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SUPERINT_ENDENT'S RErORT. 

To I-Jis Excellency, Governor Washburn, 
and the Honorable Council. 

GENTLEMEN :-In compliance with a provision of the Statute, I 
submit herewith my Second Annual Report as Superintendent of 
Common Schools; it being the eighth of the series, and the Four
teenth Annual Report upon the condition of our Public Schools: 
including those of the Board of Education. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant: 

EDWARD P. WESTON. 
GORHAM, December 1, 1861. 





REPORT. 

GEN'.l.'LEI,IEN :-In submitting another Annual Report of the con
dition of our schools, I am happy to know that the education of the 
people is among the public interests duly considered in the intelli
gence and wisdom of the Council Chamber. Even in the pressure 
of unusual duties which engross your attention in connection with 
the nat10nal defense, I am well assured that you are not forgetful 
of th_ose institutions which have contributed so largely to the intel
ligent pa.triotism of the people, and which constitute so impoi'tant 
an element of the Free State system which our loyal citizens are now 
ei;gaged in defending against the assaults of lingering barbarism. 
It cannot have escaped your notice that the free schools of the 
North haNe ever been an ohject of dislike to the aristocratic citizens 

of the South, who have looked upon them as tending to elevate 
the common people to an ungracious equality with the lords of the 
pla.ntation, and who would reserve all places of honor and emolu
ment in social and political life, to men of "patriarchal'' wealth 
and ancient family. In the early lii:3tory of Virginia, Sir William 
Berkley, Governor of that Province, said in one of his official 
commuuications, ,: I tha,nk God there are no free schools nor 
printing presses here1 :11:d hope we shall have none these hundred 
years; for learning hath brought in disobedience and heresy, and 
printing hath divulged them. * ,y" ,:ic- God keep us from both.'; 

In a recent convention of rebel Virginians, called to revise the State 
constitution, a report was presented by a committee of the conven

tion in which they say: '' This tendency to a conflict between labor 
:1nd capital, has already manifested itself in various forms. It may 
he seen in the system of free schools, by which the children of the 
poor are educated at the expense of the rich; in the various forms 
of homestead and exemption bills; in the popular cry of ' land for 
the landless/ an<l ' homes for the homeless,' etc. In the opinion of 
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your committee, no system of government can aJl-;)rd permanent and 
effectual security to life, liberty and prosperity, which rests on the 
basis of unlimited suffrage and the election of officers by the direct 
vote of the people. The tendency of such a. system is to demoralize 
the masses; to encourage the habit of office-;:;eeking ; to foster cor
ruption at the polls, and to place unworthy and incompetent men in 
positions of trust and responsibility. ~fi1e3e, however, are the vital 

principles of the social organization of the North: and as before 

stated, their bitter fruits are already in a. course of rapid develop

ment." Thus does "old Virginia" to-day maintain her ancient 
hostility to free votes, free schools and fre ~ labor. The founders of 
New England, on the other hand, were actuated at the very outset 
by quite another spirit. Men of liberal culture themselves, they 
were anxious that their own children and the children of their neigh
bors alike, should be instructed in the rudiments of learning, for the 
common good a,nd at the common expense. An early Legislature of 
a Massachusetts colony enacted that "forasmuch as the good educa
tion of children is of singular behoof and benefit to any common
wealth, and whereas many parents and masters are too negligent of 
their duty in that kind, the Selectmen of every town, in tlie several 
precincts and quarters where they d;ell, shall base a vigilant eye 
over their brethren and neighbors, to see that none of them sha:l 

suffer so much barbarism in any of their families, as not to endeavor 
to teach, by themselves or others, their children or apprentices, so 

· much learning as may enable them perfectly to read the English 
tongue, upon penalty of twenty shillings for each neglect tl1erein." 

And " to the end that learning might not be buried in the grases 

of the fathers," they provided for the support of teachers: "that 
each town might never be without a sufficient school-master.:, The 

same spirit has actuated their sons through successive generntions. 
The differing results of these different principles are to-day known 

and read of all men. Bitter, by their own confession, as arc the 
"developing fruits n of our free institutions to the taste of Southern 
exclusives, they are at once the pride and the strength of our North

ern people. More than anything besides) they have imparted to our 
citizens the animus which moves the arm of patriotism; and their 
preservation and extension constitute one of the noble objects of the 

great sacrifice which our people are now making. Whatever else, 
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then, may suffer in consequence of this rebellion against the progress 

and power of fr~e institutions, surely these institutions themselves, 

and chief among them our free schools, will receive the most care

ful protection of their authorized guardians. In war and peace, 
alike, they claim a high place in the intelligent regards of govern

ment, in all its departments, and will, without doubt, receive such 
measure of consideration as may be consistent with other public in

terests. 

The Superintendent's Report, although by Statute presented to 

your Honorable Body for the use of the government, is also printed 

by order of the Legislature, for circulation among the people. You 

will therefore allow me to use any arguments and suggestions, and 

: ny style of presentation, which may seem to adapt it to the two 

fold purpose of its preparation. 
However important the relations existing between the government 

and the schools, it is the_ people, after all, who are rr:ore especially 

concerned in their welfare. So that while we look to the officers of 

Stnte, naturally and by right, for any action proper for them to 

take in the premises, upon the citizens themselves must still rest 

the chief responsibility of making our schools, in a higher degree 

than ever before, the defense and the ornament of society. I ask, 
then, from the people, an earnest and careful attention to the state.: 
ments and recommendations herein contained. I have been com
pelled with much regret to decline frequent inv!tations to visit 
schools and talk to the citizens of towns and villages. The pres
sure of specified duties has made it impossible for me to do as 
much of miscellaneous lecturing and general school inspection, as 
would have been agreeable to myself. Thus denied the pleasure of 
n, larger personal intercourse, I will endeavor to communicate, 

through the medium of this report, such facts and suggestions as 

may possibly be of service to you in considering this great subject 

of our mutual concern, -the education of our children j a theme 

whose importance is obvious to the least comprehension, and whose 

magnitude the largest cannot grasp. 

A report, such,as the Statute contemplates, divides itself, by the 
very terms of the requirement, into two parts. It must contain a 

statement of '' facts derived by the Superintendent from the school 

returns," and such "suggestions and recommendations,-the result 

lit 
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of his inquiries and investigations,-as in his judgment will best pr.od 
mote the improvement of Common schools.'' I have'Iloticed the very 
different degrees of regard in which different persons hold these un
like portions of such reports. While one calls for the '' facts and 
figures," and rejoices in statistical tables, another counts them an 

utter abomination, and wonders why we burden ou:r pages witll such 

an array of figures,-calculations, reductions, divisions and summa
ries,-which, he assumes, nobody will ever examine. He prefers 
to be entertained with pleasant suggestions, in easy-going periods ; 
pictures of truth, or visions of fancy even; with essays upon the 
beauty and excellence of our institutions, methods of improvement1 

signs of progress, and exhortations to duty. Now the "facts from 
the returns," on the one hand, and the "suggestions and recom
dations" on the other,-the figures of arithmetic and the figures of 
rhetoric,-have each their proper place and value in the making up 
of such a document; and we pray those who dislike the one to turn 
for instruction or entertainment to the other, if they cannot do still 

better, by giving to each its proper attention. You are invited then 
to notice, first, the 

STATISTICAL TABLES. 

_These Tables, occupying a large portion of the Appendix, hava 
been prepared with much labor and care, from the town returns. 
The want of completeness and entire accuracy in these returns: ren
ders the Tables somewhat imperfect. 

The Summaries of ~J.1ables I and II, include some items obtained 

from school o:ffic~rs by special inquiry, or drawn from late return~, 
received after the tables were printed. The results thus reached 
are very nearly accurate. 

Table III contains the comparative rank of towns and plantation& 
in three important respects. 

Table IV contains a list of chartere€l literary institutions in the 
State, with their "standing and condition" as reported in 1860. 

Many names on the list presented last year: have been omitted in 
this Table, as having not even a name to live. No reports have-

' been received from them, and no organization is known to exist. 

For more convenient reference, the leading facts of the tables. 
with a few itezµs drawn from other sources: are presented in the 

• 
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GENERAL SUMMARY 

Of the Returns for the year ending JJ.pril 1, 1860. 

:Popufo,tion of the State, 628,300 
Extent in square miles, 31,7G6 
Valuation of the State, $164,714,lGB 
Number of towns in the State, 3Q7 
Number that htive mr1,de returns, 394 
Number of organized plantations, 98 
Number that have made returns, 6:3 
:'i umber of children between four and twenty-one years, 243,373 
:~umber registered in summer schools, 134,6'24 
l\.verage attendance in summer schools, Hl2,95\J 
Xumber registered in winter schools, 141,747 
Average attenchnce in winter schooJ.3, 118,399 
A.verage attendance for summer a.nd winter, H0,679 
B.atio of average :1ttc,;-:~:mce to whole number of scholars, .4.J 
A vernge length of summer schools, in weeks, 10.tJ 
.Average length of wi.,1ter '5choo1s, in weeks, 
Sum of the average for summer and winter, 
Number of school districts in the State, 
Number of parts of districts, 
Number of school houses· in the State, 
Number reported in good condition, 
Number of school houses built within the last year, 
Cost of the same, 
Estimated value of all the school houses in the Stt,te, 
Namber of male teachers employed, 
Number of foma,le teachers, 
\Vages of male teachers per month, besides board, 
V!ages of fem:ile tca.chers pel' week, besides boanl, 
8c110ol money raised br taxation in 18GO, 
Excess above requirement of law, 
Average amount 1·aised per scholar, 
Amount of pnblic school fund, 
Interest of srtme apportioned to schooh, 
Ilank tax distributed to schools, 
Amount derived from local funds, 
Contributed to prolong pulili;; sclwob, 
Amount paid for private schools, 
P:ii(l for repairs, fuel, &c., 
Average cost of board ver week, 
l:c:timated amount prtic1 for board, 
Amount paid fol' school supervision, 
Aggregate expenditure for school purposes, 

10.4 
21.0 

4,140 
387 

3)l4G 

1,889 
121 

$59,135 
$1,1G4,00G 

2,776 
4,632 

$21 31 
$2 03 

$:405,337 25 
:~5G,388 98 

$160 
~:150,7G7 02 

$9,045 02 
$73,971 0() 
$16,(377 73 
$12,867 44 
$27,3:W 4:.i 

$13,714 47 
$616,87() 41 

47 Number of towns that rnised less than the law requires, 
Kumbe1· of towns that raised at least $4 per schohr, 
Number that raised $~1 and less tlrnn $4 per scholar, 
Number that raised $2 and less than $3 per scholar, 
lfomber that'raised $1 and less than $2 per scholar, 
Xumber of towns tl111t lrn,ve their schools graded in part, 

54 
341> 
12G 

-For deta.ils consitlt the Tables.-

JJ.pril l, 18Gl. 

628,300 
31,76G 

164, 714,168 
399 
305 
HG 

GS 
249,061 
138,924 
105,381 
148,571 
116,557 
110,%9 

.45 
10.8 
10.G 
21.4 

4,151 
3GO 

4,01() 

2,157 
119 

92,358 
1,250,000 

2,995 
4,92f5 
22 01 
2 rn 

478,017 76 
64,626 00 

1621-2 
154,760 3li 

9,'280 Ci2 
76,128 30 
19,210 31 
12,483 22 
43,517 68 

$57,01:3 41 
!i+:1 45 

$134,390 93 
12,050 13 

742,952 01 
76 

:~ 
42 

357 
137 
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POPULATION AND TERRITORY. 

The population of our State, 628,300, shows an increase in the 
last decade of 45, 065 ; a growth but small in comparison with that 
of new States in the West, but indicating a steady and healthful 
progress. This population, with such an extent of territory-31,-
766 square miles-ne1,rly as large as all the rest of New England 
together, shows that many parts of the State must be thinly peo
pled. As a consequence, our public schools in those portions of 

the State must be less prosperous than in more populous communi
ties. While, then, we may justly plead this consideration, in partial 
excuse for the less favorable condition of schools so situated, it 

becomes a motive with the State authorities and with such commu
nities themselves, to make the more earnest endeavor to devise in 
their behalf the most liberal things. The unsettled townships in 
the northern part of the State are yet to swarm with a dense pop
ulation, whose character for intelligence and enterprise will depend 
in great measure upon the educational advantages secured to the 
pioneers of to-day. Next to the well known richness of the soil, 
nothing will attract settlers into this portion of nfaine more sureJy 
than good schools. A portion of these unsettled fonds, so far as 
they are still within the control of the State, would be wisely de
voted to the interests of popular education. 

To,rns AND PLANTATIONS. 

~rho number of our towns is s1ow1y incre:1sing by division, and 
by the incorporation of plantations. At the same time new planta

tions are organized, as settlers in sufficient numbers push their way 
into the forests. vYe have now more than five hundred cities, towns 
and plantations, whose schools draw a portion of their support di
rectly from State funds, and whose educational interests are in some 

sort under State superintendence. The utter impossibility of one 

man's taking special cogniz:1nce of school matters in each of these 

towns, is apparent upon the slightest consideration. A remedy for 
this difficulty will be suggested in another part of this Report . 

• 
NO RETURNS. 

The number of towns which have made no returns during the 

past season is only four ; one more than last year, but all differ· 
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ent tmrns. This failure seems doubly inexcusable, since they were 
not only supposed to receive the notice required by faw, from the 

Secretary of 8-tate, but the Superintendent took, pains to inform 
them a second time that their returns had not been received. Tbes0 

towns are Ashland, Smyrna, Kingsbury and Lebanon. A still 

huger number of pl..wtations are at fault in the same way; a fault 

extenuated perhaps by the fact of their less perfect organization, or 
lJy the want of competent school officers. From some of the towns, 
I am sorry to sciy, the returns received are not worthy of the name. 
Some of them give only the number of scholars in town, apparently 
with the sole object of securing their portion of the school funds. 
Such are those received from Maysville, Deer Isle and !lowland. 
Others are deficient in more or less of the items required, or are 
filled, as it would seem, by aid of the Yankee facu1ty of guessing. 

'ro some of the inquiries contained in the blanks last issued, full 

and exact replies were not expected. Approximate answers only 

were asked. It is the neglect to return the ordinary items required 
:in years past, of which this complaint is made. I am well aware 
that the fault in this matter often lies behind tbe Supervisor or 
Committee, with the School Agents; as the town reports, farther 
over, will abundantly show. To aid agents in the accuracy and 
uniformity of their returns to the school officers: blanks for agents 
were issued to all the towns in l\farch lust, which if carefully used 
will prove very convenient to both parties. But I know of no ef
fectual cure of this remissness, save the entire forfeiture of their 
portion of tho State school funds, by towns whose returns are not 
promptly and fully rendered, as the Statute requires. The present 

forfeiture of ten per cent. of the money apportioned to them, does 
not prov2, in a11 cases, a sufficient stimulus to :fidelity. 

NUMBER OF Sc.HO LARS. 

The number of school children in the State on the first day of 
April last, according to the returns, was 249,061; an increase, in 

one year, of 5685. I am sorry to suppose that the returns from 
some towns represent the number of children entitled to draw mo
ney from the State, greater tha,n it actually js, We must infer a 
very peculiar state of society, where the number of children bears 

so large a ratio to the whole population. It would seem very proper 
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that the right of investigation should be lodged with some person 
or persons, in cases of apparent inaccuracy in this rega,rd; and that 
the State Treasurer should withhold payment of any school moneys 
from such towns, u,ntil the number of scholars is properly ascertained. 
As the number of scholars in several towns and plantations is not 
entered in the Tables1 at all 1 the aggregate given above, is no doubt 
very nearly tl1e number of school children in the State. And a 
great army it surely is; whose march to the battles of life, and 
whose preparation for coming conf[cts, should be watched and 
guarded with the utmost solicitude. 

REGISTERED SCHOLARS. 

Of these 249,0Gl scholars, only 138,924, sca.rcely 5G pel' cent~ 
are registered as attending the summer schools, and 148,571, or 
about 60 per cent , the winter schools. That so farge a proportion 
of our young people, who are reckoned as scholars, are not con
nected with public schools at all, is expla.ined in part by the fact 
tl1at many parents are too wiso to send their children to the school 
10om during the first two or three years of the legal age, and many 
of OU!' young men and women become too wise, themselves, to attend 
school after reaching the age of seventeen or eighteen years. l\fany 
indeed are necessarily e1Jgaged in labor or settled in business before 
the age of twenty-one, and should not properly be reckoned ::is oc.hool 
children. Hundred::! of others are in select schools, or academies, 
because the public free school is not regarded as sufficiently reputa
ble, or because the means are not there affvrded for securing such 
an education as they wish to obtain. Tbis evil will be remedied 
only when our towns are wise enough to grade and elevate their 
schools to meet this higher demand. In t.his way aho, other hun
dreds who need a better education, but have not the means of 
obtaining it by attending academic schools, would be induced to re
main longer -at the public schools. Our friends in other States, who 
comp}1re our statistics with theirs: will please notice that the limits 
of our legal S(ihool-going age are four and twenty-one years. The 
reported non-attendance is therefore greater than if the limits on 
which the Tables are based, were five and fifteen: or four and sixteen: 
as in some other States. 
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IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE. 

The attendance of those actually registered as members of schools 

is q,uite anJther thing, and is the point of which teachers are re

quired to take cognizance in their daily reckoning. Of the whole 

number returned as registered in the summer schools, 138, 924, the 

average attendance was 105,381; of the 148,571 registered in the 

winter schools, the· average attendance was 116,557. Such an 

amount of irregularity on the part of registered pupils, is unaccount

a.ble on any other supposition than that of gross indifference and 

careles.sness. In the practical operations of the school room it is a 

far more serious evil than that of entire non-attendance. This fre

quent absence, tardiness and truancy, constitute the grand hindrance 

to the success of our schools. Such is the testimony of teachers 

and school officers, as their reports elsewhere in these pages, so 

abundantly show The burden of responsibility in this matter rests 

evidently with parents. 

LENGTH OF SCHOOLS. 

The average length of our country schools rema,ins about the same 

as in former years. The slight increase is due ma.inly to the greater 
length of schools in the larger villages. . There is no doubt that the 

schools in some places might be lengthened with advantage. But 

the great question should be: how shall we make our schools· better. 
In most of our towns the quality of the schools is quite inferior to 

the quantity. Probably twelve weeks of study, vigorously pursued, 
will be found as long a term in most country districts, as is profita

ble at one time. Let the effort be to make the school for tha.t length 

of time orderly, thorough and earnest, and the results will be far 

happier, than if the session were protracted to a much greater length, 

in a drngging, spiritless routine. The circumstances of many fami

lies, moreover, require the labors of their children at home, during 

certain portions of the year. Nor is this fact an obstacle to the at

tainment of such an education as our boys and girls require, to make 

them energetic and efficient men and women. They should be 

trained to act as well as to think. They should acquire a knowl

edge of practical life, in the various departments of industry, as well 

as discipline of mind and stores of knowledge. This alternation of 

work and study, which our system cornpels,-not wholly omitting 
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the play,-is the grand recipe for producing the genuine Yankee 

character. Seek then to make your schools stronger, rather than 

longer, and to carry the system and discipline of the school-room 

into the practical operations of the farm, or other home labors, dur

ing the intervals of school. 

THE NUMBER OF DISTRICTS. 

It is much to be regretted that the number of our school 

districts should be increased by subdivision. They are already 

far too numerous to sustain the most efficient schools. When 

a school becomes too Jarge to be well instructed by one teacher, 

let the di vision be made by grading, not by dividing the dis

trict. Two schools, made by dividing the district, are in some 

respects worse than one. Divide your schools horizontally, rather 

than vertically, and make two or more good schools of different 

grades, rather than increase the number of miscellaneous schools, 

in which must be taught "every thing by turns, and nothing long/' 

nor well. The total abolition of the district system is one of the 
bights in educational progress which we shall attain, when we shall 

have grown wise enough to estimate the ad vantages of the municipal 

arrangement. As yet, most persons suppose it practicable only in 
cities, or in towns of compact population. A discussion of this sub

ject, intended for this Report, is omitted in the pressure of other 

matters. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

Of the 4,010 houses returned, only 2,157 are reported in 

good condition. With the varying standards of the difrerent 

judges, it is difficult to form from their returns, an exact esti

mate of the actual condition of these '' temples of science." No 

doubt the number of "good" houses reported, is sufficiently large. 

But while so many remain which are a disgrace to the districts 

which suffer them, there is marked evidence of improvement in this 

respect in all parts of the State. In the year ending April 1, 1861, 
there were built 219 new school-houses, at an aggregate expense of 
$92,328. These vary in style and cost from the plain and inex

pensive country school-house, to the elegant and costly city struc

ture. Noto for examplei in Androscoggin county, one new house in 
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Durham, costing $300, and one in Lewiston, costing $6,000; in 
Cumberland county, one in Gray, costing $219, and one in West

brook, built at an expense of $3, 000; in Hancock county, one in 

Mt. Desert, costing $350, and one in Ellsworth, reported at $5, 000; 

in Kennebec county, one in Benton, at a cost of $150, and one in 

Readfield, costing $2,500; in Penobscot county, one in Webster 

plantation, costing $75, and one in Bangor, at an expense of $6,000; 

in Sagadahoc county, one in Bowdoinham, reported to cost $150, 

a.nd one in Bath, $20, 710; in Washington county, one in planta

tion No. 19, costing $200; and one in Machias, at a cost of $6, 000. 

:Find others in the Table. These expenditures, in plantation, town 

and city, for the comfort and progress of the schools, show at once 

a. liberality, a regard for the health of the children, and an increas

ing taste for things beautiful and good, which we recognize with the 

liveliest pleasure. Let them be multiplied on every hand, as most 

potent educators in themselves, and as sure indices of the intelli

gence and taste of the people who erect them. Under the influence 

of such examples, the poor, ill-contrived, unventilated boxes in 

which our children have been so often hived and stived, will soon. 

vanish away; leaving no trace of their existence, save in the mem

ories of the past. 

TEACHERS, MALE AND FEMALE. 

Of the 7,926 teachers employed in our schools during the past 

year, 4,926 are fomales, being 1,931 more females than males; an 

excess greater by 79 than that of the year before. This difference 

:in the number of male and female teachers employed, will be found 

still greater in the reiurns for the current year. So many of our 

young school-masters have gone into the service of the country, that 

more female teachers are likely to find employment in the winter 

schools. Aside from this temporary consideration, there is evidently 

an increasing preference for good female teachers, as compared with 

ordinary masters. Many districts regard it better to Jmploy in 

winter, the ladies who have given satisfaction in the summer schools; 

and thus not disturb the methods of instruction and management 

under which the scholars have already made good progress in their 

studies. Again, it is becoming quite clearly demonstrated, that 

with the decreasing demand for physical force in the government of 
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schools, a woman's power to control and instruct the young, is fully 
equal to that of her masculine compeer. She may become as com

petent and accomplished a master in the art of teaching~ as he. Our 

female teachers should find in these considerations an additional 

motive to qualify themselves for the highest styfo of service in 

their sphere of labor. Our young men, moreover, if they would 

not suffer themselves to be surpassed in the race for excellence as 

teachers, must do their diligence to add as much as possible, year 

by year, to their professional attainments. 

WAGES OF TEACHERS. 

The average wages of teachers have been slightiy increased in 

the last year; male teachers receiving $22 01 per month, besides 

board; and females $8.76; or, including board, $28.00, and $13.00 
per month, respectively. In a comparison of the school statistics 
of several States, recently made by the editor of an educational 

journal, Maine is placed at the foot of the scale, in the item of 
teachers' wages. This error is to he ascribed to the fact that the, 
compiler neglected to reckon cost of board as part of the teacher's 
compensation. The pay of teachers in New Hampshire, according 
to their late report, is $26.65 per month for males, and $14.12 for 

females; in Vermont, $27.44 and $15. 00; in Connecticut, $31.20 
and $17.34; in Massachusetts, $50.56 and $19.98; in Pe~nsylva
nia, $24.20 and 18.11; in Illinois, $28.82 and $18.80 

While therefore the rank of Maine, in liberality to her teachers, is 

midway upon the scale of States oompared, it is true that we need 

a class of teachers who will command still higher pay. The truth 

is not quite fairly expressed in the com~on remark, "your schools 

will be better in proportion to the wages you pay." It may be Haid 

with more propriety, "select your .teachers with more care, and 

pay them according to their worth." A general increase of wages, 

in which ~he competent and incompetent should share alike, would 

not accomplish the object sought. If agents were intent ur:on em

ploying the best teachers to be found, the competition necessarily 

resulting would increase the pay of such teachers, while the incom

petent would be driven to the lower figures, or better, would be re

jected altogether. In the present want of careful discrimination, 

while some teachers receive less than they really earn, otlwrs get 
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more than they can justly claim for services rendered. Teachers 

should not be deterred by this fact, from making every effort to 

qualify themselves for the most efficient service. In due time they 

shall reap, if they faint not. The people are learning wholesome 

lessons upon this point, from bitter experience. 

LOCAL FUNDS. 

There is reas0n to suspect a misapprehension, in some instances, 

in regard to the item of "Local Funds." There should be re· 

turned antler this head only the income of such funds as are held 

by towns or cities for the benefit of the public schools, in whatever 

way they may have been established; whether by donations from indi· 

viduals, or by sale of lots reserved for that purpose, in the original 

settlement of the towns. It does not include the income of any 

academic funds, or any moneys contributed for immediate expendi .. 

ture in the schools. According to the returns, the income from 

such funds during the last year, was $19,210,31, an increase in 
• 'One year of $2,532,58. 

The suggestion naturally presents itself at this point, that an exb 

cellent service might be rendered to the cause of public education, 
by gentlemen of wealth leaving a portion of their property in funds 
for the benefit of the towns in which they have lived; always guard
ing su.ch bequests with suitable conditions. The names of the don .. 

'Ors, legally associated with such fonds, or with the Schools sustained 

by them, would be held in gratefal memory by many generations. 

Of similar service would be an elegant school house, constructed of 

~nduring material, and leaving the giver's name to a coming age., 

,more surely than marble monument or granite shaft. 

EXPENDED IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 

In the blanks last issued, this item was explained to include ail 

moneys paid in any town for tuition in Academies and High Schools, 

as well as the private schools for small children. Hence the in

crease in this item from $27,330,46 to $43,517,68. If there were 

added to this amount the tuition paid in many large towns and for 
which no estimate was returned, the total would be very much 

larger. School officers will much oblige the Superintendent by giv .. 

2 
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ing to this inquiry the best returns possible in the circumstancre, 

It will be found, probably, that a large proportion of the money in

cluded under this head is expended for tuition at the '' High 

Schools," so called, which are found in all parts of the State, during 

the Autumn months. Of these Schools little notice has been taken 

in our Annual Reports; and yet they constitute quite an important 

wheel in our educational machinery. They are a sort of connecting 

link between the "town schools," and the Academy or Seminary. 
I have visited many of these schools during my Autumn campaign, 

and am convinced that they are, in many communities, a very im
portant means of education. Many of these towns are not popu

lous ; they have no graded schools; there is no Academy near them, 
and this means of meeting their wants appears to be the most practi

cable within their reach. Here the expanding ideas of the young 

gentlemen and ladies of the town or vicinity find ampler room for 

development, as they become initiated into the mysteries of Algebra 

and Philosophy and Rhetoric, or get their first taste at classic 
springs. Young men from college, or public school teachers of the. 
better class, are employed to instruct them, and often accomplish for 
them a vast deal of good in a single term. True it is that a much 

greater good might be realized from a system of graded High 
Schools in these towns, sustained at the public expense and open to 
all whose attainments warrant their admission. But in the want of 
these, and until the towns will provide this better way, we are com
pelled to acknowledge the usefulness of. the private High School, 

and should recognize it as one of our important educational agen

cies. 

PAID l!'OR SCHOOL SUPERVISION. 

The amount paid for school supervision during the last year was 

less, by $2658,34, than in the year before. This may be accounted 

for by supposing less labor done by superintending officers, or that 
more service has been performed without pay. Neither should be 

true. There was need, surely, of more faithful labor in this depart

ment, rather than less, and such labor should be paid for cheerfully 

and fairly, like that of any other town officer. The subject of 

School Supervision, its deficiences and the remedies therefor, are 

worthy of a fuller discussion, at another point. 
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TOWNS DEFICIENT. 

Credit has been given already to the towns in the aggregate for 
raising an amount of school money in the spring of 1861, largely 
in excess of the legal requirement. At the same time, a larger 
number than usual of individual towns have failed to raise the full 

amount which the law requires. Please notice the towns marked 
deficient, in Table II. This deficiency is in most cases not large. 

But the precedent is a bad one. If towns may allow themselves, 
this year, to raise less than the amount required by law, they may 

fall short the next year a still larger amount. The attention of 

these towns is called to the provisions of the Statute on this subject, 
and the penalty for its neglect. See sections 5 and 70 of the 

School law, in the Appendi~ to this Report. In the probability 

that the penalty provided for such neglect will not often be enforced, 

I earnestly recommend that a faithful compliance with the law in 
this respect be made a condition of any town's receiving its share of 
the Bank tax and School Fund. It is possible that some towns, in 
estimating the amount to be raised, based their r€ckoning upon the 

census of 1850. In a few instances they probably read the law, as 
requiring 60 cents per sholar, instead of 60 cents per inhabitant. 
Many of the Returns estimated an excess of money raised, upon 
that basis, when in fact they were deficient, reckoning 60 cents per 
inhabitant, as the law requires. 

RANK OF THE ToWNS. 

Table IV contains a list of the towns with their several ranks, in 
three respects ; first, in the amount of money raised per scholar ; 

second, in the average attendance of scholars; and third, in the per 
centage of school money raised, in proportion to valuation. As 
this table is constructed, excellence in the first respect is made to 

take the precedence, and gives position in the column. Thus Cas

tine, the only town which raised so much as $4, 00 per scholar, has 

stood '· at the head of the class " for several years in succession. 
Bath, Bangor, Brooks, Howland, Portland and Saco, have disputed 
each other's claims for the "next best" places. But while we com
mend these towns for their liberality, it should be noticed that some 

of them raise far less in proportion to their valuation, than many 
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poorer towns. Even some of the plantations in their poverty have 
cast into the children's treasury more than they all. The rank in 
attendance, again, is worthy of notice, as indicating ordinarily the 
degree of interest taken in school affairs. Those towns evidently 
deserve most credit, whose rank is highest in the three respects 
together.· 

GRADED SCHOOLS. 

It is a gratifying evidence of progress, that a larger number of 
towns than ever before report their schools graded, at least in part. 
The people cannot be too frequently reminded, that by this path our 
schools will make the surest advances toward the high character 
which they ought to attain. 

AGGREGATE EXPENDITURE. 

The aggregate of money expended within the State for school 
purposes during the last year, includes the items of '' Money raised 
by Taxation," " Cost of School Houses," • " Income of State 
School Fund and Bank Tax,' 1 "Revenue of Local Funds," 
"Money raised to prolong Public Schools," and '' Cost of School 
Surpervision." The whole reaches the high figure of $742,052,02, 
an amount very much larger than is expended in sustaining any 
other public interest of the State, in time of peace. No argu
ment is needed with. men of business, to show that great care and 
good judgment are necessary to the proper management of so large 
a pecuniary interest. The direction of this expenditure is mainly 
in the hands of more than four thousand School Agents; whose 
office would appear from this consideration alone, if from no other, 

to be one of the highest responsibility. Any measures necessary to 
render this large outlay in the highest degree productive, should be 

cheerfully adopted by legislative and municipal authorities; and 
they will without doubt be readily sanctioned by the people. 

NORMAL TRAINING. 

In proceeding to the discussion of special topics which demand 
consideration in this Report, I cannot call your attention to one 

"'which is more important than that of Normal Training. If you 
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will glance at the remarks of School Officers in another part of this 
Report, you will notice their very frequent reference to the want of 
competent teachers. If you will listen to the complaints of citizens 
when speaking of their schools, you will find that the burden of 
their sorrows is, "Poor teachers." If you will recall your own ex
perience, in various relations to the public schools, you will ac
knowledge that the grand desideratum has been and still is, a class 
of teachers more thoroughly qualified for their business. I do not 
mean, by this assertion to under estimate the qualifica_tions of our 
teachers. Many of them are faithful, laborious, and efficient. Nor 
do I intend to excuse other parties for their neglect and remissness 
in duty. But I am ready to admit the complaints to which I have 
referred, as fully true. We do need more teachers who are thor
oughly furnished for their difficult and responsible labors ; and the 
question urges itself upon our attention, how shall they be ob

tained? We have relied, in part, upon the Colleges. They have 
given us a few scores annually, a portion of whom have proved suc
cessful teachers. We have looked to the Academies and Semi
naries. They have furnished some hundreds, each year, a larger 
proportion of them fairly qualified for their work, because in their 
studies they have had that work more especially in view. We draw 
largely from the ranks of the "veteran teachers"; men who have 
"seen service" in the grand army of School-masters. They respond., 

to the call in large numbers, and bring to their professional duties 
the experience of ten or fifteen or twenty years. Too many of 
them, however, are satisfied with the reputation gained upon ear
lier fields, and do not aspire to win fresh laurels. They have not 
always been careful to keep pace with educational progress, and 
have neglected to acquire new methods of instruction and manage
ment. A still greater deficiency is found in the qualifications of 
young teachers; the raw recruits who enlist for a campaign, in the 
laudable ambition to serve their country, in return for the "honor 
and emoluments"; too often without the slightest fitness for the high 
responsibilities of the office which they assume. This is not said of 

young teachers, because they are young, nor because they are inex
perienced. We accept with pleasure the services of youth and en
thusiasm, even without experience, when natural tact and a fond
ness for the employment are united with the necessary attainments 
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in knowledge and a careful study of the principles and the art of 
school mana.gement. It is of teachers older or younger, who lack 
these qualifications, that the public justly complain. 

The problem, then, which we have to solve is this: How to se
cure a sufficient number of teachers wlw combine these necessary 
qualifications. If the sources to which we have referred above 
prove inadequate to a full supply, we must open others. And in so 
doing we shall of course seek to provide such as have the most spe
cific adaptation to the end in view. I need not attempt to prove to 
intelligent men, that schools whose whole organization, course of 
study, daily routine, spirit and life, are shaped to this end, must be 
better suited to furnish such teachers, than schools which are wholly 
miscellaneous and general in their aims. Your son, destined to the 
legal profession, seeks the Law School; if he designs to practice the 
healing art, he repairs to the Medical College. The young Divine 
pursues his studies in Theology at some school of the prophets, and 
the military student who aims to excel ·in the art and science of 
war, seeks admission to the Military Academy or Naval School. 
Why should the science of teaching, or the high art of training 
young minds and hearts, be thought more easily attained, or less 
important to be acquired with thoroughness and care. 

The Normal School is no longer an experiment. Its theories have 
-been carried into successful practice; corrected and adjusted to the 
wants of different States and communities. It has been tried in the 
old world and the new, with similar results. The Northern, Eas
tern, Middle and Western States, have their Normal establishments. 
It is in the Southern States alone of the American Republic, that 
the type of civilization admits of no such institutions. 

The history of Normal Schools, with arguments to prove their 

utility, and abundant testimony in their favor, have been presented 
in former. Reports from this office. It is no part of my purpose to 
repeat them at length. I ought to feel safe in assuming that the 
friends of education who read this Report, are familiar with the sys
tem and objects of Normal instruction, and are anxious to secure 
for our own State the best nsults which have been.realized from 
them, elsewhere. Our Legislature, two years ago, yielding to the 
clearly expressed demand of public opinion, inaugurated a system 
.,of Normal Schools, so called, which, though denounced by some as 
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. wholly inadequate and unworthy, was received by others with pleas
ure, as at least one step in the right direction. The system having 
been devised before my appointment to office, I had only to make 
use of it, as the best instrument at hand, toward ,i.ccomplishing an 
important end. When at the last winter's session, an attempt was 
made to overthrow it, I felt bound to ask for its continuance another 
year, in order that the State might not violate its implied obliga
tions to the Schools which had accepted the duties imposed by the 
Act, and had made arrangements to comply with its conditions for 
another year; and that the merits of the system might be more 
fully and fairly tested. 

In developing my views of our present wants in this regard, and 
of the policy desirable for the Legislature to pursue in the existing 
circumstances of the State ancl country, I will first report the oper
ations of these schools for the year past. 

'l1HE CouxrY N ORM:AL ScHOOLS. 

Of the eighteen Institutions designated in the original Act, to 
perform Normal School duties, fifteen were in operation in the 
Spring and fourteen in the Autumn. The Academies designated 
to perform Normal duty for Franklin and Piscataquis Counties, 
having declined the service, the Superintendent held a Teachers' 
Institute in each of those Counties, as authorized by an amend
ment to the Normal School Act. The Academy at Presque Isle 
advertised for a Normal class as required by the law, but no pupils 
offered themselves for that department. The young men of Aroos
took, fired with patriotic ardor, seem to have answered the tap of the 
:recruiting drum, more ea.gerly than the call to Normal training. 

Lincoln Academy, at Newcastle, receiving but few applications 
for Normal instruction, in the fall, the authorities expressed their 
desire to be released from the arrangement. The table on the fol
fowing page presents an abstract of Returns from the several 

schools .in whieh Normal classes were conducted. 

NUMBERS. 

Four hundred and fifty-seven young gentlemen and ladies in the 
spring term, and four hundred and thirty-eight in the Autumn, en
joyed the advantages of the instruction afforded at these Schools. 
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ABSTRACT OF NORMAL SCHOOL RETURNS. 
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Many of these pupils were present at both sessions; so that the ag

gregat& of 892, represents the number of terms of instruction re

ceived, rather than the number of different persons attending. 

COMPA~ATIVE ATTENDANCE. 

The numbers connected with the different schools vary from nine:r. 

at one p~ace, to one hundred and twenty-seven at another. This 
is the result of circumstances independent of the Normal arrange-· 
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ment. Institutions of established character and widely ~xtended 
patronage would of course furnish more material for Normal classes 
than schools whose influence and patronage are merely local. 
While this fact reflects no discredit upon the smaller schools, it 
shows the importance of employing for this purpose the agencies 
which can render most service to the State, in return for assistance 
given. 

AGE OF PUPILS. 

The average age of these students is nineteen years and a half; 
showing that persons of considerable maturity, and not mere chil

dren, have constituted the classes. Five hundred and fifteen have 
had some experience in teaching. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

The studies prescribed for the Normal course were the branches 
usually pursued in the public Schools of the State. Many of the 
pupils, however, attended to other studies, in the regular Academic 
course. But while a leading object of Normal instruction is to 
make the young teacher very familiar with the elementary branches 
of the common school, the more important, the peculiar design of 
such a course, is to impart a knowledg~ of the best methods of in
struction and government, and skill in u·sing them ; in other words, 
to teach the teacher how to teach. With this object in view, a daily 
exercise in the art of teaching, was prescribed; including the exam
ination of educational authors, a familiar discussion of the best 
methods of conducting recitations, the proper order of taking up the 
different branches, and the relative time to be given to each; as also 
the most successful modes of discipline and management, with a 
comparison · of experiences, and suggestions for mutual benefit. 
These exercises were found to contribute essentially to the interest 
and profit of the teachers' classes. Several of the schools secured a 

course of lectures upon teaching or allied topics, from gentlemen 
interested in education. The Superintendent visited all these schools 
twice, and several of them oftener i~ the course of their two sessionst 
and endeavored to discharge toward them the duties .required. 
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RESULTS. 

It is not necessary to report in detail the operations and the com
parative success of the different schools. In most of these schools 
there has been a manifest interest in the specific instruction of the 
Normal department-and of course a corresponding benefit-which 
could not have existed without the effort made under this arrange

ment of the State. Small as was the pecuniary consideration of

fered, it was a stimulus to effort on the part of the teachers, and 
called forth exertions more than equivalent to the compensation re
ceived. In other schools the results were less satisfactory; but as 

a whole, I am free to say that the system has rendered important 
service to the cause of education. This, however, is not to acknowl
edge that it has accomplished, or can accomplish, all that is required 
in this direction. On the other hand my opinions as expressed in 
the last year's Report, have not been essentially modified. While 
the scheme need not be pronounced a failure, it may be safely 
charged with a fatal incapacity to meet the demands of the age and 
the State. The appropriation, when divided among so many Coun
ties, is not sufficient to employ the teachers and furnish the other 
means which are essential to full success. And if the State were 
disposed to quadruple the amount appropriated to each County, 
there would not be for a long time to come, in most of the Counties, 
a sufficient number of Normal pupils to give such Schools the high
est vigor and efficiency. We need, then, institutions of ampler 
means and more commanding character to educate the teachers of 
our public Schools. Many of our young men and women who 
have chosen this important sphere of labor, anxious to secure most 
thorough preparation for their duties, have left the State to find 
facilities for this purpose, which they could not find at home. In 
visiting varbus Normal institutions in New England, the last Sum
mer, I found pupils from Maine in each of the four Massachusetts 
schools. By recent inquiry I find that there have been connected 
with those schools alone, during the past year thirty Normal pupits 
from Maine; and that too in the face of the fact that we have had 
:fifteen Normal Schools at tome! The aggregate cost of support
ing these students abroad, during one year, is not far from $4000,00 
which might have· been saved within the State, had we schools of 

a similar kind .for their education. Another disadvantage which 
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arises from the necessity of their going abroad, appears in the fact 
that favorable situations to teach in other States are opened to them 
through their connection with these schools. Thus we lose the ad
vantage of their newly acquired professional knowledge,-gone to 
supply the demands of a foreign market. How long shall Maine 
continue to be. a mere "Province of Massachusetts" in this re
spect? With the North star shining upon our Coat of Arms, how 
long shall we grope our way without the best guiding lights of the 
age to direct our educational system? Within the last fifteen 

years, the Canadas have caught the spirit of New England's free 
schools, and with a marvelous stride forward, have established 
schools for the training of teachers, which surpass most of our 
Normal Schools in the magnitude and liberality of their material 

arrangements. The new States in the West,-even Iowa and Cali
fornia,-are practically alive to this grand necessity; and our chil
dren on the prairies and across the mountains, are Mcoming in this 
re::;pect "wiser than their fathers." A generous and far-seeing 
policy will secure for our own State like advantages in due season. 

How MAY IT BE DONE? 

The general features of the plan suggested in my last Report I 
still believe to be practicable, economical, and well adapted to our 
wants and circumstances. If our treasury were full, and the means 
at hand for erecting such institutions as we need, upon entirely new 
and independent foundations, there might be some advantages in so 
doing. But in our present circumstances there is a better way to 
secure the desired end. We have in different parts of the State in
stitutions already established and partially endowed, which in years 
past have rendered important service in the education of teachers, 
and need only a moderate addition to their means to do it thoroughly 
and well. On the one hand. the State has a claim upon these insti
tutions to perform such service as the public most requires. On the 
other hand, the Trustees of these schools,---in sufficient number and 
suitahly located,-can doubtless be induced by the offer of proper 
assistance from the State, to put them on an exact and definite ha .. 
sis, as normal schools; to abandon their miscellaneous character, 
and adopt such a system of education as has been found best suited 
to_ the practical training and mental discipline of teachers. Their 
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buildings, apparatus, and income of funds,. may be put under the 
control of the normal school authorities, for a period of years 
and on reasonable conditions. The selection of schools for this pur
pose, not less than two nor more than five in number, may be made 
by a properly constituted commission, who shall have regard to lo
cation, amount of aid which the several institutions can furnish for 
the support of the schools, and the fairly ascertained public senti
ment and public necessity. If the citizens of any suitable place 
where there is no institution at present, can offer more lib~_ral in
ducements than the Trustees of such institutions can do, let such 
offers be considered with the rest. 

The course of study in these schools should occupy at least two 
years; such qualifications for admission being required, that the 
subsequent progress of the classes should not be impeded by im
proper delay in acquiring a knowledge of elementary branches. 
This course, r®reover, should be so arranged as to admit of the 
more prominent attention being given in the fall and spring sessions 
to those studies which are immediately required in the instruction 
of common schools ; it being quite evident that a large portion of 
the normal pupils, at first, would be practical teachers, who must 
be engaged in their vocation during the winter or summer months. 
These classes should be 1;1nder the direct training of a professor of 
public school instruction, whose experience in practical teaching 
and school management, and whose familiarity with the best meth
ods of instruction, old and new, would command the confidence of 

pupils and the community. He should be aided by scientific and 

classical teachers in their several departments. A normal school to 
meet the wants of the present day cannot be co_nfined, in its course 
of study, to the elementary branches pursued in the common dis
trict schools. Most of the young men and women who become 
teachers wish for opportunities to make larger acquirements, and 
would attend the Normal School only on the condition of its fur
nishing the opportunity of a liberal course. Candidates for the 

teacher's office, moreover, who might be satisfied with very limited 
qualifications, need the stimulus of better models and the contact 
with persons of higher attainments, to incite them to a more ele
vated standard of professional excellence. 

In the earlier establishments for normal training, where the 
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course of study was confined to common English branches, it was 
found that students, while they became very familiar with the im· 
portant elementary principles of knowledge, failed to acquire the 
intellectual expansion, range and grasp, which more extensive ac
quirements and more thorough discipline would have imparted, 
I-lence the charge, not always unfounded, that such teachers, al
though limited in their ideas and attainments, were unduly exalted 
in the estimate of their own qualifications. This difficulty has been 
felt in other States, and their normal instruction extended and lib~ 
eralized accordingly. Profiting by their experience, we would 
include in our own system, when fully established, the features 
which they have found essential to their highest fmccess; always 
bearing in mind that our own circumstances should modify our sys
tem to meet our own peculiar wants. 

Connected with each Normal School should be a model school, if 
practicable, where normal students might witness the best methods 
of instruction and discipline in actual operation, and in which mem

bers of the higher classes might have opportunity to test their skill 
in teaching. 

Those who should complete the course of instruction in either 
grade of studies should receive a corresponding diploma, certifying 
their attainments, and entitling them to teach in the public schools 
of higher or lower grade, according to those attainments, without 
further examination. 

This of course is but an outline, which would need modifying and 
filling up before it should go into operation. On some such general 
J>lan as this, I am confident that we may establish a system of nor .. 

mal schools which would meet our wants, and satisfy the reasonable 
demands of the public. Our present plan has not enough of char ... 
acter and efficiency to command public confidence and unhesitating 

support. The appropriation for this purpose, divided among so 
many schools, must be small for each, the attendance small, and the 
results small. On the other hand, a single school for the whole 

State, however excellent in itself, would very poorly accommodate 
our widely extended population. It would be practically beyond 
the reach ?f hundreds of our young teachers, who would desire to 
avail themselves of such advantages. 

With the means furnished by the selected institutions, or by the 
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citizens of any town whose offers might be accepted, together with 
tho moderate tuition fees which students would pay, I essimate that 
the annual appropriation of one thousand dollars to each would en
able them to give a suitable course of normal training to at least 
one hundred pupils in each school. If tuition were made gratu

itous, the amount named would not be sufficient. 
The normal schools of Massachusetts are conducted at an annual 

expense of about four thousand dollars each. But I am confident 

that our young teachers of energy and enterprise would not hesi
tate to pay a reasonable charge for tuition, if the State would but 

open the way to a system of instruction such as they require. 
I therefore recommend that measures be adopted at the approach

ing session of the Legislature, inaugurating such a system as I 
h~ve recommended, instead of that now in operation. A bill for 
this purpose will be submitted at the proper time; with the distinct 
understanding, however, that in view of the present condition of 
public affairs, no appropriation for normal schools will be expected 

for the coming year. In course of the year details of the system 
may be matured, and proposals received from the parties choosing 
to make them; with the expectation that if satisfactory arrange
ments can be made, one such school at least shall go into operation 
the following season, if the state of the public finances shall war
rant the Legislature in making the necessary appropriation. 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES. 

But in order that the interests of education in this respect may 

not be wholly neglected,-that the State may not seem to be taking 
a long step backward, by suspending its normal schools,-that 

teachers may be encouraged and assisted in preparing themselves 
for more efficient service, and that the attention of our people may 

not be drawn entirely from their great home interests by the dis

tractions of the Union, I earnestly recommend the holding of a 
series of economical Teachers' Institutes, not exceeding ten,in num
ber, and that the sum of one thousand dollars be appropriated for 
that purpose. This will be a reduction of two thousand and six 
hundred dollars from the sum expended under the existing system. 
The amount asked is only half the amount formerly appropriated 

for the County Conventions; but I have assurances from active 
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a11d experienced teachers that they will co-operate with the Supere 
intendent in sustaining such Institutes by their own voluntary 
services, thus diminishing the expense otherwise necessary. 

I base this recommedation on the well-known wishes of practical 
teachers in all parts of the Sta.te, and on the acknowledged value 

of ,such Institutes, as attested by the best educators in the land, and 

as drawn from my own observation. 
In selecting from the testimony of others, I can adduce no higher 

authority th~n that of the Hon. Henry Barnard of Connecticut, who 
has devoted himself with singular success to the work of popular 
education during the last quarter of a century. While acting as 
Chancellor of the University of Wisconsin, in an address to the 
,:Board of Regents of Normal Schools," he used the following lan

guage upon this subject:-
" By the designation, a Teachers' Institute, is now understood a 

gathering of teachers, old and young, experienced and inexperi

enced, of both sexes, and of scho~ls of different grades; in such 
number as will develop the sympathies and power of a common 
pursuit, and ytit not so large as to exclude the freedom of individual 
action ;-for a period of time long enough to admit of a systematic 
]?lan of operations, and yet not so protracted as to prove a burden .. 
Borne expense, or an interruption to other engagements ;-under the 
direction of men, whose only claim to respect and continued atten
tion must be their experience and acknowledged success in the sub
jects assigned them ;-and in a course of instruction, at once theo
:retical and practical, combined with opportunities of inquiry, dis
cussion and familiar conversation. 

The Teachers' Institute so appointed, organized and conducted, as 
to enlist the co-operation and attendance of School officers and pa
rents, and by the almost universal practice of welcoming Teachers 
to the hospitalities of the place where the Institute is held, and as
signing for the evenings lectures and discussions upon topics of gen

eral interest, has proved an educational agency of the most exten
sive, permanent and unobjectionable character. 

"During nearly a quarter of a century's study and observation 
of schools, school systems, and educational agencies, in different 
States and countries, I have tried, seen or read of _nothing so uni
versally applicable or so efficient in awakening and directing rightly 
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both professional and parental interoot in the broad :6.eld ot popular· 
·education·, as a well attended and wisely conducted Teachers' Insti-

tute. A single educational lecture or address, or a convention in 

which a number of addresses are delivered, may occa5ionally move 
a sluggish community into sudden and vigorous action, but gener• 
ally it is only after years of effort, by a few individuals, against all 
sorts of obstacles, that a good school house is built, a proper classi ... 
fication of studies secured, and well qualified teachers employed and 
adequately paid, in schools of different grades. But I cannot recall 
a town where I ever held a well conducted Institute, where the 
teachers were distributed through all the principal families, and the 
evenings were devoted to public addresses and discussions on topics 

·connected with the organization and administration of the school 
system, and the classification, instruction, and discipline of public 
schools, where the work of educational improvement did not at once 

begin, and begin too, where all improvement in the education of 
-children must begin, in the heads and hearts of parents, in the en• 
thusiasm, enlarged knowledge and practical skill of teachers, and 
in the well considered and liberal action of school officers and the 

public generally. * * * * * 
A Normal School organiied in connection with other parts of the 

I 

school system, and other agencies for the professional improvement 
'Of teachers, would be an unmixed blessing to the State, and im" 
prove at once, and largely, both the quality and quantity of instruc
tion given in the public schools. 

"But in the present state of wide spread financial embarrassment, 

such a Normal school cannot he looked for; and even if it could be 
established at once, the Teachers' Institute, under your general di"' 
rection, and the educational lecture, in connection with the opera
tions of the Superintendent of public instruction, can do more to 
create a demand for, and appreciation of the services of well quali .. 

fled teachers, and at the same time, in connection with the State 
University, the Colleges, Academies and High Schools, contribute 
more largely to the better qualification of such teachers as the dis .. 
tricts will employ for the present to teach their schools, than even 
such an institution, unless under the favorable conditions above sup ... 
posed. The men employed to conduct Institutes and examine Nor.,, 
mal clti,Sses, must be men capable of giving Normal instruction ; 
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rtnd if such men can be employed, they will constitute, if not a 
Normal school, an itinerating Normal agency, which will, every 

;rear, be felt directly in every county, and indirectly through the 

teachers 1 on a majority of the public schools and children of the 

State." 

