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FORTY--TIIIllJJ LEGISLATUl{~~. 
SENATE. No. 3. 

RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 

To the Governor of the State of JJf.aine : 

The Railroad Commissioners respectfully submit the following 
Report of the examinations made by them of the different railroads 
in this State. 

During the past summer the Commissioners have made a very 
thorough examination of the railroads in the State, with a view of 
ascertaining the exact condition of each road in regard to the safety 
of the bridges, culverts, iron and sleepers, and of every part of 
said railroads, the neglect of which would endanger the lives of 
passengers passing over, or of the employees engaged upon them. 

vY e regret the uecessity of reporting that in one or two instances 
the roads were not found in such a state of repair as would justify 
the Cornmissimrnrs in issuing a certificate of safety until certain 
requirements were complied with, while in others the general con
dition of the roads evidenced that every precaution was taken to 
insure the safo passage of trains, proving conclusively that the 
managers of these last named roads have a higher regard for the 
safety and convenienc.e of travellers passing over them than for 
the mere paper showing largely increased net profits made by neg
lecting the necessary and proper repairs. 

The unexpected and unexampled prmiperity which has attended 
every department of business and trade for the last two years, has 
affected the railroad interests of the State more perhaps than any 
other, as is shown by the greatly increased receipts for passengers 
and freight; and the demand for increased facilities for transporta
tion, the transportation of men and material for the government, 
and the largely increased travel incident to the great contest now 
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2 SENATE-No. 3. 

waging,· has taxed the carrying capacity of our railroads to its 
utmost extent, while the facilities for obtaining iron and rolling 
stock for the necessary repairs and replacements have been pro
portionately diminished, owing to the great demand of the govern
ment for material of the same character, and the universal demand, 
all over the country, consequent upon the scarcity of labor and a con
tinually expanding business. While the above mentioned considera
tions m·ay be urged, perhaps with some degree of fairness, as rea
sons why certain defects are found in the railroads having their 
whole length and termini within our State boundaries, they certainly 
cannot be advanced with any show of justice as a sufficient excuse 
for neglecting the repairs of a road having between six hun_dred and 
seven hundred miles of its line in a neighboring province, where it 
is acknowledged that labor is cheap and there is no unusual drain 
upon its material resources. At ali events, the fact that there is 
this great demand upon the working capacity of the railroads in 
this State, calls for uncommon care and watchfulness on the part 
of the managers and employees, and for greater vigilance. on the 
part of the State officers under whose supervision they are placed. 

We are unable to include in this report the statistics of the bus
iness and expenses of the sever~l railroads, as in some instances 
the r~ports have not been published, and in others have not been 
received. · 

The principal defects disclosed by the examinations of the past 
summer were found in the rails and sleepers, although a few of the 
bridges on some of the roads exhibited a negligence or want of 
care on the part of the managers in the highest degree reprehensi
ble, if not criminal. No argument nor moti've of economy can jus
tify the pr.tctice of allowing defective or rotten timber to remain in 
important structures after the strength of the timber is materially 
impaired. It would be far better to renew a structure prematurely 
than to sacrifice one life through a false notion of economy. 

The examinatjon commenced with the Atlantic & St. Lawrence 
Railroad on the first day of,J UJ1e, the Commissioners passing ov.er 
the entire line of the roar( on foot and by hand-car, from the State 
line in Gilead to Portland. The bridges, culverts and cattle guards 
on this road were found to b~ in excellent condition, and it is but 
simple justice to say that the above mentioued structures, taken as 
whole, are perhaps superior to those of any other railroad in the 
State. A b.rge proportion of the snperstructures of the bridges 

... 



