Answer. That would seem to be the fact about it. 
Question. Now, I ask you what returns you and the Council were 

examining? 
.Answer. Senators and Representatives, I suppose. 
Question. And County Officers? 
Answer. No. The County Officers were not taken up. 
Question. Did you examine or have anJthing to do with opening 

the returns from towns for Governor? 
.Answer. No, never. 
QuesUon. Because those went directly to the Legislature? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. Examine the first return found on that set? 
.Answer. This is the County Officers' return. 
Question. That you did not examine? 
.Answer. No, sir, not at tha.t time, and I never examined or saw 

it. 
Question. Had that been examined up to the time the Council 

made its final report? 
.Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Open that County Officer return again, and tell me what 

you find annexed to that return, and read? 

w ITNESS reads :-
"Fairfield, Sept. 25, 1879. 

To the Secretary of State, Augusta, Me.: 
Sir :-'-Herewith please find amended report of the town of Fairfield, 

made in consequence of an error which occurred in the counting of the 
votes on the evening of the election, which we have made after a careful 
count of the votes, which were carefully preserved. 

F. M. TOTMAN, }Selectmen 
H. 0. B ljRLELGII, of 
c. J. GREENE, . Fairfield. 

Attest: F. E. McFADDEN, Town Clerk of Fairfield." 

Question. That you find with the return for County Officers? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. If you had had that, or anything corresponding to that, 

with the other returns that would have shown which was the second 
set, would it not? 

Answer. I presume so. It would have shown this was an amended 
return. 

Question. Then there would have been no objection to taking the 
first or second? 

Answer. That is a question I am not prepared to answer now. 
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Question. Did you know that anything did accompany it? 
Answer. No. This is the first intimation I ever had that there 

was any certificate or any paper connected in any way with the re
turns 

Question. In addition to what you have just read as a letter from 
the Selectmen, what else do you find pasted upon that left hand 
margin? 

Answer. I find-" .A'lnended return of the Town of Fairfield, Sept. 
25, 1879." 

Question. You find that on a slip of paper stuck on to the return ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. That you did not have with the other return? 
Answer. I never saw or heard of anything of the kind till now. 
Question. In what manner is that memorandum you have just 

read, attached? 
Answer. I should presume it was attached with some gum. 
Question. Or mucilage? 
Answer. I should suppose so. 
Question. It has that appearance? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. I want yon to take the Senatorial and Representative 

returns following that, and look on the left hand corner of the Sena
torial return, and see if you do not find clearly, now that your atten
tion is called to to it, where a memorandum either is found now or 
has been torn, by somebody, from its place? 

Answer. There seems to be the appearance of there having some
thing, at sometime on other, been attached on the corner of the 
return. 

Question. Is it not in the same place, correspondingly, that you 
find the memorandum which you read, on the County Officers' 
return? 

Answer. It is on the corner ; yes. 
Question. Look at it closely, again, and then look at the paper on 

which that little memorandum is written, and see if you do not find 
on that corner where the memorandum was evidently torn, with 
shreds of the same kind of paper, marked with the same sort of blue 
line. I leave that to your observation and intelligence? 

Answer. There is certainly a mark of a blue line, or the com
mencement of one. 

Question. Comparing it with the other paper on the County Offi-
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cer's return, the color, etc., have you any doubt it is a remnant of 
the same kind of paper? 

Answer. I have no means of knowing that matter, but it looks 
very like it. 

Question. Have you any doubt now that that return did contain, 
at some time, a memorandum on that kind of paper, or some kind, 
that has been torn away by somebody? 

.Answer. It certainly has that appearance. 
Question. Then, if the same kind of memorandum had been found 

on the Senatorial and Representative returns as that found upon the 
County Officers' return, declaring which was the second or amended 
return, there would have been no difficulty in settling which was the 
first return ? 

.Answer. No ; not if the certificate was reliable ; and if it was not 
reliable it could have been very easily corrected by the record. 

Question. In the County Officers' return, which was not opened 
by you, that memorandum is still found ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And remained on there till opened? 
.Answer. If it was there it must have remained there till opened. 
Question. Have you got the Governor's return? 
Answer. Yes; they are all attached together here. 
Question. Does the Governor's return, which was not opened by 

you, also contain the same kind of a memorandum, on the same 
kind of paper? 

Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. What does that say? 
Answer. "Aniended return of Town of Fai1:field, Sept. 25, 1879," 

and I should have no doubt of its being in the same hand writing. 
Question. But the Representative return that was thrown out has 

nothing excepting the shreds of the paper which remain on the 
mucilage? 

Answer. That seems to be it. 
Question. Have you any doubt in your own mind that that paper 

had the same kind of a memorandum on it? 
Answe1·. I say, if that was the paper returned in that way as a 

Representative return, that it looks as though that was the fact. 
Question. Looks as though it had been torn off? 
Answer. Evidently been torn off by somebody, or a very peculiar 

piece of paper attached. 
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Question. Did you know anything about that performance? 
Answe1·. I never heard, or saw, or dreamed of anything of that 

sort. 
Question. Would you have sanctioned such a mutilation in the 

return? 
Question. No, sir. 
Question. What kind of a performance do you think it was? 
Answer. If it was done by any member of the Council, it was a 

very gross violation of right. 
Que.i:;tion. You do not think that is following the Constitution and 

laws? 
Answer. No, not by any means. If there is any evidence of any

thing like fraud or improper proceedings, I am not here to justify it, 
or anywhere else. 

Question. Yet you say you examined these returns? 
Answer. No; I never examined one of these returns. 
Question. I am mistaken. You did not so state. But you 

remembered the case? 
Answer. Yes; I remember the case, and the alleged statement 

that there was nothing about the returns to distinguish them in any 
possible way. 

Question. You or the Council had all these returns before them 
for Senators and Representatives, from Fairfield ; they would not 
have thrown them out if they had not? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Was not the basis of their report to you that they had 

examined both sets? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And that nothing could be found to show which was 

the second one? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. In that confusion you rejected them? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you have anything more to do with it than helping 

to settle the conclusion as matter of law, what you would do when 
the facts were reported to you? 

Answer. That is all. 
Que,'Jtion. Did you in any deliberation of the Council or in any 

examination of the Committee on Election Returns, have any know
ledge of the tearing of that memorandum from the Representative 
return? 
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Answer. Never. 
Question. Or did you in any way sanction it? 
Answer. No possible way. 
Question. Do you now, in any way, pretend to excuse or justify it? 
Answer. Not at all. This is the first intimation, this moment, 

that there was any attachment made to any one of the returns in 
any possible way; and, if that was the fact, of course it is an 
unjustifiable act ; that is my judgment. 

Question. Do you think, as the decision finally rested upon you 
and everything had to be approved by you, when the report and list 
were reported to you, on a case where your attention was called and 
you were asked to help make up the decision as matter of law, and 
did help make it up, that you were carefully considering the Con
stitution and the laws in not, yourself, examining these papers, 
instead of taking the report? 

Answer. "\Ve do a great many things on the testimony of men 
whom we implicitly rely upon, and I never had a breath of suspicion 
cross my mind that there was anything that was not perfectly square 
in regard 'i;o those returns ; and the gentlemen who were more imme
diately connected with them made the statement there was nothing 
about them incorrect ; I must confess I was guilty of a little neglect 

in not looking into it personally myself, but of course relying as I 
did on the statements made to me, I did not so examine. 

Question. In the statements you have made constantly since that 
time, in public and private, that the law was carried out and that 
the Constitution was observed, and that there were no frauds, no 
corrections and no tamperings, have you, as in this case, relied upon 
the good faith of the men about you in the Council, who had the 
examination and tabulation of those returns? 

Answer. Most assuredly; I most assuredly so relied in every 
case where my own observation was not called. In a good many 
cases I did examine. This happened to be one of the cases I did 
not. 

Question. Do you remember which meinber of your Council pre
sented this case to you? 

Answer. No; I do not, but I presume Mr. Brown did; I cannot 
testify as to that fact. 

Question. Had you a member of the Council who was also a 
member of the Committee on Election Returns, who was a promi
nent citizen and resident of Fairfield? 



TESTIMONY OF ALONZO GARCELON. 

Answer. Yes ; Mr. Brown. 
Question. S. S. Brown? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. A lawyer. 
Answer. Yes. 

607 

Question. He was one of the gentlemen who, when the Committee 
on Election Returns was re-cast, and two added to it in October, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, was put on additionally? 

Answer. Precisely. 
Question. How far does he live from here? 
Answer. About twenty miles, I think. 
Question. Easy and convenient communication between this city 

and that town? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Railroad between here and there? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he not in the habit of coming down to attend ses
sions, and sometimes going back at night and returning here in the 
morning? 

Answer. I should think not ; I do not know. 
Question. That was an easy thing to do? 
Answer. Not as the trains run. The communication back and 

forth to the East is very unfavorable. 
Question. There are two or three trains a day between here and 

there? 
Answer. No ; there is only one train a day that is practical. You 

can go at four in the afternoon and come back at ten the next day. 
Question. There are night trains? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. It was so near that there was no difficulty in Brown, 

as a member of the Committee on Election Returns, whom you pre
sume presented this case to you, sending up to his neighbors and 
getting testimony? 

Answer. I should judge not. 
Question. Was it ever proposed that, to settle this question, 

which was the original return, either of the Selectmen should be 
brought in? 

Answer. No. 
Question. In the case of Farmington, which we examined yester

day, you did admit the affidavit of the Selectmen, and decided the 
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case upon it; can you conceive any reason why that should not 
have been clone in the Fairfield case? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Why? 
Answer. Probably they wanted to get a Representative of the 

right stamp. 
Question. I believe you stated that the rule in regard to initials 

was, that if only the initials or different initials appeared, they were 
counted for two persons? 

Answer. That was the rule as adopted ; I wish to explain :-You 
remember that the tabulations of these tables were made before this 
rule, or before this matter was decided upon, and the question 
investigated. 

Question. The first tabulation? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiwstion. But we are looking here at the final tabulation from 

which the list was made up ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. That was made after the rule. was adopted? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You do not wish to take any point there? 
Answer. No. 
Question. I ask you to examine the return from a town near by 

you, where you are well known, and have, no doubt, been a great 
many times in your profession,-East Livermore,-tbe return for 
County Officers, and state for whom the votes are given for County 
Commissioner? 

Answer. Hiram Briggs and George T. Piper. 
Question. Look at the tabulations for County Officers, East Liv

ermore, and see for whom the vote of Hiram Briggs is tabulated and 
counted? 

Answer. Carried out for Hiram Briggs. 
Question. As is shown by the other towns in the county, who was 

the Republican candidate and received the vote of the party? 
Answer. Hiram W. Briggs. 
Question. But the return shows it to have been '' Hiram Briggs," 

without the middle initial? 
Answer. Yes, and so tabulated. 
Question. And you believe correctly? 
Answer. Certainly. 
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Question. Because where an initial was omitted or used instead 
of the full name you counted it for the two men? 

Answer. That was the rule. 
Question. So you hold that tabulation was correct? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you know that in that case Messrs. Wing and Sav

age appeared with an affidavit stating that the record showed that 
the votes were thrown for Hiram W. Briggs, and that the votes : 
themselves were for Hiram W. Briggs, bnt that the retl].rn, by mis
take left out the '' W ?" 

Ansiver. I do not remember distinctly; I know there wzts some- . 
thing about it, and I decided that Hiram W. Briggs should have the . 
ce1-tifi ca te. 

Question. But not upon the tabulation? 
Answer. No. 
Question. It was tabulated for '' Hiram Briggs,H there? 
Answer. Yes. It was amended under the law of eighteen hun

dred and seventy-seven; that was my decision. There was quite a 
contest, and I decided it should be correcterl. 

Question. Did you decide that the return of this town should be 
corrected, or did you decide upon the majority aside from this? 

Answer. No; I decided that should be corrected, that the vote 
should be counted, because there was no question about the County 
Officers. 

Question. If your rule was that they should be counted for the 
two men, why should you change the decision? 

Answer. Because it was corrected by the record so far as County 
Officers were concerned. 

Question. Without that you would not have changed it? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Who got the certificate in that case for County Com-

missioner? 
Answm·. Briggs, I think. 
l\fa. CooK : Piper got it? 
WITNESS. It was contrary to my direction then. If you will look 

at the law you will see the Governor is not required to sign those 
certificates. The matter of county returns I never myself examined 
and never signed any certificate. 

Question. Piper received the certificate and your Council over
ruled you? 

39 
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Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. The tabulation shows no correction? 
Answer. No. 
Question. So it must have finally been counted for '' Hiram 

Briggs," and Piper received the certificate? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Piper is a Democrat and Briggs a Republican? 
Answer. I ao not know, but suppose it to be so if he received his 

certificate under those circumstances; I am not acquainted with the 
politics of either. 

Q1wstion. Look at the county returns from the town of Lincoln 
for County Attorney and read the vote as you find it? 

Answer. Whole number of votes three hundred and seventy
eight. 

Question. Who are they thrown for? 
Answer. B. H. Mace two hundred and eight; Peregrine G. 

White six; Jasper Hutchins one hundred and sixty-four. 
Question. Look at the tabulations of Lincoln, in Penobscot county, 

and see for whom the vote, which in the return is given to B. H. 
Mace, is tabulated? 

Answer. "Benjamin H. Mace." 
Question. Do you know ot any rule by which votes returned for 

"B. H. Mace" should be tabulated for "Benjamin H. Mace?" 
Answer. No. 
Question. What would have been your rule in that case? 
Answer. To tabulate for "B. H. Mace." 
Question. And Benjamin H. Mace would have lost it under your 

rule? 
Answer. He would have lost the vote of that town. 
Question. Do you approve of that tabulation? 
.Answer. That is evidently wrong under the rule we adopted. 
Question. Did you know of the violation of the rule in that case? 
Answer. No; I never examined any of the county returns, per-

sonally, excepting the county return from the town of Livermore, 
because that was a matter left with them. 

Question. Which is the Fusionist and which the Republican in 
this return ? 

Answer. I suppose that Mace is the Fusionist from what I have 
learned since election. 

Question. Who received the certificate? 
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Answer. I do not know. 

Questio1. Don't you know by public repute, as it appeared in the 
newspapers, that Mace received the certificate? 

Answer. Yes. 

Qilestion. Do you remember the fatality of the ditto marks, by 
which a good deal of public and private talk was made? 

Answer. I remember there were such cases. I do not remember 
anything of the particular cases. 

. 
Question. Do you remember that the rule adopted was, to throw out 

the returns for the candidate against whose name the ditto marks 
appear? 

.Answer. That was the rule. 
Question. Was that, in your judgment, a proper rule? 
Answer. I thought so, then; I think so now. 
Question. I call your attention to the vote for Senator from the 

town of Andover, Oxford county, and ask you to state how the re
turn reads, as to the votes cast? 

Answe1·. "Francis W. Redlon, one hundred sixteen,,116 / Willimn 
W. Wait, 116,"-in figures, and under the "one hundred sixteen" 
ditto marks. Likewise for Gilbert Barrett the figures "95" and 
ditto marks under the words "ninety-five." 

Question. Under the rule the votes for the two second candidates 
would not be counted? 

Answer. I am not quite so clear. That is one of the cases where 
the figures are made plainly and unmistakably, and I would hesitate 
about giving an opinion. I do not remember whether the Constitu
tion says it shall be carried out both in words and figures. 

Question. Look and see whether it is tabulated for all four candi
dates? 

.Answer. It is. 
Question. Each of the four candidates gets the benefit of the 

votes as cast ? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. The ditto marks were not regarrled, it was not thrown 

out on that account? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Look at the Senatorial return from the town of West

brook? 
Answer. That is a very different return. The figures are not car

ried out. 
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Question. How does that read? 
Answer. '' Fm· Joseph Locke of Portland three hundred sixty," 

and figures '' 360 j'' but under the three other candidat~s nothing 
but dots, neither figures or words against them. 

Question. Is it the same for Fusion candidates following? 
Answer. The Fusion candidates are all carried out in words and 

figures. 
Question. Do you remember whether in that case all of the votes 

for the candidates aside from the first two were thrown out on 
account of the ditto marks? 

Answer. I do not. 
Question. Look at the tabulation and see how Westbrook is tab

ulated? 
A.nswAr. There are five candidates for whom the vote is carried 

out and three omitted. 
Question. The three opposite whom the ditto marks are placed are 

not tabulated and counted? 
Answer. No. 
Question. The majority in that case was on which side? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. Three on the Republican side were thrown out? 
Answer. It seems they were not tabulated. 
Question. Did not that change the result in Cumberland county? 
Answer. I do not know; I supposed the vote of Portland changed 

the result ; I do not know how that was ; I should regard the rejec
tion of the vote, under the Constitution, perfectly correct. 

Question. You would make the distinction that in one case figures 
were carried out and in the other case they were not? 

Answer. That would render the case a more difficult one to 
decide. 

Qiwstion. Was it not a rule established by you, that where thg 
return did not show either the name of the town or county, that it 
was rejected? 

Answer. I do not remember particularly about that rule, but I 
should suppose that would be necessary. There must be something 
about it to show where it came from. 

Question. That would be the natural rule? 
Answer. Yes, if there was any case of that kind. 
Question. Look at the County Officers' return from the town of 

Buckfield, and see, as you start in, whether there is any declaration 
as to where the return is from ? 
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Answe1·. There is nothing on the first page that shows either 
county or town. 

Question. Carry your observation further down to the corner, 
where the Selectmen sign, and see if the name of the town appears 
opposite the Selectmen ? 

Answer. "Buckfield" appears opposite one of them. 
Question. Look carefully at the word "Buckfield" as written, in 

connection with the fact that Mr. Farrington and another gentleman 
have testified that, when they first looked at it on file, the name was 
not written there at all ; look at that writing '' Buckfield," and see if 
it is not evident and plain to you it is in a different hand writing 
from anything else in the return, from either of the signatures of 
Selectmen or Town Clerk? 

Answer. I should have my doubts about its being in the same 
hand writing. 

Question. Would you have any doubt about it; is it not plain? 
Answer. It would seem so. Of course I should not want to give 

an opinion about that till I had very carefully examined it; still, it 
looks as though it was in a different hand writing. 

Question. Do you know that the Town Officers themselves, 
although members of the Fusion party, appeared and testified they 
did not write it there, either of them? 

Answer. I did not know about the fact; I never heard of it. 
Question. Was there anything in your rule that authorized, where 

a return had a fatal defect of that kind, any member of the Council 
or any Clerk, or anybody, who had access to those returns, to write 
in the word, making it a correct return? 

Answer. No. That question never arose, and no authority, of 
course, was ever given to anybody. 

Question. Would any proposition of that kind have received from 
you a moment's consideration? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you ever, in any way, authorize anybody to tamper 

with any of these returns, or to write in the name of town or county 
where omitted, or in any way fix it up so it would make a legal 
return? 

Answer. No, not even to put the scratch of a pen or pencil. 
Question. If anything of this kind was done, as appears in this 

return, by somebody, was it done without your knowledge or consent? 
Answer. Entirely, or suspicion,-and I do not justify it. 
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Question. Did you ever have occasion to examine that? 
.Answer. I never heard of an intimation of it before this moment. 
Question. Do you remember of l\fr. Bisbee from Buckfield, the 

town whose return has just been examined, being down and visiting 
you and the Council and examining the condition of the returns for 
that town and county? 

Answer. I remember of seeing Mr. Bisbee, and I suppose he 
examined those returns ; my attention was not particularly called to 
them. I never made any examination of any county returns and 
know nothing about them. 

Question. So that, whatever was done upon them was done with
out being brought to your knowledge at all? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Do you know, as matter of fact, which way the majority 

was quite largely in Buckfield? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Don't you know it is a strong Greenback town? 
Answer. No; I have the impression it is the other way. 
Question. Right under Solon Chase's nose? 
Answer. It does not make any difference about that. Strange 

things happen sometimes. So far as that matter is concerned, I 
presume there is not a man in the State who knows so little about 
the political complexion of towns or members of the Legislature as 
I do. It is a matter I never inquired into. Although I have been 
several times a candidate for office I never asked a man to vote for 
me. I never desired an office, and have had nothing to do with what 
you term politics or political action. I have, unfortunately, been 
placed in positions where I had to act and I calculated to act correctly. 

Question. I call your attention to the return for County Commis
sioner for the town of Hebron in Oxford county, where Frank Y. 
Bradley was the Republican candidate and Henry G. Walker the 
Fusion candidate. Look at the return and state just what you find 
apparent in regard to the name of the Fusion candidate there, who 
was Henry G. Walker? [Witness exan'lines return with a micro

scope.] 
Answer. It has the appearance that the name was written as 

"Henry C. Walker," and that the addition of the lower part, con
verting th~ "O" into a '• G," was made after the " 0" was made. 

Question. Has the '' 0" been attempted to be changed, or changed 
into a '' G " by adding a mark? 
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Answer. Yes. It looks as though there was a plain" 0" first 
made, and that letter was changed to a " G." 

Question. By the tail being added? 
.Answer. Yes, or lower stroke. 
Question. Is it plain it was first made a complete '· 0 ?" 
Answer. Yes, it is plain to to the eye, and especially so under the 

microscope. 

Question. Is the "O" evidently of the same hand writing, the 
same ink, the same shade of the other letters in that name? 

Answer. It looks as though there had been some scratching about 
the lower part before the tail was put upon it. It looks as though 
there had been a little attempt to change ; if I was a suspicious 
character I should suppose some one had tampered with it. 

Question. Is it very plain that the alteration which made it into a 
sort of '' G " was made after it had been made a '' 0 ?" 

Answer. That is the appearance to me, assuredly. 
Question. Mr. Farrington saw that letter when the return was 

first opened and found it a '' 0," on the eighth day of December; 
before the count was made up it was changed and the return was 
tabulated for '· Henry G. ·walker." Had you any knowledge of 
that? 

Answer. None at all. 
Question. What would you call that? 
Answer. I should call that a cheat, if it was done as a cheat, by 

whoever did it. 
Question. If it was a '' 0" on the eighth of December, and 

changed after that before the tabulation was made up you would call 
it, by whomever made, a cheat? 

.Answer. It does not make any difference by whom. 
Question. A forgery? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Quest·ion. That is forgery of a return? 
.Answer. Yes ; if the return came in as '· 0" and was afterwards . 

made '' G " it was a forgery. 
Question. In order to see what motive there was to change that,. 

look at the tabulation of Hebron and see for whom this vote was tab
ulated, whether "Henry C." or "Henry G." Walker. 

Answer. There are no votes tabulated for anybody but "Henry 
G. Walker." 

Question. So that the tabulation was clearly made up from the 
return as altered ? 
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Answer. It was made up from the return as it now appears to 
exist. 

Question. You have no doubt there was an alteration by some
body? 

Answer. I have no doubt "0" was made and there was a change 
to the "G," either by the party who made out the original return or 

by somebody since. 
Question. Would yon justi(y the changing of an initial in the name 

of a candidate from " O" to a ·• G," in order that it might be tabu
lated for him and he gain the yote ? 

Answer. No ; of course not. 
Question. W oulcl you call that conforming to the Constitution and 

laws? 
Answer. Not much. 
Questfon. vVould you not call it a gross and wanton and inex

cusable violation of every law applicable to returns? 
Answer. Yes, certainly; if any evidence of anything of that kind 

exists it is a gross violation of right, if the fact is as you state, that 
is to say, if the testimony of those gentlemen is that. 

Question. Yes ; and they were here for the purpose of examining. 
The question is suggested to me by a member of the Committee, 
(Mr. Strickland) whether in the examination of these returns to see 
how they were found, persons were permitted to examine them 
excepting in the Council Room, and in the presence of the Council? 

Answer. I have always understood the parties had very free 
access to those returns. They were very frequently taken into the 
Messenger's Room, and, when I was in the Council Chamber, taken 
into my Room and examined by attorneys or parties interested 
in the examination of the returns. For a large number of days,
several weeks,-there was almost a constant examination of those 
returns by parties of various kinds. 

Q1testion. So that parties outside had an opportunity of looking 
.-at the Hebron return? 

Ansicer. Yes, parties in the interest of those returns ; I have that 
impression, and I believe that is correct. 

Question. If they were taken out to be examined in your Room, 
or the Messenger's Room, did not a member of the Council always 
accompany them? wherever taken, were they not in the custody 
of some member of the Council? 

Answer. I cannot say, although my impression is it was frequently 
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the case that men examined these returns without their being 
present; I would not state that as absolute fact, because I cannot say. 

Question. Take the case of the Hebron return :-assuming there 
was no change of the • 'C" on December eighth, but was done after
wards by somebody; if it was done by somebody outside of the 
Council without their knowledge, when they came to tabulate it 
would it not appear to them, and does it not now appear plain, that 
a change had been made ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was not that enough to put them upon their inquiry? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You do not think, whoever did it, that they ought to 

count it, without inquiring? 
.Answe1·. No, sir. When the question came up about issuing cer

tificates, as to whether the law required the Governor to sign county 
returns, and it was decided it was not deemed necessary, I put the 
question to the several members of the Council whether upon their 
honor the county returns had been correctly returned, and the count 
was made up properly; and I received the affirmative, that they 
vouched for their being perfectly accurate; and I trusted to them. 

BY MR. STRICKLAND : 
Question. ·whether or not other persons than the Governor and 

Council had an opportunity, if they saw fit, to make the alteration 
of "C" into "G ?" 

.Answer. I have already said, that so far as I know, there was; 
and, indeed, I do know, very decidedly, there was very free access 
to those county returns ; that the parties in the interest of those 
candidates, such as Mr. Bisbee, were here about that business; and 
Mr. Heath, and a large number of gentlemen from various counties; 
and candidates themselves. There was very free access to county 
returns. The only county return I think that I ever examined was 
the return from Livermore, where the question came up of amend
ing. I know that some members of the Council were very much 
opposed to making any amendment. I decided it should be done in 
that case. I have the impression there was very free access to those 
returns. 

BY MR. HALE: 
Question. It could hardly have been any object for any Repub

lican to change that to make it count for a Democratic candidate? 
.Answer. I should suppose not. 
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BY MR. STRICKLAND : 

Question. For instance, the return from Buckfield which did not 
show either the town or county on the face except the word written 
in down against the Selectmen and Town Clerk ; could not some 
person besides those persons connected with the Governor and Coun
cil have opportunity to write that word? 

Answer. I suppose that might have been done, but I know nothing 
about 1t. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. If it was clone, and forgery was committed by anybody 

before the Council tabulated it and counted it, in the manner this 
was done, it was enough to call their attention to it before counting it? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. And ought to have done so? 
Answer. Yes, unless on the back of the envelope there might be 

an assurance it was from Buckfield. 

BY l\fa. STRICKLAND : 

Question. There would be nothing suspicious about the word 
"Buckfield" in that return? 

Answer. No, sir. 
. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. 1Vas not the question of identity of names and towns, 

whether written by the same party or different ones, under your prin
ciple, more or less discussed,-whether returns were all signed by 
one Selectman, and so was it not a question which involved scrutiny 
of names before the Council from time to time ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. That was one of the things they would naturally be on 
the look out for? 

• Answer. Yes ; to see whether they were forged returns ; under 
the decision of the Court that to an official document a man must 
sign his name or make his mark. 

Question. The Council ought to have been on the look out for any 
forgeries of names or towns ? 

Answer. Yes, names ; I do not know as towns? 
Question. I call your attention to the Senatorial return from the 

town of Wells, York county, and ask you to look at the return for 
Mr. Stover, who was one of the Fusion candidates for Senator, and 
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to state what you find there apparent in the name Stover? [Witness 
examines return with microscope. J 

Answer. I should say, on examining it, that in the writing of it 
the words '' Josiah Stover" were first written in. 

Question. That is, that the name was first written '' Josiah 
Stover?" 

Answer. Yes, sir, and subsequently the "A" was written in. I 
should say so, judging from the fact that there is so little space 
between the "h" in Josiah and the letter "S." 

Question. Not enough space or such as would be natural? 
A nswe1·. No ; not natural, and yet, under the glass there is no 

appearance of any erasure or anything of the kind. 
Question. If the letter was written in afterwards there would be 

no erasure? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Does it not appear also from the look of the ink and 

the scoring that the '' A" presents a different appearance to the eye 
than the other letters ? 

Answer. The ink appears precisely the same as the "S," I should 
judge. In the word '' Hatch" the ink was evidently a. little thick, 
and, in dipping the pen in some ink-stands, you will sometimes take 
up thicker ink and the appearance is different. I would not want to 
give any testimony as to that. 

Question. Does it look as if the "S" had had some additional 
shading? 

Answer. In the "S" there is that same appearance of roughness 
as in all the letters, almost, as you look at them under the glass. 

Question. See if you find any other capital '' A" in that return, 
and, by the way, look at the name '' Josiah Stover" and see if it is 
evidently in the hand writing of the Clerk? 

Answer. I should hardly think any of those names were written 
by the Clerk. [Witness examines the return more closely than 
before. J Yes ; I should think they were. 

Qv .. estion. See if you find any other capital '' A" that looks like 

that" A?" 
Answer. There is a letter "A" in Hills' name, which in the form 

of the letter is very like. 
Question. Are the form and size the same? 
Answer. Little more space. That could be accounted for on the 

ground that there was a mistake made in writing the name and the 

'' A" was put in afterwards. 
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Que.<;tion. Look at the memorandum attached which the Town 
Clerk made up for his record book, and see how the Clerk has there 
made up his record on the Stover vote? 

Answer. "Josiah Stover." What do you call this? 
Question. This is a memorandum for the record. That memo

randum contains the names of all the candidates with the votes 
carried out? 

Answer. It appears to be so. 
Question. It is carried out for " Josiah Stover?" 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. In this case the Clerk has appeared and sworn that he 

wrote the name "Josiah Stover," and dir1 not wri~e that "A," and 
that he wrote it as he wrote it on his memorandum for his town 
record. Do you know, under those circusmstances, of any person 
who would have any right, for the sake of giving the three hun
dred odd votes to Stover, the Fusion candidate, to write in that 
letter ''A?" 

Answer. No. 
Question. Ought it to have been tabulated and counted for 

"Josiah Stover?" 
Answe1·. If it so appeared when it fell into the hands of the Coun-

cil or Committee, or whoever examined the return. 
Question. You never examined this case personally? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you ever hear or know before from inspection, of 

that appearance of that return? 
Answer. No, I never heard of anything of the kind. 
Question. Did you have any knowledge of blank returns being 

sent out from the Council or Secretary of State or by any member 
of the State Government, to Fusion towns, for the purpose of being 
changerl or substituted for the original returns? 

Answer. I never did. 
Questi'.on. Do you know of anything in the law that justifies such 

substitution? 

Answer. I not only do not know of anything which justifies, but 
my understanding of the law is that anything of the kind is abso
lutely illegal. 

Question. Did you know of blank returns being sent, as testified 
to by Mr. Talbot of East Machias, to him by the Adjutant General? 

Answer. No; I did not hear the testimony. 
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Question. With instructions accompanying them, stating what 
defects existed in certain towns ? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. If anything of that kind was done, or any consultation 

or any plan of action matured in Augusta, had you any knowledge 
of it? 

Answer. No, I had not ; l never heard of the thing being done 
by any member of the government. 

Question. Would you have authorized any person who had had an 
opportunity to examine the returns in the Council, at a period before 
they were made public, from the knowledge there obtained of defects 
in Fusion towns, to send out blank returns for the purpose of fixing 
and correcting their returns ? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you ever authorize anybody? 
Answer. I never authorized anybody; I never heard any member 

of the government intimate they had done such a thing, or that such 
a thing was done or talked about. 

Question. Previous to the time when the returns were made pub
lic, could anybody have sent blank returns to any Fusion ~ndidate 
with instructions and directions as to what defects existed in the 
returns, unless he had had access to the returns? 

Answer. I do not know about that ; I do not know in what way 
he could have done so unless he had been told. He might have 
been informed by some person who had had access to them. 

Question. Had anybody been allowed access previous to the time 
when the vote of the Council took place that an examination should 
be allowed on December first? 

Answer. No to my knowledge. Will you allow me to state fully 
in regard to that matter? 

Question. Yes, glad to have you. 
Answer. On October twenty-ninth, when the vote was passed 

authorizing those returns to be taken charge of by the Committee, I 
had supposed-I now suppose-that no person had ever seen the 
inside of one of those returns. On the twenty-ninth or thirtieth, or 
immediately after the adjournment of the Council, as I understand, 
the Committee on Elections took charge of those returns. On the 
seventeenth of November, when the Committee called on me in re
gard to this matter of the returns and intimated parties had had 
access to those returns and there was a statement made that the Re-
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publicans wanted to be used as well as the Democrats, I, of course, 
felt indignant at the suggestion that anybody had had access to 
them. I did not believe they had. Immediately, on conferring 
with the members of the Council, I put the question squarely to them 
whether any person had had access outside of the members of the 
Council, and the statement was made to me, decidedly, that no per
son had had such access, and the statement was further made to me 
that it was not possible for anybody to have without the knowledge 
of some member of the Council ; that the chairman of the Committee 
had the charge of' those returns and that he had a key ,-a double 
key or what would be equivalent to two keys, and that, when the 
Council left the Executive Chamber, the returns were put into the 
safe ; the safe locked, he taking one-half of the key and the Secre
tary of State the other half, so that neither one could get access to 
the returns without the knowledge of the other. And, upon that 
statement, believing those gentlemen to be men of truth and veracity, 
I did not hesitate to make the statement that it was not possible for 
an.Ybody to have had access to those returns; I so believed. 

Question. You did believe, up to October thirty-first, that nobody 

had seen them? 
Answer. That nobody had seen the inside of a return. 
Question. After that, up to November seventeenth, that nobody 

had seen them but the Committee? 
Answer. Certainly. 
Question. And, after that, to the time when it was voted that an 

examination might take place, as was shown _yesterday, that nobody 
saw them bnt the Council and yourself? 

Answer. I so understood it. 
Question. Under the restriction which you have so well stated as 

to the parties who could know of those things, if any information 
was conveyed outside as to the condition of those returns by any 
party at Augusta or any blanks sent out for correction based upon 
their condition, it must have been from information derived from 
some member of the Committee who up to the seventeenth of 
November had had the sole charge of them? 

Answer. That would be my inference. 
Qiiestion. Do you know of anybody else who could have given the 

information? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Could you have given the information? 
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Answer. No; I never saw the inside or outside of a return till 
long after the seventeenth of November. 

Question. Up to November seventeenth had anybody excepting 
those five Councillors any right to know what was in those returns? 

Answer. No, no farther than they could learn from the returns in 
the Secretary's office. 

Question. If, in the early part of November, blank returns were 
sent by the Adjutant General to the Honorable James R. Talbot, 
Fusion candidate for Senator, with specific directions, in a letter 
accompanying, as to what defects existed in the returns from Jones
borough and Addison and Whiting, how could that information have 
been got as to the condition of those returns excepting from the five 
gentlemen, or some one of them, who had the custody of those up 
to November seventeenth? 

Answer. You are asking me a question which I cannot answer; 
I know of no other way. 

Question. You can conceive of no_ other way, method or source 
of information, except one of those five gentlemen? 

Answer. No, unless it might be-it is not among the impossi
ble things-that the Messenger to the Governor and Council might, 
in passing in or out of the Room, had an eye upon them or heard a 
statement or conversation or something of that kind. 

Question. Did not the Messenger-Mark Harden-have very free 
and untrammelled access to the Council Room during all this time, 
and during the sessions of the Governor and Council? 

Answer. Yes, or that was generally the fact, I think. 
Question. Was he not employed by the Council to do clerical 

work in relation to those returns? 
Answer. I have the impression that he was. 
Question. Then he, in addition to the five gentlemen, must have 

been possessed of knowledge as to what the returns contained? 
Answer. He might have been; I do not say that he must. 
Question. If he was doing clerical work? 
Answer. I cannot say what kind of clerical work ; whether he was 

doing any work of that kind I cannot say ; I was not here in Augusta 
during that time. 

Question. Can you think of any one besides him outside of those 
five gentlemen? 

Answer. No; I base my statement entirely on what was told me 
on inquiry, because I wished to know whether there was any ground
work for those charges. 



624 ALTERED ELECTION RETURNS. 

Question. Would the Secretary of State, or his assistant, Mr. 
Sawyer, who appears each day to have been present, and to have 
kept the roll and record of the Council, be likely to know what was 
in these returns, or have a chance to inspect them as they were 
opened? 

Answer. I should judge not. This is a matter of mere opinion. I 
should judge that during the time those gentlemen were examining 
these returns there was no occasion for either the Secretary of State 
or his deputy to be in the Room or connected with the Room. I 
know nothing about the fact whether they were or not. 

Question. You were not here from the thirty-first of October to 
seven teeth of November? 

Answer. From the twenty-ninth of October to the seventeenth of 
November, I was not in town at all. 

Question. You can only state as to the general course of business 

in the Council? 
Answer. That is all. 
Question. Look at these three sheets, marked "Exhibit 36, G.D. 

B., Clerk of Cornmittee," and see if they, or any of them, are in your 
hand writing, or made by you? 