The leading educators of Massachusetts and the States where the 

experiment has been most fully tested, agree with Dr. Barnard in this 

estimate. · The Hon. Geo. S. Boutwell, b.te Secretary of the Board 

of Education of Massachusetts, says in his last report, "The value 

of the Institute is well established by experience, :rnd it only re

mains to make its influence more general and beneficial." Thous· 

ands of teachers in Maine can testify to the benefit received by 

themselves personally, from the institutes and conventions of former 

years. Those which were held the last autumn, in place of the 

Normal schools for Franklin and Piscataquis, counties, are said to 

have been not inferior in interest and profit to those of any former 

year. 

NEW SHA RO~ AND GUILFORD. 

The Institute for Franklin county was held at New Sharon dur

ing the week commencing Sept. 30th. That for Piscataquis was 

held at Guilford during the following week. The number in attend

ance us members, at New Sharon, was a little less than one hun

dred; at Guilford more than that number. In both counties, un

fortunately, agricultural exhibitions were he1d at the same time in 

adjoining towns. The attendance upon the institutes was very grat

ifying in the circumstances ; and a spirit of earnestness, enthusiasm 

and decorum was manifest throughout. 

The Superintendent was assisted in the instruction and manage

ment of the Institute at New Sharon, by Messrs. B. G. Northrop, 

of Massachusetts, Charles N orthend, of Connecticut, and Walter 

Wells, of Portland, all gentlemen of large experience in this kind 

of professional labor. Mr. Northrop having been. providentially 

called home, Mr. R. A. Rideout, Principal of Monson Academy, 

supplied his place, at Guilford, in one department of instruc

tion. Mr. Josiah Rogers, of Boston, rendered gratuitous service at 

both the Institutes, in the department of physical training. The 

evenings were occupied by discussions and lectures upon important 

3 
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educational topics; the lectures being given by the members of the 

Board of Instruction in turn, and the discussions being sustained 

by school officers, citizens of the neighborhood, and other gentlemen 

present These exercises of the day and evening were highly in

structive and properly appreciated by the members and others who 

were present. 

To persons who have not observed such institutes in actual opera

tion, it would be difficult to convey an_ exact impression of their 

management, interest and value. 

A hundred young ladies and gentlemen seeking to improve their 

qualifications for the teacher's office, many of them having had more 

or less experience already, and all of them eager to know more of 
their duties and the best methods of discharging them, are gathered 

from all parts of a county, waiting to catch any suggestions which 

may aid them in their work As the exercises progress and new 

ideas are unfolded, in the discussion of the great principles of 

school discipline and instruction, they appropiate the lessons of every 

hour with eagerness and satisfaction. They take notes of the lec
tures and remarks and make them their own property. They par

ticipate in the "colloquies"; they propose difficulties; they pro

pound questions of law and right; they relate their experience, giv
ing and receiving many valuable hints therefrom, and drawing from 

the institute-conductors a kind and quantity of information which 

cannot fail to prove of great value to them in their subsequent la

bors. Even a single week is thus sufficient to show them that a 

successful "instructor of youth," according to the highest modern 

standards, must combine in his preparations, more knowledge, more 

acquaintance with methods, in mana,gement and discipline, and a 

higher style of cultivation in manners, head and heart, than was 

dreamed of in the philosophy of the old regime. 

No young teacher, especially, can participate in such exercises 

without receiving a benefit, far surpassing the expense of sustaining 

them. They cannot, of course, supply the place of well established 

N orrnal schools. Neither these nor any other means, can supply 

an aptitude for teaching to those who are destitute of it; but they 

have an office and sphere of their own, and in the absence of Normal 

schools, constitute a very valuable agency in the work of public ed

ucation. 
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The testimony of teachers who attended our autumn institutes, 

as expressed in resolves passed at the close of the several sessions 1 

would be in pla,ce at this point; but want of space compels their 

omission. 

SCHOOL BOOKS. 

The following Resolve was passed by the Legislature of 1861 : 

"Whereas, the inhabitants of this St:lte are subjected to a heavy 

expense and to various other inconveniences by the frequent changes 

made in the text books used in our public schools; and whereas, 

this want of uniformity and permanency interferes with the best 

progress of public education, therefore 

Resolv':cl, That the Superintendent of Common Schools be in

structed to make special examination of this whole subject, and pre

sent the result of his inquiries in his next Annual Report, with a 

view to such future legislation as may be deemed expedient." 

The first clause of the preamble on which this Resolve is based, 

assumes that great expense and inconvenience are caused to inhabi

tants of the State, by the frequent changes referred to. This point 

requires no "special examination " to prove its correctness. Pa

rents must expect to be at some expense each year to supply the or
dinary loss of books by wear and tear, and to purchase such new 

books as are rea1ly demanded from time to time to keep up with the 

actual progress and improvement made. But everybody knows that 

great unnecessary expense is caused by the introduction of new 

books, when they are not required. It js not necessary to fortify 

this position by any arguments. The second clause of the pream

ble assumes that this want of permanency and uniformity interferes 

with the progress of public education. By this "interference with 

the progress of education" is doubtless meant the interruption, de

lay and confusion caused by the variety of text books in the school 

room, rendering all attempts at suitable classification and recitation 

an utter failure. This evil is really much greater than the other, 

although perhaps less obvious to parents than is the burden of ex

pense. To a person conversant with the operations of the school 

room, this point needs no illustration. With a single kind of books 

in the hands of scholars whose attainments will allow them to be 

classed together in any branch, the teacher can so reduce the number 
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of his classes as to secure more nearly the time required for the re

citation of each. He may have compa.rative order, system and 

thoroughness, where otherwise he would have only confusion and 

haste, and their necessary results. It is not uncommon to find in 

some of our country schools several kinds of grammars, two or 

three authors in reading, and as many in geography, for the same 

grade of pupils. It requires no arithmetical genius to reckon the 

number of minutes which can be allowed to a class,-given the 

length of time in the school session, and the number of classes 

to be attended to; and to see that if the number of classes is in

creased, th~ time alloted to each must be diminished. Frequent 

reference is 1-pade to this subject, by school officers in their town re

ports, as may be seen by examining the "extracts.'' Besides these, 

I have received various communications from Supervisors and oth

ers, which contain numerous expressions of opinion on this subject. 

I give below a few specimens indicating the nature of the difficulty 

experienced. 
OPINIONS OF SCHOOL OFFICERS. 

There is a serious obstacle to the progress of our schools, and 

that is the multiplicity of school books used. Hardly a school is 

kept in the rural districts where there is a uniformity of books; 

much less in the different towns. Teachers and School Committees 
have their favorite authors. Consequently, when a scholar leaves one 

district or town and enters another, he must have a new set of books, 

or recite alone. As a remedy for the above, the undersigned would 

respectfully recommend that some action be taken by the Legisla

ture whereby a uniformity of school books may be secured through

out the State, for a specified term of years. Could some such 

course be adopted, the interest and value of our common schools 

would be greatly increased." J. G. L. 

''When a change of books is made, school officers should see that 

none of the old ones remain to multiply classes." J. v. H. 

''Uniformity in text books is the great desideratum in our com

mon schools. I see no way of bringing about a general uniformity, 

excert through the action of the State authorities. Permit me to 

throw out a few crude suggestions on this point. Let the State 

Superintendent be empowered to act conjointly with the Commit

tees of towns and Supervisors in deciding what text books shall be 
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used in the public schools. Let no change in Readers be made of

tener than once in ten years. ·when it becomes necessary to make 

a change in any text book, let the towns where the change is made, 

pay for the first purchase, and let the change be made simultane

ously and thoroughly. Afterward let individuals supply them

selves as their wants require. 1\fake it the imperative duty of 

school officers to see that every scholar is supplied with the proper 

books." H. H. s. 

"We have nothing to complain of, if we except the great variety 

of text books imposed upon our school, in spite of us, by 'enter

prising' book publishers. It is a great evil. Can there not possi-

bly be something done to remedy it?" w. L. G. 

"It would be well to allow towns one year to select a series of 

books to be used in their schools, and then prohibit further change 

for a term of at least four years. Towns should. be compelled to 

have a uniformity of books used in their schools." w. L. IL 

"From what I learn by observation and by information, I judge 

there is a greater variety of books used in the schools, of which I 

have just been elected Supervisor, than is indicated in my Return. 

I gather them from the teachers' registers. One of the teachers, 

under the head of I difficulties' mentions 'a great multiplicity of 
school books.; I should like to know what is my duty in relation 

to this perplexing subject, as well as in regard to the importunities 

of rival publishing .establishments. What rules or directions are 
there to guide me in these particulars ?" A. P. 

These are a few indications of the sentiments of school officers in 

all parts of the State. The hst extract contains allusion to a point 

which should be noticed in connection with the Table of school 

books found on the following page. That Table contains a list of 

school books drawn from the town returns, in answer to the query 

"What text books are used in the schools by your authority?'' I 

have occasion to know that the books used without the Supervisor's 

authority would gren,tly incre:1se the list. The fact is, that the 

authority of the Supervisor or School Committee is too often ren

dered practically null and void, by the counter authority of parents 

and the almost necessary yielding of teachers to the circumstances 

in which they are placed. In the larger towns, less difficulty is ex

perienced in enforcing the authority of the school officers, and this 
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A Table showing the nuniber of towns, in the several counties, in which 
the following text-books are used. 
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matter of school books is adjusted with comparative ease. It is for 
the country towns, more especially, that legislation upon this subject 
is felt to be needed and is demanded by the citizens themselves. 

This list includes only the text books used in teaching the more 
common branches; and of these, only such as are used in a consid
erable number of towns. From this table it may be seen that 
Greenleaf's arithmetics are in very general use throughout the 
State. The grar.1mars of Brown, Weld, Weld & Qua.ckenbos, and 
Tower, divide the field. In Geography, Colton & Fitch, Mitchell, 
and Smith, are the leading authors. In the department of Reading 
books, Town's, and Town's Progressive, far outnumber their rivals; 
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Sargent, Sanders, and Hillard, making a respectable competition. 

Goodrich's is the principal U. S. History, and Smyth's the Algebra, 

almost universally used, while Webster and Worcester are the only 

rivals in their department. 

Besides these authors the following are reported as used in a few 
towns; probably none of them exclusively, in any place. In 
Arithmetic, we have Eaton, Collins, Davis, Jackson, Emerson, 

Holbrook. In Grammar, Clark, Bullions, Bailey, Green. In 
Geography, Parley, Pelton, Goodrich, Morse, Woodbridge, Mon

teith & McNalley, Olney and Camp. In Reading, Lovell, Wor
cester, and Tower. In History, Willard, Barbour, and Frost. 

Spellers are not included in the tabular list. Of these, the Pro

gressive, Worcester's and Sanders' are most used; Emerson's and 

Town's, more rarely. 

The nu~ber of authors reported as used to a greater or less ex

tent, may be summed up as follows: In Arithmetic, nine; in 

Grammar, ten; in Geography, thirteen; in Reading, nine, and in 

History, six. Most of these authors have a series of books in their 

several departments, making the number of individual kinds very 

much larger. I have made no list of books used in the study of the 

higher branches. They are quite "too numerous to mention," and 
it is of less imponance to name them, since the difficulty so much 
complained of, and which we are anxious to relieve, is found mainly 
among the lower schools. Where schools, graded or otherwise, have 

come to require books for the study of the sciences and languages, 
there is ordinarily no difficulty in determining the kinds of books to 

be used, and in securing the necessary compliance with the arnmge

ments made. 

Is LEGISLATION NEEDED. 

The Resolve requires this "examination" and " report," with 

an avowed reference to " such future legislation as may be deemed 

expedient." I have presented sufficient evidence of the "various 

inconveniences" declared in the preamble. Is there any power in 

the system as it now exists, to work itself clear of the evils expe

rienced? I see none. On the other hand, as text boJks multiply 

and competing publishers issue new editions of '' enterprising 

agents," -as long as Supervisors are fond of novelties, and love to 



40 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

do something noticeable to mark their accession to office, these 

changes will continue to be made, not only for good reasons, but 

without reason and contrary to reason. I am convinced then, that 

"something should be done." Several of the extracts given on a 

preceding page indicate the direction which the public mind is tak

ing. The only feasible plan seems to be, to authorize the selection 

of a list of books to be used in all the public schools of the State 

for ''a term of years;" a change to be made at the end of that time 

in a part or whole of .them-or none,-as may seem desirable. I 

am well aware that objections will arise in many minds. Difficul

ties have been already suggested. One is, that Supervisors and 

Committees will feel that their prerogatives are invaded,-perhaps 

some of their perquisites removed. If this should prove true of a 

few individuals, I am satisfied that a larger number of these officers 

would be relieved with pleasure, from their responsibili_ties in this 

matter, and that they would rejoice in the good which must result 

from such an arrangement. Others anticipate opposition from the 

traders in the county towns, who might suppose that such a move
ment would derange their business. On the other hand, a uni
formity in the kinds of books used and in the prices of them, would 

render their book business safe, regular, and comparatively perma
nent. Again, it is said that the publishing houses would be in 

arms against any and all persons who should do anything to en
danger '' their craft:" or any portion of it. With all due respect 
for worthy and honorable publishers, I have no hesitation in saying 

that their interests, merely as such, are not for a moment to be 

weighed against the interests of the community. But the interests 

of publishers, as a whole, would be promoted rather than damaged 

by any fair and honorable arrangement which should be made, in 

the direction intimated. It would save to publishers thousands of 

dollars now expended in sustaining bickering agencies, often as un

profitable to them, as they are offensive to the people. Such terms 

could be readily made with the publishers of books which should be 

selected,-and as a condition of their selection,-that while they 

would receive a moderate and fair profit from their sales, they could 

not establish an exacting monopoly, wronging the people and filling 
their own pockets by extravagant prices. 

Some persons apprehend that a heavy expenditure would be inev-
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itable, in making the changes required to initiate the new plan. 
~~his is not necessary. By a glance at the Table of books now 
used, it will be seen that in several branches of study, there is al
ready an approximation to uniformity, which would doubtless guide 
in making tho selection, And any publishers who should be assured 
that their books could be used for a term of five or six years, would 
make very satisfactory terms for their introduction. 

It ought to be remembered that the dictionary is not a text book 
in the ordinary sense, and no single book of this kind should be 

prescribed for the schools by any authority. The fact is that both 

Worcester and Webster are necessary to a complete understanding 
of current and well authorized usage, and a compelled uniformity in 
the use of dictionaries would be a wrong to the people . 

.. 
TnE ExrERil\IENT MADE. 

A ware that an experiment in this matter had been made in Ver
mont, I wrote to the Hon. Joseph Adams, Secretary of the Iloard 
of Education for that State, and received the following reply: 

"The enactment of our law providing for an authorized selection 
of school books, caused in the first instance some excitement, but 
has worked well, and has continually gained favor with tbe people, 
as it has been gradually understood." Referring to his Annual 
Reports, ho says, '' In the extracts at the close of the Reports and 
from the reports of town Superintendents, will be found ample 
proof of the good effects of the law, and of the increasing favor 
which it has received. The difficulties which have attended similar 
attempts heretofore, as I think, arise less from any defect in the 
principle invo1ved, than from carrying it out in practice." ' "In 
making our selection, special reference was had to the primary ob
ject of the law, to avoid the continual change of books; and we 
selected several books which were already in the schools rather with 
the view of avoiding any unnecessary shock of public opinion, than 
from an appreciation of their intrinsic worth. We also so selected 
as to distribute the necessary expenditure among several of the 
large publishing houses, thus giving each a partial interest in the 
permanence of the arrangement. Then, having at the time of the 
selection obtained the prices at which all the books offered should, 
if selected, be furnished to the trade in the State, we communicated 
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to the booksellers in the State, these prices; thus turning the trade 
through the legitimate channels, and so forestalling any opposition 

from the trade. The whole plan has worked well. All opposition 
has now ceased; and while the law is made binding upon 'teachers, 
superintendents and the Board,' the largest liberty is in theory left 

to parents, who are under no compulsion in the premises, while prac
tically a uniformity of books without any sudden change and with 
no unusual expense, is establishing itself 'in the schools." 

This testimony of Mr. Adams, is certainly from a competent 

witness, and is corroborated by a large mass of agreeing testi

mony from those who have observed most closely the working of the 

plan,-the school officers of the towns. The terms of the law are 

very simple, as follows: 
"The Board of Educ~tion is hereby directed to select, or procure 

to be selected, a list of grammars, geographies, arithmetics, readers 
ers, and spellers, to be used in the district schools in this State, 
limiting the text books in each of said branches'' to one or more, in 
in their discretion. Such selection shall be made previous to Jan
uary first, A. D., 1859, and shall be published in all the newsy;a
pers in tho State in sa.id month of January, 1859, and also in
serted in each school Re6ister; and said list of books when thus 
made and published shall become authoritative and binding upon 
the Board of Education, Superintendents and Teachers, until Jan
uary first, 1864; and' Teachers and Superintendents shall recom
mend for use in the district schools, as new books shall become neces
sary for instruction in the branches named, no other than books 
included in said list, so established." 

I quote tiiis Act to show its simplicity and comprehensiveness, 
and not as an exact model for our imitation. It is not necessary to 

dwell longer upon its substance or its working; the testimony al
ready advanced, establishes conclusively the success of the experi
ment in that State. I know of no circumstances in our own school 

affairs, or in the state of public opinion among our people, which 

should lead us to doubt the success of a similar experiment with us. 

Here, as there, we feel the need of some law which shall effectually 
'' rid the State of the crowd of book agents, who by almost forcing 
their various books upon the teachers, superintendents and parents, 

have contributed so largely to the diversity of books complained of." 
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And sure I am that a similar measure, put into successful operation 

in our own State, would be hailed by our people with unmingled 

satisfaction, as the dawn of peace after the long and wasting wa,r of 
books, which has cost us so much treasure and "bad blood." 

I will add that a different plan has been proposed which would 
accomplish in part the objects to be secured by the measure which I 

have suggested. It is this : Let the school officers of the several 

towns have one year in which to make a selection of books to be 

u:sed in these towns, independently of each other, and forbid any 

change to be made in the list thus selected, during a term of five 

years afterward. But the use of the same books in all the towns 

of the State would be a great convenience to the large number of 

families which in course of a year remove from one part of the 

State to another. Again, it would be of no inconsiderable advan

tage to teachers, to know, that wherever they were employed to in

struct, the same books would be used. Still again, the Academies, 

Seminaries and Normal schools required to give instruction to teach

ers' classes, could do it with much more system and success, if they 

knew from what books those teachers would be required to teach. 

I am aware that it may be said in reply, that teachers should be 

qualified to instruct their classes from any books offered, and even 
without any text books at all. But however excellent this theory, 

the fact is that most of our teachers will succeed best in the use of 
,~ext books from which they have been carefully and thoroughly 

taught. 

SCHOOL SUPERVISION. 

There is nothing more essential to the well-working of our school 
system, than a judicious and efficient supervision. It would seem 

that this must be apparent to men of business on the briefest reflec

tion. No private individual allows any important business, involv-
\ 

ing the expenditure of his money, to be transacted by other persons 

or parties without proper oversight. The same is true of towns, 

cities or any other corporation. How happens it then that our 

schools should be regarded as an exception? Do not teachers need 

competent overseers as really as men in any other sphere of lab9r? 
Is the machinery of our schools so much better than that of 

all other operations, that when once in motion it will run perpetu-
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ally without derangement or the need of adjustment? I can ac

count for the opposition manifested in nrnny places to the discharge 

of this duty, only on the supposition that it has been underta,ken, in 

those places, by indifferent or incompetent persons, and very care

lessly and imperfectly performed. 

But without dwelling on the importance of the subject, and as

suming that it will not be denied by intelligent men, I wish to call 

attention to the necessity of a more uniform and permanent arrange

ment for the election of superintending officers. As the law now • 

stands, a town may elect one man as Supervisor of schools or a 

Committee of three. The same town may the next year, change its 

system, and so alternate from year to year. In fact this is fre

quently done. Thus wliatever advantages either system might p·os

sess in itself, are lost in the perpetual vacillation between the two. 

The desire has been often expressed, in petitions to the Legislature 

and in letters to the Superintendent, that a uniform system may be 

adopted. Some express no choice between the two systems ; indif

ferent whether a Supervisor or a Committee be required, provided 
the towns may be obliged by law, to abide by some one policy. 

Some express a preference for a. Committee, and others prefer that 

the work should be done by one man. In favor of the latter sys
tem they urge, economy, simplicity of mangement, and greater ef

ficiency. On the other hand it is claimed that cases of difficulty 

are consta.ntly arising, where the judgment of three men and the 

decision of three men, would prove more satisfactory to parties in

terested, than the opinion and decision of one man. This would be 

true, in difficulties arising between teachers and pupils or parents; 

in the location of houses, and the selection of text books. One man 

often shrinks from the responsibility of an unpopular or delicate 

duty, or if he " takes the responsibility," his action is much more 

liable to be criticised than the concurrent action of three men. 

Again any system of school management or improvement ·which may 

be adopted, can be carried forward much more successfully by a 

Committee of three persons, only one of vd10m is withdrawn each 

year, than by a succession of Supervisors, each of whom may have a 

policy and system of his own, quite unlike tha,t of his predeces

sor. Again: The Supervisor sometimes takes a school in his own 

town. However incompatible the two relations may seem, there is 
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nothing in the law as it now stands to prevent it. He may exam
ine himself, sign his own certificate :rnd superintend his own school; 
and there seems to be no power beyond himself to inquire into his 
methods of procedure, or to adjust any diffi~u1ties which may arise. 

Another difficulty exists in our present system for which some 
remedy must be provided. A dispute often arises between the old 
Supervisor and the new, upon the question whose duty it is to fill 
the blank returns required to he made on the fir.3t of May, for the 
year preceding. Although JHOperly the duty of the man who has 

• superint0nde<l the schools during the year and who must be most 

conversant with the fa.cts required, it is legally the duty of the man 
just elected,--the only Supervisor existing at the time when the 
duty is required to be performed. 

A l\foDIFICATION SUGGESTED. 

To obviate the difficulties referred to, and to meet this evident de
mand, allow me to submit a modification of the existing law, which 
I have suggested to hundreds of persons interested, and which has 
met thefr a.pproval with scarcely a dissenting voice, It is this: 
Let each town be required to choose a Superintending Committee of 
three persons, in the manner in which Committees are now elected. 
Let the Comrnittee select one of thier own numher to perform the 
duties of Supervisor; such as visiting the schools, advising with 
teachers and parents, making the annual report to the town and the 
required. returns to the State. Lot the Committee act as a whole, 
in cases of difficulty or discipline which either party concerned may 
desire to refer to the full Board; in selecting text books, locating 
school houses, etc. Tbis arrangement would combine the advan
tages of the two systems and avoid most of the objections made 
against both. We should thus retain the efficiency of the one-man 
system and the safer counsel of the three. It would not of course 
affect the municipal arrangements of cities and villages, by which 
they conduct their schools after such methods as are adapted to their 

special circumstances. 
I recommend such a modification of the la.w as I have indicated 

above, with entire confidence in its successful working. This 
change would involve a slight amendment of section 8 of the 
:school law, and a repeal of section 9. See Appendix, page 4. 
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OTHER AMENDMENTS. 

Frequent changes in the statutes, except for the most urgent 
reasons, are very much to be deprecated. But in the school laws, 
as elsewhere, defects are sometimes discovered which a slight altera
tion would remedy; rendering their operation more simple and sat
isfactory. Most of the points named below have been suggested by 
school officers or other persons who have learned from their practi
cal working, the need of changes in the laws or sections referred to. 

CALLING OF SCHOOL MEETINGS. 

According to the existing law, section 17, school meetings can be 
called only on " the written application of three or more legal vot
ers, stating the reasons and objects thereof." 'fhis is a very proper 
method of calling unusual or extraordinary meetings, but seems 
wholly unnecessary in calling the regular annual meeting required 
by law. I recommend such a change of the statute, as to author
ize the agent without any application, to call such meetings, by giv
ing notic.e thereof in the manner required by the existing law. 

Tnrn OF THE ANNUAL MEETING. 

By the present law, section 53, Appendix, p. 15, the annual dis
trict meeting may be called in March or April. By same section, 
items fifth and sixth, the agent is required to return to the town 
officers, -select men or assessors,-pdor to the expiration of his 
term of office, an account of his official expenditures, and in the 
month of April, a certified list of the children in his district be
tween four and twenty-one years of age. These two returns might 
be made in one, if the annual meeting were held sometime after the 
first of April, or if the list of the children could be made near the 
first of March, before the district meeting. As it now is, the old 
agent is often required to make one return and his successor the 
other. 

NOTICE TO COMMITTEES. 

Item fourth of the same section requires the Agent to give 
written notice to some member of the School Committee, when each 
term of school is to commence, etc. 
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Section 55 prescribes a forfeiture of one dollar a day for each 
da.y the school is kept before such notice is given_: and Section 70 
points out the method of recovering the amount forfeited, for the 
benefit of the schools. Not one Agent in a hundred complies with 
this requirement. And yet I have never known a case of prosecu
tion for neglect of this duty. The statute upon this point is a dead 
letter. Now, I suggest, in favor of Agents, that this clause of 
Section 53 be so amended as to require each Agent simply 
to notify the School Committee or Supervisor, in person, or in 
some other reliable manner, when the school will commence and 
when it will probably close. I would then make it the duty of the 
Municipal Officers to enforce the collection of the penalty, as the 
law requires. There should be a similar penalty for neglecting to 
make their returns to the Assessors, as prescribed in the statute. 
Allow me to suggest, further, that districts should be authorized to 
instruct their Agents, at any regular meeting, when to have their 
schools commence ; a point in regard to which there is often a vari
ance between the Agent arnl a majority of the distdct. 

At the same time it is earnestly hoped that a regard for the 
higher law of duty, and for the true interests of their several dis
tricts, will urge these important officers to a more vigilant and 
faithful discharge of their high responsibilities. 

A DUTY OF TEACHERS. 

Complaint is made that teachers often fail to deposit their regis
ters with the School Committee as the law requires. I suggest 
that Section 56 be so amended as to require the Supervisor's or 
Committee's certificate that the teacher has properly filled, signed 
and deposited his register before he shall receive his wages. And a 
moment's thought will be sufficient, I am sure, to convince teachers 
of their obligation to comply with every requirement of the law, 
which is designed to promote the systematic management of our 
school affairs. The Teacher, the Agent, and the Supervisor, have 
their several parts to perform with promptness and fidelity, in order 
to ensure the harmonious working of the system. This is as really 
true of the registers, returns, and business affairs generally, as of 
the weightier matters of school discipline and instruction. 



48 COl\BION SCHOOLS. 

QUERIES AND REPLIES. 

The "correspondence with teachers, School Officers, and others," 

which the law enjoins upon the Superintendent, and which every 

year increases in amount, if not in importance, brings up a great 

many topics to which attention might be .profitably called in this Re

port. Not to occupy space unnecessarily by this correspondence, in 

form, I will present a few of these points as briefly as possible. 

ScuooL VrsrrrNG. 

Several Supervisors have represented the importance of requiring 

three visits in each term of school, instead of two ; urging the im

possibility of knowing from the first visit whether the school will 

be profitable, and that the second visit near the close of the school 

is too late to remedy any evil which may exist 
Rt:ply.-The law does not limit the number of visits whfoh the 

Eupervisor may make; but, on the other hand, both the letter and 

the spirit of the law require that the School Officer shall know 

what are the "regulations and discipline of the school," and the 

" proficiency of the scholars" ; which cannot be done, ordinarHy, 
by two brief visits. If the town objects to paying for such labor, 

as some towns do, Supervisors in their larger liberality will often 

perform such extra work, as a labor of love, finding a higher 

reward in the satisfaction of having ~ischarged an important duty. 

CERTIFYING THE RETURNS. 

Many school officers have inquired why they should be obliged to 

give oath to the correctness of their returns, when they have al

ready sworn to perform their duties with fidelity. The expense and 

trouble are urged as reasons why this should not he required. One 

Supervisor assigns as an excuse for not attending to this duty, that 

there is no " swearing man " in his town. 

Rr:ply.-Tbe blank returns which I found in use when I came 

into office, required the oath and the certificate of the justice before 

whom it was made. I have simply continued what I thus found in 

existence. But on examination of the law, section 51, item 9, it 

will be seen that no such additional oath is required. The Super

visor is simply to '' certify that such statement is true and correct." 
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In the new blanks about to be issued, no place will be provided for 
the name of a "justice of the peace." The Superintendent will be 
abundantly satisfied, if each school officer will carefully regard the 
obligations imposed by the one oath which he takes on assuming his 
office. No unnecessary swearing shall be required hereafter. 

CAN AN AGENT DISMISS? 

Agents in some districts have assumed the whole authority to 
dismiss their teachers as well as to employ them. The mode of 
accomplishing this is to make a bargain with the teacher to leave 
the school whenever his services are not satisfactory to the Agent. 
The Agent has only to say the word, and the teacher must leave, 
according to bis agreement, no matter how acceptable to the majority 
of the district his labors may be. The question is upon the Agent's 
right to make such an arrangement. 

Reply.-Any such a mode of procedure is clearly an evasion of 
law and an invasion of the rights of the superintending officer. 
The statute has wisely placed the duty of determining the qualifi -
cations of teachers, their success or failure, and their removal, in 
the hands of a third and independent party. Any such a bargain, 
therefore, is in its very nature iniquitous, and ought to be held null 
and void. We ad vise teachers never to make such engagements 
and assure Agents that by so doing they transcend their proper duty 
and authority. 

ILLEGAL USE OF ScnooL :M:oNEY. 

Another important question raised by the Committee of a certain 
town is this. "Have the inhabitants of any district a right to draw 
the money appropriated for schools in that district, to send their 
children to the Academy 1" This is said to be done frequently in 
that town. 

Reply. Such doing is clearly without law, and contrary to law 
If one man may draw his proportion of the money, as he improp• 
erly calls it, for the purpose of sending his children to the Acad'
emy, another may do the same to send his to a singing school, or a. 
dancing school,-or to pay their doctor's bill. The tendency of 
such a practice would be to defeat the whole intent of the public free 
school. Money raised by taxing the property of the whole people 
for the public good, would pass in this way into private families, not 

4 
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in proportion to the property taxed, but in proportion to the number 
of children in the several households. The absurdity of the whole 
thing is apparent at a glance. No man has a claim to any portion 
of the school money,-neither one dollar nor one mill,-neither ac
cording to the number of his children of legal school age, nor the 
amount of his tax paid; except as he may claim it in the form of 
instruction for those children, in the district school room, if they 
behave well, or in the shape of '' correction and reproof," if they 
do otherwise than well. Assessors and Committees should guard 
against any such perversion of schoo~ moneys from their legit
imate uses. 

SECESSION TEACHERS. 

A Supervisor writes, under recent date, that the teacher in one 
of the districts under his supervision, is accused of expressing his 
sympathy with the leaders of the S:mthern rebellion, claiming for 
them the character of patriots, and endorsing the rectitude of their 
position. Waiving other grounds of dissatisfaction which he names, 
he submits the question whether this sympathy with the secession
ists, and the open utterance of treasonable language, constitute in 
themselves a sufficient cause for his removal. 

Reply. When a Supervisor is summoned to investigate charges, 
made against a teacher, he should endeavor to discharge the duty 
with all fairness and patience. In mere matters of opinion a wide 
liberty should be allowed, as also in the expression of opinions not 
incompatible with the moral safety of the community. Especially 
should great care be taken lest any prejudice against a teacher on 
the ground of ordinary differences of political opinion should oper
ate to his injury in the action of the district. If on investigation 
it is clearly and fully proved that the teacher does approve the 
principles and position of the rebels in arms against our government 
and has maintained, as is charged, that their course has been patriotic 
and honorable, like that of Washington and his compatriots of the 
Revolution; and by so doing has exasperated the feeling5 of the 
loyal citizens of the district, then the line of duty seems very clear. 
The statute provides that all teachers "shall use their best endeav
ors to impress upon the minds of the children and youth," along 
with numerous "other virtues which are the ornaments of human 
society, a sacred regard for truth and love of country." Such a. 
teacher is evidently "incapable or unfit to teach " such & patriot-
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ism as these times demand, and may be dismissed as one " whose 
services are unprofitable to the school. :i The loyal and liberty-lov
ing people of Maine cannot afford to pay for such instruction, an
other day longer. 

CHILDREN IN WINTER SCHOOLS. 

Ought children between four and six years of age to be allowed 
to attend the winter schools? 

Reply. This question refers of course to the ordinary district 
schools in the country taught by masters. I believe that it is ex
ceedingly unprofitable to all parties, to put children of that age 
into the common schools in summer or winter. And especially 
should they not be allowed in the miscellaneous winter schools, 
where older scholars have need of more than all the attention which 
one teacher can give to them. Wherever the district is large 
enough to warrant it, the difficulty may be obviated by employing
a female teacher for the younger pupils, even in winter. But if no 
provision is made for some such arrangement, and parents will send 
such children to school, neither teacher nor committee can exclude 
them, by the present laws. 

THE RIGHT TO COMPEL. 

Difficulty has occurred in one of our towns between the Com
mittee and certain parents, in regard to the right of the Committee, 
or the teacher under their direction, to compel the children to read 
in school. The parents in question were dissatisfied with a change 
made in the Reading books, and forbade the children to read from 
the new author. The Committee submit the inquiry whether they 
have any authority to require the children to read, if parents for 
any reason object to it. The parents contend that the selection of 
studies for their children is left by right with them, and neither 
Committee nor teacher can require them to pursue any branch of 
study, which they prefer to omit. 

Reply. Our statute is defective in this regard. While teachers 
are required to be examined in certain branches, it is no where re
quired that scholars shall attend to all or any one of them. And 
the voluntary system practically allowed has always been the source 
of loss to a certain class of scholars. In the case ref erred to above, 
this opposition to reading was "factious and disorganizing," and in
terfered with the proper disciplme of the school. The Committee 
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had provided suitable books for the pupils to use in reading, and the 
refusal was of the nature of open opposition to the authority of the 
school officers. In my opinion they should be obliged to comply 
with this reasonable regulation or be removed from the school. But 
the difficulty suggests the propriety of so amending the statute as 
to require all pupils to read, spell, write, and study arithmetic, 
geography and some other elementary branches, as their capacities 
may allow; not leaving it to their option to study them or to refuse, 
as they prefer. 

PENMANSHIP. 

I am informed that penmanship has been so habitually neglected 
in some districts, that it becomes necessary to employ a writing 
master to teach penmanship in the evenings. This State of things 
is due in part to teachers, who are either incompetent to instruct in 
this art or have no taste for it, and in part to a notion current 
among the people that it is an economical arrangement. What 
policy ought to be encouraged? 

Reply. It is a departure certainly from the faith and prac
tice of the fathers to neglect this important " R 11 in the common 
school. The objection that it "takes time" holds equally against 
every other branch which is taught. The time required to prepare 
for this exercise, is far less than when it was necessary for teachers 
to "set copies," "mend pens'' and rule the scholars' foolscap with 
leaden plummet. With the modern facilities in this regard, there 
seems to be no good reason why all the children should not have 
the privilege of learning to write in school. More than this, it 
should be taught with so much skill, on scientific principles, that 
the scholars would engttge in the exercise with interest and en
thusiasm. More pains should be taken by teachers to qualify them
selves for this duty, and committees should examine them with more 
care upon this point. Let penmanship be restored to its rightful 
place in all the schools; lest a really handsome chirography, now 
fast disappearing, come to be reckoned soon among the " lost arts." 

PRINTING THE REPORTS. 

Several correspondents have urged the propriety of obliging all 
towns to procure the printing of their school reports. I have not 
recommended an alteration of the law, to this effect, lest the towns 
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should feel it an unwarranted burden imposed upon them. But I 
earnestly recommend the measure to the consideration of citizens, 
as one of the important minor means of creating an interest in the 
community, and awake_ning a spirit of generous rivalry among the 
teachers and pupils of different districts. Committees, too, would 

. perform their visiting and prepare their reports with more exact
ness and fidelity. 

Other topics of correspondence, of more or less importance to the 
parties concerned, are not perhaps of sufficient general interest to 
occupy our space in reporting them. 

THINGS NEW AND OLD. 

There are other ''suggestions and recommendations," falling 
under the head neither of correspondence nor of amendments, 
which I desire to present in the few pages which I ·may venture 
further to occupy, in this Report. Some of them are, perhaps, old 
themes; others may be regarded as novelties, and not therefore 
entitled to much consideration. No ideas, however, should be 
'rejected in educational or other matters, simply because they are. 
old, nor adopted too eagerly because they are new. On the other. 
hand, th7 age of a system does not insure its wisdom, nor is the 
newness of a method a good reason for its rejection without trial. 
We make truest progress in any department of human thought or 
action, not by casting away the wisdom of the past, but by com
bining whatever of truth and knowledge was found before, with 
such as may be evolved from the conflict of daily opinions and 
experiments. We find in matters of education as elsewhere, a ten
dency in different minds to these opposite extremes. Both should 
be avoided in the school-room, and in school affairs outside the 
school-room. The maxim applies here in its full force ; in medio 
tutissirnus, - you go safest in the middle course. In the school
room, young teachers are more likely to err to'l"ard the novel and 
untried; old teachers, in abiding too doggedly by methods which 
savor of antiquity. A true philosophy aims to treat all ideas, sys
tems and methods upon their merits. This is at once true conserv
atism and genuine progress. Prove all things ; holding fast only 
that which is good. This test should be applied to all notions and 
methods of school management and instruction, and to any sug-
gested modifications of our school system. 
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APPORTIONMENT OF ScnooL MoNEY. 

Each town is required to raise by taxation for the support of 
schools, an amount of money equa.l to sixty cents for each inhabi
tant. This is assessed upon every man7.s property in proportion to 
its value, and not according to the number of his children of school
going age. This money thus collected is apportioned to the dis
tricts according to the number of scholars therein. If that number 
is small, no matter how much of the tax may have been paid by 
the property-holders of that district, they receive but a small share 
of the divided school money. If the number of scholars is large, 
no matter how little of the tax was collected there, they draw a 
large share of the money. This is clearly one of those cases where 
the rights of individual citizens are in a sense invaded for the pub
lic good. But no right is hereby conferred upon any district to 
draw a portion of the school money greater than its wants require, 
as compared with the wants of other districts. The numerical basis 
of. the apportionment is just, only so far as the expenses of schools 
are supposed to be somewhat in proportion to the numbers likely to 
a.ttend. But this supposition is clearly an error. It costs more to 
sustain a school of fifty scholars, in the expense of house, fuel, and 
wages of teacher, than to support a school of twenty-five, - but 
not twice as much; and there is no justice in giving the school of 
fifty scholars double the amount which the smaller district receives. 
Our system claims the right of every child to an education in the 
rudiments of knowledge, at the expense of the property in town. 
Fifty children have no well-founded claim to twice the privileges 
enjoyed by twenty-five children, simply because they are twice the 
number. This view of the case is the foundation of certain amend
ments which have been made in the original school law, as seen in 
Section 7, Revised edition, -Appendix page 4 - and as further 
seen in the following act, approved March 19, 1860, omitted in the 
Appendix. "The assessors and superintending School Committees 
,or Supervisors of towns, cities and plantations, shall have the 
.power and may annually apportion ten per cent. of all the money 
required to be raised by the fifth section of said chapter eleven, 
among the districts in their several towns, cities and plantations, in 
.such manner as in their judgment shall give to the smaller districts 
a more equal ·opportunity of enjoying the benefits of common-school 
.education with the larger districts." This law is evidently based 
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upon the correct principle, -the same principle in fact, - viz : the 
duty of the State to each child, - on which is based the whole sys
tem of free schools. I refer to the matter here because very bitter 
complaint has been made in some large districts, against what they 
have regarded an invasion of their rights by the small districts, 
under the operation of this new law. In my opinion a still larger 
percentage of the money should be at the disposal of the municipal 
officers for the same purpose, unless this accumulation of money in 
the larger or central districts should be used to support a graded 
High or Grammar School, to which children from the outside or 
smaller districts may be admitted. 

In accordance with the same general principles, the apportion
ment should be made to the several districts not in proportion to 
the number of scholars who have their legal residence ·in the dis
tricts, but in proportion to the number who attend school either in 
summer or winter. Children at home or away from home, without 
any expectation of attending school, whether in business or learning 
trades, or attending academies or other institutions, ought not to· be 
counted. The school-going children alone should constitute the 
basis of division of the school money. The intrinsic justice of this 
view will be apparent on examination. I do not name it to propose 
an immediate change of the law, but to call attention to the subject 
and invite discussion. It would be a still further improvement, if 
the average attendance during one year were made the basis of 
appropriation for the next. It would doubtless operate as a motive 
to more constant attendance. 

Tnrn APPROPRIATED TO DIFFERENT STunrns. 

One of the most important topics to be considered in connection 
with our public schools, is the relative amount of time properly 
devoted to different branches of study. I believe that the prevail
ing practice in this regard is in some points very erroneous. Cer
tain studies occupy the time and attention of teachers and pupils, to 
an extent quite beyond their intrinsic value and to the damage or 
exclusion of other branches. Let us bear in mind at the outset 
that every thing cannot be studied in the common school. The time 
and the capacities of the children are limited. But the branches 
which are studied should be those of the greatest value to our 
children when they shall enter upon the duties of life. Bear in 

• 
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mind again that the value of any study consists in two things; first, 
the information which is derived from it, suited to the wants of prac
tical life; and second, that discipline of the mental powers by which 
a man is enabled to acquire other knowledge, to remember and clas
sify facts, to apprehend the relations of things, to reason clearly 
and to act promptly in all the business of life. Some studies con
tribute more to our practical knowledge, others to our mental disci
pline. Nearly all studies of course add something to both. Now 
the question for us to consider, is whether the ordinary studies of 
the public school, as commonly pursued, are adapted to secure these 
two objects in the best proportions. 

Let us compare, first, the study of language and the study of 
numbers, as found in the schools. Every child learns something of 
reading and spelling. Most of the girls learn something of gram
mar; and a smaller number of the boys learn less of it, theoretical 
or practical. To composition, the most effectual means of learning 
the language, very little attention is given by either. Arithmetic, 
on.the other hand, engrosses the attention of all, from the begin
ning of the course, at six or eight years, to the end of it. In a 
great majority of the schools it is only written arithmetic; arith
metic by rule and by rote. The high ambition of each seems to be, 
to "do the sums," - to '' cipher through," first the "Common 
Schoo}/' and then the " National " ; and no you;g man thinks his 
arithmetical character fully established, until he can "get the 
answers" to all father Greenleaf's questions, practical and unprac
tical, arithmetical, geometrical, algebraio and nondescript. It is 
just to say that a vast improvement has been made, within a few 
years, in the manner of teaching arithmetic. More of th9 science 
of numbers is learned,, along with the art; and as a consequence, 
more of both knowledge and discipline is derived from the study. 
Still it is true that a great part of the time spent over the slate and 
arithmetic contributes to neither, so much as it ought. More of 
mental arithmetic should be insisted upon, with reference both to 
training the powers of memory and analysis, and to the practical 
uses of arithmetic in every day business. And written arithmetio 
might well be confined, in ordinary cases, to a thorough explanation 
of its principles, and a sufficient number of examples for iHustra
tion. Arithmetic thus studied would contribute its fair proportion 
to the two purposes named above. It is doubted whether the mere 

• 
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intellectual puzzles, the extraneous and super-arithmetical matter 
contained in some of our text-books, are of much worth in promot
ing healthful and symmetrical discipline: while as an addition to our 
practical knowledge they are of none at all. 

But allowing that this long dwelling upon arithmetical difficulties 
may add something of intellectual sharpness to our Yankee boys, 
would it not add much more to their respectability as scholars and 
their usefulness as citizens, to spend a portion of the time thus de
voted, in learning to read and spell, and speak, and write their mother 
tongue with more propriety? I claim that the thorough and care
ful study of language may impart as mucli of mental discipline as 
the study of arithmetic ; and if there is a difference in the kind of 
training secured by the two, it is not in favor of the latter. But 
when we consider the value of the two as means of practica>useful
ness and personal accomplishment, it falls far below, that. of lan
guage. 
, To read well is an elegant art, rarely attained by our young peo
ple. How few of them can take up an evening journal, and read 
the news of the day, especially from the telegraphic columns, intel
ligently and without hesitation. This would not be so, if half the 
time consumed upon the less useful portions of arithmetic were 
given to the study of reading,-newspaper reading with the rest,
with dictionary and gazetteer in hand. Then, again, how few of 
our children on finishing their course at school, can express them
selves with gramatical propriety in ordinary conversation; and how 
few of our young men can present their opinions in an address or a 
public debate with fitness and force, simply because they have not 
learned the ready and accurate use of their mother tongue. Still 
again, if called upon to communicate their thoughts on any subject 
through the press, or to draw up a business document, or a series of 
resolutions, or to indite an important epistle, to what "lame and 
impotent conclusions" do they often suddenly come, to their utter 
confusion. And this want of early trainin~ in the grammar and 
composition of the language, is felt in after life, much more seriously 
than any want of skill in solving arithmetical enigmas. I hope not 
to be misunderstood. Arithmetic is one of the most valuable and 
beautiful studies; beautiful in its place and season, but not when 
it; overshadows and dwarfs all other branches of the tree of knowl
edge. Our conclusion then seems a very safe one, that as compared 
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with reading, spelling and grammar, - arithmetic has received too 
large a share of attention in the common schools. 

Another branch of study already admitted to a place in the 
schools, is History. It has not however received the attention which 
its importance claims for it. At this crisis in our national career it 
seems especially befitting that our school children should study the 
history of the fathers; the fathers of the Settlement, and the fa
thers of the Revolution. Older and younger we should trace anew 
the steps of the process by which they built up our temple of 
liberty and law, from the foundation laid in the cabin of the May 
Flower, to the top-stone which crowned it in the Constitution. 
We should become familiar with their labors and self-denials, their 
hopes and fears, their struggles and triumphs, as recorded in the 
pages 8f our marvelous history, and from the cost of our institu
tions, endeavor to estimate their value. In this vimy most e:ffectu
al1y can the schools be taught the principles of patriotism which 
the statute enjoins. If in many schools there is not time for dis
tinct recitations in this study, some properly prepared work in his
tory might be used as a reading book, and combine the two exer
cises· in one. The miscellaneous reading of the ordinary books has 
its peculiar advantages. So also would the continuous historical 
narrative. Perhaps for this purpose something might be subtracted 
from the study of geography; or rather, by the study of history 
along with that branch, its bleak coast-lines and desert wastes, would 
freshen and grow green with beauties unseen before. 

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION. 

Much has been said upon the subject of introducing some text
book of agriculture into the common schools. The question of its 
practicability has been frequently submitted, and I cannot refrain 
from answering very briefly. With a very great desire to promote 
the widest dissemination of agricultural knowledge, I am not pre
pared to encourage the idea that very much can be accomp}jshed in 
the ordinary district schools, by an attempt to introduce the study 
there, requiring new books and additional recitations, where there are 
already more than can receive proper attention. In well graded 
schools this might be possible, and in a few of the more advanced 
miscellaneous schools, something of the kind might be accomplished; 
particularly, if young men should make up their minds that fifteen 
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years of their school life are not wisely devoted to the unproductive 
study of arithmetic. In the Academies and High Schools, a proper 
place might be found for this study, by the side of Philosophy and 
Chemistry; and a text-book of Agriculture, prepared by Messrs. 
Emerson and Ffint, has just been issued by Swan, Brewer and 
Tileston, of Boston, well adapted to this purpose. There is, however, 
in my own opinion, a more feasible method for the introduction of 
so much instruction in the science of agriculture, as young people 
in the district schools may wisely attempt to acquire. This is to 
connect it with Physical Geography, a study already quite gener
ally introduced into the New England schools. Some of the topics 
mmally embraced in this study are necessarily the same as those 
which are discussed in treatises on scientific agriculture. Such are 
the formation and elementary constitution of soils, the influence of 
the atmosphere, rains, and vegetation, upon the surface of the earth, 
the relation of climate to various agricultural products, &c. 

The work on this science, recently prepared by Mr. Walter 
Wells, and quite extensively adopted as a text-book in the schools 
of the State, presents many agricultural bearings of the subject; 
and a new edition about to be issued, might be still more specially 
adapted to promote the progress of agricultural science, by a few 
additional chapters upon this branch of the subject. 

Beyond some such arrangement as this, I should prefer to rely, 
for the dissemination of this kind of knowledge, upon the regular 
text-books of the sciences on which agriculture rests; such as Bot
any, Geology, Physics and Chemistry, as taught in the higher 
schools; and upon popular works of a practical and scientific char
acter in the bands of the people Besides these means ')f general 
information, I wou1d rely upon popular lectures, farmers' clubs,-
town, county and State exhibitions, and printed reports of the same, 
--together with the published doings of the Board of Agriculture 
and the annual Reports of its Secretary, and the weekly issues of 
agricultural journals. The question of an agricultural college, or 
a department of agricultural science in some of our higher semina
ries, may as well rest until the sword and spear, and the hands 
that use them, can be recalled to the pursuits of peace. 

PHYSICAL TRAINING. 

The subject of physical training in school, properly includes all 
that pertains to the health of teachers and pupils; the structure of 
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school-rooms, modes of heating and ventilation, the arrangement of 
seats and uesks, the interchange of study and recreation, and the 
kinds of recreation best suited to promote cheerfulness of spirit and 
vigor of body. Much has been written and spoken upon this sub
ject, but it needs to be repeated, line upon line, until more satisfac
tory results are reached in all our towns. Want of space compels 
me to confine my remarks to a single point. It is very plausibly 
said that children in the country have exercise enough in the labors 
and plays in which they almost necessarily engage, without any 
gymnastic practice at school. But while this may be true so far as 
the amount of mere muscular exertion is concerned, it is still evi-
dent that brief exercises at the school-room,-indoors or out,
which may relieve the monotony of study, and give at the same time 
pleasurable excitement and healthy motion, may be conducted with 
great profit. Motion in concert, with apparatus or without, stand
ing or marching, civil or mHitary, may be made conducive to several 
important ends, not the least of which are promptness and order of 
movement, and graceful and manly bearing. It has been suggested 
not unfrequently that military tactics might be introduced as a part 
of this physical training. This has been done quite successfully in 
some of our higher institutions, the past year. I have witnessed 
very excellent practice of this kind at Brunswick and Kent's Hill, 
Lewiston, Gorham and Skowhegan ; serving a double purpose, as a 
vigorous and manly exercise, and as imparting, no doubt, consider
able familiarity with ordinary military movements. Whatever can 
be done in this way by voluntary drills, may be worthy of encour
agement; provided al ways that it does not interfere with the great 
object, the intellectual drill and the grand march on the road to 
learning. But anything like a system of military tactics, as a reg
ular school exercise, required by law, as some have suggested, seems 
inexpedient. 

EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS. 

Associations of teachers and others for the advancement of popu
lar education, are not new, and in our own State have not been 
very highly successful, unless we except some efforts of this kind 
within a few years. Ten years ago, more or less, several attempts 
were made to establish a State Teachers' Association,· but I think 
neither of them celebrated a second anniversary. The effort was 
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renewed in 1859 and a society organized, which held its third an
nual meeting in November last, with such measure of success as the 
"times;, and the season of the year would warrant us in expecting. 
Lectures, discussions and other exercises fully and profitably occu-
pied the time for two days and evenings. Arrangements were 
made to initiate a series of county meetings, which it is hoped will 
result in the establishment of associations, auxiliary to the State 
Society. Town conventions or associations were also urged upon 

the attention of teachers as a means of much profit to themselves 
and the community.. Successful county associations have been or
ganized in Somerset, Piscataquis and ·Franklin, and I have no doubt 
they will exert an important influence in quickening the puls~s of 
educational life in those counties. Should the legislature render 
the assistance which has been suggested, for a series of institutes, 
an effort will be made to render the associations and institutes, by a 
concert of action, mutually conducive to the one grand design. 

OBJECT TEACiiING. 

