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STATE OF MAINE.

Epvcarionar DeparTMENT,
Augusta, Dec. 1, 1872,

Governor SipNEY PrrEAM, and the
Honorable Execulive Councilors :

GeNtLEMEN :—In accordance to provision of statute, the accom-
panying report on the Common Schools of Maine for the current
year, is respectﬁilly( submitted for your examination.

Your obedient servant,

WARREN JOHNSON,
State Superintendent of Common Schools.







REPORT.

Your attention is respectfully invited to the following general
statement for 1872, derived from the returns made to this office
by the School Committees and Supervisors of the several towns of
the State, agreeably to requirement of law. These returns repre-
sent the school statistics for the school year ending April 1, 1872.
The second column, headed 1871, introduced for the sake of com-
paring the two years,’72 and ’71, represents a like summary for
the school year, ending April 1, 1871. The general law requires
school officers to make up their returns to April 1, of each year, and
to transmit the same to this office on or prior to May 1. The school
year therefore is quite different from the calendar year. For tabu-
lations containing complete statistics, as made to this department,
you are referred to the Appendix of this report. My official
remarks and suggestions are based partly upon the statistics of
the school year ending April 1, 1872, and partly upon observations
and experiences extending to Dec. 1, 1872, the time required by
law for transmitting this report to you. The following summary
is complete with the exception of returns from the following
delinquent towns and plantutions: '

Towns—Orient, North Yarmouth, New Sharon, Salem, Bucks-
port, Orland, Hope, Vinalhaven, Warren, Alna, Brownfield,
Dixfield, Hanover, Chester, Exeter, Greenfield, Howland, Barnard,
Brownville, Sebec, Mayfield, Norridgewock, Millbridge, Cornish.

Plantations—Dayton, Greenwood, Haynesville, Leavitt, Jerusa-
lem, Rangely, Dallas, Green Vale, Unity, Muscle Ridge, Mouhegan
Isle, Andover North Surplus, Fryeburg Academy Grant, Hamlin’s
Grant, Lincoln, Riley, Drew, Pattagumpus, No. 1, North Division ;
No. 2, Grand Falls; Lakeville, No. 7, Range 8; Elliotville, No. 18,
No. 31.
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It will be borne in mind that a delinquent town loses ten per
cent. of the school moneys payable from the State Treasury, and
can not legally receive the nine-tenths apportioned to it until the
required return is made to the State Superintendent. See: Schoot
Laws, Sections 55 and 92.

CoMPARATIVE STATISTICAL SummMaries—1872, 1871.

1872. 1871,
Population of State, census of 1870................ taeeeeens 626,915 626,915
Whole number of towns in the State.... cvevveenvierneenvnns 412 411
Whole number of plantations...... . .........cvuiieaaiin.e. 88 75
Number of towns making returns.......... e eeeesrasnenes .. 395 379
Number of plantations making returns........voeieevinrvunn 65 46
Whole number of scholars between 4 and 21............. wens 226,751 225,508
Number registered in Summer Schools.......... e 118,222 112,813
Average attendance....... i iiit iait iii it i e 92,750 87,290
Number registered in Winter Schools....evusveervieeaeevnns 126,311 126,147
Average attendance....... .ot ceencietaientnaeoens reeeeens 102,443 101,177
Per centage of average attendance to whole number.......... 49 .50
« i € « scholars registered....... .80 719
o ‘e A ¢ Summer Schoolsregistered .78 .78
o s ¢ o Winter Schools registered .81 .80
Probable number of truants or absentees....ceeevevsversannn 17,487 ’ 18,989
Average length of Summer Schools in weeks and days 5% days
POr WEeK.t . te e iovtnevenssnsancasennsanoannass osaes 9w, 2d. 9w. 3d.
Average length of Winter Schools in weeks and days, 55 days
per week...... W aren ab e asan seanmsas sans asss suen e, 10w. 10w,
Average length of Schools for the year......eoveveneveen oo, 19w, 2d.  19w. 3d,
Number of distriets. .ocove cven vevrvennanns et et nran e 3,861 3,853
Number of parts of Districts..oeeee core vere vevevene sannones 310 350
Number of graded school8. ... vevtviie vintsinevenecnnecnns 462 420
Nummber of s6ho0l-hoUSeS. . cov  veee vans veeevnnn core nenevens 3,868 8,790
Number of school-houses in good condition...... cooeeeusaans 2,279 2,234
Number of school-houses built last year..... Cevesaes ens vees 121 119
Cost of the same...vee cove vurnnvnn anns ere s P ceee.  $131,799 $117,364
Estimated value of all school property.. ..o vees ceve veesan-n 2,644,264 2,488,523
Number of Male Teachers employed in Summer...... Mans aene 145 119
Number of Male Teachers employed in Winter........... veus 1,870 ° 1,801
Number of Female Teachers employed in Summer............ 3,959 3,790
Number of Female Teachers employed in Winter..... ........ 2,213 2,180
Number of ‘Teachers graduates of Normal Schools............ 270 264
Average wages of Male Teachers per month, excluding board. . $33 17 $32 44
Average wages of Female Teachers per week, excluding board, 3 60 3 43
Average cost of Teachers board per weeK.......cuviueivenenns 2 32 2 30
Amount of school money voted.... ..oveenr i ..., cee.. TIT,T19 719,602
Excess above amount reqmired by 1aW........cooiiiinnnvnns 232,406 119,452
Amount raised Por sholar. ... coes cireates cure cane ennsonns 2 87 3 07
Amount drawn from State fund in I8T1. .. .. v0isvrvevnes nene 15,537 15,444

Amount derived from local funds. .. eeer vove vvievrneveseanen 14,408 14,639
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1872. 1871.
Amount paid for tuition in privade schools, academies or collegoes

TR the State. . .veeee veee ceee ciie e tae s e i aane s $55,425 $48,774
Amount paid for same out of the State........oo v, 7,995 11,652
Amount expended for repairs, fuel, insurance, &e...ou.unenns 76,841 93,460
Amount expended to prolong sehools.....oovviiiiiiiiiiiaia, 13,164 12,966
Amount paid for School Supervision.......ccoeoiiieiaiaiaes 24,139 23,623
Amount of School Fund.....oovevn it aian e eeen e aae 317,902 309,109

Fiscar STATEMENT.

Raised by municipal taxation for current school expenses...... $717,719 $719,603
New school-houses. . .. 131,799 117,364
Private tuition in and out of the Btate.eeen it inie ieneaaae 63,420 60,326
To prolong SChools. . vveene iein it e ciie ittt e aaas 13,164 12,966
To pay for Sehool SupervisioNuieee:vess vere vierornnnensens 24,139 23,623
Appropriation for Teachers’ Institutes.................. ceen 4,000 8,000
¢ ¢ County Supervision....v.veeeevvesoves ... abolished. 16,000
¢ ¢ Normal Schools.iuiievreriiirciin v 31,000 25,000
Expense of Annual Report, (7,000 copies Jeeeer covenennannn 3,500 3,600
Balary of Superintendent, $1,800 ; Clerk, $1,200............. 3,000 3,000
Traveling expenses, $560 ; posiage, #300....... s e e 800 80¢
Derived from local funds.......... e e cee 14,408 14,639
“ € \avmga Bank ta.x, pa,yab!e July 1, 1872... 57,235 nothing
e “ Sehool-Mill tax, payable January 1, 1873.. 224,630 nothing -
Interest of permanent School fund.. heteeessaee raaeaans 18,718 15,444,

Aggregate expended and available for educstional purposes.... $1,367,592 §1,043,988
Aggregate cxpended and available for current public school

PUIPOSES ¢ v v v ves oeee see anin tens neas anasaonnvcns snse 1,112,373 866,293 -
Valuation of State. . A P .7 3% 1:1: T 111 saDme
Rate of aggrogate school upendltmes to wluatlon ........... 5 4-5mills. 43-5 mille .
Rate of current expenses to valuation.......oveeiiieanan i, 49-10 ¢ 345 <«

SCHOOL REVENUE.

By examination of preceding Fiscal Statement, it will be seen
that the total sum expended for educational purposes in and out of

the State by our people, is $1,307,592. The gross amount prob-.
ably exceeds this, as the sum paid for private tuition, 2t home and -
abroad, is simply estimated by the school officers in their returns.

to this office. I find upon examination that several towns have
not included the entire amount paid by our citizens for tuition in
colleges and private schools out of the States It is reasonable to
assert that the education of our youth costs annually, in round
numbers, $1,400,060. Deducting from the first sum, §$1,307,592,
the ““ cost of new school-houses,” $131,799, and ““ private tuition

"
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in and out of the State,”’ $63,420, we have remaining as the sum
total representing the current expenses of the

Public school system, 1872................. $1,112,378
Same purpose, 1871......... .ol 866,298
Increase...............c.... i $246,075
Per centage of increase.................... .28
This increase is due entirely to the
Savings Bank Tax..............cooviiinee, $57,335
And Mill-tax. .. ..ol 224,530
$271,865
The total expended for public schools, as above, $1,112,373,
gives ) (1872.) (1871.)
For each inhabitant.................. $1 77 $1 67
“ ¢« census scholar............. 4 87 4 62
“« ¢« registered scholar........ .- 910 8 89
For average attendance.............. 11 99 11 o7

In round numbers the annual tuition of the pupil at the public

* school amounts to $12.00. By reference to the ¢ Summary,” it
will be seen that the length of summer and winter schools to-
gether is nearly twenty weeks. The weekly tuition is therefore
" sixty cents, which is about the usual price for tuition in private
schools. Based on the ‘“registered’”” number of pupils in the
public schools the tuition would be forty-four cents, one-third less
than private tuition. Based on ‘‘ census’ number of youth in the
State the rate would be twenty-three cents, less than one-half the
cost of private tuition. Were parents, educat-rs, or the State
more careful to secure the attendance of scholars, the rate of tuition
would be mnch less than the maximum, sixty ceuts, the expense
not being materially increased, as we are obliged to pay the same
sum, whether the full ‘“ registered ’’ number are in attendance or
not. It will be seen, therefore, that in the matter of expense the
public school system of education is a measure of economy, with-
out taking into consideration the opportunities which the system
affords to every child of acquiring the rudiments of a good English
education. Again,the average school period now ranges from the
age of six years to sixteen—ten years. The tuitional cost, there-
fore, for each youth in the State is, on the present expenditure,
$120—certainly a very small sum for the property of the State

.
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to invest in securing that intelligence which alone guarantees
rational citizenship, skilled labor, deliberate popular suffrage, and
the growth and perpetuity of the State.

PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND.

There are six sources of school revenue in this State.
1. Interest on Permanent School Fund.

Savings Bank Tax.

School Mill-tax.

Per-capita Tax.

Proceeds from Local Funds.

6. Voluntary Town or School-district Tax.

S A

The permanent school fund, realized from the sales of the public
wild lands, now amounts to $317,902. The additions to this fund
latterly have been small, and as the public lands are nearly all
digposed of, this amount can not be much increased from this
gource. Iad the State Government, with prudent forecast, re-
tained her former vast area of timber lands, granting ¢ permits,”’
rather than selling to ‘“speculative’ land proprietors, and had
disposed of the settling lots to actual occupants, a splendid school
revenue might now be realized annually from this source. But
that is in the past. We have now simply six per cent. annual
income on rising $300,000. The fountain from which this derived
its supply has grown dry. We must seek for new sources, if it be
desirable to increase the fund These may be found in general or
special taxation, or in gifts from individuals or from the National
Government. General taxation would heap together an amount of
money earning but six per cent. in the State Treasury, while it
would pr:bably earn much more than this in the hands of the
people engaged in their ordinary pursuits and industries. Special
taxation, as upon banks, insurance companies, &c., is generally
regarded as an invidious discrimination. Individual gifts or
legacies are seldom made to the State. We are left therefore
to look to the National Government for any probable increase of
this fund. Action has already been taken in Congress towards
the distribution of the national domain in some form to the several
States in aid of public school systems. To secure the accomplish-
meunt of this worthy purpose on the part of our national legislators,
your co-operative influence, as well as that of the coming Legis-
lature, is respectfully recommended and earnestly solicited. A
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memorial from the State Legislature to Congress for this purpose
would be no objectionable form, it seems to me, of presenting this
matter, and possibly might aid much in the attainment of the end
prof)osed, I therefore recommend it.

The interest of the present fund amocunts to $18,778, or .083 per
census scholar. This is apporticned July 1, annually, by the State
Treasurer, and is payable to any town whenever the State and
County taxes are paid by said town.

Savines Bank Tax.

This is a semi-annual tax of one-quarter of one per cent. on the
total amount of deposits in all the Savings Banks of the State, as
returned to the State Treasurer the first Monday of May and of
November in each year, and payable to said Treasurer in ten days
thereafter. The State Treasurer is required to apportion this
revenue immediately after the first day of July, in the same man-
ner as the interest from the permanent school fund. The amount
from this source as returned in the month of May, 1872, was
$57,334.89. The probable amount for November is $60,000,
according to information kindly afforded by Treasurer Caldwell.
The former amount was duly apportioned July 1, giving .25 to
each census scholar. The latter amount will not be apportioned
till July 1, 18738, at which time the amount payable in May, 1873,
will also be apportioned. It appears, therefore; that in 1872, only
one-half of the revenue from this source was available for school
purposes in this school year. In 1873 the full revenue of the year
will be realized. The State Treasurer estimates this will be
$120,000. Taking the place of the former State Bank tax—which
amounted at one time to $80,000 annually—and constituting more
than one-tenth of our total school revenue, the Savings Bank tax
will, we trust, be continued as ohe of the permanent sources of
school revenue.

Scmoor ML Fuxp.

This, as also the Savings Bank Fund, was established by the
Legislature of 1872. It consists of a tax of one mill per dollar
upon all the property in the State according to the valuation
thereof, to be known as the mill-tax for the support of common
schools. This yields an annual revenue, on the present valuation,
of $224,5630, or $1.00 per census scholar. The school revenue
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therefore to be disbursed from the State Treasury will be nearly as
follows, for the year 1873:

Interest on Permanent School Fund........... $19,000
Savings Bank Fand. .............. ... .. ... 120,000 °
School Mill Fand . .......oi i, 224,530

The total sum from these sources will therefore be $363,350, or
about $1.60 per census scholar. The amount payable from the
State Treasury in 1871 was $15,444. This year, 1872, the amount
payable from the same source is $300,643. As this amount is
apportioned to the several towns by the State Treasurer according
to the number of youth in the towns between the ages of 4 and
21, as returned to this office by the School Committees or Super-
visors of the towns, the following table is, inserted here for
convenient reference. The table has been afforded for this pur-
pose by the courteousness of the State Treasurer.

COUNTY OF ANDROSCOGGIN.

|

|

o) YRR 2.

= e QoL 2.

gz SESE% ZE5

TOWNS. 22 [ Eodai | EgX
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=% S5 EES & s
AUDUMm. . et ciie st tvie teie s ae e 2,093 $713 10 $2,098 00
Durbam .. .ovtieei i iinnciiiieeaierannne 440 149 94 441 05
East Livermore .... ... et i, 348 118 57 348 83
Greene ... ..v..cesennn enraaen e e anee 360 122 65 360 86
Lewiston...o. coetciie et vaevint i aina e 4,964 1,691 28 4,975 86
L eesaeas 650 221 46 651 55
T O P 465 158 42 466 11
Livermore. 466 158 76 467 11
Minot .... .. 550 187 39 651 31
6] P T 983 132 20 990 36
TUIMOT to vt eeve veenonneoonennnn anns 798 271 89 799 91
WAleS . o ovn vie veet vivtresene raar eenaaae 190 64 76 190 45
WeEbSter ¢ v vvvt vven et i oeresann i nsonas 358 121 98 358 86

12,670 | $4,112 40 | $12,700 26

COUNTY OF AROOSTOOK.

AMIbY . ces vt caretene e s cieiaaa 141 $48 04 $141 32
Bridgewater. . coes coreveossonecine i iaannn 272 92 67 272 64
Dalbon covecerr vacecner e soenesarnarananns 217 73 93 217 51
FASEON © s vees vevs vansrans sone sans nans vann - 9255 86 88 255 65
Fort Fairfield..... e eeee e i e e s 859 292 67 861 15
Fort Kenb.ooovevoervivnnansans et 561 191 13 562 33
Frenchville . .. . 864 294 36 865. 06
Grant Isle .. .. 323 110 04 323 77
Hodgdon..,....... .... e eeresereeineaues 402 136 96 402 96
Houlton . ..o it ieieinescnnevosessencsesns 878 299 14 880 16
Island Falls ... oicenrvnnnnnasveerens ceenn 73 24 87 73 18
Limestone............. 134 45 65 134 31
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COUNTY OF AROOSTOOK—CONCLUDED.

267 79

g T 2.

: 5f |SE3E5 | =88

, TOWNS. 28 |SeaEgm| H5a7

25 | Esggn | 37

S% |EHoEFY 254

=3 EEBRS | aRS
Linneus «oovvvvinvnetiineanns veeshursesen s 354 $120 61 $354 84
Littleton. .. oo ceinnertiiennennsnnsasee vuns 315 10732 315 74
Ludlow...os coviiennanns bese seacsenecsntanne 141 48 04 141 32
Lyndon ..... Cereseeeearee e saeeas 693 236 10 694 65
Madawaska ... Ceteneeterecer e s 502 171 03 503 21
Mars Hill ... ivvninnat. 186 63 37 186 43
Masardis . e eseseney inceones ssanveveains 56 19 08 56 13
Maysville................................. 409 139 35 409 98
Monticello s vovevine e iiniaiann teereaeas 347 118 22 347 82
New Limerick.......ocuuen... 168 T 24 168 39
Orient....vvintvin i it it i e e 85 28 96 85 20
Presque Isle.. vt cevetleniiincnneenennennns 480 163 54 481 25
Sherman .. ..c.veiee it iineiienneesanenanes 253 86 20 253 60
SmYrna e.oeeevincien e es SN PN .. 74 25 21 74 18
Washburn . fee ieeeseesenet e aeee e, 212 72 23 212 49
Weston oo vvvins teeiiie et e e 162 55 19 162 37
Alva plaututlon ............ RS, 240 81 77 240 56
Baneroft plantation ... ooov i cian i, 84 28 62 84 20
Benedicta plantation....ceeeceiiiiee iienaans 123 41 90 123 29
Castle Hill plantation ......... et eeen 112 38 16 112 25
Orystal plantation........... cereeee e ceee 80 27 26 80 19
Dayton plantation ... ....covuiviaies e 34 11 58 34 08
Eagle Lake plantation......covevivevineanns 72 24 59 72 17
Greenwood plantation.......coevieeveeonns s 85 28. 96 85 20
Hamlin plantation...... coviveesoinains anns 255 86 88 255 60
Haynesville plantation ... vvovsvennveenvnnn.. 34 11 58 34 08
Leavitt plantation coovvvve vevevinevavnvnants 22 749 22 05
Macwahoe plantation.....c.oveeeveieenieann, 94 32 02 94 22
Mapleton plantation. ... veee vees cienenn cens - 212 72 23 212 49
Molunkus plantation.... covesveeonne covnoens 15 5 17 15 03
Moro plantation .... ... 70 23 85 70 17
No. 9, Rmngebplantatlon feteeriaeenon 36 12 26 36 08
No. 11 Range 1 p]antatmn terecessaeas 129 43 95 129 30
Oakfield plantation ..o vt iiiiniitiiee i 264 86 54 254 60
Ox Bow plantation...... oo ieuniane i iant 34 11 58 34 08
Perham plantation......coooveviieinniiann.. 38 12 95 38 09
Silver Ridge plantation........ocviieiueonn 63 21 46 63 15
St. Francis plantation..o.vveerivieaniannenn 149 50 77 149 34
St. John plantation.......oceveeinveieneanns 4 25 26 74 18
Wallagrass plantatione....eoevcieeviesvaen s 186 63 37 186 43
Westfield plantation,.... oo averiievniaaaas 38 12 95 38 09
Woodland plantation........ [ 122 41 56 122 28
Van Baren plantation..... ..o vveennns . 466 158 76 468 12
12,537 | $4,271 50 | $12,566 96

COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND.

Baldwin,..... . 391 $133 27 $391 93
Bridgton.......... . 868 295 73 870 09
Brunswick ..... . 1,691 542 07 1,594 80
Cape Elizabeth .. . 1,772 603 74 1,776 26
T 0B8C0 it it e reaeeen 415 141 38 415 99
Cumberland.... ..., .ccoveeevrmncencnnes nn, 558 1906 12 559 33
Deering ......... feeecereenns e teaeaan . 1,140 388 42 1,142.73
Falmouth........ 598 203 74 599 33
Freeport.........oviivrverarennssvncnnanas,s 786 787 87
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COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND--CoNCLUDED.
13 J

2 a2 -

28 | 8E%3E | 232

TOWNS, 22 |S25E%| EE2

24 FiagT il

2% | EMeET| SEd

. B BEEES BES
Gorham,....... 1,148 $391 15 $1,150 75
Gray........ 600 204 42 601 44
Harpswell.. . 643 219 07 644 53
Harrison ... N 410 139 69 410 98
NAPIES vnveevee cne ens aeencueemeen cans enns 435 148 29 436 05
New Gloucester ....ceeeveercineaneevineanns 507 172 73 508 21
NorthYarmouth........................... 298 101 53 298 71
Otisfield .o veveiinntiie it iiie e tees oess 361 122 99 361 85
Portland Levesenns 11,055 3,766 56 11,031 45
Pownal. .t cee iiit civecans iins tenrtneeannn 321 109 36 321 78
Raymond ceeereresian 447 152 29 448 07
Searborough . . e . 604 295 179 605 45
BODAZO ¢ vt vvee cei e i e are e aaas 311 105 96 311 74
Standish.coieiier it iiiinii e e 609 207 49 610 45
Westbrooke . ceue cone cons viniennrseencnasoans 940 320 27 942 25
Windham....... P ieerereiorteassaornsarntas 786 267 79 787 87
Yarmouth.. covucini vienieennnenieneanns 606 206 46 607 44
28,200 $9,608 11 $28,267 33

COUNTY OF FRANKLIN. .

N 219 $74 62 $219 52
Carthage. .. .covvvir viieiiiniinriinrvannnnns 183 62 35 183 44
Chesterville .o v iviriiii et nineneerannens 356 121 29 356 85
Farmington -v.oveen vienionecennsnernenanns 1,120 381 59 1,122 67
Preeman .....ovvveee civnonensnesasnsannens 221 75 29 221 53
Industry -voeveninenenniiiinrerarisaennanen 280 95 40 280 67
Juy. . et eeceasesaiteetes ae e enaias 532 181 25 533 27
Kiugﬁeld .................................. 181 61 67 181 43
Madrid.o.ooh cviveiiniieanntaianen 159 54 18 159 38
New Sharon ......... 438 149 23 439 06
New Vineyard.. 264 89 94 264 63
448 152 64 449 07
144 49 06 144 34
114 38 84 114 27
197 67 04 197 47
205 69 84 205 49
375 127 76 375 92
595 202 76 596 42
Eustis plantation .... 134 45 65 134 32
Letter E plantation..... ... Ceseeeressate naans 16 5 45 16 04
Perkins plantation...oeseiee veissiesvennanes 70 23 85 70 17
Rangelyplz\umtmn......................... 11 3175 11 02
NO. B evvrvineiieivreaseineneeneananennenns 15 516 15 03
Da]]asplanuatlon................_.......... 57 19 42 57 14
Sandy River plantation .......oocoviieniii.s 29 9 88 29 07
Washington plantation...ce.veeiiinnainnann. 26 8 85 26 06
Lang plantation coeeceve coveescsareecaanians 13 4 48 13 03
Green Vale ....covveneevnrsnaenaassanen 16 5 45 16 04
COPlIR vvvevnvevearaosonnsaoecnnsacnanncnes 35 11 92 35 08
6,463 $2,198 61 $6,468 42
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COUNTY OF HANCOCK.

3 IR - S .
’g ] g % gE i1
55 meg el SRR
TOWNS. EL |guddt | =27
.2'3 a8 S T
2E te Er) 2Eg
B 28853 Y 28
Amherste cooe conrcintonanons s sset ance sannss 161 $54 85 $161 38
Auror .... ... sese saabseasoens sote vasr ases 93 31 68 93 23
Bluehill . een 579 197 27 580 39
Brooklin ...oeeveesvonevansanns 358 121 98 358 86
Brooksville coeevvenvans 560 190 79 561 34
Bucksport ceeeeeisanne . 1,080 367 98 1,082 69
Castine .. -o. .iev it iiiitieiiiinnienenan 501 170 69 002 19
CranberryIsIes e ieerseesaetecae e 139 47 36 139 33
Deer Isle svuevrvuercinrcinonreoreecnnenens 1,606 547 18 1,609 84
Dedham ....... 4o sses cons e ssnesacs nees an 164 55 87 164 40
Eastbrook....... eeareiie e et e, 73 24 87 73 18
Eden.......couuvu. . . . . 477 162 51 478 16
Ellsworth ... . ‘1,935 659 28 1,939 62
Franklin..... .. . 426 144 79 426 02
Gouldsborough............................. 645 219 75 646 53
Hancock . terteesscacensieasnsatan e 370 126 06 370 88
Lamoine ...oevveiecnrecansssoscnssnane 250 85 28 250 59
Mariaville coove cein ceceinsvenncinroennannns 130 44 29 130 31
Mount Desert .ou evvevers vacevonaveneneas o 334 113 79 334 79
Orland......... P . 549 187 05 550 30
Otis. . 108 36 80 108 26
Penobscot ... 541 184 32 542 28
Sedgwick vovvvieriinannen 414 141 05 414 99
Sullivan..... .. 304 103 57 304 72
5111 ¢ o2 aseaanens 400 136 28 400 96
Tretont eveee vure conevns saossannscesonnens 779 265 41 780 86
Trenbon. o ue oo cnue vae coerasen consannronse 300 102 21 300 72
Waltha .oveveneannnnnn. DORURPPRPR 152 51 79 152 36,
Verona ...... .. 153 52 13 1563 37
Long Island... 51 17 38 61 12
Swan Island . 212 72 23 212 49
No.7..... 19 6 48 19 04
No.'10 cree e 4 136 4 01
No. 21, Middle Di .o N 24 8 17 24 06
No. 33, Middle Division. .ces cvesenns cren 37 12 60 37 09
13,927 | $4,745 10 | $13,960 26
COUNTY OF KENNEBEC.
AlDION ¢evvviveernsvnsesecsarocannssenennns 412 $140 37 $412 98
AUZUSt coer tatt cetntanecnee s sevianaensas 2,273 774 43 2,278 43
Belgrade....oee covsvaceeas siesocnsvanaaane 486 165 58 487 17
Benton....... Ceereas 417 142 07 418 00
: 300 102 21 300 72
- 690 236 08 691 65
ClinbOB .. cone e annevnneanssarse sassnnns 699 238 15 700 67
Farmingdale o.oe.veveennevennnn. ceaes 233 79 38 233 56
Fayette.ooow .. 306 104 25 306 72
Gardiner. 1,205 410 55 1,207 88
Hallowell......... . ceeteeenn 687 234 06 688 64
Litehfield sovuevrencnsevesacnnroneevacsnnns 550 187 39 651 31
Manchester ........ heeeares ettt taenanan 233 79 38 233 56
Monmouth.... eoveievinee sveeennnnniiann.. 540 183 98 541 29
M6, Vernon...oe evvevreenncenscenns Ceeesnnan 437 148 88 438 05
Pittston ..... . .. 590 201 01 591 41
Readfield .. 386 131 51 386 92 °
Rome ......... 218 94 72 278 66

+
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Bidney v veievanecennn R PN 523 $178 18 $524 25
Va.esalborOU[,h feee et e 960 327 08 962 29
Vienna .. N 244 83 13 244 58°
Watervulb ............. ereieernaene ceeeenes 1,722 586 69 1,726 12
Wayne .......... 312 106 30 312 73
West Gardiner. . 367 1256 03 367 87
WiInASOT o vv vvv nvnsesacs veearnnsontoassanns 401 136 62 401 96
WIDS OW. s eet tvteveee voersasenanscensannens 526 179 20 527 25
Winthrop...ooceeeennen seeisanseeseanesanns €84 233 04 685 63
Clinton Gore..... N 91 31 20 91 22
Unity plantation.... oo et iieeeanevenecans 13 443 13 03
16,565 $5,643 90 $16,604 55

COUNTY OF KNOX.
Appleton ..overeneiiiiiie i e 521 $177 50 $522 24
Camden.. .. coue et eereciancnnsannsanne 1,726 588 05 1,730 13
Cushing . .e.ovvvieenenenn ceen 244 83 13 244 57
Friendship.eeve cven enneaievann et ciiaen 316 107 66 316 75
Hope v.vevveeecanns ceenas e eaenaen 301 102 55 301 71
North Haven PN [ 263 . 89 60 263 65
Rockland covver covr cnvsonescnnnnncesnennons 2,622 859 27 2,628 03
South Thomaston ..... “aves f 678 231 08 679 62
St. George.ceer venecieeneseennnas . . 919 313 13 921 19
Thomaston.ove veie sevs soveasnns ees ceas sons B 832 283 46 833 98
Union ..o vire viereeretentnneesanesnnsnnns 598 203 74 599 43
Vinalhaven c.ove viit ciie iiir cinevaencncnnans 576 196 24 577 38
T o 4 T P 632 215 32 633 50
Washington..... vee 463 157 74 464 11
Matinicus Isle .......... .e 102 34 75 102 24
Muscle Ridge plantation ........... [P 29 9 88 29 07
10,722 | $3,653 10 ( $10,747 60
COUNTY OF LINCOLN.

Alna .. cevesent e veree .. . 241 $82 11 $241 56
Bootbbay ivenviit i e e e e ey 1,133 386 02 1,135 70
Bremen.. P ’306 104 25 306 72
535 1) 1,120 381 59 1,122 67
Damariseotta, ceve covreere teiivrreseneannsan 430 146 50 431 04
Dresden «..oveuneees Seecoersarenacnronnsenn 268 91 36 268 63
Edgecowh coovveeevnnnae RPN e 383 130 49 383 91
Jefferson ... coev e onnniannn veee 656 223 50 657 56
Newoastle,.oone voeesene cnneonnannnas . 475 161 83 476 14
Nobleborough ..... ... cee 451 163 66 452 07
Somerville ..ovv i ene seit i niie it ans 167 56 89 167 40
Southport....eocevees conennens cevenrean 261 88 92 261 7%
Waldoborough «.oveviesaivenear anenanen eee 1,399 476 65 1,402 33
Westport ..vvviiivnnnane e ceree 274 93 35 274 65
Whitefield...... .... ... teresiaeansecens vees 552 188 07 553 30
. Wiscusset. . . teateeneessaneanneausnan 645 219 75 646 5%
Monhegan TS16 vrreenn sennnnen ceieseeee. 36 12 29 36 08
8,797 $2,997 23 00

$8,818
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AIDANY oo vt iert crer et arencnnscriraaee s 275 $93 69 $275 65
ADAOVET. .. veis vueeene sonunocnasesaoseonns 273 93 01 273 66
Bethel....ovovivensoresarnscses sanscassanns 775 264 04 776 35
Brownfield ..o vanrvevn caniveensennanneaens 438 149 23 439 05
Buckfield vovoevrvevven conn vornveneanossasns 488 166 27 489 17
BYron .oeee cveeversvecearreanen one 69 23 51 69 16
Canton ......... 328 . 11175 328 79
Denmark 405 137 98 405 97
Dixfield . 343 116 86 343 81
Fryeburg...... eeteaselarenatne anrr b ey 529 180 23 530 26
Gilead. . 130 44 29 139 31
Grafton.. . . 19 6 48 19 04
Greenwood N 324 110 38 324 77
Hanover 53 18 06 53 13
Hartford ..... 344 117 20 344 81
Hebron. .. 240 81 77 240 56
Hiram ... 502 171 03 503 19
Lovell . 425 144 79 426 02
Masoun ...... . 54 18 40 54 13
MeXICO voveer cars conevnnnsnenvane snss acanan 167 56 89 167 40
NOWIYeuene tiee svrraveenonssons conanansnnns 133 45 31 133 32
NOTWAY. . oot eier cnnenonevans sanevanscansns 680 231 68 681 62
L0323 . U 559 190 46 560 33
. 1,168 397 95 1,170 79
346 117 89 346 82
408 139 01 408 98
54 18 40 54 13
481 163 88 482 15
. 171 58 26 171 40
Stoneham......vouveveneennn et eereenenaa 154 52 47 154 37
SUMDOL .ttt ceettereventvnrensessannnnosnnnn 490 166 94 491 17
Sweden .oovvevensennn 197 67 22 197 47
Upton. ...... 54 18 40 54 13
Waterford . 490 166 94 491 17
Woodstook ceveacersene e 368 125 38 368 97
Andover N. Surplus .................... vene 10 3 41 10 02
Franklin plantation.. et sesa e eneen 5 25 55 75 18
Fryeburg Academy GTATE. s vnvvnn nrsmenn vnns 6 2 04 6 01
Hamlin’s Grant. ....veee coneveer core vaenanns 44 15 00 44 10
Lincoln plantation reeenens aaan 10 3 41 10 02
Milton plantation. . . .- 90 30 66 90 21
Riley plantation............ 15 5 11 15 03
12,184 | $4,151 23 | $12,213 11

COUNTY OF PENOBSCOT.

ATOD ..t e iiin i cenn s Neeseerrsrane . . 230 $78 36 $230 54
Ao cnee ve et anen ienn ans e, 115 39 18 115 17
Bangor. ..o civtiitnrieaaraateesens cnrnanas 5,284 1,800 31 5,296 62
Bradford ..coiviiiiieciiieiet it et nina., 542 184 66 543 28
Bradley «.uoveeineconennanoons s arionins 312 106 30 312 73
Brewer cive ciee iiae sasesenosent cntecentanas 1,089 371 04 1,091 62
Burlington ....coieveveencencenaiiiniia. 238 81 09 238 56
Carmel ........... cesessessaree e 497 169 33 498 19
Carroll covsveiinniesessasecacssnenns . 242 82 45 242 56
ChBTrIegton o ves veve cose vonssocsste saesonnee 410 139 69 410 98
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Chester .ovouvvvuevnnn 136 $46 33 $136 32
Qlifton . 138 47 02 158 34
Corinna.. . 538 183 30 539 28
Corinth, Coeeeas . 508 173 08 509 21
Dexter ........ : . .. 901 337 64 993 38
Dixwmont .. ee . cee 498 169 67 499 21
Eddington......oooviiaaiii ol 256 87 22 256 61
Edinburg .... ....... e e .. 24 8 17 24 06
HEofield covtieer ti i it e teet e aee 210 Tl 55 210 49
] .. 349 118 91 349 83
5 €3 o P 486 165 58 487 16
Garland ..o iiiiiin st e s 462 157 40 463 10
GIeLbDUII. t ot et ceee ee e e ceee e aaes 278 94 72 278 66
Greenbush 300 102 21 3006 71
Greenficld e et e e 284 96 76 284 67
Hampden... ... ei i in, e e 1,625 349 22 1,027 43
Hermon ...... Ceee iaseeraene cene vs 570 194 20 571 36
Holden.... .... 285 97 10 285 67
Howland . et 53 1R 06 53 13
"Hudson............ sess sers uonn anen saneroan 285 97 10 285 67
Kenduskeag.......... ... 273 93 01 2173 65
Lagrange oveee cvne vint vinnnnisanenane s 236 83 40 236 53
Lee.oieeennunn. 361 123 04 361 85
Levant ... oueiiit ciii it i e e 455 155 02 456 09
Lincoln......c..ovvitialtn et e e 636 216 68 637 51
Lowell. ... oo it e 180 61 33 180 43
Mattawamkeag. ... viviiins viciieiiin. . 120 40 88 120 29
Maxfield ......... e 63 21 46 63 15
Milford ....... sessanes 309 105 28 309-73
Mt. Chase............ 115 39 18 115 27
Newburg ... ..v0. 364 124 06 364 86
Newport....oovun.u. . cen 465 158 76 467 11
L0 18 e 1,233 420 02 1,235 94
Orono ..ovvvvcvieiensvaenann 9738 333 22 980 51
Orrington. . ... .ovu ... heer e caae e baes 648 220 78 €49 54
Passudumbeag . ...o it iiin it i iieea. 8 26 56 78 19

Patten................ . .. 278 94 72 278 6T
Plymouth 350 119 25 350 83
Prentiss . .... 182 62 06 182 43
Springficid 327 111 40 327 78

Btetson .v.vie vaen aen e et e eae s 335 114 13 335 79
V21 {2 279 95 06 279 €6
Wino. .o eineviiniann seenaees onns 194 66 09 194 46
Drew plant:tion....coovviiiiii et 23 9 54 28 07
Medway plantation ..e.viieieneiieeioeennns 185 63 06 185 44
Pattagumpus plantation..... ..o vl it 39 13 20 39 09
Webster. ..o ovveons Ceeee ceee e e 22 749 22 05
Woodville.. ... e e P [ 69 23 56 69 16
No. 1, North Division. veee svvn vineoenn ot N 36 12 26 36 08
No. 2, Grand Fallseeeie veve vonnvireaannnnnns 26 8 85 26 06
Independence .. .... . 135 o 4599 135 32
Lakeville..... ... P 36 12 26 36 08

95,671 | $8,746 43 | $25,732 30
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COUNTY OF PISCATAQUIS.
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Abbot .ovit ittt i e it e e 275 $93 69 $275 65
AtKINSON v vevt veervnesvresnonssensanesonns 230 78 36 230 54 .
Baroard. .cieeiiiiie i iiii i e e 56 19 08 56 13
Blanchard «covvviervintiiiiiiieveneennennas 73 24 87 73 18
Brownville. coiivieeiiniciniiiie it naenaaen 276 94 06 276 65
DOver .cvutiei it eineaensaaes e eine s 674 229 63 675 64
Foxerofte. e v tiervirscinrsennvansnsenanns 425 144 79 426 04
Guilford ....... .. e tess esssaese seen caieanns 282 96 08 282 66
Greenville...ooe ceeseeveuatens ceteennanee 137 46 67 137 33
Kingshury .covi it it i it ieissnnnnns 76 25 89 76 18
Medford. v vivs vent ienorinaresvensannennan 116 39 52 116 27
D 15} 110 « O 232 79 04 232 b4
Milo e et i i i it it e e 402 136 96 402 96
Orneville o.vine cenn ciie ettt cnre canaans 267 90 95 267 63
Parkiman .. vveecier cinr cietcneennns tennanas 404 137 64 404 97
Sangerville ..veeveriiinieie ittt e 415 141 39 415 99
I 1) YT 326 110 72 25 79
SRITIEY -+ v enne vene venr veenaerneen aaan cees 88 29 99 -88 21
Wellington. . ... coviennnene eve et aeas 268 91 36 268 63
Williamsburg ..o.vvviev vieevnnn tereanar ran 93 31 68 93 22-
Bowerbank plantation .............. Caeeeaeas 36 12 29 36 08
5850 $1,754 67 $5,162 29
COUNTY OF SAGADAHOC.
ATTOWSIC. c e tev e vtie vius cannsans sonavacs anns 81 $27 60 $81 19
Bath.o.ovo i iiiiiiiiinns N 3,010 1,025 54 3,017 20
Bowdoinham s.veeus v cinevnescanecnne saen - 873 195 22 574 37
Bowdoin. .o veeiiee it vitnsiancnietien sann 525 178 86 526 25
GeorgetoWn «.uvever sinevinnaans 450 153 32 451 08
Perking, e.veceseee seneansnnnneans [P 23 7 83 23 06
Phipsharg . ..o cviiiivi i Ceree s e 572 194 88 573 36
Richmond......ccovcveviivviian ot ceeesenns 835 284 48 8:6 99
Topsham......c.cou.en Ceeteteeseeaeasan e 462 157 46 463 10
West Buth .ooe vt ivienesinnvrannnnanen 143 48 72 143 34
WOOIWICh .o veve sere vavenans tornonssnncsnnss 362 123 33 362 85
7,036 | $2,397 24 $7,052 80
COUNTY OF SOMERSET.
Anson . . s P 675 $229 97 $6'76 64
Athens ..oviivtviinviie tnnsvnnaaenanes . . 580 197 61 581 38
Bingham.....oevuervientineie cineiaenann 310 105 62 310 73
Brighton....... xaiau Amnh ssuw aaas annn anns anns 268 91 31 268 63
Cambridge ...ov.vve un C et eensreeaene e 170 57 92 170 41
Canaan.......c...... . . 559 190 46 560 35
Coneord .. v.iueeenvage en 170 57 92 170 41
Cornville........... . 293 99 '82 - 293 69
Detroit..us vuis vuneviresanrvnreiientnenannn 241 82 11 241 56
Embden.............. S tesessean 302 102 89 302 71
Fairfield................ 1,005 342 46 1,007 40
Harmony ...... ....ccouues 324 110 38 324 17
Hartland .........00000uee 461 157 06 462 10
Lexington ..... .. . 148 50 43 148 35
Madisom..eouuu ... 461 157 06 462 10
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301 102 55 301 71
240 81 17 240 56
508 173 08 509 21
Norridgewook eveenn verevienveesvaneaaneass 565 192 49 566 34
Pallyra ovievevnve cineenenvnnscene cansanns 471 160 47 472 15
Pittsfield .. ovnvrisiern iiii it i iennaenn 693 236 10 694 65
Ripley .... 208 70 87 208 49
St. Albans. 636 216 68 _ 637 51
Solon.. e eeaens 427 145 47 428 05
Skowbegan 1,425 485 50 1,428 42
SmithBelde.vuny cern veer cans seneenanans Ceees 258 87 96 258 61
SEATKE ot eiin tie iet it e e e 364 124 06 364 86
Dead River plantation,.. 44 14 99 44 11
Fiag Staff plantation .... 24 8 17 24 06
Moose River plantation. . 35 11 92 35 08
West Forks plantation... . 31 10 56 31 07
The FOrks s uvenvineiiunnrnnornesnnnceneonns 61 20 78 61 15
Carratunk . .ovvoiin ciie vt et i e 60 20 44 60 14
Highland .. .oov it ii it v it een vnes 55 18 74 55 13
No. 1, Range 2, West Kennebec River........ 51 17 38 51 12
No. 2 Range 5, W. K. R.... ........ccuvnatn 27 919 27 07
Jackmantown plancation ................. cons 43 14 65 43 10
DT < 43 14 65 43 10
Pleasant Ridge..... oo viveiiievinivenarenns 51 17 38 51 12
12,621 4,300 11 ! $12,661 15
COUNTY OF WALDO.
Belfastiee cene cine iiiiieis ciie i i e 1,683 $573 41 $1,687 02
Belmont. ..ot iiinine e ieneaineinneenns 223 75 97 223 53
Brooks cevevviiiainas 305 103 91 305 76
Burnham 353 120 27 353 84
Frankfort..... e 456 155 36 457 09
Freedom....oovtoinrirensenecinscenevnnns 214 72 91 214 51
T81esborough o v vive vvve vrrnvntenansnonnonas 458 156 15 459 10
JACKSOM ¢ it vret vt e cebe i e e 234 79 T2 234 56
16 10N 352 119 93 352 84
Liberty.......o.ovnnee 331 112 77 331 79
Lincolnville.... oo vviiiiiinninenn eeeeas T43 253 14 744 77
Monroe........... 456, 155 36 457 09
Montville. 500 170 35 501 19
Morrill.... 192 65 41 192 46
Northport, 321 109 36 321 77
Palermo.. .o veerieeeciiiianeinen s [P 445 151 61 446 06
Prospect oo eees vaeeceessene cteennrevacnanes 310 105 62 310 74
SearsmOnt.eese sone seercone taneeranaiieanens 567 193 17 568 35
Searsport ...viiiiaie s 807 274 94 808 93
Stoekton ....... 662 225 54 663 58
Swanville ..... 310 105 62 310 74
Thorndike .... 265 90 28 265 63
Troy «oevus o 426 145 20 427 02
Unity ........ 425 144 79 426 02
Waldo oo. vieiiiin s ciiisireeees cinnaaans 290 98 80 290 69
Winterport......... reeseens tersaees iaen vees 1,031 351 27 1,033 46
.
12,359 | $4,210 86 | $12,388 63




20 COMMON SCHOOLS.

COUNTY OF WASHINGTON.
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Addison .i.even e ceti caceoee esscasnenis 448 $152 64 $449 07
Alexander..... et i aree e aee e 213 72 57 21350
Baileyvitle ...cevievann .. et enet aeenaans 154 52 47 154 37
Baring covivereciiiaietiatit it aaes 130 44 29 130 31
Beddington . Cesesessesiaecserseaons aes 62 21 12 62 14
Calais...... 2,623 893 67 2,629 27
Centerville 57 19 42 57 14
Charlotte..cvevr coen voveavneannn 198 67 46 198 47
Cherryfield . 697 237 46 698 67
Columbia ... oove it it e 253 86 29 253 60
Columbia Falls e coovvver vvvanns vovvianann 224 76 31 244 53
COOPer. sy cine venneveeonrnanns . 164 55 87 164 39
Crawford. .o ceesvvinvennaenevennans 96 32 70 96 22
Cutler. ... coveiivsevescannvansonns 405 137 98 405 98
Danforth .. ...o.oovivi i aie . 130 44 29 130 31
Deblols.cve teet ciit it i i e i vaas 62 21 12 62 14
Dennysvile. .o cereerieveervereanseanesonns 234 79 T2 234 56
East Machias. ceeeceer i taiiiiiinveenannnn 831 283 12 832 99
Bastporte e eenr covnvere ionsoneeveseanssanes 1,606 547 17 1,609 84
Edmunds ......... e e 196 66 77 196 46
Harrington..... 476 162 17 477 14
Jonesborough 216 73 59 216 50
Jonesport 603 205 44 604 45
Lubec. cvue ciee i e s e e 864 294 36 866 06
Machias « cove vein cit it tiii it s aae e 997 339 68 929 39
Machiasport . ooovvieirn s cirienen eann e 650 221 46 651 55
MArion .oovve viee viinnrtsine canevneeonnn e 92 31 34 92 21
Marshfield covvv v viennnnenne e e P 145 49 60 145 34
Meddybemps.vees vonr tinnaneniien it aiae 91 31 00 91 21
MIbridge «oveeveeeeninninsveneneeninenanns 587 199 99 588 40
Northfield sove viievvneniiriiiivnencvneunans 101 34 41 101 24
Pembroke.evees coneniie it ciit it e e 1,091 371 71 1,093 64
Perry v viiinii i . .. 491 167 28 492 17
PrinCeton..ce verrvvet vereviiecanntvunennns s 466 158 76 467 12
Robbinstonae.ee coveverevnsevns AN 387 131 85 387 92
Steuben . cvve it i i e e e 405 137 98 405 97
B ] PN 216 73 59 216 51
Trescott ... .... [ 273 93 01 273 65
Wesley ..ouvuvnannn TS 148 50 43 148 35
Whitieg ......... 166 56 55 166 39
Whitneyville. .. oove ientviiiiiinieiennennens 244 83 13 244 57
Codyville plantation .........cooiiieiianians 22 7 49 22 05
Jackson Brovk plantation................ou.s 125 42 58 125 31
Talmadge plantation ....covvveieveienvenannn 44 14 99 44 10
Waite plantatione. veve vivecvuieverenees vannad 30 10 22 30 07
68 23 17 68 16
59 20 11 59 15
68 23 17 68 16
16 5 45 16 03
7 26 23 77 20
16 5 45 16 03
113 38 50 113 28
18,130 | $6,177 13 | $18,173 29
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COUNTY OF YORK.
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Afred (oo veinnnieierr cnnecarennie tonnnnnn 450 153 32 451 08
Berwick civeeionr cee teanaont st neieanee 8566 291 64 858 04
Biddeford....... . 3,828 1,304 23 3,837 15
Buxton 896 305 36 898 13
Cornish 372 126 T4 372 88
Dayton.o.vaviniiiiinneaonnnns 182 62 04 182 43
BlHob cuitvntviis iiannnneans 579 197 27 580 38
2 0] T P 534 181 93 535 27
Kennebuok ..o vivnviiniiin tivecnne ciinann, 939 319 93 941 25
Kennebunkport ...ovvervnervonnaiinvnn e 797 271 53 798 92
Kittery ..o it e it i et et aaas | 1,135 386 70 1,137 72
Lebanon. .ot ciit cee bt s aras e €50 221 46 651 55
Limerick .oovvr veen e aane PR P 508 173 08 509 21
Limington ......oooanaa. e e it aaes 575 195 90 576 37
Lyman .ooevensiine cies et anertannaneranns 370 126 06 370 88
Newfield covr vinevenrvenevees sasncaneannnes 377 128 44 377 90
North Berwick. oo oevsvvetvnen e nnnn s 571 194 54 5172 36
Parsonsfield v.vvveitveenvonsr ann 659 224 56 660 57
$8C0 vt teve s et e e 1,902 648 06 1,906 58
Shapleighie.oevienanen .. 411 140 03 411 99
S&nfm‘d...................‘................] 746 254 16 4T T
South Berwick..ovu cemr varnvenr vaeniraenanen [ 864 294 36 866 06
Waterborough v ..o veunan.n | 519 176 83 520 23
Wells. ........ 1,011 344 46 1,013 41
B SN 877 298 79 879 10
20,973 $7,145 77 $21,023 09

The school mill-tax seemed to a few of our legislators a novel
way of raising money for public school purposes.
this State, but is no novelty in the American public school system

itself, as the accompanying table will show.

It

is new in

The following list includes most of the States that raise a part

of their school revenue by direct taxation on the property in the

State, either by annual appropriation or by an established mill-tax :

Alabama— A ppropriation, one-fifth of whole revenue.

Arkansas—State tax.
Californte—One mill-tax.

Florida—Annual appropriation.

Tllinots—Two mills-tax.

Indiana—One and six-tenths mill-tax.

Kansas—One mill-tax.
Kentucky—Two mills-tax.
Louisiana—Two mills-tax.
Maine—One mill-tax.
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Maryland—One and one-half mill-tax.
Michigan—Two mills-tax.

Nebraska—Two mills-tax.

New Jersey—Two mills-tax.

New York—One and one-fourth mill-tax.
North Carolina—One-twentieth mill-tax.
Ohio—One and three-tenths mill-tax.
Oregon—Two mills-tax.
Pennsylvania—Annual appropriation, $650,600.
Rhode Island— Annual appropriation, $90,000.
South Carolina—Annual appropriation.
Virginia—One mill-tax.

West Virginia—One mill-tax.

Massachusetts does not appear in the foregoing list. An attempt
however was made last winter to secure a school revenue on a
like basis by a tax of one-half mill on the entire valuation of the
State. The following is the expression of the Secretary of the
Board of Education, Hon. Joseph White, as made .in his annual
report, 1871 :

Half-Mill School Fund. 1 desire to invite your attention to a
phase of our school system to which I have once or twice alluded
briefly ; but which, in my judgment, assumes such a degree of
importance as to demand a more extended and careful considera-
tion. I refer to the marked disparity in the burdens which it
imposes upon the different cities and towns for its support, and
the unequal benefits which it confers.

Through all the periods of our history, we have held fast to the
maxim enunciated by the founders of the colony, in 1642, “‘that
the good education of children is of singular behoof and benefit to
any Commonwealth.”” This was the corner-stone of the great en-
actment, five years later, which founded the system of free schools.

The free school exists not solely, nor chiefly, for the individual-
persons, or separate members which compose it, but through
these for the whole “body politic,”’—the Commonwealth. Hence
the right of the State, than which none is more sacred, and the
duty of the State, than which none is more urgent, to provide free
public instruction.

This may be done in three ways :

1. By a general tax, levied equally upon the entire property of
the State; as is the case in Indiana and one or two other States
of the Union,

2. By taxation of the several towns and districts, to be deter-
mined as to the amount by the legal voters thereof; as is substan-
tially the case with ourselves.

3. By the combined taxation of the State and the towns or
districts, as in New York and the larger number of the States of
the Union. :
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Ours is the second method mentioned. The attitude of the
Commonwealth is that of command,—of force. She utters her
commands, with penalties annexed, to every city and town within
her borders, to maintain schools, of such grades, in such number,
and for such times as she deems best; determines the qualifica-
tions of the teachers ; prescribes the branches of study to be taught,
the mode of administration, and the means of securing attend-
ance; and all this that she may secure the prevalence of intelli-
gence throughout her borders, without which she could not exist
an hour as a free and prosperous Commonwealth.

Obviously, this method of supporting a State system of schools
is equitable only when the several municipalities occupy such a
position in respect to population and wealth that the burden thus
thrown upon one will press equally upon all.

Such was substantially the condition of things when our school
gystem was originally established. In the homogeneous charac-
ter of the people; in the similarity of their tastes, habits, modes
of domestic life, and in the similarity of occupations, (agriculture
and the fisheries being the principal industries) were found the
conditions of a substantial uniformity of ¢ worldly fortune”’
throughout the several towns of the new and growing colony
most tavorable for the great experiment. '

During the periods of our colonial, provineial and constitutional
history until the close of the first quarter of the present centary,
these favorable conditions remained substantially the same.

But these conditions no longer exist; and ihe old method of
supporting our schools has ecased to be equitable, and in many
cases it has well nigh ceased to be practicable.

The intreduction of the great branches of manufacturing indus-
try which draw large masses of people to convenient centres;
the vast increase of internal trade and of external commerce by
means of our railroad system spreading like network over our
territory, und all converging to a few central points, have silently,
yet wonderfully, changed the old order and relations of our muni-
cipalities to each other. The population and wealth, once diffused
with comparative equality, have in a large degree left the rural
districts for the great centres of trade and industry.

1 therefore invite your attention to a method for this purpose,
which is in my judgment alike practical and just in its application.

I propose that a school tax of one-half of one mill ou the dollar
on the whole valuation of the Commonwealth, be annually assessed,
collected and paid into the treasury, in the same manner as other
State taxes, and when so paid that it be designated by the treas-
urer as the half-mill school fund for the support of Public Schools ;
and farther, that said fund be apportioned and distributed among
the several cities aud towns in the Commonwealth according to
the number of persons therein between the ages of five and fifteen,
and in the same manner and on the same conditions as one-half of
the income of the school fund is apportioned and distributed.

With respect to the plan here proposed I suggest—

First. That it is not a scheme for increasing the cost of sup-
porting our schools. Not a dollar need to be added to the average
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cost. It is simply nothing more nor less than raising the needed
amount in a more equitable way than at present.

Second. That each town and each person will contribute in an
equal, and therefore just, ratio to the taxable property of each.

Third. That the method of distribution is the only one which

is just and equitable and at the same time practicable. Since
every town contributes to the general weal, precisely according
to the number of youth which it educates, and thus fits for good
citizens, so it is plain that the amount contributed by the State
should be determined by the number so educated, with the single
modification, if any, perhaps, in favor of those places which incur
the heaviest rate of taxation.
. Fourth. That it will give a coherence and unity to our school
system which it now lacks, and thus become a source of vigor and
strength. It will create a stronger sympathy between the differ-
ent municipalities, as mutnal contributors to and receivers from
a common fund, as well as the subjects of a common law. Indeed,
the laws passed from time to time in the inferest of hacmonious
and progressive action will be no longer regarded, especially by
the smaller and less fuvored towns, in the light of arbitrary man-
dates, but rather as beunelicient rules of action suited to the
exigencies of all and for the general good. The enforcement of
the laws will give place to a cheerful obedience to them.

While in the large cities and towns the burden impoesed by the
proposed measure will be hardly appreciable, the relief to the
rmaller ones will be most grateful and timely; confidence and
hope will take the place of discouragement and discontent; greater
efforts will follow; a more thoroughly instructed and altogether
higher grade of teachers will be employed, and for longer terms
of time; and a better class of scheol-houses, with fitting apparatus
and farniture, will take the place of the rude, unsightly and
uncomfortable structures, which, in too large numbers, still linger
among us.

This form of taxation, so general among the States, is not merely
one of convenience, but it is established on the fundamental princi-
ples of duty and equity. Reason and experience demonstrate the
necessity of an intelligent pecple for the life and welfare of the
State. With this necessity granted, the State through its organic
legislative body expresses its will in relation thereto, and issues
the mandate to every town, ‘ Educate your youth.” Along with
this command of the State, should go the accompanying enactment
by which means shall be afforded to the several town committees,
in order that they may effectually accomplish the purpose intended.
Hence the duty of the State to provide these means, not by taxing
the wealth or poverty of others, but by drawing from its own
treasury and disbursing in such a manner as may, in its wisdom,
be deemed best. The State educates; the State should pay for it.
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This the State does in part by the present mill-tax. Again, the
revenue, or means, thus required by the State, should be paid by
those who, are able to pay. The poor man, with a family of six
children to be educated, ought not to be obliged to pay six times
as much as the rich man with one child, or even as much as the
latter with six children. It is common intelligence we are en-
deavoring to secure, and the cost of the attempt and of all the
instrumentalities connected therewith, in justice and equity,
should be paid for by the common wealth, by all the property in
the State. This is a principle long recoguized in the school dis-
trict and in the town, since never the individual, but property, is
assessed for educational and other purposes. Duty and equity,
therefore, sanction the legislation whereby this source of public
school revenue was spoken into active existence. )

The honorable opponents of this measure have never, I think,
disputed the equableness of this enactment, but have raised doubts
in respect to the constitutionality of it. These doubts and
inquiries, addressed to the State Suaperintendent, elicited the
following opinion, the same as presented in his ¢ Circular No. 8:”

Is ihe ¢ School Milt-Tax’’ Constitutional? By act of Legislature
approved February 27, 1872, ““a tax of one mill per dollar is
annually assessed upon all the property in the State according to
the valuation thereof, and shall be known as the mill-tax for the
support of schools.” This act contributes additional aid in the
support of public schools, and does not release the towns from
any school tax imposed upon them by the Legislature. The
Constitution, Article VIII, provides that ‘“the Legislature are
authorized, and it shall be their duty to require the several towns
to make suitable provision, at their own expense, for the support
and maintenance of public s¢hools.”” The Btate thus establishes
JSree schuols, (See debates on Constitution of Maine, p. 203,) and
insures a basis for definite form and amount of revenue. The form
determined by legislation was that of taxation upon town property,
pot by rate bills, as in Connecticut; the minimum aemount was
also determined by act of Legislature, 1821, and was fixed at forty
cents per captta. In 1853, this was increased to fifty cents; in
1854, to sixty cents; in 1865, to seventy-five cents; in 1868, to

.one dollar, and in 1872, reduced to eighty cents.

The right of the State to establish a system of free schools must
therefore be regarded as clearly determined. ‘“To promote’”’ the
same, the authority and duty of the Legislature to require the
towns to raise a specified sum, more or less, in support and main-
tenance of schools, are in like manner apparent.

As the Legislature is the sole judge of what constitutes ‘‘ suit-
able provision’’ on the part of the towns, the simple question then
bearing upon the constitutionality of the ‘“ mill-tax ”” act is whether
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the State may contribute anything in aid of public schools, still
requiring the towns to make suitable provisions for support and
maintenance of the same.

1st. Nothing in the Constitution forbids the Legislatute to con-
tribute to the support of schools in the manner proposed by the
“mill-tax ’’ act. ““‘There are no limits to the power of the State
Legislature, except what are imposed by the Constitntion of the
State and of the United States,”” ( Fessenden, counsel for plaintiff,
Durham vs. Lewiston, Me. 4, 140—1826.) ¢ All laws enacted by
the Legislature are presumed to be constitutional. The act under
consideration, ( Pierce vs. Kimball, Miller, C. J., Me. 1X., 1854,)
does not certainly with clearness appear to be otherwise. We
conclude with the language of Marshall, C. J., in the case Dart-
mouth College vs. Woodman. ¢ On more than one occasion this
court has expressed the cautious circumspection with which it
approaches the consideration of such questions, and has declared
that in no doubtful case would it _pronounce a legislative act con-
trary to the Constitution.”” To the Legislature belongs ail power
not expressly forbidden in the National and State Constitutions,
and in doubtful cases the Leglbldﬂlle has the benefit of the doubt.
“The Legislature shall have 811 power to make and establish all
reasonable laws and regulations for the defence and benefit of the
people of this State not repugnant to this Constitution, nor to that
of the United States.”” ( Constitution of Maire, Art. 1V, Sect. 1.)
When the Legislature decides that an act is reasonable and for the
benefit of the people, as it does by making the enactment under the
sanction of an oath to support the Constitution, that decision must
be conclusive, if the act be not repugnant to the Constitntion, and
be not made colorably to effect one purpose under the appearance
of effecting another.”” “ When the question is one of expediency
merely the decision of the Legislature that it is reasonable and for
the benefit of the people is conclusive.” (Moore vs. Veazie,
Shepley, C. J., 1850, Me. 32, 843.)

2d. The “mill-tax 7 act is in harmony with the expression of the
framers of the State Constitution. Says Judge Davis, when Art,
V111, Literature, was under discussion, ‘“ The duty will be im-
perative on towns to maintain free schools at their own expense.
In addition to the means of support of these schools derived from
towns, it is anticipated that the wisdom of future legislators will,
as soon as the finances of the State permit, grant permanent
funds for their constant maintenance.”” (See report of debates on
Constitution, p. 206.)

3d. One of the earliest acts of the Legislature, was to set apart
a portion of the public domain for “ ministerial and school funds”’
in the several towns. In 1828, the permanent school fund was
initiated from the same source, the interest of which should annu-
ally be appropriated in aid of public schools. In 1883, the tax on
State banks was diverted to the support of public schools. In
1872—the last Legislature—the same prmmple was exercised by
taxing the total amount of deposits in Savings Banks, and appro-
priating the proceeds for the use of schools. Surely if the State
may appropriate a portion of its domain to the use of schools, if
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the State may tax one of its interests, a portion of itself, for the
same purpose, for a still stronger reason may the State tax the
whole of itself in support of public schools, which are confessedly
““for the benefit’” and ‘“ essential to the preservation of the rights
and liberties of the people.”

4th. It is an equitable tax, and in conformity with Section 8,
Article IX, General Provisions of Constitution. ¢* All taxes upon
real estate, assessed by authority of the State, shall be apportioned
and asscssed equaily, according to the value thereof.”

Counsidering, therefore, that the school mill fund is an aid in
support of schools ; that the Constitution contains no express pro-
vision prohibiting such aid on the part of the Legisiature; that
the expression of the Legislature is law in cases clearly not
repugnant to the Constitution, and even in deubtful cases; that it
is in harmony with the expressions of the framers of the Counsti-
tution, and with subsequent legislative acts bearing upon this
point, and never yet declared uunconstitutional; and that it is an
equitable levy upon the property of the State, the easy and reason-
able conclusion follows, that the ““act to estaktlish the school mill
fund for the support of common schools’’ is constitutional.

APPORTIONMENT OF ScuHooL Fuxps.

Reference is now made to the moneys disbursed from the State
Treasury. The State Treasurer is required to apportion these
funds to the several towns according to the whole number of
youth in town between the ages of 4 and 21 years, according to
an annual enumeration to be made by the district agents or by the
school committees or supervisors. The rate of apportioment for
1873 will be about $1.60 for each census scholar. The town of
Madawaska with 514 scholars (1871) would receive in all $822.40.
The town of Farmington with 1040 scholars (1871) would receive
$1664. The town of Madawaska, however, educated only 101 schol-
ars (average attendance in 1871) and would receive therefor, $8.20
for each scholar, Farmington had an average attendance of 615
the same year, receiving therefor, $2.71 for each scholar. There
is an cvident unfairness therefore in the present mode of distribut-
ing the school moneys from the State Treasury. Madawaska
receivés $8.20 for educating a child,—Farmington receives but
$2.71 for the same purpose. Now while property contributes
equally through the State in aid of these funds, it would seem
proper that these moneys designed for educational purposes should
be placed where the educational efforts are made, not according
to the whole number of those in and out of school, but according
to the number of those in school. It would seem, therefore, that
‘““average attendance’’ is a better basis for the apportionment of
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school moneys than the present ‘‘ census number.”” There are ob-
jections however to the mode suggested. ‘‘Average attendance ”’
itself is based upon term attendance. Some towns have one term
a year, others two, others three, a few four terms. Some of the
terms are long, others short. - Evidently a small town, with one or
two terms annually, will average higher than a large town, with
three or four terms of school. We must therefore seek for some
other plan, which shall be fair to all concerned. It seems to me this
may best be found in the ‘“enrollment’ plan. The teachers are
now required to keep a record of all pupils entering school each
term, with ages of same, days of attendance, &c. No teacher is
entitled to pay for services, until the register of the school, prop-
erly filled up, completed and signed, is deposited with the school
committee, or with a person designated by them to receive it.
From these registers it will be an easy matter for the school
officers to ascertain the precise number of different pupils in
attendance at the schools of any town in the State for any partic-
ular school year, or any portion of the same. This list or number,
certified by the school committees, will constitute the ‘“enroll-
ment list,”” upon which the apportionment of the school moneys
should be made by the State Treasurer. No pupil should be
counted upon this list who has not altended school at least two con-
secutive weeks. An amendment to section 92, School Laws, to this
effect, is respectfully suggested and recommended. It will be at
once seen that this pecuniary inducement will have a tendency to
secure a larger attendance of pupils at the public schools.

~

Municipan Tax.

The fourth source of school revenue is the town school-tax,
established by legislative enactment, eighty cents for each inhabi-
tant, the whole being assessed upon the property in the town.
This is termed the per capita tax. Originally this rate was forty
cents per capita. In 1853 this was increased to fifty cents; in
1854, to sixty cents; in 1865, to seventy-five cents; in 1868, to
one dollar; in 1872 it was reduced to eighty cents in consequence
of the creation of the school mill-tax. In the early period of the
State this was a convenient and generally equable form of taxa-
tion, when the population and wealth of the.several towns
corresponded more nearly than in these later years. Under the
per capita law of 1871, by order of the State, Bath was required
to pay at the rate of onme mill per dollar, Houlton four mills,
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Linneus, ten mills. The county of Sagadahoc paid one and three-
fourths mills; Aroostook county, eight mills, Bath, of course,
raised more school money than required by law, the whole amount
being $21,000, but this was only three and one-third mills on its
valuation ; while for the extra sum raised, extra educational facili-
ties and privileges were secured. This inequality of State taxa-
tion undoubtedly contributed to the easy establishment of the
State mill-tax and to the attendant reduction of the per capita tax
from one dollar to eighty cents. The one mili-tax gave a revenue
of $224,530. The reduction of twenty cents per capita gave a loss
of about $124,000, the inhabitants of Madawaska territory being
exempt from the dollar tax. Net gain, $100,000. Were the miil-
tax to be increased gradually, say one mill annually, until, by a
corresponding reduction of the per capita tax, twenty cents
yeatly, the latter should entirely disappcar, the net increase over
the present school revenue would amount to guite half a million
dollars, the per capita tax of one dollar yielding about $620,000, a
State tax of five mills on the present valuation affording in gross
$1,120,000. It does not seem to me advisable, however, to change
at present the existing rates—namely, State tax of one mill and
the municipal tax of eighty cents for each inhabitant. The State
has given the towns $100,000. 1t is proper that we wait one year
at least in order that we mey ascertain the results, beneficial, or
otherwise, of this benefaction by preperty to public education.
We wish to know whether the towns have devoted this gift wiscly
and completely to the object for which it was made,—whether the
towns and school districts have responded readily and generously
with new and better instrumentalities, such as better school-
houses, improved school furniture, well paid instruction, more
careful inspection, free school books, the substitution of the town
system in place of the inequable district system, and in a rational
and vigorous educational sentiment.

The mill-tax was not intended as a legal pressure to ‘“ squeeze”’
money from the rich to give to the poor. This was no part of the
thought or design of those who suggested this enactment. In
order to promote our public educational interests and to keep pace
with our sister States, it was evident that the school revenue must
be increased. The plan adopted for this purpose seemed to be the
best. The revenue has been increased. It is eminently proper
and judicious to wait for the expected improvement. If it come,
then will be the time to consider whether the new policy shall be
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further expanded. By no means would we startle property to an
antagonism with public schools. The former nourishes the latter,
the latter secure and refine the former. This policy being entered
upon, however, it is certainly desirable to continue the same until
a satisfactory test is obtained.

Locar Fuxps.

The fifth source of revenue is the local funds or endowments
made to towns or school districts by the State or by individuals.
For instance, the State sets apart one thousand acres in each
township, from the rental or sale of which a school fund is created
for that section when it shall have been incorporated as a town.
Suppose the reservation to be sold, while the section is a {ownship,
the principal is held in trust by the State, interest accumulating.
These principals now held by the State amount to $125,000.
While a plantaiion, the interest is paid by the State. These inter-
ests amounted to $1,500 paid in 1872. When the section becomes
a town, the principal is paid by the State to the town-—the same
continuing as a permanent fund, ““ the interest of which shall be
annually applied to the support of public schools in the town.”
This is known as the ministerial or school fund. Again, grants of
land have been made by the State to certain academies and
literary institutions, from the sales of which funds have been
created, which, used by the academies during their flourishing
period, have in many instances been latterly diverted to the plib-
lic schools, particularly to the town or village High School.
Besides this, individuals have occasionally made bequests to towns
or to school districts, the income of which is to be devoted annu-
ally to the common school, as for inktance, the gift of $1,000 State
of Maine bond by Mahala D. Spaulding to District No. 2, town of
Madison. The'foregoing are given as principle examples of the
local or town school funds, the total revenue from which, as
reported in 1872 to this office, amounted to $14,408.

Voruntary Tax.

The sixth source of school revenue consists in the voluntary
contributions by towns, voted in the annual towp meeting, ad-
ditional to the amount required by law, also additional sums voted
by school districts to prolong the regular term. As these ad-
ditional sums are merely voluntary, their amount will depend upon
various conditions—the general educational interest, the activity



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 31

of one or two individual citizens, the good or poor school work,
the enthusiasm awakened by teachers, &c. This revenue has
generally been from twgnty to thirty per cent. of the amount
required by law. The total excess reported this year is $232,406.

AppitioNAar, REVENUES.

Besides the revenues already mentioned, which may be regarded
as steady sources, there are annual appropriations made by the
State for Teachers’ Institutes, Normal Schools, salartes of State
Superintendent and clerk, printing of annual school reports, circu-
lars, school blanks, postage and traveling expenses of Superin-
tendent—( See “ Fiscal Statement.”’) Being annual appropriations,
they can not be relied upon as constant, The State also con-
tributes more or less yearly to various literary institutions, as
$6,000 to the College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts; $20,000
for new Normal School building, Castine ; $500 to High School,
Frenchville ; $200 to High School, Fort Kent; $600 to Maine
Central Institute, ten years; $600 to Oak Grove Semiuvary, ten
years; $1,300 to Schools of Madawaska Territory; $1OO to library
of State Prison, and other sums to academies, ascertained by
reference to report of State Treasurer. These may be regarded
as private generous deeds of the State, gifts quietly made in the
annual round, as the beneficent business man unostentatiously
contributes to worthy objects. They are testimonials of the giving
heart of the State community. The people are none the poorer
for these benefits. Certainly, as educators, we desire to express
our appreciation and sincere gratitude for the same.

EXPENDITURES.

The expenditures for the present school year, 1872, not being
returned to this office, we must base our analysis on expenses of
1871, that is, on the school year from April 1, 1871, to April 1,
1872, as they appear on the last returns of the school officers.

Aggregate amount expended, $991,607, classed as follows:

1. New school-houses....................... $131,179
2. Private tuition in and out of the State...... 63,420
3. To prolong schools.................... ... 18,164
4. Supervision....... ool . 24,139
5. Fuel, insurance, &c......... i vee. 76,841
6. Wages and board of teachers........ ceeves 682,864
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Throwing out items 1 and 2, the former being a permanent in-
vestment, and the latter a sum paid to parties at present beyond

the control or reach of the school law, @t us consider the remain-
ing items.

TracHERS’ WAGES.

The sum paid to prolong schools is mostly devoted to teachers’
board and wages, so that, adding this to item 6, the gross amoant
expended .in this direction is, in round numbers, $700,000. As
nearly as we can estimate, three-fifths of this sum, $420,000, are
paid for services of teachers, and two-fifths, $280,000, for beard
of same. At first thought this seems to be a large sur for this
purpose, indeed it is the largest in the iterms of expenditures. A
further analysis will reveal to us the fact that this suw, large as it
is in the aggregate, when divided among the thousands of our
teachers and apportioned to the thousands of our school districts
and scparate schools and at last refined to the ultimate particle of
a week’s school work, is reduced to meagre smallness, as com-
pensation for either mental or physical labor. Assuming that there
are as many schools as there are school-houses, by e¢xamining
the reports of the last threc yeavs, which give us returns from
every town and plantation, we find that there are 4,101 public
schools in the State. The average Iength of schools for the entire
year is twenty weeks. This will give us 82,020 weeks school
service each year, for which, exclusive of board, is paid the sum
of $420,000, or $5.12 per week. But in some school-houses there
are two or more teachers, from which we infer that the average
weekly pay for male and female teachers, will be somewhat less
than this. In corroboration of this, by reference to the compara-
tive table, page 54, Appendix, and by estimates drawn therefrom,
it will be found that the average weekly wages of male and
female teachers is $4.56. Further, by referring to this same table,

it will appear that the weekly wages of female teachers in the
State is $3.60. Now if a female teacher instruct both summer
and winter, the twenty weeks of the school year, she will receive
the magnificent sum of $72. That is, if a young woman come into
Maine to teach for a living, each year she will get $72 and her
board for twenty weeks, and for the remaining thirty-two weeks
must pay $74.24, the average teacher’s board being $2.32 per
week. See same table, page 54, Appendix. She will, at the end
of the year, be in debt $2.24, without paying one cent for culture,
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clothing or comfort. In brief, the female teacher in Maine can
not® earn her living by teaching. Worse than this, the average
reported, $3.60, is more than the average compensation of the
country teacher, for this weekly pittance is deduced from the
aggregated averages of towns, villages and cities. Throwing the
latter out of the crucible and completing our analysis with
only the first two elements involved, we find that the ordinary
teacher of country village schocls receives but $3.36 per week
and board. This compensation varies as follows in the several
counties :

Average wages of female teachers in the counties of Maine, excluding the

Sourteen cities.

Androscoggin County ............ $3 32 | Oxford County vovuerevnenansn $3 03
Aroostook e 3 38 | Penobscot  ereecerasaeaes 3 62
Cumberland L 3 10 | Piscatagmis ¢ .............ln 3 14
Franklin L 2 92 | Sagadahoo ¢ L........... .. 371
Hancock € iieveeeees. 3 11| Somerset L, 3 27
Kennebes € iiieeeree.s 3 56 | Waldo e e 2 85
Knox L . 3 02 | Washington ¢ ... ...l 3 90
Lincoln L 3 85 | York i iieiieese.. 393

Again, compare the wages of tcachers with the pay received in
other departments of labor. I am obliged here to draw my list
from the valuable and suggestive annual report of the Bureau of
Statistics of Labor, Massachusetts, as Maine has not yet awaken-
ed to the necessity of such inquiries and facts in their bearing
upon well-being and good government. From the Massachusetts
report, 1872, the following is gleaned.

With Without | Year’s earn-

AGRICULTURE. Board. Board. |ings,average.
Average wages of men per month.........eoen.s $27 52 $44 82 | ...l .
Average wages of women per month ........ ..., 12 17 26 39 $315 00

Domestic Lapor—House Work.

Cooks, per week......oiieiiaienann. 753 [eevevnnn.
Chambermaids, S i aretstrerenas 4 2T {veveenannns
Geveral Housework, ¢ ...l 348 |i.eiien .
Nurseries, L P 409 ..ol v $248 00
Parlor Girls, ¢ F O TR TR 433 j.... ol
Table Girls, e, 443 1.,
Seawstresses, L T 522 Leeauiass,
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Average Wages of Females—Concluded.

With Without | Year’s earn-
Storg AND SanooN Work, Board. Board. |ing, average,
Saleswomen, per week [ETRTTTRN $6 28 $300 00
Saloon, $433 |l 200 00
Dresses AND CLOAKS.
‘Wholesale per week ................................ .. T
Custom, ’ T L 9 93 } 440 00
SHIRTS. .
Cutters, per week..... .. e 10 28 450 00
Machine Operators, per week . 7 88
Designers, - average per week.... ....coocenanfan Cereeas 900 |eeeeinnans .
Engravers, ¢ « e 1288 [eeiinnnnnnns
Telegraphers, <« i R 1000 |.....00euuns
Organists, ¢ ¢ T 16 86 |heeeeneeannn
Music Teachers, ¢¢ ¢« N 11 07 [eevevnennnae
Teachers, ¢ et eaiaeas 8 81 {uerrnnns
Tapestry Workers, average per. week ...................... 800 |.ioviinnnnnn
Window Shades, ¢ T P 800 [vevevensnenn
Umbrellas, ete., A ¢ P T TI12 [eeieniennnne
Printing—Females, average per week evuevennei|enenunnnn. 9 36 |eeesennscnea
CorroN FACTORIES.
Carding Toom «.cvv et cnnr et veneninrneieci]ernraienns . 582 ()
SpInning  “  ceeiiiie i e ie i it e ree s b 64
Dressing ¢ teet i ittt ittt eree it cna]ieeanenn 6 60 812 00
Weaving © ociviiiiiiiiientiiietitciranialicniananns 708 ||
Cloth e 6 42 )
WooLLew MILLS.
W00l HOUSP.vvr venr e vnneoansannnse 6 60
Carding room 5 28
Spinning ¢ 528 ||
Dressing < 10 80 [{ 30000
Weaving  ©¢ 16 62 ||
Furnishing ¢ 9004}
SHOE ESTABLISHMENTS. i
B 05 1T T 144 350 00

In whatever light we view it, therefore, pecuniarily considered,
the business of public school teaching presents no attractive
feature. In itself, the compensation is not sufficient for ordinary
support, while compared with other pursuits it is far inferior. It
will not surprise us to learn, thercfore, that the general quality of
our common school instruction is, on the whole, very far from
being the best. The experienced, skilled teachers, drift inevitably
to the best market, leaving us only raw recruits, without culture
or skill. Those even who have an inclination to teaching in
preference to other callings, under the ¢ bread-and-butter’” and
clothing pressure are compelled to seek a livelihood in other de-
partments of labor. I regret to add that in this sad spectacle of



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. a5

unremunerative compensation to female teachers, Maine holds a
very undesirable rank compared with her sister States. The fol-
lowing has been corrected for the year 1871-2:

Wages of Teachers per Month,

STATES. MALES. FemMAvLES.
ArTRansas . ... .. i et $80 00 $60 00
California . ..o iiii i eee e en 81 33 62 81
Connecticut . oo vt ine e it i i 66 56 32 69
THnois oot e 48 35 36 66
Indiana.......... e et 37 00 28 00
Towa .............. e 36 96 27 16
Kansas.. .coiveinee it iinieiinnnnn, 36 00 27 80
Lounisiana . .oveevne e inreinnnnnnnnn. 112 00 76 00
Maine ................ e 33 17 14. 40
Massachusetts .oovvveevnennrnennnnnn. 6 44 31 67
Maryland ..o *#43 00 |........ ..
Michigan.. ... i 49 92 27 91
Minnesota.. ... oot 33 91 22 45
Mississippi.......oooviien oot #5658 90 | .
Missouri.....ovvtiiii i, 38 00 29 81
Nevada .. ..ottt i ii i 157 41 107 28
Nebraska ....oo v iien. 34 32 33 60
New Hampshire . ........ ..o oot 36 09 20 T1
New Jersey ooevenionii it 57 34 32 43
New York. ..o i it *63 00 ... .... ..
Ohio. . ittt it e e e e 55 63 33 26
Oregon ..o iiit ittt i e 50 00 30 00
Peonsylvania ...... .o iiiiii it 40 03 31 12
Rhode Island............. ... .. i lt. 81 60 36 81
South Carolina...... ..o vt *35 00 [..........
West Virginia........... ... it 34 00 30 50
WisConSIin. ..ot ittt i ettt e 41 17 27 40

* Average wages of Male and Female.

What is the remedy for this serious defect and discreditable
feature in our educational policy? Simply, more money. Ilow
shall we obtain this? First, by larger appropriations or assess-
ments. Second, by the substitution of the ‘ town system’’ in
place of the ‘“district”” non-‘‘ system,’”’ now so general, so as to
afford more nearly continuous annual employment to the better'class
of teachers. Third, by devoting all the money now raised by law
for school purposes to the payment of teachers’ board and wages.

It will be seen by reference to the table, that more than $75,000
were paid from the school mongys for ¢ fuel, repairs, insurance,”’
&c., during the last school year. This item should be defrayed
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by town or school district in the same manner as “school-houses
built,”” and ‘‘ supervision,”” by assessments on property outside of
the regular school tax. An amendment to Section 5, School Laws,
for this purpose, is recommended. It seems reasonable that while
the property of the State and of the towns furnishes the money
for free tuition, the town or district thus favored should provide
suitable educational facilities and conveniences at its own expense.

SCHOOL HOUSES.

The whole number of school-houses in the State is reported to
be 8.868; whole number in good condition, 2,279. More than
one-third are reported as ‘“poor.” When we consider that the
standard of ‘“good condition’ is an extremely low one, often
embracing simply a building with a tight roof, exterior walls
shingled or clapboarded, no broken windows, furniture poor, light
and ventilation worse, ugly walls, patched plasterizg, no black-
boards, no outline maps, charts, globes or books of reference, we
shall readily conclude that the ‘“ good’’ school-houses are some-
what less in number than the ¢ poor’’ ones. Observation cor-
roborates this. Our people, however, are doing better than
heretofore. Many are doing the best they can according to their
ability., The ‘“district system’’ stands in the way of better
school-houses, as many are so small in numbers of inhabitants,
limited in means, that it is really a burden to raise the necessary
funds to erect new ard suitable buildings. The town plan would
generally lessen this burden. This fact has already induced
several towns to abolish the former system and to adopt the latter.
Pembroke and Lisbon have done so with entire satisfaction to the
people.  See those towns in Appendix, and also special report
from Lisbon, under the heading ‘“ District System ’’ in this report.
The number of new school-houses built last year exceeds that of
the previous year. Their cost, also, was more in the aggregate,

but will average about the same for each house.
 More applications for designs, plans and specifications, have
been °received at this office the past year than ever before. As
the plans presented in the Annual Report of State Superintendent
the last three years have been often referred to, the same designs
are repeated in this report. .The principal points to be attained
in a school-room are comfortable seats, good light at sides and
rear of pupils, windows curtained to prevent crossed rays of light,
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and good ventilation., The room should contain cubic space suf-
ficient to afford ten cubic feet of air per minute to each person for
one hour. A school of fifty persous, therefore, will require a room
fifty feet long, forty feet wide, and fifteen high. 1If good venti-
lation be maintained these dimension may be reduced. Rebreathed
air is one of the surest producers of disease. Its influence is most
deleterious, its approach on its death errand is noiseless, it sows
the sceds of disease while lulling its victim to easy stupor, and at
last extinguishes the light of life in the expiring flicker of the
consumptive’s breath. I can not refrain from quoting the follow-
ing from ‘‘ Fireside Science,” for the welfare of our children at
school and at home : .

VENTILATION.

“It is probable that impure or rebreathed airis the greatest.
agent of evil in inducing and rendering fatal pulmonary affections..
The crowded, badly ventilated school-rocom, is eoften the place:
where, early in life, rebreathed air commences its deadly work.
Not one scheol-room in 2 hundred, in this country, is &« fit place.
in which to confine children six or eight hours of the day. The-
little ones are herded together in a promiscuous crowd ; those of
tender years and those mere advanced, the feeble and the strong,
the sickly and the well, are all subjected to the same hours of”
study, the same school discipline, and all breathe the same dele-
terious air. The hardy and the strong may be able to resist the -
influence of the poison; the weak and tender ones grow pale and
haggard, and, struggling on through their school-days, live per-
haps to the age of puberty, and then drop into the consumptive’s .
grave. Will purents never awake to the enormity of this evil ?

Small, ill-ventilated sleeping-rooms, in which rebreathed air is-
ever present, are narseries of consumption. These are not found -
alone in cities and large towns, or among the poor and lowly.
Well-to-do farmers’ daughters and sons in the country—those who .
live among the mountains, where God’s pure air is wholly unde-
filed, are often victims of consumption. How is this explained? -
Liook into their sleeping-rooms; examine into their daily habits of .
life, and the cause 1s made plain. Old-fashioned fire places are
boarded up, rubber window-strips and stoves have found their -
way into the most retired nooks and corners of the land, and the
imprisoned mountain air is heated to a high point, and breathed .
- over aud over during the days and nights of the long winter
months. It is certainly true that girls in the country take less
exercise in the open air than those residing in cities. They appear
to be more afraid of pure, cold air, than city girls. Consamption
is not less rare among females in the country than in cities, in the
present age. It was nct so fermerly. The declarations of grand-
mothers and old pliysicians go to show that fifty years ago con-
sumption was hardly known in the rural districts. The winds
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whistled through the dwellings then, and the fires blazed and
roared upon the hearth. Half the time, in the cold winters,
‘ the backs of the inmates were freezing, while the front parts of
the person were roasting;’ and yet there were less rheumatism
than now, and no consumption.

Whilst we have made changes in dwellings, workshops and
public buildings, which operate to sadly deteriorate and confine
the interior air, the outside atmosphere is just as pure, just as
healthful, as in the days of our ancestors. Let us adopt means to
secure a full measure of this ‘ pabulum of life,” clear, undiluted,
uncontaminated, day and night, during the hours of sleep and
study. Let us live as much as we possibly can in the open air,
and the measure of health will be greatly increased, and life pro-
longed.”

I neetl not here present the various methods of ventilation.
Reference is made to my preceding reports, particularly to that of
1871, and to some of the new school edifices in the State, among
which, the new Intermediate school-house, Brunswick, is one of

the best.

SUPERVISION.

All departments of labor recognize the two facts or necessities
of common laborers or operatives, and of agents, overseers or
inspectors. That is, there must be two classes of laborers, those
who do the work and those who direct how it shall be dore. The
former are operatives, the latter are overseers—supervisors.
Common school work is no exception to the laws governing the
labor of the world. The ship must have its master, its sub-
masters or mates, and its working crew. The cotton factory must
have its agent, its overseers, sundry other ‘“ head-men,”” and its
little host of *‘ operatives.”” The saw mill must have its chief, its
“‘head-stock’’ man, ““tail-stock’’ man, and its common “ mill-men.”’
The school-room must have its operatives—the teachers, and their
superiors—the town school officers. Were only the fowns inter-
ested in the education of youth, the list of officers would probably
close here. But the State rightly claims that the whole State
community has a vital interest in securing the intelligence of its
citizens ; has a right and a dufy in the matter, and so decrees that
education shall be. Ilence follows a State system of public
instruction, implying legislative acts or school laws for the accom-
plishment of certain definite educational purposes. To see that
these laws are properly carried out, to observe their bearings and
influences, to provide proper blanks for school officers, to receive
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and compile their reports and to present school statistics, to
investigate the school systems of other States and Nations, and
to make suggestions bearing upon this important public interest,
Boards of Education and offices of Commissioner of Public In-
struction, and of Superintendent of Common Schools, are estab-
lished. Such boards of officers represent the supervision which
the State exercises in this department of work. Hence, we have
two kinds of supervision, town and State. In some of the States
an intermediate agency is employed, termed district commission
or county supervision. For the purpose of consideration in this
report, I shall present them in the following order: 1st, Town or
City Supervision; 2d, State Supervision; and 3d, County or Dis-
trict Supervision.

Town axp Ciry SUPERVISION.

The total amount paid for town supervision of schools is
reported to be $24,139.. This is about two per cent. of the current
school expenditures. This amount is paid for the supervision of
4,101 schools; or, allowing two terms annually, for 8,202 school
terms, or 82,620 weeks of school. This gives $3.00 for super-
vision to each term. Some towns, however, pay much more than
others. The following list embraces all that pay $200 and upward
annually for school supervision :

School Houses. School Houses,
Auburn........ $500..... 28 | Rockland...... $600. . ... 11
Lewiston...... 2,000..... 30 | Waldoboro’.... 211..... 32
Portland ....... 300..... 13 Bangor........ 1,360..... 34
Augusta ....... 300..... 29 [Bath.......... 500..... 17
Gardiner ....... 225..... 15 {Calais......... 500..... 13
Waterville...... 200..... 19 |Saco.......... 289..... 16

The total paid by these twelve towns is $6,985 for 514 terms.
This will leave $17,154 for 7,688 terms, or $2.23 as the ordinary
compensation per term in 400 towns of the State. The law
requires that ‘“one or more of the school committee shall visit
each school at least twice in summer and twice in winter,”’ mean-
ing, I presume, twice each school term. If the visitations are
made by a singlé person, this would afford a fair compensation,
provided the traveling expenses were paid in addition to this.
Generally the school inspector cannot visit more than two schools
each day, if he proposes to do his work well ; and for this service,
on the above calculation, he would receive $2.23. The average
traveling expenses, team, &c., may reasonably be placed at $1.50,




40 COMMON SCHOOLS.

certainly not less than this per diem. For his professional day’s
service, therefore, he will realize the sum of 73 cents ! The statute
however allows school committees and supervisors to charge one
dollar and fifty cents a day and all necessary traveling expenses.
Evidently that limit has not yet been reached. The minimum
amount contemplated by the law for this service has never been
paid by the towns. There are several reasons for this. First,
there is often an aversion on the part of the people to school in-
spection. Many persons prefer to be ““let alone.” The school
belongs to ‘‘ourdistrict,”’ they say. ‘‘We hire our own teachers and
we know what kind of a school we want. If any trouble arises,—
any stubborn case of insubordination,—any difficulty that we can-
not settle among ourselves, we will send for you. Meanwhile
you can attend to your personal business.”” Sometimes this dis-
position extends over an entire town, and the annual March meet-
ing will witness a vote that ¢‘the school-committee of this town
are hereby instructed not to visit the public schools the coming
year, except when summoned.”” Again, there hag existed a feel-
ing that some or all members of the committee have visited schools
oftener than duty or necessity required, possibly with an eye upon
the ‘““fee’” as well as upon the school. The final result is an
unpleasant discussion over the ‘‘bill”’ of the committee at the
“ March meeting.”’

Furthermore, there has been a very common impression that
the “committee-men’’ did not know much more about schools and
methods of teaching than some other people,—that they have not
kept themselves well informed in matters pertaining to educational
progress,—that they were behind the teackers in the *“ theory and
art of teaching,”” and ““school economy’’ generally, and therefore
that their labors or visits were of but little value to the school;
sometimes even a hindrance to its progress, in repressing ‘‘new
ways’’ in teaching, and in calling back the ‘“old.”” On the other
hand, the *“ committee-man’’ has often felt that his labors have not
been appreciated,—that he was expected to give his time and
services as a matter of charity,—that he was considered as assum-
ing too much *“ authority,”” putting on * official airs.”” His labors
were well intended, but not well received. Whatever these feel-
ings may be on both sides, bluntly expressed in some instances,
thoroughly felt in other cases, the fact is that the service generally
has been poorly, reluctantly paid, and consequently has been
poorly, hesitatingly performed. We need in our school-work
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more thorough and better paid supervision. The faithful teacher
asks for it, that his good work may be appreciated. The inex-
perienced and indifferent need it, that they may either be directed
and corrected or discharged from their responsible office. The
school system itself demands this inspection, or public instruction
will prove far inferior to private. The following suggestions are
made with a view to improve this element in our school system.
First, a clear distinction should be made, and in business is made,
between agencies of authorify and agencies of erecution. In a.
bank corporation, the directors hold the power, the cashier is the
execuitve officer. The latter is responsible to the former, and they
in turn are subject to the stockholders. In school matters, the
committee hold the power, delegated by the town. This is well.
These officers ought to hold the authority, ought to examine and
qualify teachers, ought to employ them, ought to consider all
cases of insubordination in school, and to have the power of
expellirg pupils and dismissing teachers for good cause. DBut the
inspection of schools should be dore by a single individual. 1Ile
may be a member of the committee. Better, however, that he be
selected by the committee outside of that body, and thus two or
more towns could unite upon one person of acknowledged ability
and experience, while the inspector thus selected would have
continuous employment and satisfactory remuneration. The pres-
ent custom of dividing a town into three sections and assigring
one portion of the town to one member of the board, a second to
another, and the remainder to a third, should be abandoned. These
gentlemen do not have the same standard for a ““ good school.”
Hence their annual reports will be unjust both to school and to
teacher. What would be represented as a good school in one section
of the town, might be considered as medium or tnferior under the
observation and inspection of another member of same committee.
We therefore have neither unity of work, nor justness of expression
in the annual report. One man (or woman) should perform the en-
tire work of school inspection in a town or city. Educators agree
upon this point. The testimony of the School Committee of Lew-
iston—fourteen members—is here presented: - We regard the
success of the plan of having a single mind to superintend the
schools of the city, under the direction of the School Committee,
as so clear and satisfactory, that it should on no account be laid
aside. No department of the city administration is so important
and embraces so far-reaching interests as this; none demands so
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careful, constant and intelligent superintendence to secure the
best results. As we have heretofore taken occasion to remark, it
is utterly impossible that any school board, composed of however
intelligent and earnest men, having each his own private business
to attend to, can alone properly care for the school interests of a
city of so large a population as Lewiston. Nothing short of the
employment. of one- man of ample qualifications, to devote his
whole time to this work, can secure adequate results. We repeat
therefore that Lewiston cannot afford hereafter to dispense with so
much needed an officer as a Superintendent of Schools.” This is
a vitally weak point in the educational work of most of our four-
teen cities in Maine. By reference to page 39, it will be seen that
Lewiston ($2,000) and Bangor ($1,360) alone pay anything like
an adequate sum for this necessary service. I trust that our other
cities and towns will imitate the good example set by these two.

Again, the school inspector should be continued in office or
in the business as long as possible. This presumes, of course,
that he is well qualified for the work. IHe should not be sub-
ject to annual election, thus rotating experience out and inex-
perience in. The business of school supervision is one that de-
mands a large, broud, generous culture,—a ripe experience,
ready executive ability, and the finest discernment and tact to
meet the various conditions of school-work, and to mould and

ransform, without destroying the interest of scholars and parents
and discouraging the teacher. This implies a life-work, and is
completely annulled when shifted annually from one person to
another. - We trust that the town or towns will soon abandon
the present division and sub-division of this important trust, and
will devolve the work of schooi inspection upon a single compe-
tent person, with adequate remuneration.

A few words should be added here in relation to the present
qualifications of the school committees for their offices. Generally
_ they are not qualified for the positions held by them. I know that
they feel that they are not. Generally selected from the profes-
sions, because they are superior in point of culture or scholarship
to the general community, they perform tolerably well the duty
of examining teachers, ascertaining their general literary qualifi-
cations, and granting or withholding the necessary certificate.
They know but little of the executive ability of the teacher in the
school-room. This can be ascertained only by personal visitation
while the school is in session. The doctor, (one member of the
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committee,) in his rounds of visitation to the sick, has but little
time for this. The lawyer, ( another member,) busy with deeds
and court documents in his own office, finds more congenial em-
ployment and better pay out of school than in it, and can hardly
be expected to enter the school-room unless some *trouble”
summons him there. The clergyman, ( third member,) is tired
Monday, because he preached Sunday, and is more weary Tuesday
at the thoughts of the two sermons he must write for the next
Sabbath ; besides, pastoral duties must be attended to. And,
indeed, it must be said that even if one or all of these gentlemen
do visit the school, they simply visit it, they look af the school,
not ¢nto and through it with a sharp eye and a master’s intro-
spection. The teacher is complimented for her good work, but is
not corrected -in her poor work. The ready recitations of the
bright scholars draw an approving smile, while no measures are
suggested to awaken the interest and draw out the abilities of the
moderate and sluggish pupil. ‘“Irrepressible’’ arithmetic and
parsing are allowed to absorb the larger part of the time and
nergies of the school; no change is made in the course of study
in favor of object and oral instruction, free-hand drawing, and the
elements of natural science and of physiology. No reduction is
made in the too numerous classes, while diversity of text-books is
corrected to the extent of a suggestion that the scholars ought
not to have so many different books. No fresh element of “‘ new
methods”’ signalizes the inspection of the school examiner, and
so the untaught multitude plod on. This is the general experi-
ence, and it is not mentioned here in contemptuous disparagement
of service rendered by committees, but as a statement of the fact,
patent to observers, acknowledged by committees themselves, and
known and felt by the community. The remedy must be sought
in some additional agency, such as county or district supervision.
With all these short-comings, inherent in a system of divided
responsiblity, feeble sympathy and poor pay, the services of the
town committees are valuable,—the offize as representing the
town in its watchful care over the youth, is indispensable. For
ordinary educational interests the committees generally are com-
posed of the best men in town. The clerical, statistical part of
their duties are performed with fair accuracy. The returns have
been promptly made to this office in a majority of cases. A few
towns will lose pecuniarily by the negligence of these officers.
In extenuation of this neglect, it'is proper to say, that this is due
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largely to the failure on the part of district agents to make the
proper returns required by law to the committees or supervisors.
.In my personal intercourse with the school officers, at teachers’
institutes, in educational conventions, school visitaticns, &c., the
warmest sympathy and heartiest encouragement have been extended
by these gentlemen. I Znow that their heart and head are right in
this noble cause. The following suggestions have been made in
the official returns to this office, and are here presented as indi-
cating the opinions and requests of that portion of our active
citizens, who, more than any others, are brought intc direct
contact with our public school system.

Cax YOU SUGEEST ANY AMENDMENTS TO THE ScH0OL LAWS OF THE
Srare ?

Lishon-—Something should be done to allow committees to
take more prompt action in regard to disorderly scholars. Under
the present law the mischief is done before the conumiitecs reach
the case. Then the whole school is disturbed by an investi-
gation, and if the scholar is expelled, there is never any end to
the ill-feeling engendered. This might be easily remcdied by
giving committees power to suspend scholars on complaint of the
teacher, and restore them on evidence of repentance, without
making the matter so public, and causing everybody to take sides
in the case. _

Leeds—Uniformity of text-books.