Answer. I should judge they were; I should say they were. 
Question. In your hand writing? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. The different sheets? 
.Answer. Yes, and I remember the circumstances very well. I 

was running over the tabulation, to ascertain after the whole thing 
was completed. There had been a good deal of talk-there was a 
charge made in the papers that no Democratic towns had been 
rejected, and I took the tabulation one day to ascertain that fact, 
and just ran over the different towns to see how many towns in each 
county were rejected and what the majorities were in the several 
towns, and my impression is, the result I found was there had been 
sixty-three or sixty-four towns, I think, rejected for one reason and 
another, including the five cities; fifty-nine towns without the cities; 
and, of the fifty-nine towns two of them had thrown a tie vote, and 
of the balance, thirty of them were Democratic towns and twenty
seven were Republican towns, as appeared on the returns, that the 
majoriti-es which were rejected on the Republican side were one hun
dred forty-two votes more that on the Democratic side. 

QuesUon. How was it possible, with your lack of knowledge as 
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to who were Democrats and who Republicans, for you to tell in 
figuring what Republican towns were thrown out and what Demo
cratic towns? 

Answer. I called upon gentlemen of the Council, or some assis
tant, to determine that fact. 

Question. So you did then discover, and you were scrutinizing 
and getting information as to where Democratic returns had been 
thrown out, and where Republican returns had been? 

Answer. This was made up some time after the final determina
tion, and after the matter had been published around and charges 
made that no Democratic towns were thrown out, and I wanted to 
satisfy myself, and inquired into it, running over in that way. 

Question. Since we hogan the examination I have called your 
attention to many towns, in some cases yon knew of and had taken 
part in, and in other cases where the result was reached without 
your knowledge, in which Repnblicans were thrown out by reason 
of the different defects that I have brought to your attention, under 
the rules, and Fusionists counted in, like Cherryfield, Fairfieht 
Farmington, the Ashland case, and many others I need not mention 
of that kind. Do you recall a single case where any rejection of a 
Democratic or Greenback town threw out a Democratic or Green
back candidate? 

Answer. I do not know the fact; I have never examined into that 
question. It is alleged there is not, but I do not know about that. 

Question. I ask you, do you recall a single instance? 

Answer. I do not know; I have no knowledge of the fact. My 
looking at the matter I referred to was merely a matter of curiosity. 

Question. While, as we have shown, they were throwing out Re
publican candidates and giving Fnsionists certificates, have you ever 
heard of any instance whore, the throwing out of any town, threw 
out a Fusion candidate and returned a Republican? 

Answer. I never heard of anything of the kind; I never have 
examined into that. 

Question. In examining the returns from nearly five hundred 
towns and plantations in the State, critically as this evidently was 
examined, do you not consider it was a most remarkable coincidence 
that, out of those, not a single Fusion candidate should have been 
thrown out and a Republican counted in? 

Answer. I do not know as there is anything very remarkable 
about it ; by the rules adopted in these different towns which were 

40 
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rejected it so happened. There are but very few towns where there 
' could have been any change. You have mentioned two or three and 

said '' Many others ; " I do not recollect only two or three where 
that rule would work. In Danforth, for instance, there could be no 
mistake about that. 

Question. Here is the report of the Council, which states in one 
case of its affecting the election of one Representative, in another 
case, by adopting this rule, the election of five Representatives is 
affected? 

Answer. What rule was that, counting names as in case of Hills? 
Question. I suppose so ; and have I not shown you since this 

examination where, under the rule as applied by the Council, it was 
not applied in the same way to both parties? 

Answer. If that was so, it was wrong. 
Question. Was not that wrong? 
Answer. Yes, if it was so; but that is a matter-which to me is a 

matter I was not aware of. 
Question. Is it so strange that all of these five instances given here, 

should have been Republicans and not Fusionists, when we are con
fronted with the evidence, as shown to you, that the rule was not 
made to apply to both parties? 

Answer. If the rule was not made to apply, it was decidedly 
wrong. 

Question. Have I not shown you instances where you have 
declared the rule was not applied, and that if you had had your way 
it would have been applied differently? 

Answe1·. Yes ; on the face of it. 
Question. So that the upshot of it is, and all was, that not a 

single Fusionist was anywhere counted out, but that the counting 
out rule whatever it may be, as applied by the Council,-! do not 
say by you,-counted out only upon one side, so far as your knowl
edge goes? 

Answer. I do not know; I have no definite knowledge, for I 
never examined that particular point. 

Question. Do you know that this report sent out by the Com
mittee on Election Returns reciting the reasons for changes, affects 
some twenty-seven Representatives, and does not claim that their 
rule, as applied, affected a single Fusionist? 

Answer. Inclusive of the cities? 
Question. It would be reduced to seventeen excluding the cities. 
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Don't you know that every one of those seventeen Representatives 
in the report were Republicans counted out and Fusionists counted 
in, in their stead? 

Answer. Yes, I think so; that is the general statement. 
Question. Yon have no doubt of it? 
Answer. I presume that is correct; and, so far as that is con

cerned, I see no wrong so far as applied to those cases ; but, if 
there were cases where the same rule w~s not applied it was wrong. 

Question. Is it not remarkable that, if a set of rules were adopted 
and strictly carried through, they should apply to seventeen cases 
on one side and to not one case on the other side? 

Answer. It would be a little significant; of course, it might be 
regarded as singular. 

Question. You do not see any reason why, if a return for "E. K. 
Hall" is not counted when" Edward K. Hall" is the real name, that 
a return on the other side should be counted for '' Benjamin H. 
Mace," when the return said " B. H. Mace?" 

Answer. No; I do not justify that. 
Question. When a thing of that kind is found it shows plain, in 

the mind of a reasonable man, why the operation of this rule counted 
out seventeen Republicans and no Fusionist? 

Answer. Yes. 
Que.'ition. The only object, as you stated before, that can be found 

is, that a Representative was wanted of "the right stamp?" 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Is not that the way it would strike an ordinary mind? 
Answer. I should think likely that might be the impression that 

was conveyed. 
Question. In regard to the law, you say you did not rely on Mr. 

Pillsbury; upon whom were you relying for the law? 
Answer. In regard to what was the law? 
Question. Yes. 
Answer. We had the Attorney General to call upon; and Mr. 

Brown, himself, was a member of the Bar, and regarded as a 
<leccntly good lawyer, a fair lawyer; and Mr. Bradbury was con
sulted, and Mr. ·webster, and Mr. Gould, and several other gen
tlemen, in regard to various points: 

Question. Were those gentlemen consulted formally, and employed 

as counsel? 
Answer. Some of them were employed as counsel. 
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Questfon. When did you first become aware that this subject of 
the counting out and of the results, some of which have been 
brought to your attention, and have greatly surprised you, was the 
great and controlling matter of public interest in the minds of the 
people of Maine? 

Answer. I cannot tell you. There was newspaper talk. The only 
conversation that ever occured with any members of the Council 
was, that it was desirable to have the law strictly followed, and the 
principles of the Constitution applied to the tabulation of the votes ; 
what particular time I cannot say. 

Qiwstion. The reports of the Council, upon which the certificates 
were issued, bear elate December thirteenth ; the certificates were 
issued some time subsequent to that. Did you become aware that 
there ·was great public feeling and excitement upon this question, 
after the eertificates had been issued? 

Answer. I became aware before that; November seventeenth was 
the first particular intimation I had that there was an unusual excite

ment. 
Question. Did or not, the interest, and the feeling, and excite

ment, continue and increase from that day onward, till the year 
ended? 

Answer. Yes; great excitement. 
Question. Was it not, at last, the almost engrossing subject of 

public attention and talk and feeling in Maine? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiiestion. At what time did you proceed to take counsel outside 

of the legally constituted authority of the State, the Council and the 
Attorney General? 

.Answer. I cannot state precisely. 
Question. Before or after the certificates were issued? 
Answer. I presume sometime before. My impression is I had 

several conversations with several legal gentlemen as to what the 
Constitution and the law required, particularly upon the question of 
the constitutionality of the law of eighteen hundred and seventy
seven, as to the application of that law, whether the evidence was 
to be taken outside, by the Constitution. 

Question. What was the law ;s laid down to you by counsel with 
whom you consulted on the question of the binding force of the act 
of eighteen hundred and seventy-seven? 

Answer. Mr. Noyes of Waterville, Mr. Bradbury, Judge Rice, 
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Mr. Bion Bradbury and quite a large number of other gentlemen, I 
recollect of conversing with in regard to the matter-and some of 
them I asked to look at the law and decide upon it-were unanimous 
in expressing the opinion to me that the law was decidedly uncon
stitutional, that it was assuming to constitute something different 
than the Constitution required ; that was in regard to the general 
results of the law. 

Question. That this law which allowed the Governor and Council 
to take testimony upon the returns was unconstitutional? 

.Answer. Yes. 
Question. vVhy was it, if you had that legal advice and intended 

to follow it, that you allowed affidavits to be sent in from Mr. 
Smart? 

Answer. Affidavits as regards the legality of the returns were 
clearly admissible. 

Question. I am speaking of affidavits as to the intention of the 
voters? 

Answer. There is no such case to my knowledge on record. 
Question. You know, now, there is such a case, for I called your 

attention to Robbinston, where the vote was tabulated and counted 
for "John T. ·wallace, Jr.," although the vote was thrown for 
"John T. ,,v allace," on the affidavit of certain voters that they 
intended to vote for" John T. "\Vallace, Jr.?" 

Answer. I did not so understand it; I never understood that was 
the fact. 

Question. You remember the affidavit I showed you yesterday and 
the tabulation? 

Answer. I remember the tabulation, but do not remember the 
affidavit. 

Question. Did you not understand there was that affidavit in that 
case? 

Answer. No, I did not remember that. So far as the tabulation of 
it being based upon that, I never heard of that. 

Que.-.;tion. You stated you knew nothing about that; but did not 
the tabulation show that, instead of being in accordance with the 
return for ·' J olm T. vVallace," it was tabulated for ''John T. Wal

lace, Jr."?" 
Answer. I do not remember particularly about that. 
Question. Did you not see the affidavit that I read yesterday? 
Answer. I do not know as I did. I do not know but you might 
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have read it ; but the fact it was tabulated in consequence of that, 
is news to me ; I never heard of the case, and in no case, so 
far as my knowledge went, was any notice taken of any affidavit 
pertaining to the votes. It was simply in regard to the legality of 

the returns. 
Question. Did you not see this affidavit yesterday? 
Answer. I do not think I did. 
Question. I may have omitted to pass it to yon. 
Answer. I did not see it. 
Question. Can you read it now? 
Answer. Not very well, on account of the light; I do not donut 

your statement in regard to it; bnt the fact that it was t~bulated 
on the basis of that affidavit I do not know. 

Question. Was there any other basis for tabulating that except-
ing that affidavit? 

Answer. I do not perceiYe that there was. 
Question. Is not the tabulation in accordance with the affidavit? 
Answer. That would seem to be the fact, but being so, if anything 

of the kind was done it was done without my knowledge, and it was 
wrong. 

Question. And done contrary to the law as you received it? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Upon whose advice and counsel did you act in submit

ting the Questions to the Justices of the Supreme Court which you 
sent to them in late December or early January? 

Answer. Do you mean in framing the Questions or in the simple 
fact of submitting questions? 

Question. My question is general, covering both, and your answer 
can make any distinction, if any existed? 

Answer. So far as submitting questions at all, I hold myself per
sonally responsible, and nobody else ; I received a communication 
from Mr. Morrill, December twenty-fourth, the day before Christmas, 
in which he suggested that '' quiet might be restored and the public 

mind pacified by the submistdon of certain questions of law," (that 
was the language which he used) to the Court; I received that com
munication just as I was leaving my room in the other portion of the 
Capitol, to go to the cars. I put the communication in m3r pocket 
without opening it. On my way up, by the way of Brunswick, I 
opened the communication and read what he had said. w·ithout 
consulting with anybody or any one knowing that I had any inten-



TESTIMONY OF ALONZO GARCELON. 631 

tion or purpose whatever in regard to the matter, I sat down the 
next day and answered his communication and mailed it the next 
morning, so he got it on the twenty-sixth of December, Friday; I 
heard nothing from him till the next Monday, when I received a 
communication which has been characterized as a '' Stump Speech," 
embracing certain propositions, and stating certain statements. 
Thereupon, finding those Questions were not Questions of Law as 
I understood the matter, I applied to Mr. Gould to frame Questions, 
covering the ground, as legal questions. 

Question. A. P. Gould? 
Answer. Yes. Perhaps I may say that he, more than any one 

else, was responsible for the particular manner in which those Ques
tions were fram~d. 1\ir. Larrabee of Bath, was consulted, and 
,Judge Rice and Mr. Bradbury, and quite a number of other legal 
gentlemen, I do not remember all, in regard to the matter. And 
the Questions were submitted. 

Qtwstion. Did they see the Questions as submitted? 
Answer. They did, as I have reason to believe; I know. 
Question. At that time you had akeady issued the certificates? 
Answer. Certainly. 
Question. And much controversy had arisen as to whether or not 

certificates were issued to the proper persons? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Diel you not make application to the Justices of the 

Supreme Court, and call upon them for their decision under the 
provision of the Constitution, which authorized it to be clone upon 
important or solemn occasions? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You considered that the exigency was such that the 

spirit of the Constitution and the letter were answered, as to the 
importance and solemnity of the case? 

Answer. I considered it would be a means, agreeable to the sug
gestion of 1\1r. Morrill, of quieting the public mind. 

Question. Diel you not apply to them in order that these ver_y 
controversies which yon say you knew had arisen, as to whether the 
certificates had been issued to the right persons, should be settled? 

Answer. No; I do not know that I did that. :My object was, I 
will say, although I am no lawyer, my point was :-there were one 
or two Questions of Law which I desired settled, as I understood 
the matter; the question was particularly in regard to the returns 
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from the cities. The Constitution making the Legislature the judge 
of its own election, if the Governor and Council make mistakes or 
issue certificates wrongfully, it is in the power of the Legislature to 
correct those wrongs, and they are the proper party and the only 
party to make the correction. And the question with me was, 
whether, failing to make proper returns, it was the duty of the 
Governor and Council to call for a new election, or whether it was 
competent for the Legislature to decide whether the members osten
sibly elected were properly so, and whether it would be competent 
for the Legislatnre to give those gentlemen their seats under that 
condition of things. Those were the particular points. 

Question. You did not confine yonr Questions to the facts arisiug 
in regard to the cities? 

Answer. No. The Questions covered considerable ground which, 
in my judgment, had already been decided upon, and which were 
entirely a work of supererogation. 

Question. Why did you submit them? 
Answer. By advice of counsel I had called upon. 
Question. ·when you submitted those Questions which raised 

issues of law upon subject matters you harl passed upon did you not 
expect the judges would answer them? 

Ansiuer. I supposed they would answer them directly. And the 
Constitutionality of the law of eighteen hundred and seventy-seven 
was another question which I wanted decided definitely. 

Question. The Questions you were submitting were submitted to 
you as Governor of the State? 

Ans1cer. Exactly. 
Question. The Legislature of the State has equal power with the 

Governor to call upon the Court? 
Ansu:er. Yes. 

Question. The House of Representatives and the Senate have 
that power? 

Ansicer. I so understand. 
Question. So there was no call for you to invoke from the Court 

any expression of opinion as to the Legislature that was to be, 
either Senate or House? 

Ans,icer. No, not so for as that particular point was concerned; 
but, while submitting Questions, in order to facilitate the matter I 
thought it was perfectly legitimate and proper for me to make that 
inquiry. 
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Question. Did not the Questions which you submitted under 
advice of counsel raise issues in reference to things which you and 
the Council had already decided upon? 

.Answer. Precisely. 
Question. If you submitted Questions raising issues in reference 

to matters you had already decided upon did you not expect there 
would he answers to those Questions? 

.Ansiver. Certainly, I expected an answer. 
Question. Did you not expect to take, and receive, and regard the 

law as given in answer to those Questions? 
.Answer. In any subsequent action, any action that might occur 

after the answering of those Questions, hut I did not expeet that 
any action which had previously been taken could he overturned. 

Question. Then why submit Questions that did raise issues in 
reference to those matters? 

Answer. It was done for the purpose of quieting the mind of the 
public for the time being, and likewise for future action. 

Question. It would not quiet the mind of the public to raise issues 
on matters you had settled, to get an answer and get the law laid 
down in answer to those Questions and then disregard it? 

.Answer. I do not understand that the Governor and Council, after 
they have taken action in discharging a duty which they have ample 
power to discharge, have any right to go behind their action. They 
had decided that question so far as they believed to he right,-at 
least as I believed to he right, at the time,-and we had complied 

, with the Constitutional provisions ; and whatever might be the 
answers of the Jndges in regard to the matter, it could make no 
sort of difference with the action of the Board which had already 
gone by. 

Question. Would that tend to settle the public mind? 
Answer. Yes ; it of course had a tendency to settle it. 
Question. It would tend to settle the public mind if it came out in 

favor of your action? 
.Answer. Either way. 
Qiwstion. If it came out against the action of the Governor and 

Council, which way would it settle it? 
Answer. It does not make any difference; it had a tendency to 

direct the attention of the public to the Opinion of the Judges, as a 
rule of action. 

Questfon. Did not the Court, in its Opinion, settle the law as to 
who were entitled to certificates in the five cities? 
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Answer. It did. Of course, it is an assumption, and perhaps you 
may regard it as gross assnmption, for me to say, it does not 
change my individual opinion as to the Constitutionality of the 

question. Ilesides that, the question of those cities, the seating of 
those members, was in the hands of the Legislature. 

Question. Did yon not receive the Opinion of the Court previous 
to the meeting of the Legislature? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Forty-eight hours, at least? 
Answer. Perhaps so. The Constitution says those certificates shall 

be issued by the Governor and Council, and, if I had :1ssumed to 
issue the certificates I did not have the vote of the Council so to do, 
and I had no right to act without the vote of the Council. 

Question. After you had invoked the Opinion of the Judges upon 
the particular Questions raised in the five cities where yon had given 
no certificates, and after the Supreme Court had in its decision set
tled to whom those certificates should be given, and you had received 
that forty-eight hours before the sitting of the Legislature, did yon 
issue any certificates to the gentlemen from those cities? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you lay the matter before your Council, for their 

action? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you recommend, in laying it before them, that cer-

tificates should issue in accordance with that Opinion? 
Answer. I did, in reference to the city of Portland. 
Question. In reference to the other cities? 
Answer. I do not think I did. 
Qltestion. Was not the Opinion of the Court ample and exhaus

tive, covering all the cases in those cities? 
Answer. I do not know but it might have been so regarded. 
Question. After yon had invoked that Opinion and had got an 

answer upon a subject matter where you had already acted, were 
you not bound to act in accordance with that Opinion? 

Answer. I did not think so. As an independent body, I did not 
regard the Opinion of the Court as matter to be followed, unless I 
chose. 

Question. So you simply called for the Opinion of the Court for 
your basis of action if it suited you, and if it did not you should 
not follow it? 
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Ansiver. Precisely. 
Question. Wasn't that it? 
Answer. Yes; just it. 
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Question. ·when yon sent in your Questions to the Court to settle 
those disputed questions of law, it was for the purpose of getting 
support and help if the Decision agreed with yon? 

Answer. It was for the purpose of getting the Opinion of the 
.Judges in order to satisfy the public mind in regard to the matter, 
as to what the Constitution taught. When the opinion of the 
,Judges came in, it was totally at variance with all principles of 
common sense as understood hy plain people, and I held it was the 
prerogative of the Go-vernor and Council to disregard it. 

Question. So really it was not binding excepting to the extent 
that you agreed with it? 

Answer. I regard tho action of the Governor and Council, and of 
the Legislature, as entirely independent of the .Judiciary, and the 
,J udicia;y as independent of them ; they are each distinct and inde
pendent bodies. 

Question. And there was no method of obliging you to call upon 
the Sn pre me Court, for the law, if you had not done it? 

Answer. No. 
Question. If you did call upon them, were you not bound by the 

law as laid dm,vn? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Then for what purpose did you call for it? because you 

hoped it would agree with your opinion? 
Answer. No; because I did not care whether it did or not. 

There was the Opinion of previous ,J ndges, and it was good common 
sense, and, so far as the law was concerned, I believed it to be 
right. 

Question. Why did you not act upon· that without going to the 

Court? 
Answer. I did act upon it. 
Question. Without going to the Court? 
Answer. That was done to satify a desire to get before the Court. 

It was to comply with :Mr. Morrill's suggestion that there were some 

Questions of Law. 
Question. You did not consider you were bound to take the law 

from them if it did not agree with your views? 
Answer. I regarded the Governor and Council an independent 
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body ; and, if they did disagree, Constitutionally they have a right 
to that opinion and if that does not agree with public opinion they 
must turn them out and put somebody else in. 

Question. It came to this; that the Opinion of the Jnstices which 

you invoked was to l~e regarded by you, so far as you believed it 
was right and in compliance with the law and Constitution? 

Answer. Precisely. 
Qnestion. And if you did not believe anything in that Opinion 

was right and in compliance with the law and Constitution you were 
not to regard it? 

Answer. No. 
Q!lestion. Your idea m getting it was to accept it, if it agreed with 

you, and not to accept it if it did not? 
Anszcer. Perhaps you regard it so; I did not take it into consid-

eration. 
Qiwstion. You did, in your action? 
Anszcer. That may be true. 
Question. You did not believe it was good law? 
Answer. No; and don't think yon do. 
Question. There was not any mistake as to what the law as laid 

down by them was. It was not vague? 
Answer. The Opinion I received from the Judges was, that we 

have not any Constitution or law, as I understand it. 
QuesUon. It was in clear language? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Not confused? 
Answe1·. No. 
Question. Yon regarded it, so far as yon thought it was good law. 

and submitted the Portland case to the Council? 
Ansice1·. Yes; I cannot say bnt I submitted the whole case to 

them; I will not be positive; lmt my impression is, ms own feel
ings were against submitting the Questions of the other cities, on 
grounds which I will explain hereafter. 

Question. Did the Council sustain you in your view as to the 
Portland case? 

Answer. No. 
Question. So there came in another tribunal, that set itself up 

against the Court? 
Answer. I do not know as they did. 
Question. They denied the force of the law, as applied by the 

Supreme Court? 
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Answer. I think so. 
Question. Therein they differed with you? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did they overrule you? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Q1iestion. vV ere certificates issued to Portland candidates? 
Answer. No. 
Question. How did they stand? 
MR. STRICKLAND : That is matter of privilege. 
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WITNESS. I am very clear in my expressions of opinion; I do not 
know that there is anything to be gained by any question of that 

kind. 

ALONZO GARCELON, resumed. March 15th, 1880, P. M. 

Question. I call your attention to another part of the investiga
tion,-into the expenditure of the Public Moneys. What is the 
system or course of business under which moneys are drawn from 
the State Treasury? 

Answer. Ordinarily, bills are presented and referred to the Coun
cil, and the Committee on Accounts draw a warrant, or, at least, 
recommend a passage of the bill, and draw a warrant for the pur
pose. This action is reported, and the whole Council vote upon it, 
and the warrant is then approved ; an order is introduced and then 
a warrant is drawn and signed, and the money is drawn on that 
warrant. 

Question. Is not this true, that a bill or claim is first presented, 
if in the Case Of an employe Or COlltractor I in the form Of a bill Of a 
claim to the Council, and referred by them to the proper Committee? 

Answer. Ordinarily that is the case. 
Question. Then does not the Committee make a report? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And report upon what Fund, if they recommend a war

rant, it shall be drawn? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And is not that report of the Committee of the Council 

subject to the approval or disapproval of the Governor? 
Answer. It is. 
Question. And when accepted or approved is not the next step to 

draw the warrant on the Treasurer? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Question. ·who draws the warrant? 
Answer. The Secretary of State ordinarily draws the warrant. 

and it is signed by the Governor. 
Question. It is really the Governor's warrant? 
Answe1·. Yes, of course. 
Question. That warrant is presented to the Treasurer and by him 

paid? 
Answer. I suppose so. 
Question. Is not the warrant the voucher which the Treasurer has 

for his payment? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qnestion. The warrant alone is all the Treasurer needs to have as 

his voucher in settling his accounts? 
Answer. I suppose so. 
Questign. Then where are the vouchers which should appear 

originally as the basis of a claim or warrant left, if not with the 
Treasurer? 

Answer. They usually are left with the Committee. 
Question. Do they not appear, and is not that the rule, with the 

report which the Committee makes upon which the warrant is based? 
Answer. Ordinarily I suppose that to be the case. 
Question. Do yon not understand that is the ordinary and proper 

course of business taken for the purpose of protecting the Treasurer, 
that vouchers may appear for all expenditures? 

Answer. I understand that to be the ordinary course of business. 
Question. Can you see any better course that can be pursued than 

that the vouchers for the claim shall be filed with the Governor and 
Council and go with the report that is the basis of the warrant? 

Answer. Ordinarily that is the usual course of business, and would 
be the proper course. Circumstances arise oftentimes when that 

cannot be done. 
Questfon. In the common run of business the vouchers will be 

found with the report, so if anybody is examining to see if any 
money has been improperly drawn they look at the papers and find 
the warrant ; they find the vouchers with the report of the Commit
tee, in the ordinary course ? 

Ansicer. Yes, the general course. 
Question. That is your recollection of the general course of busi

ness? 
Answer. I so understand. 
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Question. The warrants are drawn by ~he Governor? 
Answer. They may be drawn up in the hand of the Secretary, 

but they are the Governor's warrants, and are signed by him; un
less signed by him I suppose the Treasurer does not pay out any 
money. 

Questfon. ·what is the custom nuder which our State runs in its 
appropriations? Are the appropriations made in a lump, or in 
distinct terms, for each object appropriated for? 

Answer. Made for the several objects that may be decided upon, 
and usually those moneys are paid out for those appropriate objects. 

Question. Are the accounts kept, in the Executive branch of the 
government, with the whole appropriation or with each appropriation? 

Answer. ·with each appropriation. 
Question. So that the Secretary of State, acting for the executive 

branch, keeps an account with each appropriation and charges 

against that all of the warrants drawn upon it and all the expendi
tures against it? 

Answer. I do not know whether it is kept by the Secretary of 
State or not. There is usually a book of that kind kept, I think, by 
the Executive Council. It may be that this is in the hands of the 
8ecretary of State ; I think the Council has the general charge of 
the book ; I do not know as the Secretary of State has anything to 
do with it. 

Questfon. Is it not in your knowledge that the regular appropria
tion book, which contains the record of each appropriation and the 
warrants charged against it, is kept in the Secretary's office, who is 
de facto, and by virtue of his office, Clerk of the Council? 

Answer. I never have looked into that particular point. The 
book has always been, so far as I know, in the Council Chamber, 
under, as I suppose, the control of the Secretary of State, but it is 
a point I never examined especially. 

Question. There is no doubt about how the accounts are kept, 
with each appropriation? 

Answer. No doubt about that. 
Question. Credit is given for the full amount of the appropriation 

and then the charges made against it? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. ·wm you mention some of the appropriations you think 

of that have distinct accounts kept with them? 
Answer. I think there are appropriations for pretty much aH,-
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Reform School, Hospital, and some fifty or sixty, or seventy differ
ent appropriations. 

Question. Is there an appropriation for the Contingent Fund of 
the Council? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. An appropriation for Military Purposes? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. An appropriation for Salaries? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Is there an appropriation for Agricultural College? 
Answer. I think so. 
Qnestion. An appropriation for Free High Schools? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And so, various appropriations, each for its distinctive 

subject matter? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Questfon. I produce from the records of the Secretary of State, 

report of the Committee on Warrants, S. S. Brown, Chairman, 
dated "Dec. 24, 1879," in which the Governor is advised "to draw 
his warrant on the Trea.'iurer of State in favor of Alonzo Garcelon, 
for the surn of $1,000 frmn the appropriation.for Military Purpo~es, 
the same being for expense to be incurred in the protection of public 
p1·operty ;" upon which " war1·ant No. 937" is drawn. "In Coun
cil Dec. 24, 1879. Accepted by the Ooimcil and by the Governor 
approved." "rill you examine it and see if yon recognize it as a 
regular report of the Committee of your Council, approved by your
self? 

Answer. I have no doubt about it. 
Question. You recognize the writing and the form? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. The Committee has been unable to find any voucher for 

this appropriation of the money, expenditure of it, or warrant drawn 
for it. Will you explain if you recall the subject matter, how it is 
that no vouchers appear? 

Answer. Perhaps before an explanation is made, you better take 
the others, and I can explain the whole thing at once. All you want 
to get at are the facts without any unusual details. 

Q1iestion. There is no other warrant drawn for the same purpose, 
so you can make explanation of this in the first place, and, if your 
explanation involves what comes afterwards there will be no necessity 
for repeating? 
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Answer. I hold a receipt from the Adjutant General for one thou
sand dollars which was paid over to him for a special purpose. He 
was absent at the time, and it was necessary to have some money, 
and it was not known when he would be back. He was at Eastport ; 
and there were some bills which it was necessary should be paid. 
The money was used for the purpose of paymg certain bills which 
were incurred. "\Vhen he returned he gave me a receipt for the 
money. He took a check for one thousand dollars and gave me a 
receipt, which money was expended, or was the money which he 
had in his hands which was returned; I am not able to say it was 
the identical money. 

Question. You mean that the money which was taken here, this . 
one thousand dollars, was the money returned by the Adjutant Gen
eral afterwards ? 

Answer. The money was returned. He expended it ; I cannot say 
in what way. I hold his receipt for one thousand dollars, paid over · 
to him. 

Question. What was the occasion of this warrant being drawn? 
Answer. It was for the purpose of obtaining money to pay extra 

force, which was required to protect the State House from invasion. 
Question. This was drawn on December twenty-fourth? 
Answer. Very good. 
Question. A fortnight before the meeting of the Legislature? 
Answer. It was necessary for sometime prior to that to have a 

guard here at the State House for purposes of preventing inroads 
upon the State House and the capture of it. 

Question. What reason had you at that time, a fortnight before 
the meeting of the Legislature, for drawing one thousand dollars. 
from the Treasury to be used for the purpose, as you say, of pre
venting inroads upon and capture of the State House? 

Answer. The general threats made, the indications from all 
quarters that such an attack would be made. 

Question. What do you mean by "general threats" and "indi
cations from all quarters ?" 

Answer. Such as appeared in the newspapers, public meetings, 
and from private information. 

Q1wstion. Recall what you remember to have seen in any news
paper indicating any purpose of the kind that you suggest here, of · 
any attack upon or inroads upon the State House on. December 
twenty-fourth? 

41 
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Answer. I cannot say expressly. I have a pretty distinct recol
lection, but I cannot go into details. 

Qnestion. Can you give a single fact, or a single letter, or a single 
shred of information coming to you as the Executive of the State, 
that justified you, without a voucher, to draw one thousand dollars 
from the Treasury ? 

Answer. I have a good many facts in my possession which I am 
not at liberty to make known. 

Question. You are on the stand for the purpose, I take it, of tes

tifying to the subject matters that the Committee is investigating 
upon, and one of those is the expenditure of this money. Now the 
Committee finds no voucher for this, and there is nothing that can be 
found as to the purpose for which it was to be or was used unless it 
is explained by you? 

Answer. I have already testified it was for the purpose of paying 
help that I deemed it advisable to employ about the State House. 

Question. Had you at that time employed a single extra man about 
the State House? 

Answer. Yes. 
Qnestion. How many, on December twenty-fourtl ? 
Answer. I employed men, and deemed it necessary to employ men 

as early as very soon after November seventeenth, or at that time. 
Question. For what purpose? 
Answer. For the purpose of guarding the State House. 
Question. Guarding from what? 
Answer. From intrusion, for the purpose of keeping the records 

safe. 
Question. From the seventeenth of November, when the Com

mittee met, and when the returns were tabulated and the Committee 
had reported to your Council, up to December twenty-fourth, did 
you ever, under any circumstances, have any reason to fear that any 
violence was to be attempted upon the State House? 

Answei·. I did. 
Que.'ition. State a reason why you had? 
Answer. I am not at liberty to state all the reasons. 
Question. Will you state one reason? 
Answer. One reason was that threats were made and the charge 

was made that those returns should not be seen by the Legisla
ture. 

Question. ·who made those threats? 
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Answer. I cannot say who made them; I saw them in several 
places in public. 

Question. What place in public did you see them? 
Answer. I cannot recollect now the precise point, but it was made 

in the public print. 
Question. In what public print? 
Answer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. Name a single paper which came out with the declara

tion that the returns in the hands of the Governor and Council 
should not see the Legislature? 

Answe1·. I am unable to state the precise paper, but I am as con
fident as I am of anything that statement came in the reports of 
public speeches in several of the papers, or in substance to that 
effect. 

Question. Soon after the seventeenth? 
Answer. I cannot fix the precise date. 
Question. How can you reconcile this with your statement the 

other day that down to that date you had never heard there was any 
unusual feeling or excitement about this matter? 

Answer. I do not say that; I say I was not aware there was any 
very great or unusual <µcitement till the morning of November 
seventeenth. 

Question. Did you then need to draw money from the State to 
pay men in the State House? 

Answer. Yes, precisely. Trouble occurred on that day which 
indicated there was serious trouble apprehended. The moment I 
began to make inquiries, I found there was very great excitement, 
and it was necessary we should take measures to prevent any tam
pering with the returns. That was my object. 

Question. Was that the day when those violent gentlemen, Gov
ernor Dingley and Messrs. Emery and Lindsey bore down upon you? 
· Answer. That was the commencement. 

Question:.. Was that when you first got this feeling of apprehen
sion in your mind that there was danger of an inroad and attack 
upon the State House? 

Answer. I cannot say it was that day, but immediately thereafter 
on inquiring into the condition of things. 

Question. If that was the fact, why did the Council V?te, with 
your approval, that on December first they would throw the returns 
open to the public and would hear all parties? 
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Answer. Because it wa.s well understood, we had received advice 
that there were designs of that kind. The state of the public feel
ing was such, and there were so many rumors and so many state
ments afloat, that it was necessary to guard every avenue against 
improper interference. 

Question. If you had that fear in your mind of clanger to the 
returns and of their being destroyed, which is entirely a new fea
ture, why did you venture, thirteen days afterwards, to open those 
returns to the public? 

Answer. Because they were under the eye of the Council. 
Question. Was there any need of anybody to help the Council, 

any need of extra force? 
Answer. Not during the day time. 
Question. During the night time? 
Answe1·. It was to guard the State House from any interference, 

and protect the building from being tampered with. 
Question. Tell me, on your oath, whether you ever heard of any 

attempt by any person, high or low, in or out of the State of Maine, 
making any attempt in the day time or in the night time, up to the 
time when you issued your certificates, to violate the State House, 
to get improper possession of it or any r~turn or paper in it? 

Answer. What do you term an attempt? 
Question. Whatever you may call an attempt. I leave that for 

you? 
Answer. I call threats from high sources. 
Q1wstion. Name whom the threats were from? 
Answer. I have not the data from which to give you the precise 

hour and d~te. 
Question. I did not ask you that, but whom from? 
Answer. The Speech of the Honorable ,vmiam P. Frye, made at 

Lewiston, was one ; and speeches made here in the city of Augusta, 
and in various places. ' 

Question. State what there was in the Speech of -Mr. Frye. at 
Lewiston, which I read carefully and heartily approved, that indi
cated any movement on the part of the party in sympathy with Mr. 
Frye, or any one, to commit violence in Augusta, to attempt to get 
possession of the State House, or its papers? 

Answer. I do not know what your interpretation of language may 
be; I thought Mr. Frye's speech was a much milder one than that 
which came from the larger portion of those gentlemen who made 
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public speeches. There was talk about tumbling the Governor and 
Council into the river, and seizing upon the building, and there were 
threats that came to us privately. 

Questfon. Was there anything of that kind in Mr. Frye's speech? 
Answer. No, not precisely that; but a threat of raising twenty 

thousand,-or many thousand men,-and marching to Augusta, and 
various things of that kind. 

Questfon. What time was that Speech made? 
Answer. I do not remember. 
Q'Uestion. Was it before or after the certificates were issued? 
Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. Was it not after the certificates were issued? 
AnswP;r. I do not know. But that was the general feeling. 
Question. Was there a single one of those indignation meetings 

held in the State of Maine till after you issued the certificates to 
candidates? 

Answer. I cannot tell you whether there was or not. 
Question. Recall whether one of these speeches was made, or one 

of these inflammatory meetings which you have referred to, was 
held till after the certificates had been issued? 

Answer. I do not know whether they were or not; I did not 
attempt to fix in my mind a single fact in regard to that, and I may 
get things mixed in regard to it ; but I know the general fact that 
there was serious apprehension on the part of the Governor and 
Council that, from and after November seventeenth, there was 
danger of parties interfering with and attempting to get possession 
of' the returns for improper purposes. 

Question. Having stated that, again I ask you to instance a single 
fact ·which would justify that apprehension? 

Answer. I do not know as I can name any fact that would serve 
as proof; I got that impression very decidedly from the general tone 
of public sentiment. 

Question. Whatever your fear was, you cannot give a single fact 
which would justify it. What was that fear? 

Answer. That there were parties who were desirous of getting 
hold of those returns for the 

0

purpose of either destroying them, or 

for some other purpose. 
Questi'on. Diel you ever hear, at any time when you went to the 

Council Chamber, that over night any paper had been interfered 
with? 

Am,wer. No, sir. 
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Question. Did you ever hear of any body of men having been 
found in the State House, lurking about with an evident purpose of 
getting at them? 

Answer. No, for the reason that I put thf\ Superintendent of the 
building upon guard, and authorized him to increase his guard over 
night. 

Question. Did you ever hear of any person or persons in any 
manner lurking about outside of the building? 

Answer. Yes; I cannot say what the purpose was; I heard in 
several instances of persons lurking around under suspicious circum
stances. 