A kind of school exercise somewhat new, at least under this de
signation, is securing much attention and favor at the present time, 
as a very attractive and successful means of developing the youth
ful powers. The teacher takes a few minutes once or twice 
in the day, to present to the school, or to a class, some common ob
ject of nature or of art, seeking by questioning them to bring out 
all their ideas upon it, and by further explanation to impart a ful
ler knowledge of the object. On the following day they answer 
unanswered questions of the day before, and repeat what they then 
lea,rned, thus fixing the whole carefully in mind. He may assign, 
for example, a piece of chalk, a slate pencil, a steel pen, a pane of 
glass, a paper, ink: iron, an apple, or any other object, for the next 

day, and request the children to learn all they can about it before 
the time for the exercise. He will find that they have learned 
many things about it, by observation and inquiry, and are prepared 
to seize and remember what he has to tell them in addition. Thus· 
they will learn of a piece of chalk, its color, shape, size; ap
proximate weight ; its uses, crude or refined; where it comes from, 
what it costs, at wholesale and retail ; and if they are old enough, 
itei chemical composition, etc., etc. These lessons rivet the atten~ 
tion, and the knowledge thus gained is not easily lost. But bettP.r 
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than this, their faculties of observation, comparison and memory are 
admirably trained by this kind of exercise for future uses. This is 
one of the means, moreover, by which the tedious hours of the 
long schc,ol-day may be enlivened, and the school room become a 
place of cheerful attraction, to which they gladly return at the ap
pointed time. The time consumed by these brief exercises, is all 
saved,-not lost. I have given but a hint of their management. 
Several treatises upon this subject for the aid of teachers, have 
been published recently and may be easily obtained. 

A NEGLECTED STATUTE. 

T~ statute is an old one and the neglect by no means new. I 
refer to Section 57 of the School Law, Appendix, page 16. 

This statute is a nearly literal copy of a similar provision of the 
Massachusetts Law, and in that form has doubtless existed through 
several generations. It will doubtless continue to adorn the statute, 
both theirs and ours, for g~nerat10ns to come. But to what purpose, 
if it shall remain wholly neglected in the future, as it has been for 
years past? It is doubted whether Supervisors or Committees, at 
the present day, once in a hundred examinations, remind t€ach
ers of their obligations in this regard. The result is that very 
little attention is given to this higher law. Very little pains is 
taken to impress these higher principles and sentiments upon the 
forming character of school children. 11he manly proprieties of life, 
its sweet amenities and noble virtues, are all neglected, in the 
scramble for intellectual treasures. I submit whether our schools 
can reach the elevated standard and heaJthfnl character which they 
ought to attain, until more regard is paid to this prime section of 
the statute. 

PERSONAL LABORS. 

"What htts the Superintendent to do?" "How does he employ 
his time?'' I should prefer for obvious reasons to make no men
tion of my official labors. But these inquiries are so often made, 
either in the spirit of a laudable curiosity, or from a worthy sense 
of responsibility to guard well the public interests, that I am dis
posed to furnish the desired information: so far as may seem neces
sary for the special enlightenment of persons not conversant with 
educafrmal affairs. 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 68 

The general duties of the office are set forth in the statute, sec
tions 62-66, Appendix, pp. 17, 18. Besides these, there are the 
duties prescribed by the Acts establishing Normal schools and 
Teachers' Institutes. See Appendix, pp. 23, 24, 25, 26. The du
ties, thus set forth, might well occupy the whole time and strength 
of three men instead of one. The corresponding duties in Massa
chusetts employ at least four times the number of persons, at six or 
eight times the expense. It is safe to suppose that the time of one 
man in our larger territory, must be fully occupied, and much work 
be left undone which ought to be performed. Such has been my 
experience. My labors have known no cessation from the year's 
beginning to its end, save the occasional respite of a few da.ys, to 
gather strength for their renewal. Three fourths of this time has 
been spent away from home in visiting schools, conducting Insti
tutes, and lecturing upon topics of education, or in examining the 
Returns made to the Secretary's office and preparing an epitome of 
the same for my Report. The preparation of the statistical Tables1 

in itself the work of several weeks for one person, has been done 
by my own hand or by clerks paid from my own pocket. I do not 
complain that the State in its spirit of economy, while furnishing 
to all other departments of the public service any number of clei:·ks 
which may be needed, provides none for mine. 

The examination; sifting, revising and arranging of the town re
ports is no inconsiderable labor; and the preparation of my own 
report, proper, involves a larger expenditure of time than persons 
unacquainted with such labors might at first suppose. The remain· 
ing time has been given to .the constant correspondence already 
alluded to, and the other writing necessarily appertaining to my 
position. 

In the lectures and addresses required before various popular 
audiences, institutes and schouls, it has been necessary to present a 
great variety of topics, really requiring much more time for prepa~ 
ration than it has been possible to find. 

In the further "endeavor to disseminate the information acquired, 
and to awaken a more general interest in public education," I have 
made such use as I might of the public press; communicating many 
articles upon educational topics to the "Maine Teacher" and vari
ous weekly journals ; thus hoping to reach and possibly to stimu
late by means of the pen, some persons whom I could not reach by 
the living voice. 
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I have thus alluded to some of the methods in which I have 
sought to comply with the letter and spirit of the statute. It 
should be reckoned no marvel, if the labors of my department,-if 
our school affairs generally,-like other great interests of peace, have 
been somewhat disturbed by the operations of war. And yet it is 
matter of congratulation, that the attention of our people, teachers 
and pupils, has been no more diverted from the duties of home and 
the school, by the excitements of our national strife. True it is that 
the ranks of the college, the academy and the teachers' corps, have 
contributed largely to swell the ranks of our patriotic army. But 
the children remain behind,-a mightier army than they,-and 
along all our valleys and hill sides, the school rooms and dwellings 
of our people are as busy as ever before, with the notes of prepara
tion for life's grand campaign. Our armies on the Potomac and 
elsewhere, may linger and hesitate on the enemy's border, but our 
grand army of school children is even now marching on, conquer
ing and to conquer, upon the intellectual battle-fields to which they 
are summoned by daily duty. 

The State spares no needed expense to arm and equip, to clothe 
and shelter her brave sons in the national army. From them no 
words of encouragement, no acts of sympathy, are withheld in the 
hour of trial. Let a similar encouragement and sympathy be given 
to the more youthful soldiers in our army of hope, while they bat
tle with the forces which oppose them, and they will win, ere long, 
great and glad victories. 



EXTRACTS 

FROM THE REPORrrs OF 

SUPERVISORS AND S. S. COMMITTEES. 

The annual communications of school officers to their several 

towns, have furnished, in years past, a very valuable portion of the 

Superintendent's Report. An amendment of the school law, enacted 

by tho last Legislature, makes it a duty of supervisors and commit

tees to send copies of their reports, printed or in manuscript, to the 

State Superintendent. As a consequence of this enactment, although 

a large majority of these officers have failed to comply with the re

quirement, a greater number of town reports have been received at 

this office, than ever before. 

It has been somewhat difficult to select from this mass of material, 

just such portions as will prove most profitable for general circula

tion. Details have been omitted, almost invariably; the extracts 

"' being made, in most cases, from the general remarks appended to 

the more specific statements contained in the reports. If the same 

suggestions are often made in the remarks of different officers, it has 

not been thought a sufficient reason for excluding them as repeti

tious. Let the frequency of their recurrence be regarded as an 

index of their especial importance. Notice, for example, the fre

quent reference to "school agents," "text books," and " irregu

larity of attendance." If there were any curative virtue in the mul

tiplicity of these earnest suggestions, even more of them mi;ht be 

drawn with profit, from the same unexhausted store. 

5 
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The value of these hints, and the style in which they are presented, 

are as various as the sources from which they come. It is hardly 

necessary to say that the selections for this Report could not be 

made, with propriety, from those writers only, whose thoughts are 

most original, and whose manner of expressing them is most elegant. 

Most of our school officers are men of business, in the various depart

ments of practical life, and the value of their suggestions is not to 

be estimated by the rhetorical excellence with which they may be 

recorded. The compiler has found it necessary, very often·, to 

abridge and re-arrange the material offered, in order to bring this 

part of his Report within p~oper limits. He hopes that any slight 

changes which the authors may notice, will not be found to impair 

the value of the thoughts presented. 

With the still larger number of town reports which will be re

ceived, when all our school officers shall have become aware of the 

new provision of law1 referred tJ above, it will be necessary for the 

Superintendent to make an analysis and digest of the material col

lected, in a manner somewhat different from that hitherto adopted. 

Some hints ha_ving reference to this point, and to the method of pre

paring school reports generally, may be found elsewhere in these 

pages. 
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ALFRED. 

In several cases, certain higher branches have been taught 

successfully, to some of the more advanced scholars; as algebra, 
natural philosophy, and astronomy. Your committee are glad to 
encourage this, so far as may be consistent with due instruction in 

the more common English branches. And here it may be well to 

remark, that a large proportion of the scholars, in the two common 

schools of this village, and some in other districts, are so far ad
vanced as to be in need of better opportunities for education than 
can be realized in the present system of mixing the scholars of all 
ages and degrees of attainment, under one teacher, and in one 
school. It was in view of this state of things that a High School 
was recommended in Districts No. 1 and 8, by a former superin

tending committee. We can truly say, that the same need which 
formerly justified such a recommendation, exists now, with greater 

force; since there seems to be no reasonable dependence upon what 
was once known as "the Alfred Academy," to secure to our youth 
better privileges than can be afforded by the common school system. 
Here, then, is a great and imperative necessity, which calls for the 
serious consideration 0f the people of this town generally. For 
there are, or are likely to be, youth in every district, who ought to 
have higher means for education than the present schools of mixed 
pupils can afford. How, we ask, is this great need to be met, in 
justice to ourselves, and in justice to those youth scattered through 
the town, whose native capacities and attainments can only be 

answered by higher educational privileges? Surely, no mistaken, 

narrow policy ought to govern us in relation to this grave matter. 
Such a policy would be a bad one for the most valuable interests of 

the community. Unless your committee are greatly deceived, there 

i::;: no single practicable interest, which could insure so great bene

fit to this town, as a well established High School, or Academy. 
Let such an institution become a well-settled fact among us, and 
such become its character as may serve to bring a considerable 

number of scholars from abroad; then its pecuniary benefit to the 
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town might prove important. Families often move into the town 
which can afford their children desirable school privileges, adding 
to the number of tax-payers, buyers, and consumers. The reverse 
of this is also true. With such a favorable locality as is here 
afforded for a good school, we doubt not, that, ere long, it would 
pay well for all the money which might be wisely invested in such 
an institution. But, above all, the highest reason which should 
awaken the people of this town upon the present subject, is what no 
dollars and cents can estimate ; it is to meet the great need of 
furnishing our youth with such privileges of education as may best 
enable them to attain intelligence, usefulness, and honor. Your 
committee have thus spoken of this great existing necessity, feeling 
that it imperatively and justly calls for the sober, earnest considera
tion of the inhabitants of the town. How shall it be met, injustice 
to the public welfare? Shall it be met in the spirit of wise fore
thought, which aims to build up a valuable interest in the town, or 
shall we remain content with a mistaken, ruinous policy? This is 
the serious question which is now to have its practical answer. 
Accordingly, we expect our fellow citizens to ponder it earnestly, 
and with an enlightened aim to the public good. We expect them 
to feel that something must be done soon: and done liberally and 
effectually, to establish and build up such a school as will afford the 
needed privileges for our youth, and become a valuable interest of 
the town. 

When our citizens generally are fairly awakened to the great 
importance of the object here recommended, we hope they will take 
counsel together, and adopt the wisest plans to accomplish it. Your 
committee would gladly see the best system practicable, adopted. 
What would serve the most effectually, to rescue our interests from 
decay; to create an institution which may become an important 
addition to the means of our prosperity; to insure to youth, in all 
our districts, the educational privileges which they need, and which 
our common schools are not expected to afford, seems to be the 
thing most valuable and desirable, in the present case. Whatever 
the town may be enabled to do lawfully, to secure such an object, 
aided, perhaps, by private munificence, we shall regard as a proof 
of its highest (oresight and wisdom. Whatever outlay might thus 
be made for a neat and convenient building, and for securing as 
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high and permanent a course of instruction as is needed, would 
insure us a return of most substantial benefits. Tho more excellent 
the character of the institution adopted., the more it will bring profit 
and honor to the town. 

If, however, we fail to aim at the best thing, and which may 
afford youth, in all our districts, the means of superior instruction, 
then we deem the plan of grading Districts No. 1 and 8, together 
with any aojacent districts which may be willing to be uniteu with 

them, to be highly advisable and important. This plan was particu
]larly recommended a few years since. If nothing better is to be 
done, then your committee would gladly see this recommendation 
adopted, and carried out speedily. The districts above named can 
:,ee to it 1 if they choose, th:1t the plan of union here mentioned is 
"!egidl.7 submitted to their consideration, in their approaching annual 
meetings. 

.J OITN 01m, Supervisor. 

AUBURN. 

While the parents have be2n apparently quite interested in some 
of the districts, and bave made frequent visits, thus cheering am1 

encouraging both teacher and scholar, in others the schools have 
been :1 lmost entirely neglected, left to their o,vn independence, un
notice\1 and unknown, save by the often unjust reports and com
plaints of some offended scholar. P,uonts, if they expect their 
scboo1s to prosper, must visit them. He who does not visit the 
school in his district at least twice, once at the beginning and once 
at the close, is guilty of a negligence which, in his business affairs, 
would be almost unpardona,ble; for what man is there who would 
employ a L1borer on his farm, or 11 workman in his shop, or a clerk 

in his store, and not visit him once in six months? The committee 
can do much, and your board have the satisfaction of believing that 
they have discharged their duties faithfully, and in many instances 
have seen their labors and suggestions crowned with success. But, 
after all, the great work is to be done by the parents themselves, 
and the progress of our schools will depend very much upon the 

interest which they take. 
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We would call the attention of our citizens to a few points, which 

may not be entirely useless, and especially would we speak of our 

Scliool-Houses.-While there are some good and suitable school 

buildings in town, there are also a great many poor ones, and per

haps the epithet, mean ones, would not be inappropriate. Time and 

the jack-knife have made sad ravages with many of them, and what 

they have not done, fire might very profitably do. Children's minds 

are formed and molded, to a· great degree, by their surroundings. 

The influence of a good, neat school-room, well painted and swept 

clean, with white-washed walls, hung with pictures or maps, is incal

culable upon the susceptible mind of youth. Besides all this, a 

school is governed, in such a house, with double the ease and satis

faction. The teacher feels a proud consciousness of his position, and 

is anxious to have his friends and the parents visit him. Health 

and convenience demand a Rpeedy renovation of our school-houses. 

Multitudes of our children are, every summer and winter, confined 

in rooms not so well venti)ated or healthy as our jail, and then sit 

for hours inhaling the foul and poisonous exhalations. The result 
is, colds, coughs, sickness, perhaps permanent disease, throat distem

pers, headaches, and absence from school. 

The education of our physical systems is no less important than 

that of our menta], and our houses should be arranged so as to de

velop both harmoniously. The floors should be tight, the windows 

arranged so as to be let down at the top, the walls should be high so 

· that the air may be pure, and the stove should be so placed that it 
will heat the room uniformly. Every school-room should be sup

plied with a thermometer, and the temperature should be graduated 

by it constantly. 

On examination, we find that every district is sadly deficient in 

apparatus. A few dollars expended by the agents, sufficient to buy 

a good globe and a set of hanging maps, would be of great benefit. 

These, with careful usage, would last many years, and be the means 

of fixing correct principles in the minds of the scholars. vYe have 

endeavored as far as possible to secure uniformity in our text-books, 

and with one or two exceptions, the same books are used in all our 

schools. We are opposed to any change at present. 

Higher Branclies.-A most pernicious habit has been steadily 

creeping into our schools, that of studying the so-called " higher 
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branches," to the exclusion of the more profitable studies. Reading, 

writing, and spelling, have been sadly neglected or ignored as un

worthy of the attention of larger scholars, while arithmetic, algebra, 

geometry, and Latin have usurped their places. Though the check

ing of this evil comes legitimately within the province of the teach

ers, yet their advice and admonitions have been often frustrated by 
such replies as these: "Father don't want me to study this," or, 

'' Mother wants me to study that," &c. Scholars and parents should 

remember that reading, writing, and spelling are the great and fun

damental branches, and should be learned first; also, that the clas

Bification of a school is very difficult to be performed, and that the 

benefit derived from the school will depend very much upon the 

number of classes ·which the teacher is obliged to hear. Parents 

should, therefore, counsel their children to yield to the advice and 

dictates of the teacher with respect to studies and classes. Scholars 

:should not buy new books until they have consulted the teacher, 

thus often s1,ving much trouble and money. 

School Agents.-The office of school agent is a very responsible 

position, affording no pecuniary compensation, subjecting him to a 

vast amount of labor if he does his duty with the greatest fidelity. 

The progress and condition of our schools must necessarily depend 

very much upon the agents. They are the supervisors of each dis

trict, and have the general oversight and direction of all the school 

affairs. They have the control of the money, have the special charge 
of the school property, the houses with all their furniture, and must · 

see to keeping them in repair and good condition. They number 

the scholars, and see that they attend. In short, they should exer

cise a sort of school police over all the district. But beyond this 

they have a still more responsible duty, that of selecting and engag-

, ing teachers. The choice of a schoo1 agent is worthy the most seri

ous consideration of every district. Be careful and select your best 

man, one who will take a warm interest in the welfare of the schools, 

a living agent, one who is thoroughly qualified for the situation, and 

knows the importance of having good houses, good teachers, and 

good schools. Every agent should select the best teacher he can 

find, regardless of price. We fear the agents do not sufficiently 

appreciate the importance of good teachers. Better pay to a thor

oughly competent teacher fifty dollars per month, than thirty to an 
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inexperienced, incompetent one, who will drag out your school in an 
,indifferent manner; not poor enough to be discharged, and still not 
good enough4to be retained. The committee are obliged by law to 
examine those who present themselves for examination, and if found 
competent to teach the branches required, and to govern the school, 
must give them a certificate. It is comparatively easy to ascertain 
the competency of a teacher's literary qualifications, but how are 
they to determine his capacity for government, which is by for the 
most important? 

In many instances the teachers are entire strangers to the com
mittee, who are obliged to let them go into schools on a sort of pro
bation, where in many instances they drag out a sickly existence. 
This difficulty can be almost entirely obviated by the agents, who 
should never allow themselves to engage a teacher till they know 
his capacity for government. And here we would make a few sug

gestions, that they go into the districts where the applicants have 
previously taught, and make diligent inquiries of the parents about 
them, and if they have taught in this town, to inquire of the com
mittee and obtain their opinion and advice before making any per
manent engagements. Again, the agent should engage his teachers 
as soon a-s possible after he is ehosen. Our best instructors are never 
obliged to go abroad to seek employment, but are always sought out 
and engaged, sometimes months in advance. Those teachers 1vho are 
found in pursuit of schools should be hired with caution. "Third
rate teachers are much like third-rate articles of food for animals
they will carry the school through the wjnter, but the spring sfaows 
them in a bad condition." 

F A. ALLEN, ~-
Exos T. LucE, Comniittee. 
w. M. HARRIS, 

AUGUSTA. 

School Agents.-The office of school agent is no desirable position, 
affording no pecuniary compensation, but often incurring censure
even if a man discharges his duty with fidelity. Every district 
should elect for its agent a man who will take a warm interest in 
the school, and use his utmost endeavors to procure competent 
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teachers, and see that the money entrusted to his charge is properly 
expended. An agent should employ his teachers as soon as con

venient r.Jter he has been chosen. If he neglects so to do, the best 
instructors will be engaged;. and no alternative is left, but to hire 
those who are in pursuit of schools. The best instructors are not 

compelled to seek for employment: as they are early secured and 

receive a fair compensation. Some agents, desirous of having as 

long a school as possible, fix tho remuneration of the teacher at so 
small a sum that no first class instructor ,vill ·engage, and they are 
compelled to procure the scrvicea of the young and inexperienced. 
The great secret of success in sch0ol teaching is a capacity for gov

ernment. Any one can acquire the adequate amount of knowledge 
to instruct a scheol 1 but many can never control one. The com
mittee by a thorough examination can easily ascertain whether a 

teacher's litenuy qualifications entitle him to a certificate; but as 

to a capacity for government, the agent can judge as well as they. 
This difficulty can be obviated by securing the services of those 
teachers whom we know by trial can control a scbool. We advise 
every agent to procure competent instructors, and for as small a 
compensation as he can; but at all events, secure good teachers, cost 

whut it will. Better pn.y an instructor who is thoroughly qualified 
for his vocation fifty dollars per month, than harbor an inccmpetcnt 
one without any remunert1tion. 

Agents lrnve been very prompt in notifying the committee during 
the past year, and heartily co-operated with them in sustaining nnd 
restoring order in the several schools; and in every instance, where 
there has been trouble, they have been ardent supporters of order 
and decorum. 

School Teachcrs.-We feel called upon, in conclusion, to devote 

a few pages to the subject of school teaching, and the adaptations, 
qualifications and requirements of those who assume the responsi
bilities of this perplexing vocation. It is universally conceded that 

no one can attain preeminence, or even meet with ordinary success, 
in that occupation to which he attaches littb importance. To no 

calling does this apply more forcibly than that of teaching. Unless 
an instructor is devoted to his profession, and feels a deep interest 
in the welfare of his pupils, and is actuated by a sense of his re
sponsibility, he fails to command respect for himself and for bis 
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school, and must necessarily encounter insurmountable obstacles. 
Children are very susceptible of impressions;. and almost invariably 
participate in the feelings of their teacher. If he, by his every 
action sets a low estimate upon his duties; if he is slow, indifferent 
and stupid, wlmt better can be anticipated of his pupils? Let him 
enter upon his duties with his whole soul imbued with life, interest 
and animation, and he will communicate these qualities to almost 
every pupil under bis charge. Another prolific source of per
plexity and failure, fa a want of system. Many teachers whose 
literary qualifications are ample, blindly enter upon the arduous 
duties before them without any well defined plan or rule of action. 
They plod on in their objectless and aimless routine of stale and 
sickly exercises, and should an emergency arise, they are lost and 
bewildered. 

If a teacher is entering a school for the first time, he should not 
be hasty in its organization. Instructor and pupils should clearly 
understand each other in the outset. This can be most advantage
ously accomplished by visiting the parents early in the term, thereby 
acquiring a knowledge of the character and disposition of his schol
ars, and the motive power at home. He should not go upon these 
visitations to show his learning, but to counsel with and receive 
instruction from parents relative to their wishes in the m:1nagement 

of their chjldren. By so doing he removes prejudice, comes in 
direct contact with his scholars and their parents, and avoids errors 
whjch if committed would greatly impede the progress of bis school. 

Let a teacher come before his school without ostentation, knowing 
what is to be done and executing it with dispatch and decision, and 
his pupi1s will yield a willing obedience. Teaching cannot be re
duced to a uniform science. Every one must be guided by his own 
judgment and experience, have a well regulated plan known only to 
himself; and be very cautious in establishing arbitrary and general 
rules alike applicable to the entire school. But when an emergency 
arises, let him act candidly, judiciously and promptly, evincing that 
he is master of the school, that no one is to trample upon his 
authority. 

In a rural district will be found scholars of every age who deserve 
very different treatment. Children of six years, whose physical 
organization is imperfect-whose growth depends upon exercise, 
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should receive the particular attention of the teacher. Such chil

dren should not be required to sit upon their seats, hour after hour, 

like statues, confined to study. Short and easy lessons· should be 

assigned, which can be learned in a few minutes, and then they 

should be allowed physical and mental relaxation. 

In fact, no scholar should be compelled to sit quietly upon his 

seat hour after hour in succession. When the time arrives for 

study, every pupil should concentrate his whole mind upon his 

books. This should not exceed :fifteen or twenty minutes, without 

cessation. During this time every thing should be quiet and order

ly, after which the books should be laid aside, and opportunity 

afforded for relaxation. The practice of compelling children to 

study hour after hour without intermission is deleterious to the in· 

tellect. It is impossible for them to concentrate their thoughts long 

at a time. Study becomes irksome, they become restless and un

easy, and their minds and intellects impaired. 

In the recitation, the instructor should not deprive the pupil of 

the inestimable advantage of laboring and thinking for himself, by 

unfolding, and simplying every principle in the lesson before the 

scholar has had an opportunity to investigate for himself. When 

such opportunity for examination has been afforded, and he does not 

fully comprehend the lesson, then and not till then, let assistance 
be rendered. A properly conducted recitation is very advantageous 

in disciplining the mind, strengthening the memory, and accustom

ing the scholar to the use of language. But a superficial mode of 

instruction impairs the intellect, blunts the mental perceptions, and 

reduces the pupil to a mere automaton. No instructor should at

tempt to hear a class recite, without having, himself, a thorough 

critical knowledge of the lesson. He should not be satisfied with a 

mere lrno·;vledge of the text book used, but should familiarize him

self with the subject taught, by consulting other authors. If he 

is not perfectly familiar with the subject of the lesson, let him re

view it previous to hearing the recitation. Examine the class on 

the subject of the recitation, and then it will be easily ascertained 

whether they understand the lesson. An exact amount of time 

should be appropriated to each recitation, and one class should not 

encroach upon another. The pupils should be so located and 

arranged in the school room, that they can quietly and in order 
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approach the recitation seat. Every thirig pertaining to it1 should 
move on without haste or commotion. Under no circumstances, 

should a teacher practice deception upon his scholars, nor they upon 
him. If unfortunately, he does not understand what he is called 
upon to explain, let him unhesitatingly admit the fact, and avail 
himself of the first opportunity to obtain the requisite lrno'\vledge. 
It is futile for him to attempt to put off the schoJar uncl<~r the plea, 
"I have forgotten it," or ,: I cannot attend to it now, I will do it 

to-morrow," which never arrives; or with a base at.tempt to bide 
his ignorance by verbose and unintelligible explnnations. 

~I.1ho frequent practice of assisting pupils by antieipating the 
answer by tbe fulness of the question-by allowing the scbo1ar to 

give a frngrnentary and incomplete answer-by suggesting the an

swer by prompting the scholar-or still worse by propounding the 
question in such a manner that it ·will only require the assent or 

dissent of the pupil, should be carefully avoided. Reciting in con

cert, in which one schofar prompts another, with few exceptions, 
should he disca.rded. Asking the questions in regular order induces 
the pupil to get a portion of tho lesson regardless of the rest. In 
every instance, the question should be so proposed anu th0 recitation 

so conducted, that each pupil will be compelled to get the entire 
lesson and rely solely upon himself and his know1cdge of the sub
ject, and not the book or teacher; othcnYise, he may pursue a course 
of study) and graduate from school with hut very little available 
knowledge. 

In tho sehool room, there must be a standard of order, backed by 

authority. This potent instrumentality, which requires greater ver
satility of talent than any other school room duty, is the exclusive 
prerogative of the teacher. It needs a shrewdness, foresight and 

penetra-tion, that will anticipnte and provide for the difficulties which 

must necessarily arise. The instructor should be irnbued ,vith a 
spirit of love, and by constant appeals to the moral and inte11ectual 
nature of his pupils, so organize and construct his school: that it 
will have all the sympathies, restraints and encouragements, and all 

the ennobling purposes that animate every generous impulse of tbe 
soul, and subdue and check every unholy desire. One of the most 
successful methods of accomplishing this and cultivating the powers 
of self-government and preventirig disobedience, is to afford each 

individual healthy employment for all his powers. 
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The practice of multiplying commands and establishmg arbitrary 

:rules, tl'ie majority of which must necessarily be broken, serves as 

a snare to entrap the wayward into habits of disrespect and deceit; 

and instead of cultivating the powers of self-control, has an oppo

site effect. Scolding, fault-finding, and threatening, should never 

be tolerated in school. They are prolific sources of temptation to 

stubbornness, treachery and insubordination. In our intercourse 

with children, we should be controlled by an unbiased judgment and 

strict integrity. Preferences and prejudices are incident to human 

nature; but rancor, discord and rebellion, must necessarily spring 

up in that school, in the administration of whose affairs, favoritism 

is to be the rule of action. A school should be ruled by love, if 

possible. We should bring to our aid every earthly device of a 

moral and intellectual nature; but if these all fail,-if the avenues 

leading to the affections and will of the scholar are all closed, but 

one resort is left, viz: .corporal punishment. This should never be 

administered to gratify a vindictive spirit, but to reform the offender, 

and subdue his refractory and wayward passions. A teacher should 

not consult his own ease and convenience, or be guided by false the

ories and pre-conceived notions relative to punishment. He must do 

right, or ruined souls that he might have saved will rise up injudg
ment against him for neglecting his duty. He should examine the 

subject carefully, acquit himself with fidelity, and not be led astray 

by fallacious opinions and a misguided philanthropy. 

WILLIAM: GASLIN, JR' ( 
G. T. FLETCHER, S. S. Committee. 
0. E. HAYWARD, 

The Directors of the Village School District, having concluded 

their labors, respectfully present herewith their Annual Report for 

the year ending April, 1861, accompanied by such remarks as their 

experience and observation may suggest. 

The whole number of schools under the supervision of the Direc

tors is twelve; whole number of teachers, fourteen. Of these 

schools, five are Primary, five Intermediate, one Grammar and one 

High School. The teachers are distributed as follows : in High 

School, two; Grammar, two; Intermediate, five; Primary, five. 

The primary school, as its name imports, forms the basis of our 
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system of education. Here knowledge is imparted in its simplest 

and most elementary form. It aims to put into the hand of child

hood the key which will one day unlock the stores of human learning. 

Here, not only mental discipline and intellectual culture are to be 

desired in the teacher, but also the possession of those moral quali

ties and mental traits which tend to make the school room attractive 

and inviting to the young. The impression is very common and 

finds expression in the oft-repeated remark that "any one is capable 

of teaching a primary school." But the fact is far otherwise; for 

teaching is a word of larger, deeper meaning than that which the 

dictionary conveys. It requires in a primary school teacher, moral 

excellence, fondness for children, aptness to teach, firm health, great 

self-denial, cheerfulness of disposition, large discretion, sound judg

ment, but above all, an exhaustless stock of patience. The services 
of a faithful teacher in our primary schools are not generally appre

ciated as they should be. There are but few positions of greater 

responsibility than that of those called to direct and instruct the 
minds of children at the beginning of their school life. The habits 
there formed and the impressions there received are intimately and 
permanently associated with all their subsequent life. How impor

tant then is it, that this office should be entrusted to those, and those 

only, who have the natural and acquired qualifications for a work so 

arduous and responsible. 
It gives us pleasure to say that our Intermediate schools are in a 

prosperous condition. The teachers are all, without exception, 
competent and faithful, and appreciate in a good degree the respon

sibility of their position. The good order which has characterized 

these schools during the year is worthy of special commendation. 
No disturbance of any kind has occurred to interrupt their harmony. 

The recitations were usually satisfactory and afforded evidence of 

diligent and patient application on the part of the scholars. 

Grammar School.-The Grammar school has well sustained the 

excellent reputation which the reports of previous years have ascribed 

to it. The principal and assistant are well qualified for the stations 

they fill, and labor indefatigably to promote the best interests of the 

school. The annual examination was highly satisfactory and fur

nished ample evidence that superficial attainments are not the aim 

nor result of its instructions. 
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High Sclwol.-The character of the High school, for excellence 
in government, discipline and scolarship, has been fully equal to that 
of preceding years. Here, pupils who have passed through the 
lower grades, receive instruction in the highest branches embraced 

in our educational system. The internal character of the school 

fitly corresponds with the elevated position it holds among our pub
lic schools. Mr. Noble has been untiring in his efforts to bring it 

up to its present high standard. He now retires, after more than 
five years of faithful service, bearing with him to his new sphere of 
labor the esteem and good wishes of all our citizens. 

In the review of our schools, the directors have good reason to 
congratulate the citizens of the district upon their excellent condi

tion and prospects. Probably in no year since the graded system of 

schools was established among us, have they conferred greater bene
fits than during the past year. With hardly an exception, they 
have been well attended and remarkably orderly. Truancy and 
irregularity of attendance have prevailed to a considerable extent, 

which have had the usual effect to discourage the teachers and retard 
the progress of the scholars. These evil practices it is in the power 
of the parents to correct, and they must do so would they have their 
children receive the advantages of a good education. In two or 
three instances reports from time to time have reached us that this 
or that teacher was .. too strict or severe in government. But inquiry 
has resulted in establishing the groundlessness of such complaints. 
A. school must be governed. It must have its rules and they must 
he obeyed. To secure order and to teach children to obey are the 
primary duties of a teacher. Without them, all is discord and con
fusion and the school a failure. But the government of the school 

room should always rest upon a moral basis, aiming to secure the 

cooperation of the scholars in its maintenance and enforcement. It 

is for their interest chiefly that good order should prevail, and it 

should be the endeavor of the teacher to make the. scholars see and 

feel it to be so. Where this is done, obedience will ordinarily ob
tain and a resort to physical force be rendered unnecessary. In 
these remarks, we would not be understood as disparaging the use 
of the rod or ferule upon incorrigible offenders, for we are not among 

those wlw believe that the rod has lost any of its efficacy since Sol

omon's day, but that it is now as necessary, oftentimes, as it is salu

tary and effective. 
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We submit to the consideration of the district, whether the school 

• year should not be divided into three terms instead of four, thereby 

giving twelve weeks to each term, in the room of nine under the 

present system, and saving the schoo]s from the interruption, loss 

and damage, necessarily consequent upon the too frequent recurrence 

of vacations. 

The only difficulty in making this change, would be in so arrang

ing the terms that the spring term should not be too far extended 

into the heat of summer. ~rhis could be avoided by making this ten 

weeks, and the other two thirteen weeks each. 

If the scholars were to be hardly driven or overtasked, we would 

not recommend the change ; for in such a case the more frequent 

the vacations the better. But this cannot be charged to our schools 

at this time; the scholars are not so enslaved. They have been 

required to be diligent in school !tours, and they have been, and 

have done great credit to themselves and their teachers in what they 

have accomplished. Still their work has been performed patiently 

and pleasantly as well as profitably, so that neither their health nor 

their happiness has been impaired by the process; and at the same 

time they have had sufficient opportunity for recreation out of school 

to refresh and invigorate both mind and body. This we think is 

just as it should be; we also think the schools, as at present con

ducted would not lose, but rather gain by the ch~nge proposed. 

s. LANCASTER, l 
A. LrnnEY, . I 
J. F. SANDERS, ~ Directors. 
B. E. POTTER, I 
D. w. MOSHER, J 

BANGOR. 

The whole number of schools in Bangor, kept during tho whole 

or a part of the 'school year, is sixty-two. Of these, fourteen are 

Suburban. Of the remuinder, nineteen are Primary, sixteen Inter

mediate, six Grammar, four Select, two High, and one Apprentice. 

The whole tiumber of teachers, employed the whole or a part of 

the year, is eighty-three. Of these, eighteen were employed in the 

Suburban Schools, sixty-five in the City Schools. Of the latter, 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPOR1'. 81 

number, fifty-three were employed as principals, and twelve as 
aBsistants. 

As a general rule, the teachers employed the past year have been 
competent a,nd faithful; and have succeeded well in satisfying the 
public, and in gaining the love of their pupils. As I have reason 
to believe that nearly all have endeavored to do their duty consci
entiously, it would be improper, perhaps, for me to bestow especial 
commendation upon any individually. Teachers are an exceedingly 
sensitive class of persons. They know that their continuance in 
office depends on the good will of their employers, and that this 
good will is won or lost according as they are regarded as faithful 
or unfaithful to their trust. A word of undeserved censure cuts to 
the quick; but a word of commendation from the right quarter, con
soles them for many a hard day's work. I would not therefore, say 
aught in public to wound the feelings of any one who has tried, 
however unsuccessfully, to deserve success. All who attempt to 
teach do not alike possess the requisite qualities for succeeding; but· 
the failure of success does not necessarily imply a want of effort or 
of a desire to succeed, which calls for public exposure. In all cases 
except manifest dereliction of duty, teachers should be treated with 
kindness, consideration and deference. If, after a fair trial, a teacher 
gives no promise of proper success, the unwelcome information should 
be communicated in a spirit of kindness. Many sensitive teachers 
have been rendered almost broken hearted by the thoughtless and 
unfeeling manner in which they have been turned adrift. It is 
quite impossible for committees always to form a correct opinion of 
the merits of a school, unless they visit the school often, and make 
themselves acquainted with the circumstances connected with it. 
In one district, children nay be trained at home by judicious and 
faithful parents. Such children will be orderly_ and respectful at 
schocJ. In a school composed of such pupils, a teacher may have 
eminent success1 who would .utterly fail in a school composed of 
scholars brought up in an opposite manner. In judging the merits 
of the several schools, therefore, we should consider the circum

stances of each. 
It has been my aim, the past year, to learn as much as the mul

tifarious duties of my office would permit, of the actual condition of 
our schoo1s. For this purpose, I have made more than six hundred 

6 
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visits to the different schools; at most of which I have heard one or 

more recitations. During these visits, I have carefully observed 

the teachers' method of teaching and governing their schools, and 

have noted, as far as possible, the deportment of the schofars, and 

the proficiency made in, their studies. The genera} conclusion to 

which I have arrived, I have already stated. Many of our teachers 

are comparatively young, and without long experience in teaching; 

but most of them give promise, if they continue to tea.ch, of eminent 

usefulness. Of those who have been longest in the business, it may 

be sufficient to say that their long experience has been of no disad

vantage. 

My intercourse with the teachers the past year has been of the 

most friendly kind. Personally unacquainted with the r.1ost of them 

at the commencement of the year, I have by frequent visits at the 

school room, and by frequent opportunities of conversing with them 

jn the committee room, been enabled, I think, to form a pretty cor

rect e~timate of their worth ; and it affords me much gratification to 

be able to bear testimony to their general competency and devoted
ness to their occupation. Having had myself no little experience of 

the trials and perplexities that beset a teacher's life, I cannot but 

sympathize with them in their joys and sorrows. 

If they have derived no benefit from any suggestions or advice I 

may have given them, nor been comforted by words of cheer when 

in trouble, or of encouragement when disheartened and perplexed, 

they will not, I trust, attribute it to any unfriendly disposition on 

my part. 

In my intercourse with scholars, also, I have endeavored to bear 

in mind that the schools were established and teachers employed for 

their benefit; and it has been my effort to impress upon them the 

duty of obedience to their teachers, and of compliance with school 

regulations, as a means to that end. In cases of insubordination or 

of any dereliction on the part of scholat:s, calling for my interference, 

it has been my aim to convince them of their error, by kind and 

friendly reasoning, rather than by harsh and ill natured reprimand. 

By gentleness and kindness even savage beasts may be tamed and 

rendered docile-much more human beings. Few boys are so de

praved, or so lost to all self-respect as to be entirely irreclaimable, 

if proper appliances are used. All, or nearly all, can appreciate a 
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kind word; and this, they who most need it, seldom receive. When 

I consider, as during the last year I have had frequent occasion to 

consider, the poverty, jgnorance, and lax morality of many parents; 

the wretched squalidnesss and misery of many homes; the prev':t

lent profaneness, not only of those whom by general consent we call 

depraved, but of others, regarded by the world as respectable; in 

short, the manifold temptations to vice, and the various evil influ

mces to which the young and thoughtless are exposed, I cease to 

wonder why we have so much trouble in our schools from vicious 

and truant boys; I rather wonder we do not have more. When, 

therefore, I have occasion, as I have frequently had, to deal offic

ially with the erring young, I have endeavored to gain their confi

dence by showing myself their friend, and then, by friendly expostu

lation and admonition, prepare the way for repentance. I have 

remembered that we have high authority for believing "That there 

is more joy in Heaven over one sinner that repenteth, than over 

ninety and nine just persons needing no repentance." 

After a thorough discussion of the subject of reconstructing the 

High, Select, and Grammar Schools for Boys, the superintendent 

continues :-

The High, Select, and Grammar ·schools for Girls continue to 
maintain their former high reputation for thoroughness and efficiency. 

nw Grammar School on Union Square has exchanged one teacher 

for :1nother equally good. In the Select School, Miss Fox has 

made good the loss of the former assistant. With these exceptions, 

the teachers of these schools are the same as for some years past. 

~rhe success they have had, and the confidence reposed in them gen

erally, demonstrate the advantages of making as permanent as pos

sible the profession of tea,ching. 
I have not found in these schools, the same necessity for recon

struction as in the schools for boys, of similar grades. They are all 

so nearly perfect, that I hardly know what changes for the better 

to propose. If there is any fault, I think it is in having in some of 

them too many branches, and in the consequent necessity felt by the 

teachers of urging their pupils to accomplish more than is good for 

their physical well being. I think that physical education demands 

more attention, on the part of teachers generally, than it receives. 

A sound mind in a sound body is the perfection of humanity. 
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The Intermediate and Primary Schools are, though in a humbler 

sphere, equal in excellence and usefulness to those of higher preten

sions. I have taken as much interest in visiting the schools of these 

grades as of any others in the city, and I have had as much occasion 

to commend the persevering industry and devotion to their employ

ment on the part of the teachers of these schools, as of any others. 

If parents would often visit these schools and observe the self-denials 

the teachers have often to practice, the perplexing and frequently 

disagreeable duties they have to discharge, the unceasing labors they 

have to perform, in short, the unwearied patience they must always 

practice in the management of children, we should not be likely to 

hear so many unreasonable and unjust complaints. 

The Apprentice School the past winter has not been so fully 
attended, nor, I suspect, so profitable, as in some past years. 

For the accommodation of this school, it seems to me desirable, 

that some room should be permanently secured. The room occupied 

for several years past by this school, is badly located, and is very 

unattractive to scholars. Moreover the rent and repairs form no 
inconsiderable item of expense. 

With a few exceptions, the Suburban Schools have the past year 

been successful. In several or the districts, the inhabitants have 

manifested unusual interest in their schools, and in consequence, an 

addition of several weeks was made to the winter term. 

On the whole, the past year, so far as our schools are concerned, 

has been one of unusual success. Both teachers and pupils have 

generally acquitted themselves with credit; and I congratulate you, 

on bringing your labors to so successful a termination. We have a 

just right to be proud of our schools; they are the noble inheritance 

received from wise and patriotic ancestors, and they have long been 

cherished by the citizens of Bangor, as the choicest legacy to be 

bequeathed to their children. 

D. WoRCESTER, Superintendent. 

BATH. 

Very few schools in the country afford greater ad vantages to their 

pupils, than our own High School. These advantages are equally 
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·within the reach of all, rich and poor. This school takes the place 

of the old Bath academy. No one can visit this school in its pres
ent condition and compare it with the former school, under the direc

tion of the trustees of the academy, without seeing at once the 

greatly increased advantages of a public, free High school over an 

aicademy. These advantages are chiefly owing to the fact that we 

l1ave a system of graded schools in the city, and, this being the 
highest school in the grade, the classification can be made much more 
thorough and complete than in former times. 

During the past year, the new High school-house has been fin

ished, and is now occupied. This is probably superior to any other 

school-house in the State. It is one of the most conspicuous build

ings in the city-thoroughly built, ample in its proportions and 
rooms for study and recitation; and this is at once an object of great 

interest to our citizens generally, and to those more immediately 

connected with the schools. 

On the 12th day of December, 1860, the new house was formally 

dedicated to the purposes for which it was erected. 

Believing that it may be interesting to those who shall come after 

us to read an account of the exercises of the occasion, I will here 

give a report of the addresses and remarks by the several speakers. 
Mr. John Hayden, in behalf of the Board of Trustees and as 

chairman of the building committee, presented the keys of the new 

building to the mayor of the city, and spoke nearly as follows: 
Education has been considered an object of the highest importance 

by the greatest and best minds in all ages. I use the term educa

tion in no narrow and restricted, but in the widest and most com

prehensive sense. 
Perhaps no better definition can be given than the words of the 

benevolent donor of the fund which gave life to the Smithsonian 

Institution-" the increase and diffusion of knowledge among men." 

To increase and diffuse knowledge has been the desire of those who 

possessed knowledge, in every period of man's history. But the 

modes of doing it have been various. Until a time comparatively 
recent, all modes embraced the idea that a few should enjoy the 

benefits of education personally, and that few should be highly edu

cated, with a view to serve the purpose of directors to the great mass 

who remained in ignorance. 



86 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

To our Pilgrim Fathers belongs the glory of introducing to the 

world a new and better mode, by which the whole community could 

share in some degree in the· privileges of education. They estab

lished free schools where all the children could obtain the rudiments 

of education, and probably would have gone farther and established 

schools of a higher grade had they possessed the means. But with 

their sparse population, that not being feasible, they endowed acad

emies, wherever the community could, with that assistance, main
tain a higher school; and founded colleges in every. State, by means 
of which the students of limited means could obtain a liberal edu

cation. 

In pursuance of this system the legislature of Massachusetts 

passed, in the year 1805, an act of incorporation for an academy in 
this place, and endowed it with a half township of land. The acad

emy went into operation in 1825, and continued until 1841, when 

the present High school was established, which has furnished not 

only all the facilities for education required by law of the Trustees 

of the Bath academy, but has extended that privilege to all the chil
dren in the town without restriction and without price, and has 
become an institution of which Bath may justly feel proud. 

In August, 1858, the Trustees of Bath academy, thinking it best 
to place the funds belonging to the institution on a permanent basis, 
initiated measures which resulted in the erection of this edifice, 
entering into an agreement with the city of Bath, by the terms of 
which the expense of a lot and edifice: over and above the amount 

of funds in the hands of the trustees, should be borne by the city

the trustees leasing the whole to the city for 99 years, on the condi

tion that the city assume all the liabilities of the trustees in regard 

to students from other towm1. In compliance with this agreement, 

the trustees have expended about $12,300, and the city, $6,900. · 

In addition to this, the city .has expended $1,200 for furniture. 

The trustees made choice of a building committee who employed 

F. H. Fassett, Esq., as architect. With his valuable assistance, 

which they are happy here to acknowledge, they have erected this 

building, which the trustees have directed me as chairman of that 

committee to transfer to the city in accordance with their agreement. 

Now therefore, Mr. Mayor, in accordance with my instructions, I 

hereby transfer this building and lot to the city, by the delivery of 
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the keys to you; and trust that the city government will see that it 

ia well taken care of, and devoted to the purpose for which it was 
designed. 

The mayor, Dr. Israel Putnam, took the keys from Mr. Hayden: 

made a few remarks complimentary to the trustees and building 
committee for their interest and labors in furnishing so spacious and 

commodious a building for the city, the pleasure he took in accept

ing these keys in behalf of the city; and in closing, he delivered the 

keys to the school committee. 

Rev. E. Whittlesey took the keys, and then said : 

Mr. Chairman :-In rising to respond to the address of our hon

ored mayor, it becomes me to say that I occupy this position, not 

because I possess any special fitness for it, the other members of the 

]Board which I represent being both my seniors, and better qualified 

to perform this duty than myself, but because of an accident of office. 

It has been discovered by some enterprising antiquarian, that long 

ago, I was elected President of the Superintending School Commit

tee of Bath. It falls upon me, therefore, acting in behalf of that 

committee, to receive from the hands of our chief municipal officer 

the keys of this noble edifice, anfi to accept the sacred trust that has 

been imposed upon us. We pledge our earnest efforts to preserve 
this house from injury, and to devote it to the .purposes for which it 

has been erected. By a solemn act of worship it has been now ded
icated to the cause of education. Here the youth of this city having 
passed through the course of study prescribed for the lower grades 
of our public schools, will be taught in those higher branches of 
learning, which will fit them to fill important stations in life. In 
what better way can wealth be employed, than in furnishing facili
ties for sound education? This was one of the first objects to which 

our wise Fathers directed their attention. And the system of pub

lic schools which they established, has proved a rich legacy to tl:.eir 

descendants. Were there time, Mr. chairman, it would not be diffi

cult to show that, for our commercial prosperity, our civil and social 

order, and our religious privileges, we are largely indebted to our 

public schools. Our country has enjoyed from the beginning of its 

history the blessings of christian education. Not that christianity 

is distinctly taught in our common schools, but that the whole sys

tem is based upon the christian idea that all men are worth educa-
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ting, and are capable of being trained and elevated. We aim to 
instruct, not the few, but the many-not a privileged class, but the 
people. The ancient pagan civilizations passed by the toiling masses. 
Christian education is the bringing up of these multitudes, long trod
den in the dust. For it sees in the working classes not mere tools, 
fit only to minister to tho luxury of their superiors, but men, made 
in the image of God, and endowed with immortal minds. 

For this noble end, then, America exists-not to bind down, but 
to bring up; not to keep in ignorance, but to educate the millions 
that till the soil, and build the ships, and carry on the trades and 
industrial arts; to show that culture and labor may go together, and 
that the more the workman is educated, the more productive will be 
his labor. 

The experiment has already gone far enough to indicate what the 
result will be. Facts have been published which prove that educa
tion adds greatly to the value of labor. Some years ago, investiga
tions were made by Mr. Horace Mann, which clearly showed that 
no kind of labor can be so well performed without knowledge in the 
workman, as with it. •' It is," he says, "a fact of universal noto
riety, that the manufacturing population of England, as a class, 
work for half, or less than half the 'wages of our own. The cost of 
machinery there, is about ha,lf as much as the cost of the same article 
with us; whil~ our capital when loaned produces nearly double the 
rate of English interest. Yet, against these grand adverse circum
stances, our manufacturers, with a small percentage of tariff, suc
cessfully compete with the English capitalists, in many branches of 
manufacturing busines No explanation can be given of this extra
ordinary fact, which does not take into the account the difference 
between the operatives of the two countries. I have been told by 
one of our most careful and successful manufacturers, that, on sub
stituting, in one of his cotton mills, a better for a poorer educated 
~lass of operatives, he was enabled to add twelve or fifteen per cent. 
to the speed of his machinery, without any increase of damage or 
danger from the acceleration." Many practical business men have 
given their testimony in favor of employing elevated, rather than 
ignorant workmen. "They produce the best work, the most of it, 
with the least injury to the machinery." 

It is equally true that the interests of commerce are promoted by 
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education. The attention of English statesmen has been attracted 

to the advantag.e which our system of popular education has given to 

the commercial marine of the United States. Papers were presented 

to the English Parliament, in 1818, which proved "that American 

ships maintained a decided preference over British ships; that Amer

ican captains and seamen, are, on the whole, superior to English 

seamen1 and this superiority is mainly attributed to their better edu
cation." 

With the influence of our public schools on social and religious 

life, we 3,re all familiar. We know how education enriches a man's 

life, broadens his field of thought, and multiplies his interests and 

pleasures; we know how it refines the tastes, and so elevates society, 

and gives it a higher tone of culture. We know how it fits the mind 

to grasp moral and religious truth, and so to resist the assaults of 

error. Our Puritan Fathers, therefore, did wisely in building the 

school-house beside the church, and in making careful provision for 

the intellectual training of their children. And we shall do wisely 

iif we follow their example, and devote our wealth and our earnest 

attention to the support and the improvement of our public schools. 

Samuel F. Dike, then made a brief dedicatory address, as follows: 

Thirty-three years ago the Trustees of the Bath Academy began 
to prepare to build the old house which we have just left. Thirty

two years ago,. it was in part, finished. Thirty-one years ago, it 

seems by the records, to have been so far finished, that it could be 

occupied by a female teacher. The sum appropriated by the Trus

tees for that house, was two thousand dollars. The size of that 

house was 38 by 48. That was quite a spacious house for Bath at 

that day. 
We have now assembled in the new house, and you do not need 

to have me remind you that this latter house is greater than the 

former. The size of this house is 49 by 75. The main rooms for 

study are larger than the old building. The cost of the new house 

is more than twenty thousand dollars. Look at the spacious rooms 

below this spacious hall, and all the conveniences within and about 

the house. It gives us all great pleasure, that to-morrow, we shall 

begin to occupy such a spacious, convenient and beautiful building. 

We feel as if we were entering upon a new era. In looking back 

into the past of our city the thought comes very forcibly into mind, 
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what a change in school-houses, in teachers, in modes of teaching 

and in the ideas of community on the subject of education, between 

this day and thirty years ago. Look at our schools to-day, and 

compare them with those in town thirty years ago. Look at this 

house, and compare it with the house built thirty years ago, just 

below us. We do not mean to speak of the difference between to

day and thirty years ago this day: so much in respect to what we 
have already attained, as in respect to what we shall attain by pur

suing the new views of education, which we are now beginning to 

entertain. We are now just learning that our old methods of in

struction are not those best calcufated to develope and strengthen 

all the faculties and powers of mind and body. It is beginning to 

be seen that the mere attainment of facts in science, language, his

tory, &c., is not education. Education is something more than fill

ing the memory with knowledge. Books and the collection of facts 

are of value ~n their proper places; they constitute a part of edu
cation. 

