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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT.

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS, )
AUGUSTA, Decemser 1, 1866.

To His Excellency Samven Cony, and
the members of the Honorable Council:

GenteEMEN :—The quiet, enjoyed by our State in the cessation
of disastrous troubles, and the return of the profitable avocations of
peace, have left the minds of our people at liberty to consider the
utilities of a widely diffused education, and to adopt the means
best fitted to secure its present advantages and provide for their
increase in coming years. The past has proved the excellence of
our system for training up the youthful members of our community
in the knowledge adapted to prepare them for the busy pursuits of
life, with the inculcation of the precepts of virtue and morality,
under the influence of the principles of the true wisdom that has
descended from above. That it has not done more for the welfare
of society may be ascribed to the sometimes inefficient application
of the means provided by our wise legislation. Noue will claim
that the system is perfect, or that future investigations may not
find defects and suggest modifications in the hope of improvement.
But the vigorous use of its present provisions will produce results
superior to those of the past; inasmuch as the starting point of
each year will be in advance of its predecessor, and the enlarged
experience of teachers will empower them to gain a greater suc-
cess in fulfilling the duties placed in their charge.

In perfect agreement with the Report of last year, the Superin-
tendent can again record the great cordiality and courtesy extended
to him by Superintending Committees, Agents and Teachers in all
his visits, He has found them interested in their several depart-
ments and desirous that their interest should be more widely dif-
fused, till all parents should give their aid in a way, quite as beue-
ficial as voting the annual supplies and electing the proper officers.
Until the moral support of parents is more efficiently brought to
bear in promoting the purposes of our Common Schools, these
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results will fall below the value of their offered aid, and the waste
of the time of the scholars and the money devoted to their instruc-
tion, if lamented at all, will be lamented too late to retrieve the
damage of the double expenditure. It may be well hoped, how-
ever, that as our schools are improving, the complaints from these
causes will become less, and puablic sentiment be uniform in giving
every encouragement to the education of the young. On them are
the hopes of the State fixed for its future prosperity and support,
and every citizen should be anxious for the proper intellectual,
moral and religivus instruction of her children.

StaTE NorMAL ScrooL AT FARMINGTON.

Foremost at the present day in the means of spreading better
modes of instruction through our borders, must be placed the insti-
tutions where ‘ teachers are to be taught how to teach.” The
benefit and indeed the necessity of these seminaries for a peculiar
work, have become so apparent, that in all the States where the
interests of education have received attention in any degree equal
to their claims, the public voice has sanctioned and welcomed their
introduction, and, as will be seen in the following pages, has given
them a liberal support. The withdrawal of them would be regarded
as a calamity long to be lamented, and the cause, which they are
designed to subserve, would go back to the inadequate standard
and the inefficient methods of former years. The schools would
be in danger of falling to the condition of teaching only the simple
branches, without evolving the power of thought ; and the school-
life would be one of rules, where principles would be but dimly
seen.

Our Normal School at Farmington is rapidly coming to its
promised usefulness; and its record for the first two years, though
some of its lines may tell of uncertainties, trials and anxieties, yet
in its present results the record will speak of success and encour-
agement. The sagacity and skill of my predecessor in perceiving
and displaying the benefits of such a school, and his perseverance
in securing the requisite enactment by the Legislature; the ear-
nestness of its first Principal in gaining its pleasant location, and
his devoted attention to its wants in the struggles of the first ex-
perimental year; the equal earnestness and unshrinking fidelity of
its present Principal, himself one of the original promoters of the
enterprise, and an efficient teacher in it from the beginning ; aided
by assistants competent in the branches assigned to their instruc-
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tion ;—have brought the institution to a condition of prosperity
hardly equalled in any other, in the same short time of its continu-
ance. The valuable and practiced assistants now in connection-
therewith, by their character, attainments, experience and approved
methods of teaching, give the assurance, that the Principal will be
well sustained in his work, and promise that the successes of the
future will be at the least as gratifying as they have been in the
first two years of the undertaking.

The first graduation took place at the end of the second year, in
accordance with the provisions of the act of the Legislature. A
public examination was beld in presence of the Committee of the
Council, the Superintendent of Common Schools, gentlemen from
a distance, and the intelligent citizens of Farmington. The facility
of the teachers showed their thorongh acquaintance with the sub-
Jjects assigned for their tuition, and the recitations of the several
classes proved how well they had been taught and how thoreughly
they had studied. The whole drew forth warm commendations
from the literary gentlemen present, and all felt satisfied that the
diploma, given to each member of the graduating class, was indeed
a testimonial to good character, diligence in study, ample attain-
ments, and a compliance with the rules of the school. The per-
sons, most interested in its work and care, saw on that day a rich
compensation for the solicitude of the enterprise, which had thus
far, at least, been regarded as an experiment; and they might well
be pardoned, if somewhat of the feeling of triumph over the diffi-
culties of its incipiency and early timid progress pervaded their
breasts.

Many of the pupils have engaged in teaching during the vaca-
tions, and a part of the term time, while in their course of instruc-
tion. It is understood that all such subtractions from the pre-
scribed time are to be made up, before graduation. It has been
gratifying to learn in various ways, besides the Reports of some of
the Town Committees, how largely their skill and snccess in teach-
ing has been commended, even before the benefits of the course
have been fully received : thus strengthening the belief, that when
the power of this mode of preparation has been more fully devel-
oped, its widening influence will be felt throughout the State. As
in colleges and other seminaries of learning, there may be some of
the graduates, who will fail to make their ‘mark in the world, so
we are not to anticipate that all who receive the testimonial from
the Normal School, will be equally well prepared to fulfil the office
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contemplated in its establishment. Every diligent student will be
benefited according to the natural powers, and literary qualifica-
tions, brought to receive the proposed discipline, where the pupils
are led to form habits of accuracy in thought and in expression,
and are taught how to transmit the same to their future pupils.

The demand for a Normal School, widely existing throughout
the State, showed an increasing appreciatign of the value of our
school system, a perception of progress in its work, and the need
of a new auxiliary to maintain that progress, and accelerate its
speed. A survey of the past shows that an advance has been
made ; in books better than sufficed in by-gone days; in modes of
teaching and disciplive ; and in many instances of graded schools,
and the provision of better houses for the purposes of instruction.
All these advances must be sustained. If not there will be the
danger of falling back to the imperfect attainments which but too
easily-satisfied the deficiencies ot the past.

Normal Schools have been found to be important agents not only
in keeping up the improvements made from time to time, but of
increasing them by annual addition. They must be duly appre-
ciated for this reason, as well as for others, growing out of their
facilities for imparting more exactness and thoroughness than is
usually attained in other schools. But they eannot do all the work.
The community must uphold them, by furnishing pupils, as well
as supporting the Legislature in its action in their behalf; and by
words and deeds of encouragement, suited to promote the prosper-
ity of a useful and needed institution,

The third year of the experimental time; assigned to the school
at Farmington has already commenced. The remaining two will
leave only time enough to consider the questions, that will arise
at their termination, as to the desirableness of its continuance ;
the present or a different location if continued ; the purchase of the
building where it now holds its sessions ; the amount of moneyed
support to be granted, if then still holding on its prosperous way,
for teachers, library, apparatus, completing the building within, and
the improvement of the grounds. Other questions will arise pre-
paratory to a reply to these; Has ihe school answered its design
during these experimental years? Has the number of pupils ful-
filled the expectations of its early friends? Have the recipients of
its tuition become better teachers, in their practical work, even
where they have not completed the full course ?

The design of presenting these considerations at the present
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moment, is to prevent a surprise on the part of the friends of edu-
cation in the State, that the time has so soon ended when the years
set apart for the trial of the plan shall have been completed. They
should not be left, without an ample notice, so that the answers to
their claims may be found in an action, which will be the result of
previous inquiry and a calm and searching deliberation.

Report oF THE PriNcipAL oF THE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL.

This Report has been drawn up at my instance. Tt has been
made full, because of the important interests involved in its wel-
fare. 1Itis here presented as prepared, rather than abbreviated by
selections, which would be inadequate to show the true bearing of
the matters discussed therein :

State Norman Scmoor,
Farmington, Me., November, 1866.

Rev. Epwarp Barrarp, D. D., State Superintendent of Common Schools :

In accordance with your request, I have the honor to forward
this, my Second Annual Report of the State Normal School.

I feel thankful to Him in whose hands are the destinies of all
human institutions, that I am able to present a record, which must
be encouraging and gratifying to every intelligent friend of popular
education in our State. Two years of trial for the Normal School
have been completed ; one class of students has graduated; new
and numerous friends have expressed their interest in our work
and their belief in the practicability of the ‘“ Normal Idea’’; and the
first term of the third year, in the history of the school, has passed
more successfully, in every respect, than that of either of the pre-
ceding years.

My present review should, I suppose, cover the past three terms.
The teachers employed, have been as follows :

GEORGE M. GAGE, PrincreaL.

ASSISTANTS:
For the Winter Term.

Miss SARAH R. SMITH. Mriss MARY B. SMITH.
Miss MARY C. PACKARD.

For the Spring Term.

Miss SARAH R. SMITH. Miss HELEN B. COFFIN.
MARY B. SMITH. SOPHIE R. EARLE.
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For the Fall Term.

Miss HELEN B. COFFIN. Miss JULIA A. SEARS.
SOPHIE R. EARLE. ISABELLA L. WIGHT.

It will be seen, that the corps of teachers now numbers five, (5 ;)
and it gives me much pleasure to say, that concord has been con-
stantly maintainéd among the assistants ; with an earnest desire to
codperate with me in all my efforts to promote the highest interests
of the school; and a zeal and good judgment in class work and in
their general relations to the institution, which are eminently de-
serving of special commendation, and prove them worthy teachers
and true ladies, and which I trust I shall remember ever.

The visit, which was paid to the school by the honorable gentle-
men constituting the Joint Standing Committee on Education of
the Legislature of 1866, was an occasion of much interest during
the Winter Term ; and the favorable Report, which they felt war-
ranted in making to the Senate and House of Representatives on
their return, was not less a source of benefit to the school itself
than of encouragement and incitement to the teachers. The action
of the last Legislature in favor of the Normal School, serving to
help us to a firmer and more tenable position, as well as to indicate
the current of popular sentiment in respect to our institution,
should here be thankfully acknowledged. I hope and expect, that
the Legislature of 1867 will act in the same direction, and place us
where no angry storms of the future will be likely to whelm us.

The number of students, who attended the school during the
Spring Term, was one hundred and nineteen, (119) and every
county in the State was represented except Piscataquis. There
were more visitors to the school this term than any preceding term.
The expectation that the first graduation exercises in connection
with a Normal School in Maine, would occur at or before the expi-
ration of that session, acted as a stimulus to exertion, both among
teachers and scholars.

Graduation Exercises took place on Friday, May 25th, and con-
sisted of an examination, in which the whole school participated,
in the forenoon, and public exercises by the candidates for the
diploma of the institution, in the afternoon. A great number of
the people of Farmington and vicinity, witnessed these exercises ;
and a good number of the friends of education from remote parts
of Maine were present. I think that the names of the ten young
ladies in this class should appear in this report, and I insert them
here :
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Miss EMMA J. FREEMAN, Manchester.
MIRA Q. VAUGHAN, Farmington.
DORA A. SPRAGUE, Farmington.
NELLIE M. HAYES, Farmington.
SARAH R. CURTIS, Mercer.

SUSIE K. TOBEY, East Machias.

S. FANNIE NORTON, Farmington.
M. AUGUSTA EVANS, Athens.
HANNAH B. STEWART, Farmington.
MARTHA T. PERKINS, Bath.

The valedictory address, written for this occasion by Miss Per-
kins of Bath, gave a very interesting history of the rise and pro-
gress of the Normal School, and will be a valuable paper to refer
to in future years.

The effect of these graduation exercises has been manifest this
TFall Term. A very fine and large class, comprising students from
various parts of Maine, has entered the school, and (one of the
‘most gratifying auguries of success we have thus far had,) the
school has suffered less depletion towards the close of the term
than at any previous time. The students see the necessity of re-
maining, and are determined to remain the session through. What
had been called an impossibility heretofore, has now been proved
not to be such. The will to stay, has found a way to do so.
Among the encouraging events of this term, the principal has been
the visit to the Normal School of His Excellency, Governor Cony,
and the Honorable Executive Council. The teachers and scholars
were very grateful for this visit, and the expressions of pleasure
and interest on the part of the distinguished guests, were a source
of delight to the school. T pass now to consider the

Present Condition and Wants of the Normal School.

When the act providing for two State Normal Schools, passed
our State Legislature, there was doubt, on the part of many,
whether the people really wanted and would patronize such schools
and the teachers who should graduate thereat. Consequently,
inadequate provision was made for their maintenance, and the one
already in operation, has labored under discouragements and diffi-
culties, which none but those who have had the immediate charge
of its affairs can ever fully know and appreciate. There were rea-
sons for the existence of those doubts at that time But a con-
stantly increasing patronage in both the directions alluded to
above, has served to dispel them from the minds of many, and



10 COMMON SCHOOLS.

there are few now, who do not feel quite sure, that the Normal
School is fit to be, and is to be the focal point in the new popular
educational system, which is obtaining ground in Maine. This is
probably inevitable. Injudicious and inimical legislation might
retard the progress in this direction. Happily, the indications now
are, that all legislation will be friendly, and that the school, having
shown the hold that it has upon the people, legislators will enact
the will of their constituents, and once for all, liberally found the
Normal School. I present here the

Ezxpense of our School,

as compared with other similar institutions in our country. In
order to do this, I have collected the latest and most accurate in-
formation, from all the State Normal Schools of the United States.
I take this opportunity to extend my hearty thanks to the Princi-
pals of those institutions for the kindness they have shown in ena-
bling me to do this. I trust that the statement given below will
be found useful to other States as well as our own,

No kind of machinery can be run successfully, for a great length
of time, without some kind of lubricating fluid. And the grand
desiderata, in respect to this, for the Normal School, as for other
institutions designed to ameliorate the condition of mankind, are

1st—A Wise Love for Man;
2d— Pecuniary Support.

The former will sometimes accomplish wonders alone ; but it is
not, in the present state of human nature, sufficient to rely upon,
in all exigencies. And it is no less true, that the latter can never
achieve anything really praiseworthy in the directions of which I
have spoken, without the former. Tt is only in the union of these
two forces, that the sure foundation is laid, on which shall rise a
superstructure, safe, prosperous and enduring. :

It has been said, that the Normal School, as far as Maine is con-
cerned, is an ‘‘experiment.”” The statement is a true one, and I
would not abate one jot from its full force. But the readers of this
report well know that no experiment can be said to be fairly tried,
when certain conditions are not fulfilled. And if our Normal
School is not supplied with that which has been, and is, found
necessary to the success of similar schools elsewhere, our experi-
ment cannot be said to have been a fair one. It is on this account,
and because I think that the friends of education will hold me ac-
countable, justly and largely, in this matter, and that the time has
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" come, when an advance step is essential to success, that I present
the following
Table and Deductions.
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The facts here brought to light, are both interesting and instruct-
ive. They show, that institutions for the special training of those
who are to teach in the public schools, are considered of indispen-
sable value, in a system of popular education, in a large number of
the States of the Union. Add to these the city Normal Schools of
Boston, Mass., Chicago, Tll., Philadelphia, Pa., St. Louis, Mo., and
the Training School at Oswego, N. Y., and we have, considering
the fact, that less than thirty years ago, the first Normal School
commenced operations in the United States, with an average attend-
ance of three pupils, a cumulative argument in favor of those insti-
tutions, which can be coutroverted only by their failure to do, in
the future, what they have hitherto done, wherever established and
properly supported. And I oughtnot to fail to remark, that these
good results so commend the Normal School to the thoughtful,
philanthropic educators of other States, that movements are already

* Female teachers.

+ Number present this Fall Term. Probably considerably less than the general
““average.”

t Normal and Model Schools united.

*% Has use of house to live in, rent free.

1+ Normal, High and Grammar School combined, under the general management of
one head.

1t Vide below.
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in progress for establishments of the same kind in places other '
than those mentioned above. I have received the circular of Hon.
Orrin Perkins, Normal School Commissioner in New Hampshire,
with a letter from him, making inquiries about our Normal School,
and probably before the Legislature of Maine shall be again con-
vened, the States of New Hampshire and Vermont will complete
the list of New England States, in which Normal Schools have
been provided for. I expect to see, if I shall live, within the next
twenty-five years, Normal Schools forming a part of the educational
system for every State in the Union.

But the figures of the ‘“table’”” are no less instructive than are
the facts just given. .

Massachusetts pays more than thirty thousand dollars per annum
to maintain her four Normal Schools, and I am informed, that her
wise and learned Governor, remarked, in a recent speech, that she
would double that amount of expenditure for them, if necessary.
So does the Normal School flourish in the home of its founders.

There are also other States of our Union besides those already
referred to, in which, in various ways, the prineiple is recognized
and acted upon, that it is good political economy to provide oppor-
tunities for those who are to mold the minds of children to be them-
selves prepared to do their duties at the expense of those whom
they are to serve.

Massachusetts pays $30,000 a year, with 450 students in attend-
ance on her Normal Schools; Connecticut, $7,500, with 55 young
ladies and gentlemen preparing to be teachers; New Jersey,
$17,000 for her Normal and Model Schools, with 400 pupils at-
tending ; Illinois, $17,000 for her Normal University, in which are
650 pupils, and which combines, under the supervision of one
man, a graduate of one of the Massachusetts Normal Schools, the
Normal, the High, and the Grammar School; Michigan, where the
Normal and Model Schools are combined, has 225 students fitting
for the teachers’ profession, at an expeunse to the State of $15,000
per annum ; Minnesota, 160 pupil teacbers, $6,500 expense; Ma-
ryland, born to a new and higher life, 60 learning to teach, and
$8,000 expense of tuition.

The State Normal Schools of Pennsylvania are so differently or-
ganized from those of other States, that it is difficult to bring them
inte any just comparison with them, without a fuller statement
than I can bere give. They are, however, doing a noble work and
receiving liberal support. The provision which is made for the
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special training of public school teachers in Iowa, is a Normal
Department and a Training and Model School connected there-
with, both forming a part of the Jowa State University at Iowa
city. This department is under the direction of a male professor,
haviog three female assistants; and the Training School has at its
head a lady graduate of the Training School at Oswego, N. Y.,
who is assisted by pupils in the Normal School.

I am sorry that I cannot give complete statistics about the Nor-
mal School at Emporia, Kansas. I know that the provision which
has been made for the support of that institution, which has but
recently gone into operation, is very ample and creditable to that
State. I have no returns, at the time of preparing this report,
from California ; but I saw Prof. Mims, the Principal of the Normal
School there, during the summer of 1866, and from what he said I
know that Normalism is flourishing on the Pacific. Indeed, it is
very true, that those States which are now forming systems for
the regulation of public instruction, or have recently done so, seize
upon the very best things that we have in the east, appropriate
them and improve upon them, and we are to be distanced or move
forward. Even Massachusetts feels that she must look well to her
laurels.

I have inserted in the “ table,”” the State Normal School at Far-
mington, with statistics corresponding to those furnished by the
Principals of the other iustitutions in our land. The people of
Maine are awaking to a new interest in the cause of education. 1
have had abundant evidence of this in the past two years and a
half of my connection with the Normal School. There is anxiety
to have access to the latest and best modes of teaching, and there
is leaven at work, which will yet permeate and enliven our whole
educational system. I have thought, that to give the statistics of
our school in this connection, was fair, was due to the cause of
education, and that the result would be suggestive. And I do not
think, that, with the almost unprecedented interest taken in this
school, as evidenced by the number and the character of the stu-
dents in attendance upon it from all parts of our Commonwealth,
anything besides such an array of facts as these, thus presented,
is needed to commend the Farmington School and its teachers,—
either those employed in it now, or those who shall be hereafter,—
to the more liberal support of our State, rich as she is in native
resources, and now awaking to new life in all her industrial pur-
suits. More liberal support must be accorded, or the school, hav-
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ing lived largely upon the enthusiasm of its friends, must ultimately
die for the want of sufficient ‘‘ pecuniary support’” at the proper
period in its history. The policy for the past few years has been
in favor of liberally founding schools for the people. I cannot
doubt that this will be the policy of our Legislature in respect to
the Normal School.

When I know that my native State pays more than $30,000 to
defray the expenses of her State Reform School, an institution
needed and worthy of support, I cannot for a moment doubt that
she will more readily pay a fifth part of that amount for the edu-
cation of those whose duty it is to teach good behavior and obedi-
ence to law, as well as to inculcate those high moral principles
which will tend to elevate and adorn human society.

I have received such assurances from a majority of the Trustees
of Farmington Academy, through their Secretary, as warrant me
in saying that the members of that corporation are now ready to
release the buildings, grounds, apparatus, &c., now owned by them
and used by the Normal School, to become the property of the
State, and remain such so long as it shall be used for educational
purposes, provided the State will pay a claim by mortgage on
said property, which becomes due in September, 1867, and which
amounts to $4,200. It is estimated that the property could be
sold to-day for $12,000.

I have had an architect to view the buildings and grounds, and
make estimates in respect to the cost of completing the work
necessary to put the whole in order, in such a way, as to be cred-
itable to the State and convenient for the purpose designed, and
his figures are $6,000.

I estimate that the outlay for furnishing throughout, including
such a Reference Library as will be useful for those designing to
teach in our Common Schools, and some much needed philosophi-
cal and other apparatus, would reach $5,000.

The yearly running expenses of the school should be $6,500. I
put these now in condensed form, so that those who desire may
see them, at once.

Needed :
To put the property of the Farmington Academy into the
hands of the State, to be owned and used for educa-

tional purposes, . . . . . . $4,200
To complete buildings and grounds, . . . . 6,000
To furnish, procure Library, &c., . . . . . 5,000

Total, . . . . . . . . $16,200
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Needed :

To pay yearly expenses of school, such an appropriation
as will yield an annual income of . . . . $6,500

I now call attention to some arguments, which seem appropriate
in this connection.

The State of Massachusetts, fortunate in her natural position,
fortunate in the character of her early settlers, and fortunate in the
true ideas, and zealous intrepidity of her sons, has, without greater
native resources than are possessed by many of the sister Com-
monwealths, so placed herself in the vanguard in respect to educa-
tional, as well as other sources of power and influence, that she
serves rather ag a pattern, toward an assimilation to which we of
the less favored States may hope to approach, than as a proper
standard for present comparison.

But of the States in respect to which comparative statistics have
been made in the above ¢ Table,” the State of Maine has a repre-
sentative population of 628,279 ; valuation for taxable property,
$164,714,168 ; public debt, $2,422,000; 4,376 public schools; and
186,717 in attendance upon these schools. Connecticut has repre-
sentative population of 460,147 ; valuation, $254,742,695; public
debt, $3,050,000; 1,805 public schools; and 82,530 pupils. New
Jersey has a representative population of 672,035; 1,496 public
schools; and 110,320 pupils. "Maryland has 652,173 representa-
tive population; and $6,238,070 public debt. Michigan, 749,113
population ; $163,533,005 valuation ; 2,936,753 public debt; 4,007
public schools; and 207,391 pupils. Minnesota, 172,003 repre-
sentative population ; 879 public schools; and 31,083 pupils.

Among these States, we should certainly be able to bear our
test. But Maine pays $3,400 per annum to fit teachers for 4,376
public schools; Connecticut $7,5600 to fit teachers for 1,805 public
_ schools; New Jersey $17,000 for her Normal and Model School,
and she has 1,496 public schools; Maryland pays $8,000 a year
for her Normal School ; Michigan pays $15,000 to fit teachers for
4,007 public schools; and Minnesota pays $6,500 yearly for her
Normal School, while she has but 879 public schools.

Now an appropriation, this year, of $16,200 as per estimate
above, will be sufficient to put the institution at Farmington en-
tirely in the hands of the State, and to give to it such a Library
and Apparatus as will bear favorable comparison with that of
other similar institutions in our country, while the actual value, in
money, of the property thus placed at the disposal of the State,
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will not be less than $25,000. There will be required additional,
provision for the running expenses of the school at $6,500 a year,
a sum not one-half as large as is expended by Michigan, with a
valuation less than that of Maine, and certainly without greater
pative resources, but large enough to meet the entire wants of
every year. I cannot better say what I would, in respect to the
desirableness of having a good reference Library for the State
Normal School, than if T reiterate words that I have used in a for-
mer report.

I have thus, sir, finished what I felt that it was my duty to say
in this report; and I feel sure, that, as time passes on, it will be-
come more and more manifest, that the true policy for material
prosperity, in the development of those vast resources that may
remain undiscovered or unused in the State, except as the light of
education find its way with brighter beams to every child of the
Commonwealth, for the conservation of liberty and the salvation of
mankind—that the truest, highest policy, as well as the dictates of
philanthropy, are calling for liberality in the education of the peo-
ple. Legislators of 1867 ! You can do this work, and secure high
honor to yourselves. If you neglect to do it, it will nevertheless
be done.

I cannot close without bearing my willing testimony to the uni-
form kindness and desire to cosperate with me in my work for the
cause of education, that has ever characterized yourself and the
honorable members of the Board of Oversight. May heaven re-
ward you, and the Normal School flourish.

I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully and truly yours,

Georee M. Gace.



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 17

Remargs oN ToE REPORT.

It will be seen from the foregoing Report that the Normal School
has now arrived at a point of progress where the mind of the Legis-
lature will be called to prepare for a decision as to its permanency
and its support. This support should be ample. While goiﬁg
through the process of an experiment, everywhere successful,
nothing should be done to retard its progress, limit ils sphere of
usefulness, or discourage its friends. In other States the plan has
been to sustain these institutions liberally, until they have passed
the season of anxiety in their commencement ; for they have feared
that if the helping hand be stinted in its measures of aid, the enter-
prise would be carried forward with feebleness, and the distrust
of the community be but too readily awakened. Let the support
be liberal, because the present success augurs greater success in
the future. Better teachers will go forth annually to carry their
attainments into society, to infuse new life into our schools, and
rouse the thought of our youth to interest and activity in the pur-
suits of the school-room. No money is better invested than when
it is bestowed to promote true education.

Tre Noruan Scaoorn aT CASTINE.

The act establishing Normal Schools, contemplated two institu-
tious of this kind. Proposals from the eastern part of the State were
made, which after some delay have resulted in a resolve passed by
the Legislature at its last session, whereby ¢“the location of the
Bastern Normal Shool, as made by commissioners under the act of
March sixth, eighteen hundred sixty-three,” was “ confirmed.”
The place, as indicated in the Report of the Commissioners, is at
Castine. The time for the opening of the school was determined
to be ‘“as early in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven as
practicable ; provided that the proposals in writing now on the files
of the Council, upon which said location was based, be complied
with.”’ ]

At your suggestion and that of the Council, in accordance with
the wish of the citizens of Castine, I made a visit to that place dur-
ing the last summer, and foand much interest there on the subject
of the prop-sed school. With several of them I visited the build-
ing and grounds offered for the purpose, and evincing a liberal dis-
position on the part of its friends; and I was assured that a suffi-
cient amount of money would be ready to make such alterations

2
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and improvements as the prospective use of the edifice might de-
mand.

The building set apart for this use is the High School-house of
the village. Though not furnishing as much room for the assem-
bled students, nor as many conveniences for recitation, as the house
at Farmington, yet a smaller number of pupils than at the latter
place can be accommodated, and their instruction attended to with
regularity and system. The location of this town, on a spot re-
nowned in the history of our State, is in some degree isolated ; yet
facility of access to it is had by land and water; though in the
winter season communication by the latter agency will be inter-
rupted by the cessation of steam navigation, when it may be feared
the attending classes will not be as large as if the winter did not
bring this impediment.

If your honorable body shall find that the conditions of the loca-
tion of the school have been complied with, and the Legislature
shall decide to appropriate the pecunniary means for carrying out
its design, I trust that these means will be made ample enough to
supply the requisite teachers, and the ordinary needs for a promis-
ing commencement; and also that this aid will be applied without
subtracting in the least from the amount required to place the
school at Farmington in a condition of supply and stability, such
as will give it, as far as human agency can contribute to the result,
the power for its fullest measure of usefulness in all the coming
years of its history. If these schools are to receive but a stinted
support from the State, and so become feeble in action and scanty
in benefit, the time will be not long in approaching when distrust
will occupy the place of the present confidence ; when appropria- -
tions will be diminished ; and annual failures beget dissatisfaction,
and so prepare for their dissolution. Any action, that may tend
to hinder success or chill enthusiasm in the present well-received
school, still an experiment, is to be lamented and warded off. If
we are willingly and annually giving a much larger amount to the
State Reform School than will be required to sustain generously our
present and proposed Normal Schools, we are doubtless doing well
for the interests of society, in the restriction of vice and the im-
proved culture of our vicious youth. But how much better for the
State and its finances to educate the young, intellectually and mor-
ally, so as in time to render Reform Schools needless, as jails some-
times have been, and to turn our property, now used for that puar-
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pose, into a seminary of virtuous instruction in the utilities that
strengthen society and adorn it with beauty!

Tae Mapawasga TowxsHIps.

At the suggestion of some members of your honorable body, I
made a journey for observation into the remote part of the State
inclosed in this designation. It was also in accordance with
my own wish to see the fertile region watered by the Aroos-
took and St. John rivers, and the tributaries to these two impor-
tant streams. It is not necessary for me to add my testimony to
the value of the region, well known as the Aroostook, for the pur-
poses of an extensive and varied agriculture, or the interest of its
inviting scenery as presented to the tourist. In both these partic-
ulars I could speak in terms of high commendation, from a pleasant
experience.

As far as I was able in the course of the journey, I made the
acquaintance of School Committees and visited schools, before and
after reaching the extended district, to which my attentioh was at
that time especially directed. I only regretted that my purpose
did not allow me greater opportunities for these portions of my
duty. I passed through all the plantations bordering on the St.
John, except the two most northerly. Those visited were Hamlin,
Van Buren, Grant Isle, Madawaska, Dionne, Daigle and Fort Kent.
The two not visited were St. John and St. Francis. On coming
out of the region, I passed through Wallagrass and Eagle Lake
plantations, in which the inhabitants are not as abundant as in the
settlements on the more inviting banks of the St. John. There are
other plantations still designated by Roman numerals, being south
of the more populous and prosperous portions of this territory,
where the wilderness is yielding to the slow progress of border
cultivation ; but where well-directed industry will be sure to re-
ceive encouraging rewards. In all of them the population is chiefly
of French origin; having been first Acadian and afterwards in-
creased by Canadian immigration. The French language is uni-
versally spoken; but many, especially of the males, also speak
English.

A considerable portion of my time was spent with Colonel Page,
whose several appointments by my predecessor as Agent of the
Madawaska Schools has been continued by me the present year.
The season for my visit had been determined by his suggestion, as
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best suited to see the schools at the opening of the summer ses-
sions. But owing to the delay of agricultural pursuits, from the
unusual wetness of the season, the aid of the scholars was needed
to prepare for the future harvest, and the fields demanded the time
for planting that would have been devoted to the school-room.
However, I found two schools in operation ; saw several teachers
and residents interested in the education of the young. A large
number of them was present morning and evening at Thibodeau-
ville; and a free discussion was had on the desire for schools, and
the best mode of securing their benefits. I also saw two of the
clergy having charge of the larger portion in their religious con-
cerns, who expressed themselves very favorably for promoting the
purposes of my visit, and were specially urgent that the teachers
employed should be well qualified for their office, and be able to
teach both French and English, One of these gentlemen supports
a school npon his own respounsibility, where the teacher instructs
in both languages. The desire for an education to be imparted in
both languages is very prevalent, and an especial wish is often
expressed for the English. This desire ought to be met, and in-
deed is met, to the full extent of the Agent to procure suitably
qualified persons to undertake the charge. The knowledge of this
language will open the way of business more easily with the other
portions of the State. A better education can be given, as the
school-books in this langnage, at an easy price, are far superior to
the few that are brought to them in their native tongue. Those
who wish to become teachers are very desirous of attaining this
part of the preparation, and they receive all the encouragement in
the power of the Agent to bestow, and in a few instances solicited
my examination as to their proficiency. .

The inhabitants of this region retain the peculiarities of their
ancestry. They are social, honest and industrious : attached to
the ways and customs of their fathers, but are gradually adopting
improvements in agriculture aud the conveniences of life, from
their American neighbors. They need nothing, in 2 temporal way,
so much as good education. Some of their youth have broken
away from the influence of their traditions, and sought instruction
“outside’ in better schools, and returned to apply its benefits in
teaching at home. Others will be induced to do the same, and
thus the education of the whole will be leavened with the improve-
ments enjoyed in more favored localities. The inhabitants will
learn to value schools and their benefits more and more ; and thus
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it may be hoped that they will be led to increased efforts among
themselves to encourage the care which the State extends for their
good, and add to the pecuuiary means to give it a wider influence.

The Report of the Agent for this district has been furnished at
my request. As it is the first that I have seen in full, I deem it
proper to place on these pages portions thereof, so that it may the
better be seen how many the schools are; their condition and
character; and the number of scholars receiving their instruction.

To the Superintendent of Common Schools
for the Slale of Maine:

Counformably to the school law of 1862, entitled ““ an act to secure
the proper expenditure of school moneys in the Madawaska Town-
ships,” I respectfully submit my Report, as Agent, under the act.

I have established twenty schools the past summer. The un-
precedented cold and rainy spring rendered it difficult to commence
the schools in proper season, as the Superintendent will have rea-
son to remember, when visiting us last May.

There are many obstacles to the progress of education, incident
perhaps to all places where schools are first being established, and
I deem it my duty to name some of them.

1st. The want of suitable and efficient teachers. I am obliged to
employ French teachers where the districts are exclusively French.
As a matter of course, they do not desire to have tkeir children
taught English exclusively, and such teachers, at the present time,
have not the English at command to speak and read it fluently.
But I anticipate an improvement in this respect, as many of my
young teachers the present season, express a strong desire for
improvement, and say they shall go “ outside’” and expend their
school money paid them for that purpose, the necessity of which I
endeavored to impress upon their minds. A few, however, speak
the English language fluently.

2d. There are but seven school houses in the whole territory,
and the most of them are quite small and illy constructed. But
the inhabitants are being interested in this respect, and I trust, ere
long there will be more and better ones erected.

8d. There is quite an important defect in the schools for the
want of suitable books, especially in the French branch, there being
no other book used or desired, but one called ‘“ Nouveau Traité,”’
(New Treatise.) There are two of these books, one a primer,
adapted to young capacities; the other larger, and adapted to older
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minds. These books are in French, and treat upon Roman Catholic
church duties, rules and regulations; may be called a Treatise on
Theology. To have such a book in school is not objectionable, but
to have no other, is absurd. For children might read in this book
until doomsday, and from that source would not be taught there
was any other place but Madawaska, or whether the world was
round or flat, or stood upon three legs or four. I have not deemed
it my duty to interfere in what French teaching they may pursue.
My desire and duty has been to introduce into these schools such
English books as are suited to their capacities, and to impress upon
the teachers the necessity and importance of teaching in their
schools, Hislory and Geography, in particular, as well as other
branches taught in our English schools, and such other information
as they were capable of giving. I found the schools almost entirely
destitute of English books, and it was some time before I could
ascertain how many, and what kind of books to purchase; and
soon as I could I furnished the schools with such books as they
seemed to require. I would recommend a small appropriation by
the Legislature of one hundred dollars for the purpose of purchas-
ing English books for those schools, for without books schools are
but of little use, and the inhabitants are hardly awake to the im-
portance of this matter.