Livermore—Committees should employ teachers.

Minot—State uniformity of text-books.

Poland—Add to that Section, as to which town shall have juris-
diction where a school district is formed from two or more towns,
the following words, to wit: ‘“ And when the school-houses of the
district are not in one town, then the jurisdiction shall belong to
the oldest town.”

Dalton—Revive county supervision,

Fort Kent—Restore the supervisor system,

Littleton—S. S. Committee should employ teachers.

Presque Isle—Have towns own and control the school-houses.
A return to county supervisor. Compulsory attendance.

4lva pl.—We think it a great mistake abolishing the office of
county supervisors. We also think it much better for 3. S. Com-
mittees to employ teachers in all cases.

Crystal pl.—Compulsory attendance.

Casco—State uniformity of text-books. Apportion school money
in districts according to attendance.

Cumberland—I would suggest that there be provision for a more
equal division of the school meoney. Every school should have at
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least 16 weeks school, and $150 to expend. Some of our districts
draw $336, while others draw $50. The 10 per cent. does not
give encugh. The larger districts have the advantage. One paid
$60 per mouth, while another smaller one could pay but $20 for a
male teachor. A wrong to him and to the district. Give us 20
per cent. to divide among the smaller districts.

Falmeuih—Compulsory attendance. State uniformity of text-
books, including cities.

Gray—-Uniformity of text-books.

Hurpswell—State uniformity of text-books; towns to furnish
the same. Not more than four grades of readers.

Harrison—Five assistant superintendents with an increased per
diem pay of town superintendents. As long as towns refuse to
pay their superintendents enough to pay their horse-hire, it is of
but little use for State or County Supervisors to attempt to spur
them into activity. The thing wrll drag.

Pownal—There ought to be a law relating to obstinately diso-
bedient scholars, giving the school committee or the municipal
officers power to place them in the Reform School; and that said
law should be obligatory on said officers.

Windham—TUbniformity of text-books published by the State.
A law to compel children to attend schoo! three months during the
year, the ages of 12 and 14 included.

Yarmouth—Make it the duty of some officer to see that school
agents do their duty.

Avon—Ugniformity of text-beoks; also a law to compel scholars
to attend school.

Chesterville—All school-houses should be built and owned by
the town, instead of by school districts, as now authorized by law,
thereby avoiding all district controversy.

Jay—Uniformity of text-books.

Kingficld—Restere County Supervisors.

Phillips—A law compelling the punctunal attendance of children
between the ages of six and sixteen years, and fines and penalties
impesed upon parents and guardians for neglect to send children
of the above age to school. ’

Weld—Compulsory attendance, uniformity of text-books, and
hiving of teachers by 8 8. Committee ; our'schools certainly were
better the year when this was done, than before or since.

Wilton—The town is unanimous for uniformity of “text-books.”

FEastbrook—To provide text-books at the expense of town or State.

Franklin—State uniformity of text-books, free high schools and
compulsory attendance.

Gouldsboro’—I would have the commitiee select and hire teach-
ers, and compel scholars to attend school.

Hancock—School books furnished by the State. A county
committee of three or more to take the place of county supervisors.
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Abolish town committees, and put the whole supervision of schools
into the hands of said county committee ; let certificates given by
said committee hold good within the county for at least three
years. School money distributed to the districts in proportion to
the average attendance compared with the whole number of schol-
ars within the district.

Penobscot—A law, with a penalty of five dollars on the assess-
ors, for drawing orders on town treasurer in favor of teachers who
do not send in their registers to the proper officers, complcted and
signed.

Sullivan—Abolish the district’ system, at least so far as school
agents hiring teachers is concerned ; also uniformity of text-books
is needed here, which we never shall have, unless regulated by
the State.

Long Island pl.—State uniformity of text-books.

Swan’s Island pl.—State uniformity of text-books.

No. 10 pl.—Compulsory attendance.

Augusta—A law compelling all children to attend somne school
a portion of the year.

Chelsea—Compulsory attendance. We need better teachers.
Teachers need to see the importance of attending Normal Schools
and lInstitutes, to qualify themselves for their work.

China—Uniformity of text-books, better teachers, and better
supervision,

Clinton—Uniformity of text-books. That we have coanty com-
missioners (or officers) to establish the bounds of districts, or
dispense with the present district system, thereby ridding our
State of those too common nuisances-~small schools. That teach-
ers who neglect to present themselves at the regular examination
shall pay a reasonable sum for their examination.

Gardiner—The Prussian system of compelling attendance until
the age of fifteen years.

Litchfield—The amendment passed last winter regarding the
duties of school agents is not right, or it ¢nly applies when agents
are also employed; consequently we have no notice when the

" committee select teachers. In order to make things harmonize,
it should be the duty of agents to notify commitice of the desire
of their several districts, as to time of setting up schools, &e.

Monmouth—Compulsory attendance of pupils between the ages
of ten and sixteen years.

Sidney—Uniformity of text books. Authorize the S. S. Com-
mittee to hire teachers. If a school agent neglects to do his duty,
make penalty five dollars, to be added to his money tax.

Vassalboro’—That there be a fine attached to the failure of
agents making their reports to S. S. Committee of the name and
age of scholars in their district. :

Vienna—A re-enactment of the county supervisor law.
Wayne—Restore county supervision.
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West Gardiner— Abolish the district system, and have State
uniformity of text-books.

Winslow—Compel districts to hold their annual meetings in
March and the agents to make their returns by the 15th of April.
Let the employment of teachers be intrusted to a committee in
cities and large villages, but leave it in the hands of the district
agents in the more thinly settled districts. Let the school money
be apportioned so as to give each scholar an equal amount of
schooling, instead of 25 or 30 days to one district and 90 or 100
in another. TUniformity of text-books.

Winthrop—Compulsory attendance.

Camden—A practical truant law for villages. Compulsory
attendance and State uniformity of text-books.

Thomaston—Allow superintending school committees more pay.
A more rigorous and severe truant law, to be vigorously enforced.

Boothbay—Compulsory attendance of all scholars between seven
and eighteen years of age, and a law to punish truancy.

Damariscotta—S. S. Committee and Supervisors to employ
teachers. Compulsory attendance.

Dresden—A penal statute against selectmen of towns and city
authorities granting any order to teachers for their services, who
have not returned their school registers as required by law, notice
of which shall be given said selectmen and authorities by the S,
S. Committee or Supervisor in writing ; for the reason that select-
men have granted orders to teachers who have made no.return of
their registers, and teachers care not a fig after receiving their
orders, thus causing a great deal of perplexity to the 8. 3. Com-
mittee in making up their returns to State Superintendent.

Jefferson—Uniformity of text-books by legislative authority
throughout the State; what series, to be designated by State
Superintendent, with such assistance as he may desire to call.

Newcastle—More salury for the supervisors and teachers, and
uniformity of text-books. )

Nobleboro’~—Require the agents to be chosen in March, ( instead
of “ March or April,”’) and to make their returns ta the S. S. Com-
mittee on or before the 10th of April;

Somerville—Enforce the present laws.

Wiscasset—State aid to graded schooks.

Bethel—A law for compulsory attendance of scholars. Some
agency which shall confer with 8. 8. Committees and of the several
towns one or more times each year for their improvement.

Denmark—A prompt return to the system of county supervisor-
ship, or its equivalent, and a more stringent truant law,

Grafton—An appropriation for the benefit of poor children in
the small towns of the State, would be quite as timely, show as
much legislative wisdom, and be of as much public benefit, as to
endow colleges, seminaries and academies, that seem to be for the
_children of a class who are able to support those institutions with-
out State aid.




[}

48 COMMON SCHOOLS.

Hiram—The census of scholarg to be taken by the Selectmen
when they take the inventory; and it should be taken May Ist,
when nearly all scholars will have settled, or located where they
are to remain and attend school during the year. This will secure
the money of many scholars where they attend school. Abolish
the district system. Increase the amount to be raised by towns to
$1.25. Pass a general truant law, and make the dry bones of idle-
ness, stinginess and old fogyism rattle. The tax-payers having
paid taxes to build bridges, repair roads or educate children, have
a right to demand that it shall be properly applied for the purpose
indicated, and the scholars compelled to attend school.

Mason—Restore the county supervisor system, or abolish all
laws relating to schools.

Mexico—Yes; carry out the plan recommended by you in a
circular I have seen, doing away with the district system.

Ozford—State uniformity of school-books. Compulsory at-
tendance. A law imposing penaltics on district agents for wilful
negleet of duty in failing to make the proper returns as required
by law.

Paris—Abolition of districts. Compulsory attendance.

Stow—Uniformity of text-books throughout the State, and a
compulsory attendance.

Sweden—Uniformity of text-books. Compulsory attendance of
schulars between the ages of six and sixteen.

Waterfurd—Compulsory attendance upon those scholars who
are themselves disinclined to attend school, or whose parents take
no interest or make no effort to send them. )

Millon pl.—We have some scholars that do not attend school on
account of their parents not being able to clothe them suitably;
for this reason and some others, we are in favor of compulsory
attendance, with power to clothe and furnish books, &c., at the
expgnse of towns and plantations.

Bradford—Yes ; uniformity of text-books, at least, in each
county, if not the State, and that they be furnished by the State.
The State has an equal interest with the parent in the education
of the young, and there is no reason why the cost of text-books
should not be shared equally, as now the burden rests heaviest
upon poor parents. .

Bradley—Compel habitual truants to attend school three months
per year.

Burlinglon—Compulsory attendance, uniformity of text-books
throughout the State, and that all school property be owned by the
town, and schools regulated by the town and S. S. Committee.

G'reenbush—Compulsory attendance for those scholars that the
law compels us to be taxed for; that is, reckon only those as
scholars who attend school. We might as well put in our horses
and hogs to draw money, as to put in those that do not attend
school.  Why compel us to raise money for children who do not
and will not go to school ?
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Hampden—A return to a system of county supervision similar
to that abolished by the ‘“parliamentum indoctum,” which dis-
graced the State during the last session of the Legislature.

Hudson—Support the schools wholly by the State, in place of a
town tax for that purpose.

Kenduskeag—Abolish the district system entirely; districts are
a costly and entirely useless incumbrance. Towns, whether dis-
tricted or not, should support all the schools, and build and main-
tain all school-houses. Districts, as such, should be in no sense,
or for any purpose, a corporate body. Towns should be compelled
to give all scholars equal length of schools, not discriminating in
favor or against any districts by giving to one district greater
length of school-terms than another., When school districts are
abolished, the school property should be vested unqualifiedly in
the town, instead of being assessed and divided, and if the town
re-districts the town afterward, it chould furnish each district with
a suitable school-house; this would avoid the friction likely to
arise under the present law from want of harmony of action in the
several districts abolished. Repeal the last clause of Section 40
of the School Laws, which provides for forfeiture of the school-
house, as it stands directly in the way of abolishing the school
district system by towns. Towans should be required by law to
print the reports of school officers with the financial reports of the
town, g0 that they may be in the hands of the citizens on the day
‘of the annual town meeting. Make the school age from five to
eighteen years.

Lagrange—Yes ; a law establishing uniformity of text-books
throughout the State; said books to be printed under the super-
vision of State officers. :

Les—@Give us State uniformity of text-books, at lowest possible
price. Abolish the district system ; put the employment of teachers
into the hands of 8. 8. Committee. Give us again county super-
vision, two at least for Penobscot ccunty, so that their influence
may be felt in the more remote places.

Levant—TUniformity of text-books.

Mount Chase—Yes ; uniformity of text-books, the same to be
furnished at cost by the State.

Orono—Yes ; but what’s the use ?

Orrington— Uniformity of text-books in the State.

Abbot—Do away with the district system. Restore county
supervision.

Parkeman—As this is the last time that T shall address you, I
would have a law leaving it entirely to State Superintendent
to have the entire control of our schools as long as there is any
Carleton blood left. Uniformity of text-books, county supervision,
compulsory attendance, and all other things, necessary to make
good scholars.

4
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Arrowsic—1. State uniformity of text-books. 2. School age
from six to eighteen, but permit scholars over eighteen to attend
school if well disposed. 3. Compulsory attendance.

Phipsburg—Let the State authorities have more power in regard
to the expenditure of the school money. Provide by law that
school district meetings for the choice of @gents shall require a
majority of legal voters in the district to constitute a quorum for
business.

West Bath—State uniformity of text-books. No child under six
years of age to attend school. ~ A penalty on agents for neglect of
duty, or abolish the system.

Athens—A law that will secure regular and constant attendance;
a law to encourage the building of school-houses ; a law that gifts
from the State shall go to aid common schools, and not particular
institutions; a more stringent law for the protection of school-
houses.

Bingham—Would have cominittee hire teachers.

Brighton—I would suggest a uniformity of books throughout
the State; and thai the supervisor or committee should proceed
the 15th day of April in each year to take the number of scholars
in each district that were not furnished before that day, that
he may have report in by the first day of May.

Cambridge—TYes, T can. Keep that Carleton at home, and do
over again what he and other such school men undid. I suggest’
that we, as a State, ‘“ go forward,’”” and take a stand and rank with
our sister States—DMagss,, Illinois, New York, and others. 1 am
ashamed, all the time ashamed, that we are twenty-five years
behind other States. It is evident to me that what we need ih
this State, in order to rank with other States in public education,
is to adopt the improvements they have made. Why do we per-
sist in keeping so far behind them? Why don’t we come up into
front rank among them? Why don’t we know our own interests
as a State? Why will we so crush our educators,—those who are
laboring aund striving to lift us up? Why will we not come to
their aid, and bold up their hands 7 Why will we not go onward
and upward with them, and fully co-operate and sustain them?
It tries me, saddens me, disheartens me, to see the coldness and
ignorance and folly of some who go, but ought not to, to our
Legislature. Does any intelligent educator doubt that we need
in this State—1st, State, county and town superintendents? 2d,
State uniformity of text-books, furnished by the State. 8d, Aboli-
lition of districts, and graded schools instead ; and as a conse-
quence, teachers employed by the supervisor or committee. I am
much in favor of the new method of examining teachers, of giving
certificates, and wish every town had a book of certificates. I am
impatient to have the State adopt all which our State Superin-
tendent has recommended.

Canaan—Assessors to take the number of scholars at time of
taking inventory.
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Concord—Divide the school money according to attendance ; not
according to the number of scholars.

Cornuville—If the S. S. Committee are required by law to appoint.
suitable times and places for examination of teachers, it would
seem proper that it should be made imperative on the part of
teachers to attend on such examination days, under penalty of
‘paying $1.00, before receiving their requisite certificates. State
uniformity of text-books.

Detroit—The school reports of committees and supervisors of
towns should be printed and distributed to every family in town,
80 as to enable parents to judge of the faithfulness of these officers,
and also to awaken more interest with them, if possible. This
should be, we belicve, a requirement of the law.

Iairfield—Compulsory attendance. We have no law by which
the 8. 8. Committees can compel scholars to attend school, and we
think the State is losing a vast amount in point of education, for
the want of some law to compel scholars to attend school.

Harmony—We would recommend a State uniformity of school-
books, and the abolition of the district system.

Mayfield—1t is but poor encouragement to suggest or make
amendments when our legislators so easily unmake some of our
best laws for the advancement of our schools. We need uni-
formity of text-books, thorough supervision, and all the mouney
that the people can in any way spare for educational purposes.

Palmyra—One graded free high school that would gather in
from 1 to 6 of the more advanced scholars of the several districts ;
such a law would, if enforced, grade every school district in town,
and add from 30 to 50 per cent. to the proficiency of the schools.

Piltsfield—Satisfied that the S. S. Committee could make the
schools 50 per cent. better by employing the teachers.

Smithfield—The most required amendment to the School Laws
of the State of Maine, at the present time, is a uniformity of text-
books throughout the State.

Burnhom—=State uniformity of text-books. A law requiring
scholars between 6 and 14 years of age to attend school at least
three months in a year.

Montville—W e suggest that a change be made in the laws which
recognizes children as scholars at 4 years of age ; we think 6 years
young enough to subject them to the confinement and discipline
of the school-room. Also furnish the Maine Journal of Education
or some other educational work to every teacher actively employed
in the State.

Prospect—Make uniformity of text-books.

Searsmont—We need uniformity of text-books. Some law re-
quiring parents to send their scholars to school more than they do
at present. We need more money, more interest on the part
of parents, teachers and school’officers, and a better class of
teachers.
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Troy—A uniformity of text-books. A High School established
in every town, to be run one term every fall, of ten weeks, at the
expense of the State.

Unity—State uniformity of text-books.

Alexander—Yes ; that towns be compelled to supply each school
in town with a uniform series of text-books at the public expense;
we want town uniformity, and not State uniformity of text-books.
Let the district system be abolished and the whole matter left with
the Committee. '

Calais—Compulsory attendance.

Centerville—Uniformity of text-books ; to be furnished at cost to
the towns by the State. We see no trouble in this, only to book-
sellers, who are getting rich at our expense, and as long as we
have such a wise Legislature (?7) we have got to support them.

Columbia—State uniformity of text-books, they to be published
by the State, or at least, the State to own the copyright, and books
to be furnished at cost. Give us something in place of the county
supervisors—better, if possible. Compulsory attendance. Super-
vision of schools by town officers better done, under penalty, and
better paid.

Crawford—We think if we are obliged by law to pay taxes to
keep schools in operation, the parents should be compelled to send
their children to school.

Harrington—Uniformity of text-books; the State to own the
copyright, and furnish. the books at cost. Compulsory attend-
ance.

Jonesboro'—We need some law that will lessen the number of
truants ; there is a mistake somewhere in having so many children
growing up in ignorance.

Jonesport—Abolish the district system.

Lubec—Restore the county supervisorship. Compulsory at-
tendance. Give the employment of teachers to the school com-
mittee.

Machiasport—That there should be a uniformity of text-books
throughout the State, to be furnished by the town at a nniform
price. That committees or supervisors should employ the teachers.
That the district system be abolished, and the town control all the
school property.

Milbridge—We would suggest that children become pupils at
the age of six years, instead of four, as the law now stands.

Northfield—1. Abolish the district system by legislative enact-
ment, it will never be done by towns, -except in a few cases. It is
the hydra-headed monster that stands in the way of our educational
advancement in the rural districts, precluding all possibility of
establishing any system of graded schools, and makes any attempt
at classification almost impossible. Its only tendency at present
is to disunite the people, engender strife and contention in the
different dlstrlcts, finally resulting in the complete prostratlon of
all interest in educational matters whatever.
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2. Re-establish county supervision, or emact some other that
will serve as good purpose.

3. A law making it a crime for the municipal officers to draw an
order or pay a teacher until they have positive evidence that their
register has been properly filled and deposited with the S. S. Com-
mittee.

Pembroke—Restore county supervisors. A stringent truant law.
Uniformity of text-books. A law compellivg young teachers to
attend Normal School, and one by which members of Superin-
tending School Committee shall be disqualified to teach school in
their own town.

Berwick—Make attendance compulsory for a certain time of all
between the ages of 8 and 16.

Dayton—State uniformity of text-books. Make it compulsory
for towns to print the report of the 8. S. Committee.

Sanford—Yes; revive the law in regard to county supervisors,
Make a law to compel scholars, when well, to attend school. Fine
the parents for neglect of their duty.

The abolition of the supervisor system was most unwise legis-
lation, and I fully believe the people will soon demand its resto-
ration. It was the worst blow the cause of education has received
for yeurs. DBetter abolish the Legislature than to submit to such
legislation. Respectiully, George H. Brown.

StATE SUPERVISION.

State school supgrvision should be based upon the same princi-
ple as town supervision—namely, a Board, invested with authority,
and an executive officer, who shall be Secretary of the Board and
Superintendent of Public Instruction. As to the latter officer the
present law of the State seems to me ample and sufficient, except
that the salary is inferior. This should certainly be equal tothat
paid in first class High Schools. [t is now much less than that,—
less even than what the State pays to its Normal School princi-
pals. For duties of this officer, see School Laws, section 71, items
first to eighth. At present he is without aid or counsel, except
such as may be generously given by educators, or by the Com-
mittee of Public Instruction in the Board of Executive Councilors.
The duties of this committee, however, appear to be limited
chiefly to the auditing of Normal School accounts and those of the
State Superintendent, and such specific duties as special legisla-
tion may determine. In conmection with the Governor they con-
stitute the Board of Oversight fol the two Normal Schools, but
are not required to make any report. They have no positively de-
clared connection with the public school system and are in no way

v
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advisory councilors for the State Superintendent in this broad
field. Formerly we had a Board of Education. This was abolished
in 1852 and a board of county commissioners established instead.
The law creating the latter was repealed in 1854 and the present
form of State Superintendency established in place thereof. This
office however was only an itinerancy, ‘ without local habitation,”’
even if it had a name. In 1862 it came near sharing the over-
throw of teachers’ institutes and normal schools. It continued a
precarious existence, with poor pay and small popular sympathy
till 1868, when a few legislators, wisely and enthusiastically inter-
ested in the educational welfare, re-organized and re-established
the State Superintendency on a broader, firmer basis, gave it a
home in the Capitol and elevated it to the dignity of a State de-
partment. It lacked however the encouraging and balancing
influence of an appreciative board of advisors. This was secured
the following year by the establishment of county supervision, a
board of sixteen men, one for each county. These constituted an
active Board of Education, a connecting link of influence between
the State Superintendent and the local committees, and an efficient
working force in the schools with the teachers and among the
people. The short-sightedness of ignorance, the jealous suspicion
of political partisanship and the inefficiency of one or two mem-
bers of the board, contributed to its abolition in 1872. However
discouraging and thoroughly disheartening at times to the earnest
and hopeful educator these changes in the past may have been,
a marked advance has been made from the period of no supervision
to the present condition. The world moves, though apparently
still. Public education is a plant of growth and time is an element
in its development. In supervision, at first we had none; then
a Board, an auwthorilative body ; this was followed by a working
force, county commisioners; within two years this yielded to an
execulive, suggestive, statistic-collecting officer, State Superintendent,
subsequently delegated with positive powers; again later, an
authorilative, working board, the county supervisors, was added
to the State Superintendency, and the two agencies working in
barmony for three years, recally accomplished more in elevating
the quality of teaching and school inspection, in awakening and
informing the public mind, and in disclosing to legislators the
discreditable condition of the public schools than any means ever
before adopted. It was hoped by educators that these joint agen-
cies, modified as experience and occasion demanded, confirmed
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by happy results in our own and other States, would be con-
tinued by force of statute enactment. As in 1862, the periodic
epidemic of conservative retrogression in the Legislature carried
off teachers’ institutes and normal schools and reduced the State
Superintendency to a mere skeleton—so, ten years later, in the
Legislature of 1872, a similar malarious influence swept off county
supervision, the most efficient agency Maine ever had in the line
of active school inspection. The loss abridged immeunsely the
influence of the Superintendent with committees and teachers,
disheartened the committees themselves and drove our best teach-
ers, seeking for recoguition of good labors, for promction, either
into other occupations or to other States. This leads me to con-
sider the third form of supervision—namely, intermediate

Couxty or DiIsTRICT SUPERVISION.

By this, we mean some form of intermediate agency between
and connecting the State Buperintendency ard town supervision,
in behalf of and representing the interests and searching inspection
of the State. This agency may be similar to the late county
supervision——one man for each county, sixteen in all—or it may
embrace a larger number, for instance, two men in some of the
larger counties ; or it may be reduced in number, say ten members,
two for each Congressional Representative District, or five mem-
bers, one for each district just mentioned. The establishment and
continued existence of this intermediate agency in more than
twenty other States, would seem to establish the necessity of such
an organization in the opinion of cur most practical educators.
We do not propose to present anew our previous arguments in
favor of county supervision. As a part of our school system, this
element is invaluable. As presenting both the duties and benefity
of this agency, the following extract from my Report of 1871, is
here made :

““1st. An increased interest among the people in relamon to
public educuation.

2d. Encouraging systematic efforts on the part of educators and
school officers.

8d. An improvement in the scholarship of teachers, and in the
quality of their instruction. The institute examinations of the two
past years present an advance in scholarship ranging from ten to
twenty-five per cent., as shown by the graded certificates.

4th. More mtclugmt supervision ou the part of town com-
mittees.
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5th. A quick appreciation and promotion of those who are like-
ly to prove,our best teachers.

6th. Increasing indirectly the average attendance of scholars.
Three years ago the average attendance was forty-two per cent. of
census number ; the past year it was fifty per cent.

7th. Raising the compensation of teachers.

8th. Furnishing the State with a number of competent institute
instructors. Three years ago we were unable to find a man with-
in the limits of the State, who had sufficient experience and confi-
dence to take the conductorship and instruction of a five days’
institute, During the past year, all the institutes have been .
managed-——and generally very successfully—by home forces, chief-
ly by the County Supervisors, trained to action by service in the
school field during the past three years.

9th. The whole board of supervisors from their close contact
with the schools, constitute a most practical and efficient Board of
.Education to confer with the legislative ‘Committee on Edu-
cation,’” to suggest modifications of the scheol laws, and to aid in
the understanding of the same on the part of the people, and in
their acceptance.

10th. Elevating and sustaining public sentiment in a higher
educational tone, and in general quickening the whole body politle
to the mighty necessity of universal intelligence in a republican
form of government.”

It is proper to add here, that by reason of the present large
disbursement of school moneys on the part of the State to the
several towns, it is highly important that the State know whether
such moneys are properly and completely appropriated by the
towns to the prescribed educational purposes: It is a common
custom for the towns to liquidate a portion of their State taxes
with the apportionments due from the State. After this settle-
ment with the State Treasurer, the amount payable by the State
to the town for school ’purpkoses, in all probability, is generally
apportioned and paid by the town to the several scheol districts.
Two instances, however, have already been brought to my notice,
where the towns do not, or rather did not, propose to use this sum
for school purposes, but as a direct reduction of their tax indebted-
ness. It is possible that the selfish interests of towns might thus
divert the school moneys, and the fact remain unknown to the
State. Now, while the State is contributing more than $300,000
in aid of public schools, it is simply outragecus that towns should
use this same money to pay their ordinary taxes. I would suggest
that it be one of the specified duties of district commissioners or
county supervisors to inspect the school receipts and expenditures
of towns, and to report annually on the same to the State Superin-
tendent.
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The need or even desirableness of such an agency being allowed,
the next question follows, what form shall this agency take, that
it may be both efficient and acceptable to the people. First, there
must be men enough to do the work propesed. Second, the
quality of workmen must be such as to insure satisfactory results.
This involves a fair annual salary. The former arrangement of
sixteen county supervisors gave a sufficiently large working force,
but the remuneration was altogether too low, averaging one thou-
sand dollars to each supervisor in payment for services and travel-
ing expenses. The salary should be at least fifteen hundred
dollars, (supervisor paying his own traveling expenses,) payable
quarterly as other salaries, in order to insure a fair quality of
talent. Ahis would require an appropriation of $24,000. A less
number, say two men to each Congressional District, ten in all,
would reqaire an appropriation of $156,000. Some have suggested
five meu, at a salary of $2,000 each—$10,000 in all. This would
be too small o force to do the work, It seems to me, after careful
consideration of the matter, that one of the first two methods
ought to be adopted. The first would secure the largest force of
operatives, more general visitaiion of schools, closer inspection,
‘well defined limits of fields of labor, and a laudable rivalry between
the several county supervisors. It is possible that the expense
would be a serious obstacle in the way of its establishment. In
1871, $16,000 were appropriated for county supervision, and
$8,000 for teachers’ institutes—%24,000 in all, T should prefer to
appropriate this entire sum to county supervision, making it obli-
gatory upon these officers to hold at least one iustitute of five
days in each county, without any extra cost to the State. Two
or more supervisors could co-operate in institute work. The
second plan suggested, ten men, two in each Congressional Dis-
trict, would be similar in its organization, but requiring less men
and less money. It would be less efficient, and extra expense
must be incurred for teachers’ institutes. In either case,-these
gentlemen should constitute the Board of Education by virtue of
their office, and the State Superintendent as Secretary thereof ex
officio. As to the selection of these geutlemen, I am inclined to
renew the *suggestion made in my last report, namely, that they
be elected annually by the school committees and supervisors of
the respective ten school ‘commissioner districts, assembled in
convention of two days, once each year, say in the autumn or at
the session of the regular county institate. By the establishment

.
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of a school district commissionship on the proposed basis, the
following desirable points will be secured :

1. A good working force of ten men, a number nearly, possibly
quite, sufficient to accomplish the work proposed.

2. The minimum expenditure consistent with good workman-
ship and the manifold duties and labors of the office.

3. A valuable advisory Board of Education, drawing their sug-
gestions and recommendations from actual experience in the
school-room and direct contaet with every part of the school sys-
tem ; also an efficient body of institute instructors.

4. A watchful police on the part of the State to note and report
the weak points of our common schools, and the mis-appropriation
or non-appropriation of the school moneys disbursed to the several
towns from the State Treasury.

5. A personal interest on the part of committees and supervisors
by the privilege of suffrage in the election of said district com-
missioners. '

6. An cnlightened interest on the part of the same officers,
assembled in convention annually, to compare notes and experi-
ences, to evolve better methods of school inspection, and to har-
mounize their labors with those of teachers whom they may meet in
convention or institute.

7. A general and co-operative interest among educators through-
out the State.

The following bill is suggested as a basis upon which to estab-
lish this desirable and important agency :

AN Act IN AID OF SUPERVISION OF SCHOOLS IN THE SIATE OF MAINE,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Legislature assembled, a8
follows:

SecrioNn 1. Whereas the State has established a system of public schools and annu-
ally in aid thereof apportions large sums of money from its treasury, thercfore, in order
to secure a more thorough visitation and inspection of said schools, and to examine and
report upon the expenditures of said moneys, a Board of Education is hereby ordained,
consisting of ten members, meaning by this number two for each Congressional District,
selected and charged with certain prescribed powers and duties as heveinafter stated.
Said members shall be called District Commissioners and the term of office shall be one
year, or until a suceessor is elected or appointed as hereinafter provided.

Sect. 2. For the purpose of selecting the several members of the Board and for
definite territorial limits of supervision, each Congressional district shall be divided into
two sections by the Governor and Executive Council, subject to such changes as may
hereafter be found necessary. It shall be the privilege of the town committees and
supervisors in the several sectious thus determined to meet annually in organized con-
vention, as expressed in Section Three of this act, and there by written or printed
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ballots, elect one person as District Commissioner for that section, and under the certifi-
cate of the Chairman and Secretary of the Convention, to report the result of said ballot
or choice within ten days to the Governor of the State, by virtue of which certificato the
Governor shall empower in due form the person elect to enter upon his duties as Dis-
trict Commissioner and member of the Board of KEducation. In case of failure to
elect as provided herein, or in cage of vacancy from whatever cause, it shall be the duty
of the Governor and Coancil to fill such vacancy forthwith by appointment of such per-
gon as they may deem qualified for the office.

Sect. 3. For the purpose of electing the District Commissioners (so called) and for
promoting the welfare of the public schools, the Convention of School Committees and
Supervisors permitted by Section Second of this act, shall be held annyally for the term
of two days at least, on sowe date between the first day of the month of August and the
first day of the month of December, said date to be fixed by the Governor of the State,
and to be publicly announced three weeks prior to date of Convention, through the
ordinary channels of public notice or through the office of State Superintendent of
Common Schools.

Sect. 4, The duties and powers of cach District Commissioner shall be as follows:

First. He shall visit as many of the schools within his jurisdiction as practicable,
and for this purpose shall have compléte privilege of admission to any and every public
school, shall note the course of studics and methods of instruction, the branches taught,
the government and discipline of the pupils, the kind, quality and variety of text-books
used, the furniture, apparatus and warming and ventilating arrangements of the school
room. Heshall give such instruction in the art and methods of teaching as he may deem
necessary and expedient, and shall give suggestions i the government of the school, in
the classification and discipline of pupils, before the school or tn private to the teachers,
as may seem to him proper for the progress and good order of the schoel.

Second  For the purpose of aiding teachers and school officers in the more efficient
discharge of their duties, he may take one of the regular school days and, controlling
the services of the teachers in town, (their wages continuing the same,) he shall give
such advice and instruction as may seem to hima best adapted to the wants of that par-
ticular community and shall be most conducive to better teaching and better school
inspection.

Third. He shall encourage the formeation of town and county associations of teach-
ers, school officers and citirens; shall attend the meetings of such associations and give
such advice and instruction in regard to their conduct and management as in his judg-
ment will contribute to their greatest efficiency. He shall deliver public lectures in the
several neighborhoods of his section each year for the purpose of elevating the standard
of education and increasing the general interest of the people in public schoels. He
shall assist the State Superintendent. in the organization and management of County
Institutes and shall distribute promptly all reports, forms, laws, circulars and instruoc-
tions, which he may receive from and in accordance with the direction of the State
Superintendent, and in general he shall act as the officiul agent of said Superintendent
and as advisor and constant assistant of the school officers and teachers within his
gection.

Fourth. He shall have power to examine candidates proposing to teach, and to
grant two certificates, namely, “Primary Grade” and “Grammar Grade,” said certificates
to hold in force one year from date unless revoked by said Commissioner and to be valid
in “primary” ““grammar” and ‘“‘mixed” schools when endorsed by the Superintending
School Committee or town Supervisors, Ho shall keep a register of all those to whom
certificates have been awarded, stating character and grade of certificate and the time
when issued.
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Fifth. He shall attend the ahnual meeting of the Board of Education as hereinafter
provided.

Sizth.,  He shall examine the school aceounts of the several towns, shall ascertain
actual amounts of moneys received by each town from the State Treasury annually and
actual amounts of the same expended by each town for school and other purposes. He
may also examine the accounts of the several town School Agents and note the amounts
received and expended by them with the vouchers therefor. For the above purposes he
shall be allowed ready access to any books or records the same as any town officer or
common citizen.

Seventh. Annually on or prior to December first he shall make an annual report to
the State Superintendent of Common Schools containing a general statement of work
done, towns and schools visited, institutes held, asscciations organized, number of
lectures given, list of certificates awarded and a correct fiscal statement of all moneys
received from the State Treasury by the several towns within his jurisdiction and the
expenditures of the same, meaning by this to ascertain whether the towns have rightly
used the school moneys received from the State.

SEct. 5. The Board of Education hereby established shall hold a session at the
capital of the Stuta at least onee a year during the session of tho Legislature for the
purpose of conferring with the leglaistive Committee on Education in relation to matters
pertaining to the common schools of the State, to mature plans of operations for the
following yeusr and in gencral to devise ways and means for promoting the publie School
System of the State.

Secr. 6. Each District Commissioner shall receive in payment for services and all
traveling expenses an annuzl salary of fifteen hundred dollars, payable gquarterly, at the
same time and in the same manuer as other State officers, from the appropriation herein-
after dosignated and established.

Secr. 7. The first election of District Commissioners shall be held at some date
between the first day of August, 1873, and the first day of October, 1873, said date to be
desigrated as provided in Section Two of this act, and the first quarterly salary shall
commence on the first day of October, 1873,

Secr. 8. In paymeat of the salaries thus established, the sum of three thousand
seven hundred and fifty dollars is hereby appropriated for the year 1873, and the sum
of fifteen thousand dollars annually thereafter.

NORMAL SCHOOLS.

We have two Normal Schools in the State, one at Farmington,
Prof. C. C. Rounds, Principal, the other at Castine, Prof. G. T.
Fletcher, Principal. Each of these gentlemen is supported by a
corps of earnest and faithful assistants. These schools are doing
a valuable service to the public sehool system by improving the
quality of the teaching force. The best proof of this consists in
the fact that the graduates of these two schools are eagerly sought
for not only by school officers in the larger towns and cities, but
by the ““district agents’’ in many of our rural schools. These
officers are rapidly finding out that the service of a cheap, unskilled
teacher, does not pay, the money is worse than thrown away, for
thrown away it is simply lost, dead—paid out for unprofitable
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teaching it bears poisonous frait. Many of our graduates find
employment in other States, after serving their stipulated time in
this State, a fact creditable both to the graduates and to the
Normal Schools, but discreditable to the State, so far as it bears
upon the poor remuneration offered to teachers. Both schools
deserve the largest encouragement and support that the Legis-
lature can give them. Apparatus, libraries composed principally
of books for reference, and suitable cases for the protection of the
foregoing are needed in both schools. The grounds of each should
be suitably fenced. The roof of the school building at Farmington
needs to be re-shingled or tinned. For these purposes an appro-
priation of at least $8,000 will be necessary, and the same is
recommended.

In addition to these two regualar Normal Schools, there is in
each of the two scheols, Maine Central Seminary, Pittsfield, and
Oak Grove Seminary, Vassalboro’, 2 normal department under the
gurveillance of the Btate, by reason of certain appropriations
granted by the State to each. These departments are not yet in
full operation, but the Trastees of ilie two schools will undoubted-
ly speedily fulfill their engagements to the State. They are doing
allin their power to render them efficient, and considering the
difficulties with which they have had to contend, much leniency
should be exercised in the demands of the State.

For particulars connected with the four schools, reference is
respectfully made to the following reports of the Principals, agree-
ably to law of 1872.

State NorMAL ScHOOL.
Farmington, December, 1872,

Hon. Warrex Jounsow, Slale Superintendent Common Schools :

1 have the honor of submitting my Annual Report of the Western
State Normal School for the year ending Januvary 3, 1873,

On accompanying sheets you will find the names of the pupils
of the school for the year, their ages, dates of entry and of with-
drawal, number of days presént, length of school terms, and names
of text-books used in the sclool.

There have been connected with the school since its organization
in 1864, 772 different pupils. Of these 156 have received diplomas.

The relation of the school to the State, and its intimate con-
nection with the educational work of the State, may be illustrated
by the following statements: Thirteen of our sixteen counties
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have been represented in the school during the past year, and
twenty-seven per cent. only of our pupils for the year are residents
of Franklin county. Of the one hundred and eleven pupils in
attendance during the spring term, fifty-nine had taught before
entering the school an average of forty-eight weeks each, and
forty-two have taught, since becoming conreeted with the school,
an average of twenty-four weeks each. I presume these ratios
are about the same for the present term.

At the commencement of the fall term, Miss Jennie M. Hayden,
a graduate of the school in the class of 1867, and Miss Sarah B.
Morton, a graduate of the State Normal School at Salem, Mass.,
were added to our corps. We were disappointed in regard to
-another teacher, and hence have carried ou the half year’s work
with one less than our usual number. This deficiency will be sup-
plied next term. Miss Sewall resigned her position as teacher of
the Model School at the close of the spring term. It was found
impossible to fill her place for the fall term. For the first nine
weeks of the term the school was carried -on by the teachers and
pupils of the Normal School, and then we were forced to close the
school for the remainder of the term, It will be opened under the
instruction of a new teacher with the commencement of the next
term, Feb. 4.

Oar expericnce has shown that it.is impossible to accomplisn
our work without the Model School. We should derive gredt
advantage from the establishment of another grade, and this could
be established at once if we had a room for it.

The last Legislature made an appropriation for a fence to en-
close the school grounds, but it was found to fall so far short of
the requisite amount that it was decided to be inexpedient to com-
mence the work. It is to be hoped that a sufficient appropriation
may be made this winter. :

We are in great need of book cases, and we are entirely desti-
tute of suitable cases for apparatus and for mineralogical and other
specimens. ) '

We still lack scientific apparatus, and hence are still required
to teach some most important subjects by methods which the
whole spirit of our professional training pointedly condemns. The
State College at Orono has been -liberally furnished with appara-
tus, and we ask to be treated with equal liberality.

At the establishment™®f the school no provision was made for a
library fund, and no appropriation has since been made for the
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purchase of books, with the exception of a small one some years
ago for refurence books. Every such school needs a large collec-
tion of reference and of scientific books, a good representative
collection of works in general literature, and especiy a complete
and rich pedagogical library. A Normal School without a pro-
fessional library is as poorly furnished for its work as would be a
Law School, a Medical School, a Theological School, or a School
of Engineering in a similar condition. For $500 a good peda-
gogical library could be collected, and an equal sum would give
us a good nucleus for a reference and general library. A rcasona-
ble annual appropriation would then suffice to keep up these
various departments and add gradually to their value. The State
would ke amply repaid for this expenditure in the increased intel-
ligence of its teachers. Much could be done, though at much
greater cxpense, if time be an element in cost, by giving the
school a complete outfit of text-books, and then charging a fee for
their use, to be devoted to keeping up the stock of text-books and
to making other additions. Aid in some way should at once be
given. We are starving for books.

Our work for the current year has been much the same as that
of the preceding year, except that there has been some increase
in the amount of strictly professional study. We shall do much
more in this direction the eneuing year.

Scholarship is a condition, but it is not the measure, of the
teacher’s success. This depends much more upon the professional
spirit and training which he brings to his work. The trained
teacher must have a thorough acquaintance with educational his-
tory, with the principles of pedagogy, with modes of school
organization, management, and instruction, together with such an
amount of practice, under the direction of critical instructors, as
will give him confidence, readiness, and skill in the application of
principles and the use of methods. .

Tor such training as this the Normal School was established.
Tt is a professional school, or there iz no good reason for its exist-
ence. Whatever of merely academic work it does is done under
protest, and in consequence of imperfections in public education
which the Normal School is organized to remedy. We should not
sacrifice practical efficiency to merely theoretical considerations,
but we must constantly aspire towards the true ideal standard.
This requires constant watchfulness and untiring effort, for the
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teacher, brought to meet, every day, evidences of deficient culture
in his pupils, is apt to think more of forming the scholar than of
training the teacher. The former must be done, the latter not
left undone. ®And in forming the scholar, the end is not the culture
of the pupil merely, but all the processes of instruction must be
judged by their adaptation to the development, in the pupil, of the
power of communicating the knowledge thus acquired. In the
present state of public education, the Normal School, of itself,
teids downward toward the academy ; it must be forced upward by
its organization and the spirit of its teachers, to its true position
as a professional school. To more fully attain this, its end and
aim, I believe to be increasingly the endeavor of the teachers in
this school, but the full and satisfactory accomplishment of our
special work is impossible with our present facilities and organi-
zation. For this we must have—

First, Apparatus sufficient for the full illustration of the various
sctences comprised in our course of study.

Second, A good pedagogical reference and gencral library.

Third, A preparatory course of gix months or a year, so that
we may prescribe a satisfactory knowledge of the common English
branches as an indispensable condition for entering upon the
normal course.

Fourth, The addition of an advancedsconrse of one year, to relieve
our present crowded course of study, and to render it possible to
increase the amount and ¢fficiency of cur professicnal training.

That these additions to our present facilities, and changes in
our present organization, are needed, I believe to be the unani-
mous opinion of pupils and teachers of the school; and as these
requests are made, not in futherance of any private interest, but
to advance the cause of popular education, the most important of
all public concerns, we trust they will receive favorable consider-
ation.

Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES C. ROUNDS.
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Westery NormaL Scmoor—Sprive TerM, 1872.

A CLASS. Age. Date of Date of Days
Entering. Leaving. Present.

Bailey, MarianDa..coeveue coeracneanns 20 iFeb.13..... June 28..... 813
Boothbay, Angie Liaveveerveeeeene e 20 do .....} do ..... €9
Cargill, Carrie A. ..o veen verr oannanns 20 do ..... do ..... 893
Chick, Edwina Covovnvien vnve cinnennn 20 do ..... do ..%.. 873
Clement, Celia A......... R 3 | do ..... do ..... 723
Forbes, Mara A..viievrinenscueeaonn 24 do ..... do ..... 911
Getehel, Eliza S..... Cieeaere e e 25 do ..... do ..... 851
Hatch, Aldana C......... et e 23 |Feb. 15..... do  ..... 83
Holley, Augusta A...oovenviencinnnnnn 20 (Feb.19.....| do ..... 813
Howe, Georgia Foo.oovivi i conn e 19 (Feb. 13 .....{ do ..... 91
Leland, Louie A o voiiviiinnneoninivee|vennns do [P T 92
Norton, Lizzie Ho.oovuioiivin coen e, 18 do  ..... do  ..... 992
Pierpont, Dicea S ... oo iion il i8 Ii'eb. 19 ..... do ... 83
Rogers, Lizzie A ..oovvviveen e antn 19 |(Feb. 14..... do  ..... 843
True, Lizzie Covvevervrercans veneannelona...|Febo 13 ..., do ..... 84%
Goshum, William E.... .. 22 do  .....| do  ..... I
Harrington, Charles A oo 26 {Febo19.....0 do ..... 88%
Newell, William H....oovoon Lt ... 18 |Feb.14..... do ..... 90
Patten, Herberb..o.vv virveen vennnnnn 24 do ..... do ..... 743
Robbins, Fred. E C.....oovvnvininnn 20 |Feb. 26..... do ..... 82
Stetson, Herbert B o.ovvvv i viinonnn 19 [Feb, 13 ..... do  ..... 91}
Stevens, J. Frank........... F R P Feb. 13 ..... do ..... 843
Thomas, Lewis Acvivevrrn ivan vnnn auns 25 Feb. 19..... do ..... 90
Varney, Thomas...... oo ieeevenn e 21 |Feb.19..... do ..... 88
Woodbury, Clinton A..... ..ol 21 (Febo 13l do ... 90
Worthley, Lewis F ooovoeniven cian ot 31 [Feb.19.....{ do ..... 85%

B CLASS.
Bennett, Lorette C .ovvevrevvevennnna| 1T [Feb.13..... June 28..... 88
Cartland, Nettie M 21 do ..... do .... 89}
Cobb, Hattie B 18 do  ..... do 87
Day, Emma L........ ... 2i do . do 90
Farrington, Sarah A...... ... ... PN 19 do do eeen 81
Howard, Henrietta..coveeeeune vnn. veeo| 18 do ..... do ..... 81}
Nichols, Bldora...eeeevee cvanvannnnn) 17 do  ..... do ..... 82%
Pierpont, Georgia 19 do  ..... do ..... 863
Quint, Mary A .. ... oottt aan, 23 do ..... do ..... 89
Thompson, Josephine......coovvinet, 24 do ..... do ..... 81
Burns, Thurston S..es cive v conecann i8 do ..... May 14..... 44
Blliott, Bzra F.ooo oo it iiieeiin vane 19 (Feb. 14. ...|Juns28..... 90%
Floyd, Enos Fo.vovveiiiinveee s ouene. 32 |Aprit 8...... do ..... 53
Jones, Newton J voovenvivinn oo ait 21 |Feb. 34 ... do ..... 88
Knapp, Leonard Lic.ooiievennin L. .o 21 |Apr.30..... do ..... 32
Patten, John ...t cvvvenvncinne weeana] 20 [Feb 13 ..... do ..... 85
Reed, Lewis Ho ot vven vt iennnnn e 19 do ..... do ..... 86%

C CLASS.
Bixby, Addie S..eevevie i, 21 May 21..... 62}
Brown, Martha S.coeevvinvieriinnnne, 21 June 28 ...... 83
Elliott, Clava F .. ..., . 19 [ 915 ~
Fificld, Kilen E...... o] 30 do ... 313
Hardy, Lizzie Ave veveivveeriinnens, 20 do ..... 92
Haynes, Lovica H.o.oo oo vl 20 do . 354
Holden, Georgia R....c.ovvnne ceesaeas 20 Mar. 27..... 12
Holden, May L. .ooveivnveanvnn e 20 June 18 87%
Howe, Sasie P....c....s 23 do 81}
Kingsley, Theodora ceel| 14 do 874
Lyford, Carrie A.vver cevevnnnnns ..l 19 April 11 53
Parsons, Ellen N........ Cesee e el 24 June 28 88
Philbrick, May S ....oocv viviineaaen) 25 Jung 14..... 72%
Plaisted, Mary A ....oooeneevaneonns 27 Aprill...... 32
Sanborn, Alide A,.vvevnnrveen s vees-l 18 [Feb, 19.....0......., . 51
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Sering Terym, 1872— Continued.,

C CLASS. Age Date of -Date of - Days
Entering. Leaving. Present.

Sandurs, Abbie P ...viviiiiieiiinennn 16 [Feb.13..... June 28..... 79
Scales, Lillie M.. oo vireveiennnnannn 17 |Feb. 19 .....|Tune 28..... 78
Wells, Mary L.coaveenennan weee| 21. Feb. 13 .....!June l4..... 76
Vaughn, Evelyn .. el 17 do ..... June 28..... 83
Abbott, Walter A ... ..ooinvnvienenn 19 do .....|April28..... 48%
Craig, Fred. W .. .oovevvivaerennnnaia| 1T 7] do  .....{June 28..... 86
Btanley, Calvin ¥ ......... heeeeeiaene 20 |Feb, 26 ..... do ..... 83
Btevens, Arno B ..o viitiieroiit 17 |Feb, 13 .....| do ..... 91}

D CLASS.
Archibald, Madgie A.......conien o 19 [Feb. 13 ..... June 28..... + 835
Bates, Helen N...oooovveveevennncans) 16 do” .....] do  ..... 92
Brown, Lizzie M.....cove v ieen i 16 do ..... May 29 ..... 67
Cox, BEmma N.oivoiiie o vneranenanns 22 do  ..... June 6...... 65
Eaton, Lizzie N.......... 17 do ... May 20..... 613
Gardner, Emma,. . 19 do ... June 18..... 81
Giddings, Mary L.. 19 do ..... June 28..... 89
Gill, Sarah. ... ccvvvivi it e eeee ol 19 1 de Ll June 3...... 7%
Gordon, TAZZI6 Suovnn vnvn senesennnnns 20 do ..... June 28..... 83%
Hall, sbbie A. R I 1 do  ..... June 17..... 69
Howe, EllmbethL R do ..... June 28..... 89%
Jerris, Mary S..... 000t aemnaaae sare s 20 do ..... June 3......
Leighton, Mary T.voeiierinencaenanne 20 do ..... June 28..... 913
Leighton Nellie M....covvveoevevoneen) 20 do .....{May 27..... 73%
Marble,Clara B...oooivvrsven vaneaan| 18 do .....[June 28..... 87
MecLain, Abbie Livevevieevius connannn 24 do ..... May 3...... 483
Norton, Bmma N .... ....... ceesaans 23 do  ..... Mar 19..... 26
Packard, Rosa S .vr it nvennenecanns 19 JApril L...... June 17..... 48
Parrinton, Clath s vovevvinveen veee aen 19 Feb. 13 ..... June 28..... 83%
Richardson, Clara H..oevverceni v 20 do ..... do ,.... 893
Roberts, Nellio M-t voe cver seeeneenannn 22 s
Rogers, Lizzie M.....eevevevevaneaann 19
Rowe, Margaret B o.oovvoin i aiin ot 19
Rowe, Mattie M o.vvevereionevnnnanns 17
Smith, Addie Mo.ovvvive cvvivene vanns 18
Stanley Laura B .... ... cvn i anaa o] 16
Storer, Annette....coee vt vt annnan 18
Storer, Mary J ...coviiitviievinnnnns 23
Thorne, Helon.... cocvcievunnveen o 22 |Feb. 13 .....{June 28..... 86
Tibbetts, Annie ....... cee .. 16 |Feb.19..... April 23..... 43
Towle, Emma L.......... 18 |(Feb. 13 ..... Feb. 26 .... 7%
Woodman, Ellen H, 23 do ..... Mar 18 ..... 24
Bragdon, Eben H. oo vvirvnnnvennnnnn 17 [Feb. 16..... April 12 ... 40%
Bradbury, James O..oovveveveenvnns .21 [Mar. 22..... June 28..... 64
Case, John E........cocivevecenanne.] 15 |Feb. 13 .....} do  ..... 88
Fisher, Daniel L. ....coieveinnennnnns 16 (Feb. 14 ..... do ..... 85%
Holden, Nathan C.ovvvvvvvnnrinvinnanfunnavs do .....|Feb. 26..... 9
McFarland, Charles M.... ccovaiunanen 16 |Feb. 16 .....|April 12..... 45
Milliken, Frank ......co0oevvuneeeensf 18 82
Norton, George W.e.er ivunannnanen .. 17 84
Reynolds, Henry J...eovnvneveenan. 18 831
Sanborn, W. Herbert.. 17 62%
Thomas William W... .0 18 ceees 90%
Thompson, David L ....covovevvennaf 19 do ..... qpril 11 .... 38%
Thompson, George L...... teeeeseeasan 17 'Mar. 25.....}June 28..... €0
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Farn TerM, 1872.

67

A CLASS. ‘| Age. Date of Date of Days
Eatering. Leaving. Present.
Bennett, Lorette Cvvvvrveveveeaenn ..l 18 1Aug. 86}
Cartland, Nettie Moo verecaneaoeenns 21 do vee e
Farrington, Sarah A...o.vovnieie o 19 jAug 83%
Nichols, Bldota..veee conevereaeceness 18 |Aug. 42%
Scales, Lila M v.vvieranneianeannnns 1T {Aug. 87%
Thompson, Jesephine.c.ve veee eennaen.| 25 do 85
Elliott, Bzra Foovvrvveevverveaeaaan sl 20 lAug. 87
Jones, Newton Juueer cone vanevnninnnn b/ P
B CLASS.
Berry, Addie 8 ..o viii vt iea e ot 20 |Aug. 89
Cushman, Flavilla...c.coeevevecein e 18 |Aug. 88
Elliott, Clara F........ .. 20 |Aug. 20. 87%
Hunt, Avsa V....o.o.ien. .o 20 (Aug. 22 87
Howard, Henrjetta . ovvevinr viinanan . 18 [Aug. 21 89
Hardy Lizzie Ao, coveevincinanen o] 22 Sept. 3 ... do ..... 78
Saunders, Abbie A...vevveevineannea.| 17 |Aug.20..... do ..... 81
Reed, Louis H...ovvrveennaenannnnn, 19 |Aug. 26..... do ..., 82%
Stanley, Calvin F....o oo oiee i en 20 jAug.20..... do ... 87%
C CLASS.
Bates, Ielen W . oo vieiieininienea ol 16 jAug. 20..... Jan. 3 ...... 89
Gardoer, Brma. oo ceve veveeeneaeaa]l 200 fAug. 21.....0 de ..., 88
Giddings, Mary L vovveeevnne viniannn 19 lAug. 20..... do ..... 85
Gill, Sarah ..o vt iveiiii i e 19 |Aug.23.....] do ..... 85
Haynes, Lovina H..oovovecviieennonat] 21 Nov. 11..... do ..... 39
Holden, Georgia Revovr virieer e 20 |Aug. 27..... Dec. 4...... 66%
Richardson, Clara E..vvvvevvnvnnnoee| 20 jAug. 26..... Dec. 12..... 643
Roberts, Nellie Ml.... oo vueeiaenians 21 |Aug. 20..... Jan. 3 ...... 88%
Thorne, Helen C.ove ivve cvenvuns eees] 22 do ..., do ... 89
Case, John B oooiveerve e vintones 15 do ..... do ..... 87
Fisher, Danio 1L...cvuveniariiennnass 17 |Aug. 23.. do ..... 85%
D CLAES.
Bryant, Bilen N....oveeevinneneeaan| 17 JAug. 20.....\Jan. 3 ... .. 853
Buckman, Phebo Goovivvevevn el 18 do  ..... do ..., 893
Coleord, Flavila M...ovevweeas conenlf 16 do ..... do ..... 89
Cartis, Rosetta A ... ... ... 18 do ..... do ..... 85
Davis, Ella S..ovieanene vee| 16 do ..... Oct. 8.0t 323
Davis Mattio  .veaveroreecinnenesonns 23 do ..... Sept. 2T..... 28%
Drew, Fidelig. o covieneevarevnnnanena.| 18 do ...l Jan. 3 ...... ]9
Dunham, Nellie A ..vvveevinevennvnna] 21 jAug. 2l..... do ..... 87%
Davenport, Susan B 18 do ..... do ..... 88
Ellis, Georgia A . avevannann 17 do ..... do ..... 88%
Furbush, Jennie S........... 23 |Aug, 20..... Dec. 11..... 71
Fletcher, Ida M...... ... 17 do eeeo|Oct, 18..... 44
Keoys, Naomi cevevveevarevnenneneanae 19 |Aug. 21..... Jan. 3...... 89
Keys, Olive Fovinenin veee v cann s 19 do weeofOct, 10 ... 52
Lyde, Lottie..oveveee oo veniiaenena| 18 do .....[Jan. 3...... 863
Lyde, Louisa o ooy vevtenennarenaesenn.| 18 do ..... do  ...-. 87
Roberts, Lizzie M.... co.oovvncienane 19 |Aug. 20..... do ... 89
Stowers, M.. ..o tiveanneiiinenns seen 1T do ..... do ... 823
Turner, Lucia A...cvvvieerveeneennss| 15 do ..... do ....n 89
Townseud, Mary A..ooierviveannnns 23 do ..... do .e... 88%
Wyman, Martha A...oieevverennnaaa| 18 do ..... Nov. 20... 62
Woodward, Clara, .. .. coeeevveaecncaas| 16 do ..... Jan. 3...... 89
Densmore, Ada... ... coveaveaaseronn 24 do  ..... do .. 87
Eaton, Violett..o.oevvvneanns veseeans 21 |Aug. 30..... do . 81
Eaton, Lizzie Noioo ceeeaeve cnes onns 18 |0et. 8.unnnn. do ..... 58
Coming, George.. vescieecensaasscnns|enanns Sept. 4.0 ... Nov. 1I..... 30
Norton, Edwin A.veer cviennnreaeereaes! 17 JAug. 20..... Jen. 3...... 8%
Luce, John R.uoveveer evenovesnenseseadl 19 do  ..... Dec. 22..... 56%
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Farn Tery, 1872— Continued.

D CLASS. Age. Date of Date of I Days

\

!

1 Entering. Leaving. Present,
Otis, Frank P....oinieeevnnn vnnnn 20 do .....[Oct. 18..... 423
Bmith, Harry E..ovvrvvviaenevannane| 17 do .....|Dec. 9...... 663
Skinner, J. Ward oo veveeerevsnecnaefeasnas] do o....1Sept. 6...... 13
Torner, George H.ooovvvnvveniien e foveen do ..... Nov. 27..... 403
Tufts, Clinton D.......... crrveseocasn {21 do ..... Jan., 3...... 87%
Wintor, John We.oven eevneern venn eens T IN  T O do ...l 81}

Text-Books used in the School. Geography—Guyot, Fay. Physi-
ology—Hutchison, Arithmetic—Hagar. Readers—Hillard, Sar-
gent, Wilson. Natural Philosophy—Steele, Norton. Botany—
Wood. History—Swinton’s U. 8. Algebra—Smyth, Robinson.
Geometry—Brooks. Chemistry—Miller, Elliot & Storer. Xnglish
Literature—Day. Astronomy—Lockyer. Didactics—Diites, (trans-
lated by Hailman,) Wickersham ; Barnard’s Journal of Bducation;
Grammar and Mental Philosophy have been taught orally.

Length of Terms. Each year consists of two terms of ninetcen
weeks each.

State NormaL Scroor,
Castine, December 1, 1872,

Hox. Warren Jouxsow, Superinfendent of Common Schools :

I submit my Annual Report for the school year commencing
August 17, 1871, closing May 30, 1872,

Whole number of pupils in attendance for the year...... 278

Number of different pupils.... ..o, . 180

Number of pupils in the Model class. .......... ... .. .. 16

The following list of students is here given agreeably to require-
ment of law :

Farn Teru, 1871,

C CLASS, Age. P. 0. Address, County.
Bates, Esther O..vvvevvinevinnnnnnnsns 29 iSouth Brooksville....|Hancock.
Byrne, Annie G ..... ...] 28 {Robbinston..... ... |Washington.
Chapin, Nellie B.....ocovvvvve vaveens| 20 {Goodale’s Corner......|Penobscot.
Friend, Marie H.. ... covvivevean i, 22 Btna...oovii i Penobscot,
Gallison, Martha B....oove i ieenaatn 29 |Harrington..........|Washington,
Grant, Mary B.....coovvvneenns eeeeaan 27 |Matinicus Isle....... Knox.
MeDowell, Abbie Loovuene v vnnnnnn. 15 1Washingten ......... Knox.
Porkins, Annie ....veveuievecrvnenns .o 21 [Castine............. Hancock,
Btarrett, Susan C .. et eee e 19 |Warren............. Knox.
Webster, Mary E. feeesenes 21 |Castine.... . |Hauncock,
Foster, Fred W ... .......... ...| 27 |Ellsworth . ... |Hancoek,
Grey, Johu F..... ... teee oree e eaas 19 |Castino .............|Hancock,
Laine, Oliver W .. ... ....cevveeeewea.| 28 {West Winterport..... Waldo,

Mayo, Gideon ....,.,. . ..o veereeennen.] 25 [West Eden ..........IIsncock,
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C CLASS. Age P. O. Address. County.

MeGown, Richacd I .. ovev v coeevevne- 22 North Ellsworth . .... Hancock.
Nash, Daniel Noovuoeranencienonnonnn 22 Steuben............. Washington,
Plummer, Ames Wi tons cineanns vans 21 {West Winterport..... Waldo.
Stone, William H. . ..oovvevieecoenenen 26 {Unity........o.. .- Waldo.
Wilder, Arthur Beovarvvenniieneenans 2 Charlotte. ... . |Washington.

D CLASS.
Butler, Tloise S.ovvvrr ciee v ernevnns 20 [Appleton ..vevuvann. Knox.
Durgin, Mary S ...ievieniiinnnnonn 28 [Orono .veveeeveen ennn Penobscot.
Guptill, Katie Ho o..oovviv i aiinann, 24 {Cherryfield.......... Washington,
Lawrence, Georgio Siiieiie e avinann 20 |Cherryfield....... ..|Washington.
Milliken, Sarah B oo viin i iianinn 19 1Serry...veieiennian Hancock,
Putnam, Blmira T oo cive et cias aaas 17 |Harrington..........|Washington.
Ray, Augusta .. ..., . 18 ICherryfield.......... Washington,
Walker, Nettie Suoouer cieienncannannn 23 JNorth Brooksville....|Hancock.
Whiting, Annie .. covveeinionn .1 18 |Castine......... + «... |Hancock,
Coffin, Frank D.o.ivn i ciivenn 18 Harrington.......... Washington.
Milliken, James W..oiiiieeeciannn. 20 1Surry.....eseve. ... |Haneook.
Shaw, Charles O .. oovvvvvveeevs v vnn.l 20 (Rockland............|Knox.

B CLASS,
Arey, Lavra Blooooiiiiiii i innncens 18 |Camden.............|Knox.
Black, Mattie C .. ..vvivns vovn vevveen| 17T [Stockton, Sandy Point,| Waldo.
Bray, Ada Fo.oeeiiniieens ceeeanas 16 |Brooklin ............ Hancook,
Crosby, Mary A «. e ivinviiiannonns 16 [Stockton, fandy Point,!Waldo,
Gould, Btta M............ 21 {North Monroe ....... Waldo,
Hall, Inez M...... vees . 24 |Rockland............ Knox.
Herriek, Carrie T . .oovieieiinnonn 17 |Brooklin............|Hancock,
Hodgdon, Mary L ..o vvenianiiannn, 19 |Rockland...... ... {Knox.
Hodges, Marin ..o, vieyvavecnneannevnnn 20 (Union....ooovuienal, Knox,
Jennys, Laura L....oovvinveneaaaa ool 18 Bwanville... ..., 'Waldo,
Mayo, Sedolia W .. 20 |West Eden .. Hancock,
Newcomb, Hattie A...... . .. ..o....] 17 |Carmel...... . .. |Penobscot.
Norton, Buily Duveerevrne cnnnvunn anns 17 [Winterport...o.. vu.e ‘Waldo.
Patehin, Fannle Fooooivs e inn oas. 16 (Castine...... e e THanecock.
Read, Ellen R........ e e e 17 |Belfast.............. Waldo.
Rice, Hattio A ....... ... 16 |Searsport............|{Waldo.
Sawyer, Xds M............ 16 |Jonesport ...... ’Washingmn.
Webber, Jans M... e 16  Searsport....... ‘Waldo.
Bartlett, Reuel S.......... 20 |Lamoine ............ iHancook.
Buzzell, Joseph L ..o viveansn 22 |Bast Benton......... iKennebeo.
Mahoney, Herbert Wo..oooeoeiaaanaan, 17 [Bast Northport....... {Waldo.
Mansfield, Daniel H....... PN 17 {Hope..o.veviennnnn.. !Knox.
MecFarland, Benjamin S.ovvveen vvee veen| 20 [Lamoine ............ Hancock.
Nash, Willard G, ..ooiiiiiiiiian 17 {Columbia Falls....... Washington.
Plummer, David ..........0 tesisann e, 17 {West Winterport..... Waldo.
Porter, George Fooovvviiiiiiiianiaes 22 [Camden.............; Knox
Wing, Augustus Coovviiin i aae, 22 {Hampden........
Young, Frederic O .... ... .o oin it 19 |(Lincolnville Centre...

. F CLASS.

Bayard, Nellie L ...ooevn it il unas, 19 [Sedgwick............ Hancock,
Blake, Ella Fouvv v i iive civn e 21 |Hampden Cornper..... Penobscot,
Brastow, Julin To.eeeoa.. e e aeae .| 19 [Brewer Village....... Penobscot,
Buker, Clara L, .. covvveeneieevnnn ool 16 |North Castine........ Hancock.
Carter Ella A 16 |Stetson............. . Ponobscot,
Cousins, 1da C.. 17  [Southwest Harbor.... Hancock.
Crosby, Edith E....covs veeaie vnnes 16 |Manchester...... .« .. Hilsbore’, x. H.
Damon, Fannie Wa.ovvovieineienenns 16 [Stetson o..ee.eenonns Penobscot.
Davis, Mary F.oovtvieviiieniinannnns 21 |Steteon....c cereennn. Pencbscot.

- Baton, Mattie V....eveeurveeennnewens| 18 |Rockport..e.. ......|Knox.
Foster, Ida M......ccovvvvnneneonaece] 17T |Amherst.oeeueene.., Hancock.
Hodges, Mary B....... veveseseceeess| 20 |Brewer Village ......|Penobscot.
Lenfest, Elvira T....00vensevnaenosess] 16 lAppletonsees evesous, [Knox.
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3
Farn Term, 1871— Continued.
F CLASS. Age P. 0. Address. County.

Lord, Mariam M.................v... .l 16 |Jonesborough ....... Washington.
Morse, Josie A vovuieeannecarsanneesesl 18 Belfastie,eeeviun ... Waldo.
Moulton, Dora B ... .evvvive e wen. .| 16 Stockton, Sandy Point Waldo.
Philbrick, Addie.......... ceieseeasaas! 18 (Carmel ...... PO Penobseot.
Pinkbam, Amy S.....coiiniiiiai i 21 Milbridge...........|Washington.
Richardson, Celi. ... evee vvne cvvnvunnn 16 |Eden............... Hanocock.
Spiller, Abbie d .vvvenvierninn i ne 20 |Palermo............. Waldo.
Stevens, Julia C....ooviieii i ca . 23 East Machias........ Washingten.
Thomas Judith A..eoevunen.. ceeeee] 21 [West BEden v.vvvenn.. Hancock.
Trask, Mellie A ... ovevcvvenevennnn..! 20 |Etna................ Penobscot.
Waltze, Florence.. oo ovusvresvaneaann 21 |Augusta .....oio.a.. Kennebee.
Worthen, Annie L......coeeevuenenns 26 Albion .....i....il.. Kennebee,
Worthen, Celestia, .o ves veunvnnn vuen 18 JAlbion........ov.... Kennebee,
Young, Carrie A..uiieieiiievenncnnn s | 21 |Palermo ............/Waldo.
Barker, Lewis A...... 17 |Bangor ............. Pencbseot.
Chalmers, Orrin F..... 20 |Albion..............|Kennebec.
Corliss, Winfield S........... 18 |Carmel .... Penobscot.
Dean, Frederick B............ovv.cuuo] 19 [Farmingdale ... .... Kounebec.
Higgins, Kdgar W.....oooviiiii oo 20 |West Eden .......... Hancock.
Xreland, Charles R....cevivenvnneeaa.n| 18 |Stetson.............. Pencbscot.
Laton, Winfield S....vvve vevuen cenn . 19 (Etna .........%...../Penobscot.
Morrow, George € vovuvuennn. covn| 18 (Searsport............ Waldo.
Nevens, Jason Kovovv voeevnenaevsaanas]| 23 |West Garland........ Penobscot.
Norwood, Howard B...vovs vineavnnvnns 26 |Hampden ........... Penobscot,
Rich, Willard W............ P 27 |Machias........ «....|Washington.
Ridley, D. Aueivn i iiniinn e, 20 |Richmond...........;Sagadahoc.
Stone, Melville...oovvntiivncivennnn . 20 [Unity ..oovvniennnn. Waldo.
Towle, J. Fred «....ccvvvivirvnnn .v.| 20 [Searsport............ Waldo.
Whitehouse, Manly M................. i 20 |East Orrington. .. ....|Penobscot.
Watts, Samnel.. ..o cieeveeeveen eene oo 23 [Tenant’s Harbor...... ‘Knox
Whitten, Lewis C..oov e vivnnnnn 23 (Btna................ Pencbseot.
Williams, James B....... Ceerevaneanen 18 |Islesborough ......../Walde.

Winter Term, 1872.

Noyes, Charles . .o.oevvnverevenaannen.
D CLASS. .

Brown, Rosa M......ovovitveieneinenns
Ewmery, Abbie Sivevvviirviiniiie e
Read, Ellen M . ‘
Spear, Nancy H ... vvoniinnivneieen

E CLASS. :
Billington, Emily J... ....c..vveaan
Curtis, Josie
Spaulding, Clara O.... oo eieveneaats

F CLASS.
Dority, Sarah Losceevenrvensan. s
Merrifield, M. S...... ...
Pendleton, Lavinia E....
Shepardson, Mary E +.ovcvvnvennannn .
Thompson, Hattie Tuv.oeereeae s anas
Tracey, Abbie D.....

Warren, Mionie B.... covvevreeeennen.
Bartlett, David H,....vovuveveceneann
Gardiner, Warren..,.... .

McFarland, Edward.....

Seshong, Williama, ... .... ... .

17

Castineg..es vus.

Castine «....ovvvainn
South Thomaston.....
Belfast. . ... ... ..ol
Warren .... ..o vuen

SUrry. ..o eeee e ..
Frankfort. .. .
Rockland............

Sedgwick............
Plywouth.......
North Islesboro ..

1

woine ...

Hauncock.

Hancock,
Knox.
Waldo.
Knox,

Hancock.
Waldo.
Knox.

Hancoek.,

.. {Penobseot,
..|Waldo.
. {Hancock.

West Brooksville.

Cherryfield .......... Washington.
Cherryfield .........- Washington,
South Deer Isle...... Haneock,
Lamet o coveenns vens Haneock.
Cast uo .uu. Hanoock,

: . ‘Hancock,

Hancock.
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A CLASS. Age. P. 0. Address. ’ County.
Aymar, Lelia F.eovrveveneencnennne..t 23 |Addison ........ ... \Washingten.

D CLASS. l
Benson, Myra.... coovvveeacocvannanss 21 (Tremont .....euuvuus Hancock.
Carpenter, Julia Duvvevennvevennnaens 25 |Jackson.............|Waldo.
Cole, Henrietta . coavve veneaeeevinnenas 23 |Harrington.......... Washiogton,
Leach, Bessie..ccceevevveenseee e one.| 20 [North Castive........|Hancocic.
Bragg, Ralph S...vvv i ivanvnnn ot 18 |Lincolnville..... «v..|Waldo.
Brown, Ellison F..vvvviivcinn vivn e 20 Searsmont........... jWa.ldo,
Milliken, James W.o.ovvee ivnrvennvnnns 20 Surry...oeeiiiin.... ‘Hancock,
Moore, James S...vuueinnnveen vnn eeees| 20 1Ellsworth ........... Hancock.

E CLASS.
Bates, Mary A .......... teneriecanene 19 |South Brooksville .. .. |Hancock.
Page, Mary C...oviviveer tevvnnnanen 18 |Winterport Waldo.
Pratt, Mary W ooiovriiviiinennenanes 19 [Clinton..... .. Kennebee.
Redman, Clara Foo.oovveeninnn ool 21  {Brooksville ‘Haneock,
Rogers, Jennie C.......... et iecneaas 19 Orland.............. Hancock.
Waterman, W, Wo.ooivieiviirmnn o 21 |South Robbinston ....|Washington.

F CLASS. .
Averill, Bmma...coves svvrvienvinn cann 23 Fort Fairfield........ Aroostook.
Baker, Callie,....... 18 |Goodale’s Corner... .|Penobscot.
Barnes, Abbie M 21 |Rockville B
Black, Mary H... 21 [Bllsworth ........... /B
Burgess, FIOTa. ..o vvve cien e e annn 16 |Hast Belfast ......... Waldo
Carter, Nancy E....o.ovuvuinnn.. 27 Montville Centre. Waldo
Coolidge, Caddie B 18 |Lamoine...... . {Hancock.
Orippen, Katie M............ 23 |Ellsworth ........... Haacoek.
Downs, Eunice M. 16 Belfust..............|Waldo.
Evans, Sasan S.....oooviiiiii i, 19 |Fryeburg ...........10xford.
Fenlason, Kila E.. 20 (Jackson.............; Waldo.
Fletcher, Annie M 19 (Odell............ . \lemgston 1.
Hewey, Delig..... covveeeevaevennann 19 |East Bucksport ...... ‘Haneock.
‘Holmes, Sarah S ...... ..o vivnvnnnann, 16 (Stoekton .o.eveusvun. Waldo.
Jarvis, Lizzie M..........covvvenneae.| 17 (Castine.......... ... Hancock.
Lewis, Sophia B.....ovviseiiivnnnenns 18 [|Goodale’s Corner...... Penobscot.
Marcyes, Victorine A...... .... PO 18 [South West Harbor...|[Hancock.
Montgowery, Josie I......... Ceeeeaens 18 |Friendship.......... Knox.
Mortoun, Jennie B.....................| 18 [Friendship.......... Knox.
Nichols, Eunice H..oovuvuiunninne e 21 |Vassalborough....... Kennebes.
Piper, Bdna .......c.cii i, 16 [East Belfast.......... Waldo.
Prescott, Sarah M ........ Ceesaeeenes 17 |Blsworth ........... Hanock,
Rich, Datie R................ 21 {Tremont ............|Hancock.
Rollins, Emeline C 21 Vassalborough ...... Kennebec.
Staples, Frosence. . 16 Stoekton Waldo.
Tibbits, Ida M.... 16 |Brooklin.. Hancock.
Webb, Caddie B ..........oovnvievendf 19 [Unity i ool Waldo.
Webb, B. M.oiuiiiveiivniiveenvennvee.| 23 |Unity.voiou... ..., Waldo,
Wiley, AlICE o vevvvrnevnenveennneeanen 21 |Cushing .. . |Knox.
Winchenbach, Annie R..o.vvvnvnen v 17 F"lbn(ﬁhlp .......... Kuoox.
Bunker, David...... 20 {West Trenton.. . (Hancock.
Clarry, Edward H. .. 20 (Union.......... . Knox.
French, Nathaniel S 18 |Stockton, Sandy Pomt Waldo.
Gilmore, Melvin.......cvununsenn ceeeo| 23 |Belfast......... ... |Waldo,
Gleason, Elden C.ovevvvevevnneaceenes) 19 [Union.....oo.oo..... Knox.
Hupper, Lineoln....covvveveeeeeaenae.} 21 [Union............... Knox.
Libby, George A..vvivninveenceneanne 21 (Jackson . [Waldo,
Pendleton, John H....covevvnnvnns eeeo| 18 (Trenton............. Hancoek.
Robbing, Randall...ceeeieenian seneans .| 18 |Union...............Knox,
Simpson, John BE.. ....... teeecaaeanee 18 [Sullivan............. Hanoock.

*
.
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List of Tewt-Books used in the Eastern State Normal School,
Castine, Me. Reading Books—Hillard’s Sixth, National Fifth,
Progressive Fifth, Wilson’s Third. Arithmetics—French’s, Green-
leaf, Walton, Robinson, Cruttenden. Algebras—Robinson, Davies.
Trigonometry and Geometry—Brooks. Astronomy-—Steele, Rid-
dle’s Elementary. Natural Philosophy-—Steele, Norton. Chem-
istry—Steele, Cooley, Nichols. Physiology—Hutchinson, Cut-
ter’'s New Analytic. Geology—Steele, Wells, Tenny. Botany—
Gray, Wood. History—Barnes’ United States, Anderson’s Gen-
eral. Geography—Guyot, Warren’s Physical. Grammar—XKerl’s
Common School, Green. Intellectual Philosophy—Haven, Champ-
lin, Alden. Science of Government—Alden, Townsend. School
Economy—Wickersham, Page’s Theory and Practice of Teaching.
Dictionary—Worcester, Webster. Rhetoric—Quackenbos, Haven.
English Literature—Spalding, Collier. Drawing Books—Barthol-
omew, Spencerian. Writing Book—Spencerian.

A good degree of prosperity has attended the school during the
past year. The ability and industry of the pupils compare favor-
ably with former years, and an excellent degree of health has
conduced to progress in-the school work. At the close of the
year, a class of fifteen was graduated, all of which number readily
obtained Summer and Fall schools. Though male graduates have
been offered §75 per month, and females $50 per month, we are
not able to supply the demand for teachers.

As you are well aware, there have been no marked changes in
the management of the school since my last report. In October,
1871, Miss Fisher, who had served the State so acceptably for
more than a year, resigned her position to teach in Boston. Miss
Bartley of Cambridge, Mass., was called to fill Miss Fisher’s place
at the beginning of the Winter term. She has fully sustained the
excellent reputation which preceded her. ,

During a few weeks of the Spring term, Prof. J. B. Taylor of
Bowdoin College, gave instruction in elocution to the school.
Much interest was manifested by the pupils in the instructions of
Prof. Taylor, and a good degree of improvement in reading was
indicated.

During the several weeks of the Spring term, Dr. Calvin Cutter
of Massachusetts, gave a series of interesting and instructive
lectures upon physiology, illustrating the same with a manikin
and charts.
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A very large percentage of those connected with the school
have taught during the year. These ‘“ quick returns’’ to the State
are both fortunate and unfortunate to people and school. A pupil
who is well prepared to enter the school, possesses good natural
ability and ‘“aptuess to teach,” and who takes good rank in re-
citing and teaching in the school, will generally satisfy the people,
as an instructor, and his success will be credited, in a degree, to the
Normal School. On the other hand, a pupil who lacks maturity,
scholarship and judgment, attends the Normal School a fow weeks,
fails in his first school, and his want of success is charged to the
Normal School.

In order that the Normal Schools may become more efficient
trénining schools, the standard of admission must be raized or the
time of attendance increased. The haste that marks the ageis
scen in the desire of scholars to teach before they are thoroughly
prepared. Our pupils come mainly from the common schools, and
wise supervisicn and earnest teaching there will send more and
better pupils to the training scheols. The lack of Statc super-
vision during the present year has been felt in all our schools.
The vital interests of cur common school system of education
should receive the early and ecarnest attontion of our next Legls-
ture.

‘While the teachers of this school have been ¢bliged to do much
preparatory and academy work, it has been our aim to give pro-
fessional training by example—that is, by teaching our classes as
we would have them teach theirs; by practice teaching, requiring
the pupils to teach their classmates under the direction and
criticism of their instructors; by lectures and discussions upon
subjects pertaining to school management; by observation and
practice in the Model school. At the beginning of the Winter
term, a primary class was organized and taught by the Normal
teachers and pupils; during the Spring term the class was under
the special charge of a graduate of the school, and members of
the school were required to observe and practice methods of in-
struction. This practical work, with the most important class of
pupils found in our common schools, will prove of much advantage
to those who want to teach. . The excellent schools of Castine, in
all of which former members of this school now teach, afford our
pupils good opportunities for observation.

The last Legislature having appropriated $20,000 for a new
Normal School bdilding, ““ ground was broken’’ in May of this

.
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year, and by the first of January, 1873, the house will be com-
pleted. The building is 47 by 71 feet on the ground, with a front
projection of 14 by 40 feet, and a rear projection of 8 by 40 feet.
The basement is 8 feet high and well lighted, and is of the same
size as the entire building. It contains the steam heating appa-~
ratus, water closets, and space for chemical laboratory. On the
first floor there is a central hall 9 by 69 feet, having side doors
cpening into four recitation rooms each 22 by 29 feet. On the

second floor is the main school-room, teacher’s room, and alcoves . |

for books and apparé,tus. This room is 44 by 68 feet, 161 feet
high, and has twelve large double windows to furnish light and
air. The attic has well lighted space for four recitation rooms.
The exterior of the building presents an attractive and substantial
appearance. In the cupola is to be hung an excellent bell, weigh-
ing 500 1bs., a present to the school from Deacon Samuel Adams
of Castine.

Arrangement has not yet been made for furnishing this valuable
house. Suitable desks for teachers and pupils, apparatus for
chemical and philosophicsl experiments and explanations, and
cases for the preservation of apparatus, books and charts, are
nceded. No provision has been made for blinds to exclude the
excess of light, which will at times be great, owing to the size of
- the windows. One recitation room will be needed in the attic
next Spring. .

The town of Castine generously gave a beautiful lot of 2% acres ;
this lot needs draining and fencing. In my last report, I recom-
mended an appropriation of $25,000, believing that to be the
smallest amount the State could economically expend here ; $5,000
are still needed to complete what has been so well begun. During
the past five years, the State has used, free of expense, a building,
furniture and apparatus, belonging to Castine. Now the State
has an excellent building and lot, and with a small additional
appropriation, will have one of the best school-houses in the State.

In this age of scientific investigation and art education, no
school ig in proper working condition without a good library,
charts and apparatus. I desire to express the thanks of teachers
and pupils to the members of the Class of ’69, for a most beautiful
and valuable present of the British Poets costing $40 Our thanks
are also due to the Department of Education, Washington,
D. C., to Henry Carey Baird of Philadelphia, Lee & Shepard of
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Boston, Eldridge Brothers of Philadelphia, for valuable books, and
to those publishers who have sent their papers to the reading
room. But our library is still small. As the State designs to
render the school in the highest degree effective for good, it is to
be expected that the excellent house just erected will be fully
furnished. Nothing is desired by the teachers except for the
good of the school, the people, and the State. A
In closing, I desire to say, that my assistants have most faith-
fully and efficiently performed all their duties.” Our thanks are
due to you for advice and support, to the Governor and Council
" for their interest in the school and the new building, and to the
Representatives of the State for their words and votes to sustain
the school and eunlarge its usefulness.
Respectfully yours,
G. T. FLETCHER.

Hon. Warren Jornsox, Slate Superintendent of Common Schools.

Desr Sir: In accordance with the requirements of chapter 10
of the public laws of the State of Maine for the year 1872, we
herewith transmit to you a report of the Normal Department of
the Maine Central Institute, dating as nearly as practicable from
the time that the law was passed.

We have not received the register and blanks contemplated in
said act of the Legislature, and consequently may not be able to
anticipate all the items you may desire. This report will include
three terms of ten weeks each, commencing as follows: Spring
Term, Feb. 7, 1872; Summer Term, April 25, 1872; Fall Term,
Aug. 22, 1872.

The department was organized Sept. 1, 1870, and has been in
operation each term of the institute since that time. The. text-
books used in the department are as follows: National Fifth
Reader, Webster’s or Worcester’s Dictionary, Warren’s Common
School and Physical Geographies, Greenleaf’s and Walton’s Prac-
tical Arithmetics, Kerl’s Grammar, Steele’s Natural Philosophy
and Chemistry, Greenleaf’s Algebra, Hooker’s Geology, Gray’s
Botany, Hart’s Rhetoric, Upham’s Mental Philosophy. .

The death of Mr. E. E. Wade, the first Principal, on the 26th of
March, 1872, affected for a time the interests of the department.
At the close of the summer term, Miss L. M, Simons resigned her

B
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position as teacher. The present teachers took charge of the
department at the commencement of the Fall Term, 1872,
Yours, very respectfully,
A. L. GERRISH, Principal Normal Dept. M. C. L.
CLARA A. FORBES, Adssociate.

Prrrsriewp, Nov. 29, 1872,
’
Record of Students in the Normal Depariment of the Maine Central Insti-

tute, commencing I'eb. Tth, 1872, and ending Oct. 30, 1872.

Dato of” L‘“’ 3 Date of
NAMES. gn Entrance. ;g @ 3| Leaving. Remarks.
< (o
Parloa, Maria.............] 30 Sept. 1,’72.. 5 |Aug. 22,°72.|Entered classical
Cowan, Alice W.....o.ua. e 18 [Feb. 2,771 .. 10 [course.
Johonnett, Rodney 17 {Feb. 2,771 ..} 10 |Aug. 22, ’72.|Eotered classical
Manter, George W..... ..1 20 [Sept. 1,°70..} 10 [eourss.
Mitchell, Mellie Z .. 18 [Feb. 2,71 ..1 b
Perkins, Bmma L.......... 19 [Sept. 1,770..| 10
Burrill, Sarabh H .......... 23 {Sept. 1,°70..] 10
Busweli, Ada M...........| 16 [Aug. 24,’71.] 10 .
Corson, Florence E......... 20 |(Feb. 7,772 .. 20
Davis, Osear .o.vevnvans o 18 (Aug. 24, 71.] 20
Folsem, Frank G........... 20 do do 5
Jchnson, Dellio E..........| 18 | do do 20
Stinchfield, Laura H...... .. 19 | do do 10
Thowmas, Etta F........eu.. 22 | do do 5
Witham, 0. Addie ......... 16 | do do 20 |Aug. 22,’72.{Entered classical
Andrews, Wilbur .......... 16 do do 20 [eourse.
Corson, Hiram R........... 22 |Feb. 7,772 ..] 20 JAug. 22,72, Entered classical
Fisher, Ada F.... eeeeool 18 jAug. 22,772.) 10 [course.
Freese, Forest B...........{ 18 |Feb. 7,72 . 10
French, Arthur S.... .. ..} 17 Mar. 14,772, 15
Johonnett, Lewis C......... 16 [April 25, 72| 10
Lord, Augusta M... ..} 24 {Feb. 7,772 ..| 10
Osborne, Hannah E........ 16 [April 25, 72 9
Powers, Viette............. 16 {Aug. 22,772.; 10
Prince, J. Louige .......... 16 jAug. 22,°72.| 10
Shaw, Edgar A............ 16 {Feb. 7,772 .. 5
Skinner, Sarah B .......... 19 do do 10
Smart, Olive D............ 17 { do do 10
Smart, Melvin C. . J 191 do do 10 jAug. 23, ’72. Entered classical
Vickery, Linda C.......... 22 1 do do 5 [course.

Hon. WirreN JoHNSON—

Dear Sir: In accordance with an act of the last Legislature,
I hereby forward the following as a report from Oak Grove Semi-
nary: Whole number of students during past year, 189; males
108, females 81. Number who have taught, 14 ; number intending
to teach, 20. The Normal Department has been in charge of
Florentius M. Hallowell, an enthusiastic and conscientious teacher,
Our school year consists of three terms of twelve weeks each.
The aid received from the State is the interest at six per cent. on
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$10,000 annually. In conclusion, I think it would be right for me
to add that we have had a very pleasant and profitable year.
Yours, very truly,
R. M. JONES, Principal Oak Grove Seminary.
Vassalboro’, November, 1872.

TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES.

Tighteen institutes have been held the past year. Fourteen of
these were under the instruction of Prof. Jonathan Tenney, an
accomplished scholar and an experienced educator and teacher,
assisted by Mrs. Anna Randall Diehl, whose training as student
and teacher in the celebrated Oswego Normal School, N. Y.,
richly qualified her as instructor of reading, elocution and object
and oral lessons.  Four institutes were held under the charge of W,
J. Corthell, A. M., and N. A. Luce, A. B.; the former well known
as City Superintendent of Schools, Calais, the latier as principal
of Freedom Academy in its best days, both for three years identi-
fied with our public school systems as County Supervisors.
Teachers and citizens expressed general satisfaction with the labors
of these persons and theirintelligent efforts to impart well-estab-
lished principles in the science of teaching and the best methods
of instraction founded thereon.

The following is a list of the institutes, places, times and num-

bers in attendange.
Tracuers’ Instirures, 1872,

PLACE. Date. No. of INSTRUCTORS.
Teachers,

ceemseesonn.oiAug. 20... 24 Prof. Tenney and Mrs, Diehl.
Damariscotta .. [ept. 2.... 3 do do
Rockland o covevnnnveninnnnns Sept 9.... 45 do do
Machins. .vve veneninevinrannn Sept. 16. .. 51 do do
Ellsworth ..o viinvuroiae . Sept. 23,0 30 do do
OFONO vveevemenncnen cansanns Sept. 30. .. 66 do do
Dextor vovevene vneunnr vnenn Qet. T..... 56 do do
Belfast.eeeieveenvnne iaenvan. Oct. 14.... 35 do do
Skowhegan .. . eene(Octy 21,00 72 do do

Augusta. .. Oct. 28.... 96 do do

Bath ........oevvvevvvenn. . [Nov. 4., 42 do do
Farmington...... ... Nov, 11... 91 do do
Biddeford o.vvvvieevnin i |Nov. 18... 95 do do
Lowiston .ouees ceeevennvaen s Nov. 25... 86 do do

Fort Fairfield...ovoveonnn oune iOct. 14.... €3 W, J. Corthell and N. A, Luce.
Houlton ..vvvenvannnnnenn.ee {Oct. 21.... 61 do do
Lincoln ... i 32 do do
Foxeroft

73 do do

The attendance of teachers at the institutes for 1872 has been
very much less than preceding years. Not more than one-half as
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good results were secured the past year as in 1871. This is
attributable to several causes. First, the demoralizing legislation
of 1872 thoroughly discouraged the hopes and expectations of the
teachers in the further progress of our educational system, in their
own advancement in public esteem and consequent better re-
muneration for their services. The inducements thus held out by
the State. for even a livelihood by teaching were anything but
flattering. Second, by the abolition of county supervision, the
general impression was conveyed that the attendant act estab-
lishing teachers’ institutes was also repealed, and hence no such
conventions were expected either by teachers or school officers.
Again, institutes, like all popular assemblages, have to be worked
up. This must be done by persons who, in spme form or other,
are paid for time and trouble. This work could not be done by
the State Superintendent alone. 1Ie did endeavor to avail himself
of the services of the town committees both prior to and during
the session of the institutes. In some instances this assistance
proved most valuable, but generally it was unreliable. For illus-
tration, and with no spirit of fault-finding, the following charac-
teristic instances of “ cordial sympathy and aid’’ are mentioned.
No. 1: The town supervisor in a personal interview, promised aid
but never came near the institute, spending the whole week in his
yard making bricks. No. 2: The city superintendent advised that
he could render no aid, as the district agent was unwilling to close
the schools. No room was furnished for institute sessions. The
schools were coutinued, except one day, when they were closed
for a Firemen’s Muster! T was informed that it was customary
in that place to close the schools for agricultural fairs and ‘“horse-
trots,” for menageries, circuses, traveling shows, and militia
musters. Strolling comedians are well patronized in that section.
No. 38: The town supervisor, a genial, jolly good fellow, promised
well, but, filled with political aspirations and fired with the pros-
pect of promotion through some ‘‘ new ‘departure,”’” spent the
greater part of institute week ¢ stumping ”’ i among *‘unen-
lightened "’ commuuities in politically benighted towns, where his
eloquence and logical appeals would diffuse more light and life
than among the teachers of his county. No. 4, and a good many
others industriously attended to their private business, in which
they would be better appreciated, than in serving State and county
educationally for nothing. :

Men and money are needed in every enterprise. The two years
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previous, each county supervisor with laudable enterprise and
ambition, thoroughly prepared the way for a full and successful
institute, by arranging for free or half board, reduced rates of
conveyance, by personal appeals to teachers, school-officers and
the community, and by personal oversight and management of
the institute. In Lincoln county the institute of 1871 numbered
nearly one hundred—in 1872, only thirty-five, although the Super-
intendent had personally secured the codperating aid of the com-
mittee of the town in which the institute was held and had arranged
for half-fare on the Knox and Lincoln Railroad. He had no time
- to make further arrangements, communicate with school-officers
“and teachers, and perfect other necessary arrasgements for the
eighteen institutgs brought within the compass of fourteen suc-
cessive weeks during school vacations, as they must be. If the
State would réalize the largest pgssible results from the so well
established adjunct of good school work—namely, Teachers’ Insti-
tutes, men as well as money must be provided, and possible duties
assigned to them.

EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

Besides the regular work of the institute, I have endeavored
the past auntumn, on one day of the weekly sessions, to organize
a county educational association of the school officers and teach-
ers in the county where the institute has been held. Such pro-

. posed convention was advertised in the institute announcements,
The response on the part of school officers was feeble. Associa-
tions were formed, however, in a few counties, under the following
form of copstitution presented here, with the hope that other
voluntary associations will be established on the same or a like
basis :

Educational Association Constitution.

Armicte 1. This Association shall b@ known as the
County Educational Association.

Agr. I1.  The object of this Association shall be the improve-
ment of its members in the science of teaching, and in the most
approved methods thereof; the diffusing of infermation upon the
system of Common School Education among the people, and pro-
moting harmony of feeling ; and the greatest possible advancement
in scientific and general information,

Arr. 1II.  Any teacher or friend of education may become a
member of this Association by subscribing to the Constitution,
and paying an annual fee of

Arr. IV. The regular meetings of this Association shall be
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held in each year, at such times and places as shall be
fixed by the Executive Committee.

Arr. V. The regular officers of the Association shall be a Presi-
dent, a Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer and an Executive
Committee, and shall be elected annually.

Arr. VI. It shall be the duty of the President, and in his ab-
sence, the Vice President, to preside at all meetings of the Asso-
ciation, decide points of order, preserve due decorum, and regulate
the exercises according to a programme furnished him by the
Executive Committee.

Arr. VII. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep a faith-
ful record of the proceedings of the Association, take down an
abstract of the instruction, debates, essays, and lectures, and pre-
pare certificates of membership. -

Arr. VIII. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep an
account with the Association of all moneys recgived and paid out, ,
and to settle his accounts with the Executive Committee.

Arr. IX. Tt shall be the daty of the Executivg Committee to
fix the time and place for holding the meetings of the Association,
to give at least three weeks’ previous notice of the same through
the county papers, or by hand bill, and to secure the services of
competent lecturers, instructors, essayists, and other persons for
conducting the exercises. :

Arr. X, All regular officers shall be elected by ballot, and a
majority shall elect. ‘

Arr. XI. Any of the provisicus of this Constitution may be
amended, and new articles added thereto at any regular meeting,
provided two-thirds of the members present vote in favor of such
amendment or addition.

L4

Two voluntary associations have been formed during the year,
one in Somerset county, ancther in Waldo county. As these have
resulted from the spontaneocus efforts of educators, the signs are
promising not only that the educational sentiment is reviving,
bu that it is taking due form of organization, and it is hoped, will
diffuse itself more generally through the State community.

The Maine Educational Association held its sixth annual meet-
ing Oct. 22d, 28d, and 24th, at Bangor, Thomas Tash, Superin-
tendent of Schools, Lewiston, President of the Association. The
city of Bangor generously furnished the free use of the City Hall,
while the City Superintendent, C. P. Roberts, Esq., andl the
teachers of the city, did all in their power for the comfort and
entertainment of those from abroad. The following subjects were
presented either in essay or discussion: *Town vs. district sys-
'tem,”‘ “ Teaching illustrated by language,”’” * Educational needs of
Maine,” ¢ Systematic elevation of teaching,”” ** Free text-books for
free schools,”” ¢ Free high schools,” “ Claims of industfial edu-
cation,”” ‘“ Complete system of public schools for the State,”
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“ departmental instruction in graded public schools,” ¢ what more
than reading, writing, gecgraphy and grammar,’” ¢ teaching and
its compensation,”” and ““ the principles which should inspire the
teacher.”” It is evident that the programme was an eminently
practical one, the papers presented, both by ladies and gentlemen,
were all valuable, and the discussions exhibited a fair compre-
hension of the vital eduncational question now pressing upon us for
solution. Full printed reports of the “sayings and doings’ of
this Asscciation cught to be spread broad cast throughout the
State. The revenunes of this crganization are not sufficient for
that purpose. Appeals have been made yearly to the Legislature
for an appropriation of $300 to accomplish this object. 1 beg
leave to renew the request this year. ‘

The following is a list of officers for the coming year,

President—C. B. Stetzon of Lewiston.

Vice President—G. T. Fletcher of Castine.

Becretary and Treasurer—R. Woodbury of Farmington,

Executive Commitiee—J. 3. Barrell of Lewiston, E. Wentworth
of Portland, R. M. Jones of Vassalboro’, Helsn B. Coffin of Castine,
Jennie M. Hayden of Farmington, and Susan M, Hallowell of
Bangor.

The following gentlemen were appointed a Committee to pre-
sent the interests of the Asscciation to the Legislature: Nelson
Dingley, Jr., of Lewiston; W. J, Corthell of Calais, C. P. Roberts
of Baugor, J. M. Stone of Kennebunk, and J. P, Redman of Ells-

- worth.
It is proposed to hold the next annnal meeting at Rockland.

THE PRESS.

There can be no doubt about the power of the newspaper press,
whether expressing the individual opinions of the great editorial
fraternity or reflecting the sentiments and wishes of the people,
With a semi-intelligent or ignorant mass the influence of an un-
principled, passionate, licentious literature, whether newspaper or
serial, is harmfal to a degree that can not be expressed. Such a
literature is undoubtedly stealthily stealing its way towards us
from the great centers of population and vice. ‘ Dime novels’’
and illustrated ¢ weeks’ deings’’ are flashed before the eyes of our
youth in a manner altogether. too conspicuous. Such articles of
mental diet should be placed under the ban of the law equally

6
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with ‘“unwholesome provisions,” ¢ adulterated drinks,”’  fire-
works,” and ‘‘lotteries.”” The general disposition and early
teachings of our community are decidedly averse to the impor-
tation or production of such corrupt and adulterated mental food,
and it would be well to express such a feeling in legal phrase more
complete than the present statute.