But, true education does more than merely heap together facts, 
and gathe!' into our own store-house the knowledges which have been 
gained by other men. It does more than to impart knowledge; it 
imparts the ability to make a skilful use of all the powers and fac

ulties of the human mind. True education educates the mind; all 

its powers and faculties; the whole man. 

It educates the senses. It is a part of education which has been 
hitherto, too much neglected; the educa6on of the senses. The 

senses may be, and ought to be, much better etlucated than they 

usually are: we ought to learn and observe more.carefully; to hear 

more carefully; to see more carefully; and to distinguish the true 

from the false, more carefully. How much more men might learn 

from well-formed habits of observation! A thousand facts are at

tained by the close observer of Nature, where one is attained by the 

stupid, ignorant and inattentive mind. A man who is deprived of 

one or two of the senses, is apt to educate much more carefully the 

other senses of which he is possessed. The blind man educates his 

sense of hearing, or sense of touch; the deaf, his sense of sight; 

the dumb, his remaining senses, &c. They do this from necessity. 

You are acquainted with facts, or persons whose cases will illustrate 
this point. 
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Now I believe, it is quite possible for us all to educate these senses 

as carefully and skilfully, as the man, who is deprived of some one 

o:r more, educates his remaining senses. It is said to have been 

clearly proved that the blind do not hear more acutely or more accu

rately than others, as far as the sense itself is concerned. But they 

have acquired a greater skill in the use of those senses, because they 

have, in a degree, been compelled to do so. They have so educated 

and disciplined those senses which they do possess, as to be able to 

use them often with great skill. Their perceptions are sometimes 

wonderfully quick and certain. True education gives us greater 

skill and ability to use every power and faculty, given to us by our 

Creator. It teaches us how to work to the best advantage, and thus 

enables us to do more than we can without it. It not merely makes 

us wiser men, but also makes us more skilful and able actors, doers 

and laborers. 

Some men think they have education when they are merely pos-· 

8essed of knowledge; when they only know what other wise men 

know. But, then, they only possess other men's knowledge. They 

have borrowed other men's tools or implements, probably without 

their skill in the use of them. This they cannot borrow so easily. 

'.rhey think they seei when they only see how much other men know. 

They think they have been instructed, when they have on1y learned 

that other men know some things. True education gives men more 

full possession of their own powers of mind. It causes men to arise 

and stand upon their own feet. It gives them additional strength 

and ability, and skilfulness and power. 

True education makes the men of the day-the great men, the 

useful men, the activei energetic men. It educates them for their 

places.. It makes statesmen, lawyers, editors of newspapers, finan

ciern, engineers, architects, teachers. The true education of man 

tends to supply the wants of the age, whetlier they be to build cities, 

govern states, command armies, or solve any or all the problems of 

human life. I care not whether these men are educated in colleges 

or schools; or in the great school of human life; they are educated 

men. 

George Stephenson, the great civil engineer, was an educated 

man. Though at eighteen years of age, he could not read his mother 

tongue, and by practicing '' pothooks;'' even at nineteen could only 
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write his own name, yet, in a few years afterwards he appeared be
fore committees of parliament, and scientific and learned men, and 

often got the better of them in argument on scientific subjects ; and 

at last attained the position of one of the foremost men of his day. 

He was self-educated, but he was none the less an educated man. 

Men are not fully educated in a single room or a single school, or 

college, or institution. Life opens many different departments. All 

the opportunities on earth serve to educate more perfectly, the faith

ful student, and fit him for a higher state of existence hereafter. 

We must not reject any of them ; but welcome the school, the col

lege, the inst.itutions of learning, the lessons of human life, every 
mode of promoting the progress and education of man. The school

house has an influence more than mere brick walls. Virtue goes 
forth even from the hem of the garments. The memory, the 

senses, the powers of observation and reflection, and the rational 

powers, all need to be educated. And books, and schools, and col

leges, and the knowledge of other men, and their wisdom, and accu

rate observation, and close application,-all contribute their part in 
perfecting the work of true education. Let us welcome them all. 
Let us give our sympathies and aid to them all. Let us not believe 
that the education of the past, or even the education of to-day, is 
sufficient for the man and woman of the coming days. New times 
and conditions of the world, new states of human society are press
ing closely upon us, and the men must be raised up for the times. 
Already we see in the distant horizon, dark clouds gathering over 

our beloved country; and we hear the low murmur of the thunder; 

but we trust that, through all the agencies which are at work at this 

day, God will raise up great and good men, who will stand at the 

helm of the Ship of State, and, under the guiding wisdom and prov

idence of God, direct us safely through all our troubles, and bring 

us into the haven of peace. 

6reece and Rome had their peculiar means of education-their 

schools of philosophy, their forum, their civil governments and their 
great men. They educated men in some way, if they had not our 

educational system; for great men are educated men. They are 

educated for the times, for the wants of the age in which they live, 

for the country and the states of civilization. Then great men, like 

Pericles, Demosthenes, Cfoero and Coosar, meet the people face to 
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face, and by that means become skilful in controllir1g and governing. 
We live in a very different age, and in different states and conditions 
of the people as to religous, moral, intellectual and physical culture; 
and the education which was wise and good for those days, must be 
immeasurably modified for our day, and race: and civilization, and 
religion. It is for the education of the men and women of to-day, 
to-morrow and the future, that we need to provide; to work; and 
to promote which, all our sympathies and best endeavors are needed. 

Let us all unite to-day, to dedicate this building and all that be
longs to it, however humble the position it shall hold in the great 
world: to the purposes of true education. Let us foster such an 
education here: and give it our support,-give of our means) for we 
all have something to give, though it be but the widow's mite, and 
then sound learning will be promoted, humanity will be aided, and 
the christian faith and christian religion will be strengthened and in
creased among men: and the world will be better for our having 
lived and acted even the humblest part in it. 

Dr. Sheldon then spoke substantially, as follows: 
Mr. Chairman :-As I cast my eyes around this spacious hall, 

the upper story of this High school edifice, my first impulse is to 
congratulate the trustees and their building committee, on the suc
cessful accomplishment of their pla,n and undertaking. With them 
also I congratulate the citizens of Bath, and the fathers and mothers 
among us, whose children are here to be trained, on this important 
accessfon to their educational facilities. I am g1ad to see so many 
of them now present We have here a building for our High school, 
which is second to none of its class in the State. I rejoice with you 
all, that we to-da,y see the realized fruit of so much outlay, toil and 
energy: and of so much well-applied skill. Our city is honored in 
having such a noble, well-contrived and well-furnished edifice for 
the accommodation of the teachers and pupils of its High school. 

I had not thought, Mr. Chairman, of saying a word about this 
piece of workmanship; but no sooner had I stepped upon this plat
form, and looked around on this audience, than these sentences came 
unbidden to my lips. Excuse me, sir, if they come less fitly from 
me, than from another. 

I have no premeditated speech to make. The few remarks which 
I may offer will be but a partial analysis and expansion of an idea 
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which you have just heard from the Rev. Mr. Whittlesey, one of 
my esteemed associates on the school committee. He has told you 

that this building was erected to aid in the work of giving to our 

children a christian education. I heartily reaffirm the declaration. 

What we should all specia.lly desire for our children JS that they may 

be trained under the presiding influence, and the guiding spirit of 

christianity. 

But here the question suggests itself to me, and probably to many 

of you: What is a christian education? What do we mean-what 

ought we to be understood to mean, when we say that the object 

aimed at in al] our schools is to give to the young a christian edu

cation?- Our city, for instance, makes a yearly appropriation of 

about ten thousand dollars for the support of its different schools ; 

which is, I suppose, a somewhat greater sum than is raised in all 

our religious societies, to meet the annual expenses of christian teach

ing and christian worship. Is it then the wish of the city, that there 

should be continued, during the six da,ys on which our children 

gather in the schools, substantially that sort of instruction, which is 
wont to be imparted on one day to the various Sunday congrega

tions. Is this what any of us intend by giving a christian educa

tion? I do not, sir, so understa,nd the matter; and I do not imag

ine that anybody so regards it. I believe that our city would not 
approprjate so large a sum for its schools, if the special contents of 

what we variously mean by christianity were mainly taught in them. 

The school is unlike the church, and calls for different, though not 

opposite teachings. It is no place for secta,rian drilling and influ

ence. Neither the stricter nor the freer sects would justify any such 

course .. The school, further, must not interfere with the family, as 

it might do, by making its religious teachings too special, nor can 

it be relied on to supply the deficiencies of the family, and to per

form the whole of its proper work in thjs respect. 

It seems to me that wo make the education given in our schools 

cltristian, so far as this is practica,ble, and on the whole desirable, 

when we take care that it be conducted in recognized agreement with 

the commonly acknowledged sentiments and teachings of christianity. 

To secure this object, the school committee require that a portion of 

the scriptures be daily read in each of the schools, and that on the 

morning of each dc1y they be opened wHh prayer; the teachers being 
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at liberty to use either the Lord's Prnyer, or such other form, or free 

utterances of devout address and petition to our heavenly Father, as 

they may prefer. 

It is a remark of Tertullian, one of the eminent fathers of the 

church in North Africa, and Neander quotes it approvingly, that 

" the human soul is naturally christian ;" and unless we admit an 

underlying basis of truth in this declaration, I do not see how we 

are to account for it, that it is possibie to give to any of our children 

a christian training. But in whatever sense or degree "the soul is 

naturally christian, '' either in its deepest instincts, or in tho ideas 

which it is fitted to acquire, it belongs to a right education to call 

forth into greater activity these instincts, and so to dcn:i1op and 

guide all its faculties, that it shall gain these controlling ideas. So 

far as the school is concerned, an honest practical recognition of 

christianity will suffice for this purpose, provided, especia11y, that 

the christian sentiments and teachings are duly exhibited e1s6where. 
The main business of school education must always be instruction 

in language-'--aS the instrument of thought and the vehicle of dis

course,-and in the elements of the most common and necessary 

branches of science. The studies in this High school have been ar

ranged with reference to these two objects. We provide for the 

teaching of the English language;° and endeavor to give to all 

the pupils a knowledge of its structure and powers, and an icquain
lance with its use in speech and in writing. Exercises in gran:m::ar, 
rhetoric, and composition are required for this end. Tbo ancient 

Latin and Greek languages, and the French and German among 

modern tongues: a:rn also taught to such students as design to learn 

them, and have time and ability to make :1 satisfactory progress in 

them. The use of all these foreign languages is partly to throw 

light on the English, and partly to exercise the mind, while moling 
available their literary t,reasnres. In a(k1ition to this, the study of 

language is tlrn study of the human mind, and of its thoughts, sen

timents, and tendencies expressed in language; and so leads to the 

study of the intellectual and moral universe, and of God its :B\ithcr. 
In its tendency, then, it is christian, or may be rendered so; and 

this is all we claim for it. 
The sciences here taught are the e1ements of the mathematics, 

and of the natural sciences. In the mathematics, we do not go be-
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yond algebra, geometry, trigonometry, and their applications. The 
value of these branches, as supplying the laws and formal expres
sions, according to which the physical universe is found to be made, 
and as a. discipline of the mental powers, does not here need to be 
urged. The natural sciences lay open to our intelligent compre
hension a portion of God's material creation. They help us to read 
and understand something of the hand-writing, minutely spread 
over every accessible part and object of the physical universe. 

All our direct school instruction and school studies, then, though 
lying without the circle of christianity proper, are expected to pro
ceed under its acknowledgement and influence, and to find in it their 
complement. Education gives the true end of life, and becomes its 
true guide, only as it is made christian. No man at the present 
day--certainly no wise believer in the religion of Christ, has any 
apprehension that true christianity can be in conflict with any of 
the discoveries of real science, or with any of the results of the 
broadest and most generous human culture. But, I repeat it, we 
do not teach, in any formal way, christianity in our schools; and, 
if we distinctly recognize and honor it in all the schools, as we cer-
tainly do, and intend to do, and feel ourselves bound to do, as the 
appointed school guardians, yet what we thus honor is not the chris
tianity of any particular sect, but its great commanding features and 
spirit, which are common to all christians of whatever sect; and for 
myself I have no doubt that what is thus common to all is, for this 
very reason, the best,-the most christian and the most human. 
If, however, any think differently, they will never find their pecu
liar views assailed or spoken of disparagingly in any of the city 
sc.hools. 

Mr. Dunton, principal of the High school, then made remarks, 
as follows: 

Mr. Chairman :-In behalf of the teachers and scholars of the 
Bath High school, I would tender to the trustees of the academy, 
and to tho city, our grateful acknowledgements of their liberality 
and public spirit, in providing for us so beautiful and costly a house. 

The generosity of the city of Bath toward her sons and daughters, 
as manifested in her public schools, has been proverbial heretofore ; 
what then will be said, what ought to be said now! 

I am told that this is the best High school building in the State ; 
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and that it is not surpassed, if indeed it is equalled, in New Eng
land. Then, scholars, what is our duty to our friends who have pro

vided it for us 'J Certainly nothing less than a faithful discharge of 
our duty to ourselves. And in determining what that duty is, may 
we not receive a valuable hint from the house itself? vYhere will 
you find more pleasant and inviting rooms? Where will you look 
for better-ordered arrangement than is here displayed? Is there 
any cheat or deception in the house itself, showing in any way that 
it is not from cellar to garret just what it seems to be'! And was 
it anything less than the love of learning among our friends, not for 
themselves, but for their children, that caused the expenditure of so 
many thousands 'J Let us, then, dedicate this house, and consecrate 
ourselves for the time we ma,y remain in it, to cheerfulness, order, 
truth and learning. 

And will these parents pardon me for presenting, to-day a few 
practical reflections? For though you have furnished us a fine 
house, your work is not done. 'rhere are certain continuing obli
gations, which you can discharge to your children only by a work 
of time. 

The number of notes explanatory of absence and tardiness, that 
you have compelled us to call for, examine, consider, and determine 
upon, during the past year, must be counted by thousands. Now 
I appeal to you, whether, while you continue to impose such a tax 
upon your teachers, you can reasonably expect that the deepest in
terest will be awakened, and the highest good accomplished for yolfr 
children. Then let absence and tardiness be much diminished the 
coming year. 

Another point is worthy of attention. During the past year, 
with one or two exceptions, the school has not been visited by the 
parents of a single scholar. Now the importance of encouraging 
children by your presence and sympathy, you acknowledge in every
thing else; and why withhold it here? Do you fear you will dis
tract the attention of pupils from their books by an unusual call?
But your visits will not be unusual, if you do your duty. I assure 
you, parents, that your presence in the school-room is not annoying; 
but on the contrary, encouraging and highly beneficial, both to schol
ars and teachers. Then let us see you ofteni for you are always 
welcome. 

7 
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I will onJy add that I pledge all of you the faithful and earnest 
efforts of the teachers, and invoke tho hearty cooperation of commit
tee, parents and scholars, to make this school rank among schools, 
where this house does among houses, if not the very best, among the 

best. 

BETHEL. 

As compared with their condition last year, our schools exhibit 
very few contrasts calling for special remark. That their working, 
during the year, has been as successful as we desired, is not ch1imed : 
nor have many of them done as well as their means rendered prac
ticable. Nevertheless, viewed collectively, it is believed that our 

schools have, in some respects, made improvements on preceding 
years. A more particular view would show, that while some schools 
have done much better than last year, a few others have not, per

haps, done as well. 
It is no exaggeration to say, that most of our school-houses are 

not fit to be occupied as such. In the face of the rapid prosperity 
of the last ten years, during which the valuation of the town has 

more than doubled, is it not a shame that most of our school-houses, 
never what they ought to have been, are what they were, with the 
reduction of ten years rou0 h usage? Good school-houses, large, 
well ventilated and warmed, located and finish_ed with taste, and 
furnished with the necessary apparatus, are worth all, and more 
than all they cost. They are scarcely second to the competent in
structor, and merit more attention than they have received. As it 
now is, search will be made in vain, in many of our school-houses, 
for even a blackboard or a chair. Comment is useless. Until 
public sentiment is educated to juster views, it is vain to hope for 
much real improvement in our schools. 

We have also labored to improve our schools by insisting on, and 
attending to, a better classification). but we confess that we have 
but imperfectly performed the duty incumbent on us in this respect. 
Parents and teachers have not seconded our efforts as they should. 
Parents too often assume to classify the school before it begins. If 
they send their children to school with Third or Fourth Readers, and 
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ihe committee finds ihem fit only for the First and Second, there are 

few instances in which offence will not be taken if the committee do 

their <luty. The same is true of nearly all the heterogeneous books 

with which children enter the school-room. The teachers too often 

fin a it e:1sier to take the pupils on their own, or their parents' whims, 

and fritter away the time amidst this chaos of books, studies, and 
diversity of attainments, than to classify the school and reduce it to 

order in the face of ignorant opposition. In this way, in a few in

stances, the wealme~s of teachers has annulled the methods enjoined 

by your committee. Your committee have proposed to themselves 

to strive to be more faithful to t~is duty in the time to come; both 

in classifying the schoo1s themselves, and in requiring a stricter 

observance of their directions on the part of teachers. 

Efforts to improve our schools have also been made by seeking a 

higher grade of qualifications in the teachers. It is a common fal

lacy to infer, that he who has most the9retical knowledge has, there

fore, the highest qualifications for a teacher. Teaching is an art, 

and has its methods, which must be learned by special study, as 

much as arithmetic or English grammar. Many a trackman on the 

railroad can drive a spike better than the chief engineer, and many 

a common joiner can handle the adz more skilfully than the master 

builder. What is meant is, that something more is required of the 

teacher than simply to und0rstnnd the lessons of his pupils. He 

must know how to classify and govern his school, and should be 
practically familiar with the best methods of teaching; and th~se, 

we have sought to inculcate. That we might elevate the grade of 

teachers in our schools, we have been more careful in our examina

tions. We have put them into writing and required answers in 

wntmg. Some have complained of this strictness, but it is believed 

that all who have looked to the interests of education, appreciate and 

approve it. Certain it is that no mere capriciousness, nor the grat

ification of' curiosity has h.ad anything to do with this matter. We 
shall persevere in our efforts to secure better and still better teachers, 

confident not only of your approval, but also that good results will 

follow. It is believed that more interest would be generally felt in 

favor of better teachers, if the people could see the comparison and 

contrasts exhibited by our schools under different teachers. They 

would then understand what is meant by methods of teaching, gov-
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erning, &c. We have had several good teachers engaged during t110 
year; good in attainments, and also in method; and it is to be hoped 

that these may not lack employment because they require higher 

wages ;-as compared with some others, they are worth more than 

double wages. It is a pleasure to visit the school-room of ~uch 

teachers; everything is in order, the house neat, the pupils studious, 

and the recitations prompt and correct. But on the other hand, 

several of our schools have been afflicted with incompetent teachers; 

some of fair attainments, incompetent in method, &c., and other& 

incompetent in both attainmer:ts and method. Doubtless we gave 

certificates of qualifications to some not worthy; certainly our stan

dard has been none too high, and it is in contemplation to raise it 
for the coming year. It has seemed better, on the whole, to raise 

the standard gradually, but certainly, rather than abruptly. 

It was said, there have been in our schools some teachers who 

were not competent to their duties. This will not be doubted when 

it is stated, that eight errors, such as no average school boy of twelve 

years should make, were counted in the copies of the writing books 
of a single school. From another school, the report comes that, 

'' the Oriental practice of reclining, was much in vogue in thi& 
school this winter; and in a modified form, was observed also dur
ing recitations," coupled with which, is the suggestion that the town 
furnish them with divans before another wint8r. In other schools, 

this reclining was observed in the reading classes-the pupil spread

ing his book on his desk, bending over it so as to rest his head on 
his hand while the elbow rested on the desk, and then dravding in 

a lazy smothered tone. From another, we hear: '' This was an 

eclectic school. It combined play and study; the play greatly pre

ponderating.'' The report from still another is that : '' The school 

served somewhat to save the complexion of the youngsters, and les

sened their liability to sun-stroke, and other casualties, to which 

they might have been exposed by running at large." Many other 

illustrative and significant facts could be given, but enough has been 

said to show that much remains to be done to furnish teachers for 

our schools capable of wisely classifying, governing, and instructing 

by the most efficient methods, those committed to their charge It 

is also hored enough has been said to secure your generous coopera

tion with your committee in their efforts to this end. 
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Permit a few words in relation to school officers. Many look upon 

a superintending school committee, as useless and expensive. If 
this has been true in any ca,se, the fault rests with those who have 

elected incompetent or indolent men, who either did not know the 

conditions of good sehools, or as hangers on, lacked the decision of 

character necessary to pursue them with energy. Teachers often 

know that the superintending committee are incompetent to examine 
them; and in such cases, it is not sur-prising that the committee 

command little respect and exert no influence on the practical work

ing of the schools. The office of school agent involves the interests 

of our schools much more than has been practically allowed. Through 

neglect of their duties they do more to embarrass the work of your 

committee than any other single cause. Cannot something be done 

to remedy this evil 1 Will not school districts require that their 

agents shall understand their duties, and be willing to perform 

them? Is ignorance of his duties, or unwillingness to perform 

them, a fit qualification for office? Too often these agents engage 

relatives of theirs for teachers, and then traduce your committee if 

they do not approve their action. Too often they cannot or do not 

distinguish between a cheap teacher and a good one,-and with a 
few worthy exceptions, seldom give season.able notice to your com
mittee, of the beginning and ending of their terms. The effect of 

this last, often is almost entirely to defeat the classification and 

supervision we might be ab1e to give. Will not our school districts 
heed this earnest remonstrance, and see to it that their agents be 

men having the ability and willingness to do their duty? 

Last year, the Legislature passed an act, placing ten per cent. of 
the school money under the control of your committee and the as
sessors of the town, jointly, with power to discriminate in favor of 

small districts. The board thus created, exercised this power in a 

limited degree. The basis upon which they acted, was that they 
should be helped who try to help themselves. If a small district 

showed its appreciation of education by seeking a good rather than 

a cheap teacher, and also contributed the board and fuel, in order 

to prolong the term; and such a district was deemed worthy of 

encouragement. At the same time the tendency to subdivide into 

small and weak districts is to be discouraged. Already this subdi

wision has gone too for ; and nothing should be done ad verse to the 
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advantages properly belonging to the larger and more populous dis
tricts. Your committee, therefore, appreciate the delicate duties 
which this law imposes, and the consequent necessity for wise dis
cretion in their performance. 

It is now recommended that the town vote an increase of its 
school money. That people is wisest and most sure to be prosper
ous, which most liberally patronizes its schools. Good schools are 
worth more than they cost. They are indispensable to the freedom 
and prosperity of republican governments. The elder Dr. Beecher 
said, many years ago, '' We must educate! We must educate! or 
we must perish by our own prosperity. If we do not, short will be 
our race from the cradle to the grave. If in our haste to be rich 
and mighty, we outrun our literary and religious institutions, they 
will never overtake us; or only come up after the battle of liberty 
is fought and lost, as spoils to grace the victory. It must not be 
permitted. And yet, what is done, must be done quickly ; for pop
ulation will not wait, and commerce will not cast anchor, and man
ufactures will not shut off the steam, nor shut down the gate, and 
agriculture, pushed by millions of freemen on their fertile soil, will 
not withhold her corrupting abundance." 

Last year the town raised $1351,80 for the support of schools. 
This gives a rate of only 2.3 mills on the dollar, on the valuation 
for 1860. Ten years ago, $1126,50 were raised, on a valuation of 
$266,498, which gave a rate of 4.2 mills on the dollar; or if the 
sum required by law had been what it is now, the $1351,80 would 

• have given a rate of five mills on the dollar,-more than double the 
rate raised last year. In ten years, the valuation has increased 
from $266,498 to $580,330, thus more than doubling; and yet 
there has been no corresponding increase of school money. Are we 
not ready to sustain our schools as liberally now as we were ten 
years ago? It is hoped, that with increasing wealth we have not 
retrograded in this respect. If, then, we are willing to sustain our 
schools with only as liberal a per ct. now as we did ten years ago, 
we must greatly increase· our school money. The interests of our 
schools demand this-the rank and position of the town demand it. 
At present, 339 towns in the State exceed this in the rate per ct. 
of school money raised,-a position in which we should be ashamed 
to remain. 
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We recommend that the town vote to raise $;2600, by tax, which 

with the other resources, will give us nearly $3000 for the support 

of our schools; a sum sufficient to make gratifying improvements 

in them. This sum can be raised as easily now, as $1200 were 

raised ten years ago. This $1200 then required a rate of 4 4 mills 

on the dollar on the valuation of the town at that time. The pro

posed $2600 will now require only the same rnte of 4.4 mills 

on the dollar, on the present valuation. At present, our 2.3 mills 

on the dollar is behind 339 towns in the State. If we raise it to 

our former rate of 4.4 mills, there will still be 100 towns in the 

State equalling or exceeding it, which is as low as we should be 

willing to mnk. In our haste to be rich, let us not outrun our lit

erary institutions. It is believed that our citizens have only to see 

this subject in its true light, promptly to vote more generous means. 

It is believed that no miserly or short-sighted policy will be per

mitted to govern our counsels in this respect. '' vVe rnust educate; 

or we must perish by our own prosperity." And it is urged upon 

our municipal officers to bring what is here recommended, properly 

before the town. If it be necessary to name it in the warrant call

ing the annual meeting, we earnestly beseech them not to neglect it. 
Graded schools possess many advantages over those not graded; 

advantages of classification and thoroughness in teaching, of vital 

importance in education. The population of this town is too scat
tered to enable us to do much in this respect in the usual wa,y. 

But there is a method by which many of its advantages may be 

secured; and which is practicable; and to it we invite particular 

attention. Let us increase our school resources to nearly $3000 

by voting a school rate of 3.4 mills on the dollar, according to the 

foregoing recommendations. Then commit $500 of it to your su

perintending school committee, or to whatever other agency you may 

judge more capable of its wise disbursement, to be expended in 

keeping schools of a medium grade between our present town schools 

and the academy. The plan might be as follows : The committee 

should engage suitable teachers, and open two schools in different 

parts of the town, to which all the children in town should be eligi

ible, regardless of district;; saving only that the number admitted 

may be limited by the committee; al ways discriminating in favor 

of those pursuing the advanced studies belonging to our common 
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schools. The time for these terms should be in the spring and au

tumn, alternating with our usual summer and winter terms. This 

would give the town two such schools in the spring, and two more 

in autumn; which, as they were alternately located in different dis

tricts, would very greatly advance the educational facilities accessi

ble to our youth of limited m_eans. But would it not injure our 

academy? By no means. It is not proposed to make them classi

cal schools, but 11 higher grade of common schools. Besides, the 

more liberally education is diffused among the masses, the more do 

academics and colleges flourish. Not only are there more acade-· 

mies and colleges in New England than in Virginia, but they are 

more' liberally sustained and patronized ; and yet New England has 

the most efficient common schools in this country, if not in the 

world. 
May our literary and free institutions continue to :flourish under 

the generous culture and liberal patronage of a free and enlight

ened people ! 

A. G. GAINES, I 
S. R. HUTCHINS, Committee. 
W.M. BEA YINS, 

BLUEHILL. 

Having reviewed the condition and standing of the several schools, 

we respectfully call your attention to the following suggestions and 

remarks: 
We deeply regret that through the negligence of agents, we are 

unable to give a full report of all the schools, and that many of the 

teachers have failed to return their registers, thereby depriving us 

of much valuable information, and rendering it impossible for us to 

give a correct statistical report. Permit us to suggest, that we might 

with advantage adopt the plan which many other towns now pursue; 

that is, that teachers shall be required to present the municipal au

thorities certificates from the committee, stating that they have 

taught such a number of weeks, in such a district, at such a price 

per week or month, and that they have returned their registers duly 

filled and signed. This, we think, would cause teachers to be more 

_prompt and particular in· regard to their registers. 
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The committee would also say a word or two in relation to text 

books. There is an evil, and a growing evil, in relation to this 

matter, which has claimed our attention during the year. For in

stance, there are at present in use in this town five different series 

of geographies; two or three of which are in use in the same schools. 

This of course makes a great deal of inconvenience for teachers, and 

is also an injury to our schools. 

The same is true, though perhaps not to the same extent, of other 

books,-grammars, spelling books, &c. Of grammars there are now 

at least two kinds in use; and facts which have recently transpired 

render it almost certain that before the year closes the number 

would be doubled, unless some special means are taken to prevent it. 

The committee have felt it to be a duty not only to remedy this evil 

for the present, but to prevent its recurrence in future. We think 

we have succeeded; and if the town will assist us in carrying out 

the plan we have adopted, we are confident that it will result in good 

to the schools, will be an actual saving of dollars and cents, and 

above all, prevent any change in school books for a long time to 

come. Our plan is simply this: We have carefully and critically 

examined the different books used, and fixed upon the one which in 

our judgment was upon the whole the best to be used; to the exclu
Bion of all others. This will make a uniformity in each school. Of 
course those who have the books which are excluded, will have to 

1buy new ones. Thus while in some districts there will be a pretty 

general change in geographies, for instance, in others there will be 

but little, the selected book being already in general use. 
To prevent the recurrence of the evil alluded to, we have caused 

a list of all books usual1y studied, and also of all those which will 

be allowed for more advanced scholars, to be printed. A copy of 

this list will be posted in each school-house in town, and teachers 

will be expected to comply with its requirements. This we firmly 

believe will not only prevent the recurrence of the evil of multiply

ing books and classes, but will also tend to prevent any further 

change in school books for a number of years, and thus prove a 

decided saving to the town. 

In doing what we have done, we have been at considerable expense 

of time, labor and money, which we bear cheerfully, believing that 

we are laboring for the good of the town. All the return we ask 
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for this extra labor and expense is that you will give us your sym

pathy and cooperation in giving this plan a full and fair trial. We 

would suggest, also, that the town appoint an agent who shall sell 

school books at a mere nominal advance on the cost, thereby making 

a great saving to purchasers. 

Few offices which the town can bestow, have more responsibility 

than that of school agent; and yet it is often considered as only a 

compliment which must be passed round among neighbors. Agents 

should be appointed for their ability to discharge their duties wisely, 

rather than for their connection with any particular political party, 

or religious sect, or because they may be made to serve the designs 

of some faction or individual in a district. As the existing prac

tice imposes on agents the dt~ty of selecting and employing teachers, 

they should be men who fully understand what class of teachers their 

schools require, and who, in employing them, will lay aside every 

personal preference or dislike, and act for the good of the whole 

district. 
The obligations and duties devolving on the office of school com

mittee are not, as many seem to suppose, of a trifling or unimportant 
character. The law plainly says, it shall be the duty of the com
mittee to prescribe what text books shall be used in schools, to exam

ine the literary qualifications of teachers, and direct the general 
course of instruction in schools. 

Parents and children have w~ighty responsibilities resting on them 

also. Their influence on the school for good or ill is almost omnip

otent. If parents desire a good and profitable school, let them over· 

see the labors of the teacher; not with the exacting spirit of task

masters, but with kindness and cooperation. Let them .show by an 

occasional yisit at the school-room, that they duly estimate the work 

for which the teacher is engaged, and that they wish to lend their 

influence and aid to support and encourage him. Many parents 

have a habit of speaking of a teacher's ability, in a disrespectful 

manner, before their children. This heartless practice cannot be 

too severely censured. If a teacher is r':'ally incompetent, take the 

proper course to procure his discharge, but never destroy the confi

dence of pupils, thereby promoting dislike and disobedience. 

In conclusion, we are happy to state that our schools have been 

more ably conducted, and as a whole, have given more general sat-
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:isfaotion than during the previous year. We rejoice in the fact that 
there appears to be an increasing interest in the cause of education, 
and that teachers of higher qualifications are demanded, and better 
schools expected each succeeding year. This is as it should be. 
The rapid advance of morals, arts, science and literature, impera
tively demands that we should advance the standard of our common 
schools each year to a higher point. 

When parents, teachers, and school officers, shall view the great 
responsibility which rests on them, in its proper light, and coope
ra,te in discharging these sacred obligations; then shall our free 

schools become what they were designed to be-the foundation and 

pillars of our free government. 

S. II. WooD, I 
E. R. OsGoon, Committee. 
w. H. KELTON, . 

BOWDOINHAM. 

During the session of the school in district No. -, two of the 

male pupils, aided and abetted by a few othersi mounted the roof of 
the school-house at noon recess, and filled the chimney with snow. 

~rhis act so offensive to the good, citizens,-so insulting to the 
teacher,-causing injury to the interior of the house, and the dis
persion of the school, should have been settled on indictment before 
:1 magistrate. But, in consideration of the very near end of the 
term,-that it was a first offence,-and that the rioters appeared 
ashamed of their conduct, as they had good reason to be; they were 
suffered to pass with a cool reprimand. Young rebels against law 
and order like the above, or such as engage in abstracting and con

cealing stoves and stove pipes, are, if suffered to go on with impu
nity, fair candidates for the unenviable distinction conferred on State 

Prison inmates. Such deeds are too vicious und reckless to be con
sidered sportive ; and the actors should, therefore, if proof be attain
able, receive a legal correction. 

I am constrained to hint at some small incidents which have ocu 
curred more frequently, by far, on this, than in any former year, 
as conveying to my mind a strong meaning. I allude to the con-
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gratulations of children, and some of "larger growth," which I 

have received while in the different neighborhoods; interlarded: 
generally, with some smart account of their own success, and the 
pleasure they enjoyed in attending school; and usually including 
the request to know when their school would be again visited. As 

one among many; said a young lady, a member of the high school, 

and of that honored history class, "Yon cannot know, sir, what a 

good school we have, unless you will come again soon, and stay all 

day." Observing that these good lads and lasses were among the 

most forward in their studies and recitations, I apprehend they con

sidered their education a great business, and attached to their own 

improvement a large, though, perhaps, indefinite importance. 
If such notices are thought too childish, very well; but talking 

-of children as well as talking to them comprises a large part of 

the work which you have required me to do; therefore, I need not 
apologize. 

On a review of the foregoing statistics, your supervisor is inclined 

to judge that your schools the past year have, as a whole, fully sus
tained their former worthy character. If it be admitted that the 

schools as represented in last year's report, were in a prosperous 
state, then, abating the two or three instances in which a falling 
off has been noted, and taking into view the fact that quite one
third of the whole number, bot!-\ winter and summer, have advanced 
their standing; and that a majority of the residue have maintained 
a par excellence; a decent margin will be found for notes in favor 

of the year just closing. 
I would also notice the success, or want of it in some particular 

branches of learning. ln correct reading there has been a profi

ciency quite general in all your schools. 

Good progress in learning definitions has been secured; and the 
art of writing has received considerable attention, but in this 

branch there is still need of closer application and effort. 

Geography, being connected in its elementary principles with 

astronomy, cannot be easily taught, inclusive of all its rudiments, 

without the aid of apparatus, or, at least, of a small globe; but 
without such helps the classes in nearly all the schools have done 

laudably in gaining all the radical knowledge that can be derived 

from maps and explanations. It is an anomaly in the history of 
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teachers and teaching, that, exclusive of blackboards, but one school 

district in this town, and no more than four teachers ever employed 

in the same, have owned or possessed, apparatus of any kind of the 

worth or cost of one dollar. A movement should, and will be made 

in this direction. 

And now, respected patrons, since a right education of the young 

is a suhject of the gravest importance, and you esteem it so; and 

since it must be principally effected through the agency of your 

public schools, and you are ready to perform your part, and to a lib

eral extent have done so; what is still wanting to promote the 

accomplishment of the great object'? That which has ever been, 

and ever will be needed; teachers of sound moral principles, thor

oughly qualified, faithful, energetic, practical, and devoted. With 

such, and such only you may hope for full success. No teacher can 

have too much learning,-too much morality and religion, the more 

of both these the better; too mucb fidelity; too much activity and 

industry; nor too much zeal towards his profession, and love for it, 
and the ohjects of his charge, to be a good and successful educator. 

In procuring instructors, those who have it in trust should set their 

aim so high that their selection may not fall on an object too low, 

on one so mindless as to care very little for his own fitness, or, any 
further than to be able to wring a certificate from a careless or indif

ferent examiner; so unprincipled as to offer himself solely for sel

fish, or pecuniary advantage; or of morality so doubtful as to be an· 

unfit exemplar, or model, to give direction to the young. 
H. CURTIS, /5}upervisor. 

BUCKFIELD. 

We think it time this matter were looked squarely in the face-. 

We feel that we cannot close this report without a few remarks rel

ative to our school-houses. Whilst the law makes it an offence to 

offer fo!' sale obscure pictures and books, our school-houses are made 

the scene and the occasion for all manner of obscure cuts and pic

tures too vulgar and too low for any man to look upon without 

brino-ino- a blush upon his cheek. Here in the midst of this deform-o O 

it:y, we place the teacher of our public schools, where he is required 
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by the law of our State, to impress upon the mimls of those unde:· 
his care, ,: the principles of morality and justice, sobriety industry 
and frugality, chastity and all other virtues that adorn human life." 
You might as well ask him to teach the principles of peace and love 
amid scenes of contention and carnage. 

A few years since, your committee caused everything of the kind 
to be erased from every school-house in town. Several of them still 
remain uncontaminated, doing credit to both the parents and chil .. 
dren residing in the districts. 

Let the agents in the several districts look to this matter, and 
cause everything of the kind to bo removed, and see that their 
houses do not become again defaced in like manner. 

If there are boys low and vu!gar enough to repeat the offence, let 
them be ferreted out and punished as they deserve. · 

Parents, also, should remember that they have a duty to perform 
at home, if they would have their children become respectable and 
useful members of society. 

BUCKSPORT. 

Teaclwrs.-There is no lack of persons offering tlieir services,

indeed, this class is altogether too large, and is multiplying every 
year; and yet it is found exceedingly difficult to supply the demand 
except by almost utterly ignoring our standard of qualifications. 
The rate of teachers is so low, and in some districts the compensa
tion is of necessity so srnaJl, that we have felt compelled, tl1ough 
there is apparently no end to the supply, to abate our requirements, 
sorely against our judgment, and in a few instu.nces, our conscien
ces, we confess, have been a. little sore. Employing teachers of low 

rate, because the compensation ,vil1 not command better services, is 

working disastrously. It is putting almost any boy or girl who Las 
an ambition to teach, upon the list of aspirants, though all the essen
tial elements for successful teaching, and especially for salutary dis
cipline, may be wanting. A very large proportion offer their services 
without appreciating the magnitude of the duties required of a 
teacher. This state of the case exceedingly perplexes your commit

tee, and we kno'V not where, but to the State> to look for relief. If 
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this evil is cured at all it must be by the State-by making or 
providing for making a higher grade of teachers. 'The fa,ult is 
unquestionably chargeable to her, that there is not by the people, 
as well ns by teachers, a higher appreci11tion of our well constructed 

and well adapted, if not well applied, system. She has taken the 
initiative, but we fear not in the right direction; and to get upon the 
right track, what has been done, we apprehend must first be undone. 

We still hope that some time the worth of our public school sys
tem will be felt, and so appreciated, that the State will provide the 
now absolute prerequisite to its succcssfol and profitable working. 

School-houses in town remain as they were. None h,t ve been 
repaired or built during the year. That scholars should love schcol, 

or make much improvement in such school-rooms as several in town, 
would be the world's eighth wonder. To do so, they must be suj-
jiciently interested in books to forget their surroundings. 

With some reluctance, your committee c<1ll attention to an evil 

which they think requires a remedy. 
The public school is the well instituted initial of popular educa

tion. It is here, if at all, that our children and youth get the ele
mentary pr::.rt without which education is more a show tha.n a reality. 

It is as true that if they do not get here the requisite discipline, they 
fail to get it at all. Eclucators in all classes of schools will tell you 

that before entering a higher grade, the previous steps should all be 
taken in their proper order, and that boys or gir1s should acqnire in 

the public school, all the elementary princip1es; should know some
thing of the worth of educ,1tion, and should learn the necessity of 
study to acquire it, as well as the importance of systematic habits 
in order to suitable proficiency in the hjgher grades. M ucb care 
should therefore be used, lest a step in advance of tbe cap,1bilities of 
our public school system be prematurely taken. A step thus care

lessly taken is injurious both to the person taking it and to the grade 

into which it is taken; a,nd when, afcer two or three terms, more or 

less: the error is discovered, and the scl10lar is sent back to his ap
propriate grade, he aspires to rank above his merit, and will be 
either indolent and troublesome or a burden to the classes. 

We are very glad to have at hand a seminary to receive and carry 

forward those who may wish to advance beyond the capabilities of 
the public school system; but we are entirely satisfied that up to the . 
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ultimatum of capacity of the system, the public school is the place. 
Advancement without merit, has done much to cut down all grades 
in the course of education. The presumption appears to be that 
nominal rank determines qualification; but no mistake is greater. 
Many men with high titles require but littb more than long ears to 
entitle them to rank among braying animals. 

Your committee call attention to this m2,tter, for the reason that 
in one district they themselves and the teacher of the Grammar 
school have been for the last two winters perplexed with several cases 
of boys spoiled in this way. They have been the hardest cases; 
not that they have been vicious, but obstinately idle and careless. 
We think the time has come when parents should give sober thought 
to this matter. 

W. H. Pr1sBURY, \ 
THEO. 0. WooD.MAN, Committee. 
A. F. PAGE, 

BUXTON. 

Such, gentlemen, is the result of our investigations in the respec
tive schools, as they have come under observation the past year; 
and, while we would return to you our thanks for your co-operation 
in carrying forward this important and leading branch of our insti
tutions, we would again ask your assistance; personally, as well as 
collectively. 

It is not only necessary that good houses be furnished and com
petent teachers emplvyed, but that parents should manifest that 
interest in the schools which we have reason to believe many feel, 
but do not show by any act of their own, which would have a salutary 
influence upon the school. . 

Much good m~y be done by frequently visiting the school, thus 
showing by your presenr.e a. desire to investigate its affairs and see 
if you are receiving an equivalent for your money thus expended. 
Such visits give encouragement to the teacher, and prompt him the 
more faithfully to perform his duties, awaken an ambitious spirit in 
the scholars, and thus greatly enhance the value of the school; for 
where is the scholar who has not a desire to excel in his recitations, 
in the presence of his parents and those of his classmates. 
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If any of you should employ the same person to labor on your 
farm or in the workshop, you would personally superintend his 
labors; and is the education of your children of less importance? 

Again we say visit the school. 
Agents should be cautious in the selection of teachers, giving 

preference to those who are known to possess a capacity for govern
ing as well as teaching; for a teacher should be master as well as 

instructor. Much of the benefit of our schools is not unfrequently 
lost from a want of this important element in the teacher's qualifi
tions; a point which jg not unfrequently beyond the power of the 
committee to determine when examining a teacher with whom they 
are acquainted. Two months of an orderly and well instructed 
school is of more benefit than three or even six of an opposite char
acter. Let us then employ competent and faithful teachers, at a 

price which their services merit, rather than the cheap superficial 
pretendeT, merely because the school can be lengthened thereby. 

8. S. MILLIKEN, l 
A. K. P. MESERVE, Committee. 
N. c. w .ATSON, 

CORNVILLE. 

In gcneml, the conclitio.n of the schools, the past year, has been 
prosper01.1S; but few instances of difficulty have arisen to mar the 
usefulness of any school. Good progress has been made, I believe, 
in most of the schools; as good, probably, as in any preceding year. 
But i~ most of these there might have been better progress; but few 
ca,me up to the true standard of excellence. And what ·is needed to 
attain this, fa better teachers. The standard of qualification should 
be raised. The cause of education demands it. 

To the school agents belongs the duty of selecting teachers; and 

it should be a principle with them to engage the best teacher, not 
the cheapest, without any regard to his fitness or qualification, as is 

often done . 
.Agents have another duty which they often neglect. The law 

requires tbat school agents should give a written notice to the super
intenaing school committee, when a school is to commence, whether 
it is to be kept by a master or mistress, and how long it is expected 

8 
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to continue. The penalty, if such notice is not given, is one dollar 
a day, for every day the school is kept before such notice is given. 

In this town, the past year, I received one legal notice, and half 
a dozen verbal ones. So it is seen that each agent who has been 
negligent, is liable to a fine of a dollar, for each day the school has 
kept in his district. 

The first thing necessary in a school, in order to conduct it suc
cessfully, is a proper classification. Scholars of the same capacity, 
and studying the same branch, should of course belong to the same 
class; and belonging to the same class, should have the same kind 
of books. Otherwise, more classes must be formed. Now if the 
number of classes be increased, the teacher will have less time to 
devote to the recitation of each class, and consequently less progress 
will be made. Now all will agree with me in saying, that a multi
plicity of classes is detrimental to the interest and highest success 
of a school, and a multiplicity of classes arises, in part, from a mul
tiplicity of text books. 

Now it is known, that in this town we have quite a diversity of 
books. There are three series of readers, three of spellers, gram
mars by three or four different authors, and geographies of as many 
kinds. 

All are interested, or should be at least, in our common schools; 
and everything should be done that can be, properly, to make them 
profitable, and to attain the great object for which they were estab
lished,-the education of the people. 

It is hoped, if my successor should see fit to make a change in 
the books of this town, so as to have a uniformity, tnat there will be 
a cheerful acquiescence on the part of the citizens. 

ALONZO SMITH, Supervisor. 

DAMARISCOTTA. 

The school in district No. 5, was taught by Mr. David S. Glid~ 
den, whose long experience, and good success, has justly merited for 
him, a name among our best teachers. 

The school in district No. 6, was taught by Mr. Alonzo Foster, . 
with good success. The irregularity in attendance, detracts much 
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from the interest of the schools. You will notice that the average 

number in attendance, in many instances, is far below the whole 

number of scholars registered; it is not only injurious, and a loss 

to the scholars, but it is also injurious to the school, and unpleasant 

for the teacher. It is the duty of the parent, to see that their chil

dren are punctual at school every day, unless it is absolutely nec

essary for them to be at home. If this were the the case, our 

schools would be much more interesting, and profitable than they 

now are. Too much caution cannot be used in the selection of 

teachers. It should be the main object of the agent, to employ 

good practical teachers, and he should be willing to pay a fair com

pensation for their services; for it cannot be expected that a good 

female teacher can afford her time for the small pay of one dollar 

per week, or a good male teacher for twelve or fifteen dollars per 

month, when many other kinds of employment will pay them much 

better. It is impossible for the supervisor in every case to decide 

with certainty, whether or not, a person is qualified for a teacher; 

his education may be unexceptionable, and still his method of gov

erning a shool, and imparting instruction, be such as to make him 

but a poor teacher. Let the agent employ none but those who have 

proved themselves worthy of tho name, and soon, many of our poor 
teachers will be obliged to seek some other calling for a livelihood. 

I again urge upon the parents, the importance of visiting the 

schools, and making themselves better acquainted with the teachers, 
and ·with the wants of the schools. I believe if parents knew the 
effect their presence in the school room would have upon their chil

dren, they would make an effort, and we should see them oftener 

there than we now do. Let the parents interest themselves in the 

schools and we need have no fears for the children. 

I have been pleased to see tho interest manifested in district No. 

1, on the part of the parents in visiting the school during the past 

year; a large number were present at the examination of each term, 

which was really encouraging; and also at the close of the summer 

term in district No. 3. Aside from these, I have seen no one m 

any school in town. 

When we take into consideration the condition of some our 

school-houses,-for instance, those in districts No. 2 and 4, I won

der that the improvement is so good as it is. I believe it is of the 
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utmost importance, that our school-rooms be convenient; and pleas
ant, in order that the scholars may make the greatest improvement. 
If the parents in the two districts named, were obliged to sit six 
hours a day, for three months, upon those h[trd and inconvenient 
seats, I think there would be an improvement in this direction, in a 

very short time. It is almost impossible to keep a school orderly 
and quiet, where .the chldren are obliged to sit cramped up on tire
some, ill-shaped scats; and especia.lly is this so with regard to emall 
children who are natural1y restless, and to whom it is tiresome at 
best, where good seats are provided. In order to have a, sound 

mind, it is absolutely necessary to have a souul body; and the 
health of the children should be our first care. In order to do this, 
our school-rooms should be warm, convenient, and well ventilated. 
Is it not strange that parents after doing so much to render their 
children comfortable and happy at home, will oblige them to spend 
so much of their time, from .the age of four yer,rs to twenty-one, in 
a place which more resembles a tomb than a school-house? 

JOHN F. HILTON, Supervisor. 

FALMOUTH. 

While it is a matter af rejoicing, that so great ~tn improrement 
has been, and is about to be made, in our school-houses, and that 
our schools generally are in so prosperous a condition 1 it should not 
be forgotten that much remains to be done. Tho work of improve
ment should go on in every department of the educational system. 
But to e-lfoct this, the citizens generally must be more interested. 

Teachers need more than they receive of their co-operation and 
support. In almost everything, the child's interest corresponds 
with the interest manifested by the parent. And what more natu
rally manifests the interest of parents in their schools than going 
frequently to the school-room, and observing for themselves what 
iheir children and the servants whom they have employed there are 
doing? Men are not hired and sent into the fields or workshops, 
without the oversight of their employers. Why should we make an 
exception to this in the most noble workshop, the workshop of the 

mind? Regularity of attendance also deserves to be more strenu-
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ously sought. Our schools are many of them short; and then the 

scholars are so arranged, and made to move along together in classes, 

with so much dependence on every lesson to aid them in acquiring 

the next, that loss of time by absence is like the loss of rounds in a 

ladder-it makes it hard to ascend; if too many are gone, all pro

gress is stopped. A few lessons lost, especially in the discussion of 

rules and principles, rarely fail to cripple the scholar for tho whole 

term afterward. 

In conclusion, I must express the hope that our public schools 

may receive a larger share of the attention of the whole community. 

No dou-bt exists, that a large majority of our citizens take a deep 

interest in these schools. All, with rare exceptions, are willing to 

contribute to their support, pleased to hear of their prosperity, and 

appreciate the privileges they confer. 

Everywhere well spoken of, they nevertheless do not occupy that 

position which they ought. What instrument so potent, so irresist

ible, for all good, as the universal diffusion of education:-combined 

intellectual and moral culture,-among the youth of our land? 

But how seldom is our system of public instruction recognized, 

even as an auxiliary in carrying forward the great moral enterprises 

of the day, on which the safety and well being of society depend ! 
The school children of to-day "'.'ill soon control the destmies of the 

nation ; but whether their rule shall add to the safety and prosper

ity of our glorious institutions, will depend much on the instruction 

and influence of the school-room. Our ark of safety is the common 

school, so conducted as to fulfil its highest and ncblest purposes. 

E. H. RAMSDELL, Supervisor. 

GARDINER. 

Before closing our report, we desire to call attention to a fact, 

which a very casual examination of the school returns renders appa

rent, to wit: that the percentage of attendance is much too small. 

Thus upon a return of 1649 scholars for last year, we get for our 

whole attendance, in the spring and summer term, 959, and an av

erage attendance of only 707, including the High school. In the 

winter term our whole attendance, including as before the High 
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school, was 973, and the averave only 7 44, or in other words we get 
a mean average attendance of 725, which is less than forty-four per 
cent. of the number of scholars returned. With this fact in view, 
after making all deductions for those young persons under twenty
one years of age, whose school days are over, or who are engaged in 
shops and stores, &c., and on that account do not attend school, and 
also for detentions caused by sickness, the conclusion is forced upon 
us that there must still remain a large number whose absence is un
accounted for, who should be in the schools, and who there is reason 
to fear are growing up in ignorance, if not in vice and dissipation. 

It is well to foster and cherish our free schools, but if we would 
do our whole duty, we must exert ourselves continually and ear
nestly to bring into them all that portion of our population, for whose 
benefit they are established, who stand in need of the educational 
advantages they furnish. Those boys who skulk in the stairways, 
who lounge at the depot, at the steamboat wharf, and at the corners 
of the streets, should be brought in by the truant committee, and 
those children of the poor who remain away, not always from incli
nation and choice, but for the want of fittmg apparel to enable them 
to appear tidy and respectable in the school-room, should be sought 
out by somebody, and clothed and encouraged and induced to come 
into the school. 

N. Woons, ( G . t 
G B 

.J 

ommzt ee. 
. AILEY, 

GORHAM. 