4th. Children, with few exceptions, are taken from school after
they become twelve or thirteen years old, both male and female, to
labor in doors and out. So it will be perceived that they can
have but two or three years of schools, of only three or four months
of each year, and then their education is finished. This evil is not
wholly coufined to the French, for we have some pioneers of our
own race here, who do not appreciate the necessity of schools for
their children. This is no new doctrine. It is incident to all new
places like this. This evil will be eradicated in proportion to the
prevalence of schools.

The Schools.

I will commence in the Upper Township, and proceed down the
river to the Boundary-line Township, and give a concise account
of each school in detail :

St. Francis Plantation.

1. The westerly school herein was under the instruction of Miss Kittie Foley
16 weeks. This school I mark as one of my best, 29 scholars in attendance ;
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averaging 22. Mach is due to Mr. Martin Savage for the good standing of
this school, who has set a good example in promyptly supplying his children
with all necessary school-books, and besides has had several private schools in
his family. I hope it may prove a stimulant to others to do the same. The
deportment of this school was remarkably good, and scholarship much above
an average. Much is due to the teacher for her good management and favor-
able results. This principal part of this school was English, and all studied
English exclusively.

The next school in this plantation, on the easterly line of the same, was
kept by Miss Delia Hunnewell 14 weeks. This school has been quite small,
owing to the want of proper interest in the district, the residents in which
are mostly English. It has had fair advantages, as results show on examina-
tion. All the scholars were English. There is a school-house here built and
owned by B. Hunnewell, Esq., but situated unfavorably for convenience.
Miss Hunnewell has proved herself a competent teacher. The school made
fair improvement.

St. John Plantation.

There was but one school in this plantation. It was instructed by Mlle.
Medie Nadeau, who has perfect command of the English language, and is a
competent teacher both in French and English. This schcol is in its in-
faney, having bad no training before. Under the teacher’s skilful manage-
ment the school made quite an advancement in French—the district desiring
their children should commence in their native tongue. I trust another year
will show here a good English class. Except two scholars all were French.

Fort Kent. ¥

1. School in No. 1 district was instructed by Miss Mary Ramsey. The distriet
pot taking a proper interest therein, consequently it was small. School-room
was in a private house, with few and badly-contrived seats. Under the cir-
cumstances the children made tolerable improvement; about all the scholars
were of English extraction. The teacher performed her part with considera-
ble ability.

2. The school in the village of Fort Kent was under the instruction of Miss
Louisa Page of Fairfield (Kendall’'s Mills), 16 weeks. This was a large
school, 60 pupils in attendance, averaging 40. There is a good school-house
in this district, and scholars have had better opportunities for improvement,
than any other district in this territory. The teacher is a good scholar, was
industrious, and interested in her school. Good improvement was made in all
the branches pursued.

3. The other school in Fort Kent was kept by Mrs. Amede Dumond 14
weeks ; 29 pupils in attendance, averaging 25 ; fifteen in English. This school
was exclusively French. Deportment of the school good, and under the good
management of their teacher, the scholars made good improvement in read-
ing, writing, spelling, &e. ’
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Wallagrass Plantalion.

1. One of the schools was under the instruction of Mlle. Helene Sirois 15
weeks, childven exclusively I'rench; averaging 25. Reading, writing and
arithmetic were studied, with a fair degree of success. This distriet has had
but small advantages for schooling, and generally in such places the parents
are desirous to have their children commencge in their native tongue; conse-
quently but 7 attended to the English. This district has erected and furnished
a school-house the last spring, and is showing a laudable zeal for the promo-
tion of cducation. The teacher bas but a limited knowledge of English, but
is skilful in her office.

2. This school was taught by Mlle. Sophia Martin 15 weeks, all French pu-
pils. Thais district has had bat limited opportanities, but under the good
management of Mlle. Martin the school has made good improvement. All
French but one family. Ten have attended to English with marked success.

Dionne Plantation.

1. The one kept in the Rev. Mons. Sarron’s district was under the instruc-
tion of Mlle. Claudia Carron. Seven have attended to English. Teacher’s
knowledge of English quite limited. This school will not close till the first
of November. Tam in hopes it will compare favorably with the other schools
in the terrritory.

2. The school in Capt. Michaud’s district was kept by Mile. Malvina Che-
nard, 14. Eight have attended to English with a fair degree of success. The
teacher is quite young, and this was her first effort. Ier knowledge in Eng-
lish is quite limited, in French much better. The school has been well man-
aged and the teacher deserves credit.

3. This echool was under the management of Mlle. Philomena Babin, of
Little Falls, N. B., 125 weeks. Ten have attended to English with quite
favorable results. Mlle. Babin has had considerable experience in teaching;
is a good scholar, both in French and English. Deportment of her school
good. She has acquitted herself in this school with credit, as its good appear-
ance would seem to show. This school is situated nearly opposite Little Falls,
N.B.

Madawaska Plantation.

1. This school, also nearly opposite the Little Falls, N. B., was kept by
Mlle. Madaline Thibodeau 10 wecks. It is wholly French, 7 have studied
English. Madaline is quite young and a native of Grant Isle, and received
her education there, is ambitious of being better educated, and intends going
“ outside ”’ to some English school during the approaching winter. Much
praize is due her for the good appearance and improvement of her school. With
more education and expericnee, she bids fair to hecome a first-rate teacher.

2. This school was under the instruction of Mlle. Julia Fornier, a native of
Madawaska Plantation. She is quite young, has good command of the Eng-
lish language, is ambitious to improve, and intends going out to atiend our
English school this winter. She is efficient and a good teacher. There is a
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school-house in this district, situated in the very heart, and the pleasantest
spot of Madawaska ; echool exclusively French. Twenty Lave pursued Eng-
lish with quite favorable results; 16 wecks.

3. The next school in this plantation was kept by Mlle. Philomene Sirois
14 weeks. It has been quite small, owing to the unfavorable location of the
house, being one side of the population. The district intends to remedy the
evil another season. I cannot speak favorably of this school. Whenever a
district disagree unfavorable results will follow. Eight studied English with
some degree of success.

Grant Isle Plantation.

1. The school, under the tuition of Master Joseph Cyr, continued 14 weeks.
Joseph is an efficient teacher, speaks English fluently. He taught one of my
schools in 1863. Encouraged by his success, he went to Houlton to school,
where he enlisted in one of our regiments in the late rebellion, served some two
years, received an honorable discharge, and returned home again. Ten in
English. The school, as may be supposed, made great improvement.

2. This school was under the management of Mlle. Philomena Daigle.
Twelve have attended to English with quite favorable results. Mlle. Daigle
is one of my best French teachers. Iler school translate the languages with
much accuracy. Deportment of the school good; scholars attentive to their
studies—conscquently have made good progress. This district has taken a
commendable interest in schools, and are favorable to the English pursuits.
I think they would consent to have an English instructor exclasively. School
well supplied with English books.

Van Buren.

1. Mlle. Julia Therniault kept this school 12 weeks. This is one of their
first schools for many years. The teacher is a native of Grant Isle, and in-
tends to go out to an English school to qualify herself to be more useful as a
teacher. This school is quite small. There was a class of seven in English.
I was quite well satisfied with the teacher, and the improvement of the school.
1t was her first effort.

2. This school was taught by Mlle. Sophia Sanfanson 15 weeks. Fifteen in
English. This district has taken a laudable interest in schools, furnishing a
good supply of books and encouraging the pursuit of the English language.
Where such a sentiment prevails we always find good results. The school has
been well managed, though the teacher was limited both in French and Eng-
lish education. Deportment of the school good.

3. This school, near Violet Brook village, has been taught by Miss Mary
Richards. The school, although near the village, is rather small, as the French
population Lave not concluded to send their children to an English teacher.
Consequently, there are two schools, one exclusively of English, and the other,
French.

All the branches pursued in our common country schools were taught here,
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with good results. The teacher deserves credit for her industry and good
management.

Hamlin Plantation.

This school in the extreme easterly part of my limits, and near the Boundary
line, was kept by Mlle. Fimie Thibodeau, a native of Grant Isle, has received
her education in schools located in her own native plantation, which speaks
well of the schools in Grant Isle. Thirty have attended to the English. The
school has had conriderable training in English pursuits heretofore, and the
district bas shown a good degree of interest in schools, especially in English
studies. The scholars are French. I was pleased with the good appearance
of this school. 'I'he teacher is anxious to attend an English school to enable
her to be more usefal in giving instruction in that language. She was cfficient,
ascording to her opportunities for education and experience in teaching. The
improvement was good in all the studies.

RECAPITULATION.

‘Whole number of pupils in attendance, . . 614

Average number in attendance, . . . 435

Whole number in English studies, . . . 322
Financial.

For a detailed account of expenditures, I would refér
you to my account rendered to the Governor and
Council. I would state, however, I have received

from the State for the current year, . . . $1,326 13
Expended for school purposes, . . . . . 1,016 00
Balance in your Agent’s hands, . . . . $310 13

Funds for the succeeding year will not be so large as were re-
ceived for this, as considerable sums were paid in arrearages due
to plantations, which had not previously received their due pro-
portion,

I would recommend to my successor to have two schools in
Eagle Luke plantation, two in Daigle plantation, one additional in
Hamlin plantation, as they have not had their proper share of in-
struction for the present year.

It is due to this people to say, that they are honest in their deal-
ings, social, polite and happy, and when they become a tax paying
community, and the laws are honestly administered here, they will
be found good citizens, and useful members of the State.

I have the honor to be, yours very truly,
D. Pacs.

Fort Kent, October 8, 1866.
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Tue SUPERINTENDENCY.

In the fulfilment of the duties of his office, the Superintendent
has maintained a large correspondence with persons interested in
education, both within and without the limits of the State. Ile has
been called on for information, for bis opinion in matters where the
law has not appeared to be sufficiently clear to the persons solicit-
ing counsel; and in a few instances, where he could not answer
their wishes fully without intruding into questions that were con-
nected specially with municipal regulations. He has given advice
in regard to the erection of new edifices for instruction. He has
thus been rejoiced to witness the earnestness and liberality which
have been put forth to increase the facilities for instruction, furnish-
ing attractive buildings that make the whole toil of teaching and
learning the more welcome and easy, by removing from it the in-
conveniences, discomforts and distastes, which are the constant
attendants on incommodious, cold and cheerless shelters named
school-bouses. It has been his aim to give all encouragement to
efforts tending in this direction. Many visits have been made to
schools and districts, and addresses made to children in their gath-
ering places with their teachers. Acquaintance has been formed
with Committees and agents, and efforts have thus been made to
promote the cause intrusted to all these officers, by suggestions
and recommendations deemed judicious for the purpose. Jour-
neys have been made to distant parts of the State, and every call
for special services has been promptly answered. It is not for the
officer to say’how much or how little benefit has accrued from these
efforts. Ile has only to say that from the mewbers of your honor-
able body, Committees, Agents, Teachers and Schools, he has re-
ceived a welcome sufficient to assure him that his visits have been
acceptable, and with words to testify that they have been deemed
useful. More would have been doue in this direction if the means
placed at his disposal for the purpose of travelling to the various
parts of the State had been larger. But having expended the allow-
- ance, his visits have of necessity been restricted.

ComMON ScHOOLS.

<

Citizenship is the inheritance of every one born in our land.
Thereby he has the right to the rewards of his own talents and toil,
to bear his part in the maintenance of good government, to cherish
the principles of liberty, and by counsel and action to promote the
common welfare, The State has the parental care of training the
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young to meet the respounsibilities devolved upon them by the
privileges of their birthright. She is to be the guardian of her
own interests. This guardianship requires that all the children
under her protection should have an education suited to the rela-
tion of freemen, and fitted by good principles and judicious instruc-
tion to adorn society. She offers the means and protects the in- -
terests of education. By her provision houses are erected,
teachers are employed, and persons appointed for local and general
superintendence. The system is good. If there be any failures,
they have come from the want of care and energy to carry out its
plan and details according to their design. Each year finds im-
provement in the results; and though perfection may still be far
distant, yet annual progress will bring the developments of the
system nearer to the point, which may appear to recede the nearer
it is approached, while the advance is scattering blessings all along
its path. The intellectual powers of our youth do not fall be-
low the average of the same class in any part of our country.
They are as capable as any of being enriched with the treasures
that are specially fitted for the mind; and thus to be prepared to
enter on the business of life here as elsewhere, with the fair pros-
pect of a success such as is constantly crowning the enterprise of
our citizens. Whether in peace or in war, we have seen them
giving their hearty support to our general institutions, and yield-
ing their aid to the government that has and will bless the country
with union, prosperity and ‘peace. In military sagacity, prowess
and success in the late national conflict, their record is clear and
bright.

TrAcHERS’ INSTITUTE.

The county of Somerset still maintains its long-cherished and
prominent interest in the affairs of education. The teachers in that
section of the State have found their annual gathering, not only
a pleasant reunion of persons engaged in similar pursuits, but
profitable in the interchange of views on different methods of in-
struction, and in the increased purpose of raising the standard of ed-
ucation to a bigher degree of requisition. An Institute for this
purpose was held at North Anson, in the latter part of August,
continuing through several days, with three sessions a day. Lec-
tures were delivered by the Superintendent and persons practically
acquainted with teaching. Exercises in the various departments
of the school-room received a practical illustration from skilful
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teachers as the instructors, and successful teachers as the learners.

_The village band furnished music to enliven the evening sessions.
A large attendance was present, both of teachers and of interested
persons from the neighborhood and other towns. The result is be-
lieved to have been favorable to the welfare of our Common Schools
in that part of the State, and in the hope of still continued benefit
a meeting of the like kind has been appointed for the next year.

The expenses of this Institute for several sessions have been
borne by the members ; and though they have been made as light
as possible, they still are burdensome on many, who are mostinter-
ested in their success and seek to be aided by their instrumental-
ity. Its members are very desirous to receive aid from the State,
in such an amount as, if not large, would be a relief to their self-
imposed taxation. In another instance proposals were made for a
similar meeting. But the fear of expense was among the leading
hindrances to prevent its arrangements from being carried forward
to completion.

There is a benefit in these assemblages of teachers which, as far
as it extends, partakes of the character of the Normal School, and
is well fitted to assist such as cannot avail themselves of the privi-
leges of that prosperous seminary. Teachers can confer with each
other; they hear lectures which bring out the experiences of the
skilful in this department. In their turn they become pupils for
the occasion; and thus resume their work with a new spirit for its
better accomplishmeut. As at the meetling here described, the
Principal of the Normal School gave his aid for the general benefit,
it is believed that a new interest was created for that institution,
which will tend to its support by an increased number of pupils.
When the graduates thereof are numerous enough to take a lead-
ing part in teachers’ meetings, they will then more widely spread
the beneficial influences of Normal training. As one of the results
of this volantary Institute, it may be mentioned that a discussion
was had in relation to the establishment of a serial, devoted to ed-
ucation, with a special reference to its progress and wants in our
own State. The difficulties and the benefits of the proposed enter-
prise were fairly stated. The desire for such a pablication pre-
vailed, and the members of the Somerset County Teachers’ Asso-
ciation gave the plan their cordial endorsement, soliciting the
immediate issue of such a publication, and pledging to it their
hearty support. Thereupon, the Principal of the Normal School
at Farmington has entered on the editorship of such a paper in a
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monthly issue, of which the first number has appeared ; and if its
present articles be the sample of what are to follow, there can be no
hazard in predicting a career of continued usefulness for this new
agency to promote a better education in the school and family. Its
name, ‘“ The Normal,”” properly indicates the place of its prepara-
tion and the design to be kept in view in shaping the course of in-
struction on its pages.

PerMaNENT TEACHERS.

In the Report of the last year, the Superintendent called atten-
tion to the benefit of continuing teachers in the schools, where
their knowledge and skill have been prospered. One reason for
this recommendation may be found in this fact, that the retained
teacher has learned the dispositions of his scholars, and can the
better direct their powers to acquire. He knows their attain-
ments, and can carry them onward from the point where they had
been left at the close of the previous school, without the necessity,
often experienced by the new teacher, of requiring them to begin
anew, so that he may not make any mistake as to the extent of
their previous gains. He can, too, the more readily arrange the
studies and the classes, so as to give more care to the scholars,
and more directness and efficiency to his wishes and efforts for
their improvement. Even if a teacher in his first term is not the
best, yet if he is earnest in his profession, and gives the promise
of becoming better, his reéngagement will be likely to be more
profitable than the employment of a new teacher, of whom but
little can be known beyond the fact that he or she wants a school,
and is ready to pass such an examination as is but too often passed
over in haste, and is called satisfactory, because if the candidate is
refused, the school-house may have no occupants, for the want of
time to find another to take the charge.

But the instances are too many where needless changes are
made, ag where the objection of one or two parents, growing out
of the complaints of a wayward child, where the cheaper rate of a
new teacher, without experience, is preferred to the somewhat
dearer cost of one whose practical skill is much more than an
equivalent for the increased expense, and where mere favoritism
rules the agent in makiug the selection; or if not any of these
reasons, where he takes ““ the first one that comes along.”” The
same causes are in annual operation. The constant change is
harmful. The mouney is often spent with diminished profit, and so
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is in part wasted. Order is interrupted. An opportunity is given
for new complaints from the captious. The hold of the school on
the public interest is weakened. Progress is retarded, and the
minds of the young lose the full improvement of a course where
system, certainty and economy should have prevailed.

It may indeed be a partial excuse for this state of affairs, that
good teachers arve not found in sufficient numbers to warrant their
reéngagement ; that too many take up the occupation for a mere
temporary purpose, and look more at the emoluments of their
short reign in the school-house, than to their success ing giving
instruction. Such tcachers are sometimes scarcely better than
none, and of course are well changed, when a better one can be
found to fill the place. It would be seen in the reports from the
various towns, if they could be spread out on these pages in full,
that where the constant and semi-annual changes have been
allowed, there the schools show deficiencies such as do not appear
in the towns where the same teachers have been retained through
several successive terms. The reasons for this difference can be
easily seen in the fact that the new teacher is like a traveller
landed in a new country. IIe must learn his position, and the
bearings of the different objects. ITe will be compelled to hear
and know something about his predecessors; what their methods
were, and how good or the reverse. He must study his scholars
for a time as diligently as they will study their books. He will
need to learn something of the wishes of the district, the agent,
and the supervising committee, as to the policy to be pursued in
the district and throughout the town. If he succeeds a teacher
who has had ““a hard school,”” he will wish to make it an easier
one; and some time must be expended in bringing order out of
chaos, by correcting had habits, and introducing better modes;
and because he is more or less stringent in his roles and their
enforcement, he will be liable to be made the subject of report by
the scholars at home, where the oft recurring inquiry perhaps in
every family will be “how do you like your teacher?”’ will en-
courage the tongues of the small and large to ‘ tell tales out of
school,”” and at once to begin to neuatralize the hope and .zeal of
the teacher. It would be well if the forbearance to ask children
how they like the teacher was as usual as it is in asking the chil-
dren of a neighbor “ how they like their parents?”’ Much better
will it be to gain the desired information in some other way than
to seek it in the mode which tends at once to array the scholar
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against the master and encourage him to find a reason why the
school is not a good one, so that he may enjoy the pleasures of
absence by its more speedily coming to an end.

Where there is a permanence in the relation, these rude inqui-
ries gradually cease. No reports, or few indeed, are brought
home. The policy of the general superintendence is understood.
The school works well, because none wishes to find a fault, or if
found to speak of it except to the teacher or the committee, and
the aggrieved person seeks to have it corrected in a quiet way.
Whereghis experiment of a permanent teacher with a settled plan
is allowed a fair trial, the peace of the district will ba increased,
as will also the profit of its pupils. The teacher, instead of spend-
ing half a term in amending the errors of a former generation, will
have had time to supersede them by methods of his own. He will
prove his second term to be much better than his first, and his
third than his second, and so onward; as is seen in our High
Schools and academic institutions, where the long term of the
teachers’ service has acquired reputation, because the practised
skill of the leader has had the opportunity to develop itself for the
benefit of the led, and where the experience of each year, added
to the former, gives its added power to instruct and educate.
Classification can be the better secured, before the term is half
ended, and therefore nearly the whole period can be spent in the
actual work of his office. '

The influence of a permanent teacher is seen in the very looks of
the children as they meet him at the redpening of the school.
They do not come anew under his care in doubt as to their path-
way into the fature of their studies. They need not watch his
every action, as if to learn how much or how little to expect from
his care and skill. They start from a point of advancement,
where they stood at the close of the previous session, and though
the vacation, as is not unusual, may have occasioned a loss in the
memory of some of the acquirements, yet a review is made wel-
come by the mutual understanding of the two parties as to its
reasons. The superior knows how to apportion the studies to the
capacities of his charge, and confidence in him stimulates exertion
to gain the knowledge of the boeok, the master’s approval, and
impart happiness at home.

One of the most frequent causes for the change of teachers is to
be found in the long-cherished idea, that there must be a male
teacher for the winter, and a female teacher for the summer. This
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idea doubtless originated in the olden days of our New England
life, when the education of the females had received but little
attention, and when needlework and knitting were deemed indis-
pensable qualifications to be acquired in the school-room, and the
literary attainments of the mistress were not expected to go much
beyond the ability to manage the little pupils in reading, for large
ones were not expected to be present, and hear them read and
spell. But the time came when our ancestors decided that their
daughters should know somewhat more than to be diligent house-
keepers. They determined to elevate them into a fit companion-
ship with their sons; to edacate them up to a certain stage in the
same studies with their brothers, and then to turn their course of
instruction to such branches as were particularly fitted to the
feminine mind. The result has now been reached where their
qualifications are ample for teaching all that can reasonably be
sought for in our Common and in many cases in our High Schools.
Indeed, the only hindrance now in the way of the constant employ-
meunt through the year, comes from the fear that the large boys
will make disturbance from their unwillingness to be “ruled by a
woman.”  The fault then is in the disposition of the large boys;
and this has often been overcome by the gentleness and tact of the
female teacher, combined with ability to give tuition in all the
branches preper for her sphere of labor. There is no difficulty or
even impediment coming from this arrangement in the Normal
- Bchool. This relief comes from the facts that the female teachers
are competent for their position, and the young gentlemen are
ready and solicitous to learn. So teaching and learning go on in
an equal pace.

Tae ProPORTION OF ScHOLARS TO TEACHERS.

It has been an inquiry of much interest and practical value to
ascertain how many pupils can be judiciously appropriated to a
single teacher. There certainly is a number foo small for the proper
stimulus of either the learners or their guides, and insufficient to
balance the payments ordinarily made for the time, acquirements
and skill required in the work. And there is certainly a number
too large for the proper benefit of the pupils, as well as too ex-
haustive of the powers demanded for their proper instruction.
Many questions find their best answers from experience. Here
experience shows that the fitting number must vary, according as
the schools are heterogeneous, classed or graded. Where the

3
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whole number can be placed in one, two or three classes, the power
of the teacher can reach beneficially a larger number than where,
as is not unfrequently the case, the classes are as numerous as the
scholars, and therefore each can receive but a small portion of time
and special instruction.

But taking the various kinds of schools throughout a State, or
several States, we may come to a conclusion which may satisfy the
terms of the inquiry. A careful investigator has examined the sta-
tistics of several States, where the interests of education have re-
ceived a favorable share of attention and support, and has gathered
the following results :

In Ohio there is one teacher to thirty-four pupils; in Pennsylvania,
one teacher to forty-three; in New York, one to thirty four; and
in Massachusetts, one to twenty-five. It may also add interest to
the statement to say that the cost for each pupil in these respec-
tive ratios of attendance is, in Ohio, $4; in Pennsylvania, $3.75;
in New York, $3; and in Massachusettss, $8.

If we were to connect with this statement the opinions of suc-
cessful educators on the same subject, we should probably find that
thirty pupils would be the number which would be selected as the
most profitable for the scholars. As the number diminishes there
is a tendency on the part of the teacher to lose his interest. It is
the same with the classes. The usual sequel is that the time for
the recitation is shortened, and thus the requisite drill is much
diminished, and its benefits proportionably lost. As the scholars
increase beyond the proposed number, the force of the teacher is
spread out over too large a field ; and what was adequate for thirty
becomes weak for forty, and less effectual still when fifty or sixty
and more make their draft on his attention to govern as well as
teach. It is difficult to secure the minds of a class only as each
one is taken individually ; and therefore the larger the class the
less individual occupation of thought can be secured. The current
of a river, when comprised in a fitting channel, turns the mightiest
machinery ; but when spread out between distant shores it flows
in beauty, placidly and slowly, but makes no movement to aid the
mechanism of man’s creation. The cultivation adapted to a small
field will be of little avail, if the same amount of enrichment, seed
and soil be spread over a domain of ten times the size; and the
tilth proper for the latter would stimulate the former to an unhealthy
growth,

Effort should therefore be made, to establish a due proportion
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between the number of scholars and the teacher. Districts should
be arranged with this idea prominently in view. Where they are
large in youthful population, classification should be insisted on ;
or what is better still, the school should be divided into grades.
Then the ability of the teacher will have a free scope. His skill
can be wisely applied, and his work will tell.

Mozrar Epuvcarion.

The design of the State, in the creation of our Common School
system, can never be adequately answered, until the moral educa-
tion of the children connected with its instruction receives a proper
share of attention. We require testimonials to the good moral
character of our teachers; and these testimonials are furnished by
the Committee selected by the towns respectively, a part of whose
duty is to ascertain their fitness in this particular to train their pu-
pils in the knowledge of their duties in society ; and to certify to
this qualification, either from personal knowledge or from evidence
sufficient to give them satisfaction. Such precaution is by no
means needless. For the welfare and the success of the future
citizen may be permanently affected, by the influence of a teacher,
good or bad in character. He may excel in intellectual attain-
ments, and ability and ease in placing his knowledge within the
minds of his scholars. Iis moral qualities will keep company with
his mental powers, and will go out to their damage or profit. The
head and the heart will be. educated together. They should be ed-
ucated aright.

It may be feared that the part of ounr statute on education rela-
ting to this duty, is too much neglected ; not, perhaps, in the gen-
eral propriety of the examples given by teachers, but in the want
of direct teaching in the nature and obligation of moral duties ; not
so much in the needed reproof or severer punishment, when false-
hood or other faults are committed, as the words for winning to
virtue, by describing its value, its beauty and its rewards.

Teachers need encouragement in this branch of their efforts for
the improvement of their charges. They may have the desire, but
lack the courage. They can correct the act of disobedience, but
do not speak of the beauty of obedience with sufficient frequency,
or with such discretion as will keep dullness from their remarks,
and give them an interest to their hearers. The town reports
sometimes speak of the moral training of the schools, while the
mention of the successful training of the intellectual powers com-
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mouly receives alarge share of commendation. Pareunts, too, can-
not withhold their applause when their children gain a good posi-
tion in their class, and carry away from the examination the tokens
of a well-earned approbation for diligence in study, and aptness
at recitation, thongh nothing is added as to their conduct.

It requires but a glance to see the results of this course of
action. The pupil is stimulated, by some at least, of the evils of
ambition to put forth exertion for the attainment of knowledge alone.
His place at school is rarely, perhaps never vacant. IHe learns
every lesson. Ilis words show his scholarship. And now who
can avoid extending to him the offering of praise 7 So he goes on.
The next term shows a repetition of the same disparity, between
the two kinds of caltivation.

The effect upon the teachers is also of the like nature. He will
teach that which yields the quickest and most prolific returns. e
is pleased with praise, as well as his pupils; and this reward comes
sooner aud easier as the sequel to intellectual gain, than to the
~ moral progress, which is slower and not as immediately brilliant,
though best in progress and its end. It was a happy suggestion
in a sheol where prizes were annually distributed, and scholarship
was duly regarded, to give the richest reward to the “* best boy’’;
the one whose general character for study was good, but whose
“conduct’” was better than all the rest. Not unfrequently this
preminm fell to the acceptance of the best scholar ; as well it might.
For good principle, especially when it is the out-growth of religion,
developed in the right behavior, will be sure to strive for excel-
lence in all daties.

If the teacher shows confidence in the good intentions of the
scholars, if he does not charge them with deception till he sees the
actual proofs, and is not suspicious of faults before they appear, he
will secure their confidence in return; especially if by his own
knowledge and skill he cau keep their minds active in their lessons.
Where this kind of treatment prevails, we may expect to see good
government. But as all scholars are not ready to look upon their
teacher as their friend, there will usually be the need of regulations,
which will be more or less exacting, as the scholars fail in their con-
fidence. But where the relations are mutually kind and confiding,
there will come forth the most ease in the discipline and success
in its results.

The teacher, therefore, who wishes to carry into practice all the
qualifications designated in his certificate, will take care of the
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moral as well as the intellectual faculties of his pupils. Both are
to be developed. Both will be developed for good or its opposite ;
and they need training in the right direction, or they will find it in
the wrong. Feeble they may be in early childhood ; but the germs
of strength are there, and as is their culture so will be their
growth. That growth will not be secured by learning the precepts
of duty. They must see the precepts in the living example, and
learn their worth by their own practice. We do not teach them
the rules of arithmetic and grammar and there leave them. We re-
quire the work intimated in the directions; and sometimes even
expect the work to be done from our dictation, before the rule is
presented for their memory to take up and retain.  Sometimes, too,
after having thus tanght them the way, we call upon them to make
a rule for themselves which shall be in agreement with the princi-
ples evolved in our dictation. In modes like these may the teacher
proceed in that department which is better than arithmetic or
grammar. Ife may thos place in the minds of the learners the
great fundamental principles of right and wrong that are to be the
rules of their life, of which maxims and precepts are the useful and
convenient expression.

As instances to illustrate these positions, it is not enough to say
to the school, the destinies of whose members are to be decided,
it may be, by the action of a single teacher, that profanity, false-
hood, theft and calumny are wrong; that they are wicked who
allow them in their own cases, and thereupon compel them to re-
peat the commandments that divinely forbid these pernicious evils.
They must be taught their perils by familiar illustrations, by suitable
parratives, that show their tendency and recompense; and espe-
cially by setting forth the gooduess and the beauty of the opposite
virtues, and alluring them to the practice thereof in the doings of
every day. The approval of the good everywhere, of their parents,
and the Parent of all, should be particularly enforced. Thus the
seeds of goodness that are ready to be overgrown by the seeds of
evil, should be nurtured, and while their growth is yet slow and
tender they should be strengthened by counsel and encouragement,
go that they may grow up with principles whose development will
prepare them to render a good account at the last.

Parents will rejoice in such teaching, coming in as if incidentally,
yet always with a purpose. They wish the preservation of their
offspring from crime and its degradation. Their prayer will be for
the contrary, for uprightness, worth and approbation. Whatever
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pressure of penury or sorrow may come on the fortunes of their
children, they will ask of God to protect them from vice, to guard
them for purity, and aid them to proceed through the temptations
of life in such a path of safety as shall lead them to a world of
peace, to which the grave shall be a welcome door of entrance.

Reanine.

The importance of this branch of education is in no danger of
being over-estimated. In its proper design and employment it be-
comes the inlet to a large portion of our knowledge. Without its
aid many of the most useful if not the most necessary parts of our
mental cultivation would be but most imperfectly attained ; and
books would be silent to mere auditors, if the reader was unable
to make them vocal in the presence of the person or the company,
where the instruction or information might be needed. The soli-
tary student, deprived of eyesight in the midst of a library, would
represent the desiring learner with his volume, where the charac-
ters on the printed pages would give him no intimation of the
thoughts shrouded in their drapery ; and ignorance would remain,
however fervent might be the wish to derive a profit from the
voiceless pages.

It will be easily seen from these observations, that the purpose
therein is to present reading as something more than the simple
pronunciation of words with a certain variation of voice, in accord-
ance with previously prepared rules. All this might be taught, as
indeed it has been, by tables of vocal elements, and marks intima-
ting the up-rising and down-falling of the uttered sounds; or by
taking columns of words as arranged in the spelling-book, affixing
appropriate marks to the selected syllables, and requiring a mechan-
ical process to be pursued, until the regular drill had exercised the
flexibility of the organs of speech long enough to give to the will
a command over the muscles used in speaking, and make them
instantly obey when the eye caught the sign. All this discipline
and other modes like thereto have their use. But neither this nor
the accurate pronunciation of words according to the authority of
the best dictionaries, constitutes reading in its true and most use-
ful sense.

This true and most useful sense requires the taking in of the
meaning of the words as arranged in sentences, paragraphs, pages
and volumes. To this requirement the attention of teachers should
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be directed. They should add thereto the aid of the several graded
series of books, skilfully prepared by the friends of the young, to
promote their progress from the alphabet to the highest depart-
ment of impressive and successful elocution. The teacher’s part
herein consists, not ouly in imprinting the forms of the letters on
the memory, which acquisition had always better be made be-
fore the school-room is entered, and their position in syllables ;
but specially in causing the learner to know what the syllables
mean, if they are separate and have a meaning; and so pro-
need with words, often illustrated in the primers by pictures that
convey the sense to the mind through the eye, as the teacher will
endeavor to do the same through the ear.

In this way the early habit will be formed of wishing to know
what is read. Bach lesson will impart information, at least con-
cerning the use of words; and as the education continues the
higher branches will be pursued with ease and eagerness, because
the learner is prepared to read for himself with understanding ; and
not to pore over words new, long and hard, imparting to his per-
ception no idea better than the signs in algebra to one who opens
a book on that science for the first time. The scholar therefore
should learn to read * with the understanding,’” so that he may
always be gaining mental treasures from the written teachings of
the wise.

But as this art is also designed to be the means of imparting the
knowledge in books to other persons, by making the pages speak
through the lips of one for the benefit of the rest, it becomes im-
portant that he should be able to express the thoughts of the
writer just as he held them in his own mind. The suggestion then
arises as to the necessity of study to be applied to the lesson for
the purpose of acquiring familiarity with the words; to see them
as the clothing of distinet ideas, pertinent to the subject of the
communication ; and then with the voice to use them with such
tones as shall transmit to the hearer the same thought as the
reader has gained, in the belief that he is thus repeating the inten-
tion of the author. Where this is done properly the effect is to
convey to the listener the thought through his ear, with the same
accuracy and impressiveness as if he had learned it by his eye.

It may be questioned whether reading as a vocal culture is re-
ceiving its due share of attention in our schools generally. Possi-
bly time enough may be devoted to the employment in the several
classes in the teacher’s presence. He may ‘“hear the classes
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read.”” He may help the tardy on their way by pronouncing for them
the ‘“ hard words,”” where in most instances, if not in all such, aid
is but little real help and often an injury, by causing the scholar to
believe reading is an easy part of his task, and to feel comfortable
in the persuasion that he has ‘“read ”’ when in the most important
part his leacher has “ read for him.”

The most obvious remedy for this evil is either to send the
scholar to an easier book, which he probably has left too soon,
through the fondness of mistaken parents. For they often consider
an advancement to a new and higher grade of bocks is an assur-
ance that all the benefit has been extracted from the old ones. Or,
to require snch a preparation by study, with short lessons, as shall
give the pupil power to pronounce the words, so that he may the
better learn their meaning, and express it with propriety.