Our own newspaper press stands high in character and progres-
sive tendency. The treatment of educational questions has been
broad and impartial. As an instrumentality for informing and
directing the public mind, the pres§ has been most efficient. I
take great pleasure in expressing the obligations of the school
system to the editors of Maine, for their attendance at our insti-
tutes and educational conventions, for their well digested reports
~of such meetings, for their encouraging expressions, and their fair

criticisms.
EDpucATIONAL JOURNAL.

The Maine Journal of Education, published monthly by B.
Thurston, Esq., Portland, is the only teachers’ journal published
in the State. With six thousand teachers in the State, this repre-
sentative organ of theirs ought to have a subscription list sufficient
to afford a generous support. The circulation is only about twelve
huudred, and at the moderate price of $1.50 per annum, barely
affords an existence with no outlays for editorial services. The
extremely low wages of teachers does not allow them the benefit of
this periodical. Without doubt, they might derive much more than
this amount of value from the perusal of this valuable and practi-
cal journal, but they are unable to procure it. Other States, partic-
ularly Massachusetts, where we should expect an educational
journal would be selfsupporting, have made annunal donations in
ald of similar monthlies. Mr. Thurston offers to furnish a copy
for the committee or supervisor of each town at the rate of $1.00
per annum, provided the State will donate a sum sufficient for the
purpose. This will require an appropriation of $412, and the same
is hereby recommended. The following list of editors is a guaran-
ty that the subject matter will be practical and suggestive.

January—A. P. Stone, Portland, resident editor.
February—C. C. Rounds, Farmington.
March—Edward S. Morris, Biddeford.
April—N. A. Luce, Freedom. ,

May—J. W. Lang, Brooks.
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June—W. H. Lambert, Lewiston.
August—W. W. Woodbury, Rockland.
Seplember—R. Woodbury, Farmington.
Oclober—C. P. Roberts, Bangor.
November—Thomas Tash, Lewiston.
December—W . J. Corthell, Calais.

BRANCHES OF STUDY.

The statute prescribes the branches in which the teacher shall
be examined before obtaining certificate of admission to the public
school-room as an instractor. From this we are to infer what
studies may be pursued in the school-room. All branches pre-
scribed in the law are important and constitute a reasonable limit
when the enactment was made. But home and business life
demand more now than formerly. IHealth and comfort require
that we all know something about our physical constitution and
the rational methods of caring for the same., Hence the desira-
bility, yes, the necessify of understanding the elements of physi-
ology and hygiene. The laws of mental development require the
training of the senses or sense organs first, then the intellectual
Afaculties. Of these sense organs none are more important than
the eye and hand; hence the value of free-hand drawing. The
skilled eye and trained hand mark the first-class workman in every
industrial pursuit. I have taken occasion hevetofore to urge the
importance of these two branches, and will not repeat my argu-
ment. I beg to refer the reader to Mr. C. B. Stetson’s paper on
drawing, page 173 of the Appendix. I recommend that both
physiology and free-hand drawing be added to the branches pre-
scribed by law.

TEXT-BOOKS.

The “‘ text-book question’’ is still a vexed and unsettled one in
this State. Three years ago I presented an exhibit of the great
waste of money, time and energies, by reason of the unnecessary
cost and variety of school-books. I saw no effectual remedy
except by positive enactment of the State, securing joint and like
action of the several towns, and thas produce a uniformity in the
series used and a diminution in the retail rates. This action on
the part of the Legislature I have recommended every year since
and still suggest, unless a better can be found. By reference to
page 44, et seq., of this Report, it will be found that the School
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Committees very generally ask for ‘“ State Uniformity.”” T do not
propose to urge this request of the towns, but rather prefer here
to call attention to what may be termed the ‘“Bath plan,” so
called, as having been first adopted in this State by that city. It
consists simply in the town’s purchasing, owning, and loaning the
school-books to pupils. This method affords the books as free to
the scholars as tuition and the use of the school-room are. If all
the towns would adopt this plan, the knotty, vexatious question
of ¢ text-books” and ¢ text-book uniformity,”” would be most
happily solved, to the great relief of scholars, parents and genially
disposed educators who differ upon this point. The- present
statute is amply sufficient for the accomplishment of this desira-
ble end. See School Laws, gect. 6. Bath availed itself of this
advantage a few years since, and the methods of attaining it and
the valuable results therefrom, may be found as expressed in the
clear report of the City Superintendent, Rev, S. F. Dike, page 145
of the Appendix to this Report. The city of Lewiston has recently
adopted the Bath plan, and I cheerfully give place for the follow-
ing extract from the last school report, which came too late for
publication in the Appendix:
*“ Free Scroor Booxs ”’—( Lewiston.)

The City Council authorized the School Board to supply pupils
in the Lewiston public schools with such text-books as they may
think proper, at the expense of the city, beginning with the school
year opening in Sept., 1872, The books are to be loaned to the
pupil for such time as he may be connected with the class using
them; and for any injury to them the parent or guardian is to be
held responsible to the city. Teachers are required to account to
the School Board for all text-books put into their hands for the
use of their pupils.

. Under this plan, the first cost of text-books for the pupils in our
public schools, will not be over one-half of what it has been under
the old plan of requiring pupils to purchase for themselves. Again,
as scholars leave their books with the Superintendent whean they
have completed them, the same books will be made to do service
two or three, or even more times, while under the old system they
have too often been thrown aside after being used by one scholar.
. It is believed that the expense of school books under the new
pla._u, will not exceed one-fourth what it was under the old system.
This, indeed, has proved to be the case in Bath and some other
cities that have inaugurated the free text-book system. Besides,
the experience of these cities has demonstrated that the books are
better cared for under a system in which the pupil receives them
as a loan, under the supervision of the teacher, than that in which
the pupil has the ownership and regards himself as having a right
to do as he pleases with his own. Besides, the difficulty often
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hitherto experienced in inducing parents to supply their children
with school books, and the frequent loss of time to the pupil from
a want of such books, are entirely avoided under this system.
And more important than all other considerations, many children
who have been kept from school simply because their parents
could not, or would not, incar the expense of books, will, under
the free text-book system, be brought within the influence of the
school room. Indeed, on geueral principles, it is difficult to see
why the city or town that on grounds of public policy and neces-
sity is required by law to provide school rooms and teachers and
school appliances for their children, ought not also to provide
them with that most essential school appliance—text-books. Our
own belief is that experience will demonstrate that the free text-
book system is not only justified on grounds of economy, but also
. by the wisest public policy.

Were all towns to adopt this plan it is clear that not only all the
points claimed under ‘“State Uniformity ”’ wouald be gained, but
much more.  TFree books would be insured to all pupils both resi-
dent and that considerable number of floating population moving
from town to town according to necessity or the demand for labor.
A measure of flexibility is also secured inethat the several towns
can select books to suit their varied wants or tastes and probably
would be enabled to furnish them at less cost than proposed by
by the ¢ Uniformity’ plan. The towns, however, have not thus
far been inclined to avail themselves of the opportunity thus
afforded under the present law alluded to, Bath and Lewiston
being the only ones known to me. Probably, therefore, the
“State Uniformity ”’ method ought to be established by law, with
a saving clause in favor of all towns adopting the ‘“ Bath’ free
school-book plan. This would throw the burden entirely upon
the individuval towns and wouald allow the people the privilege of
free books at a minimuw of cost. This modified plan is earnestly
recommended.

DISTRICT SYSTEM.

T am happy to report that a more favoruble feeling exists in
relation to the abolition of the ‘“district system,”” so called. Our
people are perhaps slow in accepting new dogmas and changing-
from ““old” to “new’’ methods; but to their credit be it said,
that they are willing and ready to hear ‘“both sides of the case,”
and after they have quietly and leisurely looked over the ““papers,”’
generally gravitate towards truth, right and equity. Taken as-a
whole, there is not in the Union a more intelligent, fair-minded
State community than that of Maine—far above the average. The
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family stock, so to speak, is good,—the brain quality superior,—
the climatic conditions favorable for physical and mental vigor
and activity.. The question of ‘ abolition of school districts’’
-when first announced seemed to be a thrust at individual inde-
pendence, a curtailment of ancient privileges, a stealthy attempt
at centralization on the part of municipalities. The first alarm for
self-preservation has given place to a calmer consideration of the
matter. Under the ‘‘district system’ these facis were patent:
first, that the school moneys were inequably divided, some dis-
tricts receiving much more than they could profitably expend,
others much less than was absolutely needed ; second, poor school-
houses in remote and sparsely settled sections; third, short
schools, or poor ones if the agent attempted to lengthen by hiring
cheap teachers. Little money, poor school-houses, short schools,
are the necessary attendents of this system. How shall they be
obviated? Simply by the town’s dividing its momey so as to
afford equal school facilities to all in the town, building, repairing
and owning the school-houses, and controlling the services of the
teachers so as to afford nearly continuous employment to the
better class. The abolition of the system does not necessarily
change the present district limits, nor does it forbid the town from
appointing ‘“agents’’ to employ teachers; nor does it imply one
or two central schools, to attend which, pupils must travel miles.
I find an impression prevails that the ‘“town’’ system is well
enough for thickly populated sections, but is not practicable in
sparsely settied places. It is precisely the sparsely settled, rural
districts, that will be most benefited by the ““town’’ plan. The
rural districts of Lewiston illustrate this, and the advantages
gained there are worthy of an investigation by towns proposing
to modify their present systems. Ellsworth has recently substi-
tuted the town plan for the district arrangement by a unanimous
vote of the city government; the twenty-one districts have been
brought under one organization, and the results will be watched
with interest.

It is said, however, by the adherents to the “‘ old,”” that such a
unification of interests is well enough for cities and populous
towns, but not for small places. Without repeating former argu-
ments, I will simply place the ‘“pudding’’ on the table, and a
¢ glice”’ thereof ““ eaten’” will be proof sufficient in itself. I will
take, for instance, the town of Lisbon, with a population of about
two thousand. '
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The following is a communication received from the Chairman
of the School Committee :

. LisBox, December 18, 1872.
To Hon. WarreN JOHNSON—

Dear Sir :—Your recent letter requesting me to give some ac-
count of the results of the abolition of the district system in this
town, demands a more lengthy reply than I have time to give.
You wish me to state ‘“all the arguments for andeagainst the
movement, the advantages and disadvantages as developed by
actual experiment in the town of Lisbon.”

We are now nearing the close of our second school year under
the new system. We certainly ought now to be able to give an
intelligent opinion as to its merits. Perhaps a comparison of our
present condition with our condition three years ago will best
1llustrate our progress, and show the working of our experiment.
Three years ago we had—

1st. Three good school-houses, which had been built after much
delay and contention. All the others in town had long been
described in our annual reports, as a ¢ disgrace to the town, and
unfit for use.”

2d. Short schools of from ten to fifteen wecks per yearin ncarly
all the rural districts, and more money in the large districts than
could be profitably expended, and this evil constantly increasing.

8d. ‘“ Boarding around,”” with all its attendant evils.

4th. Quarrels and feuds without number in many districts.

5th. Gencral apathy in regard to school interests amonz the
people, and indifferent supervision by the Committee.

6th. Many scholars attending schools poorer, if possible, than -
our own in other towns, on account of being united with them by
district lines.

7th, The employment mainly of unprofessional teachers, or
those who viewed teaching simply as ‘“ means to an end.”’.

8th. The scale of wages had been so adjusted, that while the
villages could command good teachers, the rural districts were
usually served by those who had the business to learn, and could
work for apprentice wages.

Our situation now, and the causes which have led to it, are—

" 1st. As good a set of school buildings generally as can be found
in any town of the same size and wealth in the State. Siuce
abolishing the districts, we have built three fine houses, one of
which is arranged for two schools. We have thoroughly repaired,
painted and modernized all the others except two, one of which is
furnished with Shattuck’s furniture, and will be replaced by a new
house next year. All this has been done with the least possible
effort in the way of argument. Those people who formerly de-
feated the building of school-houses are now powerless before the
popular vote. They had no children to educate, and the taxes
whicl would have fallen heavily upon them under the old system,
are now cqually distributed on every dollar of taxable property in
town. Another element now enters into the matter of appro-
priations. Those in the roral districts say ‘“ we have to help pay
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for the nice houses in the villages, and we want equally good ones
for our own children.” It is suddenly seen that a good school-
house ncar by makes a farm more desirable to purchasers. Al-
ready we hear of men who are influenced to settle in Lisbon on
account of our excellent schools. The Committee have only to
point out the necessity for a new house in any locality, insert an
article in the warrant to that effect, and forthwith the necessary
appropriation is made. We have thus been enabled to accomplish
more.in twdPshort years than had been previously accomplished in
a quarter of a century in the matter of school-houses.

2d. Our schools are now of equal length in every district ; begin
and close at nearly the same time; are divided into three terms,
Spring, Fall and Winter, of nine and ten weeks per term, making
from twenty-eight to thirty weeks per year in every district.
This is the grandest result of all. Every man secures his equal
rights to the tree of knowledge. We no longer hear complaints
of paying heavy taxes and receiving no schooling in return. ““ Tax-
ation without representation’”” was bud enough, but ““taxation
without education’ is a thonsand times worse. We belicve the
abolition of the district system to be the only practical method of
equally dividing school money, unless there should chance to be
an equal number of scholars in every district in a town.

8d. The practice of “ boarding arouud,”” though founded in a
benevolent intention to lengthen the schools, is a reproach to any
town. Aside from the fact that no first-class teacher will submit
to it, it is exceedingly inconvenient and frequently subversive of
government in schools, on account of the familiarity engendered
by it between teacher and scholars. ‘“ No man was ever great
before his valet,”’ is a principle which applies peculiarly to teachers
in their intercourse with scholars out of school. .

4th. When the employment of teachers was taken from agents,
the prolific source of all quarrels was removed. Many towns have
returned to the old practice since the passage of the law in relation
to this subject, but the action of this town in abolishing the dis-
tricts will forever avoid this catastrophe. Perfect peace and union
reign throughout our town in school matters. Everybody seems
anxious to do what is for the best interest of the schools, and all
failures of the Committee to send acceptable teachers are generous-
ly overlooked, because it is well understood that the Committee
have no friends to retain in schools, except those who do goeod
work.

5th. The interest of the people in their schools, which was so
thoroughly aroused two years ago, continues unabated. Exami-
nations are held at the close of each term, which are attended by
large numbers of parents and friends. The Committee do their .
duty, not merely in a legal way, but have devised many exercises
and general meetings of all the schools, which have done much to
promote the wonderful growth we have witnessed.

6th. We are now, with few exceptions, educating our children
in our own schools. 'We have created a new district and erected
a commodious house therein, which breaks the last tie that held
us to other towns in the way of parts of districts. Any school
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officer knows it would have been impossible to do this under the
old system.

Tth, We now employ the best teachers we can find, We have
~employed a large number of graduates and students from the
Western Normal School, who have rarely failed to give satis-
faction, We have also drawn upon® varicus cities for teachers,
and always with fine results. Indeed, the first-class teachers seek
us now, so that we have our choice from a large number. Of
course 1his involves an increase of wages, which is due to those
who fit themselves to teach. .

8th. We have arranged our scale of wages so that our smaller
schools arc now sufficiently remunerative to retain first-class
teachers, which practically gives every scholar in town an equal
chance. The result of this has been to bring our schools up as
nearly on a level as numbers and circamstances will permit.

In conclusion, 1 would say, that while I do not regard cousoli-
dation as the cure for all the serious evils connected with our
common school system, I do think that no permanent or satis-
factory progress can be made until all districts are abolished. I
am not aware that any person in our town is dissatisfied with the
restults of our action. On the contrary, bundreds have expressed
to mc their confidence in the plan, and all freely admit that we
have made more substantial progress in two years, than in any
previous ten years. Under wise management, our schools will
soon rank second to none.

Hoping this brief statement may lead some other towns to try
the plan which has been the beginning of better things with us,

I am yours, most respectfully,
: E. H. GERRISTH,
Chatrman of S. S. Committee for town of Lisbon.

A private letter gives the following additional evidence:

“The fact is, our school system works perfectly and is an en-
tire success. There is not the least friction that I am aware of,
I think we have the best board of teachers this winter we have
ever had.  Our schools arc now all in operation.

But there is a far better side to our experiment in the sympathy
of scholars and teachers and everybody with the movement, and
in the improved tone of things connected with schools, which a
man can feel but cannot express. One of the pleasant results is
the difference in the reception of the committee by scholars and
teachers. Why, sir, it is more than we can do to visit enough
now, while formerly it was a matter of dread to all concerned.”

The publlic mind is not yet perhaps sufficiently informed to
strike out the ‘‘ district system’’ by sharp, legislative enactment.
It is better that the body politic gain a healthy condition under
the slow but sure process of natural growth and recuperation than
to shock the whole system by any powerful specific, however good
in itscif. The patient is apparently convalescent.
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FREE HIGH SCHOOLS.

For ‘“superior’’ education—that is, a grade intermediate be-
tween the ‘ common’’ school and the college, we formerly had
endowed academies, classical schools and private or denomina-
tional seminaries. A few of the latter, advanced to the grade of
semi-colleges, still maintain a flourishing existence under the im-

pulse of private endowments and of fostering denomiuational
“interest. © We have no classical schools, like Andover and Lxeter.
The academies, the former real High ‘Schools of the people, are
gradually disappearing from the field, where, at the proper time,
they did a noble and faithful educational work. There record is
written in bright letters,—their influence has pervaded and still
pervades every professional department of life. The ¢ happy
olden days at the “academy,”’ come in pleasant memories and
reminiscences to beguile the business-man or the merchant, who
is under 6bligations to his venerable ‘“ preceptor’’ for whatever
skill and culture now distinguish him. The academies served
their day, and well. They must now give place to a new order
of things. The world demands free education everywhere, cer-
tainly up to the threshold of the college proper. The academies
never gave it. The world demands education more generally
diffused, the privileges more widely extended. The academies
were limited in number, generally one in each county. We need
‘“superior’’ education in almost every town. Again, the acade-
mies are comparatively poorer than formerly, pecuniarily I
mean. With their present endowments and rates of tuition, as
large as ever, they cannot command the services of the ‘‘ giants
of former time,”” hardly even of the second-rate teachers of the
present time. Neither are they supported” by students from
cities and larger towns as formerly, for these places have estab-
lished free academies of their own in the form of the city and
-village High School. There can be no other conclusion, it seems
to me, but that the academy system must give place to some
other agency. What shall that be? It must be something in
response to the demands of society indicated above. To be free,
it must be supported by endowmeant. To be general, it must rest
upon the interest and property of all. To afford the privilege of
- “ssuperior ”’ culture to all, and to be in the largest degree cfficient,
it'must be in harmony with the public school system, and form
part and parcel of the same. This is essentially then the Zree
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High School. The engrafting of such an element upon our public
school system would tend greatly towards the enlarged culture
and refinement of our grown up boys and girls, our young men
and young women ; would open up facilities for advanced scholar-
ship to hundreds who now covet the privilege, but must be
otherwise forever debarred; would furnish our Normal Schools,
Seminaries and Colleges, with more and a higher grade of
students ; would give us more accomplished teachers, and in
truth would add dignity and lustre to the whole educational sys-
tem. I recommend the Free High School, established upon some
basis similar to the following:

Ax Acr 1IN Aip oF Free Hicn Scroors.

SectioN 1. Whenever any city, town or towns, shall establish and maiotain a suita-
ble free high school for such city, town or towns, and shall annually make special
appropriation, by tax or otherwise, for the same, the state by this act covenants to
appropriate annually in aid of said free high school, not already provided for by state
aid, a sum equal to the amount raised and actually paid by each ecity or town, for the
like purpose; in no case to exceed five hundred dollars on the part of the state; said
appropriation to be paid by the state treasurer from the general treasury, on or after
November first of cach year, upon proper ceitification by the governor and council, as
provided in section four of this act.

Secr. 2. It shall be the duty of the town, or school distriet, in which said free high
school shall be located, to farnish at the expense of said town, or district, a suitable
building and equipments for said school.

Sect. 3. The course of study in said high school shall embrace the ordinary academio
studies, and especially the natural sciences in their application to mechanics, manufac-
tures and agriculture. )

Secr. 4. Prior to the making or paying of any appropriation by the state in aid of
such school, satisfactory evidence shall be furnished to the state superintendent of com-
mon schools, and by this officer to the governor and council, that the city or town asking
aid, has complied with the conditions required in sections one and two of this act; and
a certificate thereof shall be issued by the governor and council for the benefit of the
city or town asking such aid.

Secr. 5. Cities, towns and school districts are hereby empowered to appropriate a
portion of school money to sustain said free high school, as indicated in this act, in
addition to the special appropriation required by section one.

Secr. 6. The free high school contemplated by this act shall be free to all youth in
the town on such conditions of attainments or scholarship, as shall be fixed by the super-
intending school committeo of that town; and the same schaol may be open to youth
from other towns upon the same conditions of scholarship, and at such rates of tuition
a8 the superintending school committee may determine.
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OBLIGATORY EDUCATION.

Compulsory attendance is another question upon which our
people must stop to think before they accept it by positive legis-
lative enactment. The first impression, when the subject is
presented, is decidedly against it It bears upon its face a touch
of “mowarchism,” of * Prussian military impressment,’”’ it seems
““anti-democratic,”” “‘anti-republican,”” it looks a little like engraft-
ing the absolute will of kings upon the institutions of a free, popu-
lar government. These are the instinctive feelings that first spring
up, and it is not surprising, for the very term ‘ compulsory,”’
awakens a feeling of ‘‘ suspicion,”” possibly in some instances, of
“repugnance.”” Citizens and tax-payers have, however, at their
firesides quietly read the arguments pro and con bearing upon
this question, have examined the specific points proposed by the
legislative bill in which “ compulsory attendance ’’ stands crystal-
lized in due form, and are fast coming to the conclusion that
children have righis which parents are bound to respect; that the
State is under obligations to the future; as well as to the present
citizen, to that portion of its population under twenty-one years
of age as well as to those over twenty-one; that the State not
only may have the righ! to put its hand into the tax-payer’s pocket
and take his money for educational purposes, but is also under the
solemn duly to secure that intelligence for and on account of which
it, the State, imposes this educational tax; that the State may
oblige the careless, negligent parent, to provide for the starving
mind as well as the starving body of his child; that the State
should compel the attendance upon educational privileges ordained
to prevent ignorance and crime as well as, allowing ignorance to
creep in, afterwards to force the individual from home, the
guardianship of parents and the privileges of society, into lock-
ups, jails diseased wii;h_vioe, and State prisons, mute indeed, but
frequent with the whispers, associations and lisping signs of
deepest, darkest crime. To the thoughtful citizen no other remedy
can be apparent, than that the State shall insist upon some accept-
able measure to secure the education of all its youth. Every
tax-payer should insist upon coercive education, for it is only thus
he will obtain compensation for his own time, labor and business
vigilance represented in his contributicn to the public treasury,
orly thus that he will obtain fulfillment from the State of the com-
pact she makes with him to return an intclligent community for
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the tax thus imposed upon him. Every child should demand it,
for it is only thus his rights and privileges will be secured, his
longings for true citizenship and full manhood be answered.
Every intelligent citizen should request it, for only thus will he
gain that security and protection which he expects when he
surrenders his individual rights and joins the ranks of civil society.
The State needs it as a safeguard against the pressing demands of
capital for cheap labor, raw muscle, mere human working machines, |
and against the incoming tide of immigration and ignorance to
supply this demand. The nation must have it, or order will give
place to anarchy, and the Republic will crumble to dust under the
decaying influence of illiteracy and improvident thoughtlessness.
The national census reveals the fact that the total number of ill-
iterate male adults in all of the United States is 1,554,931, If we
follow the statistician’s rule of adding to this number one-half of
those who report themselves able to read, but not sufficiently well
to enable them to understund readily common English, we shall
have 2,073,241 practically illiterate. For practical generalization,
we may say that this great number are now voters, may hold
office, give testimony in courts, and sit on juries. Now then, at
the last Presidential election the popular majority for the success-
ful candidate was about 750,000—one-third cf all the illiterate
adults. In 1868, Grant’s majority over Seymour in the aggregate
vote was about 280,000, less than one-sixth of the number of
illiterates, or one-quarter of those who could not read the very
ballots they deposited in the box. Shounld we exchange the
present method of electing a President to a suffrage purely popu-
lar, it is apparent that ignorance would held the balance of power,
and that the schemes, chicanery and money power of a few un-
principled men in the centers of population might sway the
popular expression in easy obedience to their own free will.

The danger from ignorance is alarming in whatsoever light
viewed, and must be met by the legislative dictates of intelligent
statesmen and ‘prudent law-givers. Without repeating the data
of illiteracy and non-attendance at school presented in my last
report, some form of legislative action is recommended for the
favorable consideration of the forthcoming Legislature. The form
of a bill, copied from that of Michigan, and modified to suit our
school organization, was presented in the same report.

e
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EMPLOYING OF TEACHERS.

The towns own the schools. They stand responsible to the
State for a pértion of their ‘support, and for their welfare and
guardianship. The town committees or supervisors are the
executive officers of the town in this guardianship. They ex-
amine and empower the teachers with suitable certificates or
commissions to enter upon the responsible daties of the school-
.room. It has always seemed to me proper that these same
officers should have complete authority in the selection or
employing of teachers. Certainly this is a sensible business
arrangement. It is not sensible that one party should first em-
ploy, and then a second party attempt to discover whether a good
bargain has been made. It has been customary with us for the
district agent to hire the teachers, and afterwards for the town
officers to examine and certificate them. I need not repeat here
the defects and evils of that system. To remedy these difficulties
the Legislature of 1870 enacted that the town committees or
supervisors have the sole power of employing teachers. The
suspicion of ‘‘centralization,” an apprehention of ‘“loss of old
rights and privileges’’ on the part of school districts, and the dis-
turbing, demoralizing influences of ‘“would-be educational dema-
gogues’’ induced the Legislature of 1871 to modify the enactment
of the previous year, so far as to permit towns at their annual
meetings to delegate the employing power to the district agents
for the current year. Whenever no action was taken by the towns,
the employing power remained in the hands of the committee or
supervisors. Educators were satisfied with this compromise, as
it left the power where it belonged, and at the same time the
towns were at liberty to empower the district agents if they
thought proper. At the close of the last Legislature, however, in
the very last public act, there crept in under the shadow of another
measure by way of amendment to an original bill a section which
completely nullifies the statute and brings confugion into town
affairs. The repeal of section two, chapter eighty-seven, laws of .
1872, is respectfully recommended, as many towns are now un-
certain whether by their past action the duty of employing teachers
legally belongs to committee or district agent. The repeal of this
section will leave the law precisely where it was in 1871, the
power to employ teachers remaining in the hands of the town
officers, the town being left at free will to delegate this authority
to the district agents.
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MISAPPROPRIATION OF SCHOOL MONEYS.

On page 28 of this report, I have suggested that the apportion-
ment of the, school moneys by the State Treasurer be made, not
according to the total numnber of youth between the ages of four
and twenty-one, but according to the number of different scholars
actually enrolled in school for a term at least of two weeks in the
year. The present arrangement of scattering the moneys indis-
criminately to those out of school as well as to those 2n school, )
appcars to me to be a mis-appropriation of school money.

Again, on page 56, I have drawn attention to the fact that
possibly some towns may either intenticnally or forgetfully use
the State school-monreys for other than educational purposes
According to section 5, School Laws, and the amending act, chap-
ter 56, laws of 1872, every city, town and plantation shall raise
and expend for the support of schools therein not less than eighty
cents for each inhabitant according to the census of the State,
under penally of forfeiting not less than lwice, nor more than four
times the amount of such deficiency. It seems to me that a simi-
lar penalty should be extended to the misuse or mis-appropriation
of any school moneys received from the State. Whatever sums
any town receives from local or public funds, in addition to the
amount raised at the annual meeting, should be sacredly devoted
to public school purposes within the year for which they were
intended.

GROWTH OF PUBLIC EDUCATION.

Public education has been and continues to be a plant of
growth. Starting as a simple germ, developed from home culture,
warmed by the influence of fireside instruction, summoned into
existence by the necessities of new governmental forms and
forces, it first took root in New England soil, under the thought-
ful care and provident watchfulness of the Massachusetts Bay
Colony.

The first legislation is the act of June 14, 1642, revised in 1658,
and as printed in the Body of Liberties and General Laws of the
Colony in 1660, appears as follows :

“Forasmuch as the good Education of Children is of Singular
behoofe and benefit to any Commonwealth, and whereas many

Parents and Masters are too indulgent and negligent of their duty
in that kind ; )
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It is Ordered, that the Selectmen of every town, (in the original
draft, ‘ye chosen men appointed for managing the prudentiall
affaires,”) in the several Precincts and quarters where they dwell,
shall have a vigilunt eye over their neighbors, to sce, First that
. none of them shall suffer so much Barbarism in any of their fami-
lies, us not to endeavor to teach, by themselves or others, their
Children and apprentices, so much learning as may enable them
to read perfectly the English tongue, and knowledge of the Capital
Laws, upon penalty of twenty shillings for each neglect therein.
Laws of 1642, June 14th, as revised in 1649 and printed in 3d
edition of * Laws and Liberties of Mass. Colony;’ printed 1672.”

‘“ Also that all masters of families do once a week (at the least,)
catechise their children and servants in the grounds and pwvcxples
of religion.,”” June 14, 1642; Mass, Record, vol. 2, p. 6, revised
1649 ; as printed in second edition of the revision of 1649, p. 16.

We next find the famous law passed Nov. 11, 1647, as recorded
in the Massachusetts Colony Records, vol. 2, page 203:

‘It being one chiefe project of yt ould deluder, Sathan, to keepe
men {rom the knowledge of ye Scnpeuxcs, as in formr times by
keeping ym in an unknowne tongue, so in these lattr times by
perswading from ye use of tongues yt so at least ye true sence
and meaning of ye originall might be clouded by false glosses of
saint, seeming deceiverc, yt learning may not be buried in ye grave
of o’ futhrs in ye church and commonwealth, the Lord assisting o’
endeavo’s.

It is therefore ord’ed, yt evry township in this jurisdiction, aftr
ye Lord hath increased ym to ye number of 50 housholdrs, shall
then forthwth appoint one wthin their towne to 'temzh all such
children as shall resort to him to write and reade, wlosc wages
shall be paid eithr by ye parents or masters of such chuul(,t}, or by
ye inhabitants in genrall, by way of supply, as ye major pt of
those yt ordr ye prudentials of ye towne shall appoint, provided,
those yt send their children be not oppressed by paying much
more yn they can have ym taught for in other townes; and it is
furthr ordered, yt where any towne shall increase to ye numbr of
100 families or househouldrs they shall set up a gramer schoole,
ye master thereof being able to instruct youth so farr as they may
be fited for ye university ; provided, yt if any towne neglect ye
performance hereof above one yeare, yt every such towne shall
pay 5s to ye next schoole till they shall performe this order.”

At the October session of the *‘ General Court:” 1683, the fol-
lowing was enacted :

“ As an addition to the law, title Schools, this Court doth order
and enact, That every town consisting of more than five hundred
families or householders, shall set up and maintain fwo grammar
schools and two writing schools*, the masters whereof shall be fit and
able to instruct youth as said law directs; and whereas the said
law makes the penalty for such towns as provide not schools as
the law directs, to pay to the next school fen pounds, this Court
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hereby enacts that the penalty shall be fwenty pounds where there
are {wo hundred families or householders.”” Mass. Records, vol.
5, p. 414, ,

The sister colony of Plymouth established similar laws. In
June, 1692, the two colonies were united into one provincial
government. One of the earliest acts was for the ‘“settlement
and support of ministers and school masters.” The third section
reads as follows :

“ And be it further eracied, &c. That every Town within this
Province, having the Number of Fifty Householders or upwards,
shall be constantly provided of a Schoolmaster to teach Children
and Youth to read and write. And where any Town or Towns
‘have the Number of one Hundred families or Householders, there
shall also be a Grammar School set up in every such Town, and
some discreet Porson of Goed Conversation, well instructed in the
Tongues, procured to keep such Bchool. Every such School-
master to be saitably encouraged and paid by the Inhabitants.”

“ And the Selectmen and Inhabitants of such Towns respective-
ly, shall take effectual Care, and make duc Provision for the
Settlement and Maintenance of such Schoolmaster and Masters.”

“ And if any Town qualified as before expressed, shall neglect
the due Observance of this Act, for the procuring and settling of
any such BSchoolmaster as aforesaid, by the space of one Year;
Every such defective Town shall incur the Penalty of fen Pounds,
for every Conviction of such Neglect, upon Complaint made unto
their Majesties’ Justices in Quarter Sessions for the same Sessions
for the same County in which such defective Town lieth; which
Penalty shall be towards the Support of such School or Schools
within the same County, where there may be the most need, at
the Discretion of the Justices in Quartsr Sescions; to be levied
by Warrant from the said Court of Sessions in Proportion upon
the Inhabitants of such defective Town, as other public Charges,
and to be paid unto the County Treasurer.” 4th W. & M., chap.
11; Prov. Laws, 1692-1774, p. 17.

In 1701 an Act was passed, which, after setting forth the pre-
vious Act in a preamble, and saying ““That the Observance of
which Wholesome and Necessary Law is shamefully neglected by
Divers Towns, and the Penalty thereof not Required, tending
greatly to the Nourishment of Ignorance and Irreligion, whereof
grievous complaint is made. For the Redress of the same’” de-
clared ““ That the Penalty or Forfeiture for the Non-Observance of
the said Law shall henceforth be Twenty Pounds per annum.”’

And the following new provisions were added :—

1st. That ““ every Grammar Schoolmaster be Approved by the
Minister of the Town and the Ministers of the two next adjacent
Towns, or any Two of them, by certificate under their Hands.”

2d. ““That no Minister of any Town shall be deemed, held or
accepted to be the Schoolmaster of such Town within the intent
of Law.”

7
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3d. “ And the Justices of the Peace in each respective County
are hereby directed to take effectual care that the Laws respecting
Schools and Schoolmasters be duly Observed and putin Execu-
tion. And all Grand Jurors within their respective Counties,
shall diligently Enquire and make Presentment of all Breaches
and Neglect of the said Laws, so that due prosecution may be
made against the offenders.” Prov. Laws, 1692-1774; p. 136.

In 1718 the penalty for non-observance of the laws above recited
was increased from twenty to ¢ Thirty Pounds on every Town that
shall have the Number of one Hundred and fifty Families, and
Forty Pounds on every Town that shall have the Number of two
Hundred Families, and so pro rafa, in Case the Town consists of
two Hundred and fifty or three Hundred Families.”” Idem. p. 199.

Here we see the first developments of the public school system
of New England. A single community, impelled by the percep-
tion that general intelligence is the condition of success, and that
this intelligence can be secured only by public education of the
youth, first order such an education, then provide means or reve-
'nue whereby these facilities can be guaranteed. The grading of
schools follows to meet the different requirements of the various
towns and classes of people. Penalties are attached for failing to
provide schools as the law directs, and the compelling power of
the “ Commonwealth”’ begins to be felt. The State inherits the
responsibility from the twin colonies, modifies and improves the
school code in accordance with demands of the times, seminaries
and colleges are endowed, academies fostered, common school
funds established, school taxes perinanently imposed, institutes
and Normal Schools thrown wide open to the thousands of teach-
ers, local supervision, Boards of Education and State Superin-
tendencies established. Thus the system of public education
developed with the lapse of time, until what two and a quarter
centuries ago was the feeblest of shrubs has grown to the vigor of
a mighty tree, pervading with its healing influence the thought
and industries of the Great Republic of the new world, with
winged seeds has flown across either ocean and touched to a fresh
and better life the teeming, serving millions of the old world.
Monarchies vie with republics in educating the masses. Holland
and Switzerland are surpassed only, if at all, by monarchical
Prussia in vigor of educational effort and perfection of school
discipline. England abandons the parochial system and adopts
the common school and compulsory attendance. Austria and
Italy send the priests into the churches and open public schools
to be taught by those who can teach the best. Russia decrees



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. ‘ 99

education for her freed serfs, and China and Japan from their semi-
civilized retreats send inquiries for light to the uttermost parts of
the carth, earnestly seeking how best they may profit from the
examples of others in establishing at home the means of common
culture. A

This development of public education has not been made however
without encountering immense opposition, nor without meeting
serious obstacles to hinder its growth and at times to retard all
advancement’ whatever, sometimes even depriving it of its fair
proportions and its elements of progress for years. For a long
period the Church declaring ¢“ignorance to be the mother of re-
ligion”” withheld knowledge from the masses, and confined the com-
mon rudiments of learning and culture to those officiating at the
altar or in the confessional. These bonds were broken when Martin
Luther vigorously proclaimed that ignorance is the mother of
superslition, that common intelligence and common culture are
handmaids of an intelligent {aith and of vital piety, and declared
with tones of authority that the municipalities of Germany must
provide for the education of every child. Even in New England
it required the lapse of 150 years to recognize the propriety of
opening the public schools for the admission of girls, and it was
not till 1808 that women were thought fit to become public in-
structors of the young.

-

Girns’ Scmoons v New Exeraxp.

.““In the enlightened towns and cities of Massachusetts girls
were not allowed equal privileges with the boys in the public
schools until about 1830. In Boston the first attempt to open the
public schools to girls was made in 1790 by Caleb Bingham, a
schoolmaster in that city, one of the earliest graduates of Dart-
mouth College, and the author of the Columbian Orator. He
succeeded in getting the schools open to them during the summer
months, when boys were scarce! This was continued until 1830,
when the schools of Boston were thrown wide open to girls and
boys. The record in New Hampshire is not much better. For
160 years the good people of Portsmouth made no provision for
the education of females, and no regular instruction was provided
for them until 1815. The academy of Exeter, like the college of
Dartmouth, was opened to Indians and closed to women.”

Thus one chapter after another has been added to the history of
the ““ Public Schools ;”’ one element after anotber has been incorpo-
rated into its existence, until to-day it stands forth, not complete
and in every point symmetrical, but firmly grounded in the system
of every enlightened government, and thoroughly intertwined with
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the best thoughts and highest interests of a free people. Free
education for all is the instinctive demand and prime necessity of
. all republics.

STATE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM.

The history of educational development has many lessons for
us, none more valuable than these, numely—

First, That society must assume the respounsibility of ordering
the education of youth. This responsibility can not be left with
the individual, with benevolent associations, fraternities or re-
ligous bodies, or to charity. The old Brotherhoods of France, the
Established Church of England, the parochial, demominational
schools everywhere, have failed to accomplish the purpose. So-

~ ciety through its organic forms of municipalities, State or national
governments must issue the fiat, ‘“ I'ree education for all.”’

Second, The accomplishment of this command implies ways and
means, and ways and meauns imply‘a money revenue. For edu-
cation to be provided free to all, not the indiyidual, but property
must be taxed. No fees for admission, no poll-tax for schools, no
rate-bills, but free, absolutely free schools for the higliest; and the
lowest, for the richest and the poorest, absclutely free, from the
lowest form of the primary school to the threshold of the American
college, and eventually through the State University. This sup-
port must fall upon property, the revenue must be equably drawn
from the wealth of the town and the wealth of the State. All the
obstructions to a free common culture must be removed, and all
facilities requisite thereto must be furnished.

Third, With all facilities offered, as indicated above, the next
desideratum is good workmanship in the school-room. Thisis the
third element in a complete school system. It comes under the
general term of instruction, and involves all the aiopliances where-
by skilled operatives may be secured in,the great work of training
our youth. = All the higher forms of education, such as academies,
seminaries, free high schools, &c., means whereby advanced pupils,
apt to tcach, may easily gain the amount of knowledge sufficient
to enable them to enter the school-room; all these forms come
under the direct care and guardianship of the State. Besides these
opportunities for mere acquisition of knowledge, means should be
furnished for securing professional skill on the part of the teacher.
This implies the establishment of teachers’ associations, insti-
tutes, Normal Schools, normal departments and professorships of
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didactics by the State, whenever and wherever possible. These
agencies, under the order and patronage of the State, will lift
teaching from its present -crude, experimental condition, to the
rank of a profession, based on well defined laws of mental develop-
ment, and carried into executive activity under well determined
principles of pedagogics. '

Fourth, Inspection is the fourth eclement in public education.
It matters not how proficient the workmen may be whom we put
into the school-room to discharge the duties of that responsible
situation, a certain amocunt of directing influence and watchful
surveillance is necessary to insure harmonious and systematic
effort in the varicus departments of scheol-work, and to secure
the best possible results. This inspecting care must extend from
the highest form exercised by the people through its organic
representative body, the Legislature, down through every form of
official agency to the lowest condition of local or district agency.
The completeness of this inspection in the number, grade, specific
duties, quality and efficiency, depend entirely upon the supreme
will of the Legisiature and the demands of an intelligent people.
Every successful public school system thus far established recog-
nizes this fourth principle. ¢ Bearch for your school inspectors
with lanterns,”” says little Helland, with the best system of primary
- instruction in the world. ‘‘As your inspectors are, so will your
teachers be,”” pronounces Prussia, with the best educated common
people in the world. Twenty-four of our sister States with State,
county and town supervision, or inspecto¥s, clearly declare the
necessity of this element in the expressive fact that with an ex-
perience varying from three to eightéen years, none have ever
discarded it, or any portion of it. Maine alone has the discredit
of first violating this principle in the establishment and operation
of her public education.

Fifih, Last, but not least of all, it is highly essential that the
State should not neglect the rights, privileges and culture of those
for whom she prepares this entertainment, this feast of’ good
things, this common development of all the faculties, physical,
mental and moral, in the thousands of youth entrusted to or taken
in charge by her. Respect for the rights of hundreds and thou-
sands of children now held in the bondage of ignorance by the
severe demands of capital for cheap labor, or by the extorting
avarice of parents and guardians, compels the State to lend a
listening ear to their cry for manhood and womanhood, for noble
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and intelligent citizenship and the freedom of common culture,—
nay more, compels the State to loosen the clenched hand of igno-
rance and avarice, and to place those helpless child slaves within
the walls and influence of the Free Public School. This and other
considerations, but especially the experience of other enlightened
governments to which we have referred in our historical review,
compel us to announce compulsory attendance or obligatory edu-
cation as one of the fundamental, vital elements of any system of
public instraction. Nothing but the will of the people as expressed
in clear, positive statute, can secure the education of every child
within the limits of the commonwealth.

These fundamental principles formulated and carried out in
detail may perhaps be best understood by inspection of the
following table:

1. Avrsoriry. { Town—inferior, co-operative with the
State, and enlarging school facilities.

[ Equable tax on entire valuation of State.
Auxiliary tax on property in several
towns. (These two taxes for teachers’
wages.) Tax on property of towns to
build school-houses, and in general to
furnish all school facilities necessary.
Co-operative aid from school funds and

| special taxation. '

Prescribed studies. Qualifications of
teachers. Graded Schools. Free High
R Schools. Normal Schools. Institutes.
3. InstrucrioN. { Associations. Free education to both
sexes from the primary school through
the several school grades to and through
lthe State University.

gState Superintendent of Public In-

; {State—-supreme, ordering and securing.

2. REVENUE. -

4. InspectiON. < struction. County or. District Inspec-

tion. Town Supervision.

Compulsory attendance of all youth
between ages of 8 and 16 at school,
(public or private,) at least twelve
weeks in the year.

5. OBLicAaTORY EpUCATION.

SCHOOL LEGISLATION.

It is a lamentable fact that school legislation in Maine has not
heretofore been based upon recognized principles of public policy
or of abroad, comprehensive system of public education. The
vision of legislators has too often been bounded by the limited
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confines of their own town or district. This is not a matter of
entire surprise, when we consider that the free public school, born
in the private family, cradled in the local community, strengthened
to vigorous growth by town support, now in its manhood claims
~ full citizenship under the care and guardianship of the State,—
nay more, demands full recognition by the national government
itself. The mind and grasp of the legislator have not expanded
so rapidly as the subject has increased in its importance and
necessity. Again, in the matter of public education, while every
legislator feels and acknowledges that something ought to be done
to advance the common schools of the State, he is disinclined to
follow the suggestions of those who are entitled to a respectful
hearing by reason of their long experience and investigations in
connection with the public schools. More than this, many a legis-
lator, who would bow with deference to the opinion of a railroad
director in railroad matters, or to the judgment of the Insurance
Commissioner, of the State Prison Warden, or of the Refqrm
School Superintendent, in all matters pertaining to those depart-
ments or institutions, gives but a passing thought to the sugges-
tions annually made by our school officers in their reports, and
sometimes is persistent in presenting his cwn plans or views,
though based on nb practical experience either in the school-room
or in supervisory work.

It is a notorious fact that some of our school legislation, un-
legislation rather, was initiated and carried by legislators who
never have been recognized as educators—never have been seen
in any educational association or in conference with school officers
and teachers—never attended teachers’ institutes or teachers’
meetings—have not for years been within the walls of their own
school-house, while the school was in session. It is an infamous
fact also that some, a few, a very few, one or two, legislators have
labored incessantly in opposition to all educational progress, not
upon principle, but upon prejudice and pure selfishness.

It would seem to be the duty of the prudent legislator therefore,
first to examine and weigh carefully the suggestions offered by
these who have seen service in school-work, who base their recom-
mendations upon actual expetience; second, to consider the
relations and bearings of such suggestions not merely upon his
own district or town, but upon the entire commonwealth, and
third, that principle, not prejudice nor selfishness, should regulate
his legislative acts in a matter of such vital importance as public
education.
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SUGGESTIONS. ,

In closing his report, the Superintendent desires to express his
sincere thanks and obligations to his Excellency, the Governor,
and to the Executive Council, for their generous sympathy and
co-operation during the past year, to teachers and educators in
every part of the State for their.encouraging aid, and to the press
and friends of educaticn for their kind advice and friendly criti-
cism. Gathering information and suggestions from these sources,
and humbly endeaw;oring to profit from his own experience and
observations, he respectfully presents in concluding this report
the following

REucoMMENDATIONS.

1. Free High .Schools, act to establish the same. See page 90
for “ Superior”” education. : :

2. Some form of intermediate inspeciory agency between the
town committees and State Superintendent, to represent the inter-
ests of the State, and to increasc the efficiency of the present -
snpervision, See page 57.

3. Apportionment of moneys from the Statce treasury to the
several towns according to the whole number of different pupils
entrclled in school for the year, and not, as now, according to the
whole or censas number of scholars between the ages of 4 and 21
years of age. See page 27. '

4. An amendment to the present law, so that *‘repairs, fuel,
ingurance,”’ &c., shall be paid by extra tax, same as school-houses
are built, and not out of ““ school money,’” as at present. See p. 35.

.5. Appropriaticn of $8,000 for fences, grading grounds, books,
apparatus, cases, &c., for Hastern and Western Normal Schools.
See page 61.

6. Penalty upon towns for non-use or mis-use of school moneys
received from State, same as provided in relation to per capita
tax. Sece page 28, and School Laws, Section 5.

7. Add elements of physiology, or free-hand drawing, or both,
to present list of prescribed studies. See page 83, and School
Laws, Section 54, item second.

8. Some form of legislation to secure the education of all the
youth in the State. See page 92.

9. Uniformity of text-books. See page 83

10. Repeal of Sect. 2, Chap. 87, Laws of 1872. See page 94,

11. Appropriation of $300 to Maine Educational Association.
See page 81,

12. Appropriation §412 to Maine Journal of Education. Seep. 83,

13. Memorial to Congress in relation to distribution of publie
domain for public school purposes. See page 10.
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COUNTRY SCHOOL-HOUSE.

See “School-Houses.”



Plan for Country School- House.
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No Reti
1 1

1 G‘E

-
- 9l
2 T

- 2
N
1 7

- 3
I -t
Tl e

e -]

- - 3w 16 33 816 - 80 - - 3 5 4
- | 3000, 300 168 491 130] - 231 18 16 - - 20 - 12
- 17 350 200 400 85 - - 20 - - - - -
~ {2200 400 - 550, 153 - | 295 15 - - - 10 - 14
- |25 00 300 200 200, 58] - | 248 1] 100 - 2] - 10
- | -} 387 262 350 26| - | 284 - - - - 3 - 3
- - | to0 150 3000 110] - | 267 8 - - - 2 35| 13
- | = 1 350 200 300] 100] - | 3929 - 3 - - 10 - 6
- -] 179 112 wBo- | - 0 50| - - I
- - - - 50 - 4 - | - - - - -] - -
- - | 306 187 21 118 - | 307 6 - - - -] - 2
- | 1200 225 100 o] - | - | - 132 150 - - 25 35 9
- 192800 500 275 9250 118 - | 255 5 - - - 0 - | -
— 192300 300 148 600 245 - | 284 17 95 - - 1] 2 85
~ 1 - | 250 200 136/ 39 - | 200 922 - 2 - [ N B
- | -] 200 150 go| - | - | 235 - - - -0 -1 -
- | 20050 308 145 450 3 - 117 19 28 2 - 38 44 98
|- to0 175 g0 13 - | 210 - - - - 1B 14 3
- | - | 33 200 128 - | - | 300 - | - - - 20 - | -
-] - S 00, - | - R - - - - -] -
- - | 400 200 65 - - B - - I
- - | 280 139 250] - - 54l 2000 - - - - 135 15
- - R 250/ 180 - - - - - - N e
-] - | 400 187 ot 33 - | 241 - - - - 6 - 1
- - | 350 150 140 1 - | 116 6 57 - - gl 50 10
93 490 338" 179 21,628 3,000 145 2 16 1,192 1,009 1,418' 225 1,705l 733l ess
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Baldwin ...eovevnnsanns 391 255 199 230 184 15/ .498 39 12, - - 12 4 1 $500{ $3,300{ -
Bridgton ..o eveevenennnn 868 515 430 419 350 - 39/10 39 3 20 - - 20 8 ~ - - -

Brunswick ............ . 1,719 840 738 858 743 - 439 11 19 - 6| 27| 22 1| 10,000 34,000 2

Cape Elizabeth.......... 1,772 1,532 1,374 1,734 1,612 130 .84/13 20 13, -~ 5 14 11 - - 30,000 4
Casco....... eoseanaens 415 228 158 223 185 35 4110 212 3 9 - - 8 4 - - 3,600 -
Cumberland ............ 558 307 240 324 266 - 4519 4110 2{ 10 2] - 9 8‘ 2 3,400 7,300 1
Deering......cocvvnnen 1,216 608 513 623 514 20| .42(8 413 4| 10 3 2l 10 4 - - 20,000, -
Falmouth .. .. 598 335 290 432 357 25| .54/8 i1 12 -~ - 12 7 - - 7,000 1
Freeport ..... . 786 402 309 537 441 200{ .48[8 5 - 17 1 21 17 11 2 1,200; 10,000, -
Gorham....ovvevnnennn 1,148 515 430 573 521 68 417 39 3 19| - 11 19) 12} - - - 1
Gray ..ooevversvenncnne 600 375 300 375 320 200} .50/9 10 12} - 2] 11 7N - - 5,000 -
Harpswell ..... sesersaee 643 312 246 320 275 - 4017 218 190 - - 12 2, - - 7,000 -
) Harrison....... .o ..., 410 199 138 286 233 200 .45/11 10 3| 10 1 - 11 4 - - 3,000 -
Naples......oovvnnnanes 435 180 143 305 245 75) .45/9 1w 3 13 - - 12 4 - - 3,125 -~
New Gloucester......... 507 241 203 314 258 36| .45(8 9 13 4 -7 120 7 - - 4,000, -
North Yarmouth........ 331 No Return. - - - - - - - = = =] =] - - - -
Otisfield .......... . 361 210 171 242 195} - .51}9 3)10 1} 12} 1] -~ | 12 7] - - 2,500 —

Portland....... ... 11,055 4,305 3,986 5,438 3,961 - .36/17 23 1| - {all 13) 11| - - 400,000, 10
Pownal ...... 321 155 126 257 211 - 527 4/9 3 9 2 - 11 6] -~ - 3,000 -~
Raymond.... .. 447 231 170 275 204 - 4219 9 2l 11 - - 11 4 1 800 3,400 -~
Searborough ........ .... .60t 352 273 350 orob 175 4all0 112 5| 1ol 1 -| 10/ 9 - - 5,600, -
Sebago ovrivieviieannn 311 166 118 174 132 115] .40|8 19 3 9| - - 9 3 -~ - 1,600 -
Standish ....000 e .. 609 " 382 327 461 395 - 59110 10 2{ 13 1 - 13 - 6,200{ -
Westbrook ..... PP 940 416 334 495 392 379! .39/10 12 20 7 1 3 7 5 - - 17,4000 1
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TOWNS.

Baldwin........vevuvun
Bridgton oovovvenn..
Brunswick ... veiuaen.
Cape Elizabeth .........
Casco...ouennn.
Cumberland .. ..........
Deering...coovvvueenn
Falmouth «.vvvevueen...
Freeport v.oeeesesenvan,

Gorham., ... ooveuinana
Gray .. .o vevvinennn.
Harpswell ... ..., o
Harrison........... ceee
Naples........

New Gloucester. ........
North Yarmouth........
Otisfields.vovuve venevnns

Number of Male Teach-

786, 335 258! 563! 456] - 459 110 20 19 -~ -~ 19 13} - - 6,000, -
| i ] | \ | \
606 299| 230, 315 2600 50, 4012 (11 sy 10 4 - - 3,6000 -
—_— e e e e | —_ I B el e Eo e B B
28,437 13,686/ 11,704 16,1230 12,082 1,543 46l 411 2l 307 15| 23! 3u:l a4 7 15,900, 586,425 20
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FRANKLIN COUNTY.

Number of Male Teach-
ers employed in Summer,
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Carthage ...oeeeenienn. 183 127 105 179 158 10, .72|8 5‘8 o= - 6 4 1 $630 2,000
Chesterville ..........0. 356, 218 178 226 191 25 .52“7 39 1] 13 - 12 9 425 2,100
Bustigeoei cvenaneennnss 134 94 80 104 79 - 597 310 5 - 5 20 - - 1,250
Farmington 1,120 708 604 850 714 50 .5812 13 25 4 1 23 17 1 1,200 9,000
Freeman ,...o cvvvvunn.. 221 133 102 174 137 - 5418 3110 10 21 - 10 2 - - 1,600
Industry....... . 280 137 118 208 172 - DHYT 319 1] 1 - - 10 3 - - 1,000
Jay..... . et seeans 532 308 263 376 329 - .56(9 11 16 4 - 16, 10 1 800 6,800
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Dallaspl.eeenavvnnn.n .. 631 No Return. - - - - I - - [ L R S - -
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Green Vale pl..........
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Washington pl......
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Chesterville ...
Bustiseovr sieeninenenes

Farmington ... coovvuel!
Freeman covve veurniee s
Industry ....... e,

tesseeena

New Sharon........ ...
New Vineyard..........
Phillips........ N
Rangely «v vvveannnanes
558 3
RS 3 (0] Y-
Temple ..o vvveanns cees
Weld.oovvvenenne v

Jerusalem pl,.vaeoen. ..
Letter E pl..... tesrenen
Perkins pl . vooevrannens
Rangely pl..... ves
No. 6 pl....... .
Dallas plo.oeeee carnaens
Sandy River pl.........
Washington plieaveoaaes
Lang ploe.evierenvnnn s
Green Vale pl ..........
Coplin plo.vvsveun e,

—
B OO D U et = D

z
=)

N

" e en® ot

—
W= = 0D OF L0 b2 = Ot

urn.

— 0~

- | 2500 328 151 809 - | - | 270 20 37 2000 - | 100] 40| 60
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- 2600 295 160 486 - | - | 225 15 50 950 - 50l - 25
185 00 330 150 580 - | - | 207 922 - - — | 18 el 36
6 24 ou] 280 180 1700 508 - | 31| 371 3| a0, - | 230 160 60
- 13325 350 300 448, - | - | 291 14 714 10 - 50l - 1
— 2200 200 150 43¢ 116| - | 27| 12 31 - - 50 - 21
- l2400 300 18] 0 46| - | 208 2 -.| - - sol - 52
9 9555 271 200 1,170 %1 - | 261 38 %o 2000 - | 160 - 90
- 123 00| 500 180 315 66l 34 297 - 60 - - 25 - "
~ 119 06] 315 1090 634 121 - | 392 16 5 2006 - | 100, 0| 50
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HANCOCK COUNTY.
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Amherst ....... cereaans 161 101
AUTOT& vvevans vonnannn 93 83
Bluehill ..vvevnvennnnen 649 348
Brooklin....ovvavseane 358 230
Brooksville..... teveaans 560 296
Bucksport.esees vove s 1,200, No
Castine cooe vevsnennass 501 309
Cranberry Isles......... 139 66
DeerIsle vovvervaceanns 1,606 865
Deditam........ veeenens 164 98
Eastbrook .ovvvvvens vunn 73 66
Bden....coveunuus veees 477 295
Ellsworth ...... wressene 1,935 1,095
Franklin..eieennnsns . 425 316
Gouldsborough .......... 645 394
Hancoek ....... reue 370 208
Lamoine ...... 250 150
Mariaville o coovvvnsoun. 130 89
Mount Desert .......... 334 222
Orland........ T 610, No
(05 T 108 71
Penobseot...ovvienvann 541 337
Sedgwick 414 251
Sullivan 304 147
Surry ... 400 289

l Average number attend-
I ing Summer Schools.
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38 28 6 478 slia ! 9
463 401] 146 5208 8 3 19
246 216] - | .68|8 9 9
288 241) 215 439 49 8
276 24| 15 4923 |12 4
106 88l - | .5llo 2§ o 5
1,042 863| 350, 498 4lo 3 22
105 81| 12| .97 9 8 7
- - -] -9 3 - 4
365 3% - | .618 8 4 15
1,189 glol 95| 4712 I8 21
293 231 65| .56/3 8 10
437 360| 80 .539 1|9 16
161 135 6 .40l9 9 1 6
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Friendship....
Hope......
North Haven.
Rockland .. ..
St. George . ...
Thomaston....
Union ..
Vioalbhaven .
‘Washington .

. Warren.. ...
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LINCOLN COUNTY.
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cEx | B2 | 83 | Es | 58 |88 |3 |55xESxE 2 8 B R OIEL] 8 27 |2®
TOWNS. 28w | 28 | g2 | B3 | g4 (B2 8 |oiosa~E A B § |8 55 2 | 3% |33
= e bo-g R ] S (5% |G MSE P Bl lu ke o g |uo o o -
Sk =) 28 2o ag y (P 2FLES S (0 18 v & 82 = =9 o |8k
EENE T ®g u @ o8 |89 SS|88°I8ET |y ey ogly [gB] ¥ 28 |x%
w8 | 2§ ¥z | 28 o2 28 |§ScgniER2 25352818 128 % 2 |25
Stw| 25 | 52 | 85 | 5% £E84|0g —Zleg55/588ela 452 ¢ 8% |8¢
S8 55 Y Rl fw 258|853 | SEis®lsa|z* 3855 2 3 |5m
BmES | ma | <@ | 2B | <8 &5384Fw dw dESzzzBmsSEszE] S M2 (=5
Aloa coovveii i e 267  No Return. - - - - - - - - = -] -] - - - -
Boothbay «veevevvnnnan 1,133 - 700 601 874 773 100} .6110 10 2| 17 - 2\ 16] 10| - - $8.480| -
Bremen.....oeecoeuunns 306 224 185 263 231 30, .689 28 3 9 I - 9 7 1 $1,200 4,000 -
Bristol.....cvvvveneunen 1,120 637 523 804 513 300{ .46/10 10 4 2L} - -| 21 9 - - 8,400 -
Damariscotta..... ... .. 430 251 217 266 228 12 6210 211 6 - 3 7 2l - - 3,500 -
Dresden ... . 262 166 117 190 150 - 5119 28 . 4 9 - - 9 6 - - 5,500 -
Edgecomb aes 383 173 130 213 180 - 409 1110 5 T - I 8 2 -~ - 3,380 -
Jefferson. covevevssnann. 656 407 310 490 385 - .53’0 210 7 - 1 15 M4 1 800 6,000 -
Newcastlovvvnivus o 475 288 235 288 247 25 .5118 29 14 - -1 13 7 - - 5,000 -
Nobleborough ... ... 451 239 202 274 232 25 '48i9 38 2 120 - -1} 12 8 - - 3,200{ -
Somerville . voe vuun s 167 118 110 156 124 12 '70i7 8 7 1 - 6 5 1 200 2,400 -

Southport ...... 261 159 134 192 158 30| .568 9 1 5 -1 - 5 2] - - 1,000
Waldoborough.. 1,399 922 790 870 750 220 56|12 11 3y -1 -1 32 13) - - 13,400 1
Westport ...... 974 121 107 159 1350 - | 4419 8 1 4 -| -| 4 3 - - 3,900 -
Whitefield ......... 552 320, 269 425 336f - 55T 311 2] 18 - | - 187 10{ - - 5,500f -
Wiseasseb vove venevansns 645 3756 245 416 360 75| 4711 12 6 - 1 7 6 1 500 4,000, 1
Monhegan Isle pl....... 136 No | Return. - - - - - - - =] -1 -] -] - - - -
8,917 5,100 4175 5,880 4,8020 829! .b3'9 29 51 183 20 8l 182! 1040 4 2,700! 77,6600 2
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Number of Male Teach-
ers employed in Winter.
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No. of Fewale Teachers |
employed in Summer.

No. of Female Teachers
employed in Winter.

Number of Teachers
graduates of Normal
schocols.
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Average wages of Male
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Average wages of Female
Teachers per week,
exeluding board.

) Average cost of Teach-

ers’ buard per week.
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Amount of school money
voted in 1872,
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State funds in 1871,

Amount derived from
local funds.
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Amount paid for tuition
in private schools,
academies or colleges
within the State.

Amount paid for same
out of the State.
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Amount of money ex-
pended for repairs, fuel,
insurance, &e.
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Amount raised to pro-
long publie schools, in
money, fucl, board, &e.
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Amount paid for school
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OXFORD COUNTY.

No. of children belong-
ing in town between the
Number registered in
Suwmmer Schools.

TOWNS.
Albany......... ceveaeae
Andover ... ..o veeennns
Bethel ..........0. ceres
Brownfield. ............
Buckfield........... cere

Byron....oovieiiennnn..
Canton ....vueeiinnanan
Denmark ...oovevenranes
Dixfield . .vveeevenennae
Fryeburg ..............
Gilead. ... veeevvne e
Grafton.... .

Greenwood
Hanover. .

Hebron ...
Hiram. cove ever vene aenn
Lovell ovvevrnevnnnanns

Newry....
Norway.....

Oxford..oevvineennn....
Paris civeevinreiniann
Pera .........

2583 | ages 4 and 21 years.
w o

-
-1

o

I Average number attend-
i ing Summer Schools.

113
162
362

Return.

268

180
205

Return.
185
53

185
Return.
175

107

198

165
27

84
339
215
440

166

umber of distriets in

town,

Number in good condi-

tion.

Number of graded

schools.

Number of parts of

districts.

Number of school

houses in town.

Number of school houses
built last year.
Cost of the same.

: |
= e
IR SRR NSO It
S8 % E g9fZ3axd
=] =3 S g 3 2v=
2 53 52 |3 (BPIEEC
24 28 128 lu 22234858
1280 > ] ~ A 9 g
2'S g (B2 |° ;v AN
£2 | B B0 |bdFEEAET
5% | 88 2. |FEEELEED
28 | 5 22 .53 <a¥<En
EE | Bw [S8E(s8—
Z5 | <8 AESAZw dw d
—_—
189 149) - | 4878
184 1B - | .87 5 4
6lo] 500 - | .567 3
301 250 sl 538
48 40/ - | 466
250 200, 25 .587
288 244] 95| .55'8
266 224, - | .60'8 2
90 0 - | Bl5 3
15 13 9 - -
288 218] 25 .51/¢
253 201 - | .58 3
147 131 8 .5018 9
318 264 75 4610 4
350 275 - | .5210
38 25 - | .48]I0
- - T
133 125 8] .78/10
C 4100 335 - | 519
446 345 125 527
678| 580 350 .48 3
225 206 ol .6ale 4

N

|
|

Estimated value of all
school property in town.

—
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— e
=
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O e O
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3
>
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3,550

2,800

150
4,000
3,500

1,600!
2,000

5,000
7,000
2,500
5,000
100
1,000
1,500
11,500
4,550
10,000
4,500

Number of Male Teach-
ers employed in Suminer.
Ve
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RoOXDUrY.eevaeevenevnne

(1700 AP

Upton.vvvvvviennienes
Waterford voevee voenaans
Woodstoek.eovuevann vas
Andover N, Surplus pl
Franklin pl.....ooenenn.
Fryebarg Acad. Gt. pl...
Hamlin’s Gt. pl
Lincoln pl...... .
Milton pl ..vvvvnnnaen,
Rileypl covven vevnnat

408 217 193 254 185 100 .469 310 13 2 13 4 - - 1,950; -
54 35 29 18 16 - .41‘ 3"8 1 6 1 - 3 1] - - 475 -
481 241 199 342 287 - b1y 1:10 13 - - 13) 10 - - 4,000 -
171 103 93 122 97 20/ .558 39 2 8 - - T 2 - - 1,500/ —-
154 111 9 91 67 14 409 1.7 3 5 - - 4 1 - - 5501 C -
490 240 195 320 275 80, .489 9 16 ) 16, 12! - - -
197 103 83 131 117 63/ 519 1!10 4 7 - - 7 6 1 700 4, 500 1
54 27 23 28 23 6] 439 5[9 1 4 1 - 3 24 - - 500] -
490 242 198 396 327 23 .53;9 2‘10 4 14 1 - 14 11 1 800 11,000! -
368 143 119 222 178, 50; .408 2:9 4/~ 11 1 - 10 4 - 2, 500) -
12 No | Return. - - - -1 - I - ==l =) =1 - - -
75 33 24 65 3 - | a5 36 3 - -| 3 3 -| - 5005 -
6/ No Return. - - - - l - - -1 - - - - - - ! -
44) No Return. - - - - I - - = =) =] -} - - - -
12| No Return. - - - -1 - - =] = =] = - - - ; -
90 49 41 71 57 12| .64:12 9 2 2 - 2 1] - - 800] -
15/ No Return. - - - - - O R SN RS = - |-

12,783 6,109 4,900 7,602 6,226] 1,023 .51i8 39 10 341] 26 6i 3281 202 4 2,650 100,525{ 4
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OXFORD COUNTY—(CoNCLUDED.)

TOWNS.

Number of Male Teach-
ers employed in Winter,

Albany ..cevevenveninann,
Andover ..
Bethel. .o.oveviuees vunn
Brownfield....oosovuevnns
Buckfield .......... veee

Dixfield ... .v. ..
Fryeburg ........
Gilead.........
Grafton.....oevvvueen..
Greenwood ......... Voo
Hanover ...o.ovvveeenn,
Hartford..o.ovvvevronn.
Hebron ..oovvveviannans
Hiram oovvvvaivneennsn
Lovell vovinennanann..s
Mason..ooevevevenn aus
Mexico .
Newry ..

‘Norway...ooeen s RPN .

Oxford. ... e es
Paris.ovieeeeeenennanen
Peru ......

seea ssen sans

SN0 Q0 O DO 2 Ot

—

—

O LI WO et O = W

No. of Female '[eachers
employed in Summer,

No. of Female Teachers
employed in Winter.

l
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—
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O et aF =T

urn.

SO ~F i 2

1

—

=T O OV DD

2 By a o .
@ = @ i o=
& = Not less than .S ° ] B S
23 g;; 3. 1%, ] 80 cts_for each 8~ 8 E 38 |8 [3% |2 ,,33. 5
e g o g S . N B = = 2. 3 K, Il 2
S5 ©WE.we B8 3 inhabitant. | g E5 |5 cE2 el o BB 1285 &
5o |gEE|zEE|SE | 2 5 g% | E38ZSg|fi,lsES| S
Sy BofesEles | B 2T 18T |2 ' ES | =fsa|mE |ERSIEEL =
wo |FRReizgR Al Jwo |25 [¥E |G ol 8o 320/ 3R lu, L5223 '2d
S lsedoe®or| 37 [FE 5% |E SE|TE c8Es gz lEdfEe] Bg
- . -2 . L) - e = - -
Zseinssines B2 B2 |gE528g 54152\ EE 5Ss 55 |E3E|5Es EE
B ci5e3(585 52| €8 |28 ze2 ¢35 | 281253 |gESE| 22 |22 5|2 wa| g8
SEQLFE=ER & 88 |[HEmo8s 84 | 83 | 82 (8 '8 88 |E82|5g3| B
ZHR<HI|IHS| <95 | <f [Mas e < < | <8 <EzE| <3 |[<AE|<2d| <8
— 1$22 00| $3 00] $2 00|  $525] $4] - | $3 00 $21] $36/ $100] - | $150] - $25
~ | 24000 3093 218 754 1420 -~ | 276 22 20 - - - - 36
-~ 12366/ 318 217 1,826 44 - 317 - 36 - - - - 111
- | 2400 335 250 1,196 -~ - 2 45 38 129 - - - - 74
- | 2250 250/ 175 193] - - 2 81 6 21 ~ - 500 - 14
2 20 00 3 00| 2 50 985/ 198 - 2 67 61 - 2000 $150] 250/ $100| 50
- 12494 268 169 1,150 363 - 248 31 33 175 - 107 - 75
- 2580 312 160 1,500 294! - 2 83 42 16 - - - - -
- | 2600 317 150 329 66 - 2 54 10 15 100, - 15 10 10
- - | 300 100 85 100 - | 446 2 - - - - -
9, 23 50, 280 170 900, 223 - | 234 30 26 - = - - 65
- | 2467 253 300 1,056/ 359 - | 336 30 24 50 - 2750 452 52
- 119 25| 3 00| 2 090 750 166 - | 312 19 - 50| - 50 40 25
- | 2678 331 157 1,114 - - | 202 36 - 325 - 159 75 60
-~ |22 000 300 200 900 86 -~ | 212 35 200 200 - 250 100 75
- | 2400 275 200 140 46] - | 259 4 - 100 - 1) -~ 2
- 12200 290 17 366 - - 100 L - - - 110 - 21
9 25 00/ 3 50/ 200 456) 193] -~ | 3 43 11 65 - - 15 - 14
- 146000 402 20l 2,000 436 - | 294 53] - 2000 - | - - 157
2 29 08| 335 193 1,32 19 - | 236 RI - 300(  100] 455 - 91
- i 25 000 3 00 175 2,220 (- 190 89| 187 1,200 300[ 375 100, 150
- 12090 280 162 745 - - 215 28 34 1350 - 100 115‘ 47

9%
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Porter soeievnnnnn
Roxbury...veveveennen.
Rumford..coovevene vnnn
3170 A
Stoneham .4.uue.n. .
Sumner. .. ievevein e
Sweden ....vvieaiie e
Upton ... vieveainennns
Waterford...oovveus oune
WoodstocKeesose vennunnn
Aundover N. Surplus pl...
Franklinpl ............
Fryeburg Acad. Gt. pl. ..
Hamlin’s Gt. pl.........
Liocoln plie.v..veanaes

—
O bd bO 2 B 8 DD = O

No

D

No
No

No
180

....
=)
|

-

—
S
—

pt
ad o
—

Pt D TN et D OO et

Ret urn.
9 1
Ret urn.
Ret'urn.
Ret urn.

41
Ret urn.

299] 155

2| 256 61y 3 36| 181 1,200, 316} - 3 32 32| 100 300} -~ 116 - 54
- [ 22000 228 1564 200 0 - 370 5 = 16 - 6 6 4
- 12400 288 2400 1,250; 280] - 2 60 42 153 400, - 175 192, 54
- [ 24 00 3300 143 400 58 - 2 34 14 - 75 - - - | 15
- [ 2300 2500 215 340, - - 2 17 13y - 25 - 60 20, 16

1) 22 00 2 55 - 1,200, 249] - 2 74 35 10 150 - - 100; 60
- 12100 373 194 00| 261 - 3 55 17 100 50, - T4 31 37
- 13000, 300 250 226 M- 417 4 - - 12 - T
- {3200/ 396 292 1,500/ 4700 - 2 94 - - 324 - - 125 80
- | 2500 317 205 1,000, 204 - 2M 20 - 53 - 1350 - v
- 121000 225 140 143 - - 190 6 - - - 60, - 8
- ] 2200, 250 175 225 51 - 2 60 3 - 25 - 22 25 -

111 24 63° 3 031 195 28,999 4,6121 - 2 T4 817 1,205 4,559' 550 3,032 1,491' 1,536

‘XIANTdAV
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PENOBSCOT COUNTY.

85

L, Q. t ' i 2 . m .
422 | £l o El 8 1% (3Buswa s 2 15 |2 5 E
gegs | o, | 22 | = s 23 & |2%82a282 |4 S 18 |2 ws
221 8L | %% | % 33 108 12 REEEEER 23 2|3 2 ;| S=

= o3 P -, = S 2 | =2 e 82 9 b = =3 o =) ) )

g3 | 22 | BE | 25 | Eg 2% IS |EREESEE 2R 5 R |18g § | 22

TOWNS. g5z ) 2SS | 82 | B3 | B4 (52 |8 leialz®.m (A B R | (33 ¢ g%

Taas a0-g 58 w5 Su (§° g"oégﬂq’&:ﬁsaw MU P G P A8 o > 2

FEw | Emo)omE ) ER | 82 05 | FEEESESS S B OIS 8 R 8L = ) 3R

S By 35 &8 5 & %28 2= BRISELIESTE |5Z(55l84l8 (58] o - - A

sEc | g8 | g4 | 5% | £F 354 33RERRES A EEEtiREE L 2s] S | £

S 09 El 2 w0 e 2w 2558 | ERIERFIEEIEMEREIERE a 5.5

EEE| 58 | <8 | BE | <& KEZSEw dpm_ 348 ZEmgaeEEEE S | 4%
ALBODL evee eeearenanens 230 85 75 156 148 12, 488 410 8| 1 -| 4/None - $400
Argyle oveeeiennnnn. 115 80 60 90 0| - | 5712 |12 4 -1 -] 4 4 - - 1,600
Bangor ... veueeenn.s|  5,284)  3,9800 2,605 3,323 2,664 - | 5012 521 1 | 41 34/ 30 - | 120,000
542 272 208 324 257 - | 438  4]10 15 -] -| 14 9o 1  $550 5,600

312 196 140 165 131 147 4310 |10 3 =| 1 3[None| - - -
1,089 541 436 595 507 100 .43|10 411 1 7 - 1] 13 o7 - - 16,000
. 238 155 120 149 16, 50 .5011 510 5 6 I 5| 5 1 6001 2,500

Carmel .... ... eeeas 497 248 210 348 286 -~ | .08 38 1 - 2 1| 3 - - -
Carroll . s veee vuenanss 242 191 148 175 144 2 .609 48 8 8 -| -| 6 3 - - 2,000
© Charlesfon «.evvoeseuens 466 282 220 297 252 - | .509 18 4 100 ~| -| 10| 8 1 9000 4,500

Chester vvvvee vane cannns 151} No | Return. - - - - } - l - L I B - -
Clifton. .. . 138 94 73 81 62, -~ | 499 29 4 5 -| ~| 8 5 1 675 2,225
Corinnae, . 538 313) . 244 406 343 118 .47 29 2 13| 4| o 1¢ 11) 1 600] 10,000
COrinth covevus vuveanen 508 253 210 374 311 - | .5l7 38 2 17 1 -| 18 11) - - 6,000
DOXEOT e en vaaanrnann 9911 - - - - 500 -| -8 1) n| 1 1 16/ 9 - - 10,700
DixXmont veve vevevinen. 498 300 240 398 348/ 100, .6010 |10 120 2 -} 18] 1 - - 3,000
Eddington +veve veue ... 256 153 124 198 19 - | 8510 (10 3 7 -] -] 7 6 - - 3,500
Edinburg co B 9 - - - -l T R N R | R U B 1,400
Enfield ... 210 146 101 90 67 30/ .409 10 6 - - 6 1 1 300 1,000
Etna ... . 349 223 174 263 224 - | 578 512 2 8 -| -| 8 5 - - 4,000

Exeter..... veeeenen e 540f No Return. - -~ - - - ‘ - - = -} =] =] = - -
Garland.. ... oo anun s 462 273 213 279 2301 190 48111 (10 10 2 -| 100 7] - - 6,000
Glenburn ...o.vuuus.ee. 278 195 200 257 215 200 747 210 3 T -| - o - - 3,500
Greenbush «..v.vus.ea.s 300 214 © 159 - - 25‘ - lm 3, - Wo— -1 5 4 - - 2,600

Greenfield,......... 284i- No | Return. - - - - - - -1 =1 ot =1 =1 - - -

Number of Male Teach-
ers employed in Sutnwmer,

‘STOOHOS NOWWOD

1
|HIIIIII|IH1HIIIHIIIIwlll



-

ot

o

-

Hampden....... 1,025 514 478 780, 11 - .58]9 !12 19; - 2 19 6 - | - 10,000| -~
Hermon.. 570 300 263 400 330] 100 .52|7 39 14;_ -1 -1 13 5 2 1,150 3,075
Holden . . ves 285 150 126 240 196 - T 19 3 8 -1 - 8 - - 4,000, -
Howland wuvsnvrsvensen 53| No Return. - - - - -1 - - =] =] =] =1 - - - -
Hudson ....... Cerenvens 285 157 115 187 141 153 .45(10 9 o= - 6 5l - - 1,100, -
Kenduskeag. . N 273 163 116 160 120 40| .44)7 2114 3 3 1 4 3 3 - - 3,000
Lagrange ...o.eve veeeon 236 137 95 131 107 19 4312 - ‘13 4 4] - - 3 3 - - 1,400, -
Lee ...oovn s '. 361 295 237 247 185 10/ .68/10 18 2l 8 I - 9 2 - - 5,000/ -
Levant ... . e en 455 268 197 289 240 11 -48(7 38 4 11 2 1 11 Tl - - 3,700, -
Lincoln.. .... €36 349 305 286 276 - | .4cllo 811 100 -1 1 9 s 1 700 5,500 -
Lowell 180 139 113 64 55 120 47111 28 8 -1 - 7 3 1 200 800 -
Mattawamkeag ... ..... 120 72 48 62 37 24] 4019 112 3 - - 20 9 1 200 1,200
Maxfieldeovn veeronen s, 63 57 50 - - 2 -1 ’ - 4 - -] 2None| - - 50
Milford....covvvnnnnnn 309 19% 141 219 190 25‘ 53|12 10 4 - 1 4 4 - - 6,000, -
Mount Chase........... 115 88 5 - - - - {10 - 6 - - 2/None] - - 300 -
Newburg....... eee 364 205 161 240 186! - I 4818 3;11 1, 10 2l -4 10 "o- - 2,250 -
Newport..... .o 466 255 25 300 30“ 5] - |10 ]10 3 8 2 2 9 4 - - 4,000 -
0ldtown + oo vveevrnnunnn 1,355 672 502 810 €35 - | 429 2/10 8 - 9 - - - - 4,500
OrONO0. «v v vareaensannns 978 431 345 386 308 161 3310 |12 1 - A 10, 7 2| 2,200 13,000
Orrington oooevennnnn s, 648 327 262 488 417{ 1256 528 510 1 11} - 2| 13} 11} - - 5,200, -
Passadumkeag.......... 92/ - - le - 1 - o1 -] -4 - 4 - - 4 9 - - 1,200, -
Patten .....oeeeienonns 278 176 156 167 132 38 .52/9 18 6 -1 - 6 1 - - 1,375
Plymouth....... .o 350 130 102 208 169 - .39/8 3;10 3 8 1 1 9 4 - - 3,000, -
Prentiss ... 182 133 97 147 102 - 548 112 5 1 - 4 2 2 1,200 2,600 -
Springfield...... 327 162 114 152 123 60| .3¢|6 38 6 4 - 7 4 - - 3,600 -
Stetson v....... eeeranas 335 212 189 263 231 20; .63|9 18 7 1 1 7 6l - - 5,000, -
Veazie...vovvsviennnn. 279 150 135 200 186, -~ 5715 112 I -7 =1 - 2 - - -
Winn ..ovvvninennan., . 194 116 94 171 128 12) .57/10 110 3 4 2 1 4] 4 - - 1,500 -~
Drewploo.cvovennvnnns, 31] No Return.i - - - - - 1 - - = = - = - - - -
Medway ple.eescnssa... 185 163 68 - - - - e - 1~ -] 3 1 - - 1,500 ~
Pattagumpus pl 431 No | Return. - - - - - ] - - - -] -] -] - - - -
Webster pl.. 22 20 18 16 18 2 719 i12 2~ - 1 1 - - 50| -
Woodville pl . 69 51 50 - - - - 112 - 4 - - 20 -1 - - 60l -~
No 1, North Division pl 39| No | Return. - - - -1, - - L T TN R B R - - -
No l Graund Falls pl.. 28 No .| Return. - - {l - - } - - - = -] =] -] - - - -
Lakoville ploe.ca.s Cees 39) No Return. - - 1 - -] - - - - -] = =] - - - -
Tndependence pl........ 135 74 55 80 66, - 44412 iS 3 2l -1 - 2 1 1 250 568] -
25,9070 13,578] 10,700{ 14,660' 11,851 1,572 .51i9 5[10 3] 3781 29 82 413| 252l 16 9,625! 300,453
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30

COMMON SCHOOLS.

PENOBSCOT COUNTY-—(CONCLUDED.)
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Hancock ... 231 153 9 11,335 133,315 6 116 240 112 33 36 80 3 60 2 25
Kennebee ...oovevtvins careneananns 355 206 3 3,200 220,275, 17 166 330 202 16, 31 08 379 2 33
KDOX.evue conevnesnaonanneanns 125 80 9 8,175 124,770 7 86, 144 67 15 38 38 3 81 2 92
Lincoln oeeevirs reenvnenviinannn s 182 104 4 2,500 77.660; 2 101 166 72 13 32 98 3 85 2 84
Oxford 328 202 4 2,650 100,525, 4 180 299, 155 11 24 63 3 03 195
Penobscot 413 252 16 9,525 300,453’ 15 167 446 271 14] 36 84 3 75 235
Piscataquis «.ooveventiinevinraran s 115 68 3 5,410 33,960, - 26 108 78 1 32 31 3 14 194
S o R - 115 80 2 4,500 99,200/ 7] 58 1290 82l 10| 3774 393 278
S0merset..e.eeis iens verrcnneenie s 320 143 4 2,033 ]16,4505 3 l?Si 294 185 20 26 86, 3 27 185
Waldoeovevrnr toorvves cvnr cvneannn 237 116 7 3,457 88,710‘1 . 3 174 254 90 17 30 17| 9 98! 219
Washington ......c.coovv v 238 135 11 10,154 154,650, 25 93, 255 138] 40 38 49| 3 91 2 47
B 3 S 333 213 10 34,221 204,300’ 16 183’ 330 171 7 32 70 3 93 2 58

3,868 2,279 121 $131,799!  $2,644,264' 145! 1,870' 3.9591 2,213 270l €33 171 $3 60 2 32
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Androscoggin vieeie et neiien o, $62,313 $33,362 - $3 59| $1,102 $405 $1 392 $'751 $4,187 $385] $3,194
AT00St00K .. vv ettt i e 21,628 3,019 $145 216 1,192 1,019 1,418 225! 1,705 733 684
Cumberland ....... 116,681 49,692 - 3 06 2,197 1,771 5,260 1,640 4,604 673 2,153
Franklin...... 15,405 2,056 59 2 55 287 731 2,790 - 1,677 525 779
Hancock ...... 34,089 9,207} 67 2 55 850 1,257 787 500 2,549 956 1,132
Kennebec......... ... 57,269 17,191 - 3 15 1,368 170 6,162 1,545 8,991 1,928 2,259
KDOXevieniinn i iiinninannnnnns 44,880 11,297 - 3 12 756 190 753 200 8,185 1,085 1,138
Lincoln.... cooevieeiiieviinnnnnn, 23,393 3,694 - 293 4417 - 2,685 - 1,894 510 863
Oxford.....coviveniiiniinnieennen, 28,998 4,612 - 2 74 817 1,205 4,559 550 3,032 1,491 1,536
PenobsCot vuve vurn vrrn ceee sannanann 91,102 32,696 14 2 91 1,813] 2,866 5,206 1,093 5,866 262  3.562
Piscataquis....veveieevnnniinnaens 12,281 2,703 15 2 64 265 553 243 5 620 12 298
Sagadahoc .......oiiiiiii et 33,978 18,874 42 3 66 500 236 2,611 310 6,323 610, 1,050
S0Merset veves evnesiee connnennannns 28,724 3,102 14 239 804 1,892 4,310 126 4,454 625 1,411
Waldo oovuviin ittt eaes 32,329 6,663 264 2 73 562 - 3,895 50 2,798 1,620 793
Washington ..........ooo it o 47,402 13,176 - 2 68 1,110 1,939 6,292 131 6,961 549 1,341
York.ooor i eei i wee . 67,247 20,975 3 3 10 1,467 168 7,062 1,575 13,075 1,200 1,946
$717,7191  $233,038 $632  $2 87l $15,537 $14,408]  $55,425] $7,9950 $76,8411 $13,164 $24,139
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT.

1872. 1861. 1871.
Whole number of scholars between four and .

EWENLY-00C. sevt cvee ces ves eene cenranns 226,751 249,061 225,608
Number registered in Summer Schools...... 118,222 138,924 112,813
Average attendance . ...... ... oieenan N 92,750 105,381 87,290
Number registered in Winter Schools........ 126,311 148,571 126,147
Average attendance ... .......vveen et ien 102,443 116,557 101,177
Probable number of truants or absentees in .

0 - T 17,487 . 18,989
Per centage of average attendance to whole

1117 177 .49 .45 .50
Average length of Summer Schools in weeks

and days, 55 days per week....... co..unn. Iw. 2d. | 10w. 8d. | 9w. 3d.
Average length of Winter Schools in weeks R

afd days, 55 days per weeK..v.uer aaeeonns 10w. 10w. 6d. | 10w.
Average lenot,h of schools for the year.......| 19w.  2d. | 2lw. 4d. | 19w. 3d.
Number of dis:ricts ........................ 3,861 4,151 3,853
Number of parts of districts . 310 360 350
Number of graded sehools. . v.vvvvvnivv ot 462 | ...l 420
Number of School Houses...ovv vaunivnvnnn 3,868 4,010 3,790
Nuwber of 8chool Houses in good condition. .. 2,279 2,157 2,234
Number of School Houses built last year..... 121 119 119
Uost of the same. . .ovuveue et vunrcinnens $131,799 $92,3568 $117,364
Estimated value of all School Property...... 2,644,264 1,250,000 2,488,523
Number of Male Teachers employed in Sum-

TOOT o oienr eee sone snscensaensanns 45 |ooivvniiane, 119
Number of Male Teachers employed in W mter 1,870 f.eeruiinann. 1,801
Number of Female Teachers employed in Sum-

111 1C) PN 3,959 {....veinnan, 3,790
Number of Female Teachers employed in Win-|

73 A 2,213 |..eeennn ves 2,180
Nuamber of Teachers graduates of Normal .

Schools . . 270 fooeiennann. 264
Average waves of Male Teachers per month

excludmg board ...v ivir i e e e $33 17 $22 01 $32 44
Average wages of Female Teachers per week,

excluding board «... ... il il 3 60 2 19 3 43
Average cost of Teachers’ board per week . 2 32 145 2 30
Amount of school money voted.............. 717,719 478,017 719,602
Excess above amount required by law..... .. 232,406 64,626 119,452
Amount raised per scholar................. 2 87 162 3 07
Amount drawn from State Funds............ 15,537 9,280 15,444
Amount derived from local funds.. - 14,408 19,210 14,639
Amount paid for tuition in pnvute schools

academies or colleges in the State......... 55,425 43,517 48,774
Amount paid for the same out of the State.... T4995 [ovvevineanns 11,552
Amount expended for repairs, fuel, insumnce,

&o...... 76,841 57,013 93,460
Amount expended to prolong schools ........ 13,164 12,483 12,966
Amount paid for school supervision...... .... 24,139 12,053 23,623
Per centage of average attendance to scholars

registered vo.ees iiitciii it il 80 Joeiiiiiniia 79
Per centage of average attendance to Summer

SChOOI8 tevtiet vie et iees teeaas s IS £ 20 P 78
Per centage of average attendance to Winter

Sehools v teit i i i e 12 1 T P .80
Aggregate amount e.xpended for Schools...... $991,607 $742, 952 $1,000,964
Amount of School Fund.. Ceeveee 312,975 161,250 309,109
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COMPARATIVE TABLE.

1872. 1871, Increase.
Whole number of scholars between four and
EWENEY-018 o.v tvut rnn e ceen cinnaans 226,751 225,508 1,243
Number registered in Summer Schools. .. 118,222 112,813 5,409
Average athendance e 92,750 87,290 5,460
Number registered in Wmter Schools e 126,311 126,147 164
Average attendance..... ... ..o iii il 102,443 101,177 1,266
Probable number of truauts or absentees in
L7 O 17,487 ! 18,989 | dee. 1,502
Per centage of average attendance to whole !
DUMbBET. .. eeiint ten e e e 49 .50 | deec. .01
Average lenbth of Suminer Schools in weeks
and da.ys, 5% days per weok . 9w. 2. | 9w, 3d. { dec. 1d.
Avemga length of Winter »chools in Weeks
and days, 5 days per week.. ... ee el 10w 0w, oo
Average leng;nh of schools for me year ....... 1w, 2d. | Yw. 3d. |deo. 1d.
Number of districts....... oot viveiienann. 3,861 | 3,853 8
Number of parts of districts ..........oou.. 310 | 350 40
Number of graded schools ................. 462 | 420 42
Number of school houses. . 3,868 | 3,790 8
Number of school houc»s in vood coadmou 2,379 2,234 45
Nuwber of school houses bmlt last year ..... 121 119 2
Cost of the same. . $131,799 $117,364 14,435
Number of Male Teachers employed in Sum-
................................... 145 119 26
\ﬁxmber of Male Teuchers employed in Win-
= A P 1,870 | 1,801 69
Number of Femals Teachers employed in !
SUMMIET . o oot otie et ceee tees veee anas 3,959 3,790 169
Number of Femals Teachers employed in ’ :
1 11 2,213 2,180 33
Average wages of Male Teachers per month, . .
excluding board ... ..., ool $33 17 $32 44 .73
Average wages of Female Teachers per week, . |
excluding board .... ... oo iiii i, 3 60 3 43 17
Average cost of Teachers’ board per week.... 232 2 30 .02
Amount of school money voted............. $717,719 $719,602 | dec. $1, 888
Awmount raised per scholar .... . ... ...l $2 87 $3 07 { deec.
Amount drawn from State fund............. $15,537 |, $15,444 $93
Amount drawn from local funds............. 14,408 14,539 § dec. 131
Amount paid for tuition in private schools,
academies or colleges in the State......... 55,425 48,774 6,651
Amount paid for same out of the State...... 7,995 | 11,552 | dee. 3,557
Amount expended for repairs, fuel, insur- I
ANCC, Cevris ver veee tere veee e caae s . 76,841 93,460 | dec. 16,619
Amount expended to prolong schools ........ 13,164 | 12,966 198
Amount paid for school supervision ......... 24,139 | 23,623 | dec. 1,484
| 1,000,964 | dec. 9,357

Aggregate amount expended for schools..... 991,607
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ABSTRACTS

From Rerorts oF ScmooL COMMITTEES RETURNED TO THE STATE SUPER-

INTENDENT oF CommoN Scmoons, 1872.

The following selections have been made from the various
Annual Reports of School Officers, exhibiting both the well-
defined opinions of the educators of our State and the practical
operations and results secured in the actual work of the school-
room. Particular attention is called to the first abstract, Portland,
taken from the very valuable and clearly stated report made by
Charles F. Libby, Esq.

PORTLAND.

The School Committee in presenting the Annual Report for the year ending March,
1872, take pleasure in announcing that the condition of our public schools is, in the
main, prosperous, and not inferior to that of any past period of their history. They
cheerfully acknowledge the earnest efforts which many of our teachers have made to
elevate the standard of scholarship in the schoels and to render their instruction more
efficient and practical. Our teachers, as a body, take high rank in intelligence and
culture, and many of them manrifest an enthusiasm for their work, which is an earnest of
future snocess. Looking upon their profession as no mere livelihced, but as an honor-
able calling full of grave responsibilities and capable of yielding rich returns for their
labors, they are ambitious to fit themselves for their special work by careful preparation
and constant study. Such we believe to be the spirit which animates a large number of
our teachers, but too many there are who have fallen below the standard of qualifications
which the broad culture of the present day deems requisite in teachers of the young.
Some are wedded to a lifeless routine and feel no need of change ; withdrawn from con-
tact with progressive minds, they remain in complacent ignorance of the advance of the
world about them and travel on in the same narrow circle in which they have moved for
years ; while others from lack of experience and knowledge of the wants of children
fail to succeed in a field where they are constantly meeting unexpected obstacles, which
a better acquaintance with their duties would enable them to avoid, and, attriputing
their failure to the inherent difficulties of the position, seek relief in promotion to a
higher grade rather than in an intelligent effort to master the situation. This rerark
more particularly applies to the primary schools, which have always been the refuge of
incompetent teachers. In no department of public instruction has there been such an
advance in the theory and practice of teaching within the last twenty years as in the
lower primary grades. The importance of accurate and skillful teaching in this depart-
ment can be readily appreciated, when we reflect that the foundations are here laid on
which the whole superstructure of future acquirements must rest, and that the mental
habits which are formed in youth will control the final development of the individual.
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Education, rightly understood, should adapt itself to the peculiar wants of every scholar ;
no rigid rules or inflexible systems should cramp the growth of young minds, whose
plastic natures require patient study avd careful cultivation. Something more than a
mere knowledge of text-books is required in one intrusted with the delicate and re-
sponsitle task of educating the young ; a clear understanding of the conditions of the
problem is esseatial, and a wise adaptation of means to thatend. Without a knowledge
of the laws of mental development and the best perfected theories of instruection, success
in teaching is impossible, and the best results are only attainable when teachers and
pupils are united by a bond of sympathy, which lightens the teachers’ labors and trans-
forms irksome duties into a work of love. '

Proceeding on the principle that education cousists in awakening and stimulating the
dormant faculties of the mind and exciting a curiosity for knowledge, the gratification
of which is pleasurable, rather than in a passive reception of dry facts or abstruse
theories, modern educators have attempted to reconstruct the old system of primary
education and to develop a new process better suited to the wants of the young.
Recognizing the fact that all our knowledge of the material world is derived through
the senses, and that habits of eareful observation lie at the foundation of all our acquire-
ments, they have directed their efforts to the cultivation of the perceptive faculties of
children, using the little stock of knowledge they already possess as a stepping stone to
fresh acquisitions. This system, known as ¢ Object Teaching,” has much to recommend
it. 1t is based on the principles of a true psychology, and is simple and progressive in
its methods. By the use of familiar objects, on which the attention is readily centred,
and which have the attraction of ¢ realities ” to young minds, it teaches a child to detect
resemblance and difference in form, color, size and number, educates his ear to analyze
sounds and his seese of touch to discriminate between qualities of bodies, and proceeding
gradually from the known to the unknown, from the simple to the complex, it leads him
from a knowledge of things to a kuowledge Pf names. as representatives of things, and
finally teaches him the higher vse of language as a vehicle for thought. In perfecting
the system, many changes have been introduced into the old method of teaching the
common branches, and the order of exercises has sometimes been reversed.

Children under this system are taught reading before spelling, as the more natural
process. Words are first taught, as symbols of objects, and not the names of the letters
of which the words are composed ; an association is thus established between the printed
word and the thing it represents, and the meaning of the word rather than its compo-
sition is made prominent. The old system ¢“attempts to make the child do two things
at once, and to do both in an unnatural manner, viz: to learn reading and spelling
simultaneously, and reading through spelling. Reading has to deal with sounds and
signs of thought ; spelling rests on a habit of the eye, which iz best acquired as the
result of reading ” .

If gain of time be the test by which to determine the relative value of the two systems,
there can be no doubt of the superiority of the new  The Principal of our North School,
after an experience of several years with its practical workings, gives it 2s his opinion,
that there is a gain in time of at least 40 per cent. in teaching children to read by this
plan,

Spelling, too, has undergone a change. Children are now taught in our best schools
to give the sounds of letters, as a'guide to pronunciation, rather than their names, which
in a lauguage like ours always tend to mislead. A more distinet articulation and ready
utteranée are thus secured, and many vicious habits avoided. A knowledge of numbers
and of the simpler rules of arithmetic is developed by means of the * numeral frame”
and familiar objects, and the use of text-books is postponed till a late period in the
primary course.
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Oral instruction plays a prominent part in all school exeroises, and vocal and physical
culture receive due attention. The ¢ cramming process” is carefully avoided, and
every effort is made to show a child how to acquire knowledge himself, rather than to
serve as a imere receptable of learning.

These are some of the improvements which have marked the progress of primary
education within a comparatively few years, and have received the approval of the best
educatars of the day. They mark a new era in popular education, and demand a high
grade of teaching talent for their successful introduction into our Primary Schools.

The old opinion, that any person who has received a commeon school education is fitted
to teach a primary school, has long since, we think, been discarded, ard the opinion is
fast gaining ground that the true interests of these schools require the best teaching
talont that money can command. The absurdity of placing inexperienced teachers in
positions requiring so much tact and ‘skill is apparent to every thoughtful mind, and
is an injustice to teacher and pupil alike. Every profession demands that those entering
upon its duties shall receive a special training and preparation, and to this rule teaching
is no exception; the general education acquired in our highest schools is not sufficient in
itself; something more is needed to fit cne for the high functions of a teacher.