We have spoken from time to time of the kind of teachers to be 
employed in our schools. Much responsibility rests upon the school 
agent in this matter. The important trust which he holds demands 
his highest efforts to obtain a competent teacher, one well adapted 
for the school in his district. 

The agent is too apt to throw off his own responsibility upon the 
committee. It should be remembered that the power of the com
mittee is very limited in this matter. They are obliged to give cer
tificates to those who pass a satisfactory examination in the several 
branches required; yet, when called upon to visit the school, they 
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may find a lack of systemi and the teacher unable to infuse into his 
school the necessary life and spirit. Much may be discerned in the 
school-room which speaks plainly of an unprofitable term, yet the 
committee would not be justified in dismissing, except in a very clear 

case. Their authority reaches only to extreme cases. Agents can
not be too careful in selecting teachers. One should be sought who 
has not only the requisite amount of knowledge, but also an apt
ness for teaching and governing, one who loves the work and can 
adapt himself to the capacities and wants of his pupils. 

Agents should notify the Committee of the commencement and 
close of a school. We are sorry to say that some of our agents have 
been negligent in regard to notification during the past year. 

We would once again draw your attention to the fact that the 
school buildings in town are by no means what they should be. 
There are very few in town which are worthy the name of" schcol
house," in a New England community. There are one or two hon
orable exceptions, but as a general thing they contrast miserably 
with the private dwellings in town, not only from being ill-con

trived and unpleasant, but worse still from their defaced and dilapi
dated appearance. 

Now we would candidly ask if it pays to educate our children in 
buildings little better than we provide for our dumb anima1si and 
not half as convenient, when it is an established fact that the mind 
receives impressions from all that surrounds iti and that our ideas 
are elevated and manly, or low and groveling, as we contemplate 
that in nature or art which is true and beautiful, or that which is 
deformed and ugly? If any ask how a change can be easily ef
fected without bringing such an expense as would de(eat the whole 
plan of bettering our condition, we would recommend that the num

ber of districts be so reduced, that a house respectable for size, and 
pleasant in its arrangements, shall be demanded by each. Then we 
shall derive the further benefit of having longer and better schools 

together with the all important advantage of being able to look upon 
"our school house," without fear for the health, or shame for the 

neglect of those bound to us so closely. 
The only seeming drawback to this arrangemnnt, is the little in

convenience that would result from carrying the schools to a greater 

distance from some families ; but those are not the ones generally 
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to complain, and the lasting benefits to be derived mo:r0 th~u1 coun ... 
terbalance this disadvantage. 

JOHN M. ALLEN, \ 
SAMUEL DINGLEY, S. S. Committee. 
ABIAL w. MURCH, 

GREENWOOD. 

Your committee have heretofore adopted the plan of :reporting 
each district and term of school separately; but owing to the neglect 
of teachers in the matter of forwarding their registers to the com
mittee in season, we are compelled to present our report in con
densed form, based upon such data as the committee have in their 
possession. 

In the summer schools, the general success which attended the 
several terms, was not what your committee could have wished; a 
majority of the teachers failing to secure that degree of interest 
which ought to have existed. 

The success attending the winter school has been highly satisfac
tory to your committee. In a large majority of the districts, good 
teachers were secured, and the result has been most gratifying. The 
general progress in the several branches of study has been fully 
equal to that of any previous year. In but one instance has any
thing like a want of harmony appeared, and that of so slight a nature 
that your committee do not deem it necessary to refer specially 
to it in this report. 

Your committee feel pleased to see that the poor old school-house 
which has so long disgraced the pleasant school lot in district No. 2, 
has at last disappeared, and a more sightly and commodious building 
taken its place. The house is constructed in accordance with the 
latest and best models, giving ample room, and a healthy atmos
phere. The example set in No. 2 should be speedily followed by 
more than one district which we might name. 

Your committee cannot refrain from alluding to the matter of 
text books. There may be found in the various schools in town 
almost all kinds of books, old and new. Your committee have thought 
it advisable to recommend a uniform set of text books for the whoJ0-
town, 
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We cannot close this report without saying something of the un

lawful practice of teachers' neglecting to leave their registers with 

the committee or some person designated by them. Had teachers 

performed their duty in this respect, our report could have been 

made much more full ancl interesting. We would be glad to have 

the aid of the selectmen in this matter, and we would recommend 

and request that they withhold orders from all teachers until their 

registers, properly filled, or a writing from some one of the commit

tee, are presented to them. If the selectmen will but do this, we 

shall know where to find the registers, prior to making our town 

and State reports. 

Emv ARD M. YATES, ~ S S Committee. 
WILLARD lIERRIK, ~ ' ' 

HALLOWELL. 

As a whole, our schools have, during the past year, merited the 

approbation of those interested. The high reputation of the public 

schools of H~Uowell has been well maintained. Several of the 

schools have never been under better management; and, with one 
or two exceptions, all have done well. In supplying ten schools 

with teachers, it is too much to expect, that, with the utmost care 

in the selection, those employed will in every instance be equally 

judicious, well qua1i:6.ed and acceptable. There will necessarily be 

various degrees of success. Some teachers excel in discipline, and 

some in instruction ; some succeed in one or more branches, and fail 

in others. Constant effort and watchfulness are required on the part 

of the committee to make the schools what they ought to be. We 

have endeavored to do our duty; and, in the employment of teach

ers, we believe we have met with as much success as could reason

ably be expected. 

The interest evinced by the community in the city schools, at the 

recent public examinations, was very gratifying. The attendance 

on these occasions was probably never greater than at the close of 

last term. The crowded state of the rooms at the High and Gram

mar schools and~ the patient attention of the audience, under circum

stances of much jnconvenience, and although the exercises were 
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somewhat protracted, furnished ample proof of their interest. The 
examination of the Intermediate school, and those of most of the 
Primary schools1 were also fully attended. Those present seemed 
to be pleased with the appearance of the schools, and with the reci

tations and other exercises. 

We close this report, by commending our public schools to the 

continued attention and liberality of the city. We have no institu
tions amongst us more important to be cherished and sustained. On 
them depends the education of our children and youth. More than 
five hundred scholars were found in our school-rooms <luring most 
of the past year, enjoying the advantages of instruction and training 
for future usefulness. Nine-tenths of these, and perhaps a larger 
proportion, will obtain their whole education from this source. It 
is a noble philanthropy to make ample appropriations for this object. 
Far be it from us to advocate a wasteful expenditure for this purpose. 

Such expenditure has been carefully avoided in the management of 

our city schools. The compensation of teachers has been uniformly 
lower than in neighboring cities and villages. Instructors have 
been obtained at moderate rates, by carefully grading our schools, 
and thereby reducing the labor of the teacher as much as practicable. 
All our school expenditures have been on a scale as economical as is 
consistent with keeping our school-houses in good repair and pre
serving the public property. 

The number of scholars in attendance in any one term, is by no 
means the whole number enjoying the advantages of our schools 
during the year. Many of the larger scholars attend only during 

the winter, whilst there are younger children who are present in 

summer only. Probably somewhat over six hundred different pupils 
are to be found in the schools in the course of the year. 

Whilst other cities and villages are making larger expenditures 
for erecting school-houses, and going far beyond us in their school 
appropriations, we have our school-houses built, and it only remains 

for us to sustain our several grades of schools in a suitable manner. 
The burden of taxation for this purpose, is far more than outweighed 
by the benefits of the expenditure. 

Our city has thus far distinguished itself, not by extravagant ap
propriations, but by good schools. It has acquired a character 

abroad for its excellent system of gradation, and the success with 
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which it has been carried out. This has been awarded to us by gen
tlemen who have visited schools in many other places, and have had 
opportunities for comparison. It is to be hoped that this reputation 
will be sustained in the time to come. It is well to have the 
roads well built and cared for, an efficient fire department, a watch
ful police, the wants of the poor supplied, and a systematic adminis
tration of the city government. But none of these are more vitally 
important to the whole community, to young and old, to rich and 
poor, to a11 of every class and condition, and to the standing of the 

' city, at home and abroad, than the public schools. When we cease 
to sustain these institutions by proper and ·needful expenditures, we 
shall lose the enviable position we have heretofore maintained and 
strike a fa,tal blow at our own prosperity. 

H. K. BAKER, ! 
E. ROWELL, Committee. 
J. Q. A. HA WES, 

HARPSWELL. 

Agents have been very prompt, for the most part, in notifying 
the supervisor of the commencement and close of their schools; but 
some have been remiss in the performance of this duty. The result 
of this was that I failed, in a few cases, to make two visits to each 
term, I think the teachers throughout the town' have generally 
manifested a good degree of interest in the moral and intellectual 
welfare of those committed to their charge, and awakened a spirit 
of laudable ambition; yet, our schools are far from being what they 
should be; and, in view of this, I beg leave to make a few sugges
tions respecting the same. 

Among the many existing evils throughout our school none retard 
their progress so much as an irregular attendance, resulting, in 
most cases, from a want of interest upon the part of parents. It is 
perplexing to the instructor to behold his labors for the promotion 
and welfare of his school, opposed and rendered less useful, in this 
manner, after repeated endeavors on his part, to avoid it. There 
are cases in which it may, at least, be inconvenient, and, perhaps, 
impossible, to attend punctually; but these should be the only ex-
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ceptions. None feel the effects of this more than the energetic and 

faithful teacher; it serves to dishearten him and rliscourage that 

ambitious and praiseworthy spirit, so characteristic of a true fol

lower of his profession; while nothing, on the contrary, can more 

effectually incite him to action, than to see all his scholars, every 

morning, at the school-house in season. Again, I believe it is the 

duty of all parents to visit their school, once, if no more, during 

each term : and yet, how few ever enter the school-room for this pur

pose. It would beget a spirit of emulation in both teacher and pu

pils. Children desire the approbation of their parents, and, to this · 

end would strive with greater earnestness if ari examination in their 

presence were anticipated. Many unjust opinions concerning the 

ability of their teacher would thus be avoided. In employing teach

ers some think, that he who labors cheapest is the chebpest man to 

hire, but it is not so; a school of six weeks, conducted by a faithful 

and experienced instructor, is better than one of twelve weeks, 

taught by one who is inexperienced and has no higher ohject than 

to get the money. The agent should never wait for an applicant, 
but seek the earliest opportunity to engage a competent teacher, 

and one upon whom he can rely with confidence. 

I would earnestly call your attention to the suggestion of my pre
decessor in regard to the sad state of our school-houses; thery are 

but few in town in good repair. This is not necessarily so. If a 

dwelling house is to be erected, every convenience adapted to the 

wants of the builder is obtained; be spares neither his purse nor 

his labor. Yet, our school-houses are permitted to remain as they 

are, with unventilated rooms, too small for the wants of the school, 

a part of which must be heated almost to suffocation, to prevent the 

remaining portion from being uncomfortably cold. It is impos

sible for any teacher to maintain, with himself or his pupils, a clear

ness of mind, or prevent the drowsiness and headache, so prevalent 

in the school-room, in such a house. Another fault is, I believe, a 

want of proper classification, arising, in part, from the use of a va

riety of text-books. In many of our schools I found three different 

kinds of readers: and grammars by different authors, in use. I 

have endeavored to impress upon the minds of the several schools, 

the bad effects of such a course, and am happy to say, that, in most 

cases, the recommended change has been made. 
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I am awr:re; that he who attempts 3j chan6e in our school system, 
liable to incur additional expense, must contontl with some opposi
tion; but ,vhile we at the present day realiz0 tho importance and 
appreciate the value of a, sound education, it is our duty to use all 
honest er!dcavors for its immediate advancement. In district No. 5 
there are too many schofarn for the instruction of one teacher. I 
know of no way in which the difficulty can be so dfectually over
come) as by introducing a systen1 of grading, believing the greater 

benefit would be deriv.ed from such an arrangement. I think, also, 
tliat the same rni6ht be adopted with success in districts No :s 8 and 
lB, were the inhabitants disposed to make such a change. This 
plan has been introduced in many towns throughout the State with 
admirable success. 

Much care is necessary in regard to the age at which children 
should coJTirnence attending school. Circumstances alter cases; but, 
as a genernl rule, children should not enter the school-room younger 
than six years of age; the confinement makes them dull and annoy
ing to the teacher, while they learn but little, and accomplish no 
more in two or three years before that age, than in two or three 
months afterward. 

No person should ever assume the province of teaching1 who does 
not like that profession, and has no higher aim or desire than the 
pa,y for bis services. It is universa11y aclrnOYi1e'1ged that no one 
ca,n attain pre-eminence in. that occupation in ·which ho takes no 
pleasure. Ho should be interested in his ,vork, ~rnd c:nter upon his 
duties with Jifo and a realizing sense of tbe reeponsibi1ities of his 
station. Children are very susceptible of imprrssions; and nJmost 
invariably lenrn the manners of their teacher. If he is indifferent 
and stupid, nothing better can be expected of bis pupils; but it, on 
the contrary, he be active and earnest, his example will awaken a 
lively interest in his schohlrs. He should never closely adhere to 
the text-books; let him lny thorn aside in explanations, and orally 
explain to the learner tho principles embodied in the operation, call
ing often upon him to do the same in return. In this way the 
scholar will be led to think for himself, and the hidden energies of 

his mind be called forth. 
In conclusion, allow me to tender to you my sincere gratitude for 
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your co-operation, in endeavoring to awaken and maintain an inter

est in our several schools. 

P. A. DURGAN, Supervisor. 

HARTFORD. 

As I anticipated and participated much pleasure in visiting my 

schools, I will send you a short extract of my ~eport, which was lis

tened to by the fullest house that ever heard a school report in Hart~ 

ford. 
I visited twelve summer, two fall and thirteen winter schools. 

Since my acquaintance with the schools in this town, which has been 

many years as a school officer, never has their condition presented 

more cheering evidence of prosperity than the year past. There is 

a more general and hearty interest exhibited in the cause of educa

tion by parents: greater regularity of attendance by the children, 

and an increasing demand for live teachers, instead of cheap, dead 
teachers. It is a matter of gratification, that the school agents are 

interesting themselves in those little seminaries of learning where 

are more than four hundred children, engaged in the rudiments of 

that knowledge which will make them useful to themselves, orna

ments to parents, and a pride to the town. Employ teachers who 

have the qualification to reach all the pupils, the dull as well as the 

active, so that they can teach them to u';ake the most of themselves. 

Then will your schoo1s take a rank that shall make them the joy of 

parents, an honor to Hartford, a pride to Oxford, and a blessing to 

Maine! 

I was pleased to see at the review of. a number of schools, many 

parents and friends of education. It encouraged the instructors and 

scholars more than volumes of essays upon the subject of visiting 

schools by parents, without the practice. Whenever I found com

pany, I found an increased interest manifested by the whole school, 

to the gratification of the teacher, and the pleasure of all. I always 

intend to give sufficient notice to every district, of my last visit in 

school, that parents may witness for themselves, the skill of the in

structor and instructed. It is not enough to give the certificate and 

then peep into the school-room. Parents and children are fast 
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learning the duty of teachers and school officers in this town. Where 

school officers do their duty faithfully, it overcomes much of the 

opposition which has been manifested by many through ignorance 

and neglected duty. Let the scholars know that you are their friend, 

instead of a mere critic, and their presence at the examination will 

compensate the faithful teacher for the labor bestowed in the review. 

My teachers were requested to mark every scholar's rank, from 

one to five, in punctuality, deportment and improvement. It had a 

most excellent effect. It assisted the teachers much in government. 

Pupils twelve years old and upwards, did not wish to have one 
marked against their names and returned to me. It was so in re

gard to improvement and punctuality. I have taught fifty-three 

schools. If I could have had the privilege which teachers now have 

in this respect, it would have saved me hours of mental pain. 

:Must I go this year four or five miles to swear again? One oath 

should suffice. Last year was the first time all the schools in town 

were visited by the same person. I had a glorious time. Teacqers 

and scholars knowing that the same person was to visit all the schools, 

declared it looked as if justice would be done, which could not be 

the case, when different schools are visited by different persons. 

KENNEBUNK. 
Although our record does not present any facts of especial inter

est, stil1, we think, the brief notices we have given in the preceding 

pages, will show that the standing and condition of our public schools 

are such as to afford substantial grounds for satisfaction and encour

agement. We find, by comparing the present with the past in their 

history, that they are, from year to year, steadily increasing in use

fulness,-better fulfilling their high purpose. The onward s~eps 

are slow, it is truc,-but while we can feel confident that their 

course is onward, however gradual the process, we have reason for 

gratulation and a strong incentive to labor earnestly and unwea

ried} y in their behalf. 

We have been gratified to observe, during the past year, that the 

remarks in our last report, on the subject of reading, were not 

wholly without effect. More attention has been given to this branch 
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of learning than in former years. We trust, however, that what has 
been don~, ju this particubr, will be regarded as the commencement 
only of an essential reform,---as merely initiatory steps in a wm k of 
incalculable importance. Poor reading, and defective instruction in 
the art of reading, are still among the weak points in a mujority of 
our schooL,. We have at times been not a little dissa~isfied-and it 

must be confessed somewhat amused also,-·when we have listened 
to the flimsy excuse, designed as an apology for hearing one or two 
only of the classes in reading, or witnessed the aclroit movement, by 
which it was intended to omit the exercise entirely; and then no
ticed the distinct tone and ostentatious manner with which the elasses 
in arithmetic have been called up for exa,rnination. Nov; it is con
ceded that r..ritbrnetic is an essential branch of study, but, contrary 
to the idea which it might he supposed some teachers entertafo, 
"ciphering" is but one cf the branches wliich the law requires 
shall be taught in the public schools. A boy who can perform a 

problem in partnership, but cannot correctly read a simple contract, 
or understand the meaning of half the words it contains) is but poorly 
qualified to enter upon the business of life. The imperfect manner 
in which the art of reading is taught by some competent teachers, 
may doubtless be attributed in part to their want of nppreciation of 
its exceeding importnnce, and in part to indolence,-an urnvilling
ness to "spend time and breath" on what they regard 1.s dry and 
uninteresting details; but whatever may be tho c:rnse, the remiss
ness is cu1pablc, and the inexcusable fault of tlie offimding party 

should not be too long overlooked. To _this cbss may be added 
another sti11 more reprehensibk>,-those who cannot read correctly 
themselves tl.nd ,vho are incompetent to teach others to do so. Such 
should at once vacate, or be made to vacate, u position which they 
certainly do not adorn. 

Tl,e teacher, to be successful: must not only possess the neces
sary literary qualifications, but must consider the school-room as a 
place of labor,-of cheerful, patient, intelligent labor. Thero is no 
detail appertaining to any branch of learning too insignificant for 
notice; from the alphabet to the highest study pursued, there is 
need of careful attention to "small things." The "fitness of 
things " must also be considered. The child should not be trans
ferred from book to book, or from study to study, until prepared 
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for the change. The calls for the exercise of sound judgment,-of 
prudent discrimination,-are of hourly occurrence in the school-. 
room, and unless these calls are conscientiously regarded there is :1 

:failure in duty. The devoted and true hearted teacher will not 

measure the progress of scholars, by the number of pages or books 

that have beern studied or looked over,-but only by the number of 

lessons that have been practically leurncd,--thorougb1y understood. 
We are aware that the foregoing remarks are but a repetition of 

·what we have frequently said in previous reports, but we are as 

well aware, that there is need that these facts should be repeated 
until heed is given to them. 

It is desirable that tbe course of instruction pursued in our com
mon schools shoul<l embrace the moral, as well as the intellectual 

culture of those vd10 er1joy their privileges. The intellectually 
well educated man is not always the man of probity, the good citi

:r.en or the reliable nejghbor. A11 experience attests to the truth of 
this remark, and the past exhibits no stronger illustrations in point 
than are furnished by the present. The boys now attending the 

public schools will shortly become men, and enter upon the active 
duties of life. They will become voters. There are those among 
them ,vho will hold high and responsible offices,-th0se who will 
Eiervc as jurymen 1 and those who will have charge of the business of 
the towns in which they may reside; and, consequently, to the keep
ing of all who mny he thus honored or confided in must be commit
ted important trusts. In social life, their influence will be even 
more extensively felt. They will become husbands and fathers, 
neighbors and friends. And then, too, the myriads of girls who are 
looking to these schools alone for all tho education they are to re
ceive,-what an influence are they to exert! They are to become 

women, and as they may trustfu1ly perform, or faithlessly neglect 
their appropriate duties, they will be,-as the women of other days 

have been and those of the present are,-elevators and ornaments 
of civilized society, or its stumbling block and reproach. 

In consideration of these truths, so weighty and so undeniable, is 
it not well that the education of the young should be looked to with 

the deepest interest, and provided for with unstinted liberality 'J 

Regarding it in a pecuniary point·of view only,-a mere matter of 
dollars and cents,-an investment of time and money, which is to 

9 
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pay ~ certain per centum of interest,-may we not reasonably ex~ 

pect to be amply remunerated, in the security to person and prop

~rty derived from a right-minded and well-regu1ated community? 
Or, viewing it with the eye of a politician merely: is it not well that 

our voters should be men of intelligence and integrity,-trained to 

think, to reason, to inquire and to compare? It has been remarked 

that "a demagogue would liko a peop1c half eJucatecl,-enough to 
read what lie says, but not enough to know v.'11etber it is true or 

not." In this connection, we may allude to the admonitory lesson 

which the present crisis in our national affairs is teaching us. How 
tbis struggle may terminate, or what struggles of a similar character 

time may have in store for us, cannot be foreseen. But this we 

know, it is an hour which demands the exercjse of pure and exalted 

patriotism, and the sacrifice of ambition, selfishness and party ties. 
It is an hour, too, when we should seek earnestly the best means of 
preventing a recurrence of events so dangerous to freedom and so 

humiliating to freemen. On this point there can be but little <liver~ 

sity of sentiment ;-it would seem that all must admit that the sur

est and wisest precautionary measure is, now thoroughly to educate 

the youth in the land. This subject might be further pursued, and 

considered in reference to other interests and classes of socjety. But 

1t 1s unnecessary. It needs no argument to demonstrate that the 

great cause of popular education, properly directed and vigorously 

· prosecuted, is our anchor of hope,-whether we seek the st:1bility of 

our institutions or the prosperity and happiness of the people. 

In what manner can our educational system be made so largely 

to partdrn of the moral element, that its influence shall be felt? 
In attempting to answer this inquiry, for the present purpose, we 

shall confine ourselves to a single method, so simple that it can be 

prncticaJly carried out in the smallest of the schools. It seems only 

to be necessary, first, that the public require this element to be in

troduced, and then tlmt the right persons be employed for teachers, 

an<l that the persons so employed prepare themselves with special 

reference to this department of duty. And when the teachers are 

thus prepared, we do not see that more can be required of them, 

tlmn that they judiciously improve every opportunity to inculcate 

sound moral sentiments. The story of a good or bad boy or girl, in 

a reading lesson, for instance, might be made the subject of pertinent 
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'.rnrnarks to thi3 end. IwJeed there are but few reading lessons that 
mjgl,t not be similarly improved, as they may furnish grounds for .. 
useful suggestions in favor of temperance, .Purity of character, truth
fulness, &c., and against profime swearing, meanness, prevarication 
and every deceptive practice. History furnishes abundant topics, 
:and geography even might be made an auxiliary in the same work. 
The wickedness, as well as the inexpediency, of sacrificing principle 
for political power or pecuniary advantage :-why is it that a well 
cultivated mind and incorruptible integrity are of more substantial 
and endearing value than money or power :-the dangers attending 
an inordinate love of wealth, dress or pleasure :-the importance of 
acquiring a habit of reading, thinking, discriminating :-pointing 
out the degrading tendency of habitually using ,: shng terms," of 
low cunning, of indulging envious "or revengeful feelings :-showing 
the difference between genuine firmness of character,-true inde
:pendence,-and.those entirely opposite qualities, impudence, obsti
nacy and stubborn' adherence to opinion, right or wrong, which are 
too frequently mistaken for those first named : the nobleness of ac
knowledging an error, or forgiving an injury, the dignity of labor, 
arnl the utter folly of regarding it as degrading, as well as of indul
ging dreams of obtaining wealth by speculation, or a livelihood by 
"}jght work;" the duty of contentment,-the weakness of con
trasting our situation with that of those by chance more fortunate, 
and sighing over our "bad luck," while time and opportunities are 
;passing, and while those less fortunate than ourselves are forgotten : 
the importance of aiming to be true men and ·women,-enlightened, 
hjgh-rninded, respectable, useful and good. Numberless other top
ics might be sugge..sted, but we have already been too pro1ix on this 
point. 

We have hinted at a method of inculcating correct moral ideas in 
the mincis of chilclrcn. It is nothing more than the relating of a 
p1e,1sant story or tbe making of a casual remark, while the teacher 
:is going a1ong with his or her routine of daily duties. Properly 
<:iarried out it could not be ineffectual. The words spoken would 
doubtless share the fate of the seed in the parable of the sower, but 
their influence would nevertheless be incalculable for good. This 
method would add materially to the labor of . the teacher, in the 
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school-room and out of it ; but its tendency woukl be to elevate th£" 
character and increase the usefulness of the profession. 

D. REMICII, for tlie Cornrnittee. 

KNOX. 

I again call the attention of school agents to the fact that the law 
requires them, before the commencement of a term of school, to give, 
written notice to the S. S. committee or supervisor, when it is tc 
commence, whether it is to be taught by a master or a mistress, and 
how long it is expected to continue. And the law further provides, 
that, if any agent shall neglect this duty, he shall forfeit one ddlar 
for each day the school is kept betore such notice is given. The law 
also requires school agents to return to the assessors, in the month 
of April, annually, a certified list of the children in .their respective 
districts between four and twenty-one years of age, as they existed 
on th<:: first day of the month. These requirements of law have been 
wholiy neglected by our school agents for the last two years. 

I do not feel willing to close, without making a few suggestion& 
in regard to the best manner of elevating our common schools. I 
know that as a town, we are not wealthy, and that to increase our 
school tax to any considerable amount above the present standard1 

would be considered burdensome to a ]airge class of our citizens. 
Allow me, then, to make a few suggestions upon the manner of im
proving our schools without materially increasing our taxes. 

In the first place, let every school district see to it, that the 
school-house is in g0od condition. It should not only be made warm1 

but it should also be supplied with the means of ventilation. Then 
it should be well arranged, hd,Ve convenient and comfortable seats 
and desks, and be well supplied with blackboa,rd, maps, globes and 
such other apparatus as the wants of the school may require. Let 
it be neat and attractive. 

'Again, let every parent furnish his scholars with suitable books, 
so that the school may be well classed. There should be no occa-· 
sion for borrowing books in school, or for two scholars to read or 
study from the same pook. This practice often causes much trouble 
among scholars: and is a great hindrance to perfect order. Much 
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~dme is often lost in school on account of a diversity of books for the 

same grade of scholars; because, with different kinds of books there 

must necessarily be more classes, and the greater the number of 

classes, the less time the teacher has to devote to each, and hence 

the loss to a11. It would be better for a district to purchase a few 
books for delinquent parents, than to suffer a school to go on with a 

great diversity of books. 

In the next p1ace, when school commences, let every scholar who 

is expecting to attend school at all for the term, commence with the 

first day, an.d, if possible: attend every day, and be punctual, till 

the close of school. It is of little use to send children to school at 

all, unless they attend regularly when they pretend to go. Schol

ars are taught in classes; and in every well regulated school, each 

class has its regular lesson every day and its regular time for reci

tation. The lessons are, for the most part, consecutive and progres

Give, and if a scholar is kept out of school a day or two occasionally, 

while the class goes on, he loses much important instruction, and if 
he attempts to go on with the class, he cannot do it understandingly, 

because he has not attended to the previous lessons. Hence many 

scholars become discouraged, and sometimes give up study in dis

gust. If you wish to see your children become interested in their 
studies: and arrive at any degree of eminence as scholars, then you 

must have them attend school regularly when school is in session. 

Again, let every parent sustain the teacher, and cooperate with 

him in maintaining good order, and in all his endeavors to elevate 

and advance the school. And if you should ever think your teacher 

in the wrong, be careful how you speak of his faults or his errors in 

the presence of your children. You could scarcely do them, or the 

school, a greater injury. 
In the next place, while school is in operation, allow your chil

dren the privilege of studying at home, and see to it, that they do 

thus improve their time. A long winter evening at home spent in 

study, is about equal to half a day in the school room. And then, 

when school is over, see that they have frequent recourse to their 

books, so as not to forget what they have learned. 
And last, though by no means least,· let school agents employ 

none but competent and faithful teachers; teachers who are not only 

,qualified as the law requires, and who have natural abilities .to teach 



134 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

and to govern, but teachers who love the bminess of teaching, whose, 
very souls are in the work, teachers who are not satisfied with 
merely spending their six _hours a day in the school-room, but, who 
feel such an interest for the improvement of their pupils, that they 
wi11 spend time out of school in setting copies, solving difficult prob
lems, giving instruction to individuals, meeting occasionally with 
some of the classes for evening schools; or in any other way to in
terest and benefit their pupils. Better have such a teacher in school 
six weeks, than ordinary teachers six months. Better pay such a 
teacher double price, than a common teacher half price; and a poor 
teacher is worse than none. Then let agents seek out the true 
teachers, and, if possible, secure their services. 

If these suggestions should be followed out in earnest, by every 
parent and school agent, I venture the assertion, that our common 
schools would be doubled in their advantages to our children, and 
this wou1d be much better in its results, than to raise double the 
amount of school money that we now do with no improvement in 
other respects. H. H. SHERMAN, Supervisor. 

LEBANON. 

Parents are responsible in part, for the deportment of their chil
dren in school. Generally, those scholars who are disciplined at 
home, are easily governed in school. Otherwise those who have no 
other master but the teacher, are morose, stubborn, and not inc]ined 
to submit to reasonable government. Parents should also teach 
their children from their books, and know each day the progress 
made, thus giving them a double advantage. The fireside is the 
place for the introductory lessons, preparatory to the school-room. 

Again, parents should visit their schools, learn how they are pros
pering, sympathize and co-operate with the teacher. In this wa,y 
prejudices which often arise between the parent and the teacher may 
be kept out. Colorings and misrepresentations of school-room oc
currences, give them a wrong and unfavorable opinion of the teacher. 
This is to be remedied only by parents visiting the schools them-· 
selves. 

To the inhabitants of school districts Nos. 11 and 12 we would 
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say, there is a manifest want of interest in the education of your 

children. You are aware that your houses are entirely unfit for 
the accommodation of schools. They are old, cold, inconvenient 

and dilapidated. You are not only a little disrespectful to your 

teachers, but you are also enfeebling their best efforts by placing 
them in such houses. Your scholars will suffer both in mind and 

body, and your school money will be nearly thrown away until you 

afford your children new houses. 

To the agents, we would say, be early on the lookout for good 

teachers, and be exceedingly cautious whom you employ for teach

ears. You cannot exercise too much care in their selection. The 

length of the school is the primary object with serne agents. They 
will employ young and inexperienced persons for teachers, because 

they can obtain them for little money. Scores of individuals, who 

are as unfit as infants, to assume the responsibility of teachers, stand 

ready to apply for your schools. Such individuals in their youth

ful egotism and inconsideration, will pretend and resolve wonder

fully, but execute poorly. Don't flatter such with the hope of 

obtaining authority from the supervisor, but act from a regard to 

their feelings and those of the supervisor, and turn them away your

self, rather than to allow them to meet with a greater disappoint
ment. Suffer not yourselves to be deluded by such fa]se pretences. 

One week of school under good instruction is worth more than a 

month under poor instruction. 
A considerable extra travel ancl much anxiety has been caused 

me during the past year, on account of a majority of the age"nts 
neglecting to afford me the required notice. Will the 'ngents learn 

what their duty is in this respect, and the penalty annexed for a 

viobtion of the same, and hereafter manfully fulfil their obligations. 

Read the school laws, sec. 55. 

The wants of our schools are many. Blackboards, maps und 

cha.rts are needed, to be suspended in the school-room. 

There are but v.ery few good readers in our schools, and the at

tempts to teach reading are nearly all failures. During our super

vision, -we have endeavored to impress upon the minds of both teacher 

and scholar, the importance not only of good reading, but also of 

spelling and penmanship. We do hope that to these and to other 

elementary branches, much more attention will be given, before 

pushing scholars forward. 
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Too little attention is paid to tho bodily health of the scholar, nor 
is he trained in respect to his manners or to his morals as he should 
be. Teachers seem to regard these as beyond their sphere, but it 
seems to me a great mistake. 

Youth is the age of passion and instability. The youthful mind 
is generally controlled by surrounding influences; hence, it is of the 
greatest importance that we throw around them the right kind of 
influence. It devolves upon us to direct their thoughts,-to awaken 
and arouse their energies, -to restrain their passions,-to control 
their ambition,-to inspire and direct their nobler powers. From 
those who are now in our public schools, are to be selected men who 
will fill offices of trust and responsibility. These will enter future 
life with the same stamp which is now impressed upon them. They 
will be likely to cling to the same principles, advance the same sen
timents, and promu1gate the same doctrines, as those which are now 
inculcateJ into their being. They are soon t0 control the interests 
of state and church, and to them we must look for the defence of 
truth, justice and humanity. The government and preservation of 
this republic will soon be transmitted to them. May they be so 
educated, that when we fall, they may grasp the important concerns 
which we relinquish, and preserve them to the latest posterity. 

S. W. Co WELL, Supe1 visor. 

LEWISTON. 

\Ye should not lose sight of the object of the establishment of our 
free schools, and should use every means that rnn.y best contribute 
to accomplish this object. It is evident to all that a good, warm 
and well constructed room or house, with suitable furniture, is the 
first thing to be secured. We regret to say that in our town, out
side of tho village, we have but few good school-houses. We deem 
it a great wrong to put a teacher and scholars. into such roon1s as 
we are now obliged to use in some districts. We hope the time is 
is not distant when we shall be furnjshed with good school-houses. 
What impressions the young mind must unavoidably receive in one 
of our old school-rooms! It is no wonder the scholars prefer good 
air and the beauties of nature to confinement in one of these rooms. 
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The next thing to be secured is punctual a,ttendance. Nothing 
so much tends to throw a school into a disordered and unhealthy 

condition as irregubrity of attendance. If a scholar is. absent from 
school he loses his interest; his -mind is diverted, his class broken 
in upon, and the teacher becomes disheartened. Parents and guar
dians should look well to this, for on it the interest of the school 
much depends. Ilo.hits of promptness and order contribute much 
to success in life. The important question for us is, how can the 
child he best prepared for tho future duties of lifo? It is to see 
that he is ta,ught to think truly, to calculate accurately, to speak 

correct~y and intelligibly. These are of the most importance, for 
they must be used in the active duties of life. 

What tho roa,n or woman first needs and most uses in life, is what 

the schobr should first learn and thoroughly understand in the 
school-roo1.n. It is a false motion to think that the useful branches 

should be neglected; or give place to what arc called the higher or 

ornamental. 
A. K. P. KNOWLTON, for the S. S. Committee 

-Village District (No. 2.)-It will be seen, from the tabular 

statement, that these schools have been crowded throughout the 

year. The average attendance, however, has not ranged very high, 
and it was not to be expected of such little ones as :1ttend these 
schools; yet it has exceeded the regular accommodations, there 

being only about fifty seats provided for each school. Believing 
six hours of daily confinement too much for the pupils in the pri

mary schools, the directors instructed the teachers to dismiss the 
smallest ones at an earlier season th:1n the hour prescribed for clos
ing the exercises. Perhaps this has not been altogether agreeable to 

industrious mothers, who wish to be rid of the care of tbeir children 

as much as possible; but it was deemed best for the little ones thus 
dismissed, and best for the larger pupils atten<ling the sr,me schools, 
who, in this way, more fully received what, to them, is a prime ne
cessity-the personal ~ttention of the teacher. Small scholars can 

do but little by themselves, and therefore require a greater amount 
of aid than they can obtain from the teacher in the crowded pri
mary school, especially if the school is neces:mrily divided into many 
classes. The discipline of some of the Primary schools has been 
very excellent; and the consequent deportment of the pupils, and 



138 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

tho progress made in their studies, such as to elicit, deservedly, the 

hearty praise of all visitors. Of others, we cannot speak in terms 

so flattering. But none have, by any means, proved failures: It 

iJ pleasant to visit the best of these schools and see how well the lit
tle ones conduct thernsel ves, how promptly they obey the tap of the 

bell, how great the jnterest they manifest in their studies, how the 

eye dances and the whole countenance brightens, as a great idea 

makes its first entry into the little head, and especially when it 

makes its exit from the lips, whose thinking and whose speaking 

are one day, perchance, to give direction to the vast movements of 

civilization and progress. Childish humanity, under physical and 

intellectual training, if not too severe, is a pleasant sight to behold. 

The Intermediate schools -In passing from the Primary to the 

Intermediate schools, the first things which attract attention are the 

better order and closer application to study, attributable in a great 

degree, to the advanced age and previous tr;1ining of the pupils, 

which give them readier control of the muscles of the body and of 

the faculties of the mind. But we must not forget that we also 
find bigger rogues here as well as rogues of bigger growth, mischief

makers who are apt to thrive as they approach or enter their teens; 

yet the discipline of each Intermediate school we cannot but regard 

as most admirable. Nearly perfect subordination, commendable 

zeal, healthy emulation and gooj will have characterized each of 
these schools throughout the year. For several reasons, Interme

diate schools are of great importance. They are especially impor

tant, because in them the habits of study arc, to a great extent, 

formed. In the Primary school it is instruction without much 

study; while in the Intermediate school, habits of study must be 

acquired. If the habits here acquired are loose, the chances are 

that the scholar will al w.1ys be superficial; if they are close and 

critical, the chances are altogether favorable to future thoroughness. 

Pupils should not, therefore, be hurried out of the Intermediate 

schools till they acquire a thorough knowle.dge of the studies pur

sued there. 

The Grammar School-Previous to the present year, there 

never has been any systematic internal organization of the Gram

mar school. Each scholar could study what he pleased, provided 

only that it was within the prescribed limits of the school. Thus it 
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frequently happened that a scholar wholly neglected some branches 

of learning, simply because they did not suit his fancy. Caprice 
regulated his course of study. The Directors, however, believing 

that the efficiency of the Grammar school would be greatly in

creased by a classification of the scholars, divided them into three 

classes, as best they could, aided by Mr. Beverage and his assistant, 

2.nd established a course of study covering three years. This clas

sification has worked well thus far; but it will be necessary to re

classify in part for the next year, in order to accommodate the school 

to the advancement of grade fixed upon; and hence some of the 

scholars who came up from the Intermediate schools last spring, not 

fully prepared, will be obliged to enter the third, or lowest class, 

next term, with the few new scholars who will be sent up from the 

lower schools. It is desirable that the grade of the Grammar school 

Bhould be yet further raised, but it cannot be conveniently done at 

present. 

The High sclwol.-Tbe High school has not been altogether 

fortunate in its histor.v the past year, though its future prospects 

:now look flattering. For the same reason that had weight with us 

.in the case of the Grammar school, we also thought it highly advis

able that this school should be classified and a regular course of 
study P.rescribed. If the citizens of the district render the proper 
aid and encouragement, we cannot doubt that they will, ere long, 

put our High school among the best in the State, and give to it a 

permanent character and prosperity. It has seen too many ups and 

downs, and the time has certaialy arrived when fluctuation should 

yield to stability. Before many more years pass, we hope to see it 
esteemed an honor to be a regular graduate of the Lewiston High 

school, with a diploma settmg forth the fact, after the fashion of 

schools of loftier pretensions, but not of higher merit. All that is 

ueeded is a little time, good teachers, and proper encouragement on 

tLe part of the district. 

Apprentice sclwol.;-As in many otber places, cities and villages, 

so is there in this district a class of boys, and some girls, perhaps, 

who are either unable or unwilling to attend school more than three 

months of the year. Some of them, such as apprentices, we know 

possess only this time for educational purposes. They generally 

attend school in the winter. These scholars have long been a diffi-



140 cmrMON SCHOOLS. 

cult element to manage in our schools, espe~ially in the Grammar 
and High, and more especially so since these schools have been clas
sified. We will enda vor to state wherein lies the trouble : In the 
first place it is impossible properly to classify these schohrs to their 
own satisfaction or that of their teacher; for quite likely thei~ pre
vious studies have been such, or their present notions are such that 
it is necessary to put them in all the classes in the school, and then 
fail of getting even the best of them where they can move along 
without disturbing the school machinery. As a consequence of thjs 
ill classification, it is hard awakening in them sufficient interest to 
induce thoroughness in their studies. In the second p1aco, they 
cannot compete successfully with the constantly attending members 
of the school; to the proper progress of whom they are, therefore, 
a serious hindrance. In the third place, they interfere with the 
proper discipline of the school, attending, as many of them do, with 
no fixed purpose of study or real desire for improvement, but simply 
to have a "good time," regardless of all the rules and regulations 
of the school. Hence not only they themselves conduct badly, but 
their example creates a dislike of restraint and of application to 
study in those who would otherwise be model schobrs. For this 
class of scholars, other places, where the schools are graded, have 
established what is termed an "Apprentice school;" and we ap
prehend that such a school in this district, taught in a suitable 
room, and by a suitable teacher, would prove highly advantageous 
to all concerned. 

Special police ojjicer.-Every day in the year, large numbers of 
children can be found at play in the streets of our village. To them 
it makes no difference whether "school keeps'' or not. In dirt and 
independence alone they rejoice. Some of these children are not 
sent to school at all, and some are truants, requiting, in this way, 
the love and tender care of parents. But the playing in the street 
is not the worst. The chances are that some larger boy who has no 
parents, or might as well have none, leads off a bevy of smaller boys, 
and teaches them ail sorts of evil prrtctices, which quite naturally 
terminate with an introduction to Judge Smith, if nothing more dis
agreeable. Go to Portland or Boston, and you seldom find children 
at play in the streets. During the session of the schools, it is not 

safo for a truant to show himself within eye-shot of a policeman, or 
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he win be quite likely to receive an escort to school or to the cala

boose, as two Lewiston boys, ·who recently went on an expedition to 
Portland, have good reason to remember. Such an officer is needed 
in this district. 

Conclusion.-Tbe labors of your directors during the year have 
not been a.ltogether trifling, the various duties of agent, supervisor 

and grading committee, devo1ving upon them by election, while they 
have assumed the responsibility of looking after truants occasion
ally. They have endeavored faithfn11y to discharge their duties, 
but by no moans claim th.:1,t they have done the best thing at .all 

times. Of the manner in which the teachers ha,ve fu1filled the func

tions of their office, we have already spoken, while we have ma.de an 

occasional reference to the duties of parents; but upon this latter 

topic we feel disposed to enlarge a little in this place. We warn 
you against entertaining the idea, that the system of graded schools 
in district No 2 is a sort of perpetual motion establishment, that 

will run of itself, when once set going, without any oiling of the 
machinery or the bestowal of any other care. Thero is danger of 
too many misadjustments not to merit and receive your constant at
tention. You must see that your children are regular in their 

attendance upon the schoo1s; that you do not listen with too credu
llous an car to complaints against the teacher ; and that you fail not 
in the discharge of the thousand little demands that are constantly 
made of you and which you yourself must discharge as no one can 
do it for you. We warn you against entertaining tbe idea that a 
picayune policy is tlie cheapest in the end. ~ro be sure, there is no 
royal road to learning, yet it is not a straight and narrow path, run
ning through the land of starvation. The system of graded schools 
is, undoubtedly, the best jn the world, but it is not the cheapest, so 

far as dollars and cents are concerned, though it is cheaper than any 

or all athers when we consider the results. 
WM. P. FRrE, ) 
C. B. STETSON, > Directors. 
H. H. p ACKARD, \ 

LEVANT. 
I have here endeavored to give you some general idea of the con

dition of the schools in the several districts, the proficiency made by 
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the pupils, and the success attending the instruction and govern
ment of the severa1 teachers. And although our schools have been, 
as a general thing, unusually successful during the past year, they 
have not arrived at that standard of perfection which it is desirable 
they should reach, in order to thus accomplish the greatest amount 
of good. We have still too many incompetent teachers; too many 
idle and indolent scholars, and by far too many uninterested pa

rents. The latter evil is, in my opinion, the greatest of the tlirce, 

and should claim the attention of every citizen of the town. It is 

the duty of every parent to educate his children; and to accomplish 

this very laudable object we employ teachers, whose duty it is to 
instruct the youth committed to their care in the v,trious branches 

of learning taught in our schools, and a1so in '' the principles of 
morality and justice, and a sacred regard for truth, love of country, 
humanity and all other virtues which are the ormnnents of society." 
This great duty of educating our children, wliich the teacher assists 
us in perforruing, should bo considered one of the most important 

duties of our lives; and every citizen, whether he has children of 
his own or not, should do what he can to elevate the standard of our 
common schools, arnl should manifest a lively interest in tLeir suc
cess. It is a fact, now generally admitted, that it costs less to edu
cate our children, aud thus furnish them with means of advancing 
in society, than to support them when they have grown up in igno
rance. It is tbe educ~ition of the people that constitutes the only 
guaranty for the perpetuation of our Republican form of govern
ment. .Neglect the education of the musses of the people, and we 
are no longer capable of self-government. 

D. S. :FIFIELD, Supervisor. 

LIMINGTON. 
The family and school are most intimately connected. Orie is 

the trne nursery for the other. Plants that are transferred from 
tho nun,ery to the garden without form or comeliness, will al ways 
remain more or less so, however severe the pruning of the gardener 
may be. 

What ought to be done in the nurs{)ry cannot be done success~ 

fully elsewhere. 
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The fomi1y is the place where principles of obedience, respect, 
order and decorum are to be engrafted. into the very texture of the 
child's mental being; and when this is not accomplished there, it 
cannot possibly be done elsewhere; and insubordination, rudeness, 
inattention to study and general deficiency will be the result. 

If there be a loose screw of this kind in our domestic government, 

let us tighten it at once, and Ree if the good resulting therefrom may 
not he of vast benefit to our schools. This being done, what more 
devolves upon us as parents? W c must follo-w the children to the 
school-room, and see that they are there b0timeR, day by day, and 
not let every little trifling thing take them awny from school. \Ve 
must know what and how they study, and whether the time spent 
by them in the school-room is of profit. 

A little care in the family circle to interest the children in every
thing that pertains to education, ,vill save parents and teaclrnrs a 
v:1st deal of trouble and anxiety. When children once become hear

tily engaged in their studies, their mental appetite will sharpen year 

b;r year, and we r:1ay then have no fear of idleness or disobedience 
on their part. 

':I.1he parents and teachers are both enlisted in one service, although 
in difft:rent spheres, ·whose aim and object should be the same; aml 
in this copartnership there should be mutual confidence and a free 

and vigorous co-operation. No idle word or foolish gossip: come 
from whatever source it may, should lessen the harmony of action. 

It is true some teachers, as well as parents, are found to be in
competent to fulfil properly the duties of their respective stations; 
yet the incompetency of the ten,cher should he proved from good and 
sufficient evillence before any disruption should take place. A school 
broken up from any cause suffers a loss that is not easily repaired, 

and often retains the sad irnpn!SS for years. 
The early pathway of chiluren is to be guarded with the most 

scrut1mzmg care. Their minds are open to every new impression 

and they are constantly reeeiving new ideas; and a good moral at

mosphere should continually encircle them. 
Parents must cease to regard wealth as the best inheritance they 

can leave their children. They must more deeply realiz:) the im

portance of training them by a proper moral and mental cultur0, for 

the conflicts of active life, for the faithful and intelligent perform-
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ance of duty. The home where rudeness of demeanor, harshness of 
language, neglect of who1esm:ne restraint, are the distinguishing 
traits in the character of parents, seklom furnishes gentle, courte
ous, orderly subjects for the school-room; " men do not gather 
grapes of thorns nor figs of thistles." 

Your supervisor is happy to acknowledge the kindness and sym
pathy of bis fellow citizens generally, as also the uniform readi
ness with wliich they have listened to any suggestions with refer
ence to the improvement of the schools under their charge. 

We indulge the hope, that for time to come, the supervisor, agents 
and parents, wql earnestly co-operate with each other, striving for 
a common object, the elevation of the masses, in the w,1le of moral, 
intellectual and social being. 

To this end, see to it, fellow citizens, that all your schooJs are in 
fact, ,vlrnt they were designed to be, nurseries of morality and in
telligence to the rising generation ; then shall their healthful influ
et;ce go down to the latest time, elevating and ennobling humanity. 

S. J. Srn.ODT, Supen.:isor. 

LITCHFIELD. 

In bringing this report to a close, your supervisor will say that 
the schools have been attended the last year with lights and shades, as 
usual. That they have not been in all respects what they should 
lrnve been, or might lrnve been, we know very well. In some in
stances, we think, they have been attended with more than usual 
success, while in others, they have not made that proficiency that 
could be wished. In such cases there has been a deficiency of in
terest on the part of th0 district, which is to be deplored, as the. 
co-operation of the parents is essentia,l to the advancement and pro
ficiency of schools. 

Another difficulty, too apparent, arises from .a lack of' exertion, 
on the part of the a.gent, in 01taining teachers competent to their 
positions. But ·in <li:3charging our duties, we have sought for the 
highest good of the school. We have not done all we wished to 
do; the circumstances under which we have been placed, have ren
dered it impossible; yet we can sa,y, that when any difficulty has 



SUPERINTENDEN'r'S REPORT. 145 

··occurred, we have endeavored to learn, from our own observation, 

the true condition of the schools, an.d have acted as we thought a 

regard for the highest interest of the schools demanded. The duty 

of employing teachers does not come under our supervision. We 

receive such as are sent to us by the agents. If they pass the in

formal examination, they then commence the schools and are sus

tained in them, unless after entering upon their work, they are 

found incapable of discharging their duties. We think more effort 

~:bould be made to secure those adapted to the schools they are to 

teach. The position which every instructor of youth occupies, is one 

of grea1nisponsibility, and may be made one of much usefulness. 

We want teachers who love their business, and have a tact for it. 

]Eff0rt should be made, as far as possible, to secure those who have 

had experience, and upon whose capacity we can rely. 

These, with many other improvements, which will readily suggest 

themselves to the minds of all, will insure to us, in the future, a 

much higher grade of schools. 

BENJAMIN W. BERRY, Supervisor . 

• MANCHESTER. 

Though some of our schools have been, in the opinion of the super

~1isor, productive of little good, we are gratified and encouraged by 

the fact t~at most of them have been eminently successful. And 

w:hile we know, full well, that they must deteriorate under neglect 

and indifference, we have ample reason for a confident belief, that, 
with proper care and encouragement, and a faithful and judicious 

use of all the means at our command for their improvement, they 

may be steadily advanced in efficiency and usefulness. They de

serve, as they need, our constant care. The Common school is the 
1

' institution" of New England. It was founded in comprehensive 

wisdom, and is second in importance to none. Our social, moral 

and political prosperity largely depend upon it. While some of the 
American States are ready to incur the guilt, the danger and the 

ealamities of treason, revolution and war, to sustain and strengthen 

their "institution," fraught as it is with violence, cruelty and abom

inations, shall we neglect the plain and pleasant duty of contribut-

10 
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ing, by all appropriate means, to the extension and perpetuation of 
the beneficent influences of ours. 

H. G. C~LE, Supervisor. 

MINOT. 

The whole amount of days lost by absences-6305--reduced to· 

years, will make 17 years, 3 months and 10 days. What a start

ling fact ! Consider it well ! This town has sustained the loss of 

seventeen years of education during the past year, by the .Ierntion, 

and, in most instances, unnecessary detention of the young from 

school. Is there a justifiable cause for such a waste? May those 

who have the power to do it, make a special effort to prevent such 

an evil in time to come. 

I find that most of the districts in town are behind the times· in 

regard to furnishing their school-rooms with necessary apparatus 1 

such as outline maps, cube root blocks and globes. Such things are 
needful, and every district should see that their school-rooms are 

supplied with them. Instruction imparted with the ~id of such ap
paratus, makes a more lasting impression on the pupil's mind, than 

. .,, 
in any other way. 