Nor is this previous study to be neglected in the higher attain-
ments of this art, when poetic and dramatic passages are to be
read. Indeed it is well understood by the persons who seek emi-
nence in this relation, that study is essential to success; to gain
not only the right pronunciation of the words, but to learn the nice
shades of meaning intended by arranging those words in sentences
for the expression of thought. The most successful teachers are
those who have studied ¢ well their part,”” and by practice have
secured a complete mastery of the voice, by giving an instant im-
pulse to the muscles whose office it is to make it speak; so that
the perception of the ideas of the author and their utterance shall
be simultaneous, and the one the true representation of the other.
If the teacher has this power, so much more easily will he influence
the scholars He will not be satisfied with ‘‘hearing them read.” He
will ¢ teach” reading, and make the lessons a pleasure as well as
a profit. He will use his own voice in giving the example. He
will not merely speak of the rule and tell how te read, or how to
give an inflexion upward or downward ; but he will read himself
and give the sounds to be caught by imitation. Here as elsewhere,
he will not only tell but do. If he have the spirit of the trae reader,
it will be infused into his pupils. They will learn not to fear the
sound of their own voice, and they will find how to speak the
words of others as if they were their own.
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SPELLING.

The more usual mode for teaching this necessary part of correct
education is by the utterance of the letters and syllables in the pro-
posed word, and collecting the whole in one final expression, and
8o passing individually through the class. It has great merits, or
it would not have lasted so long, though there is somectimes a ten-

dency to surrender a part of its benefits, by omitting the syllabica- .

tion of the words; for the correct enunciation of syllables is as
important as that of the whole word, until perfection is attained.

But in addition to this mode that of writing words from dictation
is often used, and has the triple recommendation of increasing
facility in penmanship, and of seéing as well as hearing the word
given out. Teachers have generally noticed that scholars may spell
correctly with their lips and yet in their compositions spell incor-
rectly with ther pens. IHence comes the need of constant practice
with the pen or with pencil on paper, the slate or the new erasive
tablet, useful because less noisy than the slate; so that the eye
may see the errors and the hand refuse their repetition. The im-
portance of this exercise should be duly estimated : for if the faults
are not corrected in the carlier years of education, they will be
likely to be evils through life. Accuracy in spelling has been
called ““a habit rather than an acquisition.”” Like other habits, it
is confirmed by repeating the acts. Where writing is added to
speaking the forms of the words are the more durably imprinted
on the minds of the learners, and therefore come more perfectly
from the lips and the pen. Memory of forms and details is best in
the first ten or twelve years of life. Memory rather than the judg-
ment is the aid of spelling.

Teachers as well as their scholars should always bear in mind,
that correct pronunciation is a great auxiliary to correct spelling.
Indeed the pupils spell in general according to their perception of
the word given. Their mistakes are thus accounted for. The
best speller has been the best studier. The poorest will be the one
whose thoughts have been but little conversant with his columns,
though the watchfulness of the patient teacher may have compelled
him to fix his eyes where his thoughts should also be. He will
spell as he ordinarily speaks the words, like the boy who wrote
“ Medtrain,” as the name of the sea that separates Europe from
Africa, because he always pronounced it in that singularly abbre-
viated form. Many illustrations of this tendency might be fur-
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nished. Perhaps many persons can find them in their own experi-
ence.

WRITING.

Generally too little time, perhaps often less attention is given to
writing than is demanded by its utility in the affairs of life. The
want herein may be accounted for in part by the fact that many

“schools are of short duration, and many good results are often ex-
pected in too many studies. In graded schools there can be more
time given to it by the teacher, inasmuch as an hour or part of an
hour can be bestowed upon it at regular intervals, when in the ab-
sence of recitations he can go from scholar to scholar, direct the
posture, the mode of holding the pen, by words endeavor to intro-
duce the forms into the minds of the writers, so that they will the
more readily appear on the page of the book. As in spelling, the
scholar whese mind most truly takes the sound of the word,
will most truly give its syllables, so the learner in this branch
will the most speedily gain credit for his penmaunship, who has the
soonest placed the forms of the letters in his mind, whence they
are to come out in imitation on the ruled lines of his book. The
painter succeeds the best who catches the lines and expressions of
the object to be represented, whose memory holds them until the
practised hand transfers his memories to the canvas. And what
is writing but a kind of painting, or rather drawing lines, that, like
pictures, are to recall and preserve thought ?

PrrymaneNt Scroor. Fonp.

The wisdom of setting apart a certain amount of public receipts
from the sale of lauds is sufficiently evident, aud needs not any
argument in its support. As long as the respective towns are
required to raise a proper and specified amount for the maintenance
of Common Schools before any aid can be received from this scurce,
there will be no danger of an undue dependence on the State, as
an excuse for inaction on the part of the people. Where less has
been raised than the law requires, the reason will be found gener-
ally in the sparseness of the population, its comparative inability,
and particularly at the present time in the general increase of tax-
ation, added to high cost of all articles for the necessities and com-
forts of life. To these circumstances may be added the larger per
ceniage on the inhabitant for school purposes, which appears in
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several instances not to have been known, or to have been forgot-
ten. But with all these drawbacks the amount ““raised by taxa-
tion ’” has been on the increase. In 1863 it was $416,630.79; in
1861 it was $426,904.05; in 1865, $469,463.86; in 1866, $4717,-
181.66. This exhibit surely is encouraging, as it shows an addi-
tion from nearly eight to ten thousand dollars annually, and in one
year of more than forty-two thousand five hundred. As the re-
sources of the State shall be more developed under the spirit of
enterprise, which is now apparent in its activities, the amount will
doubtless be greater year by year; and if judiciously applied in
the selection of guod teachers, it will be more than repaid by the
intelligence and prosperity of our inhabitants. For labor guided
by knowledge produces matérial results.

The permauent school fund is designed to be auxiliary to the
taxation; to make it lighter than it would otherwise be. Itis a
pleasure to behold its augmentation from year to year. Thus

In 1860, April 1, it was reported to be $150,767.02
1861, o “ ‘* 154,760.36
1862, “ ¢ “ -
1863, Deec. 30, ¢ ¢ 168,677.22
1864, “ o ¢ 173,492.70
1865, “ i« “ 181,231.64
1866, ¢ ““ “ 214,735.79

At which last amount it will stand on Jan. 1, 1867, having re-
ceived the sum of $33,504.15 from the Land Agent, to be credited
to this fund.

The interest of this fund will be the sum to be apportioned to the
several towns which shall have complied with the condition of the
law, in raisivg an amount for school purposes equivalent to seven-
ty-five cents on each inhabitant. The income for 1866 was $10,-
873.89. The addition accruing from the sale of lands, as above
mentioned, will make it proportionably larger for 1867.

Tue Bavk Tax.

The effect of the act of 1863 remitting one-half ‘of one per cent-
um of the tax, and of the national banking system generally
adopted has been to diminish the income from this source, to be de-
voted to schools. In 1863 it was $79,830. In 1866 it had dimin-
ished, as apportioned, to $7,626.38. It will be a few thousand
dollars less in the appropriation for 1867.
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HicH, INTERMEDIATE AND PriMaRY ScHooLs.

These various kinds of schools must exist in populous towns and
villages, if the educating power is to have ils best opportunity for
the accomplishment of its work. In the way of former days, the
single school in a district was often large, large enough sometimes
to occupy fully the attention of three or even four teachers in the
present better mode of instruction ; and all were placed under the
control of a single mind. It was a hardship to attend to the disci-
pline of the over-crowded school-room. To this was added the
labor of attempting to give to each a share of time and as much

" instruction as that time would allow. But the portion was stinted,
and though there was often commendable improvement made,
because there were pupils who would gain a benefit, notwithstand-
ing the impediments. Yet we cau now see that their profit would
have been the greater, if the number had been divided into sections
according to age and progress, if improved classification had
brought the pursuits more in unison of study, and enabled the
teachers to bestow with equal profit on many, the time which had
before been bestowed on one, or at the most a very few.

Graded schools have been the expedient to bring in the mode in
which the time and skill of the teacher can be most systematically
and therefore most usefully applied. The Primary takes the little
ones and prepares them with thoroughness for the Intermediate or
Grammar department, if these grades are made, as they usually
will be where the numbers are large enough to demand the ar-
rangement. The High School comes in to complete the series and
the work. Where this order is carried onward with true zeal and
faithfulness, and the scholars are allowed to have the advantages
of the whole, there will an education be gained, in its breadth and
accuracy, such as could not be reached in a school where the vari-
ous ages and studies of the large number were brought into one
room with a single instructor.

In places where such a division of labor would be useful, the ob-
jection has arisen that graded schools are a novelty. But if new
there, they are not so elsewhere. In the neighboring State of
Magsachusetts, the principle was recognized and found its place in
legal enactments more than two centuries ago. The application of
the principle has not been dormant, and as the desire for better traiu-
ing has been extended, the plan has come into common use. Inour
own State, there are many towns where it has been introduced;



SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT. 45

and where sound judgment has prevailed in the administration, the
returus have been ample.

It is important that the Primary Schools in this arrangement
should be well cared for. They are the basis of the system. In
them the elements of all subsequent education are to find their
place. Much of the future success depends on the right begin-
ning ; therefore the teachers ought to be selected with care. They
ought not to be such as know merely the lessons to be taught to
their youthful charge ; as the alphabet, spelling, reading, the ele-
ments of arithmetic and geography. They should have a much
wider range so that they may see the bearing of these early lessons
on the whole course to follow. They will thus teach with un-
derstanding. The architect gives the working pattern to shape
the granite block into its proper form, to meet its place in the rising
edifice ; and the well-prepared teacher will direct each part of his
work so as to add its strength and ornament in its proper place
to the mental structure, as it proceeds to its completion. From
the beginning he will look forward to the distant resnlt. He will
fit the material for present use so that it will fulfil its part in future
practice.  The true sound of letters, for instance, will be taught in
childhood, so as to be right in manhood. The outlines of geogra-
phy will be so traced on the memory as to be the framework in
which to place all future acquirements. The difficulties of the fun-
damentul rules of arithmetic will be so illustrated, by one who sees
far into their possible combinations, as to make the study, on
which all numerical calculations depend, easy and inviting, and not
leave them, as is sometimes done, to be a perplexity, making the
study unwelcome. The same remarks might be made as to the
other pursuits in the Primary Schools. The teachers should
know much more thun the beginning of education, so as to point
out the way of excellence to the young traveller, and give him a
weleome entrance to the duties, where with all his trials he will
find abounding pleasure.
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Tue Scmoor REerurxs,

The following summary is taken from the statistics of the towns,
as reduced to counties. Ieretofore items have been added for the

“ aggregate of expenditure for school purposes,”’

able reasons are omitted.

which for suit-

General Summary of the Returns jfor the Year Ending April 1.

1865.
Population of the State in 1860, . . . . 628,300
Extent in square miles, . . . . . 31,766
Valuation of the State in 1860, . . . $164,714,168
Number of towns in the State, . . 466
Number that have made returns, plantations mcluded . 436
Number of children between four and twenty-one years, . 219,060
Number registered in summer schools, . . . 120,149
Average attendance in summer schools, . . . 92,409
Number registered in winter schools, . . . 138,181
Average attendance in winter schools, . . . 99,107
Average attendance for winter and summer, . . . 45,708
Number in winter who did not attend in summer, . . 21,5643
Ratio of attendance to whole number of scholars, . . 44
Average length of summer schools, in weeks, . . 10.1
Average length of winter schools, in weeks, . . . 9.4
Sum of the average for winter and summer, . . . 19.5
Number of school districts in the State, . . . 3,867
Number of parts of districts, . . . . 303
Number of school houses in the State, . . . 3,830
Nuwber reported in good condition, . . . 2,155
Number of school houses built within the last year, . 70
Cost of the same, . . . $42.503
Number of male teachers employed in summer, . . 94
Number of male teachers employed in winter, . . 1,187
Number of female teachers employed in summer, . . 3,883
Number of female teachers employed in winter, . . 2,156
Wages of male teachers per month, besides board, . . $27.76
Wages of female teachers per week, besides board, . . 2.49
Average age of teachers, . . . . 228
School money raised by taxation, . . . :;;169 463.86
Excess above requirement of law, . . . . 27,9144.38
Average amount raised per scholar, . . . . 1.96
Amount of permanent school fund, Dec. 31, . . 181,231.64
Income of same apportioned to schools, . . (1864—10,120.63)
Bank tax apportioned to schools, . . (% 39,386.24)
Amonnt derived from local funds, . . . . 19,469.32
Contributed to prolong public schools, . . . 17,483,256
Am’t paid to private schools, academies, &o., within the State, 38,102.43
Awmount paid for same out of the State, . . . 9,285.75
Paid for repairs, fuel, &e., . . . . . 43,082.10
Average cost of board per week, . . . . 1.95
Estimated amount paid for board, . . . . 158,754.37
Amount paid for school supervision, . . . . 15,539.16

Aggregate expenditure for school purposes, . . . -

1866.

628,300
31,766
$164,714,168
434
212,834
114,893
88,743
123,756
97,897
93,285
20,211

43

9.3

9.1

18.4

3,771

418

3,727
1,999

44
$95,609
78

1,786
3,721
2,034
$28.20
2.54

213
$477,131.66
24,730.45
2.01
214,735.79
10,873.89
7,626.38
13,927.35
16,852.28
35,368.87
5,208.80
12,493.81
2.03
148,660.96
14,852.67
592,598.23



SUMMARY OF STATISTICS BY COUNTIES

TABLE IL.—Showing the number of scholars, attendance, length of schools, number of teachers and wages, districts,
school houses, etc,, etc.
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As it appears that there was in some of
been thought expedient not to report the

money raised.

the towns, an unacquaintance with the Jaw requiring seventy-five cents to be raised for each inhabitant, it has
number of towns raising ‘¢ less than the law requires.”

Six towns and eighteen plantations made no report of
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ABSTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF TOWN COMMITTEES.

The fact, often apparent in the Reports of Town Committees,
that they repeat the history of our Common Schools, as presented
in previous years, only shows that faults continue, notwithstanding
the improvements made, and damage their operation, although they
have been exposed, and cautions suggested against their recur-
rence. If similarity exists in these various annual accounts, it
only proves that the like encouragements and hindrances are found,
the same hopes for the future are entertained, and the like reme-
dies are suggested for the removal of the obstacles to the desired
success. They are not the less valuable, because of this feature;
inasmuch as they thus tend to concentrate attention on the exact
state of the interests of education, and to call the attention of the
public to increased effort to promote their welfare, Where praise
and censure are judiciously distributed by persons, legally, as well
as morally bound to give an accurate description of the matters-
intrusted to their *“ watch and ward,” it may surely be expected
that their declarations will show what has been gained, as well as
what is still needed. From their descriptions, they themselves, if
continued in office, their successors, and parents may be aided, in-
giving the best direction to their future cares and labors for the-
improvement of their charge.

In this way it may be revealed, that books are used not suited
to the age, capacity and stage of improvement of the scholars,
because of the desire to advance to a higher class; as though a
mere position therein would be equal to the knowledge, requisite-
for a proper admission to its privileges. Laxity or rigidness of
discipline may exist, and the evils of either extreme may deprive
the school of at least a part of the benefits expected therefrom.
School-houses may be defective in arrangement and comfort, and
the best teachers may lose much of their power, because the places
are not suited for its proper exercise. Other defects may appear
and should be noted.

4
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Now it will be easy,—and as beneficial as easy, if the sugges-
tions be properly heeded,—to place the mention of these deficien-
cies in the report to be made to the town, and often printed, so
that the facts may reach the parents, and educate them in the
necessities to be supplied, before their children can reap the ad-
vantages, offered in the school-house, by the books, the teacher
and his instruction. There has much good advice been given in
this way. It has been read in the public meetings of the legal
voters, printed and circulated ; and the fact, that it has been too
often neglected in practice, only proves the need of its repetition,
until the reformation has been secured, and our schools come
nearer the fulfilment of the design ever kept in view by the State
in their establishment and support. Very much of the improve-
ment, manifested in late years over the early, has proceeded from
suggestions made by the Committees, and acted on under their
own influence, and by their communication to a wider field through
the aid of the press. This statement is verified by a reference to
the earnestness, with which the works on education are sought;
such as the Reports of Superintendents of Public Instruction, Lec-
tures, Reports of Institutes, Educational Periodicals, and volumes
devoted to the elevation of our Common Schools. Recorded defects
and improvements, hints to be developed in experience, plans that
have effectually reached the proposed object, are thus spread
widely through our land. By the solicitation of the foreign friends
of the cause, they are transferred into European and even East
Indian fields to help forward the interests of education there, by
the imitation of the American system. This system has grown up
in our Common Schools. Thoughts and plans, originated here,
have been reported by the Committees, and may have thus been
sped on their way to spread an influence little dreamed of at the
time of their origination. It is a pleasure thus to aid in their cir-
culation, by making their Reports the means of imparting their
ideas.

A large portion of these Reports relate to matters of local inter-
est; but important to the districts where the commendation and
reproof justly belong. These parts are not necessary in every in-
stance to be given in this connexion. But other portions, present-
ing suggestions, as well as results, are of value, as going into the
common treasury of information on the subject of education.
These papers are often drawn out to a large extent, indicative of
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the faithful attention and earnestness displayed by the friends of
the young, and the supporters of the judicious and faithful teacher.
The extracts are made from the Reports in the order of time when
they were received ; and as the number forwarded to the Superin-
tendent is considerably larger than in the last year, the space to
be occupied in these pages will be in proportion larger.

Maxcaester.—The report speaks of irregularity of attendance as
affecting the final examination in one instance, and the importance
of order in the summer schools, and general prosperity of interests
intrusted to the Committee, who conclude their report with these
suggestions :

¢ In sketching this brief outline of the condition of our schools during the
past municipal year, we have endeavored to give you a fair and impartial
statement. We are happy in being able to say that they have generally been
more profitable than for several past years. ‘The number of successful terms
has been unusually large. Success as well as failure should teach us the im-
portance of securing good and efficient teachers ; and, when secured, we should
encourage and sustain them. So much has been said and written to induce
parents to manifest their interest in schools by frequent visits, that it seems
useless to say more here, but we cannot refrain from again urging' this duty
upon parents. You interest yourselves in the sports and recreations of your
children, and it is well. You thereby heighten their enjoyment and give a
new zest to their happiness. Is it not probable that a similar manifestation
- of interest in their schools and studies would give them increased energy and
zeal ?

Let us not rest satisfied with the improvement of the past, but resolve that
each year shall be one of steady, systematic progress.

Our country, at this eventful period, demands that the covenant of ¢ Univer-
sal Liberty, thrice sealed in blood, shall now be established deep in the virtue
and intelligence of her sons and daughters; and these free schools are the
stones of which its foundation must be builded. Every sentiment of religion
and patriotism bids us foster and cherish this institution bequeathed to us as
a holy trust.””’

School Committée—1. N, Wapsworta, S. D. Ricuarpson, I. W, Hawxkes.

Brewer.—The report is principally occupied with brief sketches
of the various schools, showing their merits and defects, prefixes
the following remarks of a general character :

¢ Qur schools the past year have heen short, owing to the high wages of
teachers and increased expenses generally. Also the new law passed by the
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Legislature in 1865, requiring towns to raise seventy-five cents, instead of
sixty, for each inhabitant, was not known in season to be acted upon by the
town at the last annual meeting, which would have increased the school fund
materially. But the winter schools especially, have been almost without ex-
ception, of a high order ; having been unusually successful in obtaining faith-
ful and accomplished teachers. If our two High Schools were united, the
schools could all be graded more systematically, and as one male teacher would
be sufficient, the money could be much more economically expended, and we
think, more profitably than at present.

We would call the attention of school agents to the new law requiring them
to ¢ return to the Superintending School Committee,” (instead of to the Asses-
sors, as formerly,) ¢ in the month of April, annually, a certified list of the
names and ages of all persons in his district, from four to twenty-one years,
as they existed on the first day of the month,” &. Noticing that the names
and ages as well as the number of scholars are required by law to be obtained.

The success of“the several teachers, and the progress and standing of the
several schools will be briefly stated and this followed by statistics in tabular
form.”

School Committee—GEORGE A. Snxow, Josepn Horvoke, M. P. Nicgrrson.

Grrenwoop.—The Committee open their report with the mention
of the incomplete manner in which they have fulfilled their duty,
and close with the following observations regarding ¢ text-books,”
and the duties of all connected with the schools:

¢« Your Committee feel it their duty to speak once more with regard to text-
books. They believe it would be for the good of both scholars and teachers to
have but one series of text-books used in town, whereas there are at this time
some four or five. Your Committee also hope that you will see their failings,
and in fature try elect men to the office who will be more interested and better
qualified for the great and noble work of assisting the rising generation to
acquire knowledge. Tt is 2 work which should engage all, both old and young,
school teachers, school officers, and parents. Remember, you who have chil-
dren, that more depends upon you thah upon any other person, whether your
children learn or not. Try to procure good teachers and see that your chil-
dren attend school regularly ; for it is of little use to have them go to school
one day and stay at home three. They might just about as well stay at home
all the time.”

School Committee— W ILLARD HERRICK.

Cuersea.—We find here the character of the schools and a judi-
cious description of the needs to be supplied to make their future
better than their past has been:
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¢ Qur schools, as a whole, the past year, have been very satisfactory. Yet
they are far from what they should be, or what the times demand.

There is no interest which has more reasons for enlisting our sympathies,
than that of Common Schools.

This institation, with all its deficiencies, is still one we are too poor to part
with. We must not, we cannot do without our schools. They are the peo-
ple’s colleges, endowed with the rich man’s tax, where the poor man’s child
receives his education free of expense. The Common School is the only hope
of a large majority of the youth of our land ; there, and there only, can they
receive that mental and moral culture, and acquire those rudiments of knowl-
edge which prepare them for an honorable discharge of the duties of Ameri-
can citizens. .

The Common School is the corner stone, the foundation of a free and inde-
pendent government.

In making a few suggestions for future improvement, we shall but reiterate
the recommendations contained in former reports to this town; we, would,
therefore, be brief, confining ourselves to such points as we deem of the great-
est importance.

First— You need good school-houses.

1t seews as if men, who will have good stables for their horses, would also
have good school-houses, comfortable, convenient and attractive. But, in
some of our districts, we find better harns than school-houses.

We would, in the spirit of kindness, respectfully urge upon you to act
immediately, faithfally and harmoniously, in having school-houses to which
young ladies and gentleman can repair with feelings of pleasure, and find
themselves comfortably sitnated while pursuing their studies from day to day.

ccond—You need good teachers.

The notion is too prevalent that our small schools may be confided to the
care of persons of small attainments, who may be hired for small wages. We
think it is evident to the mind of every rational man, if a school is backward,
as small ones are apt to he, greater effort should be made to bring them to a

higher standard. Third rate teachers are much like third rate articles of foed = -

for animals ; they will earry the school through the winter, but the spring
shows them in a poor condition.

Third— You need good agents.

The office of a school agent is no ordinary one. Much depends on a faithful
discharge of his duties and responsibilities. School agents are invested with
authority to employ teachers for their respective districts. This authority
should not be abused by the employment of teachers destitute of the legal
qualifications. Much wisdom and forethought must be experienced by agents
if our schools are to be furnished with teachers who are qualified for their
work, and who may puarsue it without hindrance.

Fourth— You need good parents and guardians.

Tntimately connected with the duty of the agent is another duty which
parents are to consider well. Parents should understand that the teacher,
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when he enterg upon his duties, is vested with that degree of authority which
constitute him governor of the school-room.

The teacher has a right tc govern his scholars and to arrange his studies in
such a manner as to accomplish the greatest amount of good. And when the
affairs of the school are conducted judiciously, parents have no right to inter-
fere. If there be interference by the parents directly, or by their children act-
ing under their permission, to do as they please, great harm must necessarily
arise to the order and progress of the school. There are many who have done
much to increase the usefulness of our schools ; others, regardless of conse-
quences to ghemselves, and to their children, have striven to neutralize every
good influence and to paralize the arm stretched forth for their assistance.

The child that bears not the yoke of obedience in childhood may prove a re-
fractory man through life. IF the exercises of the school-room are to 2o on
prosperously, the teacher must have all the favorable influence which can be
brought to bear upon the scholars. For all insubordination in school, parents
are responsible ; it is the fruit which springs from the seed they sow; or
rather, from the tares which they suffer to be sown, and to grow until they
are compelled to reap the bitter harvest.

Finally, fellow citizens, let there be co-operation in the work ; it is a mat-
ter that concerns all. The interests of the rising generations are your inter-
ests. The children are to fill your places in church and state, and the man-
ner in which they will do it depends upon the kind of education you give
them. You will transmit to them your houses, lands and wealth, and the in-
stitutions of your country ; and will you not see to it that theyare so educated
as to be worthy of you and the rich legacy with which yoa will endow them ?”’

School Commitiee—S. W . Barkrr, Cuaries F. Brancuarp, StepurN Coss.

Corinta.—The Committee report favorably of their schools, and
represent them as ‘ improving amidst all fhe discouraging circum-
stances with which they have to contend.” Two cases—one of
success and one of its want, and the general remarks of the Com-
mittee, are here given:

¢t This was Miss Doe’s first attempt. We were much pleased with the order
of exercises. The teacher’s whole soul seemed to be in her work. At our
first visit the school was progressing well, but as we were not informed of its
close, it was not visited the second time. The order was all we could ask.

It is our opinion, that, because the scholars did not like to sabmit to the
wholesome discipline required, the parents permitted them to absent them-
selves from the school; thus depriving them of a good school taught by a
teacher who ranks among the best.

We would call your attention to a few remarks which to us seem important.
Parents ought to make more efforts in order to have profitable schools.

Those schools where parents are mostly interested generally make the great-
est improvement in learning, and cause the least trouble to teachers. Those
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who think of teaching in this town, both incxperienced and experienced would
do well to prepare themselves in all the branches of learning required by law ;
for the Committee intend to be more rigid in examinations hereafter. The
Committee will try to inform all agents who desire it, of the best teachers
with whom they are acquainted, hoping by this means to establish a hetter
system of teaching throughout the town.

Average wages of female teachers in summer, $2.20 per week.

Average wages of female teachers in winter, $3.20 per week.

Average wages of male teachers in winter, $27.80 per month.”

School Committee—Davip FLETCHER, JR., Isaac R. WortH, CHas. CrEssy.

Smney.—The extended report by the Committee in this town
speaks in detail of the generally successful character of the teach-
ing and order of the schools. The following suggestions will show
their interest and opinions in the matters committed to their care:

¢« The condition of the schools throughout the town during the past year,
has on the whole been quite satisfactory. The cause of education has been
perceptibly advanced. But we should not remain content with present accom-
plishments. The question with us should be, cannot something more be
done? Cannot some evils be corrected whereby better results may be ob-
tained ?

In our opinion more attention should he given to the support of private
schocls.  Bach district should regularly have its private school in operation.
Especially should this be the case in the small districts. Liberality in this
respeet will be abundantly rewarded. The amount of money required by law
to be raised, is small, and only forms a necleus around which we should build.

Schools to be the most profitable should be graded. This system is not gen-
erally practicable throughout the town, but in some districts might be advan-
tageously adopted. The school in No. 8 would be very much benefited by
being graded. 'We would respectfully urge a consideration of this subject by
the district.

To make our schools what they should be, al/ certainly have a duty to per-.
form. But success must depend mainly on the teachers themselves. If the
teacher possesses capacity, tact and energy, he will build up the school in
spite of obstacles. The vocation of teaching imposes great responsibilities,
and requires untiring zeal. We would impress the idea upon all teachers, that
they must labor harder and discharge more faithfully their duties. They
must study continually in order to keep up with the requirements of the times.
Cato said that the first duty of the farmer was to plow ; his second duty to
plow ; his third duty to plow. So we say that the first duty of the teacher is
to study ; the second to study; the third to study.

Your Committee do net recommend at present any change of books, although
we think that, as a general thing too much attention is given to the study of
arithmetic to the exclusion of other important branches.



56 COMMON SCHOOLS.

The history of our country ought to form a part of the studies in every
school. It issadly neglected.

In conclusion, we would enjoin upon all the importance of lending their aid
in correcting evils that arise, and the necessity of being more watchful over
the interests of our schools.”

School Committee—W . E. Brown.

Brunswick.—The morals of the pupils, are here cared for, and
the important, and sometimes neglected duties of reading and
spelling :

¢« The several examinations of the schools, so far as the Committee were
able to give attention to them, were satisfactory. There prevails in them all,
in a good degree, thorough teaching and good discipline. The Committee ex-
press the hope that they may be made more efficient in both these respects.

We cannot refrain from noticing as an example worthy of imitation, the
effort made by the teachers of two of the Primary Schools to sappress the
use of profane and vulgar language by the pupils. All teachers should feel
that the care over their pupils is not confined to the school-room.

The Committee would call attention to a subject which they deem of first
importance in our popular education ; and that is, the exercise of reading and
spelling in school. Our system of free schools at first had for its main object
to teach reading with reference to the general reading of the sacred Scriptures.
It is apt to be the case in our schools, that this branch has fallen into a quite
subordinate place, having given way, more than should be done, to what are
considered higher branches. We do not object to these higher branches; but
we must remember that they are higher, only because attended to at a little
later period ; not because they are more respectable or more useful. Cer-
tainly no slight should be put on reading and spelling. These are funda-
mental branches ; and the result of a course of training in our district sehoools
should be, to send out their pupils good readers and spellers and grammarians ;
8o that every one who has been through these schools may be able to read in-
-telligibly and without blundering a newspaper, or write a letter correctly
spelt and without false grammar. In some of our schools these exercises have
been conducted to the entire satisfaction of the Committee.”

School Committee—A. S. Packarp, L. Townsexp.

SxownecaN.—Copious selections from this extended report will
show the interest taken by the Committee in their schools, and the
Jjudicious course recommended for future gains :

¢ At the beginning of the year the board was divided into Sub-Committees
of one each, and to each was assigned the supervision of certain schools, for
the regular examinations and visiting of which, the Sub-Committees were to
be severally responsible. In addition to this arrangement, it was understood
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that the chairman of the board would endeavor to visit each school in the
town once during each term. As the board had in view in their organization
and course of action in the beginning the most efficient supervision possible,
they have endeavored to keep that object steadily in view through the year, as
feeling that our educational enterprises should participate in the progress of
the age, and be annually somewhat improved in character and in power for
good to the community.
* . * * * * * *

‘We have brought before you now the school districts of the town, and their
operations and experiences for the past year. While we have been desirous to
bestow only praise, we have felt that justice to the interests intrusted to our
supervision demands that we do not hesitate to reprove what appear as faults
or defects. And in addition to this review of the year, we would respectfally
ask the attention of our townsmen to some points of general interest to our
public schools. Among these are

Text-Books. The efficiency of our schools is much impaired by the redun-
dant variety of text-books in use. Classes are necessarily multiplied ; and a
large part of many teachers’s time is consumed in going over the same ground
with pupils who really differ only in following different authors, or in negd-
lessly using books of a different grade. :

Your Committee are aware that they are regarded as having this evil at their
control, they being empowered to prescribe what text-books shall be used.
They are equally aware how futile all efforts in this direction are where par-
ents insist upon providing such books as the child may fancy ; and then de-
mand that the child shall be allowed to use them, under penalty of being
taken away from school. Pupils are often thus furnished with books by the
parent, without consulting even the teacher; and sent to his care with the
understanding that if not allowed to use them they need not go to school.

Under such circumstances the Superintending Committee see before them
only the alternative of enduring the present evil, or of cutting off for a time
at least, a large part of the pupils from the course of public instruction. Con-
sequently they have confined themselves to efforts to prevent any additions to
the worse than usless variety of books already in use, with the single exception
of having authorized the introduction of a new first book in grammar. We
think this evil of sufficient magnitude to warrant some action on the part of

. the town, by a vote in annual meeting. Such a vote would secure a weight
of influence which might enable a Superintending Committee to apply a rem-
edy, and thus save to the parents in the town a heavy annual tax, at the same
time enhancing the value of our public schools.

School- Houses. 1t is very desirable that there should be an increased inter-
est in the looks, convenience and comfort afforded by our school-houses through-
out the town. With a few exceptions no more uninviting structures are seen
than these are. To the eye and mind of persons from abroad, most of them
speak a sad story of the lack of appreciation of the school privileges of our
children. In some cases a few repairs, judiciously made, would be one of the
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best possible investments for a school district, as bespeaking an interest in ed-
ucation which should make the district more desirable as a place of residence,
and as such, should give an increased value to real estate therein.

The surroundings of our children should be thought upon and looked after,
if we wish that they should appreciate our labors for them; and be as men
and women prepared to maintain, and even advance, our own New England
civilization. The surroundings of their school days should be of such charac-
ter therefore, as, at least, to save them from retrogression in things relating to
good taste, tidiness and self respect.

Teachers. During the year the Committee have endeavored to advance the
interests of our schools by advancing slightly the requisite qualifications of
candidates for teaching. In consequence of this, they have been under the
necessity of rejecting some who have previously taught in the town or else-
where, This has been an unpleasant duty, but cannot be avoided if our
schools are to participate in the progress of society and the institutions of our
age. The people have a right to demand that those who would be teachers
shall also he students ; making constant progress, instead of being content to
remain at the point where they were when first able to obtain a certificate of
approval as teachers in some small or backward schools.

Official Irregularities. Much has been done during the past year towards
breaking up the illegal practice of teachers obtaining pay for their services
before or without returning their school registers.

This practice, 50 utterly regardless of the law, has in former times obtained
to an extent which made it nearly impossible for the Committee to make up
the annual returns required by law to be sent to the Secretary of State.
Through the co-operation of the selectmen, the return of the registers for the
past year, has been secured, with a single exception. The law is that no
teacher is ¢ entitled to receive pay for his services until his registers are
properly filled up and signed,” and deposited with the School Committee or
some one designated by them to receive it.

Another irregularity obtains to the extent of almost ignoring the law. It
is the neglect of School Agents to notify, legally and duly, the Superintending
Committee of the commencement and length of each term of school kept in
their several districts. The law requires of each agent that he shall give a
written notice to the Superintending Committee within ten days of the com-
mencement of the term, of the beginning and length of the term, and this
under a penalty of one dollar for every such neglect. During the year about
fifty terms of publie schools have been kept in the town ; but the Committee
have not reccived five lawful notices respecting them. Most frequently the
only notice is a verbal message through a second or third person, that a school

~has been commenced in such a district, and frequently no notice whatever has
been received. This illegal manner of proceeding interferes much with the
examination of the schools, and involves no little trouble and expense, if the
Committee endeavor to perform the dusies of supervising the schools in any
thorough manner.
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It would be for the interest of our schools that district agents should look
into the laws which define their duties, and aim to secure co-operation among
all to whom the management of so important a social interest as our publie
schools is committed.

Many other points are suggested by this retrospect, to which it might not
be unprofitable to turn our minds. Nor can we close without deprecating a
disposition on the part of many parents to interfere with the internal arrange-
ments of schools which they never visit nor hear from except through the
reports of children. Such interference often extends to the classifying of the
scholars, the books used, the daily order of exercises, and the entire details of
the school room. Such criticisms and fault-finding are often indulged in be-
fore the children, and they go to the school room filled with a spirit of insub-
ordination and contempt, which defies all effort at order, co-operation and
harmony in the purposes and labors of the school room. An incaleulable
amount of evil is thus done; and many of the most meritorious efforts of
teachers every way competent, are made utterly futile through parental indis-
cretion, to call it hy no harsher name. We would solicit for our schools the
attention of parents and guardians of our youth. Visit them, and acquaint
yourselves with them as in actual operation. Make acquaintances and friend-
ships with those to whom we commit so much as the training of our children
comprises.