MILITARY ROAD. 3 

STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

There are two through routes of travel between Calais on the 
St. Croix river, and Bangor on the Penobscot: one called "The 
Shore Route," very cfrcuitons, passing through the towns of Ma
chi'as, Cherryfield and Ellsworth, the other called the "Air Line 
Route,'' passing thf.ough the towns of Baileyville, .Alexander, 
Beddington, Aurora, and other towns, to Bangor. On the first 
named route, the mail conveyance leaves Calais at ten o'clock, 
.A. M., travelling most of the following night, arrives at Bangor the 

I second day, at from four to eight o'clock, P. JIL On the "air line" 
route, it leaves Calais ·at the same hour, t~avels all -night, and 
reaches Bangor at from six to ten o'clock the next clay. Failing .. 
to arrive at Bangor at half-past seven, misses the railroad ·trnin. 
from Bangor west, and on Saturdays is detained until Monday in. 
that city. 

The mails from the eastern British Provinces pass over the· air. 
line route, the distributing office being at Calais. 

There are several long and precipitous hiUs on .the air line :road, . 
which render it unsuitable for transportation of heavy articles. 
The principal travel in the winter season from the eastern British 
Provinces is over this road, and more or less of it during the whole 

. year. The number of passengers passing between Calais and 
Bangor daily, in the mail conveyances, is estimated at fifteen both. 
ways. This number would be much increased if there were an 
easier and better road. The present cost of transporting the mails . 
between Calais and Bangnr on this route is about $4,700. 

There is now in operation a railroad from Calais to Princeton, a 
distance of.twenty-one mi1es, and one from Bangor to Milford, a 
distance of thirteen miles. The, distance from the depot in Milford 
to the depot in Princeton is fifty-nine miles, fourteen of which, 
through Milford and part of Greenfield, are now travelled to a 
point where the location of the Milford and Princeton Turnpike 
commences, near Mr. ·white's house, in Greenfield. The distance 
of the line of the turnpike to be made to connect the Milford and 
Princeton railroads is forty-five miles. 
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repairs. These officers of the road appeared anxious to do all in 
their power to comply with the reqi1ireme11ts of the Commissioners, 
but failed from time to time to satisfy us that ar1y progress was 
being made-the impossibility of procuring iron being alleged as 
the reason for delay. This may have Leen sufficient excuse during 
the past summer, but the fact that the repair of the road has been 
neglected heretofore from year to year, and that it iB 1iow in an 
unsafe condition, consequent upon such neglect, iu the opi11ion of 
Commissioners cannot be excused. 'I1he following order was issued 
at the adjourned meeting of the Board, on the eleventh day of 
August, 1863 : 

STATE OF ~IAJNE. 

Board of Railroad Gommi8sioners, sitting by adjournment at Port
land, in the county of Cumberland, this eleventh day of .August, 
1863. 

In May, A. D., 1863, said Board gave two weeks notice by pub
lishment in the Kennebec Journal, that being the State paper, that 
one of said Board would attend at the station of the Atlantic & 
St. Lawrence Railroad Company, in Portland, on the first day of 
June, 1863, for the purpose of making the examination prescribed 
by the act approved March 19, 1801, additional to secure the 
safety and convenience of travellers on railroads. Or1 said first 
day of June, A. W ... Wildes, one of said Board, attended at the 
place aforesaid, and thence proceeded, among other examinations 
on said road, along the track of said road, northerly, to the west 
line of the State, near. the station of said company in the town of 
Gilead. Said Wildes, at the examination aforesaid, found defects 
in said track and the culverts thereof; which in his opinion would 
render the passage of passenger trains over said railroad and track 
hazardous, and he thereupon forthwith notified Solomon T. Corser, 
the superintendent of said mad, of said defects, and required him 
to shew cause why the same should not Le repaired. On the tenth 
day of June, A. D., 1863, said Corser appeared be:fore said Board, 
at Portland aforesaid, and said company also appeared, by Ph~neas 
Barnes, Esq., their attorney, and at the request of said Corser and 
said Barnes the further headng of the matter aforesaid, was ad
journed to the office of Allen Haines, Esq., in Portland, on rrues
day, this eleventh day of August, A. D., 1863, and at the time 
and place last mentioned, said Corser appeared, and was by us 
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fully heard, and thereupon said Board find and determine that 
neither said Oorser nor said company have shown cause, to the 
satisfaction of this Board, why said defects should not be repaired, 
and that the rnad and track aforesaid, from place to place between 
the points afure~aid, is out of repair and so defective as to render 
the passage of passenger trains over the same hazardous ; that 
there are now in the track seventy-five thousand ties or sleepers 
that are broken, rotten, decayed, split, and so defective that the 
rails cannot be safely secured or fastened thereto, and that there 
are from place to place on said track an aggregate extent of twen- · 
ty-five miles of iron rails laminated, broken, worn out, defective, 
and laid in short pieces, all of which is hazardous for the passage 