Much depends on the efficiency and faithfulness of the agent. 
The good of the district should be the controlling motive with him. 
The good of the district d@es not always require the agent to em-· 

ploy some personal friend or family connection, son: sister, daugh

ter, cousin or nephew, without special regard to fitness. It never 

requires him ·to engage the one who will keep the cheapest. The 

agent should never wait for applications from teachers. The impor

tant trust he holds, demands some effort on his part to find a com- .. 

petent teacher, and one well adapted for the school in his district;· 

a:ad when such a teacher is found, he should be employed at any 

reasonable expense. It is not every good scholar that is adapted to· 

teaching. Where our schools, the past year, have failed to be what 
they should be, it may almost wholly be attributed to the fact that 
teachers have been employed who were not adapted to the business. 

If there is but little school money ir.t the district, or the scholars are 

young, o.r the school is a backward one: let the ag.ent be the more 
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particular in securing the very bes( teacher that can be obtained. 

Those schools where the scholars are small or backward, need the 

most experienced and skillful teachers. Six weeks of school, under 

the direction of one of our best teachers, would benefit the scholars 

vastly more than six months with a cheap and poor teacher. The 

agent should take an interest in this work, and do all he can, by 
visiting the school, encouraging the teacher and scholars, and con

sulting with the supervisor, to promote the interests of the school. 

The school agent is too apt to throw off his own responsibility upon 

the supervisor. The most efficient supervisor cannot accomplish 

much, unless he has the co-operation of the agents in the several 

districts. 

Parents should regard the school as a wise in;titution of the State: 

designed to promote the improvement of society, and especially to 

aid them in the proper training of the immortal beings committed 

to their charge. If parents would secure the full benefits of their 

schools, they must have interest enough to visit them. The chil

dren would thereby be encouraged, would be more ambitious to ap

pear well and do well-more prompt, dilligent and scholar-like in 

all respects. The teacher would, undeniably, be profited by such 

visits; animated and strengtheneil by the assurance that his efforts 
were appreciated, he would labor more cheerfully, and exert himself 

to the utmost to deserve the approbation of a community so watch

ful of its educational privileges. 

No one can properly perform the duties of his profession, unless 

he loves it, and is willing to devote his whole soul to the right and 

faithful discharge of its arduous and various duties,-and this is 

especia1ly true of the profession of a teacher. Lay aside, as much 

as possible, all text-books at the hour of recitation. The most suc

cessful teachers in our schools, are those who make the least use of 

text-books during the recitation. Let me say to teachers, then 1 

study your subjects thoroughly before you enter your school-rooms7. 

so that you may be familiar with them, and ready to impart your 

knowledge to your pupils in a free and easy manner. Take special' 

pains to adapt your instructious to the capacities of your pupils. 

Singing has been taught in some of our schools the past year, with 

the happiest results. It is very important that our children should' 

acquire some knowledge of music in our public schools, while they 
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are young and so susceptible of learning in this department; it is 
in their nature to sing. If all our teachers were qualified' to in

struct, or even to direct, in singing, it would be comparatively easy 

to have singjng of some kind in every school. There is much gained 

by singing, especially in school discipline. How much harmony of 

feeling we get with the harmony of song! It promotes cheerful

ness, unites the hearts of scholars and teacher, and assists, in many 

ways, to make the path of duty pleasant. 

In conclusion, I would remark, that, in my observations the past 

year, I have arrived at very definite conclusions as to the standing 

of our schools and the success of our teachers; and have determined 

very nearly the proficiency made by our scholars. I am pleased 

that I have been able" to report so favorably. With but few excep

tions, our schools have been p~ofitable. So far as my knowledge of 

public schoo1s extends, I am inclined to think that intellectual edu

cation is attended to oftentimes to the neglect of the moral and physi

cal. If we would have our children occupy those positions in soci

ety and State, that our Creator designed they should, it is evident 
that they must be educated intellectually, morally and physically. 
Having spoken upon various topics, I now commend the whole sub

ject to your careful consideration,. believing it will be entrusted to 
impartial judges, and trusting that your increasing interest will 

prompt you to aid in raising the standard of our public schools, not 
only intellectually: but morally and physically. 

R. R. RICKER, Supervisor. 

MOUNT VERNON. 

We would endeavor to impress upon agents, the importance of 

the utmost care in selecting teachers. The most of our agents have 

been fortunate in this particular, the past year, while a few have 

employed teachers, who were of but little ber.efit to their scholars. 
We need thorough, efficient teachers. 

A teacher may possess the requisite literary qualifications, but 

unless be possesses also, aptness in teaching, a love of t~rn business, 

a faculty to interest children, and skill in training them, his school 

cannot be a profitable one. Teachers should be "sober, discreet 
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persons, whose examples their pupils may safely imitate." They 
shou1d be capable of penetrating the mind of every child, ascertain
ing its wants and imparting to it suitable instruction. "Their 
manners in the school-room and elsewhere should be dignified and 

affa,ble, and their language the furthest possible removed from coarse

ness or vulgarity." A person addicted to the use of profane lan

guage, or other habits which conflict with the peace and morality of 

society, is not suitable to be a teacher of youth, and should not be 

tolerated in our schools. 

"A school must be governed1 but the government there should 

have a moral basis, and be, so far as possible, self-government. 
Submission should be required because it is right, and he governs 

best who makes his pupils see and feel this to be right. Govern

ment should be administered with a firm and even hand. A teacher 

who is passionate, and without self-control, may enforce laws, and 

maintain order, and yet fail to govern well." The teacher should: 

at all suitable times, impress upon the minds of his pupils, the im

portance of truth, justice and morality, those qualities which adorn 

the mind and purify the heart. 

We live in an age of excitement, and of great mental improve
ment; the standard of education has been materially raised in our 
State within a few years past. Many towns are doing much for 
the benefit of the cause, and shall Mt. Vernon fall behind her sister 

towns in the good work? We hope not; we believe not. We all 
have a work to do. Let us do it with a will, and good results will 
be sure to follow. 

" An intelligent, cultivated and thinking man, is the better citi
zen and member of society in any occupation of life. His influence 

for good, is felt in all his intercourse with his fellow beings. It is 

therefore important that we educate all our children, not only to 

read, but to reflect, deliberate, and form intelligent opinions for 

themselves. Where this is done, the country, and its beneficial 

institutions will always be safe." We consider our schools a noble 

instrumentality and most efficient agent for the promotion of peace 
and security among our people, and the safe-guard of our liberties. 

They should, thorefore, receive our united protection and support. 
Parents should visit their schools, in conjunction with the com

mittee, and there witness the demeanor of their children and the 
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labors of their teachers. This would prevent much of the discord 
which arises in our schools, and be of lasting benefit to the parents 
as well as to the children. 

The school books which we have heretofore recommended, are the 
most ar proved now in use in our State. We recommend no change 
at this time, and see no reason why any material change for several 
years to come. 

We appeal to agents to notify the committee of the commence
ment and close of the terms of their schools, as required by law, 
and then the committee will have no excuse for neglecting to visit 
each school twice. 

JAMES R. MARSTON, ~ 
MosE8 R. LEIGHTON, Committee. 
JAMES E. MERRILL, 

NEW CASTLE. 

The foregoing facts, fellow cjtizens of New Castle,' are but a hand
ful of what you ought to know; but the contraction of the public 
purse forbids a more extended report. It is an often repeated re
mark,-but not the less true,-that our Common schools are not 
what they should be. You have asked me to look after them, and, 
so far as one can, to make them what thBy should be. My endeav
ors in that direction must speak for themselves. Hoping that they 
have not been entirely misdirected, I will give you the benefit of 
some of the thoughts that have arisen in my mind, in the prosecu
tion of my work. 

The evils attaching to our schools, in their present state, are 
many. Among these, I would mention the want of accurate and 
sound S(;holarship on the part of the teachers. The standard should 
be such that not every young man, or woman, who happens for a 
season "to have nothing else to do," could take up teaching as a 

vocation. Give more wages, and secure better teachers. We want 
not only those who will do the best tbey can, but able as well as 
faithful teachers. 

I would mention also, the want of a proper understanding be
tween parents and teachers, as injurious. Their interests are one. 
Whatever the teacher recommends for the scholar, the parents 
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'13hou1d, at least, be willing to consider. If he does not see the pro

priety of the teacher's suggestion, let him consult that teacher, at 
the proper time-not in school hours,-and in a proper spirit-not 
an a passion,-and have a fair understanding on both sides. Pa

rents should purchase no new book, without conferring with the 
teacher. The opposite course has occasioned great trouble. Take 
no child's story in any matter, withvut confirmation, as the basis of 
severe words, or severe action! The old practice, "Whipped at 
school, whipped at home," would be better than· the incautious 

espousal of the punished scholar's cause-too common at the present 
,time. 

Another evil is the untimely interest of some parents in the 

school. It comes either just before or just after, the school-some
times, both before and after. They "hope the agent will get a 
.good teacher." When the school is in session, the most trivial 
matters suffice to keep the children at home-the interest flags; 

and when the school is closed,-the interest renewed-they '' might 
just as well have thrown the money away." Keep the children in 
school; make them punctual; ask about them; and when you want 
to gossip half an hour with your neighbor, spend that half hour in 
school, and let your children know that you are intorested in their 
matters. The failing is, too little pride, and too little interest, 
while the school is in progress; and too much grow liµg, when .it is 
,closed. 

One more evil-and they grow upon us-is the multiplicity of 
books. There are in our town, eight varieties of grammar, (many 
of them in the same school) four readers, five or six geographies, 
&c. This is a serious evil, and one which you must aid your super

visor in correcting. 
I would recommend that a list .of authorized text-books be placed 

in the bands of each of the booksellers, and posted up in t.he school

house in each district. Such a work, supervised from beginning to 

end, would diminish the number of classes in each school, and do 

away with the liability to those nuisances, odd books. 
As I commenced my work, I finish it, with a heart interested in 

the youth of our community. 
EDWIN B. PALMER, Supervisor. 
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NEW GLOUCESTER. 

Your committee conclude with a few practical suggestions. 
First, there should be a better compliance with the laws relating 

to public schools. In this matter there is a great laxity, leading to 

great inconvenience. Every agent, and every one of the school 

committee, and every teacher, should be furnished with a copy of 

the school laws, and should read them. To specify two cases of dis
regard to the laws. School registers too often are not promptly 

returned, nor properly £.J1ed. Now, no teacher is entitled to re

ceive pay for his services till he has complied with this section; and 

the selectmen should not give any order for his salary till they have 

received satisfactory evidence that he has complied with the law in 
this particular. This evil, your committee, with the co-operation of 

the selectmen, have endeavored to remedy, and have succeeded be

yond their expectations. Another section, systematically disre

garded, is the following: '' Before the commencement of a term of 
school, the school agent is to give written notice to some member of 
the superintending school committee, when it is to commence, 
whether to be kept by a master or mistress, and how long it is ex
pected to continue." 

Secondly, the books should be uniform. It is utterly impossible 
for a class to make satisfactory progress when the members are using 
two or three different books. Let the best books of the kind be in

troduced into every school, and let them be uniform. This is true 
economy. Parents should be careful to purchase only such books 

as the committee recommend. 

Thirdly, let there be proper attention given to ventilation of 

school-rooms. On a winter's day, if you close every window and 

make a hot fire in the stove, the scholars will become sleepy and 

stupid within doors, and as soon as they go out, take cold. Your 

committee have visited schools where, when they first entered, they 

could scarcely keep their eyes open; how then, in such ill-ventilated 
rooms, can scholars be expected to study? 

Fourthly, more attention should be given to the cultivation of 

morals and manners. Coarseness should be discouraged; obscenity 
and profanity should be sufficient cause for expulsion from school. 

This rudeness is one of the crying evils of our system of public in

struction. Everything that has a refining influence on the mind 
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should be introduced into our schools to counteract this tendency. 
Your committee are of opinion that a few fine engravings hung up 
in the school-room would be a powerful auxiliary in this attempt to 
refine and purify the conduct. 

Fifthly your committee would strongly urge regularity of at
tendance on the part of the scholars. Here our registers show a 

sad deficiency. But matters are even worse than they represent; 
for, besides those who are absent, many come late to school. Nowt 
this is not only an injury to the particular scholar, but to the whole 
8chool. An irregular scholar is a dead weight to his class, retard
ing their advancement. He is wasting his own time, and robbing 

· others of their time. An irregular scholar had better absent him
Belf entirely from the school. It would prosper far better without him. 

Six·thly, the parents should co-operate with the teacher. If they 
,mcourage their children in insubordination, neither governing them 
~~t home, nor assisting the teacher in governing them, they must 
expect trouble and rebellion in the school-room. Let the parents 
be in league with the children against the master, and they will 
iruin the best school that ever was. Let parents never find fault 
with the master before the scholars; let them encourage the schol
ars in their studies; let them at home impress on their minds that 
they go to school to learn, and, as a necessary means thereto, must 
submit to the rules of the master; let them, as they have opportu
nity, show their interest in the studies of the children by visiting 
the schools, and our schools will be much more orderly and profita
ble than they now are. 

Seventhly, every school should, without delay, be furnished with 
a terrestrial globe, at least, and an unabridged dictionary-either 
Webster's or Worcester's. This has been recommended and urged 
in the report of your committee for la.st year, and we would now 
only call it to remembrance to persuade the different districts to 
fake action thereupon. 

J. A. Ross, ( G . 
S. N. GROSS, ~ ommittee. 

NORWAY. 

In conclusion, we would say. that we think as· a whole there baa 
been a fair degree of improvement in our schools. If some have· 
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fallen below our expectations, others have exceeded them. We 
have invariably found those shools where the parents make a prac
tice of visiting them, to be in advance of those where rw such prac
tice exists. If parents, instead of listening to the complaints of 
their children, would make it a point to visit the school-room often, 
witness its discipline and improvement, thus showing that they feel 
an interest in the matter, we would soon see a greater degree of im
provement than ~t present. Great care, we think, should be taken 
in the selection of teachers. It is not al ways the fact that the 
teacher who can be hired for the least money, is the cheapest. The 
teacher who is most efficient in the school-room, and who is best 
adapted to impart instruction to the pupil, is the cheapest, without 
regard to the wages. 

For some years past there has been a gradual improvement in the 
construction of school-houses. ~1.1here are now comfortable and con
venient houses in all the districts except No's. 1, 4, 8, 10 and 13. 
In the last n&med there is no house ; in the other four there are 
miserable apologies for school-houses, which are a disgrace to the 
districts in which they are located. We hope soon to see them re
placed by better houses. There are other points we should like to 
discuss, but want of space forbids. 

B. H. NOBLE, ( C1 .C'I c 'tt 
HENRY UPTON, S ~. ~. ommz ee~ 

ORRINGTON. 

The average attendance at our schools, the past year, compares 
favorably with the average attendance for the State, according to 
the Superintendent's report, yet it should be a matter of anxious 
solicitude to the citizens of this town that only a small fraction more 
than half of our scholars receive the direct benefit of our Common 
schools. In· earlier times, as many can bear testimony, this was 
not so; but young men, even though passed their minority, were 
anxious to avail themselves of a teacher's instruction in the town 
school. Other facilities for instruction are so accessible ; the acad
emy and higher institutions are so enticing, that older scholars are 
prone to disregard the lower grades of school as better suited to 
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younger pupils; and it may justly be said that parents also imbibe 

the same spirit of infatuation. Your supervisor feels warranted in 

saying that the system of instruction in the studies pursued in this 

town, is as thorough and as well calculated to make scholars as in 

any academy or seminary in the State. There is no reason why 

the Common school should be undervalued. It will be further no

ticed that the wages of male teachers are above the average for the 

county or State. r_rhis is attributable in part to the employment of 

females in three districts where males, if engaged, would necessarily 

receive a less pecuniary reward than the majority, and therefore 

lessen the average. 

In thus calling your attention to the several schools, it will be 

noticed that no failures have occurred, and that the supervisor has 

not been summoned to interpose his authority in the enforcement of 

discipline in a single instance. If teachers have been obliged to 

curb the refractory or spur the delinquent, their own judgment has 

prompted a successful action. This may be the result, in a meas

ure, of experience, a.s all the teachers-with a single exception

employed during the year, were practitioners in our Common 

schools previous to their employment here. ~I.1heir success in this 

direction wilJ be gratifying to all, and is especially suggestive to 

incoming district officers. In general, your schools have been pros

perous and successful; but in a few instances, among the male 

teachers, a lack of heartfelt interest ·in their vocation, has been 
cle:arly perceptible, and as an inevitable consequence their pupils 

failed to meet the expectation of friends and of the supervisor ; and 

it is suggested to such that the persistent continuance of any prac
tical or professional study, apart from the immediate want of pupils, 

is detrimental to the physical and mental activity essentially requi-

' site for a teacher during the hours of school; and it also leaves an 

impression upon the p:::ople of any community that the teachers la

bor only for the money, regardless whether it be faithfully earned 

or not. If a teacher cannot afford to devote all his time to the in

terests of his school, a .district cannot afford to employ him; but 

should say " Thou art not for the fashion of these times." 
A prominent hindrance to the progress of a few schools, has been 

caused by a morbid habit among the older scholars of not entering 

school till after the first examination, or even for two or three weeks 
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aftel' the commencement of a term. By so doing, they also cause 
much addititional trouble to the teacher, who is often compelled to 

re-arrange his classes to accommodate their desires, when, other

wise, every class might be permanently organized, and much incon

venience and delay avoided. 

J. WYMAN PHILLIPS, Supervisor. 

PALMYRA. 

Our purpose in the foregoing report has been to represent our 

schools, their condition and prosperity, as we have found them. 

Although we cannot give as good an account of them as we wish 

we could, we have, nevertheless, the satisfaction that their average 
character, as judged by the ordinary standard, is fair. 

Some difficulties have arisen. In the present state of things 

they may be expected, but with the increasing concern for the pros

perity of schools, which we believe exists in the minds of our peo

ple, and with a fuller appreciation of their importance, we may 

expect to witness a corresponding decrease of those diffiulties. 
Every member of a community has a greater and more direct per

sonal interest in the education and proper training of the young 

than is generally realized or duly considered. For as the happi

ness of every individual must very largely depend upon the charac
ter of the community in which he lives, every individual has a per

sonal interest in the character, the principles, habits and disposition 

of each and all the individuals who make up the community. 

Our schools require the fostering care of parental influence en

listed in their support. There is no subject of a public character 

· but what is effected by " public opinion." Their usefulness de

pends very much upon the support which they receive from this 

source. Irregularity of attendance has been in some instances a 

serious inconvenience, and a positive hindrance to the progress of 

the school. 

STEPHEN HILTON, JR., ~ 
JOSEPH F. CLEMENT, S. S. Committee. 
BENJ. A. SHAW, 
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PARIS. 
Committees have in days gone by, taken some pains to set forth, 

in glowing terms, the state of the houses. That there are many 
poor school-houses, no one will deny; and the inhabitants of the 
severul districts where such houses are located, know very well the 
evils of a poor house, and in their own good time will look to their 
real interests, and remove sueh hindrance to the spread of education. 

The old structure at South Pc1ris, now no more, has been the ob
ject of many a blank cartridge. The citizens of this vilbge, while 

. vigorously pursuing every vocation in life, have shown by their acts 
that they were by no means indifferent to the education of their 
children. With 233 scholars, which entitles them to more than 
one-fifth of all the money expended in Paris for the support of pub
lic schools, they have provided a house in every way meeting the 
wants of the district. Whenever and wherever a district under
takes to work a change in. the public property of the district, there 
are sure to be conflicting interests. I will not undertake to discuss 
with how much shrewdness the district purchased the academy and 
grounds; but the site, to a flourishing village like South Paris, who 
wme obliged to purchase, cannot be over-estimated 

I have already hinted at the wants of district No. 8. I trust this 
district will consult their own good, and build a good house before 
another year completes its round. Shou1d we not take a degree of 
pride in school-houses as well as in churches and other public build~ 
ings? 

Next to the duty of furnishing food and raiment, is a parent's 
duty to supply his children with suitable books. I have used my 
influence to secure a uniformity of books, as recommended by 
former committees. Our country is flooded with new school
books, and there are many unscrupulous speculators, ,vho would 
introduce any works into our schoo1s without regard to their real 
merits. I have regarded it a part of my duty to stand between the 
poc:kets of ,my constituents and the avarice of book publishers and 
book agents. E. W. HAMMOND, Supervisor. 

PITTSTON. 

Another hindrance in the way of our schools gaining a higher 
position, is the fear of innovation; or the disposition on the part of 
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teachers, parents and scholars to reject every new measure in the 

school-room as unwise. Some teachers never seem to get beyond 

the old routine of school-room method practiced a long time ago, 

and the parents and scholars are quite as willing that such should 

be the case. If anything new, or different from what has before 

been practiced is attempted, they condemn it at once. Change or 

innovation is a matter of censure with them. Now this is a fallacy. 

If the mere novelty of a measure is a sufficient reason to condemn 

it, the same reason ought to cause all that now exist to he con

demned. To say that anything is bad because it is new, i13 to say . 

that all things are bad,-for all that is old was once new, all that 

is now established was once unusual. Let us for a moment consult 

our own memories, and we cannot but at once see the immense pro

gress made in our public schools within the last tW<mty or thirty 

years. 
There is not variety enough introduced in our schools. Teach

ers seem to be negligent in securing due variety in school hours. 

No mind can dwell long with comfort upon any one suhject of 
thought, and especially the immatured mind; and the healthful 

succrss of both scholar and teacher requires such a proper alterna

tion of tasks. Active recitation should alternate with quiet study; 

the tasks that try the attention and reasoning powers: such as arith

metic, should wisely accompany those that give play to other pow

ers. It is not easy to carry out the true philosophy 0£ unity and 

variety in the studies, in many of our town schools, perhaps, al

though judicious teachers may do much, ·and many of them are 

tending toward the true method. The teacher may regulate his 

own habits of mind, and may so govern himself, even in the most 

hackneyed duties, as to bring a wide range of faculties into play. 

The more he is master of his subject, and the less he is the slave of 

his text-books the better; and nothing is better for the health and 

spirits of the school than the habit of free and easy conversation, 

which animates teachers and scholars at once with fresh life, by 

exchanging the monotonous tones of mere memory for the fresh and 

stirring language of the living mind and heart. 

The teacher, whose mind is disciplined, and whose judgment is 

matured by comprehensive und discriminating studies, enters upon 

his teachership with vast advantages over him whose principal aim 
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has been on]y to gain an admission to the profession. His prepar
atory studies may have been more protracted and more expensive, 
but his future will be far less perplexed, and his jnstructions much 
more extensive and various. 

W. 13EN JAMIN, Supervisor. 

POLAND. 

I think the schools in town have been of a higher order than in 

any previous year during my connection with them. With but few 
exceptions, there has been a good degree of interest with teachers 
and scholars. On1y once have I been called to allay any feeling 
between them, and then, with the assistance of parents, harmony 
was soon restored. I have endeavored to visit every school twice, 
but in a few instances fave failed, because agents did not give me 
notice of the close. :\1ost of the agents fail in their duty in this 
respect. In all my visits I have made such remarks and sugges
tions as I deemed proper, urging the sch~lars to thoroughness, to 
punctuality, improvement and good deportment; and I have reason' 
to believe my remarks have, in most cases, been heeded. 

Parents, need I say a word to stimulate you to action 1 You 
have young and immortal minds committed to your care; and for 

the education and training of them you are chiefly responsible. 
They are soon to fill the places which you now fill; to go from your 
own happy firesides and mingle with a busy world. Let your inter
e:at, then, be seen and felt in the school-room. Go there and see 
·whether your supervisor, agents and teachers do their work faith-· 
folly. D. P. ATWOOD, Supervisor.-

PORTLAND. 

The committee are happy to be able to report the continued zeal 
nind fidelity of the teachers emploped. It cannot reasonably be hoped 
that among so many persons engaged in a pursuit by all recognized 
as peculiarly fatiguing, and unfavorable to health, none will be 
compelled by sickness to suspend their labors during the year. Ae, 
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usual, there have been some cases where absence, on account of im .. 

paired health, has been granted. H1ppily, the leave has been sought 

seasonably, and in all instances, the sick after a short rest, liave 
been restored to strength and have resumed their labors. When 

teachers find their task beginning to affect tbem injuriously, they 

will do well to take early warning, and avail themselves of .the in

dulgence which the committee are al ways ready to extend. Too 

often they delay, till recovery, if possible at all, can be secured 

only by long rest, when if prompt attention were given to the first 

symptoms of exhaustion a short season of repose would be sufficient. 

Any one suited for the responsible office of school teacher is pre

sumed to know the value of health, and something of the means of 

its preservation. The observance of those means does not fall within 

the province of the committee, but rests with the individual teach

ers. ·when the public has provided houses, and fuel, and apparatus 

for the schools, and made the best practicable provisions for the 

physical welfare of those concerned, the attention of instructors, pu

pils and parents will be required, or the health of some in the school 

will suffer. To keep the air pure and fresh in a room containing 

a large number of children will tax the jngenuity, especially at 

those seasons when a fire is necessary. The most watchful will be 

likely to fail in doing this. The suhject of ventilation has received 

much attention of late, but it is probable tbat in very few, if in any, 

apartments in New Englu.nd, designed for the use of large assem

blies, has the problem of maintaining a suitable temperature and 

securing pure air been solved. In all new school-houses erected in 

Portland within the past ten years, endeavors have been made to 

secure proper ventilation, but as yet the end has not been attained, 

and upon our instructors falls the responsibility of so managing 

doors and windows as to remedy the evil. Any one familiar with 

the labor and care required for governing and teaching a large rmm

ber of scholars, will not be surprised that sometimes the room 

remains closely shut till its atmosphere is very foul, or the windows 

open till the temperature is reduced below the point of safety, in 

either of which cases the teachers and the children receive injury. 

This m::ttter is not mentioned because any instances of great harm 

have occurred this year, but because it is felt to be a suhject of 

great importance, which demands the constant care and effort of all 
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in charge of the schools. It has a peculiar and forcible application 
to some of our school-houses. The annual reports of former com
mittees have often directed the attention of the city government, and 
of the citizens to the buildings in whic~1 the High school for boys, 
the centre Grammar school, and Primary school numbers 1, 6 and 
13 are. kept. These ill-constructed and tumble-down edifices have 
been long ago condemned, but they are still daily filled with great 
numbers of boys and girls, who cannot but suffer, in greater or less 
degree, in consequence of the unfitness of these school-houses. We 
would renew the appeal of our predecessors for better accommoda
tions for the boys' High school. Constant complaints are made 
about the effect of that school-house upon the lads who go there. 
~~hey feel that they are not as well provided for as other schools. 
1~hey cannot respect their school, their teacher, nor themselves, in 
that place, as they wou1d in a cheerful, spacious and commodious 
apartment; and it is highly creditable to them that they maintain 
as high rank as they do, under so many discouraging circumstances. 

Primary school-houses No. 1, and No. 6, are a, disgrace to the 
city, :md ought not to he used another day for school purposes. 
~I1he residents of the districts in which they are situated am entitled 
to decent places for their children, and such they have not now. 
Primary No. 14, is little, if any, better off. The attention of the 
city government is earnestly invited to these places. No caution 
in expenditure can make the continued occupancy of such school
houses economical. The health and the Ii ves of tho teachers and 
scholars are wantonly endangered by keeping them in such rooms. 
The committee consider every doll:1r a pp lied to the repair and alter
ation of those buildings little better than wasted, and would urge 
the importance of at once providing new houses, either upon the 
present sites, or upon new lots, as in each case may be found expe
dient. 

The subject of physical training in the schools, and as a part of 
the regular exercises, has eng,1ged the thoughts of the committee. 
While they would not undervalue or disregard the importance of 
hodily culture, they have not been able to come to a decision of the 
question of providing for it in the public schools. The committee 
are unanimous in the opinion that all young persons should regu
larly and systematically pursue physical exercises, and that meas--

11 
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ures to ensure their so doing should be generally adopted. They 

have not yet agreed in the conclusion that it would be best for them 

to take any steps towards making the public schools the instruments 

for accomplishing this end. The portion of each day that children 

are in school is so short and so fully employed, the studies pursued 

demand so strict attention, and each seems so indispensable, and the 

opportunities in the out-of-school hours for cultivating the bodily 

powers are so abundant, that some of this board doubt the propriety 

of introducing calisthenic and gymnastic exercises into the public 

schools. They are confirmed in these views by the fact that com

plaints are now made that the children have too heavy tasks im

posed on them, and if any of the school hours should be devoted to 

new and additional duties, the result would be either the abandon· 

ment of some study, or more work out of school. Other members 

of the committee believe the benefits of physical culture in the 

schools, would more than compensate for all loss. 

If our citizens were willing and able to give their sons and daugh~ 

ters more time to acquire their education, many desirable things, 
now from necessity left undone, might be accomplished. As long 

as the public expect3 children to leave school at an early age, the 

welfare of the scholars and of the community forbids much deduc~ 

tion from the time now given to mental and moral instruction. 
Whatever may be the final decision of the committee on this sub~ 

ject, it will still be the duty of parents, to require of their children 

some attention to their physical discipline, during hours that the 

school-house is closed. 

In this connection the committee would protest against the notion 

that children often injure themselves by hard study. It is not de

nied that this sometimes happens, but every careful and intelligent 

observer knows, that in nearly every instance of alleged injury, from 

too close application to study, the cause of the evil is mistaken. Ind 

attention to exercise, diet, and regularity does the mischief, and the 

innocent books take the blame. During the years that are spent 

in school the young should consider their education to be their chief 

work, and should be taught to surrender cheerfully every inclina

tion interfering with their power to study diligently during the few 

hours daily set apart for that purpose. When this is done, we shall 

hear less about over-work at school. 
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The scholars have manifested generally a commendable regard to 

· 'regular and punctual attendance upon which their progress in, study 

largely depends. By a little care on the part of parents and guar

·dians, much improvement in these respects might still be made. In 
the schools of higher grade, the evil of tardiness, though not entirely 

removed, is greatly diminished. But too many children are often 

absent for insufficient causes. Parents may think they are res.pon

sible to' no one for the management of their children, and believe 

it is no ground of complaint if they see fit to consent to a scholar's 

·remaining out of school a day or half day in a week. This a great 

\~rror. The advancement of a whole class is often retarded by the 

frequent absence of some member. In every school the regular 

·t1asses fully occupy the time of the instructors. They have no op

,portunity to :attend to laggards, and if from any cause one falls 

behind his fellows, either the whole mttst be kept back till he can 

make up, or they go on at a rate he cannot equal, and he becomes 

a drag on them. If the consequences ·of irregularity fell alone on 

the individual it would be bad enough. In fact, all suffer from the 

failure of one. Due consideration on the part of parents would, we 

nre convinced, reduce to the lowest point attainable this obs.tacle to 

the advancement of the schools. Truancy is a decreasing ill. The 
efforts of Mr. H. G. Cole, truant officer, have been well directed 

and efficient. The services of such an officer cannot be wisely dis
,pensed with. 

For the winter and sriring months the rule of one session a day 
thas been esta,blished for the schools. that are attended by children 

from the whole city, excepting the Intermediate for boys. This is 
·but an experiment tried by the committee in deference to the ex

,pressed wish of the parents and guardians of the pupils of those 

-schools. -So far as the observation of the committee and the testi

mony of the teachers show, the tr4al lias been favorable. Yet the 

'Committee would not pronounce any conclusion as to the effect of 

this change on the schools, nor with regard to the expediency of 

making the regalation permanent without longer observation and 

•consnltation with the citizens wh6se home arrangements are affected 

by it. The petitions presented to the committee may not truly in

,dicate the wishes of parents, but are probably often the ,result of an 

indulgent dfaposition -.towards the ·desire -0f the children. Those who 
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have the guardianship of our scholars are earnestly requested to be· 

careful about putting their signature to any demands upon the 

school committee, without having maturely reflected upon the mat-· 

ter and become satisfied that what is asked would really be benefi

cial. It is unpleasant to refuse their request even when its policy 

is not approved. When to this is added a doubt whether there is 

any wish for compliance, the embarrassment is greater than any 

should be willing to impose on those laboring gratuitously for the 

common welfare. The desires of children can be no guide to the 

duty of the committee, while the well considered opinions of parents 

may greatly assist them in arriving at profitable results. 

The annual report of last year contained suggestions about sing

ing, and recommended the employment of some competent instruc

tor to give "lessons on the principles and practice of vocal music." 

Early in the present year a sub-committee of this board was ap

pointed to consider those suggestions and recommendations. After 

careful investigation, and inquiry of the results of the experiment 

in other cities, that committee reported in favor of engaging a 
teacher to give music lessons twice a week in the two High schools 7 

the Willis school, and the Grammar schools. The matter was further 

discussed in the whole committee, and the report and accompanying. 

plan adopted. Mr. Thurston, a gentleman well known to the citi

zens of Portland, and of acknowledged qualifications· for the work, 

was employed and entered upon his duty in November. Since that 
time he has given to the several schools named, two lessons a week, 

of half an hour each. The seholars during the attendance of Mr. 

Thurston are under the government of the regular teachers as much 

as at other school hours. All are required to engage in the exer

cises and listen to the instruction, and they are questioned as in 

other studies. It may not be in the power of every one to· sing, but 

all can learn the principles and rudiments of music, and keeping 

this in mind, the committee decided to excuse no scholar from at

tention to the music teacher. All are expected to make the trial 

of learning to sing., and whenever one is found, who, as the phrase 

is, "has no ear," he will be excused from further practice, but still 

be required to give heed to the lessons upon the science. This ex

ercise will, it is believed, be as useful, in disciplining the attention, 

strengthening the memory, and generally quickening the mental 
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fJOwers, as many other things habitually taught. It is a mistake 

to look upon school instruction as aiming wholly to impart knowl

,edge. The education of the young must proceed upon the idea of 

exercising, disoiplining, and controlling the intellect and the moral 

nature, or it will lose its most valuable objects. Already the good 

·effects of '.introducing musical exercises are exhibited. The weari

some round of tasks is relieved by the appearanee of the music mas

ter. -Children who ,had become restless and dull, brighten up under 

his care. 'Those who cannot join the singing, listen with interest, 

and answer questions promptly and accurately. It is an exercise 

reiieved from all sense of drudgery, and is a source of pleasure to 

the scholars. As the regular teachers find time, they allow their 

schools to practice the lessons given them by Mr. Thurston, and 

thus have aid in stimulating quickness in recitations. The commit

tee are satisfied that the result will show beyond doubt the value of 

·musical instruction in public schools. 

At the beginning of the last summer extensive inquiries were 

made of the most distinguished scientific men in the country, as to 

the importance of protecting the school-houses from injury by light

ning. Their answers were invariably such as to make it seem in
-excusable longer to leave the most exposed school-houses without 
the security attainable by the application of lightning rods. Ae

cording1y electrical conductors of an approved kind were put upon 

several of the buildings. The committee took es·pecial care to have 

them arranged in the best manner for protection, and made secure 

against being by common accident put out of order. Yet it si10uld 

lbe remembered by those who hereafter may have care of the schools, 

that the best lightning rods are liable to get out of repair, and no 

-confidence ·in t.he faithful and skilful manner of their erection can 

excuse the omission to inspect carefully their condition and to re

pair damages every spring. 

There is evidently a serious error in the popular impression of 

the character and aims of the High school for boys. The charge is 

sometimes brought that this school, maintained at considerable ex

pense, is of no use to the majority of the citizens-that the sons of 

poor men, destined for mechanical or mercantile pursuits, find here 

no provision for instruction suited to their wants-that the whole 

time and energies of the master and assistants are given to a small 
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number pursuing classical studies and fitting for college, -that Latin 

and Greek classes are the pets of the school, while those who desire 

to acquire a knowledge of the higher English branches are neg

lected. This complaint is repeated in many forms, and is believed 

. to be honestly made. If it had any foundatjon in fact, the commit

tee would deserve the censure implied in it, and could only correct 

the evil. But the simple truth is, all such accusations are the result 

of entire misa.pprehension and ignorance. The High school for boys, 

since its establishment, has held the double character of an Eng

lish and a classical High school. The two have at all times been 

kept equally in view, neither receiving any preference from teach

ers or committee. Scholars pursuing the English course, have al

most always out-numbered those attending to classical studies. 

Whether in this city it would be wise to maintain the present plan, 

or to have distinct schools for these two classes of scholars; is not 

now the question. We only seek to set the public understanding 

right as to the facts.. Until quite recently, there has never been 
any methodical course prescribed for this school, and the boys fit
ting themselves for business were pu,t in such classes as convenience 

designated, while the requirements for admission to college of neces
sity established to some extent, a line of training for aH who intended 

to go to college. A year or two ago, an order of study for both 

departments of the school was with great care arranged and estab

lished, and everything was regulated as fully as in any university 

in the land. Text-books may be chaDged as may be found expedi

ent for keeping pace with the progress of science and improvements 

in the art of teaching. But the studies themselves are fixed, and) 

the time to be given to each is ordained. Any parent can ascer

tain on inquiry of the principal of the school, exactly how long his. 

son wiH be obliged to remain at school to go over a. particular course· 

of study, or what to. study in order to, be admitted to a particular 

.class. In many of the exercises the departments a.re for obvious 

reasons united, but in no respect does one department have any ad

vantage over the other. The benefits resulting from these regula
tions are already manifested in the better order of the school, the 

reduction of the number of classes, and the direction of efforts to. 

definite ends. It. is sometimes said that to complete the course, 

boys would be compelled to continu.e at school beyond the age when. 
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they must go to trades and into stores. If this be true, with the 

committee question, it only proves that they have provided for the 
youth of the city opportunities for a more thorough and extended 

education than the majority can find time to acquire, and can occa

sion no man any reasonable dissatisfaction. Perhaps the best answer 

to all such objections is the simple statement that a large number 

remain in the school long enough to go over all the prescribed stud

ies. At any rate, there jg nothing in the regulations to prevent lads 

from entering the High school at the earliest age they are found 

qualified. 

It is yet impossible to dispense wholly with punishment in schools, 

but the cases requiring it, are, we are glad to say, comparatively 

few. The nature of the penalty to be imposed in any case must 

be determined by the teacher upon consideration of the offence, and 

the a.ge, habits, and character of the offender. Unthinking persons 

sometimes murmur that the same course is not followed with all 

scholars who violate rules. If this were the case, punishments 

would be more unequal than in any other way. A word of rebuke 

is felt by some more keenly than a severe flogging would be by 

others. The object of all punishments authorized by the committee 

is to secure obedience to rules and performance of duty, and every
thing vindictive is prohibited. No case of excessive or improper 

punishment during the past year has been brought to their knowl

edge. 
The examinations, had a few weeks ago, afforded gratifying evi

dence of careful and well directed effort on the part of the teachers, 
and that the scholars had been diligent and obedient. At the pres

ent time the schools are in as good a condition as ever they were. 

Observations fror..1 year to year discover fluctuation in the degree of 

proficiency in the several studies pursued. At this time, reading 

seems to have taken the lowest rank. There never has been any 

uniform method of instruction in reading in the schools of this city. 

The art of reading is difficult to acquire, and although about the first 

thing to which the efforts of pupils are directed, and practiced as 

long as they continue at school, those who become good readers are 

fewer than those who attain to excellence in any other study. The 

time that can be given to its cultivati:::n, being limited by the claims , 

of other things, ia too small for the accomplishment of all that might 



168 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

be possible. And the committee recommend parents to encourage 
in their children the habit of reading aloud in the family. By so 
doing, they can apply the precepts given in school, and will be more 
likely to become good readers. 

For forty nights in the winter months, an evening school was 
kept for adult males and boys unable to attend the day schools. It 
was under the charge of a principal and fourteen assistants. The 
average attendance was 94. The deportment of the scholars was 
generally correct, and their progress in study as good as in previous 
years. The committee trust that the profit of this school will equal 
its cost. 

The schools on the islands have been maintained as usual for a 
summer and winter term of four months each, and have in a meas
ure realized the hopes for their success. The citizens living on the 
islands feel the want of school privileges, and many of them co-op
erate with the committee in the endeavor to improve the scholarr;;hip 
of their children. But the irregular attendance occasioned by the 
difficulty of getting to the school-house in the winter, and the value 
of the services of the larger boys and girls in summer, seriously 
interfere with their success. 

For the committee .. 

PRINCETON. 

The schools of this town have been in better condition during the 
past year than in any other during our term of office. The teach
ers, with one exception, have had more or less experience in the 

business, and, therefore, were far better qualified to instruct and 
mold the minds of the young than those who have not taught be
fore. 

There are many reasons why the youth of our public schools do 
not make greater improvement. Parents in many instances are not 
particular to send their children to school w.ith any degree of regu
larity. If children cannot be sent to school more than two or three 
days out of the week, they may about as well be kept at home all 
the time. 

Any parent or guardian who has a proper regard for those com
mitted to his care, will make every effort to secure their regularity 
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:and punctuality, without which very little improvement can reason

ably be expected. 

Another great hindrance to the progress of our schools, is the 

want of proper text-books. It is not to be expected that the me

chanic will perform a piece of work without tools, neither should it 

be expected of the child to improve without books. 

Parents should use all their influence to assist the teacher in sus

taining order and suitable regulations in the school-room, by their 

frequent visits there, and by good advice to the children. Without 

the co-operation of parents, teachers even of the best qualifications 

can do but little in promoting the desired advancement. Should 

any difficulty arise between teacher and children, parents should be 

very careful to examine both sides of the question before expressing 

their opinion plainly in their presence. 

School agents should be very particular to secure the best teach

ers even if they are obliged to pa,y high wages for them. Fifty 

cents per week on the wages of a female teacher, or two or three 

dollars per month on the wages of a male teacher is almost nothing, 

compared with not having a good school. Agents have for the most 

part neglected to give notice to the committee of the commencement 

of the school in their district and how long it is expected to continue. 

J AS .. SPENCER, { c •tt 
A IT W -ornmt ee. 

. :i. OODCOCK, , 

PROSPECT. 

Our schools on the whole have been excellent; yet many of our 

teachers, long before their schools are done, give evidence of not 

being equal to their duty. We need 'men and women for teachers, 

who are stronger both mentally and physically; but how or where 

to get them is a serious question. All that can be done is to get 

the best you can and then give them all the assistance in your power. 

The selection of teachers is the most important duty connected with 

our schools. The duties of one officer should be as distinct from 

those of another as possible, but in the selection of teachers, the 

duties of school agents and school committees are so closely con

nected, that it would be of great advantage for them to have an 
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understanding with each other. They should act as a joint com
mittee. 

'' Harmonious voices produce harmonious feelings," for this rea
son, if no other, I think some attention should be paid to vocal 
music in our public schools. I have recommended it to most of our 
teachers and in some schools have heard interesting exercises in it. 
It has a powerful effect to promote good order and good feeling. It 
also makes the school attractive, the scholars will attend more punc
tually, and all the lessons will be learned more readily. We read 
that David took his harp and played with his hands when he would 
cause the evil spirit to depart from Saul. So good music may drive 
the unhappy spirits from the school-room. Music and pure air are 
the best exorcists for the school-room. It will diffuse a spirit of 
cheerfulness and make pleasant that which otherwise might be mo
notonous and dull. It strengthens and gives command to the voice. 
Let it be encouraged until good singing may be heard in all our 
schools. 

The agent is an important school officer; he is in a position to do 
more for the interest and benefit of the scholar than any one else; 
he more than any one else decides as to the character of the teacher 
whether good or good for nothing. He determines how the dis
trict's money shall be expended, whether wisely or wastefully. No 
one should be chosen agent unless he is acquainted with the affairs 
of the school, and is really interested in having the very best school 
possible. And he who consents to serve in this capacity, should 
conscientiously resolve to do all in his power to advance tlie char
acter of the school under fos immediate trust. He should hire none 
but the best teachers, regardless of party, sect, clique or r'3latives. 

He should not take up with the first one he meets, nor wait for 
one to apply; but he should search diligently if need be, until he 
finds a competent teacher, and one that will be generally accepta
ble to the parents of the district. He should not inquire for a cheap 
teacher,-a cheap teacher is likely to be cheap in every sense of 
the word; but he should seek for a good teacher; and when he has 
secured such a one, he should remember that he will need a con
venient and well warmed house, in order to succeed well with bis 
sch~ol. He should not fail to see that the house is in readiness for 
use, that the windows are whole, and so arranged that they may be 
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lowered at the top, for the proper ventilation of the house, -that 

there are blinds or curtains for the comfort of the scholars,-that 

there are places for the scholars to hang up their clothes, and that 

the water pail and broom are not wanting. 

Perhaps these things may be considered trifles, but we are told 

that "trifles make- up the sum of human things," and no agent•who, 

understands the necessities of a school, will consider them too tri

fling for his attention. He should also visit the school often, to see· 

if the wants of the teacher and pupils are well &upplied, and to in

quire if there is anything more he can do for their welfare and com

fort. 

I will now call your attention to two great evils prevalent in our 

schools. 

One is the cutting, marking and defacing propensity which has 

made some of our school-houses wholly unsuitable to be occupied as 

places of instruction for children. What connection exists between 

these obscene decorations of. our school-houses and the foul coover

sation so often heard among our young men, I leave you to deter

mine, as well as to apply the cure. 

Another great evil is the use of tobacco, which I fear is increas

ing. If it is to become general, schools for boys may as well be 
discontinued, for a boy may as well try to swim with a millstone 
hung to his neck, as to learn anything from books with a quid of to

bacco in his mouth. Until you banish the " weed" you will al ways 

find a row of dunces at the foot of your classes, that no book can 

interest and no teacher can stimulate to study. 

S. LITTLEFIELD, Supervisor. 

READFIELD. 

In concluding this report, I wish to express my hearty thanks to 

the friends in the several districts, who have done so much to make 

1ny duties pleasant, by the interest and sympathy manifested and 

the repeated acts of kindness shown me. 

I will not neglect to make especial reference to the liberality of 

the citizens in district No. 5. During the past season they have, 

at an expense of more than $1800, erected and :6.nished one o.f the 
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most substantial, convenient and desirable school-houses in the 
county. A. Gile, Esq., the contractor, has laid the district under 
fasting obligations to him for his generosity in cheerfully expending 
on the house more than $500 from his own funds. I trust the lib
-erality manifested here will not be without its influence in other 
par1s of the town; especially in districts numbered 4, 8 and 12, 
where new houses should be erected, or the present ones remode'led 
and thoroughly repaired. 

In institating a comparison between the present and past years, 

there is good evidence of improvement in our schools. Such should 
be the case from year to year. In order, however, that this may 
'be realized, there should be a ·hearty co-operation of all the other 
friends of education in the town with the committee or supervisor. 
Especially should agents be careful lest the influence of friends in 
favor of candidates who are really incompetent should succeed in 
introducing teachers, upon whom the time and money of the schools 
are worse than thrown away. 

This is an age of progress, of steam and electricity, of political 
excitement and secession, of planning and executing. May our 
·school interests not be overlooked in the whirl of excitement and 
the pressure of other cares and duties. May we all, fellow -citizens, 
properly appreciate the importance of our schools and do our full 
duty t0 the children and youth of the town, by making liberal ap
propriations for school purposes and securing the benefit of a good 
,education to all our inhabitants. Our town holds a commanding 
rank among the towns of the State in agriculture, fruit and stock
growing May she not fall below others, but take even a more ele
vated position in her devotion to the cause of popular education. 

GEO. C. CRAWFORD, Supervisor. 

RICHMOND. 

In taking a review of the schools the past year, your supervisor 
is inclined to believe that they have fully sustained themselves as 
to progress and usefulness, in comparison with former years. I have 
not been called in to quell any disturbance or expel any disorderly 
scholar from school; nor has anything reached my ears detrimental 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 173 

to the peace and prosperity of your schools. Teachers have gener
ally been experienced and well adapted to their duties; scholars have 
been more orderly and respectful than usual, and parents too, have 
nobly come up to the work in carrying out sume recommendation& 
contained in my last year's report. 

Your village schools have been under the care of good and com
petent teachers, those who have taken an interest and bbored to. 

make study an agrec::tble task instead of an irksome one. Parents 
have not listened so often to their children's complaints, or if they 
have, have preferred to keep silent and let the teacher govern them 
while at sdwol. This is commendable and speaks well for any com
munity. 

A good warm school-house: well ventilated, is very desimble, if 
not ::1bsolutely necessa.ry for the comfort and convenience of the 
scholars. 

Gornl and convenient school-houses are not to be found,-but 
rather pens-places where mc1ny a farmer would not let even his 

dumb animals stay these cold winters. Then is it not high time 
that you should do something in this matter, and atone for your 
past neglect by erecting n£w buildings, such as will be an honor to 
you and to the town'? I think every sensible man who wishes to 

see his children properly educated, ·will coincide with me in this 

conclusion. 
And now, fellow citizens, before closing my remarks, I would 

urge upon you the necessity of upholding and prote0ting your pub
lic schools to the utmost of your ability. Let no dissensions ever 
creep in to impair your interest, or destroy your influence in the 
cause of education. Select good men for agents, those who will 
look out well for the prosperity and improyement of your schools. 
Having served you either as one of your committee or supervisor 
for the past five years, I cannot retire from office without again ex
pressing my thanks to you for the honor which you have conferred 
upon me from time to time, and for many other acts of kindness 

shown me. An interest in education I shall ever che:rish; whether 
in or out of office it will be my aim to assist in any way that will be 
most advantageous in promoti~g the interests of our Common schools. 

D. W. 0. CHAMBERLAIN, Superv·iso-r. 
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ROCKLAND. 
The laws of the State require the superintending school commit" 

tees of the several towns to make an annual report of the condition 

of the schools under their s11pervision, the proficiency of the pupils 

and the success attending the modes of instruction and government 

of the teachers. As it is the object of the report of the committee 

to give the people information relative to the points above enumer

ated, it is of course expected that it shall be a truthful representa

tion of the condition and proficiency of the schools. With this view 

we shall endeavor, in our remarks upon the several schools, to state 

all that the interests of education in our city demand should be made 

public. We conceive it to be our duty to speak in concise terms, 

and not endeavor to avoid censure by ambiguous language. Indis· 

<;riminate praise fosters indolence and inefficiency and destroys the 

usefulness of a report. 
The High school has suffered much of late, from a frequent 

-change of principal. Five different teachers have had charge of it 
within the last three years. Changes have been so often made; that 

there is but little system or method in its management. One term 

of twelve weeks is barely sufficient for a competent teacher to reduce 

such a school, with so great a variety of recitations, to anything like 
regularity or system. Every new teacher, bringing to the school 

n. method of instruction and government differjng, necessarily, from 

that of his predecessor, and being entirely unacquainted with the 
different stages of progress of the several classes, is obliged to or
ganize and arrange the school anew, and thus a large portion ot' 

nearly every term is consumed in attempting to produce order out 

of the confusion of twenty-fl ve different classes, the proper place 

of no individual being known to tke teacher. 

Teachers for the High school should not be engaged as are teach

ers for a country district school for a single term. They should be 

employed by the year, and great care should be exercised in their 

selection. Professional teachers should be procured, such as mako 

teaching their whole occupation and study, and not such as will 
engage only for a single term, and teach only for the money to 

expend in fitting them'selves for another calling. 

The High school-house question was so thoroughly discussed last 
summer that any recommendation may by us be unnecessary. We 
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think, howver, that a subject of so much importance should not be 
overlooked in this report. Since repairing the Grammar school
rooms, the High school-room is the poorest in the district, with a 
single exception, that on Portland street. Its only furniture is a 

rickety table and an old chair or two. Its only apparatus, a black
board and a piece of chalk. It is only distinguished from other 
school-houses in the district by its name. Every High school in 
New England, worthy the name, has some or alt of the following, 
which are considered indispensable to correctness in many branches 
of study that should be pursued therein, viz. : 

Mathematical blocks, scale and dividers; apparatus for illustra~ 
tions in natural philosophy; apparatus for illustrations in chemis~ 
try; astronomical charts; celestial globe; geological charts; ter~ 

restrial globe. 
None of these were ever in our High school, nor is there any 

place there to keep them. Astronomy, chemistry, botany and ge
ometry, common High school studies, most interesting and enno~ 
bling sciences, are not studied here, nor can they he, with advantage. 
1'.here is but one small ante-room, which is made to serve the pur .. 
pose of a recitation-room, a wardrobe for the promiscuous deposit 
of coats, shawls, hats and bonnets, and a general depository for kin .. 
dling-wood: coal hods, brooms, broken chairs, etc. Whether such 

accommodations are in keeping with the city's thrift and intellid 
gepce, let the people judge. 