Our age is working out the problem of a higher, nobler civilization than has
bithkerto obtained in national bodies and organizations. The solution of that
problem depends primarily upon the education of the entire people. Parents
and guardians of children, through the machinery of our Common School Sys-
tem, have the work in their own hands. To fail in estimating the trae mag-
nitude and character of the work, is to sow the seeds of igunorance and social
retrogression, which will in future years, pour into the bosoms and lives of
posterity, the terrible national calamities of the past five years, multiplied and
intensified more than seven fold. Ideas and energy are born of education.
Let not the productive powers of the mother be enfeebled by our neglect. The
inhospitable climate and sterile soil of New England, do not forbid us to raise
crops of true and noble men and women from the boys and girls of to-day.
And a patient continuance in the well-doing of educating the entire people,
will surely, in due time, give the crop, prepared to be gathered into the great
store-house of the world’s best riches and noblest, truest life.”

School Committee—G. H. Euprice, O. H. AuLen, B. P. Rzep.

Mapison.—The season of the year has an influence on the char-
acter of a school. An encouraging account is given, and valuable
hints are here suggested:

<« If this school was not profitable, surely it was not the fauls of the teacher.

It was taught in the midst of the mosquito season. The school-house is sur-
rounded by forest trees, and when your Committee visited it he was reminded
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of the building of the walls of Jernsalem by the Jews under Nehemiah, every
one had a book in one hand and a weapon to beat off the biters in the other.
Your Committee would recommend that this school begin before mosquito
time. The school wag as profitable as could be expected under the circum-
stances. N

* * * * * * *

In looking over the results of the past year, we feel that we have cause of
encouragement that it is as well with us as it is. We have had but few fail-
ures, and very many good schools ; and while we have heen obliged to accept
the services of a number of raw recruits, we have also been able to secure a
large proportion of veterans—nine of them having taught two hundred and
twenty-five schools, making an average of twenty-five schools to each teacher.
This fact we deem worthy of special mention.

The teacher occupies an important position, and great care should be ob-
served in his selection. Much importance is attached to the office of School
Agent, and we suggest that districts be careful to chouse only such men as
will act with discretion. A teacher should be able to instruct in the various
branches required by law correctly. If he has not the natural talent he had
better quit the business. One should not labor in this department merely for
the pay ; bat he should love his employment.

With a few practical suggestions to parents we close. ¢As the Common
Schools are the pillars of our liberties and the very essence of our free govern-
ment, it should ever be our duty to keep a watchful care over them and to
encourage them in every way possible.” We should not only have men for
our school officers that are interested in the cause of education, good and ecom-
modious school-houses, competent teachers, and a good supply of books, but
parents should evince their interest still farther by a hearty co-operation with
the teacher in his arduous task. Parents have it in their power to make or
break a school. If they listen with too willing ears to every silly report
brought by children from school, or take exceptions to necessary and whole-
some corrections, justifying the child in his disobedience, the foundation is
being laid for the ruin of both child and school. It is the duty of every citi-
zen to have a personal interest and solicitude in regard to our public schools.
Let us give them our united and constant care and watchfulness.”

School Committee—Joserr WyMaN, 8. 8. Brownson, THos. G. MircHELL.

Prrrsron.—The remarks following the special description of the
schools, relate to their condition, school-houses, and the want of a
deeper interest in the cause of education :

¢¢ The schools in our town the past year have been generally harmonious,
and made, doubtless, their usual advancement. More might have heen done
—more ought to have been done—and it has been reported to the town again
and again, through these yearly avenues, why more practical and embellishing
education is not obtained in the district school-room. The poor old neglected
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school-house in a majority of districts, though so often heretofore reported,
still stands prominent among the reasons that no more (not indeed a little) is
accomplished. We are a generous people, and it seems we have the means—
for we patronize and support onr dancing master—our donations are liberal—
fairs and levees continue to revel in enormous profits—while the ill-conceived
and battered school-house, where the scholar is sent to be moulded for man-
hood and womanhood, where habit is shaped and character is made, still stands
wedded to decay, a monument of neglect. In some districts the proprietors
are inexcusable for the persistent indifference continued in regard to the un-
suitableness of their school-houses. You are missing it, parents, sadly ; and,
if you ever visit them, it seems strange that you do not see it yourselves, and
interest yourselves more in that regard. Make first your school-room what it
ought to be, and it will operate as a powerful incentive to rectitude in and
around it.

We might go on, reporting this want, that need, and still other defections,
as touching our schools in the main, but it would be but a repetition of what
has been reported year after year. Suggestions and recommendations bearing
upon all those who directly take part in the public schools—those who have a
duty to perform and a trust to fulfill—have been heaped up until we deem it
nearly useless to say more. Some are ever interested in their school, and seek
to do all they can to have the appliances of the school-room constantly adjust-
ed and suitable. They are interested for the benefit of the school, guarding and
surrounding it by influences which shall urge and encourage the scholars to
make the wigest use of their advantages. They heed and act by the fall-
fraught saying, ¢ we are training these children in the schools.of to-day for
the responsibilities to which they will be called, as they press onward to the
positions which await them in the fast coming years.”” Others are interested
—often zealously so—but they are so fitful and empiric in their application,
run so eagerly to experiment, it puzzles us not a little to determine what cause
they most subserve. That even, progressive and constantly fed protection,
which carries the school through all vicissitudes and changes, is not ¢their tac-
tice. They act, but act with so much zeal and inconsideration that the re-
lapse leaves them prostrate. We would not arraign their intention, but their
management and course of procedure. Let us not be too hasty to condemn
all that is not precisely in keeping with our own notions, nor too anxious to
experiment to the loss of what we already have. We look from different
standpoints ; and we are not the only perfect ones, though we differ from all
others in our opinions and ideas of school requisites. There are still others
intercsted, but only selfishly so. They have no care or solicitude but for their
own. Selfishly blinded to their own and their children’s faults, they array
themselves in opposition to everything that does not yield to their caprice.
And still there are others who, if they are interested we do not know it, are un-
settled, and we decline to locate them as touching our schools. Parents,
teachers and scholars are enlisted in one and the same service, seeking the
same goal, aiming at the same results; and, in this copartnership, the more
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co-operative the endeavor, the more harmonious the action, the surer and
sooner will be the trinmph.

We should learn to bear and forbear more, instead of frittering away our
energies and wasting our strength in hacking at each other-—fuse interests in-
to one—forge all the small bars of sentiment into one mighty shaft of united
purpose—and then we shall achieve the grand intent of free schools, dispen-
sing universal education.”’

School Committee—W . Bexsauin, A. L. Carr, J. M. CARPENTER.

Sepewick.—The report speaks of the causes that have prevented
the schools from reaching their desired excellence :

¢t The employment from whatever cause, of an unusual number of inexperi-
enced and otherwise inefficient teachers, is certainly the chief cause of their
want of success. It has also appeared to us that, for some reason, less than
the usual degree of interest in securing the regular attendance of pupils, and
the maintenance of discipline, has existed in some parts of the town. That
the former is almost wholly under the control of parents, no one will pretend
to deny; and their aid and influence in securing the latter, the Committee
consider almost indispensable.

And here permit us to say, first, the services of a teacher should be secured,
who cannot merely just pass the ordeal of an examination hy the Committee,
and receive the certificate they reluctantly grant, because they cannot quite
feel justified in withholding it, but one whose acquirements, or previous repu-
tation as a teacher, afford good promise of success; and secondly, he or she
should be sustained by the hearty and active co-operation of the whole com-
nmunity.

It almost seems to be one of the necessary conditions of schoolboy existence,
or, at least, of the existence of many schoolboys, to regard the teacher as a
natural enemy ; and, in the war that naturally results, his position is sufficient-
ly difficult. How much more so, when, as is too often the case, the parents,
either by a culpable indifference, or by open or covert opposition to the schovl,
give aid and comfort to the rebellion !

The ever-recurring subject of poor school-houses has doubtless become dis-
tasteful, while, to use a'phrase, which, if not particularly elegant, is exactly
descriptive of the situation, they are getting no better very fast. We propose
to leave them to speak for themselves. Those who refuse to hear them, will
give little heed to any words of ours.”’

School Committee—R. 8. Core, Wa. H. Sarcent, L. S. Trirr.

Farmoura.—Here attention has been paid to school-houses. The
duties of teachers are specified and agents and parents are urged
to a higher standard of duty :

“We think the schools in this town have been unusually quiet the past year.
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Your Committee have not been called upon to settle any difficulty in any
school during the year, and with one exception we think perfeet harmony has
prevailed.

Our school-houses will compare favorably with any other town in the county,
and we have no hesitation in saying, that we are the banner town in this
respect. This speaks well for the town of Falmouth.

Perhaps one will ask what are the duties of a teacher. We answer, to
make the lessons of the text-book shine before the mind of his pupil ; to make
every page luominous with apt, clear and lueid illustrations. Make it your
business to interest the scholar. When this is done the great object of educa-~
tion is heing accomplished. No teacher can successfully teach a pupil, that
which is not perfectly clear to his own mind. IHis acquaintance with the
various branches taught, should be such that a text-book would be an unneces-
sary aid, to guide him in conducting a recitation. He must feel that the
school-room is his proper field for action, and not a place in which to spend a
few months to obtain the necessary means, to pass him to another profession.
He should delight rather to see the mental powers of his pupils expanding and
becoming active, than to sce the close of the day or the termination of a school
term. Ilis pupil’s good must claim his attention, and from their advancement
must flow his greatest pleasure.

Another important branch is almost lost sight of; this is writing, during
the past year. When teachers have presented themselves for examination, we
have almost jnvariably urged upon them the necessity of making it a part of
his or her business to see to it, that every scholar of sufficient age is provided
with a writing-book, and make writing an every day exercise. At our first
virit we inquire if the scholars have brought in their writing-books, the reply
is, they have not yet, but we expect they will. At the close of the school we
call for the writing-books, the teacher collects some six or eight perhaps, with
some three or four leaves scribbled over, where we ought to see twenty or
thirty books written through, free from blots and serawls, and an improvement
manifest on every succeeding page. Parents, will you not assist your Super-
intending School Committee, the coming year, in trying to have some atten-
tion paid to this important branch ?

Another fault prevalent with teachers, some seem to suppose that they have
a right to recommend and even introduce different kinds of books, into the
schools where they are teaching. Much confusion is caused in this way.
They are committing a gross wrong, and in no case should this be done.
Teachers, do you know that you violate the law, and not only forfeit your
wages, but as much more for every day you teach without your certificate of
approbation?

Agents, you have an important duty to perform. You should not wait for
some one to come along and offer his or her services, but make an effort to
secure able teachers. If we ever expect to raise the standard of our publie
schools, in our opinion, this is the only way to do it.

Parents, the success of our Common Schools depends very much upon the
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faithful performance of our duties. If you wish to promote the cause of edu-
cation, you must be very careful not to introduce politics into your schools.

In choosing your agents, you should select men who have scholars to send
to school. They will, generally speaking, be more anxious to secure the ser-
vices of good teachers than those who have no scholars, and consequently they
will make a greater effort. We think that young men, and those who have
no scholars to send, should not come into the school-meetings and control
them in choosing their agents, and in deciding what time the schools shall
commence, unless they see that the money is being squandered, or that might
is overcoming right, or something of this nature, in which case it would be
proper for them to interfere.

It is almost a universal fault with parents, if the teacher is not precisely
what he or she should be, in every respect, to take their ¢children out of school.
We beg of you not to deceive yourselves, or be deceived in this way. You
are cheating your children out of their honest due. You are cheating them
out of that which prepares them to discharge their duties as parents and citi-
zens and has a tendency to lead them in paths of virtue, to happiness. A far
better way to remedy this defect is to overlook the teacher’s faults, or see the
teacher privately, or call the district together, have the Committee present,
have the matter investigated, and if the good of the school demands it, dis-
charge the teacher and employ another. But in no case, ander no circum-
stances take your children out of school. Parents, as you love your children
do not indulge them in absenting themselves from school, or in disobeying the
rules and regulations. If you wish them to be respectable and uvseful men
and womwen, see to it that they attend our Public Schools, and we wish to
impress upon the minds of parents the necessity of their children being prompt
and punctual in their attendance, as irregularity seriously affects the progress
of any school.”

School Committee—E. H. Srarsirp, K. H. RaMsprLL.

Parermo.—The schools here are not sustained by the amount of
money required by law. School-houses and parents receive ad-
monition : ‘

“In the first place the town don’t raise as much money for the support of
schools, as the law requires, by $229; consequently agents have to hire the
cheapest teachers they can obtain, therefore our schools are not as beneficial
as they might be. We feel constrained to say that there are many things
which ought to be improved. Many of our school-houses fall far short of that
neatness and convenient arrangement which would make them attractive to
either scholar or teacher. Many of them are too cold for sheep pens. Scholars
cannot study when their feet are cold. There is also an indifference with
parents. The record kept by teachers is a witness to this fact. Those schol-
ars who are frequently absent and tardy show most conclusively what regard
their parents have for their education and the welfare of the school. There
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should be a reform in this respect. Parents should encourage their children
and demand of them punctual attendance. They should also visit the schools
and thus stimulate and encourage them. It is indispensable to the highest

“success of any school that the teacher have the cordial and uniform co-opera-

tion of the parents; and when reports unfavorable to teachers reach the ears
of parents from their children, they should not be too hasty in expressing
publicly their opinion. They should visit the schools and see for themselves.
If this were done we should hear less complaining, and our schools would be
much more profitable.”’

School Committee—Hiram WorrtHING, L. A, BowLER.

Levayt.—The chairman speaks among other matters, of the need
of parental aid in securing good Committees, and of the national
benefit of such an education as the Common School is designed to
afford :

¢« Tf the question was asked, what is the greatest hindrance to the success of
our schools, we would answer without hesitation: Want of interest on the
part of parents. We are too careless and indifferent in the choice of school
officers. We sometimes act, in the choice of our Superintending School Com-
mittee, as though it were merely a matter of form, and choose them because
the law compels us to. A few votes are thrown into the ballot-box, the box
is turned, the votes counted, and the result is announced. Whilst in choosing
some of our other town officers, of much less importance, we are sometimes
almost wild with excitement, and every man is deeply interested in the choice.
Is this as it should be? Can we expect that our children will be any more inter-
ested in school than we are in choosing our school officers? If we treat our
schools with indifference, we must expect our children to do the same. If we
would have good schools, let us in the first place choose men to superintend
them who are not only qualified as regards education, but also those who are
deeply interested in their success, men of integrity, uprightness, and decision
of character, men who are willing to do their whole duty, regardless of conse-
quences. Then let them act according to law. Let the teachers understand
that there is a Committee ready to sustain them in all their arduous and re-
sponsible duties. Let the scholars understand that they will be dealt with by
the Committee, according to law, in case of disobedience or improper conduct-
The law we know is good, but we fear that public opinion is not quite up to
the point in this particular.

To our Common Schoolg, we are to look for the development of that en-
lightened and loyal sentiment which shall redeem and disenthrall our nation,
and which will assist in reconstructing and establishing a foundation to our
Jfree republican institutions, that internal commotions or foreign foes, will
never be able to shake or destroy, but will stand, the admiration of the world:
and a blessing to posterity.’’

School Committee—Davip S. FIFIELD.

5
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Moxnsos.—In a well detailed report, like very many others, the
prosperity of the schools is announced, and the following good
advice is given in regard to truaacy, the village school, and better
grading :

“The house of the village school being situated near a public house and a
store, affords an opportunity for those so disposed to slide into these, so that
parents are not always certain whether their boys are in the school-room or
in the former places. These babits being very injurious to the boys, and
prejudieial to the general interests of the school as a whole, we would suggest
that parents may wisely exercise some foresight and precaution in guarding
their children against playing truant in these places. We say thisin regard
to the duty of parents, believing that it is sacredly theirs to care well for their
children, and also with an eye to the good of the boys. It has been said that
an ounce of preventive is better than a pound of cure, and that may hold
good in this case.

Our village has been distinguished for its good order, tranquility and
morality. But from various causes, elements of an adverse character may
arise. The infusion of a reckless spirit in boys from ten to eighteen years of
age, will either quickly or gradually change the order of things. As such a
result is greatly to be deprecated, against such a tendency every good citizen
should guard with a sleepless vigilance. It is desirable that the village echool,
having the privilege of more schooling on account of a larger number of pupils,
and so having a larger amount of money to expend, should rather take the
lead of other schools, and afford them an elevated example of progress, and by
presenting specimens of advanced and earnest scholars, prove an impulse and
incitement to other schools in town. In this view we should do all we can to
elevate and ennoble the village school, for in doing this, we are not overlook-
ing but rather looking at other schools.

It may be an advantage either to remove altogether the present system of
grading from this school, or else to give it such a system as will be definite
and specific, easily and satisfactorily understood, and hence in being carried
out shall leave mo reasonable ground for complaint. That this may be, it
should be a term-grading such as the school, by it size and position, neces-
sarily requires, affording the teacher the opportunity to do justice to those
retained, and giving to all during the year, the largest, and on the whole, the
best amount of school privilege.”’

School Commitiee—H. S. Loring, R. W. EmeRsoN.

GrensurN.—Here fault-finding is vigorously censured, and the
improvement of the schools is ascribed to a determination to secure
improved teachers :

¢« But we are sorry to be obliged to report that there were those in the dis-
trict who took their scholars out of school, both summer and winter, because,



SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT. ' 67

forsooth, the schools were not up to their standard, The idea of fault-find-
ing on the part of parents, we deprecate, and when fault is continually
found upon the slightest pretexts, and sometimes without any assignable
reason, we are inclined to the belief that the blame may, in some degree at
least, be attributed to the fault-finder himself. One would judge from indica-
tions that some in the district did not think very highly of teachers employed
in the past for the instruction of their children, and we may well doubt
whether they think very highly of anybody, except themselves, and they would
not probably think very highly of themselves, were it not for the fact that in
that respect they have no fear of a rival.

Our schools have been of a higher order and very much more successful dur-
ing the past year than for many years previous. In noticing the difference,
we are led to inquire the reason. When the present Committee were chosen,
some two years ago, they determined that no teacher should commence a school
in town unless suitably qualified to teach ; but during last year we were so
beset by a class of incompetent teachers that it seemed hardly possible to make
such selections as would be likely to prove satisfactory, either to the Commit-
tee or the districts employing them. We were under the necessity of refusing
certificates to a number of old and experienced teachers, and of incurring the
censure of many of estimable and well-meaning citizens. But severe as we
were thought to be, we determined the present year to weed considerably
cloger, and in go doing, something more than balf the applicants have been
granted ¢ leave to withdraw.” To the fact of sifting so closely, more than to
any other one thing, do we attribute the success of the past year. We are
aware that by refusing certificates to those who have taught before, and in
some instances several schools, we are apt to be considered by the applicants,
and sometimes hy their friends, as extremely impudent ; yet we are thoroughly
of the opinion that all other means designed to elevate the standard of our
Common Schools will fail, so long as we leave them to the care of incompetent
and inefficient teachers.”

School Committee—W . E. Gisss.

Suarreren.—The report is brief, speaks favorably of most of the
schools, and refers to the report of last year for recommendations
to be carried out in the future.

School Committee—ENoca W, BopweLL, Samuer ALLeN, Avrrep Huir.

Sours Berwick.—The Committee speak with what appears to be
merited plainness on certain faults, and about teachers as follows.
Of one school they say:

« One exceedingly disagreeable habit prevails ; that is the practice of indis-
tinct pronunciation. During the recitations of some of the most advanced
pupils, the utmost attention of both ears and eyes was required to catch sound
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enough for the imagination to translate into what the pupil probably intended
to say. A recitation, listened to with such an expenditure of exertion, is
not a pleasure,—but a pain.

The Grammar School—alas! must the truth be spoken? There was ex-
pended upon this school some $225. The Committee think that sum of money
would bring better fruit, if applied to missionary purposes in Syria, where
teachers are competent and faithful ; parents with some slight concern for the
education of their children ; pupils in a fair state of subordination, and mod-
erately eager to learn. But the law required its disbursement within those
four walls ; so it was spent.

The second term was so brief, and the deportment of the school, twice,
when the Committee visited it, was so little in accordance with ordinary ideas
of decent behavior, that the Committee thought it a reprehensible waste of
time to make the usual closing visit—hence did not. The third term was long
enough. The Committee, at its outset, were encouraged to believe that, at
least, some order would come out of the chaos. Whether any did, they are
unable to say ; the term closing with peremptory haste, without their notice
or knowledge. They have, therefore, no competent evidence upon which to
base any further or more explicit opinion. There are fwo sides to every ques-
tion, and to some, three. The degeneracy of this school, and the plethora of
several neighboring private schools, are sad commentaries upon the manage-
ment of what should be the hest school in town.

Teachers (zo-called) are plenty. Some are good, some arenot. Generically,
there are two classes; permanent and temporary. The first class includes
those who have had experience in teaching and intend to continue it as a pro-
fession ; the second—all others; those who have never taught before,and intend
to never again; those who have never taught before, but intend to never
again if they can find any thing else to do ; those who either have or have not
attempted to teach before, but who ought never to attempt it again. The
school-room is the place for the former class; the plow, the loom, the pulpit,
or the parlor, the place for the latter class. The Public School is the last
place, and the mind of a child the last material, with which either quacks or
adventurers may coarsely experiment, with any degree of propriety or safety.
Plainly, here is the disease of our Public School System. What the remedy ?
Says any one, the Committee can cull over applicants for certificates, and
always, with unerring accuracy, determine their fitness or unfitness? To
believe that is simply silly. A certificate of ¢ good wmoral character’ is so
cheaply had, your Committee confess they have never yet asked for one. A
true estimate of ¢ temper and disposition’ is often the labor of half a life-time ;
and both are so readily suppressed, exaggerated, colored, counterfeited, that
any assumption of accuracy and judgment here, were more than silly. Mere
intellectual qualifications (considering the ready access to text-books a teacher
always has) few applicants lack. ¢ Capacity for government,” with a new
teacher, must always be a problem with no sure means to a solution ; with an
old one sometimes an obscurity. No, here is not the antidote. Without
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presuming to have discovered any i;anacea the Committee are strongly im-
pressed that the great remedy might be found in more nearly adequate com-
pensation for teachers. This would operate beneficially both by securing a
better class of teachers, and by stimulating to better preparation for the du-
ties of a teacher; and by inciting teachers to greater diligence and more hon-
est effort. But the old objection.  We have only so much money, and must
spin out our school to just twelve or thirteen weeks. That objection—knocked
over 80 many times, it can bardly stand long enough to be answered now, is
conclusively answered in two ways: one, raise more money—the other, six
weeks of a thorough, systematic, industrious, competent, conscientious teacher
are worth more than twelve of disorder, idleness and smattering. Without
invidious designation, your Committee only say, they could point out schools
in town, between which has existed all this difference in value, while in cost
they differed not ten per cent. To the Committee’s certain belief, nothing so
daunts the energy, and cripples the usefulness of teachers as the present
utterlyinadequate compensation ; while it tends directly to degrade the high
calling within the reach of the veriest quacks.

If there be any solid truth in the maxim, alike of common law and of com-
mon sense, that the teacher stands ¢ in the place of the parent,” surely his is
no menial occupation. Yet the incontrovertible fact is that, in the busy arena
of American life, whether the field, the shop, or the office, in common, skilled,
or cultivated toil of hand or head, the average compensation is nowhere so
disproportioned to the requisite fitness and untiring industry as in the school-
room. Until this be otherwise, it seems futile to expect much advance toward
that degree of excellence in teachers every one desires, though few really
comprehend.”’

School Committee—ALBERT Goopwin, G. C. YEATON.

OrzrivetoN.—The report shows where the account of the imper-
fection of the schools finds its origin, as is but too often the case,
in parents and agents :

¢t Your Committee are satisfied that many of the schools the past year have
pot been what they should have been. The fault is chargeable alike to agents
and parents. If we would see our schools elevated, all have something to do.
It is impossible for a teacher to profit scholars much who are ahsent from
school a third or half of the time, and for this the parents are wholly respon-
sible. The number of days’ absence for the past year foot up five thousand
five hundred and thirty-eight, equal to eighteen and one-half years’ schooling
for one scholar. Is it policy to raise money for the support of schools and
allow so much of it to be wasted? Agents have much to do in determining
the character of our schools. We are aware this, like most others, is a thank-
less office. It is often argued by agents that it is an office without pay, there-
fore little time can be expended. We would advise that agents devote time
sufficient for the fulfillment of their duties and charge pay, if they must, be-
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lieving money to be saved in the end. Instances have occurred where agents
have largely neglected their duty and have done what was not their duty,
morally or legally. This course of procedure cannot fail to meet the disap-
probation of any peace-loving and law-abiding community. The law plainly
specifies that each agent shall notify in writing of the time of commencement
and close of their school, by whom to be taught, and how long to continue.
But five such notices have been received during the year, and in a large ma-
Jjority of the districts no notice has been given. We are fully of the opinion
that this lawless course of procedure is detrimental to the interest of our schools
and should be corrected.”
School Committee—GEo. E. Crapin, S. Bortom, J. W. PaiLLips.

Wesrport.—No remarks of general interest are connected with
this report of the generally satisfactory result of the schools. In one
district proof was given that a teacher can be successful in the
first attempt : ‘ ’

It was one of her first attempts at teaching, and it was a perfect success.
She respected her scholars and they respected her. She found the school un-
der a very poor discipline; but with perseverance she made great improve-
ment. The Committee visited the school several times during its session, and
found every thing in perfect order.”

School Committee—dJ ames McCOArTY, JR., Z. G. GREENLEA¥.

SroneraM—Requires good agents and a careful selection of teach-
ers:

¢ No officers hold a more responsible station in relation to our schools than
those chosen by the districts to manage their affuirs. It devolves upon them
to hire teachers, to have the particular charge and supervision of the school
in pradential matters, and to notify the Committee of the commencement and
close of each term. Now these all-important duties should not be intrasted
to persons who have neither the will nor the capacity to perform them. Too
much caution, we think, cannot be exercised in the selection of teachers. In
this connection it may be said our agents often fail to diseriminate wisely, or
to obtain the necessary testimony that a little direct inquiry might furnish.”

School Committee—Wn. A. ManNNING.

CrarrotrE—Is encouraged in the fact that the agents had em-
ployed good teachers:

¢ The schools of the past year have been generally successful. The agents
of the several districts have been fortunate in securing the services of good
teachers. Itis desirable, of course, to get experienced teachers, but those who
wish to become teachers must find employment somewhere for the first time.
School Committee—Avery Ricm, J. A. L. Rich.
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Tae Name—Of the town, to which the following suggestive re-
marks were made, was unintentionally omitted by the Committee :

¢ Every school room and its surroundings should be convenient and inviting.
The school-days of children should be such as will inspire ripe years with hap-
Py remembrances. Age feeds on the past. How unfruitful of comfort and
cheer are many of our school-houses! It is believed there has been respecta-
ble improvement of the time and means employed. The great hindrance of
our educational interests is indifference. Children will not ordinarily be inter-
ested in the studies of the schools, unless their parents evince interest in these
things. The indifference of our citizens to educational interests is too plainly
mapifest at oor annual town-meetings. The report of the Superintending
School Committee is often made with great embarrassment. Some have inti-
mated by their appearance, if not with their words, that it was a waste of
time, a service of no importance, If this spirit should prevail, you may write
lchabod upon our history. ¢Thy glory is departed.’

Parents should converse frequently and freely with their children concerning
their proficiency at the schools. Children need encouragement, just such as
every parent can give, if he he is not deaf to the calls of humanity and indif-
ferent to the interests of his children. The real prosperity of our town does
not consist so much in the revenue of our farms as in the virtue and intelli-
gence of our citizens. We need the hand of intelligence to guide in all de-
partments of industry. We need it to form and execute proper and whole-
some laws for our government, and to establish and petpetuate our free
institutions, to know and defend our sacred rights and liberties.

School Committee—C. L. Cary.

Ricemonn.—Here were good schools, the result of a good com-
mon interest. A report from one teacher, and the encouragement
of the Committee are as follows :

¢ The school now is in good shape to put on a grade basis, or, in fact, to
receive any system given them. The discipline has been brought down to a
system, and that system proved itself a success. The old method of excuses
has been abolished. The scholar acknowledges himself to belong exclusively
to the teacher for six hours of the day, without recourse to parents. The
classes under my care have nobly acquitted themselves. All that is needed
is to destroy, by some means, the apathy of the parents, and your school may
be an honor to the profession,—an honor of which its teacher may claim a
portion, bat is obliged to thank his school itself, in a great measure, for his
success. His thanks are respectfully tendered to the Committee for their
prompt support in point of discipline.

The schools for the past year throughout the whole town have advanced in
their grade very rapidly, and a great deal of praise is due to agents, teachers,
parents and pupils who have taken hold and worked together for the common
interest of all,—the promotion of the good cause of public education. We are
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led to believe that more of a public spirit, for the good of said cause, has been
apparent the past year in our town than there has been for many years.
¢ Peace on earth, good will toward all men,” has been the motto acted upon,
and the result is very pleasing indeed. We cannot do too much for the cause,
and let us all join hands in doing what we can. Let us not falter by the way-
side, but gird on the armor, and go marching along. We have had blessings
untold, as a reward for our labors, and if we all continue to act in unison as
in the past, a still greater reward awaits us.”

School Committee—SELpEN F. Junkins, Wu. T. HaLr, Bens. F. TaLLman,

Avcusra.—The report of the village district notices the death of
one of the valued members of the Board of Directors ; speaks of the
need of parents to aid in discipline, and the evils of truancy :

It becomes our sad duty to record again the death of another member of
the Board. Melvin Cunningham, Esq., who was eltcted one of the Board of
Directors at the annual meeting, near the close of the summer vacation, after
a short iliness, was suddenly called away from the scenes of his earthly activi-
ties and duties. He was a good man, honest, sincere and faithful—a valuable
member of the Board, and a pleasant associate. Iis loss to the city and to
the public schools in which he felt a peculiar interest—having had connection

 with them formerly as teacher—can hardly be made up.

Notbing of an, unusual character has called for action during the year.
Few complaints comparatively, of teachers or scholars have been made to us,
and these for the most part were deserving of but little attention. In most
cases the complaints have related to the discipline of the schools. This is a
question of no little magnitude and difficulty. To render the government
kind and parental, and yet sufficiently firm and systematic, is a point it is
often difficult to reach. And in aiming at this object, it is patent that parents
do not sufficiently co-operate with the authorities of the sehool, and their in-
fluence, unwittingly perhaps, is often thrown against good order and implicit
obedience. And on this ground the teacher is often under the necessity of em-
ploying harsher means than would otherwise be required. 1f the measures of
directors and teachers are made the stock of common discussion and animad-
version at home, insubordination at school will be the inevitable result.

On the whole we think the schools have accomplished as much daring the '
year as usually falls to their lot. It is true the careful observer cannot fail to
discover imperfections ; but some of these are unavoidable, while still more
arise from defects in public opinion and a failure to appreciate the value of
harmony. Irregularity of attendance on the part of scholars is an evil which
ought in some way to be remedied. Parents may do much in this direction
by requiring their children to be at school every day during the term, unless
prevented by sickness or some unavoidable providence. Irregular attendance
often works almost fatal injury, not only depriving the scholars of a large
amount of needed instruction and causing them to lose a relish for study, but
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it forms in them a character for irregularity, which will abide with them in
all after life, and most seriously interfere with their prosperity and usefulness.
It is also very evident that there are too many children and youth in our city
who do not attend our public schools at all, but are idling away their time at
the corners of the streets, and in the drinking-shops, and are not only growing
up in ignorance of useful learning, but are becoming adepts in vice, and can-
didates for the poor-house or jail. The tax payers are at the expense of pro-
viding schools for all our youth, with a view not only to properly educate
them, bat especially to prevent those from groWing up in ignorance or immor-
ality who might otherwise be exposed to these evils without a remedy. Ignor-
ance, idleness, poverty and vice, are closely associated.”

School Committee—Sam’t Tircous, Joun Youwne, C. F. Penney, J. B. DyEr.

Saco.—This carefully prepared report gives a compact account
of all the schools. The remarks of general interest are here pre-
sented : ’

¢« Next to christianity we owe more to our free schools—its out-growth,
than to anything else, for the blessings of civil liberty, for our free institu-
tions, and for the intelligence of the people; and the permanency of these
depends on the perpetuity and improvement of our schools.

Every school-room should be furnished with such simple apparatus as will
facilitate instruction. Some of them are sadly deficient, especially our High
School room.

Let competent agents be chosen who will attend to their duties, employing
the right kind of teachers,—the best for the place, and not the cheapest because
they are cheap. Such are the dearest in the end. When they are employed
let every parent co-operate with them. This is indispensable to the largest
success. See that your children are constantly in school. Do not take them
out, or suffer them to remain out, for every trivial excuse. Visit the school
yourselves. .

As you prize your liberty, and the government under which you are pro-
tected, do all you can to perfect and render efficient our school system, and
transmit it unimpaired, nay, improved, as a rich legacy to posterity.”’

Schoo! Committee—J. M. BaiLgy, S. L. Goovbarg, R. L. Bowkrs.

Bererape.—The Committee say they send, for the first time, a
report from their town; and from it are selected the hints to
agents and parents, which are constantly offered because constant-
ly needed:

«“All the wealth hidden in the rich mines of earth is not so valuable to a
nation, as an educated and intelligent people. Should it not, then, be the
duty of every parent, and every friend of education, to pay the strictest atten-
tion to the matters pertaining to the right discipline of the youth of our land ?
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There devolves upon us all a fearful responsibility, if we do not aid to the
extent of our means, those over whom.we have charge. Upon the agent of
the district rests a grave responsibility, especially in the selection of teachers ;
and it should be his aim to select such, as his best judgment plainly tells him
will best advance the interest of education and promote the general welfare of
the distriet. It should be his purpose to act impartially, and not to be infla-
enced by any personal favors and hates, for his position should be one of inde-
pendence, and with an eye single to the best interests of the greatest number.
The agent and the parents of ‘the district should often visit the school, and see
for themselves ; and give the teachers that aid and encouragement which they
8o much need ; for the tiresome task and responsibility that rest upon them is
a momentous one,and they need the smiles and favors of parents to cheer them
onward. We live in an age of progress when all the powers of mankind are
put forth for the advancement of the arts and sciences. New England’s great-
est boast consists in her Common Schools. Shall this town, then, be behind
her sister towns in providing for the rightful training of her own youth?
They are soon to fill the stations in life which we now occapy, and we should
80 mould their minds that we can safely transmit to them the rights and priv-
ileges which we now enjoy and have no fear that they will misuse them.”’

School Cominittee—Giinan J. Pace, Geo. E. Mivor, Geo. S. BLaks.