· of trains as aforesaid; and thereupon, we, said Railroad Com
missioners, do find, determine, and order as follows: That said 
Corscr, and said Atlantic & St. Lawrence Railroad Company, shall 
forthwith remove all the ties or sleepers, so called, in said road, 
between their station at Portland aforesaid and the line of the State 
in Gilead aforesaid, that have not been placed in said road since 
the first day of April in the year 1860, intending hereby to require 
the removal of all the decayed, broken, split, and defective ties or 
sleepers in said road between the points aforesaid, over which 
trains as aforesaid are required to pass. and that said Corser and 
said company, before running passenger trains on said road, repair 
the road or track aforesaid by laying down sound and sufficient ties 
or sleepers; and we further determine and order, that before run
ning passenger trains over said road between the points aforesaid, 
said Corser and said company shall remove all the broken, lamin
ated, worn out, and defective rails on said road, and all pieces of 
rails less than ten feet in length, and lay and secure to said sleep
ers, sound rails, and such as will render the transit of passenger 
trains over said mad safe and secure. 

And from a careful personal examination of said road by each 
member of this Board, we are of opinion that the public safety 
requires the laying on said road of seventy-five thousand new 
sleepers an9 twenty-five miles of new iron rails. 

[Signed] 

A. W. WILDES, a~ r~a 
G. P. SEWALL, } R ·z d 

ALLEN HAINES, Commissioners. 
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Having in Yiew the va:st interests involved, and the cnrtainty 
that if an injunction should be issued against this .road, c1m,ing it 

even for a short season, tliat tl1e business i11terest~1 of a brg-e por
tion of the State, and of the city of Portland, would be subjected 
to serious and almost irreparable Io·ss and inconvc:11icncc, the Com

missioners were unwming to proceed to extreme rneasures, and 
knowing that the season was so far advanced that it would be im
possible to perfect the required repairs, the Board, after reexam
ining the road and finding that some improvement had been made, 
issued the following order: 

OFFICE OF THE RAILROAD Coirn1s,sIONERs } 

FOR THE STATE: OF MAINE, 

Portland, Sept. 30, 1863. 

To the Superintendent of the Atlantic d!: St. Lawrence Railroad: 

Srn: The un<lersigned having examined that portion of the At
lantic & St. Lawrence Railroad lying within the limits of said 
State, aud found the road so defective as to render its operations 
hazardous at high rates of speed, hereby order, that from and after 
the first day of November next, and until said defoets are repaired, 
the rate of speed on said road, within said IimitE:, be reduced as 
follows, to wit: For passenger trains to sixteen miles per hour, 
and for freight trains to ten miles pm' hour. 

[Signed] 
A. W. WILDES, 1 Railroad Commis
ALLEN HAINES, f sionersfur lflaine. 

The Commissioners were assured by Mr. Bailey, tho local super
intendent in place of .Mr. Corser, that the above order should be 
strictly adhered to. The question of the injunction is still pending, 
and should the necessity arise for itssuing it, the Commissioners 
will not hesitate to do so. 

YonK AND CuMBERLAND RAILROAD. 

The .Commissioners are happy to report, this road improving 
from year to year, under the judicious management of )\fr. ,v ood
bury, one of tho trustees, ._wd .Mr. D:w Carpenter, t,uperintcndcnt. 
Since the last aunual examination a large numl:er of new sleepers 
have been laid in the track, some of the bridge's and cph·erts 
repaired or rebuilt, some new iron lai<l, and a portion of the old 
repaired. Still much remained to be done the pnst season, and 
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after making a close examination of the road, the following order 

was served on the Superintendent, Mr. Carpenter. 