School visiting.-No one thing tends more to excite a healthy 
emulation, and love of study among scho1ars, than visits to the scho_ol 
by parents and friends. A single visit by a dozen parents 1luring a 
term to each school, would be attended with the most beneficial re .. 
sults to the scholars, furnish a powerful incentive to the teachers, 
and enab1e the people to judge correctly of the school-room a.ccom., 
modations We respectfully but earnestly recommend the practice 
of school visiting. 

Parental influence.-The co-operation of parents and guardians 
with the committee and teachers is indispensable to make our schools 
what they should be. While this is the general rule, throughout 
the city, yet there are too many exceptions. In some portions of 
the city we have noticed with regret, that children's representations 
of the teacher's tyrany and incapacity have been fully believed, en· 
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dorsed; and encouraged by parents, without inquiry as to the foun
dation. Children's complaints are not always reliable, especially 
when they themselves are the aggrieved party. Parents should dis
countenance such fault-finding, for, their children's good if for no 
other motive. They should be taught to obey until a proper inves
tigation shows the teacher at fault. If parents suffer their children 

to leave school because they cannot do as they choose, ( as was the 
case in one of the suburban distriets;) they will not only destroy the 
usefulness of their schools, but may, by fostering a spirit of insub
ordination, ruin their children. 

]Jfore sclwoling needed.-Our schools suffered much last year 
from the great length of the vacation from summer to winter term, 
being about five months. Two terms, of twelve weeks each, ~re too 
littb schooling for the children of a community like this, and un
less more money than was raised last year, be raised for sup
port of schools, they must retrograde. In 1859, Rockland ranked 
eleven in the scale of liberality to public schools: for the whole 
State; in 1860 she fell to eighty-nine! And the standing of her 
schools will fall in an equal degree, if such action is not promptly 
taken as will insure more schooling and improved facilities. Three 
terms of eleven weeks each, is, undoubtedly, the most profitable di
vision of the school year, for the graded district. In an active, 
money-making community like ours, with a large class of shifting 
population, it is not to be supposed that interest in the public schools 
will be so deep and universal as in our country towns. This lack 
of interest makes backward schools, and must be compensated by 

larger appropriations, good teachers, and improved accommodations. 
Only by such means can we expect to compete with rural towns, 
with less schooling and more zeal. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, we earnestly recommend a careful con
sideration of the importance of our public schools. The Primary 
school, the nursery of tho mincL body, :rnd morals of your children, 
where are molded the men and women of the future; the High 
school, where is completed the school education of many of your 
sons and daughters, where they are fitted for society and the higher 
associations of life, demand your first and most careful attention. 
Has your child a comfortable and uncrowded seat? Is he not pois
oned by noxious exhalations: which, having no means of escape, are 
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'breathed over and over by the pupils? Has he chance to play in 
the sunshine and pure air, when released from study'! Has he an 
3fficient teacher 1 Are there not too many scholars under the tead1-

• Jt·'s charge, to make the school profit:1ble, and are they properly 
graded? If too many and if not properly graded, can the evil be 
remedied, with the present accommodations? If you cannot obtain 
satisfactory information from this report, and the tables subjoined, 
relative to all these inquiries, a few visits to the schools in your sev
eral localities will enable you to judge correctly. 

H. PAINE, ) C1 .Ci c 'tt 
O G H ( /..:}, J.:J, omrni ee. 

. x. ALL, J • 

SACO. 

, The Common school has long been regarded as one of the cardi
Dal facts in New England civilization. Second only to the family 
and the church in important influence, it shares largely in their 
simplicity of character, and efficiency of operation, as New England 
:nstitutions. 

But while none perhaps may fail to join in this wish, it is as no
torious as it is sad, that no part of our social economy, in propor
tion to the expenditure of time and money, and the magnitude of 
the interests involved, receives so little attention from the public, 
a.nd excites so little interest outside the annual meeting of the 
town, as does this. 

If a jail is to be built, its progress from step to step is watched by 
multitudes, and few are ignorant of its progress, its arrangements, 
and its fitness for the public wants. If a bridge is to be constructed, · 
spectators are numerous to witness its daily advancement, and to 
comment upon its strength, permanency, and adaptedness. If the 
highways are to be repaired, there is no want of jnterest in those 
whose estates are to be affected by the change involved. 

But on this department,-a department between which, and every 
family circle, there are so many points of interesting contact; a de
partment from which, influences go forth vitally affecting every part 
of the social fabric, and to which this wisely considerate community 
appropriates the munificent sum of $7000 to $8000 each succes-

12 
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sive year; on this important department, scarce a notice is bestowei 
by our citizens, beyond the reading of the report of superintend

ence, the vote for needed funds, and the election of those who are 

to serve the public for the current ,.ear. 
I respectfully submit whether so quiescent a state of the public 

feeling, does not argue a degree of confidence in r:ublic functiona

ries, or of apathy in their administration, that is quite inconsistent 

with the interests involved. 
In order to the existence of such a degree of interest as the im

portance of the subject demands, a much larger knowledge of the 

facts is needed, than can be obtained in the summary view of our 
public schools presented in the annual report. Such knowledge 
must be sought elsewhere, and there is no source whence it can be 
obtained so readily, and be so reliable, as from the schools them

selves. By extending your knowledge of these facts, the prospect 

of educational advancement is greatly increased. The persons best 
acquainted with the progressive details, will be best fitted to demand 
a higher standard of excellence. And here, as in other parts of our 
social economy, demand will challenge supply and the latter will 
keep pace with the former. 

Let it not, therefore, be deemed superfluous, or impertinent, that 
I again invite attention to the very important influence which will 
be exerted on all our schools by visits from parents and friends, dur
ing, and at the close of the school terms. And I cannot but hope 
that the few efforts made the past year in this direction, will not 
only be repeated in the future, but become much more frequent. 

It only remains to add a few concluding remarks. 

First. In regard to the relation of our schools to the commu

nity. They are too detached, and widely separated as objects of 

sympathy. Parents and guardians are too content with having 
committed these fundamentally important institutions to a dozen· 

school agents and a supervisor for the year. This isolated position 

is ruinous to some of the finer feelings of our nature, in both the 
pupils, and the families whence they come. To whatever extent 
these feelings may have existed in parent and child at home, they 
will gradually dwindle and die when separation takes place. To 
prevent so sad a result, there must be a lively interest in, and sym

pathy with, the employments of the school-room, either through the 
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:respective school officers and teachers, or by the frequent visits of 

:the parents and guardians to the schools; or, by both, which will 

'be better still. . 
Second. We would suggest the importance of more frequent, 

familiar intercourse, concert, and consultation between the respec

tive agents in the several districts and the supervisor. There is 

much which nearly or more remotely affects the welfare of a 

school, and which can be known by the supervisor only through the 

agent of the district; and some things can be made known to the 

district agent by the supervisor which it is neither expedient nor 

proper to put into the annual report, or to say to others. 

Third. It is hoped that our respected fellow citizens in districts 

Nos. 6 and 9, will bestir themselves the current year in regard to 

their school-houses. We think they cannot have sufficiently real

ized how wisely economical it would be, to put their respective 

schools into a neat, commodious, tasteful building. We feel per~ 

suaded that they have not seriously considered what a paralyzing 

effect is produced upon both pupil and teacher, by being obliged to 

prosecute their duties in places so far beneath the standard of civ

ilization. Precisely the same impulse will be given to pupil and 

teacher, in a commodious and pleasant school-room, that is imparted 

to the housewife on finding herself in a newly built, or newly painted 
and papered dwelling. It will awaken every energy. If these dis

tricts will only try it, they will certainly find that the same amount 

of school money now expended, will secure for their children and 
youth very much largee- educational results, and an improved tone 

of moral feeling. 
In approaching the close of our report, we cannot forbear to notice 

our continued grounds for thankfulness to the God of all goodness, 

for the favor which has attended our schools another year. These 

are found in their perpetuity, the results achieved, the preservation 

of the lives, and with a very few exceptions, the health, of the thirty 

or forty different teachers employed within the year. 

If imperfections discover themselves to you, either in our report, 

or in the performance of our duties as supervisor, we ought not to 

complain. We have seen them ourselves, and your judgment of 

them, will not be more severe than our own. 
JOSIAH KEELY: Supervisor. 
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SEDGWICK. 

In the ·special reports of the several schools, we have been guided 
solely by our observations in the school-room; and whatever cre
dence we might be disposed to yield to the statements often made to 
us in other places, and sornotimes long after the school-has closed, 
and all means of verifying them gone, it would be obviously unjust 
to allow them any influence in this report. 

We have not thought it expedient to institute any compzirison of 
the actual attainments of the several schools,. but have confined our . 
remarks strictly to the improvement made in each, taking into con
sideration, the length of the school, the description of scholars at
tending it, and such other things as affect the general results, and 
the succe~s of the teachers in tqe circumstances with which .they 
have been surrounded. 

We must beg leave to again revert to a topic often discussed in 
former reports; namely, the necessity of providing more comfortable 
and commodious school-h0r1ses. It would seem that the dilapidated 
condition of many of these should plead more loudly for reform than 
any items which we can urge. We are obliged to report to the State 

only two houses "convenient and in good repair;" and if we can
not say with the old prophet; "the good are very good:'' most cer
tainly the bad are very bad. We hope the time is not far distant, 
when these old,. worn out, uncomfortable prisons will give place to 
structures better adapted, in size and construction, to the comfort of 
the occupants and the purposes for :which they are designed. 

It must be evident to all, that parents•are equally responsible 
with the teacher, and far more interested in the general good beha
vior of their children while at school. Now, it is the opinion of 
all who are conversant with the subject, that the greater part of the 
trouble and ill feeling arising in schools, has its origin outside the 
school-room, in the petty jealousies and feuds existing in the dis
trict, or the prejudices, whether just or otherwise, entertained 
against the teacher. All such things, if suffered to appear, cannot 
fail to impair the usefulness of the school, doing no one the least 
good, but injuring the whole district. Self-interest, if no higher 
motive, should lead parents to co-operate with the teacher for thft 
good of the school, by every means in their power, and to this end, 
to require of their children to- obey the rules and regulations of the· 
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school, and to yield them no symp3,thy or approval in any other 
course. 

Agents should not fail to make the return of scholars required 

by law, in the month of April, as the same must be returned to the 
State the first of May, as a basis for the distribution of the school 

money, or pain of forfeiting our proportion. 

R. S. CoLE, ( Committee. 
D. MASON ALLEN, ~ 

SMITHFIELD. 

We have in no school year, to my knowledge, had more good 

schools than in the past year. But there is still room for more im
provement, let agents be still more careful in selecting teachers. 
Book knowledge is not the only qualification of a good teacher. 

The laws of our State require of all -teachers "to use their best 

endeavors to impress on the minds of youth committeed to their 

care, the principles of morality, justice, a sacred regard for truth, 

love of country, frugality, chastity, moderation and temperance, 

and all other virtues which are ornaments of human society; and 
to lea:d those under their care into a particular understanding of the 

tendency of such virtues to preserve and perfect a republican con

stitution: and secure the blessings of liberty, and promote their fu
ture happiness; and the tendency of the opposite vices to slavery, 
degradation and ruin." We place our children under the care of a 
teacher, who is to mold the character of our children, in a greater 

or less degree, and to it1.still principles into their minds which can 

never be removed. Hence we see the importance of our teachers 

being persons of exemplary life and character. 
D. J. HAYNES, Supervisor. 

SOLON. 

Your committee are much indebted for the good order, peace, 

and suvcess which have so generally prevailed in our school during 

this year, to your school agents for their care and efforts in procur-
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ing competent teachers for their districts, thus cheering our hearts 

and essentially lightening our burdens. But, while they have so 

honorably and successfully acquitted themselves in this important 

item of duty, we have reason to fear that they have not been so par

ticular in regard to another; we allude to the care of their school

houses. 
The school-house is public property, committed to the care of the 

school agent, for the time being, to be cared for as his own. Any 

injury done to it, in term time or vacation, by a scholar or any other 

person, should be strictly inquired into, and all damages caused to 

be m~de good as the law provides. A few examples of legal pro

cess, we think, would essentially prevent this kind of wholesale 
destruction, and thus save quite a sum now annually expended for 

repairs. But we are bound to say that, from careful observation, 

it is our opinion that the great portion of damage done to our school

houses is done by interlopers during the vacations, and but a small 

proportion by the scholars in term time. 
No year since our acquaintance with your schools has nearly 

equaled this in the literary attainments of your scholars. No school 

year has closed leaving your younger s~bolars so admirably ad
vanced in primary reading, grammar and mental arithmetic, as this. 
This class of scholars, both in the summer and winter schools, have 
shown themselves deeply interested in their lessons, and the result 
has been a most gratifying and commendable improvement. In al
most every instance where there has been a failure, it has been 

owing to sickness or other causes of detention from school beyond 

the scholar's control. In fact, the general good conduct and rapid 

advancement in the learning of this class of your scholars have ren

aercd the school visits of your committee pleasant and delightful. 

Of the older and more advanced scholars, except here and there 

one who never attended school, and it is feared never will attend 

but for purposes of mischief and idleness, we have the pleasure to 
speak in like terms of commendation. Progress in learning seems 

to have been their watchword, and they appear to have adhered to 

it to the end. In all our schools, with the before-named excep

tions, this class of scholars have made good improvement in all their 

studies; but the improvement in reading, spelling, grammar and 

arithmetic, is really most gratifying, and it is with great pleasure 
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faat we have to sa,y that the general deportment corresponds with 
their literary attainments. 

Our teache~s generally are evidently becoming better qualified 
for the discharge of their duties. They have not been faultless this 
year, but nearer so, we think, than we have ever had before. 

In the exercise of that charity which suffereth long and is kind, 

we pass over those faults more noticeable, and close our report. 
G. W. FARGO, Supervisor. 

SOUTH BERWICK. 

Unlike my predecessors, I can plead neither diffidence nor reluc

tance on entering upon the office of supervisor of our public schools. 

While the responsibility of directing and controlling, to a certain 
degree, the moral and intellectual education of so many of our 

youth, rose mountain high, I sought the position. I sought it, be

cause I saw its evils in the practical operation of our school system, 
hitherto untouched, which I believed I could remove ; and to the 
:removal of which I nave applied myself to the best of my ability
-with what actual success, the present and the future conditions of 
the schools shall testify. 

In one district some parents were opposed to the employment of 
:a. resident teacher,-and this dissatisfaction, too publicly expressed, 
wrought its legitimate effects upon the children in the form of irreg
ularity of attendance, and a disregard of school-room regulations: 

either of which is hostile to improvement. And here we would sug
gest that it is not wise to employ teachers in districts where they 

have, themselves, been scholars. This, like all general rules, has its 

exceptions; but so generally has this opinion obtained, that in Rhode 

Island it is a State law. Our observation convinces us that it is 

founded in wisdom. 
There can be no greater error, than that which is prevalent in all 

communities, that "any one can teach small children." It is only 

a living genius, enriched by the experience of years, that can invent 

methods of instruction, and modes of amusement that shall effectu
ally enlist the childish attention, and remove the monotony and soul

crushing irksomeness of the daily routine of school-room exercises. 
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If those who have withdrawn their sympathies and support fron: 

the public school, because it is not all they could desire,-would 
return the talent they have abstracted, (and from the want of which 
the school suffers,) and would exercise a laudable zeal in securing 

competent teachers, and in frequent personal visits to the school

room, a first class school might be supported, mainly, from the pub
lic provision, in which their sons and daughters might receive a 
better mental training than in most private institutions. 

In view of these facts which have been stated, your supervisor 
does not hesitate to say that our public schools are in a prmiperous 

condition. There have been no cases of insubordination to inter
rupt the peaceable pursuit of knowledge in any school; though in 
in a few there has been a laxity in the government which is to be 

deprecated. The reason is obvious. The difficulty arises from the 

means employed in attaining the end. Too much reliance is placed 

upon mere physical force. The strong arm of physical power may 
bend the will, but the words of kindness and love alone can subdue 
it. 

The burden of maintaining government is to impress upon the 
subject the necessity of doing right because it is right, manly, 
honorable; and of ignoring wrong because it is wrong, mean, con
temptible ; and, until such rules of moral action be inculcated, and 
principles of unyielding integrity and truthfulness be brought home 
to the heart of the pupil, all correction will be surface work. This 
has been carefully urged upon the attention of teachers before en
tering upon their work. 

Another evil is the discrepancy in the modes of instruction. 
Educated as our teachers are, in different schools under different 

systems, or, no system at all, each has a way of his own, and that 
so widely different from his predecessor, that half the time is lost in 
introducing teacher to pupils. This I have endeavored to remedy 
by recommending a uniform mode of instruction in all branches ; 
and I intend, whether in public or private capacity, to help this on 
by the encouragement of" teachers' association" in our village. 

But agents can aid very materially in this work by employing 
the same teachers for a series of years. If you have a poor one: 
recommend the itinerant system to him ! But engage, for another 

year, those who do well. If a man is fit to teach your school one 
year, he will be far more profitable the second. 
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One fact peculiarly gratifying in this connection, is, that of twenty 
successful teachers, twelve were of your own children, educated in 
your own schools ! 

If parents would take occasion more frequently to visit the school, 
much good would result. 

Time-serving teachers, aware that their work was to pass the daily 
ordeal of parental scrutiny, would feel constrained to labor for their 
reputation's sake, and those who are worthy, would be stimulated 
and encouraged to greater efforts, by the evident appreciation of 
what they had done. 

To reduce our schools to that uniform system, and to elevate 
them to that high degree of excellence . at which we aim, can be ef
fected, not by the individual efforts of the supervisor alone, but by 
the willing and zea~ous co-operation of parents, teachers and pupils. 
The most .efficient action of no one or two of these agencies can con~ 
summate the work. Let us, therefore, not complain of poor schools1 

nor of each other, while we are remiss in our own duty. 
S. W. CHADBOURNE, Supervisor. 

STANDISH. 

The usefulness and efficiency of a school are commensurate with, 
and dependent upon, the performance of the duties and obligations 
of those most directly interested in it, viz. : the teacher, the schol
ars, and the parents. That it may fulfil the end for which it was 
eBtablished, that it may be prosperous and successful, each agency 
must perform its appropriate work, and any neglect of duty on the 
part of either, must necessarily tend to thwart the desirable result. 

The teacher, to instruct with good success, must have a thorough 
and exact knowledge of those branches which he is required to teach, 
and the ability to use his knowledge to suit the capacities of his 
pupils. He should take nothing for granted, but should critically 
examine to ascertain whether his pupils have a clear and correct 
understanding of the principles of each branch of study. He should 
encourage a systematic course of study, and to a proper extent throw 
the pupil upon his own resources. He should be gentlemanly and 
courteous, that he may predispose his scholars to friendship and re-
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spect,-vivacious and energetic, that he may incite to active duty 
and firm determination-and decided, that he may govern well. 

There have been in your employ tho past year, many teaqhers who 
have possessed the above qualifications, and the final examination 
of their schools showed the good results of their labors. But you 

should not be unacquainted with the fact, that some of your schools 
have not received that analytical and systematic instruction which 

hey much need and to which they were entitled. Would you im

prove the condition of many schools, you must procure better teach
ers. 

Intimately connected with the labors of the teacher are duties 

which must be performed by parents. Within the family circle, 
from infacy to Itanhood, the mind of the child is receiving impres

sions which shape his character and govern his actions; it is there 
he should be aught to be virtuous, dutiful and obedient, there, that 

he should learn the importance of habits of regularity and punctu

ality. With these principles instilled into the mind of the child, 

there can be but little doubt that he will be a studious, orderly and 
respectful scholar; that he will be found in school at the proper 
hour; that he will have a fixed and appropriate time in which to 
attend to a given study, and will never appear on the recitation seat 
without a perfect lesson. Let parents train up their children in the 
way they should go, and when they are at school they " willl not 
depart from it." Other duties of a special character must be per
formed by parents. They should satisfy themselves from informa

tion derived from the teacher, that their children are well provided 

with necessary books. From a neglect to perform this duty, schol
ars are compelled to be seated in too close proximity to each other, 

thereby predisposing to whispering and disorder. In some of your 

schools we have been satisfied, that parents had omitted to perform 

this duty. Parents delegate to the teacher the right to make suit

able laws for the government of their children at school, and they 
should ever be ready to unite their efforts with those of the teacher 
in enforcing them when necessary. An insinuation from the parent 

of his disapproval of any school regulation, will impair the child's 
confidence in all the laws of the school, and lead him to trample 

upon the authority of the teacher. 
Your committee cannot too forcibly impress upon you the vast 
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importance of regular attendance at school. The practice of irreg

ularity of attendance which exists in most of your schools, cannot 
he too strongly condemned. It not only exerts a blighting influ

ence upon the irregular attendant, but affects the interest of the 

whole school and is hostile to any progress. 

J. E. WALKER, ) 

S. BAKER, > Committee. 
WM. H. DRESSER,' 

ST. GEORGE. 

Teachers have complained of the trouble catised by the use of 

different books in the same branch of study, and they cannot be ex

pected to do justice to themselves or to their schools, unless this 

fault is remedied. 

I would call the attention of the town to the disregard of that 

part of the school law, whereby the agents of the several districts 
:are required to inform the supervisor of the time when the school 

commences, its probable length of continuance, &c. This part of the 

agent's duty is either not understood, or almost wholly neglected. 
This should not be so. l The supervisor should not be informed by 
dame rumor of the commencement of a school, or go about inquiring 
of every person in the several districts,-when a proper course has 

been pointed out by law. In those districts bordering upon the 

main roads of the town, much difficulty in this respect will not • 
arise; for with a little inquisitiveness, the supervisor can learn all 
he wishes; but in those districts more remote, and away from the 
general line of travel, the school may commence and nearly com

plete its course without his know ledge There is not one district 

whose agent has fully performed this part of his duty, according 

to law. 
I would recommend the union of districts No. 6 and No. 14, into 

one school dttrict. Each district will soon have to build a new 

school-house, and by uniting they can build a school-house that will 

accommodate two schools, which will cost at the most only about 

two-thirds as much as to build separately. Besides, they could 

grade their school, and make it more thorough in its course of in

struction than it now is, which would more than compensate for a 
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few more rods of travel. I submit this recommendatJon to the can
did consideration of the citizens of the above named districts. 

The schools have not made that amount of progress which they 
might have made, had the scholars been more punctual and regular 
in their attendance. These are great and growing evils in our 
schools, and as the town increases in population and becomes more 
thickly settled, the attractions seem to grow more numerous, whereby 
the scholars' minds are diverted from their studies. In a word, they 
have more "loafing places." As far as my experience goes, I have 
found that those who were the most remote from the school-house 
were generally the most punctual and regular in their attendance, 
and that in spars~ly settled districts the ratio of attendance was 
larger than in other districts. The question now presents itself, 
how shall these difficulties or evils be corrected? I see but one 
way. There must be more interest manifested in the welfa,re and 
prosperity of schools and scholars on the part of parents. We must 
press upon the pupils the importance of education, that they must 
be punctual to the hour, and that no small pretence, either of their 
own or ours, shall keep them away from their schools. 

Some of these matters may be "as familiar to you as household 
words," but I console myself with the thought that these truths will 
bear being brought frequently to mind. 

The importance of agents procuring teachers whose moral stand
ing is good, cannot but meet the approval of every good citizen of 
the town; for it is often the case that young minds receive in their 

• school days that bent which governs and rules their character in 
after life. 

H. C. LEVENSELLER, Supervisor. 

TOPSHAM. 

Whether all or any part of the difficulty in one of the schools dur

ing the year, is to be attribut~d to any injudicious rurse on the 
part of parents, the result of prejudice against teacliers, or some 
other cause, it is certain, we think, that nothing has more to do with 
the character of our schools than "home influence." To have good 
schools, we are aware that we must have good teachers and good 
school-houses. 
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That some of our districts might have had better teachers during 
the past year, there can be no doubt. That many of them might 
have had better school-houses, is equally evident. May it not be 
that some of them might have had better scholars? And good 
scholars are as much an essential condition of good schoo1s as good 
teachers. But we cannot have good scholars unless they are under 
proper management while away from the school. 

It is impossible for the best teacher in the world to accomplish 
much while parents withhold their co-operation) and in some in .. 
stances do much to counteract his best efforts. ' Want of punctual
ity is a great evil in our schools; and it is one which is chiefly in 
the power of parents to correct. Tardiness is an evil which, with-
out perhaps being always so injurious to the scholar himself, is per
haps even more detrimental to the interests of the school. 

Parents should see· that their children are punctual in their at
tendance and always at school at the proper hour, when practicable. 
And the effect upon our schools of proper home teaching cannot be 

over-estimated. Children should be early taught, as the mother of 
Washington taught her son, to be obedient, to be diligent1 to be true. 
Right principles may be instilled into the mind of the child even 
before school days commence. Some one has said, that the first six 
years are t}ie most important of a child 1s life. However this may 
be, it is certain, that those children who in these early years hecome 
wilful and disobent, addicted to idleness, falsehood and other viciomi 
habits, seldom become good scholars, and acquire, during the re
maining years of their youth, those traits of character that secure · 
respect and honor in age. 

FRANCIS ADAMS, ( 
JOSEPH ~cKEEN, JR., S. 8. Committee. 
A. D. \VHEELErr, J 

UNITY. 

There is one prevailing defect in our system of Common school 
:instruction, which, in my opinion, greatly retards the progress of 
your scholars. It is the practice of pressing your children forward 
too fast, of transferring them from one book to another before they 

are properly prepared for such a step. 
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It is a fact which I presmpe none of you will question, that com~ 
paratively few scholars are masters of the studies they have pursued. 
The reason, doubtless, to a very great extent, is that through nearly 
all their schooling, they have studied books too far in advance of 
their capacities. They are so impatient to go ahead, that they 
take, or try to take, the second step before they are familiar with the 
first, and the third before they are familiar with the second: making 
it an up-hill and imperfect business all through their school days. 
While they have apparently been advancing very rapidly, they have, 
in fact, made but little real progress. There is a proper gmdation 
in all the departments of learning, and every scholar should fully 
understand every step he takes. 

A large proportion of your scholars are reading in the fourth and 
fifth readers, who ought to be in the second and third. 

This is the effect of that prevailing practice of hurrying scholars 
too rapidly from one book to another before they are properly pre
pared for it, of putting them into books, or studies, entirely above 

the level of their capacities. • 
The foregoing remarks will apply to arithmetic and grammar, as 

well as to reading. I ha,ve observed scholars in the higher depart
ments of mathematics, who ')ught to be cyphering in the Common 
school arithmetic. Thus it will be found in a11 the studies pursued 
in our district schools 

Any tyro in reading, may learn rules and definitions in arithme
tic and grammar, and repeat them correctly and admirably, without 
having a single correct idea of what is intended to be conveyed. It 
is folly in ourselves, and worse than useless to the learner, to cram 

his memory with a medley of words to which he can attach no proper 
meaning. I repeat then, that no scholar should undertake any 
study, until he is fully prepared to understand the principles in
tended to ·be learned by such study. 

As a general thing, I think that children are put into grammar 
at too early an age Grammar is a study that tasks the intellect 
of man; and children under twelve or fourteen years of age can 
hardly be expected to be much benefited by studying it. Instead 
of grammar, let them take geography, or history and arithmetic, 
and their time will be much more pleasantly and profitably em

ployed. 
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The happiness of no community lies so much in its spirit of en~ 
terprise, in the revenue of its farms, its merchandise, and its trades, 
as it does in the virtue and intelligence of its people. We need the 
hand of intelligence to guide in the cultivation of our farms; we 
need its guidance in our manufactories and work-shops; in fine, 
every department of industry is more successfully carried on in pro
portion to the intelligence of its operations. 

We need intelligence to enact wise and wholesome laws for our 
govemment. We need intelligence to uphold and perpetuate our 
free institutions, our own individual rights and liberties. Then let 
us keep up with the march of improvement, and secure to ourselves 
and our posterity, the substantial and permanent means of prospe1·-
ity and happiness. R. W. MURCH, Supervisor. 

WINSLOW. 
But a very small part of that class of persons calling themselves 

teachers are readily ancl fully qualified for the duties they assume. 
Of not more than half of them can it be said that they can govern 
themselves, to sa,y nothing of governing a school. And again, a 
large number of our teachers do not possess the requisite informa
tion. In all such cases certificates should be withheld, however 
unpleasant it may be. That I have been lenient in the exercise of 
this power, I am well aware, and I hope the one who is to occupy 
my place, will learn from my errors, and be more exacting. I know 
:sometimes it is impossible to tell whether a teacher is really quali
fied or not. Some persons appear to possess more information than 
they really do; while others, owing to diffidence ( or something of 
the kind) appear to a disadvantage; yet as a general thing, a thor
ough .examination proves to them, what fire is to the ore, separat
ing the dross from the pure metal, and refining and purifying that 
which is true. 

I have noticed in some of our districts a disposition on the part 
of some of the parents to murmur against and find fault with their 
scr.ool. This is a most miserable practice, nor is fault-finding con
fined to poor schools altogether; even where they have had good 
schools, this foolish propensity would develop itself. If the "wrong 
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man" happens to employ the teacher, or if the present teacher de 0 

viates from a course pursued by some former one whom ~hey thought 
perfect, they will commence these '' graceless murmurings." It 
will neither make a poor school a good one, nor a good school bet
ter, to find fault with it; hut, on the other hand, to magnify a 
teacher's faults, or to depreciate his good qualities before his schol
ars, al ways has a tendency to dissatisfy the scholars and discourage 
the teacher. Some persons seem to think that by finding fault with 
others, people will take it for 'granted that they themselves possess • 
more than ordinary discernment; but this is not the case. It is no 
mark of a scholar to question or criticise the scholarship of others, 
while the reverse is almost always the fact. 

One thing more I will notice, and that briefly. Knowledge is 
power, but it is a dangerous power unless guided by the never vary
ing principles of morality and religion, and the man of learning 
devoid of these principles is like the ship upon a boisterous sea, with
out a helm, without a faithful pilot. It is with feelings of regret 
that I see so many of our boys allowed to break the Sabbath with 
impunity. Show me a boy that is a Sabbath-breaker, and rn a few 
yea.rs I will show you a reckless, dissipated youth. Pttrents, here 
is the beginning of almost every sin, and unless you can find a rem
edy, I fear the education of such boys will prove a curse rather than 
a blessing. 

Townsmen, I have spoken plainly of the faults of us all, acting 
upon the suggestion of Dr. Young, when be sa,ys-

" 'Tis greatly ·wise to talk vdth om past hours, 
And ask them what report foey've borne to heaven." 

If I have been too severe, I hope you will overlook it when I tell 
you sincerely, my aim is the welfare of our public schools. 

JOSEPH P. GARLAND, Superv_isor. 
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NOTE TO APPENDIX. 

The School Laws, as revised in 185'7, tog·ether with the additions 
and amendments made since that time, are presented on the follow
ing pages for convenient reference in connection with the discus
sion of the same in the body of the Report, and for the accommo
dation of School Officers who have no other convenient mode of 
ascertaining what are the exact provisions of the School Law, as 
amended. The sections of the law which have been repealed or 
amended are printed in italics. 



SCHOOL LAWS. 

EDUCATION OF YOUTH. 

( CHAPTER XI OF THE REVISED STATUTES.) 

DUTIES OF TOWNS. 

SECTION 1. School districts shall remain as they are, until altered 
or discontinued. A town, at its annual meeting, may determine 
the number and limits of school districts therein ; but they shall 
not be altered, discontinued or annexed to others, except on the 
written recommendation of the municipal officers and superintend
ing school committee, accompanied by a statement of facts, and 
on conditions proper to preserve the rights and obligations of the 
inhabitants. 

SECT. 2. Any portion of a town too remote to be annexed to 
existing· districts, and not having sufficient population to form a 
separate district, may be omitted in districting the town. 

SECT. 3. A town containing but one district, may transact all 
business relating to schools and school-houses in town meeting. 

SEQT. 4. A town, at its annual meeting, may choose its school 
agents; and vacancies may be filled as in case of other town officers 
not chosen by ballot. 

SEcT. 5. Every town shall, annually raise and expend, for the 
maintenance of schools therein, a sum of money, exclusive of the 
income of any corporate school fund, or of any grant from the reve
nue or funds from the state, or of any voluntary donation, devise, 
or bequest, or of any forfeitures accruing to the use of schools, not 
less than sixty cents for each inhabitant, according to the census 
of the state, by which representatives to the legislature were last 
apportioned, under penalty of forfeiting not less than twice, nor 
more than four times the amount of its deficiency. 

SECT. 6. When any school agent fails to return, in the month 
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of April, the number of persons in his district between four and 
twenty-one years of age, exclusive of those coming from other 
places to which they belong, to attend a college or academy, or 
work in a factory therein, the assessors of the town shall cause an 
enumeration thereof to be made. They shall annually apportion 
to each district, and to any inhabitants not embraced in a district, 
the money so raised, and all funds derived from any source for the 
support of public schools in their town, in proportion to the num
ber of scholars aforesaid. 

SECT. 7. A town raising more money than is required by sec
tion five, may, by vote, direct the excess to be apportioned to the 
several districts as the assessors and superintending school com
mittee determine. 

SEcT. 8. Every town shall choose by ballot, at its annual meet
ing, a superintending school committee of three, unless already 
done, to hold office as provided in section forty-seven, and shall fill 
vacancies arising therein at each subsequent annual meeting, ex
cept as provided in the two following sections. 

SECT. 9. A town may choose annually a supervisor of schools, 
who shall have the power and perform the duties of the committee 
aforesaid; and his election shall terminate the office of any existing 
member thereof. 

SECT. 10. Any town may choose a committee consisting of not 
less than three, all or one-third each year, and invest them with 
the rights, powers and obligations of superintending school com
mittee and school agents, including the power of determining the 
age and qualifications of scholars to be admitted into the several 
schools, of transferring scholars from school to school, of erµploy
ing teachers, and expending money raised for school purposes . 

. SECT. 11. Any town failing to elect either of the committees 
aforesaid, or supervisor for any year, shall forfeit not less than 
thirty, nor more than two hundred dollars. 

SECT. 12. Towns may make such by-laws, not repugnant to the 
laws of the state, concerning habitual truants, and children be
tween six and fifteen years of age not attending school, without 
any regular and lawful occupation, and growing up in ignorance, 
as are most conducive to their welfare and the good order of 
society; and may annex a suitable penalty, not exceeding twenty 
dollars, for any breach thereof; but said by-laws must be first 
approved by a judge of the supreme judicial court. 
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SECT. 13. Such towns shall appoint, at their annual meeting, 
three or more persons, who alone shall make complaints for viola
tions of said by-laws to the magistrate having jurisdiction thereof 
b:y said by-laws, and execute his judgments. 

SECT. 14. Said magistrate, in place of the fine aforesaid, may 
order children proved to be growing up in truancy, and without 
the benefit of the education provided for them by law, to be placed 
for i:mch periods of time as he thinks expedient, in the institution of 
instruction, house of reformation, or other suitable situation pro
vided for the purpose under the authority conferred by section 
twelve. 

POWERS AND OBLIGATIONS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

SECT. 15. S_chool districts, whether a part of one or more towns, 
that have exercised the privileges of a district for one year, shall 
be presumed to be legally organized; and all districts legally 

· organized shall be corporations with power to hold and apply real 
and personal estate for the support of schools therein, and to sue 
and be sued. Executions against them may be satisfied as execu
flons against towns are ; and in all suits or business, they may be 
described by their numbers as fixed by the town, by the name 
which they have assumed; or if they have no certain name, by an 
appropriate general description. 

SECT. 16. Any person, qualified to vote in town affairs, shall be 
a legal Yoter in his school district. 

SECT. 17. School district meetings may be called by the agent, 
on the written application of three or more legal voters, stating 
the reasons and objects thereof. When there is no agent, or when 
he neglects or refuses, they may be called by the municipal officers, 
on like application. 

SECT. 18. On receiving such application, the agent or munici
pal officers, as the case may be, shall cause notices specifying the 
time, place, and purposes of the meeting, seven days before the 
time appointed, to be posted up in two or more public places in 
the district, one of which must be on the school-housB, if there is 
any, or published in a newspaper, if any, printed in the town. 
The certificate of such agent or municipal officers, or of any person 
required by their warrant to give notice, returned at the time and 
place of meeting, shall be evidence of the notice therein stated to 

have been given. 
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SEcT. 19. The district, at a legal meeting, may determine the 
manner of notifying its future meetings. 

SECT. 20. At such meeting, a moderator shall be chosen, and 
have the same powers and duties as a moderator of a town meeting, 
but need not be sworn; and at the first meeting every year, a 
clerk shall be chosen, be duly sworn by the moderator or a justice 
of the peace, record all votes passed at district meetings during 
the year, and until another is chosen in his place and sw0rn, may 
certify copies from the records of such district, and correct any 
errors, as provided in section eight of chapter three. 

SECT. 21. Every school district, at its annual meeting, shall 
choose a school agent by ballot, unless chosen by the town ; and 
may fill a vacancy in that office at a meeting called for that purpose. 

SEcT. 22. A school district, at any legal meeting called for the 
purpose, shall have power: 

First-To raise money for erecting, repairing, renting, purchas
ing and removing such school houses and outbuildings as the wants 
of the district require ; for purchasing or renting land for them to 
stand upon, and for yards and play grounds ; for purchasing a 
library, utensils, black-boards, globes, maps and other useful appar
atus ; for providing water for school-houses by means of wells or 
aqueducts, with necessary conveniences for the health and comfort 
of teacher and pupils ; and for enclosing the grounds and appur
tenances of the school-houses. 

Second-To determine where their school-houses shall be located. 
Third-To sell and dispose of any school-house or other property, 

if necessary. 
Fourth-To determine at what age the youth therein may be 

admitted into the schools kept by a master or mistress, and 
whether, and upon what terms, scholars may be admitted into 
their schools from other districts, towns, or places. 

Fifth-To instruct the agent, if they think proper, at what time 
the schools shall commence, if he finds it practicable. 

SECT. 23. A district may choose a committee to superintend the 
expenditure of money legally raised by it, to examine and allow 
accounts, and to draw orders on the town treasurer for the amount 
of money raised. 

SECT. 24. When at a meeting of a school ~istrict legally called 
for raising money for any particular purpose, a majority of the 
legal voters present are opposed to raising a sum sufficient, in the 
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opinion of the minority, for such purpose, the municipal officers, 
on written application of five or more voters, made within thirty 
days after such meeting, shall insert in their warrant for calling 
the next town meeting on town affairs, an article requiring the 
opinion of the town on the disagreement ; and if the town thinks 
!lt necessary or expedient, they may require a sum sufficient for 
such purpose, if exceeding what the district was willing to raise, 
to be assessed on the polls and estates therein; and it shall be 
assessed, collected and paid over, as if originally raised by the 
district; and thereupon the municipal officers shall appoint, in 
writing, three suitable inhabitants of said district, a committee to 
superintend the expenditure of the money for such purpose, and 
they shall have all the powers of a committee chosen by the dis
trict, in pursuance of the provisions hereof. 

SECT. 25. Two or more districts, by vote at their district meet
ings, may unite to support a union school for the more advanced 
scholars, and appropriate therefor a portion of the school money 
assigned to each district. But if more than one-fourth of the 
voters present and voting at any meeting, object, only the per 
capita share of the scholars attending such union school, shall be 
so appropriated, without the written assent of the superintending· 
school committee. 

SECT. 26. Two or more school districts may unite for the pur
pose of establishing and maintaining a system of graded free 
schools, when a majority of the voters present and voting at a 
meeting of each district, leg·ally called for the purpose, so deter
mines ; and the clerk of each district shall forthwith furnish the 
town clerk with a certified copy of such votes, and he shall enter 
said votes upon the town records ; and thereafter such districts 
shall constitute one district, to be known by the name that the 
inhabitants thereof adopt; and have all the rights and powers, and 
be subject- to all the liabilities of other school districts ; and the 
town shall not alter or divide it, without the consent of a majority 
of its voters ; and at its annual meeting, it may raise money for 
the support of its schools, in addition to what it receives from the 
town, and not exceeding three-fifths of that sum. 

SECT. 27. At any district meeting called for the purpose of re
moving a school-house, or locating one to be erected, if more than 
one-third of the voters present and voting, object thereto, the clerk 
shall make a record of the fact ; and the municipal officers, on 
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written application of any three or more of said voters, or any 
committee of the district, made within thirty days thereafterwards, 
shall, as soon as may be, appoint a time and place in the district to 
hear the parties, and give such notice as is required for a district 
meeting; and after such hearing, they may decide where the 
school-house shall be placed ; and shall, within ten days, give a 
certificate of their determination to the clerk of the district, who 
shall forthwith enter it on his records ; and the district shall pro
ceed to erect, or remove the school-house, as if determined by a 
sufficient majority of the voters present at said meeting; but no 
such officer residing in the district, shall have any voice in such 
determination ; and when a majority of them reside therein, or do 
not agree, the superintending school committee shall do all the 
duties herein required of the municipal officers ; and if the district 
refuses or neglects for sixty days, to carry into effect such deter
mination, the municipal officers or superintending school commit
tee, at the expense of the district, shall, if need be, purchase a lot 
for said house, and cause it to be erected or removed thereon. 

SECT. 28. When a location for the erection or removal of a 
school-house and necessary buildings, has been legally designated, 
ten rods at least from any dwelling-house, and the owner thereof 
refuses to sell, or asks an unreasonable price for it in the opinion 
of the municipal officers, they may lay out a school-house lot not 
exceeding forty square rods, and appraise the damages as is pro
vided for laying out town ways and appraising damages therefor; 
and on payment or tender of such damages, the town or district 
designating it, may take such lot, to be held and used only for the 
purposes aforesaid, and when such school-house as is required of 
the town or district, has ceased to be thereon for two years, it 
shall revert to the owner, his heirs, or assigns. 

SECT. 29. If the owner is aggrieved at the location of the lot, or 
the damages awarded, he may within one year thereafter, apply to 
the county commissioners, and have the matter tried by a jury, 
who may change the location and assess the damages, and the 
proceedings shall be conducted as in case of damages for laying 
out highways. If the damages are increased, or the location 
changed, such town or district shall pay the damages and costs, 
otherwise the costs shall be paid by the applicant. 

SECT. 30. A plan for'the erection or re-construction of a school
house v-0ted by a district, shall first be approved by the superin
tending school committee. 
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SEcT. 31. A school district, at a legal meeting, may determine 
what proportion of their school money shall be expended for the 
support of a school taught by a female ; and their agent shall 
expend it accordingly. But if one-fourth of the voters present and 
voting dissent from the decision of the majority, not more than 
one-third shall be so expended, without the written assent of the 
superintending school committee. 

SECT. 32. '\\Then the school is kApt in part by a mistress, and in 
part by a master, the district may determine by vote, or authorize 
the superintending school committee to determine, from time to 
time, what description of scholars shall attend each. 

SECT. 33. Each district, where more than one school is kept at 
the same time, may choose annually, or one-third in each year, a 
committee to determine what description of scholars shall attend 
each school, to classify said scholars and to transfer them from 
school to school ; and unless such election is for one year only, at 
their first meeting, they shall determine their respective terms of 
office by lot, and certify the result to the district clerk; they or 
the district shall fill vacancies as they occur; and they shall trans
mit a copy of their annual report, if printed, to the superintendent 
of common schools. 

SECT. 34. A district may appropriate not exceeding one-tenth 
of its school money for any year, to purchase a school library and 
apparatus for the use of the schools therein, and make proper rules 
for the preservation and management thereof. Adjacent districts 
may, by vote of each, unite for the purpose aforesaid. 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS FORMED FROM TWO OR llJIORE TOWNS. 

SEcT. 35. Two or more adjoining towns may concur in estab
lishing school districts from parts of each when convenient, in 
determining their limits, and in altering and discontinuing them ; 
and they and their officers, except as herein otherwise provided, 
may exercise the powers and duties relating thereto, that a town 
may relating to its own districts. If such district has existed 
fifteen years, either town may disconnect its part, without the 
concurrence of the others, by leaving all the district property to 
belong to what remains. 

SECT. 36. The superintending school committee, municipal offi
cers, assessors, treasurer, collector, and constables of the town 
where the school-house of such district is situated, or has been 
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located, or where the school is kept ; or if there is no such school
house or school, said officers of the oldest town from which a part 
of such district is taken, shall have all the powers and perform all 
the duties relating to it, that they have and perform relating to 
districts wholly in their own town; and such assessors shall assess 

' all taxes, voted by such district, according to a valuation made by 
them, uniform throughout the district. The powers specified in 
section twenty-seven, may be exercised in such district by the 
concurrent votes of said towns, or the joint acts of tho municipal 
officers or superintending school committees thereof, and applica
tion shall be made to each of them accordingly. The provisions 
of sections twenty-eight and twenty-nine shall also apply to such 
districts. 

SEcT. 37. The assessors of each town from which a part of such 
district is taken, shall annually apportion to it a share of the school 
money of their town, according to the number of scholars in such 
districts living in their town. 

SEcT. 38. Such district shall annually choose its agent, and his 
contracts shall bind each town in proportion to and not exceeding 
the amount which it is required to pay to him as aforesaid; and all 
agents and officers thereof shall have the same powers and privi
leges and perform the same duties as in districts wholly in one 
town. 

ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF MONEY RAISED OR 
BORROWED BY DISTRICTS. 

SEcT. 39. ·when a district votes to raise money for any legal 
purposes, its clerk shall forthwith, or within the time prescribed 
by the district, certify the amount thereof to the assessors of the 
town; and within thirty days after receiving such certificate, they 
shall assess it, as they do town taxes, on the polls and estates 
of the inhabitants of the district whether wholly in their town 
or not, and on the non-resident real estate within, but not on any 
real estate without, the district. They shall then make their war
rant in due form of law, directed to any collector of their town, or 
of the district, if any, if not, to a constable, authorizing and re-· 
quiring him to levy and collect such tax and pay it, within the 
time limited in the warrant, to the town treasurer; and they shall 
give a certificate of the assessment to such treasurer, and may 
abate such taxes as in case of town taxes. 
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SECT. 40. The collector and constable, and the town treasurer, 
or treasurer and collector, if one person is both, shall each have 
the same powers and be subject to the same duties and obligations 
relating to district taxes, as relating to town taxes; and they and 
the assessors shall be allowed by the district for the services herein 
required, a compensation proportionate to what they receive from 
the town for similar services. 

SEcr. 41. The money so raised and paid shall be at the disposal 
of the district committee, provided for in section twenty-three. 

SEcT. 42. A distdct, at a legal meeting called for that purpose, 
by a vote of two-thirds of the voters preeient and voting, may bor
row money for erecting a school-house, and buying a lot therefor, 
on a time not exceeding ten years, payable in equal annual instaL 
ments, hut for no other purpose, and in no other manner; and 
when they do so, tho clerk shall forthwith certify such vote to the 
assessors and treasurer of the town. 

SECT. 43. The district rnay appoint an agent or agents to con
tract such loan, who may bind the district, and give the necessary 
security therefor, a copy of which shall be filed by him with the 
town clerk, and entered on the town records. The money thus 
procured shall be received by the town treasurer, applied for the 
purposes aforesaid, and paid out in the same manner as money 
raised by taxation for the same purposes. 

SECT. 44. At each annual assessment of town taxes after such 
loan, the assessors of the town shall assess the amount of the 
instalment and interest for that year, on the polls and estates in 
the district, as if the district had voted to raise it, and it shall, in 
like manner, be collected and paid to the town treasurer, who shall 
pay each instalment and interest as it becomes clue, on demand of 
the owner of the security. 

SECT. 45. A district voting to raise a sum of money exceeding 
three hundred dollars under the provisions hereof, ma,y elect a col
lector by ballot, who shall give bond to the inhabitants thereof, 
with sufficient sureties approved by the municipal officers ; have 
the same powers and be subject to the same duties and obligations 
as a -collector of town taxes; and receive such compensation for 
collecting and paying over such taxes as the district vote at the 
meeting when he is chosen. The district clerk shall file a certified 
copy of his election with the town clerk, who shall record it, and 
such record shall be evidence of the collector's election by the 
district. 
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POWERS AND DUTIES OF SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COllI· 
MITTEES. 

SEcT. 46. Members of superintending school committees and 
supervisors shall be duly sworn. 

SEcT. 4 7. Superintending school committees at their first meet
ing, shall designate by lot one of their number to hold office three 
years, and another, two years, and certify such designation to the 
town clerk, to be by him recorded. The third member shall hold 
office one year ; and each member elected to fill the place of one 
whose term expires, shall hold office three years. They shall fill 
all vacancies in their number until the next annual town meeting. 
Two members shall constitute a quorum; but if there is but one in 
office, he may fill vacancies. 

SECT. 48. Committees elected under section ten, unless chosen 
for one year only, shall hold office and determine their terms of 
office, as provided in the preceding section. 

SEcT. c19. Superintending school committees shall perform the 
following duties: 

First-They shall appoint suitable times and places for the 
examination of candidates proposing to teach in town, and give 
notice thereof. 

Second-On satisfactory evidence that a candidate possesses a 
good moral character, and a temper and disposition suitable to be 
an instructor of youth, they shall examine him in reading, spelling, 
writing-, English grammar, geography, history, arithmetic, and 
other branches usually taught in public schools, and particularly 
in the school for which he is examined, and also as to capacity for 
the government thereof. 

Third-They shall give to each candidate found competent, a 
certificate that he is qualified to govern said school, and instruct 
in the branches above named, and such other branches as are 
necessary to be taught therein. 

Fourth-Direct the general course of instruction, and what books 
shall be used in the schools. 

FijUz-E:xamine the several schools, and inquire into the regula
tions and discipline thereof, and the proficiency of the scholars 
therein, for which purpose one or more of the committee shall visit 
each school at least twice in summer, and twice in winter; and 
use their influence to secure the regular attendance at school of 
the youth in their town. 

Sixth-After due notice and investigation, they shall dismiss 



APPENDIX. 18 

any teacher, although having the requisite certificate, ·who is found 
incapable or unfit to teach, or whose services they deem unprofita
ble to the school ; and give to said teacher a certificate of dismis
sal and of the reasons therefor, a copy of which they shall retain, 
and immediately notify the district agent of such dismissal, which 
shall not depri:ve the teacher of compensation for previous services. 

Seventh-Expel from a school any obstinately disobedient and 
disorderly scholar, after a proper investigation of his behavior, if 
found necessary for the peace and usefulness of the school ; and 
restore him on satisfactory evidence of his repentance and amend
ment. 

Eighth-Exclude from the public schools, if they deem expedient, 
any person who is not vaccinated, though otherwise entitled by 
law to admission thereto. 

Ninth-Direct or approve in writing the expenditure of school 
money apportioned to inhabitants not included in any district. 

Tenth-Prescribe the sum, on the payment of which persons of 
the required age resident on territory, the jurisdiction of which 
has been ceded to the United States, included in or surrounded by 
a school district, shall be entitled to attend school in such district; 
and when such territory adjoins two or more districts, they shall 
designate the one where they may attend. 

Eleeenth-Determine what description of scholars shall attend 
each school, classify them, and transfer them from school to school, 
in districts where more than one school is kept at the same time, 
and no district committee is elected. 

Twelfth-At the annual town meeting, they shall make a written 
report of the condition of the schools for the past year, the profi. 
ciency made by the pupils, and the success attending the modes of 
instruction and government of the teachers ; and if their reports 
are printed, they shall transmit a copy thereof to the superintend
ent of common schools. 

SECT. 50. They shall annually make out a statement, containing 
the following particulars : 

First-The amount of money raised and expended for the sup
port of schools, designating what part is raised by taxes, and what 
part from other funds, and how such funds accrued. 

Second-The number of school districts, and parts of districts in 
their town. 

Third-The number of children between four and twenty-one 
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years of age, belonging to their town in each district, on the first 
day of April preceding. 

Fourth-The number of such children who reside on islands, or 
in any other part of the town not in any district. 

Fifth-The whole number, and the average number of scholars 
attending the summer schools; the whole number 0,nd the average 
number of scholars attending the winter schools. 

Sixth-The average length of the summer schools in weeks; the 
average length of the winter schools in weeks ; the average length 
of the schools for the year. 

Seventh-The number of male teachers and the number of female 
teachers employed in the public schools during any part of the year. 

Eighth-The wages of male teachers per month, and the wages 
of female teachers per week, exclusive of board. 