Question. When and where did you hear that? 
Answer. I cannot tell you what precise time, but early. 
Q,uestion. Who gave you information of that kind? 
Answer. I had it from attendants around the building. 
Qilestion. What did they say? 
Answer. That there were persons that were seen coming around 

at unusual hours of the night. 
Question. Did they state how many? 
Answer. I do not remember whether they did or not. 
Question. How many times did you hear this? 
Answer. Several times. 
Question. Persons in large numbers? 
Answer. I do not think so. 
Question. Anything that terrified you? 
Answer. No. 
Questfon. Anything that terrified Dr. Lancaster? 
Answer. I cannot say but there was. 
Question. Was there an appearance of fear in his countenance? 
Answer. I was not familiar with his personal appearance. He 

came to me occasionally and reported certain conditions. 
Question. What did you do in order to lull this apprehension? 
Answer. Gave orders that the State House should be guarded so 

as to prevent interference. 
Question. To whom did you give that order? 
Answer. To Mr. Lancaster. 
Question. When? 
Answer. Early after the excitement commenced. 
Question. In November? 
Answer. I cannot say whether November or first of December; 

very probable in November ; I judge so. 
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Question. Did he put on any extra force? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. How many? 
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Answer. Varying in number as the excitement increased. 
Question. Up to December twenty-fourth what extra force had he? 
Answer. I do not know what the ordinary force is; I judge he 

had twenty or thirty men in all about the building. 
Qitestion. As early as November seventeenth? 
.Answer. From that time gradually increasing. I do not know 

what time it was I gave him that direction .. 
Question. From November seventeenth to December thirteenth 

did the public excitement increase or rather diminish in view of the 
hearing which the Council had ordered? 

Answer. I cannot tell yon. 
Question. What do you think? 
Answer. I think it rather increased; of course, I was busy. 
Question. Don't you know there was a suspension largely of the 

excitement, and there was a general hope expressed that the GoY
ernor and Council would do the right thing, and that was not entirely 
removed till December thirteenth when the report was made up? 

Answer. I do not remember that. 
Qitestion. Do you not remember that indications of what you call 

violence only came on after that time, and between that and the 
time of the meeting of the Legislature? 

.An.~wer. I do not recollect particnlarly abont that. 
Qnestion. Tell me whether any of this force had been employed 

by Mr. Lancaster, and, if so, how much up to December twenty
fourth, when this warrant was drawn? 

Answer. I cannot fix the precise elate. 
Question. How many of them, do you think? 
.Answer. I think there was an increased force. 
Question. If that was so, why did you not, when you called for 

this money, put in the voucher of what expense had already been 

incurred? 
Answer. Owing to the excited condition of affairs, and it was 

about the twenty-fifth that that largely increased. That was the 
time of the mob at Bangor. There was need of more funds to meet 
certain expenses, owing to the absence of the Adjutant General. 

Question. Any violence at Bangor? 
Answer. Not exactly a matter of violence; I suppose you all 

know about how that matter stood. 
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Question. Any violence? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Nobody hurt? 
.Answer. No. Neither was anybody hurt at the State House when 

the military was brought in with a Gatling gun from Lewiston. 
Question. This was for Military Purposes? 
.Answer. It was for police purposes; I called Mr. Brown's atten

tion to that matter and he said it would make no difference in regard 
to the matter ; it was really for police purposes. 

Question. If, as you say, Mr. Lancaster, under your orders before 
December twenty-fourth had had a force of men there, why, when 
you put in this application for one thousand dollars to be used in 
this way, did you not put in as vouchers the bills that had already 
run up? 

.Answer. Owing to the particular excitement of the case, and the 
bills were running along. 

Question. Was there any such excitement as would prevent your 
having sent for l\fr. Lancaster and asked him to give you a list of 
his Roll of men, the number of them employed, and their pay, so you 
might furnish a voucher. \Vas the excitement such that you needed 
to dispense with all the rules of doing business? 

.Answer. It was deemed advisable to do that under the condition 
of things that existed. 

Question. Do you know how this report reads: " The sarne being 
for expense to be incurred in the protection of public property." 

.Ansiuer. Very good. 
Question. That was for the future? 
.Answer. It was for the future and for the past, and it was to 

cover certain expenses. 
Question. Don't you think this order or report was pretty much 

simultaneous with your issuing of your certificates? 
.Answer. The certificates had been issued several days before that, 

I think. 

Question. That was dated December twenty-fourth ; do you not 
think that was very nearly simultaneous, or quite, with the sending 
out of the certificates? 

.Answer. I think they were sent out very largely before that ; I do 
not remember precisely. At least, they were signed; I do not know 
when they were sent. 

Question. Do you think they had been sent out, or had any more 
than got to the people on December twenty-fourth? 
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Answer. I cannot tell you. 
QuesUon. I would like to have you bring your mind to that very 

day, and state, for the benefit of the Committee, just what the con
dition of things was, in your judgment, that justified you in draw
ing this money from the Treasury ; some of the facts? 

Answer. I have already stated, it was what I regarded as a high 
state of public feeling, and a necessity of having some funds to meet 
necessary expenses ; I had, at that time, given an order to the Adju
tant General to have certain arms brought here from Bangor, from 
the Arsenal, for the protection of the building. There was a good 
deal of excitement, or I should never have issued any such order. 

Question. Were you persuaded to issue that order by considerable 
importunity? 

Answer. I think there was considerable ; many deemed it advis
able to do that. 

Question. Name some of the persons who importuned you to do 
that? 

Answer. My Council. 
Question. Who of the Council? 
Answer. I cannot say; I think all who were present. 
Question. Did Mr. Fogg advise that? 
Answer. I do not rememher whether he advised, particularly. 
Question. Did Mr. Brown advise that? 
Answer. He did, I am very sure. 
Question. Did Mr. Foster? 
Answer. I do not remember whether Mr. Foster was here . 

....., Question. Diel Captain Chase advise this? 
.Answer. He did. 
Question. Did Mr. Moody? 
.Answer. I cannot say about him. 
Question. They advised sending for the arms, and drawing money 

from the Treasury? 
.Answer. It was necessary to have some money to pay the bills. 
Question. The arms you sent for were a part of the military estab-

lishment? 
Answer. I suppose so. 
Question. What are the arms kept in the Arsenal for? 
Answer. For purposes of public defence, as I understand. 
Question. Is there a Militia in the State? 
Answer. I suppose what we call Militia. 
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Question. "\Vere you not aware, having been Governor nearly a 
year, that there was a l\iilitia in the State, and that companies of that 
Militia were nigh by, here at Augusta, easy of access and com

munication? 
Answer. It was not deemed necessary to call out the Militia, but . 

it was to have some military defences, some arms for the purpose 

of protecting the building against what we deemed might be 
violence. 

Question. Do you understand there was any authority to increase 
the civil force there, when there was a Militia subject to the call of 
the Governor, in case of this kind? 

Answer. I understand it is proper to increase the civil force, and 
avail ourselves of all the powers we have in a civil direction. 

Question. Do you not know that, on the other hand, it is forbid
den beyond a small number of men, and the man who does it lays 
himself liable to punishment, and that the Constitution and law 
provide, in case of this kind, the Military may be called? 

Answer . . r did not see, or understand or know of such law. 
Question. With whom did you confer as to matters of law? 
Answer. In regard to the matter of protecting here? 
Question. Yes. 

Answer. I do not know of any outside the Council. 
Question. You say December twenty-fourth you had sent for the 

arms? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. How many arms did you get? 
Answer. I cannot say precisely; somewhere from a hundred to a .... 

hundred and twenty or thirty. 
Question. What was done with them when they came? 
Answer. The arms that were then ordered were stopped, as you 

all know, by the mob in Bangor, and they were sent back, for the 
time being. 

Question. Then, were they sent for afterwards? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. ·were they brought here? 
Answer. I understand they were; I never saw one of them. 
Question. With ammunition? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Where were they put? 
Answer. I cannot say. 
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Question. Any Company of regular 1\'.Iilitia called out to use those 
arms? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Put into the hands of men about the Capitol to use? 
Answer. Not that I am aware of. 
Question. Are you aware that they were subject to their order 

and they had them loaded to use ? 
Answer. They were not subject to the order of the men. 
Question. Subject to the order of the Superint~ndent of the build

ing? 

Answer. I gave orders to the Superintendent, that if an attack 
was made upon the building he might be authorized to use any force 
he had in his possession, to repel it. 

Qiwstion. Did you have any counsel or consultation with the 
Mayor of the city of Augusta, who is at the head of the police force 
of the municipality? 

Answer. At what time? 
Question. December twenty-fourth, when you started in drawing 

this money? 
Answer. I do not think I did. 
Question. Do you remember of being waited upon by a deputa

tion of very respectable citizens of Augusta, who assured you that 
the State House should be protected, and that no violence should 
be committed, and that the city would be responsible for its safety? 

Answer. I remember that sometime in January, or sometime after 
this occurrence, I do not remember the precise date, that Committee 
came. It was some ten ,lays or a fortnight after this occurrence. 

Question. ..Was it not on the very day you received the guns from 
Bangor? 

Answer. Yes; on the day they came. 
Question. Did you accept that guarantee of · the citizens of 

Augusta? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Was it not stated, that it should be borne out and up

held by the whole police, regular and extra force, of the city? 
Answer. I have the communication somewhere in my possession 

from Mayor Nash, the day before, in which he suggested that the 
State House should be put under the charge of the police of the city 
of Augusta. I told him that I was willing, providing the police 
would be organized in such manner as to satisfy the public mind ; 
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the allegation was, and I believed it to be true, that the police force 
of the city of Augusta was all appointed from the Re1 1ublican party. 
On the other hand, the opposition claimed that it was the design of 
the Mayor and of the authorities of the city of Augusta, to introduce 
the police for the purpose of getting possession of the State House, 
and that then all of the opposition would be excluded. In the con
versation I had with Mayor Nash, there was an arrangement if they 
could put on an additional force, or at least, if the additional force, 
which l understood had been voted by the authorities of Augusta, 
to be added to the police, could be divided so as to give to each 
party about uniform,-so there should be a fair arrangement between 
the different parties and satisfy the public mind,-such an arrange
ment would be satisfactory to me. He assured me he thought that 
arrangement could be made. Parties had gone to the Marshal,
had gone to the headquarters of the police,-and they could not 
ascertain that anybody in the Opposition had been put upon the 
force, and that there was a decided objection. Consequently the 
matter rested there till this Committee, I speak of, called on me the 
next day. 

Question. What happened then? 
Answer. The next day they proposed to take charge of the State 

House ; I told them that it would not be satisfactory to do so, that I 
had sufficient police force to protect the State House, and all that I 
asked of them was to protect the peace of the city. They then 
decided, as stated, that the presence of arms in the State House was 
very obnoxious-very objectionable-ancl wished to know if I would 
rescind the order. I stated to them very frankly I would not. 

Question. vV as that order with reference to the arms? 
Answe1·. Yes. 
Question. You declined to rescind the order? 
Answer. I did decline to rescind the order; I cannot give all 

of the conversation, but the result of it was I told them that if they 
would guarantee that a fair division of the police force of the city 
between the different parties should be made, so that the public 
mind should be satisfied, and that I should not be annoyed by one 
party or the other on the ground there was not a fair representation 
on the police force, I would so far rescind the order a~ not to bring 
the arms here,-that they should be conveyed to some point,
returned to the armory was my idea; I gave them that pled~e. This 
was about one o'clock, or a little after, I think, in the afternoon. I 
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was under the necessity · of going to Portland or Bath in the train 
that left at two o'clock. The Adjutant General was not here. He 
had the order in regard to the arms, and it was my intention as soon 
as they would give me the assurance, that the arrangement of the 
police force should be made, that I would issue immediate orders to 
the Adjutant General. The whereabouts of General Leavitt I did 
not know then; I suppo.sed, however, that he might be on his was 
from Eastport to Bangor. I went to Bath and returned on the train 
that evening that arrived at eight o'clock. I heard nothing from him 
or from the Committee in regard to that matter and therefore took 
no measures to rescind the order. I went to bed, and in the morn
ing, to my surprise, I found that the arms were here. That is the 
history of that, and all there is to it. 

Quest·ion. At that time, how much extra force had Mr. Lancaster 
about the Capitol? 

Answer. I cannot tell. 
Question. Quite a large force? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you have anything to do with the selection of the 

force? 
Answe1·. No. 
Question. Did you ever see that force that Mr. Lancaster had 

here? 
.Answer. I saw some of them. 
Question. Recognize any of them? 
Answer. No; I did not know a solitary man about the premises. 
Question. Do you think they were selected half and half according 

to politics? 
Answer. I do not think they were; I have no idea they were. 
Question. Did you ever see the Roll of them? 
Answer. I have seen the Roll of some. 
Question. Did you recognize on that any names of men you had 

helped to pardon out of State Prison? 
Answe1·. No. 
Question. Did you recognize on that Roll the name of any person 

who had been in the State Prison? 
Answer. No ; I knew nothing of the kind. 
Question. You had nothing to do with making that Roll? 
Answer. No. 
Question. How large a Roll did you ever see submitted to you as 
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Lancaster's Roll of men who had possession of the corridors, rooms 
an<l passages in this Capitol? 

Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. How large a Roll should you think? 
Answer. I have seen some Rolls of twenty, I should judge; nearly 

fifty or sixty for one or two nights. 
Question. What were they submitted to you for? 
Answer. For payment. 
Question. Did you see that they were paid? 
Answer. I took Mr. Lancaster's receipts. 
Question. A portion, you say, of this one thousand dollars? 
Answer. I do not say of that, because there were other moneys 

drawn, soon after. 
Question. You say you have the Adjutant General's receipt for 

this one thousand dollars? 
Answer. For a thousand dollars. 
Question. Do you know whether the one thousand dollars drawn 

December twenty-fourth? 
Answer. No, I cannot say. 
Q,uestion. The receipt you had from the Adjutant General for one 

thousand dollars,-was that thousand <lollars ever spent? 
Answer. I suppose it was, or refunded to the Treasury? 
Question. Which was it? 
Answer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. Don't you know that the Adjutant General, Leavitt, 

had one thonsand dollars, and that he refunded that afterwards to 
the Treasury? 

Answer. He refunded a thousand dollars. I do not know which 
thousand dollars it was. 

Question. If that was this one thousand dollars, which was paid 
by you, on the receipt of the Adjutant General, to him, and he after
wards refunded it, it was not spent? 

Answer. That particular, identical money, I do not suppose was; 
I cannot say. 

Question. What was the call for drawing it? 
Answer. For the payment of those men, and for expenses incur

ring from day to day. 
Question. At the time when this money was drawn, had a single 

claim been presented to you or the Council, for any services which 
had been rendered, to call upon this appropriation for military pur
poses? 
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Answer. I think so. 
Question. Where are they; we do not find them? 
.Answer. I think they are in my possession. 
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Question. Did you carry away the vouchers, or was it your inten
tion to leave them with Mr. Lancaster? 

.Answer. My intention was, to get the bills together and present 
them in proper shape. 

Question. Why not present them as they came to you? 
Answer. Because of the unusual excitement and condition of 

things at the time. 
Question. That was the way this one thousand dollars was 

drawn? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you remember the way the summons upon which 

you came here, read? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Do you remember it was a summons to appear and 

produce all papers, documents, vouchers and receipts, an<l matters 
in any way relating either to the suppression or tampering or mutila
tion of returns, or to the expenditure of the money of the State, 
under the direction of the Governor and Council? 

Answer. I did not pay any particular attention to the summons ; 
I was summoned to come here, and did not look at it. 

Qnestion. Have you brought any papers? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Any vouchers? 
Answer. No. 
Question. If this money was paid back, you would have no 

voucher for it excepting the receipt? 
.Answer. That is all. 
Question. That is all you have got? 
Answer. Yes. I have got the receipt of the Adjutant General, 

which he says, in his letter or receipt, I think, he has expended. 
Question. Had you found out, at the time when this great excite

ment and apprehension came np, that the majority of the Senators 
and Members who had been counted in belonged to the Fusion 

party? 
.Answer. I am not aware of that matter. 
Question. What did you think the excitement was about? 
Answer. The excitement was on account of the claim that they 

were. 



656 .ALTERED ELECTION RETURNS. 

Question .. The excitement was not raised by what is called the 
Fusion party ,-a union of Democrats and Green backers? 

Answer. I cannot say about that. 
Question. Was it a matter of conjecture in your mind when this 

was all going on,-which side raised the excitement? 
Answer. I know that the claim was made, in the early part of the 

fall, that a conspiracy had been entered into to count out certain 
members, certain parties. I suppose that state of things went 
along. From time to time parties were claiming that certain things 
were being done, which I knew, so far as I was concerned, to be 
absolutely false. 

Question. When did you first hear this idea of conspiracy? 
Answer. I think I happened to take up a paper somewhere, the 

Bangor Whig and Courier, it fell into my hands somewhere early, 
the first of October. 

Qiwstion. Your recollection is different than it was Saturday, and 
you must have had an idea about the first of October that there was 
solicitude and a charge of conspiracy? 

.Answer. I saw the general statement; I did not suppose that con
dition of things existed. 

Question. I am trying to give you a chance to reconcile your 
statement now of the extra excitement and need of your having an 
extra force and drawing money from the Treasury, with the statement 
the other clay, that all through, up to very late in this matter, you 
did not know there was any stir about it? 

Answer. I said the other clay, and I say now, that I was not aware 
there was any very unusual excitement till November seventeenth, 
and on that day coming down on the cars I got hold of a '' Portland 
)?ress" and a "Kennebec Journal," and I think I met Mr. Foster, 
who was on his way to Bath, and he handed me a '' Bangor Whig 
and Courier," and before I had arrived here I had read those papers 
and I saw the indications of a very unusual and very great excite
ment. Then the fact that those gentlemen came in on that day in 
such numbers, and the character of the gentlemen who came, indi
cated to me there was a wonderful excitement. 

Question. What do you mean by '' the character of the gentlemen 
who came indicated there was a wonderful excitement?" 

Answer. I mean that here were ex-Governors and Representatives 
to Congress, and Senators to Congress, a Committee of the State 
Committee, and numerous other gentlemen high in position in the 
State. 
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Question. Was it not a company of unusually distinguished men 
from the State of Maine? 

.Answer. I suppose they were as distingushed men as we have in 
the State. 

Question. Were there not half a dozen ex-Governors? 
Answer. It was said there were seven; I do not know; I saw one:. 

two on the way up here. 
Question. "\Vere they not gentlemen of good character? 
Answer. I am not discussing their character. 
Question. There was no violence in that meeting? 
Answer. I do not think there was. 
Question. The only men who came to you were Messrs. Dingley, .. 

Lindsey and Emery? 
.Answer. That is all. 

Question. Did not that great assemblage of distinguished persons 
melt away very quietly, pay their hotel bills, and go off? 

Answer. I never was called upon to pay any of their bills. 
Question. It was really a peaceful gathering and a peaceful dis-

persion? 
.Answer. I saw nothing different. 
Question. Did you hear them called a mob? 
.Answer. No, I do not think I ever heard them called a mob .. 

Newspapers get very singular statements of matters. The language 
which I used to Mr. Dingley in regard to the matter was this, not 
that the ''mob" was applied to them, but '' I do not think I shall give 
these retitrns into the hancls of a mob." 

Question. You knew they represented a company of gentlemen at 
the Augusta House? 

Answer. I did not at that particular moment. All I knew was, 
that they represented, as I was told, a Committee of Sixteen ; and 
it was not till after I went out that I was aware there was such a 
gathering of people. When I used the term in that way, I did it, 
not as applicable to them, but as a general expression that I did not 
design to turn those returns over into the hands of anybody till such 
time as the Governor and Council had had time to examine them. 
There was nothing disrespectful to them, or anything of the kind in 
any remarks which passed between us. The statement which got 

into public print, was made by parties who overheard the conver
sation. 

42 
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Question. What did you intend should be done with the arms and 
ammunition that came with them? 

Answer. Simply to be here as matter of safety in case there should 
be any outbreak. 

Question. Did you intend that they should be used in any way 
upon the citizens of the State, assembling? 

Answer. Not at all; no such thought. 
Question. Do you not know it is the custom of the people of the 

State, when the Legislature assembles, to appear in large numbers 
and throng the Capitol? 

.Answer. I presume so. 
Question. Did you not know that, at that time if you had in view 

an armed force here, there were Militia Companies easy of access, 
under the command of responsible men? 

Answer. There was no armed force here; I did not deem there 
was any necessity for it. 

Question. Then why bring the arms to the State House? 
Answer. For the purpose of protecting the building from illegal 

interference. 
Question. After those arms were introduced into this Capitol, with 

ammunition to be used with them, making them deadly weapons, 
did you take to yourself the care and responsibility to see that those 
arms were kept away from that force of men who were in and about 
the Capitol, or were they where that force could get at them? 

Answer. I gave special orders to the Adjutant General and to the 
officers under him. 

Question. What were those orders? 
Answer. That those arms should be kept secreted in a room, 

and that nobody should have access to them excepting in case of 
necessity. 

Question. Who was to be the judge? 
Answer. I do not know that I can say positively who was to be 

judge. If a man undertakes to break into your house as a burglar, 
at dead of night, and you have arms in your possession you do not 
ask particularly who is to be the judge ; you take the responsibility. 

Question. "T as not the judge of this necessity to be this very 
force that Mr. Lancaster had here? 

Answer. No. 
Q1wstion. Whom else could judge. Were you there? 
Answer. No. 
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Question. Did you stay over night in the State House? 
Answer. Not an hour. 
Question. Who did stay there? Who was responsible? 
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Answer. Mr. Lancaster, till General Chamberlain was appointed; 
or rather till General Leavitt returned. 

Question. Is Mr. Lancaster a military man? 
Answer. No, but he had no charge of the arms. 
Question. Who did have charge of those arms? 
Answer. They were in the Adjutant General's department, and 

under his orders. 
Question. Do you know that the Adjutant General took charge of 

those? 
Answer. I understood so. 
Question. After you had taken the responsibility to introduce 

those arms into the Capitol, and ammunition with them that would 
make them deadly weapons, did you ever take the pains to see how 
carefully guarded those arms were? 

Answer. I took pains to see that those arms were not exposed. 
Question. Do you know where they were kept? 
Answer. I was informed that they were kept in a room in the 

basement, locked up under the Adjutant General's room. 
Question. Did you ever give any ·orders for their being loaded 

ready for use? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Did you know of their being so loaded? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you know that many of them were loaded and 

ready for use? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Do you know that, after the main part of them were 

taken away, some twenty of them were found in the basement 
loaded with rusty nails and slugs, and ready for immediate use? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you never hear of that before? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Would you have ordered that to be done? 
Answer. I think I would under certain circumstances. 
Question. Were there any circumstances which arose that, in your 

judgment, would justify you in ordering those guns to be loaded 
with rusty nails and slugs, ready for use? 
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Answer. I cannot say that circumstances actually occurred, hut 
there were circumstances which were so suspicious I have no doubt 
men would be justified in having weapons at their access. 

Question. Provided it was dop.e, who were to use those guns? 
Answer. "\Vhoever might be employed here. 
Qnestion. vVas that Mr. Lancaster's Roll of men? 
.Answer. Mr. Lancaster had certain men, and the Adjutant Gen-

eral had certain men. 
Question. Did the Adjutant General have any men of his own? 
Answe1·. He bad men here employed, of the police. 
Questfon. Any military organization? 
Answer. No. 
Questfon. Upon whom were those to be used, if at all? 
Answer. Upon any burglar who might come here to break into the 

building.· 
Question. Did it need a force of sixty or eighty men to prevent 

burglars breaking into the building? 
Answer. It was my judgment that it did; I have no doubt there 

were more than a hundred some nights. 
Question. To prevent burglars breaking in? 
Answer. Burglars ; and persons that were rioters, if you like that 

term better ; or men who were disposed to get possession of the 
building unlawfolly. 

Question. Not that you discovered any attempt to take possession 
of the building ? 

Answer. I cannot say that any force came. 
Question. Did any ever c~me so near the State House that you 

heard of his approach? 
Qiwstion. I do not think there was any force came any nearer 

the State House at that time than when the Gatling gun was set in 
the building and the corridors were lined? 

Question. That was under the law and the Constitution, calling 
out the Military? 

Answer. I do not know about that. 
Question. Why did not the law and the Constitution, which you 

had thought were governing you and the Council in these returns, 
apply when you were calling out men to dispel an insurrection? 

Answer. I did not think that the necessity existed. 
Question. You did think that the necessity existed for bringing 

guns here and your employing a force of a hundred men and having 
guns ready for use? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You took upon yourself the responsibility of saying 
when they should be used? 

Answer. I do not say that; I took the responsibility of giving 
orders to the proper officer. 

Question. In writing? 
Answer. I do not think I gave any in writing. 

Question. To whom did you give those orders to use those arms 
if it became necessary? 

Answe1·. The first order I gave to the Superintendent of Public 
Buildings that, if the building was attacked, to defend it. 

Question. What orders did you give to the Adjutant General? 
Answer. Afterwards, I gave orders to him to see that measures 

were taken to protect the building. 
Question. I find, December thirty-first, report of Com_mittee on 

Warrants, in which the Governor is advised " to draw his warrant 
1'.n favor of S. D. Leavitt, Adjutant General, for the sum of $1000 
from the Appropriation for JJfilitary Purposes, for the protection of 
public buildings." This "was read and accepted by the Council, and 
by the Go1Jernor approved." Did you approve of that order? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What was that drawn for? 
Answer. For the purpose stated. 
Question. ,vhat is your construction? How was it to be used for 

the protection of public buildings? 
Answer. Payment of the men who were required to guard the 

building. 
Question. The same as the other? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. For the men who were employed around here? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you ever present any voucher for that? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. "What became of the money? 
Answer. It was paid out, I 'Supposed. 
Question. Paid out by whom? 
Answer. By General Leavitt; that is, I cannot say which of the 

one thousand dollars was returned into the Treasury ; but one one 
thousand dollars he paid out. Of the two one t.housand dollars put 
in his hands, one one thousand dollars he returned into the Treasury, 
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and the other one thousand dollars was paid on the Pay Roll for 
police force or to men who were employed. 

Question. I read you, accompanying this report, the following : 
"Recei-vecl of 8. D. Leavitt, l~tte Ad;jutant General., one thousand 
clollars, it being for nwney drawn on warrant No. 985 and charged 
to Military Purposes, January 7, 1880, and now refunded as not 
expended. S. A. Holbrook, Treasurer." That is dated February 
eighteenth, eighteen hundred and eighty? 

Answer. Yes. 
Questfon. That must be the one thousand dollars that was paid to 

Leavitt, and by him returned? 
Answer. There was one thousand dollars returned. 
Question. At the time when you drew this order for Mr. Leavitt 

for the protection of public property, had he made any application 
to you, stating there was a need of one thousand dollars for the 
purpose you have indicated? 

Answer. I cannot say whether made to me or the Council; I do 
not remember. 

Question. If there had been an application for this, and the need 
of it stated, would not it, as is customary in such cases, have 
appeared in the report in the form of a request by him? 

Ansiuer. I cannot say. The order was drawn by a member of 
the Council. 

Question. Don't you ·remember that General Leavitt called for 
this one thousand dollars or stated, the need of it? 

Answer. I do not remember. 
Question. Don't you remember that he never did call for it? 
Answer. I do not. 
Question. Would you have approved a warrant for drawing one 

thousand dollars from the Treasury without knowing whether it was 
needed? 

Answer. I did not approve it without knowing it was needed. I 
knew it was needed. 

Question. Did you know it because General Leavitt, in whose 
favor it was drawn and who afterwards returned it, had made appli
cation for it? 

Answer. I knew the money was drawn for the payment of these 
police. 

Question. He returned the ~oney? 
Answer. Yes, because I paid him one thousand dollars which was 

not used. 
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Question. You never paid him but one one thousand dollars? 
Answer. No. That he paid on the Pay Roll. 
Question. That was this one thousand dollars? 
Answer. I do not know. 
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Question. Evidently there was one thousand dollars returned? 
Answer. Yes. 

Question. On the back of this warrant which was drawn for 
Leavitt on December thirty-first, and approved by you, is the receipt 
of the present Treasurer. That money Leavitt never used, and re
turned. Now I ask you what reason had you for drawing that 
money out of the Treasury if it was afterwards returned and never 
used? 

Answer. For the payment of money which was supposed to be 
necessary to pay the bills. 

Question. Diel General Leavitt believe it was necessary? 
Answer. I do not know whether he did or not. The Council be

lieved it. 
Question. Was it customary to draw a warrant and force it on a 

man? 
Answer. No, not ordinarily, but under the circumstances it was 

necessary to have certain funds to pay certain bills. 
Question. Why is it that General Leavitt, in whose favor this 

order was drawn, does not appear as requesting that it be drawn, 
but does appear as paying it back? 

Answer. All the explanation I can give of it is, that there was a 
certain portion of the police force employed under General Leavitt's 
immediate orders, and the bills must be paid, and I transferred one 
thousand dollars to him out of the money which I drew ; I cannot 
say which thousand dollars it was; I have no means of knowing. 

Question. If General Leavitt, for this force, needed one thousand 
dollars, who would so naturally give the request and have it filed 
with the papers? 

Answer. All I can say is, that the circumstances were of an 
unusual nature, and the money was drawn for the purpose of paying 
those bills which were incurred in an unusual way. 

Question. "\Vere they of such an unusual nature that General 
Leavitt had one thousand dollars forced on to him, which he after

wards returned, without his requesting it to be drawn? Were you 
so anxious to draw money as that? 

Answer. I was anxious to have the bills paid. 
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Question. The bills did not seem to have been paid; the money 
was paid back? 

Answer. There was more money drawn then than was necessary. 
Question. And done without any request of the Adjutant General? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. vVas it not a fact, that at that time your term of office 

was running out, and here was this money unexpended, and you 
thought best to draw the money, and get it in you hands? 

Answer. No; that was not the fact. It was simply to have the 
money in hand to be able to pay the bills. 

Question. Had any Roll been submitted at that time? 
Answer. By General Leavitt? 
Question. Yes. 
Answer. I do not know whether there had by him. He was 

absent before that time. These bills had been accruing from day to 

day. 
Question. vVhen you had drawn one thousand dollars on Decem

ber twenty-fourth, did you need another one thousand dollars on 
December thirty-first? 

Answer. The bills were of a much larger amount, I think. 
Question; l\fore than one thousand dollars during that week? 
Answer. I think so. 
Qiwstion. "\Vhat had that one thousand dollars been spent for that 

week? 
Answer. The bills amounted to more than that, and various other 

purposes; there were contingent expenses. 
Question. What were those contingent expenses for; what was 

the purpose? 
Answer. Detectives. 
Question. What did you have detectives for? 
Answer. To ascertain what the condition of things was. 
Question. The condition of affairs throughout the State? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What did you want to know? 
Answer. To know to what extent there was danger in the reports. 
Question. Danger of what? 
Answer. Of an attack on the State House. 
Question. Did you have any reports from detectives that there 

was danger of armed men attacking the State House? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Question. Whom did you have that from? 
Answer. Those are privileged matters. 
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Question. You decline to state where you got any information that 
you received that armed men were about to make an attack on the 
State House? 

Answer. I had information from various sources that there were 
men drilling ; I had an intimation that one night a company of 
armed men had left a certain town. 

Question. December thirty-first? 
Answer. About that time. 
Question. What town was that? 
Answer. In the eastern part of the State. 
Question. What name? 
Answer. Dexter, or one of those towns. 
Question. A regular Military Company? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Under whose command was the company? 
Answer. I cannot tell. 
Question. Under whose command is a regular Military Company? 
Answer. Under command of the Captain. 
Question. Who does the Captain report to?· 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. Who is the Commander-in-Chief of the Military of the 

State of Maine? 
Answer. The Governor, for the time being. 
Question. Is not the Military under the control and command of 

the Governor? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you need a detective to go to Dexter to see 

whether a Military Company was training? 
Answer. It was necessary to look after those things. 
Question. Did you have any reason to believe from any disobe

dience from them that they were not ready to obey the orders of the 
constituted authority? 

Answer. I had good reason to believe that a very considerable 
portion of the Military was not disposed to obey the Governor. 

Question. Did you have any occasion to distrust them? 
Answer. No. 
Question. You never gave an order to them that was disobeyed? 
Answer. No. 
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Question. During the time you were Governor, up to the time you 
left the office, was a single order that you issued to the Military of 
Maine, disobeyed? 

Answer. I never issued any order. 

Question. ,v as not every order you ever issued to the Military or 
Military Officers, promptly responded to? 

Answer. I never issued any to any Military Officer excepting to a 
gentleman at Bangor. 

Qiiestion. Was not that order promptly obeyed? 
A.nswe1·. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was not your order to General Chamberlain promptly 

obeyed? 
Answer. Yes . 
.Answer. Did you ever have any reason to distrust, by any order 

disobeyed, the Military of the State of Maine? 
Answer. I never gave them any order. 
Question. You had no reason to distrust them? 
.Answer. Not on that account. 
Question. Where are the bills of the detectives? 
Answer. In my possession. 
Question. Why hav..e you not produced them? 
Answer. Because, I did not regard it as a matter of public noto

riety. 
Question. vV ere you acting as an individual, or the Governor of 

the State of Maine? 
Answer. Governor of the State of Maine. 
Question. What do you mean by saying that bills for detectives 

employed by the Governor, are not things of public concern? 
Answer. There are matters which I regard as not proper matters 

of public notoriety. 
Question. Do you think you had a right to draw a single dollar of 

the money of the State without showing vouchers for its use and 
expenditure? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Is not there a private Contingent Fund, that the Gov

ernor and Council have for emergency? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you think you had any right whatever to draw a 

dollar from any other appropriation and appropriate it so that the 
people may never know how it was expended, which payment you 
say you have vouchers for and decline to show? 
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Answer. I have vouchers which I propose to show for all the ex-
penditures I have made. 

Question. You are proposing to show theni? 
Answe1·. Certainly. 
Question. You propose to show the detective vouchers? 
Ansu:er. I proposed to show all the vouchers that were proper 

vouchers for the public expenditure. 
Question. You propose to show vouchers for every dollar that has 

come into your hands? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Have you got any of them here t 
Aru;wer. I believe I may have General Leavitt's, but I think not. 
Questi"on. Did not you suppose and expect, and was it not inti-

mated the other night, when we adjourned, that we should take up 
the financial side of this question? 

Answer. Yes ; but I have not had any opportunity since I went 
home to give my attention to it. I was called out immediately after 
I got home; a messenger was at the door. 

Question. How lately have you received any of those vouchers? 
Answer. I cannot say; but several weeks. 
Question. ·why have they not been filed? 
Answer. There were certain expenditures in the hands of certain 

gentlemen who have not made a return to me of their expenditures 
and therefore there are a few of those bills, amounting to a few 
hundred dollars. 

Question. ·what is the nature of those expenditures? 
Answer. For the general expenditures. 
Question. Such as what? 
Answer. I,do not know what the precise expenditures were; they 

are for personal expenses and for teams and messengers and various 
expenses. 

Question. Up to the time when you ceased to be Governor? 
.Answer. Yes; and several bills of my personal Staff which have 

not been paid; Major Belcher's, and several others. 
Question. You knew when this Committee was created? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you not know the purpose for which it was created? 
Answer. No; I must confess my ignorance, I did not know that 

this Committee was in existence. 
Question. Not till you were summoned? 
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Answer. Till I received an invitation in the first place to come 
before the Committee. I was very busy for two or three days and 
in the mean time I received a summons. 

Quest1'.on. Up to that time you did not know from the papers that 
any investigation was going on? 

Answer. No, and I did not notice anything about the proceedings 
of the Legislature. 

Question. You did not notice anything about the proceedings of 
the Legislature ; did not know what was going on? 

Answer. No. 
Question. After your term of office expired, and you went out, 

you ceased to read anything in reference to the proceedings at 
Augusta? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I did not know there was any Committee 
appointed, or any order for it. 

Question. When did you propose, in these matters still out, to 
get your vouchers so your account could be settled with the State? 

Answer. As soon as I could get at the several gentlemen. 
Question. Have yon made efforts to get at them? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Qiwstion. How did you suppose you could get at them if you 

made no effort? 
Answer. As soon as I got over certain matters I was very busy 

about, I should be able to see them and get matters arranged. 
Question. Should anything be any more important to you, that 

yon might put your vouchers in and settle your accounts with the 
State Treasurer, and stand square, and be relieved of the charge 
that you had public money in your hands? 

Answer. I did not think several weeks could make any difference. 
Question. It is now ten or eleven weeks since yon ceased to be 

Governor? 
Answer. I suppose so. 
Question. You have made no effort to get any of those vouchers? 
Answer. No, no special effort. 
Question. Have you got vouchers to a considerable extent, cover

ing the moneys yon have received from the Treasury? 
Answer. I will state as near as I can. I have vouchers for one 

thousand dollars for l\fr. Leavitt. 
Question. That takes care of itself? 
Answer. Yes, sir; and vouchers I have from l\ir. Lancaster 
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amount to about somewhere from two thousand to twenty-five hun
dred dollars. 

Question. There was only one thousand dollars that went to 
Leavitt? 

Answer. No; and I have vouchers for somewhere in the neigh
borhood of seven hundred or eight hundred dollars, I cannot tell the 
precise amount, from several gentlemen who were connected with 
the Adjutant General's department. 

Question. ·was there a one thousand dollars paid to Leavitt 
besides the one thousand dollars he returned? 