BrownviLre.—A full review of the labors of the Commitiee is
followed by this conclusion :

¢ Qur schools are not behind those of last year, though somewhat shorter.
Being successful in procuring good teachers in most cases, pheir progress in
general has been remarkably good. The cause of education has materially
advanced, and there has been but little to call forth criticism. It is true that
in some instances, teachers have failed to make their schools as profitable as
they might have been under different circumstances. But it is not always
that the whole fault rests with them. The parents may safely take a part of
the burden. The general supposition is, that a teacher is responsible for what
takes place at school ; but if they are not properly sustained they will be most
likely to fail. As school agents were reminded last year of their duty of keep-
ing things repaired up generally and making the school room attractive as far
as lay in their power, we will simply repeat the caution, and add that in the
selection of teachers, they cannot be too careful, as the greatest attraction in
a school-room i8 ¢ a good teacher.””’

School Committee—Danier. WiLkins, E. A. Nyz.

WesLey.—A brief report presents a gratifying account:

¢ Our schools for the past year, as far as we can judge, have been attended
with success. Our teachers have proved themselves competent both in teach-
ing and in government. Our scholars or the majority of them have studied
hard and improved rapidly.”’

School Committee—EBEN S. HAYWARD.
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CoorEr—Speaks of the state of education within its limits by
an experienced Committee, and its improvement over the past, and
says:

«If every parent in town should be asked, ¢ do you feel interested in the
education of your children?’ the answer of nine out of ten would be, ¢ yes, we
certainly feel interested in their education.” But the parsimony used in rais-
ing just money enough to clear the law and the want of convenient and com-
fortable school rooms, (and there are five school-houses in town not one of
which is in good repair,) and often keeping children- from school for slight
reasons, all go to show that parents are not so deeply interested.as the impor-
tance of the subject requires. There are, however, some worthy exceptions to
the above remarks. The undersigned has been quite well acquainted with our
Common Schools as teacher or Superintendent or both, during the last forty-
five years, and has almost invariably found that the want of interestin the
parents, the want of proper government over their children at home, the want
of a comfortable and convenient school-room, and of good wood, hooks, &e.,
are among the many needs that a teacher has to contend with outside of
himself.””

School Committee—dJ auzs TyLER.

Cuszine.—The Committee speak of their successful employment
of female teachers in winter for the first time, and add some sug-
gestions, designed ‘“to cover the most prominent bad features’ in
the schools of the town :

¢« The several agents were desired to consult the Committee in regard to the
merits of teachers before hiring them.

The attention of parents was called to the irregular attendance of their
children at school. They were charged with being, in a measure, responsible
for this, and the fact pointed out to them that the remedy was, in the same
degree, in their hands,

A union of contiguous districts was recommended, a union so far as to hire
the same teacher for both schools and allow scholars to attend from one district
to the other.

A yprize, of the value of §1, was given by the Committee to the best scholar
in each of the winter schools. It is intended to continue the practice.”

School Committee—R. O. Davis.

Livermore.—The school year has been encouraging, and words of
encouragement are spoken for the future :
¢ The past scliool year has been one of unusual prosperity. We have had

a good corps of teachers; pupils have demeaned themselves honorably, and
commendable acquisitions have been achieved. Not that every teacher, or
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every pupil, or every school, has dove as well as could be desired; yet take
them as a whole, we can speak with pleasure in terms of high commendation,
for what can be more encouraging indications for the future than to observe in
our youth a willing submission to wholesome regulations, and an earnest effort
for the acquisition of knowledge. These two elements form the basis of good
government, of good institutions, and of perfect development, intellectual and
moral.

We would speak a word of encouragement to our youth, that they aspire
to a character noble in- its nature, elevated in its position, and mighty in its
salutary influence ; and also a word of exhortation to parents, that they inter-
est themselves more in the welfare of the young, that they afford to them
every proper stimulus for emulation in the fundamental principles of correet
deportment and sound learning ’

School Committee—E. 8. Fisu, H. W. Brices, Havpen Bicerow.

Dexrer—Presents a compact and energetic report, both in com-
mendation and reproof, more of the former than of the latter, and
closes thus :

¢« We would recommend raising more money, employing better teachers, and
ten times the interest in school now manifested by parents. Peenliar must be
the circumstances of the good teacher who would at this time teach for less
than §3 per week. Aslong as teachers are employed at a less price, poor
teachers will generally be secured.”’

School Committee—B. S. Arry, J. B. ArnowLp.

Kenpuskeae.—We find here a salutary check given to the wish
to enter higher classes, and ‘‘ get through’’ the book, without the
proper improvement :

¢ In the examination of our schools for the past year we have endeavored to
impress upon the minds of our youth the importance of a thorough knowledge
of studies pursued by them, and have urged as their motto, ¢slow and sure.’
The idea seems to possess many scholars to get through the book in thie short-
est possible time. The effect is a mere repetition of words without under-
standing principles; cultivating the memory at the expense of reason. The
man who went through college by going in at one door and out at another, is
a good illustration of their case. Many scholars in getting through a book,
gain but little knowledge of its contents. The selection of text-hooks, which
are of too high grade for the comprehension of the scholars, is a serious evil.
In the case of reading especially, there is a general scramble for the highest
class. The effects are, the teacher’s time is wasted and the scholar makes
little or no progress. The text-hook that is hest adapted to the scholar's
mind is always the best. Parents, as well as children, are often in error on
this point.

N
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Another important idea which we have endeavored to inculcate in the minds
of our scholars is a spirit of self-reliance ; or depending more upon their own
powers of mind and less upon others. In many cases when scholars meet with
difficulties in their lessons, they at once appeal to the teacher for aid, making
but feeble efforts of their own. It has been said, that, ¢ as the twig is bent
the tree is inclined,” and in this case the mistake belongs not to school days
alone, but often to a whole life-time. Qur schools are but nurseries for the
development of future men and women, and when as teachers we attempt to
do the work of our pupils we commit a very serious mistake. The path-
way to knowledge is not easy, and he who would ascend, must struggle long
and patiently. ¢Books and teachers are needed, but all the labor is the
scholar’s.””’

School Committee—CrosBy Crements, C. C. Coix.

Mourr VerNoN.—A report minutely descriptive of the schools,
is followed by one of the leading reasous for an unusual prosperity,
and cautions against evils not thus far noticed :

¢ Qur schools have been unusually successful the past year, owing, in a
measure, to the care of the agents in procuring experienced and efficient teach-
ers. The Committee may be well satisfied that the person presented to them
for examination possesses the requisite literary qualifications, while respecting
others equally essential, they have not the means of judging. Agents should
engage no teacher until they are fully satisfied, by careful inquiry, that the
person has a capacity adapted to manage and govern a school. We think if
this rule is carefully observed, that the number of poor schools in the future
will be greatly diminished.

Among the evils which serve to impair the usefulness of our schools, and to
which we would call your attention, is that of employipg teachers in the dis-
trict in which they live ; as neighborhood jealousies and preferences are quite
eure to find their way into the school room. The practice, also, of scholars
racing about to visit schools in other districts has a very deleterious effect, and
. cannot be too strongly condemned.”’

School Commitiee—TruE FrENCH, James F. Buont, Francis Liyrorp.

Buckrierp.—From remarks connected with the account of the
progress in several districts, these are selected :

¢ Miss
life and interest to her echool. This may be accounted for in part by the in-

is an experienced teacher and has an unnsuval faculty of giving

troduction of some novel exercises, and giving frequently varied and interest-
ing forms to recitation, such as reading in concert, with different degrees of
force; reading or declaiming for the benefit of the whole school.”

Of another school, where the first half passed off pleasantly, the
Committee refer to an oft-mentioned, because oft-existing fault :
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¢ During the remaining half of the term, there has heen considerable fault
found by members of the district. It does not take scholars a great while to
understand this; not nearly as long as it would to learn a difficult lesson.
However faulty the teacher may have been, we think a greater share of fault
rests with parents. * * * To reach the highest attainments of the school-
room, the influence without must be in harmooy with that within.”

WharrneyvitLe.—The schools have improved over the last year.
One was much too large for a single teacher. The High School
had large boys who were more bent on injuring the building, than
in being present in study hours, in a place which they have ren-
dered unfit for the purposes designed, until fully repaired. The
Committee say :

¢« The great obstacle, which must be removed before we can look for any
very rapid progress in our schools, is the indifference of parents. We have
shown how, in the Primary School, the whole year,and in the spring and fall
terms of the High School, about one third of the benefit which should have
been received for the money expended was lost through irregularity in attend-
ance; and this without taking account of those who came in late, or were
dismissed before their classes. Had a correct account of these heen kept, we
are convinced that the loss by irregularities in attendance, would have been at
least two-fifths, and nearly all this must be charged to the neglect of parents.
Then the injuries done to the house must, to a great extent, be charged to the
same account. If parents allow their children to go where they please, with-
out giving any account of themselves, and to pick up their moral education in
the streets and shops of our village, thus substituting ¢ street education’ for
bome education, they will be very likely to acquire habits, and imbibe prinei-
ples, little calculated to promote their progress in the acquisition of useful
knowledge, or to make them very careful of the house provided for their bene-
fit. And, if parents do not restrain their boys from breaking into the school-
house during vacation, or at any time when the house is locked, it is not an
easy thing for teachers, agents, or Committees to preserve the house from de-
struction, It is not expected that houses are to be made strong as prisons,
8o that it shall not be in the power of those who attempt it to break into
them; and ¢ locks,’ it is said, were never designed to keep out rogues, but only
honest men.”’

School Committee—N. BacHELLER, J. L. Bripcuam, O11s GETCHELL.

Fryesure.—Varied success attended the efforts here, from sat-
isfaction to near total failures. Of one, where trouble came from
the larger boys, and of special needs for the future, the Committee
says: )

¢ In regard to the merits of the case I know nothing, but one thing I do
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know, the Committee would never permit in any given case, any set of unruly
boys to dictate terms to the teacher. The question now arises, how can these
successes be made uniform and complete? My answer is this, parents should
teach their children to be prompt and obedient at all times, particularly e
when attending school ; agents should be very careful to secure the services
of competent teachers only; the Committee should he more strict and thor-
ough in their examination and more vigilant in their supervision; the
teacher and the scholar, with the self-same end in view, the attainment for
the scholar of the fullest development and highest culture, should work to-
gether with unflagging zeal and energy ; and all should join in making the
school-room more comfortable, pleasant and attractive.”
School Committee—Henry Hype SuiTH.

.

Deap River—Reports only the statistics of the schools.

GreeNE.—The Committee give a well studied report of their du-
ties and varied success, and call attention to text-books and duties
growing ouat of the school relation :

¢ The text books in our schools are nearly or quite uniform. Where there
is a varicty of books no teacher can give an equal amount of attention, and
no recitation can be made as profitable as when each scholar is provided with
the same work. Parents should be particular that their children are provided
with sunitable hooks and enough of them, as recommended by the Committee.

The responsibilitics of a teacher of youth are greater perhaps than most
teachers areaware of. A good teacher should have a character above reproach.
He should maintain a dignity in the school-room, and out of it, that will
command the love and respect of his pupils. This is too generally neglected
by teachers. 1t is expected that scholars who have arrived at the years of
understanding will make no trouble ; but young scholars will require more or
less correcting for misdemeanors, and the teacher can bring them to order with
little difficulty. Large scholars, who interrupt schools, should be made to
obey the orders, or be expelled. There would be but little trouble with the
teacher and pupils if parents were masters of their children.”

School Committee— ArsioN Prirce, B. G. HiLr.

WirLiamssure—Reports briefly of two schools, one of thirty-three
and the other of forty-nine and a half days; average attendance
24 and 8:

¢“The Superintending School Committee have but little to say concerning
the schools in this town this year, for the reason that the schools are few and
far between.”’

School Committee—~—M. G. PrrMan.
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Pexosscor—Speaks of the benefit of supervision, and parental
visits :

¢« It is an old and we think very ¢rue adage, ‘ what is everybody’s business
I8 nobody’s’; and we are of the opinion that, were the services of the Com-
mittee entirely dispensed with, as some have suggested, it would not be long
before many of our teachers would cease to feel amenable, and a consequent
lack of ambition become apparent in teachers and scholars. Bat, as it is, few
teachers think they can afford to have their schools reported as unprofitable ;
and we find in all schools some scholars who seem stimulated to greater activ-
ity by the thought of ‘examination day.’

It is painful to see school after school pass, in some distriets, without re-
ceiving a single visit from parents in the district. We would that we could
awaken parents to the advantages arising from these visits, not only to the
school, by the encouragement given to the teacher and scholars by this exhi-
bition of their interest in the matter, but to themselves also.’’

School Committee—F. R. Perxins, J. P. Hangy.

Corinva—Suggests how complaints coming from the school-
room may be judiciously met:

¢« If any trouble arises, let the parent proceed to the wesidence of the teacher
and privately state his business, not with the air of a military dictator, but
ay a friend, and then inquire into the trouble ; and if you cannot settle it with
him call on your Committee to come and investigate the affair, and then take
some of your neighbors with you, meet the Committee at the school-room, and
then and there have it decided whether your teacher is fit for his business or
not. If be is not, of course the Committee will remove him ; if he ig, then
stand by him and be his friend. You would find this to be a far better way
than to grumble a teacher out of school.”

School Committce—Mark Parmer, D. C. Lyrorp, J. H. Sawyer.

Yorx—The Committee speak of the benefits of good school-
houses and punctual attendance :

¢« Your Committee, in closing this report of the schools, would remark, that
their standing as exhibited in examinations, compares favorably with that of
previous years. We regret, however, to be obliged to admit that their effi-
ciency and usefulness are not what they might be, and consequently should
be. tvery district should have an attractive and commodious school-room.
In many of the districts this desideratum is possessed; but in scveral the
scholars are crowded into unsightly, untidy and comfortless buildings, mere
ruinous mementoes of former generations. We trust the time will speedily
come when such langnage in relation to any building used for educational
purposes in our town, will be libellous. But suitable school-rooms, appropri-
ate books, pecuniary appropriations, and efficient and faithful teachers, though
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necessary, do not alone constitute schools. The children must be there, punec-
tually at the time, regularly as each day comes, if we would see our schools
taking that rank they might and ought to attain, and the youth of our com-
munity reaping the full benefits of the Common School system. |

These benefits are the birthright of every individual, and that parent or
guardian who deprives his child or ward of them, or permits it to be done,
does or permits an incalculable wrong to the child, to the community, to the
country.”’

School Committee—W . Junkins, Cuas. C. BarreLr, I. P. Moobny.

SeBEC.—An extract from this brief report gives the improvement
of the schools :

¢ In the schools visited by me I found generally a satisfactory degree of im-
provement, and the teachers manifesting a commendable zeal and anxiety for
the advancement of their pupils. I have heard of no difficulties or misunder-
standings between the teachers and pupils, and believe that harmony and
friendly feeling have existed between them.”

School Committee—d. SamsoN, Wu. WASHBURN.

Exrierp—Concludes a brief report as follows :

“ We think, take the schools together, they have averaged as good as for
several years past. Bat still we think there is a lack of interest both on the
part of parents and scholars to improve the privilege of what schools we have.
Many of ouar schools appear to fall off in numbers in the latter part of the
term, and thercfore many lose much of the benefit that might otherwise be
gained.”

School Committee—Joun TreaT, S. 8. McKENNEY.

WinterporT—Details the generally good condition of the schools,
but adds nothing of general interest. In the High School

4 The usual amount of mischief was done, injuring the school-house, de--
stroying school books, breaking chairs, ete.”

Norra Berwick.—In the absence of an annual report the present
Committee have sent the following:

¢« We are pleased to say that our district meetings, for the choice of school
officers the present school year, have been better attended than in former
years, and that in our opinion the people generally begin to realize some-
thing of the importance of electing men for agents who will do their whole
duty not only with an eye single to the law, but for the greatest good of the
largest number. We confidently believe there is an increasing disposition
amongst the parents and guardians of children and youth, in this town, to
co-operate with their agents in securing the services of such teachers as are

6
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adequate to the task laid upon them when they take the charge of teachers in
our Common Schools. In short, we do not hesitate to say that there isa
gradual and manifest change for the better in relation to the education of
children with us.”

School Committee—Gro. D. Starres, Wu. Quint, JouN C. HayNEs.

Mixor.—The fullness of this report shows that the authors are
much interested in the duties of their office. Only a small part can
be given :

¢+ The Common School interest, in our view, is the most important one in
town affairs, and demands careful consideration, and a liberal appropriation
of means to have it served by trustworthy and competent hands. It will be
noticed in our sketch of the different schools, that as nearly as we could judge,
the great difference in their progress and usefulness was owing to the degree
they had enjoyed, or been deprived of, the active good will and sympathy of
rarents. We fully believe this to be so, from our observations and inquiries
in the various schools, and from our unforgotten experience as school teachers
ourselves. Parents should generally observe a few simple rules with their
children in relation to the school, such as seeing they are seasonably and suit-
ably supplied with school books ; that they attend punctually and regularly,
and no truancy winked at; that some home interest is shown in the studies
and progress made at school ; an occasional visit to the school-room itself; to
encourage both teacher and pupils in well doing. A few such just and plain
duties generally performed would put a new and brighter face on many of
our schools. We find by the school registers the aggregate days of absence
from school to be pearly 25 per cent. of the whole time. A great and mostly,
unnecessary waste of valuable privilege. The school-houses generally are in
good condition.”

School Committee—S. H. Brickerr, A. MerriLL, W. H. FosTER.

Paris.—The employment of female teachers and the commenda-
tion of the ““ Normal School’’ are worthy of special attention :

¢ We have felt gratified that during the past year so many of the smaller
schools in town have employed female teachers, and we believe that many
more may be employed in winter as well as summer, to the advantage of all
concerned. Our experience the past year shows that far more troubles on
account of the government, have occurred in schools taught by males, than
females, although there have been twenty-six females employed, and only
fifteen males in the schools. :

We regret that so few of those who seek employment as teachers, have
availed themselves of the benefits of the ¢ Normal School,” now in successful
operation at Farmington. And at no distant day we confidently hope that
a thorough course of instruction at a school of this kind will be deemed a
necessary qualification before teachers can obtain employment. This would
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‘be, it seems to us, the most expeditious way of bringing its benefits to bear
upon our public schools.

It is earnestly hoped that all females especially, who intend to pursue
teaching as a regular employment, will at once place themselves under the
training influence of our ¢ Normal Schools,” that the various qualities which
are to be comprised in teaching and governing, may receive their proper devel-
opment.

Itis a fact that cannot he denied, that from Maine to Kansas, fenale
teachers have been year after year displacing the males, and yet it is also
true that our public schools have been constantly growing better. Why
should we then hesitate to employ in all our schools those females who have
properly qualified themselves for their high vocation ? !

School Committee—T. Herszy, S. Benson, J. S, Hosss.

Princeron—Sends mostly statistics, but does not encourage the
employment of female teachers in winter schools, and adds:

¢ The influence of parents is much needed. They do not give interest
enough to encourage their teachers and scholars.” Their influence is rather
against their success, than in favor. Yet they do not always consider it so0.”

School Committee—H. A. SPraGUE, Gro. M. B. SprAGUE.

Brooks.—Returns statistics only. .
School Committee—dJ. W. Laxe, W. N. Roperrs, A. Davis.

WestrizLp Pr.—Gives a good report of one school, where the
number of pupils was thirteen.
School Committee—L. A. BLAISDELL.

Pownar—Is favorably reported. One school of siz pupils, and
an average of four, shows how small a district school of twelve
weeks can be. Home teachers were employed successfully in one
district :

¢ One agent engaged his teachers both for summer and winter schools, in
his own district ; yet but few schools in town have improved so much during
the past year. Can we not learn from this that it is better to employ our
teachers of good reputation, living in town, than strangers with whose char-
acter and acquirements we are little acquainted ?”’

School Committee—Jony R. Suits, Jorn T. LAWRENCE.

Curron—Reports statistics, with the one remark that the em-
ployment of female teachers in winter schools has been * satisfac-
tory.”
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MoxtviLLe.—The report speaks of irregular attendance, and pa-
rental neglect, yet gives encouragement :

«« We have succeeded well. Our schools as a whole, will rank a little above
the few past years. Agents in most cages have been quite successful in select-
ing teachers, and I think we should be careful and select those men for agents
who feel the most interested in our schools, and we have made it a point in
the examination of teachers to see that they possess a good moral character,
something, which we consider almost indispensable to a good school. We
think we feel warranted to say that the interest is increasing in the schools
in this town, and if it increases for a year or two as it has for the past year,
we shall rank among the very first class.”

School Commitiee—G. W. Norton, H. M. Howarp, Oramer MURRAY.

EpceconB.—The Committee speak of the success as good, admon-
ish agents of their unfulfilled duties, and urge parental interest and
action thus:

¢ We would say to parents, the success of our schools depend very much
upon you. Your co-operation with the teachers is indispensable in order that
they may do their part profitably. You should visit your schools as often as
twice during each term, to speak a word of counsel and encouragement to
teacher and scholars. You should sympathize with the good teacher in all

is trials, as well as in his endeavors to raise our schools to a more elevated '

standard. You should see that your children are in attendance constantly ;
for regularity on the part of scholars serves to sustain a healthy and successful
interest. Let us all address ourselves to the work of elevating our schools,
and we shall soon see them advance in the scale of improvement.”’

School Commiitee—O. Baxer, J. C. Warp.

Harrison.—The Committee present a discriminating report of
success and little failure, and among other suggestions write thus
respecting school-houses and teachers :

¢ Many of our school-houses are a shame and disgrace to the town. It may
be said, ¢ they are the same in which we acquired our education, or are as
good ;’ but this argument, if indeed it may be called an argument, does not
meet the case. In our dwelling houses, farming and mechanical tools, our
carriages, and even our stables, we avail ourselves of all the improvements of
the times. No one can be found using the iron pitch fork, wooden plow or
pod auger of olden time. The man, no matter what his calling or trade, who
discards the improvements of the times must go under. He cannot succeed.
The same applies to our schools. In order to attain to a high standard of
excellence we must have also good teachers. There is a class of teachers in
the market, without the least love for, or devotion to the occupation, and who
feel no real interest in the welfare of our children and youth. They resort to
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school keeping because they deem it respectable, or because they are good for
nothing else—no matter what the motive. 'They have not the qualifications,
not the love, the enthusiasm for teaching, requisite for success. Such a class
is in the market ; they come from other towns where they have been rejected ;
they apply for our schools, and school agents need to be on their guard as they
may employ them.”

School Committee—ORrIN BarTLETT, S. LotoN WEston, Davip Frosr.

Drew pr.—No school here, except one in progress not visited.
The Committee earnestly call the inhabitants to the duty of edu-
cating their children :

“Your Committee feel it a duty incumbent on them, briefly to call the at-
tention of the plantation to the lamentable fact that there seems to be but very
little interest manifested on the part of parents in the educatioual interests of
the plantation, and the best interests of their children. No one will deny
that education serves to foster, nourish and strenthen all the ennobling qual-
ities of man, while ignorance is truly the parent of vice. We hope parents
will see to it that good teachers and a good supply of the most improved text-
books for the use of scholars be furnished our respective districts the coming
summer. And that they will not feel, as is too often the case, that sending
their scholars to school is a waste of time and money.”

School Committee—ALvaN Lravirr, Aumon Leavirr, E. P. Woop.

GREENBUSH.—Some success here against many hardships; as is
thus stated :

¢ All schools in town, with two exceptions, are very small and backward,
most of them short of books. A large portion of the parents seem to take but
little interest in the schools or their advancement; another portion of them
seem disposed to control the schools after appointing a Committee and em-
ploying teachers for the purpose. Agents generally are very negligent in
notifying the Committee of the commencement of schools and returning the
number of scholars. School-houses, with three exceptions, mere shanties.
The Committee is decidedly in favor of employing female teachers for all
gchools in town.”’

School Committee—Cyrus Spracug, J. C. Scorr.

W asmNeroN.—The following remarks are taken from the conclu-
sion of another careful and detailed report:

“A growing demand for instractors of higher qualifications, and increased
attendance of pupils, and a more enthusiastic support of all engaged, are
characteristics that ought to be cultivated by every lover of a freeand enlight-
ened country. Our Common Schools, the crowning glory of' our iostitutivns,
founded in the infancy of our political existence, so beneficent in their designs
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and results, call loudly for united action by every individual. It should be
remembered how fandamental are these interests and how incomparable is the
difference between an enlightened public and the uncertain whims of ignor-
ance. Let the beauty and potency of knowledge come to the laborer in cvery
department of human industry. Educate the rising generation, on which the
destinies of our church and State are scon to depend. Teach them that the
public school is the birthplace of knowledge and the keystone to wisdom and
truth. Let them be furnished with power to fulfill its noble mission. Let
parents provide their children with every necded help to imbue them with
correct views of study and duty; throw around and into the school their
warmest support, and in every manner cheer the youthful mind along the
rugged paths to science. And, too, let the teacher consider well the nature
of his noble vocation, that he deals with the tender mind of youth ; that he
will make lasting impressions thereon ; that he moulds for the best or other-
wise ; and as much as the immortal mind excels organized matter, so much of
all workmen should he excel in high culture, sound judgment and Christian
philanthropy. And finally, let school officers guard well the public school ;
keep it true to the purposes of its creation, and ever exercise that courage
which insists upon well-informed and right-minded teachers.

School Committce—E. S. Youna, L. M. SrarLgs.

AxpovEr.—The Committee mention the presence of parents at
some of the schools, recommend shade trees on the play grounds,
and conclude an interesting report with this recommendation :

¢ Various subjects of importance to our schools suggest themselves for dis-
cussion. But we pass them all by with the recommendation that in future
this annual report of your School Committee may be printed and furnished to
every family and teacher in town ; and when this is done your Committee will
have some encouragement to point out some of the evils attending our Com-
mon schools, and hopeflully point ont means of improvement. We would not
venture this suggestion did we not see much to be done to make them more
useful, to interest parents and teachers in their welfare, and to bring them up
to the high standard merited by this, one of our wisest and best institutions.”

School Committee—Lucien InNcarLs, C. F. Poor, Axos M. Jorpan.

BuxroNn—Sends a full report, and administers sound advice on
several points, one example of which is here annexed :

¢« There are some districts which furnish very poor accommodation for their
scholars. The houses in districts Nos. 8, 13 and 15 are dilapidated, and are
disgraceful to the town. It cannot reasonably be expected that children will
take much interest in a school, kept in a tumble-down, rickety, old house,
without paint, without plastering, with paneless sash and panelless doors.
Such a house is an indication of the decay of learning in the district. Taking
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the house as an index of the state of the public mind, we say of it in the lan-
guage of the old couplet : _

“Thy destiny we can descry )

In the stones and clubs of the passer-by.”

There has been complaint from one or two districts, that the house has been
wilfully and maliciously damaged, by the breaking of glass, destruction of
benches, smashing of doors, and the like. A good house would not meet with
such abuse. There is an inherent disposition in hoys to express their con-
tempt for an ill-conditioned school-house by assisting time in its work of
destruction. Every school-house ought to be well furnished and well painted,
then it will be well kept. With this essential requisite, there need he no
difficulty in preserving a school-house from ill usage, for the public sentiment
of the community will be sufficient to restrain any evil disposed or heedless
seholar from depredation.”

School Committee—S. S. MiLLikeN, G. W. Howg, G. W. Harmon.

Harrrorp.—Some disagreement among the School Committee
seems to have occasioned an incomplete report. One of the num-
ber speaks favorably of most of the schools in his division of the
labor, and also says:

¢« The Committee should pay some regard to their oath, when called upon
to act in an official capacity. IFriends or foes, rich or poor, great or small,
should never be known when called upon to decide a point of law. The
agents under my supervision have done their duty by notifying me of the com-
mencement and close of their schools. All have been visited twice. Each
district should act for the future good of their children. Then taking turns
for that important post will be done away. Kach member of the district
should ask the question, What power do we place in the hands of the agent?
Is it the power to bind us and our children for one year to his judgment as to
what kind of teacher we shall have? If profanity or intemperance causes him
to be looked upon with disgust by every good citizen, is it not to be noticed
because he keeps good order in the school-room? Then such a person should
never be trusted with the agent’s office, if it #s his turn, or he'is the most
wealthy person in the district. When each district shall act for the mental
good of the rising generation, then the common town schools will be the great
nurseries from which our High Schools and Colleges shall receive good and
thrifty plants. Then will the fruit be seen from that seed which is so often
wrung in the shape of taxes from the parent, when he knows it is worse than
lost. Then will the duty of the Committee and teacher be a pleasure instead
of an unthankful task which now so often is experienced.”

WiLniay BicKNELL.
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Searsyont—Has met with much success. The careful report
8ays :

« It is worthy of remark that eight of the teachers employed in the sum-
mer schools, and seven employed in the winter, were residents of the town.
It is gratifying to see this manifestation of home talents. We are pleased to
gee our young teachers ambitious to justly secure a reputation at home. We
sincerely encourage this laudable ambition. The engaging of female teachers,
to instruct in the winter schools, has, in a majority of cases, proved success-
ful. It may be safely practised in the future, but with the exercise of much
caution and discretion. Regard should be paid to the size of the school, the
disposition of the scholars, and the amount of money to be expended.

Your Committee would also express the hope that the town will soon be
enabled to increase the amount appropriated to the school fund. We are
aware it will be urged that the present is not a proper time to advocate greater
liberality in our expenditures, burdened as we are already with the necessary
war debt. It should, however, be borne in mind that ¢ taxes for education are
like vapors which rise only to descend again to heautify and fertilize the
earth.””’

School Commiitee—A. J. DonneLL, C. M. Barstow, W. L. Brown. ,

Canton.—Female teachers and parents are thus noticed :

¢« The standard of male teachers has fallen below what it was in 1860 and
previous ; while that of females has remained the same, or perhaps improved.
Hence the result in this town has been attended with satisfactory results.
There is some interest in certain localities manifested by parents in favor of
the success of schools. In other localities parents talk interested, but do not
understand how to feel 80, and do more hurt than good.”

School Committee—ALBION THORNE, ANSEL G. STaPLES, CARLTON PARKER.

LowerL—Statistics, and the introduction of a uniform system of
text-books :

School Commitiee—E. G. WaxkerieLp, O. H. WAaKEFIELD.

G arpiNEr.—Several suggestions of great utility follow the ac-
count of the different schools :

¢ Your Committee are happy to be able to report a successful school year.
There has been no insubordination, and almost universally good order has
been maintained.

Some of the scholars, and parents also, have expressed dissatisfaction, and
in a few instances children have been taken out of school on account of disaf-
fection ; but such cases have long been a source of trouble, both to teachers
and Committees, and doubtless will continue so to be until the good time
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cometh, spoken of in the Scriptures, when ¢ the lion and the lamb shall lie
down together.’

Many parents complain of the course of study pursued in the High School,
because, since it is designed for regular gradation of classes, during four years,
those scholars who are absent for a single term, must necessarily fall behind
their class ; and others;, who wish to attend school only a few terms, cannot
have the advantage which a mixed school affords, of studying what they wish.
There is some force in the objection, but since the great majority of pupils
follow the progressive course, the objection is far outweighed ; yet the Com-
mittee have endeavored to obviate the difficulty in part, by granting a choice
of studies to those who cannot devote the four years, and will accommodate
themselves to the regular classes.

Lowest in rank, yet first in importance are the Primary Schools. Here the
first intellectual seed is sown ; the key to the great store-house of knowledge
is given, and the foundation laid for a future education. It is necessary that
experienced teachers be employed for this important trust. In this respect
we have been very fortunate this year. All have known their duty and have
endeavored faithfully to perform it. In two or three instances there has been
a little laxity in discipline, but as a whole, these schools bave been a success.

Education is not a work of to-day, but for all time, and demands the united
efforts of all. He who plants a tree by the wayside may not live to enjoy its
beauty, but the tree may spread its branches, and furnish its refreshing shade
to thousands of weary, way-worn travellers. So, they who furnish the oppor-
tunites to the young of rearing in themselves enlightened intellects and an
ennobling manhood, may never see the full fruition of their hopes; but their
influences will live forever, and spread through all the avenues of life, till all
mankind shall be bencfited thereby.

Truth, honor, justice, our duty to our fellow-men and to God, are urging us
on in this work of educating the young, and of training a generation of en-
lightened and truc-hearted men and women. Let us heed these promptings,

_that our ¢ children may rise up and call us blessed.” >’

School Committee—dJ. M. Larraseg, T. HiLprETH.

Cavats.-—The Committee speak of schools generally good, and
show why they are not better:

“Qur public schools suffer from several causes. One is, that so many of
the scholars are taken out of the publie schools and put into private schools.
We are free to say that wherever it becomes somewhat common for the chil-
dren to be put under private instruction there it will be impossible for the
public schools to maintain a very high rank. Another cause is the general
want of interest on the part of the public. It is now a rare thing for the citi-
zens to attend our school examinations. Again and again bas the principal
of our High School given public notice of examinations, without their being
attended by scarcely any except the Committee ; and this neglect is increasing
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every year. We cannot maintain any high degree of enthusiasm among the

teachers and pupils unless the people show an interest. Another is the diffi-

culty of obtaining teachers, who thoroughly understand their business. No

doubt our teachers do as well as any others of the same advantages ; but none

of them, so far as we know, have ever attended a Normal School. We ought
_to encourage them to go and spend a year or more at these. schools. We
. ought to encourage those who expect to teach to avail themselves first of this
auxiliary. They would obtain many new ideas, which would soon appear in
the great improvement of our schools.”

School Committee—S. H. KerLer, H. V. DEXTER

Eppivgron—Here in a brief report is found the, by no means,
unusual causes of the want of a teacher’s success:

“ The order was very good, and a course of instruction was adopted which
was thorough and systematic. We saw no reason either on the part of the
teacher or scholars why the school should be discontinued. We still think
the teacher would have had no trouble had bhere been none outside of the
school.

In closing we will remark, that one of the greatest hindrances to the pros-
perity of our schools is to be found in the lack of interest, or in thoughtless-
ness on the part of many parents, in allowing their children to absent them-
selves from school for mere trivial reasons. In order to receive anything like
the fall berefit of the instruction, punctual attendance is absolutely neces-
sary.”’

Rosainston.—Statistics, with the following answers to ques-
tions :

¢ We think it would be a decided advantage to have male teachers in win-
ter. Parents generally intercst themselves in favor of the schools.”

School Commitiee—Ricuarp V. Hayprn, Warter S, Vosz.

CrerryFIELD—Speaks wisely of grading schools by qualifications,
and not by age, and shows by a comparison of two schools, how
much benefit was secured by parental visiting :

“ We bave thus given you a general knowledge of the standing of the sev-
eral schools the past year, the improvements in which, with few exceptions,
have been very fair. Yet we feel that we ought not to close this report with-
out calling your attention to what we believe to be some very serious hin-
drances to a more rapid improvement. The first is that of grading by age.
So long as this system is continued, we must, from the very nature of the
case, continue to have comparatively poor schools. Teachers may compare
qualification of scholars, and arrange classes as they may, and yet after much
labor and time having been spent, they find to their sorrow too many classes,
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and too many membhers of the same class, differing in qualifications to warrant
a good improvement. Change this system to that of grading by qualification,
and the benefits would be incalculable. This change will incite in the scholar
more studious habits, so that he may the sooner be admitted to a school of a
higher grade, while at the same time, it will create an increased interest on
the part of parents.