While we may take just pride in the work accomplished in our High School and the
standard of scholarship attained by its graduates, it muost not be forgotten that the
cducation there obtained is of a general character, and bears the same relation to the
special training, which saccessful teaching demands, that collegiate education bears to
the technical course that fits one for his special career; graduates may have a knowledge
of text-books and an acquaintance with tho subjects taught, but they frequently lack
the power of imparting instruction and of adapting their knowledge, too often mechani-
cally aequired, to the wants of youthful minds. None see the disadvantage under which
they labor more clearly than the graduates themselves, when they are placed as teachers
in our public schocls, and to their credit should it be said that many of them resign
tileir positions or obtain leave of absence, for the purpose of entering Normal Schools
and there fitting themseives for their professional career. Experience shows that a
true economy demands the emplaymeut ¢f tho best teachers attainable, and that a poor
teacher costs too high at any price. The increasing demand for teachers trained a
Normal Schools, and the cumparatively high wages which are paid them demonstrate
the value which a special training confers, and jusiify the expenditures necessary to
secure these beneficial results.

TraiNING CLass. Public opinion justly demands that our own graduates should
receive employment in our schools, and the interests of the schools require that proper
facilities should be afforded these graduates to prepare themselves for their duties,—
Unless wo are prepared to go abroad for our teackers, or to see the standard of our public
schools fall below that of other cities of the Union, we cannot longer delay the estab-
lishment of a training class for our teachers. This subject was referred to in the Report
of last year, and the plan there suggested by Mr. Stone, with such changes as experience
may dictate, could be easily carried into execution. It contemplates no formal estab-
lishment of a Normal £chool, or great outlay of the public funds, but simply the
employment of some skilled lady teacher, a graduate of a mnormal school, who is
acquainted with the most approved methods of primary education and school work, at a
salary of $800 to $1,000, who shall the first year devote two-thirds of all her time to
work in the different Primary schools with the regular teachers and pupils, taking
charge of the classes so far as necessary to illustrate her methods and the details of class
drill, She would also be expected to meet once or twice a week at some convenient
hour a class consisting of all graduates of the High School intending to become
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teachers, and such of our regular teachers as may be able to attend, for the purpose
of instructing them in the practical duties of school work, members of the class in
small delegations having the privilege of accompanying the training teacher in her
visits to the public schools to observe her methods, and under her direction to teach the
classes,

The proposed plan includes recitations by this class to the Principal of the High School
twico a week from some text-book on the *‘Theory and Practice of Teaching,” and
practical exercises in school branches conducted by such of the teachers of our Public
Schools as may be selected, together with blackboard exercises and model lessons by
members of the class. Lectures would also be given on teaching and schuol manage-
ment by teachers of experience at home, and on educational subjects by distinguished
persons from abroad.

. Members of the class would be expeeted to fill temporary vacancies in the schools
without pay, and an opporturity would be thus afforded of testing the teaching capacity
of candidates before giving them positions in our schools.

The details of the plan can be easily arranged, as the measure has the hearty support
of our teachers and has received the special recommendation of Mr. Stone and Mr.
‘Wentworth, who are willing to devote their time and energies to its successful initiation.
If adopted, it will secure to our graduates, at a small expense, many of the advantages
of a normal school, and will enable all teachers in cur employ to perfect themselves in
the best wethods of instruction of the day Having afforded them the opportunity to
fit themselves for their duties, they alone will be responsible for the use they make
of them, and no excuse will be longer left us for the employment of incompetent
teachers in our schools.

SCcHOOL ACCOMMODATIONS. Prominent among the questions deserving attention from
the committee and the public is the necessity of improved school accommodation in
certain districts of the city. The necessity of pure air, sunshine and an equable
temperature in the school-room, is admitted as an abstract proposition by all persons,
but the danger resulting from the absence of any or 21! of these conditions is appreciated
by few. How many broken down constitutions are due to confinement in the poisoned
atmosphere of over-heated and ill-ventilated school rooms, only medical men can
approximately judge. <‘It has been asserted, and as yet the declaration goes unques-
tioned, that in large cities from one-third to one-half of the mortality is attributable to
bad air; while then our school rooms are so poorly veutilated as they are, why need we
go further to discover the cause of the lassitude and other more active; though perhaps
not more dangerous, forms of disease, which at times overcome our children.” These
are the words of a superintendent of schools in a western city, and will find an echo in
the minds of all who are acquainted with the unwholesome condition of many of our
school-buildings. )

No comparison can be justly instituted between the sanitary condition of country
sohool-houses and our own. The habits of living of children in the city differ widely

- from those in the country; the latter attend school a portion only of the year and pass
much of their time in the open air, while the former attend school all the year and find
little time in the intervals of school hours to devote to physical exercise. In winter
our children pass from hot houses to hot school-rooms, and the evil effects of the vicious
atmosphere in which they live is seen in the pale faces and delicate forms of too many
of them. "The fact that our school-houses are no worse now than they have been for
vears, and that many children survive their school days, are no reasons why these
evils, if they exist, should not be remedied. It is well known that the condition of
many of our school-houses is unfavorable to the health of the pupils and that their
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internal arrangement is ill-adapted to the wants of the schools; with the exception of
the High and North School buildings, into which steam and other improvements have
been introduced, our school rooms are radically defective in means of beating and
ventilation. Most of them are heated by the old-fashioned ecast-iron box stoves in
which wood is burned; the distribution of heat is very imperfectly accomplished, and
the variation in temperature, at different points in the larger rooms, is very perceptible.
Pupils in the immediate vicinity of the stoves are oppressed by the heat, while those
farther removed from them suffer from the opposite cause. Few, if any, facilities for
ventilation are afforded save open doors and windows, and the injurious effects of the
drafts of air thus created can be easily appreciated Some remedy for these evils is
imperatively demanded; an examination of the subjeet has satisfied this committee that
our larger school-houses can be more perfectly and economically heated by steam than
by any other means; the saving in fuel alone, it is thought, will reach twenty-five per
cent. anuually, and although the expense of introducing steam into the larger school-
houses, such asthe Park strect and Drackett street buildings, would be much greater than
if they were united in one building, yot the change cannot be much longer delayed
if these schools are to remain as at present organized.

Other changes also of an important character are demanded in our Grammar School
buildings ; as at present arranged they consist of one large study room, sufficient to
accommodate ail the pupils, with small recitation rcoms attached. This plan has many
disadvautages and bas long since been disecarded in modern school architecture ; the loss
of time occasioned by the movements of classes and the consequent disturbance of the
rest of the school, the constant watchifulness required of the teachers to preserve order,
and the necessity of hearing recitations in the study room, are serious evils, which have
long since attracted attention, and which are obviated by distributing the school into
separate rooms, having a seating capacity for forty or fifty pupils, each under the charge
of a single teacher. The division of labor is thus made more equal, the teaching force
is increased, the discipline of the whole school is improved, and the wants of each
scholar are more readily known and better provided for. No lengthy argument would
seem to be necessary to demonstrate the superiority of this arrangement, which has been
so successfully earried out in the North School. Boston has long since adopted it ; and
to-day few, if any, school-houses are anywhere built on the old plan. Portland will
probably find it expedient before many years to reorganize all its Grammar Sehools upon
this plan, the advantages of which will be readily seen when compared with the arrange-
ment of many of the present buildings.

SuPERVISION. One of the great wants of our schools is a more constant and intelligent
supervision. This undoubtedly could be best secured by the employment of a competent
City Superintendent, who would devote all his time to the duties of his office ; but as
this solation of the problem has not heretofore met with general favor, an approximate -
result is obtained by uniting several schools in one building under the control of a head-
master and as many assistant teachers as are necessary. This is the system which has
been adopted at the North School. In this building, divided into a Grammar and
Primary department, are contained between twelve and thirteen hundred children, under
the charge of twenty-four assistant teachers, distributed into as many rooms, each of
which accommodates from forty to fifty pupils. At the head of this school is a master
who devotes all his time to the general supervision of the whole work of the school ;
and hears no regular recitations. Of the value of this supervision to both teachers and
scholars no one can doubt who will acquaint himself with the subject. The strict classi-
fication of the school ; the completeness of the programme of study and the thorough-
ness of the work done, all testify to the efficiency of a system which has placed the
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North School in the frent rank of our educational institutions. In no other school in
the city have the improved methods of primary instruction been so successfully taught,
or the advantages of a progressive and systematic plan of study been iore fully
illustrated.

The value of the training and experience, which teachers here acquire, is so favorably
- regarded by the Committee, that the progress of the school is somewhat endangered by
the disposition to fill vacancies in other schools from its corps ¢f teachers. While from
its situation in an Irish district it is exposed to continual embarrassments from the influx
of new scholars at certain seasons of the year, often one or two hundred in number, yet
by a judicious system of promotion and of distribution of classes the evil has been
successfully met and the pressure on the lower rooms relieved, without disturbing the
arrangement of the upper classes.

The advantage here obtained will be appreciated by all who have witnessed the effect
of similar disturbances in our smaller Primary schools, where rooms which ordinarily
contain about forty pupils are suddenly erowed with nearly twice that number, and the
imperfect grading of the school is almost wholly destroyed by the necessity of promoting
pupils in the lower grades into the upper rooms and classes. Not only is the progress of
the whole school thereby delayed, but the most work is thrown on those least able to
perform it, viz : the young and inexperienced teachers,

The North School also affords better facilities for grading the upper classes, which ean
be more readily kept up to their full numbers; cach teacher thus receives her full
quota of work, which in smaller schocls is often very unequally divided.

The sanitary condition of this school is excellent, and is largely due to the improved
arrangement asd appointwents ¢f the building. The ascent to the upper stories is easy
and gradual, and less wearisome than in the Brackett street or High School building.
Each room is a school by itself, as independent for many purposes as if placed ina
separate building, While there is less danger from fire in this school than in any other
in the city, yet in case of need all its rootos can be safely emptied through its ample
corridors and wide stair-cases in less than threo minutes, as facilities for egress are pro-
vided from three sides of the building.

The genera} results obtained, as regards guantity and quality of work, in a school
of this size, well disciplined and classified, compared with the too often desultory work
of independent Primary schools, lacking proper supervision, (for the occasional visits
of members of this beard can not properly be called supervision,) greatly recommend
the superiority of the larger schools. The progress of the former resembles the con-
certed movement of a well-officered and disciplined army advancing with steady
precision, while the latter too often imitate the manceuvres of untrained militia, lacking
both leadership and organization.

These are some of the advantages of the North School system, which have induced
the Committee to believe that the construction of another such a building in the upper
part of the city would be more economical than the repair of the present school structures.

Whether the Committee are correct in their opinion.or not, a diseriminating public must
now determine. i

The liberal policy which we have heretofore pursued towards our public schools has
been justified by the high esteem in which they are held by all classes of our citizens.—
They have not been regarded as schools for the poor alone, but as achools for the edu-
cation of all the youth of our city, which should be maintained at any sacrifice It has
been our pride to place them in the front rank of the educational institutions of the day,
and to refuse no outlay which their interests justly demanded. Such we believe is still
the feeling of our citizens, and that whatever money is needed for our public schools®
will be freely given. While Portland, striving to develop her commercial advantages,
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is aiding with generous hand the railroad and manufacturing enterprises of the day, she
should not forget that her common school system merits her first care, and that no money
is more economically spent than that which increases the health and comfort of her
school children.

Those who complain of the amount anuually expended on our public schools will do
well to compare the cost of public instruction in other cities of equal size before charging
us with extravagance. We think we are safe in saying that no city can be found, the
efficiency of whose schools we should care to adopt as a standard, where so much is
effected at so small a cost as in the public schools of Portland. The amount annually
appropriated for our public schools is small compared with the total amount raised by
taxation. A glance at the accompanying table of statistics for the past ten years shows
that, while the general expenditures of the city have more than trebled since 1860, the
expenditures for our schools have little more than doubled in that time, and that instead
of devoting fourteen per cent. of anr annmnal fex te educational purposes as formerly,
nine per cent. only is now appropriated. These facts show that our present high rate of
taxation is not due to the extravagance of the school department, to whatever else it is
to be attributed.

Drawinc. Instruction in Draﬁing has been given the past year in all the Primary
and Grammar sehools, by the regular teachers. As an innovation in the cld programme,
requiring extra labor and some special preparatien, it could not be expected that drawing
would meet with immediate favor from all teachers; the progress thus far made is
however encouraging. Tho Committee, convinced of its value as an educational agent,
when properly taught, have given it a place among the required school exercises, and
their efforts are now directed to raise it in the estimation of both teachers and pupils to
the dignity of a school study. Some of the teachers have shown no little skill in render-
ing their instruction in this branch an attractive feature of the school programme, while
others have attempted a bare compliance with the regulation, and the excrcises have
proved devoid of interest to both pupils and teachers. With the facilities afforded by
the Manuals of Instruction accompanying each series of cardsand books, it would seem
that a teacher, although possessing no special taste for drawing, could as easily teach
this branch as writing or arithmetic. It demands no talents of a high order or previous
artistic training, but merely a clear apprehension of a few princlples and the power of
ready illustration. As a misconception exists on the part of many parents, and, we may
add, of some teachers, as to the functions that drawing is intesded to perform in our
school systern, it may be well to state the object that the Committee had in view in
making it a required study.

Taught as a mere accomplishmont, exhausting itself in the production of a few
wretched pictures, it has no place in any system of common school education, and
receives no recoguition from this board. We do not pretend to deal with high art, or
to transform our public schools thto ¢ schools of design,” for, the production of modern
Raphaels and Angelos; our efforts are less pretentious and have a more practical aim.—
Recognizing the value which an accurate eye and trained hand give to persous in every
employment, and the increasing demands which exist in every department of human
industry for skillful draftsmen and ready designers, we have attempted to introduce
into our public schools a system of free-hand and industrial drawing, which shall give
our children a certain amount of manual skill and a knowledge of the simpler laws of
perspective, so that they may be able to represent to others, in the language of form, the
facts and relations which-they cognize with their other faculties. ¢¢The object,” as
Gov. English has well remarked in an address to the Legislature of Connecticut, *‘is not
to make artists simply, but to make artizans—to turn out a better and more proficient
class of scholars with such skill in designing and drawing as shall aid them in their
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industrial pursuits, and more effectually advance the State in manufactures, inventions
and the mechanic arts  The sagacity shown by the first Napoleon, in his order to make
drawing a prominent study in the schools of France, has long since been acknowledged
in the tribute which the world has paid to the people of that country for their decorative
taste in the arts ”

Of the value of drawing in developing habits of observation, strengthening the
memory, exercising the imagination, and diffusing a purer taste for art in the com-
munity, there can be no doubt. The system we have adopted seems well calculated to
gecure these results, and many of our teachers have had the advantage of listening to
the author’s own explanation of his methods. Thus far the cards only have been
used, but at the commencement of the next term drawing books will be introduced into
all the Grammar Sehools, and the use of slates and cards will be confined to the Primary
Schools. The cards are in the main well adapted to the wants of young children, and
the designs are generally simple and well chosen.

Starting with points and straight lines the child is taught to understand position, dis-
tance and direction, and is allowed te exercise his inventive powers in forming tasteful
figures by new combinations of these simple elements; curved lines are gradually
introduced, and the representation of solid bodies, requiring the application of the
complex laws of perspective, is taught in the higher classes. Drawing, under a skilful
teacher, would be found to be of great aid in developing a knowledge of numbers, and
in other branches of ohject teaching.

After considerable proficiency has been attained in the theory and practice of the
art, drawing from natural objects can be successfully introduced, but the engraved
designs are found to furnish sufficient material for systematic work in the earlier stages.

No provision has yet been made for instruction in mechanical drawing, with use of
instruments, in the High School during the last year of the course, as contemplated by
the committee, but it is intended that proper facilities shall be afforded before another
year shall have elapsed.

Success in this branch depends so much upon systematic and thorough instruction
that our teachers will find it necessary to follow some uniform and well digested plan.—
The ¢ Guides to Teachers” will be found to contain minute instructions as to the
manner of conducting the exercises, and the methods there indicated should generally
be strictly pursued. Not less than two lessons of a half-hour each are to be given in
all the schools each week. In the primary schools it may be found advisable to have
short daily exercises of fifteen minutes each as is practised in the Boston schools. As
our teachers become better acquainted with the details of this system and more skilful
in the use of the erayon, the good results which have followed the introdaction of draw-
ing into the schools of othier cities, may be expected to be realized here.

WeriTING. Since May, 1870, Mr. H. W. Shaylor has been employed as writing
master in our public schodls. He visits all the Grammar schools, the Intermediate and
High school twice a week, devoting forty-five minutes to a lesson. Marked improve-
ment has attended his instruction, and the value of a special teacher in certain branches
is nowhere more clearly exemplified than in the beneficial results which have followed
his labors. As education is becoming more practical and better adapted to the wants of
the age, the importance of good penmanship is better appreciated, gnd provision for
correct instruction in this art ig justly demanded in our common sehool system. To many
it would seem that little more is necessary to satisfy this demand than the furnishing
of good copies and proper writing material, and the statement that writing is an art,
the correet understanding of the theory of which is not less important than the prac-
tice, seems to them absurd. Many believe that a special gift is necessary, and that all
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persons cannot become good writers, not to say accomplished penmen. The results of the
system, or want of system, might well encourage such a belief, but here it is that Mr,
Shaylor’s talent has shown itself, and produced results which greatly recommend hig
system of instruction. A comparison of the copies written by pupils soon after he
entered the schools with those written within the last few weeks, without special prepa-
ration, evinces such a change in style and finish as seems almost marvellous. Out of the
most heterogeneous elementts has grown up o uniformity of handwritng so complete as
would induce the belief that many of the copics were written by the same person.—

_ While it is not claimed that the general similarity which is thus produced, excludes
all individuality of style or of execution, yet it does dewmonstrate the fact that correct
instruction is a most efficient factor in the result. Mr. Shaylor’s success is due in a
large measure to the clear and methodical manner in which he explains the prineiples
involved in each lesson. Believing that it is necessary to have a clear conception of the
forms and characters which are to be made, before their execution is attewpted, he
carefully analyzes each letter, noting the resemblance to others, and pointing out the
probable difficulties which will be encountered in its formation. He thus provides a
standard by which each pupil shall measure his own work, and, in place of servile
copying, encourages a discriminating study of written characters. TCould writing be
thus taught in the last year of the primary course, much loss of time would be saved in
the Grammar schools in the vicious habits which pupils have unconciously contracted;
and the longer drill thus obtained, would render unnecessary further instruction in the
High School, where the time is needed for other studies. By adopting the pla'n, now
pursued in some of the schools, of writing one-half only of each page with the writing
master, sufficient time would be gained to enable him to give two lessons a week of
thirty minutes each in every Primary and Grammar school in the city. As the school
will write one-half of each lesson with the master, after the copy has been clearly
explained to them, there should be no difficulty in completing the same some other day
when he is not present. This is the practice followed in the schools where the greatest
progress in writing has been made, and is recommended in the accompanying report of
Mr. Shaylor, to which attention is invited. The additional labor imposed ou Mr.
Shaylor would require that an increased compensation should be paid him, but the
advantage to be derived from the change would fully justify the expenditure, as we
think that no money is more economically expended than that appropriated to the
salary of cur present writing master.

Vocar Music. The culture of vocal musie has been too long neglected in our public
schools. While other cities have made special provision for systematic instruetion in
this branch, Portland has for several years left the matter to the voluntary and inde-
pendent action of the several teachers, A little money judiciously expended in the
employment of a compentent music teacher, who would give the necessary instruction to
our teachers to enable them to conduct the musical exercises i;] the schools, would secure
for us some of the benefits which have foliowed similar movements elsewhere. The special
committee, to whom this subject was referred last year, recommend in their report that
music should be taught in our schools according to the system developed in ¢* Mason's
Musical Charts,” but no final action was ever taken in the premises. This neglect is due
more to indifference than to opposition, and has been encouraged, perhaps, by the
feeling that music is of little educational value.

We believe that the following sentiment, expressed by the Superintendent of Boston
schools, is true, viz: ¢¢That everybody, who understands school economy, knows that
the time devoted to music will not in the least retard the progress of pupils in other
branches. For my part, I believe,” he says, ¢ the general progress is the greater for
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the appropriation of time to musie, such is its harmonizing and educating power.” Ten
minutes a day properly employed, are there found to produce *“most excellent results
in this branch.”

It is to be hoped that before another year shall have elapsed some provision will be
made for regular instruction in music in our public schools.

TruaNCY. Among the most encouraging symptoms of the prosperity of our schools,
confirmed by the statements of all the teachers, is the marked decrease of truancy within
the last two years. This change is due mainly to the efficiency of our Truant Officer,
who hag labored most energetically to remedy this serious evil.

His task was an arduous one, and considering the extent of tho field almost appalling ;
but the judicious course, that he has adopted, has yiclded the most gratifying results.
The investigation of many cases of habitual truancy has convinced the officer, that the
blame lies too often with the parents, who connive at or encourage the delinquencies of
their children, and that no permanent reform of the offenders can be effected without the
parents’ co-operation.

For this reason he has made the liomes of the children a special field of labor, striving
by the use of wise arguments to cqnvince‘those having the children in charge of the
wrong they were doing, and to enlist their influence in the difficult work of reform.

His efforts in this direction have met with marked success, as is shown by the returns
of the different schools. Those schools, in which formerly ten or fifteen cases of truaney
were not an uncommon daily occurrence, now report that truancy has almost disappeared.

Mr. Wentworth says that truancy in the North School has decreased 75 per cent., and
Mr. Files, Principal of the Intermediate School, where truancy has perhaps most
flourished, reports a decrease of nearly 50 per cent. within the last two years. Four of
the schools report ‘“none at all,” and the others only sporadic cases.

There are still, however, too many children growing up in ignorance and viec in our
community whose cases cannot be readily reached by the Truant Officer. Most of theso
are not enrolled in any school and, when apprehended, plead that they are engaged, by
consent often of parents, in some ¢ regular and lawful occupation,” such as swill
gathering, riding on milk carts, and other similar employments, which consume but a
part of their time and leave a wide margin for play. Some wise compulsory educational
law is demanded which shall reach these and all other cases of ‘¢ absentees” by render-
ing obligatory the attendance at some school of all children under a certain age during
at least three months in the year. This law is needed as well to protect children from
the avarice and neglect of their parents, as to provide a barrier against lawlessness and
crime, which have such a fruitful source in the ignorance of the lower classes. It is
difficult to see where the right of ‘¢ personal liberty ” would be infringed by such a pro-
vision, unless by these tcrms is understoecd the right to use the parental authority for
any purpose, regardless of the interests of the children and the welfare of society.

As another indication of the prosperity of our schools, it is interesting to observe that,
while the census returns show an apparent decrease of fifty-one this yéar in the number
of school children between four and twenty-one years of age, yet the statistics of the
schools show that the whole number emiolled in our schools is greater by 388 than last
year, aud that the average attendance is greater by 136. These results are not altogether
due to the decline of truancy, but indicate also a growing appreciation of the value of
our common school system. As that system has been sometimes misrepresented, it may

" be well to inquire into the COMPARATIVE STANDING OF OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

To judge fairly of the educational rank of Portland, compared with other towns and

ecities in the State, certain facts must be borne in mind :

5
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1. That by a special law it is provided that children under five years of age shall not
be admitted into our public schools.

2. That our schools continue through the whole year.

3. That our city is the seat of the Catholic Episcopal residence, and that the pro-

ision for Catholic schools here is far more extensive and liberal than in any other city

n the State.

4. That the number of our private schools is large.

5. That the census of children between four and twenty-one years of age, on which
is based the distribution of the State school funds, does not correctly represent the
number of school children in our cities, but is framed to meet the wants of country
districts, where the whole school year does.not exceed four months, and schooling is
necessarily distributed over many winters

The writer of this report believing that great injustice has been done Portland, by
siTonevUs represeniations us to the number of our chiidren actually enjoying educational
privileges, has taken pains to determine from reliable sources the number of scholars,
belonging in the city, who attend private and Catholic schocls.

The number of private schools in the city is sixteen, with an average attendance of
380 pupils. The Cathclic schools are three in number, under charge of the Ladics of
the ¢* Congregation ‘of Notre Dame,” with an average attendance of 950 pupils,—all
girls. This includes the private academy on the corner of Free and Oak streets, where
the bigher branches are taught, and the free schocls on Gray street and Munjoy Ilill.

Frow the data thus furnished the following results are deduced, viz: That not less
than sizty-three per cent. of all children between four and twenty-one years of age in our
city are conneccted with either public or private sehools, and that the per centage based
upon the number of children from five to eighteen years inclusive, the extreme limit of
school age in this city, is not less than eighty-three per cent. ; that the average attandance
at our publie sehools alone is forty-seven per ecent. of the census number, and sizty-two
per cent. of the actual school population, Cowmparing tbese results with the statisties of
the Doston schools, which are based on the census number of chiidren between.five and
fifteen years of age, we find that the showing is in our favor. :

Making due allowanee for the errors which may have crept into the calculations, and
taking only the general facts above disclosed, we think Portland may rest satisfied with
its comparative rank among the towis and cities of Maine.

Summary or Srtaristics. Population of Portland according to United States
census, 1870.............. et eteeiieaiieaens e seenscenaenseass .. 31,418
Census number of children between 4 and 21 years of age...e.cveveernvnen ol 1L176
Apparent QECrenso SINCE 18704 .uve are sene cons vaen enen aes aes anes sans aene s 51
Ratio of same to population..........ocoi il i, PR .
Whole number of children enrolled in public and private schools, nearly........ 7,000
Ratio of same to number between 4 and 21 years of age  ...............0... .63

« ‘¢ ¢ “ bSand18 yearsof a8 ..ivvuienrvrin et iann .83
Whole number enrolled in Public Schools. .... ... O Y %11
Increase since last year.......... G- 11
Average attendance at Public Schools......... ... e e PR, teeereaee e 3,961

¢ ¢ Private Schools.. .......... P
« « Catholic Schools, (irls)..s coeeveeevruenrereeneennes 950

Ratio of number enrolled in Public schools to number between 4 and 21 years of
L R I R I R R I 48
Ratio of number enrolled in Public schools to number between 5 and 18 years of

Y R T R LR T e .64
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Number of regular teachers in City schools............ cerirtaree i enesaeens  ¥03
“ € ¢ ¢ Tsland sehools cevuecunn e iiii it iie vain s 3
Number of special teachers.....ooue veve e aian i iiiian., e e aie e b]
Whole amount of salaries paid, (exclusive of Island schools) 1871..... e $50,850.00
Average salary to a teacher ... cooe ittt it iiin L e L . 535 63
Cost per pupil for tuition, based on census number 4 to 21 years of age........ . 4,50
i [ i «“ whole number between 5 and 18 yearsof age. 6 00

“ ¢ “ « ¢ ¢ enrolled ip the public schools
of theeity. ..o vevnvann .. | 9,486
Whole amount appropriated for schools in 1871...0.... e eee e 67,175.00
Total amount of ¢ity taX eevnvevnvunn cinnanns e et e e e e 746,946.75
Valuation of ecity, 1871.....cvvv i iinnols e e cenesaesae..28,924,350.00
Ratio of amount appropriated o schools to eity valuation.......... .. ..o oo0l, 002-32
“ ¢ ¢ ¢ i amount ofcity L .09
Amount received from State school funds in 1871. S eeeianes .. 903.47

# Of this rumber 55 were educated in our publle schools.

Table of ge1wral School Sm istics rznd Ewpmrlztum from the year 1860 10 1872.
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1860{22,072,500 244.8884601‘10 80“2*),339 41\001 32‘ J143,258.56)  9.630| 4,783 3,601
186 1{23,482,900 001-29) .1113,403.26) 9,689| 4.926| 3,755
1862(23.306,700! 320,919. 9=. 13.50, 3~> 192.00].001-39| .103.384.27| 9.69) 5.347 £.040
1863[25,111,200, 369,509 3314.40/33,917.00{ 001-31, .0813,647 81} 9.754] 5,427 4,091
1864]26.953.200 573.085.93 20 80/39.200.00] 001-08 .06/2.240.77) 10,645 4.914 3,791
1865/28,021,570| 805,285.96128.00, ;4,500 601001 58 .05/1, 041.99‘ 11,023) 4,873 3,747
1866{29,004,115 ,950.00L001-861 .07 916.30] 11,361| 4,715 3.400
1867]28.313.845! T15.853. 20/24.50,57,000 00/.002-01) .07 838.48] 11,452 5,052 3.826
1868[28,572,478, 737,525.95 25.00{64,200 00| 002-24] .08| 830.60| 10,463 4.850| 3.790
1869]28,881,239] 710,815 49 93 80,63.450 00].002-54 .08 775.52 10.520| 5,266| 3,848
1870{28,953,715, 775,631,50/26.00/66.356 95.002-29, .08 718 74. 11,227 5,050 3.895
1871128,921.350! 746.946.75'25.00'67,173.00 002-32! 00l 903.471 11,1761 5.428 3.961

REPORT oF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE H16H ScHoou. Although the number of new pupils
admitted during the year is less than for any year since 1867, the number enrolled for
the term just closed, is larger by ten than for any year in the history of the school.
This fact indicates a growing disposition on the part of the pupils to complete the course
of study, and to remain longer in school.than was formerly the custom. The average
age of the schoel is somewhat greater than one year ago.

The highest success of the school, and especially in the department of Chemistry,
Surveying and Book-keeping, which are usually taught by the second male assistant,
would seem to demand greater permanency in the incumbent of that office. The position
is an important one and should be filled by a person who has a fondness for those
branches ; who has inclination and time to attend to the work of illustration, and who is
anxious to establish a reputation in that kind of teaching, It can hardly be expected
that much time and preparation, outside of school hours, will be given to the duties of
the pluce by one who has another profession immediately in view, or who regards the
compensation inadequate, and is constantly looking for a more lucrative position else-
where. The Portland High School should have good instruction. Itslarge number of
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pupils and its full eourse of study make it second to few, if any, High schools in the
country. While it is highly important that children in the Primary school should be
well taught, it is scarcely less so that those in the High School, who have made a
good beginning elsewhere, and are soon to enter upon the practical duties of life to
apply their knowledge and to test their training, should also reccive instruction of the
highest order attainable. Pupils coming from the Grammar School, where they are
taught mostly by the Principal during the last year in that school, could tiot, on being
promoted to the High School, be placed under the care of teachers whose skill is inferior
to those they have left behind. As the best schools are now taught, teachers peed rare
qualifications for their duties. Among teachers of ripe experience, those who have
spent the better part of their life in the school-room, it would be dificult to find one
who would not express his regrets that he had not had more preparation for the duties
of his profession. The idea that a teacher needs to know.no more than he is required to
teach, and that he will, in all cases, be able to iwpart whatever he knows, is absurd, and
has done infinite mischicf to the cause of education, by encouraging incompetent persons
to undertake the instruction of schocls without any proper appreciation of the work
they are required to perform. The teacher must not only be proficient in what he is
expected to teach, but he needs an acquaintance with almost every fact and kindred branch
of knowledge for the purpose of illustration and explanation. It often requires much
wisdom and skill to make even simple truths plain to the understanding of the young.
Teaching is not only a science, but it is also an art, and a peculiar one. It matters not
how well informed the teacher may be ; if he is wanting in the ability to convey clearly
his ideas to others, and to reveal to the pupil the processes of aequiring knowledge and
developing the mind, his best efforts even will be but a failure. In addition to a thorough
knowledge of what he is to teach, he must know the powers of the pupil and the kind of
discipline to which those powers have been subjected ; he must know how to correct,
effectually, errors in knowledge and in training ; how to gain access to mind—mind
undisciplined er perhaps badly taught ; how to lead the pupil to a correet understanding
of his own powers, and the best method of using them ; how to draw out the mind in a
way that shall give it strength as well as enlargement ; how to secure accuracy in pro-
cesses and results ; and he must understand, philosophically, the laws of development
and growth, both of bedy and mind, and be able to adapt his instructions, by ever
varying modes and processes, to the different capacities and circumstances of those under
his care. :

Not less in importance is the art of governing—of school management, and class
management. Schools are not governed by force, nor by the rod; though the latter
cannot always be dispensed with. A hearty devotion to the business, and an ability to
read the character of pupils and the motives which lie behind their actions, are
essential, but not wholly sufficient. The teacher must learn how to guide the exuberance
of youth; to encourage the sluggish and spiritless; to correct the careless and wayward,
and to restrain the disobedient and vicious; iow to be mild, yet firm; how to govern
according to circumstances, and yet be wunyielding; how to cultivate in the pupil self-
reliance, conscientiousness in the discharge of every duty; respect towards superiors,
and obedience towards rightful authority; civility and kindness to all, and how to lead
the youthful mind in the right way, and to inspire it with correct and exalted senti-
ments in regard -to life and its whole sum of duty. Indeed the position and qualifica-
tions of teachers may be included in a nutshell; their sphere of duties is arduous and
responsible, requiring an ability to understand and to measure the powers of the human
mind, and to guide and shape them in their development and training. The better they .
are qualified for that sphere, the nearer they will come to an honorable and successful
discharge of their duties.
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Some medifications have been made in marking, or rather in estimating, the scholar-
ship of the school. Heretofore, only regular recitation work has been marked. We now in-
clude declamation, composition and reading; and I proposs to add hereafter a miscellan-
eous spelling exercise for the whole school. This will give a fair estimate of the totality
of the pupils’ scholarship in the whole school work. The desirable features in a system
of marking are: that it shall be just to the pupil, shall prevent, as far as possible,
favoritism on the part of the ‘teacher, and shall not involve too much drudgery in
keeping and making up the records. Such a system, though not an ultimate eriterion
of scholarship, is, where prudently used, a healthy stitaulus to landable effort on the
part of the pupil. Judicious coramendation for well deing, is an important prineiple in
the training of the young. I propose, hereafter, to subject each class in school to
oceasional written examinations upon the subject matier of the lessons gone over and
reviewed, and to incorporate the result of such examinations into the record ot scholar-
ship. :

It is well known to the Committee, that at the public examinations at the close of
each term, the limited time allowed does not permit the examination to be either
eritical or extended. I respectfully recommend that previous to the public examination
there may be, for each class, a written examination by means of printed questions, in
two of the three branches pursued. The examinations of several classes could, in this
way, be conducted at the same time in the large school room, and would require the
presence of only one member of the Committee. The papers of the pupils could then
be examined and made up at leasure. By such a course the public examination, for the
benefit of the parents and the public, could be confined to one recitation for each class,
instead of three as at present, thereby giving time for a more extended and, in every
way, a more satisfactory examination.

In the report of the High School for last year, a detailed statement was given of the
work done by the several classes. Daring the year just closed, the amount of work
done has been substantially the saine, and averages a little higher in its character than
for the previous year.

The present course of study in the High School was prepared and adopted in the Fall
of 1863, and was the result of an attempt to bring together, upon one course of study,
the Doys’ High School and the Girls’ High School, which, up to that time, had been
pursuing different courses. At its adoption it was supposed that time would render
necessary some modifieations.  After a trial of six and a half years, it secmns to me that
a few changes could be profitably made, viz : 1. A better adjustment of the studies to
the terms of the school year. 2. A reduction of the number of text-books used in
mathematics, by the omission of Hill’s Geometry, and the book of Arithmetical Problems
now used, though still retaining the miscellancons review of Arithmetie. This would
not involve the loss of any branch of study now pursued, but would lesson the number
of text-books 3. The introduction of more English Grammar and Composition. 4. The
introduction of the study of German, as an optional study; giving pupils a choice
between that language and the French. A tabular form of the course, with the adjust-
ments suggested above is given on the next page. These different courses of study do
not, as is supposed by some, require the entire separation of the pupils in those courses,
in their several studies, for some of the branches are the same in all the courses.—
Neither do they require an additional teaching force ; for the size of the classes is such
as to make it necessary to divide them, usually, into three or four sections of the same
grade ; and an equal number of teachers is necessary whether those sections all recite
the same lesson, or a part of them are upon one course and the remainder of them upon
another.
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The diseipline of the scheol has not, I think, been inferior in any respect, to that of
any previous year ; while in some respects, theve has been manifested a healthier tone of
sentiment on the part of the pupils, both in their relutions with each other and towards
the teachers A. P. Sroxg, Principal.

High School Course of’S’tudy. English and Classical Course. First year—First Term. —
Algebra, Physical Geography, Latin Grammar, (through the course,) Latin Reader.
Becond Term—Algebra, Physical Geography, United States History, Latin Grammar
and Reader. Reading and Spelling during the year.

Second Year-—Tirst Term. Algebra reviewed, Geometry, Natural History, Natural
Philosophy, Latin Reader, Cesar, United States History, Second Term—~uGeometry,
Natural Philosophy, Cesar, Virgil, Ovid, English History, Book Keeping, English
Grammar (2)

Third Year—First Term. Geometry and Arithmetic reviewed, Natural Philosophy,
Chemistry, Virgil, Sallust, Moral Science, Physiology (2), Botany. Second Term—
General History, Algebra reviewed, Chemistry, Cicero, Orations and De Amicitia, French
(2), Botany, Book Keeping.

Fourth Year—TPirst Term. Trigonometry and Surveying, Astronomy, Cons titution
of the United States, French, Cicero, Virgil, Rhetoric, English Literature (2). Second
‘Term—Geclogy, French, Virgil, ITorace, Mental Philosophy, English Literature (2).

Buglish Cewrse. First Year—First Term  Algebra, Physical Geography, Epglish
Grammar and Analysis. Second Term—Algebra, Physical Geography, United States
History, Grammar, Analysis and Composition. Reading and Spelling -during the year.

Seeond Year—Tirst Term. Algebra reviewed, Geometry, Natural History, Natural
Philusophy, United States History, English Grammar, Second Term—Geometry, Natu-
ral Philosophy, English History, Dook Keeping.

Third Year—First Term. Geometry and Arithmetie reviewed, Natural Philosophy,
Chemistry, Introduction to Rhetorie, Moral*Science, Physiology (2), Botany. Second
Termn—General History, Algebra reviewed, Chemistry, Botany, Book Keeping, French
@ '

Fourth Year—First Termn. Trigonometry and Surveying, Astrenemy, Constitution
of the United States (2), French, Rhetorie, English Literature (2). Second Term—
Geclogy, Freach, Mental Philosephy, Bnglish Literature (2), Review of Mathematics.

Classical Course for preparation for College. First Year-—First Term. Latin Grammar
through the course, Latin Reader, Physical Geography, Algebra. Second Term—
Latin Reader, Physical Geography, Algrebra. Reading and Spelling during the year.

Second year—Ffirst Terin. Latin Reader, Casar, Algebra reviewed, Geometry, An-
cient Geography. Second Term—Cacsar, Virgil, Greek Grammar through the coutse,
Greek lessons, Ancient Geography.

Third Year—First Term. Virgil, Greek Lessons, Anabasis, Algebra reviewed, Latin
Prose Composition, Second Term—~Cicero, Virgil, Anabasis, Algebra reviewed, Latin
and Greek Prose Composition.

Fourh Year—TFirst Term. Cicero, Virgil, Anabasis, Homer’s Iliad, Geometry and
Arithmetic reviewed, Ancient Iistory. Second Terin—Completion and review of course.

Occasional Exercises in all the courses—Declamation, Composition, Select Reading
‘and Spelling.

Eaxplanations and Remarks. As a general rule each pupil is required to have three
recitations daily, except on Wednesdays and Saturdays, when they are one or two less.
Where more than three branches are enumerated in the work for any term, it is to be
understood that they are not all taken up at the same time, or that some of them are
occasional, and not daily, studies. Branches followed by the numeral 2, in a parenthesis,
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are recited twice, or, in some cases, one a week. Branches in italics are, under certain
regulations, optional studies, and some choice is also allowed in reference to a few other
branches ; but all optional studies are to be decided by the parents of pupils and the
Principal, and must be subject to the organization of the school. Upon entering the
school, pupils, under the direction of their parents or guardians, may select either course
of study, and in the Eoglish and Classical course, the study of Latin may be discontinued
at the close of any school year.

Although there are three courses of study, the classes in those courses are not entirely
distinct. The first year of the Classical course, and of the English and Clussical course,
are the same, and those pursuing Latin in those courses recite together ; and the same is
true of most of the ¥nglish branches in the English, and in the English and Classical
courses. }

RrrorT of THE PRINCIPAL oF THE NoRTH ScHooL. The following indicates the work
for each year through the course :

Programme of Studies in Primary Department, North School. Sixth Class—TFirst Year.
Reading. Wilson’s Charts to be read by calling the words at sight, with oral lessons on
all the objects represeated on the charts: Alphabet and Reader completed. Spelling—

Words from charts ard Primer. Writing—Alphabet and small words to be written. )

Number—~Counting and numbering to one hundred, with Numeral frame. 2orals and
Manuners—Illustrated by anecdotes, examples and precepts. Physical Exercises—March-
ing and Singing from thrce to five minutes at a time, not less than four times a day.

Fifth Class—Secund Year. Reading—Sccond Reader completed, with frequent conver-
sations on the meaning of what is read  Spelling—Seleeted words, by sounds, and all
words in the reading lessous by letters. Writing—Words copied from blackboard.
Arithmetie—Counting forward and backward, by twos, threes, fours and fives, to fifty,
with numeral frame. Reading at sight, and writing numbers of three figures, and
Roman numerals to fifty. Oral Instruction—Forwn, color, parts and uses of common
things. Morals and Manners—As oceasion may suggest.

Fourth Class—Third Year. Reading—Third Reader commenced with particalar
attention to articulation and the meaning of what is read. Spelling—Words from read-
ing lessons, oral and written, by sounds and letters. Writing—Words and short
senterces.  Arithmetic—Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, developed

by use of numeral frame. Reading arnd writing Arabic figures to one million, and’

Rowan nuinerals to oue hundred. Oral Instruction—Animals, plants and minerals.
Qualities of common things illustrated by experiments. Morals and manners, singing
and calisthenies as in previous grades.

Third Cluss—Fourth Year. Reading—Third Reader completed. Punctuation and
most ccmmon abbreviations. Frequent exercises in enunciating difficult combinations of
elementary sound«. Spelling—Words in reading lessons by letters and sounds. Writing
coutinued as in fourth class. Arithmetic—Mental and written, through addition and
subtraction. Oral Instruction—Misccllaneous subjects, with review of the work in
lower grades. Morals and manners, singing, ete.

Secund Class—Fifth Year. Reading—Fourth Reader commenced, with careful attention
to meaning of words and distinet articulation. Spelling—Written and oral from speller
and frow reading lessons. Writing and drawing—DBartholomew’s cards, Arithmetic—
Written and mental, through multiplication and division, includicg a thorough knowi-
edge of corresponding tables, Rapid combinations of small numbers. Oral Instruction
in Elementary Geography and subjects selected from the Child’s Book of Nature. Man-
ners and morals. Singing and physical exercises continued.

First Class—Sixth Year, Reading—Fourth Reader completed, with particular atten-

’
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tion to expression and vocal culture. Spelling—Oral and written, continued from speller
and reading lessons. Writing and drawing as in second class. Arithmetic—Written
and mental, through Reduction, with review of the entire subject so far as studied.
Geography—Elementary text-book read, with conversational illustrations, Oral In-
struction—Weight, measures and geometrioal forms. Fractions developed by objects,
Binging, ete., continued. .

The following is the Time Table and order of Exercises used in the four lower rooms
of the North School :

A. M. 9to9.15—Opening Exercises.

Recitation. Study.
9.15 to 9.45—1st Division read. 2d Division prepare reading lesson
Calisthenics.

9.45 to 10.10—2d Division read. 1st Division prepare reading lesson
10.10 to 10.30—Recess. -

10.30 to 10 45—1st and 2d Divisions writing on slates.

10.45 to 11.00—Ist and 2d Divisions prepare spelling lessons,

11.00 to 11.10—1st Division spell. 2d Division prepare spelling lesson
11.10 to 11.20—2d Division spell. st Division prepare spelling lesson
11.20 to 11.40—Oral Instruction.
P. M. 2.00 to 2.35—1st Division read. 2d Division prepare reading lesson
Calisthenics.
2.35 to 3 10—2d Division read. st Division prepare reading lesson

3.10 to 3.30—Recess.

3.30 to 4.00—1st and 2d Divisions spelling, and preparing spelling lessons as above.
4.00 to 4.30—1st and 2d Divisions, Arithmetic.
4.30 to 4.40—Oral Instruction.

“

The annual promotions are made at the comwencement of the winter term. Pupils
ranking above the average in scholarship are usually advanced three rooms, those of
average rank, two rooms, less than average rack, one room. Ifany pupils are prepared
to enter a higher grade, they are transferred any time during the term. None are kept
back when they can be transferred with advantage to themselves and without detriment
to the class. ,

Drawing has been taught regularly in all the Grammar classes, and in eight rooms in
the Primary Department, forty-five minutes each lesson, twice a week through the term.
We have finished Bartholomew’s Cards in the Grammar classes, and are now drawing
from the ¢ Teacher’s Guide,” preparatory to the drawing books, which will be used at
the beginning of next term. We have finished one-half of the cards in the primary
classes, and the others are to be completed during the next term, the design being to use
cards in the Primary and Drawing books in the Grammar Department. Without doubt
an experienced drawing teacher would have secured better results, but the teachers have
labored earnestly, and the progress has been all that could be reasonably expeected,
without the employment ot a special teacher. '

Reading is commenced by the Word and Phonic methods combined. The pupils in
the lowest grade are taught to eall the words at sight from Wilsen’s Chart, No. 1, which
contains sixty words, all representing the names of familiar objeets, and illustrated by
pictures. The work on this Chart is followed by the alphabet, and sounds of the
letters, together with familiar words written upon the blackboard by the teacher, and
arranged in short sentences by the children. The Charts are all used in the same
maoner, followed by the First Reader, which is completed during the first year. The
teachers, by daily conversational lessons on the objects represented upon the Charts, aim
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to encourage the children to cultivate the perceptive faculties, and find language to
express their ideas. The first step, therefore, in this method, is to learn to read those
words at sight which they already know by hearing, and to associate the form and
sound of words with the thoughts represented by them. The advantages of this system
are, first, a saving of time. A class of average ability can learn all the words on the
Chart, together with the alphabet, in the time usually employed upon the alphabet
alone. Then the phonctic drill quickens the ear and trains the pupil to distinguish
gorrect sounds, and tends to prevent slovenly habits of pronunciation.

Tt is claimed that this system follows the natural order of mental development, and
affords the teacher an opportunity to impart valuable information to the children, to*
develop their perceptive faculties, and cultivate their power of expression, and I think
a fair trial will prove this theory correct.

[t scews to me that a judicious course of progressive Oral Instructicn, requiring a
daily exercise of twenty minutes, would be beneficial to all the regular branches of
study. As training the hand and eye in elementary drawing facilitates writing and map
drawing, o reading can be made more interesting, intelligent and expressive by a
knowledge of the structure, habits and uses of animals and birds, and the growth of
plants and flowers. A knowledge of geomctyrical forms facilitates the study of Arith-
metie, and the health of children may be improved by a knowledge of the human body,
thereby increasing their power for greater progress in all branches. These advantages
more thun compensate for the time required to earry out this course of instruetion.

Furthermore, these exercises cultivate habits of closo‘ attention, accurate observation,
and the power of correct expression, habits which constitute important elements of
guccess in every department of study, and which should be cultivated from the com-
mencement of school life, through the whole course

Special efforts have been made by the teachers during the term to secure more
regularity in the attendance of their pupils than in previous terms. The absentees
include three classes. First, pupils detained from school by sickness and other unavoid-
able causes. This class varies from three to six per cent. aceording to age and circum-
stances, and caanot be reduced much below these figures. The second class is made up
af truants, or of those who aré absent without censent of parents. The Truant Officer
has been very suceessful in his Iabors with this class, diminishing the number at least
seventy-five per cent., and a large proportion of those who were the most irregular in
attendance are now quite regular. The third class includes pupils who are allowed to go
and come as they please, through negligence or indifference of parents. This is the
largest and most difficult class to reach. The teachers usually visit the homes of these
pupils, in order to awaken an interest on the part of their parents, and if possible seeure
their co-operation in improving the attendance of their children, and in many cases these
visits have been followed by marked improvement.

In conclusion, I desire to express my obligations to the teachers who have labored
zealously and faithfully for the good of the schocl, and whose efforts and co-operation

entitle them to hearty commendation.
Epex. WentworrH, Principal.

CHARLES F. LIBBY, Reporter for the Committee.
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DEERING.

The one grave defect of our system of school management is the imposition of divided
responsibilities. As matters now are, no one is wholly responsible for the condition of
our schoois. The District Agents employ the teachers, fix the salary, appoint the time
of beginning and closing terms, &e., while the 8. S. Committee certificate teachers and
inspect the schools. The employment of teachers is a daty of wore practical importance
than the formal exainination of them, and requires for its faithful discharge a more
experienced judgment, and wider acquaintance with the habits and aptitudes of those
proposing to teach. The examinations made by the S. 8. Committee are of less practi-
cal value, from the fact that in most cases, not only are the teachers engaged by the
agents before the candidates present themselves to the committee, but the day, usually
at hand, is fixed and announced for the schocl to Legin. Uunder such circumstances,

while they are not, indeed, compelled to grant a ece e,
tion would justify the committeo in withholding it. There is no proper, respousible
head to our system of schools in this tuwn. It were better, therefore, that the entire
management of tha schocls, and with this, of course, tho responsibility, be centered
either iu the several District Agenta, or in the 8. 8. Committec.  As one poor general is
better than twe good cacs in command of an ariny, so we may safely eonclude that
almost any ‘
headed sys

But sincs no provision is made in law for giving all these duties into the hands of

stem with one responsible head would be more cflicient than the double-

tem which now illustrates so well how not to do it.

Distiict Agents, and siunce the fown is the reul nuit of legisiation, aud votes the amouat
of wouey to be raiscd, the general wethod of expenditure, and even determines and
organizes the districts, it Is only in consistency with its other funetions that the town
should elect the officers which shall have the direct and responsible management of the
schools,  Should the teachers be employed by the S. S Commiltee, the examinations
would Lave much more significavce than now, sivce it would be rightly surmised that
emplojment would largely depeand upon the rank attained in examination. Tn this way
exawminations cvuld be made competitive, and this also would be an important gain. The
S. 8. Committee, by reason of their position, have & wider acquaintance with teachers
and sehools than an agent of a single district would ordivariiy buve, and have thus a
better opportunity to select teachers with reference to fitness for particalar situations,—
For these an@ other reasons which might be given, it is recommended that the 8. 8, Com~
mittee employ the teachers, and be made the responsikle head of the schocls of the towa.
As the author of this report will not remain a member of the committee, he feels no
delicacy in urging this most earnestly upon the attention of those interested in our
public schools. IIe would also recommend that suine provision be made to adequately
compensate those upon whom the care of the schools may be devolved

Our town is favorably situnted for the organization and maintenance of a most efficient
system of public schools. Our population is large and compact, and our wealth ample
to make liberal provision without a large tax per cent. DBecause we have the oppor-
tunity and the means for the best schools, we should be satisfied with nothing short of
this. Our necessity is greater because of the excellent schools maintsined in cur neigh-
boring city. The very cxcellence of these

schools will inure not only to our diseredit,
but to our material injury, unless with generous emulation we strive to equal them;
for on which side of the line dividing our territory families shail locate will often be
be determined by their esiimate of the schocl advantages respectively presented.

Qur material interests, therefore, unite with our social and moral interests in pleading
for earnest and unwearied effort in liberally maintaiving and improving to the utmost

our system of public schools.
J. C. SNOW, .
GHORGE W, JOHNSON, § 5 5 Committes,
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AUGUSTA.

In reviewing the labors of the year your Committee can only say, as they have said at
other times, ¢ That they have sought to promote the best interests of the schools, and
under all circumstances have done what they could ” The schools under our supervision,
situated in the rural and sparsely settled portions ot the city, in severul instances poorly
districted, have for the most part instruction continued only a small portion of the year.

The wunt of interest on the part of parents, irregularity and inattention on the part
of scholars, together with other things that militate against the interests of our coramon
schools, renders it impossible tu accomplish with any degree of perfectness the work they
are designed to perform. DBut while; in sume instances, the examinations have shown
that the schools have been of comparatively little value, yet it is to be hoped that in
every school some good bas been accomplished ; and while it may not be possible to
reach the high standard which we could desire, yet it should be the aim of Committee
and teachers, parents and scholars, to come as near to it as practicable.

Scooor-Iluuses. During the year sométhing has been done in the way of improving
some of the school-houses in the city. Moxney has been raised and expended with good
results in Districts 18, 19 and 21. But there yet remaius much to be dono  The school-
houses in Nos. 2, 4 and 10, need special attention. Next in importance to having good
teachers, are good accommodations and pleasant surroundiogs. If there is one house in
the D.strict which should be more pleusantly located, more comfurtably corstructed,
better wurmed, more inviting in its general appcarance, and more elevating in its
influence than any other, that house is the schoovl-house. Asa weans of clevating the
standard of our common schools, the places where our youth receive their first in-
struction, and where nine-tenths of them cowmplete their education, claim cur attention.
A goo‘d and profitable school is rare in a poor school-house. Such houses arc also
nurseries of disease. A large per cent. of school weney is lost by the children sitting
in unventilated rooms, or rooms too much vestilated. To culiivate habits of neatness and
refinement, children are sent to schcol-rocms whose walls, discolored by swuke, are
disfigured by coarse and sometimes obscene markiugs, and whose benches and desks are
scarred and mangled ; whose duors are broken, and where the rusty, disjninted stove
funnel—pendent above the broken stove, is ready to fall at any unusual mevement in
the room. This is no fancy picture. OQur farmers are p.eparing better barns for their
cattle ; but in the mecantime the schocl-house to which the children should be wooed is
suffered to go to ruin. The school-louse should oceupy as pleasant and as healthy a
place as there is in the distriet, It should have ample accommodations for a play-
ground, and thus remove the necessity of taking the highway or neighboring fields as
places fur sport and recreation.

Duat not only better school-houses are needed, but there are some articles indispensably
necessary to their furnishing. A good blackboard is a nccessity in a school-room. And
yet with rare exccptions, there is searcely a school-roow under our supervision that has
anythiog more than an apclogy for this necessity. Thore are, it is true, in alinost every
school-room a black board fastened somewhere on the wall, or a few square feet of rough
plastering on the walls covered with black paint, but usually these are very much better
suited to develop the patience of teacher and pupil, than furnishing a place fur illustration,
drawing or example. At least, three-fourths of the so-called blackboards in our schools
are unfit for use. We earnestly call the attention of school ageats to this matter. A
small sum in each Distriet will furnish a good blackboard in every case where it is
needed. IFurnish a good blackboard ; good in quality and size. 1f there is no place for
one of sufficient size, furnish balf a dozen small ones. Place them where all the children
ean reach them,—the small scholars as well as the large ones. A competent teacher,
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with good and sufficient blackboards, will accomplish a third more every term than it is
possible to accomplish without them. Hanging mape, which can now be obtained for
comparatively a small sum, should be furnithed every school-room in the city. The
advantage of such maps for teachers and scholars can hardly be overstated. A copy of
either Webster’s or Worcester’s Dictionary, as a book of reference, is also needed in
every school. The value of such a book in every school-room does not need to be argued.
If the Districts do not think it best to use a per cent. of the money raised for school
purposes to procure maps, dictionary, or even the needed blackboards, money can easily
be raised in every District for this purpose. Let two or three scholars set out in earnest
to raise woney for these purposes, and before the commencement of the summer term,
every school-house would have the needed maps suspended from its walls, the teacher’s
desk would be furnished with the dictionary for reference, and in their proper place
would be the necessary blackboards. Who will take the lead in this matter? Who will
have the place of honor in our next report ?

SupERVISTON oF ToE ScHooLs. The separation of the Village District from the
suburban schools places each under the care of a separate Scheol Board,—the former
chosen by the inhabitants of the Village District, the latter elccted by the city govern-
ment. These two school boards, elected for different purposes, have no work in common.
Two reports are made, which need to be united to represent the schools of Augusta.—
Under the present arrangement our report, which goes forth to the world as the report of
the Augusta schools, exhibits less than half of the educational interests of the city.

In our judgment, if scme union could 'be effected between the city schools and the
Village District, so that they could all be under the supervision of one beard—or of one
man selceted for this purpose-—it would be promotive of the best interests of all the
schools of the city. It seems to us that our schools have become of sufficient importance
to demand the services of some suitable person, who shall give to them all the attention
which their interests demand. What is now paid for the services of Directors and School
Committee, with a small additional sun appropriated by the city for the purpose, would
secure as much of the time and services of & competent superviszor as it would be necessary
to give to the schocls. Under sach an arrangement, it would not be needful to do away
the present boards ; they could act as advisory, and in other ways promote the interests
of the schools. We commend this subject to the attention of those who are interested in
the prosperity of our city schools. We Lope during the year, some initiatory steps may
be taken to bring about such a union of the school interests of the city as shall result in
the plan proposed.

ExpLoYMENT oF TeACHERS. Dy the action of the city government, the employment
of teachers was placed, as heretofore, in the hands of the school agents of the various
Districts. This, while relieving the Committee of an unsought responsibility, has not
been'in every instance, we are assured, for the best interests of the schcols. In the
examination of candidates we have endeavored to be critical and fair, and in every case
to certify to actual attainments. The certificates issued by us—prepared by the State
Superintendent of Schools—are graded, and show the attainments of each candidate as
they appear to us,

In several instances, teachers have been employed by agents with what seemed to us
little regard to their qualifications for the particular schools placed under their charge.—
The result has been, in almost every instance, an unprofitable term. It is very true that
with the most judicious action, and apparently the wisest choice, a failure may result,
What is needed is the hearty co-operation of school agents and school committee in the
choice of teachers. An agent should employ no teacher until he has the evidence that,
in the judgment of the Committee, he is qualified for the particular school which he is
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to have placed in his care. Wages, the wishes of friends, relationship, are all primary
considerations in the choice of a teacher. The best interests of the district are to be
subserved without regard to any other consideration. The well paid teacher and the
short profitable term are much to be preferred to the cheap teacher and the illy taught
school. It cannot fail to be apparent how greatly the prosperity of our schools depend
upon the agents. The office of school agent should not be deemed a position which the
most stupid man of the district must hold because it is his turn, but a place of responsi-
bility, requiring intelligence and judgment in the proper performance of its dutics. The
best man of each district should be appointed as agent. The agent has the control of the
money, the whole charge of the school property, the houses with their furniture, and
must see to keeping them in repair. But the most responsible duty is that of sclecting
and engaging teachers. With such responsibility recting upon the agents of our schools,
the office should not be given, as is too often done, to any man who will take it, but only
to those who seem best fitted for the place. When this is done, and every agent feels it
his duty to scarch out and select the best teachers, and cmploy none other, then may we
hope that our districts will rarely be c¢bliged to waste their hard-earned money in paying

inefficient and incompetent teachers.
C. F. PENNEY,
DAVID CAKGILL, ECommiltce.
GHORGE E. WEEKS,

UNTION.

A few months ago a poor ignorant man committed a fearful crime,—was arrested,
tried, convicted aund sentenced to be hung; and finally, I believe, had the sentence of
death executcd upon him. While he was in prison and even up to the time of his
execution, he,was counstantly besct by persons actuated by all sorts of ideas and express-
ing sympathy in all scrts of ways, Ilardly a day passed without his receiving a call
from some one. But the poer man, ignorant and brutalized as ho was, had sense enough
to be disgusted with all this flummery, and finally gave vent to his indignation by
saying—*< If one-tenth part of thoe attenticn whieh I have received since I committed
this erime had been bestowed upon me in early life, I never should have come to this.”—
This incident would hardly serve to adorn a story; but I think it will serve to point an
argument. And the statement of the thing to be argued shall be this: The way to do
away with crime and evil of all kinds is to give attention to the young,—to see to it
that they are properly instructed and trained. Our statute law in relation to our schools
and the duties of instructors and school officers has a wise provision in relation to this
matter. Itslanguage is bold and strong, but none too much so; and I venture to say
that if all the young in the country were trained in accordance with that precept, a
vast sum of money which is now expended on prisons and jails might be directed into
more useful channels. The paragraph of law to which I refer is this: ¢The presidents,
professors and tutors of colleges, the preceptors and teachers of academies, and all other
instructors of youth in public or private institutions, shall use their best endeavors to
fmpress on the minds of the children and youth committed to their care and instrue-
tion, the principles of morality and justice and a sacred regard for truth; love of coun-
t\ry; humanity, and a universal benevolence; sobriety, industry and frugality; chastity,
moderation and temperance, and all others virtues which are the ornaments of huwman
society; and to lead those under their care, as their ages and capacities admit, into
a particular understanding of the tendency of such virtues to preserve and perfect a
republican constitution, and secure the blessings of liberty, and promote their future
happiness; and the tendency of the opposite vices, to slavery, degradation and ruin.”
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Now let our common school system be extended all over the land, and let all the
children be instructed in the way and spirit pointed out in the precept of our law, and
there would be far less evil and erime in the country.

Let me call your attention to a few statistics which will not only prove this, but will
also show the vast amount of good that we are already deriving from our school system.
Vast numbers of foreiguers have crowded to our shores, and we sometimes hear it said
that they furnish a large part of our criminals, but that is a great mistake. In the
year 1870, ‘on]y one per cent. of the persons in prisen in our country were fureign born,
while ninety-nine per cent. were native born. Now place this alongside of the fact that
nearly every native born person, except in the Southern States, has a chance to learn to
read and write, and that nearly all can do g0, we are astonished when the prison statis-
" ties inform us that ninety per cent. of the prisoners cannot read, and that ninety-six
per cent. of them never learncd a trade and had no regular occupation.

What patriotie citizen, what lover of good society, can look upon these facts, and
not feel that we have great reason for gratitude for our common school system. For as
these figures show us, our eriminals do not come from our schools; but from those who
have not school privileges, or having them, do not avail themselves of them.

Dut says one, ¢*It costs us a vast sum of money to get a little education.” So it would
secm, when we look at it in the lump; when we consider that in this town it costs us
some $2,600 annvally, and in the State, some over $1,000,000. But let us apply the
rule of reduction to this subject, and see how it will look then. The whole amount of
school money expended on our schools in this town last year was not far from $1,752, or
$2.93 per scholar. Now, allowing this to be the amount per scholar year by year, how
much will exch child in town have expended on his education for the 17 years, between
4 and 21 years of age? Maltiplying $2.93 by 17, and we have a little less than $50;
or, if the expense for books and school-houses is added, the whole will fall short of $75.
Now we admit that with all our best efforts and intentions, we cometimes fail and have a
poor school, and it is a very easy thing to complain and find fault; but, after all, what

is so cheap, what so important, and what so useful, as our schocls? There is nothing

from which we derive so much good that costs us so little as our common schools. It
often costs more for a parent to send a child away from home to an academy or select
school for & single term than the cost of his whole common school education; and then
even this cost does not fall wholly on the parents. Mauny persons have s large property
but no scholarg, and it is the property that paysthe tax. Bat this is right, for education
is a means of security and protection; it is a better defence for property, as we have
seen than jails and prisons. . .

What then is the conclusion? Why, evidently, male all you ean of our schools. Do
all that you can to increase their efficiency. Study to ascertain in what way they can
be made better. Raise the standard of qualification on the part of teachers. Spare no
expense in the shape of good, comforable school-houses,—in books and in apparatus,—
and in whatever the children need to secure their rapid improvement. Let parents and
all good citizens be interested in the schools themselves and manifest their interest by
occasionally visiting the schools, and it will not be long before we shall witness a vast
jmnprovement in our common schools.

It is a matter of gratification to be able to say that we are slowly improving in educa-
tional matters. Several school districts have within a few years greatly improved their
sohool-houses, and in those districts there has been a marked increase of interest in
education. During the past year district No. 7 has built a very pleasant and conveniens
school-house at a cost of about $800. The house was dedicated with appropriate services
and a good impetus was given to the cause; and I am glad to say that those have been
proved to be false prophets who said, «“It is no use to build a new school-house, it will
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be torn in pieces, cut up, and look as bad as the old one.” A carefal inspection of the
house near the close of the terwm failed to detect the least injury that it had received.—
The fact is, a good pleasant school-room is not only a matter of comfort and health to
the children,—it is an educator, both morally and intellectually. It is difficult for
scholars to become very rude and unruly, where everything is pleasant and happy around
them. But let the school-room be cold and dirty, cut with knives and engraved with
lewd figures, and no earthly power can save them from disorder and corruption,

In speaking of school-houses, T ought to mention the fact that in two instances the
health of the teachers and several of the scholars has suffered severely this winter on
account of their discomfort and defective ventilation. It costs a little to build a good
comfortable school-house; it costs a great deal more to have sickness, pain aud suffering
fastened upon a child for life. The old saying is a good one-—*“An ounce of prevention
is worth a pound of cure ” Now, T would simply say, let those who think that an
education is a good thing, and who desire to seo the rising generation coming up to be
good citizens, do all they can to improve our schools, to provide comfortable and
pleasant school-rocms, and to sce that this great interest is not neglected. A good
common school education brought within the reach of every child in our country, should
be the motto of every good citizen. In no other way can we maintain and perpetuate
our free institutions

The average length of our schools has been less this year than last, owing to the
falling off in the amount of school money by some $200 or more. Now it scems to me
that there should be no dimination. The amcunt of property has not diminished, and
we are not in debt as many towns are.  Wonld it not be well (should we be any pocrer?)
if we should raise say $2,000 for our sehools, and instruct the munieipal cfficers to divide
$200 of it amocng six of the small districts to help thom out in the Iength of their
schools ?  This is merely a suggestion. T do not know as it could be legaily done. We
can raise more money, but I should not be in favor of it, unless it could be ziven to the
small districts. ‘ .

Reviewing the whole, we have had this year in town twenty-eight terms of school in
all, and of all these only four have been decidedly poor schools, and there were some
gond things about those They were a great deal better than none  Of the other
twenty-four,—all of them good—several have been excellent ; and I am glad to be able
to say this. Some persons might see more to find fault with than I have, and at the
same time they might find it very difficult to do better themselves. A word of encourage-
ment is a great deal better, T think, than harsh eriticism and fault finding.

Two, things we need to do. First, put our school-houses in good condition ; and
second, select our teachers with great care. It is just in this school business as in every
thing else. There is a great deal in the way the business is done. Some districts with
no wore scholars and no more money than others manage to secure longer and better
schools, - How dc they do it? is the question. Well, in the first place, they are inter-
ested ; and then they get an agent that is interested ; and then they look about and find
the best teacher that can be had, and where a female will do just as well as a male, they
secare one, and in various other ways by planning, and throwing in the wood and board,
they lengthen out their school. There is a great deal to be said upon this school busi-

ness, but I have already been too lengthy. »
F. V. NORCROSS, Supervisor.
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SKOWHEGAN.

In conclusion, we must again be allowed to call the atttention of the town to some
points, which have been noticed in ycars past, but without any decided inprovement,
that wo are able to discover, Among these is the absolute necessity for the exercise of
care and consideration in the selection of district agents. We are aware that the office
of district agent is one seldom sought for—often refused, and for this reason, as often
falls to the lot of some person wholly unqualified, by inclination or otherwise, for the

proper performance of the duties pertaining to it. DBut it would appear reasonable to

suppose that in every distriet, men could be found who would accept the position, and
inform themselves us to its duties.

With the exception of thrce or four instances only, have none but verbal notices been
received during the last year, of the time of beginning of schools, and iu some instances
verbal notice has not Leen given until after the school had commenced. Notice of the
titme of closing, has, in many instances, been received cnly a day or two in advance of
the closing, and when circumstaneces rendered it wholly impracticable to make a second
visit. Persons should be selected, who will so far interest themselves, at least, as to
make their returns, and give notices in due tiwe, so that, if for no other reason, the
Superintending School Committes may be able to perform their duty, agreeable to and
in conformity with the requirements of the law.

There is another peint which we wish to nmientien for the consideration of agents, viz :
That it is the Zind of school and not the length, that is to be particularly taken into
account, in consulting the greatest good of the pupils. This scems to havo escaped the
attention of many, especially in districts where only a small amount of money is drawn
and cheap teachers are employed, it is said, to make the sehiools of respectable length.
Though this class of teachers follow the books in giving instruction, they canuut lead,
and the very fact thot they are contont to werk for emall eccmpensation is evidence and
an acknowledgement that they lack in some of the essentiels of good teachers.

The finished workman not ouly demands but commends the highest pay, and though
his services may be had only long enough to lay the foundation stone now, we know,
that the structure, hereafter to be erected on that founddation, can never fall,

There is yet another respeet in which we are sadly at fault—that is, in not feeling
and manifesting a proper degree of interest in our schools. Every teacher knows how
encouraging it is to him to fecl that he has the kind wishes and hearty cc-operation of
parents in the great work in which he isengaged. Every scholar feels new impulse
given to his endeaver to-excel, when parents manifest by inquiry and occasional visits
to the echool-room, that they too have still an interest in the prosperity of the ecmmon
schocls. Sowme of you have been teachers; recall your experiences and extend the
helping hand to those now occupying the places once filled by you. All of you have
been scholars, and now have it in your power to render by little acts, unimportant in
themselves, perhaps, that great and lasting good, so often eraved, so seldom afforded.:

And here we leave the matter, hoping that these few suggestions may bo deemed
worthy of and may receive your earnest consideration, and that ancther year may show
results, proving that <“a word to the wise is sufficient.

CHARLES W. SNOW, .
R. B. SHEPARD, }S. 8. Committee.
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TURNER.

Your committee submit a few general remarks. You have noticed, perhaps, that wo
have spoken in commendable terms of most of cur schools; we think we have spoken
truly. But still they are far from what they ought to be. The question now arises,
why is this? We will enumerate some of the reasons. The difficulty of obtaining
snitable teachers for some of our schools; the amount of money being so limited that
agents do not, even if they find good teachers, always feel warranted in employing
them at prices they can command in larger schools. But we think that not the chenpest,
but the best, should be employed ; for a good school of six weeks, is more profitable
than a poor one of twelve weeks. The idea is quite prevalent, that young, inexperienced
teachers, will do for small primary schools. We think this is very erroveous. It is
acknowledged by all educators, that it requires the highest kind of teaching talent to
conduct a primary school suceessfully. The right commencement of education is most
important. We have a good uniformity of text-books; but we find one sad deficiency
in all our schools, viz : Lack of school apparatus for illustrating the branches taught ;
except, perhaps, an apology for a blackboard. Every school-room should bo furnished
with a good globe, maps, movable blackboard for geography classes, &¢. We believe
that any agent whe will supply his school with such apparatus, will expend the money
to the very best advantage.

We would make one suggestion here, from our observations for the last year or two,
That it is better for those districts now in the habit of employing young male teachers,
to employ old experienced female teachers; for you ezn hire female teachers for less
izoney, and have longer, and we believe, better schools. When you have secured a good
teacher, keep him, if you can, If you change, it will not probably be for the better, and
there will certainly be a loss of time. The new teacher has different methods, and it
will take a week or two for the scholars to become accustomed to them. Ho comes a
stranger to them all, and it will take some time for him to learn all their names, dispo-
sitions and capacities, 0 as to bg able to teach them to the best advantage. But, after
all, it is our candid opinions, that the way to take the firet grand step towards a general
improvement in our schools, is to abolish our present district system. We believe it is
an acknowledged fact, that the best schools are to be fuund where the district system
does not exist. We do not intend to go into any argument upon this subject ; but we
would like to call your attention to a few ohjections given by the Hon. E. A. Rankin,
Bceretary of Vermont Board of Education, to the district system. 1, Lack of sufficient
supervision ; 2, Constant change of supervision ; 3, Poorly qualified teachers; 4, Con-
stant change of teachers ; 5, Employment of relatives and favorites, without regard to
qualifications ; 6, Too small schcels in some districts ; 7, Too short schools in small
districts ; 8, Employment of incompetent teachers in small districts ; 9, Poor school-.
houses ; 10, Lack of proper classification ; 11, Pupils studying what they choose, and
not what they ought.

Let us look at scme of the results that would grow out of the municipal system :
1, It would establish a uniform rate of taxation; 2, It would dispense with a good
number of school officers ; 3, It would diminish aggregate expense ; 4, It would secure
a more efficient system of instruction and supervision ; 5, It would secure a greater per-.
manency of teachers; 6, Better class of teachers ; 7, Will secure better school-houses ;
8, Will result in & more uniform method of teaching; 9, It will tend to diminish

neighborhood quarrels.
P. 0. TORREY,
N. L. GRAFFAM,%S. 8. Committee.
8. D. ANDREWS,
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GARDINER.

I was elected to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Stockbridge on
the 14tk day of September, 1871, since which time I have made ninety-seven visits to
the several schools, averaging a little more than two hours each. In most instances I
have found the schools in a very satisfactory condition; the school-rooms neatly kept;
the scholars orderly and respectful, and the recitations evincing thoroughness in prepa-
ration of the lessons and in teaching. True teaching awakens an enthusiastic love of
study in the pupil, and, as I have witnessed the cheerfulness of the children in the
school-room, the happy relations existing between thewm and their teachers, and their
zeal in recitations, I have felt that these schools were profitable investments for the
city, since the teachers had been able to develope in their pupils a taste for knowledge,
which is the fundamental object of mental training, and the harbinger of ripe scholar-
ship and a successful life. That which wearies and disgusts is not worthy the name of
instruction. A dull and prosy speaker caunot hold an audience a single hour; much
less can a spiritless teacher interest a class of children day after day for twelve weeks.
Scholars are true indices of the leading characteristies of their teachers. A lazy
teacher, even if she succeeds in keeping order, will bave listless recitations; and one
who lacks confidence in herself to govern or teach, will find that her pupils have little
confidence in her, and will pay no heed to her spasmodie efforts to preserve order or to
exact the necessary preparation for their lessons. On the other hand, the teacher, who
is ever on the alert, confident of her ability to manage her school, (possessing of course
the necessary fitness) will bave scholars proficient in study, and obedient to the rules of
deportment.

NrezpeEp QuALIFicaATIONS. In two or three instances T have found schools in dizorder,
and iu such cases have pointed out to the teachers their deficiencies, and have counseled
and admonished them to a more faithful dischurge of duty, and failing in this, have put
other teachers in their stead. I consider money worse than thrown away when paid out
for keeping a disorderly school. I'or while the scholars are receiving no benefit from
the teacking, they are contfnetingevil habits, losing all respect for wholesome authority
and if suffered to continne for a terin of years in such an atmosphere of misrule, would
in after life chafe at all restraint and disregard all laws. That teacher, who fails to
win the confidence and respect of her pupils, and obedience to her requirements, is unfit
for this all-important station, and should at once seek cther and more congenial employ-
ment. Some one has said that ¢“He who does not love knowledge for its own sake, but
for the honor or gain it may bring, is like one loving a woman for her money;” and
with equal forco may this be said of those who choose to teach because it is regarded by
< Mrs. Grundy” to be more respectable than doing housework or working at the bench.
The cne is not a true teacher any more than the other is a true lover.

Teacaiye By Rune. There is too much of superfieial teaching even in our best
schools; stuffing the memory with cumbersome rules and neglecting the reasoning
faculties. The once universal practice of learning by rote is daily falling into dis-
credit. To educate means something more than memorizing; it is derived from the old
Latin word educo, which literally means to lead forth. Hence to thoroughly educate is
to develope and bring into use every faculty of the mind. All modern authorities
condemn the cld mechanical way of teaching the alphabet. Spencer has well said:
¢ The rote-system, like other systems of its age, made more of the form and symbol, than

. of the tking symbolized To repeat the words correctly was everything, to understand
their meaning, nothing; and thus the spirit was sacrificed to the letter ”

Analytical teaching is becoming more and more in use among our best teachers and
its good effects are seen, when the scholars are put to practical tests; and it has been
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my endeavor to impress the importance of the matter upon all the teaehers under my
charge. '

ExprriENCED TEAcHERS. Thoe necessity of training schools for those designing to
teach, and the importance of retaining experienced teachers so far as possible, is obvious.
That poliey which would send away the best instructors, rather than increase the appro-
priations a few hundred dollars, is a stingy one, well characterized by the old proverb—
¢ Saving at the spigot and wasting at the bung.”

The report of the Commissioner of Education, reveals the startling faet, that eighty
pert cent. of the criminals in New England have little or no education; that from eighty
to ninety per cent. never learned any mechanical trade; that about seventy-five per
cent. were foreigners, or children of foreigners; that from eighty to ninety per cent, -
were intemperate; and that ninety-five per cent. of the juvenile offenders came from
idle, ignorant, vicious and drunken homes. If this be so, who will say that education
does not pay, even if we pay our teachers as much as they could make in setting type, or
sticéhing boots, which is pot the case in any instance in our schoeol below the grade of
Assistant Principal in the High School.

Other eities aro waking up to the importance of securing and helding the best educa-
tors by paying sufficient salaries to enable them to devote their whele time and energies
to the educational and mecral interests of their pupils, thereby offering strong induce-
ments to those who are under-paid to leave their present si,mations, whenever an opening
presents itself, with an offer of higher wages. In this way, may we protect ourselves
from the continnal draft which is made upon us from cther States, for first-class teachers,

Without this inducement, our schools must continue to be in the future as they have
been in the past, training schools to prepare teachers for more fortunate towns.

Maps aAND Bracxpoarps. Farthermore, we need full sets of wall maps for each of
our Primary and Rural schools, so that we may all be able to teach geography intelli-
gibly, and additional blackboards, where the scholars may be drilled in writing and
drawing. These excrcises have, to some extent, been brought out in our primary schools
during the last two terms, and in several of them ccnsiderable proficiency has been
made; so mach so, that I am satisfled, with suitable facilities, great good could be
accomplished, and a decided advance ke made in primary teaching Children in the
a b ¢ classes, in some instances, have learned to draw the letters of the alphabet upon
the blackboard and slate, thereby deriving a double benefit, that of having the charae-
ters indelibly impressed on the memory, and being instructed into the mystery of draw-
ing. In the new school house on Winter street, which is furnished with modern appli-
ances, I saw some very fine specimens of map drawing, with colored crayons, which
would have done credit to scholars in the Grammar schools. To supply these needed
counvenicncies would require an expenditure of five or six hundred dollars, which, in my
opinion, wonld be money well invested. Particularly should this method of object
teaching, which is the only natural and fit plan, be introduced into our rural schools,
where the number of scholars is so small, that time hangs heavily upon the teacher’s
haunds, and the pupils grow weary with the monotony of daily tasks. In this way anew
impetus would be given to the cause of education in those sparsely settled districts, and
a just equivalent returned to the city for the excess in expenditure.

Aprparatus ror Hieu Scmoorn. There should be an appropriation of at least one
hundred dollars per annum, for several years, to procure chemical and philosophical
apparatus and physiological specimens for the High School classes. The necessity of
this is so obvious that I need not press the claims of these studies. Chemistry has
numerous bearings on all those activities by which men obtain the means of living.
Glance through a work on technology, and it becomes at once apparent that there is
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now searcely any progess in the arts or manufactures over which chemistry does not pre-
side. Consider for a moment the numerous occupations in our own city, where a partial
knowledge of chemistry is absolutely necessary to success. The druggist, farmer, paper-
maker, tin-worker, blacksmith, baker, cook, and many others are continually using this
prineiple, though they may be ignorant of the name of the science involved, The very
air we breathe, the water we drink, and the food we eat demand a more thorough knowl-
edge of its laws. The same practical necessity requires a fuller understanding of the
seiences of philosophy and physiclogy. The one has to do with every labor of life, and
every mechanical contrivance ; the other with the requirements of the bedy and the
laws of health. Whatever knowledge conduces to the happiness of mankind, or adds

- anything to their physical or moral well-being, should be encouraged by all the means
at our command. .

EviL INFLUENCES. We need all these educational safeguards to counteract the evil
influences of the nefarious literature which is afloat at the present day. Pictures, which
ten years ago were exhibited only in secrecy by the profligate and hopelessly abandoned,
are now exposed in every news-stand, and thrust under our eyes in every car. A recent
report of Prof. Agassiz, who has been investigating the causes cf prostitution, indicates
that a large number of the unfortunate women and girls, to whose life-story he listened,
traced their dewnfall to infiuences which surrounded them in the school, of which, not the
least, was the circulation of sencational and obscene literature. In every community
the poisonous process is going on. Even our daily papers are so full of the records of
crime that the prison authorities exclude them from the convicts, because they are
dangerous reading ; nor are they any less unsafe in the unskilled hands and minds of
our children.

It behooves every parent to be particularly watchful of the evil influences which sur-
round their children. Especially should they guard against these solitary viees, which
s0 slowly yet so surely undermine the health, and result so disastrously to mind and
body. No one but the parent can successively thwart this criminal indulgence ; and the
imnportance of its suppression is so necessary to the advance of mental and spiritual
culture, that I have thought it necessary to make an especial appeal in this report,
hoping thereby to incite, on the part of some, greater watchfulness against the growiné
evils of childhood.

Or ReporTs IN DETAIL. It has been the practice, for years, in the annual reports of
the Superintending School Committee, to give a detailed account of the standing of each
school. This seems to me to be an unnecessary task, as there must of necessity be so
much sameness in what is said, that before the sixteen schools of the city are all
mentioned, the message becomes stale. Another objection is that interested parties only
look at the report of the school in which their interest centers, while the suggestions
which are made in the remarks relating especially to the general good of the scholars
are entirely overlooked. : .

ScmooL Examinarions. The last week of the fall term I spent in careful examination
of the several classes in the Grammar and Primary schools, conducting the exercises
myself without reference to text-books, in this way testing the acquirements of the
scholars more fully than in any other way ; and, with few exceptions, I found them very
proficient in, and seemingly comprehending, the studies they had been over. The High
School examination, though conducted by the teachers was equally satisfactory. In
these examinations, I have been able to discover deficiencies in the system of teaching,
and to determine the wants of the sehools more fully than in the public examinations on
the last day of the term, when the exercises are generally designed rather to gratify the
parents who are present, than to exhibit the actual results of the teacher’s previous
labors.
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Besides my private examinations, there were public examinations of all the schools at
the olose of the last term of which notice was given in newspapers of the city. These
were conducted by the teachers, and were oceasions of interest. In four instances, they
were well attended by the parents and friends of the children, whose presence on other
less public occasions, would also be very gratifying to the teachers, and highly beneficial
in promoting the interests of the schools. In the other twelve schools, but few, if any
of the parents gave heed to the invitation of the Committee This is certainly to be
deplored, since nothing can be more important to parents, than a proper training and
culture of their children in the school-room. Many a person who would not leave a calf
or colt to the care of another without visiting the pasture or stable frequently, will suffer
their children to remain term after term in school without ever looking in the school-
room to see what kind of teaching they are receiving.

CompraININGS. It is very natural for children to exaggerate any oceurrence in
schools, without intending to misrepresent, thus giving a wrong impression to any one
not familiar with the facts. I have had quite a number of cases of difficulty to settle
between scholars and teachers, where the parent has brought serious complaints against
the teachers of abuse or partiality, but in no case have I failed to adjust the difficulty
by bringing teacher and pupil together and hearing both sides of the story. Some men
are blindly unreasonable to their own interests. A case of this kind occurred in one of
our schools the past term. The teacher changed a little boy’s seat to prevent his play-
ing, and sat him in a seat alome, but in the girl’s row. The father seat a note to the
teacher telling her to ‘‘set” his boy back in his old seat or he would take him out of
school; but the teacher, thinking that she could manage the school present, better than
the father absent, refused to comply, and the child was taken out. Such a course per-
gisted in will perpetuate ignorance in any family.

I have been told by some that the scholars in a certain school were not worked hard
enough, and by others that (in the same school) they were over-tasked, that more was
required than could possibly be accomplished by the pupils. In the first instance, the -
scholars were superficial, just skimming the lesson and forgetting assoon as recited. The
qther, they were conscientious, and sought to grasp and hold all that it contained.

ApseEncy AND TRuaNCY. There is another drawbaclk to the successful accomplishment -
of school tasks, which parents could obviate if they would, namely—that of irregular
attendance. Sickuess is a sufficient excuse for absence, and contagious diseases have
been unusually prevalent during the past winter, in several instances nearly depopulat-
king the schools; and in one case, a sechool was elosed for two weeks on account of measels.
Over one hundred children have been absent for two or three weeks of the past term, on
account of these infections. This, of course, will effect our average very materially, but
for this we cannot complain; yet many scholars are permitted to stay out half the time
for no excuse except that they do not want to go, or they don’t like the teacher, or have
to go of errands which could be done quite as well out of school hours. Then there is
another class of boys who run away from school habitually, and when the fact is brought
to the notice of the parent, a spasmodic effort will be made to compal attendasce, but
generally a relapse follows, and the same course hus to be gone through with. The law
compelling attendance would break up this irregularity, if properly enforced. It is to
be hoped'that the truant committee will lovk- after all cases of this kind.

Music. Before closing this report, I wish to call your attention to another class of
instruetion which should be given in our public schools. After mature deliberation and
a careful scrutiny of arguments aand evidence, I am of the opinion that it is expedient
to introduce voczl music as a branch of popular instruction in our public schools. There
are practical considerations which are deserving of particular attention,
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Good reading, we all know, is an important object in the present system of instruction
in our schools. And on what does it depend? Apart from emphasis, on two things
mainly—modulation and articulation. Now, modulation comes from the vowel sounds,
and articulation froin the consonant sounds of the language chiefly. Dynamics, there-
fore, or that part of vocal music which is concerned with the force and delivery of
sounds, has a direct rhetorical connection. Roger Ascham, the famons school-master
and scholar of the time of Queen Elizabeth, and surely no wmean judge, holds this
language: °¢‘All voices, great and small, base and shrill, weak or soft, may be helpen
aund brought to a good point by learning to sing.”

Besides this, the effect upon the depertment in the schools, according to the testimony
of those who have observed it, is very beneficial. The commitiee of the Beston schools
in one of thcir reports, says: ¢ But one opinion was expressed by the teachers as to the
influence of music upon school discipline. The united testimony is to the effect that it
could not be dispensed with without a corresponding increase of disciplinary regulations,

“and that it exerts a soothing influence over every grade of scholars, from the youngest
to the oldest; over the vicious, as well as over those well-disposed.

Musie, when kept to its legitimate uses, calls forth none but the better feelings of our
natare. In the langusge of an illustrious writer, ¢ Music is a thing that delights ail
eyes and beseemeth all states, a thing as seasonable in grief as joy, as decent, being
added to actions of greatest solemnity, as being used when men sequester themselves
from action.” Dr. Upham, in a public address to Eoston schools, thus alluded to this
topic: ‘¢ Let me allude, however, to one of its natural results, extrinsic to the school,
and, in my own mind, & most interesting and important one, which is this: In the
course of a few years, a generation will thus be trained up to engage acceptably in the
music of the church, in the form of congregational singing, which, when properly done,
I hold to be the best and most impressive form of devotional musie. Establish this
measure, then, and in a few years the rising generation wili have in their heads, in their
hearts, and upon“ their tongues, a reperfoire of sacred music, always ready, always
adapted to the singing of a great congregation and such as will never wear out.”

Wherever music as a branch of common school education has been fairly tried, popu-
lar sentiment, which is the only basis upon which the superstructare of common schools
rests, is entirely in favor of it; and although its introduction, from ignorance or other
causes, may have been opposed at first, the experiment once fairly tested, its strongest
opponents have become its warmest friends, and most anxious for its permnanence.

J. M. LARRABER, Chairman 8. S. Commuattee.

YORK.

In conclusion, your Committee think it proper, however regretful, to report the un-
usually low average attendance of the pupils ip nearly all our schools. Of the &87
registered, only 405 attend constantly in the summer, or about 46 per cent., and 398 in
the fall and winter, or only 45 per cent. Of the sixteen teachers employed in our
summer schools, but three have a record of experience and success Of the thirteen
others, six had taught but one term, some of whom give promise of future usefulness in
this direction. The-other seven were youthful females abouat sixteen years of age, and
with all a first attempt at teaching. - It is to be feared that some of these young misses
have mistaken their vocation.

Scmoor, Agents. The law requires the school agents to notify the Committee in
writing, * what time the school is to commence, how long it is to be kept, and whether
by a male or female teacher ;” and yet in but two or three instances have the Committee
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received, either written or crally, notice of the beginning or the closing of tho schools.
The schools would probably be more regularly visited were this provision of the statute
more faithfully compiied with. Another provision of the school laws seems to be almost
entirely ignored,—we mean the sixty-first section of the statute relating to sehools,
wherein it is required that ¢ Each school agent shail return to the Superintending
School Committee, in the month of April, annaally, a cortified list of the pames and
ages of all persons in his district, from four to twenty-one years, as they existed on the
first day of said wonth, Blanks will be furnished by the Committce for the purpese.

Scamoor-Houses. Your Committee are happy to report that five of our school-honses
are commodious and pleasant structures ; four or five answer very well the parpose for
which they are designed. Bub what shall we say of the remainder? TLook at the poor
apology for a scheol-room in the Centre Distriet, designed originally fur the primary
department, as a temporary experiment; but dark, gleomy, forbidding. With the
young it has been said, < Everything with which they coms in contact, educates.” Sce
to it parents, if you would have your children grow up with a love of order, taste,
beauty—and disgust of deformity, slovenlincss, negligence—prepare for them a place,
where they are to spend so many hours, delighted to know that itis their own, with
all its beautiful surrcundings.

The school-houses in Districts No. 4, 5 and 6, are fur bebind the age in which we live.
The internal arrangement of these houses appear like the relies of & former age. Feliow
citizens ! in places like these can you hope to see ““ your sons grow up as plants of
renown,” or your ¢ daughters polished corner stones after the similitude of aﬁa]ace ”

J. 8. PUINAM,

JOUN A. SWETT, %S. S. Committee.
CIIAS. E. BARRELL,

CHELSEA.

In reviewing the school year just closed, I find much to encourage and cheer us in our
efforts in behalf of the interests of our schools. In all the districts somo good work has
been done, and in no case has a school proved a failure, while many have acecmplished
all that could reasonably be expected under the cireumstances, In reporting the schools
I would not say anything to dishecarten, but would eadeavor to encourage to renewed
effort. Allow me to speak in commendation of past effort, and to saggest some few
things wherchy we may be able to make advancement. I would say in regard to myself
that I have endeavored to do my duty faithfuily and impartially, and in my labors I
have had the co-operation of the parents. They have done much to make our schools
successful. They have visited their schools, and, instead of listening to children’s com-
plaints, have investigated for themselves, and instead of finding fault, have endeavored
to advise and encourage teacher and pupils in their work, Agents have tried to do all
they could, under the circumstances, and to spend the money of the districts judiciously.
In Distriet No. 3, they have remodeled and repaired their school-house at quite an
expense. It is now a comfortable and convenient house, and reflects credit upon those
who have been the means of accomplishiag this much needed object. ‘

While we congratulate ourselves on our present attainments, we are not satisfied: All
have become convinced that too little money was voted for school purposes the pase year.
One thcusand dollars is as little as we should raise to warrant us profitable schools.
With the amount of money so small in the different districts, agents feel ccmpelled to
hire cheap teachers in order to have schools of fair length, and thereby get cheap
schools,



”

88 COMMON SCHOOLS.

Our school distriets are too small, making it a hard matter to awaken an interest
among so few pupils as attend the different schools. Would it not be well for districts
to unite in their school work, and have their schools commence at different times, so as
to be able to employ the same teacher for two gchools, and have our children under the
same instruction for a longer time.

Many of our school-houses are yet a disgrace to us. If we can do no more, leb us, at
least, make them comfortable. Order cannot be maintained, and children cannot study
while they are shivering with cold. Farmers have learned that it is for their interest
to have their dumb animals comfertable ; should we not learn a lesson from this and
invest a fow dollars to have a comfortable place for cur youth to study in.

Teachers of experience should bs employed. Inexperienced teachers do not give us
that wholesome school government that we need. Engage those who have been success-
ful, and are interested to guelify themselves for their work by attending Normal Schools
and Teachers’ Institutes. The State is doing much to give us good teackers. Let us
avail curselves of some of the fruits of these expenditures.

The average of attendance in our schools the past year has been larger than formerly,
but it is not up to that percentage that it ought to be. Parents, are we not under
obligation to the State to educate our children, and shall we be recreant to our trust
when the means are brought to our very doors? Let us see to it that our children,
between seven and fifteen years of age, attend school at least four months in the year.

This town has done well in providing for the support of schools. Let all parties do as
well in making wise expenditures, and we shall see the rising generation as they come
upon the stage of action, more intelligent, better educated, and thus better fitted to
sustain those free, civil and religious institutions which are the pillars of our prosperity.

STEPHEN COBB, Supervisor,

OXFORD.

It will be seen that not quite three-fifths of the number of scholars in town have been
connected with our schools during the year, and the average atiendance falls consider-
ably below one-half. Out of the number which have attended school, we find 1,341
instances of tardiness, When one notices these last figures, and rememnbers that the
parents are responsible for them, they can readily estimate the amount of interest taken
by the people geueraily, of tuis town. It is well to raise about $1,700 for the support
of schools, but very unwise to so talk and act as to waste fully one-half of the sum ; for
if but one-half the beunefit is derived from the schools that might be, then $8¢0, with
the hearty co-operation of the parents cf these scholars, would do the same amount of
good and save to the town a like sum. Cannot our citizens see that they must put their
hearts in the great work of education, as well as to pay their money ? and I here call
your attention to this one item of tardiness. It is something which cau be overcome by
the parents themselves. We notice but few dismissals in most of the seheols, and as this
is regulated mainly by the teachers, we infer that they are the parties most interested.
This should not be so. If you cannot spend the time to visit your school, yon can bring
your children up to.do as you ask them and then send them to school in season, and one-
half the work is done. You can ask them each night about their lessons, and do all you
can to encourage them by your own icterest, and thereby awaken a new life in them for
the great work, KFach cne should remember to izake the most of our schools while they
are passing. The teachers are hired by agents of your own choice, and the school goes
on. Day by day the time slips by and dollar by doliar the money is spent, and if you
would have your fair share of the benefits, you must put yourself in position to receive
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them. Some may say, I do not like the school, or, the teacher is partial, or ineompetent,
or anything to excuse their lack of interest. In all matters pertaining to your schools
you should be guided by one rule, namely : (If you can make it better, do so, if not,
let it alone.) Do not depreciate it or its teachers, this will not help it. .

Show to your scholars that this is one of the opportunities given them in which to
amass that inestimable fortune—a common school education. Show your children that
this school life is short, and that the most must be made of each term, in order that they
may be prepared for the next. Now if you look around to notice where the brightest and
best scholars are found, you will find that it is in those families where children are
early tavght to make the most of their opportunities.

Tracaeas. We are of the opinion that the best and most experienced teachers are the
cheapest. One week of school taught by a good, efficient teacher, is worth at least four
, weels taught by a poor or ordinary one, and your Committee deem it wisest to hire the
best at any cost. Such in our opinion, were the teachers in Districts No. 1, 3, 4, 5, 10
a2nd 11, But whoever your agents employ, let each one forget neighborhood animosities
and do their part to make ib a profitable school, and the want of action which seems to
characterize the people of this town in educational matters, will fade away, and a
reformation so much needed in this direction would soon be wrought out. We trace the
aircumstances of to-day from the circumstances of the past, and trust that the course and
conduct of the present will gnide and control the future. Much of the happiness of life
would disappear to the man who could no longer hops that the deficiencies of to-day
would be wade up by the redundances of to-morrow. Then let us with an unfaltering
zeal take o deeper interest in the ‘education of the young, and raise still higher our
standard of common schools. So may we have reason to hope for a bright and honored

future.
F. B. ANDREWS, For the Committee.

PITTSTON.

There is, in my opinion, no one thing, that will do more to raise the character of our
schocls, than for the parents to visit them more frequent!ly, The diligent and concien-
tious texcher weuld be encouraged, while the easy-going ones would be either stimulated
to more diligence, or their shortcomings would become so well known and marked, that
they would have small chance of continued employment. Very few fathers visit the
schools, even at cxaminations. The mothers get out wore, but far less frequently, than
the importance of the case demands. No one questions that we give most attention to
that which interests us most. Judged by this standard, what is the relative importance
of our schools in the minds of the majority of the fathers in this town? Does any one
plead want of time? He will not deny that he finds time to feed and clothe his children
and take them to places of amusement. Is nct life more than meat? - Is not intelligence
more thap fiue clothes? The real difficulty is, I-apprehend, more the feeling that to
visit the school wuuld seem odd to one’s self, and appear so to others, and people do so
dislike to be odd. I wish this feeling might be overcome, this negligence done away.—
Parents should drop into the school-room as quietly and easily as they would into their
workshops, and should show as much interest in the intellectual progress of the pupils
gathered thers, as they show in regard to their own material interests. Let us not
forges that education includes the moral and the physical, as well as the intellectual
man.

Whils it is universally admitted that good order and discipline are necessary to the
success of a school, there are some persons who are ready to find fault with any mode

~
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of correction made use of by the teacher, for the maintenance of good order in school, if
that mode happens to be applied to their children. The most casual obssrver cannot
fail to perceive the baneful effects produced upon a school by a collision between parental
instruction and school government. I would urge upon parents a cordial co-operation
with the teachers in their efforts to maintain good order. You who have child{eu, hardly
know, at times, how best to govern them. How think you that you would succeed
if those surrounding them should instil into their minds that you are not worthy of their
regard, and to disobey is manly ?

There are few more trying positions than that of a teacher in a distriet schcol, having
so many different persons to please, each having peculiar views with reference to disci-
pline and instruction, and such a variety of dispositions among the children, all taxing
the paticnce and testing the self-control. That a teacher should make mistakes is not
strange; but let parents help them out of such difficulties, and not increase them by
injudicious remarks in the presence of their children, and they will serve to raise our
schools into a much better condition.