To Dan Carpente,., 81lperintendent of the York and Cumberland 

Railroad: 

You are hereby notified, tha,t at the annual examination of said 

road, made by me, the un<lersig·ned, one of the railroad Commis

sioners of the State of Maine, on the tenth, eleventh and twelfth 

days of J urie current, I find defects therein which, in my op_inion, 

render the passage of trains thereon, hazardous, to wit: defective 

rails and rotton ·sleepers, throughout the whole length of said 

railroad, to the amount, in my opinion, of one and one-half miles 

of track in rails, and one third of the whole distance in sleepers. 

Also defective timbers on cattle guards a11d open culverts. I find 

the pile bridge, near Portland, defective, and in my opinion, unsafo 

for the passage of trains threon. I ·would suggest that said defects 

be repaired with as little delay as possible. And for the purpose 

of allowing said railroad company a reasonable time to make said 

repairs., the further examination of said railroad will be postponed 

until the tenth day of August next, at which time the Commis

sioners will meet at the passenger station of said railroad in Port
land, at two o'clock in the afternoon, when the examination of 
said road will bt~ resumed. 

[Signed] A. W. WILDES, 
Railroad Comn11:ssioner. 

Dated at Portland the 12th day uf ,June, A. D., 1863. 

At the time appointed, one of the Commissioners reexamined the 

road, and found that every effort was being made to comply with 

the above-named requirements, and so much had been accom

plished, that no hesitancy was felt in giving a certificate of safety. 

This road has labored under serious embarrassments for several 

years past, and much credit is duo to the gentlemen now in charge, 

for its improved condition, and we do not doubt that if the same 

policy is continued, that it will soon rank with our b8st roads. 

PoRTS-'IOc°TH, SAco AND PoRTLAND RAILROAD, Fnmr PORTLAND TO PoRTs
uocTH, N. II., 55 ~lrLES. 

This road has ahvays ranked as one of the first class road8 of 

our State, which reputation has been well deserved and maintained 
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under the efficient management of the late Superintendent, Mr. 

John RusselJ, Jr. The road bed is well ·gravelled, and the side 
ditches in good oi:·der. The iron and sleepers were generally good. 
Many of the bridges and culverts have been rebuilt in a very sub

stantial manner, and the work of rebuilding tl10E:e considered 

defective, or likely to become so within a short time, is still pro

gressing. 
Among the important requirements of the Commissioners, at 

the examination of this road, were the following: A new stone 

abutment at Kem1l·bunk river, a new abutment at l\Taryland 
stream, near vVells' depot, new abutments at the :-;tream just east 

of North Berwick, some new track stringers, caps, and a new 
draw at the bridge over the Piscataqua river, near Portsmouth, 
N. H. In additiun to the above, some cuh'erts to be rebuilt, and 
new track timbers on several cattle passes aud open culverts, 

about two hundred tons of new iron and ten thousrrnd sleepers. It 
is due to Mr. Russell, the Superintendent, to say that he was pre
paring to make most of these repairs previ.ous to om· examination 
of the road, and since that time all the important rnpai'rs hin·e been 
made. The su~·g·cstiuns of the Commissioners have always been 
kindly received and promptly adopted by Mr. Russell, and every 
facility granted to insure a thorough examination, showing con
clusively that it is the aim of the managers of thi:c:, .road to main
tain a good road, rather than seek to cover up defects. 'I1he rolling 
stock of this road is in excellent repair, as are also the buildings 
at the different stations on the line, and we have no hesitancy in 
pronounuing tl1is a first class road. 

BosTo~ AKD MAINE RAILROAD. 

There are only about two miles of this road within the limits of 

this State. This portion of the road was found :in pcrfoct order, 

requiring no suggestions from the Commissioners, and we can only 

say, that if the remainillg part of the road is in as good repair as 

this short piece, the public may feel perfectly secure in passing 

over it. The cars, engines and buildings on this road, are alto

gether 1:mch as a road occupying the position of the Boston and 

Maine would be expected to maintain, and we eudorse it as a first 
class road in every respect .. 
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GREAT FALLS AND SOUTH BERWICK BRANCH. 