Answer. Yes; not paid to Leavitt, but one thousand dollars paid 
on a Pay-Roll. 

Question. There was only one thousand dollars paid to Leavitt? 
Answer. Of the five thousand dollars which I <lrew there was one 

thousand paid to him, and that left four thousand in my hands, and, 
of that amount, I have the impression about twenty-two hundred or 
twenty-three hundred dollars I have Lancaster's receipts for. And 
Major Folsom and various gentlemen connected with the depart
ment-I have their receipts for about seven hundred or eight hundred 
dollars ; and I think some five hundred dollars that was paid to 
various gentlemen for contingent purposes, and those bills are the 
ones I have not received as yet. Then there was somewhere in 
the neighborhood of five hundred or six hundred dollars for contin
gent expenses which I have not got the bills for, but which I shall 
be able to furnish at a reasonable time, and I judge I have about 
three hundred or four hundred dollars still in my hands. 

Question. On the thirty-first day of December, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-nine, I find another report of Committee on Warrants, 
signed hy S. S. Brown, Chairman, in which the Governor_ "is ad
·vised to draw his warrant on the Treasurer in favor of Alonzo Gar
celon for the sum of $4,000 from the Appropriation for Free High· 
Schools?'' 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. ·what was that money drawn for? 
Answe1·. That was drawn for the same purpose. 
Question. What purpose? 
Answer: For the purpose of paying the men and protecting the 

property of the State. 
Question. Had the Free High School anything to do with the 

police? 
Answer. No; but it was necessary to have the money, and the 
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practice has been, I think, invariably, to draw money for special 
purposes from any unexpended appropriation. 

Question. Did you know of any instance where a High School 
Fund or any School Fund, or any fund of the kind, for a special 
purpose, had been drawn upon for any such purpose as you drew 
this for? 

Answer. Yes; I think there were quite a number of warrants 
drawn from the various appropriations, to pay certain bills, where 
there were unexp'ended balances. 

Question. Before you did this, did you look and find any prece
dent, and, if so, will you state it? 

Answer. I cannot say that I looked particularly at that time, but 
the general fact I think you will find in looking over the various 
appropriations, not only this year but previous years, that warrants 
have been drawn on various funds to pay the bills. 

Question. The same day you drew one thousand dollars from the 
appropriation for Military Purposes, for the police force, you drew 
four thousand dollars from the Free High School Fund for the same 
purpose? 

Answe1·. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you at that time, before you did that, consult 

authorities or look up any precedent that indicated that such a thing 
had been done before ? 

Answer. I do not think I looked at that particular time, or any 
of the Council ; but I am very sure that has been done, and had the 
impression then; I know Mr. Foster, who was President of the 
Senate· a few years ago, and who is regarded as a very good busi
ness man, thought it proper, and in several instances during the 
year, when bills came up to be paid, as for instance the printing 
bills, and various bills where the law required, as for instance, Fish 
Commissioners,-that their salary should be paid, and there was no 
appropriation made, warrants were drawn upon those unexpended 
appropriations. 

Question. Diel you think that the emergency was sufficient on the 
thirty-first of December, when you had just drawn one thousand 
dollars, for yon to go to the Free High School Fund, and take four 
thousand dollars from that? 

Answer. I thought that the emergency was very great, and it was 
necessary there should be funds in the hands of the Governor and 
Council to meet certain bills to protect the State property. 
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Question. ·was there to be any end of this, as to the public ex
igency, or did you propose to look over and draw from every fund 
that had not been exhausted? 

Answer. That was supposed to be sufficient to carry the State 
Government through to the close of the year. 

Question. You had not had a voucher put in for the first thousand 
dollars,-for the one thousand dollars that Leavitt had? 

Answer. No. 
Question. You did not have a voucher put in for the one thousand 

dollars you drew on December thirty-first? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Qnestion. You did not have a voucher put in for this four thousand 

dollars? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Making in all seven thousand dollars? 
Answer. No, I think not. Four thousand dollars, and the other 

two one thousand made six thousand dollars. 
Qitestion. You did not have a voucher for a dollar of it? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. There was nothing put in before the Council indicating 

the purpose? 
Answer. The Council were aware of the purpose, and it was at 

their suggestion the money was drawn. 
Question. On the thirty-first of December what condition of things 

was there which justified you, after exhausting the appropriation for 
Military purposes, and the Co°'tingent Fund of the Council, in turn
ing upon the Free High School Fund, and drawing on that? 

Answer. The high state of public excitement is all. 
Qitestion. A week had elapsed since you drew the first ; had there 

been any attack? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Any violence? 
Answer. There were indications; the atmosphere was rife. 
Question. Had you heard of anybody being molested? 
Answer. No. 
Question. You had got the guns here? 
Answer. I think they were here. 
Question. In the Capitol? 
Answer. I do not remember the day they came. 
Question. Men were engaged from day to day, according to the 

supposed exigencies? 
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Answe1·. Yes. 
Qitestion. You had drawn those warrants before? 
Answer. There was six thousand dollars drawn; one thousand 

dollars of which was refunded by Mr. Leavitt. 
Question. Six thousand dollars in all? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Without a voucher for a dollar? 
Answer. Yes. 
Que-stion. And the only reason you can give is that the state of 

public excitement was such? 
Answer. Precisely. 
Question. Did any lawyer tell you, you were authorized to draw 

on this Free High School Fund? 
Answer. I did not consult any lawyer. 
Question. Anybody in the Council advise you to do that? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That was their judgment? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you draw any other money at that time? 
Answer. I think not; I cannot say positive. I presume there were 

other moneys drawn. 
Question. I find the same date, December thirty-first, a report of 

the Committee on Warrants, advising the Governor to draw his 
warrant on the Treasurer of State in favor of Alonzo Garcelon for 
another sum of one thousand dollars, from the appropriation for the 
Contingent Fund of the Governor and Council, the same being for 
expense incurred for counsel fees and professional services for the 
State. Was thnt money drawn? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. That wound out the Contingent Fund? 
Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. You had exhausted the Military Fund? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Then you went to the Free High School Fund? 
Answer. Yes, for the purpose stated. 
Question. This warrant was drawn to pay bills which had been 

incurred. Did you put any vouchers in? 
Answe1·. No. 
Question. Had you incurred any bills ? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Question. This does not say to be incurred, but ''incurred?" 
Answer. That was to pay the expense incurred in what is termed 

the Mandamus Case. 
Question. Who was counsel? 
Answer. l\fr. Gould. 
Question. Whom else? 
Answer. Mr. Bradbury was consulted, and Mr. Webster, and 

several other gentlemen. 
Question. That is quite a warrant, one thousand dollars, and the 

expense had already been incurred. Did you submit any claim to 
the Council? 

Answer. The claim was understood to be that. 
Question. As a customary thing, where a lawyer has been 

employed by the State and claims one thousand dollars, does he not 
present some bill of items ? 

Answer. I presume so. 
Question. Were not those gentlemen all in the State? Mr. 

Gould is easy of access by telegraph? 
.Answer. Yes. · 
Question. Mr. Bradbury lives in Portland? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Mr. Webster lives a few hours above here, on the river? , 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did any of them ever put in a bill? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Has it been filed? 
Answer. No. Mr. Gould drew five hundred dollars. 
Question. From whom? 
Answer. From me. 
Question. You paid him? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. When did you pay Mr. Gould five hundred dollarei ? .. ' 
Answer. I cannot say. When did the mandamus case occuri? 
Question. About the twelfth of December. Did you pay himJive · 

hundred dollars then? 
Answer. I paid him five hundred dollars on account then. 
Question. On account? 
.Answer. Yes. 
Question. How much more did you pay him? 

43 
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Answer. I have not got his account in detail. 
Question. How much more have you paid him? 
Answer. I have not paid him anything more. 
Question. Did you take a receipt from him? 
Answer. I took a receipt. 
Queston. For so much money on account? 
Answer. I think so. 
Q'uestion. Had he any other account against the State at that 

time? 
Answer. I am not aware that he had. 
Question. Why did you not call on the Attorney General? 
Answer. I did, but it was the advice of the Council that Mr. 

Gould should be employed. 
Question. With the Attorney General? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Why? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. Had they not confidence in the Attorney General? 
Answer. I presume so. 
Question. Is it not the duty of the Attorney General to attend to 

matters in which the State and Departments of State are interested? 
Answer. I suppose so, generally. 
Question. Was there any reason why you should call on Mr. 

Gould? 
Answer. I am inclined to think there might be. Doubtless a 

reason did exist in the minds of the Council. 
Question. Was it not a fact that Mr. Gould acted as counsel for 

you in other matters beside the Mandamus Case? 
Answer. Yes; Mr. Gould had been consulted several times. 
Question. Did you not consult with him about the Questions you 

were to draw ? 
Answer. That was a long time after. 
Question. Not a long time after December thirty-first? 
Answer. About that time, because the Questions were not sub

mitted to the Court till the twenty-sixth of December. 
Question. This is the thirty-first? 
Answer. Morrill's letter was not received by me till about that 

time. 
Question. Had not the Questions been drawn up, under Mr. 

Gould's inspection, or by him, before December thirty-first, when 
this money was drawn? 
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Answer. No. 
Question. When were the Questions submitted to the Supreme 

Court? 
Answer. About that time; I do not know whether the twenty

eighth, twenty-ninth, or thirtieth: 
Question. The Opinion of the Court was received on Saturday, 

the third of January? 
.Answer. I did not receive the Opinion till Monday, the fifth. 
Question. It was reported by telegram from Bangor. The Judges 

broke up on the evening of the third ; so it was only three days 
after this that the Judges had met? 

Answer. I do not know anything about the dispatches. 
Question. In drawing up the Questions, was not Mr. Gould em-

ployed by you as counsel? 
Answer. He was employed by me as counsel. 
Question. What did you do with the other five hundred dollars? 
Answer. There were other contingent expenses that accrued in 

the case. 
Question. '' The same being for expense incurred for counsel fees 

and professional services for the State;" this warrant is limited to 
expense incurred. To what other party beside Mr. Gould did you 
pay any money for counsel fees and professional services? 

Answer. I have not. paid any fees as yet to any other party for 
professional services; but the Attorney General informed me,-at 
least, I have a letter in regard to certain matters,-that he did not 
consider it his duty to attend to certain matters,-and indicated, at 
least, I understood him to say, he would expect pay. 

Question. You have drawn here one thousand dollars for profes
sional services and counsel fees for the State, a clear limitation of 
its use. Have you paid out any more than five hundred dollars for 
that purpose? 

Answer. I have paid only the five hundred dollars for that special 
purpose, although Mr. Gould said he would furnish me his bill in 
detail, and the account. 

Question. Why did you draw him any more than you were to pay 
him at that time? 

Answer. I did not know what his bill would be. 
Question. Why did you not, when you paid him five hundred dol

lars, return the rest of the money to the Treasury, as Mr. Leavitt 
did? 



676 ALTERED ELECTION RETURNS. 

Answer. Of course, there were some other bills to be paid. 
Qiwstion. Such as what? 
Answer. For professional services. 
Question. Of whom? 
Answer. Several parties whom I had consulted. 
Question. Had any of them ever presented a bill? 
Answer. No, because at that time everything was in a state of 

excitement. 
Questfon. Had you ever sent for anybody and consulted him for-

mally, as counsel, beside Mr. Gould ? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Had retained and considered them as paid counsel? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Whom did you consider paid counsel of the State be-

side Mr. Gould? 
Answer. I considered Mr. Bradbury. 
Question. Have you ever paid him anything? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Has he ever presented a bill? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Whom else? 
Answer. I consulted a gentleman in Massachusetts. 
Question. Who was that, Mr. Paine? 
Answer. No; I forget his name now. Yes, two gentlemen I con-

sulted in Massachusetts ; one in Cambridge and one in Salem. 
Question. About what? 
Answer. About these matters, generally. 
Question. Such as what matters? 
Answer. In regard to our whole transactions here; in regard to 

the Mandamus Case, and various other matters. 
Question. vVhat did you consult them about if Mr. Gould was 

employed? 
Answer. l\:fr. Gould had authority to consult other parties, and 

take such counsel as he saw fit; I wanted to get as good counsel as 
I could. 

Question. Did you consult them formally, and retain them and 
consider yourself as bound to pay them? 

Answer. I am not familiar with your law business; I did it the 
same as I would consult in my own private affairs. 

Question. Did you expect to pay them? 
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.Answer. Yes. 
Question. Have they presented their bill? 
Answer. No. 
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Question. Have they, in any way, intimated they would charge 
anything? 

Answer. I have that intimation. 
Question. From w horn? 
Answer. From those parties. 
Question. Do you remember the names? 
Answer. Mr. Bradbury I expect to be paid. 
Question. Massachusetts gentlemen? 
Answer. I am not sure whether they would or not, but I feel 

myself uncler obligation to pay them. 
Question. Mr. Northern of Salem? 
Answer. Yes; I had quite a number of communications from 

him. 
Question. Was he one of the gentlemen you consulted as a 

lawyer? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Is he the gentleman you referred to in Salem? 
Answer. Yes. 
Quest-ion. He is one of the gentlemen you suppose has an out-

standing claim for legal counsel in the State of Maine? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You consider the State under obligation to pay him? 
Answer. Yes; and I have made arrangements to meet him. 
Question. William D. Northern ? 
Answer. I think so. 
Qiwstion. Did you know him before? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Is he a man of great reputation as a lawyer? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. One of the best? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. You wanted to be supported by law outside of our own 

Bar? 
Answer. I am not sure that he will charge me anything, but I 

.supposed it was proper he should have pay for his services. 
Qiwstion. What do you think would be his reply if anybody 

should write him asking if he had a bill against the State of Maine? 
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Answer. I do not know. 
Question. ·who was the Cambridge man you consulted? 
Answer. A friend of mine. 
Question. If he is a friend, you know him? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Naturally, a member of the profession, whom you con

sulted on a matter of this magnitude, would be pleased to have you 
state? 

Answer. The gentleman I consulted was Mr. Woodman of Cam
bridge; he is not distinguished; he is not in business, but he is a 
man who is well informed. 

Question. Is he a lawyer? 
Answer. He was by_ profession, but I do not think he would 

expect any pay; and I do not know that Mr. Northern would, but I 
feel myself under obligation to pay him. 

Question. You had consulted them before you drew this one 
thousand dollars. Is their bill a part of the one thousand dollars? 

.Answer. I have said to you that the five hundred dollars is all I 
have paid out on that one thousand. There are some bills I sup
posed it was proper to pay, which I proposed to see the gentlemen 
about first and have conversation with them; I hold the balance to 
be returned as soon as I can see those gentlemen and have an 
understanding with them? 

Qnestion. How long would you think you ought to hold this to see 
whether those men had any claim on it? 

Answer. I have been in communication with those gentlemen, and 
I have expected to sec them every day for the last fortnight ; but I 
have been so situated I could not leave; the last week I have been 
tied up. 

Question. Have any gentlemen in the State of Maine you con-
sulted with, sent in a bill? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you consult anybody in Boston? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Any other man in Massachusetts? 
Answer. No. 
Question. What is Woodman's name? 
Answer. Cyrus W. Woodman. 
Question. You have got five hundred dollars? 
Answer. Yes ; that is in my possession. 
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Question. That has not been paid out? 
Answer. No. 
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Question. If these gentlemen have got any bills, they have got 
bills against the State of Maine? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. You are acting for the State of Maine? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. The State of Maine is good for its bills? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiiestion. Where bills or claims go over from one administration 

to the other, it is not usual for an outgoing . official to think he is 
responsible for the payment of money that the State owes? 

Answer. The condition of things was such that it was deemed 
advisable that those bills should be provided for. 

Question. When a State is solvent and pays all its bills, it is not 
customary for an officer, when his term of office expires and he goes 
out, to consider himself personally holden for the State bills and to 
hold on to the money to pay them? 

Answer. Under ordinary circumstances it is not. 
Question. '' Ordinary circumstances," so far as the solvency of 

the State, is not changed. The State is as solvent to pay its bills, 
as under your administration? 

Answer. I suppose so. 
Question. There did not seem to be any special reason why 

money, due any person from the State, should be held by an out
going official for the State? 

Answer. I think so. 
Question. ·what right have you to hold on to money to pay bills 

that are due. The Treasurer is the proper person to hold the money? 
Answer. The Treasurer is not holden for those bills. 
Question. According to your rule, it would be perfectly proper for 

the Secretary of State to hold on to money after his term had 
expired, to pay for things which he had contracted for before? 

Answer. I do not know. 
Question. Or it would be proper for the Council to hold on to 

money to pay for things which they might be liable for? 
Answer. I suppose so, if there were any circumstances that they 

could. not get their vouchers for a while. 
Question. Do you think that good practice for an outgoing Gov

ernor to hold on to money in that way? 
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.Answer. Ordinarily not. There is a question as to the precise 
condition in which our State government exists, and that question 
has been one which renders a matter of delay proper. 

Question. Have you ever had occasion to question the responsi
bility and solvency of the present State Government? 

Answer. I have not had any knowledge of the condition of the 
present State Government. 

Question. It has entire possession of all the offices of the State, 
and its resources ? 

.Answer. I presume so. 
Question. And has a Legislature regularly running, consisting of 

members of all parties? 
Answer. I suppose so, although I have not inquired into it. 
Question. Passing laws every day? 
.Answer. I suppose so. 
Question. Raising taxes and laying them on the people? 
Answer. I suppose they are trying to do that. 
Question. Providing revenue for the maintenance of the Govern-

ment? 
Answer. I presume so. 
Question. And as bills and claims come in it is paying them? 
Answe1'. I think likely. 
Question. And is capable of settling with old officers, and dis

charging all debts ? 
Answer. I do not know how that is; I have not looked into it. 
Qitestion. You say it has been the practice before, when all legiti

mate funds and appropriations had been exhausted, to drawn upon 
other funds? 

Answer. I think that has been a very common practice. 
Question. I want you to name a single case in which that has 

been done? 
Answer. I do not know that I can, but I know it has been done. 
Question. Did you ever know before of any instance where any 

·such sum of money as this, in three cases one thousand dollars each, 
and in another four thousand dollars, was drawn from the State 
Treasury by the Chief Magistrate, without any vouchers? 

.Answer. I cannot say how that may be. Yes, I can. 
Question. Where is that? 
Answer. In eighteen hundred and seventy-six the Governor and 

Council for the time being drew the sum of two thousand dollars 
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from the Treasury for expenses in attending the Centennial, and no 
vouchers, up to the time of the close of our administration, were in 
the hands of the Secretary, or to be found anywhere. 

Question. That was a special appropriation for the expense of the 
Governor and Staff to the Centennial Exposition? 

Answer. I suppose so. 
Question. It was a distinct appropriation made for that distinctive 

purpose? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. It was an appropriation made before the Centennial? 
Answer. I presume so ; I do not know. 
Question. Was not this money drawn for that specific object, 

which had to be accomplished before the trip was taken? 
Answer. Certainly. 
Question. And, did he not afterwards, when the trip was over, 

and the bills paid up, at once pay back into the Treasury the balance 
in his hands, five hundred eighty-two dollars and nineteen cents? 

Answer. I am not aware of that fact. 
Question. That is the fact, and the record so shows, and I am 

glad you mentioned that. 
Answer. There was not a voucher filed. 
Question. No voucher could be filed at that timer 
Answer. No, and no vouchers could be filed under the excitement 

here. 
Question. What was the reason why, on December thirty-first, if 

the Roll had been running on for weeks, you could not have fifed a 
voucher for what expense had already incurred? 

Answer. Because of the great excitement which rendered it 
impossible. 

Question. Was the excitement such that the men could not sign 
the Roll? 

Answer. I suppose they could have done so, but the state of things 
about the Executive Chamber and about the building was such that 
those bills could not be seen to. 

Question. What was the special pressure on December thirty-first? 
Answer. If you were not here you do not know. 
Qitestion. I was here a little after ; and I certainly did not see any 

reason why, if Tom, Dick or Harry, on this Roll, had a claim for fif
teen or twenty dollars they were so excited they could not sign their 

name? 
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Answer. I presume they could ; but we were not in a condition to 
get at those bills. 

Question. Was not Dr. Lancaster paying them off? 
Answer. Yes, for extra help he would come in and I would pay 

him and take his receipt. 
Question. Did it require very much time to put those vouchers 

together and see how much they amounted to on December thirty
first, anrl to file them? 

Answer. I wanted to have them all together. And you know the 
condition of things on that week, and on the eighth of January ; no 
chance to do any business or find anybody. 

Question. You could do business enough to go to the Council and 
have a warrant drawn, and you receive seven thousand dollars? 

Answi?r. Yes ; one thousand dollars was drawn for the purpose of 
expenses for counsel and professional services, and the other was 
drawn in the manner I have stated. 

Question. If the excitement was such, how could you do this 
business in the way of drawing money out of the Treasury, but 
could not find time to show the vouchers? 

Answer. It is a very easy matter to make these things appear all 
very fine when the excitement has all passed away, but when you 
are surrounded, as we were at that time, having all the people of 
the community at your ears, it was no easy matter to adjust those 
bills. 

Question. Here is another report of Committee on Warrants, S. 
S. Brown, chairman, dated "Dec. 31, 1879," advising the Gov
ernor to draw his warrant on the Treasurer of State in favor of A. 
,T. Cameron, for the sum of two thousand five hundred dollars, which 
is struck out, and two thousand dollars interlined, from the Appro
priation for "Binding and Stitching;" that is struck out, and "Free 
High School" substituted, '' the same being on account for stitching 
and binding now in his hands, approved by the Governor." Do you 
remember about that? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Drawn the same day? 
Answer. I do not remember, but I guess it was. 
Question. What was the condition of public excitement that re

quired he should receive that two thousand dollars? 
Answer. He came in, desiring, very much, some money to pay 

certain bills. 
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Question. To pay certain bills? 
Answer. Yes, in payment for certain bills, that he was very much 

pressed and needed especially the money, that the work was all in 
progress and that his bill would amount to very much more. Before 
I knew anything about it the Council had decided to draw - I do 
not remember the amount of his bill, but he wanted enough to 
square the job which he was upon, or at least the amount of bind
ing and stitching, and represented the amount to be considerably 
larger. I objected to drawing him so large an amount; I was 
opposed to drawing any amount further than his work had pro
gressed ; but, on the representations made as to the urgencies of 
the case, consented to draw. I suppose that is the reason of the 
twenty-five hundred dollars being struck out. 

Question. Did you not know that Cameron had settled his account 
and received payment for every dollar of work he had done, and 
that the Appropriation for Binding and Stitching was exhausted? 

Answer. No ; I did not know but the appropriation was exhausted ; 
I was not aware he had settled his bill. 

Question. He has so testified? 
Answer. I did not know it. 
Question. Were you aware that when this report was first drawn, 

it was drawn upon the Appropriation for Binding and Stitching, 
that a warrant was made out, and that Cameron took it to the 
Treasurer's office, and the Treasurer told him he could not get any 
money, for that appropriation had been exhausted and he had set
tled his account, and that Cameron went back to the Council and it 
was changed and made two thousand dollars, to be drawn from the 
Free High School Fund? 

.Answer. Yes, I think so. 
Qitestion. Purely for advance work, none of which was done? 
Answe1·. I did not so understand it, that it was for advance work. 
Question. Did you know that no voucher whatever was presented? 
Answer. It was drawn on account as I understand. 
Question. He had just settled his account? 
Answer. He had a contract. 
Question. Did you not know that his appropriation was exhausted, 

every dollar of it? 
.Answer. No. 
Question. And that this was a request on his part to be paid in 

advance so much money because it would be handy for him to have 
it? 
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Answer. No; I did not know it was paid in advance. 
Question. Don't you know it was paid precisely as the four thou

sand dollars was drawn, to cover anything that might come up 
afterwards ? 

Answer. No ; I understood the fact to be that he had a bona fide 
account. 

Question. And a bill then due? 
Answer. No, but for work in progress. 
Question. Did you not know that he had settled up and got his 

pay-every dollar? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you not know that the fund for binding and stitch

ing was exhausted? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you think you had any right to pay him in advance 

two thousand dollars from the Free High School Fund? 
Answer. That was the judgment of the Council. 
Question. Was there anything that could have came up by way of 

possible need that you wouldn't thought advisable to have taken out 
of that High School Fund? . 

Answer. There was that amount of money unexpended. It was 
not known at the time what the amount of demand would be upon 
it. After the bills were settled it was found there was quite an 
amount that would not be used. 

Question. So you drew upon it? 
Answer. We drew upon it for various purposes rather than to 

have a deficiency account to go over. 
Question. Don't you know that two thousand dollars was paid 

outright to him, he stating he needed it and wanted to be sure of 
getting it? 

Answer. I did not know that. 
Question. I put in report of Committee on Warrants, dated 

"Dec. 27, 1879," advising the Governor to draw his warrant on the 
Treasurer of State in favor of E. F. Pillsbury and Company, for the 
sum of two thousand dollars, from the Appropriation for State Print
ing, the same being on account for State Printing, upon which war
rant "945" is drawn. There is no voucher or account appearing 
with that. Do you remember anything about it? 

Answer. I know there was some money drawn for Mr. Pillsbury 
on account; I do not remember particularly about that warrant. 
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Question. What was the course of proceeding in drawing war
rants and paying money to contractors with the State, who had run
ning and existing contracts ; as a contractor would do work what 
would he present? 

Answer. Sometimes he would come in and get money on account 
of certain work, and, when the work was completed, he would have 
the balance of the money drawn in full. 

Question. But from time to time as he drew payments upon which 
reports and warrants were drawn, what would he file as a voucher 
that he had done the work, or was entitled to pay, as he went along? 

Answer. File his account I suppose. 
Question. I so find before, in other accounts of the printing, some

times a receipt and sometimes an account presenting a bill of items ; 
but in this case I find no voucher and no receipt? 

Answer. Mr. Waterhouse came in, I recollect, and was anxious 
to have some money for a specific purpose of payment, and assured 
us that his account was very much larger ; that there was a certain 
amount of work he had got nearly completed and he was anxious 
for the money, to pay certain bills, and the Council decided to let 
him have that amount; I thought it reasonable and approved the 
warrant. 

Question. Do you not know that three days after this Mr. Pills
bury put in his account in items for fourteen hundred ninety-eight 
dollars and one cent, and that account was settled and paid? 

Answer. I do not remember about that transaction. 
Question. That appears by the report of the Committee on War

rants, dated "Dec. 31," in which the Governor is advised to draw 
his warrant in favor of E. F. Pillsbury and Company, for one thou
sand ninety-eight dollars and one cent, (the account in items is pre
sented for one thousand four hundred ninety-eight dollars and one 
cent, with a credit of four hundred dollars) . How can you account 
for the fact, that account in items being presented, on December 
twenty-seventh, without any voucher, two thousand dollars was paid 
to Pillsbury on a warrant drawn by yourself? 

Answer. I do not know as I can explain the fact without knowing 
all the particulars ; but I presume he will be able to explain it. 

Question. Were you in the habit of drawing a warrant for a sum 
like two thousand dollars without there being anything in writing to 
go with the report to back you up, simply upon the statement of a 
man? 
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Answe1·. Where we knew the parties contracting were doing the 
work. 

Qu,estion. Was there anything easier than to have the statement 
of account made up to date, showing what was due? 

.Answer. I do not know. The explanation was made at the time, 
but I do not remember what it was. 

Question. Why was it not as easy to put in a voucher for that 
item as for the other items? 

Answer. The work was not completed, as I understood. 
Question. Do you know that two thousand dollars of the pay

ments made to Pillsbury, is not accounted for in his accounts or 
charges, and remains so to this day? 

Answer. I do not know. 
Question. Do you offer, or can you offer, any explanation of the 

fact that that waITant stands bare and alone, without a voucher? 
Answer. My understanding of the matter, at the time was, that 

there was work in progress, the printing of which would amount to 
very much more than the amount for which that warrant was drawn. 

Question. This was an advance? 
Answer. Not exactly in the shape of an advance, but for un

completed work. When the work was completed this would be in 

payment for that work. 
Question. Was it not in accordance with the plan you adopted, 

when you found an appropriation which had not been exhausted, 
that you drew upon it, without regard to vouchers and apportioned 
it out? 

Answer. I do not admit any such principle. Every bill that was 
paid was paid, with the intent to meet a particular indebtedness. 

Question. ·what call was there at this time, when the year was 
expiring, for you to advance two thousand dollars for uncompleted 
work to Cameron, and in another case two thousand dollars to Pills
bury, when all that was needed was to let the money lie in the 
Treasury? 

Answer. The necessities in the case. 
Question. Is that the rule that your administration followed, when 

a contractor of the State needed money, although he had not done 
the work, you let him have the money? 

Answer. There may have been several cases. 
Question. Had you ever advanced money to either of them till 

just as the year was going out? 
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Answer. I do not know as we had to them, but my impression is 
we had to Sprague and Owen, or some of those gentlemen. 

Quest-ion. That must have been for work that had been done? 
Answer. I have given my impression. 
Question. Do you not know that in paying out this money to 

Cameron, who had not done the work, as an advance to him, that 
one reason was he said he needed it, and the uncertainty of things, 
the possibility that the administration might be changed, and he 
better have the money? 

Answer. I cannot say, for I do not remember any such thing. 
Question. If you had heard him so testify what should you say? 
Answer. I shall not deny it. 
Quest-ion. Do you think that would be a good way of treating the 

State Funds ? 
Answer. I thought the work was being done. 
Question. Being none of it done, what claim was there for taking 

money out of the Treasury? A good paymaster pays for work 
when done? 

Answer. Ordinatily; I cannot say in regard to the matter; so far 
as I know, the representation was made to me it was for money they 
were in need of for the progress of the work; I have no further ex
plation to make of it. 

Qiiestion. This money was drawn, you say, to pay those bills? 
Answer. I suppose so. 
Question. Coming back to the seven thousand dollars you drew; 

what did you do with the money? 
Answer. With what money? 
Question. The first money you drew, December twenty-fourth. 
Answer. I paid it out, I suppose. 
Question. To whom? 
Answer. To various parties; to Mr. Lancaster and other parties, 

as the bills accrued. 
Question. Did you get the money from the Treasury when you 

drew the warrant? 
Answer. I do not remember; I do not remember whether I got 

the money that day or not, or whether drawn sometime afterwards. 
Question. Did you draw the money and pay it for this purpose 

you have testified it was drawn for, or did you draw it and deposit 
it on your private account? 

Answer. I never deposited a dollar to my own private account. 
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Question. Of this seven thousand dollars which you drew, as 
shown by the reports which have been submitted, and the warrants 
accompanying them, did you ever deposit any or all to your own 
private account? 

Answer. Not a dollar. 
Question. Did you have any account anywhere as Governor of 

the State, with any bank? 
Answer. Never. 
Question. Did you have anywhere a private account? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Did you deposit any of this money with any bank, to 

your private account? 
Answer. No. 
Question. What did you do with the money itself, when you 

drew it? 
Answer. Paid it out as it was demanded. 
Question. Did you pay out all of the seven thousand dollars that 

you drew, with the exception of what you say you now hold to meet 
outstanding accounts, while you were in Augusta? 

Answer. No, not all; because there were other parties in other 
places, I paid. 

Question. Where? 
Answer. I paid some of it at Lewiston? 
Question. What bills did you pay in Lewiston? 
Answer. I paid Major Folsom, and Benson and French, and 

Channing, seven or eight bills. 
· Question. How much do they amount to? 
Answer. Four hundred or five hundred dollars, is my impression. 
Question. Pay them in cash? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Where did you get the money? 
Answer. Had it in bills. 
Question. From the State Treasurer? 
Answer. Yes, for checks drawn; I think some of the bills were 

drawn; I think one thousand dollars was given me in a check on one 
of the Lewiston banks, and some checks on the banks in Portland; 
I do not remember. I got the money on checks from some bank or 
other. I do not recollect them now. 

Question. You received the money in checks from the State 
Treasurer? 



TESTIMONY OF ALONZO GARCELON. 689 

Answer. Yes ; I think I paid off some twelve hundred or fifteen 
hundred dollars in Lewiston ; I have the impression that parties 
came there ; Mr. Lancaster came there and had sent other bills up 
to me. 

Question. When you presented those warrants to the State Treas
urer and received those checks what did you do with the checks? 

Answer. I kept them till I needed the money, as it was wanted. 
Question. Did you request him to give you checks upon a bank in 

Lewiston? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Did you request him to give you checks upon a bank in 

Poriland? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Had you any account with those banks? 
Answer. No. 
Qiwstion. Of this money did you receive in a check one thousand 

dollars upon the First National Bank of An burn? 
Answer. Yes, I should say so. 
Question. Did you receive, in a check, four thousand dollars upon 

the Casco National Bank, Portland? 
Answer. I cannot say ; I presume so. The checks will show for 

themselves ; I do not remember ; I do n?t deny. 
Question. And two checks of five hundred dollars each, on the 

Granite National Bank, Augusta? 
Answer. I should judge so. 
Question. Then you had checks covering six thousand dollars, 

upon these different banks? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And funds to that extent? 
Answer. Yes; it would be so regarded. 
Question. Have you ever used any of those funds in any way, 

excepting in paying those bills of the State? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. In each of these cases did you draw the money from, 

the banks? 
Answer. I did, every dollar of it. 
Qnestion. Did you ever draw it in the shape of checks for a por-· 

tion of the amount? 
Answer. Not to my remembrance. 

44 
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Qiiestion. On any other bank? 
Answer. Not a cent so far as I remember; I think not. 
Question. Never have used any of this money for your own pur-

poses? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. When can you have your vouchers here? 
Answer. I can have a large portion of them here as soon as I can 

get at them. I will state, however, in regard to the vouchers for the 
five hundred dollars of Mr. Gould, that that money was paid before 
the twenty-seventh. I paid that out of that first one thousand dol
lars or else out of my own private funds ; I do not recollect which. 
At any rate, I gave him a check for five hundred dollars; and he 
gave me a receipt which I supposed was with my papers, but, on 
looking for it some time ago, I found it was missing ; it was either 
left here or had got misplaced. I have not had time to look over 
my papers. But what I propose to do as soon as I could commu
nicate with Mr. Gould, was to have him make out a detailed state
ment of his bill. That is one reason why I have not the matter 
fully settled. 

Question. When can you bring those vouchers before the Com
mittee? 

Answer. I should say I could bring the larger portion in a very 
short time-in the course of a day or two-as soon as I can get 
time to arrange them. 

Qitestion. They need no arrangement. 
Answer. As soon as I can get at them. 

ALONZO GARCELON, resumed, March 16th, 1880, Evening. 

Question. At what time did your administration cease? 
Answer. January seventh. 
Qitestion. At night or noon. 
Answer. I suppose it ceased at night, from the usual custom. 
Question. That is the general undestanding? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. Diel you, before that time, place the police or force on 

duty in the Capitol, in charge of any person besides Dr. Lancaster? 
Answer. On Monday, I think, the fifth, I placed General Cham

berlain in charge of the police. 
Question. Had you, before that time, placed anybody in charge? 
Answer. I think I had ; I think Major Folsom had some charge 
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_of the police; I gave some orders either to Major Folsom or Gen
eral Leavitt. I do not recollect the precise date that General Leavitt 
resigned. 

Question. Major Folsom was a member of the Militia of the State 
and an officer in it? 

Answer. I think he was; I have that impression. 
Question. Who had the immediate charge of the Roll of men who 

were there up to the time your administration ceased, and for some 
· days previous to that? 

.Answer. I think Major Folsom, excepting that the Superintendent 
had charge of his regular force. 

Question .• Was there not some one else who was in immediate 
charge? 

.Answer. I think I issued an order to Major Folsom, but I will not 
be positive. 

Question. Did not Captain Black have charge of those men? 
Answer. He had charge, I think, of a certain portion of the men ; 

I understood, or regarded him to be under the direction of Major 
Folsom or General Leavitt. 

Question. Did not Captain Black have immediate charge of the 
m.en who were upon the Roll here in the Capitol, and who guarded 
it, and who staid here both day and night? 

Answer. I think he had. 
Question. Under what authority or warrant, or claim of authority, 

did this Captain Black act here in command of those men, over a 
hundred of them? 

Answer. I cannot say under what immediate orders he acted; I 
have no remembrance of ever giving him any immediate authority 
other than he derived through Major Folsom. 

Question. By what kind of process or authority did Captain Black 
come into command or control of those men? 

Answer. I called upon some gentlemen, I think Captain Black 
was one of them, to furnish a list of men for police duty. Through 
some misunderstanding they brought me a list of men said to be 
enrolled as military men, which I refused to accept, and rejected, 
and told them I wanted some men who were sworn in as a regular 
police force, that we could call on in case of an emergency. 

Question. Who could swear in a police force here outside of the 
Mayor of the city, in which is situate the Capitol? 

Answer. I suppose no one, so far as the city is concerned. 
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Question. Do you not know that the law expressly limits the force 
that the Superintendent of Public Buildings may have, to two men? 

Answer. I was not aware of that fact. 
Question. You know that to be the case now? 
Answer. I do not. 
Question. If there is any such law you acted in disregard of it 

unknowingly? 
Answer. I was not aware there was any such law. I know the 

fact has been, ever since I have been in the building, and when I 
came in there was very much more force about here than two men. 

Question. Nothing like such a force as you had? 
Answer. Very true. 
Question. Have you ever known more than two watchmen at 

night? 
Answer. I did not look into the matter particularly, but I have 

the impression there were more than two men about the building, 
and had been for several years, but I have not been familiar with 
the building or the details of the matter. 