Another, and a more serious hindrance in our opinion, is a want of interest
on the part of parents. This we believe underlies, and is the foundation of
all the obstacles to a more rapid improvement in our Common Schools. In
proving this we know of no better method than that of comparison. Take for
instance, the spring term of the Intermediate Schools in union districts Nos.
land 2. No. 1 had a teacher well educated, having a good faculty for im-
parting instruction and well qualified in every particalar, except a partial lack
in governing. No. 2 had a teacher having no better qualifications, except it
might be in government. No. 1 had not the assistance of interested* parents
generally. No. 2 was visited by parents a number of times during the term,
and it was very evident there was a gencral interest, and of course there was
a corresponding help given the teacher. When your Committee visited No.
1, which was soon after commencement, they found the method of instraction
good and the teacher apparently doing her best to have a profitable term, but
on the part of the scholars there was a lack of interest and a disposition with
some to be unruly. On visiting No. 2, we found the teacher energetic and
well encouraged, and the scholars orderly and interested. In No. 1, we had
more or less trouble with unruly scholars through the entire term. In fact,
this trouble was so great at one time, that we had serious doubts as to the
propriety of continuing the school to the end of the term. In No. 2, nota
jar or discord during the entire term. On visiting No. 1, near its close, we
found just what we expected, comparatively but small improvement. On
visiting No. 2, we found all life and animation, and both teacher and scholar
ready for the examination. There were present, a large delegation of interested
parents. The room was beautifully decorated with evergreens, with various
mottoes on the walls, and above and back of the desk was written in large
capitals the word ¢ Welcome.” How much of expression in that one word!
1t said to the Committee, ¢ we are prepared for the examination. At the close
of the fall term, you gave us for a motto, ¢ try again.” We have followed
that motto and are now ready to be examined. It said to parents we are
happy to see you. You have given us and our teacher encouragement, and
we wish you to know that our advancement has been commensurate with your
interest.””  Why all this difference? Simply because in No. 1 there was very
little interest on the part of parents, while in No. 2 there was a commendable
interest.”

School Committee—Danter, WiLLEy, J. S. Peckram, S. F. Apaxns.
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NewcastLe—Among other good things speaks of system, general
condition of the schools, and the method of securing good deport-
ment :

¢ A radical change has been brought about in regard to the system of in-
struction ; one which we believe to be, and which those best qualified to judge
concede to be far superior to the old method. At our first visits we found no
well-defined method of teachiug. Each teacher seemed to rely on his own
resources and judgment in the matter of instruction.

The system which now prevails in most of our schools is simply this: Each
scholar is required to commit to memory, in the most thorough manner, a les-
son from the text-books every day. If absent, to ¢ make it up.” This is ex-
acted every day till near the end of the term, when all classes are put upon
the review, making a sure thing of the whole course of lessons. The term is
to close with a public examination, at which the Committee and parents are
expected to be present.

Let this system be adopted and carried through as it should be, and our
children must becowe scholars. All that a teacher need know when he com-
mences his echool is, how far the classes have advanced; and if he is smart,
he can take the school right along, nearly as well as if he bad taught it the
previous term. We hope that not a single school will be without the range
of this system another year.

So far as we are able to judge the present condition of our schools is in the
ascendancy, having gnined an interest and acquisition the past year. The
deportment of nearly all of our schools stands high. Our teachers have proved
as a general thing, to be intelligent, efficient and kind. 'There has been a
great deal of home study by a majority of the scholars. Many of them are be-
coming habituated to this important duty and high privilege. This daty
attended to, combined with the training our scholars get at school, must soon
place our schools in a position of which we may well be proud. May it be so.

At the commencement of the summer school, the Committee proposed that
the teachers should report a list of the scholars perfeet in deportment. This
list was to contain only the names of those who yielded prompt, czact and
cheerful obedience to all the regalations of the school, and who did all they
could for the success of the school. These lists, as far as received, will be
attached to the district reports. Every scholar can be perfect in deport-
ment if he chooses, and it is but fair that the town should know the names
of those who are honoring themselves and their parents. Teachers find it
easier to manage their schools under this incentive to good behavior. A
place in this list is the best recommendation a hoy ¢ in search of a place’ can
receive. It significs that the scholar governs limself; and this is just what
he wants to learn to fit bim for Americau citizenship. Cheerful submission to
law alone sustains our form of government. Let no parent be satisfied till all
his children’s names are found in this list ; and let him not attempt to excuse
his darling and blame somecbody else, for the town generally will locate
the blame where it belongs—upon the child, and upon the parent. The fact
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that ¢ perfection is not expected * prevents its realization. Expect more of the
young and they will do more. They will not often exceed your expectations.”

School Committee—E. H. GrLippey, H. C. RoBINsoN.

Lewiston.—The good schools and active Committee here present
an interesting report. The legal rights of the school-room, the
evils of leaving school with a partial education, and the reasons for
discontinuing the “ Evening School”” are described :”’

¢ Complaints are sometimes made by parents that scholars are kept at the
school-room by teachers after the usual time for the school to close. It is
quite important that the rights of parent and teacher be properly understood
as relates to this matter. The parent has, no doubt, a right to keep his chil-
dren at home, but if he sends them to school, they there become subject to
the rales of the school. We have no hesitation in saying that it is within the
scope of the power of a teacher to detain a scholar after the set time for school
to close, for idleness or misdemeanor, and to compel him to attend to bis stud-
ies while so detained. A teacher is in the lawful exercise of his power when
he so detains a pupil, and should be protected in this right by the Committee.

There are also those who believe it is their right to require the teacher to
dismiss their children from school at any hour of the day. Thus believing,
they send requests to have them dismissed before the hour for closing. When
the scholar is sent to school the parent waives his rightsto recall him from it
before the close of the session. The power of the parent over the scholar does
not extend into the school-room. Did it reach so far, order in the school-
room could not be maintained.

When scholars are at school they are under the exclusive control of the
Committee and teacher. We have briefly alluded to this subject from the fact
that during the past year our schools have been disturbed by those who, la-
boring under misapprehensions, have sent requests for the dismissal of their
children, and immediately upon the denial of their request have entercd the
gchool-room and demanded their scholars, to the disturbance of the school,
and in some instances, much to their own inconvenience.

Scholars leave the High School, often preferring to try practical life before
they are prepared for it. This is to be attributed more frequently to the mis-
apprehension of parents than that of children. The time and labor of school
culture are begrudged. The value of thorough mental training is not known,
or not properly estimated by such persons. With too many, the faculty which
a child may have to earn money in early life, is thought more important than
his faculty of becoming, by education, well trained and equal to all the duties
of life. The tendency with many is to put up with a small share of intel-
lectual attainments, when a high course of culture is provided at public ex-
pense, and within the reach of all.

Some two years since your Committee recommended the establishment of
an Evening School for the benefit of children who work in the mill, and who
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are not able to attend the day session. We feared, lest the opening of such a
school might become a temptation to many parents to keep their children from
the day school, thinking an attendance on the evening school would be suffi-
cient. Our fears have been fully realized. As soon as the evening school
commenced its session there was a falling off in attendance on the day session.
From the two years’ experience we have had with the evening school, we are
constrained to believe that its continuance would not be advisable. It is
taxing the physical energy of a child too much to allow him to work in the
mill from ten to twelve hours during the day, and then compel him to attend
a session of school two hours in the evening. Under such treatment very
little improvement can be expected.’’

School Committee—A. K. P. Knowrron, T. D. Trorn, N. M. Woob.

Craneerry Istes.—This report, mainly of statistics, shows how
much money is wasted by loss of attendance at the place where
the teacher is paid as much for half-absent scholars as for the whole
present:

¢« Whole amount of expenditures of the several schools is $376.75; whole
length of all the schools in days, 363 ; average length of each school in days,
724 ; average number of scholars in attendance, 88 ; making a loss of $154.46,
on account of scholars not attending ; as you can sce by this report, that the
attendance of our scholars is only 59 per cent.; and that we lose 41 per cent.
on each dollar of our money, for want of punctuality. Gentlemen,stop a mo-
ment and consider, that 41 out of a hundred of our children are roving with-
out restraint wherever pleasure may lead them, living without the benefit of
our institations of learning. We spread before them the bread of knowledge,
but they refuse to eat. Ilow long, oh ye fathers and mothers, shall this course
be pursued, unheeded and neglected by us? Will our children thank us for
our seeming indifference. Nay, but they will, in after years, be likely to re-
prove us, and bring our gray hairs in sorrow to the grave.”

School Committee—A. C. FERNALD.

CoLumsra.—Several points of good advice are here touched :

¢ Your Committee would suggest to their fellow townsmen the importance
of holding their annual district meetings as early as possible, and to make
choice of the best man in the district for their school agent for the ensuing
year. Then let the agent employ none but those who have proved themselves
worthy of the name of teachers. In this way the agent may relieve the com-
munity of a part of their burden. T'he elements essential to good success in our
schools may be considered these: First, a faithful and efficient school super-
visor or Committee. Second, a good school agent. Third, a competent
teacher, dutiful scholars, and parents ready to co-oporate with the teacher and
pupils to obtain the desired result. We must have the united influence of
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school teachers, school officers, and parents in our schools, in order to procure
that interest so desirable. It must be evident to all, that parents are equally
responsible with the teacher, and far more interested in the general good be-
havior of their children while at school. Self-interest, if no higher motive,
should lead parents to co-operate with the teacher for the good of the school.
Every faithful teacher will strive hard to have a review or examination at the
close of the term, and invite in all the parents and school officers in the dis-
triet. This would stimulate the pupils, and if the parents would generally re-
spond to this invitation ‘it would encourage the teacher, and benefit their
children. Your Committee in their visits to the scho'ols, and in their inter-
views with the teachers generally have tried hard to urge upon them the im-
portance of having all the advanced scholars write compositions. In some of
the schools much credit is due to the teachers and scholars in this respect.”

School Committee—L. LietcaToN, 20, A. NasH,

AunurN.—The two evils, common and crying, of absence and
tardiness receive a rebuke, with reasons:

«“These are both great evils in mnearly all our schools, and the town may
raise ever so much money for educational purposes, and so long as these evils
80 largely exist that money to the same extent fails of accomplishing its object.
It is squandered on empty benches instead of heing spent on the occupants
thereof. Not on the teachers, for they have to do more work and have far
greater trials than were every pupil in his place. Some tardiness and absence
is, of course, unavoidable, but not one-tenth of what actually exists. Why
cannot your children be as prompt and constant in attendance as those of our
large cities like Boston and New York. There every child has to bring a
written excuse signed by his parent or guardian why he was late or absent ;
and if the teacher does not deem the excuse good and sufficient, the scholar is
subjected to such correction as the teacher’s judgment may decide. Excuses
are brought here, but they are so easily obtained, that they virtually amount
to nothing. If your child has no valid excuse do not give him one, nor plead
in his behalf, but turn him over to the tender mercies of the teacher. Let
him stand in relation to that which concerns the interests of his school, in
¢ loco parentis,” in the place of a parent, as he actually docs in law, and if he
abuses your children there is a simple remedy. Let us enumerate some of the
results of absence and tardiness :

First, the result to the pupil. Ifa pupil is absent he injures himself in
various ways, he loses the lessons gone over by his class; if he attempts to
make them up, in most cares he does so quite superficially, and loses his rela-
tive rank among his classmates. He is very apt, seeing bimself outstripped,
to have hLis pride wounded, become discouraged, get a distaste fur study and
leave school altogether. Again, by staying away he is a loser in other re-
spects ; he loses the moral restraint of the school-room, and if as is too often
the case, he is not at work while away, but idling away his time with other
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boys, he is learning vicious habits and eoncocting mischief perhaps to intro-
duce into the school-room when he shall again return. Secondly, the effect
upon those, who attend regularly,is bad. They are kept back in their studies.
Of necessity a school is classed, and if one or two scholars are absent from a
class, the teacher feels compelled when they return to explain the principles
gone over during their absence and to shorten the lessons in order that they
may be able to be retained in the class. Thus, those regularly attending have
less than what they are able to do, and they too, in consequence, are likely to
become indolent and mischievous, for it is a fact if you would prevent these
things the best way is to give a child all he can do, for ¢ an idle brain is the
devil’s workshop.” It is discouraging also to the teacher, secing his best
efforts largely neutralized, his best hopes for his school fail, it is but human if
he himself accepts the issue, sets a low standard and does not feel very badly
if he does not reach even that; for whyshould he be more concerned about the
fate of his pupils than their parents?

School Committee—dJoun Gowery, Jr., Z. Tnompson, J. W. BEgpE.

W atervitLeE.—The extracts from this report show that the Com-
mittee is watchful of the interest in its charge, and prompt to
speak good advice :

*“ The Committee have had oceasion to speak of several of the schools as
backward. 'This backwardness is painfully shown in the two most elementary
and most important of all the school exercises, reading and spelling. But
the remarks now to be offered -apply with little exception to a/l the sehools ;
for there is hardly one of them, in which improvement, in the one or in the
other, if not in hoth these respects, is not needed ; though a few of the teach-
ers have given praiseworthy attention to these matters, never allowing them
to be crowded out by other studies. But there are schools in the town in
which the older pupils even are generally far behind any tolerable standard of
good reading and good spelling. Many read in a very slow and hesitating
manner, and miscall many words. They get, of course, but an inadequate
meaning of the assigned lessons. They read consequently with little interest
and life, and without the natural tones. Two things essential to good reading
are facility in calling the words, as the eye moves along the lines, and the
habit of uttering them with the natural tones of voice, so as to give the true
meaning. In both these particulars, there i3 need of improvement in our
schools ; and Zime enough should be given to the exercise of reading to secure
this improvement, Some facility in reading should be gained, before the
pupils are set to commit lessons to memory.

The Committee adopted last year the plan of printing in the annual report
the names of all pupils who were present at school every whole day during
any school term. They did this in the hope that it would operate as an in-
centive to greatersregularity of attendance. Theyare now happy to state that
their hope has been realized in this respect. The number of names printed in
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this report is more than twice the number contained in the last. Should the
coming year show a corresponding improvement on the presen‘t, a, gratifying
check will have been set to the great evil of irregular attendance, and an
important point gained toward its removal., We trust that all parents and
teachers will take pains to call the attention of their children and their pupils
to this list of printed names, in connection with the different schools. If ﬁhey
will do this, we feel sare that these annual school reports will not fail to be
in demand in most families.”

School Committee—D. N. Sgervon, M. Lyrorp, W. H. KzrtoN,

Durnay—Ias found the schools improved, but school-houses
and lost time are lamented : '

«“Tt may be said with the fullest assurance of its correctness, that, although
they have by no means arrived to that degree of perfection desirable, yet the
progress will compare favorably with that of years past. This marked im-
provement in them, is but the legitimate fruit of an increasing interest in their
welfare, which is becoming more apparent in a respectable majority of our
citizens every year.

As another development of increasing interest, we notice the exertions
made by school agents the past year in procuring known and approved teach-
ers, in preference to such as may chance to fall in their way.

We would invite your attention to the dilapidated condition of many of our
school-houses. Sume of them are unfit for the protection of horses and oxen,
still you suffer your children to resort there, not to receive what is lovely and
refined, but a disgust for school, and an unpleasant impression with all that
pertains to a Common School education.

It would be well for every parent, whose eye may chance to fall upon the
account of lost time, to inquire how much of the amount belongs to his own
family. None but practical teachers can be fully aware of the evils arising
from inconstant attendance.”

School Committee—Wu. B. NEweLL, Cuas. G. Burcess, Cuas. W. Wesber. .

Reapriep—A year of commendable prosperity. Hxtracts in re-
gard to two schools may be read with profit:

<t The summer school was well attended, admirably taught and governed.
The winter term was undeniably a successful one, notwithstanding some
demonstrations of disapproval at the commengement by certain parents. If’
all the desired good was not accornplished during this session we believe it to
be clearly chargeable to premature and unnecessary fault-finding. Teachers
may err at times ; but this readiness to find fault with them is not the best
way to correct those errors.

Of the whole number of teachers, less than one-half particularly distin-
guished themselves for superior tact in governing and teaching. The Com-

T
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mittee are of the opinion that the true secret of success in school teaching lies
in the ability to govern well. In our experience we have invariably found
that where a school is properly governed it was a good school in all respects.
All who attempt to teach do not possess this ability. It cannot be obtained by
study, or by any other process. It is not in the power of agents or the School
Committee to determine, in every instance, whether the person proposing to
teach possesses this natural gift. It may not be amiss here to call the atten-
tion of agents to a single remark, viz: Such teachers as are in pursuit of
schools should be hired with caution. Our first-class teachers generally have
very little trouble in obtaining schools.”

School Committee—dJ ames E. MerrinL, A. W. BraiNarD.

Y armovra—Mentions the prevailing faults, which have hindered
schools, generally good from being better :

“The want of regularity still continues to be one of the chief obstacles to
the usefulness of our Public Schools, and one of the chief annoyances to our
teachers. The question naturally arises who are to blame in this matter so
seriously affecting the interests of our children? Certainly not the teachers
themselves, and as certainly, not your Committees, as they have no power to
enforce. regular attendance, and although the teachers are certainly often in
fault in failing to secure the respect of, and present the proper attraction to,
their pupils in the school-room, we canunot properly attach so large a share of
blame to them as is often thrown upon them by those who expect impossibili-
ties. The longer official duty connects us with our public schools, the more
fully are we convinced that to the parents should be attached a large share of
that blame which they are so naturally inclined to transfer to Committees and
teachers. That which is seemingly of little importance in the estimation of
the parent, soon and surely comes to be a matter of indifference to the child.
We sincerely hope then, that parents will more fully realize this fact, and man~
ifest & more liberal disposition to aid hoth Committees and teachers in a mat-
ter of so much vital importance to their children, or ¢ forever hold their peace’
in regard to the imperfect character and unsatisfactory results of our schools.
No school report would be considered complete, or a Committee’s duty wholly
performed,'without a reference to bad school-houses and an exhortation to
replace them with better ones. Your Committee will merely say in this con-
nection, for the benefit of such as will not see the fact, that the most of our
school-houses continue to be, as they have been for several years past, a dis-
grace to the town, and it does seem to them that, in these times of lavish
expenditures and general extravagance, successful efforts might be made to
provide decent and comfortable accommodations for our children, where they
are required to spend so large a portion of their minority, and thus remove
what is now a standing reproach to our humanity and general intelligence.
We feel it a special daty to urge upon the minds of our agents, the importance
of great care and judgment in the selection of teachers, and to remind them
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that they can and should do much to aid the Committee in placing in our
schools such only as are worthy of their hire.

First invoking the aid of Divine Providence, we would call upon all those
parents whose interests are so closely connected with our publie schools, and
all good citizens who must feel a deep interest in the cause of popular educs-
tion, to assist us in our efforts to raise our schools to a higher standard of
excellence, that they may occupy a position more nearly in accordance with
the increasing demands of an advancing civilization.”

School Committee—dJ ss. M. Bares, Prentiss Lorineg, Bens. Goocn.

Harruaxp—Languishes for the want of proper edifices for instruc-
tion. The Committee speak plainly, and if they were properly
heard reform would begin :

¢¢ Thus briefly have we submitted our report. But we deem it our daty,
ere we close, to impress a thought upon your minds in relation to the sad con-
dition of our school-houses. It is useless for any one to palliate or deny the fact
that the school-houses in Hartland are a disgrace to the intelligence and in-
dustry of the town. No sane man can for a moment candidly think upon and
investigate the subject without being most forcibly impressed with the urgent
necessity of immediate action on the part of most of our districts. Our schol-
ars make some progress even now, while the wind whistles through a thou-
sand apertares in the rickety, dilapidated school-house, and the limbs of the
smaller children are dangling between heaven and earth, in vain seeking a
resting place. What reason is there, we ask, in raising money to support
schools when one-half of it is utterly lost for want of proper houses for in-
straction ; or, in other words, what use in raising money for schools, without
first building school-houses. How many farmers there are who furnish better
barns and stables for their cattle and horses, than sehool-houses for their chil-
dren! Is this right? Is it humane? Is it as it should be?

Not only is there a want of warmer houses, but a great reform as to the
location and arrangement of the school-houses. The seats should be so con-
structed that every scholar can rest his feet upon the floor. There should be a
convenient and spacious place for recitations and exercises upon the black-
board. And it is especially important, where so many are assembled in one
room, that there be means for ventilation. The health of the pupil is en-
dangered by breathing impure air, which produces impure blood, and this in-
juriously affects the whole system. The brain, as well as other organs, can
perform its work but imperfectly ; hence the scholar is dull and stupid ; his
thoughts are muddy and sluggish, and the result is poor lessons. On the
other hand, when the wind finds an unobstructed passage through the school-
room the scholar is uncomfortable and cold. He cannot put his thoughts upon
his books ; and again the result is poor lessons and confusion in general.

In view of these things we do not hesitate to say that it would be far better
for the cause of education in this town to have the schools suspended for two
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years, and every dollar of the sehool money, and more with it, expended in re-
pairing and building anew good, substantial and convenient school-houses,
than to continue schools (especially in some districts) under present circum-
stances, but happily there is no need of this. TFellow-townsmen, give this
subject your candid attention, and while you have expended so much in war,
neglect not the great cause of education, for by it we have won a proud posi-
tion in the great family of nations.”

School Committee—CHas. RowsLL, 2, Tuos. W. SurLey, Luraer H. Wess.

Easr Macrias.—The pecuniary loss sustained by absences finds
a.merited rebuke, where the general state of the schools, is com-
mended. Teachers are preferred who belong to the town:

¢ Every day your children are absent from the schools, during term time,
there is 80 much money lost. To illustrate we will suppose a case. Suppose
the amount of money that belongs to district No. 1, be $300. Suappose yon
employ a teacher for six months, at $50 per month. Sappose there are sixty
children in the district, who ought to attend school, and only thirty attend ;
you lose $150; and if one, or five, or ten are absent, you lose in the same
ratio. We hope that the inhabitants will consider, that what we have stated
is the actual fact, and govern themselves accordingly. Then strengthen the
hands of the teachers by encouragement, in their arduous labors. Show to
them you are interested in the matter of education, by sending your children
to the Common Schools. Show to them you are interested in society by send-
ing your children to the Sunday Schools; and by so doing you will confer the
greatest favors on your children and on society that you have in your power
to bestow ; favors that will tend to bless your children here and in ¢ the world
that is to come.’

We would like to make a suggestion for the benefit of the teachers belong-
ing in our town ; and we would not do so if we thonght they were not deserv-
ing of it. In the very short experience which we have had as a Committee,
we have learned that the best teachers who have heen employed by us, or the
agents, are those who belong in our own town. There were thirteen teachers
employed during the year, nine of whom were inhabitants of your town. Those
nine were successful, while the others with one exception, were not so snccess-
ful as they should have been.”

School Committece—A. W. NicuoL, A. C. Nasn.

Baxcor.—The report of the Superintendent of the schools in this
city furnishes a large ficld for extracts. The payment of teachers
and the designs and benefits of the High School, are specially
worthy of attention :

¢« At the time of fixing teachers’ salaries for the year, there was an encour-
ing prospect that prices would soon approximate what they were before before
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the rebellion. The war had just closed, and a decline in prices had already
begun. It was under these circumstances that the salaries of teachers were
continued generally without™change from the year previous. This so reason-
able expectation of improvement in the cost of living, however, soon proved
fallacious, as all, who have constantly occuring to them the figures of domestic
expenditure, are but too well aware. This condition of things has borne upon
none more heavily than upon the salaried class, whose compensation has but
slightly increased, while their expenses have doubled ; and in this class none
have suffered more than our female teachers.

Within a few years past, daily wages have advanced to meet the necessities
of the times—unskilled labor about one hundred per cent., and skilled lahor
some fifty per cent. Within the same period the wages of female teachers
have advanced hut twenty per cent., affording most of them a sum entirely in-
adequate to their support, and rendering it necessary for them to depend upon
the accidental advantage of boarding with their parents in the city, or upon
aid from friends abroad. The majority of teachers, comprising those of the
grades below the Grammar Schools, after paying their board for the year at
the common price of $3.50 per week, have but $22.00 of their wages left for
clothing and incidentals. Of course this balance is not more than oune-third op
one-fourth the present yearly cost of clothing, while sickness and other inci-
dentals are among the luxuries and impossibilitics not to be thought of.

It is true that our teachers are actively engaged in their work but about two-
thirds of the year; but I thiok no one, who appreciates the wearing process
of teaching upon the nervous system, will question the necessity of the relaxa-
tion of vacation time to refresh their energies and maintain their efficiency.
Besides, the vacation intervals are too short to engage in any remuncrative
ewployment, except to attend to their own matters. Their yearly wages,
therefore, should at least be adequate to their yearly support.

If the existing high prices arc to continue, the compensation of female
teachers, especially of those whe receive the smaller salaries, must be increased
in order to retain the services of our hest teachers, and attract the highest
order of talent to this vocation. At the beginning of the year we found one
of the hest of our corps of teachers engaged in another occupation, because the
change was necessary to obtain the means of support. Another of our very
best teachers left her post during the year, who would have continued through
it, but for the insufficient compensation. Another teacher, feeling impelled by
necessity to teach through our long summer vacation in a country town, was
obliged to quit her school during the winter term, in consequence, very largely
no doubt, for lack of the rest which the vacation should have afforded. In
securing competent female teachers for our most important suburban schools,
it beeame necessary to look abroad for them, and it was found difficult to obtain
them, as they received considerably better wages in their own vicinity., Two
or three of our hest teachers are now looking for better situations abroad.

It is to be regretted that parents do not draw more largely upon the benefits
of the High School in favor of their children. The loss is certainly with those
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who neglect its opportunities. The mental training which the course of study
in this school secures is an invaluable acquisition for those about entering upon
the active business of life. Those who unneceséarily withdraw their sons
from our schools, in order to hasten them into business life, make a great mis-
take. Whatever pursuits young men engage in, they need all the discipline
and culture which our schools can give. There is too much haste in the spirit
of the age, and, consequently, too little importance attached to those funda-
mental elements of success and usefulness which come only from patient appli-
cation and thorough study.

At this time the Commercial and Business Colleges are attracting much at-
tention, and causing some diversion from our public schools. These are excel-
lent institutions in their place, and, when made use of by those of sufficient
maturity of intellect and proficiency in elementary studies to appreciate and
appropriate their advantages, afford valuable facilities towards a mercantile
education, which only lack the routine of actual business transactions and the
counting-room to lead to succesful results. But it seems to me that consider-
ate business men, who have spent years in the rudimental routine of mercan-
tile life, cannot sericusly believe that their sons are to be fitted to occupy their
places by a few months’ connection with any human institation, however
magniloquent its assurances. It has been wisely ordained that the human
body and mind should be of slow and gradual development, and any devices
which seek to change this law, so thut children may emerge from weakness
and immatority into full-fledged physical and intellectual strength, may be
classed among the delusions of the day. The Alps may be tunnelled, and the
tourist ascend Mount Washington on trucks, but the hill of Science has no
tunnel through, or carriage road around or over it. * * *

All need special education for their art and profession ; and they need more
than this, for an education limited exclusively to a vocation, nccessarily tends
to narrowness of vision and illiberality of sentiment.”

School Committee—S. F. Huurnrey, T. U. Cog, F. M. Saning, C. P. Ros-
ErTs, F. A. WiLson, E. Trask.
Superintendent—CuarLes P. RoBErTs.

Bowpoingam.—From a full and interesting report, the following
is taken, to show the improved condition of the schools, and the
increased interest therein :

¢ To exhibit in concise form the actual condition of our schools, to show
wherein their usefulness and efliciency may he promoted, and to present faith-
fully any circumstances which may secure the carefulness and co-operation of
the Committee, agents and the people in general in the great work of edu-
cating the youth, may be regarded as the threefold objects of these annual
reports. But in view of the absorbing events in our national history, we do
not deem it necessary to go into a minute exhibition of facts, any further than
to present a sketch to stir up the mind on this important subject. Here it is
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proper to say of our schools, that regarded as a whole, they are evidently ad-
vancing. Improvement in point of order, which is absolutely necessary to
insure success is clearly manifest. Interest on the part of parents is becoming
more general and is having its legitimate bearing. A marked reform in point
of deportment and due respect has been characteristic of the past year. Effi-
ciency and faithfulness in teachers, together with increased punctuality on the
part of scholars, is also a noticeable fact. Not only are the more common
studies pursued with success, but in most districts we find in the school-room,
Philosophy, History, Astronomy, Algebra, and in some cases, Latin. The
students in these, attending at the same time to the very elements of a sound
education, with the necessary works at hand. From information promiscu-
ously obtained, we judge that no town near this js accomplishing more in
educating the young than this. Your Committee, in justice to themselves,
have to say, in relation to the duties required of them, that they have per-
formed these duties to their utmost knowledge and ability, prompted, as
they trust, by a spirit of true fidelity, to fulfil in good faith the trust to which
you have called them ; as also by a strong interest in the welfore of common
and public schools, = And they feel gratified to say that your schools the past
year, in point of efficiency and value have not fallen below the best within the
last ten years. An item worthy of particular notice is that all the teachers
have proved competent to manage and discipline their respective schools with-
out the least aid from the Superintending Committee.

School Committee—H. Curtis.

AcroN.—The Committee dwell upon an important matter not
referred to in other reports, in behalf of small districts:

¢« Here we would call attention to the length of the schools in our smaller
districts, as compared with the schools in our larger districts. The whole
system of our free schools is based upon the duty of the State to each ehild,—
to give him the privilege of a common school education. To this end, each
town is required by law, to raise by taxation, for the support of schools, an
amount of money equal to seventy-five cents (by the amended school law) for
each inhabitant. This sum is assessed upon each man’s property in propor-
tion to its value, and not in proportion to the number of his school-going chil-
dren. The mooey thus assessed is apportioned to the districts, according to
the number of scholars therein. If that number is small, no matter how much
of the tax may have been paid by the property-holders of that district, they
receive but a small share of the divided school money. If the number of
scholars is large, no matter how little of the tax was paid there, they draw a
large share of the money. This is one of those cages, in which the rights of
individual citizens are, in a sense, invaded for the public good. But no right
is hereby conferred upon any district to draw a portion of the school money,
greater than its wants require, as compared with the wants of other districts.
The numerical basis is just, only so far as the expenses of schools are supposed
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to be somewhat in proportion to the number likely to attend. But this is an
error. So far ag the expense of the house, fuel and wages of teacher are con-
cerned, it’ costs more to support a school of fifty scholars, than to support a
school of twenty-five, but not twice as much ; and there is no justice in giving
the school of fifty scholars, double the amount which the smaller district re-
ceives. Our system grants the right of every child to an education in the
rudiments of knowledge, at the expense of the property in the town. Tifty
children have no just claim to twice the privileges enjoyed by twenty-five,
simply hecause they are twice the number. On this view of the case, are founded
certain amendments which bave been made in the original school law, as seen
in section 7, revised edition, and as further seen in the following act, approved
March 19, 1860 : ¢ The Aesessors and Superintending School Committee or
Bupervisors of towns, cities and plantations, shall have the power and may
annually apypertion ten per cent. of all the money required to be raised by the
fifth section of said chapter eleven, in such manner as in their judgment shall
give the smaller districts a more equal opportunity of enjoying the benefits of
common school education with the larger districts.” In accordance with the
same general principles, the school-going children alone, should constitute the
basis of the division of the school money. Children at home, or away from
home, without any expectation of going to school, whether in business or
attending academies or other institutions, ought mot to be counted. The jus-
tice of this view will be apparent on examination.”

School Committee—Moses W. D. Hurp, R. H. Goping, Davip Boyp.

Marrawamgreac.—The Committee report favorably of the schools
except one. In the town are but three districts, and one school-
house, and that is a good one. They remark:

¢ That we need in a far greater degree than we have ever yet had, the
hearty, earnest and intelligent co-operation of those parents who send their
children to the schools. It is indispensable to success, that such parents
should manifest some interest in the school and in the teachers; should know
that their children attend, and that, too, regularly and seasonably; and that
they perform all their tasks, and conform in all respects to the established
regulations; that they should provide all necessary books, should take an in-
-terest in their studies, and encourage and assist them when difficulties are
encountered, and they begin to. feel discouraged. Parents should visit the
schools often.”

School Committee—Asa Surr, JaMes Bascock.

Svrry.—The ““two sides’” to school questions are noticed.
Parental visiting is practiced and commended :

¢ Another hindrance in this district, and in faet it is too much the case in
mauny districts, may be noticed. There are two sides to every question, and
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whether it be in choosing agents, or employing teachers, or governing the
school, some one or another is bound to take exceptions, and will be anxiously
expecting and predicting some evil results, and the wrong man will get in the
right place, or the right man in the wrong place. And whoever may be
agent, or whoever may be teacher, some things will he sure to go amiss with
one or the other side. Now it does seem to your Committec that such things
should be avoided in school matters, when it is an admitted fact that a good
school and the improvement of all the scholars are for the hest interest of
every one in the district. 1f the same effort should be put forth by parents to
assist the teachers and aid the pupils in obeying the orders of school and re-
specting their teachers, that are often made to the contrary, the result would
be very much to the benefit of the schools.”

School Committee—SamMueL WassoN, C. K. Hiccins, R. L. GRINDLE.

Lreps.—A detailed report gives the general character of the
schools thus:

¢¢ Many schools have been very successful, while others were only partially
50. No one has been a total failure ; and while we would not give any teacher
or school undue praise, we do not censure beyond what duty demands. We do
not wish you to understand that in our best schools every scholar makes good
progress—far from it. Some are absent from school a large part of the time,
and their parents manifest little or no interest in their welfare as scholars.”

School Committee—R. F. Woopuan, Sers Howarp, J. G. Gorr.

Gray—>Speaks of increased success and profit, and notices hin-
drances to greater improvement :

¢ Our schools have been short the past year, but I am happy to be able to
say to you that they have been more profitable and rank higher than in any
previous year that T have had charge of them. Although we can speak thus
favorably of them let us mot stop here, for before they can arrive at the ele-
vated standard which they might attain, there are many errors to be corrected.
Among the most pernicious of ‘these errors or evils, is the employing incom-
petent or immoral teachers ; the neglect of duty and incompetency of agents
and other school officers ; the neglect and wrong action of parents; the pro-
fanity, tardiness and habitual truancy of scholars. The question arises, how
can these evils be remedied and the interest and value of our schools be in-
creased? One important step towards reform no doubt would be to hold all
connected with the schools to a more strict legal accountability. Teachers
should properly fill their registers and return them as required by law or forfeit
the pay for their services. Agents should give legal notice of the time their
schools are to commence and their probable length, or suffer the legal penalty
for such neglect. Parents as they love their children and regard their future
prosperity and happiness, shculd cause them to be punctual in their attend-
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ance at school and insist upon their submission, and ready compliance with
the regulations of the teacher.”

School Commiltee—Jamus WHITNEY.

Bruenni—Reports in full and favorably. The extracts relate to
two schools:

¢ The slack and disorderly manner in which the school was conducted dur-
ing the previous winter, produced a very bad state of things, and rendered
this teacher’s work extremely difficult. Miss E. was the right person in the
right place. The pupils complained and their parents grambled, but the
management of the school went straight forward in the hands of the zeacher,
and under her strict discipline and good instructions there was a marked im-
provement in the minds and manners of the pupils.”

Of another, the report is:

¢ The more prominent features of this school were interest and thorough-
ness. In these two respeets it surpassed, we think, every other school in town.
The teacher felt his duty and he faithfully performed it, and the result was
Just what we might naturally expect,—a deep intcrest and a large advance-
ment. The value of experience in the teacher was here happily illustrated.”