We can never cultivate proper feelings of respect for property, either public or private,
in the minds of chiidren, by constantly sending them to school ia rooms that present
such an inconsistent, dilapidated aspect, as to render the temptation irresistible to hit
the hanging ceiling & poke, or try their knives, or their peccils, here and there, cn the
walls and benches, all the while reasoning to themselves, (and not far from the truth,)
¢can’t make them look much worse.” What tends more directly to degrade & town, and
lower it in public estimation, than a set of ¢ old, tumble-down school-houses,” that will
not compare with the average of stables. I know the expense of erecting a school-house
is considerable, but I know, too, that money cannot be put where it will yield a more
sure, or greater interest, than investing it in what will prowote a right and judicious
education of children. If there is any class of men who hang like a dead weight upon
progress and the true moral and intslleciual elevation of the masses, it is those who
shrug up their shoulders and groan to think they ¢annot invest quite so much in govern-
ment bonds and bank stock, because they must pay a tax towards promoting a truly
worthy objoet. They are consi;antly saying that scholars would tear new school-houses
to pieces in a short time, so they would look as bad as the old ones. Such men wounld
set their sons to mowing grass with a stub-scythe, for fear they would injure a better
one, or let their daughters get down on their hands to wash flocrs, to save the expense
of a mop. What, I ask, would aford you more pleasure, than to know that you con-
tributed freely and cheerfully towards those means of education and improvement that
directly tended to place your sons and daughters in positions of henor and trust ?—and
what, I ask, speaks so much for a town as its educational privileges?

MRS. LiZZIE WATSON CLARK.

SANFORD.

The schools in town have been generally successful. There has been some complaint,
and some children have been kept from the school-room when they should have been
present. Some of the teachers were deficient in energy and had a lack of the love for
the school-room. Parents can make a poor school better and they can make what would
be a good school a poor one, if they so detemine. Their influence over their children
kas a great deal to do, either for good or evil, in the school. Parents, see to it that
your children are kept constantly at school, whether the teacher is a good teacher or a
poor one in your estimation. In examining the registers of teachers, we find that there
has been less than fifty per cent. of the whole number of children between the ages of 4
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and 21 that attended school. This ought not to be so. There ought to be at least 75
per cent. of the children of these ages attend school three months a year. Then the
average number attending sehool is less than it should be. There have been schools that
the average is as good as we could expeet, and othess are a great deal less than it should
be. We see by the teachers’ registers that a large number of scholars are tardy in
getting to school, Parents should make some exertions to have their children at school
at the time set for the school to commence in the moraing. Those scholars who arrive
at school after it has commenced in the morning or in the afternoou, are injured thereby
in their studies and exereises in schocl, and their coming in after the school has com-
menced, has an injuricus effect on the whole school, by disturbivg the exercises and
otherwise influencing other scholars to be late.

In the villages of Springvale and Sanford Corner there is a large number of children
who ought to attend school; sowne, at ieast, who have not attended at all, and some for
only a short time, who work in the mills or shops. Pavents will bestow a greater benefit
on their children by giving thew an education than they will by leaving to theof a few
dotlars and et them up grow destitute of a commaon school education. There is money
enough raised in town every year for the support of schools to give every child, when
he grows up, a guod education, if the parents do their duty to their children, and send
them to school as they ought to do.

The law requires that the agent of each school district, in the month of March or

" April, annually, shall call a district meeting for the choice of an agent and for other
business, by causing notices to be given, as provided by law. This has not been done
the past year in.some districts by agents, which has caused some complaints in those
districts, Immediately after the annual town meeting in March, the several district
agents should call a Gistrict meeting, by posting up notices according to law, so that the
several districts in town ean choese an ageat, clerk, and to transact any other business
that may be necessary for the weltare of the school. And it is the duty of the voters .
of the district to attend and then and there have a voice in the affairs pertaining to the
distriet.

It is very often the case that only a fow attend the mectings, and then those who do
not attend will find fault and grumble about the management of their schocls. Now the
greater blame actually falls upon those who are careless and neglect attending their
district meetings. Let every voter attend the distriet meeting and have a voice in the

matter. ASA LOW,
HOSEA S. MERRIFIELD,ZS. 8. Committee.
GEORGE B, ILLSLEY,

- LYNDON.
In coneclusion, I desire most emphatically to urge all parents interested in the educa-
* tion of their children, to encourage teachers and scholars by visiting the school-rooms
and taking an interest in the schools, and watching constantly the progress of the
children. You must not expect to have the best schools until you manifest as much
interest in them as you do in your money-making affairs. If your children do not make
such advancement as you desire, visit the school-room, confer with the teacher and learn
the reason, and aid the teacher in her efforts to educate your children. Do you take
pains to ascertain whether your children’s lessons are learned or not, or do you think it
sufficient to send them to school?  Above all, friends, do not find fault with your teachers
until you have visited the school-room and learned what they are doing, and until you
have done your part towards interesting your children in their studies.
Learing in mind that ¢ a good education is a better safeguard for a nation’s liberties
than standing armies or severe laws,” let us manifest a deeper and more general interest
in our common schools, L. R. KING.
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HALLOWELL.

We have been more fortunate than we have coramonly been in obtaining experienced
teachers for our schools, It has generally been the case, that we have been obliged, on
acoount of the small salaries we have paid, to employ young and inexperienced teachers
and to allow them to leave for more lucrative positions, as scon as they became proficient
in the art of teaching. But, at the commencement of this year, we secured the services
of all but two of the teachers of the previous year ; and all but one of them remained
during the entire year. Our observation has taught us that a faithful, progressive
teacher is worth about twice as much during the secord or third year of service as during
the first. And we cheerfully bear testimony to the fidelity and success with which all
the teachers labored the past year.

In the government of their schools the teachers have been very successful. No serious
diffienlty, requiring the aid of the Committee to settie, has arisen in any of the schools.
And most of the teachers succeeded in gaining the respect and affection of their pupils
to such an extent, that they were able to maintain good order without resorting to severe
punishment. Their success, in this respect, has contirmed us in the opinion that, if
teachers would exercise due discretion, they might avoid many of the difficulties which
arise in schools and often prove fatal to their prosperity.

As we have frequently criticised the imperfect and faulty methods of teaching which
have prevailed- in our schools, we are the more ready to speak of any improvement we
maydiscover. Our teachers have exhibited during the year, both in the management of
their schools and in their manner of conducting recitations, such a degree of tact and
skill as we have never before witnessed. They have not been content to simply ¢ hear
the recitations,” but they have sought for the best methods cf teaching,
endeavored to give such explanations and illustrations as would enable their pupils to
understand and remember what they learred.

and have

We wish to refer particularly to their manner of teaching geography. They adopted
the system of Guyot, by which scholars are taught, by the aid of mathematical figures,
to draw maps of the different countries. This system is adwmitted to be philosophical,
though it requires considerable study aad skill on the part of teachers to make it success-
ful. But cur teachers, particularly in the intermediate schocls, succeeded admirably
with it. All who were present at the examinations, and witnessed the facility and
accuracy with which the scholais drew upon the blackboards, without referring to the
books, maps of the towns in the county, the States comprising the Union, and the natural
and political divisions of the earth, must have been convinced that they had been
correctly taught, and had acquired an amount of geographical knowledge which they
could not have obtained by pursuing the old method of femorizing. We believe that
this is the true method of teaching geography, and that it may be successfully taught in
all our schools.

During the winter term we carried into effect the purpose we have for several years
entertained, of introducing Bartholomew’s System of Drawing into a few of our schools.
Within the past few years, this branch of study bhas been introduced into many of the
best schools of the country, and is regarded with much faver by educators generally.
Though our teachers were not generally familiar with this system of drawing they
succeeded beyond our expectations in teaching it. The experiinent has awakened the
hope that it may be successfully taught in all our sechools. And there is no doubt in the
minds of those who have given attention to it, that it is one of the most useful and
practical branches of study.

It is with pleasure that we speak of the improvement which the past year has witnessed
in the attendance of the scholars. The irregular attendance of the scholars has aiways
been a serious hindrance to the progress of the schools. A special effort has been made
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the past year to remove or diminish this evil. For this purposc it was proposed to pub-
lish, in the annual reporte, the names of those scholars who were not absent from school
during the year. A goed degrse of interest has been awakened among teachers and
scholurs, and tRe attendance Las been much better than in former years. In the spring
term the names.of four hundred and sixteen schclors were registered and ninety-five of
these were present each day of the session. In the fall term four bundred and thirteen
scholurs were enrolled, and one hundred and eighteen were present each day. In the
winter term three hurdred and eighty-nine scholars were in attendance and seventy-nine
attended regularly. Axd, by referring to the *“ Toll of Honor,” you wiil see the names
of forty-two scholars who were net akbsent from the school a single day during the entire
year. Aund, if sicktess bad not prevailed to wi unusual extent in seme of the schools,
these pumbers would probably have been at Jeast one-third larger.

A. R. CRANE,

WM. WILSON, ¢ 8. 8, Commartee.
¢. FULLER,

In closing cur report, we would szy to the friends of education, that locking back
over the past eight years, we feel to congratulate themn upon the progress made in the
great cause in which we are all more or less interested. Teaching, from being simply
wechanical, has become more practical and wseful.  Teachers who used to do good work,
find themselves 6ut of order now, and dread criticel examination. How sghall the work
goon? All must unite. Ir union there isstrength. Parents should avail themselves
of their-natural rights to exert the first, greatest and best iniluence upen their children,
They should be careful to select the best mea to superintend the courses of instruction,
They should see to it, so far as possible, that their teacher skhell be morally strong as well
as mentally so ; and by whomscever selected, they should be submitted to a fair, but
critical examination, and their work should be fairly but thoroughly examined during
its progress and at the end. This examination should always be attended by the
parents. A school can be a complete success, only when parents and teacher cc-operate,
No person has any moral right to find fault with a teacher, until he has visited the
school and made himself familiar with its management. Is it not a duty incumbent
upon every good citizen, to see that his children are educated to the extent of his
ability ? and is that duty discharged wholly, when he has attended their annual town
mecting, and votes his money for the presecuticn of the war against ignorance? He has
furnished the means, ought he not now to lock sharply to its application? Let me say
to the parents in Litchfield, once for all, go often inte your schools, and make yourselves
familiar with their management.

A WorD 1o AceNts. I speak advisedly, whea I call upon agents to aid so far as
possible, theiz Superintending Bhool Committee in supplying their respective schools
with good teachers. Do not forget to notify your Committee when your schools shall
commence, and how long continue. Do not hesitate to recommend any gocd teacher
whom you think your district might appreciate. And be sure and see to it, that before
another year shall end, gocd maps shall hang on the walls of your school-room. You
have a right to expend ten per cent. of your school money in this manner, and the

investment will pay.
r ORAMANDEL SMITH, Supervisor.
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DENMARK.

In my official intercourse with teachers and pupils, I have endeavored to elevate the
standard and unify the system of instruction and study, and to supplant abstract theo-
ries with practical, analytic work and discussious, and have been in an’eminent degree
successful, Map-drawing and topical discussions have become prominent and promising
features in many of the schools in town during the past year, aud several other pro-
gressive features, that owe their origin to County Supevvision and Town Institutes.
Parents and teachers are guilty of g'rnss injustics to pupils, in permitting them to choose
and decide what branches they will study, and what they will reject. Parents have no
coneeption of the elevating and stimulating influence that an occasional visit to the
school-room sheds over their children, or they would spend at least two half days in
school each term. Try it, and you will be surprised to find that instead of discussing
the demerits of your teachers aud implanting seeds of mischiaf in the minds of your
children, you will all be drawn closer together by a common bond of sympathy in the
great work of embellishing the human mind. Teachers are human beings, and if you
would have them faithful servants, you should inspect their work before you condemn it.

L. A, POOB‘, Supervisor.

WELLS.

In accordance with statute, we submit this report ¢ of the condition of the schools for
the past year, the proficiency made by the pupils, and the success attending the medes of
instruetion and government of the teachers.”

The improvement made by the scholars in some of the schools has been good, and
speaks well for the instruction and government of the tenchers. The government has
been ¢o bad in other schools s to render abortive all efforts at tesching., Very little
gcod has been accomplished. Money has been poorly expended. The true cause of
education but little sdvanced, and its friends sadly disappointed.

A lively interest pervades the town to improve the location and condition of its school-
rooms. Severa! new and commedious houses have recently been bnilt ; #till there is urgent
necessity for continuanee of the good work, till every school-room is fisted up in modern
style. We would suggest the importance of proper ventilation of the same, and direct
the attention of distriets to this point.

We would not recommend raising more money for school purpnses, but would suggest
the propriety and necessity of devising ways and means for spending what we do assess
in the most judicicus way, so as to return a higher per cent. of profit. Also a more
ready assent to and active compliance with suggestions made by those whose duty it is
to investigate the subjoct of education and direct in regard to it. Our State Superin-
tondent thinks favorably of a change from distriet to town schools. A suggestion and
recommendation from so distinguished an educator, from one who views the prospect
from so elevated a stand point, and whose sympathies and labors are enlisted for the
prosperity and welfare of the schools in Maine, should receive the candid and careful
consideration of every citizen. A few towns have made the change, and the result has
been, ““ better school-houses, superior teaching, longer schools.” But so long as the
district system is in operation, it is the duty of all to render it as efficient as possible.

We number 1,002 scholars. The average attendance is less than one-half, and the
percentage is decreasing ; a striking example of the apathy and indifference of the
community in regard to educational advantages, Tax-payers have a right to demand
the education of every scholar. The State provides for erecting school-houses, sustaining
schools, furnishing text-books, and inspection of sehools. :
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The average attendance in the State is 50 per cent., and in many towns less. Any
scholar may absent himself from school with the slightest exense, or no excuse at all.
Any parent or guardian, may deprive those under their eare of all educational ad-
vantages, and thus inflict an irreparable injury upon the rising generation, and furnish
citizens poorly prepared to assume the responsible positions soon to devolve upon them.
And yet the State provides no remedy for this evil.. Caanot a remedy be found ?

A larger percentage of scholars should be in tho school-room, either by the moral
force of the community, or by a law requiring compulsory attendance. DBoth may be
necessary to secure the desired end.

The stutate provides tkat the Superintending School Committee shall employ teachers ;
also provides that the town may delegate district agents to perferm this duty. To whom
should this dnty be intrusted. A candid disoussion of this question will result, mo
doubt, in the best interests of the schools. The agents must engage a limited number
of teachers, and frequently those of whom they have no previous knowledge, and every
candidate for a particular school

The Committee are brought iato intiinate relation with the teachers every year, and
acquaint, themselves with both their natural and acquired abilities. They also visit
every school twice during its session, and thus becomse familiar with the condition and
requirements of every school. The Cowmittee could engage no teacher until after
examinaticn, and then have the whole number of applicants from which to select, and if-
a suituble candidato is present, can be assigned to the proper school.

TWhat we most nced is 2 more discriminating selection of teachers, in regard to ability,
capability, efficiency and tact. Trué economy requires the best, at a fair compensation.
The quality of our teachers should be improved by encouraging the better class. The
supply will be equal to the demand. If we are satisfied with an inferier class we shall
find an abundant supply. If we demand a superior class, such only will apply for the
situations. A gcod school is preferable to a poor one, even it it be cbtained at the
expense of its length.

A teacher should pot only be well versed in scienee, but should have a good share of
geueral kncwledge, be apt to teach, affable and ccurtzcus, patient, but firm in discipline,
well acqaninted with human nature, and willing to devote his time and ialeats to the
improvement of his school.

Maay failures result from lack of proper classification, hasty and injudicious words or
acts, unsteady discipline, or a government founded on fores in preference to love. Asis
the teacher, so is the school. The teacher sees his own image reflected, morally and
intellectually, by his school.

The character and example of a teacher is frequent!y a more potent educator than
his precepts. Tho progress of our schools will never be satisfactory until the better
class of teachers is secured.

Much can be done by every inhabitant of a district to make the school either a failure
or success, by sympathy with the teacher, and kindly efforts in every possible way to
assist bim ; by attending to the constant and punctual attendance of the scholars ; by
frequent visits to the school, and never allowing a hasty or censorious remark in regard

to the school to have utterance.
ALVIN LIBBY,
A F LITTLEE‘IELD,%S. S. Committee.
JOS. H. MILDRAM,
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GREENBUSH.

You have not lived in a land favorable for public schools, for, for twenty-two years
past, you. bave not raised up a single young maa, nor morse than four or five young
women, to take charge of 8 common school. You have been obliged to go abroad for
teachers, and accept such as most cenveniently come to hand, without much regard to
their qualifications or experience.

Money is said to be the lever that moves he world; but if this be so, education is the
lever that profitably directs capital; and so if you fail to do your whole duty in educat-
ing the wasses, and allow children to grow up in ignorance of what they should know,
you are placing them alongside of the ignorant foreigner as he lands on your shores,
knowing enough only to wield the pick and shovel on vur railroads, or consigning them
to keep company with Biddy in the kitchen or factory. In a former report, I gave you
the cause of so many failures in cur schools, and I gave a share of the blame to—-firstly,
parents; secondly, teachers; thirdly, parents and teachers, giving no blame to children.
I will now give you the reason why we have so many poor teachors. This klame should
attach to the agent. The agent of a common school district is sworn to faithfully
perform his duty, and this oath should mean something. Ile has really all the power
of an autoorat, Little is left to the Superintending Scheol Committee but to approbate

whomever he brings before him. He may hire a teacher of a low, middle, or high grade
of ccmpetency, for he is dictated by none--is permitted, if he pleases, to hire his wife,
sister, daughter, niece, aunt or grandmother, or any of their relatives, simiply because
they are hLis relatives, and he wishes to favor them. It is not for the Superintending
School Committee to decide whether the agent shall hire a teacher of high or low grade,
at least he does not often exercise his veto power. He or they would prefer to have all
teachers of the highest possible grades. All teachers of the highest grade cannot be
obtained, but the agent should strivo to obtain the best. It may be replied: ¢ Our
scheol is small and we have little money to expend, therefore we cannot affvrd to pay
the highest prices and hire the best teachers.” 1 answer, that in most cases, the best is’
the cheapest, though your term may be shortened.

Having shown you the power, for good or evil, resting in the hands of the School
Agent, on the welfare of your schools, that it is of more consequence to your individnal
interests, who your School Agent may be for the ensuing year, than it is who shall be
your next President, then it follows that you should all turn out at your next school
meetings. Vote for the man who will serve you best; instruet him not to pick up the
first unknown person that applies for a school, because the offer is low priced and you
don’t wigh to take time to look further, but you should insist that he shall find some one
qualified that has, if possible, a reputation or experience; insist that he shall persevere,
if it does cost something, till such a teacher is secured. Your duties, fellow-citizens,
after electing your best man for agent, have just begun. You cannot delegate to your
Agent or Superintending School Committee your own individual and exclusive duties.—
Your schools will be prosperous only so far as you give your individual attention, just as
your crops or lumbering operations are successful, by care and oversight. You should
catechize your children daily as to their studies—encourage them They will be inter-
ested as you seem to be interested; they will be caieless and indifferent as you appear to
be so—and if you talk much of the school they will think much of schools. If you
encourage the teacher by oceasional visits, they will redoublo their exertions, and return
to you a fourfold duty; for teachers like praise and approbation, and like to have yon
know that they are working hard for you. They are just like children in this respect,
only they are a little older. Your schocls will be just what you make them. Notwith-
standing I have drawn in this pioture some dark shades of your schoul prospects, they
will be of service to you, provided you take in hand your daty and do it. There is
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encourngement ahead. You have seen recently reared in your town a school-house fit
for a President’s son to sit in, and for two sessions a teacher has been employed,
second to no ove, of my knowledge, in the county. So much for progress—other dis-
tricts do likewise,
. It has been my disagreeable daty, under my cath of office, to refuse to grant certifi-
cates to applicants in all cases; and in reviewing the success or failure of teachers of
different schools, I may have been blamed for not maling out a report, giving to all
indiseriminate praise or dispraise, 0 that a geod teacher could not be told from & poor
one; that all of cur rehools are what they should be; our system perfect in every partic-
ular; and, therefore, there exists no necessity for any one to exert himself in their
behalf.

Having now served as one of your Superintending Schoel Committee for the greater
part of the time for twenty-one years, and now about to retire, I hope and trust some
one may be found better qualified to fill this honorable and important office.

CHARLES 8. WELD, For 8 8. Commuttee.

KENNEBUNK.

The committes are happy to state that the past has been a sueesssful year and crowned
with signal advantage. Thsre has been more than usuaal interest on the part of parents,
teachers and scholars, in the common welfare. There have been indoed some discordant
notes from certein quarters, yet these were the result of intorvest in the well-being of the
school, rather than from a disposition to be displeased. Upon the whole, harmony has
prevailed. It is seldom a year makes its accustomed march without some unpleasant
things arising to mar the otherwise *¢ peifect peacs.” %o few have been our failares and
80 many our succeszes, we feel like speaking in commendation of every district, and
recommending a large share of patience and perseverance in the future maintenance of
our common schools. Let parents encourage their children by providing them with
proper books and wholesome home instruction. Let them cousider the proper dignity
of the teachers, and in return we trust our teachers will prove “ apt to instruct” and
suecessful in moulding the tender mind to its maturer developmeont. Nature’s law alike
in animate and inanimate creatéon geems to be developmental—¢ first the blade, then
the ear, then the full corn in the ear.” In our schools we wish to see progression.—
Let our march be onward and our motto upward.

D. D. SPEAR,
ORREN ROSS, %S. S. Commi'tee.
A. E. HALEY,

KexvesuNk Districr No. 5. The ¢ free and easy” style of attending school, which
appears to be altogether too much in vogue at the present time—of ‘“dropping in” when
one ‘feels like it,” and there is ““nothing going on” cutside that excites curiosity
or can be worked into an apology for non-appearance—is most pernicious in its tendency.
The delinquent pupil never can attain a good standing for scholarship, and the whole
school suffers from the derangement and confusion that are inevitable under the circum-
stances. A very brief consideration of the subject will satify any intelligent person that
it is not in the power of a teacher to bring his or her school up to a high point of excel-
lence, without the co-operation of parents and pupils. No amount of knowledge,
industry or tact, can restore the time lost in consequence of irregularity, tardiness, inat-
tention or disobedience. The teacher may be one of the best and do his best, but the
character and usefulness of the school must mainly depend on the scholars and their
parents. We fear that this important and undeniable fact is not realized as it should be.

7
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A Town Figh School. The committee receive, very frequently, applications from
parents residing in other school districts in town, for permission to send children to the
High or Grammar School. To thesz, in almost every instance, negative answers are
given, for the reason that the rooms are very nearly filled with pupils helonging in the
district; a sufficient number in each, at least, to give full employment to the instructor.
It is exceedingly unpleasant to be compelled to deny these requests, and especially so
as they are almost invariably accompanied with expressions cf entire willingness to pay
the full tuition charged by the best academies. We hope the day is not far distant when
there will a High Sc¢hool in this village, accessible to qualified pupils from all parts of
the town. We really need such an institution. its beneficial influences would be
incaleulable. The children would have an additional incentive to labor,—a goal within
reach which would excite healthy ambition. It would necessarily elevate the standing
and promote the usefulness of all the schoels,—inercuse the number of goed seholars,—
develop talent which otherwise might remain latent, and rewove every obstacle from the
path of the poorest boy or girl who might be anxious to acquire an education superior
to that which ean be obtained in our mixed schools. Why will not our citizens think of
this ? It surely deserves scrious consideration. OQur town debt is gradaally growing

" less, and it would take time to arrange all the preliminaries, such as seleeting a site,
preparing a course of study and other details, (for the safest way is to go into such an
arrangement understandingly,) and all this accowmplished, we could rear the structure
-without imposing burdens that would be onerous.

Why could not the Town and Distriet No. 3, agree upon a plan for a building which
would give the District two rooms on the lower floor for a Primary and an Intermediate
School, while the upper floor would afford ample accommeodations for a Town High
School ? .

Let it not be understood that in these suggestions, we advocate the rushing headlong
into expenditures for the objects proposed, regardless of our indebtedness or our taxes,
but simply ask that measures may be taken in the direction indicated, cauticusly and
economically, but actually and effectively onward. There is an economy that impov-
‘erishes and there are expenditures that reimburse a hundred fold. Ot this class are
‘those which promote the educational interests cf the young, and, by rendering them
dotelligent and useful, add greatly to the prosperity and happiness of the entire

~sommunity.
DAlNIEL REMICH, For 8. S. C. of Dist. No. 5.

NOBLEBOROUGH.

Before closing this report, we wish to suggest a few things in regard to improving the
seondition of our schools. One great hindrance to the advancement of some of our
schools is tlie practice of some parcuts to urge their children along into higher books
‘than they can comprehend. It is a mistaken idea that advancement in books is advance-
ment in knowledge. The tendency is really the reverse of this. A scholar in this
position in a class, will certainly retard the progress of tbat class, besides nearly throw-
-ing away their time. We feel it to be our duty to deal with this matter of classification
in future, if it cannot be reached in any other way.
Finally, in concluding our report, we wish to impress upon the minds of all, the im-
portance of doing all within our power to improve the condition-of our common schools;
~for upon-them we mainly depend to fit our children for usefulness in life.

LORENZO DUNBAR, ) :
ALBION K EUGLEY,}*‘- . Committee.
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DEDHAM.

In conclusion, we take this occasion to express our satisfaction as to the good con-
dition of the schools during the past year. We think they have been fully up to the
average of former years. We also take this occasion to impress more fully upon the
minds of our citizens the necessity of selecting careful and judiciouns men for school agents,
for in them more than the Committee, rests the education of our children ; and let those
agents employ only good teachers, and cause parents to impress upon the minds of those
same children, the necessity of industry and perseverance in the school-room, of respect
and obedicnce to their teachers, and then they will have done their whole duty.

There is one thing more we will speak of at this time,—we mean the remissness of
parents in not seading their children to school. They eannot realize the lasting injury
they are inflicting on their children by depriving them of the benefits of an education.
Parents, sec thas you send them to school ; and do not take them from it on the first
trivial complaint against the teacker, but visit the school and judge for yourselves before
you condemn the teacher, or withdraw your children from it.

J. W. BLAISDELL,

M. T. GILMOKE, }S. 8. Committee.

LISBON.

In order that our schools may reach their highest usefulness and efficiency, the follow-
ing, among many other things, are absolutely necessary : 1st, Good scholars ; 2d, Good
teachers ; 3d, Good modern school-houses ; 4th, Good school books, and plenty of them ;
5ta, Kegular attendance ; Gth, Interest on the part of the parents; Tth, Mouey enough.

Let us examine our standing with reference to the akove requirements, take account of
stock, to see what we have and what we need tor another year’s business.

Bcaorars. We cannot say with cortainty that Lishon has ever furmished any eminen't
names to swell the lists of poets, authors, statesmen, artists or inventors. We do not
even know if we have any great men and weren in erabryo, but still we have much to
be proud of in the thrift, energy and high moral and mental stasding of our community
at large. Our citizens are largely the fruic of cur own common schools, and will com-
pare favorably with the citizens of any other town in the State. We believe the present
generation of children is destined to be an improvement on that which has passed and is
passing, because it is developing under improved conditidns and more refining influences.
The quality of brain and force of character among our scholars is generally of a very
high order. Among the larger there are many who will undoubtedly occupy high places
in gociety, in the not distant future, while among the smaller there is an acuteness and
forwardness of mind indicative of the highest results, if properly trained and directed.
The future is rich with promise to us as a town, and we think the men and women will
not be wanting who shall worthily fill the places, and discharge the duties which will
soon devolve upon them.

TeAacHERS. What constitutes a good teacher? Does it consist in being able to answer
all questions propounded, or in being able to do all the sums and keep good order?
Must the teacher impart no knowledge beyond what the school books furnish? <€ Asgis
the teacher so is the school.” There is a specification in the old form of certifjcates, that
teachers must be adapted to their schools.  This is the first condition necessary to success.
There is almost a necessity for a law that when it becomes evident that teachers have
not & proper interest in their schools they shall be discharged immediately. There is
generally very little trouble about qualifications to teach, on the part of applicants, so
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far as mere book knowledge is concerned. But adaptation and interest are purely
matters of judgment and experiment. In every échool, during the past year, which has
not been so profitable as we had anticipated, the failure could be traced directly to the
lack of ane or both of these qualities, on the part of the teacher. Aund, on the contrary,
every term which has been pre-eminently successful, ean attribute its success largely to
these qualities, and that other higher one called enthusiasm, without which the highest
mental and moral endowments are of little avail. This sublime quality is entirely
independent of wages, number of scholars or inconveniences of school-house. It takes
a dull, backward sehool, and lifts it from the ¢ Slough of Despond” and puts it suddenly
in the foreground. It takes a dull, discouraged boy, who dislikes his books and hates
to go to school, and sends him home at night with new ideas in his head, and something
to think about and study out by the fireside and around the evening lamp. It supplies
the lack of maps, wall cards, and philosophical apparatus, by improvising in 2 moment
something which shall clearly illustrate the subject to be taught. It takes a miseel-
laneous and vexing variety of school-books, and makes them all teach the same living
thought, clear, fresh and sparkling. Enthusiasm overcomes all obstacles, smocths all
difficuities, and transforms every languid, careless, idle scholar into a living, active
thinking intelligence. With it, the wmost ordinary school is a marvel of success, and
without it the most forward may be a disastrous fuilure. Many teachers flatter them-
selves that if they keep their regular hours, and manage so as not to have any serious
fault found, they are keeping school successfully, and satisfying the scholars and
parents. Notso. Such deceive themselves, and the veriest four-year-old knows that
such a teacher is simply getting alomy, and waiting for the last week and the pay to
come,

We have tried hard to get the best teachers available, and have paid in proportion to
ability and services rendered. Whenever we have thought an inerease of pay would
insure more zeal, we have granted it without hesitation. These teachers, who have
Yabored so faithfully, and spent so many extra honrs for the benefit of their scholars,
must find their reward largely in the thonght of having done much good, for no money
can suitably reward the unselfish toil of such earnest, loving hearts. Although some
teachers have fallen far short of our ideal, and have not accomplished so much as we
fondly hoped, yet as a whole, they have done good, thorough work. We have no words
to express our appreciation of many of the teachers we have employed during the past
year. They are beyond all praise, and have done noble service to the town ; and have
elevated the standard and quality of instruction to a pitch which we hope will not be
lowered or abandoned. We recommend that those who have stood the test of trial be
retained, if possible, and that any new teachers who may be employed will stand simply
on their merits, We deprecate the ilea of employing any teacher because it iz con-
venient, or out of any desire to accommodate the teachers or their friends, or on grounds
of sympathy. The Committee should be left absolutely free and uninfluenced, to select
the very best they can find anywhere. When a teacher is selected on any other grounds
than efficiency and usefulness, a failure is almost inevitable. We hope our citizens will
appreciate our efforts to secure teachers whose morals are unexceptionable. Too little
attention has been paid to this point heretofore. Many persons have had charge of our
youth, whose influence on their lives and thoughts has been baleful in the extreme.
This should never occur again, as it counteracts all the good influences of home, and is
contrary to law.

Scroor-Houses. We now have three fine new houses arranged for two schools each,
and a new house in the Frazier District, which are as good as can be found in any town,
of the same number of inhabitants, in the State, perhaps. These, under proper regu-
lations, are doing good service, and utterly disprove the oft-repeated assertion that our

.
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scholars do not know how to appreciate »good things, and would scon make new houses
look as battered as the old.

Scrnoon Books. Some of our schools are abundantly supplied with books, and well
classified, while others are exactly the opposite. Vigorous measures must be adopted
next year to secure uniformity of text-books, and weed out all old editions of these which
have been revised aud improved. Many teachers have done double duty, and many
scholars have suffered untold loss by the absurd idea that it is economy to use ¢ld books
which have been outgrown by older brothers and sisters. We refer particularly to
Greenleaf’s Arithmet,ic.s Probably there are three or four different kinds of what is
known as the Common School Arithmetic, which must be all condensed into the New
Practical at the commencement of the next term, without fail. We are happy to say
that the Practical has entirely taken the place of the old National, and we sincerely hope
the ghost of the old book will never arise to trouble our schools again. We believe the
Practical contains sufficient arithmetie for any cemmon scholar, and if they wish for
more ¢* discipline” on that subject let them take a liberal dose of the ¢ Intellectual
Arithmetic.” Gue of those over-forward classes io arithmetic, in the Lisbon Falls Gram-
mar fchool, made the best display of the caltivation of the reasouing faculty, by some
exercizes from the Intellectual Arithmetic, we have bad the pleasure to witness. More
of this sort of work in all our schools will soen teach our scholars to depend more upen
the reasoning process than upon the answers in the book, for the solution of difiicult
problems, We have uniformly recommended our teachers to teach arithmetic to begin-
ners oraliy, and to all by cxamples from their own heads, believing the subject can be
presented with much more clearpess in this manter than from books. The objection to
all Mental Arithmeties lics in the fact that the smaller scholars and beginners think it
necessary to commit the words of the examples and thereby lose sight of the importance
and relation of the mumbers involved.

Our Guyot's Geographies are better appreciatod as they are better understood by the
teachers. We hear no fault found with them where the teachers use them according to
the intention of the author. On the contrary, we huve seen sowme Lighly instructive
and interesting exercises by many elasses from them. Cur Willson’s Readers are success-
ful where they are properly adapted to the capacities of the seholars. Great mischief
was done when these Readers were introduced, in allowing the scholars to exchange the
Progressive Yifth for the Wilson’s Fifth, as this book was never intended for any grade
of schocls below High Schools and Academies. When we sce a ten or twelve year old
boy tugging away at this penderous volume, we do not wounder that teachers vecasionally
denounce the books in round terms. The trouble in this matter rests largely with parents
who vainly thiuk their children are as govd readers as others when they get up to the
samo book. We know many cases where parents have purchased bigher books for their
children without consulting the teacher, and even against their advice and protest. Tt
is an ervor of judgment on the part of parents to suppose that teachers have any desire
to keep back their scholars.  On the contrary, it is their highest interest to advance them
as rapidly as possible.  DBut it would be quite as scosible for a teacher to rccommend too
difficult a bouk for a boy, as fur the boy’s father to buy him men’s boots because he will
eventually grow to them.

There is great and unnecsssary diversity in the kinds and editions of grammars in use
in our schools. From this or some other cause, grammar is almost a ¢lost art” in many
schools. There is no reason in the dislike scholars have to this noble and refining study.
Something mwust be dene to pepularize it immedistely,  More familiarity with it would
make it as attractive to boys of thirteen to sixteen years of age, as arithmetic now is.
It can be taught orally better than any other English branch. We rccommend the
immediate adoption of the best clementary work on gramwar that can be found, and
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that it be taught in some manner to every scholar in town. Our forward classes would
find it much to their advantage to use some more siinple work on the subject than they
now do.

Writing and spelling have for the first time received something near the attention they
demand. The bocks vsed in these exercises are of secondary consequence. Practice is
everything. We have instructed the teacher to insist upon writing every day, by every
scholar large enough to grasp a pen or pencil with sufficient steadiness to make a straight
line. The result has been wonderful, and has proved beyond dispute that the time to
teach writing successfully is before scholars take studies enough‘to tempt them to omit
persistent practice.,

We have had classes in History, Philosophy, Physiology, Geometry, Algebra, Book-
keeping, Elocution, Latin and French, in our schools during the past year  History has
received more attention than ever before. We were so happy to see these studies intro-
duced that we allowed scholars to select their own text-books, except to advise ocea-
sionally.

Botany shonld be introduced immediately, and made as familisr as geography.—
Chemistry, as applied to farming, might be profitably taught if we had suitable books
on the subject. Physiology is takirg rank, as it ought, among studies for youth.

Music has been cultivated more or less in every school, and the practice of opening
school with singing should pever be allowed to die out. We hail with delight the
emancipation of our scholars from the old idea that reading, writing and arithmetic are
enough to know. Let them spare some of the time heretofore devoted to puzzling
questions in arithmetic, and devote it to these fascinating avd refining studies in higher
Ebglish.

REGULARITY OF ATTENDANCE. By comparing the attendance with last year it will be
seen that marked improvement has been made in this dircotion. Many of cur schools
show an average of attendance only one or two below the whole number registered.—
This is due to several/causes, but chiefly to the fact that the terms were go arranged as
to come at seasons of the year when there is little inducement to stay away. Another
potent cause is found in the plan we adopted, to have no schools on Saturdays. It is
customary in many places to assign Wednesday and Saturday afterncons as play-days.—
We thought the balf-day sessions would be of little account, and judged that if the
scholars knew they were to have all day Saturday, they would postpone all their ex-
cursions and plans for work and play to that day, and consequently attend regularly
during the week. The result has confirmed our judgment, and the measure seems to
have proved highly satisfactery to scholars and parents. :

Although the attendance has been materially inereased, there is yet a wide margin of
absences to be filled. Irregularity of attendance we consider the greatest obstacle in
the improvement of our schools. It operates disastrously in two ways—first, in loss to
the schelars absent, and then in damage to all the classes to which the absent ones
belong  The lost days are seldom made up by after study, and the missing links in the
chain of lessons are seldom supplied. Thus the scholar goes blunderingly along, retard-
ing all the other members of the class, and damaging himself incalculably. The most
lamentable fact in connection with this matter is, that the very class who mpst need
schooling, are absent most frequently. We refer to that class of older boys who do not
attend the spring and fall terms, and whose privileges are all confined to the winter
term. They feel themselves behind the other scholars, and false pride prompts them to
be absent from every recitation which threatens to expose them. Cur schools are
exceedingly troubled by a class of scholars whose mothers have innumerable errands for
them to do about school time, and chores for them to do before school is done, necessi-
tating thelr dismissal. Incredible as it may seem, parents are mainly responsible for
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the tardiness and absence of most secholars We may never expect to realize the full
benefit of the money we appropriate for schools, until all this is changed, and every
scholar is in his place every day. This way seem impossible, but if the Plains school
can average forty-seven out of forty-pine scholars registered, we think smaller schools
msy be all present every day.

InrEresT oF PARENTS. We are rejoiced to notice the inereased interest of parents in
our schools. Our register shows nearly one hundred and fifty visits by citizens. Many
exawinations have been crowded with eager, earnest, interested parents and people at
large. This is a healthy symptom and we hope it will never abate. The scholars feel
the influence of it, and feel that sumething is expected of thew in return for the splendid
opportunities they now have. Let this interest increase until our scholars shall feel that
the eye of the public is upon them, and that its greas heart is beating in quick sympathy
with them, and that its hopes are centred in them. :

Frvdwoes. The town voted a liberal amount for the support of schools last year, com-
pared with former years. As our educational interests underlic and overtop all others,
this was wise and proper. We have done all we could with the amount raised. We were
extremely anxious to hive the winter terms continue ten weeks, but found it impossible.
This was owicg to many eauses, the chief of which was that we were obliged to create
a new school in the Thompson District. This school cost as much as any othier school
of its size in town. The rapid increase in the Lisbon Falls schoels also compelled us to
employ an assistant teacher there, which was equivalent to another district.

We also made an under-estimate of the amount of wood required. Indeed, there
seems to be no regularity about this matter; some houses consuming nearly twice as
much as others of the same size, and rendering it extremely difficult to provide the
requisite amount in all eases. Another drawback, which we think will not be so
troublesome auother year, wes in the fact that we found nothing of any account in any
of the houses in the shape of materials to keep school with.

We have made many repairs and improvements which will be permanent; and have
supplied everything required by all the schools. We have paid higher wages to teachers
on an average than in former years, but have paid solely with reference to ¢xperience,
reputation and services rendered. Some of our schools, though not large in nuwmbers,
require teachers of a high order, who will command the best of pay anywhere. Our
efforts to secure first-class teachers have brought us in competition with Lewiston and
Auburn, and frequently to our discomfiture by not offering encugh.

It is extremely desirable to have three terms of ten weeks each. We think this may
be done by raising a trifling amount in excess of last year's appropriation. The same
amount raised last year will probably secure as much schooling as we had. We see no
reason for any increase in expenses—as the only possible addition of a teacher will be in
the Plaias District, and this is doubtful at present The proposed new grade at Lisbon
Falls will not add any to the present expense, as it will do away with an assistant in
the Grammar and Primary schools. ’

MisceLraNeoUs. The measure of consolidating the districts and giving each an equal
amount of schooling, has proved to be a step in the right direction, and has accomplished
all the results its most ardent supporters anticipated, We have received too many
unsclicited testimonies in its favor to doubt that it has effected much good to the publie
at large. We have heard no complaint from the villages in regard to the loss of school-
ing and prestige to them in consequence of this movement. This is remarkable, and
indieates that the epirit of justice and fair play is not extinct, even in these days. Every
oitizen should feel proud of the many notices in the press of the State in regard to our
educational enthusiasm and liberal policy towards schools. We occupy a place in this
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respect far above many towns of wore inbabitants and higher valuation. We need not
fear that the numerous compliments we have received are the autterances of biased judg-
ments. We have actually merited all that has been said of us, and have made substan-
tial, permanent progress. The committee have tried to do their duty, and have been
generously supported by the intelligent interest of the citizens. Their mistakes have
been kindly overlooked, and wherein they have been successful, it has been freely
acknowledged. We have tried to heal all differences and feuds inherited from the old
system and bring about an identity of interest, without which little can be accomplished.
A friendly feeling has been developed among all the scholaxs in town. The picnic held
at the close of the spring terms, and the spelling contest in the winter, have made our
scholars better acquainted with each other, and with the happiest results.

We have tried to be generous and just in our criticisms of teachers and schools, and
have told the exact truth without fear or favor, so far us we understand it. It is not for
our interest nor for the best good of schools to misrepresent or overstate what hag been
accomplished during the past year., We think no school bas been an absolute failure,
though but for the active sustaining iuterest of the citizans, some would have beon far
less suceessful than they were. . We have not based our opinions entirely upon what we
could see in visiting schools, but have mado constant inguiries of scholars, parents, and
all interested or able to give an intelligent opinion in regard to school matters. Some
of the information thus clicited has been exceedingly valuable, and enabled us to give
instruction to the teachers which have increased the efficiency of the schools materially.
Much that we have thus learned has been contradictory and useless, hecause not given
according to fucts, but to suit private theories and opinions. It is safe to assert that
those who have found most fault with schools and teachers, have taken no pains to
inform themselves correctly by visiting the schools or conversing with the teachers.

Too much praise cannot be bestowed wpon the liberality and generosity of the citizens
at Lisbon Falls, who voluntarily subseribed an amount of money saflicient to give proba-
bly eight weeks additional schooling the present term, to both grades, frec to all in the
district, These schools are now progressing; the Grammar schoel in charge of Miss
Hacker, and the Primary in charge of Miss Ham. They are deing finely, as both
teachers are tried and faithtul servants in the cause of education.

RecaprruratioN. The foregoing remarks show that of the requisites for suzcessful
schools we have good scholars, good teachers, in the main, with a chance for better;
BUUa wUURD, i prupuily ulassilvd auu adapued; Ul 1NUETEST on e Part of parents;
good houses in most of the districts, and a certainty of good ones in the others. What
we need are, money cnough and regularity of attendance. With these two points
secured and wise management of our school affairs, together with unanimity of feeling
on the part of all our citizens, we see mo limit to the excellence to which our schools
may attain. Money can be voted, but regularity of attendance is a matter that rests
wholly with scholars and parents.

RECOMMENDATIONS. We therefore recommend—1Ist, That the town raise three thou-
sand dollars for the support of schools for the ensuing year. 2d, That either the Ridge
school-house be moved and repaired and a house of moderate cost be built at or near the
place designated in our report, or that two new houses be built, or one large one, as
before mentioned. 3d, That a room be rented at Lisbon Falls, and sufficient furniture
be taken from the Primary School room to accommodate an infant class, until farther
provided for, 4th, That a vigorous effort be made te classify our school bocks; that a
new elermentary grammar be introduced and exchanged on the best terms attainable for
all editions now in use; that the study of botany, chemistry and freehand drawing, be
encouraged as far as possible, and that some popular works on these subjects be selected
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by the committee for introduction. 5th, That singing by all scholars be encouraged, so
far as is practicable, and that some book adapted to the wants of our schools be selected
and recommended, containing songs adapted to opening and closing school, and to publie
oocasions, so that in case of any general meeting of the scholars, they may all be able

to sing the same music.
. E. H. GERRISH,

7. PRILBROOK, § S S Commitee.

i DETROIT.

By the report of our teachers, the inspection of the Supervisor, and the general
approval of the parents in the several sehool disbriets, concerning our public schools
during the year now past, we have reasson to coagratulate ourselves upon a successful
school year. Cur teachers, without exception, have labored to the best of their ability
to improve and advance cur public schocls, in deflance of the many impediments in
their way, such as ccld, uncomfortable, swoky school-houses; want of a full supply of
books and suitable farniture for their school-roowms, which, to be appreciated, must be
felt as ouiy teachers can feel. We present the names of our teachers with pleasure as
meriting the upproval and commendation of those interested in our public schools.

In cowclusion, permit me to remark, that the school work is a noble work, and its
influence moulds the character and formns tho habits in a lurge measure of the rising
generation. To zecure the largest” possible good, requires the active co-operation of all
affected by its influence. Teachers shonld be faithful and efficient—school officers
should be vigilant and active in the discharge of their official duties—parents should be
interested for their children by making suitable provision for their pbysical and intel-
rement of good school-houses with suitable
t-bocks uud these of a proper kind, with

lectual requirements, in the seasonable proc
apparatus and faroiture, with abundant t

frequent visits to the school-rocm by way of euncouragewent both to teacher and pupils,
with a very deievizined resolution that their childron shall not disgrace their parentage
by becoming truants and vagrants, at least, within the limits of their own school dis-
trict; but that on all oceasions they shall attend the schools while in progress with
punctuality and regularity, so that each day of the term some now intellectual light
shall beaw upon and illumivate the dark places of the understanding, ¢ That the waste
and Solitary place may be glad,” and rejoice in the invigorating influences which emanate
from public instruetion. S. P. WATERHOUBE, Supervisor,

NEWCASTLE.

In making up this report, I have eadeavored to form an impartial judgment, both of
teachers and scholars. Having entered upon the duties imposed on me as Supervisor,
somewhat reluctantly, and feeling the responsibility which rested upon me, I have tried
to discharge every duty faithfally, to the best of my ability.

A commendable interest in study, and a disposition to comply with all the require-
ments of the teachers, have characterized the schools generally.

A very good class of teachers have been employed, both for summer and winter
schools. Somos of our teachers have derived great benefit from attending the County
Institute, at which they have gained much valuable knowledge.

No serious disturbance has occarred in any scheol, and no scholar has been expelled
for misconduct.

I have cxamined and certificated twenty different teachers during the year, most of
whom passed a very satisfactory examination. A. W. GLIDDEN, Supervisor.
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WEST GARDINER.

Thus fellow-citizens, you have before you, in as concise form as possible, the results
and statistics of your schools for the past year. The successes and faiiures are now
apparent. I have endeavored to report the ¢rue condition of each school. Some may
differ from me in regard to the results of certaimr schools, and to those persons I would
say that my opinion has been based upon personal observation and zheirs upon hearsay.”

In concluding this report, I feel it my duty to say a few words concerning cur schools
and school-houses. Too many agents labor under  the mistakened idea that the cheaper
they get a teacher the better they fulfil the duties of their office. Bear in mind, Messrs,
Agents, that good teachers demand and will obtain good pay and the only assurance of 8
profitable term is in obtaining ¢ first class teschers.”

Parents, would you have better schools? Then manifest more interest in them.—
Visit the schools. It will encourage the teacher and stimulate the scholars to greater
efforts. Sece that your children are well supplied with text-books, and above all sce that
they are in the school-room every day during the term unless detained by sickness.—
Remember that whon youw allow them to remain away from the instruction of the school,
without suflicient cause, you are sowing seeds in fertile places that will germinate, grow
and yield—not rich and promi:ing fruit—but thorns. Then pledge yourselves to in-
crease the ““ average attendancs” for the year to come.

Too many of our school-houses speak for themsecives. They are poor, miserable,
uninviting structures. The school-house ard all its vurroundings should be a model of
neatness and beauty. The results cannot be over-estimated. .

I will not insult your sound sense hy further argument. Vote libérally and generously
for the support and maintenance of our common schools, remembering that ¢ the dearest
interest of a nation consists in the education of its children.” May the success of the
past year be an incentive to renewed labor on the part of parents and school officials, and
may you not desist in that labor till West Gardiner shall stand in the front ranks with

our sister municipalities in the causo of education.
- E. C. STEVENS, Supervisor.

¥

MACHIASPORT.

‘We would again urge our town officers to give no orders to teachers until they have
filled and returned their school register—one teacher, Mr. Colcerd, who taught in
No. 4, having made no register of his school.

Our schools demand our earnest attention, and parents do great injustice to their
children by not enforcing better attendance. No means should be left untried #o
awaken a stronger desire for education in our children. Our school-houses should be
made more attractive, within and without; and parents should visit the schools more and
not allow the children to absent themselves for trivial causes.

The plan so urgently recommended by Mr. Johnson, our State Superintendent, of
abolishing the districts, will, we hope, receive the careful consideration of our citizens,
Mr. Johnson recommends it very confidently as far superior to the present system; and
if this be so, we should not hesitate to adopt it.” If it should prove after a fair trial
unsatisfactory, we could readily return to our present system. Whatever improvements
can be made in our school system should be readily adopted.

A. B. LIBBEY, Superintending Committee.
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Your Committee have found the schools of the town, as a general thing, and things

pertaining to the education of the young, in a very unsatisfactory condition.

In the first place, the school-houses, are, with a few exceptions, out of repair, and
many that are well covered and warm, have very poor seats and benches, hard for the
children to eudure, and most of them are unsightly in appearance Only one in town

has a wood-shed, and very few have ary other decent out-buildings.

The books in most all the schools are of many kinds, making it hard for the teacher

to so classify the scholars that they can get through their lessons within the school hours,

For instance, we saw in one sockool feur little children in one primer class, and no two

books alike ; also frequently three kinds of grammar, and sowetimes four ; and in

arithmetic two kinds commonly, and scwetimes three; o also with geography,—

Cornell’s, Colton & Fitch’s, Warren’s, and sometimes some other kind.

The teachers have been, as a geuoral thing, let into the schools in a loose way, no

party really knowing whether they were eapable of teaching and governing properly.
The agent is often chosen wiihkout regard to the interest of education. Would you

chocse a man that hes no intercst in educetion, no children, or that pays very little if
any tax, or that sees no particular need of learning, to look out for the education of
your chiidren? and . then send them to school to sit on hard planks, ungainly put
together, named seats, where they must sif ¢ix hours in a day for eight or ten weeks,

where we could not sit casy for one eveniug tu hear a good smart lecture. Do you blame

the children for dreading to go, or for,being late at school,

There is no system in this free country, ov in life, go important, cr in many instances

so much néglected, as our school system. Would any of us invest our hard-earned

money 80 loosely—we almost said foolishly-—in any other interest of life?

Let us look the business over a little.  We have three hundred and fifty-cight scholars

in town, and they draw from the town and Stats two dollars and sixty-four cents each,
for direct schooling, which it is the duty of the officers of the town and district to see
schooled out within the year. We also clothe our children a little extra for school,

which costs us perhaps in most cases much more than the above tax ; then we board our
children through the term, which on the average, we should not wizh to de for 2 neigh-
bor for less than one dollar and a half per week ; then we furnish beoks for the family,
which is quite a tdx, every father knows; then we board the teacher a week, furnish
our part of the \%ood, keep the roads open, and many other expenses perhaps, and then

let the thing run it itself, without any further oversight on our part,—noncatall. This
is not the way we look out for other investments of the same magnitude.
Let us estimate the average for a family of five:
Town and State money, $2.64X 5.t cir it iiir tietiie et aaineas .$13 20
" Extra school clothing, four dollars each. . ... . ... civ vt iiie il 20 00
Beard of five seholars, at one dollar per week each, for cight weeks..... 40 00
School books, one dellar each. . voveviitvoniieiieiesivieeenennernan. B 00
Board of teaCher, aVerage. «oev cere sree saen sennanrn cenn nns verieee. 200
Our part of the wood..oveceivcieniannaiinoan, Ceeeaserenanos .80
.
Total vovuvinvmnn iivnvennonnn et ereraensans veeee.... 381 00

Here we have eighty-one dollars for a family of five persous. In that proportion each
gcholar costs us for every school of eight weeks sixteen dollard, and in many districts we
have two schools as long, which would nearly double the above amount. And again,
we have not taken into account the time of the sixteen-year-old boy or girl, whose labor
we so much need to hold us in cur often over-burdened condition. Calculate all the
above expeuses, and we shall often find it costs nearly fifty dollars a year for each
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scholar in our family for schooling. Is there any other interest‘of similar importance
so poorly looked after ?

With the foregoing illustrations, your Committee beg leave to suggest :

Iirst, that you bring into your scheol warrant, this spring, the article, to make such
repairs on the school-house as are needed to make it comfortable and sightly, even
attractive, so that the children or yourselves may not be ashamed to point out your
school-house to a stranger or friend, and so that your offspring may hold the house in
dear remembrance amidst ther cares and storms of future years., New clapboards and
paint ; build a cheap shed for wood, so that it may bs kept from the inclemency of the
weather ; make out-houses respectable and convenient for your son or daughter. Paint
costs but little and covers a multitude of defects, and is pleasing to the eye. Then
repair inside ; tear out the low ceiling and lalh up higher, and so improve the air of the
room whish your childien have to breathe over several times during ibe day ; make
comfortable seats and desks, not forgetting the litile tender chap whose chief amuse-
ment is to hitch from side to side and try to endure the long weary hours of nothing
to do.

Next in order and umportance is the Lovks. We want uniformity of text-beoks, so
that we may havoe as few classes as possible, and thereby give the teacher tiwe, and the
scholars a chance for healthy competition. If there is oniy one or two in a class, what
is there to etir up ambition ; nothiog excites us more than to try to excel our neighbor
in somewise, even us older children, and much more in our youth. We cannot divide
the scheol into large healthy classes without a uniformity of books.

Then, again, we would earnestly recommend siates,—plenty of slates and pencils for
young ard cld,—nothing amuses or teaches cur little folks so much as a slate and pencil,
and let the teacher teach them to make characters, letters, &c. Also see that there is a
good largs blackboard and plenty of chalk. .

Again, we would suggest the impertance of visits by the parents aand friends in the
digtrict. Go and see how your money is being spent. Let the teacher see that you are
interested in the improvement of your children, and that you exzpect some tangible
return for all your care and laubor, and depend upon it, parents, you will see pleasing
and profitable results for the oversight and interest talen in the schuols. Children and
teachers both very quickly feel the influence of the visits of parents or Committee ;
they see that somebody cares for them, and that something is expected of them besides
wearing away time in the school-room.

We would also recommend a short vacation in long schools in hot weather. Also
seleet your best men for School Agents aud School Committees. Remember they are the
most important offices in town, whose influence will be felt long after we shall have
passed away.

We think we see a growing interest in education in some parts of the town. God-
speed the day when our beautiful Greenwood shall outstrip its surrounding neighbors in
the march on to wisdom and honor.

A Worp 10 AgeENTs. Employ the very best teachers it is possible to find. A short
sehool and a good one is better than a long poor one, and notify the Committee of the
comimencing and ending of your school. Don’t say this poor teacher will do weil enough
for our little poor backward schocl, for backward schools need the best teachers to bring
them up to the right standard. And we trust the Committes will never let a teacher
into a school without a thorough examination of moral excellence as well as book learn-
ing, ang what is as much to be desired—order on the brain. .

*
A Worp 1o TEACHERS., Plan, when you comimence school, to control it ; not so much
by fear, perhaps, as by the power of love,—than which no power on earth is greater.
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Try to learn the disposition of your scholars,—they require different treatment. If a
child is dull, spend more time with him, and try to interest him. Give short lessons,
and requise perfect answers. Never let a scholar go by a word in weading, without
knowing the meaning, and how to spell it. Let your best schclare read once a day in
United States History, and question them aftor, theroughly. Let them spell at least
once a day in their reading les
if possible. Teach reading very slow and distinet.

n, and require ther to study it over previous to reading,

Teach the whole schoql, in ¢ commiitee of the whole,” at least one moral lesson a day,
of five or ten minutes in length, on the subject of morality, as your cwn good sense may
suggest. Get up a cempetition in speliing, as well as in other lessons, among your
scholars. This will raise their ambiticn, and make tha hours of school pass swiftly. Be
an carnest teaclier, not mercly a mechanical one, ensconced behind his text-bock ; not
merely a passive nothing, hearing the recitations of another’s acquirements, but a live
something, jmparting important knowledge frem your oewn intelligent brain, and rerely
using the book as & simplo subject to work on, Let the explanaticns on the blackboard
prove to your scholars that you can teach them other than from books. Bring out
practical results from the scholar by sharp and seaiching questions, and require him
to explain the real essence of the subject in his own language, and not in the language
of the book.

We also wish to say that the dount‘y Supervisor has visited our schools, during the
year, seven timos,—or seven schools. Ile has exggested many important things to the
schools, and to your Committee ; and, together with the Supervisors in other countics,
by their writings in reports and magazines ard iostitutes, are doing a-noble worlz in our
State ; for surely we must ackncwledge that whatever imparts light or goodness to our
intellect, or quickness of perception to cur understanding, and educates us in the art of
acquiring knowledge, is doing a noble work.

WILLARD HE2RICK
J. G. RICH, %S. 8. Committee.
E. E. RAND, A

. MOUNT VERNON.,

There are many requisitions for good and profitable scheols,-—we will name 2 few.
First on the list comes good order and ﬁeportment; good bebavior commands the com-
mendation of all. Without good order it is an utter impossibility to bave a good sehool;
we must insist on this or all efforts will be in vain., Who does not like to look upon
a gchool where all are quiet, orderly, and in their lot and place? To maintain good
order in school, is the most difficult part of  teacher’s labor. On account of the diffi-
culties of maintaining good discipline, many valuable teachers are driven from their
‘occupation. Much may be done by parents ia this direction, by commanding obedience
at home, and directing the child the way he should go, by teaching them what is right
and what is wrong. Give them to understand that you expect them to obey all laws
which are right, just and proper, and impressing upon their minds how much depends
upon good deportment. By observing these rules much may be done to lighten the
burdens of a teacher.

Punctuality is another prineiple that should be practiced, Let our children be brought
up to be punctuel in all their engagements, and when they are old, they will not depart
from it. If our children make good advancement, it is very necessary that they are
present when the school commences and at each recitation. We think our schools sus-
t#in a great loss by many of our scholars being tardy without a just cause. Much may
be done in this direction, if we all bear this in mind, and have our scholars prompt and
in time.

.
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Diligence is another requisition which must be observad in ovder to make good
advancewent. To keep scholars diligent, we need to encourage and stimulate them by
unfolding the Reauties, worth and grandeur of knowledge and science. Often a word
from a parent to his child will awaken love and energy for learning. Your committee
have endeavored to the utmost of their ability to encourage and stimulate the scholars
to be diligent. Let parents and all pursue this course, and we shall see more and greater
work done than has been done in the past.

It takes many elements to make up a good and medel gchool.  We have not time to
speak of them all; many of them are things which all intellizent parents understand.—
We have had many excellent schools, and many of our teachers have been above
medicerity; a gocdly portion have been from onr own town, and we are proud to say we
have many teachers of promise, who are destined to do a noble work.

We agaiu call your attention to the great advantuges of our Normal Sehools, and to
the grand work which is being done by the way of giving us competent teachers. Our
advice is, patronize these.schools as far ay poseible by the way of seuding: our young
teachers there,

The most of our schocl-houses are in good repair and eonvenient; but there are a few
marks of antiquity remaining iu shape of old sehool-houses, which we hope soon to sce
removed ard cominodious buildings built in their stead.

SILAS BURBAWK,

HAKRISON W. WEDDER, }S- §. Committee.

MONTVILLE.

Another school year is approaching its termination, and again it becomes the doty
of your Bupervisor to present to you a written report of the condition of your schools for
the past year.

At our last annual meeting there scemed to be a lack of information among us in
rclation to the subject of visiting the schools, somse in town thinking it net specially
stated in the law that sshools «lall be visited. My first action, therefore, was to aseertain
the provisions of the law upon this point. Among the duties devolving upon the Com-
mittee or Supervisor, as specified in the law, is the following: ¢ They shall examine
the several schools, and inquire into the reaf!xmtions and discipline thereof, and the
proficiency of the scholars therein, for which purpese one or more of the Committee
shall wisit each schocl at least twice in summer and twice in winter, and use their influ-
ence to secure the regular attendance at school of the youth in their town.” This law
is upon our statute books and no law-abiding citizen weunld wish to disobey it; conse-
quently your schools have been visited, in obedience to this law, as much as has been
deemed necessary for their good.

I next ascertained if it was a practice in certain towns of the State to instruct school
officers not to visit the schools. I accordingly addressed the follewing note to N. A.

Luce, Esq., Supervisor of Waldo county:
Montville, March 21, 1871.

N. A. Luck, Esq.—Dear Sir:  Will you please inform me if it is a practice in any
towns of this State to instruct a Committee or Supervisor of Schools, at their election to
office, not to visit the schools in town unless called upon, and is such action in compli-
ance with statute law? Yours truly, :

H. M. Howarp, Supervisor of Schools, Montville,

I received the following answer:

Mr. HowarRp—Dear Sir: In answer to your inquiries, I would say, that I have
known of one or two cases where towns have instructed Committees not to visit schools,
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but that action is not binding upon Committees or the Supervisor, who, in the language
of the law, shall visit them. Visitation of the schools is one of the duties they are
sworn to perform. More than this, I have kuown of one ease where a Supervisor, when
instructed by vots of the town not to visit, did visit, and recovered his pay.

Yours truly, N. A. Luce.

This eorrespondence established the fact that such a practice does not prevail to any
extent.

These two poiuts being settled, [ felt prepared to eanter upon the work of the year.—
In the examination of teachers, I have done what I believed to be right, having no
favorites to please and no enemies to punish. I cannot say that I enjoy being Supervisor
to any great extent, I very much prefer to serve as one of the Committee as I have for a
nuwmber of years past; and during the last year I have greatly missed the valuable aid
and genial eomspany,—the sage adsice and solid counsels of those gentlemen with whem
I have heretofore associated on the Committee,—also sowne one to help bear the burdens
and skare the grave responsibilities of the position. I coee read of a certain lawyer
who, in making ouat his bill for services rendered, had the following item: ¢¢To lying
awake one night and thinking of your case two hours, $5.00.” I will only say, gentle-
men, that had my bill been made out on this prineiple, your taxes would have been
very sensibly increased. N

I am pleased to rcport that our schools during the past year have been very success-
ful, a great amount of honest labor has been done by the teachers; our scholars have
been studious and attestive, no case calling for the interfersuce of the Supervisor has
oceurred, and taken asa whole, the past year has been one of the most‘quiet and pro-
gressive years, educativnally, thit I have ever knuwn in town. The several district
agents have generally made cxcellent selections in getting teachers for the several
schools, and huve performed their duties in an able and satisfactory manuer, giving
generally much better satisfaction to tho people than last year, when the Cominittee
hired the teachers. In regard to this subject of who skall engage the teachers, my
opinion is very decided in favor of districts selecting their own teachers; by so doing,
they feel a greater responsibility than they do when teachers are selected by Commit-
tees, and if improper teachers aro selected, the Committee or 'Sitpervisor after all have
power to decide the question as to who shall teach; the only difficulty being that when
agents do not select a high grade of teachers and Supervisors demand such, agents are
somectimes put to no little trouble to procure suitable instructors.

And now, gentlemen, let me urge upon you the great importance of upholding our
systein of common schocls,—of keeping our hearts deeply imbued with 2 spirit of anxiety
and solicitude for their welfare. And let us not lose sight of the foundation upon which
they rest—Virtue. I often hear fathers and mothers say, ““I want to give my children

" an edueation;” this is well and right. But do we realize all that is comprehended in
the term education? Ilay it down as a principle which admits of no variation, that
truth, honesty, correct worals, temperance, and all these virtues, should bevt.he founda-
tion of education, and any system which puts these in the background is false and
pernicious. A man may be skilled in the arts and sciences, may have all the knowledge
possible to be possessed, and still be a curse to the world, simply because lacking in
these higher virtues. And looking over the world we can but conclude that learned
roguery is playing some sharp games,—that sin and corruption is with the learned as
well as the uniearned,—that corruption in high official positicas fiaunts its banners in
the eyes of the world and too often gets off unpunished.

Now it is only by diffusing true education fuunded on principles of virtue and intel-
ligence among the people, that these evils can be combated; only by sowing the seeds
of truth in the youthful mind can we expect to secure honest men and women. What a
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responsibility rests upon us, my fellow-teachers—do we realize it? Are we doing all
we can as faithful Iaborers in the field of universal education? In these years that have
rolled away since I have had official care for the youth of our town, how my heart has
rejoiced to see our young people, so many of them, step forth from our common schools
into the great world, true honest men ‘2nd women—how sad I have fels when they failed
in being all this.

And now how much is devolving upon us in the care of these youth ? The Psalmist
says, ¢“Lo! children are an heritage of the Lord;” and bow shall we best care for this
heritage,~—how shall we lead them through the slippery paths of youth, implanting
correct principles as we go, instilling these higher virtaes, and preparing them to step
out into the world men and woemen in the highest sense of the term My friends, this
is the work of the coramon school, its highest and holiest mission, not fully uudeistood as
ybt, to fit these children morally, intelluetually and physically, to b2 meon and women!
How great is the field, how boundless the view, how vast the reaponsibility!

““ The world wants men, large-hearted manly men;
Men who shall join ite chorue and prolong

The pealm of lsbor and the pzaln of love.

The times want scholars-—scholars who shall shape
The doubtful destinies of dubioug years,

And land the ark that bears our country’s good
Safe on some peaceful Ararat at last. ’

The agoe wants heroes—heroes wio shall dare

To struggle in the solid ranks of truth;

To cluteh the monster, Error, by the thraat;

To bear opinion to a loftier seat,—

To blot the era of oppression out

And lead a universal freedom in.”

In conclusion, let me ray, cast no stumbling blocks in the way of true progression in
the cause of the commen cehool; but be errnest, bz active, ba siacers in your endeavors
to eare for these dear ehildren.—this precions heritage God has committed to our care;
better than houses and lands—better than bonds, mortgages, and ten por cent., is this
heritage, these children. And if I shall never address you again cn this subjeet, believe
me when I say that I have loved your children and have had them ia my heart, praying
that God would bless them and make therm good men and wowmen.

H. M. HOWARD, Supervisor.

SMITHFIELD.

Tt is with feelings of pleasure that we are erabled to say, that the common schools of
this town have been as you readily see by our reveral reports of the same, with a few
exceptions, more successful the past year, than they have for a number of years previous ;
although they have not attained so near to perfeetion, as we are in hopes that they may
in a few years more, under strict supervision, and the instruction of competent teachers.
In regard to the many duties of our public school teachers, in part we would say, that
it is their duty to make the lessons of the text-beok shine before the minds of their
pupils ; by making every page luminous with apt, clear and Incid illustrations, and to
make their pupils interested in the same. Although no teacher can successfully teach
his pupils, that which is net perfectly clear to his own mind, unless his acquaintance
with the various branches taught, is such that a text-book would be an unnecessary aid
to guide him in conducting a recitation. Furthermore, all teachers should remember
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that the school-room is their proper field for action, and not a place in which to spend a
few months to obtain the necessary meuns to pass them to another profession. Algo, they
should delight rather to see the mental powers of their pupils expanding and becoming
active, than to see the close of cach day or the terminstion of a sehool term. And we
would say to the parents of the several school distriets in this town, that the success of
the common schools of said respective districts depends very much upen you. For your
co-operation with the teachers is indispensable in order that they may do their part
beneficially. You should visit your schools as often as twice during each term, and
speak words of counsel and encouragemet to the teacher and his pupils. You should
sympathize with the good teacher in all of his trials, as well as in his endeavors to raise
_our common schools to a more elevated standard. Also, you should see that your chil-
dren are constant in their attendance ; for regularity on the part of your scholars serves
to sustain a successful interest on the part of the teacher and his pupils.

Furthermore, before closing our report we wish to impress upon your minds the great
importance of selecting those men for school agents whom you kmow to be interested in
your schools ; men who have scholars, and are anxious abeut their intellectual welfare,
and who will improve the first opportunity to go and employ some kadwa competent
teacher ; for a short term under the instruction of a faithful, thorough and devoted
teacher is far more profitablie than 2 long school kept by an incompetent teacher ; for in
the latter case the money is uselessly expended, and the scholars comtract bad habits
which sometimes take much care and labor to remove.

In conclusion, we would say that the State of Maine boasts, that her staple product is
Men and Women. ¥o State sends forth wmore instructors of youth, merchants, ship-
masters, mechanics and professional men, to supply the wants of the whole sister-hood of
States, than the State of Maine. They are to he found everywhere, from Madawaska to
the Rio Grande, from ths Atlantic to the Pacifié coast ; and wherever found they occupy
stations in the community as high as the highest. Although in our ecld northern clime
we cannot produce the eotton, rice and sugar of the scuth; furthefmore, our rugged hills
cannot hold competition with the broad prairies of the West, in the culture of wheat and
corn for the markets of the world ; but vur invigorating air,—our varicd scenery of fieid
and forest, mountain and valley, sea-shere and inland lakes—our religious privileges,
Sabbath schools, and New England bomes and firesides—aided by our free schools, open
to rich and poor alike, will train up men and women fitted to adorn every station, to
direct in every enterprise, to surmount difficulties, to face danger, and to conquer and
achieve success where others ignominiously fail .

Therefore, let us accept our duty without a murmur. Be our soil barren, our hills
rugged, and our climate inhospitable, let us redouble our efforts to train the minds and
hearts of our youth, and as far as in us lies, to improve our free ccmmon schools, as they
are one of the noblest and most efficient instrumentalities for prometing and perfecting
the work which Providence has assigned us ; looking for the guidance and blessings of
all interested in the sincere and earnest endeavors which we may put forth.

H. C. DECKER,

BENJ. D BOWDEN,%S, 8. Committee.
A. M. ROWE,
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UNITY.

Although our schools for the past year have probably been fully up to their usual stand-
ard, it is & fact that they, as a whole, have not been all that we could wish, nor all that
we might reasonably expect under somewhat different circumstances. The fault is not
altogether in teachers, school officers, parents or scholars; but rests to some extent
upon all.

Some of our school-houses are totally unfit for occuparey by anything but swine, and
in cold weather, even they could hardly be kept comfortable without improved facilities
for heating.

In no distriet in town have I met with globes, outline maps, (or other wall maps,) or,
in short any of the school-room accessories so essential to thorough instruction. I am
aware that in reconmending the purchase of such ihings by the town or districts, I may
be met with the objection so often raised by many, that ¢ they and their parents never
had any such aids and got along very well.” True, and no less true, perhaps, that they
and their parents lighted their rooms with tallow cundle¢, but does that prevent their
appreciating a better illuminating agent?

Again, your schools have not had that thorough and careful supervision they should
have had. This has been in part ocwing to my inability to give it, and partly to the
remissness of district agents. Not one agent in three has given any notiee of commence-
went of 'terms of scheol, and not one in five of the length or close of terms,

Instruction has been given almost every teacher to try every means to induce parents
to visit their schools. How many of you have done so? You ajlow teachers, many of
them strangers to you, to take charge of the education and morals of your children, and
nothing short of absolute force can induce you to visit them, to encourage both children
and teacher by your occasional presence, or to observe with yeur own eyes whether your
teachers are doing well or iil.

Parects, if youn wi]l take personal active interest in your children’s edncation, visit
your schools frequently and lend your aid and encouragement in making schools useful,
interesting and pleasant—in short manifest that same interest, active interest, you would
in any minor matter where mere dollars and cents were councerned, you can add fifty
per cent. to the value of our schools. Some of the parents in every distriet, (and the
more the better,) should visit the sehool-room everyoweek, and every day if possible. If
this were done, trouble wouid seldom occur in our sehools Children would take far
more interest in their studies, and incompetent or lazy teachers be at once quietly dis-
charged.

In the employment of tcachers sufficient ecare is not exercised. It is not economy to
-employ & poor, or even a medium teacher because he may be procured for low wages.
Nor yet to employ one you know nothing of, and who comes without recommendations.
The only way to secure good schools, is to pay good wages to teachers of known ability
and will to earn gockl wages.

But few persons of education have talent and tact to render them good teachers; it
follows, therefore, that cune’s ability as a teacher ¢an only be learned by trial. A simple
examination, be it ever so careful, can show but little more than the educational qualifi-
cations of the applicant. His executive ability is only shown by his practice. It is for
this reason that I advise the employment of teachers. of krnown ability as far as is

practicable.
J. T. MAIN, Supervisor.
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MINOT.

In reviewing the séhools of the past year and compgring the result with the results of
other years, we may feel very well satisfied in our own minds; but when we come to
take into consideration the advancement that might have been made had all put their
*“shoulder to the wheel” and lifted, it would be nothing strange if we should find our
satisfaction somewhat diminished. The past can never be recalled, but we can make
amends in the future. *

We want and must have wide-awake, energetic, practical young men and women for
teachers, observing to keep the boys and girls in their proper place as learners, but not
in the position of educaters, But allow me to say, that sach a class of tenchers will
need a sustaining influence outside of the school-room in order to make the best returns
for the time spent and the money invested. What shall that sustaining influence be ?
I answer most emphatically the co-operation of wide-awake, energetic parents, inter-
ested in the eternal welfare of their children; and in the subject of education every
parcnt should be interested and wide-awake, nasting their influence in the right direc-
tion on all oceasions.

Parents, in connection with our commonn schools, you occupy the most responsible
position of any one. In you your children trust, your words they respect, your acts
they imitate and approve. It is not necessary then for me to tell you how great your
influence i¢ in our schools or how important the manuner in which you exert-#. Give
your teachers to understand that you are co-laborers with them in all just requirements,
and let your children know that you take a lively interest in all their studies, and that
the teacher’s law is your law, and I dare say even in this orderly town you will see a
wonderful change for the better in the character of your schools. In my opinion, parents
should consider it a duty as well as a plensure to visit their schools and inspect for
themselves. There is but one true and faithful supervision of schools, and that when
the schools are supervised by the parents.

What would be thought of a merchant who employed a clerk and sent him to his store
and never looked in upon him at all and only sent an agent to visit him a few mowments
twice or three times a year? What would be thought of a farmer who hired a man and
sent him into the field to labor and paid no further attention to him for months? When
such a merchaont became bankrupt, and such a farmer an inmate of the poor-house, the
good people would soberly remark, < good enough for him, he might have known it.”—
In this manner we treat our public schools,—the people’s colleges,—the dearest interest
of our children,—the backbone of republican institutions,—the great luminary which
yet to civilize and enlighten the world. And with all this apathy on our part, we
grumble and growl at the Comuwittee or Supervisor, because our school has been good
for nothing this term. What have we done to make it otherwise than good for nothing?
Have we visited it?—oh, no. Have we ever called on the teacher or had a friendly
chat with him about the wants of our children? Do we know anything about the school
except what we have heard from Madam Rumor? Has it ever occurred to us in all our
fault-finding that we have been talking about something we know nothing about?

This is altogether too near the condition of our publie sechools in Minot as well as
other towns. Yet I presume there is not a parent in town that is not willing and
anxious to send their children to a first-class school in every respect  Still, they seem
loth to take the first step in the right direction—a step that would cost no money and
but very little time. So far as my experience goes in teaching and supervising schools,
those schools in which the parents have taken the most interest and visited most
frequently, have rost invariably ranked the highest in deportment and scholarship.

The school-houses in Minot are good with one excéption The one in the Hersey Hill
distriet is not a fair apology for a house; and, in my opinion, it is high time for the
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citizens in that district to take some action in regard to this matter, either provide a
comfortable and convenient housp or unite with some other district or districts.

The citizens of Mechanic Falls are providing for the intellectual wants of the scholars
in that village and vicinity in a laudable manner They have under way a fine edifice
designed for a high school building which is an honor to the people and an ornament to
the place. When tkis house is completed, it will be necessary to regrade the schools in
this distriet, and make all needful rules and regulations to secure and sustain first-ciass
schools in every department.

I recommened for the consideration of my fellow-citizens the expediency of introducing
into our public schools more generally the fullowing studies: Chewmistry, physiology,
free-hand and mechanical drawing, and voeal music, as often as possible.

A word in regard to teachers and 1 am done. For the past year we have employed in
town sixteen different teachers; and it appears to me that eight good skilful practical
teachers would have performed the whole amount of labor and given better satisfaction
generally. In the small districts there is searcely sufficient money to secure the services
of a first-class teacher for six weeks in a year; and, in my opinion, it is just as impor-
tant that the children in small schools should be well educated as those in large sehools.
In order to remedy the evil in the existing state of affairs, the parents will be obliged
to draw from their ¢cwn pockets the necessary funds, or adopt some different plan for the
employment of teachers. I think it would be as well to secure the services of a
fow good teachers and keep them engaged the year round if necessary.

Having spoken freely upon various topics, I now commend the whole subject to your
careful consideration, trusting that your increasing interest will prompt you to aid in
raising the standard of our public schools nct only intellectually but morally and

physicaily.
ELLIOT KING, Supervisor.

SEARSPORT.

In reviewing the report of our schools, you will observe that taking them as a whole,
we have had the best schools that we have had for a number of years; although there
have been some partial failures, yet, no district has been without one good school during
the year, and most have had No. 1 schools through the year.

We, as a Committee, have tried to do our duty to the best of our ability, and wherever

*we have failed, we are willing you should attribute it to our poor judgment. We have

been highly censured on the cne hand for giving certificates to some teachers, while on
" the other hand for withholding from those we knew were not gualified. In reply to this,
we have but one thing to say, and we want all to hear. We will not again certify a
teacher for a primary school even that has not a fair common school education. There
is a class of young teachers that get into the school-room in very much such a manner
a8 some expeet to get into the kingdom of heaven, We do say, that a person who is old
enough to teach, and has not had ambition enough to get the required education
with the present advantages of scholars, has not ambition and force enough to teach the
smaller scholars. And again, such a teacher does not know when she speaks or pro-
nounces correctly herself ; does not understand how to criticise when a scholar speaks or
pronounces incorrectly ; therefore, we say to agents, bereafter when you send teachers
of the class just mentioned, we will reject them. There are some parents that are trying
to get chances for their daughters to teach some back school, thinking they knew enough
to teach one that does not require much grammar ; but we think it is time that people
understand that learning is not, measured by the distance from the post office, or the
shore. Our back schools have been making great improvement, and we are bound they
shall have good teachers, if they can be found.
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A Few Svceestions. First, Every district should take a vote, and have it recorded,
that every scholar must have at least two studies besides reading and spelling. The
object of this is to give those scholars that have too much spare time snmetiﬁng to do.—
Upon examining the schools, we find too many scholars, especially young men, that
carry nothing into the school-room but an arithmetic and slate, and spend their six
hours 'Now, if those scholars had some other study, they would accomplish more in
their arithmetic than they now do, beside getting useful knowledge in some other branch,
It is impossible for the mind to be held to one topie for six hours a day for any length
of time, and a pupil that tries it soon sinks into idleness, and wastes his time altogether,
and probably goes home saying the teacher is to blame that he is not more interested ;
for you will always find such ones are among those that do not test their ¢wn abilities
very hard, for fear they may learn something that they will never use, so if a hard
problem is worked at all, it must be done by the teacher, and if the teacher is not ready
to come at his beck, then look out for ecoming reports outside of the school, and even
some of cur parents will join in the whine that teachers dov’t do their duty. One of the
wonders under the sun, found among men, yea, among women also, is all know how to
teach school. .

One more point  In some of the schools there are scholars that have an unnatural
development in the upper part of the cranium, called self-esteem. They are a wonder
to themselves in the point of wisdom, more so than to others, They feel it their duty to
examine the teacher as soon as possible, by turning to any part of the book for them to
do questions for them ; no matter what exercise the teacher may have on hand, they
feel that it is his imperative duty to drop all at their call of attention ; and if he does
not, his reputation is gone, and his doom sealed. We hope such scholars will find a
teacher soon, that will apply a poultice and draw their self-esteem into a little common

ganse.
B. C. NICHOLS,
J. U, TVANS, %s. 8. Committeen
JAUES W. DAY,

. -

FAYETTE.

To concluding this report, we would congratulate our town’s people upon the general
and almost universal success of their schools during the past year. We venture to
assert that there can seldom be truly written a fairer and cleaner record than the fore-
going ““stury of the schools:” Examination days have been appointed in all the schools
and invitetions extended to parents and cthers to be present. Most of these public
examinations have been well aitended by interested visitors. We believe that these
visits to schools are productive of much good in promoting the cause of education, and
hope that they will be cuntinued each year Our reasons for them and arguments in
their tavor have been often urged in previous reports, and need not be reiterated here.
Teachers, pupils and patrons, have worked together in unity of purpose, harmony of
interest, and earnestness of effort.  Co-operation has been the watchword. This, more
than everything else, has made our schools what they justly are, an honor to our town,
our pride and boast at home and abroad.

Teachers’ Institutes, eonduected by County Supervicors, have bzen held in this town,
for the past two years, and have been well attended by the teachers of our summer and
winter schools, The instructicns and advice given in the lectures at these Iustitutes,
and the hiunts and suggestions there thrown out, have been treasured up and put in
practice by mauy of our teachers, and the result has been a manifest improvement in
the conduct of their schools. We unhesitatingly and positively pronounce in favor of
the County Supervisor system. '
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No new school-houses have been built in town during the past year. The inhabitants
of Distriet No. 8 did propese to tear down and build anew, and those of District No 4
contemplated making thorough and somewhat expensive repairs, Meetings were held
in both these districts, and votes were passed to carry into effect, these designs. But,
alas ! for human intentions, the people of these localities, like nearly all the rest of us,
fell among grasshoppers, and being despoiled of their crops, were obliged to expend their
surplus funds, like Jacob and his suns of old, for ““sacks of corn from Egypt.” In
consequence, by way of retrenchment, the expenses of repairs in No 4 were consider-
ably curtailed, and the denizens of No. 8 were fain to be content with partitioning off
and making as comfortable as they could a portion of their original school-room.

We have a few words to say in behalf of those much abused persons—the school
agents. It isour firm belief that the school agents of this town have had at heart the
interests of their respective districts, and have aimed to promote the prosperity of the
schools therein, by employing good teachers, rather than cheap ones. The office of dis-
trict agent is no sinceure  He is scarcely eleeted, ere he is beset on all sides by appli-
cations from would-be teachers or their friends. Each persistent applicant expects an
affirmative answer, and whoever may be hired, the unforturate agent ruus the risk of
getting the ill-will of all the rest. If the persecuted man dare not ¢ take the bull by
the horns,” and act solely upon his own judgment in selecting a candidate, then, for-
sooth, he must call a school-meeting, or percbance, ““go on a mission” to the several
homes, to learn ¢ the minds of the distriet.”

And kere again the agent finds
That ¢ many men have many minds ;”
And, on a fruitless errand sent,
Returns no wiser than he went.

More and more bothered and perplexed grows the wretehed agent, until, in his mid-
night dreams and in his waking visions, he scems to see phalsnxes of phantom peda-
gogues and squadrons of speetral school-ma’ams charging down upon him, all clamoring
for their claims to be considered. Even when, having at last concluded an engagement,
he fondly deems his loug agony over, and begins to breathe frezly once wore, sometines
the hired teacher, for some reason, disappoints him, and his trials and tribulations
commence anew.

When we hear it argued that, in addition to their present duties, the task of employ-
ing teachers should be imposed upon the school committec, we are led to exclaim, from
being set afloat on such a sea of troubles, Goud Lord, deliver us !

A. G FRENCH,
A, F. WATSON, %S. 8. Committee.
GEO. UNDERWOGD,

VIENNA.

From these remarks, it will appear that the schools of the past year have been com-
paratively successful. And in considering the causes of success or failure, we find that
they do not wholly lic with the teacher. Sometimes one of medium attainments and
qualifications, will, under favoring circumstances, manage to pass the ordeal very
oreditably; while arother, possessing superior fitness fur the work, may, by reason of
indjfference, or want of sympathy, or opposition without, find it impossible to obtain
within the school-room the respect and willing obedience essential to success. When the
teacher fails to accomplish all that i3 expected, it is but justice to ask how far the
parents are chargeable—how far misgovernment at home, disparaging remarks, want of



APPENDIX. 119

sympathy with his efforts and trials, have brought about the evils and failures com-
plained of. It is easy to find fault, but would it not be much better to assist in cerrect-
ing the faults, to aid, instead of throwing obstacles in the way, by giving them friendly
encouragement ard active co-operation.

Where the charge of a school involves the subjugatign of wamannerly, vicious sehol-
ars, who are under no salatary restraiut elsewhore, it becomes necessary to employ such
teachers as can enforce respect and suboerdination, and to pay them according to the
work to be performed. The only alternative is to debar from school privileges and
discipline such scholars as stand most in need of them, consequently we do not advocate
the general employment of female teachers for our winter schools,

There is no reason why the schools of Vienna should be inferior to any; and to raise
them to the maximum of excellence, requires not money alone, but that parents interest
themselves and actively co-opevate with their teachers to enforce regular attendance and
striot discipline, And shall we not be held culpable for any refusal or neglect to provide
means and facilities for the acquirement of that superior culture which the present age
demands? Noae but a narrow, prejudiced mind will refer to its own limited experience
in schools and school privileges, as affording any criterion of the requirements of the

present time,
8. C. DAVIS, For the Committee.

RAYMOND.

The condition of the schools, as 2 whole, compares favorably with those of past years.
Some schools have been favored with excellent teachers, and have attained s high
standard of advavcement ; cthers, having a peorer class, have made less proficiency ;
while a few, in some respects, have gone the down-hill grade. Where there has been
anything like a failure it has been for want of exccutive ability, rather than for lack of
attainments. A teacher might be competent to instruct any of our public schools, and
still be deficient in the exercise of government. The notion that a teacher should
depend entirely on love, in the managewent of a school, is absurd. The established
principles of law recognize the 1ights of teachers to infliet corporal punishment, so far
as necessary to secure discipline in school. Agents should be careful to select efficient
instructors, and be willing to pay the best compensation that the means at their disposal
will allow them to do. To employ incompetent teachers is nearly the same as to throw
away money ; for if their pupils are taught a little, this little inay be taught wrong, so
there will probably be as much to be unlearned as there has been learned correctly.—
Secure your teachers as early as practicable, and then you can more readily find such as
yeu desire.

There is a serious detriment to the prosperity of our schools from this fuct : that
parents often neglect the educational interests of their children. It is the duty of every
parent to visit the school-room, to note the progress their children are making in their
studies, and to offer every aid that lies in their power to promote their welfare. Some
parents are apt to say, in the presence of their children, that ¢ the teacher is good for
nothing,” or ¢“ the money this term is about the same as thrown away,” and the chil-
dren, catching the spirit, will go to school with this idea. Nothing is so injurious to
the order of a school as this. If you have any reason of complaint, go privately to the
teacher, but never cause your children to disrespect their instructor by unguarded
remarks in their presence.

Texr-Books. No person unacquainted with teaching can have an adequate conception
of the confusion arising in the use of a multiplicity of text-books. To obviate this
confusion, your Supervisor has endeavored to secure a town uniform system. This has
been beneficial, and, it is hoped, will still result in much good.
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Scaoor-HousEs AND APPARATUS. Some of our buildings used as school-houses are
hardly worthy to come uunder this title, and yet they are allowed to stand from year to
year for the use of our children ; others present quite a respectable appearance. By
recommendation of the school board of last year, and by a petition from the inhabitants,
the town voted to unite Districts No. 7 and 8, for the purpose of building a new school~
house. In conformity to this vote, there has been erected in District No. 7 a neat, sub-
stantial, commodious building, well supplied with blackboards and other necessary
fixtures, at an expense of $800. Much praise is due to the inhabitants of these districts
for their perseverance in causing to be erected so convenient a school-house The
attention of the inhabitants of other districts is called to the condition of their school-
houses. Some cf thege houses need to be rebuilt, and others extensively repaired.—
Active measures should particularly be taken in regard to the school-house in District
No. 12, which is in a wretched condition. Mutual advantages would be derived in
Districts No. 1 and 2 by consolidating into one district.

All of our school-houses are deficient of suitable blackboards—with one or two ex-
ceptions. In sowe districts, there ought to be found globes and wall maps, but in the
smallest district nothing less than a good blackboard, which should be accessible to the
smallest scholar,

Scroor AceNTs. In almost every instance, school agents have promptly notified the
Superviser of the commencement and close of their schools, which has been a great aid
to him. There has been a neglect on the part of school agents in sending their returns
as required by law, to schocl committees and supervisors. To lead to a more ready
accomplishment of this duty, a printed circular containing extracts from the school laws,
defining the powers and duties of school agents, has been sent by the State Superin-
tendent to each agent. This, it is hoped, will be of much assistance, and will cause a
more prompt performance of their duty.

In conclusion, the Supervisor thanks agents, parents, teathers and pupils, for their
co-operation in promoting the welfare of our schools.

GEORGE F. McQUILLAN, Supervisor.

RICHMOND.

We feel that wo have just cause to congratulate our fellow-citizens on the real advanaea
ol vur 1naividual sehools, as well as on the real progress made by our schools as a whole.
Going back a little more than,a decade, and comparing our schools of this year, as a
whole, with the schools of that year, in the language of another, ‘‘we have great reason
to be gratified, if not altogether satisfied.” In the village, all our schools have been
advancing as well as could be reasonably expected. Some of them may not have pros-
poered to the same extent as others, yet all have enjoyed more or less prosperity. One
important and vital gain, is in the matter of attendance, near and at the close of the
respective terms. At the closing examinations of the High School and Grammar School,
as well as of the other schools of District No. 1, nearly all—we wish we could say all
unqualifiedly—of the pupils attending through the respective terms, were present.—
This we have long most ardently hoped to see. In the rural districts, as great if not
greater prosperity has been vouchsafed to your schools as a whole. In the major part
of your districts, your agents have been fortunate in the matter of hiring your teachers;
while some districts have been favored with teachers long known to the public as
eminently successful in the business in which they are are engaged.

In all matters of improvement as well as matters pertaining to discipline and the
ultimate success of our schools, our teachers should ever have our hearty and discreet
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co-operation. On our part, too, we shonld see to it that our children are as punctual
and uniform in their attendance, as is possible; that an intimate and friendly acquaint-
ance between us and our respective teachers be made certain, so that we may, by con-
stant interchange of our views, be able to arrive at concert in action. Our teachers, we
doubt not, will ever be ready to meet us half way, if not a little more, in all our
attempts to carry out the above suggestions. It is tobe hoped also that they will be ever
alive to the matter of acquiring additional ideas re!a.tiye to successful teaching. And
to this end, do not our County Institutes offer us opportunities that we can ill-afford to
be deprived of? But as this subject has been very pointedly referred to in our former
reports, we will not speak of it more at length at present.

Here most earnestly would we urge parents and friends to visit our sehools, not once
only, but many times during the year or term. How often have we felt during the past
year, that much of the dissatisfaction which arises from time to time, grows out of a
want of knowledge of the real state of things in the school-rcom, and this knowledge
can in no other way be so correctly cbtained as by visiting the school-room and observ-
ing the workings of our schools for ourselves. »

Finally, your Committec are of the opiuion that, for the time being, there is vested
in the teacher the right of absolute control over his pupils. And does not the very
nature of the caze require it so'to be? In this connection, we beg leave to add a short
extract from a paper upon the ¢“duties of paréuts in the intellectual culture of their
children,” written by Mr. Dunton, then principal of the High School, Bath, and printed
in full in the report of the Superintending Schocl Committee of that city for the year
1861-62, as it seems to contain facts equally applicable to our schools at the preseunt
time, and eminently worthy of the cousideration of all our citizens, parents and guardians:

A teacher’s legal right to control his pupils T understand to be this: in the
school-house and on the school grounds, in school hours, and, with reference to school
duties. the teacher has precisely the same authority over his pupils that the parent has
aver his child when at home and in his own house. He has the same right to admonish,
the same right to consure, the same right to chastise, and to chastise with the same
degreo of severity. Just what would be unreasonable, and for that cause, illegal, in
the one case would be so in the other. When the parent sends his child to the public
school, he surrenders to the teacher for the time being, his own authority over the child
and all control of him whatever; so that he has no more vight to demand even his
person, than a stranger would have, were the child at home. If, now, it be asked, what
right of redress the child has, in case the teacher abuses his authority, T reply, the
same that he has when the parent abuses his authority; and at the same time he has
this additional guaranty that bis rights will be enforced, namely, that in case of the
teacher’s abuse of power, his parent, whe is his natural guardiau, iz always interested
to see that justice iz done to his child.

* A * B * * *

«The fact is, the child, at school as well as at home, must be under the control of
gomebody. Now, granting that the parent has the right to interfere, even in the
smallest degree, in the government of his child in the school, and what follows? Why,
the school has a hundred masters instead of one, and each with his distinct and quite
likely different notions of government and diseipline Now if you require the teacher
to heed all these, you require what is beyond the power of human ability to perform;
and if not, then come from parents and teacher conflicting requirements of the same
scholar. Then, when the parents orders one thing and the teacher another, the very
important inquiry arises, whom shall the pupil obey? And it is just as true of school
as of national government, that its authority must be upheld at all hazards. This
failing, its usefulness fails; and soon its very existence ceases.
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¢ No; school government must, so far as the scholars are concerned, be vested in one
head. The success of teachers, the safety of pupils, and the peace of parents, all require
it alike.
I repeat, then, that it is the parent’s first duty, when he sends his child to the
public sechool, to surrender with the child, freely and entirely, his control over him.”
BENJ. F. TALLMAN,

D. S. RICIIARDS, %S S. Commiiiee.
F. HUUDLETTE,

PEMBROKE.

Your Committec do not propose to report upon cach individual school, or discuss the
merits or demerits of each individual teacher. We feel justified, however, in saying
that the advancement of the schools, with some exceptions, has been marked, and very
satisfactory. Indeed, some have been far in advance of former years, owing to our good
fortune in securing guod, thorough and efficient teachers, who were alive to their work.

The schools in the smaller distriets, where only one or two short terws a year are kept,
cannot expeet to make as great progress as those in Districts No. 4, 6 and 11, where the
schools are graded and continue mostly throughouvt the year. Yet, many of these
schools, however, made gocd progress, aad manifested such proficiency in the various
departments of study as was alike creditable to themsgelves and teachers. We regret
this cannot be said of all. In District No, 3, although the teasher labored hard to
instruct and interest her school, yet, she failed to reach any degree of success, owing
to the indifference of children and parents. Possessed of a good school-house and all
the conveniences necessary for a good school, there is no apparent reasun why this dis-
trict cannot be among the first as regards scholarship and rank.

The schools in District No. 2, the last year, were utter failures, the money of the
children of this district being virtually thrown away, without receiving anything in
return ; whereas, if the agent bad procurcd, at the beginning, a goed teacher, a long
and profitable school might have been had. Neither of the teachers employed had
experience or possessed the learning and qualifications necessary for a good and success-
ful teacher. This also is true of the teacher of District Ne. 12, This distiict requires
better teachers than have been heretofore employed. True, the school is small, but the
scholars are large and aiterd regularly, showing an average ationdance of twenty, in a
distriet of tweunty-five scholars.

In securing good teachers, a great respongibility rests upon the school agents, 2ud we
are happy to say, that some of our agents have made commendable efforts in procuring
good teachers ; while others, we are scrry to add, engaged young and inexperienced
girls, because their services could be obtained low, thinking that a ckeep sehool and a
long school is all that is necessary to success. But the cheapness ox the length of a
school does not determine its progress. Some teachers will show better results in six
weeks than others can in sixteen. Cheap, ineflicient teachers are the dearest in the end,
for they not only take your children’s school money, and waste their precions time, but
allow them to form habits of idleness and indifference which time and the best training
perhaps can never correct.

Many believe that any one is capable of teaching a primary school, This is an
erroneous idea. They need, if possible, the best teachers, for in them is formed the
character, and by them is'laid the foundation of the child’s future success in life. ¢ As
the twig is bent the tree inclineth,” so if the child is allowed and taught to be careless
and indolent ; to be rude and impertinent to his schoolmates and teachers, to talk out
Ioud, and meve about from seat to seat as he pleases ; if he is aliowed to go on, without
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forming any habit of thought and study, be assured, he will carry these habits to the
next grade of schools, and up even through life. But on the contrary, if he has been
taught here to be orderly and studious, to reason and draw conclusions, hewever simple ;
if his mind has been awakened to the love of study and of books; in brief, if he has
been educated aright, that child will not retrograde, for he has advanced aiready far on
the road to knowledge,

Tardiness and irregular attendance are the two greatest drawbacks to the advanceent
of our schools. And we would here urge upon parents, especially, the importance of
doing their whole duty in this matter. It isnot sufficient that you make liberal appro-
priations for the support of schools, that yon provide good sechool-houses and competent
teachers, that you furnish your children with the best text-books found in the market ;
you must go one step further in crder to render the work complete.  You should see that
your children are prompt and regular in their attendance at the school-room whenever
school is in session, unless prevented by circumstances which render absence fairly
excusable. Nor, indeed, should you stop here. Parents should visit the school-room
from time to time, in order to manifest their interest in the iinportant work performed
there, and also, that they might be able to judge for thewselves the quality of the
schools, and not depend on hearsay for information in a matter of such vital conse-
quences to them and their children. It is your duty to know from actual observation,
whether the moral, intellectual and physical training which our schools afford, is such as
you can fully approve and cheerfully sustain.

In an age of progression like ours, the importance of a good education cannot be too
highly esteemed. Not on account of the pleasure and happiness it affords, the respect
it inspires, or the innumerable blessings it brings to the home and family, to the com-
munity, to the state and thie world, but on account of its intrinsic value in mills, cents
and dollars  The dewand for men of a thorough practical education is very great, and
is every day increasing ; and it is becoming more and more evident that it is ¢ vastly
better to got wisdom than gold,” and that the best provision which parents can wake for
their children, consists not in riches, but in a thorough mental culture, and a heart
imbued with sound moral principles. With a good practical education, success in life is
almost certain.  For the cducated, there are places of hooor and emolument always in
waiting. The lower grades of employment are overstocked with laborers. There is
always rocom higher up. Parents see to it that your children have the necessary qualifi-
catious to advance whenever an opportunity is presented to them. HHow many have lost
goldea opportunities through ignorance and incapaoity.