This road is a continuation of the Great Falls and Conway road, 
N. H., forming a junction with the Portsmouth, Saco and Port
land Railroad at Brock's crossing, so called, about two miles from 
South Berwick. There are between three and four miles of the 
road within the limits of this State. This part of the road was 
found to be in good repair, and is evidently carefully and prudently 
managed by Mr. A. A. Perkins, the present Superintendent. 

PORTLAND AND KENNEBEC RAILROAD FROM AUGUSTA TO PORTLAND 

WITH BRANCH FROM BRUNSWICK TO BATH. 

After a very thorough examination of this road_, which disclosed 
some serious defects, an order similar to that issued to Mr. Car
penter of the York and Cumberland Road was served on Mr. 
Cushman, Superintendent of the Portland and Kennebec Railroad, 
directing him to make certain repairs, of which the following were 
deemed the most import~nt, viz: Four miles of new iron. Twen
ty-five thousand new sleepers. Bridge over town road below 
Richmond needed thorough repair, bridge over Cathance stream, 
two bridges just north of Bowdoinham station, and bridge over 
Shingleman's creek and Cathance river, to be rebuilt or fully 
repaired. The trestle approaches on both ends of the bridge over 
the Androscoggin river at Brunswick to be rebuilt, and new arches 
to be put into each spau of the last named bridge. On the Bath 
branch, the· following repairs : End approaches to the new mead
ow's bridge to be rebuilt, also sundry repairs of the bridge over 
Sewall's stream. In addition to the foregoing, various repairs 
were orde1td of culverts, cattle guards and passes on the whole 
line of road. The Superintendent, Mr. Cushman, received the 
suggestions of the Commissioners kindly, and immediately put a 
force .at work to make the nece8sary repairs; and when last 
fall the Commissioners reexamined the road, great progress had 
been made, and the work was still going on. The bridge at Bruns
wick had been repaired making it stronger than ever before, and 
the bridge at Cathance river entirely rebuilt, some new irQn and 
sleepers laid, besides various repairs at other points, and we felt 
that every effort had been, and was being made to put the road in 
a safe condition for the present winter, and accordingly gave Mr. 
Cushman a certificate that the road was in our opinion safe in every 
respect fox the passage of trains. 

2. 
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The scarcity of laborers has been a serious em harassment to the 
different railroads in our state the past season, and due allowance 
must be made for this fact in all cases when roads have not been 
kept up to the usual standard of repairs. This road has never been 
properly gravelled, and the need of it is very evident, and a matter 
which should receive the attention of the managers the coming 
summer, as the durability of the iron and sleepers, as well as the 
safe and economical working of the road depend in a great measure 
upon a well gravelled road bed. Occupying as it does one of the 
most, if not the most important locatioi:i in our State, it being the 
natural channel of business from east to west, with two important 
lines of railroad connecting with and pouriug their traffic into its 
cars, being also one of the great through lines to Portland and 
Boston with a largely increasing business from year to year, we 
trust that the present managers will see to it the coming season, 
that their road is brought up to the position it should occupy, that 
of a first class railroad. 

SmIERSET AXD KENKEBEC ~AILROAD FE.OM SKOWHEGAN TO AUGUSTA. 