WinsLow.—The hope, that closes the following statement, will
change to a blessing, when realized :

““ We have seventeen school districts with fifteen school-houses, eight of
which are in tolerable repair, and four of those are good-—a credit to any
country town. Of the rest little can be said in their praise. They are prisons
to incarcerate children six hours in a day—kept in only by tite teacher who
acts as a picket guard. Some of them are mere apologies, fit only for the
devouring element to revel in and leave the sites for commodious school-houses.
We hope soon to see an awakening interest on the part of parents, not only
in respect to our school-houses, but the schools.”

School Committee—C. Honcxs, C. H. Kzirn, D. B. GarLanp.

Meppysemps.—From a brief report the following extract shows
the prevalent wants:

¢¢ Our school-houses are not so good as needful ; our scholars are about as
good as in other country schools ; our teachers are not so well qualified gener-
ally as is required. The Committee are not so faithful in examining persons
who offer their services as teachers as is needful in our schools. It is common
for scholars to borrow and lend books. Parents should see that their children
are furnished with soitable books.”’

School Committee—E. F. WerxNELL, S. Z. BripcEs.
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NorripeEwock.—The withdrawal of scholars from school at an
age too early, the employment of female teachers, the Normal
School, aud reading and writing, receive special notice :

¢« The amount of money for each scholar was $2.27. The whole number of
scholars attending schools was 384, with an average attendance of 333, or
about 57 per cent. of the scholars returned. Why 250 scholars do not attend
school ought to be a matter of serious inguiry. The class of scholars absent
are mostly those above 14 years old. It is rare to find a scholar more than 15
years old in our schools. We believe that scholars should not he permitted
to leave the town school at so early an age, and that the character and stand-
ard of instruction would be materially advanced, if parents would see to it
that the older scholars attend.

All our schools during the past year have been taught by female teachers,
and we are happy to state that in no case has any difficulty arisen, requiring
the intervention of the Committee. Two of our teachers have had the benefit
of instruction at the State Normal School, and their excellent success speaks
well for the mode of instruction thus taught. We would recommend agents
to employ teachers instructed at the Normal School when practicable. We
desire to call particular attention to two studies we deem much peglected in
all our schools. We mean reading and writing. The two indispensable ac-
quirements in education are so carelessly and indifferently taught, that it is
rare to find cither a good reader or writer.”

School Commitiee—S. D. Linpsey, Joun Ropivs, Jr., Cmas. BE. Warren.

Krrrery.—The observations made from this town are worthy of
careful perusal : '

¢ To secure proper organization there must be an efficient head to the school,
qualified to comprehend the material of which it is made generally, and in the
case of each scholar, and then to classify each pupil where he belongg, and to
see that he faithfully performs his part wherever he is placed, and is profita-
bly employed during school hours. This efficient head must be the teacher,
and not the Superintending School Committee, parents, or least of all the pupil.

In our schools many are attempting too many studies, and many more not
enough, many are in classes too high, and some in classes too low. Some,
especially the smaller, have no employment except while reading and spelling,
and it may be some dull recitation. Good order is almost impossible where
one-half of the school is idle. 'What can an idle scholar do except practice mis-
chief 2 Small scholars caunot be expected to be constantly employed, unless
by the belp of the teacher in frequent concert exerciees, in which the whole
school shall join. If a teacher he not qualified to conduct these exercises, he
must fail in keeping good order, and controlling his school.

‘When the scholar decides as to what he shall study, and what classes he
shall be in, and insists upon his preferences, and the teacher has not anthority
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enough to overrule him, but submits as to a necessity, the proper organization
and government of a school are impossible.

Thoroughly drilled teachers are not to be had, and the choice lies seemingly
between none at all, or those of inferior qualifications; or still farther, that
the best-qualified among the number from which selections can be had should
satisfy any reasonable Committee or school district. To follow this seemingly
reasonable course will keep the standard of teaching low and inefficient. This
is the chronic trouble in this State, and also in neighboring States. Thorough
professional training for teachers is just as essential as for physicians or any
other profession. But where is this training to be had? Surely not in our
academies or colleges or town schools. Where then? We answer: At our
State Normal School at Farmington, or in model city or town schools where
they exist ; or in resolute private culture, by travel, observation, reading and
practice. One week in a model city school would make a revolution in the
notions and practice of many of our best teachers. A Teachers’ Institute of
one week in length preceding our summer and winter schools, connected so as
to be at once a thorough drill for teachers on essentials, and also a complete
model for a well-organized and efficient Common School, would be the direct
way toremedy our difficulties. This Institute might be conducted by the Super-
intending School Committee, with such assistance as they might easily obtain.
With opportunities thus brought to the door of teachers, they would be with-
out cxcuse for essential deficiencies, and the Committee could carry out their
obvious daty.

Childhood, under the age of fourteen years, is the period for acquiring those
branches of education which depend mostly on imitation and memory, such as
reading, spelling, writing, elementary drawing and arithmetic; geography
and grammar as an art and not as a science. Mere book recitations and
nothing else, in a Primary School, are abominable. The teacher should be the
model to imitate, and the book to learn from. In manner, voice and speech
she teaches a hundred fold more potently than from the books. The books
themsclves are mute until she gives them voice. For example, if the actual
common speech of the teacher be faulty in grammar or any other respect, the
child will imitate it in every case. How important then, that a Primary
School teacher should be a school in herself. Only model teachers will do for
the little ones. Look well to the Primary Schools.”

School Committee—E. B. Furxarp, CaLvin L. Hayes, M. F. WenrworTa.

BariNg.—A trouble not elsewhere mentioned occurred in one
school :

¢ The Primary School was taught with about fair success. It was encum-
bered at one time with a perfect exodus of scholars from the Grammar School
without the knowledge of your Committee. This is an evil which needs to be
remedied. No scholar should be sent from one school into the other or per-
mitted to do so by any parent without the consent of the Committee, as it is
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utterly impracticable for the Committee to visit the schools every week a
scholar may attend the school to which he does not belong to the injury of
himself and the school.”’

School Committee—Wu. McLELLAND, Sax’L M. SuitH, Jas. S. TyLer.

La Gravee.—One district is thus signalized. Female teachers
are commended :

¢¢ More than one-half of the scholars in the district did not attend school a
single day, and not one-third is the average attendance. Let me ask you in all
kindness, are you doing your duty to your children? While the door to an
education is wide open, within a half hours walk, how can you content your-
selves to let your children grow up in ignorance, unqualified to discharge the
respongible duties of life? The human mind is expansive, continnally upon
the stretch. Children will learn, either that which is usefol and ornamental, or
they will be led away by the temptations which beset them at every turn, ere
you aware. You will find your children ruined and your pathway beset with
thorns, which upon reflection, you will find are of your own planting. The
old adage, just as the twig is bent, the tree’s inclined,” is as true now, as
when first uttered. The great scarcity of efficient, thorough male teachers,
seems to impose upon the school agents the necessity of employing some female
teachers, and I know of no valid argument against such a course. The
scholar, male or female, who would take the advantage of a female teacher
and make trouble and difficulty in school, should be promptly expelled from
the school. Competent female teachers more readily secure the affections,
enlist the sympathies, and awaken an ambition to learn in small children,
than male teachers; and I know not why a female teacher cannot impart
instruction in every branch of education taught in our town schools, as well
as male teachers, and I recommend a trial of the experiment in most of the
schools in town.” i

School Committee—Priny B. SouLE.

ScarsoroueH.—The report is favorable for the schools, and warns
parents in the following words:

¢ Then employ none but the best of teachers, regardless of expense. Let
the parents sustain the teacher in every effort he makes for the welfare of the
school and influence the scholars to be orderly and attentive. And understand
that a teacher may labor with all the earnestness and assiduity possible, but
if from lack of union in the district or other cause, the teacher does not
receive the sympathy and support of a part of the district, the school is likely
to be for the children of such, at least, far less profitable than it should be.
Let the friends of education, who reside in the district, make occasional visits
to the school room, and we are very sure that by so doing they will add to
the interest of the school and the benefit will be far greater than one would
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at first suppose. To encourage such we would say we have never seen the
words ¢ positively no admittarce,” written over the door way of any of our
school-houses.”

School Commitiee—GranviLLE McKeNNEY, HoraTio Hicur.

Rocgranp.—Female teachers have been employed in the Gram-
mar Schools with varied success. An experiment of a ‘“ miscella-
neous school’ has been tried. Absences are noted :

¢t The Grammar Schools have, till within a year past, been most generally
instructed by male teachers. Before the commencement of the last school
year, it was suggested they might be successfully taught and managed by
female teachers. The suggestion was favorably received, and in accordance
therewith, it was resolved that a change be made in this respect. Aeccording-
ly females were employed to take charge of the schools. The result has been
such, on the whole, as to justify the course taken. The teachers, however,
have not all been equally successful. Some have succeeded admirably well,
and have given good satisfaction ; others have partially failed in this respect.
All have been faithfully devoted to the interest of their charge, and have, no
doubt, Jabored to the best of their ability; but some have lacked sufficient
power to cnforce, at all times, their regulations and preserve that perfect
obedience and good order so essentially necessary for complete success. The
teacher of one school found it difficult, if not entirely beyond her power, to con-
trol and successfully manage, at all times, some of the larger boys. They
seemed to need a stronger arm than hers to curb their wayward dispoesitions,
and keep them in proper subjection ; yet the school, aside from this, has not
been without success. A large majority of the scholars give satisfactory evi-
dence of having been respectful and ohedient in conduct, industrious and dili-
gent in the prosecution of their studies, and, in so doing, had attained to that
standard of improvement which entitled them to a pass of admittance to a
higher grade, and as such, they were rewarded with the necessary passes.

Miscellaneous School. 1t is now nearly two years since this school was
established. It has been kept only in the winter season. The object for
which it was established, as given in our last annual report, was to provide a
school for that class of boys and young men whose only opportunity for attend-
ing school is during the winter. This school has no connection with the other
gchools of the city ; nor has it any regular and systematic classification of its
scholars, like that which exists in our graded schools. At the last examination
of this school, we noticed that a large proportion of the boys were attending
to nothing more than reading, spelling, and cyphering. These same boys were
formerly members of the Grammar Schools, and when they were there, they
were required to study geography, English grammar, and the intellectual
arithmetic; but here, not being required to do so, as it seems, they had re-
linquished these studies. Now, since this is the case, whether it be the fault
of the Committee, or of the teacher, or of hoth, some change should be made
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for the better. Boys should not be left entirely to themselves to make their
choice as to their studies, whether they should study this or that, or as much
or as little as they please. In addition to what they were then doing, it
seemed to us that they might be doing something more, which would be
greatly for their benefit. This school is very large, numbering nearly one
hundred and forty scholars. It would be better, on this account, to have two
schools, instead of one. In point of order and good management, we found
the school all that we could ask. 'The evidence we received of improvement
in reading and spelling on the part of many, and especially in intellectual
arithmetic, and in English grammar, by a small class of young men, was
highly satisfactory to us, and ereditable to themselves and their teacher.

In examining the returned registers of the several teachers, we find a wide
difference in the attendance of children and youth at school. Opposite the
names of some not a single mark for absence or tardiness is to be found ; oth-
ers there are, who fall but little below in the scale of merit ; their marks are
few indecd. But on the other hand, there are others, against whose names
stand numerous marks of demerit of this kind. In many cases the absences
or tardiness of scholars can be no fault of theirs. There are occasions in which -
they have justifiable reasons for being absent from, or late at school. They
may have been sick, or necessarily detained by their parents, in which case,
they would certainly he free from blame. But when, through the indulgence
of fond parents, they are allowed to stay at home, even when they are in pex-
fect health, and there is no real necessity for being absent; or when, in like
circumstances, they suffer them to be tardy, and at the same time seem to
jostify them in it by sending to the teacher a written excuse for their tardi-
ness, on whom, then, falls the blame? On noune but parents themselves.
Scholars in being thus ahsent or tardy when they might as wcll be present,
hot only do an injury to themselves, but also to the school. Those who have
had experience in teaching, know full well the bad effects produced by the
frequent occurrence of children absenting themselves from school. It often
deranges the order of the school, impedes the progress of individuals, and
‘hinders the advancement of whole classes. Hence, parents and guardians,
and all who are entrusted with the care of children and youth, and especially
boys, should be cautious how they act in this matter, lest by their indalgence
in this respect, they do them a greater injury than good. A like caution is
also necessary to be exercised by them, that they be not hasty in siding with
their children, whenever the former make their complaints of ill-treatment
received from the Jatter.”

School Committece—HENRY PAINE, ALDEN SpraGUE, C. N. GERMAINE.

WessteEr.—The report urges unanimity of action, and some of
the means of raising the standard of education :

[ would urge the necessity of upholding and protecting your schools to the
utmost of your ability. Let no dissensions ever crecp in to impair your inter-
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est or destroy your influence in the cause of education. Do not let prejudices
of any character obtain a place in the district meeting, and employ the very best
teachers you can find regardless of price, for a good school is worth all it can
reasonably cost. Do not expect perfection in your teachers, and be careful not
to speak disparagingly of them to your children. A school is like our general
government, it must be supported by the people or it will fail. We are all
interested, or at least should be in our schools, and should devote our untiring
energies to the improvément and increase of their standard. We often hear
it remarked that the standard of our schools cught to be raised. How shall
we do it? To increase our school tax to any considerable amount above the
present standard in addition to onr present debt would be burdensome. Allow
me then to make a few suggestions upon the manner of improving our schools
without materially increasing our taxes. Commence at your district meeting,
choose an agent who is acquainted with the affairs of the school, and is really
intercsted in having the very best sehool possible, one that will hire nore but
the best tcachers. The failures of incompetent teachers multiply and perpet-
uate misapprehensions of the value of education. Knowledge never can flonr-
ish until the profession of the teacher be held in high regard. Let it be your
aim to lead the way in such enlightened homage; spare no pains, spare no
expense within your ability to establish good and sufficient teachers in your
schools. Then do not fail to see that the school-houses are in readiness for
use ; that they are well supplied with blackboards. 1 would also strongly
urge regularity of attendance on the part of the scholars. The loss of a single
term of schooling may destroy entirely the ambition of & pupil, and cannot
fail to impair seriously its success.”
School Committee—dJ. W. MaxwzLL, H. G. Drax, J. B. Jorpan.

Fairrierp.—Reports at length and favorably, and gives sugges-
tions that come from the experience of the past :

¢ 'We would therefore say to districts be careful to select your best men for
agents ; men who have children to send to school ; men who are interested in
the work ;—and then we would say to agents, select tried and faithful teach-
ers; select just such as the interest of your school demands, but do not select
for relationship, friendship, or any outside influence. Another drawback
upon the usefulness and progress of our schools is the irregular attendance of
scholars. A teacher can advance his pupils much faster when all are in their
classes at the appointed hoor than he otherwise can. It is not enough that
the child is furnished with books, and started in the direction of the school-
room, but the parent should see that the scholar attends seasonably and regu-
larly. And it would add something to the interest of the school if the parent
would occasionally visit it, and see for hiwself how the teacher and scholars
are getting along. One of your Committee was much pleased to see the in-
terest manifested by quite a nnmber of the parents in district No. 10, in visit-
ing the school on its examination. We trust they will continue to do so, and
that other districts will follow suit.”
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CumBerLanD—In giviag merited praise, also adds encouraging
advice :

‘¢ Although it has given us pleasure to speak thus favorably of them, we
can hardly feel warranted in stopping here. Let us not forget that a higher
standard ma'my yei be obtained. There are, undouhtedly, more errors to be
corrected. And men will differ here, and honestly differ, in what are the
requisites for a good school. Like all other institutions of a public nature,
they will always be open to criticism. Your Committee might indualge in a
good de’al of fanlt-finding. But their aim has not been to pick out every fault,
however small, that might show itself, and hold it out to the public view, be-
lieving that more evil than good comes from such a course. But let us all
bear in mind that is the duty of every citizen to sustain and cherish this
institation, ¢ The Public School, the Palladium of the public good.’

It will be noticed that all but fonr of our teachers are females. Tt is said
the tirne has gone by that required physical force to govern a school, when the
teacher had to go into the school room well-armed with a large ruler and cow-
hide, but that our children are more easily led by love and kindness, smiles
and pleasant words. If so, we ask, ¢ Who so capable as geutle, smiling and
amiable young ladies?’

School Commiitee—A. GrEELEY, J. M. DRINKWATER.

Covcorp—Has had 2 fair experience, not free from anxieties for
the future, as the extracts show:

¢t One thing however, which was the usual practice in this school, we would
heartily discourage, and that is of allowing both sexes to have recess together.
While oue sex is at recess the teacher can generally find enough to do to busy
herself with the other, even if the school is small ; and we think it much bet-
ter to adhere to the old custom, rather than to endeavor to improve upon our
Common 3chool system in this manner, for we find that such deviations from
the general rule almost fnvariably cause dissatisfaction. We would urge upon
parents their daty in selecting school agents who are themselves interested in
the prosperity of their echool, men who will not act from prejudice or friend-
ship iu celecting teachers, but procure the services of only those who are
koown to possess the gualifications which fit them for the station they fill.
Agents should not employ poor or inexperienced teachers because they can get
them cheap, but recollecs that if they have but little money in a district, so
much the more need of making good use of that little. A short good school
is better than a long poor one, and in fact the shorter the poor school the more
profitable to 21l interested.”’

School Committee—E. O. Virron, A. H. FrLker, Corypon FELEER.

Nzw SmaroN.—A full report from this town contains many usefal
topics for consideration. The extract speaks on a subject of deep
interest :

8
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¢ The importance of moral iustruction and of the moral qualifications of
teachers should occupy o large place in the minds of the people. If children
are taught but one thing, let it be their duty. Let it be love of truth, sobri-
ety, temperance, order, justice and humanity. If you make them any thing,
make them good. With sound principles and good morals, are intimately
connected correct manners. 1t is believed this subject has held quite too low
a place hoth in school and domestic education. It is not an uncommon opin-
ion, that school is the place to teach science not morality ; polite literature
not good bebavior. It iy probably in deference to this sentiment in connection
with the apprehension of sectarian influence, that instruction in the great
principles of human duty, as set forth in the precepts of the gospel, has been
well nigh excluded from our schools. By a standing regulation, the only
exercise of this kind is the daily reading of a portion of the sacred scriptures,
without note or comment. This we think is not quite what it should be.
Will not a liberal and enlightened public sentiment permit, yea, even demand
more ?

It is a fact, which does not speak to our praise, that almost every class-
bools, adopted into schools, is prepared to teach how to read, or act, or caleu-
late ; to teach mere science, as though this was the great object of life. Let
gowething more be put into the hands of children to teach them how to feel,
to act, to live. Books should be a great deal more adapted, and instruction
more directed, to the inculcation of moral sentiments; to exzplaining moral
obligations, and illustrating the connection between morality and individual
peace and public prosperity.”’

School Commiitee—A. C. Hussey, D. L. Swaw, A. G. Bramarp.

Anson.—The report speaks of female teachers, and arouses par-
ents and others to their duties:

¢In concluding our report we must express the belief that too many females
are employed to instruct the winter terms, especially in our larger schools,
where all the strength and decision of a man are requisite to govern and dis-
cipline them.

Parents feel too little interest in the welfare of their children while at
school, even to visit them for a single half-day. Would the inhabitants of
this towo expend nearly two thousand dollars annually npon any other ohject
without requiving the strictest account of their agents and servants? Then
why, we ask, be so heedless upon this subject, upon which depends the future
prosperity and security of this government. Let every voter sec to it that an
agent is chosen in each school distriet who will feel 2 deep interest in the
prosperity of our schools ; and let every agent thus chosen exert his utmost
efforts to secure the services of the best teachers, without regard to cost or re-
lationship.”’

School Committee—dJ. J. PARLIN.
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No Name.—The report from a town whose name is not given,
speaks well of some of the schools, and of one as ““ faultless.”” Of
three school-houses the language is plain and pointed. Improve-
ment in the point censured will make such a reproof needless here-
after:

1. «The school was kept in a poor school-house, ill-constructed and out of
repair, neither convenient, or pleasant, or comfortable. At the last exami-
nation of this school all in the house were reduced very near to a freezing con-
dition ; and we would ask, is it in accordance, not with parental affection, but
with the dictates of humanity, to subject children and youth to such discom-
forts when they are sent to schiool? In such a house every noble aspiration
and every mgenuous feeling will freeze up, and all desire for improvement will
be suppressed. We hope this district will very soon provide some better
accommodations for their school.

2. The school was very short; and the district labor under the further
disadvantage of having no snitable school-room. The school-house in this dis-
triet is a miserable affair. Not snitably located, ill-arranged, old, rickety and
leaky ; with proper repairs it might make a respectable ¢ pig-pen,” but is fit
for nothing else. Tt is to be boped that a district, so amply able as this, will
directly provide itself with a better sehool building.

3. The town is aware that there is no school-house in this district. We
found about thirty scholars in a room not as large as the most of you sit in
with your families about you, crowding each other on rough benches, where
no scholar could move without disturbing others, or sitting in chairs from the
neighboring houses, where the pupil must study hending over his knees. For
80 many children to grow up to be men and women among you with so
little learning as, reckoning it at the most, they can obtain in these unfavora-
ble accommodations, is a crying reproach to you, and your Committee can call
it nothing but unfaithfulness to these children, if you do not remedy this
defect.””

Faverre.—The Committee speak well of the schools for the past
three years, after having described the fate of poor school-houses :

¢« Must the removal of our ancient school-houses always be included in the
¢ chapter of accidents?” Is it necessary that crackling flames should consume
each one of them, and smoking ruins mark the spot where it stood, befure the
inhabitants can be reminded that a better building is needed in its place?
Let them enter the shabby school-room on some cold and boisterous day, and
view the group of suffering childeen, huddling around the fire, with aching
feet and shivering forms, while the wintry winds are whistling through every
cranny and crevice of the shaky old structure. Study, under such circum-
stances, is out of the question, and even the health of the scholars is seriously
endangered. ‘A word to the wise is sufficient ” to intimate that these wretched
relics are sadly in need of * reconstruction.’
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Tor three years past a large proportion of our schools have been taught by
residents of our own town. During that time our schools, with a very few ex-
ceptions, have been uniformly successful and satisfactory. Within that period
there has occurred but a single instance of difficulty in school which the Com-
mittee have been called upon to settle. We doubt if many towns in the State,
for the same length of time, can show a clearer or fairer school record than
Fayette.”’ ’ .

. School Committee—A. F. Warsow, A. G. Frexcr, Gro. UNDERWOOD.

Aveusra.—The report of the School Committee for the city no-
tices the success of the schools, and solicits the aid of agents and
parents, and in four cases improved houses :

¢ Our schools for the past year have been attended with more than ordinary
success—something has been gained—they have been more ofderly, more at-
tention has been given to the mora/s and wanners of the scholars ; they have
been more generally taught the first principles—understanding more thor-
oughly what they have been over—and reading, writing and spelling, so much
peglected in many of our schools, have received, by most of our teachers, the
attention their importauce demands ; yet wuch remains to be done.

Your Committee need the help and co-operation of agents and parents-
Agents should accept the responsible, though thankless office, with the deter-
mipation to discharge their duties with interest and fidelity. Employ no
relation ot favorile unless you know they are teachers. Eogage your teachers
“in season if it does require a litile extra labor ; never wais for them to come
along ; experienced and euccessfnl jnstructors seldoin have to seek employ-
ment. Don't be small in the matter of dollars and cents; good teachers
must be paid. Don’t insiss vpon paying only three dollars a week to a female
who will dv as well, and often better, than a male to whom you would wil-
lingly pay ten. Reject poor teachers at any price, and you will confer a
blessing upon the district and Committee.

Parents should attend the school-meeting, and assist in electing the hest
man in the district for Agent. They should seek an acquaintanece with the
teachers, and co-operate and labor with them to advance the hest interests of
the whole school. They should know how much of their children’s time is
spent in the sehool-room, and how much in the street, at the stores, on the
ice or about the neighborhood. You can know how many hours they attend
school by calling upon the teachers and examining their record. The teachers
will be pleased to give you the desired information, and if you find that your
children have been punctual and show a clear record, let them have the pleas-
ure of knowing it ; if not, you should apply the remedy. Do not listen to
the complainis of your children against their teachers and school until you
are perfectly satisfied that there is good and suficient cause, then commence
in the right way, having ihe best interest of the school in view, by notifying
your Committee, and let there be an investigation, aud if the school is found
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to be unprofitable, let it be discontinued with as little talk and excitement as
possible.  Never allow yourself to find {ault with your teachers until you can
bring specific and reasonable charges against them, and he prepared to prose-
cute the same with sufficient evidence at an investigation.

Parents and voters of Districts Nos. —, —, — and —, look to your school-
houses. Are they saitable places in which to train and educate your children ?
You erect commodious and comfurtable barns and stables for your cattle and
horses ; you visit them daily, bestow upon them much time and atiention,
and mark their progress with satisfaction. Is it thus with your children?
Do you visit them once in the school-room during the ycar? Do you know
that they are sitting on henches not wide enough fur a ehild of three som-
mers, and yet bigh enough for a man of siz feet? Do you know that the old
land-marks leak in Summer and are cold in Winter ?—that they are out of
date, out of repair, and ought to be out of the world? * * * 1If there
is a house to be more pleasantly located, more interesting in its general ap-
pearance, more convenient and better furnished than any other in the district,
that house should be the school-house.”

School Committee—C. B. Haywarp, Jorx Youne.

Bara.—This full, well considered and beautifully printed report
presents many topics suggestive and worthy of great attention.
It has been difficult to select, where so much is worthy of a repro-
duction. The remarks on the disposition of the teacher, and the
proper use of the memory, may be read with profit :

¢ Whatever the teacher may do, the pupil should see that it is never done
in ill-will. The pupil’s love is the richest jewel that a teacher can wear.
The selfish and unloving world will come fast enough, and the love of early
days should be so rich, that it will always after be an inheritance of happy
recollections and holy habits. One of the French kings told bis son who
would soon succced him to the throne, that if he would reign happily and
well, ¢ he must make his people believe that he loved them.” To the question,
How shall I do this? the reply was, ¢ You smust love thew.” This will apply
to the teacher’s dominion as well. And though a teacher may have the gift
of tongues, and all knowledge, without love there is failare. When, there-
fore, a teacher becomes out of sympathy with the work, it is time for that
teacher to ¢ silently steal away ;’ for, however capable in other respects, when
the grand central truth is forgotten, that for the work, and in the work, love
is essential, then the highest usefulness is ended.

Much good may be done, to younger pupils especially, by jast and judi-
ciously expressed praise. The censure should be negative, and implied when
it can be, that there may be resources left without coming in the end to where
the severity of censure must exceed the fault. When there is merit, it should
be given cordial recognition, and the oceasional word of applause to a youth
that does not often deserve applause, when he may merit it, will often do
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more to confirm the half-formed purpose to excel, into a fixed intention, than
any other means. Praise a generally bad boy, on any particular occasion, for
a good act, and he will seek to repeat it, that he may earn more of that which
is grateful. Even thuse who are older like deserved praise, and veed it. It
is insincerity which affects to dislike it. But most are more ready to censure
boldly, than to praise discriminately. Praise on the part of teachers should
of course be diseriminating, and not given so loosely as to be worthless. Tt
ruins anything to make it too cheap, but it should be equal to the merit rather
than fall below it. The Englishman who stinted his praise o Niigara, say-
ing, ¢ Very neat, sir ; upon my word, & very neat affair,” was like th .se who
prefer to be little in their recognition of good, rather than to give the com-
mendation due to real worth. It is said that a kiss from his mother made
West a painter. So praise for good is encouragement for good. A lad who
is disposed to be evil, if he is told that he is a good boy when he is so, will in
time grow ashamed to manifest his evil qualities. Buf let the praise be judi-
dicious. It may not do any good to say, in connection with these thoughts,
that children are sent to schocl too young. Nothing can be worthily substi-
tuted for the instruction of the home for the first seven years. I do not hesi-
tate to give the opinion, that parents place the conditioning of their children’s
welfare too much into other hands, when they themselves are made the natu-
ral, sympathetic and loving teachers. The EBeing who has made parents the
guardians of their child’s existence, has given tlem a key to the heart not
given to others, and they sadly mistake who seek tuition beyond their own in
these very early years. If a home is a home, and parents are indeed parents,
then the child who does not go to school until the age of eight years will be
in better phyrical and intellectual condition at the age of fourteen, than if
the commencement had been made at four. What of ¢ book learning’ is
gained from four years of age to eight years, may all be gained in a year after
the seven years are completed.

* * * The tendency in these times is to treat education as a mere gath-
ering of facts, as squirrels hoard nuts against a winter. But this is only
taking a part for the whole. The pernicious results of this tendency are to
be seen in the disposition to draw out the memory more than the mind.

The mere development of the power of verbal memory is not good. It al-
ways decays as we advance in maturity, and when the statement of the fact is
lost, all is lost. At the same time a vigorous and retentive memory may be
fairly ranked as an important gift, to be cherished and cultivated. When it
is cultivated in association with the discipline of thought, so that it becomes
a faculty not merely of reception, but also of reproduction, then it is a great
blessing. Says Knox, as quoted by Dugald Stewart, in his Philosophy of the
Human Mind, ¢ It is not enough that the mind can reproduce just what it has
received from reading and no more. Tt must reproduce it digested, allered,
improved and refined. Sheep do not show the shepherd how much they have
eaten by producing the grass itself, but by producing outwardly wool and
milk after their pasture is inwardly digested.” So a verbal memory may be of
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little account, but a memory for things, for sequences, for analogies and im-
pressions, is vital. The difference between the mere hearing a recitation given
by verbal memory, and the drill of a trae teacher who goes deeply into the
subject, bringing out every why and wherefore for every what, is a difference
which is radical.

The curiosity is to be roused and directed to its proper objects, the ingenu-
ity is to be exercised, the attention is to be kept alive, particular wants de-
tected in particular pupils, the wants met of particular cases, all the diversity
of talents and character studied, and all of the powers of the pupils brought
to bear upon the case in hand. This cannot be done by a mere memorizing of
JSacts,nor by the teacher’s hearing verbal recitations from the memory. There
should ever be the continual reference to principles, the ever ready interroga-
tion, why ?

We would not disparage accuracy of memory. We helieve in the frequent
repetition and revision of subjects with a view to habits of intellectual aceu-
racy. We wonld cast no reflections against the education of the memory. It
deserves all of the cultivation that it receives, but to make it merely a store-
house of the brain for words, dates and minute particulars without principles
and reasons, is only to lumber the mind with trash that will never be very
profitable.”’

School Commitiee—A. F. Bearp, Wintiam Ricg, E. Rrep.

Harrrorp.—The report from a second member of the Committee
of this town came too late to be connected with a previous extract.
The present one believes that ‘ flattery ”’ will not be useful, and
thus utters his thounghts with plainness on the needs of the
schools :

¢« If the delivering of flattery alone, at every annual town meeting, would
ingure a good education to every scholar in our schools, it might be an induce-
ment to the Committee to waive the more sober truths, and attend to that
only. But the history of the past gives us no assurance of that fact. That
there are many evils attending our schools, retarding in a great measure their
prosperity and progress, will be evident to any one who will examine the
facts. But a few years ago many of our schools were taught by resident
teachers, both male and female. At the present time we find not a resident
male teacher in town, and but two out of the fourteen schools the past Win-
ter, taught by teachers residents of our own town ; while within a few years
we bave added 50 per cent. to the money for their support. Why this fact?
Is it bevause those who should have filled the places of the persons employed
at that time have, by the rapid strides of our schools, been fitted for and
passed to nobler and more honorable occupations, or have none come forward
to fill their places? That the latter is the case I think you will find by care-
ful inquiry. That we have a far less number that we term advanced schol-
ars ; that the grade of scholarship is below that of ten years ago; that our
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schools certainly degenerate, is too true. And why is it? Awmong other
reasons let me say, that our standard for the qualifications of teachers is too
low ; that the idea #o prevalent with many, ¢ that our school is a backward
one, and can be taught by a teacher of very limited qualifications,” is one of
the most erroneous ideas that can exist. If there is a school that needs the
resuscitating care and influence of an energetic and thorough teacher, it is the
backward one. Another reason, Hartford is too well noted in other towns
as being the fown to which the young aspirant of sixteen may go to try his
luck at teaching, and win the money, whether he leaves any equivalent in the
way of services rendered or not. Is there no remedy? Districts should claim
that their agents shall have as much interest in selecting a teacher, and make
as much inquiry to learn whether he is qualified for his trust or not, as he
would in selecting a man to work on his land. That the education of his
children is of as much importance as the cultivation of his farm, he would
bardly deny. It should not be a matter of indifference to any agent what
kind of a teacher he employs. He should seek for the best and hire no
other.

Parents should visit their schools. T believe it is not only their privilege,
but a duty which they have no moral right to shun. They have no other
business that they will intrust wholly to another. 1s the education of their
children of less importance, that causes this indifference? If it was known
that the parents would be present at the examinations of our schools, it would,
in most cases, stimulate both teacher and scholars to new life and action ; and
parents would soon learn the difference between the true teacher and one of
the opposite class—to appreciate one and guard against the other.

In every branch of business there must be a fountain-head, from which it
derives its sustenance or support, and especially is this the case with schools.
And when you eee our rivers turn in their courses, and flow back to the hills
and mountains, to form the little brooks and rills from which they derive their
mighty waters ; when you see all nature change, and effect produce cause ;
then you will see our schools what they should be, and what they might be,
without the united efforts of parents, teachers and Commitice in their behalf,
and not till then. Shall we not then come manfully to their support ?"

School Commitee—MosES ALLEY.

HarvowerL.—The report refers to the low wages of teachers, and

is earnest in its appeal for the advance of a true education, intel-
lectual and moral.
+ ¢ We are employing our teachers at a very low rate of compensatjon, com-
pared with the wages paid in almost every other kind of business. Whether
we can continue to obtain suitable teachers at theee rates, is another question
to be solved hereafter.

It would seem that we need no other inducement to excite us to renewed
and persevering exertions to maintain and imyprove our public schools, than
the consideration how large a part of the youth in the community have no
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other means of acquiring aum education to fit them for life and its duties.
Probably more than five hundred different children are in attendance upon the
sehools in our city a portion of each year. Some attend one term only, some
two, others the whole time. The uverage time these children have for obtain-
ing their school education does not exceed ten years. At the end of that period
they arc succeeded by an entirely new sct of scholars, who, in their turn re-
ceive their training in the elements of knowledge in these iastitutions, and
pass out to make place for others.

A solemn and weighty responsibility rests upon the community with regard
to the right training up of the young, who are born and are to be reared in
our midst, for weal or wo. Much depends upon the schools where they are
educated, for the development of their intellectual powers and the discipline
of their minds. And although they must necessarily receive their moral
training mainly from parental influence and teaching, aided by Sabbath schools
and religious inetruction, yet the Common School teacher has no unimportant
part to perform in moulding the moral character of the rising generation.
How needful, then, that our schools should be properly cared for, not only by
school officers, hut by parents and others who have the welfare of the country at
heart ! In the plastic years of youth, characters are to be formed for life and
for the life to come; for when the habits are fixed and the Lieart hardened by
the lapse of years, it is ¢ easier for the Ethiopian to change his skin or the
leopard his spots, than for him who is accustomed to do evil to learn to do
well.”