After careful considerations, we have come to the conclusion, that no town system of
graded schools can be successfully or legally supported without abolishing the distriet
system. This then, is imperative, if you desire a high schoeol the coming.year. Let us
have appropriated for the use of schools, thirty-five hundred dollars, the sum raised, or
rather espended last year, and we can have the same amount of schooling in each dis-
trict and our high school beside. In three distriets, viz : No. 4, 6 and 11, over twenty-
two bundred dollars was cxpended for schools the past year. Let the largest and more
advanced scholars be drawn from these districts and admitted to the high school, and
fernale teachers can be exelusively employed in these schools, and the amount extra that
is now paid to male teachers, will be more than sufficient to pay a good male teacher in
the high schovl. Thus the siwaller districts will have the same amount of schools they
now have, besides the advantages of having the privilege of sending their advanced
scholars to a better school. We can therefore see no good reason why the friends of edu-
cation and good schools, should hesitate to abolish the distriet system.

In conclusion, we would urge the necessity of all awakening to the important work of
education We¢ have commenced, let us not falter, but go on to complete the work we
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have so nobly begun. Let us do all in our power to perfect our system of schools. We
have laid the foundation, let us go on and complete the structure Let none but the
best teachers be employed, that they may give character to our schools and a standing,
if possible, far in advance of any in the State.

J. C. ROGERS,

T. W. SHERMAN, } 8. 8. Committee.

GREENE,.

Our schools the past year will compare f.avorably with precedin’g years, and in several
districts a marked improvement has been manifested. Our districts are not all allowed
the same length of term, a fault which we would like to see remedied. We believe A’s
scholars should have the same number of weeks’ schooling that his neighbor B or C's
children have. We give you this hint, hoping you will give it your candid attenticn
and trust your hearty co-operation.

We are supposed to be responsible in a very great measure for the condition of the
schools in our town, and to a eertain extent we are responsible and accountable; but we
dor’t propose to shoulder all the blame in case of failures in terms of school. We are
told that schools are not so profitable as they were years ago, and that scholars are not
up to the mark as they were twenty, thirty or forty years ago, and we are asked, ‘‘why
is it s0?” We will give you our opinion in regard to this matter, and think we are
correct in the premizes. We do not know how it was years ags, but now, in most fami-
lies, little or no time is spent in home training and home instfuction of the right kind.
Scholars, so far as our observation extends, nsually consult their own wishes in regard
to attending school, deeming it no matter if tardy or absent, and if corrected by teacher
their remedy is to stay at home. Again, a great many who teach, are incompetent,—
entirely so,—who can repeat, perhaps, rule after rule, (verbatim et literatim,) but eannot
teach principles, and who cannot organize and govern a school. And again, we have
too many and too large text-books, wherein are too many questions and puzzles, and not
enough principles; the pupil relies too much on the book and works merely for an
answer, instead of mastering the prianciple. We have seen teachers spending time in
working puzzles in the simple ruleg, not seeming to know or care anything zbout the
prineiple which underiies and which is the important thing to be mastered. And
again, scholars leave sehool too young, before their minds are matured and developed,
and before they master such studies and scicnces as require strength and maturity of
mind to understand. We need simpler books, better teachers, better school officers,
better houses, and more school apparatus; and our children taught at home the lessons
of obedience, truth, morality, respect for themselves and others, and the worth and value
of an education Parents, more than all others, are responsible for the condition of our
schools.

An earnest endeavor should be made upon the part of parents to diminish the number
of absentees. By referring to our registers, we find that absenteeism prevails to an
alarming extent throughout the town. It is cne of the greatest obstacles we have to
contend with in acting for the welfare of scholars. The absentee not only loses his
recitations, but when he returns, tends to keep his eclass baek with him. Our advice in
such instances is to have the absentee pass an examination upon the lessons omitted
before becoming reinstated in his classes; in all cases the owmitted lessons should be
made up. I hope parents will consider the importance of having their scholars regular
in their attendance, and allow no scholar to absent himself during the term of school,
except for important reasons.
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We would also direct the atteantion of parents to their neglect of not visiting their
schools from time to time. They little know the pride their children have in reciting a
lesson well in their présence or the shame in a faulty one. They feel not half the
mortification at a failnre hefore a visitor, or the committee even, that they do before a
father or mother. We believe it would prompt them to far greater effort when they
knew you were interested in their studies. The past year, I have not seen or even
heard of a parent visiting the school-room during school hours If a scholar likes a
teacher, the parent contents himself that they are having a good school, but that is not
a safe rule to go by; visit, examine and satisfy yourself. We find in those schools
which are most prospercus and flourishing, o deep interest manifesied by the parents;
and this, we think, is the chief causc of that prosperity.

Agents should be mure particular in enforcing a return of the register by tiie teacher.
Much, trouble has been cceasioned to your Committee by a neglect of this duty on the
part of agents. The school laws of the State contemplate that no teacher shall receive
his or her wages, until their register is returned to the Committee properly made up and
signed. It is not only important that the Comumittee should be supplied with the facts
contained thetein, but still mere so, that the State Superintendent should receive all
the statistics furnished thereby. It is hoped that more attention will be given this
subject in the future; and we would suggest that the Selectmen be instructed to grant no
orders to teachers, until their school bill has been certified by the Committes, that their
register has been returned and completed according to law.

In closing our report, we do not say that the condition of our schools is much better,
as a whole, than in the former year; still we think our schools have done remarkably

well considering tho shortness of the terms. B. G HILL,
’ H. BIGELOW, 8. 8. Committee.
W. ¥. MOWER,

PARKMAN

In a careful reflection of the work done in our schools the past three years, it fur-
nishes us with much to reflect upon and a source of great satisfaction. We can truly
say that our schools were never better than has followed our efforts to introduce oral
instruetion, which we have constantly advised and demanded.

We most earnestly call upon all interested to eunforce a better attendance of the
scholars in their schools.

A uniformity of readers exists in our town, which was brought around two years
ago, costing the town the express bills only for the exchange. We would present the
publisher our thanks for this liberality.

In this work of education, we have only to work on through hardship and privations,
though an atmosphere of chill arises well nigh freezing the blood in our veins. We must
cling together and toil on in our work of philanthropy, till life’s lamp burn feebly to its
finish, and we resign our parts to other actors in life’s poor play.

The great experiment of popular institutions is now being made, and the signs of the
times strongly indicate a speedy issue All history warns us of ignorance and vice;
and while she has written these words on the ruins of all past Republies in lines and in
letters of fire, she hag also written as with a sunbeam’s point and holds up to our view
in golden capitals—Intelligence and virtue the life of liberty.

Let us labor then for the continued rising of the Sun of Righteousness, the Sun of
Freedom and the Sun of Science, that by their own concentrated beams wandering
deluded men may be conducted back from ignorance to light, from vice to virtue, from

pollution to holiness, from earth to heaven.
JAMES WASHBURN,

E. S. HARVY, ;S. 8. Committee.
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BOWDOINHAM.

We have briefly set forth the condition of our schools, the success sttending teachers,
and the general progress made by the pupils. In our opinion, an increasing interest is
manifest in regard to public schools; and their standing, at the present time, is in
advance of any previous year. Still they are far below what they should be, and what
they will be when parents, teachers and school officers, faithfully discharge their several
duties.

Your Committee have made especial effort, during the past year, to assist teachers in
the classification of the schools, in order to obtain a more thorough and systematic course
of instruction. Diversity in methods of instruction is an evil which we have labored to
remedy, by endeavoring to establish some uniform mode of teaching in all our schools.
Our teachors come from different places, each haviog a different system—if he has any—
and consequently, much time is cccupied in undoing the work of a former teacher. We
would respectfully call the attention of ggents to the fact, that they can very wuch aid
in this work, by employing our good teachers for a series of years. Going from a lower
to a higher book, without regard to the attainments or the best int

ts of the pupils,
is another evil to which we would invite attention. Many pupils are found reading—or
attempting to read—from the fourth or fifth reader, that should be in the second, and
consequently they rarely, if ever, make good readers. No one can read properly
language that he does not understand ; therefore, the reading lesson should be adapted
to the capacity and understanding of the child, and should be read and re-read—if need
be—till it can be delivered in an easy and mnatural manner—clearly conveying the
meaniog of the author. A desire to advance to a higher posk and a higher class is
commendable, but qualification should be the condition upon which a promotion is made.

We have endeavored to impress upon the minds of teachers the importance of thorough
elementary instruction ; of breaking away from the duil rcutine of the text-book, and
of giving more oral instruction ; of using the book less, and the chalk and blackboard
more ; and of being perfectly familiar with every lesson to be heard.

Many of our schools have become so small, that it is hardly possible for them to be
very interesting or profitable. They must employ cheap teachers and have short terms ;
and generally the smaller the school, the less interest is manifested by teachers and
pupils. We would ask parents and friends of education to consider the feasibility of
uniting two or more districts for the winter term, that they may be enabled to employ a
comypetent teacher for the benefit of the older pupils, ut least three months in the vear
Summer terws could be had in the several districts for the younger pupils. Tt would be
better for our children to travel two or three miles to a good school than to be deprived
of its advantages. Usually, those living most remote from the school are quite as
prompt in their attendance, and as well advanced in their studies, as those living
nearer,

In conclusion, fellow-citizens, we hope we may ever fully appreciate the importance
of our public schools, and endeavor to discharge our several duties faithfully, in the
cause of popular education.

F. W. WHITE, .
ROLAND CURTIS, >} 8. 8. Committee.
J. P. THOMAS, ’
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BRIDGEWATER.

It will be seen that the whole number of scholars in the town is 272 ; that the average
number attending the sumwmer schools was 129, or not one-half; and that the average
number attending the winter schools was 70, or only a little over one-quarter of the
whale numnber in the town. This non-attendance represents a waste during the summer
wmonths of ove-half of the money which was expended for school purposes, and during
the Win(,elr three-quarters. Or, of the amount paid to teachers, considerably more than
one-half was for iustrueting unoccupied benches, instead of the minds of pupils. There
is need euongh of a more generous school policy on the part of the State and the town ;
but so long as parents do not appreciate the true value to their children of school oppor-
tunities a more liberal endowment would be wasted in part. It wag dwing the dark
years of the rebellion, when retrenchment in all departments of civil expenditure was
inaugurated, as a necessity of the time, that the amount of money raised for the suppert
of schools was cut down., This, in our own town, I fear, as well as in wmany others, has
not been increased with the improvement of our national conditions. We here retrench
where retrenchment is the most expensive. The new School Mill Fund, however, is a
wise and generous pelicy on the part of the State, and will be an aid to town appro-
priaticn, but not a substitute in any measure for it

To have for our pupils the best possible chanees for instruction, many things are
necessary to consider. One of these is relating to teachers ; the guestion whether we
are to pay good remunerative wages and secure the serviees of gocd teachers, or by pay-
ing but meagre wages, lengthen out our schools at the expense of their effectiveness.
In hiring teachers, bear in mind that here, as well as in other matters, the purchase of
a poor article because it is choap is the wovst possible form of econemy.

Our school-houses, some of them, as you are aware, arc in rather a pitable condition,
Especially in Distriet No. 4 are the conditions for teaching deplorable—scats and classes,
like Napoleon’s phalanxes, arranged in a hollow square, give the poor teacher no chance
to geb his back to the wall, A few dollars expended here would much improve the crder
of things.

Your Comwittee have, instead of goning in a body to visit the schools, sent a single
member, which is far more economical and an equally efficient method of school super-
vision. We Lave thought that the election of a Suporvisor, who shall individually take
the whole respousibility of the dutics which a Coremittee have hitherto done, would bo
a less expensive, and perhaps, a better way. This is the way they do in many towns
around, liking the workings of such a system better than the one we pursue.

A. G. YOUNG, Chairman S. S. Committee.

JEFFERSON.

We can safely report that our schools daring the past year have generally beer very
satisfactory. Dy examining the several teachers’ registers, we find that the average
attendance has been better than for several years previous, which we believe is due in 2
measure to an awakened interest on the part of parents in seeing that their children are
at school; and that we consider & move in the right direction and one of decided impor-
tance, for it is a self-evident fact, as the interest of the parent increases, so will that of
the child, and we hope to see a still greater degree of interest manifested in this respect
during the cowing year.

Our schools during the past year, with but three exceptions, have been taught by
teachers residing in town, and considering the success attending them, we think we
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have just reason to be proud of our teachers and great reasons to be hopeful for the
future education of our youth.

We believe that a system of teaching embracing principles of a practical nature and
requiring the pupil to make an application of those principles as far as learned, is far
superior to the common method of being confined to text-books and studying out puzzling
and intricate exaimpies, which are not of much practical use. These princples we, as a
Committee, have endeavored to urge upon both teachers and scholars, and have received,
in most cases, their hearty support The benefits of such a system, as practiced by
many of our teachers during the past year, we have seen fully demonstrated, by requir-
ing the the pupil to solve problems of & practical nature, without the aid of text-books,

. at their closing examinations.

In November last, we were favored by having a ¢ Teachers’ Iustitute” held in town,
conducted by State Superintendent Johnson, County Supervisor Glidden, and Dr. N. T.
True, which was liberally attended by teachers from all sections of the county and
some from adjoining counties. There were derived from this session, valuable hints
and practical suggestions, many of which have been applied with success during the
past winter by our teichers; and here we would reecmmmend that teachers avail them-
selves of the privilege of attending these institutes, as far as practicable, if heid in the

future,
J. J. BOND, For 8. 8. Committee.

LOVELL.

We report a fair degree of interest in schools in town. Parents seom to be aware of
the importance of the ‘‘comman town sehool” to the “ young and rising generation.”—
Our great want seems to be cowpetert teachers; few secem to be aware of the amount of
knowledge, sagacity, judgment, general information, natural aptitude, and true man-
hood and womanhood, which is requisite to make a successful teacher. The people are
too afraid to pay out their money for such teachers, and the consequence is, a poor class
of teachers.

We are doing well, but that does not satify us,—we want to do still better. We ask
your aid and co-operation in this great and all-important work of instructing the youth

of cur land in “‘wisdom's ways.”
JOSEPH F. STEARNS,
CYRUS K. CHAPMAN,%S, 8. Committee.
JOHN F. HOBBS,

WILLIAMSBURG.

The schools the past year bave not been so prosperous as in some former years. In
conclusion, I would make a few suggestions, which, if carried out, would I believe
greatly increase the efficiency of our district schools. First, we should employ good
teachers; second, parents, guardians and others, haviog the care of children, should see
that they are well provided with books, and that they attend school every day during
the whole term. So long as parents are indifferent whether or not their children attend
school, just so long will our schools and society suffer from this indifference, and just so
long will parents commit a crime against their children and society.

MOSES KENISON, Supervisor.
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WALDOBOROUGH.

I am aware that the office of Superintending School Committee is tco often looked
upon as a place of but little eonsequence, forther than to comply with the requirements
of law. And I am also satisfied that it is frequently so viewed by schiocl committees
themselves, and such I feel has been the case in this as well asin other towns. Your
town schools are the nurseries for the eduoation of your clildren, and are of as much
vital importance to you and to thuin, as any other subject that coraes hefore you for your
consideration and action. The care of thase schools pertains directly to the duties of the
Superintending Schecl Cemmittee, and too often, perhape, is but slightly attended to.
Committees sheuld be vigilant, active and attentive. They chould visit every school in
town at the coramencement and near the close, and oftener if practicable. They should
encourage and gunide both teacher and pupils in their studies and duties in the school-
room, and endeaver to cultivate kind end friendiy feelings between them. They should
carefully examine all teachers, both in regard to their natarzl as well as acquired
abilities, for many teachers have education sufficient to teach, but have no faculty of
imparting that knowledge to others, and especially in 2 pleasing and interesting manner
to children ; hence ths often failure of well edueated ¢id ctherwise enmpetont teachers.
This dificulty I have found a great obstacle to the rapid progress of our schocls, and
have endeavored far as in my power to remedy the evil, by intreducing a different
method of teaching reading and other branches from thut generally practiced in the
several sohools; and those schools where teachors have fuithfully carried out the
directions given have made very satisfuctcry improvement. But the success of our
schools does not rest en the teuchers alone. The sgent chould gee that the school-room
bz made comfortable and convenicnt, and aleo look zfter the general interest of the
school. Parents should see that their children (who can, ) be at school punctually every
day during the term, and should question and encourage them in their studies at home,
and also cultivate a kind and friendly feeling between them and their teacher. And
committees should carefully lock after the best interest of the sehools. Then with the
combined influence of agents, parents, teachers and committees, in the right direction,
we canuot fail to bave good and prosperous schools.

Parents, your children are naturally bright, active and intclligent ; give them a good
education ; it is tho greatest gift within your power—sa passport to wealth, honor and

prosperity.
ALDEN JACKSON, 8§ 8. Committee.

HODGDON.

Your Committee think the schools cf this year will compare favorably with last. The
difiiculty of securing good teachers for all our schools is and always has been a serivus
drawback, one that cannot be fully remedied. Our teachers have not all been as weil
qualified as we could wish, but have shown a commendable degree of interest and desire
to do their best. While the greater part have been efficient and successful, sore utterly
fail to show that energy of character, discipline of mind and tact for instructing and
governing pupils, without which we look in vain for success.

The system of graded certificates adopted last year, we think has thus far been bene-
ficial. A few have found fault because they were rated too low. Your Committee have
as yet heard no complaint of any parties who thought they were rated too high, In no
case has a certificate been refused during the year; but some examinations have been, to
say the least, decidedly unsatisfactory, and tho certificate has been of a correspondingly

9
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low grade. The examinations of teachers have been as thorough as they could be made,
giving one half day to each session.

SupervisioN. The repeal of the County Supervisor act, whatever effect it may have,
whether beneficial or otherwise, should awaken town committees to their renewed
responsibilities. Your committee have long seen that the usual mecthod of visiting
gehools is entirely inadequate to produce thq designed results. The wsual custom is to
visit a school once near the beginning and once near the close of each term, and not
oftener, unless called in for some special purpose. At the first visit the school is hardly
under way, the committee can hardly tell whether it will be profitable or not; he can
only have a genoral vague idea of it The teacher will doubtless keep brightened up
until this visit is over, and as there will be no other until near the close of the term,
there is a glorious chance to take things easily. The committee will hardly remember
the status of the school and everything will be lovely. At the visit near the close, the
comwittee may go in and note progress, and that is all; if the school has been profitable
it is well, if otherwise, it is too late to remedy thg evil. This system is all right with a
teacher that needs no supervision, that will do the best she can and all she ean, as well
without as with visits; bat with poor teachers it simply amounts to nothing.

If supervision is worth anything, it is worth doing well. Each school should be
visited at least once in ten days during its session. The committee should consult with
the teacher and visit the scholars in their seats, inqunire about their studies, make him-
gelf a familiar presence in the school-room, make the school understand he is there for
their benefit and is interested in their welfare, see that they have proper text-books, and
in a thousand ways work with the teacher for the advancement of the school. If there
should be indications that we may be sustained, we purpose to make somsthing like this
change in our manner of visiting schools hereafter.

Your committee adopted a system of rating schools during the past year. At the
first visit, we took account of the grade of the recitations in the different branches, as
nearly as our judgments would allow, in numbers ranging from one to tea, also as to
order and efficiency; at the visit near the close, we also took like account. A com-
parisen of the two records would indicate the improvement. Although the record may
not be exact, and give every teacher and school their just dus to a mathematical nicety,
upon the whole it cannot be far from correct.

The legislation of the past winter, in enacting a law assessing one mill on a dollar of
the entire valuation of the State for school purposes, and dividing the money so raised
among the towns in proportion to the number of scholars, will increase our school money
nearly $425. A supplementary act, reducing the amount required to be raised by towns
per inhabitant, from one dollar to eighty cents, will reduce our tax for schools nearly
$200, about our proportion of the school-mill tax, so that our tax will be no larger, and
our schools will make a net gain of nearly $225, which will add about twenty per cent.
to their length and ought to add fifty per cent. to their usefulness, as short sessions have
always been a great detriment to our schools.

EmproYMENT oF TEAcEERS In the absence of a vote authorizing agents to employ
teachers, it becomes the duty of the committee to do so. No article to this end was
inserted in the warrant for this meeting, therefore no vote can be reached, however
desirable. Your eommittee think there is no necessity of any conflict, as we shall hold
ourselves in readiness to sanction any arrangement agents may make with teachers,
providing we believe it to be for the interest of the school in question.

We again urge upon agents the importance of calling the annual district meetings
early in April, so that agents elected thereat, may have at least an even chance with
other towns in early securing the best teachers. Your committee would gladly aid
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ageuts by advice and co-operation to this end. We further deem it a matter of great
importance that a proper understanding should exist between committee and agents, and
they should freely consult each other on matters of interest to the schools. This is one
of the necessities of our school system.

At our last annual meeting, we suggested there was great need of more blackboard
space in all our school-rooms. We know of no improvement in any case since then,
and presume the suggestion was utterly disregarded; but we deem this matter of so
great importance, that we again urge it upon agents, and furthermore we intend to do
8o personally, with importunity, if this is not heeded.

Most school-rooms are defieient in necessary furniture and apparatus; some have
hardly a decent chair and desk for the teacher. This deficiency the agent should remedy
at once, without, heritation; it is his duty to do so. Your committee think it would be
money well invested to place a comprehensive dictionary aud a small globe i‘n every
school-room in the town and provide a convenient place to keep them safely. The
further we advance in business-life, the more apparent is the necessity of a thorough
use of the dictionary in our schools. The use of a globe in schools, especially with
beginners, is a short cut to & mass of useful knowledge in geography, otherwise attained
only by prolonged study; in fact, important principles—the rotary motion of the earth,
the change of seasons, the tides, and many others, cannot be intelligibly explained
without its use. .

Our schools need energizing; they must be rescued from this humdrum, this eternal
sameness and lifeless repetition. The necessary routine studies and exercises must be
brightened up by interesting illustrations and apt presentation of principles and facts
by thorough wide-awake teachers. New life must be infused by interested parents,
thorough supervision, and .pleasant, conveaient school-rooms. This is not the work of a
day or a year; school officers cannot accomplish it alone; teachers are powerless without
aid; pupils are not alone the workers. Much, very much, depends upon parents, more
than we can tell—more than many think. They are the foundation and shape the
character of the distriet school with terrible certainty. The characteristics of parents
and home will be reflected by children in the school-room.

We feel like renewing covenant with agents, teachers, parents and pupils, to take
hold with a will, and make a strong effort to elevate the standing of the schools of our
town, and improve thém by every possible means in our power.

J. 0. SMITH,
G. W HASKELL, % S, 8. Committee.
8. A. LOW,

CHARLOTTE.

We have been fortunate enough to secure the services of some tolerably good teachers
this year in our town ; but it must be admitted, that we have had some poor ones. By
your vote last year, the employment of teachers was placed in the hands of district
agents, for this reason the engagement of all our teachers preceded their examination by
your Committee: Under these circumstances, the Committee did not deem it prudent to
reject candidates of ordinary qualifications, but above the average, lest their sucecessors
should be still lower in the scale. In ome instance, it was claimed that the Committee
was deceived by being led to suppose that the candidate was embarrassed at examination,
when in fact, she was puzzled. Be this as it may, it is clear that teachers ought to be
able to prove that they know something, rather than to expect the Committee to attempt
to prove that they know nothing. In accordance with an order from the State Superin-
tendent, that physiology should be taught in all our schools, we made selection, for a
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primary work, of Elements of Physiology, by Edward Jarvis, M. D. About thirty of
these books have been sold to our schools at introductory price. We do not claim that
this is betler than any other work published, but we thought it had advantages over
others which we Lad examined. A Committee making a selection for the State might
have made a more extensive examination.

As near as can be ascertained, there appears to be thirty-nine scholars in the town,
between the ages of four and twenty-one years, who have not attended school during the
year. In District No. 1, ninctcen ; District No. 2, two ; Distriet No. 3, four ; District
No. 5, ten ; District No. 6, four.

Before closing this report, we will say that, whether teachers are employed by the
Committee or by district agents, they should be selected for their qualifications, rather
than for the price for which they may be obtained ; and examinations should always
precede engagements. We believe pupils usually make more advancement in three
weeks under the instruction of a five dollar teacher, than they do in five weeks with a
three dollar teacher, leaving the price of two weeks’ board and two weeks’ time of the
whole school on the pleasant side of profit and loss. Good teachere are, however, scarce,
and poor teachers are not made good ones by paying them high wages; but when
teachers find that the best ability will command the highest price, they will be stimu-
lated to prepare themselves to supply the demand.

H. A. SPRAGUE,
A, W. FISHER, 8. 8. Committee.
D. J. FISHER,

LEEDS.

We regard the schools in general, as having been fairly prospercus. Comparing them
with schools in former years, some have been very good ; still, we believe that but very
fow of them have been what they might aund should have been, and weuld have been
with better teachers, together with an enlarged, living and acting interest on the part of
parents. Parents wust be more engaged in the work ; must co-operate with teachers,
and act as well as talk and think. We need and must have better teachers ; such as are
teachers by nature, as well as by practice—more normal, and ].ess artificial ; teachers
who feel called to their vocation less by lfucre than by love ; teachers fitted in heart,
mind and education, to their work. Crooked timbers may serve an excellent purpose in
constructing the hull of the ship, but would be quite out of place and useless as spars
or masts. Just here it might be well for educators to stop and reflect. Let them go to
the seminary of nature and learn a lesson—even to the forest, and the trees will tell them
of their uses and their missions. The crooked oak will tell him that year by year it is
growing and preparing to be a staunch rib in the side of the ship ; and the straight and
lofty pine, towering above all its surroundings, says in a ¢ still small voice,” musically
sweet, but plain and most impressive, ¢“T am growing to be a mast in the noble ship,
that I may lift up and sustain her white wings with which she glides like a thing of life
upen the mighty deep, and flies from land to land with her precious burden, bearing
bread and oil, and wine to feed the hungry, and cheer and sustain the thirsty soul with
strength and gladness.” »

The teaehers’s office is & high and holy one, and his character and qualification should
be such as to maguify his office. He should himself be teachable, mot fossilized or
stereotyped, but rather like the pliant tree planted by the river of waters, pushing
deeper its roots, and lifting higher and broader its living branches into a clearer and
purer atmosphere, bearing its fruit every season for meat, and its leaves for healing.—
We want teachers horn and educated to their work ; teachers that love their vocation for
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its uses ; and above all, teachers who love all that is good, all that is pure, all that is
true ; teachers who have not the spirit of the hireling, who careth not for the flock ;
but, like the Good Shepherd who feedeth the little lambs with tender grasses in the
green pastures, and leadeth them beside the still waters. Without such teachers, the
true seed cannot be well and abundantly sown ; and the harvest will be meagre, mixed
and unsatisfactory. The wheat will be scant and blighted ; the tares many and vigor-
ous. But we would remind their employers that such teachers, though called to their
voeation by no mercenary motives, are nevertheless not above human wants and human
needs, and that such servants are abundantly worthy of their hire. Let them be encouraged,
sustained and rewarded according to their worth ; let the parents co-operate with them
in the noble work they are doing for the race, and for their children in particular. Let
them endeavor to make their labors as pleasant - as they are useful ; and let them show
them by deeds, as well as by words, how highly their services are appreciated, by
employing them not for a single term only, but for many terms in succession. Such a
teacher, having formed an intimate acquaintance with parents and pupils, kuowi{xg all
their ways, and understanding all their various and peculiar wants, occupies a vantage
ground which a stranger, though equally meritorious and qualified in every other way,
would find it hard to gain. 8Such a teacher has a great and lasting influence upon the
hearts, as well as upon the minds of his pupils.

We do not want less instruction in all practical education, but we are painfully
reminded that we need more moral, and more truly divine teaching., The thoughts of the
little one should be daily lifted up from the dull routine of study to the beauties of
nature in earth, air and sky, that he may appreciate the truly beautiful, and love the
truly good, and be formed in mind and will into the likeness and quality of the noblest
work of God—¢¢ An Honest Man.” It should be remembered that character and dispo-
sition are mostly formed and built up upon the basis of first impressions. ¢ Just as the
twig is bent the tree inclines.” We have much more that we could say, but the timo is
not yet. S. R. DEANE, Chairman S. S. Committes.

BERWICK.

Having thus given you a brief statement of the several schools under our charge as
they have appeared to us the past year, we cannot bring this report to a close in justice
to ourselves and your children, without a fow general remarks; and it is not merely to
follow in the old and beaten track of our predecessors, but simply and truly for the
reason that your attention and influence cught to be called to several points that we
have observed during our official labors in the year just past.

Wo hav’nt time to enter into a lenghty discussion of the various subjects that come
crowding themselves into our mind that ought to be done—that must be dore, before our
schools will be brought up to that standard that they ought to cccupy—but will just
give you a few ideas, hoping that to them you will give earnest heed. Ponder then
well, if you have given them no thought heretofore, and during the school year upon
which we are about entering, put them into execution, and you will reap your reward
in an abundant harvest.

First then in order, Teachers. It may be affirmed without the least hesitation that
there is no office in general society more honorable and important than that of the
instructor of the young, aud none on which the present and future happiness of the
human race so much depends. Then do not, as parents, who have the welfare of yo.ur
own and your teighbor’s children at stake, risk the chances of a good school, because
you are not very much interested, or because you do not care to waste very much of your
valuable time by looking after a teacher, or because you can engage one a dollar per
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week less than another, it may be that in this question is involved the future prosperity.
of your children. Think of this then as it deserves, and exert yourselves to get live
and energetic teachers for your schools; engage rnot the first, second or third one that
comes along, unless you are positive that they possess the requisite qualifications of a
good teacher; bind yourselves not by any bargain, until you have taken your applicant
before your Superintending Committee. See to it yourselves that he or she is the person
that you need in your school, and then secure them at all hazards; let not two or three
paltry dollars per week stand between you and & good school. .

Second comes Text-Books. Why should we have such a multiplicity of text-books on
the same subject, increasing classes to double the number that we ought to have in any
one of our schoolg? This is a question for your consideration as well as for your com-
mittee. We will not discuss it here for we lack time.

Third, there, is a lack of co-operation with the teachers on the part of parents. No
teachers ean perform well their part in the school-room, however well learned they may
be, without the hearty co-operation of all the parents in the district; if your teachers do
not do at all times juet what you think they ought to, do not make it the subjest of
common conversation before your children, and abeve all things remember that teachers
are like ourselves, mortal, and that perfeciion is not always found ia this world of ours.

Visit your schools otfen; let the teacher and scholars see that you are interested in
them, and you will see beneficial results arisirg from this course of action. Do not try
to excuse yourself because you have a superintendent for that purpose, he can only do
his duty,—you have yours to do as well, And, again, irregularity of attendance; this
one thing does more to retard the advancement of our schools than almost every other
influence combined. Think of this, ye parents, and see to it that this unnecessary evil
is at once corrected.

Our schools have in general been successful the past year. We have had but one .
grievance between teacher and scholar, (or better, perhaps, parent and teacher,) entered
for our adjustment, and we thick that the complainant in that case is now most heartily
ashamed.

It is with feelings of pleasure that we are able to say three of our districts have been
consolidated since the last report, for the purpose of sustaining a system of graded
schools  There is nothing that those districts could have done to advance the cause of
education in this town and its future prosperity as the step thus taken.

At the commencement of the year just past, we were almost an entire stranger to the
greater part of our schools and ignorant of their requirements; and like those who have
been our predecessors and those who will follow us, have had to work alone, but we have
tried as far as was within our power to make them interesting and profitable. Have

they been so ?—judge ye for yourselves.
JOHN W. CURTIS, Supervisor.

NEW VINEYARD.

Permit us here to say to agents, in future when you employ teachers, be careful and
employ none but those of good reputation, nor any who are too young to marage a
school. Pay good wages to gocd teachers, and you will find them for all your schools.—
One week of good school is better than two of poor.

Let parents, agents, committee and teachers, all be united in their efforts to educate
our youth, and we shall see a vast improvement in our schools.

giv;f fdo%?RDY’} 8. S. Committee.
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SACO.

Our citizens may well be proud of their educaticnal privileges. AIl who choose may
share the benefits of our common schools. The huinblest can beecome the peer of the
highest, if he avail himself of those advantages, which the wise provisions of the law
have placed within reach of every child. So numerous are the candidates for prsitions
of trust and importance, that the ignorant cannot expect suceess in the competition with
the educated. Hence, as a rule, they will perform the menial duties of lifc¢, while the
educated will continue to rise to situations of honor and profit It is to be feared that
many parents, residing in Saco, forget these considerations, and do injustice to the chil-
dren of their love by keeping them from scheol, in viclation of the law, or by failing to
encourage them in the improvement of school privileges while in actual attendance. The
whole number of scholars bztween the ages of four and twenty-one years in the ecity in
1826, while the whole number registered in cur schools during the year is 1,015, and the
average attendance but seventy-uine per cent. of the same. It will bo seen that nearly
half of those entitled to a public education have not availed themaselves of the privilego,
although much faithful work has been done by the truant officers, without however
bringing the offenders before the Court. Parents can do much to secure the regular
attendance of their children, and still more to secure their cheerful and faithful appli-
cation to their studies. Almost every man who hires another on his farm or in his shop
feels interested to examine the work done. And there are fow women who wholly neg-
lect an oversight of the labors of those under their employ. Dut fathers and mothers
act otherwise in regard to the instructor of their children. They should see for them-
selves how well he is performing his work. Iurents ure always weleowe in the school
room ; and their cecasional presence there would do more than that of the Committee to
secure faithfulness on the part of the teacher, and a hearty interest in their studies on
the part of their ¢hildren.

We ought not to be satisfied with Lese than the best preparation of our children for the
business of their lives. At least, it is essential that we lay the joundation of a gocd
education, which Hdward Everctt once defined as follows : *“ The ability to read the
English language well, that is, with intelligence, fecling and effect ; to write a neat,
legible hand ; to dispose at once with accuracy of any question of figures, which comes
up in practical life; to write grammatical Eaglish ; these are.the tools ; you can do
much with them but are helpless without them,”

TeACHERS AND Teacimixe. We have for the most part a tried and cfficient corps of
teachers, Scveral of thom have served the city for years, and have won an honorable
.place in the esteem and affection of parents and pupils. In several of the schools, how-
ever, there is a periodical change ; and your Superintending Committes canunct fairly be
beld responsible, in such cases, for the employment of inferior teachers. Their power
is simply negative, and seldom can bo used, except at the last moment. They can
hardly refuse a certificute to one already engaged to teach, except indeed for the most
obvious incompetency. It would therefore scem mest suitable to leave the sclection of
teachers in the hands of the Committee. Still, the evils of the present system may be
more than counterbalanced by the good that comes of putting so much responsibility on
the agents, and through them, directly on the several districts. Only we would have
them feel the responsibility, and spare no pains in securing the very best teackers that
ean be obtained. ‘

Your Committee permit teachers to choose their own method of teaching, but expect
them to labor especially for the following results :—To excite ideas in tho mind of the
scholar ; to lead him to gain his ideas by a process that shall train him to think correctly
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and independently ; enable him to state his ideas by the uso of the best forms of
expression ; teach him principles and rules in such a way that he can understand them,
and give him much practice in applying the rules to the solution of all questions which
may arise under them—all this to be done, so far as possible, in such a manner as to
render study and the study-rcom pleasing and attractive, and thereby aid in securing
good diseipline and hearty obedience.

ScHooLs. The past year has been one of general succeess and prosperity in our schools.
True, they have not reached the highest degree of efficiency, yet with very few excep-
tions, there Has been progress. A majority of our teachers have given proof of their
fitnees and ability, and have won the esteem and confidence of parents and committees
by long and faithful service. In some of the outer districts there has been a marked
improvement, during both the Summer and Winter terms ; while in a fow cases, untried
or unsuitable teachers have failed to give good satisfaction. The crowded condition of
the Intermediate and Grammar schools in the 1st district shows conclusively the need of
the new house now building on Bpring street, Upwards of seventy scholars were ad-
mitted to the Grarmmar school at the commencement of the Fall term ; which placed
your Committee under tho embarrassing neccessity of making some marked changes in
the composition of the several classes and of promoting a large number of pupils, some
of whom were poorly fitted for the change. It will be evident from this that another .
Grammar scheol is an absoluto necessity. .

Scuoor-Houses. Improvements have been made in the school-houses of some of the
outer districts, whilc in others a new coat of paint and sundry repairs would add greatly
to the pleasure and comfort of the pupils, and the seif-respect of the people. In the
Sandy Brook distriet a new house sesms almost indispensable. The present house, with
its dilapidated walle, its patched and knife-gnawed desks, half-painted and scanty
blackboard, and unevmfortable seats, crooking the backs and narrowing the chests of the
echolars, is a porpstual hindranee to the prosperity of the school—a libel on the actual
iatelligence of the district, published to every paszing stranger, and a constant injury to
the pecuniary prosperity of the district., No investment can so add to the value of the
property of the districs asa neat and attractive school-house, that will be an ¢ epistle
known and read of all men,” and saying, ¢ this is an intelligent, cultivated and large
hearted community.” Our High School building has received extensive internal repairs
during the year. The old seats of by-gone days, the broken ceiling, disfigured walls
and obscure blackboard, have given place to new desks with chairs of the most approved
pattern, beantifully tiated walls and oceiling, and bizekboard of patent finish. The
change has woanderfully improved the appearance of the school-reom, and added greatly
to the comfort and convenience of the scholars, as well as to the order, neatness and
taste of the school. Outward surroundings bear an important part in educational in-
fluences ; and the result of this pecuniary investment is already seen, in the large
addition to the number of scholars, their self respsct and zeal in study, and the increased
popularity of our High Echool, which we trust may now be counted as a permanent
institution. The school is still entirely destitute of Chemical and Philoscphical appara-
tus, and your Committee would recemmend an appropriation to furnish such apparatus
as seems essential to a successful prosecution of the various studies pursued.

Having in view the future, as well as present need and prosperity of our eity, you
authorized last season the erection of a new brick building on Spring street, to accom-
modate the schools now oceupying tho dilapidated house on Pleasant street, and the
rapidly increasing number of pupils in the northern portion of the district. It is hoped
the house will scon be furnished and ready.for use. Those having the matter in charge
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geem to have spared no pains in securing the best of materials for the work ; and though

superficial. objections may arise to the first outlay as apparently extravagant, it may be

found in the end a good iuvestment, as mesting tho growing demand of the times for a

better class of schocl-houses, while obviating the necessity of paint and speedy repairs.
CHAS. H. MILLIKEN,

EDWARD EASTMAN, §S. S. Committee.
CHAS. ¥. HOLBROVK,

EDDINGTON.

During the past year, agents have been more fortunate than usual in obtaining
experienced and capable teachers. Let it not be forgotten that the prosperity of our
schools rests largely with those who employ the teachers.

It is very unfortunate that cur tuwn should be divided into so many small districts.—
The great need of the town is fewer districts and abler teachers. With a less number
of districts, the same amount of money would suffice to maintain much better schools,
besides providing school apparatus, of which, with the excepticn of blackbcards, there
is very little in town; and the two village schools could be graded. A very large part
of all the truancy and dizorderly conduct in the school-room would be prevented by
gimply grading the schocls. When the scholar knows that until he has reached a certain
standard of scholarship, he must remain in the primary school, his ambition is aroused,
and instead of idling away his time, he will put forth all his efforts to reach a higher
grade with those of his owa age

We would again urge the importance of the regnlar attendance of scholars. Parents,
do not permit your children to leave school for iight and trivial causes. Schools can be
of no advauntage to your children unless they are present in the school-rcom, and of very
ittle advantage unless they ars there regularly.

Weo are coufident that much time is wasted in our schools in learning such things as
can never be of much use to the scholar. Most children have no other means of obtain-
ing an edacation than that aiforded by our common schools, and it is of the very first
importance that every child should reccive a practical education. Let the scholar learn
to read, to write, to think and to speak; let him be taught arithmetic, and he will suc-
ceed very well, though he may nover have seen an algebra.

Ths schools of the towi have been quite as good as in previous years, but this should
ouly encuurage us to rencwed efforts to make our common schools more nearly what they

should be.
: GEO. S. COMINS,

E. B. COMINS, ES. 8. Committee.

_T. B. SPRATT,

WATERFORD.

In this brief review of the reports of the several schools in this town, we will notice
the fact that a very large majority of the teachers for the year have been our own
citizens. We will notice also that, with only one exceeption, every term has been carried
through, moro or less successfully, by the teacher who took the school in charge; and
we are happy to say that, as a whole, our schools have been successfully managed. —
Yet, as a committee, we are looking forward hopefully to the time when through a more
thorough and systematic training of teachers for this special work, cur schools shall all
take a far higher rank, and be far more successful in educating the young for the prac-
tical duties of life. ’
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‘We have occasion to say also in our report, that we do not deem it best that a school
should ever be ‘‘broken up” for trifling causes. If a distriet is so unfortunate as to
employ a teacher whose efficiency and skill are not up to the standard they desire and
expect, yet if there i3 purpose and effort on the part of the teacher to do the best he
can, we deem it better for the school that the parents quietly aid the teacher, (as they
ever should do,) to finish that term, than to have the cchool broken up; and then let the
district profit by their experience, in exercising a more carefal and vigilant inquiry into .
the antecedents of those who seek to be employed by them as teachers. This is the
appropriate and an important part of the work of those who employ teachers. Yet,
while we thus speak in reference to the breaking up of schools, we still hold that when
there are radical defeots in a teacher, making it plain that, on the whole, the term
would be productive of evil rather tha‘n good, the lawful remedies should be promptly
applied.

In the report of one schocl, we referred to the neglect of the attendance of the scholars
in the district, upon the only term of scheol in that district for the year. Yet this evil
is not confined to that district. Thers have been many scholars abgent from our schools
daring the year, who ought to have been there, and might have been there, and would
have been there, if the parents had heen fully alive to the importance of having their
children under instruction. We feel that the remedy for this evil lies very largely with
the pareats and ought by them to be applied; and yet the State has placed it in the
power of each town to apply a’ legal rewmedy, if parents neglect to attend to this impor-
tant matter. We hope and trust that the pareats will themselves remedy this evil in
the ‘future. If not, it is a matter of sufficient importance to enlist the efforts of the
town in the way provided by the State, or in some effectual way of their own devising.

W. NEWXLL,

A3, L. WILSON, %S. 8. Commilttee.
JOSIAH MINOR, Jr.,

WALES.

* And in conclusion, we beg leave to suggest to the parents that we aid the teacher in
every possible way, by visiting the school ourselves, by so doing, we aid both teacher
and pupil ; also, see that our children attend regularly, as every abseatee deranges the
whole class and school. Let us look well to our interest in the employwment of teachers,
and not let a few dolars deprive us of the services of thorough competent teachers, as
such teachers can command good pay, and will not work for small pay ; aund if at any
time you find your school is not profitable notify tho Committee at once, and have the
matter adjusted, and not wait and have time and money wasted.

One other subject [ wish to call the attention of ageuts to, viz: The law making it
your duty to return yearly, in March, to the S. 8. Committee, the number of perscns in
your district between the ages of four and twenty-one years, as from these returns we are
to compile in part our returns to the State. If we fail in making full and complete re-
turns, it deprives you of your proporticn of the the public school fund, which now is to

be a sum worth looking after.
JOHN C FOGG,

JOEL HAM, }S 8. -Commilttee.
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ALFRED.

The condition of tbe schools in town compares favorably with that of the past few
years. We have been compelled to select teachers from a very limited number, There
has been a scarcity of teachers competent to instruct in the higher grades of studies
required in several of the schools in town ; and it is hoped that the Norwal Schools now
in operation in the State will soon furnish the needed teachers fitted for all instruction
required in the public schools. Asa whole, the teachers employed have executed the
trusts committed to them with gratifying fidelity and success. In the exceptional cases,
the failure has resulted more from the want of thorough elementary training and lack of
experience, than from deliberate neglect or real indifference towards those under their
charge. )

A laék of discjpline in one or two instances has, we are compelled to think, somewhat
impaired the usefulness of the school. It is always painful to know that any teacher
ghould be so misguided as to expect to secure and maintain the good will and respect of
the scholars by loose restraint in the school-rcom., Such expectaticus are sure to prove
delusions. The maintenance of good order in and about the school-room, by wise and
appropriate measures, is by far the surest means of securing the valusble respect of the
scholars. Proper discipline and good progress go hand in hand ; and without such dis-
cipline, but little progress can reasonuably be expected. :

There has on the whole, been a good degrea of progress in study in most of the schools
in town. Reading and spelling have purposely received a merited share of attention,
and improvement in both has been marked and satisfactory. Your Committee, among
other things, have endeavored to impress upon teachers the importance of proper adapta-
tion in imparting instruction. The confusion and discouragement so likely to result
from neglect or inability on the part of teachers to adapt instruction to the capacity and
understanding of the scholar, particulurly demaunds of the teacher wise diserimination
in that respect. It would be unreasonable to exact of a scholar of weak capacity and
limited opportunity of school, the same readiness of comprebension as might rcasonably
be expected of one of equal age, or even younger, endowed with stronger intcllect and
favored with better advantages.

There has been an improvemeni in punctuality of attendance as compared with the
average of several years past. Thisis an encouraging symptom, and fortifies the hope
that the district school may, by the aid of skillful instructors and pareatal co-operation,
be made so attractive as to be prowptly attended by the scholars without compulsion.—
To accomplish this, there must be a co-operation of teachers and parents. Parentsshould
be alive to the important duty of securing the punctuzal atterndance of their children.
In some districts in town the parects have of late manifested a commendable interest in
their schools By oceasionul visits during the term, by friendly conferences with the
teachers, by kind and encouraging words to the scholars, by assembling in numbers to
witness the closing exercises of the term, both teachers and scholars have been stimulated
to exertions which have been rewarded with the most satisfactory results. We would
that this parental co-operation was universal. In two or three of the districts in town
there ie a reprovable indifference to the physical wants of their scholars. We do not
mean by this to imply a want of parental affection, nor the absence of intention and
purpose to promote the highest welfare of their children. It arises more from an under
estimate of the proper and best mcans of promoting educational success ; from an over
looking of the incontrovertible fact that mental success is greatly promoted, or equally
retarded by physical condition and circumstances. There is a strange inconsistency, in
strong countrast with the well known intelligence of the districts referred to, in furnish-
ing all the reasonable safe-gué.rds of the health and comfort of their children at home,
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and yet, complacently consigning them for six hours each day during the term of the
school to the exposure and taste depraving influences of the most neglected, dilapidated
and ill-contrived structure, within the limits of the district. It is to be hoped that the
parents in these districts will voluntarily provide an early remedy for the evils which
result from this neglect. In the words of another, ¢ Let the district school-house be so
comfortable, convenient and attractive, ag that no one will blush to have it pointed at as
the eloquent representation of his intelligence.”

A. B. KIMBALL, For S. S. Commuattee.

ORRINGTON.

Would it not be wise to make our school-houses more attractive ?-_for here the first
seeds of knowledge are sown, and the young idea taught how to shoot. Would it not be
a wise expenditure of money, if $500 were laid out in cutline maps, globes, and more
blackbouards, that our chiidren might the more easily, rapidly; and understandingly,
study and practice geography and arithmetic? Would not an occasional visit from
father or mother, or both, simulate the scholar to greater efforts, and encourage the
teacher to greater exertion? Would not singing, if introduced into our sehools,
especially the primary, have.a salutary influence on the young and susceptible minds?
Would it not afford relief to the more laborious routine of school-room duties, acting at
once as a solace and recreation ?

¢The great, the chief ambition of man is to know something of everything,” and to
know is laudable in all. The great question is then—how, what and where shall our
children learn ““to know ?’ By inspection of the registers of our schools, I think one
of the greatest, if not the chief, impediment to the progresr of our schools, is revealed
in the form of irregular attendance, or truancy, and tardiness of the pupils. Children
who are irregular in their attendance at school, make but little progress on the road to
knowledge. The thirst for an education is slaked with poisoncus and rank weeds, which
upon the soil of irregularity flourish so luxuriently. Before the arid blast of irregu-
larity, the minds of youth become dry and parched. Our wost besetting sin is neglect
of duty. Parents neglect their duty by not keeping their children at school more
regular. How will you cure these evils? They have bceowme chronic and need sevewe
remedies. The right, the priviloge of every child to attend school and obtain an educa-
tion, is his birthright. No parent has any legal or moral right to deprive his child of
this birthright., The man of gray hairs and possessing a few hundreds of dollars and
no scholars, contributes largely to the support of the public schools. Shall wo apply
this man’s money to the purpose to which it was designed or otherwise ?

Look with me at the figures as they foot up in our school registers. The number of
days absence for the past school year, amount to seven thousand seven hundred and
fifty, equal to more than thirty-five years’ schooling in any of our colleges or academies.
A frightfully alarming column of figures array themselves in condemnation of such
reckless disregard of regular attendance upon the means of educutioh, for which we so
liberally expend our money. More than seven thousand days lost to our youth, and in
many instances, I fear, worse than lost. No wonder that parents of aksentees com-
plain that their children do not learn. Do you think it is right to have so many
absences? Is it right? Does it suggest any fault? Ought it to continue so? If pot,
can we not find a remedy ? May not irregularity of attendance, tardiness, disobedience,
bad language, ill-manners, and disrespect in some cases, be traced to a neglect of
parental duty? Let us then as parents put forth our individual efforts to elevate the
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common school; to develop in our children a taste for knowledge; to give the pupil an
insight into the work to be performed, and the manner of performing it; also to elevate
and expand his views, refine his sentiment, and to supply him with the means of noble
and innocent entertainment, when he looks on ¢ bird or stone, or star or flower.,” Let
ns porder well the old maxim, ¢ That ignorance is the ally of crime, and that education
is] favorable to virtme,” end then join hands'in promoting the greatest good of those
whom God has given us to educate for useful men and women. Let us teach them in
youth to observe habits of regularity and promptness, that in sailing o’er the voyage
of life they may not be wrecked on the Scylla of irregularity nor enguifed in the
Charybdis of tardiness.

In conclusion, parents, will you see that your children attend school regularly ? Will
yoa mnot see that the first, tho great and exceedingly important lessons are taught, by
precept and example, at the fireside? And will you not also cheer and encourage both
scholar aand teacher, by your presence in the school-rcom? Be acquaivted with the
school; observe the manner of instruction; witness the efforts of your scholars, and
when the child returns home, cheer him up by word and example, in all that has been
done during the day, for his benefit; thus helping to build up this noble structure, so
that the great work of cducation may go nobly on, adding strength, beauty and dura-

bility to all its parts.
GEORGE E. CHAPIN, Supervisor.

BROOKS.

The subject of cur common schools is one which should interest each and every one,
for it is here that the youth of our commuuity are educated {or the active duties of life;
and we ought to be thorcughly and actively zealous in the noble work of training and
educating them in those traits and qualities that will nerve and strengthen them to act
well their part wherever they may be.

If we would have the children of the present educated and refined ornaments to
society, a benefit to the world, and an honor to themselves, we must sec that the oppor-
tunities of the present are not slighted or deferred to the future. The rough, awkward
boy, who is to-day obtaining the elemeunts of an education in our common schools, will
be the man of to-morrow. He will be doing the business in our strects, guiding and
controlling our town affairs, educating the children, proclaiming his ideas and prinei-
ples from the bar, the pulpit, and the press; and, perchance, in the legislative chamber,
may be moulding the laws of our State or Nation. The wild, romping, untrained, giddy
school girl, who saunters about our streets to-day, will be the matron of the morrow, and
vontrol the fashions and morals of society.

There is a world of meaning in the adage-—¢¢ The boy is the father of the man.” We
find by experience that the hopes, principles and ambiti~ng that are instilled into the
mind of the child, generally exert a very powerful influence in guiding and controlling
him in after life. In the words of the wise man—¢Train up a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” Hence the necessity of proper
instruction and government while young, not only in the school-room, but at home by

the fireside.
Parents have something to do as well as teachers. If children are well governed at

home, there is generally very little trouble with them at school. Three-fourths of the
trouble we have in cur schools is caused by the parents, instead of the children or
teachers, But we will leave this part of our report, by expressing the hope that, in
the future, children, parents and teachers, may use their united endeavors to obtain

and maintain good school-houses, good books, good teachers and schools.
M. J. DOW.
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NORTH BERWICK.

From the foregoing brief sketches of our schools, you will see there have been no cases
of tailure, nor but few of decided success. All have done as well as could be expected
under the circumstances, and perhaps some have done better than usual, and yet we fail
in receiving the full benefit of our school money. Of some of the causes of this failure
I propose to speak—not in any recriminating or fault-finding spirit, but to tell you
honestly just the plain unvarnished facts; believing most fully that when they are
known and realized by you, you will cheerfully put your shoulders to the work to remedy
the defects.

In the first place, our school-houses are in a deplorable condition. Those in Districts
No. 8 and 9 ought to be pulled down at once, before they tumble down. They are a dis-
grace to the fine neighborhoods in which they stand. The school-houses in Districts
No. 4,7, 11, 16 and 19, are no better inside, and not one of them is fit to teach a school
in, All the rest, with two or three exceptions, need reseating and general repairs.—
Some of the houses that pass for respectable, are small, ill-arranged, cold, uncomfortable
places for children, many with no yard, no decent privy, perched on the brink of the
highway, repulsive in every aspect.

Secondly, With the exception of Distriet No. 14, just repaired, there is not a single
blackboard worthy of the name in town. And with the exception of No. 2, there is not
a single map, chart, globe, dictionary or particle of furniture, that I know of except a
rickety chair, an old box stove and a broom.

Thirdly, The reports from eight districts give the total attendance for the year, 72
scholars ; averaging 9 pupils to each teacher. Here is one of the greatest leaks. The
average expense to the town per week for teachers, board and fuel, is nine dollars. Here
are eight school-houses to keep in repair, eight teachers to employ—in a word, eight
schools to run at an expense of seventy-two dollars per week, to do the work of three at
an expense of twenty-seven dollars per week. These same schools have averaged eleven
weeks, costing four hundred and ninety-five dollars for the year, more than they ought.
Again, the loss in dollars is pot all, It is impossible to create that interest in one of
these little schools that can be done in one larger.

Before we can have our schools what they should bo, we must make suitable places to
hold those- schoole in. Eptire new buildings, or a thorough overhauling and repairing
and enlargement of the old ones are imperatively demanded. Once having the suitable
buildings they should be provided with proper utensils for the teacher’s use I would
as soon attempt to cultivate a ficld of corn without a hoe, as to attempt to teach a school
without a blackboard.

We cannot afford to pay our teachers the wages they now demand, and set them to
work without any tools to work with, nor can we afford to have a teacher spend her time
in instructing ten or twelve pupils when she could better instruct twenty-five or thirty.

I am fully satisfied that the number of schools in town could be considerably dimin-
ished without detriment to the scholars. We can thus, as I have shown, materially
lessen our expenditure, have longer school terms and improve, decidedly, all our schools.

This brings me to the ¢ suggestions” referred to in the first part of this report :

In view of the condition of our school-houses, their isolated situation, many of them—
their total lack of suitable furniture and surroundings—the smallness of very many of
tho schools and consequent additional expense in sustaining them, and the unequal
advantages the larger districts have over the smaller or back districts, I propose that
the town dispense with the districts and their systems entirely. Make a town school of
tho whole town. Let the town build and repair and furnish the necessary school-houses,
in suitable and convenient situations, equalize the whole schools, giving the back
sections equal privileges with the others, allowing the children to attend schools wherever
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their interests would be best conserved, with no restraint save what the general interest
might require. This ¢ would establish a uniform rate of taxation.” ¢ It would diminish
the aggregate expenditure for schools,”” It would prevent all strife about district matters.
Tt would secure better school-houses and furniture. ¢TIt would sccure better super-
vision.” ¢TIt would enable us to establish graded schocls.”

Our advanced scholars are now under the necessity of going from home to the Acade-
mies in order to complete their education or fit them for college. This should not be.
We are an agricultural community, and cannot affrd to send our children abroad to be
educated. A high school should at once be established in North Berwick to receive all
the advanced scholars in the town.

You are liberal in your appropriations. We have money enough and scholars enough,
and the times imperatively deirand it I do not wish you to come to auy hasty con-
clusion in this matter, but I leave it for you to seriously consider.

TIMOTHY B. HUSSEY, Supervisor.

DAMARISCOTTA.

ScrooL AgeNTs, We think that very few persous are at all aware how iotimately
connected are the choosing of a School Agent, and the character and usefulness of the
schools for the year. An Agent holds an important plece. The appropriation of the
distriet’s money is in his hands. He is to employ the teachers. Districts, in selecting
their Agents should select such persons as are really interested in having only the best
teachers, and who will faithfully perform all their duties as Agents.

CHANGE oF TEACHERS. Perhaps there is no one thing more detrimental to the use-
fulness of our public schools, than the frequent changes of teachers When a teacher is
successful, we believe they should be retained for several terms.

Text-Books. It isa mistaken notion that many of our citizeus labor under, who
think there have been too frequent changes of bocks in this town, We have taken the
pains to acertain how long the several books have been used, and fied the Readers in uso
fifteen years, Grammar thirteen, Geographies eight, Arithmetics fourteen. This does
not look like very frequent changes, surely, The law provides that the Superintending
School Committee ¢¢ shall direct what books shall be used in the schools.” Your Com-
mittee being desirous of doing their duty, and believing a change in most of the books
was needed, and knowing the aversion of many of our citizens to any change, decided
to change Arithmetics only, the past year, hoping that the others might be changed at
some future time. The change was effected in nearly all of the schools—the books for
the completion being now in the hands of the Committee. We are happy to say that no
very serious trouble was encountered in making the change. It is hoped that whoever
has the supervision of the schools the coming year, will continue the work begun the
past year, uhtil we shall have books suitable for our children.

In conclusion, we would say that we have labored according to our ability to do what
we could to improve the conditicn of our schools, and we feel that our efforts have not
been in vain. While we think all of our schools have improved, we think the most
marked improvement has been in our High School. We see by the registers of this
school a few years back, that the average number of scholars in attendance was but three
more than one-half the whole number registered. In the last term, the average number
is only seven less than the whole number. The teachers of this school have not been
able to keep the scholars there at the closing examination. At the close of some terms
more than one-half would be absent. This has been remedied. At the close of the Fall
term every scholar was present at the examination, and at the close of the Winter term

all but one, and he was kept away by sickness.
E. W. DUNBAR, For the Committee.
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GOULDSBORO’.

I think, on the whole, that the cause of education with us is on the increase; yet we
are anxious for the time to arrive when many improvements may be made for its further
promotion.

First, we would have the people in Gouldsboro’, if possible, feel the great importance
of improving school-houses, thereby providing good and comfortable homes for their
children, which would be a power toward inspiring the chkild with a love to attend
school. We are often led to believe “that very poor and inccnvenient school-houses and
a lack of interest on the part of parents to visit schools, are quite liable to make truant
scholars; and we only hops that the time is not far distant when truancy will be obviated
by a proper interest on the part of parents to make school-houses more attractive; and
also when the father and wmother will feel it their duty to visit the school-room often,
thereby to encourage the scholar, and alleviate the labor of the teacher, in whose
important task they should co-operate.

We would suggest the propriety of consolidating districts in our town and there-
by lengthen several schools; which wonld enable ug to employ better teachers, have
botter school-houses, and very much benefit the scholars now existing in very small
districts.;

Our school agents are deserving much credit for their labor and interest in the cause
of education. I think many of our fifteen agents for the past year, havo exercised good
judgment in selecting and employing teachers; and in many instances our schools have
met the apprabation of these who are much interested in such institutions.

We feel confident to say that some of our schools, (both Winter and Summer,) were
second to none in Hancock county, and we feel the necessity of progressing the good

work.
E. W. CLEAVES.

FARMINGDALE.

We have endeavored to represent our schools, their condition and prosperity, as we have
found them. Alt;hough we cannot give as good an account of them as we wish we could,
we have, nevertheless, the satisfaction that their average character, as judged by the
ordinary standard is fair. The co-operation of parents with school officers and teachers
is indispensable to make our schocls what they should be—no one thing tends more to
excite a healthy influence, and love of study among scholars, than visits to the school by
parents and friends. A single visit by a dozen parents during a term to each school
would be attended with the most berneficial results to the scholars, furnish a powerful
incentive to the teachers, and enable the people to judge correctly of the, school-room
accommodations. We respectfully and earnestly recommend the practice of school
visiting. .

To the inhabitants of school District No. 1, we would say, there is a manifest want of
interest in the education of your children. You are aware that your houses are entirely
unfit for the accommodation of schools. They are old, cold, inconvenient and dilapi-
dated—mere apologies for houses. You are not only a little disrespectful to your teach-
ers, but you are also enfeebling their best efforts by placing them in such houses. Your
scholars will suffer both in mind and body, and your school money will be nearly thrown
away, until you afford your children better houses.

GRORGE WHEELER, .
FRANELIN WHITNiﬂY, ;S. 8. Commilttee,
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BATH.

It devolves upon me to make the Annual Report of the schools in the city of Bath, at
this time, and lay before you the condition and wants of these schools.

STATEMENT oF THE EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR 1871-T2,

Income.
Appropriation . .... ...... Ceeeviee caaeaneeeas $21,000 00
From State Treasurer. .. ooe veeeaeeneanes cnneaone 240 90
Taition. ...oovvaene vt e e PN 40 00
—$21,280 90
Ezpended,
Salaries of Teachers.... ..ovvueecens iovn sonnavnn $13,905 71
Fuel...... F N v e anr e eess 1,176 56

MiSCelIANEOUS. e vves vevs veee vane anes eannvessanae 2,667 88
BOOKS. cuve s ceeeene e aaneanae araeanesaeas 1,674 44
Salary of Superintendent.... .........iieanial, . 500 00

Balance....... [ A T 1 Y 3
e —— $21,280 50

It will be perceived, on comparizon of the expenditures with the expenditures of last
year, that they are somewhat less. Indeed they are as low as-possible, consistent with
the wolfare of the schools.

LENGTH OF SCHOOLS AND VacarioNs. The whole number of weeks school during the
year has been forty for the High and Grammar Schools, und thirty-nine for the Primary
and Rural Schools. v

The school year is now divided into two terms. The first or autumn and winter term,
opening the 23th of August last, continued till the 8th of March, 1872, There was a
recess of one week at the annual Thanksgiving, and again one week from Christmas to
New Year’s Day, including those two days as holidays. The length of the term was
twenty-six weeks. After a vacation of two weeks, the summer term commences the 25th
of March, to continue fourteen weeks, or till the first of July.

The school period of forty weeks is diminished by several holidays in the course of.
the year, and at the last week of the terms, at the close of the examinations, the schoole
are closed as fast as their examinations are completed, most of the schools losing two,
three or four days each termm. Thus there is not probably much if any more than thirty-.
eight full weeks of school in the year. This is, however, as long a period as will be
found profitable from year to year. If pupils are punctual and regular in their attend--
ance, and diligent and industrious in their work, they will be able to accomplich about
as much intellectual labor during our school period as is well for them to perform in one
year. In a word, it is believed that the present schocl period is neither too long nor too
short. It is not so great as to draw too largely on the vital energies of pupils, if they:
are in the enjoyment of ordinary health. Five days only in the week, the half day:-
Wednesday and Saturday, the frequent holidays, the recurrence cf recesses, the physical
exercises in use in most of the schools, the care that is taken to limit the intellectual
labor to what ordinary minds are capable of accomplishing in the day, the introduction.
of improved methods of instruction, especially with schools made up of the youngest:
pupils—all tend to prevent bad physical consequences resulting frem length of time
devoted to study during each day or during the whole year.

ScrooL Books. It seems to be now a settled matter in the minds of the people of this
eity, that the school books shall be furnished for all the children of the public schools,.
at the public expense. This has been done for four successive years, and nobody appears
to doubt the expediency of it. The economy of it is indisputable. It is beyond doubt
the very cheapest method of providing school books for our children.

10
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The school books are purchaged wholesale, at a large reduction from the ordinary
retail prices ; but the most economical part of the arrangement is derived from the use
of old books, till they are worn out. Here is where a great saving is made. School
books, instead of being laid away, half worn out, or perbaps even in many cases but
little worn before other or more advanced ounes are needed, are put iuto the hands of
successive pupils till they are used up. TIn some cases many books will answer for two
or three successive classes. This saves the purchase of new books. By the use of old
books till worn out, and the discount in the purchase of school books, the actual cost of
books in the several grades of schools is less than one dollar per pupil, per aunum. It
will bo ncticed that this includes the several grades of schools—the High Scuool, where the
books in many cases are very expensive, and the Grammar and Priwary Schools,

Ts not this expenditure, one dollar per pupil and less, for all the children of the city,
very much less than in former years ? I believoe it is safo to say that the cost is not half
80 muach to the inhabitants of this city as under the old system.

Ezxpenditures of the Several Years

School Books Ist year ..o it i i i cien e oo L B1LART A2
6 Rd e e e e o 2,785 490
‘e L 3 1,224 08
€ E I e e ae.. 1,674 44

As far as is known, our city is as yet the first and cnly one in this State and perhaps
even in New Englard, where school books are furnished to all the children of the publie
schools, at the public expense. DBut it is not to be presumed that we shall long be alone.
The subject is being discussed in other places and the same plan will donbtless soon be
adopted in some of our sister cities, as well as smaller towns. I have had scveral letters
of inquiry about the working of the plan in our own c¢ity. I presented the matter to
some of the fricuds of edueation at Augustn last winter, who listened very favorably.
In all eases I have answered that our own experience testifies thoroughly and wholly in
favor of every city and town providing school books as well as instruction, without
expense to the pupil.

Frer Epvcarron. When school books and instruetion are furnished at the public
expense, education is just abeut as absolutely free to all children as the air they breathe,
or the water they drink., It is nearly thus absolutely free in our own cily. T hope it
will soun be so throughout our State and couuntry. Parents are oniy required to furnish
food and clothing for their chiidren. Education is furnished at the public expense.—
The poor have equal advantages thus with the rich. In this matter of education in Bath,
there are no poor, there are no rich—all are equal. All may acequire a good, thorough,
practical education.

ScuooL Hovses. One new school house has been built during the last year, on South
strect. It is a wooden structure, a very pretty design taken from a late report of the
State Superintendent, Hon. Warren Johnson. It is now nearly finished and ready for
use. It only remains to provide the furniture. It is a one story building, having a
large room which will seat 84 pupils, and a smaller room for the primer scholars which
will seat about 50 pupils, even more may be seated, without special inconvenience. The
whole building will thus coutain 130 or more pupils. This number is quite Inrge enough
for a Primary School. I think it js better to locate the Primary School houses in all the
different parts of the city, that they may be convenient to the smaller children and net
be over-crowded, and also be free from proximity to large boys.

Music. Music bas not been taught in the schools the past year. I deem it desirable

*to have it taught in all the schools, especially the Primary, Grammar and Rural, but
have not been able to see clearly any way in which it eould be done. The children in
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many of the schools sing in the morning at the opening exercise, and something doubt-
less is done in the way of instruction by some of the teachers, but no regular and sys-
teratic instruction is given. After listening to the admirable remarks and instructions
of Mr. Mason of Boston, at the Teachers’ Institute in Brunswick last autumn, I was
impressed with an earnest desire to have music well tavght in our publie schools, and
still feel that it is a matter of much importance, but de not yet see how it can be well
aceomplised. In the meantime, I recommend to our teachers, espreislly teachers in the
Primary schools, to do what they can in this direction.

Teacarrs’ MeETINGS. Since the first of September last, there have been regular
teachers’ meetings on Thursday evening of each week. It is expected that all the
teachers in the puablic schools will be present at these meetings, unless especially pre-
vented by illness or some necessary cause. If all are present and take an active part
in giving and receiving instruction, experiences, &e., the meetings may be made very
profitable.

The latest and best methods of teaching grammar, reading and geography, have been
taken up thas far, the present year. The last six evenings have been devoted to
instruction in drawing. Arithmetic and other subjects will be taken up during the
ensuing spring term, after the drawing lessons have come to a close.

These meetings are important aids to the teacher. Hints and suggestions are often
drepped, which are of benefit, beside the regular instrustion of the evening., More
uniferm methods of instruction are likely to be adopted in all the schoois. Mutual
acquaiotance aand familiarity are promoted among the teachers; and reepect fur each
other and a deeper interest in the great work of the teacher will grow up through this
and other instramentalities.

TEAC‘HERS’ Waces. The average wages paid to teachers in the State are vory low,
among the very lowest of any State in the Union. Per month for males, $32.4¢; for
females, $13.72. This is scarcoly so high as ordicary labor in the field or in the
kitechen. Though the wages in our own city are not high in comparison with what
ought to paid for good, faithful work, yet they are much higher than the average of the
State. The past year, for males, the wages have been $97 91 per month; for females,
$23 22 per month. This is rockoning twelve months in the year and not ten, the num-
ber of months the schools are actually kept in this city. Even these wages paid to
females in cur eity are lower than the wages paid to females teachers in most of the
States in the Union. In Massachusetts, for instance, the wages per raonth for females
are $30.92. This is the average of the whole State. In Califoraia, $62.81; and in
Nevada, the highest in the Union, $107.28.

Couxty InstituTe, Early last October, the teachers in the county of Sagadahoe and
the eastern part of Cumberland, were called together by the State Superintendent to
hold an Institute for one week. TUpwards of sixty teachers were present. The teachers
of our city had permission to attend the Institute or continue in their schools, which
wore at that time in session. Most of them were presout a large portion of the session
of the Institute, a few of them all the time.

To those who attended constantly and gave undivided attention, the instruction,
lessons, hints, suggestions and practice, were of great value. The best methods of
teaching reading, writing, spelling, arithmetic, geography, drawing, and all the com-
mon branches, were discussed, and attention ealled to many important points. Musie,
drawing and physiology, received also a share of attention. Mrs. Amies interspersed
object lessons among the daily exercises, which were given to the children who came in
from the public schools in Brunswick.

This session of the Institute was calculated to give a new impulse to the teachers of
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the county, and to suggest improved methods of instruction. It had a beneficial effect
on our own schools, and I trust was serviceable to other parts of the county.

PrysioLogy. During the last year, physiology has been introduced into all the
sohools in the city, chiefly in the way of general instruction and as a general exercise.—
The teachers have made use of Dr. Hooker’s Child’'s Book of Nature, one of the best
books which have ever been prepared for children. It is called the child’s book, but it
is 2 book which ought to be read and studied by every teacher who goes into the school-
room, as well as by every parent. No school should be without this book,—no parent
without a knowledge of the simple and suggestive truths on its pages.

This book has been put into the hands of all our teachers, and direction given to
road or give instruction from it ten or fifteen minutes each day in the Primary, and for
a time in the Grammar schools. Vegetable physiology is taught in the summer, and
human physiology in the winter. The children have been interested in this study.

Drawing. Attention wascalled in the report last year to the fact that the Legislature
authorized any city or town to give instruction in industrial or mechanical drawing in
day or evening schools. No action was taken in this matter till the last winter. Then
an effort was made to procure instruction in industrial drawing, but it being late before
arrangements could be completed, it was thought best to give only a course of ten or
twelve lessons in free hand drawing the present winter and spring. Mr. C. B. Stetson
of Lewiston, is now giving such a course to our teachers and such pupils and young men
of this city as choose to avail themselves of this privilege. Mr. S, has given the same
course of lessons to the teachers in Lewiston the past winter. The course includes an’
excellent series of exercises. It is practical, covering designs which are seen in house
papers, carpets, oil carpets, &e., and makas a good preparation for instruction in indus-
trial drawing. It is proposed to continue these lessons ten or twelve weeks the ensuing
epring, and next autumn commence an evening school where instruction will be given
in free hand and industrial drawing, through the winter. Drawing has been introdaced
and is now practiced in all our schools. There is much interest in it on the part of
pupils and teachers. Some of the pupils, even in the Primary Schools, have made good
proficiency. This is one of the best steps which has ever been taken for the improve-
ment of our schools. It is practical and looks towards more practical instruction in
our public s¢hools.

PexMaNsHIP AND Boox-KEErine. Attention was also called last year to the impor-
tance of giving more thorough and practical instruction in penmanship and book-keep-
ing. If changes are made in the High School building, it may be possible soon to
introduce a department in the High School course embracing penmanship, book-keeping
and cemmercial arithmetie, in which a more thorough and systematic course of instruc-
tion can be given than is possible at present. I hope a beginning at least may b& made
in this direction the coming year. -

Poriis 18 Bata. The whole number of children reported last May, as belonging in
the city, between the ages of 4 and 21, was 2,980. The number registered in schools,
1,790. The average number in attendance, 1,420. It is probable that the number will
be increased to some extent the pressnt year, though not largely, for cur population
increases very slowly. .

The proportion of our pupils in the schools to the population, is large, being about
1 to 5, and probably & fraction more. I do not know our exact population at this time.
The proportion of scholars in England and Wales is 1 to 7; in Holland, 1 to 8; in
France, 1 to 9; and in Prussia, the best educated country in Europe, 1 to 6. These
statistics may not be exactly right at the present time, but very mearly so. There is
more doubt about the correctness of the proportion in England than in either of the
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countries mentioned. I have seen one statement saying that in the Prussian army the
proportion of illiterate recruits is only 2 per cent.; in the French army, 27 per cent.;
and in the English army, 57 per cent.

ABSENTEEISM AND IRREGULAR ATreENDANCE. Notwithstanding we have a large num-
ber of children in school im proportion to our population, still we have quite ‘oo much
irregular attendance at school. A largo number of our children are not absent or tardy
without good cause. The absence and irregularity fall aimost wholly within a certain
class. A certain class of parents never compel their children to attend school. It will
always be difficult to secure t‘he regular attendance of a certain class of pupils without
compulsion. *

Comparing the census number (2,980) with the average number, (1,420) we have less
than fifty per cent. regularly and constantly availing thewselves of the advantages of
our schools in Bath., Not very much in excess of 50 per cent. find a place ia our schools
during the year.

Such facts as these are leading the minds of many to favor. compulsory attendance at
our schools, Why should any of the children of our ¢ity be deprived of the advantages
of our schools? If children are so unfortunate as to have parents who do not care for
the education wf their children, why should not the State act the part of a good and
wise parent and place all the children in school and retain them there, till they have
at least attained a good primary education? Such questions will doubtless be asked
with more and more urgency in the future.

In the city of Wilmington, N. C., having a population of about 15,000, we find that
the expenditure for police last year was $18,606.70, but we find no appropriation for
free schools. In our own city, with a population about half that of Wilwington, the
expenditure for police the same year was $2,443, and the expenditure for schools,
including school-houses and school books for all the children of the city, was $20,864.79.
In Wilmington, there is also an additional sum of $1,186.82 paid for the care of prison-
ers in temporary confinement at the guard house.

These figures scarcely need any comment. Our whole expenditure in Bath for schools
exceeds by a bare trifle the expenditure for police in Wilmington. If Wilmington
expended more for public schools, would not less be required for poiice? Is not the
maintenance of public schools in any city economical? Are they not the result of wise
and prudent foresight ?—without taking into account their intellectual, moral and
religious value.

T am glad to find the Mayor of W. urging *‘the establishment of free schools as of
great importance.” He says ‘“the free schools established by the townsbip authorities
are in operation, but are not supported as they should be, from lack of funds. The
matter of the establishment of city free schools at an early day should iuterest every
citizen.” .

The people of Wilmington will find economy as well as othwr valusble acquisitions in
public schools.

Primary Scmoors. Considerable changes have taken -place the last year in the
methods of instruction adopted in the Primary Schools. Some of the teachers have
made much improvement in the use of these new and better methods. I trustall have
profited to some extent. In addition to the studies formerly pursued in these schools,
there is now instruction given in Physiology, human, animul and vegetable, History
United States, object lessons, writing and drawing Pupils are all expected to be pro-
vided with slates. These they furnish at their own expense. The youngest pupils are
first put to writing the printed hand ; next the seript hand. Before they leave this
grade of schools they will hereafter be able to write a plain and fair hand. They will
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complete a scries of some thirty exercises, Mr. Stetsco’s Primary Exercises, in Drawing.
They will also have svme general knowledge of the functions of the huwan body and
the numcs of the different paits of the structure of animals and of plants. This in
addition to reading, spelling, the elements of geegraphy and arithmetic, and grammar
taught werely in a practical form. :

Last autumn, Mrs. D P. Amies, late of Lewiston, formerly from the Training School
at Oswego, N. Y., gave our Priwary teacters one weel’s instruction in addition to the
week at the Institute. Her metheds of Primary instruction are excellent. She
possesses great power over a cluss of little childreu, and makes the school rovm far more
a pleasant and delightful place for recreation and amusement for the little oues, than of
drudgery and hard tasks. It would be very desirable if all our Primary instructors
could spend a year under the training und instruction of Mrs. Amies. Mrs. A. gave her
methods of teacking reading, arithmetie, geography, &e., and object lessons in form,
color, weight, size, &c.

Superior Primary teachers are now much in demand. Peculiur powers are needed and
large capabilities to teach young chiidren. Cmﬁpara‘tively few have the love, the
knowledge or the capacity to do this work well. Those who can do it well can find
abundant employwent. Fuithful, capable teachers are always wanted Too many appli-
cants "for schools have little appreciation of the work before them. They are not
awarc of the knowledge or truining required to fill well the vocation of teacher. They
are ready to think that any one can become a teacher. There are three requisites to
censtitute a good teacher. 1. One muwt have a love of the profession or occupation,
a love of children and a love of the work of teacking them. 2. One must possess suit-
able kuowledge and training. 3. One must be capable or apt to teach ; must know
how to adapt instruction to the youthful mind. Without these three requisites no one
need expect to become a successful teacher. With them much labor and seif-control
are needed.

During the last year special efforts have been wade to clevate the standard of our
Primary Schools. These schools are the most important, not only from the fact that
more pupils are in them than all the other schools, but because these schools lie at the
foundution of the system of public instruction. The pupil who receives good instruction
here, and forms good babits will reap the benefits through life,

Mere marked improvements are now being made in the methods of Primary instruction
than in auny other classes of schools. The old routine, reading, spelling and numbers,
is receiving important additions Writing, drawing, music, instruetion in geography,
physiology, history, natural history, geometry, physical exercises, &c., properly varied
and interspersed along the hours of the day, make the school room of the present day
very different from that of the olden time

We now need in connection with our High School a normal and training department,
where facilities may be provided for our teachers and graduates of the High Sehool to
become acquainted with the latest and best methods of instruction. Most forget that
teaching is a profession and requires special preparation like every other cceupation or
profession. There isno more reason to expect that a teacher will succeed without special
preparation than that a lawyer or clergyman will be successful without any preparation
in the study of law cor theolegy. Every profession requires special preparation for the
sttainment of eminent suceess, So it is with the profession of the teacher. And when
all, who propose to become teachers, shall act in accordance with this truism, it will be
a better day for our schools, and a better day for onr teachers.

GraMMAR ScHOoLS. During the last year, drawing has been introduced into all the
Grammar Schools ; also History of the United States; some instruction in physiology,
animal and vegetable ; and the practice of writing spelling lessons more generally, and
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attention o composition and the practical study of grammar. Hooker's Child’s Book of
Nature, Miss Youman’s Botany, and Hart’s First Lessons in Composition, have been in
use for general exercises. These books are all found to be vuluable for the younger
pupils,

So many of our children graduate frem the Gremmar Sehools, it is important that the
education furnished at these schools should be more general in its character than it has
been in formor years. To make it so, drawing, book-keeping, large practice in writing,
history, physiology, botany, &c., have been put into these schools. I trust pupils will
hereafter go forth better qualified to enter upon the vavious avecations of life. At least
they have the opportunity of doing so. The cducation which is required of young
people cach year is larger, more general and more varied in its character. Those who
hope for the attainmont of success in lifs, may know that the promise of such success
will be likely to be fuifilled only to the diligent, industrious and capable. They only
have the reliable guaranty.

InteryEDIATE OR RunraL ScHoons. There are two of these schocls in the outskirts
of the city, viz : in Winnsgance and North Bath. They are but partially graded. The
school in Winnegance, under the charge of Miss . F. Weston during the whole year,
has become very much better graded under her efficiont and valuable lnbors.

Miss Weston leaves the schiool at the cluse of the present winter term. She has heen
a constantly improving and suceessful teacher She has brought the seheol into a good
condition., It is orderly, quiet and studious, and there secwns to be no good reaxson why it
should not advance to one of our best schools.  If it continues to make the same progress
as in the last two or three years, it will soon become so.  The pupils scem well disposed
and ambitious to do well.

The school in North Bath was uuder the charge of Miss R. J. Rich till the recess at
Christmas. Under Miss K. the school was in good condition. It was becoming better
classified ; i® was orderly and promised well for the future Miss R tendered her
resignation as teacher at the close of the term, preferring not to teach during the winter
term, when there are more large pupils than in the summer. Mr. T 8. Burns of West
Farmingdale, late from the Normal School at Farmington, was engaged to fill the place
of Miss Iiich. Mr Burns bad just closed his school at Phipsburg Centre, where ho had
met with suceess. Mr. B. kept an excellent school at North Dath. The parents and
children manifested entire approbation of the services rendered by Mr Durns, He
closed his school the middle of March, to return again to Farmington, to complete the
Normal Schocl course of instruction, the present term.

Hica Scuoot. Teachers :—Mr. Galon Allen, Principal. Miss L. T. Moses in charge
of the upper room, occupied by the misses in the school. Mr. James Dike and Miss M.
F. Huston, Assistants, occupying the recitation roows. This school is in a prosperous
condition. It has been doing an excellent work the past year.

Bath may justly have a bigh estimate of her High School, Itis one of the oldest
institutions of the kind in the State. Tt is more-than thirty years since it went into
successful operation. It was established in the place of the Bath Academy, founded in
1805. It has much more than filled the place of the Academy, its predecessor. It
constantly receives pupils from out of the city and at a very low tuition, scarcely more
than the tuition of forty years ago. It furnishes school books even at this low tuition.
It more than fulfils all that was promised at the original endowment of the institution.

. 8. ¥. DIKE, Superintendent.
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SHAPLEIGH.

Most of the schools in town during the past year have been supplied with good and
competent teachers, such teachers at Loast as were well qualified for their positions, and
with few exceptions met with satisfactory results ; and there has been no serious diffi-
culty in any of the districts The majority of the teachers employed were natives of
our own town, some of whom it is justly due to say commenced teaching for the first
time, and we hope if there has been any circumstance connected with either of their
duties as teachers not commendable, they will amend in the future, and never again
attempt to go against the instructions of the Superintending School Committee or law
and sound judgment.

The low wages paid female teachers have compelled some of them to seek more
remunerative employment ; and we may not expect, in the future, to be always able to
secure the services of competent instructors at the mere nominal prices hitherto paid,
A too rigid economy in thls respect may lower the standard of our schools, and prove
more injurious in the end than a judicious liberality at the outset.

The large number of text-bogks—some of them quite valuable, and others compara-
tively worthless—have rendered the labor of the teacher in some of the schools very
cumbersume. As a forcible illustration of this point, in one school in town there were in
use text-books of four different authors in mental arithmetic among seven small children,
all of whom might have been in one class, thus making it more interesting and profitable;
but for the saving of a few pennies the parents withheld from their children the proper books.

The study of geography which has been so sadly neglected, has in some of our schools
taken a new start with pleasing and profitable results. The numerous political changes
throughout the world, the organization of our Territories, and important geographical
discoveries, render the old geographies comparatively worthless for reference or study.
A set of outline maps should be furnizhed in every district. In no way can geography
be so rapidly learned and the knowledge so well retained, as by the study o‘ these maps.
School District No 5 has purchased a set of Camp’s outline maps for the use of their
school, and we hope the example will be followed by other districts in town.

While freely eriticising the relations existing between teacher and scholars, parents
should wot be unmindful of the responsibilities resting upon them. The scholar’s deport-
ment in the school room largely depends upon impressions received at home. It should
be the parent’s aim to impress upon the mind of the child the importance of a punctual
and regular attendance, and the necescity of a cheerful and willing obedience to the
reasonable regulafions of the school. Let parents encourage studious habits, and
frequently remind their children of the great benefits to be derived from a good edu-
cation. Let them manifest a practical interest by visiting the schools, especially on
examination day. The scholars will be inspired with renewed energy when they know
that their parents are intcrested in their progress.

There is an evil in most of our schools which we feel constrained to mention, and that
Ais the too rapid advancement of scholars The idea seems to be, that to go over the
ground, is all that is required Not so. The scholar who goes further than he under-
stands, or is fitted for, loses more than he gains. Progress is to be measured, not by the
number of pages skimmed over, but by the number of ideas fixed. We hazard nothing
in saying that, with few exceptions, all our scholars are reading in books one grade
above where they should. A scholar who should read in the Third reader is put in the
Fourth, his progress is necessarily slower than it would be in the class where he belongs.
We would, therefore, earnestly caution parents against patting their scholars too far -
along. This evil is a great and growing one, and unless soon corrected will require the
unpleasant interference of the Committee to put them back where they belong.

E. W. BODWELL, Chairman 8. S. Committee.
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KENDUSKEAG.

Absence from school on the part of the scholars, detracts greatly from the usefulness
of our schools, about one-half of the scholars deriving little or no benefit from of them.
We find the attendance at school averages only forty-three per cent. of scholars in this
town. As far as regards absenteeism, the money expended for schools may be said to be
without results. Eight hundred and seventy-three dollars expended for schools in town
each year will educate all the scholars as well as one-half of them, it costing just as
much to keep the scholars eway from school as at school; there is, therefore, a clear
substantial loss to the town of four hundred and thirty-six dollars, it amounting to
about the same thing as expending four hundred and thirty-six dollars to educate half
the children, and the same sum to bring up the other half in ignorance. While the
laws do not compel the atteadance of scholars some portion of their years, there appears
to be no remedy for this but an enlightened public sentiment and more faithfulness on
the part of parents towards their children. *

Tardiness is an evil almost as great as absence of scholars. There is much of this
evil to be remedied. The habit is a very bad one. Every scholar should be impressed
with the fact that such a habit, when thoroughly engrafted, is likely to cling to them
for life, interfering with their success in all things Promptness to appointments—
promptness in every duby, is necessary to the highest success, and the habit of punctu-
ality should be fully established in youth. Again, our schools are affected unfavorably
by scholars leaving school a few days, and even weeks, before the close of the term;
this in many, if not in most cases, is unnecessary. Its effect upon the scholar as well ag
the school, ig very bad, and parents should see to it that their children do not withdraw
from school before the close of the term, except from most imperative reasons.

All our schools are deficient in apparatus necessary to facilitate instruction; with the
single exception of a few outline maps in one school-room, there is no apparatus at all.
The labors' of a teacher would be worth much more in any school-room provided with
suitable apparatus than they are or can be without it. More instruction could be im-
ported in gix or seven weeks by such aid than in eight weeks without it, so that schools
are great losers by the neglect to furnish it.

The school-hcuses in town are in good order. The house in Dist. No. 6, was thoroughly
repaired last summer, and it has been respected by the scholars, who have kept it in
a good, cleanly state. In Dist. No, 7, by the personal efforts of E. F. Crane, Esq., aided
by some ladies in the district, the school-room was papered and otherwise neatly fitted
at a trifling expense . '

Uniformity of text-books has been obtained in the town, and the schools exhibit the
advaniage thereof. Classification has been secured to greater extent than formerly.

There are three and a half districts in town and two if not two and a half too many.
The town is well situated to merge all the districts into one, thus giving equal privileges
to all the scholars in town. Then three or four primary or mixed schools, and & high
school, free to all the scholars of the town qualified by their attainments for it, all of
equal length, could be maintained. This would cost nothing more than the present
system of districts, and none would be losers while many would be gainers. Or, if the
present system of distriets be continued, it is to be recommended that the town furnish
the instruction, and equally to all the schools, with the privilege for all qualified scholars
to attend the High School.

It will be seen from this report, that a scholar living in Dist. No. 1 has the right and
opportunity to attend school twenty-eight weeks, while a scholar in No. 7 can attend
sohool but just half that time; and in No. 6, but fifteen weeks, though his parents are
equally taxed for the support of all the schools. This is neither right nor just. All the
schools are supported by the town—are town schools, and should be administered
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impartially. There is not one valid reason why the town should give to any scholars
greater privileges than to others. No part of the comiunity would bs patient under
the infliction of such a wrong in relation to any other interest. Ts it that parents do
not care as long as it is only their children who suffer? A family moving into town
have an equal right to school privileges with the rest of the town; but under the pressnt
system of apportioning the school moneys among the several distriets, to a family
which has children to be educated, a hotwe in Dist. No. 1 is worth double for this purpose,
even though it be no better than a home in Dist. No. 7. The custom of setting off
parts of the town into separate schoel distriets, and saying that the scholars in cne
district may have twenty-eight weeks instruction, in ancther twenty, in another ten, in
another perhaps only three weoks, is franght with the greatest injustice and wrong; and
it is a great wonder thut a sensibis people ever endured such a wrong without a murmer
or complaint However a town may be divided into school districts, the scholars’ equal
rights and privileges should be scrupulously preserved. And no number of men by
gotting their estates set off from ons distriet to avother should be able to dimianish the
privilege of one district and increxse that o the other, Eqnal rights and aqual privi-
leges for all the children of the town, should bo the watchword, till the present iujustice
everywhere in tho State gives way.

We do not hesitate to counsel all citizens not to submit patiently, while the town
virtually and actaally says to thewm, if you live in oo part of the town you shall have
the greatest privileges for your chiidren, but if you live in another part of the town
those privileges shall be diminished cne-half or three-fourths, though yeur taxes will
not be diminished at all. As it now stands, a family in one district, paying no taxes
other than a poll tax, with ten or filteen children, if there be so many in the farmily, to
school twenty-cight weeks, while in an adjoining district, one who is taxed $1060 or $200,
with only one scholar to send to school, can send it but fourteen weeks. So that one
family paying nothing for the support of sehools, would bave 280 or 320 weeks’ ivstrue-
tion, and the family that is taxed however largely, has but fourteen weeks, only half as
much as one scholar of the ten or fifteen. Surely such an injustice is most transpareat.

While any partiality or injustice is thus done, the people have a right to complain;
and if tifey do not cowmplain, they ought to bs induced to complain; and while property
is justly made to support the schocls the tax-payers have a right to complain if their
school taxes are used in such a way as to give to some scholars much greater privileges
and instruction than others. Acvother aspect of this matter is, that the town has no
just right to raise by tax twice as much money to educate my children as it does yourss
yet this is what it substantially does under the present system. Just as soon as the
voters can discern the right in these matters, it is believed that justice will be done to

all and the schools greatly improved.
R. BLACKER,
C. H. SLEEPER, §S 8. Committee.
CROSBY CLEMENTS,

(R

SCARBOROUGH.

In conclusion, we congratulate the citizens of our town upon the general prosperity of
our schools during the past year. In no instance has difficulty arisen to seriously mar
the harmony existing between parents, teachers or scholars. Your agents have been in
most cases very successful in procuring competent and experienced teachers, and the
improvement in nearly all the schools has been good. Yet we would not have you think
your schools as good as they can be, or as good as they ought to be. There are many
serious obstacles in the way, but the greatest and worst evil is irregular attendance;
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and this evil, in most cases, the resuls of thoughtlessness on the part of parests, for
there are in our town but few parents who are not abie to spare their children during
the short terms of cur schools. Cuuld you individually take the twenty registers of our
sehools, and sec the want of attendar®e and learn the source of annoyance to your
teachers, and the great injury to your schools, you would then see that your money is
not spent to the best udvantage., This is the greatest difficulty we have to contend
with; neither your committee nor teachers can remove it. It remains with the patents
to say whether it shall cease or not.  When the parent says to the scholar, go to school,
and see that they do go, the evil will ccase; until then, we must endure i, 'We have
in previous reports urged upoun parents to pay an cccasional visit to their schools, and
we are happy to spy that in no year have teachers’ registers shown so many visits from
citizeus as during the past year, and we hope these visits may continue to inerease. —
The school-room is always open te reccive you. The teacher is employed to do your
maost important work, and it is your privilege and duty to kncw how he is doing it.

In our list of school books there has been uno change, and we hope for the present
that this Iist will not be disturbed, either by the State or town. We beg leave to sug-
gest, however, to those purents who are really interested in the ednocation of their
children, that no young American be allowed to remain ignorant of the history of his
own ceuatry; and furthermore, scme good degree of acquaintance with the laws of
health, and with the internal structure and organs of the human body, the knowledge
of which weuld become of great practical value to every one who yroperly cares for his
own body. And we would also recomnmend to those parents whose children have mastered
their ‘“third readers,” that instead of pm‘chéxsing the fuurth and fifth readers, furnish
them sowe good school-history cf the United States, or some book on Natural History
like ¢ Hooker’s Child’s Book of Nature.” Fither of theso will be found not only all
that is desirable us a reading book, bat beyond that, a source of most desirable infor-
wmation. We regard this suggestion and recommendatior as worthy of your earnest and
practical attention.

Fellow-citizens: Tn closing our report, permit us to express a hope that you will give
our schools a generous and hearty sapport and co-operation, in all measures needed to
furnish cur children, who are socn to £1} cur places, with a thorough, practical educa-
tion, aud it will ever be to them a source of wealth, prosperity and happiness.

GRANVILLE McKENNEY,

ROBERT McLAUGHLIN, ;S 8. Commitses.

OTISFIELD

We are aware that this report is aiready assuming mighty proportions, and yet we
should consider it incomplete did we not say something further. There have been some
encouraging features noticed in our schocls this year—a gain of six per cent. in attend-
ance over the former year should give us courage. It is a step in the right direction ;
and we hope no ¢ compulsory law” will be needed to bring the children of this town
beneath the sheltering walls of our school-houses during the sessions of the schools.—
QOur teachers have, in many instances, by their good deportment and skillful manage-
ment of their school, proved themselves worthy of their high vocation. The parents
have shown some interest in the welfare of the schools, also, for which, many thanks.
But we must not rest satisfied with our present standing ; the hill of science is nearly as
difficult of ascent as ever ; and they who would make the journey with the summit in
view, will find its rugged paths beset with very many obstacles. True, some flowers
grow by the wayside, and cooling streams invite the passers-by to bathe their tired
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1limbs and cool their aching and feverish brows ; but if we are true to ourselves and to
those committed to us, it should be our purpose to plant more flowers, and to remove as
far as consistent the stones and stumps and debris scattered along the route which block
the wheels of progress, and in every possible Why we should seek to beautify and em-
bellish the way. The perpetuity of our free institutions, both civil and religious, depend
in a large degree upon the education and intelligence of the masses. Deprive the noxt
generation of all privileges of education- and what deplorable results would follow.—
But we forbear to enumerate the many ills that follow in the train of ignorance. We
foel confident that you will be liberal in your appropriations for the support of the
schools the coming year. It was false economy in raising so small a sum last year, and
had it not been for back money due the districts, in several cases the schools would still
have been shorter than they were. As it was, in three of the districts in town, we have
had but one term of school, and in others the schools have been very short, as for in-
stance, in No. 1, only fifteen weeks of school for the year. It is now almost universally
the case that the board of the teacher is taken out of the school money ; a fact not taken
into sccount by many. This item alone consumes nearly one-third of our money raised ;
besides, considerable is expended for fuel and repairs. But, some one says, why do you
not hire your teachers cheaper? We reply that many of the towns are now paying
more wages than we do, for teachers of no better qualifications, and that if we do not
adopt a liberal policy towards them we shall most certainly fail to secure good material,
and thus the standard which by every exertion we have sought to raise, will surely be
brought, down.

Our ScrooL Houses. In contemplating the condition of our district pens, or prisons,
or school-houses if you please to call them such, especially the interior, we are forcibly
reminded of what the poet says of vice. Instead of vice we will substitute the words
¢ our school-houses ;” it may not be so euphonious, but we think quite as truthful. It
will then read : —

¢ Our school-houses are of so frightful mien,
That to be hated need only to be seen.”

Yet, nevertheless, you send your offspring—the dearest treasures you possess—bone of
your bone, and flesh of your flesh, to these same places of torment ; expecting as a
matter of course that you have done your duty, and that in process of time they will
come forth fully developed in mind and body and able to startle the world by their pro-
found wisdom, We say you send your children to such schools. Yes, and we expect
you will continue to send them as long as you remain jn the flesh—suffering as they
most necessarily do the many inconveniences and positive dangers which arise from
breathing the vitiated and impure air of small, ill-ventilated school-rooms, with seats
totally unfit for their accommodation. You sometimes make the remark that your chil-
dren are getting tired of going to school, and that it does not agree with them, they look
thin and pale, you are afraid they study too hard, it may be, or that the walk to and
from school is wearing them down ; but oh, inconsiderate man, you seldom if ever
attribute it to the right cause. May the day be speedily ushered in when your bitherto
closed eyes shall be opened, that you may be able to discern between right and wrong.

Uniroruity 1IN TExT-Books. In some of the schools we find a lack of books, and
what there are, by a variety of authors. There are four or five kinds of geographies,
and about as many in grammar, in use in town. This is altogether wrong ; it causes a
needless waste of the teacher’s time ; and not only this, it is well understood that it is
much harder to get up and maintain an interest in small than in large classes ; but it
has seemed advisable by your Committee to wait and see what might be done by the
State towards adopting a uniform system, and by what methods they would farnish their
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books to towns. The law provides that the Committee shall direct the course of in-
struction and say what books shall be used, but the cases are numerous where the
parent, and even the little child, do this, virtually. They often bring books to use
which are altogether beyond their capaoicy, but they have them on hand, bought up
years before, perhaps, for some older member of the family, so of course the teacher
must allow them to be msed rather than to make a disturbance. We have now spoken of
some of the prominent evils or obstacles—as we view the matter—that exist and that
impede our onward and upward progress. We have endeavored to do so in a plain, con-
cise manner, intending to assume no false positicn, and to studiously avoid all rhetorical
flourish, Wherein we have been truthful, receive into good and honest hearts.
A. F. NUTTING,

SILAS MORTON, 8. 8. Committee.
H. M. SYLVESTER,

ELIOT.