Question. Did not the force Captain Black had here in and about 
this building, in the passages, rotunda and rooms, comprise what 
force there was here guarding the Capitol? 

Answer. I think not. 
Question. Are you sure? 

Answer. I think not ; I never gave directions to Captain Black to 
take charge of the force that was under the Superintendent of the 
Bnilding. 

Question. Do you know that the Superintendent, after Captain 
Black had his men here and had got them on to the Roll and had 
taken charge of them, had any other force, or was it all given up to 
Captain Black? 

Answer. I understand that the Superintendent had a regular force 
of fifteen, twenty or thirty men, according to the necessities of the 
case, under my special orders; I gave him the order. 

Question. You understand this was aside from Captain Black's 
force? 

Answer. I do. 
Question. Was not Captain Black's force much the larger force? 
Answer. I cannot say. That force was under the immediate 

direction of General Liavitt, and I knew nothing, personally, about 
the matter, otherwise than I gave him directions to see that a 
special force was here to protect the building. 
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Question. You did not pay the force that Captain Black had ; that 
was paid by General Leavitt? 

Answer. It was paid by Leavitt. 
Question. So that what you paid was the force which you have 

spoken of, which you think was some twenty or thirty men ? 
Answer. The force was much larger than that under the Super

intendent a portion of the time, but I think it would average some
where in the neighborhood of thirty to forty men. 

Question. You stated a minute ago, fifteen, twenty or thirty? 
Answer. Yes, and sometimes larger. It would average some

where in that neighborhood. 
Questfon. How long a time would it average from twenty to forty 

men? 
Answer. My impression is that soon after the seventeenth of 

November we put on some ten or a dozen men ; I connot say posi
tive in regard to the number; I only have a general impression in 
regard to the matter. 

Question. Did the Superintendent's Roll outside of Black's Roll of 
men amount to twenty-five men? 

Answe1·. Yes. The men which I paid him for sometimes 
amounted to as much as forty or fifty men. 

Question. You paid them at intervals while you were here, for 
different nights and days? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Whether, when you went away, there was anything due 

those men? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Qirnstion. Any arrearages for this Roll of Lancaster's, when you 

went away? 
Answer. No ; I paid all up on the the morning of the eighth of 

January, so far as I know. 
Question. I got the impression from what you said yesterday, that 

you paid some portion of these bills after you got home ? 
Answer. I paid some bills. 
Question. You did not pay any of the Lancaster Roll? 
Answer. The Lancaster Roll for services up to the eighth of Jan-

uary, was all paid when I went away. 
Qitestion. Your administration ceased on the seventh of January? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What I want to know is whether you have, since the 
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seventh of January, paid any of this money which you drew from 
the Treasury before that time, when you were Governor, in support 
of this so-called illegal government, that afterwards pretended to 
hold control here for a while? 

Answer. I rather think your question involves a point which I do 
not comprehend, exactly. 

Q0uestion. Have you paid anything for any alleged or claimed to 
be State Government, after you went out of office? 

Answer. No, sir; I think not. 
Question. Any bills that accrued after midnight of January 

seventh? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Under what authority? 
Answer. I do not know as I can say under any special authority; 

I want to state the simple fact what I paid, and how. 
Question. You went out of office o~ midnight of Wednesday of 

.January seventh. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You then became a private citizen? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Your relation to the State as an officer ceased? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You then had no more authority to act as an official of 

the State than any other citizen, had you? 
Answer. Probably not, certainly not. 
Question. Did you not consider that it was then your bounden 

duty, if any funds remained in your hands, to at once dispossess 
yourself of them, and cease your connection with the State? 

Answer. Under ordinary circumstances I should have done so. 
Question. Was it for you to judge whether there were extraordi

nary circumstances that authorized you to do differently? 
Answer. I could not do any different. There was nobody to act 

with or to confer with. 
Qitestion. Under what authority did you set yourself up after that 

to be the agent of the State, to pay out money for bills? 
Answer. I did not set myself up as agent of the State at all, 

excepting to pay certain bills which bad been contractcd,-a portion 
of which bad been c~mtractecl. I perhaps might modify my answer 
in regard to paying the bills. There were three or four men, Major 
.Folsom for instance, and three or four of the men, who were em-
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ployed by me or by the original State Government, whatever you 
may call it, to whom I had to pay bills which had accrued after the 
first of January, up to perhaps the tenth or twelfth or fifteenth of 
.January. 

Question. Did you pay any bills that accrued between January 
seventh at midnight and the fifteenth of January? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Out of what money? 
Answer. Out of the money that was in my hands. 
Question. Under what authority? 
Answer. I did not have any special authority. It was money in 

my hands, and it belonged to the State, and these men were entitled 
to their pay. 

Question. Did you consider it was for you, after you went out of 
office to pass upon bills against the State? 

Answer. These bills, a portion of them, had already been accrued 
and those men were servants of the people, and I paid them. 

Question. Were you acting for the people after the seventh of 
.January? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Under what claim of authority? 
Answer. 1V ell, common sense. 
Question. Do you think it was common sense? 
Answer. I do. 
Question. Supposing anybody had set up a claim of authority 

under common sense, and had acted? 
Answer. That w~uld have been for them to have determined. My 

idea was, I had the money in my hands, and these men had not got 
their pay. 

Question. When you went out of office was there not a State 
Treasurer whom nobody disputed? did not Mr. White continue to 
he State Treasurer, recognized as such by everybody for days and 

weeks after? 
Answer. I cannot say but he was; I do not know how it was. 

When I left this room, (House of Representatives) it did not look 
as though we had much of a State Government anywhere. 

Question. Did you go into the State Treasurer's office? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. If you had gone in there do you not know you would 

have found Mr. White in the same peaceable posses.sion, receiving 

money, as he had been for the year past? 
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Answer. I do not know that. 
Question. Do you not know, as matter of common history of this 

notable time in the State of Maine, that Mr. White was admitted 
and recognized under our Statutes and practice, as the Treasurer, 
for weeks afterwards? 

.Answer. I did not inquire into the facts. 
Question. And that he did not go out of office till the bond of his 

successor was filed and approved? 
.Answer. I have no doubt of it. 
Question. Do you not know that when you departed from this 

Capitol, and ceased to be Governor, with the funds of the State in 
your hands, that the Treasury was open, and a competent Treas
urer there to give you a receipt for the money? 

.Answe1·. I have no doubt there was, if I had called. 
Question. Under what authority, excepting what you have called 

common sense, did you leave this city with State Funds in your 
possession? 

Answer. I·· do not know as I can say under any authority, only 
that I had the money in my possession. 

Question. You meant to keep it? 
Answe1·. No, I do not say so ; I left the State House when it was 

in a condition that nobody could do business. 
Q,uestion. Could not the State Treasurer receive money and give 

receipts? 
.Answer. I doubt whether the State Treasury was open. 
QuesUon. Do you not know that the State Treasury continued 

open every day? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Do you not know that the custom is that the Treasdrer 

is not installed at the time the other officers are, but the old one 
remains till his successor files his bond and it is approved? 

Answer. I_)recisely. 

Question. Why did you not pay that money back into the State 
Treasury? 

Answer. Because there were certain bills in an unsettled state, 
and I could not get at the parties to have them arranged. 

Question. Was it for you, after you ceased to be Governor, to see 
parties and arrange ? 

Answer. Perhaps not in a strictly legal way; I do not claim it 
was. 
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Question. In short, you constituted yourself an agent of the State, 
a sort of a Perambulator of State to take about its Funds to other 
towns and to there disburse them in a manner such as seemed fit to 
you? 

Answer. You put it in that way; I do not admit that. 
Question. State how much different it was from the way I have 

put it? 
Answer. It was simply this ; that here were certain men who had 

been put in charge of duties whom I felt myself under obligation, as 
agent of the State, to see paid. 

Question. Up to the time you ceased to be Governor? 
Answer. They had been on service and were entitled to their pay; 

I had the funds in my hands, by proper authority as I regarded, to 
pay them. 

Question. At that time? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. All your authority and right ceased when you went out 

of office? 
Answer. Strictly, I suppose it was so. 
Question. ·what business was it of yours whether those men after 

that were paid or not? 
Answer. I do not know as it was any special business whether 

anybody got their pay. 
Questz'.on. It was not your business? 
Answer. Not specially. 
Question. Could anybody have complained of you or found fault 

with you, if on the morning of the eighth of January, when you 
had become a private citizen, you had left with the Treasurer every 
dollar of this money you had drawn from the Treasury and had in 
your hands, and had left the State of Maine to run itself? 

Answer. I suppose not. 
Question. But that you did not do? 
Answe1·. It seems not. 
Question. What do you think would be the result in the State of 

Maine, if Governors, when they left their office, should carry away 
the Funds of the State, upon a claim that there were bills running 
along and accruing from time to time that they were going to pay? 

Answer. I do not think under ordinary circumstances it would be 
justifiable. 

Question. Were you under any bonds? 
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Answer. No. 
Question. Had you given any security for this money? 
Answer. None at all, only my character for honesty and integrity. 
Question. In paying out these bills did you have any approval 

of any so-called Council set up by anybody, after you ceased to be 
Governor? 

Answer. No. 
Questfon. Did you have the warrant or authority, or indorsement 

or approval, or recognition of any other power or authority under the 
sun, for the payment of that money, excepting your own will? 

Answer. Only that those who had acted with me were knowing to 
the facts. 

Question. You were in Lewiston when you paid some? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. Did you have anybody there who was acting with you 

and was knowing to the fact? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. ·whom did you have? 
Answer. Mr. Fogg was there. 
Question. Was he a Councillor? 
Answer. No; he had ceased to be. It was his judgment as re

gards paying the bills. 
Question. Whom did you have besides Citizen Fogg to advise 

with? 
Answer. Nobody there. 
Question. He was the authority you conferred with in paying out 

this money of the State? 
.Answer. I acted under authority, or rather advice, of the Council 

in paying out the money which was placed in my hands for a special 
purpose. 

Question. But the Council had ceased to exist, as you had? 
Answer. I admit it all, Mr. Chairman; I admit it all; and in a 

strictly legal view it may not have been legal, and yet I believe it 
was right and proper under the circumstances that the money should 
be paid to these men who had been on duty. 

Question. Was there any reason to believe, if these men had any 
claim to be paid, that the State of Maine would not do justice to 
them and pay their bills ? 

Answer. I have reason to believe from the Superintendent of the 
building, whom I never have found to be wanting in truth, that 
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General Chamberlain when he discharged these men, some three, 
four or five days after my term of office, said to the Superintendent 
that he must see that they got their pay; and on consultation it was 
deemed advisable, inasmuch as there were funds in my bands, that 
these men should be paid out of the funds ; and he came to Lewis
ton with his bill and I paid them. 

Question. Who was that? 
Answer. Dr. Lancaster, Superintendent of Public Buildings. 
Question. Had he ceased to be Superintendent? 
Answer. No, not them. 
Question. But, he had ceased to be Superintendent under your 

government? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You had no connection with him after you went out? 
.Answer. No. 
Question. At what time did he come over when you paid him the 

money? 
.Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. If you paid the bills, before you went away, clear up to 

January seventh, as you stated, why should he have come to you 
after that about any bills to be paid? 

.Answer. Because these same men were on police duty three or 
four days afterwards. 

Question. You paid them that? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Simply upon the say-so of Lancaster? 
Answer. Yes; I had evidence to my satisfaction that it was cor

rect. 
Question. The report of the Council which I inquired about yes

terday, in favor of Cameron, was drawn for two thousand dollars, 
on the Free High School Fund ; do you remember any other items 
that were drawn upon that Fund? 

Answer. I do not remember, but it is my impression there were 
several bills in the course of the year that were drawn upon that 
Fund, but I am not positive. 

Question. Was it not your course of proceeding, that, when a fund 
for a special purpose ran out, and you wanted to overrun the appro
priation, you went to the Free High School Fund and took tt from 
that? 

Answer. Yes ; that perhaps may be the upshot of the matter ; I 
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do not recollect what the appropriation for Free High Schools was 
last year. 

Question. Thirty-seven thousand dollars? 
Answer. It was found, after the bills came in, there would be 

only about one-third of that sum, or in that neighborhood, required 
to pay the expense of Free High Schools; Free High Schools having 
been suspended. 

QuesUon. That left twenty-three thousand or twenty-four thousand 
dollars in the Treasury? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. That you had to draw upon for police purposes? 
Answer. This was for police purposes, and there were several 

others. 
Question. For binding and stitching? 
Answer. If you have the book it will show. 
Question. Do you remember there is an appropriation for the 

Indians in the State? 
Answer. There is. 
Question. Do you remember that that Fund was exhausted and 

then overdrawn? 
Answer. I do not remember the fact, but I wouldn't be sur

prised. 
Question. Do you not remember that some eight hundred and odd 

dollars of that, when the Fund had been exhausted, was drawn from 
the Free High School Fund? 

Answer. I do not remember definitely, but I do not doubt it was. 
Questfon. Do you not know that to draw upon a fund that is 

devoted to a specific purpose, to pay expenses in another line, is 
entirely destroying all Legislative control and scrutiny over the 
amount of the appropriation? 

Answer. Ordinarily, I suppose it would be so regarded. 
Question. If the Legislature sees fit to appropriate so much money 

for the Indians, and so much for the Military, and so much for the 
Insane Hospital, 'do you not know that the government should be 
limited to that expenditure? 

Answer. It is alway desirable to do so; but I think it has been 
the general practice, it certainly was under my administration, that, 
when tn appropriation was found not to be needed, and there were 
bills necessary to be- paid on matters where the appropriations were 
exhausted, they were drawn from an appropriation unexpended. 
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Mr. Foster, who was chairman of the Committee on Accounts, and 
had been in the Senate, and in the Government of the State many 
times, as I understood, was of the opinion that it was right to do 
that. 

Question. He did not show you any instance proving the right? 
Answer. I think so; I have a distinct remembrance that he did 

make the statement that that was the common practice. 
Question. But it was your g~neral practice, when a fund was 

exhausted, to draw from some other fund? 
Answer. I think the general fact was that the appropriations were 

not overdrawn. 
Qiiestion. Do you think that was the general fact? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. We have put in, as part of the testimony, copies of all 

the appropriations we could reach, every one of which, excepting 
the Free High School Fund, seemed to have been exhausted? 

Answer. Have you got the Appropriation Book here? 
Question. No ; I have a memorandum of that. 
Answer. I think the Appropriation Book will not show that. 
Question. The Appropriation Book, so far as any examination the 

Committee have made, shows almost every appropriation exhausted; 
all we have touched here have been shown to be overdrawn? 

Answer. I have no doubt you have picked out certain appropria
tions, and whatever you may have shown may be true. 

Question. The book has been taken, and we have had the warrants 
that were drawn and the reports on the Military Fund. That was 
exhausted? 

.Answer. I so understand. 
Question. We have had others on the Contingent Fund of the 

Council. That was exhausted? 
Answer. I am not particularly familiar with the state of the 

funds. I can only tell by looking at the Appropriation Book. 
Question. Why, in any case we have touched in the examination, 

should money be drawn from another appropriation till the specific 
appropriation, for which the warrant was drawn, was exhausted? 

.Answer. I should not suppose it should be. 
Question. There would not be two thousand dollars drawn from 

the Free High School Fund for Binding and Stitching till the Appro
priation for Binding and Stitching was exhausted? 

Answer. I should think not. 
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Question. Nor for Military Purposes till that was exhausted? 
Answer. I should think not. 
Question. Nor for Printing Purposes till that Fund was exhausted? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Have you ever seen this Roll of Captain Black's? 
Answer. I never have, sir. 
Question. That was paid by Mr. Leavitt? 
Answer. I suppose it was, if paid at all. 
Question. The receipts of the Roll show it was paid by Leavitt? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You never saw this memorandum of eleven names of 

men on that roll who were graduates either from county jails or 
State Prison? 

Answer. I never have seen any memorandum of any such thing; 
I know nothing about it. 

Qu,estion. Look at the paper [Mr. Hale passes paper to witness] 
and read the names and the memorandum opposite. 

Answer. ·witness reads : 
AVERY,GEORGE 
BRITT, CHARLES W. 
BRITT, WILLIAM 
CARTER, CHARLES 
DANFORTH, N. F. 
HERSOM, GEORGE 
JOHNSON, JOHN C. 
LOMBARD, THOMAS 
MOORE, SYLVEST.ER, 
McCLUSKY, JOHN 
RIPLEY, FRANK 

County Jail. 
State Prison. 
State Prison. 
State Prison. 
County Jail. 
County Jail. 
State Prison. 
County Jail. 
County Jail. 
County Jail. 
County Jail. 

Qiiestion. Do you recognize the name of John Johnson? 
Answer. John Johnson I believe is a man I pardoned out of 

State Prison. 
Question. Did he turn out to be useful? 
Answer. I hope he will be a very good man. I had very good 

reasons for pardoning him; I think he ought to have been pardoned; 
I had a recommendation from some that I suppose you would regard 
of the best men on the Kennebec; I certainly do; such men as Mr. 
Bodwell; I never saw him till after his pardon was granted; I had 
very gratifying assurances that he would prove a likely citizen, and 
I trust he will. 
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Question. He set in well? 
.Answer. In what respect? There are a few persons under his 

name with the memorandum opposite "County Jail;" I think that 
is not a very unusual occurrence for a good many of our people' to 
get there. 

Question. You had nothing to do with getting up this Roll? 
Answer. No. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Qiwstion. When the examination was adjourned last evening, it 

was for the purpose of enabling you to obtain your vouchers? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Have you done so. 
Answer. I have. 
Question. Will you produce them before the Committee? [Witness 

takes papers from his pocket. J 
.Answer. This voucher which I hold in my hand is signed by R. 

W. Black: "State of Maine to R. W. Black, Dr. For services in 
protecting public buildings and property, 12 days at $5 a day, $60. 
Paid J.P. Bickford for services $7.50. Joseph Foy $7.50. William 
Smith $5.00." Then follows a certificate that the above account is 
correct. And a receipt in full for the above amount, eighty dollars, 
signed "R. W. Black." The next receipt which I hold in my hand 
is dated ".Augusta, January 2, 1880." "Received of Gov. Alonzo 
Ganelon $424, in payment for special police force employed in State 
Hour,e." Signed_ ''B. F. Lancaster, Superintendent of Public Build
ings." The next is F. Rollins and others, receipt for thirty-six dol
lars. J. J. Trainer, George W. Harriman and F Rollins, thirty
six dollars in all. Receipt signed by B. F. Lancaster, dated Jan. 
twenty-ninth. Next is a receipt of B. F. Lancaster for three hun
dred and fifty dollars, dated "Jan. 8th. For extra police force, as 
per list rendered." Signed ''B. F. Lancaster, Superintendent of 
Public Buildings." Next is bill of John Benson, Jr., "for services 
rendered at State House from Dec. 28th to Jan. 17th inclusive, at 
$5 a day, $85." This bill is approved by B. F. Lancaster, Super
intendent of Public Buildings. Next is dated •' Jcin. 6," B. F. 
Lancaster's receipt for two hundred and eighty-one dollars from 
Alonzo Garcelon, for payment of men for services guarding State 
House. Signed "B. F Lancaster, Superintendent of Public Build
ings." Next is "Jan 8," C. H. Osgood's receipt. "To five day's 
services as special police by order of Governor Garcelon. Received 
payment by hand of .A. Garcelon, $25." 
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Next is bill of G. B. Hartwell, eight dollars, and another bill, 
Samuel Hartwell, six dollars, "for watching State House, $14," in 
all, dated "January 26." I think this is one of the bills Lancaster 
sent me. Then B. F. Lancaster's receipt, five hundred and six dol
lars, dated "Deceniber 26." That was the first bill paid. "In 
payment for services of special police, as per list rendered." Signed 
'' B. F. Lancaster, Superintendent of Public Buildings." Next, B. F. 
Lancaster's receipt, one hundred. and ninety-one dollars, dated 
'' December 28th," ''For payment of special police at State House." 
Signed "B. F. Lancaster, Superintendent of Public Buildings." 
Then January first, '' Received of Gov. Alonzo Garcelon the sum of 
$124 for payment of police force at State House." Signed "B. F. 
Lancaster, Superintendent of Public Buildings." Then, Lewiston, 
February twentieth, '' Recliri·ed of A. Garcelon $300 for paynient of 
ext'ra force employed at State House, by order of Gen. Chamberlain." 
Signed "B. F. Lancaster." 

Here is a receipt of S. D. Leavitt, dated "Jan. 7, 1880," for 
one thousand dollars received of Alonzo Garcelon, with a statement 
of account. The balance, twenty-six dollars and ninety-five cents, 
was sent to me in a check. Next is bill of December twenty-seventh, 
for eighteen dollars. "Received of A. Garcelon, for H. IIaskell, for 
services at State House." Signed "B. l?. Lancaster, Supe'rintendent 
of Public Buildings." Then is Melville M. Folsom's. "For services 
rendered as commander of forces at State House and acting Adjutant 
General from Jan. 1 to Jan. 16th, $80." Here is a receipt of Ben
jamin Bunker, who was employed as Telegraph Operator by direc
tion of the Council, and who had served two-thirds of a month, 
sixty-seven dollars. 

Question. To what time? 
.AnsweT. January twentieth. I presume it would be from the first 

of January. Then bill of M. T. Haskell, dated January eighth, 
"for services as special police at State House 21 days, $63." Then 
I have a bill of G. W. French, receipted for one hundred dollars. 
He was a Clerk in the Adjutant General's office, and was put on 
special duty for some time, I think in November, "25 nights at $2 
per night, and services staff duty, 10 days at $5 per day." The hill 
is dated January sixteenth. 

Question. Was it paid January sixteenth? 
Answer. I think January sixteenth was the day it was paid. 
Question. What staff duty did he perform ten days? 
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.Answer. You must ask the military gentlemen in regard to that. 
Qiwstion. Upon whose staff was he? 
Answer. I suppose upon the Adjutant General's, if he had any 

staff. 
Question. We hadn't any Adjutant General to have a staff. 
Answer. I know that, but French was the clerk, and acting Adju

tant General during a large portion of the year. He performed the 
duties of the office when the Adjutant General was absent ; that is 
all I can tell you about it. 

Question. We will finish up the vouchers. 
Answer. I believe this is all; I suppose, gentlemen, what you 

want to get at are the simple facts in regard to these matters. If 
there is any other money expended I want to give you an account 
to show where it is gone to. 

Question. I find by warrants that were drawn and by the reports, 
that you received from December twenty-fourth to and including 
December thirty-first, seven thousand dollars. Am I right? 

Answer. I think not. 
Question. How much did you receive? 
Answer. Paid to my order six thousand dollars. 
Question. There was one thousand dollars paid over to Leavitt? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And six thousand dollars besides? 
Answer. No, I think not. 
Qitestion. How was that? 
Answer. There was one thousand dollars drawn for military pur- . 

poses, as I understood, directly to Mr. Leavitt, in the first place. 
Then there was one thousand dollars drawn, if my memory serves 
me, for the purpose of paying the legal expenses in the Mandamus 
Case. Then there was five thousand dollars drawn that was paid to · 

me, for Military Purposes. The first thousand dollars that was 
drawn by Leavitt, if my recollection serves me, was for the purpose 
of paying soldiers who were ordered for inspection. 

Question. Have you added up, so that you know what amount the , 
vouchers you have produced here aggregate? 

Answer. I do not remember exactly; I have added them hereto
fore. 

Question. Taking the vouchers as you gave them and adding them 
up, I make three thousand seven hundred and forty-four dollars,. 

45 
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including the one thousand dollars which you paid to Leavitt. Will 
you verify the addition and see if that is correct? [Witness adds 
:figures taken clown by him, the amount of each voucher separately. J 

Answer. Yes; three thousand seven hundred and forty-four dol
lars, is what I make it. You recollect I testified in regard to the 
one thousand dollars for professional services, that I had paid five 
hundred dollars on that, that I took a receipt but mislaid it in some 
way, but the bill for the services will be furnished. 

Qiiestion. Leaving out for the purposes of this calculation, the 

amount that you say you have paid for which you have not a voucher, 
and leaving out the one thousand dollars, calling the amount six 
thousand, you have produced vouchers here for three thousand seven 
hundred and forty-four dollars, leaving a balance of two thousand 
two hundred and fifty-six dollars for which you have not produced 
vouchers. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. I do not now include the one thousand dollars that 

would make it seven thousand? 
Answer. You or I have got mixed. You have got one thousand 

dollars too much. There was but six thousand dollars drawn in my 
name. 

Qnestion. There was one thousand dollars of that that you paid to 
Leavitt? 

Answe1·. Yes. 
Questfon. And that one thousand dollars is added? 
Answer. Yes; I keep out of this account one thousand dollars 

which was drawn for the legal expenses, which I have explained. 
We will confine this to the five thousand dollars. 

Question. I am not speaking about the legal expenses ; we will 
come to that in a few moments ; I am speaking of the amount which 
you drew, which amounted to six thousand dollars? 

Answer. Very good. 
Question. You have produced here vouchers which amount to 

"$3,744?" 
Ansv:er. Yes, sir. 
Qitestion. That deducted from "$6,000" leaves "$2,256?" 
Answer. "$2,256." 
Question. Be kind enough to state what has become of that two 

thousand two hundred and fifty-six dollars; in that, you can explain 
about the one thousand dollars which was drawn· for legal expenses? 
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Answer. That five hundred dollars was paid to Mr. Gould, for 
which I took his receipt, and he agreed to furnish me with his bill in 
detail which I have not as yet received. Then I have a memoran
dum of four hundred and sixty-five dollars (I am not quite sure I 
am accurate within a. few dollars) paid to the members of the 
Council. Then I have paid three gentlemen who were detailed or 
employed as special police, two of them thirty-five dollars each and 
one thirty-six dollars, making one hundred and six dollars, for which 
I have not their receipt, but which I can have. Two of them were 
paid on the morning of the eighth, here at Augusta. There were no 
conveniences to take a receipt, and as they were perfectly reliable I 
knew I could get it when I met them. Then I have sundry bills, 
items for payment of extra expenses, hiring of teams, and matters 
of that kind, which amount to one hundred dollars and a little over ; 
I call it one hundred dollars, personal expenses included. And one 
hundred and twenty-nine dollars for moneys paid out and teams 
hired, various incidental expenses which I have in detail. 

Question. Personal expenses? 
Answer. A small portion is personal expenses. That makes just 

thirteen hundred dollars. That leaves nine hundred and fifty-six 
dollars, does it not? 

Question. Yes. 
Answe1·. The rest is in my possession. 
Question. Then- the nine hundred and fifty-six dollars is still in 

your hands? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You stated that certain sums were paid out for detect

ive services? 
Answer. I suppose I used that term carelessly or heedlessly. It 

was merely for ascertaining the condition of things in different 
places, some few dollars, perhaps, of expense. 

Question. How much in all did you pay out? 
Answer. So far as I should judge now these bills embrace all 

there is; call it what you please; I should not think there was over 
fifty dollars in that direction. There was some information to be 
gained and certain points it was desirable to get, and messengers to 
go to, and see what there was about it. 

Question. Do these sums include all the money you have paid for 
services in ascertaining what the condition of affairs was in the 
State? 
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Answer. Yes, so far as I know, it is all the money l have paid 
or that I know anything about. 

Question. All the money you have known of being paid? 
Answer. Yes, every cent. 
Question. Shortly after the election, it was rumored that certain 

steps were taken in obtaining affidavits in relation to the conduct of 
affairs during the election. Do you know anything about the pay
ment for the services of different parties in obtaining those affidavits? 

.Answer. I do not, or the employment of them, or anything of 
the kind ; I know nothing about them. 

Question. Did you have anything to do with the payment of them? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did any person to your knowledge have anything to do 

with the payment for those services? 
.Answer. Not to my knowledge. 
Question. You knew of the fact that such affidavits were taken? 
Answer. I saw occasionally in the papers what purported to be 

affidavits. 
Question. Did you see anything of the originals at the State 

House? 
Answer. I never saw one of them, and knew nothing about them. 
Question. Had no knowledge they were taken? 
.Answer. No; only what I saw in the papers, and that does not 

constitute know ledge at all. 
Question. I find here a report of the Standing Committee on War

rants, dated "Oct. 7, 1879," advising the Governor to draw his 
warrant on the Treasurer of State in favor of E. F. Pillsbury and 
Company, for the sum of'' $1,000" from the Appropriation for State 
Printing, the same being for payment on account of printing for the 
State, signed "S. S. Brown, Chairman." Upon examination we 
find no voucher connected with that report. Have you any know
ledge for what that sum of money was drawn? 

Answer. I have no doubt it was drawn for what it purports to be, 
and the vouchers were with it at the time. 

Question. Have you any recollection about it? 
Answer. No, sir; I have no special recollection about it; I know 

that quite a number of warrants were drawn for printing and bind
ing. Printers, Owen and Sprague, and other gentlemen, were always 
boring us for money to pay printer's bills. 

Question. Calling your attention to that particular warrant, do 
you remember of ever seeing any voucher connected with it? 
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Answer. I cannot say that I ever saw any connected with that 
particular one, but I have rarely ever seen any, at least I don't re
member seeing a bill passed without a voucher. 

Question. But there have been reports of Committees and war
rants drawn without vouchers? 

Answer. Those that were drawn under these special circumstances 
were. 

Question. Do I understand you to say there were no warrants 
drawn, and no reports made before these special circumstances, un
less vouchers accompanied them ? 

AnswP,r. That was usually the case. 
Question. Have you any knowledge of any case where a warrant 

was draw upon a report where there was no voucher which accom
pained that report, till somewhere the last of December, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-nine? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of the kind. 
Question. You have no recollection in reference to this particular 

report? 
Answer. No; no more than any other report; I cannot say whether 

vouchers were present with it or not; although I presume there were. 
Question. I understand you to say it had nothing to do with the 

payment of the expenses of taking these affidavits, so far as you 
have any personal knowledge? 

.Answer. Not so far as I have any knowledge. 
Question. If there was anything of that kind done, it was done 

without your knowledge and without your approval? 
Answer. Certainly, and it is something I never heard suggested 

by anybody. 
Question. Nobody asked you in relation to it? 
Answer. No. I approved that bill the same as any other bill for 

a specific, legitimate purpose. 
Question. The first voucher which is produced here is that of R. 

W. Black, for sixty dollars. For what service was that money 

paid? 
Answer. For services as policeman here in the building. 
Question. Did Captain Black act as a common policeman in this 

building? 
Answer. It was .my object for him to act so, my intention, and it 

was my belief that he so acted. 
Question. Was he upon guard? 
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Answe1·. He was stationed in the building and stayed in the 
building, and had general oversight, to keep order and have the 
men properly conduct themselves. 

Question. The fact was, that the men were placed under his 

control? 
Answer. So far as a general superintendence. He had no special 

authority otherwise than to have general direction. 
Question. Is it not a fact, within your knowledge, that the men, or 

a part, of them, who were on duty here in this State House, signed 
a Roll ancl took an Oath to obey Captain Black? 

Answer. No; I have no knowledge of any such thing. 
Qnestion. Have you never seen any such Oath? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Have you ever been informed that such was the case? 
Answer. No, sir; I have told you all I know about it. 
Question. "\Vere you not so informed by General Chamberlain, 

after he came here to Augusta? 
Answer. No; at least I have no remembrance of any such state

ment made by him, and if so I do not think it is true, so far as my 
knowledge goes. 

Question. Had you any knowledge that these men, or any men, 
signed a Roll ? 

Answer. No; I have no knowledge that they signed a Roll. 
Question. Have you any information that they did? 
Answer. I understood in the earlier part of it that they went to 

work to get up what they called a military organization ; but I told 
them I would not have anything to do with it. 

Question. ·who went to get that up? 
Answer. I think Captain Black was the man ; I think that he, 

Doctor Martin and Colonel Morton were the ones, but I do not 
remember definitely. I requested a number of men to be detailed 
as a police force, so we could have them in case of emergency and 
have them as regular men. They went to work, as I understand, 
to get up what they called a military organization. Captain Black 
was a military man, as General Chamberlain was, and wanted every
thing done "red tape," which didn't suit my notions. 

Question. You do not reckon Captain Black as the same kind of a 
military man as General Chamberlain? 

Answer. I do not mean any invidious comparison, but the love of 
military regulations. 
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Question. How far did you understand this matter of getting up a 
military company was pursued? 

Answer. I cannot say as I understood anything more about it 
than that simple fact; I never had any definite information. 

Question. You never had any information that the men signed a 
Roll? 

Answer. No. 
Question. ·was not your attention called to that by Governor 

Chamberlain and the illegality of the proceeding very soon after he 
came here on your summons? 

Answer. It must have been very soon for I was here only a couple 
of days. The question came up as to making arrests. That was a 
matter which had troubled me, somewhat, and we talked the matter 
over. 

Question. vV as it any part of the services of Captain Black in 
assisting to get up the military company that this sixty dollars was 
paid for? 

Answer. No, sir; his services were paid for the time he was here 
in the building as a policeman. 

Question. Have you any knowledge how long that was? 
Answer. Some ten or twelve days. 
Question. That he was here as a policeman? 
Answer. I understand so. 
Question. Doing police duty? 
Answer. Yes; what I regarded as police duty. 
Qu.,estion. vV as he under the orders of the Mayor of the city? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. ,v as he upon the same level with the other men who 

were here and for w horn this money has been paid? 
Answer. He was on the same level in capacity; he was what you 

call Captain of Police, or Chief of Police. 
Qiiestion. Who appointed him Chief of Police? 
Answer. I think I gave him instructions to take charge of the 

men, that is to keep control of matters ; there must be some foreman 
about all niatters of business. I think he was placed here while 
General Leavitt was absent, and before Major Folsom was called; I 
will not be positive as to elates. 

Question. Was his bill or any other bill, for which a voucher has 
been produced, ever presented to any Council to be audited? 

Answer. No, I think not. 
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Question. Who did audit the bills? 
Answer. The members of the Council advised me to pay these 

bills for the men that were employed here. 
Question. Who audited the bills? 
Answer. l\Ir. Lancaster approved the bills and advised me that 

they were correct. 
Question. Be kind enough to inform the Committee under what 

statute law, or any other law, you had authority to set up a State 
Police in the Capitol? 

.Answer. I do not know as I can give you any law other than the 
general necessity of the case; as the adage goes, "Necessity knows 
no law." It seemed to be a matter of absolute necessity to protect 
and guard the building from attack and irruption. 

Question. 1Vhen it is a time of peace is there any statute authority 
or any authority which allows the Executive to employ any extra
ordinary force of men ? 

Answe1'. I do not imagine there is ; but this was not a time of' 
peace and quiet, but a time of excitement. 

Question. In time of threatened insurrection, or actual insurrec
tion, do you know of' any law which authorizes the Governor to em
ploy and pay any other body of men than the regular Militia, of 
which you were the Commander-in-chief? 

Answer. I think the law authorizes the Governor to employ a suf
ficient police force. 

Question. What law? 
.Answer. The law generally in regard to insurrection; I so con

strue it; I am not a lawyer, and I am not here to be quizzed in 
regard to law. 

Question. I do not wish to be understood as quizzing; I am ask
ing you for information under what law you acted ; I assume you 
did not proceed in so grave a matter without some authority. Under 
what authority did you think you were acting? 

Answer. Under the general authority of' the statute relating to 
insurrection, etc. To keep the peace, was all the object I had. 

Question. Did you ever see any statute law which authorized the. 
Governor of the State to call upon any other force than the Militia, 
in case of insurrection or threatened invasion? 

Answer. My understanding of the law is, that the Governor has 
authority to call upon citizens ; it seems to me that is the interpre
tation and understanding. 
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Question. Where did you get that interpretation? 
Answer. To appoint a police force; I have looked at the statutes 

in regard to that matter. 
Question. You have no recollection where you can point the Com

mittee to such statute? 
Answer. If the law were before me I could point to what I under

stand to be the law; but I do not understand that is a matter that 
need to enter in here. 

Question. Did you employ those men and pay them, without as
certaining your legal right so to do? 

Answer. I do not know as I can say that I entered materially into 
the legal question of the matter ; I supposed I had authority suffi
cient to employ and to pay those men. 

Questfon. You had a Council ; did you advise with them in rela
tion to it? 

Answer. I did advise with the Council at every step. 
Question. Did your Council inform you there was any legal 

authority for you to pay a State Police out of the Treasury of the 
State of Maine? 

Answer. I think that was the understanding of the Council, as 
well as of myself, that we had authority to appoint a sufficient force 
to protect the building, and to pay it. If we acted illegally the 
people must rebuke us. 

Question. Did they point out to you any law for that purpose? 
Answer. I have the impression that the general understanding of 

the Statute was in that direction. 
Question. I must say I have been unable to find any such Statute, 

and I have examined closely? 
Answer. We may not sometimes find what we do not want to 

find. 
Question. I did not know but you had some information to give 

us? 
Answer. No; I only acted for what I supposed to be for the best 

interest of the people of the State. 
Question. I find by chapter one hundred twenty-five of the Public 

Laws of eighteen hundred seventy-nine, that night watchmen at the 
State House are provided for, not exceeding two in number. Do 
you know of any authority upon the part of the Superintendent of 
Public Buildings to employ a larger number of watchmen than pro
vided for here by the Statute? 
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.Answer. I know of no other than that which he derived from me 
as Governor of the State, ordering him to do it, at least to appoint 
a larger force, such a force as was necessary, not in the special 
capacity of watchmen to watch fires, but to look out for the care of 
the building. 