School Committee—H. K. BARER.

Harpswerr,—The schools were not fully visited, but are believed
to have been about the same as heretofore. Faulty parents, and
the evils of truancy are plainly censured.

¢ Your Committee would respectfully submit the foregoing statistics of the
schools, believing that, under the circumstances, it would be impossible to
satisfy themsclves even, if they attempted to report each separate school more
definitely. Circumstances over which they have had no control, have pre-
vented them from making more than one visit to many of the schools, conse-
quently they are not prepared to speak of the improvement in a very decided man-
ner ; they believe, however, that the schools, taken as a whole during the past
year, will come up to an average with former years. Some districts have been
very furtunate in the selection of teachers for both the summer and winter
terms, whhile others have besn less fortunate, or perhaps we should eay the
character of the scholars in the districts has prevented good teachers from
keeping profitable terms.

The Cummittee are constrained to believe that some of the unprofitable
schools are made so by the parents not seconding the teachers’ endeavors, but
rather encouraging the children in their resistance to proper scheol discipline,
aud a lack of proper parental authority at home.
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The Committee can hardly feel justified in closing these remarks without
allading to a serious evil which exists in more or less of the districts in town,
that of truant children. There are many children, whose parents neglect to
send them to the public schools, provided by a wise provision of our republican
institutions, but are allowed to grow up in ignorance and vice, to be, perhaps,
a scourge to the rising generation ; and they believe it to be the duty of the
town to move in this matter, and henefit themselves hy rescuing these chil-
dren from the ruin to which their idle and vicious habits will certainly lead
them, if not prevented by proper aud definite munieipal action.”’

School Committee—L. H. Stovir, Wu. C. Eartox.

Porrranp.—This report gives a good account of the educational
progress in this city, where the interests of Common Schools have
been sustained with an enlightened liberality, and the judicious ap-
plication of means. The disasters of the memorable conflagration,
whereby several of the school buildings of this city were destroyed,
haveimpeded, only for a tims, the activities that have done and even
now are doing very much for the instruction of the young. The
High School, under the present efficient teacher, it rapidly leaving
its experimental state for its expected success. The other schools
have been good, though from the force of circumstances some have
been superior to others. The concluding observations are here
reproduced, as valuable and suggestive :

‘¢ The exigencies of the age in which we live demand that this subject of ed-
ucation should have a yet more engrossing hold upon the popualar mind. We
are passing through scenes which are testing most severely the strength of our
republican institutions and government. It is true the tumult of war has
ceased, but there is now, and will be for years to come, a conflict of opinions
and ideas. Aund this conflict is to be carried on, not merely in the halls of
legislation, and among statesmen, but it will extend to every community
throughout the land, and to our own firesides. The mightiest questions at
issue are to have their final adjustment by the people. If they are intelligent
and virtuous we have nothing to fear. Such a people can be trusted and will
be found equal to any emergency. e whose intellect is more comprehensive
than ours, and who is wiser than all men, has said, ¢ Wisdom and knowledge
shall be the stability of thy times.” But this wisdom and knowledge should
be diffusive like the light, and pervade all communities, all families, all indi-
vidoal minds. Grave and important as are the questions for this generation
to settle, there may be others still more grave and important to be considered
by the next. There will be needed then all the wisdom and virtue of a people
who shall have becn thoroughly trained from their youth, and universally edua-
cated. Provision should be made for the enlightenment of every expanding
intellect. W hatever the race to which it may belong, or the complexion the
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child may wear, beneath the exterior isa soul whose windows should be opened
to the light of intelligence and truth. And for this, nothing is so well adapt-
ed as a well-organized, well-arranged system of free public schools. Our
work, and the work of this genceration should be, to mature such a system to
the greatest possible extent, and transmit it, as the best legacy and richest
inheritance to posterity.’”

L]
Secretary of the School Commitiee—S. B. Brcxerr.

Remarks oN THE REPORTS.

The caretul reader of the foregoing Extracts will at once per-
ceive them to have been written by persons interested in the sub-
jeet that bas given this employment to their thoughts and pens.
1n some cases the interesi may have been small; smaller, indeed,
than the momentous deposit of the welfare of the young in their
hands would allow. DBut in the majority of instances they rise up
to the measure of their obligations, and endeavor to throw their
influence in its fullest weight for the upholding and the increasing
improvement of the schools in their intellectual and moral relations.
Their office is often a thankless one. The compensation is but
trifling, compared with the thought, time and toil bestowed in the
work. They are often beset by questions as to the rights of
parents and scholars.. They are often censured, because in the
honest fulfilmeat of their duty they sometimes disappoint the wishes
of one or more fond pavents, who suppose their children do not
occupy the class or use the books occupied and used by others of
the same age, bui of better attainments. While they aim at con-
ciliation, they must be datiful. To be datiful they must be guided
by the law. Where that fails to be a specific guide in its letter,
they must use the discretion allowed to all executive officers, to be
applied to the constantly occurring new cases, for which no specific
provisioa has been made, but which must be met by the application
of cominon senss, acting in harmony with the spirit of the enact-
ment, and which may, if future need requires, become an enact-
ment itself. ‘

These reports are valuable ; they are the gatherers of the annual
experience of the State in this department. They show what is
doing. They tell of what has been done. They point out defects.
They mention necds. They give reproof, perhaps not always as
often as merited. They give encouragement to awaken hope and
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diligence in future days. They do not spare the parents when neg-
ligent or opposing ; and are scldom deficient in giving them praise
when the school-houses are good, cobperation is given to the
teacher, and the school is properly visited by the persons most in-
terested in the duve instruction of their children. If the spirit
which animates the Committees and teachers in general could per-
vade the minds of the leading men in the several districts, our
schools would rise to a higher level of attalament than they have
ever yet reached. Then we should not see and hear the remarks
that ““parents are often more of a hindrance than 2 help,” that
“they are never active about the schools, except to find faults in
the teacher;”” and that it is about time to have a new Commit-
tee ;”’ not because they have not been anxzious aud toilsome to pro-
mote the general yood, but as is not unfrequently the case, because
the complainers wish to carry out their own plans.

Durizs or Parents.

The foregoing remarks will recall atteution to oue conspicuous
feature in these extracts, in the neglect of parents and their common,
happily not yet quite universal, want of concurrent action with the
school agencies, as regards the general Committee, the district
agent, the teachers aud books. The reports generally, not indeed
all—for a very few speak in a different toue—are clear and distinct
in their expressions of this deficiency. It is sad to read them. Bat
a few comparatively are given in the extracts; but the inten-
tion has been to furnish enough to make the impression wherever
needed, that the great and disastrous lack in the true working of
our school department is to be found in the common want of par-
ental interest. Some parents have it, but do not express it in
any efficient way, lest they should be thought to be going be-
yond the bounds of their duty, and so guain dislike and censure.
Sometimes difficulties exist in the form of parties; and any mani-
festation of a trae interest would be regarded as tuking sides, and
o it is withheld. Many seem to thiuk that there is 4 certain charm
about the school by which the children will learn, without their
help ; while others still hold the opinion that tardiness and absence
do not hinder the progress of their children’s education.

These evils exist most largely in the portions of the State where
the population is somewhat sparse, and the schools are short. For
this reason they ought to be the more constantly attended, so that
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all the offered bensfits may be gained. But in all parts the interest
ought to Le such as will draw from the school all the profit which it is
capabable of affording. Let the right power be applied from the
source of parental love, and then the machinery of our schools will
work according to its design, and our sons and daughters will
grow up to be the supporters of the State and the ornaments of
gociety.

ScroorL Houses.

During the year forty-four edifices have been erected for the pur-
poses of education, at an expense of $25,609. This number and
cost are less than appeared in the report of the previous year. But
still it is encouraging. The smaller number may in part be ex-
plained by the indebtedness of the towns, occasioned by the late
civil war. As that indebtedness is diminished and the present
prosperity of the enterprises of business continues, the hope may
be entertained that the old, worn out, uncomfortable and almost
useless buildings which have served out their day, will be replaced
by commodious, atfractive and uscful houses, embracing the vari-
ous improvements of later years in convenience of access, arrang-
ment, seats, warmth and ventilation. In a good school-room the
power of a teacher is greatly multiplied. Disciplise is easier ; quiet
and order are better secured ; teaching goes on with less interrup-
tion and more directness; the scholars are more attentive, and by
these combinations more work is done and more profit gained.

- New structures have been built during the present year to be
reported hereafier. The Superintendent was present at the open-
ing of one of these at South Freepart, in which the beaunty of its
location and exterior appearance was fully equalled by its interior
arrangement for convenience to the scholars, and the efficiency of
their instructor. It was not built before it was needed  The old
building had done lung service ; bat its bad situation and its many
inconveniencies, added to its nuseemly looks, showed that its days
of usefulncss were ended.  The new building is creditable to the
liberality of the district and the skill of the architect; and cannot
fail to add more than its cost to the improvement of the children
and youth, who are to be gathered therein for many years to come,
Many other districts might supply their needs as well as has been
done here.
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Tae DistricT AGENTS.

Not ooly are good school houses required, but the agents chosen
to provide for their occupancy must be suited to thcir office. The
reports are constantly speaking of the need of the proper qualifica-
tions for this duty. On them depends the provision for the warmth
of the room, and the supply of articles needed for the work within
its walls. Upon them devolves the procurement of Teachers. To
them belongs the duty of giving notice to the Superintending
Committee of the times when each school will begin and close :—a
duty it may be feared, as the reports intimate, more often neg-
lected than performed. Each School Agent is required by the act
of 1865, to ‘‘ return to the Superintending School Committee, in
the month of April, annually, a certified list of the names and ages
of all persons in his district, from four to twenty-one years, as they
existed on the first day of s2id month, leaving out of said enumera-
tion all persons coming from other places to attend any college or
academy, or to Jabor in any factory, or at any manufacturing or
other business.”” It appears by complaints in some of the reports
that this direction has not been sufficiently heeded. The purposes
of the law are good, and it should be obeyed Complaints too are
made of the neglect to return the Registers to the Committee.
This is important, in as much as ““uo teacher shall be entitled to
pay for his services until the register of his school, properly filled
up, completed and signed, is depcsited with the School Committee,
or with a person designated by them to receive it’’ These pro-
visions of the law are here cited in the hope that the specified
duties may be the better fulfilled.

TARDINESS AND ABSENCES.

Scarcely any mention is more frequent in the reports than the
irregularity of attendance at the school-room. This appears in
the allowance of several days and sometimes the early weeks of the
term to pass away, before the appearance of & portion of the school
in the teacher’s presence; lateness of attendance at its several ses-
sions ; Jeaving the school by requested permission when the daties
of the morning or afternoon are half cowmpleted ; absences during
half or whole days, of more or less freqnent occurrence ; and a final
quitting in its last one, two or three weeks. All this is wrong ; if
not always wrong, it is generally, acd binders, much more than is
generally believed, the success of the teacher’s labors and the
welfare of the school in the whole, and of the faulty pupils in par-
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ticular. The teachers are troubled by the requests presented by
parents for the dismissal of scholars in the latter portion of the
day, generally at the time of recess; and they commonly feel that
these little bits of paper, asking for the release, are little bits of
mischief to the school and to the scholars dismissed. In one Pri-
mary school the report speaks of severteen of the parents in the
district, regularly asking for these dismissals before the close, on
the ground that they were needed for services at home. Doubt-
less in many cases they are given on the importunity of children,
who wish for the time to enjoy play on the green, a ramble in the
woods, or the joys of the ice pond, or similar sports, proper in
their season.

It may be difficult to say where the strict requisition of the law
would place scholars in relation to their attendance on the public
provisions for education. The State, through wise arrangements,
of taxation, districting and the proper officers, extends the means
of free education to all the children within her borders. By this
supreme authority the school-houses are open in great numbers,
and every year with increasing conveniences and new attractious.
Now shall these be neglected? The rich may educate elsewhere.
But all are not such; and it may be well questioned whether they
can be better tanght to be good citizens, than they can be where
our system is well developed, as it is in our cities, and as it could
be, if our people in the less populous and compact towns, would
put forth their energies in proportion to their means. But where
scholars go at all to the school, they should go constantly. No
break should be soffered in the continuance of attendance. If
necessary tardiness or absence occur, and they may, then let the
lessons be required to be made up; not so much because this sup-
ply may seem to be equal to the regular recitation, for it rarely,
almost never is; bat to mark with erphasis the disapproval of the
teacher, showing that such defects are noticeable by him, and will
be found in the general scholarship of thé pupil, when the sum and
privileges of the school-days are completed. If a few may neglect
these generous offers, more may ; and if more may, all may do the
same ; and so the mouey may be raised in vain; ignorance grow
apace, and savagery appreach in rapid strides.

The statute relating to truancy bears directly on this subject. It
gives to towns the power to enforce the attendance on the schouls,
where children are growing up without any lawful occupation and
in ignorance ; thus indicating the purpose of all school legislation.
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But the moral sense of a community ought to be enough to answer
this purpose, without recourse to compulsion, and every parent
ought to love his offspring so well as to endeavor to give them an
education better than he had himself. If he send them to the pub-
lic schools at all, he should cause them to yield conformity to its
regulations. He should know that such is the tendency of their
childish nature, that they feel a superiority when they are released
from the school, over those who are restrained to the rules; and
when dismissed at recess bear with them a spirit of triumph, be-
cause they are at liberty, while in their esteem the rest are still
held as prisoners. The school is injured by the abseuce of the
excused, because they are not improving. It is injured too by the
frequently uneasy feeling of the scholars, who would like and can-
not have the same release. Regularity and persistency are ever
useful ; and nowhere more so than in schools.

Tuae Drcimar System or WricHTS AND MEASURES.

Complaint has been sometimes made in the reports of our schools
that too much of the time of the scholars is exhausted in the study of
arithmetic, as though the chief purpose of instraction were to teach
the young how to compute mathematically, to acquire gain by
learning how to place relative values in juxta-position, and make
good bargains. The tendency to attain wealth is doubtless strong
in the New England mind. The climate and soil of our homes are
such as to stimulate enterprise, and require the power to calculate.
Mathematical studies strengthen the mind, and give it a power to
grasp other difficult propositions than are found in books of arith-
metic ; and therefore this study should have a prominent place in
the school-days of our children.

But it is thought that the study of history and some matters of
natnral science, should have a larger share of attention, even to
the diwivishing of the time usuvally devoted to arithmetical studies.
As our children are to be trained vp to be citizens, it is indeed of
great importance that they should know what have been the strug-
gles of onr country to secure the invaluable privileges of our national
inheritance. By knowing the cost of a nation, twice saved, they
will the better love their birthright. In their manhood they will
maintain its rights, and in danger will spring to the rescue, as have
done their kindred in the late convulsion, with a readioess, zeal,
and patriotic determination, that have placed us where it may be
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believed no future storm of war will desolate our homes of happi-
ness and the fields of our prosperity.

But if our arithmetics were, in one respect, differently construct-
ed, the pupils would go through the mysteries thereof with more
ease and profit, and so gain time for other studies fitted to expand
and fill the mind with other truths. If the ‘ decimal system’’ of
notation could be introduced into the transactions of business, and
80 become a requisite part of the course of instruction in the Com-
mon School rooms of our land, a great relief would be gained. The
tables of ‘“ weights and measures,” which are among the hardships
of the young pupils in the arithmetic, would be forever removed
from their path. We see at once the benefit of the ‘“ decimal sys-
tem” in our table of federal money, as contrasted with the cumber-
some method of pounds, shillings and pence, pressing on our an-
cestors previously to the war of the American Revolution, remaining
for years afterwards to perplex the community ; and even now a
trouble to our scholars, because we cannot yet fully break away
from the traditions of the fathers, and because these traditions ap-
pear the strongest in the affections of the persons who make the
books.

This improved system of notation, as referred to above, is hap-
~ pily no new thought in the mind of our State, as expressed by leg-
islative action. The resolution on this subject, March 2, 1860, is
one of the best arguments that can be used in favor of a change to
the easier mode. Its simple statements are as forcible as logic.
It declares the present inconveniences of the prevalent mode, when-
it says, in the preamble, that ‘“ there, exists throughout the civil-
ized world divers unequal, incongruous and inconvenient systems
of weights, measures and currencies, without a proper basis or any
uniform rates of divisions and multiples; thus subjecting the-
scholar, the teacher and the man of business to numerous and need-
less perplexities in computation and in trade.” It declares that-
“a reform in regard to these inequalities and irregularities is de--
manded by the highest interests of education and commerce,” and:
invokes, through our Senators and Representatives, the aid of Con-
gress in establishing the desired uniformity.

Public attention had been called to the subject at various times,
from the days of Washington and onward. An able report was
made by Mr. Adams in 1821, and other communications have been
made t) Congress since that time. In 1863 a congress, in which:
nearly all the nations of Europe were represented, and our own,

9
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was held at Berlin, and much information has since been spread on
the subject.

It may be thought an inconvenience to make the change ; but no
greater than the inconvenience of going on as heretofore. Indeed
it would be far less, taken in all its bearings; and posterity would
bless the generation that effects the alteration. Ourschools would
at once feel the benefit, and commercial transactions would gain
largely by escaping perplexity and saving time, which is equiva-
lent to money.

It may be inquired when, after so long a consideration, begin-
ning with the infancy of our republic, shall the change begin?
What better time than now, when the reconstruction of our nation
is the engrossing thought in the public mmd ? Let the era be marked
with a reconstruction of our tables of weights, measures and cur-
rencies, and the coming generations of our pupils, while under tui-
tion and in the busy years of manhood, will be grateful for the
wisdom which simplified their arithmetic and made it easier in the
learning and its applications to real life. The World’s Exposition
of Industry at Paris, in 1867, will afford an opportunity for the in-
terchange of thoughts on this subject. If our government could
be represented by a commissioner to carry the views long held in
our country, to meet others of the different nations, much mighf
be done to accelerate the desirable change.

ANSWERS T0 INQUIRIES.

In connection with the blanks sent out to the Committees of the
several towns in the State, two questions were added ; one as to
the success of female teachers employed in winter schools, as com-
pared with male teachers in previous terms; and the other as to
the degree of interest entertained and expressed by parents in the
educational affairs of their respective districts. These inquiries
seemed pertinent to the welfare of the young. For if female teach-
ers can do as well as those of the opposite sex, the smaller expen-
diture for the payment of their services will allow longer terms of
instruction in the different seasons of the year; and therefore the
advantage will be decidedly in favor of securing their aid in the
winter season. And if parents will throw their support into the
common cause, with unanimity and earnestness, the good teachers
will be urged onward by the general sentiment to use their best
powers in drawing forth the latent energies of the youthful mind.



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 181

Indeed teachers, somewhat less than good, will be helped upward
to a better condition, by the uniform good will of the neighborhood.
Their mind is like that of all persons. Encouragement, like lubri-
cating oil to machinery, helps all their powers te work the more
easily and directly to the.purpose. But if they are censured and
opposed they are placed at great disadvantages in their work. If
only cold and averted looks meet their eye, and they have the feel-
ing that they are regarded as fulfilling their engagement inade-
quately, they lose the spirit of their calling, and their work is liable
to languish in their hands,

These thoughts have been suggested in a previous part of this
Report, and they are here brought in as introductory to answers
given to the proposed inquiries. Many of the Committees have
given no replies, and therefore it has not heen deemed necessary
to give them statistically. The following are a specimen, and
afford an instructive variety :

First, as to the employment of female teachers in the winter.
‘“The females rank as high, or higher in all cases, than males.”
‘ The result is generally unfavorable.” ‘“Our experience is that
females can be employed for less wages, thereby making our schools
longer, and their success has been equally as good as the average
of male teachers in this term.”” ¢“ The result has been favorable in
our small orderly schools.”” ‘As a general thing female teachers
have not been so successful as we would like to see.” ¢ In some
cases the result has been satisfactory ; in others not.” ‘“Several
of our winter schools were taught by females ; most of them suc-
ceeded quite well. The Committee are of the opinion that large
schools, composed of large boys, should be placed under the instruc-
tion of male teachers.” ¢ Great dissatisfaction both among scholars
and parents.”” ‘“Unfavorable.”” ¢« Good.” ¢ Fully as successful
under the care of females as formerly under males.”  ““As a general
thing, the result is beneficial.”” ‘“A success.”” “On the whole
satisfactory ; much more so than in former years.” ‘The result
the past year has not been so satisfactory as formerly. Many dis-
tricts seem to require a change. Our convictions are that a con-
tinuation of female teachers would not bring our schools up to that
standard that an occasional change would.”” “It has had an ex-
ceedingly unfavorable influence.”” ¢ They have uniformly been
very successful ; quite as much so as male teachers.” “ We pre-
fer male teachers as a general thing for the winter schools, there
being some few in most of our schools who do not come under the
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government of females very readily.”” ¢ Female teachers succeed
well where the people of the district are in favor of employing
them, and they are generally much better qualified to teach.”

Second, as to the interest of parents. ““In most districts the
parents exert a good influence in relation, to their school, and the
school is generally a success. But some unfortunate districts are
always in a fever, and their schools suffer in consequence.” ‘“ They
visit our schools but very seldom, and take but little interest
any way.” ‘“Ta some districts they do make out to appear at the
closing examination, by considerable extra exertion and importu-
nity on the part of the teacher.”” ‘“ Parents generally interest
themselves quite too little in the welfare of the schools, but they
have rarely thrown obstacles in the way of their success.” ¢ The
parents do very well in raising money ; and, in some districts, in-
terest themselves in favor of the teachers and scholars; while a
great many intercst themselves to find out the faults of teachers,
and destroy their usefulness.” ‘“(enerally the parents are con-
tent to let the Committee manage the schools. Occasionally we
have difficnlties from the interference of parents with school gov-
ernment.”  ““As a general thing in favor of their success, although
in some instances it has been otherwise.” ““Too often carelessly
indifferent.” ¢ Very indifferent.”” ‘ In favor, with few excep-
tions.”  “‘Are anxious to have good schools, but exert themselves
but little.” ““In favor generally, some instances against.”” “ They
are not interested.””  ‘* Parents of this town are very much inter-
ested, and take measures for the success of the schools.””  * Gener-
ally against.” ¢ More generally against their success.” ‘“Against.”
¢« Generally in favor of the success of the schools, and do all they
can for their support.”

There appears to be a nearly uniform relation between the suc-
cess of females in winter schools and the enlightened interest man-
ifested by the districts in their support. Tt is not always the case,
however. But it is easy to see that where the people are awake
to the prosperity of education, there the means and appliances will
be fully supplied, and as a consequence better teachers will be
secured by teachers of either sex. Sometimes the young female
teachers of the summer terms are transferred to the harder service
of the winter, and their age and inexperience are unsuited to their
task. But where the qualifications are such as are requisite for
the work, and encouragement is given, and ¢ the big boys’’ are
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willing to learn from a female instructor, then all the elements of
a good school can be had, and a blessing be left behind.

Tre NorMAL SCHOOL— ADDITIONAL.

The materials of the following statement were not placed in my
hands at a date early enough to secure their appropriate place in
immediate connexion with the part of this Report relating to the
Normal School at Farmington. The action of its early friends
here presented, while furnishing an interestimg portion of the his-
tory of that institution, and therefore worthy to be placed on
record, is also pertinent, as coinciding with the statement made
by the Principal in his Report, on page 14, ante, and will aid the
Legislature in their views of the proper proceedings to be had in
securing the permanency aund prosperity of this valuable auxiliary
to the education of our commonwealth

© Statement.

On the Tth of February, 1863, the Trustees of Farmington
Academy, by vote, directed the Secretary to prepare a memorial
and petition to the Legislature, then in session, for the establish-
ment of a State Normal School in that place, and to offer in aid
thereof the academy lot, building, apparatus, library, and three
thousand dollars of its fund:;, on condition that the State should
erect suitable buildings for the same, and continue said school at
least five years; and in case the State should at any time with-
draw its support of such school, the property offered, and such
additions as should have been made by the State, to revert to the
Trustees, to be administered by them under their charter. In
pursuance of this vote, a petition and memorial were prepared and
forwarded to the Legislature in the same month of February, 1863.
Tt is believed this action of the Trustees, and the influence of the
Trustees as a board, for the establishment of a State Normal
School, were duly considered by the Legislature, and among other
things led to the passage of the act of 1863, providing for the
establishment of two State Normal Schools, and a commission to
locate them, &c. June 3, 1863, the Secretary was directed by
vote of the Board of Trustees to prepare and forward to the Com-
mittee appointed by the Governor and Council to locate the Nor-
mal Schools, provided for by the act of the 25th March, 1863, a
grant of the use of the property belonging to the academy, in con-
formity to the act aforesaid. In June the Committee reported to
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the Governor ard Council in favor of the location of one of the
schools at Farmington, on the terms offered by the Trustees. It
was not till the 9th October, 1863, that the Trustees were notified
that the Governor and Council had approved the action of the
Comumittee, on condition that the ‘ Trustees of Farmington Acad-
emy will furnish, without expense to the State, suitable buildings
for the instruction of two hundred pupils for the term of at least
five years, the same to be completed and ready for occupation by
the 15th of August, 1864.”” Short as the time was, the Trustees
with great encrgy proceeded to make preparations for erecting a
brick building, which, with the repair of the wooden structure,
would afford the desired accommodation; and it having been im-
practicable to complete it in season, the first term of the school
was held in a commodious hall furnished by the Trustees. The
Trustees have expended more than eight thousand dollars in the
erection and furnishing the buildings now occupied, exceeding the
available funds of the institution by three thousand five hundred
dollars, raised by them on a mortgage of the property. While all
the Trustees heartily codperated in the work, it is due to Mr.
A. P. Kelsey, the first Principal, to say that he devoted a year’s
time in laboring for the establishment of the school and superin-
tending the building operations, without compensation. It was
on his suggestion that the Trustees took the initiatory measures
herein before stated.

The wisdom of this action at Farmington, and its acceptance by
the State, has been constantly becoming more and more apparent.
The increasing prosperity of this seminary, and its widening hold
upon the many candidates for the office of teacher, are abundaut
indications of its filling a place in the present posture of our edu-
cational affairs, which should never hereafter become vacant, or be
left without efficient and generous support.

CoNCLUSION,

In concluding this Thirteenth Annual Report to your Excellency
and the honorable Council, and the Second in my term of office, I
cannot but express the sincere belief that the interests of educa-
tion are prospering in our State. The indications are to be seen
in the success which has followed the opening of a Normal School ;
the better school-houses erected from year to year; the amount of
money raised ; the desire for a better class. of teachers; the gen-
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erally improved working of the individual schools, admirably
shown in their highest grades; and, would it could be said, the
increasing interest of parents, which while gaining, is yet far be-
hind the sacred obligations owed to their offspring, whose happi-
ness and prosperity in life, and temporal and eternal welfare, are
largely dependent on the training to be secured in youthful days.
We are engaged in their education, not for our State alone, but for
other parts of our Union, whither the spirit of enterprise and emi-
gration is bearing them away, year by year. This loss by their
departure we must still sustain, until the proper efforts are made
to turn our natural advantages to good account, and make our
waterfalls, our forests, our quarries and mines the agencies for de-
taining our population at home, and thus add the stirring avoca-.
tions of business to the attractions of our natural scenery. Our
schools, if carried on according to the wise design of the State,
will be its great ornament, in which will shine the intellectual and
moral worth of our people, irradiated by the light of our blessed
religion. They will tend to sustain and confirm our institutions,
which patriotism loves, and has secured at the cost of untold
treasures, anxieties and bloody conflicts, and which can be pre-
served and transmitted to posterity for its good, only through the
acceptance and expression of the principles revealed by the Great
Teacher from on high.

EDWARD BALLARD, Brunswick.
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STUDENTS.

RESIDENT GRADUATES.

HNames.
Hayes, Ellen M.
Stewart, Hannah B.
Vaughan, Mira Q.

LADIES.
Bixby, Electa W.

Dyer, Susie M.
Goodwin, Mary L.
Huse, Abbie L.
Lowell, Julia E.
Morrill, Emma M.
Parsons, Adella C.

Toothaker, Olivia M.

Atkinsgn, Hattie,
Bisbee, Maria H.
Bugbee, Mary R.
Hayden, Jennie M.
Leland, Emma C.
Lord, Mary O.
Morton, Ella,
Pearce, Anna D. W.
Rackliff, V. Addie,
Rich, Ruth G.
Stevens, Addie R.
Stevens, Etta P.

P. 0. Address.
Farmington,

do.
Farmington Falls,

SENIOR CLASS.

Anson,
New Sharon,
Dresden,
Farmington,

do.
Farmington Falls,
North Chesterville,
East Holden,

SECOND CLASS.
Farmington,
Canton,

North Perry,
Raymond,
Farmington,
Springvale,
N. New Portland,
Eastport,
Industry,
Canton,
Lewiston,

do.

County.
Franklin.

do.

do.—3.

Somerset,
Franklin.
Lincoln.
Franklin.

do.

do.

do.
Penobscot.—S8.

Franklin.
Oxford.
Washington.
Cumberland.
Franklin.
York,
Somerset.
Washington.
Fraunklin.
Oxford.
Androscoggin.
do.



CATALOGUE.

SECOND CLASS, (Coxmyuep.)

Names.
LADIES.
Swan, Olive H.
Twycross, Lillie S.

Thayer, Sarah C.

Walker, Priscilla S.

GENTLEMEN.
Bisbee, Charles M.

Ferguson, George A.

Hayes, Edmund,
Hayes, Mellen,
Jackson, John,
Knapp, Jerome B.
Knight, Joseph W.
Roberts, John G.
Sweet, John A.
Taylor, Austin W.
Tukey, Alonzo P.
Woodbury, Roliston,

LADIES.

Harris, Joanna W,
Riply, M. Nettie,
Skinner, Carrie,
Smith, Lucilla E.

Tarbox, Josephine L.

Taylor, Frances E.
Whittier, E. Vodisa,

GENTLEMEN.
Dyke, George K.
Titcomb, Hiram,
Tozier, Orlando E.

P. 0. Address.

New Sharon,
Dresden,
Mechanic Falls,

New Sharon,

Canton,

North Alfred,

Farmington,
do.

Alfred,

N. New Portland,

Windham,

Farmington,
do.

Byron,

Windham,

Sweden,

THIRD CLASS.

New Sharon,

Farmington,
do.

New Sharon,

Westport,

Norridgewock,

Farmington Falls,

Sebago,
Farmington,

Anson,

County.

‘Franklin,

Lincoln.
Androscoggin.
Franklin,.—16.

Oxford.
York.
Franklin.

do.
York.
Somerset.
Cumberland.
Franklin.

do.
Oxford.
Cumberland.
Oxford.

Franklin.

do.

do.

do.
Lincoln,
Somerset.
Franklin.—7.

Cumberland.
Franklin.

Somerset.—3.
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Names.
LADIES.

Atkinson, Alma,
Bixby, Lizzie M.
Brown, Emeline M.
Bui‘r, Persis K.
Copeland, Lizzie M.
Ferguson, M Abbie,
Gilmore, Angie,
Greaton, Annie M.
Haynes, Nellie M.
Jones, Abbie J.
Marvel, Flora,
Sawyer, Emma F.
Stone, Mary T.
Tufts, Louisa H.
‘Walker, Abbie J.
‘Whittier, Ann V.

GENTLEMEN.
Bixby, John W.

Brown, Rice,
French, Charles O.
Hunter, James T.

- Mooar, Alphonso,
Pease, Daniel,
Pinkham, Nahum B.
Rowe, Charles H.

L IES.
Bicknell, Mary D.
Ch;urch, Florence A.
Copeland, Clara T.

CATALOGUE.

FOURTH CLASS.

P. 0. Address.

North Anson,
Norridgewock,
Vienna,
Holden,

do.
North Alfred,
Searsport,
Farmington,
Anson,
Farmington,

do.
Madison,
South Paris,
Farmington,

Anson,

Madison,

Anson.

Vienna.

West Bethel.
Farmington.
Farmington Falls,
Wilton,

Anson,

New Sharon,

JUNIOR CLASS.

Madison,
Phillips,
Brewer,

County.

Somerset.
do.

Kennebec.

. Penobscot.

do.
York.
Waldo.
Fraoklin.
Somerset.
Franklin.

do.
Somerset.
Oxford.
Franklin.
Somerset.

do.—16.

Somerset.
Kennebec.
Oxford.
Franklin.

do.

do.
Somerset.
Franklin.—8.

Somerset.
Franklin.
Penobscot.
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JUNIOR CLASS3, (CoxriNuED.)

Names.
LADIES.
Crossman, Emma L.

Dolley, Thirza H.
French, Annie M.
Gilman, Clara E.
Gordon, Ella M.
Grows, Prudie E.
Ham, Hattie O.
Hinckley, Clara A.

ITobbs, Temperance S.

Huse, Fannie W,
Huse, Mary J.
Larrabee, Eloise,
Larrabee, Ellen,
Marvell, Ella,
Merrill, Emma L.
Miller, Hattie E.
Norwood, Addie E.
Peunell, Mary E.
Pinkham, Nancy M.
Reed, Julia F.
Reed, Laura A.
Reed, Mary C.
Stanley, Emma,
Stevens, Clar. S.
Tufts, Flora A.
Tufts, Mahala R.
Walker, Louise L.
Waugh, Ellen T
Weston, Lucilla P.
Wood, Maora F.

P. 0. Address.

Lisbon Falls,
Gray,

South Chesterville,

Anson,

Farmington Falls,

Brunswick,

Leeds Junction,

Wilton,

South Berwick,

Strong,

do.
Gorham,

do.
Farmington,
St. Albans,
East Wilton,
Phipsburg,
Gray,

Anson,

" Springfield,

Phillips,

do.
Farmington,
Carthage,
Farmington,

do.
Rockland,
Starks,
Madison,
Starks,

County.

Androscoggin.
Cumberland.
Franklin.
Somerset,.
Franklin.
Cumberlat.ld.
Androscoggin.
Franklin.
York.
Franklin.

_do.

’ Oumberland.

do.
Franklin.
Somerset.
Franklin.
Sagadahoc.
Cumberland.
Somerset.
Penobscot.
Franklin.

do.

do.

do.

do.

do.
Knox.
Somerset.

do.

do.—33.
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JUNIOR CLASS, (CoxtiNUED.)

Names. P. 0. Address. County.

GENTLEMEN.
Chick, Charles G. Lebanon, York.
Cole, William H. Smithfield, Somerset,
Coolidge, Hiram B. North Jay, Franklin.
Goding, Joseph A. Bean’s Corner, do.
Goodrich, George I. ~~ New Sharon, do.
Hotbrook, Jorenzo L.  Starks, Somerset.
Lyford, Frank O. St. Albans, do.
Merrill, Milton L. do. do.
Patterson, Thomas B.  North Anson, do.
Reed, Samuel H. Springfield, Penobécot.
Sampson, Alden, . St. Albans, Somerset.—11.

SUMMARY OF STUDENTS FOR THE FALL TERM.

Resident Graduates, . . . . 3
Senior Class, . . . . . 8
Second Class, . . . . . 28
Third Class, . . . . .10
Fourth Class, . . . . .24
Junior Class, . . . . . 44
Names not given above, 4

Total, . . . . . 121

SUMMARY FOR THE YEAR.

Winter Term, . . . . . 51
Spring Term, . . . . . 119

Fall Term, . . . . . 121
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