That portion of the above road between Skowhegan and '\Vater
ville was found to be generally in good repair. The road bed is 
well gravelled and ditched-iron not much worn. The sleepers 
are small and some should be replaced the next season. The 
bridge across the Kennebec at Skowhegan, and that across Mar
tin's stream in Fairfield arc both in capital condition, and good 
bridges of their class, the culverts are generally g~ood, requiring 
very little, if any repairs. That portion of the road between 
vVaterville and ... \. ugusta is not so good, the iron and sleepers being 
found defective; also the small bridges. The bridges across the 
Kennebec at ·waterville and Augusta, and the Sebasticook at 
vVinslow were found to be iu good condition with the exception of 
the trestle approaches, and about one hundred feet of the track 
timbers on the Augusta bridge, the pile and trestle bridges at 
Drummond Brook, Capen\:, Gully, Lovejoy's Ferry, Seven Mile 
Brook and Two Mile Brook, were found to be rotten, also the small 
temporary bridge between La,ng's Mills and GetchelFs Corner depot 
in Vassalboro. Notice in the usual form was served upon Mr. 
Eaton, to make the requisite repairs, and a sufficient time allowed 
him to do so. At the second examination of the road although 
some repairs had been made., yet not to the extent required by the 
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Commissioners, and we hesitated some time before granting the 
necessary certificate, b'ut learning that the road was to be leased 
to responsible parties, and being assured that it was their inten
tion tu put it in good condition the coming summer, and believing 
the repairs made would render it safe for the present, a certificate 
of present safety was given; since the certificate was issued how
ever, and in the courRe of the very close examination made by the 
comissioners with reference to the lease, certain defects were dis
closed, which had escaped the notice of the Commissioners in the 
former examination, of the existence of which Mr. Eaton, the Pres
ident, and the lessees of the road were immediately notified. This 
road has always been managed with the most rigid economy as 
regards repairs, too much so it may be for the good of the road, 
or the entire safety of the trains passing over it. Under the new 
management, it is expected that the road will, without unnecessary 
delay, be thoroughly repaired. 

ANDROSCOGGIN RAILROAD, F'ROM BRUNSWICK TO FARMINGTON, WITH 

BRANCH TO LEWISTON. 

The faults in the original location of this road are many and 
cannot be repaired without great expense. The curves are sharp 
and the grades heavy, and in most instances unnecessarily so, as 
may be seen by any practical man who has occasion to pass over 
the line. The alignment and surface of the track is good ; upon 
the road-bed as constructed, the iron and sleepers generally sound, 
and taken as a whole, the track is as good, or better than that of 
any other road in the State, with the exception of the roads be
tween Portland and Boston. That portion of the road between 
Brunswick and Leeds Junction, together with the branch to Lew
iston is new and in i:;-ood repair. The timber in the trestle portion 
of the bridge at f'.abattisville is, in our opinion, too small, and can
not be depended upon the usual length of time that such bridges 
are expected to last, and it will therefore be necessary to watch it 
closely, and renew the timber as soon as it begins to show signs 
of decay. The foundations of the trestles are built of small cob
ble stones, not suitable for the purpose. 

On the older portion of the road, from Leeds Junction to Farm
ington, the timber in many of the bridges was found defective and 
rotten, and the following were required to be rebuilt or repaired: 
Trestle bridge over Norcross brook near Farmington-timber small 
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and defective; Mineral stream bridge and Lowell stream bridge 
were required to be rebuilt without delay. Mr. Eafon, the Super
intendent, was notified in the usual form to rebuild the above
riamed bridges, also to repair the bridge over the vVead stream, by 
removing the track, stringers, caps and bolsters, or corbells. The 
company were required to lay one mile of new iron and about 
three thousand sleepers. At the second examination of the road 
late in the Fall, a portion of the repairs had been made, and the 
remainder was progressing so satisfactorily that. a certificate was 
issued. 

MAINE CENTRAL RAILROAD, FROM BANGOR, via. WATERVILLE, TO 

DAN VILLE JUNCTION. 

This road, since it was first opened for travel, has enjoyed a rep
utation for comfort and safety second to none i!l New England. 
Well and thoroughly built originally, it has been the aim of the man
agers to keep it in good repair, at least that portion between Wa
terville and Danville Junction. The other section of the road from 
Waterville to Bangor, was not so thoroughly built, and although 
constructed several years later, it is not now in so good repair. 
The Commissioners found but few defocts in the western section of 
the road, and these mostly in the smaller structures, being as fol
lows : Track timbers over Belgrade stream bridge, three small 
open culverts, and the walls of three cattle passes--track timbers 
to be renewed, and the walls to be rebuilt. The hrid,ge over the 
Little Androscoggin in Auburn, and the long bridge over the ·Ad
droscoggin at Lewiston had been fully repaired previous to our 
examination. The other important bridges, one over Winthrop 
pond, near Readfield, and two over the Emerson stream, near 
Waterville, were closely examined and found in good condition. 
The irqn and sleepers on this: section are generally good. Although 
it will be necessary to renew a portion of the track the coming 
summer. From Waterville to vVest ·waterville, and from Auburn 
to D~nville, the track has been relaid in a substantial manner. 