Question. They were night watchmen? 
.Answer. Night watchmen and day watchmen. 
Question. Everything that was done by Dr. Lancaster, was done 

under your supervision? 
Answer. I do not say th.at. I say he had orders to appoint a 

sufficient police force to guard the building. That was the intention 
and purpose, and the only one. 

Question. You do not know, excepting your general impression, 
of any provision of law which authorized you, as Governor of the 
State, to mn,ke such employment or to pay men so employed? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Q'uestion. You spoke of there being an attempt to form a Mili

tary Company. '\Vhen was it you refused to give any further assent 
to the formation of such a company? 

.Answer. ·when the matter was first talked about of having a 
police force, the same day perhaps. 

Question. Can you give any date? 
Ansiuer. No, sir. 
Question. '\Vhat time was it in December? 
Answer. I cannot tell you; I have no means of knowing; I only 

know it was when the matter was first talked about. It was when 
it was found necessary to have an increased force. 

Question. How long after the seventeenth of November should 
you say? 

Answer. I have no distinct remembrance, and it would be idle for 
me to attempt to fix the precise date. 

Question. Can't you fix it any time within a month? 
Answer. No. 
Question. vV as it before the first of January? 
Answer. I should say certainly it must have been in December, 

sometime perhaps as early as the middle, but I am not sure. 
Question. "\Vas it before the guns came from Bangor? 
Answer. Oh, I think long before that. 
Question. "\Vas it within your. knowledge that these same men 

who were formed into an incipient Military Company, had those 
arms and drilled with them at night? 
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Answer. It was not within my knowledge or belief. 
Question. Have you ever had any information that such was the 

fact? 
Answer. I had information to the contrary. 
Que;:;tion. From whom r 
Answer. From parties about the building. They had a lot of arms 

here that were in the building, as I understand, and there was some 
talk of their drilling or having some sort of a military training, as a 
matter of fun; but I gave orders to the contrary, so far as any action 
in regard to the arms that came from Bangor. 

Question. The State Police stationed at the Capitol, took those 
arms which they found here and went through a mock training? 

Answer. Perhaps that was the amount of it. I have no definite 
information in regard to it. 

Question. You saw fit to give orders forbidding it? 
Answer. I didn't specifically forbid it; but did not want to have 

any show of arms about. 
Question. You advised it should not be done? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. These receipts you have produced are receipts that were 

given you from time to time? 
Answer. Yes, from day to day. After we found we had to 

increase the force, the men were changed about so that I deemed 
it advisable, in order to have the matter kept within proper limits, 
to pay them as they went away, so there should be no trouble about 
it, no mixing up. 

Qilestion. Did you keep a Roll of the men employed? 
Answer. No; only when the list was handed to me. I looked it 

over and saw it was correct, added it up and saw the number of 
days put against the different names. 

Question. Did you see and know personally the men who were 
employed on that list? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Had yon any personal knowledge that such men were 

employed in the State House? 
Answer. No, I had no personal knowledge about it. 
Question. How did you know that the number appearing on those 

bills were actually employed? 
Answer. I only knew by the Superintendent and what he called 

his time keeper, the list which he presented to me. 
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Q,uestion. Was he the person to audit the bills? 
Answer. He presented their time and I myself examined the bills 

and the Council examined them at times ; I cannot say that they 
examined all, but I did, every one. 

Question. When you paid out this money of the State you took 
the simple word of the Superintendent of Public Buildings that he 
had employed so many? 

Answer. So many, and such men. 
Question. Of the price carried out against their names,-you took 

that, and paid the money out? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And took his receipt for it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. That was all you did, and all the information upon 

which you acted? 
Answer. That was all the positive information; still, I had other 

information that the men were employed, and had the time table of 
the man who kept a list of the men employed. 

Question. Look at the bill now handed you [Mr. Strout passes 
paper to witness J, dated "Boston, Jan. 5, 1880," read it, and state 
what you know about it? 

Answer. "Boston, Jan. 5th, 1880. R. lV. Black, Augw;ta, 1lfe. 

Bought of John P. Lovell & Sons, wholesale dealers in Firearms, 2 
doz. Police Badges, $24 ). 2 doz. Police Clubs, $18." It is added 
up, $42. " G. 0. D." Paid." Signed "J. P. L01:ell & Sons." 
I never heard of it. I never knew anything about police badges 
excepting in a bill presented by General Leavitt? 

Question. Was that a part of the money paid out of the State 
Funds? 

Answe1·. I presume so; it was in General Leavitt's account; I 
heard they thought it was advisable ; I do not know but it was Gen
eral Chamberlain's suggestion. 

Question. Was there any law or statute of the State which you 
were aware of which authorized the establishing of a State Police 
and the wearing by such police of badges purchased by the State? 

Answer. I do not know as there is any law authorizing or forbid
ding it. 

Qnestion. You would not consider you would have a right to pay 
out the money of the State unless some law authorized the expendi
ture? 



TESTIMONY OF ALONZO GARCELON. 

Answer. There are a great many little bills. 
Question. You tried to be governed by the law in that case? 
Answer. Yes; and think I was, as a general thing. 
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Question. You believed you were proceeding according to law and 
the Constitution? 

Answer. Precisely. 
Question. Do you know of any Statute law which authorized you 

to set up, and buy badges and clubs for a police force separate and 
independent from the city of Augusta? 

Answer. No ; I do not know of any special law. I never looked 
into it, never had occasion to. It is very common for people on the 
police force to have badges, and I believe agricultural societies have 
badges. 

Question. Have you ever known where a State set up such a 
force t 

Answer. No, I guess not. 
Question. Do you know what has become of those badges? 
Answer. No; I never saw them. 
Question. You have never known of their being returned as a part 

of the property of the State? 
.Answer. I cannot tell you anything about it. You must go to the 

Adjutant General's office for information; I could not, of course, 
particularly know about those matters. 

Question. January twenty-ninth, there appears to have been paid 
out " $ 36 ;" January twenty-sixth, " $ 14 ;" February twentieth, 
" $ 300 ;" January eighth, " $ 63" and " $100 ;" January eighth, 
"$ 350 ;" January eighth, "$ 25." That you paid out to different 
parties after your term as Governor had expired? 

Answer. I presume that is the fact. 
Question. So that that sum you took away with you from Augusta 

after the seventh day of January, and had it in your possession, 
and paid it out to those different parties from time to time? 

Answer. Yes. In reference to the taking of the money away, I 
do not remember whether I had the check in my pocket or whether 
I had the money; I presume I had drawn the money. 

Question. I now pass you several checks which appear to be 
drawn to your order and indorsed by you. Give their dates and 
amounts? 

Answer. December twenty-seventh, one thousand dollars, First 
National Bank, Portland. All the others are on the thirty-first, 
making five thousand dollars in all, on that day. 
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Question. Then there was another thousand dollars, which does 
not appear in the checks? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Questt'.on. Do those checks all bear your personal indorsement? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. That is to say, the checks are signed by the Treasurer 

and payable to your order ; and what is the indorsement on the 
back? 

Answer. Simply "Alonzo Garcelon." 
Question. You must have received upon those checks at the dif

ferent times, the amounts which they bear? 
Answer. Certainly ; no doubt about that. 
Question. Is it not true you received the amounts about the time 

the checks are dated? 
Answer. Yes ; I received them very soon after ; as I needed the 

funds I got them discounted. About the sixth of January, if I 
remember right, I received two thousand dollars from the w-aterville 
Bank ; I was at Waterville and drew out two thousand dollars. 

Question. I find that five of these checks are dated December 
thirty-first, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. On different banks t 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. They all bear the same date, are payable to your order, 

and all indorsed by you individually? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Those checks amount in the aggregate to five thousand 

dollars? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you draw the money on those several checks on or 

about the date, or did you keep the checks? 
Answer. I kept a part of the checks, and a part I drew. On the 

same day I guess I drew those two five hundred dollar checks ; 
guess they were paid me at the Granite Bank ; I sent clown and got 
it ; and a day or two afterwards the two thousand dollars from the 
·w aterville Bank ; it was not on the Waterville Bank, but I was up 
there and had it cashed. 

Question. It was paid over to you? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. When? 
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Answer. I think on Monday morning. 
Question. That would have been when? 
.Answer. A day or two afterwards. 
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Question. Here are two other checks of one thousand dollars 
each, dated December thirty-first, one on the First National Bank, 
Auburn, the other on the First National Bank at Portland. Did 
you receive the money in bills for those two? 

.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you receive the money on or about the date? 
Answer. I presume so. 
Question. So you had in cash in your hands some four thousand 

or five thousand dollars? 
Answer. There was five thousand dollars that came into my hands. 

I paid it out. 
Qiwstion. Why was it you drew out the money on those, checks 

from the banks on or about that time, and kept the money with you 
instead of the checks ? 

Answer. I supposed that the Treasurer might want to settle the 
bills and these checks would be necessary to give information, if I 
thought anything about it. 

Question. It was not necessary in order to enable the Treasurer 
to settle the account that he should have the checks ; they would 
remain in the bank? 

.Answer. I simply drew that out because I thought it was best., 
Question. Why? 

.Answer. I do not know as I have any explanation about it. I 
simply drew it out because I wanted it to pay out. Bills were com
ing in. 

Question. You didn't pay it out till weeks afterwards? 
.Answer. Not all, but a large portion. My impression is I paid 

out some of my own money in advance for some bills before I got 
this money? 

Question. How much did you pay out of your own money? 
Answer. I do not remember just how the matter stood. 
Question. Had you any suspicions that the payment of these 

checks might be stopped? 
Answer. I never thought of such a thing; never dreamed of such 

a thing. 
Question. Did you carry the money about with you? 
.Answer. Sometimes I did, of course. 
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Question. From place to place? 
Answer. When I took it I had to carry it. 
Question. You must have had quite a large amount of money, be

cause you say you still have some nine hundred and sixty dollars? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. From the thirty-first of December to the seventh and 

eighth of January, you paid out quite a large proportion of the 
, money. Between those dates what did you do with the money? 

Answer. The two thousand dollars was not drawn from Water
ville Bank, till, I think, Monday morning, the fifth of January. 

Question. But you still had a part of this money you had drawn 
from the other banks, on hand? 

Answer. I think I had paid out the most of it. 
Question. Your vouchers do not so show. 
Answer. The vouchers show substantially the fact. 
Question. Those checks were payable to your order. If lost or 

stolen from you, till they were indorsed by you, they would be of no 
avail to anybody. You have no explanation why you went and drew 
the money out of the banks, very nearly all, on or about the thirty

first? 
Answer. The only explanation is I supposed I should want the 

money as the bills came in. I kept the money at hand so I could 
pay the bills. 

Question. Such a check would be good at any bank in Augusta? 
Answer. Yes, but inconvenient to pay a bill of fifty dollars or 

one hundred dollars. 
Question. You made no deposit of money? 
Answe'r. No, and I told you so yesterday; I have nothing to con

ceal about it at all. The whole transaction, so far as I had to do 
with it, has been open and above board. 

Question. Have you notified any party till it was disclosed to this 
Committee, that you have in your possession nine hundred and 
fifty-six dollars of the money of the State? 

Answer. No, sir, not at all; I did not know myself exactly how 
much there was. 

Question. What have you done with it? 
Answer. The money is safe, I will assure you. 
Question. Have you deposited it in any bank? 
Answer. No, it is not deposited in any bank. 
Question. Have you kept it separate, by itself? 
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Answer. I think it is. 
Question. The specific money? 
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Answer. I think it is; I think I can produce, if you will go with me 
to the proper place, and show it to you in the original package that 
has not been opened, I mean in the envelope ; I wasn't aware that 
it would come out so near as it seems to here. 

Question. You have not indicated to any person, till the present 
time, that this balance remained over in your hands? 

Answer. No, I had no occasion to; I have been waiting to get 
these bills in, and as soon as I got them I intended to have the 
matter properly adjusted. 

Question. Running back to the seventeenth of November, do you 
remember what Committee work your Council did, excepting the 
tabulation of the votes from the seventeenth of November to the· 
time of the sitting of the Legislature? 

Answer. They had a large number of pardon cases to attend to, 
and the examination of accounts. I should have to refer to the 
Blotter. 

Question. I find, referring to the Blotter, that they were in session · 
during the whole time with the exception of two or three days? 

Answer. Nominally so ; I guess there was a quorum here most 
of the time. 

Question. So they were here and drawing their per diem during 
that time? 

Answer. I presume so. 
Question. What Committee work was there for which they would 

be entitled to any extra compensation, from the seventeenth of · 
November down to the time of the session of the Legislature, 
excepting the tabulation ot votes, if they were entitled to compen- · 
sation for that? 

Answer. I do not know that there would be any. 
Question. I find that the amount allowed and paid the Council 

beside the per diem for thn Committee work, including the clerks, 
amounted to eight hundred fifty-seven dollars and ninety-five cents. 
Was or not that sum paid to them for the tabulation of the votes? 

Answer. I cannot say; I presumed the work of tabulation was 
included in their per diem. 

Question. It seems that this was the time when they were engaged 
in tabulating votes ; do you know of any other business they did? 

46 
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Answer. I do not know, of course; I know there was a good 
deal of business done. 

Question. I mean any other Committee work for which they would 
be entitled to compensation? 

Ansicer. I do not remember anything myself besides that. 
Question. Have you ever examined to ascertain how much has 

been paid for the extra Committee work in tabulating votes, in pre
vious years ? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Does it ever exceed one hundred dollars? 
Answer. I do not know whether it does, or fifty cents. I know 

nothing about it, never looked at it. 
Question. In this case there was eight hundred and fifty-seven 

dollars paid ? 
Ansu:er. I have an indistinct recollection that that matter was 

discussed or alluded to in my hearing, and something was said about 
what had been the custom of the Committee on tabulating ; but I 
have no distinct remembrance what the result was, or what the re
sult of the conversation was. 

Question. Can you tell this Committee what extra work your 
Council did in the tabulation of these votes that would entitle them 
to draw their per diem pay and at the same time to be paid eight 
hundred and fifty-seven dollars? 

Answer. Is not the eight hundred and fifty-seven dollars included 
in the Pay Roll? 

Question. No. The eight hundred and fifty-seven dollars is out
side their Pay Roll and outside of the salary which they received as 
Councillors. 

Answer. Members of the Committee on Election took the returns 
somewhere about the last of October, and they were. engaged upon 
those tabulating till about the seventeenth of November, and that is 
the time I suppose for which they made their charge for extra work. 
There were but four members of the Committee here, were there? 

Question. I find upon examination, the following list which I will 
read for the benefit of the Committee: "Nov. 19, Charles H. 
Chase, $59.50 ;" "Dec. 2, Charles H. ChaHe, $35.50 /' "Dec. 18, 
Charles H. Chase (clf'rk hire), $125.00." Do you know of any 
clerk hire that was paid by Captain Chase or that he was authorized 
to pay? 

Answer. I do not know. 
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Question. For the Governor and Council? 
Answer. No. The Council employed Harden as a Clerk, assist

ing them in various matters, and I suppose he has a bill for his 
services. 

Question.' Mr. Harden has also a separate bill for Committee work 
or clerk hire ? 

Answer. I suppose so. 
Question. I find that Harden was paid five hundred dollars extra 

besides his salary. If that is true this one hundred and twenty-five 
dollars would not properly be for clerk hire of Harden? 

Answer. I should suppose it to be a part of the five hundred dol
lars. 

Question. He received his salary, and in addition to that he 
received five hundred dollars for extra services, which were supposed 
to be for writing and matters of clerkship connected with the Com
mittee? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. So that is outside of the one hundred and twenty-five 

dollars which was paid to Charles H. Chase for clerk hire. Have 
you ~my idea what that was for or could be for? 

Answer. No, I can't tell you. 
Question. "\Vere you ever consulted about it? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Was it ever explained to you as Governor of Maine 

what that sum of money was for? 
Answer. The explanation in regard to this matter was that his 

services were very useful, and that he should be entitled to clerk hire 
so as to make him up a sum that would be fair to live upon? 

Question. That was the five hundred dollars? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. So that he really received one thousand dollars for his 

services as Messenger and as Clerk? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What did the Legislature fix his salary at? 
Answer. I believe five hundred dollars. 
Question. That was the Fusion Legislature of eighteen hundred 

and seventy-nine? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. But by this extra service it was really one thousand 

dollars? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. I find F. M. Fogg received, November twenty-first, 

"$67 ," and December thirteenth, "$39." I find that E. C. Moody re
ceived, November eighteenth, "$74," and December first, "$11.50." 
I find S.S. Brown received, November eighteenth (Committee work) 
"$71.85," and December second (Committee work), "$19.40," and 
December thirteenth (Committee work), "$13.20," and December 
twenty-fourth (Committee work), "$44." Have you any knowledge 
of any extra committee work during the time of tabulating the vote~ 
that l\fr. Brown performed? 

Answer. I do not know of any other work they performed. 
Question. Or what services entitled him to this extra compensa-

tion? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. You were not consulted about it? 
Answe1·. No, sir. 
Question. I find H. H. Monroe received, December twenty-fourth, 

(Committee work), "$44." I find Charles H. Chase received, De
cember twenty-fourth (Committee work), "$44." I find F. M. Fogg 
received, December twenty-fourth (Committee work), "$44." I find 
F. G. Parker received, December tenth (Committee work), "$70." 
1· find J. B. Foster received, November twenty-first (Committee 
work), "$45." I also find, December twenty-fourth, H. M. Pishon 
received for services as clerk, "$25." I find H. H. Monroe received, 
December thirteenth (Committee work), "$30." This all foots up 
"$857.95." It is covered under the vague and general term of 
Committee vVork. I understand you to say that you have no know
ledge of any Committee work that would authorize that amount of 
money to be paid to them or to be drawn by them? 

Answer. I have no knowledge. If there was any special work 
for them to do, they should be entitled to their pay for it. 

Question. What work was there for them to do about the returns 
excepting to tabulate? 

Answer. I say ''if there was." 
Question. You don't know of any? 
Answer. I have no knowledge of any special Committee work. 
Question. The writing of the tabulation was done by Mr. Pishon? 
Answer. I so understood ; indeed I know that Pishon tabulated. 
Question. Is not the expenditure there unauthorized, so far as 

you know? 
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Answer. I have no knowledge of the labor performed; I of course 
had no means of knowing. 

Question. We find that the Council also received pay for visiting 
various institutions ; had you any knowledge about that? 

Answer. What institutions? 

Question. Reform School, State Liquor Agency, and Insane 
Asylum? 

Answer. It is customary for the Committee on all those institu
tions to visit the various institutions. 

Question. I find from examination, that for visiting and investi
gating the State Liquor Agency, Charles H. Chase received "$22 ;" 
Frank M. Fogg, "$63 ;" E. C. Moody, "$11.40 ;" H. H. Monroe, 
., $58.50 ;" F. G. Parker, "$24." This Liquor Agency is situated 
in Lewiston? 

Answer. It was situated in Portland at the time that bill was 
made. 

Question. I find that a part of this was after it was removed to 
Lewiston. That was right across the bridge from where Councillor 
Fogg resides ? 

Answer. I understand he resides in Auburn; I am not sure. 
Qnestion. Did it come to your knowledge that "$1~8.90" bad 

been paid out of the State Treasury for visiting and investigating 
the State Liquor Agency? 

Answer. I will say that this visiting was done during my absence 
at Atlanta and Washington last summer. 

Question. They took occasion, in your absence to visit the Agen('y 
pretty often? 

Answer. The bill came in, and when they made up their Roll and 
voted upon it, I could not of course declare that they hadn't per
formed the services. 

Question. Did you believe they had? 
Answer. They said they had. 
Question. I find that, in addition to all these hills paid out to your 

Council, there was other Committee work charged for in December 
by Brown and Foster ; do you know anything about what that Com
mittee work consisted of? 

Answer. No, sir; I heard some talk about certain work, hut J 

have no idea as to what it is. 
Question. Or how much was paid out for it? 
Answer. No, sir. 
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Qiwstion. I find upon inspection of the record, that April fifteenth, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, Charles H. Chase charges one 
visit to the State Prison, "$21.10," and on May twentieth he visited 
it again, and charges "$18," and August twelfth again, "$23.80," 
and August twelfth one visit, marked in parenthesis June twenty-five, 
''$25 ;" and August twelfth one visit, marked in parenthesis July 
eighteenth, "$18.30 ;" and October eighth one visit "$23.50." This 
made in all "$123.50," for visiting the State Prison. I find Frank 
M. Fogg charges, April fifteenth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, 
one visit to State Prison, "$3~." Then F. G. Parker, one visit in 
8eptember, paid October eighth, $23.50." S. S. Brown charged, 
July second, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine·; one visit, "$17 ;'' 
August twelfth, one visit, "$19.70," making "$36. 70" for him. 
H. H. Monroe was one of the Governor's Council? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Where did he reside? 
Answer. Thomaston or Rockland, very near the line ; he resides 

about two miles from the State Prison. 
Question. Monroe was not on the Committee for State Prison? 
Answer. I do not remember. 

· Question: The record so shows. April sixteen, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-nine, he was paid for four visits to the State Prison 
"$31.00 ;" May twenty-third, one visit, "5.00 ;" same date, one 
visit, ''$."LOO;" July third, two visits, "$10.00 ;" August twelfth, 
three days, "$15 ;" September twelfth, two visits, "$10.50 ;" 
October twenty-ninth, two clays, "$10.00 ;" December two, two 
visits, "$10.00 ;" December thirty-first, one visit, "$5.00 ;" making 
"$101.50" for Monroe visiting State Prison. E. C. 1\Ioody made 
one visit April fifteenth, "$30.00 ;" July two, one visit, "$24.25 ;" 
November eighteen, one visit, ''$19.20," making "$73.45" for his 
visits to State Prison? 
.Answer. His bill, I suppose, came principally from his traveling fees. 

Question. Do yon know of any reason why these different parties 
should liaYe visited the State PriRon so often? 

Answer. I think Monroe was on the Committee on the State 
Prison, and I think the Inspectors of the prison were making an 
investigation and desired the Committee to be present. 

Question. An examination of the record, I thiri.k, discloses the 
faet that .l\Ionroe was not one of the Committee? 

Answer. I do not remember. But they desired as many mem
bers of the Council as could to visit them and advise with them. 
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Question. Had you any knowledge of these bills that were paid? 
Answer. No special knowledge. 
Question. They were not audited by you? 
Answer. No; no bills were audited by me. The bills were all 

audited by the Committee on Accounts and a report drawn up, and 
the only knowledge I had was when the report was made. 

Q1wstion. In addition to this expense, we find in connection with 
the Reform School, that August twelfth, S. S. Brown was paid for 
one visit "$8,85 ;" Charles H. Chase was paid as follov{s: April 
fifteenth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, one visit (March twenty
first) • ·$5 ;" May twentieth, two visits (May second and tenth) ''$10 ;" 
August twelfth, five visits "$25 ;" September twelfth, two visits, 
'•$10 ;" Oct.ober eighth, two visits (September), "$3 ;" December 
thirty-first, two visits (December), "$11," making in all "$G4." 
Captain Chase resides in the city of Portland? 

Answer. I always understood so. 
Question. The Reform School is a short distance out? 
Answer. Four miles, I think. 
Question. Had yon any knowledge of the services which he per

formed in earning that money from the State? 
Answer. ,vhen I was charged with the duties of Governor, in 

looking over some matters, my attention was called to certain bills 
for visiting the Reform School. I found the bills where a certain 
gentleman who visited the School three or four times charged some 
three lrnndrcd or four hundred dollars, I think, for some four or five 
different visits; and another gentleman, who resides in Portland, 
who had principal charge of the School during the year previous, 
chargcc1 thirty dollars for his services during the year. The ques
tion was, why I shonlcl not remove him and put in another man, let 
the man who charged three hundred and fifty or four hundred dollars 
for four or six visits stay in; I decided it was better to keep that 
man in who only charged thirty dollars, and took care of the insti
tution, than to put in the man who charged the large bills. 

Questfon. You dichi't approve of these large bills? 
Answer. That is the substance of it. 
Qite8tion. E. C. Moody charged "$58.90," for what he visited the 

Reform School, and F. G. Parker "$7.50 ?" 
Answer. That is a matter I couldn't control, if a man is a mem

ber of the Committee and visits one of the Institutions. The law 
says that there shall be Committees for this, that and the other pur-
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pose, and if we are unwise enough to select a Councillor from a 
remote part of the State, and he charges his traveling fees, takes 
advantage of the situation in that way, I do not know as ·we have 
any remedy. It is undoubtedly wrong. 1\fy idea is, that these In
stitutions can be taken care of precisely as well by a party in the 
immediate neighborhood as by a man residing at a distance. In 
making my appointments, I had to yield somewhat to the peculiar 
position in which I was placed, but so far as I was able I looked out 
to get men in as near proximity as possible so these bills should not 

run up. 
Question. It is true that, taking together the Liquor Agency and 

Reform School and State Prison, the State was obliged to pay 
pretty heavily for the inspection, during the year? 

.Answer. I never have looked at the bills of the other institutions, 
but my impression in regard to the liquor business was, that the 
whole thing was a nuisance, including Agency and all. 

Question. I find that Councillor Parker for visiting the Insane 
Hospital, charges as follows: "April 24, 1879, two visits, (in 

March) $7 ;" "April 24, 1879, two visits, (April) $7 ;" "July 3, 
1879, one visit, (June) $48 ;" "August 13, 1879, one visit, (July) 
$48 ;" "October 8, 1879, one visit, (Sept. 30,) $48 ;" "November 
21, 1879, five visits, (April, l\fay, August, Septoml>er and October,) 
$10," making in all "$'168?" 

AnsU"er. He only charged travel fees when he charged "$48." 
Question. Is it not true that at the same time he came to attend 

upon the business of the Council, and charged his per diem? 
Anwwer. I presume so. 
Question. This was extra? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Perquisites? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And these visits he charged for were to an institution 

just across the river r 
Answer. Yes. His regular visit would be three dollars, I think. 
Question. John B. Foster charges "$31." 
Answer. He charges travel fee from Bangor, undoubtedly. 
Question. II. II. :Monroe charges in all "$51.50." 
.Answer. That must have included travel. 
Question. S. S. Brown charged·' $38.30." Would that include 

travel? 
.Answer. Yes, it must; and quite a number of days beside. 
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Question. It was six days. You think he charged travel from 
Fairfield? 

Answer. Yes; he must have charged travel every day. 
Question. In the House of Representatives, January twenty-four, 

eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, Mr. Brown of Bangor, moved 
that there be published two hundred copies of the House Journal. 
Mr. Farrington of Fryeburg, moved to amend by inserting that, if 

the expense shall not exceed forty dollars, four hundred copies shall 
be published, which was passed. An examination sho-ws that there 
was paid to E. F. Pillsbury and Company, for printing six hundred 
copies, instead of four hundred of the House Journals, "$718. 76 ;" 
and A. J. Cameron, binding and stitching six hundred twenty copies, 
"$285," making ''$1,003. 76 ;" have you any knowledge about that? 
or had you? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Have you any knowledge where the authority came 

from to print the additional copies which were not authorized by 
this order? 

.Answe1·. I do not know. 
Question. Never had any knowledge of it? 
Answer. No. 
Question. 1.,V ould you have authorized it? 
Answer. Not if I had known the law. What was the condition? 
Question. The order was, four hundred copies shall be published 

if the expense shall not exceed forty dollars? 
Answer. There must be some mistake about that. 
Question. " That if the difference between the two hundred and 

four hundred copies shall not exceed $40.00, four hundred copies 
shall be published.'' And there were six hundred copies at seven 
hundred eighteen dollars and seventy-six cents. You approved? 

Answer. I presume so. 
Question. Did you not make inquiry into the authority for 

printing? 
Answer. I should doubt very much whether I did. 
Question. Whose statement did you take? 
Answer. The Committee on Accounts; 1\L Foster was Chairman, 

and most of these bills passed his inspection, and, as a general rule 
I found him exceedingly accurate; I have no remembrance of this 
case at all; I cannot say whether I was present when the report 
was passed. Very frequently I was absent and a report passed and 



730 ALTERED ELECTION RETURNS. 

the first I knew about it was the warrant. I assumed they were 
correct. 

Question. I understood yon to say, there was a certain amount of 
money you paid to your Council? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. When was that paid? 
Answer. I cannot tell you precisely, sometime in December, along 

-I should judge the latter part of December. 
Qiwstion. How much? 
Answer. Little less than fiye hundred dollars, my minutes are. 
Question. ·what was it for? 

Answer. There is a little explanation, if you go into that, that I 
shall have to make. It wns for two different purposes. The bills 
when they come in will show. A part of it grows ont of that ques
tion of donble mileage. The Council passed a bill for double mile
age, without my observation till it got through and they got their 
money. I insisted afterwnrds that they should not haye it, that they 
should pay it back. Then the next time they did not charge the 
mileage at all. Subsequently, there was some trouble, some way or 
other, about it, and finally they concluded to pay the money back. 
They thought they ought to have it, and the last days of the session 
sometliing came up about that. A part is for that purpose, and the 
other is for certain bills ; I will put them in as soon as Chase and 
Monroe come back. 

Question. They insisted upon having their mileage? 
Answer. Yes; I paid it to them, and they paid it back into the 

Treasury, I think. 
Question. You paid it to them? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And they paid it back into the Treasury? 
Answer. Yes. They did not draw their pay the next time. 
Question. What did you pay them from? 
Answer. I let them have this money. They only got their regular 

miles through the terms. It was for the purpose of satisfying the 
Treasurer that they paid it back. It amounted to some two hundred 
and sixty or two hundred and seventy dollars. Mr.Parker's mileage 
is very large. 

Qilestion. I do not quite understand what the object was of their 
receiving it if they were to pay it back? 

Answer. I cannot myself see the necessity of it; but it was a 
difficulty between them and the Treasurer, some how or other. 
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Question. Between the Council and the Treasurer? 
Answer. Yes, about their fixing the account. The real fact, I 

:5uppose, was, they did not want it to stand to show they received 
double mileage, and they. had rather pay it back and get their pay 
for the next session which they did not receive ; so it was just as 
broad as it was long. The first session they drew double mileage, 
and the next session they did not draw any ; and it would. have been 
all right to let it stand just as it was ; but, in order to have the mat
ter stand right on the records they concluded they would go and 
nominally pay it back, which was taking so much money out of my 
hands and paying double mileage and making it appear right on the 
books. It does not amount to anything one way or the other, and 
those are the bottom facts about it. There was about four hundred 
and sixty-five dollars in the whole. A part of that was for certain 
contingent bills which will show for themselves. 

Question. This four hundred and sixty-five dollars you speak of 
was money paid the Council as you have just explained to us? 

.Answer. Yes; a part of it, and some bills Mr. Chase had for 
some purpose or other. 

Q·uesti:on. Do you know what? 
Ansicer. No. His bill has not been rendered. 
Question. How mnd1 do you think was for other matters besides 

the mileage? 
Answer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. That was paid out of this six thousand dolhrs which 

. you drew? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. ,vhen was it paid? 
Answer. I cannot tell you .. It was the iatt~r part of December. 
Question. ·was it since you ceased to be Governor? 
Answer. No, sometime before; about the time of the excitement, 

the time they were settling up the final accounts of the year, some 
time after Christmas. 

Question. This double mileage was incurred in the early part of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 

Ansiver. Yes, January. 
Question. They never adjusted it till just before their te_rm of 

office expired? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. I suppose you have not the vouchers for the money you 

paid Lancaster; you have not the Pay Roll? 
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Answer. No. 
Question. What has become of it? 
Answe1·. These Pay Rolls would come in from day to day, and 

these bills were paid. After they came in and I checked them to 
see they were all right, they went into the waste basket, for all I 
know. 

Question. They have not been preserved? 
Answe1·. No, sir. 
Question. Do you think that was a good way to do business for 

the State? 
Answer. I do not know but it was; I was very careful, as I be

lieved, to have it as near right as possible. 
Question. You paid the money and took the receipts of Lancas

ter, and put the vouchers, from which you could gather accurate 
information if at all, into the waste basket? 

Answer. It was a list made up from day '.to day or every two or 
three days. I had an occular inspection of the matter to know it 
was right and therefore did not feel there was any particular import
ance of preserving them. I did not think anything about that 
matter. It was the receipts I was looking at, Mr. Lancaster, I pre
sume, has kept a list of all his men. 

Question. How much is there that has been paid Charles H. Chase 
for which he has rendered no bill? 

Answer. I cannot give you the precise amount. 
Question. Is it more or less than one hundred dollars? 
Answer. I should think some over one hundred dollars. 
Question. I find here an item of "$106, three gentlenien, special 

policemen/' who were they? 
Answer. :M:ajor Channiiig, Captain l):am, and Mr. Rodick of Lew

iston. They were here dnring seven or eight days, the last part of 
the session. Major Channing I was particularly acquainted with, 
and knew him to be a reliable, steady man, and of good judgment. 
In the state of excitement it was desirable to have some men who 
could control the multitude. 

Question. I thought Captain Black was in charge of the police? 
Answer. He was in immediate charge. 
Questfon. What were Major Channing's duties? 
AnswcT. He was a policerpan, to adyisc, the same as most all tlw 

people here. 
Question. Was he actually on duty? 
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Answer. He was. 
Question. Was Rodick a military man? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. What part did he play? 
Answer. The same. 
Question. He was from Lewiston? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What service did he render the State? 

733 

Answer. The same duty that any other gentleman did here, look
ing after the general interest of the State. 

Question. Was there a Mr. Haskell here from Lewiston or 
Auburn? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Do you know him ? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Who brought him here? 
Answer. I inquired as to who recommended him here and my 

information was that he was recommended by Mr. Fogg. 
Question. F. M. Fogg? 
Answer. Yes, of the Council. 
Question. Was he paid out of the State Treasury? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. He was a pugilist? 
Answer. I do not know; I never saw him till I saw him here. 
Question. He had the reputation of 1:>eing a fighting man? 
Answer. He had the reputation of being a good policeman, as I 

understood. 
Question. Mr. Fogg brought him here? 
Answer. I understood he was recommended to Mr. Lancaster as 

being a suitable man. 
Question. Do you know of any other men who were recommended 

by any other members of the Council? 
Answer. I do not; I never asked the question. It only came to 

my ears incidentally that this man was recommended in that way. 
Question. Were you not requested by General Chamberlain to dis

charge this body of men? 
Answer. What body? 
Question. The class of men that has been described here, this 

Haskell and State's Prison men. 
Answer. I do not know whether he made the request or not, but 
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I did discharge all, I think, excepting some twenty or twenty-five. 
In consultation with General Chamberlain, we thought they had 
better be discharged, and I discharged them. 

QuesUon. Did you find them back again? 
Answer. In the morning I found them back again, quite a large 

number. Since I was here I have been calling to mind. On the 
evening of January seventh, I was in my room at the Augusta 
House, and, about nine o'clock, a boy came and brought me a note 
from General Chamberlain, saying there was great excitement at 
the State House ; that men were under arms, and that he was 
astonished, having heard me give the order that those parties should 
be d_ischarged, that they were again here. I requested some gentle
man, do not recollect whether Major Belcher or some other member 
of the Staff, to go to the State House and see what was up, and see 
whether the report was true. They did so, and came back and reported 
that everything was quiet; there was nobody here, and nobody was 
under arms, and had not been during the evening, and that it was 
as quiet, or more so, than it had been for a long time. I supposed 
everything remained quiet, but in the morning when I came up, the 
statement was made to me that General Chamberlain-

Qitestion. Was General Chamberlain present 'f 
Answer. No; I was stating what was told me, why these men 

were here, that it was through his order. 
Question. Do you not know the fact that immediately after Gen

eral Chamberlain came .up, the next morning, that he insisted that 
these roughs and shoulder hitters, and the class of men that occu
pied this building, should be discharged, and that the regular police 
from Augusta, people who were amenable to the law, should be put 
in their stead ? 

Answer. I do not know anything about what occurred. I was 
not in a position to know what was done or said. 

Question. Diel you not receive that information from General 
Chamberlain, that he would not have that class of people about the 
State House? 

Answer. No; I never have seen him since the seventh of Jan-
uary. 

Question. This was prior? 
Answer. You say .it was the next morning. 
Question. Was it the night of the sixth this took place? 
.Answer. No; it was the night of the seventh. 
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Question. So you did not see him afterwards . 
.Answer. No; I was looking at his note to me, a day or two ago. 

BY l\fa. HALE : 
Question. Now that these matters have been brought out before 

you, take for instance the treatment of the returns which I sub
mitted to you in your first two days of the examination, like the 
Fairfield case and the Hebron case, and the other cases, you still 
say, as you did then, that you knew nothing of those manipulations? 

.Answer. I do say so, most emphatically. I never heard or dreamed 
of such a condition of things, as they appear now. 

Question. I showed to you in each case, did I not, the tabulation 
accompanying? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. I showed you that the reports and the lists, and the 

carrying out on the margin of the tabulation, were in accordance 
with what we found there, did I not? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. And that the name of the successful candidate was car-

ried out accordingly? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. And that the list was made up from that? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You knew nothing of the treatment of the return itself, 

but took it from the lists made up? 
Answer. Yes. For instance, take the Wells case, where the tabu

lation is "Josiah A. Stover." Of course, I, nor any party, could 
have any knowledge, if I looked at that return and saw it, that it 
was not made properly. These returns were put up by counties, 
and when we wanted to look at a return we would turn down and 
find a particular town and take it and look at it. Here is a return 
that says "Josiah A. Stover" received so many votes. If any one 
did not look at it particularly and critically they would not observe 
but it was all right ; but having your attention called to the fact that 
the words were compressed or drawn nearer together, and the "A" 
was put in, it was looking a little suspicious, perhaps then you would 
have no knowledge but the Town Clerk put it in ; you would not 
know anything about it. Of course there are a great many cases of 
that kind that might occur, even if we had all sat around this table 
and looked at it. 