In submitting this report, we are glad to be able to say, that with one or two excep-
tions, the several district schools in this town are in a healthy and flourishing condition,
and that ¢ enerally these institutions are advancing to a better and higher standard.

An enlightened public sentiment in favor of advancing their usefulness is, we think,
steadily on the increase. It is becoming more and more apparent, that to them the
great mass of the people are to look for instruction to their children, in those elements
of knowledge which will render them more capable and efficient as citizens, in appre-
ciating, preserving and perpetuating to posterity, the inestimable blessings of civil and
religious rights and privileges, which have been handed dewn to them from their ances-
tors, and which are to be guarded on the one hand from anarchy, and the other from
despotism.

These institutions may be fitly termed the Universities of the people, where they are
to be educated as well to respect the rights of others, as also to understand and protect
their own. And the State has justly exercised its authority in appropriating taxes,
levied on property, to educate the whole people, on whom its stability and freedom must
depend., But, it may be asked, what is education? The answer is, not the getting by
rote set forms of words and phrases which, parrot like, are to be repeated, but which
may be altogether barren of intellectual fruit; not merely the storing of the memory
with information of facts; but an education which looks to the well proportioned
development of man’s physical, intellectual and moral capacities, and which sends him
forth into the conflicts of life with a soind mind in a sound body

The exercises incident to the sports of the young, and the activities to which by
natural instinet they are constantly prompted, needs but a judicious care and oversight
to be made to subserve and insure the first. Bui intellectual training and moral eulture
are so interwoven and blended that to insure these, nothing can supply the place of the
enlightened, conscienticus and living instructor, who is to be the constant ideal and
model before his pupils, of justice, humanity and intelligence. Training, thus ad-
ministered, fosters and counfirws all virtuous dispositions, while it checks and eradicates
all unworthy propensities. Who is qualified for such service? The great want of the
times is an ample supply of the right kind of teachers, possessing the requisite natural
and acquired abilities for such work. This great want is felt to be the chief obstacle at
the present time, in the way of the immediate advancement to a higher position in the
seale of usefulness and excellence of the common schools of this country. The pursuit
or profession of teacher has hitherto been too much underrated ; and while large
expenditures of public money have been made, and great talents employed to instruot
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men in the means of destruction, such as military and naval arts, not much attention
has been bestowed on the needs of the public in this direction.

It has been thought that any person possessing the ordinary attainments, in regard to
those studies required by law to be taught h common schools, together with the certifi-
cate of good moral character, was all that was needed to be a teacher of youth, or an
instruetor in those schools where, if at all, the great mass of the people are to be edu-
cated, DBut the inquiries and attention which have of late been directed to this subject,
will, it is hoped, in a few years, vlace & just cstimate on a profession which is second to
none in importance, in the benefits which it secures to the masses of the people, upon
whoso intelligence and integrity the whole fabrie ¢f sceiety axrd government depends for
its safety and security-

To supply the demand for a more efficient corps of instructers for the eommon schools,
this State has within a few years adopted a policy ¢f endowing Normal Schools, which
have for their object the special education of those pos
to beceme teachers, and we have reason to hope that within a few years the eondition of
these schools will, from a better supply of teachers, be very much iraproved.

The times are auspicious for the advancement of these institutions, and it should be
a scurce of just pride and pleasure for each town to see to it that the schools in their
own midst should not fall behind those in other parts of the commonwealth.

Louvking to the welfare and steady advancement of these schools, we would respectfally
urgo that too much care cannot he exercised in the selection of the best tcachers to be

sessing the natural endowments

found—and to secure the best rosults efter the selectinn. we would also urge a more
watchful and cheerful co-operation on the part of all who fecl an interest in their

prosperity and success.
RICHARD COLE,
HORACE PAI{KER,%S 8. Committee.
: ¢. H. GUPTILL,

DEXTER.

Younr Committee are bappy to report the general charzeter of the schools in town for
the muvicipal year now closed, such as to justify the assurance that the money appro-
priated to their support has been profitably expended.

There have been a summer term and winter term of cach of seventeen schools, and the
customary fall term of the six schools in the village. The summer schools were very
generally satisfactory, and a fair proportion of them excellent. The winter terms,
although in the aggregate regarded as superior in point of excellence to those of the
summer, were yet not so universally successful, for the only entire failures occurred in
the winter,

We are unable to make a statistical report of all the schools—the amount of schooling
in each distrigt, the average length of schocls, average attendance of scholars, &e , by
reason of the failure of teachers to return their registers as required by law. We have
invariably requested teachers to return their registers to us at the close of their schools,
yet for the forty blanks which we have issued to as many schocls, we have received
twenty-four registers. -This is a matter of which the Committee have no control 3 and
we respeetfully suggest to the munieipal officers in future the necessity of holding
teachers strictly to their legal obligations in this respeet, by withholding their pay till
satisfactorily assured that their registers, ¢¢ properly filled up, completed and signed,”
have been left with the Committee, or with some person designated by them to receive
the same. .

We reccgnize very satisfactory improvement in our schools generally, andl in one im-
portant point we think them superior to those of former years; the instruction they
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have received has not been merely theoretical and superficial, but more thorough and
practical than heratcfore. .
Dader existing circumstacces, our school money is very unequally divided amongst
the several districts, and of course the advantages of schooling very unequally eﬁjojed,
in eopsegnence of the great disparity in numbers of the ccholars comprised within the
different districts, some schocls receiving twenty-six weeks schooling in the year, while
others gat but from twelve to fourtsen weeks. This inequality is a sore evil, to remedy
whicl it does seem thab scme weasare shuuld be adopted  The evil compiuined of may
be in some measure mitignted by revising the distriets, changing the boundiries of
districts where it may be deemed expedient, and consolidating distriets—tihus reducing

the number, when it shall be found practicable ; hut the better measure unquestionably
is, to abolish the district system altogether. giving the town the ownership of all the
sechool preperty, and the macagement of all the schonl affairs of the town. The town
might then equalize the berefits of the school money by uniformity in amount of school-
ing in tho different cectioss, and in more suitable school-honses than are now found in
soversl distriets, wixich ¢ were a consummation devoutly to be wished,” in view of those
unsightly and nneomfortable strnctures which in some distriets serve as substitutes for
schooi-houses. Eome distriets have, within the year, done something by way of repairs,
to render their schosel-houses mors tolerable, but yet a few remain which should be
subjected to 2 renovating process to render them convenient or even comfortable, while
yet another few ought speedily to give place to suceessors, more in accordance with the
spirit of the times and the demand of attendant circumstunees, Sueh, for iastance, is
that in District No. 5. Tt is reolly astonishing that the shrewd and thrifty farmers of
that distriet, the amount ¢f whose taxable praperty excseds by more tharn ten thonsand
dollars that of any otier rural district in town, should so long suffer their beautiful
Iandscape to be marred by that shabby hovel, which zcarce a man of themn would tolerate
on his own prerises, even as a shslter for his cattle. Tt is gratifying to note, in the
elegant and commcdious L :ildings on the splendid farms in that neighborhood, evidence
of the material thrift and enterprise of the owners, but one can but recoguize in that
old tumble-dowa schocl-house a sad cuminentary o their really intellectual and moral
advancement. It is to be esrnestly hoped that the geod people of that distriet will take
euriy weasures to provide o school-hcuse worthy of thernselves, and atiractive tu the
children who chall resort to it for their education. When parents shali cume to regard
the well-teing of their children, with reference te the school-house and its appurterances,
as carefully as they do their homs circumnstances and surroundings, they will realize
better returns than they now reccive from the money expended cu their educatinon —
Will parents think of thess things?
JOSEPH SANBOR

LUBEC.

It is admitted cn all hands that the subject of edpeativa and the interests of vur
commer sehools, are vory closaly related to the weliars of the body politic. Theoreti-
cally, we all ackncwledge, that ¢<’tis education forins the commmon mind, and that just
ag the twig is hent the treo’s inelined ”

But pructically we coutent curselves with raisivg the amount of weney required by
law, employing teachers, and then Jeavs the instituticn to take care of itself. Trye, it
may be suid, that it i3 tho duty of the committes to see that the schools are properly
managed; and so it 2 to a certain extent. But whea we remewber how restive our
pevple aro ucder the exereise of authority, it will at once be =zen that the committeo
can do but little to effect any changs, unless sustained by the foreo of public opinien.—
Thus we are naturally led to the conelusion that the parents themselves, especially those
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who form and direct public sentiment, should take a personal interest in the practical
working of the cowmon school system, and co-operate with the committee in every
practicable endeavor to increase the success and efficiency of the publie school; for the
common school is the people’s college, in which the great mase graduate. It is not so
much from a lack of interest in the school oun the part of parents, as from a mistaken
eonviction that they are not competent to judge whether the teacher is faithful in the
discharge of his duty. They are not slow to complain when anything occurs out of the
ordinary course of events, and are not always careful to inquire whether they have any
Jjust cause of complaint. In justice to our teachers, it can doubtless be said with truth,
that, as a class, there are no public servants, so lJittle under the supervision of their
employers, that are so faithful and conscientious in the discharge of the trust committed
to them.

It is the opinion of your committee, that our schools are in better condition than they
were last year, and that we should not suffer in com:parison with other towns of equal
means and facilities. I think it fully establiched that our native teachers are equal to
any that we have ever imported. The demand for good teachers is largely in excess of
the supply, and we need continual accessions to our teaching force; aad it becomes those
already in the field to burnish anew the weapons of their warfare, which is both spirit-
ual and intellectual; and those who aspire to the honors of educators, to equip themselves
thoroughly for the contest, that they may not bé distanced in the race, and may show
themselves workmon that need not be ashamed.

Notwithstanding we have spoken favorably of our schools, still there is abundant
room for improvement; and we ought in duty to ourselves and the rising gencration, to
undertake at once the much needed reform. The same principles that guide us in our
business pursuits can be safely and prfofitably applied to our educational system. That
is, to endeavor to secure the greatest possible return from the least outlay; or, in other
words, to make the most of the meauns at our command.

Every well-informed teacher will tell you that & very large percentago of our school
money is actually wasted, because the scholars fail to attend the schools and avail them-
selves of its benefits, thereby working a double injury, lesing its advantages themselves,
and by their absence and pernicious example greatly hindering the success of those whao
do attend. In many districts tardiness and irregularity of attendance have becomo
chronic. Such a state of things will greatly impair if not whelly neutralize the labors
of the most eflficient and competent teacher. The remedy for this evil lies almost
entirely with parents and guardians. The province of the committee is mainly advisory.
If every parent would make it his business to see that his children are in school and at
the proper time, the evil would be speedily removed. We therefore especially urge
upon all thoughtful parents the importance of using their influence to secure a better
attendance at school.

Tndeed, so wide-spread is this evil, that a ®rovg effort was made in the Legislature to
procure the passage of a law providing for compulsory attendance. We are not sorry the
bill did not pass, as it would seem to confiict with the genius and spirit of our free
schoo) system, which i purely voluntary. Still the question remains; and will ere long
go force itself upon the attention of the people as to require a practical solution,
whether scholars have the right to absent themselves, or whether parents have the right
to deprive their children of the inalienable right to a sufficient edueation to qualify them
for the intelligent discharge of the duties of citizenship. As every citiZen is legally
eligible to any and all the places of honor and responsibility in the gifts of the people ;
so is every child entitled to the privilege and opportunity to fit himself for the proper
performance of the duties incumbent on him as a prospective elector.
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We have thus gentlemen, given ycu figures enough, taken from the teachers’ registers,
to show that there is a ruinous waste of priceless time and hard-earned money. Now,
the wonder is not that so little is accomplished, but that so much is achieved under con-
ditions so impropitious We cannot aseribe the fault to teachers, for they would much
prefer to have it otherwise. Shall we go on in the old ruts, or shall we take a new
departure? With you, parents, rests the solution of these momentous questions. What
individual would employ a man to work for him, and expect him to earn his wuges with-
out furnishing him the materials on which to exercise his skill? How fuwitile then to
expect the teacher, be he ever so skilled or enthusiastie, to mould and fashion those not
under his control. If we act wisely in this matter, the benediction of those to whom
we bequeath the priceless heritage of wisdcm and knowledge, will be our rich reward ;
but if we fail or falter, curses deep, if not loud, shall be our parting salutation, as we
take our silent places in that innumerable caravan that moves to the pale realms of
shade. G. W. PEAVY, For S. S. Committee.

HARTLAND. .
Having thus briefly given an account of the schools in the several districts for the past
school year, we are impressed with the importance of making some further remarks in,

relation to our common school system, and school government, in order that parents as.
well as scholars may realize the great responsibilities resting uwpon them. It isvery:

important that every parent, as well as scholar, should understand the priceiples upon
which school government is founded. During the past year, gecd order and discipline
have generally prevailed in our schools. Insubordination will very rarely oceur in a
school when the principles which underlie school discipline are generslly understood by
parents and scholars. Every intelligent person Knows that laws are made to proteet the
innocent and punish the guilty ; and every person who respects and loves the govern-
ment under which he lives, will respect and obey the laws, and, when called upor, will

belp cxecutésthose laws to the best of his ability. This country is often called the land .

of liberty, and so it is, but at the same time it is not liberty run mad, but thas
wholesome kied of likerty which is restrained and v

iated by law  In all forms of
government, whether monarchical, republican or otherwise, there must be an executive
head, a central power somewhere, or government, as sueh, must cease to exist, and

anarchy and chaos would soon take the place of good order and goud government. We .

refer to this to show that the same principle of government exists in the cchocl us in the

State. The school has often been called a little Republic, and this is really so in thias .

country, The people in the district choose the agent (or elector,) and the agent chooses
or selects o teachor. The scholars are considered the subjects, and the teacher the gover-
por. It is Ais provinece to command, and the scholar’s duty to obey. When children
leave their homes aud assemble in the school-room, the authority of the parent is trans-

ferred to the teachor. This s a principle of common law, and in the absence of any law in:

our stotutes to the contrary, is all the authority we need upon the subject. Xt isa well-
settled and acknmowledged fact that parents have a lawful as well as a moral right to
punish disobedient children, and inasmuch as the teacher, while in the school-room, has
the same rights, so far as governwent is concerned, that parents have, it is astonishing

thay the false and pernicione doctrine—that n teacher has no right to enforee obedience—

should bave ever gaiped lodgment in any mind. This idea, which is too frequently
expressed in the presence of the young, is completely calculated to vnnerve the arm of
the teacher, and poison the minds of our youth, thereby rendering them disobedient and
lawless citizens, as well as uﬁruly and rebellious scholars. Every child in the land and
world ought to be taught to render due obedience to all rightful authority, whether that authority
be vested in a parent, teacher or governor.

11
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Burlawaqui, in his ¢ Principles of Political Law,” says that ¢ children are the hope
and strength of a nation.” This is an important fact. From the children of to-day,
must come the men and wcmen of to-wmorrow, and vpon us, as parenis, in a great
measure, depends their future standing in society, and their influence upon the world,
Let us remember that :

¢ The child that is used to eonstraint, feareth not, more than he loveth ;
But give thy son kis way, he will hate thee and secorn thee together.”

If we erect buildings, we always want sound timber, and seek for such. Iow much
more important is the building up of society and governwment, than the erection of any
edifice that ever adorped the land, or added to the comfort and convenicnce of man-
kind. Let us then, iu doing this, seek to grow sound timber, that such may be used in
every department of life, and especially in high responsible positions, where the strain
upon the intellectual and moral forces may be the greatest. Under cur form of govern-
ment, every person is a component part of the civil and political structure, aud in
propertion to the souundness of its several parts, is its strength, and in proportioun to the
rottenness of its several parts, is its weakness, We should not so frequently hear and
read of eorruption, fraud and defsleations in high places, if these men, when beys, had
received the proper training. We need faitkfl, honest men everywhere, and especially
do we need them in positions of responsibility and tiust. Let us then a8 parents and
citizens, endeavor to instill into our children and youth, suck principles as will make
them soutd timbers in the social and political fabric which our fatbers have traxsmitted
to us for our care and protection, .

As we before said, there has been but little complaint the past year in relation to the
government of our schools, and although we believe the time to abolish corporal punish-
ment has not yet arrived, yet we do believe that such punishment would seldom be
necessary, if parents would co-operate with the teacher ; but when scholars are taught
at home thnt the teacher has not the right to enforce obedience, they will assume an air
of defiance, and treat the teacher’s orders and requests with indifference ahd contempt,
thereby causing much annoyance and trouble which might be avoided by more reason-
able and wholesome instructions at home. And this is not the worst feature in thé case—
the scholar will be quite likely, if such poisonous ideas are constantly iastilled into his
young mind, to become an evil instead of a blessing to society.

The first and last lesson for children to learn, whether at home cr in the sehool-rcom,
is implicit and unconditional obedience.

Our teachers are generally well versed in the ordinary branches required in our common
schools, but the great deficiency is in general information. Every teacher should have a
thorough knowledge of the Listory of his country and the current news of the day, and of
the general principles of the republican form of government under which we tive. The
teacher should be thoroughly imbued with correct svund moral principles, that he may,
as the statutes require, ¢ impress on the miunds of the youth committed tv his eare and
instruction, the principles of morality and justice, and a sacred regard for truth, love of
country, humanity and a universal benevolence ; sobriety, industry and frugality ;
chastity, moderation and temperance ; and all other virtues which are the ornaments of
society ; and to lend theose under his care, as their ages and capacities admit, into a
particular understanding of the tendeney of such virtues to preserve and perfect a
republican constitution, and secure the blessings of liberty, and promote their future
happiness ; and the tendency of the opposite viess to slavery, degradation and ruin ”

We have taken pains to quote this portion of the law of the State in relation to the
duty of instructors, from the fact that we fear many teachers, judging from appearanees,
are not only not aware of the requirements of the law, but are wholly oblivious to its
transcendent importance.
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As many school agents are remiss in duty we have thought an allusion to them might
be necessary. It is the duty of the school agent ¢ to return to the municipal officers,
prior to the expiration of his term of office, an account of his official expenditures, with
the necessary vouchers therefor ;” ¢“to return to the Assessors in the month of April,
snnually, a certified list of children in his district between four and twenty-ono years of
age, as they existed on the first day of said month—exclusive of those coming from other
places, where they belong, to attend amy college or academy, or to Iabor in any factory
therein.” Also ‘¢ to return to the 8 8. Committee in the month of April, avnually, a
certified list of the names and ages of all persons in his distriet, from four to twenty-one
years of age, as they existed on the first day of said month, leaving out of said enumer-
ation all persons coming from other places to attend any college or academy, or to labor
in any factory or at any manufacturing or other business.” Agents should engage
teachers in good season, and hire the best to be bad. Hire good wide-uwake teachers if
you can possibly find them ; at any rate do the very best you can, avd never ask the
Committee to ¢ reconsider ” as is the custom in some towns, (but of course not in this,)
on the ground that ¢ your school is backward and dnybody can teach it.” This is just
the trouble with many schocls, and as long as agents continue this policy, and the S. 8.
Committee falls in with it, just so long *anybedy” will answer the purpose in such dis-
tricts. Take good care of scheol property of all kinds, and see to it that the teacher
does the same. No scholar should be allowed to injure the school-house, break glass, or
in any other way disfigure the school-room, without being called upon immediately to
restore all thinge, and this call should not only be made, but promptly and rigidly
enforced. We think it would be well ““to put it in the bond” when biring a teacher,
that he shall be responsible for all damages done to the school-house, and then self-
interest will prompt him to see that the real offender makes good all damages,

In order that the Committee may perferm their duties, and at the proper time, we
again urge agents to be more pasticular to give notice when schools will begin, close,
&o. Again, agents should be particularly careful before winter sehools to see that all
necessary repairs are made to the school-house ; see that blackhoards are painted,
(when needed,) where there are auny, and new ones furnished when there are none.
Much injary is done many schools by a ncglect of those things by the agent. We are
pleased to inform you that the citizens of District No. 2 are making all the necessary
preparations for a new school-house the coming summer. The scholars in this distriet
certainly deserve better accommodations than they have had for years past, and will
undoubtedly rejoice to know that their future prospects are brightening. There are
other districts that ought to follow the example of No 2, but so much has been said
upon this subject in past reports that we forbear to make further remarks about it.

Mention has been made by some of the citizens in District No. 1 of making an effort
to establish in conncetion with the Academy what may properly be termed a Union High
School. By this arrangement it is thought that four terms per year of ten weeks each
‘may be had where we now have but two terms of the same length. We are free to say,
after a careful consideration of the subject, that this plan meets with our hearty ap-
proval, for we have lung felt some such arrangement should be nade in this distriet. —
More than four hundred dollars of the school money are annually distributed to this
distriet, while the amount received from other sources swells the aggregate to more than
five hundred dollars. Now, we do believe that this sum, in cornection with the income
from the Academy fund, together with what would be received from tuitions, would be
sufficient to procure & gooed teacher by the year, with such assistants as he might netd in
conrection with the Primary Schools. We earnestly recommend this matter to the care-
ful consideration of every inhabitant of District No. 1, believing that a consummation
of this plan will prove incalculable benefit to your scholars.
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The change last year froma S. S. Committee to a Supervisor was made with the design
of lessening the expenses of superintending our schools. That you may know the
results, we give you the following figures. Last year the expense of superintending our
schools was five dollars for each term ; this year the expense has been four dollars for
each term, and there having been eighteen terms of school the past year, the amount
saved is eighteen dollars. A

In closing, we again most earnestly urge parents to co-operate with teachers in their
arduous labors., Upon parents depends the moral training of the youth. Let us
remember *¢’t is moral grandeur makes the mighty man,” and that ¢ virtue, not rolling
suns, the mind matures,” and ever bear in mind that—

¢¢ Cbaracter groweth day by day, and all things aid it in unfolding ;
Scratch the green rind of a sapling, or wantonly twist it in the soil,
The scarred and crooked cak will tell of thee for centuries to come.”

LUTHER H. WEBB, Supervisor.

WHITNEYVILLE,

School government, like all other good government, is based upon three things or
priceiples, viz: 1st, the object of government; 2d, the laws and regulations to bring
about its design; and third, the administration of government. Now let us apply these
to a school. Tho objeet of school government as established by law, both statute and
common, is simply this: ¢ Right as a law of conduct, and progress as a rule of action;
obedience for moral good—good lessons for intellectual good.” These might with a great
deal of propriety be styled the constitution of school government. All laws and regula-
tions of course must be based upon the constitution and agree with it, or be unconsti-
tutional  Any rule unconstitutional and not for the moral and intellectual growth of
the scholars, helps defeat the operation of government. But any rule or regulation for
the benefit and advancement of a scholar, makes the power of government; and every
such rule made by a teacher should be kindly, faithfully and respectfully obeyed by
every scholar in schoul, young and old, high and low, male and female. That these
bases and rules constitute the true genius of school government, we think no one can
«deny. Who is to execute it? Law and usage always did and do now constitute the
teacher both law-maker and executor; and with the qualification that human nature
gives to school law, a determination not to be driven, demands that government be
kindly, faithfully and fully executed. A teacher that does not found the regulations
of his school upon these principles, comes short of duty, and what is demanded of him
by the public good. A committee may sometimes, by request of teacher, make rules
and provide for their execution; but generally speaking a committee is to be called upon
only in cases of actual rebellion that a teacher has not the ability to quell. Sometimes
schools are unwieldly, as in case of Miss Willey’s, where the whole number registored
was one hundred and nine. For this, we think, a teacher is not accountable. Nor do
we consider the committee reprehensible. .

ATrENDANCE. The whole number of scholars in attendance through the year has
been small compared with the number we have in town, while the average has been
considerable smaller. The whole number attending through the year in the Primary
school was 257; average number, 233. Whole number attending Grammar school, 165;
average, 130. In the summer term of Primary and Grammar schools only 50 per cent.
of the whole number of scholars in town were registered, and the average was little less
than 43 per cent. In the fall terms there was a little larger number registered; only
52 per cent. were then registered, the average being higher than at previous times
reached, 46 per cent. In the winter terms, when, generally speaking, it is expected
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that every scholar attends school, the number registered was less than 75 per cent. and
average only 60 per cent. It is evident from this data that but a small proportion of
our scholars attend schocl who should. Where the fault lies we will not say, but leave
it to you, as you are acquainted with every phase of our scheol system, to draw your
own inferences. That there is fault somewhere, no one, we think, will pretend to deny.
The question, then, for your consideration is, how this can be rectified. We think there
is only one way to reach this difficulty without disturbance and dissatisfaction. It is
this: let every parent become ardently interested in the education of his children and
take delight in encouraging, aud if need be, in compeiling-them, to attend schonl all of
the time. And parents ought to be willing to make some sacrifice to accomplizh this
which will benefit their children, themselves, the commurity and country at large. And
apother thing we may learn from the attendance through the year is, that should it
countinne as small, which we hope will not, there is only need to provide some way to
put our winter terms on o basis which may make them more beneficial in their results.
A large proportion of the Primary scholars are very young and might remain ~t home
in winter, without injury to themselves or parents, but perhaps to the annoyance of
parents, Twenty or twenty-five taken from that school would make a great difference
in the management of the school as well as in its progress.

EviLs. There is an idea in connection with our sehonls we consider an injury. Tt is
that we must bave a new teacher for each or at least every third term. 'Fo tolerate a
teacher more than two terms, seems to be considered a sin. Dut it is getting to be a
generally received view that a good, live, energetic teacher, once acquainted with a
school and the dispositions and attainments of the scholars, can do a great deal more
for their advancement, if they are not the models of excellence, than new tcachers, were
we sure of getting them of greater attainments awd perfection, if they are continued in
school for one term only. A teacher in charge of a sehool term after term, has, as every
one koows, the vantage ground, and can do better than any one else with it, provided
he can command the respect of the scholars. He understands the character and qualifi-
cations of those under his care, and will suve a great deal of time in going over prinei-
ples that scholars are well acquainted with. Alinost invariably a new teacher must
have all scholars begin to, study at the beginning of a book; here he will begin his
examination, and the scholars disgusted, worn out and indifferent about answering
these questions so many times, remain silent. The teacher takes it for granted that
they don’t know anything, and demands that they go over all the old ground, no matter
bow old the path and kow mauny times trodden. But a teacher well acquainted with a
school, can tell where the scholars ought to begin in their studies, and as a consequence
not much time will be lost in going over hackneyed questions. It may be argued that
we can’t get teachers who are good for anything, and all alike avre insufficient. If this
is the case and true, you may as well pay your money to one poor teacher as to a dozen.
Soms teachers are ugly and the scholars don’t like them. Tt is to be observed, teachers
who are so awfully bad, are the ones that strive diligently and faithfully for the good -
of those under their charge. = A too frequent change of teachers is an evil. It seems we
have tried long enongh to get perfect teachers, and ought to be willing to put up with
those who are not a model of excellence, if they work well for the schools under their
care. We would have you think of this question. A great deal more might be said;
we have only touched it, that you may, if you will, consider it

Auother great evil in our schools is, that many scholars have desire only to ¢ read,
write and cipher.” Geography they detest; gramwmar they despise, and history they
deprecate, so we have none in school. To read or speak a piece as it is called, and to
write a composition, is dreadful beyond comparison, Now, gentlemen, you all know the
utility of these studies and exercises, and see the bencfit of them every day you live.—
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We will not stop here only to bring before you a few thoughts in regard to the study
of history. The benefit to bo derived from this study cannot be estimated. It isa great
depository of knowledge. By it we can converse with ages past and fawiliarize and
make them our own, and thereby increase our inteilectual ability and our capacity for
happiness; and by it we learn ‘‘how truth erushed to earth shall rise again.,” That
you may see the estimate pubt upon it by one better qualified to judge, we copy from
what he says: ¢ It is history which fixes the seal of immortality upon actions truly
great, and sets a mark of infatay on vices which no after age can obliterate. It is by
history that mistaken merit and oppressed virtue appeal to the incorruptible tribunal of
posterity, which renders them the justice their own age has sometimes refused them, and
without respect of persons and the fear of power which subsists no more, condemns the
unjust abuse of authority with inexorable vigor. Thus history, when it is well taught,
becomes a school of morality for ail mankind. It condems vice, throws off the mask
from false virtues, lays open popular errors and prejudices, dispels the delusive charms
of viches and all the vain pomp which dazzles the imagination, and shows by a thou-
sand examples that are more svailing than all roasonings whalsvever, that nothing is
great and com:nendable, but honor and probity.

»

Such is the high estimate placed upon
history by cne whose sublimsity of thought and grandeur of expression is conclusive
proof of his ability to judge erainently right in regard to the results of its careful study
and proper investigation under sorrect imstruction. Shall we let cur schools go on in
the same old road of no real benefit only to a few who will do something for themselves,
or shall there be reform in this direction ?

The committee are, by law, the cunstituted body to direct the course of study within
certain limit:. But it would have a greater influence, for this meeting to adopt some
standard to which all attending cur schools should come up to; or under the article for
instructions to .town officers, by a formal vote, authoriza the committee to make the
following besides reading, writing and arithmetic, the course of study, unless some
prefer another to pursue that may take the place of those mentioned: All scholars over
twelve yeurs be required to sindy geography and write deseription of things, all over
fourteen to study grammar, and all over sixteen to study history; or take some other
brauches of study in place of these. We do not urge this against the voice of this
meeting, for this is the voice of the town; but should this be adopted, ¢ Satan would
not find some mischief still for idle hands to do.”

J. R. BRIDGHAM,
W. M. FLYNN, %S. 8. Committee.
W. L. BRIDGHAM,

MACHIAS.

Your committee would say that the schocls have been, as a whole, more successful

" this year than last. While there have been none that can be called failures, the most
of them can be spoken of in commendable terms. We will not waste your time in
accustomed details of each separate school. Where there has been success, let us seek
to improve even that; and where there has been failure, let us seek to reform; for schools
are much like characters of men, none are so good but that they may be made better—

_ none are so bad but that they may be made worse. Nor ought our public schools to be
compared with the past, to see whether they are a little more or a little less perfect
than formerly. But they should be contrasted with our ideas of perfection. The love
of excellence ever looks up to a higher standard. It is only conceit that rests satisfied
with superiority to a low ideal. No town should compare its schools with other towns,
while it is inferior to its own capability. And such is the beautiful ordinance of Provi-
dence, that the love of excellence is the incentive of improvement.
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We were compelled, on account of lack of applicants, to seek for toachers out of town.
We were fortunate in securing two Normal teachers, whose success, the past term, has
been very satisfactory. We recommend that they be ewployed the coming year.

Your committee have been censured for employing so young teachers in our Primary
schools. - This would be a merited rebuke, had there been any scope of choice. But as
there were no applicants except girls from the High School who could be obtained, we
were obliged to accept of these, or else go to other towns to get teachers at a higher
rate than we were paying our own Primary teachers. This we objected to do, inasmnuch
as we were employing our own teachers at five dollars a week, whom we regarded better
than those that could be secured eclsewhere for seven or eight doilars per week. So the
matter which you were pleaged to censure, was a point of honor which your committee
felt bound to observe towards the faithful teachers already in our Primary schools. The
fault is, we have paid so little that there has not been sufficient inducement for our girls
to prepare themselves for teaching. Instead of finding those properly qualified in our
own town, we must seek elsewhere, or ewpley those who are young and incompetent.
When we pay our female teachers as much as the towns around us pay their teachers,
there will be aa emulation among our girls to fit themselves for the highest of all duties.
I say'the highest of all services,—and it is so. For in the perfection of every other
art, the achievement dies in the note that it produces; but the art of teaching touches
a chord that kseps on vibrating forever.

It seems important that the town shail make it incumbent upoa some officer to enforce
a better attendance at school. Some of the children from particular families do not
attend more than half of the time. There are others who let their children idle away
their time in the streets, without sending them at all. Now it seems proper, if the
town supports schoels for the public good, it must be a part of its right to see that the
children atteand school, especially when there is no plea that they are required for help
of their parents.. It is of the atmost importanee, that the town should guard against
letting any one grow up in ignorance in our midst. While you contribute to support
schools for all, may you guard lest auny parent suifer his child to grow up without a
business education.

~ Your Committee are satisfied that the time dcvoted to the study of geography in the
Primary and Intermediate schools, can be reduced one-half, and the scholars be made
more thorough than now by the use of cutline maps. TUnder the present wode your
children have to learn a large amount of dry words, befors they get any idea what
conceptions those words embody. We put a geography into the child’s hands, and
expeet him £ spread his mind out over continents, islands and oceans at once. The
result can easily be anticipated. The whole earth becomes 2 chaos of names. The child
dwarfs the dimensions of land and water to the nut-shell capacity of his mind. This
study does cot expand the child’s conception, go that he will find delight in every un-
folding of the study. No clear thought is gained by a whole page of questions as they
are Jearued on the book. Thus the study that furnishes no new conceptions becomes dry.
Love for it is destroyed. Although each day’s lesson may be new, yet it means nothing
because the scholar has gained no new idea. Curiosity, the very hunger of the mind, is
cheated and corrupted. The precocious lad turns out to be a little man. And a little
man he ever remaing. When lessons are learned in this way the pupil being unable to
get the principle involved, tries to remember the words alone. Thus lessons are often
learned by rote, where a single principie explained by a map or diagram, would fix
forever a whole class of facts. The consequence is the child’s mind is like his slate, the
last operation is sponged out to make room for another. Therefore, outline maps and
globes in our Primary and Intermediate schools have become a necessity.
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Aod the want of our lower grades implies also the waut in the High and Grammar
schools. T allude to the total want of apparatus to illustrate philosophy and chemistry.
Physical science is more and more every year applled to the varied operations of art.
No boy or girl is prepaved to meet the questions of active life, without understanding
some of the pricciples of science. More than nineteen-twentisths of the scholars of this
town will get all their school education in your public schools. Therefore it behcoves
you to give them a good opportunity. Your interest in their improvement should be as
deep and heartfelt as your wizh for their welfare. The fucilities which you should pro-
vide, should be as ample as the increasing demands of a good education. The work of
education now is to survey the whole field of knowledge and experience of the Jast six
thousand years and transfer them to the mind of the young, that they may be warned
by the past and incited by the hope of the future, The true office of education is to
enzble us to arrive at the truth, without first falling into errors. The purpose of study
is to elevate the whole people, not only by augmenting the power to think, but to pre-
vent much of the disease and suffering of the body. How large a share of prostration of
noble powers is due to sheer ignorance of the wise laws to which God has subjected our
physical system. There is a greater art than that of the physician, the art of healing—
it is the end of making health.

Our present stage of civilization opens many knotty questions respecting political
economy, and jurisprudence, and coicmcerce ; and the culture of the nineteenth century
asks us to analyze them in the clear light of day. Our common schools must make the
men who are not only able to tell what is right in principle, but what is still harder,
what is the best means to get what is right. Our schools must raise up a class of men
who will dare to track the hand of God in His wisdom.

We must make our education universal. It is well whenr some explorer proclaims a
new truth ; but how much better when this discovery is added to human powers —
Diffasion of education rather than discovery must be the aim of our government. The
qualification of the voter js as important as the qualification of the officer, and even
comes frst in its natural order. As you prepare your children, so are you preparing
your sovereigns  The fabric of governmeant will be as the shoddy or the gold which
you weave in. Your Jurors, Legislators, Judges, Presidents, will be those growths
watered by the little streams of knowledge which flow from the common school. What
had no essential value as gold and diamonds, God made rare ; but what was essential as
iron in our civilization, He loads mountains; what is as necessary as water to vege-
tation, He fills the ocean ; what is as vital as the air, He envelopes the g]obe. So let
us be God-like in our distribution. Let us remember that a true education *enriches and
enobles all at once  “* It not only blesses him that gives, but him that receives.” Its
diffusion subtracts nothing from its wealth. None are made poorer here because others
are made rich. And this is the Divine plan, that every child of Adam is an heir to this
infinite patrimony of Knowledge. And let us teach our children this great truth
written by the finger of God in all His works, whatever is really valuable may be
possessed by all ; and whatever is truly excellent, we are morally bound to furnish.

8. B. RAWSON,

GEO WALKER,zs.’ S. Commuttee.
L. G. DOWNES,
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The Legislature has prescribed as one of the duties of the State
Supcrintendent of Schools that he shall ““ obtain information as to
the school systems of other States and countries and the condition
and progress of common school education throughout the world;
to disseminate this information, together with such practical hints
upon the conduct of schools and the true theory of education as
observation and investigation shall convince him to be important
by public addresses, circulars, and articles prepared for the press.”
In compliance with this requirement the following selections have
been, made and credited to the proper sources and authors for the
benefit of all interested in our system of public education.

PRACTICAL VIEWS ON TECHNICAL EDUCATION.

The following letter, addressed to the U, 3, Commissioner of Educattion by a young
English wechanis, resident in New York eity, will be read with interest, as containing
the expression of a practienl, intelligent, and trained artisan, who has seen in Europe
and the United Btates the advantages of that broader educational training for which he
50 strongly pleads, as a necessity alike to American labor and capital.

Hon. Joan Earow, Commissioner of Education:

Diar SiR:  Since arriving in this couvatry and wingling amonyg its mechanies, I have
anxiously sought to find out wherein consists the difference between the skilled workers
of Awerica and those of Europe. Puuzled at the outset, by ncting in more than one
case newly-arrived artisans, whom I koew to have been counted in the old home as
first-class workmen, failing to satisfy these who first employed them here, I afterward
saw the same men answer very well whea they had adapted themselves to the American
system of work. The inquiry will naturzlly bo, What is the difference between the
systems of English workmen and Awmerican? So far as my observation extends, I should
say that in Eogland, as a rule, the first condition of work is that it should be done
well; the second, that it should be done quickly. Here, the first condition is, that it be
done quickly, the quality being of secondary importance. Ewployers encourage the
fast workman before the slower and better artisan—the man who takes pride in his work
—Dby this course eduecating their employees to sacrifice everything for speed. That this is
a system that will not answer in the future, however well it may have done in the past,
is beginning to be shown by the ease first-class Buropean workman experience, when
they come here and prove their skill, in getting employment at high wages in the many
new trades springing up within our midst—trades that require skilled manipulation and
previous training; while many native workmen have to be contented with the rougher
work, not because they are not clever, or in their natures as adaptable, as the skilled
immigrant, for in fact they are more so, but because they lack just the higher technical
training the new comers have had. Let me draw an illustration from one of the trades
I am best acquainted with—stone cutting and carving.




170 COMMON SJHOOLS,

Here in New York are to be found the fastest stone-cutters in the world; but are they
the best ? Hardly. Any one who has visited the Ceuntral Park must have viewed with
delight the building known as ¢ the terrace.” On it are found the finest specimens of
ornate stone-éutting to be found in the country. Were these cut by native workmen ?
With perhaps a few exceptions, the answer would be, ‘“ No” The beautifal carving
was neatly all done by foreigners, who, if they had been traived here, would not have
known how to cut anything outside the, to them, sing-song work of Corinthian leaves
and capitals, the prescribed pattern that seewms to be essential for the adornment (or
disfigurement) of every house in the city (New York) that is built with a stone froat to
it.- The workwen in the building tradee afford a favorable and wide field for techuical
training. The carpenter, the plasterer, the stone-sutter, the brick-layer, or the painter,
all work out, every day they toil, problews in geometry, ranthematics, and mechanies, to
say nothing of architectural conatruction, which, perhaps, may be claimed to be a resalt
of the three previously meutivned sciences  Be that as it may, it is very desirable that
the mechanies who cover this conutry with habitations and public buildings should know
something of the bigher brunches of their callings, without that kuowledge being
required to become highly seiontific  Besides the building trades, there are many more
established in our widst, or rapidly forming, as the ressurces of the country develop and
the people increase in wealth aud education, and their new wants call them into being,
in which techuical iustruction is, or will ke wbsolutely needful;. for instance, to workers
in textilo fabrics, cubiuet and furniture makers, muchinists, ciginecrs, workers in
leather, in bronze, the,precious wetals, ges-fixtures, &c. Take as an exawplo the
pottery trade. Ts it not a disgrace to American wannfacturers and workmen that Euro-
pean delf, china ard glass should sappiy so izuch of the demand for those household
articles and ornaments? Sarely thero must be a clay here, if we had but the men who
would know it when they saw it, convertible into good deif; and if there were but the
same chances for iastructivn here as there now are in Europe, the man would be forth-
coming who would not deem it bensath his powers to add to the beauty of even such
common things as a cup or pitcher. There is really no good and substantial reason why
American workmen should forever continue to imitate the patterns of Europeag goods.
Let them but have the same chances for iustruction as their more favored rivals have
had, and it will not be long before they add to the number cf the few trades in which
they have shown thewmselves to be the equuls of the best workwen of auy country.

A very simple trade, commencing at first fro.n the ingenuity, skill, and energy of,
perhaps, one man, will oftentimes spread until thousands £nd emyployment and a liveli-
hood at it. This is well known. I simply allude to it that I wmay cite a case in print—
that of the manufacturing of children’s toys. We have but to visit any extensive
warehouse to discover how large a proportion of these delights of children are imported.
Why should this continne? It could be stopped. if the action of other governments
were copied. ‘‘Some of the best modelsd toys in the world,” says Cassel’'s Magazine,
¢¢ come from Grunheinscher, in S8axony, where their medeling is attended to in the most
artistic manner.” In Germany, the government educates its children in artistic con-
struction. Hence the comparative cheapness with which we procure from that eountry
these elegant toys that so delight Young Asmerica. The Germans are wise enough to
use their best energies and talents in such simple trades na this, while dealing with the
mightier, as of war and state-craft; and, painstaking as they are in small and great things,
it is no wonder they reap sucoess. That trades may be drawn away, through the want
and neglect of technical training, was shown, somewhat to the chagrin of English wane-
facturers, by the gontents of the last great Paris Industrial Exhibition. It was there
seen that, in many branches of industry in which Englishmen had long been accustomed
to consider their country upapproachable, they were equaled, if not surpassed, by
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German, French, and Belgian manufacturers, and that, in many of the lighter busi-
nesses, requiring taste and high skill, they were ¢“nowhere” beside their continental
rivals. The change had been generally wrought within ten years. Naturally, they
sought to leurn the reason for this state of things, and found the chief to be that the
French, German and Belgian governments Laz striven, with great success, to give to
their artisans such a thorough technical training that the artisans of those countries
were able to put their individuality iato their work; that is, highly-skilled workmen
were able to turn out highly-finished work, so that when the buyers of the world wanted
good articles, they knew they could get them of such ¢r sueh a Parisiun or Brussels
firm The revoluticn—for sueh the Paris Exposition proved to be—was not thrown
away upon the Englizh pecple. It was generally conceded, afier a lengthy diseussion,
that, though the workmen of the past had been able to get aloug by sheer i.dustry, for
the future their powers must be added to; that, iustead of a few men of an eltensive
trade being first-class, the whole trade mast bs lifted up to their plane. This could
only be done by an, improved system of techeieal educatisn. What was found to be
needful in England would prove of great use here; nay, the need for improvement is
even greater here than there.

The question will be naturslly asked, © What is meant by the term technical eduea-
tion for artisans’?” Tt is not always essy to find a definition for phrases in common use,
generally urderstoed in a vagua way, but thoroughly comprehended only by a few
experts. The writer thinks he will not be far wreng if he defines what is meant by the
terin in England, by illustration, as follows: A bricklayer should not only know how
to lay a brick, but why he lays it—not so simpie o thing as it may at first appear; that
an engineer should be able to tell when his machins is safe, as well as be able to 1on it;
that a cabinet-maker should know something about the prineiples of art, as well as to
fit and screw pieces of wood together; that a miner chould have some acquaintance with
geology, and know more about miues than the simple fact of how to wield a pick in
them; that he should be able to tell when a miuve is safe, and when' it is not go. thus
avoiding, if pessible, repetiticns of the Avondale disaster. Surely this is nearly, if not
quite, practicable. Arsizans’ technical educstion would require that painters should
know how to harmonize the colors they so prodigaily spread upsa cur habitations and
public edifices; that the dyer should know scmething of the propertics of the chemicals
used in him business, besides their mere names, and so on through the list of the trades.

In France, Switzerland, and most of Gertany, the education of artisans commences
" when they are boys at school. Tt is surprising how mueh can be taught to boys before
they are sent out into the world to learn & trade, that will serve in making what they
will be shown easy of comprehension to them. In England, in very many schools, they
now teach frec-hand drawing, once or twice s week, to the children attending them.—
Here I must record my earnest convietion that it is absolutely necessary to teach boys
who have, in after life, to get their livelihood by skilled labor, free-hand drawing;
although it be but the simple rudiments of that art, to me it scems as necessary as thag
they should konow how to write, it being as easy to teach ore as the other. The very
fact that veariy all can be taught to write, proves that they can also be taught how to
draw, writing being really, after all, but a species of drawing. Then free-hand drawing
is a splendid method of training the hand and eye into perceptious of size, order and
proportion. If boys are taught (and girls also) how to draw, even but a little, they
become apt to learn many things pertaining to the business of their after lifs that, with-
out such kiuowledge, would be as a sealed book to them. Besides, what is of great
importance, the time of journeyman and foreman, who have to teach the apprentice, is
saved. This the writer has proved by personal experience. He would rather teach
half a dozen boys how to cut ard carve stone, if they had had even this slight prelimin-
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ary training, that can be so casily imparted at the common schools, than he would show
one who did not know how to wield a pencil.

If we proceed to the journeyman, we shall find that, having some knowlzdge of free
hand drawing, architectural and mechanical draughting becomes easy of comprehension,
The economizing of the time of employers and men holds good here; half their time and
care would be saved if the men under them only had some technical knowledge, besides
a saving in material oftentimes spoiled by the mistakes mades through imperfectly
understood instructions, or ignorance of aught besides the simplest work.

The leaders of our industries would have less care, more time to study out the im-
provements, and find new fields for their energivs. The boy who had had his mind

" prepared, his eye and hand trained, by even the simplest lessons of the common drawing
school, would, as a rale, be eager to learn more. It is just here that a system of good
night or half-time schools would prove of great practieal utility, coupled with some
genoral System of schools of art, such as have been established in EBngland in connection
with the South Keusington Museum, with branches  established ig every town of any
importance, and having avenues open for the execptionally talented pupils to travel
upward toward the central school of art, th*re they might receive the very highest
training that could be given them. Museums and gulleries of industry and art are also
of surpassing importance, as silent but patient instruetors. America is shamefully
behind in the matter of having public muaseums, considering the position she holds
among tho nations of the earth It is only surprising that her people should hzve been
able to do as well as theyhave done. Their succsss must be asoribed to that indomitable
energy, characteristic of Americans, rather than to any aid given them by the national
or State governments, in whose hands, by right, the power rests, if the will be there, to
see that their people bave every advantage afforded by other governments to their own
people in the training that goes before ail-work  The writer devoutly hopes this letting
alone an important need of the earichers of the country will soon be changed. It must
be seen that it is but poor economy to stop at only the frame-work, when paying for or
preparing for the education of the people. )

With facilities for instruction freely open to all, there will be no lack of eager pupils.
This is shown by the suceess of the noble inatitution given to New York City by Peter
Cooper, and by the results of the act of Mr. Whitworth, in England, in founding schol-
arships open to every workingman who could win them by his abilities Th® example
of these two gentlemen is worthy of the earnest consideration of the swarming crop of
millionaires America is producing. Enriched by lubor, they cannot do a more graceful
thing than to help labor to further help itself. .

LOUIS J. HILTON.

In connection with the foregoing, the following paper on
¢‘Industrial Drawing,”” prepared especially for this report, will be
of great value to those interested in our publl(, schools, particu-
larly to school officers and to teachers.
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INDUSTRIAL DRAWING FOR COMMON SCHOOLS.
BY C. B. STETSON.

While it is to be deplored, yet it is not strange that the popular conception of what is
meant by Drawing is altogether vagure and nunjost. Perhaps the following outline state-
ment will tend to enlighten those who have not considered the matter.

I.—Four, GeNERAL DEPARTMENTS., There are four general departments of Drawing.
These are well defined and distinet ; yet they have relations so close that there is a
logical order in which it is best they should be studied. This order happens to be the
order of their practical importance.

1.— Linear Drawing. This department includes the drawing cf flat surfaces alone, or
the outline drawing of solids treated as though they were flat. Every person who makes
apything—carpenter, machinist, ship-bunilder, ezil-maker, tin-smith, tailor, milliner,
designer of carpets, cloths, table-ware, iron fences, decorators of all kinds—have
frequent occasion to use this department of drawing. Perbaps they may not all know
the fact. As only lines—single, double, straight, curved—are employed, this is called
Linear, or Line Drawing

2.— Orthographic Projection. To this department belcngs the drawing of solids as they
are, not as they appear to the eye, with their real proportions modified by various optical
illusions. There must be at least two drawings of the same object, which are supposed
to be made upon two intersecting planes, one vertical, one horizontal. The drawing on
the horizontal plane is called *“the plan ;” the drawing on the vertical plane is called
“ the elevation.” The two togetler give the object as it is, at least two sides of it, but
do not forw a picture. When the plan is wade, the eye is supposed to be directly above
the object and at un infinite distance. Tho outline of that part of the object seen by the
eye is drawn, after the manner of simple linear work, on the horizontal. When the
elevation is made, the eye is supposed to be in a horizontal direction from the object and
at an infinite distance. The outline of that pavt of the object now seen by the eye is
drawn on the vertical plane. Since the eye is supposed, in Orthographie Projection, to
be at an infinite distance from the object, all the lines proceeding from the cbject to the
eyes must be parallel. There can be no convergence of lines. If a side of the object
is placed at an angle to the eye, then the side is foreshortened ; that is, the fore or
front view is shortened ; but from the plan and elevation together the exact length of
the foreshortened part can always be determined. In Orthographic Projection the cbject
is always supposed to be placed between the cye and the plane upon which it is supposed
to be drawn. There is a conventional mode of lettering orthographic drawings. When
orthographic drawings are done to a scale ; when, for example, one inch is taken to
represent a foot, then they are called ¢ working drawings,” and are employed in the
construction of objects having length, breadth, and height, like houses, ships, machinery,
et cetera, In practice these drawings are made en the flat surface of paper, the upper
part of which represents the vertical plane, while the lower part represents the horizon-
tal plane. By“‘ Orthographic” it is meant that the drawing gives the exact size and
position of all the parts of the object. By ‘* Projection’” it is meant that the object is
made to project, apparently, or stand out, from the flat surface of the paper. This the
object appears to do, if the person who looks at the drawing understands how it is made,
but not otherwise. Or the word projection may be considered as meaning simply
delineation. A knowledge of Orthographic Prujection would be found widely useful.
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It is not only the dranghtsman who must of necessity voderstand it, but every workman
who uses tools should have sufficient knowledge of its prirciples to enable him to inter-
pret the drawings placed in his hands Nearly everything that is now well made is
made from a drawing ; yet it is donbtful whether more than one artisan out of twenty
in Maine can work from a drawing without scwe one to explain for him, catefully and

. repeatedly, what the drawing means. Yet encugh of Orthographic Projection for the

workman’s purpose can be easily taught in the public schools to boys twelve or fourteen_
years old.

3.—Isometric Projection. This is a species ¢f Orthographic Projection. Only the
vertical plane, however, is used. The object is o placed that its leading lines, all the
boundary lines, for example, if the ohject is vcetangular, are at the same angle to the
eye. A view of three sides of the object, the right side. the left side, the upper ride, is
thereby obtained. This department of Drawing is based on the cube so placed as to show
three of its sides equally at once, and to bring all its cdges at the same angle to the eye.
In other woras the edges all incline sixty degrees from a perpendicular, which happens
when the cube rests on one of its sclid angles, or corners. Consequently all the edges
of the cube, beiug at the same angle to the eye, wre foreshortened alike. For practical
purpeses this is equivalent to no foreshertening at all, sinee it introduces no inequality
of lines. Hence the term Isometric, or equal measare. By Isometric Projection we get,
at the samo time, both a working-diawing and a picture. The picture, however,
makes no allowance for optical illusions and always gives the impression that the eye is
higher than the object and lcoking down upon it. This results from the clevation of the
rear side of the objeet, so as to give the leading lines, 28 already stated, the same angle
to the eye, and an inclination of sixty degrees from a perpendicular. Tsometrie Pro-
jection was invented something wnore than fifty years ago, by Prof. Farrish of the
University of Cambridge, England. it is very simple and a very useful department of
Drawing. It is coming into quite general use, espceinlly on occasions when drawings
are required of cbjeets baving many parallel parts,

4.—Pictorial Projection, or Perspective. This departwent of Drawing deals altogether
with pictures ; henee its name, Pictorial Projection. The object is drawn, pot as it is,
but as it appears to the eye. It is drawn with due, though not always with fall, allow-
avce for all opticdl illusions. The drawing is supposed to be made op a vertical
transparent plane, The chject is supposed to be on one side of this plane; the eye, on
the other. The eye is supposed to be at a limited distance from the object, as it always
is in experience, and may be in any position with reference to the object, so long as it
keeps on its own side of the plane. If a person, looking through a pane of glass in a
window, were to trace on the glass, with a pencil, the different objects as seen through
the glass, the tracing would be a Pictorial Projection, or Perspective picture. The term
‘¢ perspective” means ¢ seen through” something else. But in making perspective
drawings, instead of the transparent vertical plane, we must use the flat surface of paper
as a representative of the vertical plane. Before the drawings, however, can be accu-
rately made on the paper, certain optical illusions must be understood. First, that
objects of the same size appear of differcnt sizes when seen at unequal distances. Every-
body knows this, but everybody does not know how to make drawings to correspend to
the unequal distances. Second, that all horizontal lines receding from the eye, appear
to rise, if they are below the eye ; Aappear to descend, if they are above the eye ; appear
to draw to the left, if they are to the right of the eye ; appear to draw to the right, if
they are to the left of the eye. Hence, to a person standing in a hall and looking down
it, if the hall were of sufficient length, the floor, ceiling and sides would appear to: con-
verge to a point in the distance. Third, that the line of the horizen appears always to
be on a level with the eye. Hence, if one climbs to the mast-head, or to the top of &
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mountain on the sen-shore, the water in the distance, where sea and sky seem to unite,
always appears on a level with the eye, though it is really far below the eye. These
three kinds of optical illucion must always be previded for in Perspective drawing.
Comprre the conditions ¢f Perspective with the conditions of Orthographic Projeeticn,
If the Jatter is taken before Perspective, a clear kpowledge of Perspective will he more
readily secured. Perspective drawing is of very little practical use. It is only used by
the drau.ghtsman, and by him only when he desires to show how any object will lock, as
a house, for example, after it has been constructed from his working-drawings.  Yet for
the advantage of those who have deeided artiztie gifts, and wight support themselves by
the exercise of these gifts, also for the imprevement of the popular taste, and for the
pleasure and mental discipline it wonld confer, Perspective drawing, with drawing from
nature, should be taught to a limited extent in the Comm

? fchocls,

Neither Orthographio Projection, nor Perspective, have anything to do with the cirelo
as such, They deal only with right lines. In Orthograpbic Prcjection the circle, when
viewed obliquely, becomes an ellipse, whose long dinmeter is the same as the dizmeter
of the circle. In Perspective the circle, when viewed obliquely, becomes an ellipse,
whuse long dizmeter is not the same as tho diameter of the circle. In either case the
projection of a square, enclesing the civale, would need to be made, and then the ellipse
drawn within this, if accuracy were desired.

Free-hand drawing is not a departwent of Drawing. Tt is only working without
instruments ; and drawings in any depertment may thus bo u

2de. Model drawing is
not a department of Drawing. Tt is only the use «f mcedels, representing gemometrical
forms, or okjects too Iarge to be brought into the schocl-roem. These models may bo
drawn according to the principles of Orthograpiic Prejection, Isvmetric Projection, or
Perspective. Bhading for real shadow is only empicyed in Perspective drawings, and so
is of little practical, though of great artistic use.

IT.—Moprs or LearxiNg to Draw. Having thus deseribed the four gez}eml depart-
ments of Drawing, I will now speak of modes of learning to draw.

1.—Free-Hand Practice. At first the practice shonld be wholly free-band, on slate,
blackboard and paper. There should, however, be bnt little uze of the slate, as ernsares
and correcticns can bo so easily made that it tends to produce and perpetuate habits of
carelessness. The blackboard should be muth used because it permits the drawings to
be made on a large seale. DPaper must, of course, be the chief reliance Not only
should the pencil be used with the paper, but pen and ink. Since the ink caunnot be
erased its vee will tend to generate a habis of working with deliberztion. All the draw-
ings on paper should be carefully preserved. It seems to mo that the pupil should be
introduced to the four depertwuents ¢f Drawing, while ho is doing free-band work, It
is perfeotly legitimate to take exercises from all departwents for free-hand practice. A
knowledge of the leadirg principles of the different departments can thus be secured
without any expenditure for instruments. Again, it is found that pupils, having once
began to use instruments, do not care to continus free-hand practice, since they can, with
instruments, produse so much better results and with so much less labor, provided the
drawings are such as can be done with instruments. But the usze of instruments fails to
give that training of the hand and eye, which is of so great value to every one, and
which free-hand drawing beyond arything and everything else tends to give. Hence it
is that free-hand practice should be long continued ; but the cxercises should be such
as to acquaint the pupil with the most practical principler of Drawing in its different
departments. A kuowledge of these principles will prove of great service to him, though
he should pever draw with instruments ; while, with this knowledge, he will much wore
readily learn the use of instruments. Indecd, it seems to me that, for common school
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purposes, the principles illustrated by the drawings should be regarded as of much more
importance than the beauty of the drawings themselves; since artistic results are not
the chief thing, certainly far from the only thing, that should be aimed at in the
common school,

2.—Instrumental Drawing. To a greater or less extent instruments can be used for all
kinds of Drawing. It seems to me they should be used some six months by pupils of the
Grammer School age. This would be sufficient time for them to learn to handle the
instruments with considerable ease. At first a pencil point should be used ; then, after
a fair degree of skill has been acquired in manipulating the instruments with this, there
should be practice with India ink. By the use of instruments many valuable industrial
applications of Drawing, too difiicult for illustration in free-hand practico, can be easily
learned. When using instruments the pupil will necessarily be cbliged to werk with the
utmost care ; for, if he does not thus werk, his lines will fail to unite properly and the
drawing will be spoilt beyond correction. He will need no one to tell him of his error,
for he will see it himself. So he will have to go back to the beginning of his error, and
do his work all over again. Instruments can be had of all prices. Of course the hest
work can be done with the best instruments. For two dollars instruments ean be bad
which will answer very well for Grammar School work., With a litile management they
may, perhaps, be had for less.

3.—The Books. Drawing-books are usually made after one of three general forms.
Thoso of the first form contain oniy drawings. Paper is provided separately, and the
teacher is expected to give all the instruments. Those of the second form contain
drawings, with directions, perhaps, for their executioun ; also paper upen which the
drawings are to be executed. The teacher must give, at least, all the genevul in-
struction, explaining the priciples of Drawing and their broader applications. When
the pupil has once executed the drawiags, ths boock can be no longer used; a new one
must be pugebased. Those of the third form contain the drawings, also full directions
for their execution; while the principles of Drawing and their general applications are
explained. Drawing-books of this form can be used like any other text-boock. Lessons
oan be assigned for the pupils to study and practice by themselves, as they study and
practice lessons in Arithmetic. This not only relieves the teacher, but enables the
pupils to make much greater advancement, It alse tends to diffuse, more rapidly, a
knowledge of Drawing among the people, since the books, with ful! explanation of their
purpose, go into so many families. The active, intelligent teacher, having such a book,
is able to teach himself and %o lead his class; and it is by the regular teacher Drawing
must be taught, the same as Arithmetic. -Drawing-books of the third form do not con-
tain drawing paper, and sc the same book may be used by different pupils, thus saving
considerable expense in the end. One fair-sized book of this character would contain
sufficient Drawing for commoun schools; though it would better to make two or three
divisions, adapted to the different ages of pupils from the Primary to the High School.
In my judgment drawing-books of the third form are much to be preferred. Instead of
the old notion being true that Drawing cannot be learned from a book, like other
things, but all instruction must come from the living teacher, I believe that just the
opposite is true; that there is nothing which can be better learned from a book, It is
certain there can be no mere memorizing of words by the pupil, without a clear compre-
hension of what they mean His drawings will show whether he understands the
directions If he does not understand them, the drawings will be wrong, and he will
need no one to tell him that such is the case. With quite young pupils it is not best to
use a book. The novelty of seeing the drawing for the first time when they are required
to execute it, affords them much pleasure. On the other hand, the older pupils prefer
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to see the end from the beginning, that they may know what is to be attained by their
work.

4 —Time. How is time to be got for Drawing? We are told that the boys and girls
have all the studies they can possibly attend to mow. My apswer is this, Limit each
study to what is essential for the common school. Do not, as now, attempt to teach
more of Arithmetie, more of Geography, more of Grammar than is needed. Much time
will thus be saved. Again, there are very fow, if any, studies which need to be pur-
sued continuously until finished. Indeed, where girls and boys attend school thirty or
forty weeks each year, they will be found to make, at the end of three or four years,
quite as much progress in any study, when dropped an oceasional term, as they would
have made, if they had pursued the study without interrupticn, provided they have had
some cthor study in its stead to keep their mental faculties employed. I will not except
even Arithmetic. If a study is dropped an occasional term, it has a degree of freshness
when the pupils take it up again. They go to work with increased vigor; they find the
study pleasanter and their advancement is more rapid. They soon recover what they
have forgotten, and things which were difiicult before now become easy of comnprehen-
sion. This is especially true in childhood and early youth, when we quickly weary of
old things, and when the powers of the mind are rapidly developing. I would have
regard for this fact when putting Drawing or any other new study into schools. Differ-
ent parts of Drawing are adapted to different ages. There are parts which can be taken
in the earlier years of school-life; other parts must be deferred. It is not essential to
teach enough of Drawing in the common school to employ the pupil through the whole
of his school-life. I would, therefore, take Drawing every other teris, or every third
term, or two terms out of three, ag might be thought best in different cases. But when
I did have Drawing, the exercises should cowme daily, not every other day, or every
third day, unless the pupils were well advanced and needed to have their leszons two
hours long. FWvery other terin, or even every other month, is, in my judgment, better
than every other day, though every other day, or every third day is much to be pre-
ferred to nething. With daily excreises the pupils become much wmore interested in
Drawing, as they do in any study. Again, a given number of repetitions, at brief
interls, effect more in mental and muscelar training, thau the same number of repe-
titions at long intervals. Thus forty hours devoted to Drawing, or to any other study,
in ten weeks will give a much better result than forty hours scattered over forty weeks.
In a word, I would not extend Drawing over the whole common school ceurse. I would
condenss the instruction into periods, and make earnest work of it then. In no other
way, it seems to me, can any new study be effectunlly introduced into the common
schools.  Many thinge studied at the same time spoil the instruction; too few things, as
now, studied during.the common school course, leave the boys and girls at the end but
poorly equipped for the present requirements of life.

IIT —EBNps 10 B8 ArrAINED, I have already hinted at some of the ends to be attained
by the study of Drawing. To describe adequately and in detail the mflltiplied uses of
Drawing would require a volume. I shall only speak in general terms and with refer-
ence to common school work alone.

1.—Scope. In the common school I would not attempt to teach any department of
Drawing exhaustively, either in its theory or in its applications. What I did teach
should be thoroaghly taught. I would treat Drawing as we treat mathematics, making
little or no attewpt to produce specialists. That is, I would teach what all should know,
boys and girls ulike, when they would be able td go on by themselves in any particular
direction after leaving school, if they were so minded. It is usually the beginning of a
study which it is most difficult to master. In the different departments of Drawing the

12
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common school should teach the beginnings, a8 it teaches the beginnings of other studies,
with applicaticns so far as practicable, When I had done this for all the pupils, then,
if I could, I would carry somewhat farther those who had developed a special aptitude
for Drawing and desired to continue the study. I would give them such special in-
struction as would help them to become draughtsmen, designers, artists. This work
would properly come in the High School. But after the rudimentary and general
" instruction in the four departments of Drawing, those who showed no special aptitude
and no love for the work, should not be compelled to go on,

9.— Discipline. In respect to mental discipline, Drawing cannot fairly be compared
with any other study. It may be said that it has nothig to do with words, like Gram-
mar ; it has a language of its own. Yet there is no study better calculated to teach
young persons the exact force of words, if Drawing is largely learned from a book.
While mathematics deal with the pure reason, Drawing, so fur as it should be taught in
the common school, has little to do with pure reason, though it is mainly founded on
Geometry. To a certain extent, however, the discipline derivable from Drawing would
be similar to that derivable from cther sehocl studies. There would be discipline of the
reason in a limited degree, and of the memory; but much more of the judgent and
imagination. It is the taste, however, dependent on form, with invention, the powers
of observation and the hand, which would be disciplined more by Drawing, perhaps, than
by any or all other studies. Drawing is needed in the common schools, not only for the
direct practical benefits it would confer, but because it would add largely to the forming,
disciplining power of these schools.

3.—DBetter Artisans. With Drawing well taught in the common schools we should have
better artisans in every department of handicraft. No one questions this who has care-
fully considered the subject., First, there is the general training of the hand and eye,
which gives skill in the use of tools. {ccond, there are the endless direct practical
applications from the draughting of a locomotive or steamship, to the lining of a spar,
the cutting of sheet-iron for a stove-pipe elbow, the fiitting of a head to a barrel. All
artisans should be able to interpret drawings aud to make those required for the simpler,
operations. Since the days of apprenticeship have nearly’gone by, and since theig is an
increasing demand for skilied, educated labor, in all departments of manufreture, it
becomes imperative that tho general principles and the more common applications of
Industrial Drawing be taught in the public schools. \

4.—Design, If Drawing is properly taught, the principles of design, as applied in the
Decorative Arts, will be explained and iilustrated. The work of decoration has becowe,
at last, a thing of vital imnportance even in this country. Something of the progress
which has been made in this direction, may be learned by comparing the decoration of a
railway car made this year with the decoration of a railway car made fifteen or twenty
years ago. The decoration of fifteen or twenty years ago would not be tolerated for a
moment in the construction of a new car. What is true of railway cars is true of every-
thing else. Better designs are demanded for stoves, iron fences, cloths, paper-hangings,
table-ware, furniture, ships, carriages, houses, and for every species of surface orna-
mentation. Once the commercial value of an American house, for example, was
determined by the answers given to two questions, how many will it shelter ?—how
substantially is it built? Capacity and durability were the two consideraticns. But
now a new element enters into the commereial value of the house as into the commercial
value of all other products of handicraft ; the beauty of the constructive design and of
the surface decoration. A house worth five thousand dollars for its capacity and
durability, may bring in the market one, two, three, five thousand dollars more, accord-
ing to the beauty of its design and decoration. Yet the house will have cost 1o more

3
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because of its beauty, except the trifle that may have been paid the skilled architect for
his plans and the skilled decorator for his ornamentation. Indeed quite as much might
have been paid for poor plans and poor ornamentation. No more wood, no more iron,
no more glass, no more paint, no more labor necessarily went into the beautiful house.
Beauty is not synonymous with cost. Many costly houses are anything but beautiful.
Thus it comes that beautiful design even for the most eommon things possesses com-
mercial value. Much of this designing might be done by women just as well as by men,
With Drawing taught in the public schools, and girls as well as boys required to study
it, not wany years would elapse before thousands of active, intelligent women would find .
lucrative employment in the varied forms of designing. Nut unly does the demand for
practical designers, and also for designers to illustrate books, magazines and papers,
exceed the present supply, but it is probable that the fature demand will exceed the
supply of“good ones for years to come. While the remuneration for good work will
alays be generous, there is no reason why wowen should not do their part of the work,
s0 well adapted to their circuistances, and receive their share of the rewards.

LewistoN, November, 1872,
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PRESENT CONDITION OF EDUCATION.AMONG THE
WORKING-CLASSES.

In ‘“ The Reign of Law,” by the Duke of Argyle, there is a significant chapter, under
the title of ¢ TLaw in Politics,” in which the writer, reasoning from the broadest
postulates of the English economic school, while sustaining in trade, produstion, and
exchange the doctrine of free competition, yet finds, also, that there is in the same
principle, which he holds to be dedueed from divine and natural order, more than equal
warrant for the use of restraint over it by government, through the operation of the
collective will as embodied in law, when the application of this free competition inter-
feres with the welfare of men and women, either by retarding and arresting their higher
development, or by excluding any portions of society from the means through which
such development wmay be achieved. The author says: ¢ There are certain results for
the attainment of which the natural instinets of individual men not only may be trusted,
but must be trusted as tho best and, indeed, the only guide. There are other results of
which, as a rule, those instincts will take no heed whatever, and for the attainment of
which, if they are to be attained at all, the higher faculties of our nature must impose
their will in authoritative expressions of human law. In all those operations which
have for their immediate result the getting of wealth, there is a sagacity and cunning
in the instinets of labor and in the love of gain compared to which all legislative wisdom
is ignorance and folly. But the instincts of labor, having for their conscious purpose
the acquisition of wealth, are instinets which, under the stimulus and necessities of
modern society, are blind to all other results whatever. They override even the love of
life; they silence even the fear of death. * * * Tf, therefore, there be some
things desirable or needful for a community other than the acquisition of wealth, if
mental ignorance and physical degeneracy be evils dangerous to social and political
prosperity, then those results cannot, and must not be trusted to the instinots of indi-
vidual men.” The author then proceeds to show that the motives dictating the course
of individuals in this regard are adways imperious in their nature. The individual will
is too powerless to contend with them. The motives that arise from the conditions of
society are often overpowering. ¢‘These constitute an aggregate of power, tending in
one direction, which makes the resulting action of mind as certain as the action of inani-
mate force.” The Duke of Argyle applies this rule to the conditions of English labor
under the high-pressure system of manufacturing production, which scientific economy
and organized industry have wrought out. 1Ile regards it as absolutely necessary for
society to regulate such operations and prevent their evils wherever men and women
are concerned. ¢ Power to control such evils has been given to man, and he is bound
te use it.” This argument is introductory to a defence of the English factory acts,
restricting the hours of labor, regulating the employment of women and children, and
direoting and enforeing the means of education by such instrumentalities as compulsory
attendance, half-time schools, and all the other ameliorative processes which Great
Britain is slowly realizing are so much more potent toward the solution of her terrible
probelm of pauperism than attempts at repression, all of which have so signally failed.

The author quoted from only expresses in formal and philosophical phraseology the
principle which underlies all effort, through legislative and administrative forms, to
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improve the conditions in which man moves, and aid the peaceful progress of the race
to that recognition of the norwal authority of our highest faculties, which is the
essential condition of a just and harmonious society.

How WE ArpLY tHE PrinciPLE. In the United States we have acted, so far as the
matter of popular education is concerned, upon the views set forth by the Duke of
Argyle. The other mdgtters, to which his application more especially pertuins, we have
not hitherto deemed it necessary for us to consider. Yet they are forcing themselves on
our attention. The association or organization of labor tends to produce changes
involving the very educational conditions on which we have hitherto justly prided our-
selves. The growth of modern industry may render necessary a reconsideration on our
part of the adaptability of our school system to meet all the wants of the society that is
now being formed. We are not exempt from the social changes which science and
organization produce, nor do we desire to be, But we must consider these changes, or
we shall find ourselves inadequately prepared to mest the issues they involve. General
intelligence is an excellent frame-work, but it will not meet all the requirements new
conditions may impose, unless it also accepts the situation. Sir John Pakington, a
leading conservative member of the British House of Commons, who presided at the
annual congress of the Social Science Association, recently held in Leeds, in his opening
address quoted Mr. Cobden as spying, after the British commissioner returned from the
International Exhibition of 1853, held in New York, that ¢ it had oozed out that the
commissioner had found a degree of intelligence among the American operatives, which
convineed him that, if we were to hold our own, if we were not to fall back to the rear
in the race of nations, we must educate our people, so as to put them on a level with the
educated artisans of the United States.”

There is considerable danger, however much the assertion may surprise the mass of
our people, that such a tribute cannot be truthfully repeated.

Our PErILs. Causes are in operation which, it is evident, have already produced
great changes in the character of our working-people, skilled and unskilled. Labor’s
tidal wave of agitation, which has been so momentous in its movements across the
Atlantic, has at last reached our shores, and affects the general sentiment.

That agitation grows more importunate with every year. Education of hand and
brain, moral and material, is the chief ingredient to accomplish a peaceful and just
solution of this or any other issue that affects the common weal. Skilled labor is a
powerful lever for civilization, but it must be skill which bas not only patural ability
and manual dexterity, but acquired and appropriate knowledge and rectitude of pur-
pose, to sustain itself. Skill of the muscle is excellent, but a trained brain gives force
and direction to its power. Industrial and commercial movements are ouly secured by
peace. Tnat can only be achieved by education; by a certainty that each individual
has free opportunity, and that the community is in the main under the direction of its
better purposes. Labor needs security for progress. Educated skill is the best of con-
stables. Is it not a matter of joy to feel that the schoocl-house is better than the jail?
Tt is estimated that but two per cent. of the inmates of our penitentiaries belong to the
professional class, and 16 per cent. to the farming and mechanic class, while 82 per
cent. come from the great mass of unskilled laborers. Of the 16 per cent. included in
the second division, only about six per cent. are skilled artisans and mechanics.

GROWING IGNORANCE AMONG FACTORY OPERATIVES. What more striking evidence can
be afforded than this, of the economic and political yalue of such education as is directly
related to the training of skilled labor? In other words, in the United States we must
take this matter of technical imstruction into account, as a necessary constituent of any
comprehensive system of public education, or find ourselves lagging behind, alike
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materially and morally. Without it we shall lose our place as a leading nation. Such
facts as those presented in reports made by the Massachusetts Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics are pregnant proofs of the existence of marked tendencies to mere machine labor,
and of the substitution of a coarse and illiterate laboring population in sections where, a
generation since, we found employed one vigorous and intelligent, *“native and to the
manor born.” The last report from that bureaf speaks of the great change in the
character of the agricultural population of New England, ¢“by the substitution of igno-
rant and unskilled foreign labor for the intelligent school-taught labor of” a former
period.

It gives startling proofs of this change in other employments. The growing ignorance
among factory operatives is a prominent feature of the testimony collected. In omwp
Massachusetts establishment, out of a working force of 1,600 persons, there were 500
who could neither read nor write. In the statistics of 73 woolen mills, it appears that
among their employees were 182 ‘wholly illiterate adults; while out of 464 children
employed, 284 were reported who had not been sent to school. It is estimated that
there are 20,000 illiterate children growing up in the city of New York. These are
eager recruits for the sad army of the ¢“dangerous olasses.” In Massachusetts it is
quite evident that the alarming increase of an illiterate population is largely due to
the over-long hours of labor, and, as a consequence, phy‘sical inability for study. The
English factory acts serupulously guard against this abuse. Half-time schools must be
organized in conuection with all establishments where the young are employed. Three
hours per day for school is made mandatory. Children, allowed to be empioyed at all,
work five hours and a half per day for five days in the week, and three hours and a
half on the sixth; in all thirty-one laboring hours per week. Eighteen hours per week
are passed in the school-room. In Massachusetts, however, the working day for the
factory hand is eleven hours, sixty-six per week, for adult and child alike. No half-time
school is established by law, though three are in operation. No system of factory
inspection prevails, These principles of British legislation have been applied by
Parliament to all employments in which children are engaged, whether in factory, shop
or house., Of the value of the half-time schools in England, abundant testimony is
given. The truth is, that Great Britain is making most strenuous efforts to not only
reach but rival the skiil of her industrial competitors. The usual argument made there
for #11 such efforts is the profit it will bring; the ease with which the world’s trade will
be commanded, and that supremacy as the ‘workshop of the world,” which thereby
Great Britain will be enabled to maintain. In America, where our chief end and
purpose must necessarily be the making of better men and women—-citizens and sover-
eigns better fitted to fulfil the greater obligations a republic imposes on its‘people—we
can afford to, nay, must, put the argument on loftier and nobler grounds.

ProcrEss oF TECBNICAL Epvcatioy N Exgranp. Mr Baines, M. P. for Leeds,
Yorkshire, and for many. years past the editor of the Leeds Mercury, a paper famous for
its anti-slavery character, presided over the educational section in the British Social
Science Congress for 1871, Scme facts presented by him during the course of an able
address illustrate quite forcibly the efforts making by England to train her skilled
artisans. Referring to the wonderful progress made during the last fifty years in the
matter of education, Mr. Baines spoke of the formation of mechanics’ institutes and
other similar agencies. In Yorkshire, he said, there was a union of these institutes
formed thirty-four years ago. It does not include them all, but its last annual report
embraced 114 institutes, having an aggregate membership of 27,650, and with libraries
numbering in all over 100,000 volumes. The Leeds Mechanics’ Institute alone has a
membership of 2,648 persons, with 1,212 pupils in attendance on its day and evening
classes. In all these institutions there are science classes organized, reporting to the
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proper functionary in the privy eouncil, receiving government grants, and subject to its
official inspection. The science students of the Leeds Institute received, at last year's
examination, two medals of silver and bronze, 15 Queen’s prizes, and 137 certificates of
proficiency. This, Mr. Baines remarked, was only one of a thousand similar institutes
teachin: the arts and sciences to many thousands of young English artisans. A school
of arts attaclied to the ore at Leeds hds an annual exhibition of students’ works. The
Young Men’s Christian Association of the same city also maintains, like all its kindred
associations in the manufacturing, pottery, ard iron districts, large avt classes, at which
ingtruction is furnished free. The Leeds asscciation stood second in the national
examinations. At an exhibition given by their classes, there were 250 works placed on
public view. The number of prizes and certificates was 113 ; their drawing classes
numbered, in 1870, 249, and in 1871, 352 members. A college of science is being
organized at Leeds, which will receive students from the mechanics’ institutes and other
classes, pushing their studies to higher planes.

Even more striking evidences of the educational work were given. The Social Science
Congress dsvoted a large portion of its sessions to this subject, ite discussions especially
dwelling on the necessity of technical training. Mr. Baines said that, fifty years since,
ouly ove in seventeen had received any education. Now it was about one in seven. The
government inspeetors reported, in 1870, 1,551,806 pupils in attendance on schools under
their supervision. In 1871 they had reported an increase of 300,000, making in all
1,850,060 persons. But the special efforts made in the directicn of technicsl ivstruction
are forcibly shown by the following : A departmment of science and art was organized in
1854, and placed under charge of the privy council, Aid was granted to schools and
iostitutes which included scievce classes in their programme. In 1860, ouly 9 such
clagzes existed ; in 1865, they numbered 120 ; in 1871, 943. In 1860 they had 500
schelars 5 in 1865, 5,479 ; in 1871, 38,015 were in attendance. Besides these, there
were, during the last year, 117 schools of art, with 20,290 students  Similar elementary
instruction wes given in drawing, &e , 1,350 schools, having 187,916 scholars. In 1855
only 29,498 children received such instruction. Perhaps, one of the best presentations
of a reason for clementary techrnical training is given in the following extract from

Mr. Baines’ address :

¢ Mr. George Muller, the benevolent and able founder of the great Ashly Down .
Orphanages, Bristol, maintains that nature has formed every child for some distinet -
pursnit—to be a mechanie, a chemist, an artist, a shoemaker, a printer, and so forth ;
and be deluys the choice of ocoupations till the boys sre nearly ready to be apprenticed.
In elementary schools there must be a foundation of general knowledge ; and nearly -
all children are found to be capable of learning all the branches usually considered
indispensable, if they begin early and are weil taught. The Germans have a saying -
that ¢ Every child who can speak may be taught to sing, and every child who can write
may be taught to draw.’ The object of school, then, should be to teach the indis-
pensable subjects to all, and to make n wise adaptation of the other subjects to the special -
talents of the scholars, But there is no reason why ocur first men of science, our first
engineers, architeots, artists, and manufacturers should not have their peculiar gifts
discovered, and the foundatipns of their technical training laid, even before they guit -
the elementary school.”

Another notable feature of English effort is the demand made for the more thorough
training of women, not. only in what some one has aptly termed the ¢ noble profession.
of a matron,” but in all branches of skilled labor, for which taste and physical fitness.
make them suitable. At Belfast, Ireland, there is the ** Queen’s Institute,” with from
300 to 400 female students, devoted to such training. A demand is made also for the
application of the half-time system to women employed in factories, wills, &c. No pro-
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vision is made by society for the technical education of women. At a recent English
conference it was shown that a geod deal of valuable work was being done by voluntary
effort in this direction.

At the Social Science Congress already referred to, some of the most interesting papers
were prepared and read by ladies, discussing at length the best methods of training their
own sex. The need of such training was held to be general. All were liabie to become
bousekeepers ; all should be fitted therefor. Few persons could tell when misfortune
might compel them to laber for remuneration. The need of skilied industry for women
was forcibly illustrated during the debates over the ¢ contagious discases” and ¢ soeial
evil ” acts. The want of honest avenues to 1abor quite commonly drove women to worse
than dishonest methods. Industrial skill and cpportunity were the keys to this as to
many other sociological problems.

Porirican EcoNouy as & Brancn oF ELEMENTARY EpucAaTioN, In the broadest sense,
no subjects are more intimately ascociated with education and labor than those which
belong to the relations of labor to eapital. If it be well and profitable for the working
dyer to understand the chemical components of the material in which he woiks, it can-
not be less profitable, and may be in 2 higher sense even more so, for him to vederstand
the accepted principles which underlie cost and production, profit and loss, supply and
demand. Ignorance is the most unprofitable of commeodities. Assumption of superior
wisdom brings, in the long run, no larger percentage. So both parties to this grave
issue may casily learn and unlearn, to their own and the community’s positive advantage.
Great Britain, as the country in which these questions are most fiercely contested, does
well by introducing into her new educational system the study of the elementary
econcmics. The subject was recently laid before the privy council by a cowmittee of
the Social Science Association. The case was stated by them in the following memorial :

(1.) ¢ Your memorialists have a strong conviction that the hostility between labor
and capital, arising from an erroneous belief that the interests ¢f working-people and
their employers, and of tenants and Iaudlords, are opposed to each otker, a belief leading,
in manufucturers, to attempts to impose harassing restrictions regarding rates of wages,
hours of labor, piece-work, number of apprentices, and the use of machinery ; and in
agriculture, to attempts to dictate the amount of rent to be exacted, and the selection
” and
threats of personal violence, and ultimately, in many cases, to murder itself, might have
been mitigated, and, in great measure, prevented, had the pecple of this country in
their youth, and before the mind could be warped, been instructed in the elements of
economic science. And on this, and on other grounds, they respectfully urge that no
more time be lost in taking measures for gradually introducing this konowledge, as a

of tenants, and leading, in its further stages, to strikes, lock-outs, ¢ rattings,

regular branch of edueation, into all schools to which the State gives pecuniary aid.

(2.) ‘“The practicability of communicating such knowledge to the minds of even very
young persons, and of making it both interesting and attractive, has been demonstrated
on such a scale as to place the matter beyond doubt.

(3.) ““Your memorialists respectfully suggest, as one practical mode of proceeding,
that elementary economie science be added to the subjects in which persons intending to
become teachers are invited to qualify themselves for examination, under the supervision
of the department of practical seience and art, and in which they may afterward prepare
pupils for examination, with a view to payment for ascertained success; and further,
they venture to submit that, until all difficulties incident to the establisment cf this new
branch of instruction shall have been surmounted, it would be highly expedient to
appoint at least one well-qualified school inspector, of known zeal in the cause, to
superintend the operations on this particular subject.”
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In response, the vice-president of the council, Mr. Foster, while not agreeing with the
request for the appcintment of a special school inspector, suggested that the committee
obtain a veluntary exercise of such funetions by some one or more of the present officials.
This was carried out, and the pupils of four large schools at Manchester, under govern-
ment supervision, now receive such instruction. During the ensuing year the study will
be made quite general. The practice of teaching such clemertary economics has been
long carried on in what are known as the Birkbeck schools, a system springing from the
mechanics’ institute, and named after its founder. In some of the Glasgow sehools, this
study is a prominent branch. Profe
of meresuntiie law are being established at the several Dritish Universities. It is strange
that in countries like Great Dritain and our own, (espeeially in such States us Massa-

cships of politisal and commercial economy and
I P

chusetts sud Pennsylvania, and others, wherein are funind the great organized industries,)
there should not be a more extended and careful study of these questions. It is true, of
course, that through the discussivns constartly had in cur widely-circalated press, there is
alarge avorage of intelligent understanding of them among all classes of our population ;
yet it wminst be borpe in mind, also, that wmuch of this newepaper discussion is inconse-
quential and illogical, often veiling ignorance under sounding rhetoric or the rant of a
partisan., ®Rimple presentation of elementary prineiples, logically stated and aptly
illustrated, would prepare the mind cf the future gmployer or employee to fitly compre-
hend and rationally deal with the complex issues that grow out of such relations. The
progress of free principles is only assured and steady when the general intelligence is
equal to the demands made on it. Those demands are now more exacting than ever.
They lay a strong hand on every individual member of the body politic. It isa law as
certain us gravitation, that we insure peace and order to a community just in the degree
that its «wverage mass, not its exceptional men and women, are made wore useful, become -
more readily cquipped with those tools by which opportunity carves success. The
culminatiug harvests arc but the results of fallow field, upturned earth, dropping seed,
and the long train of natural processes and buman care which ends in the ripening fruit
and bending sheaves, Preparation is the true secret of the scholar. We must, as a
nation, as Union and as States, be ready to enlarge the area of our preparation; be
willing to be taught by others, nor fail in any wise to comprehend what the new duties
are that new cceasions and new surroundings may demand.

WorkiNG-Crass EpvcaTion 18 Eurore. That we may find ourselves lagging, the
points already suggested with regard to Massachusetts sufficiently prove. Contrast them
with the testimony of Mr. Arthur J. Mundella, M. P. for Sheffield, who is one of the
largest employers of labor in the manufacture of hosiery and woollen goods, as to the
relative intelligence of Saxon and English operatives. The extract given is from his
evidencoe before a royal commission of inquiry into this subject :

¢ The contrast between the work-people of Saxony and England engaged in the same
trade is most humiliating, I have had statistics taken of work-shops and rooms in
tactorics in this distriet, and the frightful ignorance they veveal is disheartening and
appelling. In Saxony, our manager, an Englishman of superior intelligence, has never
met, in seven years, with a workman who eannot read and write—not in the limited and
imperfect manuer in which the majority of English artisaus read and write, but with a
freedom and fawiliarity which enable them to enjoy reading,.and to conduct their
corregpondence in a creditable and often superior style. Iam of opinion that the English
wotkman is gradualiy losing the race, through the superior intelligence which foreign
governrents are carefully developing in their artisans., If we are to maintain our
position in industrial competition, we must oppose to this national organization one
equally effective and complete ; if we continue the fight with our present voluntary sys-
tem, we shall be defeated. Goenerations hence, we shall be struggling with ignorance,
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squalor, pauperism, and crime ; but with a system of national education, made com-
pulsory, and supplemented with art and industrial educaticn, I believe, within twenty
years, England would possess the most intelligent and inventive artisans in the world.”
When we read in official reports that in Massachusetts thousands of children are
growing up in abject ignorance, working double the hours the same class dc in English
factories, that the law is often evaded, and children reported as having attended school
who have scarcely crossed the threshold thereof, we might not simply ask if industrial
supremacy can be achieved, but whether the free institutions we have won and defended
at such precious cost ean be maintained? In allowing such education as Germany affords
her poorest sons, the empire pledges itself, werking better than it knew, to the future
assumption of government by a secure and steadfast democracy. Iisimmediate gains
are in present wealth. Dr. Lycn Playfair declared, in bis report on the Paris Exposition
of 18¢7, that the one cause of British decadence therein was ¢ that France, Prussia,
Austria, Belgium, and Switzerland possess'good systems of industrial education for the
masters and managers of manufactories and workshops, and England possesies none.”
More than that, cven, is the fact that the boys and girls of the couuntries named are
trained to skilled labor from childhcod. They are systematically taught to be useful.
There is a fair attempt made, chiefly as an investment on the part of the controlling
classes, to impart what Mr. Scott Russell, tho well-known engineer, says is meant by
¢ technical education ;” *“ not that general education which we ali ought to have, and
which helps to make us intelligent, able, good men, but that special education in our
calling which should fit and enable each of us to discharge in the best manner the special
narrew round of duty by which each citizen fills his own personal place in sceial life.”
The establishment of a system of technical training such as this requires, Sir John
Pakingtou well declared, speaking for England, in his presidential address to the Soeial
Science Congress, “ could not possibly be accomplished by the people. With all the aid
that we might derive from the precedents of Iolland, Berlin, Stuttgardt, Austria, Han-
over, Cailsruhe, and Zurich, the task is one which would now, in England, require all
the energy and power of an able minister, supported by a consenting Parliament.” If
we, t00, are to succeed in any attempt at technical training adequate to our wants, we
must rely on instrumentalities more diffused and potential than the few, however
admirable, institutions like the school at Worcester, the Technological Institute at
Boston, the Cooper Union in New York, and the small schools of art and design at
Philadelphia, Pittsburg, and a few other cities. Such technical education as will be at
all commensurate with our needs must be inwrought with our public school system,
beginning through object instruction at the primary and proceeding through the
secondary schools, until the scholar reaches that stage of development wherein, his or
her special aptitude beicg understood, instruction may be continued in branches directly
applicable to the chosen pursuit. As is said of the canton Zurich, Switzerland, we
ought to be able to say that cur ¢ whole system is most scientifically constructed from
beginning to end ; and it ie as practically adapted to all the wants of an industrial
community as it is scientific in its plan.” How completely provided for is this Swiss
cominunity may be realized from the fact that, among other advantages, it has supple-
mentary or repetition sehools, in which apprentices and youth over fifteen, who work in
shop, mill, or yard, attend one day or two half-days per week, in order to freshen their
studies and acquire new ones. Therein ¢ they have every facility for obtaining techni-
cal instruction suited to their respective trades and occupations.” The teachers are
carefully trained at special seminaries. The simplest object lessons are all prepared for
this purpose—the training of the hand and eye as well as the brain. In the Zarich
school-houses may be found during the hours of attendance all the children of the canton.
In Lausanne, a teacher was puzzled to reply to the question of an English tourist, who
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asked what steps were taken if parents failed to send their children. He said, at last,
such a thing never cccurred there. The consequence is that, as in Germany, all are
educated to a considerable degree, and are especially trained to practical life. Woe,
however, seem to depend for our future progress upon the favorable conditions we have
oreated in the past. In the more advanced countries of Europe there appears every-
where manifest an earnest effort to create new snd more favorable conditions in which
to insure that progress will be secure ard steady. It is evident we must not depend too
much upon our favorable past or our fortunate present. Both as a matter of profit and
development, frcm the material and moral plane alike, the question of a more complete
practical and individual education, welded into and forming a vital part of our public
school system, is one of growing importance.

ELevaTing INFLUENCES. Probably nothing that could be done to make mechanical
pursuits and artisan life thoroughly honorable, in the usual sceial sense, could have
more effect than a comprehensive effort at technical education would preduce, To this
good end, organizations of labor, often such powerful agencies for good or ill, might do
much. If they required, themselves arranging some fair test, that no man should
become a member of any trades-union vnless he established to the satisfaction of his
working peers that he wag so reasonably proficient in his trade as to be able anywhere
to give honest work for honest pay, the whele standard of work at once would be
elevated. If a man answered such a test, it would not matter where he, or how he,
obtained his technical skill. It is gratifying to find educational activity among such
organizations. Education, they insist upon, i¢ the one stand-point on which to rest their
Archimedian lever. Naturally enough, labor, when organized for its own protection
and advancerent, aspires mostly to the attainment of that skill or science of adminis-
tration the knowledge of which is at the present moment the great secret of wealth
making and possessing. For success, the community must come armed with the knowl-
edge really necessary to the achieving of such administrative skill. Hence the necessity
of public practical tcchnical education.

WANT OF 0OUR PRESENT SYSTEM, AND’ALUE OF WHAT IS ProroSED, Herbert Spencer,
discussing what knowledge is most tvorth, declares.that an acquaintance with science, in
some of its departments, is of fundamental importance. What ¢‘is called ‘learning a busi-
ness,’ really implies learning the science involved in it.” Again, he says, ‘“Just as fast
as productive processes become more seientific, which competition will inevitably make
them do, and just as fast as joint-stcck undertakings spread, which they certainly will,
so fast will scientifie knowledge grow necessary to every one.” In the full realization
of that statement lies the solution of the so-called labor question. Ignorance will make
working men and women the mere cogs and wheels in the great machinery of organizbd
industry. Education, practical and technieal, will make them its masters. A likely
appreciation of this may be perceived in the several replies of workingmen, in
response to the inquiries of the Commissioner of Education.

The inquiry begun last year might have been carried further with great advantage.—
Though a little scouted by some to whom the circulars were addressed, it is a noticeable
fact that, from the first, the workingmen discerned the purpose, and have responded
quite fully. Their replies are very interesting; while equally as valuable are those
sent by the observers, to whom irquiries were addressed. Not one fails, in those divis-
ions, to see the advantages, pecuniary and otherwise, which more definite, practical and
geientific institutions, would be to individuals and the community.

Herbert Spencer’s criticism on the inefficiency of the present system is amply sustained
by this concurring testimony, drawn, as it is, from so many diverse sources. There is
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no more forcible statement of the failure of our common schools to teach that which we
find most nearly concerns the business of life than the remarks of Herbert Spencer,
already referred to. The quotation fitly closes and enforces this argument: <<All our
industries would cease were it not for all that information which men begin to acquire
as they best may after their education is said to be finished, And were it not for this
information, that has been from age to age accumulated and spread by unofficial means,
these industries would never have existed. Ifad there been no teaching but such as is
given in our publie schools, England would now be what it was in feudal times. That
increasing acquaintance with the laws of phenomena, which has, through successive
ages, enabled us to subjugate nature to our needs, and in these days gives the common
laborer comforts which a few centuries ago kings could not parchase, is scarcely ir any
degree owed to the appointed means of instructing our youth. The vital knowledge—
that by which we have grown as a nation to what we ‘are, and which now underlies our whole
existence—is a knowledge that has got itself taught in nooks and corners; while the ordained
agencies for teaching have been mumbling little else but dead formulas.”

RICHARD J. HILTON.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
BUREAU OF STATISTICS OF LABOR OF MASSACHU-
SETTS, FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1871.

EpvcaTioN IN RELATION To STrIKES, The best educated workmen, and those for
whom means of intellectual improvement are provided by their employers, are the least
likely to be engaged in strikes. ¢ The further you recede from a condition wherein
educational culture and refinement have generated a rigid self-control, which keeps all
passionate outburst under check, the necarer you approach to its opposite—a condition
of ignorance, coarseness, and even barbarism, the pitiable subjects of which know but
one means of rectifying wrong, and that means is sudden and effective violence.” In
England, where strikes are more frequent and violent than in any other part of the
world, the masses of the working-people are, as John Forster, one of England’s leading
authors, declares, ““the worst educated people of any nation in Europe.” <“From the
reports of the parliamentary commission upon the subject of trades-unions, we learn
that those trades from which personal violence emanated were the very lowest in educa-
tion—almost brutes in their ignorance.” ¢ With such a class of men, brute force is the
patural and only method of redress for real or supposed injury.” ¢ This propensity to
violence, ouly education can control and overcome.” ¢ English writers speak of the
¢dangerous classes’ of Xngland. Would there have been such classes had England
been faithful to the duty it owed to all its classes, of educating all? Are there any such
classes among the seHool-taught workmen of Massachusetts? And has not the school-
house made them to differ?” ¢ Education will secure better thoughts and wiser reme-
dies. The school-house is better than the jail; prevention is wiser than cure. Had
England encouraged and aided, by appropriate legislation, the educational and material
advance of its industrial classes, neither trades-unions nor strikes had been the necessi-
ties of the workwan.”

In this country strikes have oceurred principally in places where there are ‘“no free
lectures for the working-peof)le, no libraries or places of instruction or amusement, nor
anything haviog any reference to the moral and intellectual growth of the operatives.”
The testimony of an operative is: ¢TI know that when there is any trouble betwgey_{
employer and employees, it is not the most intelligent men among the workmen who
agitate and foment trouble.” ’

EpucatioNaL ProGRrESS AS AFPFECIED BY REDUCTION IN Hours or LaBor. “The
effects of the long-time system were seen in a general disinclination for mental improve-
ment ”  ““When a working population is engrossed by material pursuits for thirteen or
fourteen hours a day, the attempted devotion of a brief interval of exhausted effort to
inteliectual improvement is a superficial farce.” ¢ Reduced hours of labor have a
tendency to improve one mentally and physieally. A person will, under continual long
hours, become a mere brute, not having time to think or do anything for personal im-
provement.” ¢ Many hard-working day laborers have strong desires for intellectual
improvement, but not being favorably situated as to hours, they are obliged to deny
themselves the coveted luxury. Time to educate the mind is one of the greatest
requirements of the laborer at the present day.”
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Where the hours of labor have been reduced, it has been fully proved that * oppor-
tunities given are opportunities improved.”

“¢ Eight-hour workmen lose little time, improve their minds by reading and study,
and are more disposed to investigate and think for themselves. They attend lectures,
where men employed a longer time prefer lighter amusements, being too tired for mental
application.”

¢¢Lessened time has enlarged the area and the usefulness of the lyceums, and added
very much to the numbers attending them; older lecturers assuring us that this increase
is mainly derived from the working-classes.”

¢¢After the adoption of the tou-hour system, (in England,) it was surprising to notice
how drunkenness dimini_shed, and to sce mechanics’ institutes, reading-rooms, libraries,
debating societies and evening schools springing up.” ¢In England now, on the present
system of short hours, they have mechanics’ institutes in almost every town. Members’
pay oue shilling (24 ceats) a month. They are open every night. There are regular
classes, and there are libraries.”

¢ It is the glory of the ten-hour men of Lancashire, Eugland, that, though sorely
tried by actual suffering, their higher cuiture and their nobler aims, generated by
lessened time, gave them a better compiehensivon of the question, and enabled them to
prevent their government from positive intervention in favor of secession and against
the Government of the United States.”