On that portion of the road between Waterville and Bangor, the 
following repairs were directed to be made: Trestle approaches 
to covered portion of bridge at Kendall's Mills, and new track 
stringers, caps, post and sills, many of them being rotten and 
defective ; bridge at Pashaw stream, near Pittsfield, one new track 
stringer; bridge at Etna bog, new caps and stringers, and it was 
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also recommended that a portion of the bog be filled the coming 
summer; long pile bridge at Carmel-it was suggested that the 
bog be filled-embankments have been made the past season; pile 
bridge next east of Carmel, new caps and string·ers; Guptill's 
bridge, Hermon, new track timbers; Dunning's landing bridge, 
near Bangor, new track timber. In addition to the above, two 
culverts to be rebuilt. The iron on this portion of the road was 
more defective than on the western section. Five hundred tons of 
iron and about fifteen thousand sleepers are required to put this 
sectior~ of the road in good condition. The above-mentioned re
pairs, or such as were required to make the road safe for the pres
ent winter, have been made. The officers cheerfully acceeded to 
every requirement of the Commissioners, and have always man
ifested a desire for the most critical examinations, and granted 
every facility to insure it. This road is well worthy the confidence 
which the travelling public have always given it. 

OXFORD CENTRAL RAILROAD. 

This road leaves the Grand Trunk road at Mechanic Falls, run
ning thence to a point about five miles above Buckfield. It has 
not been used for several years, until last spring, when it was pur
chased by a company of Boston capitalists, and is being extended 
to Dixfield, with every prospect of an early completion. The iron 
on the road is in good condition, never having been much used. 
Many of the sleepers were rotten and unfit for use. Two of the 
bridges were found defective, and new track stringers and caps 
required. The Superintendent was also directed to lay ten thou
sand new sleepers. The road is used · mostly at the present time 
for conveying materials for the extension,. which is being carried 
on. When the line shall be completed, we have no doubt that it 
will become a feeder of no little importance to the Grand Trunk 
Road, and considering the small sum paid for it, by the present 
owners, highly remunerative to them. 

BANGOR AND OLDTOWN RAILROAD. 

This road was found to be in good condition, and well managed, 
requiring no important repairs to insure the safety of trains. 

It will be seen by this report, that while the railroads in this 
State are with one, perhaps two exceptions, in a safe condition for 
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the service required of them. Stm the great increase of travel 
and freight requires that a large amount of repairs shall be made 
the coming summer. A railroad where the lives of so many are 
involved, should keep its bridges, road-bed, track and rolling stock 
in such state of repair that no doubt of the strength of any por
tion of the structures to sustain the trains at all times, should be 
entertained. With all necessary precaution, the li:.,,bility to acci
dent is very great, and it is important that all our railroad man
agers should see to it that this liability is reduced to the lowest 
possible per centage, by maintaining their roads in good repair. 
When this is not done, the proper authorities should interfere, and 
the companies be restrained from exposing the lives and property 
of the public to uunecess:ary danger. 

One fact speaks well for the general manageme1Jt of the rail
roads in this State, and I think that I am right in the statement, 
that the life of a passenger has never been sacrificed on any 
railroad in this State, through the neglect of the managers or 
employees of the road. 

All of which is respectfully submitted,, 
By your very obedient serv:tnt, 

[Signed] A. W. WILDES, 
Railroad Cornrnissioner. 

Dated at Augusta, Me., this 31st day of December, 1863. 
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IN SENATE, July 22, 1864. 
Reported by Mr. MILLIKEN of Kennebec, from the Committee 

on Railroad, "\Vays and Bridges, on whose recommendation the 
same was laid on the table and 350 copies ordered to be printed 
for the use of the Legislature. 

EZRA C. BRETT, Secretary. 