Question. Take for instance, the Josiah A. Stover case, in Wells. 
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The Clerk has appeared and sworn he did not put in that "A," as 
was shown, too, by his list made up in town meeting which he 
showed to us ? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. It is tabulated "Josiah A. Stover." 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Which shows conclusively, does it not, that the .A was 

put in before the Council tabulated? 
Answer. Precisely, or else it was tabulated wrong. 
Question. The fact that it was tabulated '' Josiah A. Stover" and 

that we find the •'A'' in there, interpolated, the two things together, 
show to any man, as a natural conclusion that the '' A" was put in 
before tabulating, otherwise they would have tabulated it "Josiah 
Stover." 

Answer. That is the presumption. 
Question. So that disposes of any claim that the '' A" has been 

put in since? 
Answer. It disposes of it to a certain extent; but there would be 

another dilemma come up, granting it was put in since, why was it 
not tabulated "Josiah Stover?" 

Question. That is the answer. If it had been put in since, it 
would have been tabulated "'Josiah Stover." 

.Answer. It ought to have been. I wish to put that in as matter 
of excuse if it is possible to make ; but mind ;you, I don't make it. 
The only excuse is that, during the time between October twenty
ninth and November seventeenth, when these gentlemen were tabu
lating, they were not thinking of this rule, or might be ignorant of 
what rule should be adopted, and therefore tabulated it, supposing 
it should be for "Josiah A. Stover," and when the final tabulation 
came up, it was through carelessness it was not corrected. I only 
say that is the only possible way to account for it. 

Question. You are only testifying as to a possible excuse about 
what might have been done before? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Does not the fact that this tabulation was made accord

ing to the return as it now appears, show the tabulation has been 
made since the alteration? 

Answer. It is a strong presumption of course. 
Question. Take the Hebron case where "0" was changed to 

"G." It was originally "Henry C. Walker" in the return. The 
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tabulation which I show you showed that the vote was tabulated for 
"Henry G. Walker." That proves, does it not, that the change 
had been made from " C" to " G ," before the Council tabulated it? 

Answer. Most assuredly that is the inference anybody would 
draw. 

Qnestion. What reason could you give for the Council tabulating 
it "Henry G." if that change had not been made before? 

Answer. They must have some smarter answer than I can think 
of. 

Question. A prophetic ken? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. So this claim that has been made by Citizen Fogg that 

these alterations have been made since this Committee took the doc
uments in charge has no foundation. The fact that they are tabu
lated as they appear now, shows that those alterations were made · 
before the tabulation? 

Answer. That is my solution. 
Question. You do not agree with him? 
Ans1.,uer. I do not want to excuse or justify anything that is. 

wrong. As I told you the other day, when this suggestion was 
made, I went into the Council Chamber and said to them: " If· 

there is anything about these returns, whe're they have been substituted, 
intmferecl 'with in any way, any alteration whatever, I want to know 
it. I put you upon your honor to test?'f.'lf in regard to the matter." 
After making what inquiry I can now, I am frank to say I do not 
think there was anything like a conspiracy on the part of any indi
viduals, that whatever was done I must think was done by sonie 
.Judas in the canip. 

Question. Have yon any idea who he was? 
Answer. I do not want to express myself. 
Question. You do not think a great many were engaged .in this 

performance ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You do not often find more than one Judas? 
Answer. No; I want to say one thing for my friend Fogg,-so he· 

shall not have any greater burden to bear than belongs to him,-that 
during the time this tabulation was going on, the original tabulation, 
between October thirtieth and November seventeeth, he was not 
present at all here in Augusta. 

47 
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Question. During that eighteen days? 
Answer. During eighteen days of the Committee work he was not 

present, and he did not come to Augusta till the same day I did. 
Question. So if it was done before that you do not think he had 

a hand in it? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Will you tell us which of those gentlemen you are willing 

to exonerate? 
Answer. I advised Mr. Fogg to come here to-night, and come 

before this Committee; I told him I thought it was due to him. 
Question. What did he say? 
Answer. He said he should be glad to testify before this Com-

mittee, but felt that it would be recognizing an illegal Legislature. 
Question. You were not troubled in that way? 
Answer. I did not have any conscientious scruples. 
Question. Have you seen that report of the interview between 

Citizen Fogg and a correspondent of the Lewiston Journal in to-day's 
paper? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. When did you see Mr. Fogg? 
Answer. This afternoon, just before I came away, I met him at 

the depot. 
Question. You do not think Foster did this work? 
Answer. I wish you would not ask me those questions? 
Question. You do not think our friend Brown, at Fairfield, had 

anything to do with fixing up that Fairfield return? 
Answer. [Witness laughs. J I am rather inclined to think some 

of you fellows pasted these pieces of paper on. 
Question. Seriously? 
.Answe1·. I have got nothing to say. 
Question. The Selectmen swore they pasted them on themselves. 

Yon had not any doubt about that case when we referred to it, but 
what there harl been foul play? 

..Answer. If these were the returns that were in here there can be 
no doubt, in my judgment. 

Question. All these performances, whatever they were, by any 
"Judas in the carnp," you knew nothing about? 

Answer. No; I never dreamed of such a thing. 
Question. Take the expenditures that have come out to-night, and 

the habit of Councillors spending so much time in extra services,-
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Fogg visiting the Liquor Agency which was close by him ; Monroe 
visiting the State Prison which was close by him; Moody visiting 
the "R,eform School close by him ;-is that new to you? 

Answer. I did not know of the aggregate amount till to-night. I 
knew in regard to the Liquor Agency. Last spring there was a 
great deal of examination and investigation of that matter, trying 
to test the quality of the liquor. I went to attend the Medical 
Convention at Atlanta, and when I got home, (I was gone about 
three weeks, I think,) I found there had been a good deal of visit
ing the Liquor Agency. 

Qitestion. Any liquor when you came back? 
Answer. I cannot say. 
Question. While you had that general notion, you never realized 

till now the extent of these things or the amount of this extra work 
that had been going on? 

Answer. I did not know about the extra work. I felt, and 
always have, that there was a disposition to magnify these bills, to 
make extra visits. I find it so professionally. Some good lady is 
sick and nervous, and she calls her Doctor, and is desirous of having 
special attention. If the Doctor is governed by her feelings he will 
make many visits when only one or two are necessary. I think that 
is the case with Public Doctors. 

Question. Do you think the Reform School, State Prison or Liquor 
Agency, insisted on these visits? 

Answer. Perhaps some peculiar attraction. 
Question. On the whole, do you not think you have been pretty 

badly imposed upon by these gentlemen? 
Answer. I presume they are, in the main, as honorable about 

these things as the most people, but the results of things often
times astonish people. I was not aware that the bills for this 
Committee work and for these visits amounted to what they do, and, 
even if I had been, I know of no means by which I could have pre
vented or diminished the charges. 

Question. You had to sign the warrants? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Take the other branch of the case ; if you had known 

and gone into these cases that have been called to your attention~ 
and enforced the rules as you understood them, you would not, as 
I showed you yesterday was done, apply a rule one way when it 
favored a Fusionist, and another way when it would favor a Repub
lican? 
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Answer. No, sir. 
Question. If you had known how these rules were applied you 

would not have consented to grant the certificates? 
Answer. No. 
Question. And the result would have been, there would have been 

no such Legislature certificated as there was? 
Answer. I presume that is so, assuming that the thing is as it was 

and there has been no change made. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Question. Where is Mr. Lancaster? 
Answer. In town; he keeps a boarding house just back of here, 

and some members of the Government board with him, as he told 
me when he was at my place. 

Question. Have you seen him recently? 
Answer. Yes, I have. 
Question. When? 
Answer. Within four weeks, and I saw him last night, a moment. 
Questt'.on. \Vhere? 
Answer. He was at the Augusta House while we were at supper. 
Question. Was he at your room? 
Answer. Yes ; I asked him to my room, for I wanted to ask him 

about the disagreement between him and General Chamberlain as to 
the employment of the forces. He came up, and I had a few 
moments conversation with him. 

Question. In regard to an item here of "$85.00," from twenty
eighth of December to fifth of January; what did John Benson, Jr., 
do during that time to earn eighty-five dollars, about ten dollars a 
day? 

Answer. I think there is a mistake about that. The certificate 
was, that he was here from December twenty-eighth to January 
seventeenth. He was employed in the Adjutant General's office, 
connected with Major Folsom. 

Question. What did he do? 
Answer. I cannot tell you. He was in the office as secretary, or 

connected with it. 
Question. When did you pay him this amount? 
Answer. When I paid the other gentlemen ; I think about the 

twentieth of January. 
Question. Did he come to your place ? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Question. Did the others come? 
Answer. No. They sent by him, I think all of them; I guess 

you will :find an order or request. 
Question. He was the alleged Deputy Secretary of State under 

Sawyer? 
Answer. Was he? I did not know that; I am not acquainted 

with him. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Why do you not pay back that money you have, into 

the Treasury? 
Answer. I have not been here till I came before the Cominittee. 

I wanted to get these bills all in so as to have the accounts accurately 
arranged, so as to have it all show. I am perfectly willing to pay 
it any time and have been. I have waited for these gentlemen. 
Mr. Foster is at Chicago. I wanted to get all these bills in. That 
is the only reason. 

MARCH 16, 1880, A. M. 

JAMES S. HARRIMAN, sworn and exarnined. 

BY MR. HALE: 

Qu,estion. Were you at home, in Belfast, at about the time of the 
adjournment of the October Term of the Supreme J ndicial Court, in 

early November, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. Are you acquainted with the late Attorney General, 

William H. McLellan? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. Did yon see him on or about November eighth, and 

have any talk with him in reference to the counting out? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Will you fix the date, and day of the week as near as 

possible? 
Answer. It was Saturday night, the eighth of November. 
Question. About the time of the adjournment of the Court? 
Answer. I think it was very soon after. 
Question. What did Mr. McLellan then say in reference to the 

action of the Governor and Council, in counting out Republicans? 
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Answer. I cannot give the exact language of our conversation 
there. He said: "lVe are going to count you out," or words to the 
effect. That is as near as I can give it. 

Question. What reference did he make to any authority or law 
nnder ·which the counting out was to be done? 

Answer. He said the Republicans had passed a law in eighteen 
hundred and seventy-seyen, making the Governor and Council a 
Returning Board, and put the whole matter into their hands, or 
something to that effect. 

Question. What did he say in reference to having seen the Gov
ernor? 

Answe1·. He said that he had seen the Governor in the matter, 
and that he staid with him all day, or something to that effect, or 
labored with him. I do not know the exact language. 

Question. Did he state what condition he left the Governor in? 
.Answer. He said the Governor was "all right now," ~hat he had 

'' stiffened him up," or '' stiffened his back," or some expression of 
that kind. 

Question. Did he make any predictions as to who would be Gov
ernor I 

Answer. He did. He said that Davis would not be Governor. 
He did not make any prediction as to who would be Governor, but 
that Davis would not be. 

Question. Did he offer to bet? 
Answer, He offered to bet twenty-five dollars that Davis would 

not be Governor. 
Question. Did he give you any towns that were to be counted out, 

and the reasons for it? 
.Answer. He named Searsport, and gave a reason why the vote of 

Searsport was to be thrown out. 
Question. Do you remember the reason? 
Answer. He said the polls were kept open till after the hour when 

they should have been closed, and that we might as well hold an 
election on Sunday as to hold it in that way, or something of that 
kind. He did not say anything about the return not being sealed 
up, in Searsport. 

Question. Did he say anything about the Belfast case? 
Answer. He said they could count the Doctor out. 
Question. Dr. Brooks? 
Answer. He had reference to Dr. Brooks; but he said he was not 

to be counted out. 



TESTIMONY OF GEORGE F. HARRIMAN. 743 

Question. Do you remember of his mentioning any other towns 
that were to be counted out, or were not to be? 

Answer. He may have mentioned other towns, but I do not. re-
member any other town, excepting Searsport and Belfast. 

Qu.,estion. How long have you lived in Belfast? 
Answer. Twenty-five years. 
Question. Business? 
Answer. Attorney at law. 
Question. You are well acquainted in Belfast, and know Mr. Mc

Lellan well? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I have known him upwards of twenty years. 
Question. Do you appear here voluntarily, or on summons of the 

Committee? 
Answe1·. I appear upon the summons of the Committee ; had no 

knowledge or intimation I was to appear till I got the dispatch from 
the Clerk, yesterday morning. F. vV. Pote was present during a 
portion of the conversation. And M. T. Marshall, I afterwards 
learned, heard the conversation. They are both of Belfast. This 
conversation was at Pote's shop. 

GEORGE F. HARRIMAN, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. HALE: 
Quest'ion. Your profession? 
.Answer. Attorney at law. 
Question. You have lived in Belfast how long? 
Answer. Not quite twenty-five years. 
Question. Well acquainted with Mr. McLellan? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. Members of the same profession? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Were you present at the conversation which has just 

been testified to by James S. Harriman, which testimony you have 
heard ; and if so, does your recollection of the conversation and of 
Mr. McLellan's statements agree with the account of it given in 
James S. Harriman's testimony? 

Answer. I was present, and I remember the conversation sub

stantially as he gave it. 
Question. Do you remember any additional points? 
Answer. I do not now call them to mind. 
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MARCH 17, 1880, A. M. 

ORVILLE D. BAKER, sworn and examined. 

BYMR. HALE: 
Question. Were you counsel for any members of the Legislature, 

including House and Senate, during the late affairs that took place 
before the assembling of the Legislature? 

Answer. I was. 
Qiiestion. As such counsel, state whether or not you appeared, 

from time to time, before the Governor and Council? 
Answer. I did; I did not appear before the Governor and Council 

but once prior to the day of the Mandamus hearing. 
Question. Did you attempt to do so? 
Answer. I did, various days, representing a large number of 

clients. 
Question. Did you ask to see the returns ; did you try to get a 

~ight of the Representative and Senatorial returns? 
Answer. I did, repeatedly. 
Question. Between what dates? 
Answer. I attempted to appear at various dates between Novem

ber seventeenth and December :first. 
Question. Between those dates, inclusive, were you, acting as 

counsel, permitted to have access to or inspection of any return? 
Answer. I think between those dates I was persistently excluded 

from seeing a single return ; I think I did not see a return for Sena
tor or Representative and was permitted to see none, till, I think, the 
twelfth of December, which was the day after the Mandamus hear
ing closed. 

Question. Were you prepared, if you had been permitted to 
inspect the returns, to present certified, copies of town records? 

.Answer. I was prepared, after very much labor and sending into 
all the counties of the State as counsel, to exhibit certified and 
sworn to copies of the official records, in probably at least four hun
dred of the towns and cities of the State, possibly more than that-
very nearly all. I think it included every one in which there was 
ever any contest, and a great many where there was none. 

Question. In preparing yourself with such evidence, had you been 
guided solely by the records of the meetings as made by the legal 
Clerks? 

Answer. All the copies that I had were sent for and returned cer-



TESTIMONY OF ORVILLE D. BAKER. 745 

tified and sworn to as accurate copies of the official records of the 
Town Clerk? 

Question. That applied to many towns where the officers were 
members of the Fusion party as well as to towns where they were 
Republicans? 

Answer. Yes. They were taken irrespective of party. ,v e got 
every one that could be obtained. There were some towns where 
there were Fusion officers in control who refused to give any certifi
cates or to allow any person access to their books for the purpose of 
taking certificates. One case I remember where a Fusion Town Clerk 
refused to give a copy unless he was paid twenty-five dollars. He 
said he was advised, I think by Mr. Pillsbury, not to give any. 
That was the answer he returned, so I was informed. 

Question. In requesting the right or privilege of examining the re
turns, during this time, before you were permitted, did you state to 
the Governor and Council, or any member, from time to time, what 
you proposed to do, and that you were getting these certified copies 
at large from the towns, in order to compare them with the returns? 

.Answer. I am not sure whether I stated to the Governor and 
Council that I was getting them, but I stated to them repeatedly, 
after the fact, that I had obtained them and had them ready, and 
offered them. 

Question. You stated to them all you wanted was to have an 
opportunity to examine the returns? 

Answer. Yes ; I stated it to members of the Council individually, 
and repeatedly in written communications, which were printed as a 
part of the daily newspaper accounts. 

Question. No examination was allowed to you, as representing 
those parties, till the eleventh or twelfth of December? 

Answer. The eleventh or twelfth, I think it was the twelfth ; it 
was the day after the final hearing of the Mandamus case closed. 

Question. How soon after that were you permitted to inspect the 
returns? 

Answer. I was there the twelfth, which I think was Friday, and the 
thirteenth which was Saturday. I did not pursue the matter very 
much Saturday, for the reason I satisfied my own mind, from the 
proceedings Friday, that the matter was pre-determined. I had one 
contested hearing Friday. The hearings were conducted something 
in this manner : there would be three or four of the Council in the 
Council Chamber ; the Governor did not come out at all, although I 
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sent for him several times ; in one case I waited several hours for 
him to come out ; he did not come, but sent a word declining to 
come, that he was busy and did not care to. That was a case, after 
the certificates were issued, of Webster and Lisbon, when I was 
asking him to revise his opinion. 

Que:~tion. Confine yourself, please, now to what took place 
before? 

Answer. There were only a few members of the Council present 
in the Council Chamber, and, during the days I was there, the Gov
ernor and the remainder of the Councillors would be in the Gov
ernor's room, and Mr. Pillsbury was in there with them, and they 
were examining and passing upon the returns. The hearing out
side, I satisfied myself, was largely a show. 

Question. Did you succeed in getting any arrest of the process of 
counting out that was going on at that time, which resulted in cer
tificates being given to men who have since been declared as not 
elected? 

Answer. Not in one single case was any result changed, or did 
any benefit result from a hearing. 

Question. On what day did the notice, which had been given that 
hearings would be had, expire? 

.Answer. On the thirteenth, which was Saturday, I think. 
Question. Did you, after the thirteenth, try to secure a hearing 

and a change in the result of any case that had already been passed 
upon by the Governor and Council ; if so, what case and when? 

.Answer. Yes; I tried, immediately after the certificates were 
issued; I cannot state the date, endeavored to have a re-hearing. I 
went to the Governor, personally, in his Room, and told him that in 
the Webster and Lisbon cases affidavits had been signed by all six 
of the Selectmen of those two towns, stating that they had individ
ually signed the returns, each his own signature, with his own hand; 
that I understood both those towns had been disfranchised, rejected 
in the count, because it was alleged the signatures had not been 
made individually ; that I was prepared to refute that, and show the 
contrary, and asked a hearing. The Governor said, so far as he was 
concerned, he supposed there would be no objection, he could not 
say for his Council. Finally, I got a hearing, and asked the Gov
ernor if he knew personally about that matter. He said he thought 
my statement could not be true upon it, that I could not have been 
rightly informed, because he said he had a letter, or something of 
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the sort, from one of the Selectmen, stating the contrary. I told 
him that my information seemed to be very reliable. Finally, I 
secured a hearing, and the Selectmen, all six, of the two towns, 
came down, in a driving snow storm, and went in before the Gov
ernor and Council with them. I told them for what we had come. 
We waited in the Council Chamber, I shonld think an hour, possibly 
two hours, for the Governor to come ont and hear, personally, the 
testimony. I sent in repeated messages for him to come out and 
hear the testimony of those men, who had come for that special pur
pose and were anxious to go home as soon as possible. He did not 
come. I finally, after waiting a long time, began the hearing, and 
the men testified, each on oath, before the Council, that they signed 
individually, their respective signatures Finally, I obtained admis
sion into the Governor's Room myself, and solicited him again to 

come and personally hear the testimony of those gentlemen. He 
finally came out; staid, I should think, perhaps three minutes. I 
succeeded in getting the testimony of three men,- in asking three 
of the Selectmen out of the six, in his presence, a single question, 
whether they individually signed the return, and he immediately 
passed out and left the other three unexamined before him. That 
was all the hearing I could obtain before him. The hearing was 
closed. 

Question. Did the testimony show, indisputably, from all the 
officers, that each signed his name? 

Answe1·. Yes ; each testified under oath, to signing his own name 
and seeing each of the other officers sign his. · 

Question. Was that the question which was raised and the defect 
which was alleged to exist in the Lisbon and Webster cases? 

Answer. That was the only allegation I had been able to learn 
from Governor or Council. 

Question. After that, was the candidate whom you represented, 
counted out? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. No change was made? 

Answer. No. 
Qnestion. Upon what ground has it been put since that? 
Answer. I think, after that point was entirely disproved at that 

hearing, it was put on the ground, afterwards, in their report, that 
the record was not made up in open town meeting. That is my 
memory now. 
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Question. At the time of the hearing, when you were producing 
testimony, was that point raised at all or suggested by anybody? 

Answer. The witnesses were examined by various members of 
the Council, particularly Mr. Brown and Mr. Fogg; and Mr. Fogg 
raised that point, I think, in his examination ; but before concluding 
the hearing I stated to the Council that we were prepared to offer 
evidence to establish any point there was any doubt about, and 
would do so if the Council had doubts upon any other point. I told 
them I would wait a moment for them to make reply and if they 
made no reply, specifying any other point, I should assume that the 
point of signatures was the only one in controversy. They made 
no answer and the case closed on all points. 

Question. Are you aware that, in the list made up for members 
to be certificated from, William H. Thomas' name was first written 
in, and afterwards erased, and Leonard H. Beal's name substituted? 

Answer. Yes; I have seen the tabulation. After the certificates 
were issued I saw the tabulation and remember of seeing evidence 
of that change upon it. I saw it in the Secretary's office, I think. 

Question. Does not the final list made up by the Governor and 
Council show the change from Thomas to Beal? [List marked 
"Exhibit ]{., G. D. B., Clerk of Committee," shown to witness. J 

Answer. On the list now shown me the name of Leonard H. Beal 
is the last one written in, and a name has evidently been written 
before that and erased, and, with the aid of the glass, I should say 
that that previous name was Wt'.lliam B. Thomas, or William 
Thomas. I also solicited a hearing upon the case of John Burnham: 
from the Ashland district, I think. 

Qiwstfon. Previous to the thirteenth? 
Answer. No; afterwards, offering to show that the ground of 

counting out the Republican member was ground entirely unwar
ranted in fact; I offered to show that by witnesses; but I was not 
allowed a hearing for that purpose in that case. 

Question. "\Vere your requests for these various hearings and in
spections of the returns proffered in a courteous manner, in the 
customary way in the practice of law? 

Answer. With the utmost courtesy that I knew how to exhibit; 
I never had but one interview with the Governor, I think; that was 
in his Private Room, and with reference to the "\Vebstcr and Lisbon 
case, and was perfectly pleasant and courteous on both sides. :My 

other applications were made in two ways, chiefly by letter delivered 
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to the Messenger and presented to the Governor and Council. 
Those letters have all appeared in public print, in the newspapers. 
I also went down a number of times, till I was satisfied it was of no 
avail, and sent word by the Messenger that I would like a hearing 
on one case and another, generally specifying which ones, sometimes 
general, and was always answered that no returns were being shown 
and no hearings could be given at that time. 

Question. At the time when you saw Mr. Pillsbury in the Council 
Chamber, was he then, to appearances, conversing with and acting 
and conferring with members of the Council? 

.Answer. Yes; that was my observation of it; he was in the Gov
ernor's private room. With him, at this particular time, were the 
Governor, S. S. Brown, and one or two others of the Council. 
They were engaged, as I understood, in actually making up the 
certificates and determining upon them, while the remainder of the 
Council were going through with the form of hearing cases outside. 

Question. What evidence did you have, which presented itself to 
you, that the Governor and Pillsbury and Brown, were engaged in 
the final determination of the cases ? 

Answer. I think I understood that from the Council, that that 
was one reason given why the Governor did not come out; that his 
presence was necessary in there in the determination of the results. 
I think that was one of the reasons stated to me why he was not 
present. 

Question. You know, at that time, that Pillsbury and Councillor 
Brown were with him? 

Answer. Yes ; I remember of those two persons being present at 
that particular time. I think Mr. Pillsbury was called out of the 
Governor's Private Room, and came out and acted as counsel for 
Dr. Bradbury of Norway, on a contested hearing on December 
twelfth, Friday, when I appeared for Mr. Andrews, the Republican 
candidate. At first I asked Dr. Bradbury if he had any counsel he 
would like to have present, and he said No. The hearing was then 
begun. I thought it was a ve1-y plain case in favor of Mr. Andrews, 
and presented it on that idea. As the hearing progressed, and the 
argument was developed, Mr. Pillsbury was sent for, and I think he 
came from the Governor's Private Room, and from that time he acted 
as counsel for Dr. Bradbury in the matter. 

Question. You were not able to make any use of the attested 
copies which you had procured, of the town records, in any case 
before the Governor and Council? 
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Answer. I do not think I succeeded in getting one single copy 
before the Governor and Council. 

Qiwstion. Although after you had got them you had notified 
them you had them ? 

Answer. Yes, repeatedly. 
Ques#on. They would not even inspect? 
Answe1·. No, sir. I could not find out any of the grounds on 

which they proposed to decide any case. I made repeated commu
nications in writing soliciting a notification, either to myself or cli
ents, of the ground on which any seat of my clients was to be 
contested. By written and printed communications to the Gover
nor and Council I asked especially that the Governor and Council 
would notify us or our clients, naming them, if there were any affi
davits or papers or protests filed in connection with returns, as we 
never had had any notice or knowledge of those papers, that we 
might have an opportunity to be heard and meet the allegations. 

Qnestion. From how many gentlemen claiming to be members of 
the Honse or Senate had you powers of attorney to act for? 

Answer. I think it was given at one time, in one of my communi
cations, fifty-five Representatives and fourteen Senators elect. It 
was actnally something more than that. 

Qnestion. Power of attorney in writing? 
Answer. Yes, and under seal. ,ve took pains to have them with 

considerable formality, because we did not know but it would be 
desirable. Some were made directly to ourselves from the parties, 
but as a rule they were made to some local attorney, with power 
expressly given to employ counsel, and by him transferred in writ
ing, and by seal, to us. 

Qnestfon. When you made these appearances before the Governor 
and Council, and requested permission to inspect the returns for the 
sake of seeing that justice was done to your clients, did you state 
your authority? 

Answer. I did; I filed with a communication I sent to the Gov
ernor and Council, a list of the individual parties for whom we 
acted, and omitted the names of all parties by whom we were not 
authorized, under seal, to act. 

Questfon. ,v as it at all objected to you, as a reason you were not 
permitted to inspect the returns, that you were not eounsel for the 
parties? 

Ansioer. No, sir. 
Question. You heard nothing of the kind? 
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Answer. No, sir, nothing of the sort; because, anticipating that 
we were prepared to prove, under seal, that we were parties for all 
we represented. The first communication sent by us, which was 
sent November seventeenth, the day when the Governor and Coun
cil were supposed first to meet on the subject, we there assumed to 
act for all Republican Senators and Representatives elect, by re
quest of the Republican State Committee, who said that as a great 
many of the members were not and could not be here at that time, 
and their rights might be imperilled in their absence, they thought 
it was our duty to assume to act for them, and em~Jloyed us as 
counsel to do so. After that we only specified the individual clients 
from-whom we had these powers of attorney. 

Question. Is there anything else you wish to state, bearing upon 
the returns? 

Answer. I do not know as there is. Our written commnications 
show that we repeatedly applied, first, for an inspection of the re
turns, and were refused ; second, for notice of the grounds or any 
ground on which any one of onr clients was proposed to be counted 
out, which we never obtained directly or indirectly in a single case ; 
third, for permission to receive notice of any affidavits or protests 
or secret paper of any kind affecting the election of any one of our 
clients, which we never succeeding in obtaining. So that we had no 
knowledge whatever. Although representing all these parties, we 
were left absolutely in the dark, and had no knowledge of any points 
we should be required to meet, although we stated our willingness 
and readiness to offer any evidence and meet any claims. 

BY MR. STROUT: 
Qiwstion. Is it not within your knowledge that many other gentle

men besides yourself, who were personally interested, candidates 
. themselves, macle application to the Governor and Council to obtain 
siglit of these returns, in order to correct any error, if any such 
existed? 

Answer. It is within my personal knowledge that many of them 

did. 
Qu.estion. Were they refused ? 
Answer. They were refused even access to the room where the 

returns were; were refused admission to the Council Chamber. 
Question. Is it not true that many of them were kept two or 

three and even four hours, waiting, without any excuse being given, 
excepting that they were not attended to? 
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Answer. To my personal knowledge some members of the Senate 
and House waited for several hours in the ante-room and were refnsed 
admission to the Chamber, although while they were waiting for 
admission, other parties on other kind of business were admitted, 
finished their business, went out and still other parties went in, and 
finally, in one case, while Senators or Representatives, and I think 
both in this case, were waiting, after various parties had come in 
and completed their business and gone out, the Council adjourned 
and passed out in front of these gentlemen who had been waiting 
all the forenoon for an audience and had been denied on the ground 
that the Council were doing something. 

Questfon. You have always lived_ in Augusta? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Practiced law here for several years? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. In the Courts and before the Legislature? 
Answer. I have. 
Question. Have you ever known any year before this, when 

parties claiming to be elected, and were desirous of examining their 
case before the certificates should issue, have been refused admis
sion to the Council Room, or an inspection of papers? 

Answer. No, sir. On the contrary, so far as my personal knowl
edge and information go, the rule has invariably been the reverse. 

Question. Have you known instances where questions have come 
up and hearings have been had? 

Answer. From information I have; not personal knowledge. 
Question. You never heard of this rule of exclusion till this year? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. As a matter of general information yon know it has not 

been applied? 
Answer. I do, and professionally ; I know that the contrary of 

that rule has been adopted. 

MARCH 17, 1880, A. M. 

ALBERT F. ANDREWS, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. HALE: 
Question. You were one of the Representatives elect of the 

present Legislature? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Question. One of the counted out? 
Answer. I was. 
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Question. Did you come to Augusta to take care of your matter, 
to inquire into the cause of your being counted out? 

Answer. I did, two or three times. 
Qiiestion. At such times did you try to get access to the returns 

for the purpose of examination? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Were you able to do so? 
Answer. I was not. 
Question. \Vere you refused by the Governor and Council? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Q'uesUon. About the twelfth of December did you see Alfred S. 

Kimball of Waterford, Fusion County Attorney of Oxford county? 
Answer. I was in the ante-room two or three hours waiting. 

While I was in there Mr. Kimball came out of the Council Room 
with some papers in his hand, with his hat off, and passed out and 
I thought went up into the Library-up that way. 

Question. ·were you denied access at that time? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. You were there upon the business of examining the 

returns to see what defects there were? 
Answer. Yes. 
Qiiestion. Was Alfred S. Kimball from the same county as your

self? 
Answer. Yes, Oxford county. 
Question. He was a Fusion candidate for County Attorney and 

you were Republican candidate for Representative? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How long was Kimball in the Council Chamber at that 

time? 
Answer. I cannot say. I was there some two hours, but he did not 

go in while I was there, but he came out. 
Question. You were in the ante-room? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. There was a place in the ante-room where people 

waited till the Council chose to admit them? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I had copies of the town records, and I desired 

so go before the Governor and Council with such copies in order to 
48 
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see what defect, if any, existed in the returns of the several towns 
from my class. 

Question. Do you know that other gentlemen were here waiting at 
the same time? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Trying to get sight of the returns? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. They were unable to do so? 
Answer. They were. 

AusTIN HARRIS, sworn and examined. 

BYMR. HALE: 

Question. Residence East Machias? 
.Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You are Senator elect of the present Legislature? 
Answer. I am. 
Question. ·whether or not you came to Augusta, previous to the 

session of the Legislature, in connection with the returns from 
Washington County? 

Answer. I did. 
Question. Who acted as your counsel? 
Answer. H. M. Heath. 
Question. At what time were you here? 
Answer. I was here immediately after the seventeenth of Novem

ber. 
Question. What was the occasion of your coming? 
Answer. I came here with the expectation and desire of seeing 

the returns from Washington County, Senatorial, especially. 
Question. How long were you here? 
Answer. Three days, arriving Tuesday and leaving Thursday 

night. 
Question. During that time did you make repeated attempts to 

see the returns ? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Whether or not you had certified copies of the records 

from the several Town Clerks ? 
Answer. I had none at that time. 
Questfon. Were you able to get sight of the returns? 
Answer. No, sir. 
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Question. ·what reason, if any, was given why you should not 
see the returns f 

.Answer. No reason was given me as a vote of the Council, but I 
was denied on the ground that the Committee on counting the 
returns did not wish to exhibit them. 

Question. Were you here after that? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. How frequently did you make application to see the 

returns? 
.Answer. I made one written application, I think two. I made 

one written application and waited in the ante-r~om for nearly two 
hours, I think, for a reply,-or an hour and a half,-and received 
none. I made several verbal requests of different members of the 
Council, for a reply to my request, and especially of Mr. Foster. 

Question. What reply was made to you?, 
.Answe1·. He told me, finally, that he would get, or thought he 

could give me access to the returns which ·I wished to see, but not 
during the session of the Council, and asked me to come with him 
to the State House, when he thought he could show me the returns. 
I came, and, after I got here, I was refused. 

Question. ·while you were waiting in the ante-room, the pleasure 
of the Governor and Council, were there other parties who had 
access, and went in and out? 

Answer. There were, that went in and out of the Council 
Chamber 

Question. They knew you were there waiting? 
Answer. I presume so, they sent such word by the Messenger. 
Question. You never saw the returns till after the meeting of the 

...iegislature? 
.Answer. No, sir; Mr. Foster told me that if I would produce· 

certified copies of any town or towns, he would allow me or my 
counsel to compare the return with the certified copy ; and certified 
copies were then produced from the towns in our· county, and sent 
heri.:, but they were not permitted to compare them. 

Questfon. There was a broken promise? 
.Answer. So far as he was concerned. 

BY :J\fa. INGALLS: 
Question. After the arrangement with Mr. Foster, who refused· 

you permission ? 
Answer. Mr. Foster himself. He made this agreement with me 
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in the evening, requesting me to come up the next morning, the 
Council not being in session. I came up the next morning. He 
said he wished to consult with one or two other members of the 
Council. When he had counselled with them and returned, he said 
he could not grant me the liberty. 

MARCH 17, 1880, P. M. 

MARK HARDEN, sworn and examined. 

BY MR. HALE: 
Question. Do you live in Augusta? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How long have you lived here? 
Answer. I have lived here since the first of April, eighteen hun

dred and sixty-seven. 
Question. What office did you hold during the year of Governor 

Garcelon's administration? 
Answer. I did not hold any office known to the statute. 
Question. What was the place you held known as, or called? 
Answer. I was called Messenger to the Governor and Council, 

and Clerk ; I acted in both capacities. 
Question. Those duties as Messenger of the Governor and Coun

cil were performed as the Messenger usually performs them, mainly 
in the Capitol, in the rooms and places occupied by the Governor 
and Council? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qiwstion. Had you been Messenger to the Governor and Council, 

before? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. ·where were you during the summer and fall of eighteen 

hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. I was here in the city, attending to my duties as Messen-

ger to the Governor and Council. 
Question. Did you, in any way, act as Clerk for the Council? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Did you change or erase, or tamper with, or alter, in 

any way, any of the election returns for the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-nine? 

Answe1·. No, sir. 
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Question. When did your duties cease? 
Answer. The nineteenth day of January. 
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Question. Did you destroy any return, or substitute any new re
turn for an old return, or in any way abstract any return from its 
proper place ? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Did you have any part or parcel in any destruction or 

abstraction, or substitution of any return, or any tampering with, or 
improperly treating any return? 

Answei·. No, sir. 

W1Lm~s P. WALKER, sworn and examined. 

BY l\fa. STROUT : 

QuJestion. Residence? 
Answer. Topsham. 
Question. What is your business? 
Answer. I am not in any particular business. 
Question. You are acquainted with Governor Garcelon? 
.Answe1·. I am. 

Question. ,v ere you at the depot in Brunswick during September 
last; and did you there have any conversation with any person in 
relation to returns ; and, if so, state what it was, and if you had 
any conversation with Governor Garcelon afterwards ; state what 
that was, using your own language and stating it in your own 
way? 

Answer. Sometime in September, I met a gentleman in the depot 
at Brunswick who asked me if I thought the old gentleman, referring 
to Governor Garcelon, was stiff-kneed enough for the occasion. My 
reply was he was stiff-kneed enough for anything and everything 
that was honest and square, and I impressed him with my convic
tion that if anything otherwise was presented to the Governor that 
he would find his mistake in it. 

Question. What further conversation did you have with him in 
relation to the votes or counting them ? 

.Answer. He said, "Of course we should not ask him to do any
thing that was not honest and square," and he coincided with me. 
He said, "You think he has back bone enough?" I said" Certainly, 
under those conditions I have named." I further said I thought he 
regarded his integrity more than he did the position as Governor. 
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Question. What did you learn to be the subject matter which led 
to the remark of the Governor being stiff-kneed enough for the 
occasion? 

Answer. I naturally inferred it was in relation to the returns, but 
no remark was made in relation to them. 