ScrooLING oF Facrory CHILDREN. ‘‘As to legal schooling for children, there is
considerable diversity of fact and statement., Many large manufacturers admit its
non-enforcement, but charge the delinquency mainly to the parents.” One manufac-
turer says: ¢ Doo’t know that any now have their legal schooling.” Another: <Our
children are much interested in their schcooling, but don’t get the legal amount.” An-
other reports: ¢‘The children have about fourteen weeks’ schooling per year. Most of
the factory parents take an interest in the matter. A few do not; they wish the
children to work as much as possible.” Tho want of intcrest on the part of the parents
is reported from places where wages are small, and the children’s earnings are absolutely
needed. .

« Returns from 73 woollen mills in Massachusetts give a total of 464 children, of
whom but 180 are reported to have been sent out to school.” From the town of Holyoke:
¢¢ There is great neglect cf the schocl and employment laws concerning children in this
place, and the results are bad” From Southbridge: ¢ So far as the schooling of the
children is concerned, when notice was sent by the school committee, as many as could
be spared were sent out of the mills, but nothing was done to see that they really went
to school. It would not do for an overseer of the company to interfere in the matter
further than directed by the agent, if he would retain his place.” From Fall River:
¢“The school law is obeyed, but not the ten-hour law, for children between ten and
fifteen years old.” The question arises, whether children who work ten hours daily are
in condition to derive much benefit from school.

A workman testifies: ““In my room boys are employed between ten and fifteen.
Little attention is paid to the school law. When the term begins they are turned out,
but most of them are back again in a fortnight.” Most is done for the edacation of
factory children where manufacturers themselves take a personal interest in the matter.
¢ Some factory communities form a school district by themselves. These places have
prosperous and well-managed factory schools.” One manufacturer reports:  ““ Have a
school at the mill, half the expenses of which are paid by the town and half by us.
Half the children attend it alternately.” Uonotuck silk factory: ¢ Children are em-
ployed, but their schooling is carefully looked after. No new child is hired ualess it
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has had the legal amount of schooling, and at the beginning of every term the factories
are inspeeted, and delinquents brought up to the mark. Good results have always
followed care in this respect The company have erected a brick school-house for the
factory, at a cost of $35,000, and and provided it with all necessary facilities. Free
library and reading-room for operatives.”

IMPROVEMENT UPON THE PresEnt ScmooL-Law—Harr-Tine Scnoors.  As a purely
educational matter, it would seew to be a function of the educational authorities of the
State, and of the several local school committees, to see that children in factories receive
their regular schooling. But an objection to this is that leeal sehcol-boards in manu-
facturing centers are pot superior t¢ the influence of strong corporations or powerful
individual wanuofacturers, and that where they should attemt to euforce the statute,
they wounld stand a chance of being displaced at the next election, TIn some instances,
as is credibly reported, overseers of the very mills that viclate the law are placed upon
school committecs for the very purpose of making thiugs go easy. We give up the
present statute as wholly useless, and recommend in it place the English system of
¢ half-time schools,” under which factory children attend sehool three hours each day.”

‘¢ Something efficient must be done, and done quickly, for ignorance in the manu-
facturing towns is on the rampant iperease. We venture to assert that never till within
these last few years could it be said that in a single establishirent of about 1,600 working
people in Massachusetts, more than $00 could neithier read nor write. Our large cities
and manufacturing centers are surcharged with children growing up in ignorance and to
a heritage of crime, notwithstanding ail our appliances of education. And one strong
reason is that ‘there is no enforcement of the cchool-laws. The ratio of ignorance is
increasing beyond the proportion of its means of cure.”

¢¢ It is useless any longer to blink the idea of compulsory education out of sight and
out of thought. A fearful warning comes from France, whaose ignorant troops have been
seattered like chaff before the educated soldiers of Prussia, and Prussia compels the edu-
cation of every child, In France, in 1866, of a population of thirty-three millions, 28
per cent. of the men and 48 per cent. of the women could not read, while 40 per cent. of
the men and 60 per cent. of the women could not write.”

¢ A successful experiment has been made with a half-time school at the Indian Orchard
Mills, Springfield. It is cne of the public schools of the city, under supervision of its
school committee, but is especially set apart for the factory children. It was started in
Decersber, 1868, and was kept up until the winter of 1870, with an average attendance
of 30 scholars, holding a session of three kours every afterncon. This system reaches a
class of children which otherwise must remain in total ignorance. The effect upon them
is marvelluus, as regards morals and habits of neatuess, and as arule they learn as
much ag children of the same age in full-time school.”

The sawe has been tried at the Naumkeag Mills, Salem, and the testimony is that
¢ the effert of school training upon the children is to make them more lively at their
work and more tractable.” .

With regard to the English half-time schools, the following points have been estab-
lished by the concurrent testimony of all the school-masters and other witnesses
examined. The testimony was taken for the education commission, pursuant to an
order in Parliament of June 25, 1861.

1. ““That a master can completely exhaust the children’s capacity of attention in
three heurs, even with intervals of repose.”

2. ¢ That, where the teaching is anything like equal, a manual and industrial occu-
pation gives great advantage to the child in the ucqulrement of knowledge,” ¢ owing to
bether habits of attention.”
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3. «That the half-time system has given to the children of these districts an educa-
tion which they would not have obtained if long school-hours had been required.”

4. ““That the half-time system might be introduced with very great advantage into
other trades and occupations.”

5. ““That a competent and trained master can teach a large number much more
éffectively than a small number;” i. e., meaning with the organization of assistants,
pupil-teachers, &e.

One teacher testifies: ““When I have had to select pupil-teachers, full three-fourths
have been taken from the half-timers.”

EpucaTioNAL PROGRESS AS AFFECTED BY AGRICULTURAL PUrsUITS. Among the great
evils of an agricultural life is the very limited time allowed for personal culture. It
was left for our enlightened nineteenth century and our enlightened country to discover
and give curreney to the great truth that ignorance is the mother of all good farming.”

¢0ld farmers exclaim against agricultural colleges, and join in the hue and ery
against theoretieal farming, against edneating yonng men away from the farm, against
giving them any education whatever.”

The general educational condition of the farm laborer is very low, even below that
of the factory operative. A large percentage of them can neither read nor write. The
educational condition of foreign farm-laborers is below that of natives, but their
children aro being better educated in our schools, some of the best pupils being Irish.”

¢ Brains as well as brawn are nceded by a farm-laberer to make him profitable help,
and brains are the great need of New England agriculture to-day.”

Tt is a very rare thing to find an intelligent American employed as a hired farm
laborer ; consequently the foreign element predominates, and the general tore of farm-

ing is decreasing.”

Eievating INFLUENCE OF EpucarioNn upeN WoRKINGMEN, ¢“The native working
classes of Magsachusetts, educated to some fair extent, have within them a steadily in-
creasing desire for improvement and betterness.” ¢ Those who get so far above the
abysmal depths of ignorance as to begin to see, to observe, and to think, are sure to
begin to desire.”

“The educated American operative of the primary period of manufacturing has
become extinet. A secondary period long ago succeeded it, furnishing a low grade of
European operatives. These in turn, under the educational influence of our institutions,
are undergoing » change, and getting to be thinkers and readers ; and, demanding more
time for improvement, are stepping up and ount of this employment. Manufacturers ¢ do
not see what they are to do for labor unless the Chinaman comes along,” and so we get
into the tertiary formation by Mongolizing our factory towns. This is practically saying
that there must be, for the sake of cheapness, an eternal retrograde in the intellectual
status of operatives. But it must not be forgotten that all this is at the expense of the
growth of the older tenants of the country, and perhaps at the peril of institutions the
security of which depends on the education of the people who really rule their country,
and who, by education only, can be enabled to rule it well. The longer this cducation
is retarded by the perpetual additional drag of new and ignorant masses, the worse it
will be for the republio.”

IaNORANCE OF WORKINGMEN NoT VOLUNTARY. Abundant testimony proves that where
native workmen are ignoraut, it is from want of opportunity, not from choice. The
means of improvement given, they would gladly avail themselves of it. One of their
number says : < Concerts and minstrels are generally well attended. Still, T think any
one understanding his subject, and having ample means for illustrating the natural

<
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sciences, would find it difficult to get a hall large enough to hold those who would go to
hear him. The majority would patronize the latter entertainment in preference to the
former.”. OQur native workmen are surely not inferior in intelligence to the English, and
such lectures have met with great success among them. ¢ Workmen secek common
amusements only because refined, intellectual ones are beyond their means.” Many
complain, ¢ No places for instruction or innocent recreation within reach.” A very
large majority of workmen, in all branches of trade, take newspapers and magazines.

Renative EpucaTioNAL CoNDITION OF NATIVE 4ND ForEigN WOREMEN. ¢ The ratio
of native to forsign, unable to read and write, is as 1 to 210; of the number unable to
read and write to the whole, as 1 to 63. Ono of the large corporations in Lawrence
reports that all born in the United States can read and write.”

¢ In 27 woolen factories, 79 native and 348 forelgn canuot read or write.”

€A brick company employs 170 persons, mest of them French Canadians, 150 of whom
eannot read or write.”

In contrast to this is the “Lynn organization of shoemalers, somo two thousand
strong, and with only one member whoze name has to be written for him.”

¢Of 132 native workmen employed in a quarry, only 9 are unable to read and write,
while out of 20 foreigners, 9 can neither read nor write.”

In a copper establishment, with 64 workmen, principally from Ireland and the
British provinces, 30 are unable to read and write.

Iron foundery employs 148 persons; all foreign but 8; unable to read and write, 100.

Locomotives —Native employees, 453 ; foreign, 470; unable to read or write, native, 11;
foreign, 74.

Lead Company.—Thirty-four employees, one-half fereign; lu cannot read or write.

Newspaper Manufactory.—Seventy-seven employees, mostly native; only 6 cannot read
or write, Eighty men employed; unable to read and write, 5 native, 15 foreign.

Metal Works.—Employed 13,395 persons; proportion of native to foraign; as 54 to 53;
unable to read and write, 886.

Convict labor, as employed by the Tucker Manufacturing Company.—Number employed,
373; 80 native, 293 foreign; unable to read aad write, 14 native and 29 foreign.

The proportion of uneducated native labor seems to be larger in the State Prison than
in any department of trade.

¢ In factories a majority of the native born employees, who ean neither read nor -

write, are elderly wemen.”

13
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EXTRACTS FROM MASSACHUSETTS REPORT ON THE
STATISTICS OF LABOR, 1872.

AnreuneNT AND RECOMMENDATIONS.— Education. Really, if experienco had not taught
us otherwise, we should hardly have supposed it necessary to argue, before the pecple
of Massachusetts, upon the importance of educating all her children, specially the
rapidly increasing numbers of the working children of* the State. Theorctically, even
they who control the large number cf youthful employees in factories, shops and stores,
and who have within twenty-five years past, supplied or introduced a large portion of
that class, for whose education we plead, concede, but only theoretically its jinportance.
Practically, in the continuance of long hours aud iu negiect of ke scheol Iaw, they oppose
all effort in that direction. Nay, further, in testimony given before a legislative com-
mittee, we heard a prominent manufacturer say that he was importing help from the
pauper pepulation of Ergland, than which o more thoroughly and stolidly ignorant race
eannot be found in the wide world. And to these is fast being added the race of French
Canadians, who are not only ignorant theissclves, but whelly destitute of any desire
that their children should be educated. It may be well for the new comers to get within
reach of better infiuences, but not so well, perhaps, for the educational reputation of the
State. Ard yet, these employers will, without dissent, acknowledge that the educated
laborer possesses by far the greater dexterity, greater t:ustworthiness, cuperior habit of
thought and of contrivance; and, much more quickly sesing the end from the beginning
of a process, contrives new metheds or eliminates unnceessary details from old ones;
and so, again, inereases and improves production—giving better quality and decreasing
aost. .

In every report upon the subjects of ¢¢Children in Factories” and of ¢ Labor in
Massachusetts,” strong language of warring, and the most urgent entreaty Lave been
employed, though vainly, now these four years past, to induce efficient and prompt leg-
islation in behalf of the large and increasing numbers of children in factory, shop and
street, growing up in ignoranse. It has been declared, on proof absolutely incountrover-
tible, that nothing but systematic compulsion, brought to bear upon employer, parent
and child, will remedy the evil and fend off the sure disasters that will fsllow further
neglect, It seems to be supposed that the preseat method of the treatment of these
unschooled children is not only nccessarjr, but unavoidable. Every expert in educa~
tional matters knows that children, taken from school at eight or nine years, soon forget
about all they have learned; and those who have watched the operation and infiuence
of the three-month system of sciooling, as compared with those of the half-time system,
know that while the former is vastly better than nothing, it is very greatly inferior to
the latter, in permanently fixing knowledge in the child’s mind.

Now the real truth lies just between the eonstaney of work and the constancy of
schooling; the constant pressare upon the brain, and the constant pressure upon the
hand. Work, under a true method of education, would supplement tho school, and the
sohool would supplement work; and the children would thus acguire industrial habits
of both Head and hand. Hitherto we have, here in Massachusetts, thrown all our edu-
eaticnal strength in the direction of the mind. The time is now come when a part of
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that strength must be turned to aid the hand. The details, thought and experience
will elaborate; but we believe the principle to be settled, that elewentary training in
industrial art mnst be iilcorpomted into the Massachusetts system of schools.

Now while it is true that in Massachusetts a surpassingly great and most praiseworthy
work has been done in the providing of cducational means, there is a great and con-
stantly increasing demand that such means shall reach all for whom they are intended.
The tables for the feast are ready; good ard substantial food is placed thereon; many
guests are present and partaking; but the educational starvelings, themselves and their
guardians, equally thoughtless of the famine that will destroy them, are not there; and
it is time that the State seat her servants ¢ out into the highways and hedges and com-
pelled them to come in.”

Yes, compelled them; and the parable uses just the word that expresses tho strong
obligations she iz under to prevent the irreparable wreng that she herself will infliet
upon the unconstrained guests, if they be permitted to grow up without the nutritive
blessings of this feast. Wo beiisve thot public sentiment is already ripe for action, and
ready to sustain any forceful appliances that resciute legislation will render effective.
But there should be ne wineing timidity abcut it. The duty must not be delegated to a
single individual, unsustained by assistants. It must not be left to anybody and every-
body; for then uncertain and divided responsibility reduces these two tc a negative
nobedy, and the result is zero.

The argument that State interference will be trenchirg upon individual rights may be
classed with the arguments against the right of the State to enaci laws for the protection
of its citizens and itself against the spread of disease, either in man or beast; against
its right to shut up luratics in asylems, or villains of any degree in priscn, We know
that there have been supeilative raseals and colossal rascalities among men said to be
educated; but we hazard nothing, in saying that their education was without the vastly
important clement that leavens all education with moral purity, Heart and soul must
bave been left uncducated, and thercfore failed in boing imbued with that lofty and
impressible sense of virtue which repels the very thought of wrong with a sort of moral
shudder.

Dr. Chalmers said, with entire justness, that it is, without question, both the duty
and the right of the civil power to cducate the people; such right and such duty rest-
ing on two distinct principles, ene economic and the other judicial. Education adds
directiy to the economic value of men, helping them under all circamstances; helping
them specially, when art brings forward new and bott:r machinery, and science new and
better mathods, to accommodate themselves thereunto, and so inoreasing enormously the
productive efficiency of their labor. That large portion of the people who are educated,
and are aleo living by their cwn exertions of brain or hand, contributes, with generous
gertainty, to the wealth of the country, while a very large portion of those who are
uceducated not only contributes nothing thereto, but is a positive burden upon the com-
munity; and upon the reason that, by edusation, you can diminish the numbers that
make up this last set, rests the economic principle. And the judicial principle rests on
thoe fact that the laws of a country are written laws, written for the guidance of the
people, and, to be guided by them, the people must be able to read them. In one of
our cotton mwills, mere than one-half of its sixteen huadred operatives, (they are for.
eigners,) ean neither read nor write. Now, about the premises are pested up the printed
rales and regulations by whieh these operatives are to ba guided, and the contracts under
which they are held when they enter the employ of the company. What real right,
aside from might, has this company to enforce contracts over those who cannot read
them? Tt is not expected that people, toiling through the long working hours of all
the working days of a year, should read all the huge tomes that comprise the laws; but
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they should be made competent to ascertain the average breadth and scope of law; and,
on this, is founded the judicial right of the State to eompel education; and the State
that fails to do this is more to be blawed therefor than the ignorant party whom, by her
neglect, she has allowed to ripen into crime. Specially is this true in a Staté like
Massachusetts, which disfranchises itg citizens who are unable to write, and to read its
Constitution in the English language,—she, by her own neglect, -permitting their igno-
rance, and then punishing them for its consequences. No boast that she has advantages
beyond other commonwealths, and virtues above average States, will whiten out the
spots that thus dim her general lustre and fair fame.

Bat what shall we say to the parents who plead, and not without reason, under present
methods of cheap labor and of ‘¢ getting most work for least pay,” that they are abso-
lutely too poor to spare their children from wage-labor that they may get some instruc-
tion? 'This plea is the short-sighted argument of persons so little educated themselves
that they are not able to take any enlarged views in the matter, and who, confining
their thoughts to the small menthly earnings of their childrea, ignore the fact that
these earuings would, afler educaiion had ripened the children for more productive
labor, becouie greatly eninrgod. They are too poor to waii awhile for the better income,
and are not without well founded apprehensicn that if, booause of
in acquiring some little knowledge, the earnings of their children being immediately
decreased, the general earnings of the househeld will be permanently decroased. They
do not think that such a withdrawal of children from the general sﬁpply would operate
to raise the price of adult labor; siuce it is well known that a great reason urged for
the employment of children is its cheapness, and that that very chieapness tonds to reduce
the wages of the adult. Were the example set by the Nauwkeag Mills, in Salom, of
but a simall percentage of decreased pay, followed throughout the State, the immediate

soie little thue lost

loss of earnings would bs reduced to a comparatively low figure, and no parent could
reasonably object. "

Now it is not enough that we have good schools; to be frequented, they must present
allurements over the poworful alluretnents of both wags-labor and absenteeism. Make
it manifest that edueation will insure employment and increased wage, and truancy wiil
lose its allurements, and there will bo no *¢ creeping, like snail, unwillingly to school.”
If a compulsory educational law be but once firmmly established and steadily operative,
let it but have produced its legitimate effect upon one generation, and there will be no
danger that the people will fall back into the old, habitual disregard for instruction, or
that officers will be needed to enforce its requirements. Each educated parent, knowing
by daily practical use the benefits he has recsived himself, will not deny thewm to his
offspring, but will rather become the law’s most efficient officer in enforcing it. For this
reason is it that we hear so little of the actual enforcement of the compulsory sehool
law of Prussia, and are told that the law has bueome inert. The nation has been edu-
cated beyond the necessity of officers of such a law, and its izaction is the strongest
testimeny in its favor. A father, in Prussia, would as soon withhoid food and clothing
from his child’s body as he would withhold the means of growth and habiliment from
his wind. He knows now that nehther tho one nor the other should be negleoted.

But here in Massachusetts—we write it sorrowfully, but under o sense of duty to her
reputation—matters have gone so far in neglect of her working children, that silence
would be sicfully unpatrictic, while warning is truest and most deferential love.

Here, too, in these very United States, according to the last census, there are five
millions of children, of school age, that never attend any school! With the examples
before us of the condition of Spain, Italy, France, England, with their thousands of
untaught children and utterly ignorant hordes of adult peasants and eity rabble, and
the fearful dread under which the governments live, or have lived, of outbreak, riog
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and rehellion among their commons, so long neglected, what are we thinking about, that
we permit ourselves to be any longer exposed to the risk of similar gperil? Tt is idle to
believe that any State can neglect the development of the mental, moral and phyeical
capabilities of Ler children, withcut endangeriny her existence. Surely she who gives
no protection is entitled to none from the unprotected; and, in seenring to them the
education to which they kave a God-given right, she best secures their and her own pro-
tection; and, in this view, education, voluntary or compulsory, becomes the pz'otecticn
of both child and State.

fn an article in the * American Church Review,” for January, 1872, upon the works
of Benjamin Disraeli, cccurs this passage, pregoant with meaning:

¢ There is an uneagy fecling that, in case of invasion, tho masses could not be trusted.
In ths war of this country with England (1812-14,) which turned on the right of im-
pressing seamen, it is said that impressed men on board British frigates had a trick, in
Joading & gun, of patting in the cannon ball before they put in the cartridge. If a
continenthl nation should invade England, with the ery of ¢ Workmen’s Rights,” how
will the appeal ® Rally round your Hearths and Homes’ affect the dwellers in the back
sluins of Manchester and Birmingham,” and London ? :

What indueement would they have to strike in defence of a ¢ three pair back,” twelve
by ten, with seven-foot posta, the dwelling, eating and sleeping house of ¢ Ginx and his
dozen children ?”  And equally small inducerent for protective zeal and energy would
be prssented by the filthy back slums and tenement houses of Boston and New York.
If their dwellers fight it will be for pay, not for their altars and their fires. Let ussze
how we are tending in New England. General Faton, United States Commisstoner cn
Education, will soon issue a series of statistios to be embodied in his annual report, set-
ting forth the relation of education to crime in the New England States. From this it
appears——first, that eighty per cent. of 1he criminals in these States have no education,
or not sufficient to serve their availzble purposes in life; second, eighty to ninety per
cent. of the criminals have never learned any trade, nor are they master of any skilied
labor; third, not far from soventy-five per cent. of the crimes committed are by persons
of foreign extraction; fourth, eighty to ninety per cent. of the criminals are intem-
perate; fifth, ninety-five per cent. of the juvenile offenders came from idle, ignorant,
vicious and drunken homes,

There are, we concede, difficulties to be met and overcome. So there are in evei'y-
thing that is worth doing. Lot us meet and overcome these, or we shall be compelled,
hercafter, to meet greater difficulties that may overpower us. What are some of them ?
The chief are these problems : . s

I.—How to induce very poor parents to be willing to deny themselves a little more,
that their children may receive at least the legal amount of schooling up to their six-
teenth year, that is, from about six to fifteen years of age inclusive,

II.—How to make such arrangements with the educational authorities of the several
cities and towns as will secure their co-operation and aid in carrying out the provisions
of the statute; in vsecuring the rights of the children, as against parents and employers,
and the rights of employers against the misrepresentations of parents and children, in
matters of the age and the schooling of such children.

III.—How to arrange a uniform system throughout the State, under which it might
be known how many children there are, between ten and fifteen years of age, in the
State; how many of them are not attending any school, and why; how many of them
are at work, and at what work and wages, and how many hours a week they are so em-
ployed; and whether this work extends over more than nine months in each and every
year.
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IV.—How to devise and set in thorough operation a system of inspection in every-
portion of the State, under which the necessary officials should be enabled, without
hindrance or intervention of employers, to enter any prewiises wherein children are
employed,’and, coming into contact with the children themselves, learn from them all
needed facts in each several case.

V.—How to arrange such form of prohibitory statute as should insure conviction in
case of violation of law in these premises, and by which any officers of the law who
neglected to prosecute for offence should themselves become liable to' penalty for such
neglect. ‘

VI.—How, in case that a regular half-time school be, for any cause, deemed inexpe-
dient in any given locality, half-time classes may be arranged in ordinary schools, with
the least disadvantage to the other interests of the school,

Now, as children ara,'or ought to be, through with too many exceptional casecs, under
the control of parents, the main object will bo nearly effected if we can make the parents
wish to send their children to school, as is universally the case in Prussia, where each
parent is u quast officer for his own children. If you ask any parent if he desires his
children should learn, the reply will be, invariably, in the affirmative, but with the
addition, by the very poer, that it is hard to live without their eurnings. Now the
great difficulty is to accomplish both the school and the earnings; and it is manifest
that a compromise must be effected and each yield a little, in order to secure something
of both. This the half-time system accomplishes; aud it is doubly eflicient where the
course pursned at the Naumkeag Mills is adopted. Here the children all get their
schooling, and while at gchool lose, not one-half of their wages, but only about one-
third, each school week; no additional deducticn being mado except when the child is
reported by the teacher to the mill agent as having been absent from school without
satisfactory excuse. The truest and best system is, where there are children enough in
a given lecality, to have a doubls supply, so that, all the year round, one-half might be
in mill or shop and the other half in school, and this. method to be arranged for alter-
nate days, instead of alternate halves of the same day  There is the added advantage
attending this system that a much larger number of children could be employed and
earn something. But better still would it be, and curative of all difficulties, if there
were legal prohibition against the employment of any children under fifteen years of
age, and not then unless they had secured the elements of an English education and
elementary skill in & trade. Miss Mary Carpenter, of London, a witness of the very
highest value, and receatly elected, under the new educational laws, a member of the
city school committee of London, and herself a practical teacher for more than twenty
years, says that ¢ children taken from school at nine and put at work in factories and
shops, have, at fourteen, forgotten nearly all they have ever learnt.” And she strongly
favors the influence of the evening school, for workers of fourteen years old and up-
wards, to supplement their previous acquirements.

‘Now, it seems to us that with the establishment of half-time schools, with an enforce-
ment of compulsory and prohibitory laws by officers specially assigned to the duty, and
themselves responsible to the chief educational officer of the State, to whom quarterly
reports of their doings should be made, he to inform the Legislature in his annual
reports, we might reasonably hope to rid ourselves of the reproach that we now justly
‘bear of neglecting the class of children for whose benefit these schools should be created,
and go protect the State against the danger that has already assailed us, and has pro-
duced its worst effects in the shameless misrule of the greatest city of the continent, by
an ignorant and dangerous class ; a city of whose children it is said to be rigidly true
that the larger proportion get mo schooling beyond that of the primary schools.

.
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Childven myst, when bronght under inetruction, ke taught these things which will be
of gervice o them in the common affairs of life. But what are they? Clearly these :

I.—The use of language ; that they may know how to think and to give expression
to thought. These they will attain by Reading, and by exercizes in Dictation, Letter
Writing and Composition. Spelling will come in here.

JI.—The usze of the eve, the ear and tho hand, both as aids to mental operations and
{n facilitating the business of life. This use they will acquire by Writing, Drawing and
Musie, and some Industrial Art. :

III.—How to ocbserve, to reflect, to reason wpcn a subjeét, and so to acquire great
truths, Here will come in an enlzrged system of Object Lessons, and the great facts of
Earth ard Sky, as illustrated in Topical and Physical Geegrephy, Astronomy, and the
elements of Natural Philesophy.

IV.—How to transact business. Here will come in Mental and Written Arithmetic,
simplo methods of Keeping Acccunts, the Scienco of Forms and its applioations, as
taught by Geometry in its simpler elements.

V.—The discipline and formation of character. And here come in the subjeets of
morality, of duties to God and Man, being the great precepts of Christian Morals ;
here the influencs of the History of Nations, and of Individuals, as instruction and
warning, History in its trus sigaifieation, civil, social, industrial, rather than warlike
and of Hero-worship.

VI.—The physical discipline of the body. And here comes in a variety of exercises,
Gymnastie, Military and others, aiding physical development, and proparing for in-
dustrial, personal Iaber.

Now, if we can but ascomplish this great object, and, in its aid, we pleadingly invoke
all good citizens, we shall be sure to find an improved state of things in Massachusstts.
Personal influence and no little sacrifice, we knsw, will be needed, aud of the latter not
the least will be demanded of those for whose benefit, more directly, the effort is made.
These are the laboring classes, the men of the smallest wages, (as these generally have
the largest {amilies,) whose children are compelled to toil at unreasonable ages, and
through unreasonable hours, to keep hunger from the doer. Lock at it for a moment.
The parent of a child working at the Nuumkeag BMills, and atteading school half-time
for 26 weeks, really sacrifices $23.14, 17 per cent. cut of what would be the child’s
annual earnings of $137,28. It isreally, on his part, a payment right out of so much
money. To be sure, he is not taxed for ccst of schooling, or books; but he none the
less bhas to pay this amcunt, and it is so ek loss to him. Now, if an income tax of
17 per cent. were levied on the general public, wonld there not be & loud protest against
such oppression?

We do not adduce this as an argument against the compulsion that pats the child te
school ; but rather to show that if the poor man consents te so great a pecuniary loss,
tho general tax-payer ought most willingly to consent to such increased expenditure of -
the municipal taxes as would secure to these children the inestimable blessings of edu-
oation. We know that in the end, great good will prectically inure to the parent from
the increased wage that an educated child will be sure to gain ; and that so, he will be
more than likely to get his lost money back again. Put will no good come to the
general tax-payer, and to the general community, by there being 2n educated, in placs
of an ignorant working elass? Will there be no return of his moneys, because of lees
public expenditure for suppression and punishment of erime—the legitimate and sure off-
spring of ignorance in mind and morals? Will there be no better return from his
investments, in industrial establishments growing out of the increased production by
means of improved machinery, which some of these educated laborers will have origi-
pated ? Will there be no benefit to him, to us all, to the whole race of man, that the.



200 COMMON SCHOOLS,

race itself shall be go lifted up out of the debasement and degradation, now so palpably
in the ascendant, that
¢¢ All erime shall coase, and ancient frand shall {ail ;
Returning justice lift aloft her seale.”

For was there ever a time known in our history, when the ** abomination of desolation’
in wickedness and crime was more shamelessly rampant than now ; when the vast aggre-
gation of inordinate riches by the few, has produced inordinate poverty among the
many ; when the greed for wealth has seemed to justify the most nefarious meaus in its
acquisition, and when it seemed a necessity to herald honesty in a money-trusted official,
as a virtue of great rarity, amidst prevailing knavery? Never, it would seem, was
there so teemingly abundant proof that ¢“ the love of money is the root of all evil.”

We maintain that every child has a pight, an inalienable right, to sueh educatio'n as
will qualify him to master the possibilities of the civilization into which he may have
been born. And further, we believe that the ignoring of this right has led to the
existence of that most undesirable class of persons that is found in conuection with the
highest culture and refinement. We believe that it has led to the evil of the yaet dis-

proportion in the distribution of the proceseds of labor, cousing unrecessary wealth for
some and unnecessary poverty for the many. We believe that the ignoring of this right
has caused the profound and almost incredible ignorance that exists everywhere among
the Iow-paid manual producors of weatlh. There is a wage that is just, and there isa
wage that is unju.t, even though it be assented to in contract, when necessity knows no
law. That wage is unjust which is not the just balance of its representative labor, for a
pernny-fveight’of‘wage cannot be the equipoise of a pound of labor. By just wage, for
Just labor, according to tho rank of it, as Ruskin well says, a man can cbtain the means
of comfortable, or even of refined life—refined in some degree, sivce refinement isa
thing of degree, and to such wage every man is entitled for his labor. Now, it would
seem that a system which, after centuries of trial, has placed classes of Jaborers in some
countries in a state of degradati¢n and ignorance, without the simplest elements of edu-
cation, without culture of bedy, mind or soul, whose position is such, that the help of
wives whose proper duties are those of home, and the help of children whose proper
places are those of the school-rcom and play-ground, must be enlisted to secure the
means of mere bodily existence for them all, must be essentially and iadically wrong.
And we believe that no remedies will be found adequate to cure the disease, till the
world shall be educated ﬁp to the belief and made resclute to its enfurcement, that
more time must be alloted to education and iess to toil. And then, when education in
its loftiest meaning, education of hearts, heads and hands, shall have taken the place of
the defective, partial and class education that has produced, and is continuing the
present, defective, partial and class-condition of society, there shall be found a new
order of beings replenishing and blessing the earth ; a new order of men, real and not
normal members of the social body, readers, thinkers, inventors, actors in all good,
making two blades of grassto grow where only one grew before, two yards of cloth to
every one now loomed, two pounds of power for every one that now struggles against
resisting machinery ; doubling earth’s yield everywhere in everything ; living not in
luxury, God forbid ! but in abiding, substantial comfort, with eulture, refinement of
heart, head, home, and all observance ; purifying the whole social atmosphere, blessing
each bis fellowman, and all honoring God, the author and giver of all good.

Unschooled Children in Massachusetts, or to state the subject matter in another form, the
children in Massachusetts not accounted for as in any school whatever, public or private,
in our educational statistics; and these will be found to be too numerous for the good
name of the State, and so many as to demand effective interference in their behalf, lest
some unmanageable evil come of further neglect, evil to both the children and the State.
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We sre led to a consideration of this subject and to a study of the pertinent statisties,
by our own observation of the very great number of children of ages between 8 and 15,
whom we have scen in shop and factory durirg official visits ; and of whom we have
learnt, on inquiry, that very many had not been insids of a schocl-house for periods
varying from twelve months to four years. These irquiries we have mzde because the
language of the resclve creatﬂxg this Burveau, directs us to inquire into a report upon
the edacational condition of the working people of the State, and in this class is to be
found 2 very large number of children. With the knowledge thus obtained, we con-
sultad the school statistics of the Commonweulth as returned under law, and according
to a prescribed set of inquiries, on a blank form, sont every year to the School Com-
mitiees of the several citics and towns of tho State, The replies are given under cath,
and include ths basis of the figurate porticn of the annnal Lieports of the State Beard of
Eduvoation, comprising the educaticnal Listory of the several school years between April
and April.

Amoung these statistics will be found the whole number of children in the State on the
1st of May of each year, between b and 15 years of 2gv; and, besides the number of
children of all ages, including some under 5 and some over 15, attending the public
schools, together with the wholo number of all ages attending private schools.

Now, to detormine the number of childrea not at school, between b and 15 ycars, we
must first deduct from those of all ages at school, the number betweea 5 and 15, and
then deduot this remainder from the whole nuiuber in the State beiween b and 15, and
we shall get the non-attendance at public schoole between thoze ages. And, to get the
entire sciool attendance of the State, we wmest add to there of all nges at public scheols,
all those attending private or evening scucols.

Now, in the Inaugural Address of Qoverner Washburn to the present Legislature,
(1872,) the number of children not attending public schools is given at 4,588, so small
a number out of the whole number of 278,249 between 5 and 15 years of age, on the
first of May, 1870, as to be exceedingly gratifying PEut its very smallness, compared
with §gures of previous years, and with these indicating the average non-attendance for
recent years, ranging between 26 and 29 per cent., induced an examination which re-
vealed a less gratifying result. The above number, 4,588, is tho difference between the
children of all ages in school and those between 5 and 15 years in the whole State, and
therefore is too small by all those under 5 and those above 15—being a total of 24,687,
which would earry the non-attendance up to 29,275. The same report, ( 1872,) gives us
the average non-attendance at school for the year, ( Apiil, 1870-T1,) at 27 per cent. of
all thoso (278,249,) between 5 and 15 years of age, said per centage yielding the very
great number of 76,499, This is doubtless too large; but the most liberal discount
would still leave too grea.f: a number of absentees.

Without doubt there are errors, all but unpardorable, in many of these returns,—
errors to be accounted for only on the supposition of carelessness or incompetency to
understand their method, and object and secope. That such is the fact, is plain from the
roturns in the Report for 1872, which gives as results from data supplied by School
Comumittees, an increase in the schools of 26,280 children over that of the previous
year, when the whole increase in the State was but 8,262! )

In proof of the probable exactness of our number of unschooled children—(about
30 000 for the year 1870-71,)>—we give the result of ccmputations made for previous
years since 1865: ’

In 1865, of 247,275 children, 25,074 did not attend.

1866, of 255,323 ¢ 31,206 “ “
1867, of 261,498 « 30,259 i “
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In 1868, of 266,745 children, 25,407 did not attend.
1869, of 269,987 <« 29,344 ¢«
1870, of 278,249 < 29,275 «¢ “«

In Boston, the returns made by the school authorities to the Board of Education,
show 46,301 children between 5 and 15, and only 36,865 gt any scheol, public or private,
leaving 9,443, or about 20 per cent. not accounted for. Whether the sworn returns are
correct, we do not know, but such are the figurate results from the data given. We
most sincerely hope that even the smallest number of non-attendants derived from any
ovrrect computations, or from any explanations, may be still further reduced. The
honor and welfare of the State demand it.

Prremasing Power or Waems Wao have given the wages, earnings, cost of living
and savings of the working claszes at the present time. How much of comfort, of
opportunity and of hope there iz to the wage-laborer, can be gathered from the facts
herewith presented; substantiated, as they are, by statements of cmployers, citizens and
the working men and women theuselves. As we have before said, we have seught in-

formation from all parties. Our advertisement, requesting correspondencs, during the
first year of our existence as a Rureau, has been followed by circulars addressed to
persons of all sorts of idea, belief and experience. Every repott, sent from this Office,
oontains such a circular, inviting the attention of the reader to the subject. In addition
to these forms of inquiry, we have also scarched into all the works on the subjcet within
our possible reach, The facts therein contained support this assertion,—that wage-
laborers are poor, have always been poor, and that the great determiner of tho earnings
of labor under the wage-system, is, and always has been, the cost of living; aud that
the cost of living is regulated by the circumstances of the times and the people. The
following narrative is historie in its nature, covering a period of 500 years, and is the
reault of research into the history of the working cla.ss'(ss, as contained ia the works of
the most intelligent and reliable authors we could reach.

PurcrASING PowLr oF WAGES 1N Eneraxn. The just historian, not ignering what
may be essential to the demands of history, will not fail to explore the inner recesses of
domestic life; to inquire into and record the details of the diversified industry and em-
ployments of the wealth-preducing classes; to look up their maaner of life; their moral,
social and educational culture; to learn about the comforts of all classes in a nation; to
analyze the sources of a nation’s greatness; and, by a just grouping into one view of all
the characteristic points which make up the entire picture, to show the real condition,
social and political, of a people; for these are indispensable ir determiniang the defects
or the merits of its organization, and help in predicating its stability and permanence,

In fact, it will no longer do to pass over, unrecorded, the charscter of a nation’s
social and industrial life, or to ignore the economical features of such life. Education,
unequal as have been its work and its influences, has, nevertheless, in some lands, and
ospecially here, raised up thinkers among the wealth-producing classes, and these
thinkers have turned their thoughts to the condition of their fellows and to the wisess
means of bettering it. Long time may be needed to accomplish what they believe ought
to be accomplished, but none the less sure and perfect will be the work.

Influenced by these considerations, wo gave in our first report a brief bistorical
glketch of labor and laboring people, and of legislation applicable to both, in England,
from the beginning of the fourteenth century, and in the United States frem the date
of their settlement; following it, in the second report, with a history of Gilds, in the
older times, and of Trades-Unions, in the latter, to resist the push of power—govern-
mental, corporate, moneyed or capitalized—and to improve the laborer’s condition. We
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shall now attempt to supplement these by soma acsovnt—given ag concisely as the na-
ture of the subject will permit—of the wages and carnings, and the purchasing power
thereof of laboring men, at various historic periods, beginning in England, about the
commencement of the fourteenth eentury, and fellowing it down as far as information
can be gathered. The determination of gnch facts will cnable us to judge what amourt
of domestic and sceial comfort, how many of the cenveriences of life, what amount of
education, refinement, and of religicus means, the rank and file of the great army of
wealth-producers have been able to achieve, and so to determine satisfactorily whether
the masses of mankind have or have not been measurably benefited and bettered as the
wealth of the world has increased.

It has been said, and is still snid, that the working classes have herctofore made, and
are now making, palpable and uninterrupted advance, and that, therefure, their present
conditicn is better than it ever was before.

We, therefore, deem it advisabloe to look at the matter from another standpoint, and
ascertaining, with as good degree of certainty as we can, the labor earnings of certain
classes of workmen at different periods of history, compare them with the cost of the
necessaries of life at the same perieds. By so doigg we can, in some measure, deter-
mioe the existing condition of the laborer, whether or not he met his expenses by his
income, whether or not there was anything remsining which he might reserve for sick-
ness, unemployed time, or for the imperative demands of an unproduvetive old age,—or,
in other words, what may have been the purchasing power of his earnings, and what the
residanm, if any.

A coramon and very expressive phrase applied to the mechanical powers, is their pur-
chase, or their capability of overcomirg resistance; and the enly safe rule, and the gen-
eral one, is, after an exact calculation of the effectiveness required, in any given case,
to add a very large percentage thereto, as security against accident. In matters of
wage this rule is not used, the oaleulation being Low to endow the laborer with the
least pussible power of purchase, leaving out of the computation the accidents that may
befall him,—sickness, crippling, enlargement of family, or whatever other requirement
against which an added percentage might bo a security.

The study of-the subject of wages and their purchasing powers, from the fourteenth
to the nineteenth contury, cannot fail to impress an unprejudiced mind that normally,
as the general rule, with only excepticns growing out of peculiarly faverable circum-
stances, the great mass of workmen, in every department of labor, has never been able
to earn, over and above the cost of living, suelh an amount—call it capital gained or
whatever else—as would enable them to accumulate, from simpls wage-earnings, such a
sum as would, by its interest, enable them to ¢*retire,” as it is called, when advanced
years shall have rendered them wholly or partially unable to labor.

It is said that in every branch of industry, with the exception of shipbuilding—not
epecially prosperous just now,—prosperity is the manifest faot, a fact showan by the con-
struction of railways, the growth of cities, the increased wages of laborers, the decrease
of pauperism, and the improvement made in agriculture and the mechanic arts. The

.. picture is full of warmth and beauty, and most comforting in .its assurances. God be
praised, if it be full of trauth likewise, and there be no dark shadows to dim its beauty
and obscure its promise. But we must omit for the present the discussion of the ques-
tion whether it be logical to reason that, because miles of railroads are under construc-
tion, therefore the laborers who exeavate, fill up, and so prepare the grade, the laborers
who dig the ore, supply the furnace, and cast the rails for the other laborers that put
them in position, are prosperous and growing rich; that, because cities are growing,
therefore they who dig and lay the foundations of great and small edifices, and rear
their lofty or lowly walls, are growing rich; whether, because the deposits in savings
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banks are increasing to more miliions, therefore the poor, for whose benefit theoretically
they were established, are the owners of these millions, and are, therefore, becoming
less poor; and that, becauss colleges, normal, high and other schools are increasing in
number and means, therefore the children of the lowly and the Ilaboring are obtaining
their just share of education.

But let us look at this picture again and more closely. If we take it in its bright
colering alone, it fills us with just pride and grateful juy. Let us look for a moment,
not at the grandeur of the railway, the enlarged limits of the city, the culture and taste
of owner and builder, the marts and shops where commerce and trade gave birth to
wealth, or the homes which this wealth has filled with refinement, with splendor of
adornment, and with ample means of generous hospitality, but at the actualities of the
life-surroundings of those who, all down the line of timé, kave been the inanual artisans
and several handicraftsmen, who have augmented wealth, made realitics of the wishes
of capital, and actualized the conceptions of refined taste.

An article by Thomas Wright, an engineer, England, in ¢ Frazer’s Magazine,” pub-
lished after the above was writton, says, < What would be a fairly good condition of the
working classes? It ig this—that eyery man who is willing and able to work should be
able to cbtain employment at such wages, and with such constancy, as would enable
him, by judicious managemert, to secure for himself and those depending on him a
sufficiency of plain food and clothing, and a dwelling with air-space and sanitary con-
veniences, and to malie provision, during a working life of from forty to forty-five years,
for passing the remaiader of his days without the necessity of hard work, when age and

« years of wear and tear huve deteriorated his power to laubor.” Up to this standard not
one in twenty working men arrive, in England.

Notwithstanding the common expressicn specially used by those who have by fortu-
nate circumstances succeeded, that every workingman might accumulate, by being tem-
perate, frugal, saving, industrious and thoughtful in all that pertains to his craft, so as
to become an expert therein; and that the working classes, as a whole (the few conceded
excgptions being used to show the feasibility of their all achieving better results,) are
frequently charged with improvidence, wustefuluess, intemperance, and a general neg-
lect of opportunities for the improvement of their moral and sccial condition (and that
such cases of folly occur there is no doubt,) we do not believe that this is true of them,
as a whole, any more than we believe it true of them, as a whole, that they can accumu-
late ample means by mearly avoiding the faults above named. The whole class of them,
in fact, may be taken as consisting, like general society, of the thrifty and successful,
as one subdivision of the class, of the unthrifty and improvident as another, and of the
great middle class between these extremes, men of temperate, industrious and moral
habits, thoughtful and worthy citizens, who keep at work in their several specialties,
yet who, under existing methods of labor, though saving by all possible economies, do
not succeed in achieving a competence. Too upt to considgr only the circumstances
imediately about us, and to judge all by a few, we fail to generalize, and come to
think that the achievement of one man oug\ht to bo, and can be the achievement of all;

.and, on the other hand, that the immoralities of one, or a few of a class, are the chars.
acteristics of the whole.

In fact, it is impossible, under the present system of wags-labor, for all, or indeed
for the many, to be employers and to accumulate a competence; for this system renders
necessary the classes of employers and employed, of rich and poor, just as in the army
all cannot be Generals or Colonels, for the greater part must be rank and file.

The reader of English history knows that, at no very remote period, there was a class
of laborers as little noticed by chroniclers as the cattle and sheep they tended; doing
the heaviest work of agriculture by the severcst manual toil, unaided by any machinery
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used in modern times; yet probably not over-worked, and so having out of church
holiduys, many periods of recreation. Housed, clothed, fed and sustained, in sicliness
and health, by owners whose born thralls and manorial vassals they were, and therefore
with as Iittle responsibility for support of selves and families, as the recent slaves of a
modetn plantation, it is yet in evidenmce that the more thoughtful, diligent and frugal
among them, as among the later slaves, were not without hope for better things for
themsslves or their posterity. How these better things wers to be brought about, was
probably as little knowa to them, as were the means by which the same good should be
effected, known by their toiling equals of the plantations; or, by the unskilled and
low-paid laborers of modern days. For, from the sympathy of their owners, there was
not much to be expected, and then, as of late, the wealth-producers were considered as a
elass of persons only fulfilling the destiny to which, in ¢¢ God’s providence, they were
born,”—of Ishoring for the benefit of another class, bora with the privilege of consum-~
ing the produce of such labor. In matters of ordinary comfort, the condition even of
the ‘highest class, was what we should now consider one of great discomfort. The luxury
of that day we should pronounce to be olosely akin to wretchedaess, and should have
small choice between the clay-bed of the villein and the rush-bed of his master, taking
date at about A. D. 1300,

In the 16th centary, a great rise took place in the price of all articles of consumption,
owing to frequency of riots among the people, and to the shameless operation of the
government in adulterating the coin. Originally, a pcund of silver had been coined into
20 shillings, or 240 pennies. In the reign of Edward IV. it was made to represent 450
pennies, by addition of alloy ; but Heary VIII. debased it still moro, making 11 oz. and
2 dwt. of silver with added alloy, to produce 576 pennies. Edward VI. carried this
infamy still farther by using only 3 ounces of pure silver, with added base metal, in
coining 864 pennies. The consequent confusion and inconvenience were so great towards
the close of the reign of this monarch, that daring the reigns of Mary and Elizabeth,
the evil had to be gradually remedied, the allcy being reduced to 18 dwt., as it was in
1066, the date of the Conquest, and as it has since contioued to ba, The number of
shillings, however, struck out of a pound of silver, was not lessened. On the contrary,
it was increased from €0, as it bad beea till 1601 to 62, and in 1816, it was further
increased to its present number of 66.

With regard to wheat, its price in these centuries is not an exact criterion of the
ability of man to subsist by his labor, sinece it did not form a part of his usual food,
because its price, as compared with the wage of his work, put it out of his power to buy
it. For instance, in 1595 and in 1682, when a quarter (8 bushels,) of wheat was worth
£2, the wages of unskilled laborers were only from 4d. and 84. a day, so that it would
take them 60 to 100 days to earn enough to buy that amcunt.

Their o}dinary bread was of barley or rye; wheaten bread coming into use long
afterwards. In fact, so little was the quantity of wheat in the market, as late as 1747,
that it was only rich fami‘lies that consumed a peck a year, and that was at Christmas.
It came into greater use much later in the century.

As far down as 1450, both the priee of provisions, ¢ost of living, and wages
rose—but the latter gained no greater pu:chasing power. Yet, though no better off in

_ means of living, or power of purchase, the people had, in the insurrection of Wat Tyler,
(1379,) taught the ruling classes some lessons of popular strength, and that it was not
wise wholly to disregard the instruction. .

Their efforts for release from villenago, efforts which parallel the strikes of modern
days, and which, like them, had many features lacking prudence and sound policy, but
which, like them also, were about the oniy resort which seemed to harbinger relief,
could not fail to make some impression of what the popular strength might attempt,
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and to create some unwillingness to provoke any renewal of them, Seventy years after-
wards, ( 1450,) the strike, or as it was commonly called, the rekcllion of Jack Cade,
unsuccessful as it was, unquestionably helped to carry the people towards a more just
position, as part of the body politic. Convulsions, like theve, shake society to its base,
but may do for the elevation of the many what centuries of waiting might not accom-
plish, Men seldom relinquish power voluntarily, and are not cften persuaded to ¢¢ sell
what they have and give to the poor.” )

And it is not unworthy of note, that in the subsequent wars of the Reses ( 1453—-148é,)
the interests of the two contestants operated to raise the commons to an importance they
never before possessed. For, differing from wars between foreign nations, the very
people of England was the prize in the struggle between the rival claimants for the
throne, and from the commons of this very people were to be obtained the soldiers to
carry on the fight, so that it weuld not have been advisable to carry much devastation
into the ranks of either opponent, as the men for York to-day, mizht be the men for
Lencaster to-morrow. As for the people themselves, they took little interest in the con-
test, for it mattered very little with them under which baron, as kisg, they shuuld live
and serve and suffer, after fight was ended. )

In 1496, the famous statute of wages for agricultural laborers and for mechanics was
enacted, with penalty of impriconment of eny one who refused to work at the prices
prescribed ; and these wages underwent no material elteration, although the prices of
provisivus advanced very considerably, up to 1520.

Of the relative comfort, manmner of living and general status of the working classes,
in different periods, it is, with all the research that may be made, a very difiicalt thing
to form an exact ectimate. The purchasing power of their earnings, to be sure, gives
very great assistance ; but we may kaow all this, and know how much may be expended
in food, and how much in dress, and yet know nothing of their bouscheld surronndings
or interior life. In 1496, the fcod of a mechanic with an average family, cost one-third
of his incoze, and the food of a luborer cost cne-half of his. In 1835, in England, the
board of laborers and artificers would have been reckoned at a much high proportion of
their wages, and they would rot therefore be so well off as their fellows of 1496, Yet,
by a singular coircidence, in Massachusetts, in 1870, the cost of the food of the family
of a factory-spinner, consisting of four persons, was one-half of his income, and that of
a mechanio, with an equal fawily, was one-third of his. But comparing the amonnt of
time allowed to the workman of 1498, for meals and relaxation, including the church
holidays, Ingland then being Cathelic, he was more favored than either of the other
two. Was he more favored with the comforts of life ?

Before this question can be properly answered, we must fivst understand how each of
the parties would iaterpret the word comfort., Ask the workman of the 14th century
what he deemed household and other comforts to be, and he would probably reply, that,
with a weather-tight eottage—of two or tkree rooms, with fresh rushes on the floor of
one of them once a month ; with meat, beer and cabbage every day ; a chance on the
cammon ( then not enclesed,) for cow, pig and poultry ; with 30d. a year for clothes of
each of his family of four persons, and a chance now and then to see a bear-baiting
or a cock-fight, or a game of quarter-staff, or at the butts, or at the Christmas mum-
meries, and he would be very comfortable indeed.

His solo idea of life was that of animal life and the supply of animal necessities,
Neither recader, writer nor thinker,—receiving no instruction from school or lecture,—
he had_no idea of intellectual culture, nor the better provision for beth body and mind
that such culture quickens into life. With days of drudging labor, evenings of listless
doze, nights of dulled sleep upon clayed floor or straw,—under statute rigidly preserib-
ing wages, hours of work, cost and style of dress and diet, food coarse, and clothing
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seant; with imprisonment for non-sonformity to sumptuary Jaw, the child succeeding to
the eraft of the father, without hope or even thought of rising above it,—hereditary
children of unchanging caste,—these ¢ rude forefathers” lived and labored, and dying,
left the same dreary routine to children, who transmitted it asa legacy to theirs. And
this condition of tbings—relic of feudalism—is not yet quite extinct in England; many
of her better conditioned people, as Mr. Olmsted says, ““daring to think that, in the
mysterious decrees of Providence, this balance of degradation and supine misery is
essential to the continuance of the greataess, prosperity and elevated character of the
country.” . '

But the school-taught, thoughtful American workman of the 19th century, could not,
would not, and should not consider himself and his family in a state of comfort, under
such surroundings. The times cull for better things; the increased cost of rent, food
and raiment, call for better earnings; the refinement of the age, education, culture and
advanced civilization, call for more time for their attainment; the best good and the
permanence of the Republic demand a higher-breed of men; and the consent of the
times, urged on by true policy and ‘far-sesing patriotism, must and will certainly yield,
nay, is yielding, o these various calls; for wa fecl that the truth will one day be
believed, that you cannot get the profitable work which the advaace of the world will
demand from an eafeebled people, any more than you can get rich crops from an ex-
haustad soil. )

Towards tha close of the 15th céntury, it would sesem thot the purchasing power of
wages had somewhat strengthened, and so taking soms further step down the line of
time, let us consider the period of about the middle to the end of the 16th century.
Here an examination of all varieties of labor-wages, shows that althcugh in the inter-
val there had been great fluctnations, the money-wages of all kinds of laber Had necarly
or quite deabled in amouni. And in addition to this, it further appears thai the price
of provisivns, though subject also to similar and great variations, had advanced at an
equal rase. Wheat had varied from 3s. 4d. the quarter (3 bushels) to £5 4s. (1) its
average for 115 years having been about £1 6s. The same advance had taken place in
nearly everything else,—both clothing and ordinary articles in common use. In
Btaiford’s ¢ Dialogues,” (1581) the several speakers all agree to this rise. A capmaker
says, “Iam fain to give my journeymen 2d. a day more than I was used to do, and yeb
they say they cannot live sufficiently thereon.” ¢ Yes,” replies a knight, * and such of
us a3 do abide ia the country, still cannot keep that house with two hundred pound a
year that we might have kept some years ago with two hundred marks,” (67 per cent.
less.) Their further conversation shows an advance of a hundred per cent. in all arti-
oles, grain, meat, clothing, keeping house, horse and servants. But as Prof. Craik
justly obscrves, and what is applicable to ail times, ¢ that which is more than'anything
else, the barometer of the condition of the laboring classes, or great body of the popu-
lation, is the heaving of the mass of utter destitution which lies below all labor,” and
it may be safely added, crops up and mingles in with the masses whose only support is
in their own unskilled and often unempioyed labor. This was remarked in refercnce to
the pauperism and mendieancy that is said to bave grown out of the abolition of the
monasteries by Henry VIIL.; though the argument is not without force, that the great
men of the day, who, traveling with their large retisues, made hotels of these sanctua-
rise, kespiog high revelry with the monks as their hosts, and extorting plentiful largess
of money and provision at their departure, did as much towards impoverishing them, as
the tramping beggars whom they fed and so encouraged in their vagabondizing. TFeed-
ing vagrant beggars makes beggary infectious, and indiseriminate almsgiving is not
judicious charity.
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Mr. John Wade, in his ** Histery of the Middle and Working Classes,” says that in
1495, a laborer could purchase, with his wages of 48d. a week, 199 pints of wheat ; in
1593, with his wages of 48d. a week, he could purchase only 82 pints ; and in 1619, with
his 12d. a week, only 46 pints. Wages had gone down and wheat gone up. As given
by other authorities, it stands thus: 2 laborer in 1495 earned 48d. a week, and wheat
cost 6d. a bushel, so that he bought 8 bushels with his weekly wages; in 1533, he
earned 60d. a week, and wheat cost 30d. a bushel, and he buys 2 bushals with his weekly
wages ; in 1610, his weekly wages fell by statuto to 12d , wheat was worth 51d. a bushel,
and he buys about a quarter of a buchel with his weekly wagess So that, within 17
years, the purchasing power of his wage, in the matter of wheat, had diminished in the
ratio of 8 to 1 by the latter figures; and Mr. Wade says that he could only ohtrin cne-
fourth part of the necessaries and conveniences in 1610, that he could in 1593, A vast
increase of indigent misery, with its ordinary concomitant of crime, followed this ctate
of things, and the increasing privations of the people were aggravated by pestilences,
between 1603 and 1665, destroying both capital and iadustry, and retarding the progress
of the country for more than 2 century. Mr. Barton further remarks, thaé the present
(1830,) condition of England resembles that which marked the close of the reign of
Elizabeth, 1603 ; both periods exhibiting symptoms of the population having outgrown
the existing meons of empluyment and subsistence. In both, there was a diminution in
thoe rate of wages, and therefere, in the means of preeuring by the body of tho people a
sufficiency of whelesomo food, needful clothing, good lodging, and the other necessaries
of life. The high price of meat put it beyond the purchaging power of laborers carning
from 6d. to 10d. a day, and even master-workien could indulge in it but occasionnlly.
Many of the esculent vegetables of later days were unknown, and tea and sugar, now
50 much used in workmen’s familics, were of great rarity and cost. The yeariy earnings
of the best farm-laborers, at 1,380 pence, ($25.55,) and of the best artisens, at 2,600
pence, ($66.67,) compelied the sharpest economy, and demanded the added exrnings of
all the members of the houschold, to keep them along, even in the poor fashion in which
they lived. ,

Crowding a good dezl in = small spaco, it may be said, that the war of the Roses
(1453-1486,) ruined the feudal aristocracy of England; the crown became despotic and
created a new nobility; the masses of the people were losers by the Reformation, recov-
ering themzelves somewhat in the 17th century, having a gelden age in the first half of
the eighteenth, but now in tho 19th depressed, the peasant having gone back to the
serfdom of villeinage, while the ycoman has disappeared before the absorption of land
by great proprietors, and before the enormous increase of the manufacturing interests
of the kingdem.

Let us now move down to the year 1688, and taking up Gregory King’s Scheme or
Table of ¢¢Incomes of Families in England,” with the ruling prices of commoditigs for
that pericd, see what the results would indicate. Here we find that artizans and handi-
craftsmen, each with an average family of four perscus, and all earning something, get
about £38 a year, or $169, (pound at $4.44.) Now with meat, (beef and mutton,) at
an average price of 2 pence per pound, each person in each of these families could afford
to consume say half a pound a day, or 730 pounds a year, costing £6 Is. 84. or $27.04,
about one-sixth of the income, and leaving $142 for expenso of rent, bread, fuel, cloth-
ing, education and incidentals. The difference in the value of money as compared with
the 19th century, would more than double these sums, and we have taken par as the
value of exchange.

Taking from the same table the class of tradesmen and shop-keepers, each with an
average family of 4} persons, and an income of £45 & year, or $200, eack family
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oould consume meat, at the same allowance per person, and costing £6 15s. 10d. or
$30.42 a year, a little over one-sixth of its incowe, and have $169 58 left for the other
expenses,

Take mow another class, that of the farmers, each with an average family of five
persens, and an income of £42 10s. a year, or $188 89, Each family here could con-
sume meat at the sawe allowance, costing £7 12s. 1d. or $33.80 a year, less than one-
sixth of his income, and have $155.09 for other expenses. But take another class, that
. of lab:)ring people generally, averaging each family as low as 3} pertons, aud with an
income of only £15 per yocar or $66.67. Were each member of the family to consume
meat of equal price and at the same allowance, it would cost £5 6s 6d. or $23.67 a
year, being something over ome-third or its income, and leaving $43.for its other
expenses. Clearly, they could not afford so much meat, if any at all. But much worse
is the case of the cottagers, each with an average family of 3] persons, and an income
of only £6 10s. or $28 82. Clearly, there is here no power to purchase meat; and tied
down.'to a particular employment by the crystalized custows of an old csuntry, there
was small chance of bettering wmatters by change of employment. Even artizans and
tradesmen were as closely limited to their occapations The power to rise above a
hereditary business is strong only in new and free countries, where the influence ef;
education more generally qualifies men to cope with all the possibilities of life, and:
renders them independent of old forms and traditionary methods. But of educaticn in.
its full import, there was nothing at the opening of the eighteenth tentury, and next to.
nothing for more than a century later. In fact it is only within a very recent period.
that England has awaked to the educational necessities of her common peocple, and set-
herself earnestly at work. London, at the time spoken of, and other great cities,.
swarmed with destitute children, sleeping in ash-holes and in every conceivable place of
discomfort and exposure, and left to starvation or thieving,‘ and ripening for the gallows .
or Botany Bay; and of this moral horror there is yet a good deal left there, and it is -
not wanting here.

We now come to the opening of the nineteenth century. In its progress, great-
changes have taken place in occupations, in relative wealth and poverty, in land posses-
gion, in wages, earnings and their purchasing power, and in cost and manner of living. .
The very abundance of the data, (heretofore increasingly meagre as you go back in
time,) is embarrassing, and brevity, though desirable, is secured only at cost of aceu- ..
racy and satisfactory detail. We will endeavor to present a fair mean between the
extremes.

Exemplifying the fact of change of occupation, we find that from 1800 to 1811, out
of every 100 families, ( omitting deeimals,) 35 were engaged in agricuiture, 46 in trade -
and manufactures, and 19 in other employments; while in 1831, out of every 100
families, 28 were employed in agriculture, 42 in trade and manufactures, 30 in other
employments—the producers of food decreasing, and the consumers increasing. In 1841,
this change had continued, so that only 26 per cent. were engaged in agriculture, 44 in
trade and manufactures, and 30 in other employments—the producers still decreasing
and the consumers increasing. And the very serious question arose as to how long this
process could continue, and yet the country yisld food enough for its inhabitants, It istrue
that a portion of this decrease is due to the introduction of agricultural machinery ; but
not all, by any means, for the great increase of population, notwithstanding emigration,
would have more thao balanced all this. 1In 1866, agriculture takes 18 per cent., trade
and manufactures take 43 per cent , and other employments 39 per cent. ; ‘as nearly as
they can be ascertained, a further decrease of the food-producing employment., Now as
the tendency is always to those classes of employment wherein manual labor is least,
and wherein money is most easily acquired, it would seem that there being too much hard

14
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work and too little yield of money in tilling the soil,~agriculture is forsaken for more
lucrative and less fatiguing employments. In fact, Ecgland, like her industrial copyiss,
Massachusetts, is gradually ceasing to be an agricultural, and rapidly becoming a manu-
facturing people, and her soil is not therefore increasing in its yield so as to supply the
constant augmentation of its population. Now what are the earnings of her agiicultaral
people and the purchasing power thereof ? It is conceded that there has been a rise of
their wages. In 1824, they were 9s. 4d., or $2.26 a week ; in 1866, they were 13 ghil-
lings, or $3.15 ;" and if the earnings of wife and children ‘be added, the family may,
realize 23 shillings, or $5.57 a week. What will support the average family of such
laborers? Dr. Edward Smith, Medical Officer of the Privy Council, in his Report for
1869, puts the total—rent, clothing, food,—without meat, at 16 shillings, or $3.88 a
week. Let us see how the account would stand :—

Annual earnings, at $5 57 a week, (52 week ).....ovveiii il $289 64
¢ expenses, (without meat,) at 83.88 a week..... ........ ..., 201 76
Leaving for meat and all incidental expenses................ $87 88

Nt;w, in 1866, the average price of mcat was 17 cents a pound. If $87.88 were all
spent for meat, at that price, it would buy 517 pounds. Now the average family of an
agricultural laborer is put by Dr. Smith as high as 53. Taking only 5, and this meat
would be about 103 pounds for each one. per year, or about 3-10 of a pound per day.
Reducing the family to only 4, each one would get but about } of a pound per day.
But then there would be nothing left for anything else ; and so it is plain that this
class of laborers cannot have meat every day. In fact, these laborers are compelled to
live on cheap and innutritious' food, and are worse off than the same class in Ireland,
where meat is cheaper, and where for the same money, twice as much carbon, and more
than twice as much nitrogen, can be procured. And yet these men need the most sus-
taining food to keep them in condition adequate to their hard work. No wouder the
breed is losing in productive strength, and that, as the historian Froude declares, ¢ they
are fast degenerating in physical ability.” N .

Puncuasing Power or WAGES IN MAsSACHUSETTS, FrROM 1630 10 1870. The materials
for information upon these subjects, during the earlier times of our colonial history, are
very meagre and unsatisfactory, and but little can bhe gathered even with patient research
and considerable calculation. Like other history, ours takes the heroic form and is
silent about the details of industry. We give the best we can find, deriving our data
from Felt’s ¢ Historical Account of the Currency of Massachusetts,” and from several
local histories of cities and towas, from county records, and from old, private, family
bills. )

In 1630, following the method of the ¢ Statutes of Wages” in England, it was ordered
by the board of magistrates, that common laborers should be paid at the rate of 12d. a
day, or 22 cents, ( rating the £ sterling at $4.44, though the Federal currency did not
then exist,) without diet, and 6d. a day, or 11 cents with diet, thus establishing a day’s
board for this class of workmen at 11 cents. With board then, a laborer would earn in
a working year of 300 days, with diet, $33 00, and without diet $66. This number of
days is very liberal, and jmplies constant work and no stoppage for any cause. Yet the
number will answer for a comparative statement. Take now the earnings of the laborer
without board, $66 for the year, and let us see what its purchasing power will accom-
plish. At this date wheat was rated in the Colony at bs., or $1.11 a bushel ; an ox at
£6, or $26.67 ; a cow at £5, or $22.22; a sheep at £1 10s., or $6.67 ; beef being 34
cents, and mutton at 4} to 5 cents a pound. We will suppose the laborer to have s
family of 4 persons to maintain, to each of whom we will allow a quantity equal to one
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barrel of flour, of 196 pounds, yielding 250 one-pound loaves, Such allowance may
always be taken as the yearly consumption of bread ina family—one barrel per person
per year. To make this barrel of flour will require, at 5 bushels of 60 pounds each, of
wheat per barrel, 20 bushels, which at $1.11 a bashel would have cost $22,20. Deduect
this from his yearly earnings of $66.00, and he has left $43.80.

In 1631, an exceptionally dear year, wheat rose to more than double this price, and
meat was very dear ; a cow selling at $111.11, and a ox at $88.88. Very many persons
were compelled to subsist on clams, acorns, and ground and other nuts, 4

Let us now see whether this laborer, with the remainder of his money, could buy much
meat for his family, or a house, or clothe its members with much comfort. Allowing
half a pound of beef a day, at 3} cents, to each of the 4 members of his household,
would involvo an outlay of T cents a day, or $25.55 a year, of 365 days, reducing his
$43 80 to 18.25 for other expenditures. Manifestly, he could not afford beef every day,
and must have resorted to the occasional bacon of his brother laborer in England, or to
the cheaper fish, clams and nutg, at home, this $18.25 being all he had left, for all other
household expenses, if he had a family. Were he to live ynmarried, and at an expense
for board of 15 cents a day, or $54.75 a year, he could meet that expense and have
$11.25 left for other personal expenses, For the mere unskilled laborer, with such
earnings, however, marriage and a family would seem to have been out of the question.

Let us now take the case of a skilled workman at 44 cents a day, without board, and a
Jjourneyman at 37 cents a day, also without board. These figures are obtained by taking
the statute daily pay of 29 and 22 cents, and adding 15 cents a day for cost of board,
which price we take as a mean between 11 cents a day for board of common laborers,
and 18 cents, established three years later, in 1633, for a day’s board. At 44 conts a
day, for 300 days’ continuous work,—a very large allowance for the year’s work of earpen-
ters and masons, and similar craftsmen—they would realize $132.00, and their journey-
men $111.000, respectively. But there must be no stoppage of work for a;ny cause
whatever—sickness, holidays or recreation. As with the married laborer, we will
suppose a family of 4 persons to be provided for. Their bread, at the foregoing rate of
a barrel of flour per annum to each of the 4, and at the price named of $1 11 per bushel
of wheat, 5 bushels of 60 pounds to each barrel of flour, would cost $22.30 ; and their
meat, at the same allowance of half a pound for each person per day, would have cost

,at the price named $25.55, so that meat and bread would have cost $47.74, and thers
would have remained to the carpenter and mason, each $84 25, and to their journeyman
$63.25 to meet all other expenses. P

Of the cost of clothing, no record is found. It was mainly howespun and very simple,
plain and cheap. Shoes being at about $1 00 for men’s, and 80 cents for women’s, and
a ¢ proportionate price for children’s,” say 60 cents, could be afforded, and allowing two
pairs a year for each member of the household, costing in all $4.80, there would remain
to the several parties about $80 and $60, respectively, to meet rents, fuel, clothing, &e.
No record is found of house rent, yet it must have been inconsiderable ; their dwellings
being of the simplest construction, and readily run up, with the lumber growing close
at hand. Asin England, at this time, the open commons afforded common pasturage
for ;ows, and milk would be greatly used for food. Yet the struggle among all classes
of the colonists must have been of the severest nature, and have demanded vast reso-
lution and self-denial. They, who for religious and civil liberty could endure so much
and make sacrifices so incredible, were no ordinary men.

But it must not be supposed that the balance just now shown was an actual cash
balance, and could be used to advantage by investment in stocks, serip. or savings
banks. They had no means of the sort. Society with them was not ripened up to those
financial facilities. Their circulation media seem to have been beaver skins, grain of
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various sorts, cattle, and Indian wampum. This was made by the Indians of the inner
stems of periwinkles, (found on sea-side rocks,) after the outer shell had been broken
off. These were arranged upon strings, and were white in color, six of them being rated
at the value of 2 cents. Another kind, black and more rare, was made of the shell of
the ¢ poquahock,” and were rated at three for 2 cents,—six feet, or a fathom of them
being rated at 5s., or $1.11. Articles of peltry, abundantly brought in by the Indians,
and eagerly sought for exportation, weie quite a general medium of exchange. But
payments ‘of salaries and other dues were, from the want of coin, usually paid in kind.
Rev. George Phillips of Watertown, was to have for his salary three hogsheads of meal,
one of malt, four bushels of corn, one of oat meal, and half a quintal of salt fish ; and
for apparel and incidentals, £20, or $88.89 ; or in place of the above named provisions,
£11 or $48.89, making a total of $137.78. An Indian was fined one beaver skin for
shooting a swine of Sir Richard Saltonstall’s; and Sir Richard himsglf was fined four
bushels of malt, for absence from General Court. The island on which East Boston is
now built, was originally granted to Mr, Samuel Maverick for «“ one fat wether, a fat
hog, or 40s,” ($8 49,) with the right conceded to inhabitants of Boston and Charleston
to cut wood from the southern end of the island. The gunner at the Castle in Boston
Harbor, received as salary 250 bushels of corn at 89 cents a bushel,

With a circulating medium in such variety and with such methods of adjusting pay-
ments between debtors and creditors, it is not easy to determine the purchasing power of
men’s earnings. Statutes there were limiting wages to a money value, but these wages.
were often commuted in kind, and paid in peltry, or grain of some sort, and these to be,
at times, rated, ¢ as men can agree.” There was a general tax of £616 15s. ($2,741.11,)
levied on the several towns of the State, in 1645, to be paid in money, beaver skios,
wheat at 4s. (80c.) the bushel,—barley the same ; rye at 3s. 6d. (78c.),—peas the
same ; corn at 2s. 8d. (59¢.), and ‘¢ cattle to be valued by three men.” There was great
embarrassment from the want of hard money and every species of exchange. All confi-
dence, at times, was broken up, and people were emigrating from England to other
countries because of the eontentions in England between the Koyalists and Parliament.
These troubles were of long continuation, and led to singtlar resorts. Gov. Winthrop
tells a story of Mr. Rowley and his servant. Finding it difficult to pay the man’s
wages, Mr. R. sold'a pair of oxen for the purpose, and then told the man that he could
no longer keep him, as he could not pay him the next year. The man said he would
serve for more cattle. ‘¢ But what shall I do,” said the master, - when all are gone ?”’
<< Oh,” replied the man, ¢ you can then serve me, and so get the cattle back again.’
Such a contract, iwplying change of position, might have gone on indefinitely. Troubled
for the want of money, our fathers were still more troubled about keeping in the country
what little they had for circulation. The tendency of the coin was always towards the
mother country, as the latter was always sending to us more than it received from us.

About the year 1650, a change took place in the pecuniary matters of the cclony,—
the Legislature determining to establish a mint of its own, and to coin its own money.
Buch a measure had a flavor of treason, inasmuch as the coining of money is a reserved
right of the supreme government of a country. But just at this date, King ChaQes I.
having been dethroned and beheaded, and Cromwell having taken possession of the
government and been created Protector, (1640-1653,) our forefathers seemed disposed to
thiok that a little supremacy might be safely assumed, and they might act independently
of him, in providing for the convenience and good of their own community, without
much, if any risk of collision.

It was therefore ordered by the General Court that <€ all persons have libertye to bring
vnto the mint house at Boston all bullyon, plate, or Spanish coyne, there to be melted
and brought to the allay of starling silver by John Hull, master of the said mint, and
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by him to be coyned into twelve penny, six penny, and three penny pieces.” The money
thus created found its way to England, and passed at a discount of 25 per cent. On the
restorntion of King Charles, the question of the right of the colony to coin money
agsumed a serious aspect ; and King Charles II. utterly disapproving it, the colonial
government resorted to conciliatory presents to allay his disfavor. The favor of the
King, however, was never secured ; yet the mint seems to bave continued its operations
down to the time of William and Mary, (1688,) when renewed efforts were made for its
authorization. but without success, and it was dizcontinued about 1690, though its coin
continued in circulation long afterwards, and even as late as the war of the Revolution.

This digression is made in explanation of the difficulty of determining the value of
earnings, and of computing their actual purchasing power during colonial times. We
can find the prices of some articles of consumption, they being, however, mainly the
cercal produets. Very little, almost nothing, is found of the prices of fresh meats ; and
nothing at all of the general cost of living. The English statistics on these subjects
are far more abundant and instructive. Tn a record of prices appointed by the General
Court from 1642 to 1694, no mention is made of any kind of meats Wheat averaged
at 4s. 10d. a bushel; varying between 6 shillings and 2s. 9d., though exeluding its
prices when paid into the treasury for taxes (2s. 94 ), it averaged abcut 5 shillings—
$1.11. TIn 1670, a statute of wages was attempted, passing the house of Magistrates
but failing in the house of Deputies. It however indicates the extent to which labor
was valued, and the contemporary cost of certain articles of consumption. Taborers by
the day were to receive on an average for the year, working 10 hours a day, Is. 634., or
34 cents, say $102.00 2 year, of 300 days, and earpenters and masons from March to
QOctober,—7 months, or 184 working days, 44 cents a day—being $80.96 for that period.
Nothing is said of their pay for the other 3 months. At the same rate they would get a
total of $132.00 for the year. Master tailors and weavers, for a day’s work of 12 hours,
were to ba paid 1s. 84. or 37 cents; or $114.70 a year, of 310 days. Co;ypers, for a bar-
rel of 32 gallons, were to receive 2s. 8d. or 59 cents; and shoemakers bs., or $1.11 for
men’s shoes, and 3s. 84, or 82 cents for women’s shoes. The pay of common laborers
had riéen since 1630 to 33 cents a day, or $99.00 a year, they boarding themselves.
Qther wages seem not to have varied. Wheat was at an average of $1.11 a bushel, and
beef at 3} cents a pound. .

Grain, as a curvency, was excluded from circulation, to a great extent, about the
close of the 17th century, bills of credit, varying from 5s to £5,—*“due from the Mas-"
sachusetts Colony to the Possessor,” having been authorized and issued in December
1699,—and continuing in use until about 1750. Felt gives ¢ as an example of the worth
of money in labor,” in 1712, that ¢“ carpenters received 5s. a day, or $1.11, for building
the Town [ouse in Boston,—silver being 8s. or $1.78 an ounce;” so that in silver, their
daily pay was five-eighths of an ounce.

In 1697, as appears by a vote of the town of Lyan, providing for the payment of
Rev. Mr. Shepard’s salary, beef was worth 3d. or 6 cents a pound; pork, 4d. or 7 cents;
Indian corn, 5s. or $1.11 a bushel; rye, bs. 6d. or $1.22; and oats 2s. or 44 cents; his
salary, in 1699, being reduded to £60, or $266.67. Wheat rose to 6s. or $1.33, in
1727; rye to bs. or $1.11; and Indian corn to 3s. or 67 cents.

We have now to make a wide leap to find any positive data, landing at the year 1777
(January 25), when an Act was passed by the Legislature of Massachusetts, ¢ to pre-
vent monopoly and oppression,” as was alleged. But previously to this, in March 1750,
an Act had been passed establishing the rates at which certain coins should pass, under
which an Eoglish Guinea was rated at 28 shillings, lawful money; a crown, 6s. 84.; a
dollar, 6s. and a shilling-piece, Is. 4d.; £30 equaling $100. Hence our common
phrase of nine shillings became the equivalent of $1.50, our seven and sizpence became
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$1.25, our four and sizpence became 75 cents,—expressions still in use, though gradually
passing away. We shall now reckon prices of labor and food at these rates. This Act
of 1777, a sort of a Statute of Wages, declared that the ¢ price of farming labor, in the
summer season, should not exceed 3s. by the day, and found,” (say, 50 cents and board),
¢ and the labor of mechanics and tradesmen, and other labor, in proportion, when com-
pared.with farm labor, according to the usages and customs heretofore adopted and
practiced in this State.” Now examining into this proportion, we find that mechanies
doubtless received from 33 to 50 per cent. more than common farm-laborers; giving
them, say, 67 to 75 cents a day and board; and, as in 1780, carpenters, by Table pre-
ceding, are found to have received a dollar a day, we way rate their board at 25 to 33
cents a day. DMasons, however, who work fewer days in the year, received $1.25. A
carpenter, then, working 260 days in a year, would earn $260; and a mason, working
250 days, would earn $312.50.

The Act then proceeds to declare ¢ that the following articles shall not be sold for a
higher price than is hereinafter settled and affixed to themn respectively,” viz.:—

Wheat, Ts. 6d. per bushel, OFv.vvee ieit ien i et ie e ciieeneaennaa.. 81 25

Rye, bs. perbushel, or .ot ooueiiet it it tii ettt cies i vres hee e 83
Indian meal, 4s. per bushel, Or covt cvee ceie e et teeeire v neennennanns 67
Beef, grass-fed, 4d. perdb, or..ov cvvt ittt i i e N 4
Beof, stall-fed, 4d. perIb., OF «oovn it eirt i et cite st aer assaaseaann 5%
Beef, salt, 33d. Per Ib , 0T vt vett it i ciii ittt ciiiee e e e e 5
Pork, fresh, 434, per Ib., Oru . oein it i i i ettt et e e 63
Pork, salt, 5d. per 1b., or. . 7
Mutton, lamb and veal, 4d. perlb 23 5%
Butter, 10d per Ib., 0T c.vvvit tirtiien iean ieet et s el 14
Cheese, 6d. PEr 1D, OF tiuveeeties cnen cens seteasaetaceaentoneansesiuasananns 8%
Sugar, 84. per lb., or..... P §
Molasses, ds. Per Zili, OF ¢ tue uts tiettiue toet catenans coneaons care tensanns 67
Pease, Bs. per bushel, or.. .ot viit i iietciiieanevensnieneanaeannsseenaens 133
Beans, 6s. per bushel, 0F «.oivvieriiar ciit i i e e e arecaeen aeee 100

Potatoes, 1s. 84, per bushel, or.... .. ot tiistiit ot tintinsciseineanns 28
Coffee, Is. 4d. per b, OFevien it iiee ti it et teet e cer s veae vnas 23
Poultry, 4d. per 1b., OF et ittt it iie et e ittt tea i e e e aras 5%
Flour, 3d. per b , OTe e ottt it it it et anes see reeanes sare aran bene 4
Shoes, men’s, 8s. PEL PAIT, O .. tier ot tiit tatttrnn coneassevans connanesanns 133
Shoes, women’s, Ts. Per Pair, OTve v et vieecenis vienventonenarervensnneeanss 117
Wood, 28s. per cord, or........... S P 3T

Taking this Table, and making computations from its figures, for cost of articles for a
family of 4 persons, we have the following as a yearly expenditure for maintenance:—

Cost oF LivivNg,

Price. Total.
73 11 [ $30 00
Flour, 4 barrels, cven coen cine ceet toie cneeneeenrne naanan $7 84 31 36
Meats, 80D Ibs.,. v vuir e tirenene srns vansaann 5 40 00
Butter, 80 1bs. ;0 vuvutaiiennes viiiiiciie. 14 11 20
Sugar, 150 1bs.,ceieee i iaiiiean . . 11 16 50
Molasses. 12 gals.seeeee cve ieinieie tii i e tie et e 67 8 04
Potatoes, 12bushels,ecceere vern ciiniiiniins vens anny 28 3 36
Coffee. 30 b8, «ervirenvie conr veiriiities inanonnnn ' 22 6 60
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Cost or Livineg—Continued.

Price. Total
Salt, Pepper, eLe 4o uive cirn ceee tane nar sresanir st iet e e e $2 25
Beans, 13 bushels,ououe ... $1 00 1 50
Clothing,..... .. v e [N 50 00
Shoes (8 average pairs),.. . 125 10 00
Fuel, 2 COtds, . cvve veue tvosarens seunnasencsesosssonasanss 4 67 18 68
............ $229 49

To meet with cost, the ecarpenter has $260.00, the mason $312.50, leaving them re-

spectively, $30.561, and 83.01, for other expenses. Bat, in 1780, three years later, this '

cost would have gone up at least 33 per cent., making it about $306—while wages
remained stationery.

This was in the dark periods of the Revclution, during which Massachusetts paid into
the Continental Treasury nearly $2,000,000 more than she received back; the five
States of Georgia, N. and S. Carolina, Virgicia and Maryland having paid thereto less
than $200,000 more than they received back; she furnishing more soldiers than any other
State, excepting Pennsylvania. Out of the struggle we came utterly exhausted,—
though victorious,—and surrounded by complications and difficulties of ‘the most dis-
tracting and disheartening nature; a combination of poverty, disorder and almost
anarchy. Dut the resalt has shown that the great cost was greatly repaid.

It will be seen that the average earnings of a majority of the skillel laborers insthis
State, do not reach the average cost of the necessities of life, given in the cost of living,

' table, pages 2564 and 255; or, to state in ancther way, the wmajority of wage laborers
must consume less of groceries, provisions, light, fuel, rent and clothing, than is given
as the actual consumption of workmen whose items of expenses we have tabulated to
keep out of debt.

We have no sufficient data from which to compute the average number of persons in a
workman’s family, and we have taken four (4) as that average, though thousands of
families consist of a higher number. :

To live within the average earnings of $611.00 a family of five (5) or six (6) persons
must not consume wore than the amount given in our average family of four (4). Now,
frow its impossibility, the children of the poor are taken away early from school, and
brought iato the labor market;—the sou to the factory, store or shop, and the daughter
to the life and wages of a factory or cash girl, or of a serving woman,

By an examination of the cost of living table, the average cost of the necessities of
life for a family of four persons, is $644.40, divided as follows:—

Groceries,.... .. e eeeiseeaaens e e e I - 15T B 111}
Provisions,.eeee®ece eunn vnn R £ 1 B 31
Clothing, vovt cvee e tien ettt vt ireintennenencsecirensensnenaseass 1056 04
£ D 8 ¥ B4 11]
0T 1 PO 21
Sundries,... ... e e eeet ebae e aene eaeaeen RN 1: I &/

] 7 P T T R ST T RY [ r Y 1)
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In addition to these articles are the following:—

TUITIEUTC, « e e vvee veae cnes saee vone cenn ounnvess annevnassneeonnseees$27 52
Books, Newspapers, Stationery, etc., cooevevriienvnnenneeann, .
School-books, ete., $5.74, Religion, $21.32,.... .00 vven e oane .. 27 06
Sickness, $24 08, Recreation, $19.52,.ccccv vvvevve cvvenenncnvsuen. .. 43 60
Charity, $7.68, Societies, $9 12, ... ccvevevi vt nn heer i 16 80

132 40

Making the whole eXPenses,.c..e veve vaes vovnvees inarssueanes sana .. $776 86

In addition to this method of obtaining items of cost from workmen, we consalted
many store-keepers and ascertained the quantities of articles commonly consumed by an
average family of four (4) persons, and their figures substantiate those given in our tables.

It will also be seen by reference to the table of annual expenses, page 526, prepared-
by Edward Young,—bureau of Statistics,—Washington, D. C., that it costs a family of
four (4) persons $596.96, for groceries, provisions, fuel, light and rent. Adding $80.00
for clothing, would increade the sum to $676 96,

The average wage-laborer, receiving $€11.00 per year, must reduce the cost of the
items first named $33 40 to pay his bills and commence the next year free from debt.
And, but for the item of sundries, $56.72, it would appear that he could do this. But
to this class of workwen this heading comprises items as important as a library to the
student. This small sum of about $1.00 a week, is the evidence of growth above the
low condition of the European laborer. This heading, in many cases, covers all moneys
expended for the few articies that our community demand;—such as boot and tooth
brushes, blacking, bair cutting, dentistry; as well as pocket knife for the husband, .
seissors for the wife, and a few toys for the children, the little Christmrs preseats, and
occasional excursions, and, in some cases, travel in horse cars. To obtaiu these, with
the average yearly earnings of $611 00, requires a sacrifice of other necessities, as well
as the denial of needed recreation, the impulse of charity, or the cultivation of the
mind and spiritual facultics by attendance upen lectures, or the observance of some
form of worship; the purchase of much desired articles of farniture—a parlor or cham-’
ber set; or‘the almost indispensable sewing machine; and, latterly, the growing want
of musical facilities. These, under existing circumstances, must be counted luxuries,
beyond the grasp of the hard-working, industrious, temperate, skilled, average wealth-
producer.

There are many mechanics in our State and Country able to secure somewhat of these
so-called luxuries; and to this fact, we owe our superior manner of living as a people.
The statistics of the cost of living we have presented, were mostly derived from 112 of
this class of workmen, and the constant influence of the present better distribution of
wealth, education and political power in our country, above that of any other, is mani-
fest in their experience, It is because of this upward tendency, that fhe complaint of
labor is heard from the skilled, instead of the unskilled workman; of the better paid
labor of Massachusetts and New England, rather than of the lower paid labor of many
other States and nations The Hon. G. F. Hoar stated it rightly, when he attributed
the uneasiness of the masses to the power and influence of our educational and govern-
mental systems. Time was, when the art of reading aud writing had been acquired by
very few. Here, in Massachusetts, it is widely distributed, and this distribution hasg
made our wealth of knowledge the common wealth,—not by limiting the advance of
the learned, but, by its more equitable distribution, stimulating the higher schools of
literature and art to more rapid and perfect development. So, also, the distribation of
political power, once held by kings and nobles, has not only not intreduced auarchy,
but has advanced nations in their growth, strength and power, and rendered governments
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of the people, by the consent of the people, safer than governments by the few.
The distribution of wealth has also been going on, and alt,hmigh extreme wealth and
extreme poverty are, to-day, the great curses of the world, there is a better distribution
than ever before, counting time by centuries, not by years.

In civilized countries, famine,—once the gaunt fear of labor,—is now almost unknown.
Famine, as a pestilence, is no longer a reality, though every industrious workman feels
that Le is near to want.

The contrast between the laborer of 300 years ago and the laborer of the present day,
is but the prophecy of the advance yet to be made. There are more people removed a
week from want than ever before; more people better housed, better fed, and better
clothed; though there is but Iittle advance in the margin of wage; and wages being
coutinually kept down to the actual cost of living, the elewment of advance is to be found,
almost entirly, in the superiority of their style of life. Of the tens of thousands of
unskilled laborers, other than those of the farm, we have no statistics; but enough is
known, to say that their day’s wages arc lower, their earnings less, and, generally,
their season of work shorter, than that of skilled laborers. Their homes are in the
ter}ement-h(»uses, such as we have deseribed, or in the small cottages (shanties is a
better name), such as may be found, by hundreds on the marshy and low lands of Boston
and vicinity, and of many larger towns. These homes of the poor, both in their sur-
roundings and iaterior accommodaticns, are but miscrable places. Puverty is every-
where apparent;—und about its haunts are no gravel walks, no arch of overhanging
trees, no weil-paved strects, no grassy parks for children’s play-ground. In their place
are pools of stagnont water, filthy alleys, and back-yards full of mire, mud, and disease-
breeding filth. .

Into the homes of these poor, we have been always welcomed. We have taken an
inventory of the furniture, and asked guestions relating to earnings and cost of living,
and have always received the freest and politest answers,

We have alluded to the homes of the unskilled laborers, in this place, to call atten-
tion to the limited demand for tho products of our manufacteries. These homes have
no parlor with carpeted floor, easy chairs, or pictured walls. The furnishing of the
liviog room and bed-chamber, is all the demand they can make upon a market full of
the articles of use and orpament; and even tbis demand cannot reach the best, but must
take the gosds of the junk and second-hand trader, while their clothing are the cleansed
and mended east-off garments of the second-hand dealer. .

Hore is a market for the utmost production ;—a warket at cur doors,—waiting only to
be opened by a better distribution of weslth; a distribution so natural and permanent,
that the increase of means shall increase wants, increass demand and increase supply,—
the causes continually operating,—until extreme poverty and extreme wealth shall no
longer have existence. But, against this Christianizing and economic effort, the ery for
cheap labor is raised.

Said one of the richest merchants of Boston,—¢ What we want is cheap labor; then
we can compete with England, in the production of commodities; then Central and
South America, the Provinces, and some prrts of Europe would be open to our trade and
commerce; and we should be a wealthy and prosperous people. How wide would be the
distribation of this wealth, this prosperity and this happiness ?” '

Such is the representative opinion of many educated men—men of wealth, culture
and iufluence, in narrowness of thought calling for cheap labor and & market for goods.
Do they not forget that cheap labor—like slave labor—narrows the channels of industry ?
That a free people are greater and better consumers than a slave people? That a cheap
people dearest, for, though they produce cheaply, their power of demanding and con-
suming such production is less, in the same, or even in a greater degree?
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Cheap labor means China, with her millions of poor, with her stunted growth and
inferior race. Dear labor means America, with her free and intelligent sitizens. For
poor as are our laborers, they are better off than the laborers of any other country.
Here we have the highest wages and the best market in the world; a market not only for the
products of the farm, the textile factory, and the builder, but a market for the thousand
varied productions of New England, books, newspapers, and Yankee notions;—very
properly so named, for many of them were for years unknown to every other wage-
labor people.

If cheap labor is the great demand of the age, let capital seek employment in those
populous countries where men are cheaper than cattle; where common schools, the
elective franchise and the right to Le elected to office, and the Sabbath, are all unknown.

Such advice as this would be characterized as folly; and yet, is it not the legitimate
result of the argument for cheap labor?

Our railroads are built, because so many can afford to ride. Books and newspapers
are multiplied, because so many can afford to read. Industry prospers, because so many
can afford to buy. To.make the working classes better producers, they must be better
consumers; but, as long as the history of the wage-laborer is the history of the poor,
so long will industrial stagnations, and financial irregularities, and their natural results,
—theft, intemperance, prostitution, and war,—be the regularly recurring events, and
degradation be the miserable cendition of masses of the people.

How to make the laborer dearer, without incruasing the cost of production, is the
problem this nation is called upon to solve. Enough has been doue for production;
something must now be done for distribution;—not the agrarian distribution of wealth
by artificial or violent processes, but by those natural laws that have already‘distributed
the present wealth of the people among so manry.

All that can be done to remove the obstructions to the working of these natural laws,
should be done, and dene at once. But the great difficulty is the poverty of the people.
If the people were not poor, they would not work for wages ; but they are so poor and
ignorant that they canuet and know not how to co-operate. The education they need,

- is such as will teach them how to increase the purchasing power of a day’s work ; the

education going on, until they kdow enough and carn enough to work for themselves
and each other, and so naturally acquire the knowledge and power necessary to co-
operate. To accomplish such education we must remodel our existing system,—a system
which the demands of the times have outstripped, and whose supporters, if they resist
these demands, must be told to move out of the way, or move forward in the march of
the education demanded ; an education moral, mental and manual, operating upou all
ranks of socicty, reaching clean up, clean down, and clean through the whole social
organization, and preparing every child of the Comionwealth to meet and master every
possibility of every condition into which he'may be thrown.

It is not our purpose, at this time, to enter upon the subject of co-operation. We
leave that for another report, but enough has been presented in the reports we have
submitted, to prove that the average wage-laborer’s margin over and above expenses, is
not sufficient to enable him to compete with capital, in its present aggregated form, or
to contend with the power which such aggregation gives.

Co-operation will come as a natural result of the distribution of wealth, edueation and
power ; such as is now in process of development.

In this country we have the distribution of political power among men only ; it will
and must be still further distributed, making no exception of sex, as it has made none
of color. The distribution of education, through the common school system must be
made more free, opening all the higher branches and higher schocls of art and science
toall. The distribution of wealth, through the wage system, haes given the working
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classes all the wealth they now posso;s, whatever that may be. Its better distribution
must come through, and by the processes that increase wages without increasing profits
upon labor, giving labor larger and capital smaller margins ; this process of distribution
continuing, until the better system of distribution, through co-operation, shall succeed
the wage system, as the wage system succceded villeizage.

How this can be done must be more fully treated in a future report.

CoNcLUSIONS AND RecoMMENDATIONS The Bureau was crgavized as much for the
purpoese of investigation and the presentation of statistics, as for the recommendation of
special legislation ; and as we have often been asked by legislators and others, what
effect has been produced by the pui)lication of these facts, and also what conclusions can
be drawn from these researches, we give a brief summary of some of the most marked
effects to which our attention has been called, and sueh conclusions as we think can be
fairly drawn,

Our exposure of tenement houses has excited a deep and effective interest in the real
condition of the homes of low paid laborers, and led the way to means of relief and
perhaps of remedy. :

Attention has been drawn to the fact that large numbers of children in the State are
unschooled, and a general demand has arisen for an effective, compulsory law and its
enforcement. Inaddition to this, half-time schools are beccming better understood and
appreciated.

We think that the history of wage labor, and wage laborers, which we have presented,
proves that the great body of working people, from the date of the organization of
wage labor, has oniy kept along ou a general level with their earnings—they, however,
barely paying their way, and being oftener in debt than out of debt.

That those who perform the severest labor, and work the greatest number of hours,
are the lowest paid—always have been—and under existing systems, must so continue
to be, they embodying thut class, which, from the necessity of inadequate wage, must
commence labor at so early a period of life as to be deprived of a fair degree of education,
and must, therefore, be perpetuated as the igncrant class, from which springs the
¢ dangerous class” in every mation, and which, spite of cur educational advantages,
already exists here, especially in our large wunicipalities ;

That poverty—by which we mean inability to subsist for any considerable period of
of time beyond the discontinuance, for any cause, of regular wage labor, always has
been, and is, the normal conditien of wage laborers, and that therefore the historie
method of wage labor—or that system, by which, in all time heretofore, the most work
has been obtained for the least wage, is radically erroneous, and should be changed for
one more just and more equitable in its distribution of the wealth produced by labor ;

That a reduction of wages has not fcllowed a reduction of time, but on the contrary,
wages have increased with reduced hours ; nor has a proportionate reduction of product
followed a reduction of time ;

That the inerease of the deposits in Savings Banks is not an evidence of the increased
means of the working classes, but that, on the contrary, the instances into which we
have been able to examine, prove that the greatest amount of deposits is not the deposits
of wage laborers ;

That the limited sum placed at the disposal of the Bureau greatly cirocumseribes its
researches, and renders a systematic arrangement of statistics, for an early presentation,
utterly impracticable ; that additional means would greatly facilitate our labors, and
the classifying of the Reports of this Department among the Public Documents, so called,
would secure an earlier presentation of the results of our researches,

We believe that there is very little legislation that can be made to apply directly to
the solution of the labor problem.
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Any and all legislation that tends to make me.n better, or more valuable, is in favor
of labor. Legislation in the interest of production, selely, is not in favor of labor.

Any legislation giving additional power to capital, is against labor.

Capital has the necessary power and knowledge to take care of itself.

Labor is poor, ignorant and powerless. To give labor more means, more education,
and more power,—power meaning educated power, or wisdom,—special legislation will
be necessary ; and as time is money, education and power, this special legislation must
be in the direction of more time for the laborer ; this additional leisure for the masses
to be fullowed by increased educational facilities.

We therefore recommmend that the Commonwealth, in its employing capacity, adopt
the example set by the United States, and by some of the individual States, of abridging
the labor day for all manual laborers in her employ, either by contract or otherwise, so
that the experiment may be tried, at public expense, whether a reduction of hours is, or
is not an increase of wages. We further recommend that a law Le enacted, similar to
the Factory Law of Great Britain, limiting the hours of labor in all manufacturing,
mechanieal, or other establishments in the State, to ten (10) hours in any one day, or 60
hours in any week ; and that no child under 13 years of age shall be employed in any
such establi-hwment, nor at that age, unless such child has received the elements of a
common sctool edueation, and shall be physically qualified for such labor—age, edu-
cation, and physical eondition to be matters of due certificate provided for by law ; and
further, that all children, between 13 and 15 years of age, so employed, shall not be
employed more than 5 bours in any one day—said hours to be between 6 o’clock in the
forencon and € o’clock in the afternoon, and that they shall attend school, vacations ex-
cepted, 3 hours on cach and every day ; the same law to compel protection against acei-
dents by unguurded belting, machinery, elevators, or hoist-ways, this law to be enforced
by speeially uppointed inspectors, who shall have power to enter the premises of any
establishment when in operation, to make research and to enforee the law. )

We further recommend the establishment of a system of half-time sehools or half-time
classes for such children, between the ages of 10 or 15 years, as are unable, from any
cause, to attend full-time schools.

And lastly, we recommend the authorization by law, with methods of carrying it into
effect, of a thorough and exhaustive system of statisties, to be gathered by the parties
ewployed in taking the next State census, in 1873, covering the subjects of the wages,
earnings and savings, of time employed and lost, of all classes of working people, the
number of persons, (men, women, young persons and children,) employed in the several
industrial ocenpations in the Commonwealth, aud of all other matters connected with

the subject of labor in the State.
HENRY K. OLIVER, Chief.

. GEO. E. McNEILL, Deputy.
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