Question. Did you afterwards see Governor Garcelon and repeat 
this conversation to him? 

.A.nswer. Subsequently I saw Governor Garcelon,-was in his 
company,-and related to him this conversation with this gentle
man, and my reply; to which he answered "You did well to say 
that I wouldn't do an act that would call in question my integrity 
or honesty before my constituents." 

Question. Did you tell him who it was? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Did you have some further talk with him about the re

turns or matters connected with the election? 
Ansiver. Nothing more than a general conversation. 
Question. Who was the person that had the conversation with you 

at the depot? 
Question. With due respect, I shall decline to answer. 
Questfon. ·why? 
Answer. It was a confidential communication. 
Question. ·was he a prominent Democratic politician? 
Answer. He was a Democrat. 
Question. Was he a prominent politician? 
Answer. We all feel ourselves prominent. 
Qiiestion. You know what I mean? 
Answer. He was a man somewhat prominent. 
Question. When was it you saw Governor Garcelon, how long 

after this conversation? 
.Answer. It was immediately after. 
Question. Before the first of October? 
Answer. Yes; I think it was on the same day; it was on the same 

day or immediately after. 
Question. Then the matter in relation to election returns was 

genera-0.y talked about? 
Answer. Everybody was talking about them. 
Question. You talked with Governor Garcelon about them the 

same as you did with other people ? 
Answer. Yes; I did not, neither do I think he, had any idea, at 
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the time of the conversation with me, of anything being otherwise 
than fair and square in the returns to the Council, or that they had 
an opportunity of making them otherwise. 

Question. Did you hear other gentlemen talk in relation to the 
matter of counting out or how it could be done, about that time? 

Answer. It is so very general. Perhaps I might, and have no 
doubt I did, but I cannot recollect any particular conversation. 

Question. Did this gentleman you had the conversation with live 
in Augusta? 

Answer. You better excuse me from saying that. 
Question. What are your politics? 
Answer. Thank God I am and ever have been a Democrat. 

MARCH 18, 1880, P. M. 

JOHN BENSON, JR., sworn and examined. · 

BY MR. STROUT : 
Question. Residence? 
Answer. Plymouth. 
Question. Were you connected in any capacity with the State 

government during the year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine? 
Answer. I was not, in eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, but in 

eighteen hundred and eighty I was. 
Question. vV ere you Deputy Secretary of the so-called Fusion 

Government? 
Answer. I was. 
Question. Did you have any conversation with Mr. Parker of the 

Council, at any time, in relation to these returns, and if you answer 
in the affirmative, state when, where, and what was said? 

Answer. I had some conversation with Mr. Parker sometime sub
sequent to election, at the Penobscot Exchange in Bangor. It was 
one morning soon after he had returned from Augusta, on the Pull
man train, and was on his way to Presque Isle. He inquired of me 
in regard to the return, or to the election in the town of Dixmont. I 
told him I knew nothing of it. He says, '' I knew you lived in an 
adjoining town, and thought perhap~ you might know something of 
it." I asked him what the trouble was. He says : ''There is a little 
defect in the return of election in that town of Dixmont, and we 
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want to have it fixed." My reply was, that I did not see as it would 
do much good, as that was a Republican town. He said that by not 
remedying that return, that other towns giving Fusion majorities 
wonld have to be thrown out; and he told me that the matter was 
left with l\!Ir. Brown of the Council, and that a blank return would 
be sent to me, and that I should, or would proceed to Dixmont and 
get a new return substituted. That was the gist of the conversation. 

Question. "'\Vas the return ever sent to you? 
Answer. It never was. 
Question. Do you know the reason? 
Answer. No. 
Question. When did this conversation take place? 
Ansicer. It was some time subsequent to election ; I think in the 

early days Qf the session of the Council for the purpose of examin
ing the returns, perhaps some time the last of September; still, I 
am not certain about that ; it was, at any rate, previous to the 
coming here of the Republicans from different parts of the State. 

Question. It was previous to November seventeenth? 
Answer. Yes, it certainly was. I do not recollect what day they 

came, but it was previous to that time. 
Question. vVas there anything in connection with the counting 

out that called your attention to it? 
Answer. I thought of it more especially, and recollected it partic

ularly on account of its being the first time that my attention was 
called to anything that looked like counting out, as matter of fact. 
Of conrse I had heard some rumors before. 

Question. State whether or not you know anything about certain 
tabulations that were brought by E. C. Moody to Augusta; and, if 
so, state whether they were delivered to you by any person, and 
what you did with them? 

Answer. I do not recollect the night-the clay of the month,-! 
think it was some time in January-the very last,-these papers 
were put in my hands. I did not look at them that night. I was 
told they were tabulations. That was the name that was given to 
them. I was requested to keep them for the time being. I did so, 
and put them away, and in a day or two afterwards, I was 
approached by certain parties who requested me to give them up. I 

· declined to do it. Finally, at the time Mr. Nye told me a warrant 
had been issued for my arrest, charging me with stealing the tabu
lations ; I got the tabulations out of Augusta, pursued a certain 
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course, and carried them away and put them into the hands of Mr. 
Brown of Fairfield. 

Question. S. S. Brown? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you carry them to his office? 
Answer. Yes, I did; Mr. Brown met me at "'\Vaterville. We went 

from "'\,V aterville to Fairfield on the train together. 
Question. Did he meet you in connection with these returns? 
Answer. He met me in response to a telegraphic message which I 

sent him, to meet me there. 
Question. Where did you carry those tabulations? 
.Answer. To :!\fr. Brown's office in Fairfield. 
Question. Did you have any other papers with them? 
Answer. There ·were some other papers. I should say rough 

memoranda in regard to the figuring up of the number of votes cast 
for Senators in certain localities, and the whole number of Repre
sentatives and Senators was figured out in different places, in 
different ways, and papers showing there had been several castings 
up of the matter. 

Question. ·were there figures there in the hand writing of Mr. 
Brown? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Of Dr. Parker? 
Answer. I cannot say, in regard to Dr. Parker. 
Question. But in the hand writing of Brown? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. You know his writing? 
Answer. Yes ; I know he spoke of it right there. 
Question. Was there any in the hand writing of Mr. Fogg? 
Answer. No, I do not think there was anything of that kind in 

regard to Fogg. I am not certain. Why I remember in connection 
with any writing there, he (Brown) was present and spoke of it 
himself as being his writing. 

Question. You were not sufficiently acquainted with the others to 
know? 

Answer. No; I did not pay any particular attention to whether 
there were any others. 

Question. State what he said in relation to a disposition of the 
tabulations? 

.Answer. He wanted to burn them. 
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Question. What did he say? 
.Answer. He says "I will put them now in this stove." I made the 

remark I guessed he better not, perhaps that the time might come 
when they would be valuable to him, and, if he burned them ui:>, he 
could not use them if he wanted them, and, if he never wanted 
them, he could burn them up at some subsequent time. The result 
was he concluded to carry them to his house. He took a part at 
supper time and part when he went to his house for the night. 

Question. vVhat did he say in relation to the effect of these tabu
lations in unravelling this counting 0ut conspiracy? 

.Answer. I am not certain what he said in regard to it. I know 
that he was very much pleased when he received them, but the con
versation that took place I do not remember sufficiently well to 
state. 

Question. In looking over these original tabulations did they show 
the history of this transaction of counting out, how it was built up 
from time to time or changed and altered? 

.Answe1·. From the rough examination I made of them, I should 
say that they did show it fully. 

Question. Did you state to Brown there was a warrant that was 
threatened against you on account of these tabulations? 

Answer. I did. 
Question. What did he say about that? 
.Answer. I think he made the remark that I must brace up and 

not give anything away; some words to that effect. 
Question. Have you had a communication from F. 1\L Fogg? 
.Answer. Nothing of any importance, excepting friendly commu

nications ; we are on friendly terms, both young men, and formerly 
lived in Auburn together. 

Question. You did not take the tabulations in the first instance? 
.Answer. I did not. 
Question. Whether or not you received any money from Governor 

Garcelon during January last? 
.Answer. I did, I think, the seventeenth clay of January, receive 

from him one hundrerl and eighty dollars ; one hundred dollars to 
be paid to G. W. French, and eighty dollars to be paid to R. W. 
Black. I was told by certain prtrties at the time, when I came to 
Augusta with the money, not to pay it over, as it had been paid out 
illegally, and that Governor Garcelon would be obliged to account 
for the money ; and the parties to whom he had illegally paid it, 
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would have to pay it back. That was the gist of the conversation. 
I have kept it to this time, and have the money. I was told this 
by Major Frank E. Nye. 

Question. Whether or not, you still have that money, and are 
ready to pay it over to the State Treasurer? 

Answer. I still have the money, and am ready to pay it over to 
the proper person. 

BY MR. SPRINGER: 
Question. You believe the State Treasurer to be that person? 
Answer. I have no doubt of it, as matter of law. 
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Affidavit of Anson P. Bowler, Town Clerk of Somerville. 

[Exhibit "C," G.D. B., Clerk of Committee. See pp. 62-87.] 

I, Anson B. Bowler, Town Clerk of Somerville, Lincoln County, 
State of :Maine, hereby certify that at the State election, held in said 
Somerville on the 8th day of September, A. D. 1879, for the elec
tion of State and county officers, in making the official returns of 
said election, returned the name of the Senator, Andrew R. G. 
Smith, as it appeared upon all the ballots cast for said Smith ; that 
said return was made up and signed by myself and selectmen, in 
open town meeting,. and delivered by myself, in person, to the Sec
retary of State at Augusta, Maine, on the ninth day of said Septem
ber. And if said Senator's name appears with different initial letter 
or letters in said return, they were changed after leaving my hands. 

ANSON B. BOWLER, 
Town Clerk of Sornerville. 

LINCOLN, ss.-December 27th, A. D. 1879. 
Personally appeared, Anson B. Bowler, and made oath that the 

foregoing affidavit, by him signed, is true. 

Before me, 
ALBERT L. SOULE, 

Justice of the Peace. 
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Affidavits of J. C. Whitmore, Nathaniel Harding, John G. 
Brown and Lewis K. Cram. 

[Affidavits of the Selectmen and Town Clerk of New Sharon, Franklin County, 
showing that the returns were not only signed by each Town Officer in person but 
were actually sealed up in open town meeting. See page 26, also Governor Garce
Jon's testimony, - pages 570, 571; also Councilor Moody's testimony, page 4 70; also 
pages 9 and 28 of the so-called defence of Governor Garcelon and Council.] 

I, J. C. Whitmore of New Sharon, county of Franklin and State 
of Maine, do solemnly swear, that I am Town Clerk of said New 
Sharon; that on the eighth day of September, A. D. 1879, in open 
Town Meeting, holden at Lancaster Hall in said New Sharon, for 
the election of State and County Officers, I signed the several elec
tion returns for State and County Officers, and that the same were 
sealed in open town meeting, and put into the hands of Nathaniel 
Harding, First Selectman, to be mailed; that I made out and sealed 
the statement of the vote required by statute of Town Clerks in 
open Town Meeting on said eighth day of September, and handed 
the same to said Harding to be mailed. 

.J. C. \\THITl\IORE. 

FRANKLIN, ss.-New Sharon, December 31, 1879. 
Personally came the above named J. C. Whitmore and made oath 

that the above affidavit by him subscribed is true. 
Before me, 

R. D. TRASK, 

Justice of the Peace. 

I, Nathaniel Harding of New Sharon, in the county of Franklin 
and State of Maine, do solemnly swear, that I am the First Select
man of the town. of New Sharon, that on the eighth day of Septem
ber, A. D., 1879, in open Town Meeting, holden at Lancaster Hall, 
in said New Sharon, for the election of State and County Officers, 
I signed the several election returns for State and County Officers, 
and that I signed only my own name to each return ; that we sealed 
the returns in open Town Meeting, and that I with my own hands 
mailed said returns at our Post-office in said New Sharon, on the 
evening of the said eighth day of September. 

NATHANIEL HARDING, 
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FRANKLIN, ss.-New Sharon, December 31, A. D., 1879. 
Personally came Nathaniel Harding and made oath that the above 

affidavit by him subscribed is true. 

Before me, 
R. D. TRASK, 

Just,1'.ce of the Peace. 

I, John G. Brown, of New Sharon, county of Franklin, and State 
of Maine, do solemnly swear that I am second Selectman of said 
New Sharon, that on the eighth day of September, A. D. 1879, in 
open town meeting, holden at Lancaster Hall in said New Sharon, for 
the election of State and county officers, I signed the several elec
tion returns for said State and county officers, and that I signed 
only my own name to each return ; that we sealed said returns in 
open town meeting. 

JOHN G. BROWN. 

FRANKLIN ss.-New Sharon, Dec. 31, 1879. 
Personally came the above named John G. Brown and made oath 

that the above affidavit by him subscribed is true. 

Before me, 
R. D. TRASK, 

Justice of the Peace. 

I, Lewis K. Cram, of New Sharon, in the county of Franklin and 
State of Maine, do solemnly swear that I am one of the Selectmen 
of New Sharon, that on the evening of the eighth of September, A. 
D., 1879, I signed the election returns of said New Sharon, and 
that I saw the other two members of the board of Selectmen, viz: 
Nathaniel Harding and John G. Brown, sign the same, and that I 
saw the Town Clerk seal up said returns. 

LEWIS K. CRAM. 

FRANKLIN ss.-New Sharon, Dec. 13, 1879. 
Personally came Lewis K. Cram and made oath that the above 

affidavit by him subscribed is true. 

Before me, 
R. D. TRASK, 

Justice of the Peace. 
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Report of Council Committee on Elections, in the Case of 
Byron D. Verrill, Representative from the City of Port-

• land. 

[Exhibit" A," G.D. B., Clerk of Committee.] 

STATE OF MAINE. 

IN CouNCIL, Dec. 13th, 1879. 

The Standing Committee on Election Returns, to which was 
referred the election return of a special election, held Nov. 24, 1879, 
for the choice of a Representative in Portland to fill the supposed 

vacancy caused by the death of Hon. Moses M. Butler, report that 
the return as it comes to the Committee is in due form, and that 
Byron D. Verrill appears to have a plurality of the votes cast. 
But the Committee do not deem it expedient for the Governor to 
issue a certificate, and recommend that the matter be . referred to 

the Legislature. 
E. C. J\foonY, 1 Corn. 
F. l\L FOGG, of 
CHAS. H. CHASE, . Elections. 

IN CouNCIL, Dec. 13, 1879. 

Read and accepted by the Council, and by the Governor approved. 

Attest: P. A. SAWYER, 

Deputy Secretary of State. 
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The Burnham-Cushman Case, in Aroostook County . 

• 
[Exhibit 38, G. D. B., Clerk of Committee.] 

Report of the Council Committee on Elections in Aroostook County 
for Representatives,-showing that the Committee on Elections re
ported John Burnham elected, and not Alfred Cushman, and that 
the report was not accepted by the Governor and Council. See 
page 27. 

STATE OF MAINE. 

IN CouNCIL, December, 10, 1879. 

The Standing Committee on Election Returns, to which was re
ferred the Election Returns from Aroostook County for Representa
tives to the Legislature, for that County, report that the following 
named persons appear by said returns to have been elected Repre
sentatives to the Legislature from the several Districts of said 
County of Aroostook, as follows : 

District No. 7. Hodgdon and other towns, John H. Brown, 
Haynesville. 

District No. 8. Houlton and other towns, Cyrus M. Powers, 
Houlton. 

District No. 9. Presque Isle and other towns, Joel Howard, 
Westfield Plantation. 

DISTRICT No. 10. SHERMAN AND OTHER TOWNS, 
JOHN BURNHAM, SHERMAN. 

District No. 11. Fort Fairfield and other towns, W ashingtou 
Long, Fort Fairfield. · 

District No. 12. Van Buren and towns, John B. Farrell, Van 
Buren Plantation. 

District No. 13. Fort Kent and other towns, William Dickey, 
Fort Kent. 

They also report that the votes and the return from No. 11, R. I. 
Plantation cannot legally be counted, inasmuch as the law requiring 

49 
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a list of the voters to be returned to the office of Secretary of State 
in August of each year, from Plantations, has not been complied 

with. 
Which is respectfully submitted. 

•E. C. MOODY, Chairman.· 

IN CouNcn,, --- 18 . 
Read and accepted by the Council and by the Governor approved. 

Attest: -- ---
Secretary of State. 

The Henry G. Walker Case, in Oxford County. 

[Communication in Oxford Democrat, in its issue of December 16, 1879, giving 
result of Mr. Farrington's examination of Oxford County returns,_made by him Decem
ber 8th. See Farrington's testimony, page 139.] 

OXFORD COUNTY RETURNS. 

Hon. E. C. Farrington of Fryeburg, gave the returns for county 
officers from Oxford County, a careful examination Monday evening, 
at the Council Chamber. He finds errors that if not corrected.by 
the Council, will elect the whole board of Republican county officers. 
The town clerks of Buckfield and Brownfield omit to state in the 
returns the name of the town from which they came. The town of 
Hebron gives Henry C. "\Valker, candidate for Commissioner, 
seventy-two votes, instead of Henry G. Walker. 
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Communication of C. B. Rounds to the Governor and 

Council, asking permission to examine Returns . 
• 

[Exhibit 11, G.D. B., Clerk of Committee. See pp. 266-278, 279.] 

AuausTA, ME., December 3, 1879. 

To the Honorable, the Governor and Council 
of the State of Maine : 

Your Honorable Board has repeatedly, and now formally declined 
to permit any Republican Senators or Representatives elect to see 
the returns affecting him. Your ground for this refusal is understood 
to be your conclusion formally expressed by His Excellency the Gov
ernor, that you have no Constitutional power to make corrections in 
the returns in any instance. 

I now offer on behalf of the Republican Senators elect from Wash
ington, if your Honorable Board will open the subject for investiga
tion, to prove that in the case of returns from Democratic towns for 
Senators and Representatives there have been changes made; that 
these changes were made to supply defects discovered by the surrep
titious and premature opening of returns, and that they must involve 
in some form the collusion or connivance of persons connected with 
the State Government. 

And in the facts which I think are susceptible of proof, will be 
found the basis of that boast so widely made by certain persons, 
that the return~ from Democratic towns are all correct, and that 
errors and omissions are found only in the returns from Republican 
towns. 

I shall subject your Honorable Board, if you will order the inves
tigation, to very little trouble, and to an expense so trifling that if 
you have no appropriation applicable to this end of justice, I will 
supply the necessary funds. 

The witnesses I shall desire to have summoned are principally 
persons connected with the State Government, officers in Demo
cratic towns, and a few others who have competent knowledge on 
which to testify. 
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Assuming that your Honorable Board will gladly unite with me, 
and with all others who can aid in discovering and exposing a 
nefarious plot to thwart the expressed will of the people at the late 
election, I await your commands. 

Your obedient servant, 
c. B. ROUNDS, 

County Attorney of Washington. 
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Order of Governor Carcelon upon which Gen. Chamberlain 
took possession of the Capitol. 

STATE OF MAINE. 

ADJUTANT GENIRAL's OFFICE, } 

Augusta, January 5, 1880. 
SPECIAL ORDERS No. 45 : 

Major General J. L. Chamberlain is hereby authorized and 

directed to protect the public property and institutions of the State, 

until my successor is duly qualified. 

ALONZO GARCELON, Governor. 

S. D. LEA VITT, Adjutant General. 

Official: FRANK E. NYE, Major, and A. A. G .. 
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Copy of Letter sent to Governor Garcelon and Council, 
except Moody and Parker. 

[Exhibit" 37," G. D. B., Clerk of Committee. See Bisbee's testimony, pp. 49, 50.] 

• AUGUSTA, March 4, 1880 . 

Sir :-I am directed by a unanimous vote of the Committee on 
Investigation into Election Returns and Expenditure and Appropria
tion of Public Moneys, to inform you that the Committee has 
investigated into and taken testimony upon the subject matter com
mitted to it by the Legislature, including the acts of the Governor 
and Council upon said election returns and the appropriation of 
public moneys under their control, and that an opportunity will be 
offered for you to appear before said Committee on Monday, the 
eighth day of March, inst., at the Capitol in Augusta, to testify 
and make explanation upon the matters before said Committee. 
Parties appearing before. the Committee JVill be allowed the usual 
fees for travel and attendance. 

Very respectfully yours, 

GEORGE D. BISBEE, 

Clerk of the Conirnittee. 
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Councillor Foster's Reply to Letter marked Exhibit 37. 

[Exhibit 40, G.D. B., Clerk of Committee. See page 37.] 

CHICAGO, March 10, 1880. 
GEORGE D. BISBEE, Esq., Clerk. 

Dear Sir :-I am just in receipt of your favor of the 4th, informing· 
me that by '' a unanimous vote of the Committee on Investigation 
into Election Returns, and Expenditure and Appropriation of Pub
lic Moneys-that an opportunity will be offered me to appear before 
said Committee, on Monday the eighth day of March, inst., at the 
Capitol in Augusta, to testi(y and make explanation upon the mat
ters before ~aid Committee." 

I regret that it is impossible for me to avail myself of the privi
lege so kindly offered. Allow me to express my thanks to you and 
through you to the Committee for the courtesy extended. 

Very respectfully yours, 

J. B. FOSTER. 
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Councillor Fogg'sReplyto Invitation of Clerk of Committee 

to Appear and Testify before Committee. 

[Exhibit 39, G. D. B., Clerk of Committee. See pp. 49, 50.] 

AUBURN, ME., March 9, 1880. 

GEORGE D. BISBEE, Esq., Augusta, Maine. 

Sfr :-Your communication stating that the Committee on Elec
tion Returns and Expenditures, had directed you by an unanimous 
vote, to inform me that they had investigated the acts of the late 
Governor and Council on Election Returns, and that an opportunity 
will be offered me to appear before the Committee on Monday, 
March 8th, to testify, did not reach me till a late hour of that day. 
Had you desired my presence you should have given me timely no
tice. I am left, therefore, to conclude that the communication is a 
mere matter of form, not intended to reach me in season to make it 
possible for me to attend. 

But this caution was wholly unnecessary, for, under no circum
stances would I treat any communication eminating from a Committee 
of a bogus and revolutionary body, such as that is now assembling 
in the State House at Augusta, with anything save supreme con
tempt. I would no more recognize the validity of the pretended 
State government by any act of mine, than I would have recognized 
that of the Southern Confederacy during the late war. Jefferson 
Davis was no more rebel to the general government then, than the 
other Davis is to the legal government of the State, now. A com
pany of Grant's Louisiana Carpet Baggers might come into the 
State and set up a government that would be as good as the one 
your Committee represents. I am a loyal citizen of the State of 
Maine-a staunch defender of the Constitution. I am not willing 
to allow that treason has succeeded, but am ready to meet it as the 
loyal North met it in '61. 

The legal Legislature, whose Committee I shall feel honored to 
wait upon at any time I may be called, adjourned some time-some 
weeks,-ago. The Governor and Council, after performing their 
Constitutional duty in canvassing the election returns, and issuing 
certificates of election to those who to them (by the Constitution, 
the laws, the Opinions of the Court, and other relevant authorities, 
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and the precedents of the Republicans for many years) appeared to 
be elected to the Senate and House of Representatives, delivered 
to that Legislature all the returns and an official report of the result 
of their canvass. It is their province to determine who were really 
elected, as provided by the Constitution that they shall do, as the 
final arbitrators of its membership, confirming, amending or revers
ing the action of the Governor and Council, as they shall find it 
necessary to do, by their wider latitude of action, and for taking 
testimony, to secure justice to the electors of the State, and to carry 
out the provisions of the Constitution. 

The returns and report were placed in the hands of the Election 
Committee of the legal Legislature. That Committee is the only 
committee which has any right to inquire into the acts of the Gov
ernor and Council, and that Legislature the only Legislature that 
can pass upon them. Until that Legislature reverses the decisions 
of the Governor and Council, they will stand impregnable and 
unchallenged, as the Constitutional acts of a legally elected State 
executive. Whatever acts your rebel Committee of a rebel Legisla
ture may perform, will not amount to a bunch of feathers in a gale 
of wind, when that gale shall come to them, as come it will. 

There is, then, a remedy provided by the Constitution for doing 
injustice that may result from the action of the Governor and Coun
cil as canvassers of the election returns, whether wilfull or other
wise through the limitations of the Constitution ; and that remedy 
is not the Supreme Court; but the Supreme Court usurped this con
stitutional right, and becoming for the time a dictatorship assumed 
the prerogatives of the other two co-equal departments of the gov
ernment, and presumed to dictate who was, and who was not, 
elected to the Legislature, instead of giving their advice within the 
limits of the powers conferred on them by the Constitution. 

The mob which you represent, took advantage of this dictatorial 
usurpation, and, by military force and the treachery of its Com
manders, took and held forcible possession of the State House, and 
driving out the legal Legislature, installed themselves in its place. 
This is revolution ; and I do not hesitate to so characterize it, and 
those who have done it are revolutionists; and I am not afraid to 
call them by their proper names. The usurpations of the Court are 
all your revolutionary body have to stand upon. It has not got a 
single Constitutional prerequisite or qualification. The organic law 
of Maine provides that the Legislature shall meet the first W ednes-
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day in January. The legal Legislature did so meet. The body 
which you represent met on the 12th of January. That was a revo
lutionary gathering. That law provides that, pending the organiza
tion of the Legislature, it shall adjourn from day to day. The legal 
Legislature did so adjourn. The body which you represent adjourned 
for seven days. This was a revolutionary action. That law pro
vides that members of the Legislature shall take and subscribe an 
oath of office before the Governor and Council. The legal Legisla
ture did all this. The body which you represent refused to do so. 
It is therefore a revolutionary body. That law and the statutes en
acted under it, provide that the names of members who take part 
in the organization of the Legislature shall be on the certified roll 
made by the Secretary of State, and have certificates from the Gov
ernor. The legal Legislature had these certificates of election and 
such a roll, and its members' names are on the roll. The body which 
you represent has no such roll or certificates. It is, therefore, an 
illegal and revolutionary body. 

From whence comes the authority, then, by which your Commit
tee presumes to summon loyal citizens to testify before them ? They 
have no authority save that derived from revolutionary acts, as 
stated above. But they want to temper their usurpation by assum
ing a degree of fairness they do not possess, so as to entrap the un
wary into recognizing them, and secure testimony to garble and 
peddle out through their sycophantic press to poison the people 
against the legal Legislature, and manufacture political buncombe 
for the Presidential canvass. In my estimation whoever obeys any 
summons they may issue, recognizes the success of the revolution 
in the State, and yields to it. Besides, your Committee, not having 
taken the Constitutional oath, cannot administer one. No one going 
before it feels any responsibility. Anybody who will lie at all any
where, will not hesitate to give false testimony to your Committee 
under any oath they can administer. Witness Wallace R. White, 
for example. 

Moreover, what security could I expect from a Committee confed
erated with a set of rascals who stole my private correspondence, 
and who had the cheek to proclaim their rascality by publishing some 
of it. Guilt usually cloaks itself; hides ; creeps ; crawls, in the 
dark ; but these men seem to think the people of Maine have been 
so hardened under Republican rule that they will applaud this vil
lainy. Yet they may be mistaken. If there is as much loyalty left 
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in the State of Maine, as I believe there is, the revolutionists will 
get their just deserts. 

When a revolutionary mob takes forcible possession of the State 
Capitol, shuts out the legal Legislature, and attempts to exercise 
authority over peaceable, law-abiding citizens, they challenge the 
patriotism of the State-the loyal citizens,-to the rescue. And 
when such a mob plants itself in the State House, behind a wall of 
muskets and gatling guns, that patriotism of those loyal citizens 
ought to meet them with bayonets and cannon. For one, I° am 
ready to do so. And this is the only testimony I am willing to give 
to your Committee or the revolutionary body which it represents,
testimony of my loyalty to the Constitution and the laws. 

With respect for the legal government of my State, and the sen
timents that a loyal citizen ought to have for a rebel government, 

I am, sir, F. M. FOGG. 
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Affidavit of P. A. Sawyer. 

[See Expert Holt's testimony, pp. 457-464. Also, Exhibit 35, p. 20, Perkins Planta
tion.] 

AUGUSTA, Me., March 19, 1880. 

Having seen and read the testimony of W. C. Holt, expert wit
ness, before the Hale Investigating Committee, so-called, regarding 
the alleged forgeries in Election Return from Perkins Plantation, 
also the remarks of the Committee in connection with the same, I 
have applied to, and asked permission of said Committee, to appear 
before them and testify fully and freely. 

Such request the Committee inform me they are unable to comply 
with at present. 

I say that I never wrote a word, letter, or figure, upon said return, 
nor upon any other return, nor ever procured or advised such a thing 
to be done in any instance or respect whatever. 

P. A. SA WYER, 

STATE OF MAINE. 
KENNEBEC COUNTY, SS. 

Personally appeared the above named P. A. Sawyer, and made 
oath that the foregoing statement by him signed is true. 

E. s. MORRIS, 

Justice of the Peace. 
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Letter of Councillor Foster to Governor Garcelon, propos
ing a Compromise. 

CmcAGo, December 23, 1879. 
Dear Governor : 

I have just arrived here, 10 A. M. I find the political situation 
in Maine is the prevailing topic of conversation everywhere. The 
action of the Governor and Council is generally misjudged, every 
one getting their idea of the matter from the Associated Press dis
patches. I regret to say that I am afraid that we are not fully sus
tained, even by the Democrats ; and only two parties seem to be 
recognized, viz : Republicans and Democrats. The position we 
assume, and know to be right, that the Governor and Council act in 
the matter of canvassing the returns, as a judicial body and have 
not equity powers, is not fully understood. It is rather supposed by 
people generally, that it is simply ministerial, or clerical. It must 
be admitted that as a party we are in an unpleasant position. I am 
afraid that unless some compromise is made, that we shall suffer 
next year. 

The way out of the dilemma honorable to us as a party, and es
pecially to the Governor and Council, is a question which has been 
constantly upon my mind since I saw you on Saturday. 

I assume, and fully believe that our action as Governor and Coun
cil must be sustained by law; that the position we have taken of 
what our duties are, is the correct one, and the only safe one to be 
followed ; and that those who condemn us now will hereafter approve 
our course, and strictly adopt it, in the matter of treating the re
turns. It will have the effect to educate the people to the impor
tance of making legal returns. 

But we say the Legislature have full equity power, and that they 
can exercise it without reflecting in the least upon our action. 

We fully understand ( if we do not take into account the frauds 
which are said to have been committed in the election), that the 
Republicans would have had the organization of the Legislature if 
the returns had been legal. That equity gives them the advantage. 

Would it not be right, and also politic, looking to the future of 
the party, for the Legislature to exercise that power which we did 
not possess, and deal equitably? 
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This, then, in brief, is what I would suggest, viz: Let those to 
whom the Governor and Council have issued certificates take their 
seats and organize the Legislature, by electing as President of the 
Senate whoever the Republicans nominate. Let them have the 
minor offices of the Senate. Let the opposition have the organiza
tion of the House. Let Mr. Davis' name be one of two that shall 
be sent up to the Senate, for the candidate for Governor, and let 
the Senate elect Mr. Davis. Give three of the seven councillors to 
the Republicans, and divide the State offices as nearly equal between 
the parties as possible. Let the Representatives of the cities which 
were deprived of their seats by the illegality of their returns, be 
admitted ; and let the Committees be made up of the best men of 
both parties, with reference to the important business of the State, 
and not to politics. In following substantially this plan, we will go 
to the people next year, and I believe receive their verdict of 
approval. 

I assume, of course~ that the Legislature would carry out such a 
programme if requested by the opposition candidates for Governor. 
I have no doubt they would do so. At any rate, so far as the office 
of Governor is concerned, it is in the hands of the opposing candi
dates. If' you and Major Smith, and Mr. Bradbury, should concur 
in the views expressed, you could of course compel such a result. 
Without some compromise, I see before the opposition an over
whelming defeat next year. It seems to me some such compromise 
as I suggest must be regarded as honorable ; and in view of the im
portant business to be transacted by the Legislature the co~ing 
winter, it is of great importance. 

I hope you will not consider me as imposing my views upon you, 
but receive what I have said as prompted on my part by an honest 
desire to get out of our difficulty in an honorable way. 

Very truly yours, 
J. B. FOSTER. 

My daughter is very sick, I am sorry to say. 
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Cost of Tabulating Election Returns, 

NOT INCLUDING PER DIEM AND TRAVEL OF MEMBERS WHEN IN REGULAR SESSION, 

Nov. 19. Charles H. Chase was paid .. ................................ 
Dec. 2. Charles H. Chase ······ ............................ 
Dec. 18. Charles II. Chase " for Clerk hire ...•...•.....••••.•..• 
Nov. 21. F. M. Fogg .............. ···················· 
Dec. 13. F. M. Fogg . ................................. 
Nov. 18. E. C. Moody .................................. 
Dec. 1. E. c. Moody ·················· ................ 
Nov. 18. s. s. Brown " for Committee work ................ 
Dec. 2. S.S. Brown . ............... 
Dec. 13. S.S. Brown . ............... 
Dec. 24. S.S. Brown . ............... 
Dec. 13. H. H. Monroe " ................ 
Dec. 24. H. H. Monroe " ................ 
Dec. 24. Charles H. Chase . ............... 
Dec. 24. F. M. Fogg . ............... 
Dec. 10. F. G. Parker . ............... 
Nov. 21. J.B. Foster " ................ 
Dec. 24. H. M. Pishon ,, as Clerk ........................... 

RECAPITULATION. 
Chase .....•••..•...•.•.•...•...•...•.....•••.•.•....•..•.•••• ,., ••.. 
Fogg ...........•.••••••...••......••.......•..••.....•..••.•••••..•• 
Moody ........................................................ ,.···· 
Brown .....•...........•...•.••.....•............•....•.•••••••• ·· .• 
Monroe ....•.•.•.•••••..••••••••••.••....•••.......••..••••••••••••• 
Parker .....•.....•••........•..•....•.............. , .• ,, ••• ,,, •• ··,, 

Foster ...•••.•.•....••. , .......•......... , .• , . , . , , , · •. , , , • , • • , • · · • • 
Pishon .....•.••••..•.•..........•.••..•....•••••••••....••••...•••. , 

$59 50 

31 50 
125 00 
67 00 

39 00 
74 00 
11 50 

71 85 

19 40 

13 20 
44 00 
44 00 
44 00 
44 00 

44 00 

7U 00 
45 00 
25 00 

----
$857 45 

260 00 
150 00 

85 00 
148 45 
74 00 
70 00 
45 00 
25 00 

$857 45 
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Expenses of Councillors in Investigating State Liquor 
Agency. 

CHAS. H. CHASE. 

May 20, 1879. 4 days .••••..••.••••••..•..•.••..•......... , ••.•.•..• 

FRANK M. FOGG. 

April 24, 1879. 3 days (April 21, 22, 23) ........ " .................. .. 

To Boston for expert ...•.•.•.....•..••••.. , ....••.•... 

May 23, 1879. 4 days ...••.••••••...•••••••••••.•... , •.•• , .•. , •..•.. 

E. C. MOODY. 

May 20. 1 day (May 2nd) .••.•.. , ••.••..•••• , ..• , .••••.••••.•. , ••••• 

H. H. MONROE. 

April 24, 1879. 3 days (April 21, 22, 23) ........................... .. 

Cash pd. H. M. Hunt (expert) ....................... .. 

" F. J, Rollins ....................... , ....... . 

F. G. PARKER. 

April 24, 1879. 3 days (April 21, 22, 23) ............................ .. 

COST OF INVESTIGATING STATE LIQUOR AGENCY, 

Charles H. Chase ..••.•.••••••...•..••..•....•.... , • , ....••...••....• 
Frank M. Fogg., ••..•. , .••.......•..........••..•. , •..•..••......... 

E. C. Moody ....••••••..••.••..•......•...••..........•............• 
H. H. l\fonroe ..••....••.••.••....••..•........• , •.. , . , ..• , •.. , .•.... 

F. G. Parker .•••..•••••••.••...•••••••••....••••••..•..•••••....•..• 

$22 00 

$24 00 

10 00 

29 00 

$63 00 

$11 40 

$25 50 

32 00 

1 00 

$58 50 

$24 00 

$22 00 
63 00 
11 40 
58 50 
24 00 

$178 90 
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Councillors who drew per diem and expenses for Commit
tee work, at the same time drawing per diem and travel 

for attendance on sessions of the Council, with dates of 

said service. 

S.S. Brown, Jan. 16, 17, 18-VisitingW. Normal School. April 21, 22, 23-Visiting 
State Liquor Agency. 

Charles H. Chase, April 21, 22, 23-Visiting Reform School and State Liquor Agency. 

F. M. Fogg, Jan. 16, 17, IS-Visiting W. Normal School. April 21, 22, 23-Visiting 
State Liquor Agency. 

H. H. Monroe, April 21, 22, 23-Visiting State Liquor Agency. 

F. G. Parker, April 21, 22, 23-Visiting State Liquor Agency. Dec., 1879, Commit. 
work, for which he received $70.00. 

50 
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Oopy of Receipt taken by Councillor Moody when he gave 

up the Custody of the Election Returns to Councillor 
Fogg. 

[See testimony of Edward C. Moody, pp. 476, 499.] 

STATE OF MAINE. 

[Coat of Arms. J COUNCIL CHAMB.ER, 

Augusta, Nov. 21, 1879. 

Received of E. C. Moody, keys to the receptacle containing t.he 

Legislative Election Returns. 

(Signed) F. M. FOGG. 
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