Ninth-They shall give in their returns, full and complete an
swers to the inquiries contained in the blank forms furnished them 
under the provisions of law; certify that such statement is true 
and correct, according to their best knowledge and belief; and 
transmit it to the office of the secretary of state, on or before the 
first day of April in each year. ·when by reason of removal, 
resignation or death, but one member of the committee remains, 
he shall make said returns. 

SECT. 51. If any parent, master or guardian, after notice from 
the teacher of a school that a child under his care is deficient of 
the necessary school books, refuses or neglects to furnish such 
child with the books required, the superintending school commit
tee, on being notified thereof by the teacher, shall furnish them at 
the expense of the town; and such expense may be added to the 
next town tax of the parent, master or guardian. 

SECT. 52. Superintending school committees and supervisors 
shall be paid for their services, on satisfying the municipal officers 
that they have made the returns to the secretary of state required 
by law, one dollar a day and all necessary travelling expenses, and 
no more unless ordered by the town. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF SCHOOL AGENTS. 

SECT. 53. Each school agent elected by the town or district, 
shall be duly sworn by the moderator, town or district clerk, or a 
justice of the peace, and continue in office one year, and until 
another is chosen and qualified in his stead; and his duties and 
powers shall be as follows : 



APPENDIX. 15 

First-In the month of March or April, annually, to call a dis
trict meeting for the choice of an agent, and for other business, by 
causing notice to be given as provided in this chapter. 

Second-To employ teachers for his district, from the money 
placed at his disposal for the purpose. 

Third-From the same means, to provide fuel and utensils neces
sary for the schools, and make repairs upon the school-houses and 
outbuildings, and insurance if the district so direct; but no more 
than one-tenth of the money received from the town, shall be ex
pended for such repairs in one year, exclusive of fuel and insurance. 

Fourth-Before the commencement of a term of school, to give 
written notice to some mern ber of the superintending school com
mittee, when it is to commence, whether to be kept by a master 
or mistress, and how long it is expected to continue. 

Fifth-To return to the municipal officers, prior to the expiration 
of his term of service, an account of his official expenditures with 
the necessary vouchers therefor. 

Sixth-To return to the assessors in the month of April, annu
ally, a certified list of the children in his district between four and 
twenty-one years of age as they existed on the first day of said 
month, exclusive of those coming· from other places, where they 
belong, to attend any college or academy, or to labor in any fac
tory therein. 

SECT. 54. Each school agent within the year for which he is 
chosen, shall expend the money apportioned to his district, for the 
support of schools therein taught by instructors duly qualified; 
and if he refuses or neglects so to do, as far as practicable, the 
municipal officers, on complaint of any inhabitant of the district, 
and after due notice and investigation, may appoint a special agent 
to expend the money; who shall be duly sworn, have all the pow
ers and perform all the duties of school agent for said district. 
Any money received by a school agent for the use of the district, 
and not appropriated by him to such use during his term of office, 
or before the appointment of a special agent, may be recovered 
from him i.n an action of the case in the name of the to~n or district. 

SEcT. 55. If any agent neglects to give written notice to the 
superintending school committee, when any school in his district 
is to commence, whether it is to be kept by a master or mistress, 
and how long it is expected to continue, he shall forfeit one dollar 
for each day the school is kept before such notice is given. 
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DUTIES AND QUALIFICATIONS OF INSTRUCTORS. 

SECT. 56. Every teacher of a public school shall keep a school 
register, containing the names of all the scholars, who enter the 
school, their ages, the date of each scholar's entering and leaving, 
the number of days each attended, the length of the school, the 
teacher's wages, a list of text books used, and all other facts re
quired by the blank form furnished under the provisions of law ; 
such register shall at all times be open to the inspection of the 
school committee, and be returned to them at the close of the 
school. No teacher shall be entitled to pay for his services, until 
the register of his school, properly filled up, completed, and signed, 
is deposited with the school committee, or with a person designated 
by them to receive it. 

SECT. 57. The presidents, professors, and tutors of colleges, the 
preceptors and teachers of academies, and all other instructors of 
youth, in public or private institutions, shall use their best endeav
ors to impress on the minds of the children and youth 1~ommitted 
to their care and instruction, the principles of morality and justice, 
and a sacred regard for truth; love of country, humanity, and a 
universal benevolence; sobriety, industry, and frugality; chastity, 
moderation, and temperance; and all other virtues, which are the 
ornaments of human society ; and to lead those under their care, 
as their ages and capacities admit, into a particular understanding 
of the tendency of such virtues to preserve and perfect a repub
lican constitution, and secure the blessings of liberty, and promote 
their future happiness; and the tendency of the opposite vices, to 
slavery, degration, and ruin. 

SECT. 58. Any person who teaches a district school without 
first obtaining a certificate from the superintending school commit
tee of the town, shall forfeit not exceeding the sum contracted for 
his daily wages, for each day he so teaches, and shall be barred 
from receiving any pay therefor; and no certificate shall be valid 
for more than one year without the approval of the superintending 
school committee annually endorsed thereon. 

SCHOOLS IN PLANTATIONS ORGANIZED FOR ELECTION 
PURPOSES. 

SEcT. 59. Plantations organized for election purposeR have the 
same powers and liabilities as towns, for the formation of districts, 
electing committees or supervisors, treasurers, collectors, and 
school agents, and for raising, assessing and collecting school 
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money, not exceeding one dollar for each inhabitant, to be appor
tioned and expended as in towns ; and the districts therein shall 
elect school district officers, whose powers and duties shall be the 
same as those of like officers in towns. 

SEcT. 60. School district meetings shall be called by the assess
ors of the plantation, on the written application of three or more 
legal voters in the district, stating the reasons and objects thereof, 
and notice shall be given as for meetings in town districts. 

SECT. 61. Such districts, at meetings called for the purpose, 
may raise money and choose committees to hire, buy or build a 
school-house for their use ; and the plantation assessors shall make 
a valuation of the real and personal estate in the district, whether 
owned by residents or not, exclusive of wild lands, and assess the 
money so raised on the polls and estates, and commit the tax to 
the collector, who shall collect _it and pay it to the treasurer. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF COll:IMON SCHOOLS, AND COUNTY 
CONVENTIONS OF TEACHERS. 

SEcT. 62. The governor and council shall appoint a superin
tendent of common schools, who shall be duly sworn, and continue 
in office three years or during the pleasure of the executive ; and 
when a vacancy occurs, a new appointment shall be made for a 
like term. 

SEcT. 63. The superintendent shall devote his time to the im
provement of ·common schools and the promotion of the general 
interests of education in this state. He shall carefully investigate 
the operation of our school laws; collect information in regard to 
the arrangement of school districts, the location and construction 
of school-houses, and the use of the best school apparatus; consult 
and advise with superintending school committees on the selection 
of text books adapted to the wants of schools, and on the methods 
of ascertaining the qualifications of teachers, and of visiting and 
examining schools: inquire into the most approved modes of teach
ing, and the best means of training and qualifying teachers for 
their duties; examine the returns made by superintending school 
committees to the office of the secretary of state, and obtain from 
them such facts and statistics as may be useful, and in general, 
procure information from every available source for the improve
ment of common schools. 

SECT. 64. By correspondence with teachers, school officers, and 
2 
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others, and by public addresses from time to time in different parts 
of the state, he shall endeavor to disseminate the information he 
has acquired, and awaken a more general interest in public educa
tion. 

SECT. 65. He shall prepare blank forms for all returns required 
by law, or deemed by him necessary, to be made by school officers 
and teachers, which shall be printed and distributed by the secre
tary of state to the superintending school committees on the first 
day of October, annually. 

SECT. 66. He shall annually, prior to the session of the legisla
ture, make a report to the governor and council of the result of 
his inquiries and investigati'ons, and of the facts obtained from 
the school returns, with such suggestions and recommendations 
as in his judgment will best promote the improvement of common 
schools. 

SECT. 67. He shall receive a salary of twelve hundred dollars, 
quarterly, and render an account of his traveling and other necessary 
expenses to the governor and council, to be by them audited and paid 
out of the treasury of state. 

SEcT. 68. He shall annually hold in each county a teachers' conven
tion, to continue in session one week at least; give due notice thereof 
to all teachers and persons prnposing to beconie such, and invite their 
attendance. He shall attend and have charge of each convention, and 
employ suitable instructors and lecturers to gi-ve instruction and ad
dresses, with the ·view to aicl the teachers and qualifying themselves for 
a more succeseful discharge of their duties. 

SEcT. 69. To defray the expense8 of the conventions, tioo thousand 
dollars shall be annually appropriated, to be eiJJpended by the super
intendent, who shall render an acconnt thereof to the gocernor and 
council to be examined and audited by tlumi. 

PENAL PROVISIONS AFFECTING SCHOOLS. 

SECT. 70. All forfeitures arising under this chapter not other
wise provided for, may be recovered by indictment, and shall be 
paid into the treasury of the town where they were incurred, for 
the support of schools therein, in addition to the amount required 
by law to be raised; but the costs of prosecution shall be paid into 
the county treasury; and if any town neglects for one year, so to 
expend such money, it shall forfeit a sum equal thereto, to the use 
of any person suing therefor in an action of debt. 
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SECT. 71. If any person, whether he is a scholar or not, enters 
any school-house or any other place of instruction during or out of 
school hours, while the teacher or any pupil is there, and wilfully 
interrupts or disturbs the teacher or pupils by loud speaking, rude 
or indecent behavior, signs, or gestures; or wilfully interrupts a 
school by prowling about the building, making noises, throwing 
missiles at the school-house, or in any way disturbing the school, 
he shall forfeit not less than two, nor more than twenty dollars, to 
be recovered as afon:said, or by complaint before a justice of the 
peace. 

SECT. 72. If a minor injures or aids in injuring any school-house, 
out-buildings, utensils or appurtenances belonging thereto; defaces 
the walls, benches, seats, or other parts of said buildings by marks, 
cuts or otherwise ; or injures or destroys any propel'ty belonging 
to a school district, such district by its agent or committee, may 
recover of its parent or guardian, in an action of debt, double the 
amount of damages occasioned thereby. 

STATE SCHOOL FUNDS. 

SECT. 73. The treasurer of state shall keep a separate account 
of all moneys received from tho sales of lands appropriated for the 
impport of schools in this state, or from the notes taken therefor, 
and of any other moneys appropriated for the same purpose ; and 
Emch sum shall constitute a permanent school fund, which may be 
put at interest as the legislature directs. A sum equal to six per 
cent. of the amount of such fund, and also all money received by 
the state from the tax on banks, shall be annually apvropriated to 
the support of common schools, and distributed among the several 
towns according to the number of children therein between four 
and twenty-one years of age. 

SECT. 74. The secretary of state shall, on the first day of ]}Jay, 
notify the school committees of any towns, whose returns were not 
received at his office in April; and shall annually ascertain, on the 
first day of June, the number of children between four and twenty
one years of age in the towns from which returns are received, and 
furnish a list thereof to the state treasurer. 

SECT. 75. Tlie treasurer shall, immediately after the first day of 
,.lune, apportion to the towns all state school funds for the year 
according to such list. The number of scholars belonging to a 
town from which a return has not been received, shall be reckoned 
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by taking the number used as the basis of the last apportionment, 
and deducting all scholars set off to other towns, or incorporated 
into a new town within a year, and one-tenth of the remainder, and 
the residue shall be the basis of the new apportionment. Immedi
ately after making the apportionment, the treasurer shall notify 
each town of its proportion ; which shall not be paid to any town 
that has not made return for the year, until it is made to the secre
tary of state. 

PROVISIONS RESPECTING LITERARY INSTITUTIONS. 

SECT. 76. rrhe presidents of colleges in this state are removable 
at the pleasure of the trustees and overseers, whose concurrence is 
necessary for their election. 

SECT. 77. No officer of a college shall receive as perquisites any 
fees paid for a diploma or medical degree conferred by such col
lege, but they shall be paid into the treasury for the use of the 
college. 

SECT. 78. If an innholder, confectioner, or keeper of a shop, 
boarding house, or livery stable, gives credit for food, drink, or 
horse or carriage hire to any pupil of a college or literary institu
tion in violation of its rules, or without the consent of its president 
or other officer authorized thereto by its government, he shall for
feit a sum equal to the amount so credited, whether it has been 
paid or not, to be recovered in action of debt by the treasurer of 
such institution, half to its use, and half to the use of the town 
where it is located; and no person shall be licensed by the munici
pal officers for any of said employments, if it appears that within 
the preceding year he had given credit contrary to the provisions 
hereof. 



SCHOOL LAWS. 

ADDITIONS AND AMENDMENTS MADE SINCE THE GENERAL REVISION IN 

1857. 

An act relating to the annual school returns, and the distribution of the state school 
funds. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Legis
lature assembled, as follows: 

SECTION 1. The superinte:nding school committees or supervisors 
of the several cities, towns and plantations, shall make their annual 
school returns now required by law, into the office of the secretary 
of state, on the first day of May, and shall give the number of 
scholars as they existed on the first day of April, preceding. 

SECT. 2. The secretary of state shall, on the first day of June, 
notify the school committees of any towns whose returns were not 
received at his office in May, and shall annually ascertain on the 
first day of July, the number of children between four and twenty
one years of age, in the towns from which returns are received, 
and furnish a list thereof to the state treasurer, and the treasurer 
shall immediately on the first day of July apportion to the towns 
all state school funds for the year, according to such list, and in 
the manner prescribed in section seventy-five chapter eleven of the 
revised statutes. 

SEcT. 3. All acts and part of acts inconsistent with this act are 
hereby repealed. 

[Approved February 15, 1859.] 

This act amends sections 74 and 75 of the general school law. 
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An act providing for the distribution of the annu:11 school blanks and registers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Legis
lature assembled, as follows : 

SECTION I. The secretary of state, on the first day of March in 
each year, shall forward to the superintending school committee 
of the several cities, towns and plantations, blanks for the annual 
school return, and registers for the school year commencing on the 
first day of April following. 

SECT. 2. A.11 acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are 
hereby repealed. 

[Approved April 2, 1859.] 

NomrAL ScHOOL AcT oF MARCH 20, 1860. 

An act providing for Normal Schools in the several counties, and repealing the act 
providing for county conventions of teachers. 

Be ii enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Legis
lature assembled, as follows : 

SECTION I. The sum of eighteen hundred dollars is hereby appro
priated, and hereafter the sum of thirty-six hundred dollars shall 
be annually appropriated for Normal Schools ; and from the same, 
the sum of one hundred dollars on the first day of September next, 
and thereafter on the first day of January in each year, the sum of 
two hundred dollars shall be paid by the treasurer of state upon 
the conditions hereinafter provided ; to the trustees or agents of 
the following seminaries and academies, viz: Elliot Academy, Lim
erick Academy, Foxcroft Academy, Bloomfield Academy, Freedom 
Academy, Farmington Academy, vVashington Academy, Newcastle 
Academy, Paris Hill Academy, Bath Academy, Hampden Academy, 
Thomaston Academy, Presque Isle Academy, Maine Wesleyan 
Seminary, Maine State Seminary, East Mai?e Conference Seminary, 
Bridgton Academy, Yarmouth Academy. Those only of the above 
mentioned academies and seminaries shall receive of the treasurer 
of the State the said sums, who shall, on or before the first day of 
August next, file in the office of the secretary of state, a written 
acceptance of the provisions of this act, with all its directions, 
conditions and limitations, and also a certificate from the superin-
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tendent of common schools that he believes the money will be 
faithfully appropriated according to the direction of this act. 

SECT. 1. A normal school in each academy during the spring 
and fall terms shall be kept, and each term shall not be less than 
eleven weeks, the first commencing with the fall term of this year. 
The boards of trustees or agents aforesaid, shall give public notice 
in some newspaper in the county, at least three weeks successively, 
before the commencement of each term. Suitable and qualified 
teachers shall be employed, and good accommodations procured 
for a~ least fifty pupils. 

SECT. 3. A. cornrnittee appointed by the trustees of each academy 
shall examine in the various branches of education taught in the com
mon schools, all pupils who apply for admission to the normal schools, 
and if in their opinion the applicant has such attainrnents, that not 
more than two terms of further instruction, with diligent application, 
will qualify hirn or her to. become a teacher of youth, the cornrnittee 
may gire him or her a certificate of admission; and no pupil can be 
adniitted without such a certificate; but the trustees shall have a dis
cretion in the adrnission of pupils, and it shall be their duty so to 
exercise such discretion, that an equal number, regard being had to 
population, from each city and town in the county, may be admitted. 
For the spring terrn females shall have the preference for admission, 
and for the fall term, males. 

SECT. 4. Each male student s~all be required to pay to the said 
boards of trustees or agents, for each term of normal instruction, one 
dollar, and each fem ale student fifty cents upon entering the school, 
which shall be in full for tuition for said term. ' 

SECT. 5. The superintendent of common schools shall visit each 
academy during each term of the normal schools, and make exam
ination of the course and character of the instruction, and shall 
make such rules and regulations for the management of the school 
as he may deem necessary. Ile may prescribe the course of in
struction, and may notify the governor and council of any failure 
of the academy to fulfil the conditions of this act. 

SEcT. 6. Instead ef the salary now provided by law, the superin
tendent of common schools shall be entitled to receive one thousand 
dollars as his salary,frorn the treasurer of the state, in quarterly pay
rnents, on the first day of January, April, July and October, and not 
exceeding four hundred dollars for expenses. 

SEcT. 7. The aforesaid boards of trustees or agents, at the close 
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of each term, shall make full and complete returns to the secretary 
of state, as required by the blank forms, which shall be prepared 
by the superintendent of common schools, and furnished by the 
secretary of state. 

SECT. 8. If any academy shall fail to accept the provisions o:f 
this act, or shall fail to fulfil the provisions of the same, the gov .. 
ernor with the advice of the superintendent, may designate some 
other academy in the county, and it shall be entitled, instead of the 
academy which has failed to accept or fulfil the conditions of thi::: 
act, to the said sum of two hundred dollars annually, and be sub-· 
ject to the provisions of this act. 

SECT, 9. Sections sixty-seven, sixty-eight and sixty-nine of chap·· 
ter eleven of the revised statutes are hereby repealed. 

[Approved March 20, 1860.] 

Al'.IENDMENTS To THE NORMAL ScHooL AcT. 

An act to amend "an act providing for normal schools in the several counties," 
approved March twentieth, eighteen hundred and sixty. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Legis
lature assembled, as follows: 

SECTION 1. The two hundred jollars provided by said act to be 
paid to the agents of the several schools on the first day of January, 
shall be paid in instalments of one hundred dollars each on the 
first days of May and November annually, on certificate of the 
superintendent of schools that said institutions have faithfully 
complied with the conditions of the act as hereby amended. 

SECT. 2. Each term of normal instruction shall continue ten 
weeks. 

SECT. 3. The superintendent shall prescribe such qualifications 
for admission to these school as shall enable the students to pur
sue their subsequent course with uniformity and success, and the 
committee of the trustees shall issue certificates of admission to 
such applicants as shall sustain a satisfactory examination in the 
branches required upon the conditions provided in the act to which 
this is an amendment. 

SEcT. 4. Each student shaU pay for instruction in the normal 
course the sum of three dollars per term. 
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SECT. 5. Should the institution designated as the normal school 
for any county fail to fulfil the provisions of this act, and should 
no other school in the county be selected in its place, the superin
tendent is hereby authorized to hold a normal institute not exceed
ing ten days, at any suitable place in said county ; pro·oided, he 
shall receive satisfactory assurances that not less than one hundred 
students desire to attend the same ; and he may draw the amount 
appropriated for the normal school of such county, to defray the 
expenses of said institute. 

SEcT. 6. All parts of the original act inconsistent with this act 
are hereby repealed. 

[Approved February 28, 1861.] 

An act to amend chapter eleven of the revised statutes relating to common schools. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Legis
lature assembled, as follows : 

SECT. 1. Sections seventeen and eighteen of the eleventh chap
ter of the revised statutes are hereby amended by inserting in each 
section after the words "municipal officers," the words, or any 
justice of the peace. 

SECT. 2. Section twenty-six of said chapter is hereby amended 
by adding to said section the words, and any school district main
taining graded schools may raise money for the support of its 
schools as provided in this section for districts composed of two or 
more districts. 

SEcT. 3. Section forty-nine of said chapter is amended by strik
ing out of the twelfth item of said section the words "if their 
reports are printed.'' 

SECT. 4. Section sixty-seven of said chapter is amended by sub
stituting for said section the words following: He shall receive 
a salary of ten hundred dollars, and for traveling and other ex
penses the sum of five hundred dollars, to be paid quarterly on the 
first days of April, July, October and January. 

SECT. 5. Section six of the normal school act, approved March 
twentieth, eighteen hundred and sixty, is hereby repealed. 

[Approved March 16, 1861.] 
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An act in aid of schools in the Madawaska territory. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives in Legi~i
lature assembled, as follows : 

SECT. I. The five thousand dollars retained in the state treasur:y 
for the benefit of the inhabitants of the Madawaska territory as 
their share of the surplus revenue, distributed to the inhabitants 
of this state in the year eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, shall 
remain in the treasury as a permanent fund for the support of 
schools in said territory. 

SECT. 2. The governor and council are hereby constituted 
trustees of said fund, and they are hereby authorized and in
structed to pay out and expend in said territory the sum of three 
hundred dollars annually for the purpose named in the first section 
of this act, in such sums and at such times as in their discretion 
they may deem fit and proper. 

SECT. 3. The above sum of three hundred dollars annually shall 
be in full satisfaction for any and all claims which the inhabitants 
of said territory h.ave upon the state by reason of the aforesaid. 
surplus revenue. 

[Approved March 15, 1861.] 

Resolve relating to school books. 

WHEREAS, the inhabitants of this state are subje,.cted to a heavy 
expense and to various other inconveniences by the frequent 
changes made in the text books used in our public schools, and 
whereas this want of uniformity and permanency interferes with 
the best progress of public education, therefore 

Resolved, That the superintendent of common schools be in
structed to make special examination of this whole subject, and 
present the result of his inquiries in his next annual report, with a 
view to such future legislation as may be deemed expedient. 

[Approved March 7, 1861. 
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Amity, 
Ashland, 
Bridgewater, 
Fort Fairfield, 
Hodgdon, 
Houlton, 
Linneus, 
Littleton, 
Lyndon, 
Masardis, 
Maysville, 
Monticello, 
New Limerick, 
Orient, 
Presque Isle, 
Smyrna, 
Washburn, 
Weston: 

105 

200 
398 
410 
799 
340 
205 
117 

72 
302 
188 
104 
112 
307 

146 
178 

94 

76 
257 
216 
536 
196 

46 

95 
54 
84 

165 

57 
92 

68 

68 
181 
173 
327 
120 

35 

62 
36 
70 

llO 

341 
75 

581 381 9.31 8. 

251 20 13. 12. 
213 151 12.1 10. 
236, 157 11. 9.3 
442 317 14.5 13. 
194, 120 10. 7 8.8 

71 

20 
38 

521 -
- 11. 

7.4 

16 14. 12. 
31 12.4 7.5 
-- 16. -

1=6 l~ll 10~ I 9~5 
85 56 12. 8.9 
65 50 11.4 12. 

Bl I 21 1 

4 - 411 
9 - 6 2 

9 - 812 
9 - 8 3 
9 1 6 2 

21 1 
31 -! 2, -

8 - 4 2 
4 - 3 2 
2 1 2 -
8 -, 4 2 

tlE 
1 

O""O 
i:;: 0 ..... ,,, ~-...... o 
p:,...., 

!~. 
{l) 0 

~~ 
• t:," 

0 

~ 
~ 

750 00 

~t.:rj 
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,!""''"d 
a, 

~t:I 
c, p.. 
• a, 
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a, 
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~· 
~ 

z z g,'"g ~ 
:? :? O""'"': 
g,g,~~~ 
S ;:;> p,~o 
e> 8 ::r'...., 
~ ll> ~ s 
eT" ;' M ~ 

~ ~ ~: 
g" ~ ~-: 
~ ~ a1g. 
. ~ ~ 
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O""' ll> 
0 '"d (JQ 
p:, a, {l) 
....... 00 

?' ::a O a,...., 
a,;;, 

.F 8 
a, i;o ~c:, {l) .......... 
i:;: a, 

~.~ 
~ ir 

l r g.~ 
...... 0. 

~o g,,g, 
a,...., "'p,. 
.,,. :;- p ..... 

• ~ ci ~ 
~ .. ~ [ 

:~ g- ~·1· g" p, ::a 
"' t:," ~ ::;:· 

t:," 

7 55\ 2\ Rh fi sol 2 5oll 30\ -

28 00 
30 00 

160 00 
99 62 

- 41 -3 917 33 
61117 00 
412123 50 
5 914 60 

:I ~115 _oo 

2 251 50 
2 121 50 
2 201 03 
2 651 59 
2 281 15 

1 92!1 25 

1 80 1 5 17 00 1 80 l 00 
10 00 - 5 - 1 80 1 43 

5 00 1 2 15 00 2 00 1 72 
- 4 7 22 00 2 35 1 7 5 

7 001 3l 2118 53[ 2 5011 30 
14 00 3 5115 67 2 00 1 00 
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t~ 
00 

0 
0 
t.-' 

~ 
0 
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m 
0 
~ 
0 
0 
t"-1 
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Bancroft pl., 
Barker, 
Belfast Academy,. 
Benedicta, 
Buchanan, 
Crystal, 
Dion, 
Daigle, 
Dayton, 
Dyer Brook, 
Eagle Lake, 
Eaton, 
Fort Kent, 
Forestville, 
Fremont, 
Golden Ridge, 
Grant Isle, 
Hamlin, 
Haynesville, 
Island Falls, 
Leavitt, 
Letter B, R. 1, 
Limestone, 
~Iacwahoc, 
Madawaska, 
Mapleton, 
M2rril1, 
Moluncus, 
Nashville, 

107 80 60 

115 91 63 
101 76 50 
44 -

119 611 45 
547 

. 37 

57 
1641 641 51 
275 -
101 25 17 
137 36 30 
231 36 25 
261 12 6 
215 

40 19 11 
38 - -

159 108 57 
70 18 10 

106 - . -

3791 471 47 
115 19 15 

24 
17, 

42 

72 
61 

87 

70 

47 
59 

33 

80 

40 

36113.2112. I 31 -I 2, -

541 9. 110. 
49 17. 12. 

69
1 

8. I 9. 
- 13. 14. 

4 1 3 21 1 
2 - 2 - 2 
3 - 1 - 1 
4 - 2 2 

58i 12. 

-16.5 

12~ I ;I =1' ~i 21 1 
- I _11 _ - -' -

3 - 1 1 
36 7.8 
35, 12. 
- 14. 

8.21 71 -11 1 
6. - - 1 1 

6 
3\ -1 1\ 1 

27110. 9.31 31 =1 = 
35112. 11. :_ = 21 2 
- 12. - 11 - -
32, 11. 11. 21 - 1 

10. - 5 - ~1 1, -

_ 12. ~ ~ ~ r 

414 00 
160 00 
300 00 

175 00 

25 001 l' 4116 001 3 llil 121 -

2 5.114-00 1-75,.1 40 
- 1 - 1 50~ 50 I 

2 4117 00 1 92:1 50 

11 1/ - I 1 751 75 

--·1 -1 -
11 li20 00 

11 =115-00 

4 _ 32j :jl :\17 oo 
9 001 - 1 

5 00 

-13 

1 41
1

15-00 
l -11-~o oo 

1 i\12_00 

=I 
-1 

1_so
1

2 ~o, -

- 11 25 
1 50,l 50 
2 33,

1

1 50 
1 71 85 

2 _ 17\I ~o 
2 00,1 00 
1 5011 50 
- /1 75 

2 501 75 

2=5°J1 00 
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~ 
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AROOSTOOK COUNTY, (CONTINUED.) I 
- -~---------------
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2., s~I ~~/ ~;:1-5·;1 s.>-~>I, ~>:~ -zTz-r;1i~-: g-~ ·1- .. 8' .. yJ 1~1z:s,1.s~ls,~~ 1.;~-,·~zl 
i+:,,- ;S ~ I 5 f; I E ~ :;i f g ~ ; ~ g- ~ ? i ? i ? f o I ::... ? I ~ ~ f ~~ I ? I ? ~· .. ~ o~ ~ rr~ J3 ~ ~ g- ? ~ I-' [1 j E:3 ,........ 8 ""1 l -· ....... I ro ~ 0 ..,_ I C" _, o ~ ) ~ -~ C"'T' O I e...- u c:i I O [ O C S ~ C ~ ~ ~ .- j O O 

i ;j ~ g I ~ o Ct' ~ / ~ c-:, I ..., f!'< t;;'" g I oo g ...., ,, ' :::., ;:, j s;"' ,-..~ ' p;" S, j ;.;., g, I ,_,, ...,, I :::; ? '" !::; ..; "' eo ;::',, j ::;;' ...._, 
j ~;;. ..., • ~ '"' ,~ " ~ ' g; o -·CIQ I -·er:. I ~ ' ~ I g; /er~ f "' "' "' ,,, / ? c, S I 2' ~ ~ o Q. :al c ~,..,.. I ,. 9: 
~ ~ ~ I ~- 9 ~~ ~ I : ? s ~~ ~ ~ I ~ & I i I ~ I ~~ I ~ .: g I ; ~ ~ I ~ 8 : . ~ ~~ . ~ ;; ~ ~ I ci ; ! 
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• ;:: .~ : ~ I~ I ~ (C ~ ~ ~ .. 1 ~ 7 
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~:;: ,g I J;; '"'I w • 1 ,~ ~ ,. ; I ::; Zi;'( ~ ~'-I ___________ J ______ 1 __ 1 __ ! __ 1 
__ : __ i_l __ 

1
1_1 __ 1 _________ I· I_ "' ___ 1 __ , _ _:_ 

I I ' I I I I I I ' I I I I 
No. 11, R. 1, pl., 84:j 421 - I 45i - 110. I 8. 1 2 1 -! _I _ I - I - - - 1 87 1 oo, 
No. 9, R. 6, 451 35 25 40 1 30 10. ; 10. I 2'1 11111 \ 12 00

1

1

11 -
1
16 ooi -- 12 ool 

Portage Lake, 751 - -1 -1 -1
1 

- -12 -1 - - - - -J -1 - I - I -

Reed - - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - · - f - I 
Sarsfi"1d, 211! 156 110

1 
31 1 25. G. I s. 1 5! -f 4 2 1 60 oo - j 1 I 2

1
16 oo! 1 50 I 501

1 

St. Francis, 105\ 40 301 - / - 1
1 

- I j -[ -
1 

- - - - -I -1 - f' - -

Van Buren, 308 - - - , - - 1 -1 -1 -, -1 -l - I -, - - - -

Baldwin, 
Bridgton, 
Brunswick, 
Cape Elizabeth, 
Casco, 
Cumberland, 
Falmouth, 

4331 250 
1013[ M=7 
179211073 
1212 570 
443 140 
632 310 
692 361 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 
4:901 2921 2341 IO.I 9.2UI 11111 IJ 
432! 566: 4311

1 
8.8 8.9:.20 2,

1

20 91 
89011076! 887 9.8 10.225 -2826 
4901 8Goi 77 5 10. 9 12. 7112 -112 8[ 

- ') 100 ool s;i2:18 43: 1 s:1·1 w 2 
- 150 00 l1

1

26'112 25 1 80Jl 7 5 
1 365 00 1

1 

100 oo 21jss12s 7513 S5j2 25'1 1 
- ] 80 00 ll 1171135 001 3 50:2 00 2 

I 300 001 95 00 71918 0011 75
1

11 421 IW 1391' 1671 9.3 10.110 -19 3i 
2t101403 284] 9.4 10.112 3 10 8 
285 493 305 9. 7 11.3 13 -13, 8 

- - 7 12 27 00 2 50 I 50 
I 1000 00. 148 fi0,11 .1-0!25 00. 2 50) 87

1 

00 
0 

0 
0 
t;.., 

""" ~ t-<-, 

0 z 
m 
0 
~ 
0 
0 
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F1•ppnn1·t .. -0-.. ----, 
Gorham, 
Gray, . 
Harpswell, 
Harrison, 
Naples, 
New Gloucester, . 
North Yarmouth, 
Otisfield, 
Portland, 
Pownal, 
Raymond, 
Scarborough, 
Sebago, 
Standish, 
Westbrook, 
Windham, 
Yarmouth, 

Avon, 
Carthage, 
Chesterville, 
Farmington, 
Freeman, 

I 100.J.I 11191 4f\')J f\~11 47RI 10 <fl ~ Fn RI -1171 ~I -1 - I 911n 00114!')1 '.')~ 1,i! 9 ~rn!l f\Ql 11 

i2si 61914841 5s21

1 

458 ii411i:7
12sl Ji11 51 - -25 oo:i1Ss 122 ;;1 2 371i 5ol ii 

703 427, 302
1 

488 3G8 10.6 11.4 .. 111 -
1

111 7
1

1 1 219 00 139 0312.14::.22 32! 2 00
1
1 50

1 

1 
591 320

1

1 255 421[ 325 10.8 9.5161-112 4 - - 12i15!20 00 1 5511 75 
463 271 229 296. 257 10.1 10.2 rn 214 3 - - - s!14 1 17 oo 2 06 1 28 
550 327 263 3881 302 10.1 9.5.121 113 4 - - 23s oo 8:141.,14 5o 1 7 5ll1 33

1 

-

1 
626 335 24914111 323 10.5 11.51311111 7 - - 1212,.:21 20 1 80 1 56 1 
391 - - 217 174 11.9 10.5! 7 3 7 5 - 100 00 51 9 26 00 2 0511 50 -
409 2-11 185 2G3i 226 10. 12.212. 1

1

121 8. - - - 6
1 

7)9 20 1 64 85 -
9689i'4635:3598i4783'3601 21. 20. I 11 * ,1201181 - 6130 00110;74

1
67 37i 5 781 - I Alli 

422 173
1

1 291 3641 293 8.8 10.5: 911 3i121 31 - - 74 54 9; 9i20 56 1 92il 62 -1 

I 
518 331 172 321 357 9.5 9. 111 -.11, 2 - - 9il5 1 19 50 2 70'1 41 -
710 312 2501 39) 27·! 12.3 12.3,111 Uo 71 - - 85 001101 9!20 70 3 6011 63 - ,. 
3831 2081 1d 269! 210 9.6 7 .2 9

1 

11 9
1 

61 1 500 oo 49 4 71 71 s:n ool 1 7811 041 _I ~ 
776 436 3451 4411 345 11.9 11. lrn

1 

1!rn10 -[ - 72 23·12irn1rn 66 2 101 37 1 
-' r1 

1777 825 63718731720 11.3 14.8'151 _1171 9 1, 3000 oo - lrn22!33 59 4 56 2 40 21 8 
950 513 394 657 514 10. 7 11.11rn

1 

-lrn
1

10 2
1

1 1400 oo 400 00;14121118 02 2 011 25 -1 ~ 
701 352 257 443 344 14.9 13.11 7 2:10 8 - - 125 001 5116 24 00 2 87 2 50 3 

3271 142J 1 J2: 257 
167. 115 1 79

1

1 137 
3821 2621200 300 

10951 917 500! 900 
2601 638 801 236 

FRANKLIN COUNTY. 
184:J 6.5 9.3 131 1 111 81 1

1 108, 9.8 8.9 7 - 5 4 -
2261 9.9 9.112 1 di 6 
475110. 9. 15 5 251201· -
141: 10.1 11. 9 - 9 4 

185 OOJ 56 00

1

'131

1

10!12 OOi 1 20 1 25,I -
_ I _ 4 6 14 20: 1 26 1 25 
- - I 6,17)8 33 1 96 1 111 
-

1

2000 00:24!
1

30. 1s 001
1 

2 50i1 25! 1 
- 65 00

1

1l 9 15 40 1 34rl 061 

* City not divided into territorial school districts. c,,::, 
t,-L 



FRANKLIN COUNTY, (CONTINUED.) 
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'!' ~ ~ ~ ~ § i • [ ~ • 88 . ~ I :r. ~· 1 ~ • ~ g; !';: ~. g" I g.. ;. ~ ~ a!' g' '1 p., :::l 
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--------------!---'--!--__ 1 ____ 1_1 ____________ 1_1_1---·---'--'-
Industry, . . 2981 rnoJ 118

1
.: 251 1821 7. 71 _ 8.8l13] 110j 6 - - 25 oo/1 

5:15 20 sol 1 611.1 051 -
Jay, . . . 60611 279[ 246: 418 3221. 9.5

1

10.5:201. 514)0 -

1 

- 182 0011118
1

18 oo: 1 62jl 25; -
Kingfield, . . 223 1251 89: 171 127: 10.4 1

1
11.61 6\. - 5 1

, 4 - - 74: OOj 5.1
1 

5
1
18 50 1.I 1 50; 98 1

1 
-

1 Madrid, 209 92j 75. 164 126: 7. 
1 

10. 8 1 

- 5 1 3 - - 40 001 5 1 8,12 60 1 38il 00! -
1 New Sharon, 641: 375] 296 550 397: 10. ! 9.519: 2:181 6: - - 1 128 00 9 2421 88 2 331 50! -

New Vineyard, 296. 156i 107, 233 172 8. I 8.5112 31 8! 5i 1 300 ool 24 001 4,15
1
20 25 1 751 251 -[ 

Phillips, 668; 312; 248
1 

484 393 8.5
1 

9.3

1

1 rni 4116:11! 1 250 00

1

1 160 00
1
16

1
16.:15 oo.: 1 75,1 00 1 

_

1 

Rangely, 1001 51! 36! 86 61 9. 111. 4i - 1 4j 31 - - 45 OOj 3
1 

413 oo; 1 40.1 10
1 

-

Salem, 159 1 64! 48; 131 100 9. 8.81 5! 1 6 -1 - - 27 251 51 2.14 40: 2 25! 98 -
Strong, 297j 126

1 

101: 260

1

: 205 9.6i 10.5
1 

9j 4 71 4
1

1 1 240 001 100 ool 5[.10.16 551 1 78:1 061 11 
Temple, 248j 126, 104 152 124 7. I 7 .3110] 1 Si 4 - - 40 181 6ilO 14 66; 1 30

1

1 001 -1 
Weld, 4W 195 135' 350 250 9.6i 9.9 ll: Mll 41 - 55 50! 911214 50 1 321 201 -
Wilton, 613'! 348, 252, 560j 402 9. I 11. 115: 3:17! s\ 1 900 00 100 00

1

,15
1

1

18,18 15'; 1 58
1
11 12'! 2i 

Dall~s pl., 631 27i 33 261 ~4, 8.8i 11. 4: 4; li 11 - - 14 OOil li 2112 00 1 OOil ooi -
Eustis, 123 861 68 52: 08 - - I -r - -I _, - - - _I -I - - i - I -

Lett~r E, 4 7j 22: 17 22! 18 G. 4. fl 2i _I 2; -1 -1 - / - 1! 2;io 00 1 06; 95' 21 
Perkms, 45I! - j - 351 26 - 8. 3: -I 2

1

1 2 1 135 001 - li 1114 00 1 50 1 00
1 

-

Rangely, 22, - , - 11. 9 10. l 1! 1! -, -, -, - , 5 00 l: -10 00 - 11 50 -
1 
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Sandy River pl., 
Washington, 
No. 6, 

Amherst, 
Aurora, 
Bluebill, 
Brookline, 
Brooksville, 
Bucksport, 
Castine, 
Cranberry Isles, 
Deer Isle, 
Dedham, 
Eastbrook, 
Eden, 
Ellsworth, 
Franklin, 
Gouldsboro ugh, 
Hancock, 
Mariaville, 
Mount Desert, 
Orland, 
Otis, 
Penobscot, 
Sedgwick, 

76'1 43'1· 32i, 35; 22120. ·110.1· 41, -1 21 11 -,' 
24 - - I - i - - - -i - -1 -1 -
33 101 - 16[ - I - - 2[ -1 -1 -, -

- I - J 11 si10 90I' 1 ss:1 oo. -

=! =I = = i = 

HANCOCK COUNTY. 

I 159 1151 93 1211 871 9. i 9.11 4! -I 3! 3'1 - I - I 3] 5
1

121 00
1

j 2 48',l 25 -1 
107 85 60 46 311' 14. I 8. '. 31 -i 31 3 -- 8 00 21 L!,122 001 2 33!1 20 -I 
805 4881 381 492, 4371 11.11 7 .8181 -:17' 8 - I - 1u118;26 50i 2 rn:i 30 -I 
420 262 1 209 2911 2081 9.3\ 7 .1\10\ - 1 9\ 4\ - - - . 6\ 8;23 22: 2 271 56. -
5871 srnl 242 3851 so5I 10.6! 8.4i14i -

1

1s1 41 2
1 

400 ool - I n420 ool 2 05!1 ool -
1477 88ol G56 8651 658[ 11. I L1:.2:17j 1:211101 -I - I 250 ootn!21(35 251 3 5611 751 1! 

520 298i 237\ 323i: 2591
1 

17 .2\ 20.~I 4i': -i 6! 6I -1 - I 200 001 5\ 6:!·16 GO! ? 00,2 251 11 
169 14:1 1191 1281111 11.5, 12 uj. -i - 41 1

1 
-, -

1

, 56 00 11 4
1
,28 001 2 19

1
1 601 -, 

1666 - • - ' - - I -- - :30; -I _! _J 41 2500 00 - - - - I - I - I -
1 

204 124 291 1161 91114. 7 .61 71 -1 4
1 

2'i -1 - I - I 31 gi,23 001 2 21_ II 50
1

1 -1 
91 62 LJ:71 58 50 16. 15. 31 - 2 2

1 
- - [ 5 001 3 3,24 ool 2 00

1

1 00
1 

-I 1 534 333, 2rn1 312· 21sl 10.s s. 114! _,J 31 -
1 

- 53 3oi s,16:27 5o! 2 1B:2 oo -
22so 11,15 905.12151 965l 10.51

1 

u.5:21t 1
1

24i15I: 3/ 5000 00

1

1 

- [15i26j38 00 1 4 25j2 ooj 3j 
426 271 213 1631 132110.6 8.2110 -I 6 3 - - 23 OOi 5i 8:26 001

1 

2 231 571 -
723 406 344

1 

362i 324 10.4 9.5

1

1

17 2•'14 6 1

1
: - - , 150 00

1

· 8113!20 80 1 go 1 15

1

, 1 
433 208 160 263 1 222 9.4 8.5 7 - 7 4

1 
1 350 OOI 50 00, 6 9j24 701 2 21 l 33 

21s 1591 118 140 122 :___ - 5 - 5 41 - - - I 2 6',26 001 2 501 25 

p,.
hj 
~ 
t:,j 
z 
~ r 

100 156 1so 2s4l 242 7- .3 8. 3: 12] -i1 1 o 21 1 350 ooi 7 5 ooi J 11 j26 36j 2 25 1 251 -/ 
800 520 400 600 450 10. 7 9.8118i -15 8 - 1

1

. - 1 175 00,10 18

1

:27 00 1 2 251 75 1 
81 38 38 54 54 4. 18. 7l 3i _ 2 2 _ _ I 6 62' 2 318 0011 331 27 -\ 

694 390 314 489 413' n.1 7.4131 M3 si - - 75 00
1
12 u 25 5o, 1 951 sol -' 

644 342 344 373 300111.2 10.6101 J10, 21 _I - 68 osi sl13i26 s1I 2 2s 1 23[ -! g; 



HANCOCK COUNTY, (CONTINUED.) 
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Showing the populaHon and valuation of the several towns for 1860, and the amount of school money raised by taxation\' 

or derived fr:1" other sources. I 
ANDROSCOGGIN COUNTY. 
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Bancroft pl., . l 3041 - I 185 00] 2 60]1 73 32 00] 100 00) - I _- I 10 00 
Belfast Academy, 2871 - 171 601 - \1 50 36 89! - I - l~ 00 9 59 
Benedicta, 307' 39 00

1

-145 201 38 10 001 30 oo - 8 00 -
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200 - 00 1 50 -6)1-67 

- - - - I 

Crystal, 249 - 27 07 - 3 75 29 50 5 501 
Daigle, - - - - - - - I 

Dion, 1,032 - - - - - - - - 7 00, 
Dayton, - - - - - - - - I 
Dyer Brook, - - - - - - - -
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Eaton, 320 - 100 00 -92 00 61 45 34 - -
Eagle Lake, - - - - - - - -
Fort Kent, 679 - - - - - - - -

1-ool Fremont, 338 200 001 -2 80.l 461 35 001 - - 25 00 :,.... 
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Leavitt, - - - I - - -
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Madawaska, 585 - - - - 80 19 - - - 4_oo/ 
Merrill, - - - - -

Moluncus, 61 - - - - - - -
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Nashville, - - - - - - - - - -

I Portage Lake, -- - - - - en 
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AROOS'I100K COUNTY, (CONTINUED.) 
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FRANKLIN COUN'11Y, (CoN1'INUED.) 
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Sandy River, i l 76J - Ii 100 001 -5 60
1
:1 3L 27 00) 20 001 9 251 29 251 4 00/' 

Eustis, I - I - , - - - I 40 95 - - -- -
I 

HANUOCK COUNTY. I 
Amherst, . 3811: 50,046[ 250 00 39 60 11 57 50 76 81 43] - \ - 4 ooi 
Aurora, 277 40,272! 200 00 33 80 1 87 37 50 48 60 - - 5 50

1

1 

Bluebill, 1,994 358, 176[ 1,200 00 3 60 1 Ml 274 07 100 00 - 61 37 
Brookline, 1,043 136,476[ 700 00 75 201 67 141 78 40 81 12 00 11 OOi 
Brooksville, 1,4-28 H)8,998[ 860 00[ 3 20 1 46 232 46 - 1 431 
Bucksport, 3,554 975,1371 2,500 001 367 6011 69 4!33 35 75 00 600 00· 50 00 150 00

1

1 
Castine, 1,357 764,571 1 2,500 0011,685 8014 80 178 21 68 00 - - f:; 
Cranberry Isles, 347 53,710 169 80:' -39 2011 00 52 14 - 130 00 3 OOI ~ 
Deer Isle, . 3,592 362,520 2,15 11: 00 -1 2011 30 559 00 - - - - 8 
Dedham, L195 9,1,388 350 00 53 0011 71 73 76 68 98 50 00 - 22 501
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Eastbrook, 221 29,354 100 00- 32 60 1 09 - 10 00 - 3 00 
Eden, 1,247 158,464 800 oof 51 80 111 50 179 37 62 67 20 oo 210 oo 19 95 
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1
1,205 20

1

1 75 743 06 - 900 00 - 255 00.I 
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- I 19 851 
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1
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Mount Desert, 917 129,839 553 80 3 601 38 137 72, 50 00 - 22 00: 
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1 

Penobscot, 1,557 193,37 51 934 20 - 1 35 253 14 42 15 - 45 00, 2 00' 
Sedgwick, 1,223 192,0181 800 00[' 66 201\1 47 196 25[1 36 311 15 0011 25 00

1

! 35 861 
Sullivan, 862 135,994 486 00 -31 201 74 94 00 80 00 - 34 00 7 OOi ~ 
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Surry, 1,3221 164,022-

1

. 800 00; 6 80:l 4:'ti 193 89'I 91 54j 2,t 00. - I 38 501 
rrremont, I, 768i 192,984, 1,237 60; 176 80 1

1

1 Gli 255 47, - I 100 00
1

1 60 00 33 001 
rrrenton, . l ,4001 240,667/ 723 00';-117 00,l 20: 189 oo: - \ -

1 

24 00: 
Waltham, . 3741 44,092) 236 LWi 12 00:1 45!! 51 741 78 24[ - 1

1 2 501 
Hog Island, 8: 3501 - I . - I - - I - i - - - I 
Long Island, 188j 4,500: 90 00: -22 80i 821 49 00, 10 ool -

1 
- - I 

Swan Island, 492,

1 

21 ,829/
1 

300 oo: 4 80/1 231 70 511 - 46 OOi 88 00 8 00
1

1 

.. Wetmore lsle, 399 44,143 300 00; 60 60[1 57 64 63!1 

- I - 10 00 
No. 7, 114 - 1 60 oo\ -8 40 1 54 13 20 - s 551 - - 1 

No.IO,: · .. : 33 6,0001 1200J -7801109 306f - -
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450 -J 
No. 21, M~ddle D~v~s~on, 5.,1-( 10,000,

1 

30 001 -2 ,1:oj1 36, 8 12
1

1 

- - I - I 1 Ou; 
No. 33, Middle D1v1s10n, 961 18,0001 - I - 1 - I - - - 1 - - j 
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Belgrade, 1,592 341,04A,/ 1,03°1 00 78 80 1 731 200 31/ -- - I 45 00 
Benton, 1,183 175,5261 goo oo mo 20 1 so ms 00

1 

- 125 oo - ! 21 oo 
Chelsea, l,024i 181,550 1 650 00 35 60 l 55 137 04 - 50 00 - 30 00 
China, 2,720 1 555,976 1,725 oo 93 oo 1 2s 473 d - 200 oo 75 oof L10 oo 
Clinton, . 1,803[ 270,1'11 l,OiG 00 ---:15 SO l 53 2GG 641 100 00 24 74, 30 25 
Farmingdale, 896: 333,359 100 oo rn2 1rn 2 1s 109 97 - 2s oo - I 1s oo 
Fayette, 910\ 222,583 660 00 114 00 2 17 103 14 - 97 90 10 00 27 00 
Gardiner, . 4,4n 1/,23,561

1 

3,500 oo s13 86 2 14
1 

557 971 - 150 .oo - i 100 oo 
Hallowell, 2,4351 1,os5, 142\ 2,000 oo 53a 00

1
2 47 216 10

1 

- 400 oo - I 1,1 oo 
Litchfield, 1,704; 475,149 1,025 00 2 601 95 208 77 - 50 00 31 00 
Manchester, srni 295,7921 100 oo 212 20\2 76 86 911 - 200 oo - I 23 oo 
:Monmouth, 1,854: 501,989

1 

1,155 oo ,t2 co11 80 215 54! 150 oo 100 001 15 oo[ 43 oo 
Mt. Vernon, 1,4701 315,1861 890 00 8 00 1 68 179 14; - 86 00 21 00, 37 00 

~ 
Pittston, 2,6191 Gl9, 711\ 1,600 oo 28 60!1 521 368 15! 100 oo 40 00 1 60 oof "'\? 

"'J 
Readfield, . 1,510, 505,807' 1,200 00 2!Jci 00:2 39 17 5 63 - 325 00 20 00 ,'18 501 t'rj 

z Rome, 864: 128,417 550 00 32 60[1 39 130 271 - 25 00 - JO 50 cl 
1, 784: 508,912 1,800 00 728 60 12 Gi 243 44[ - 100 00 10 00 72 901 H 

Sidney, ~ 
V assalborough, . 3,18Ii 737,020 2,000 00 91 Li:011 69 38;3 68i - llOO 00 50 00 90 00 
Vienna, 878 151,024 526 80 - 1 56 120 46! - 200 00 30 00 23 50 
Waterville, 4,302! 1, 348, 3301 2, 500 oo SM sol 1 ool 546 oo; - 1 oo oo 72 851 
Wayne, 1,194! 256,032 820 00 103 GO; 1 83, 159 72 - 215 00 54 00 35 50 
West Gardiner, 1,296: 298,4961 800 00 22 4011 55[ 192 87: 175 00 30 00 25 25 
Windsor, . 1,548i 2H,oo 11 1,0,, 5 so 117 0011 83 211 oo; - - 31 001 
Winslow, . 1,739: L109,712j 1,100 00 56 GOil 55 239 23 320 00 25 00 50 001 
Winthrop, 2,338 769,0181 1,573 M 170 21j2 00 26 l 90 170 2"1 791 !l51 65 00 45 oo, 
Clinton Hore, 219' 13,135[ 150 00 12 6011 66 28 76 - 7 00 - 4 501 
Unity pl., 54: 10,388 50 00 17 60 12 94 7 32 - - 1 50 1 00 
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Appleton, . . . . I 1,5731 2fi3,3471 943 so'i - 11 451 323 32 1 
- 1100 oo 

Camden, . . . . 4,5881 1,062,228.1 2,825 oo: 232 2oj1 40 676 74\ 69 36 1200 00 
Cushing, . . . . 7961 103,54 7 483 00 5 4011 65 101 51 
Friendship, . . . 770 123,506 400 00 1 -62 00

1

1 51 77 451 - 55 00 
Hope, . . . . 1,065 241,094 650 oof 11 0011 50 152 27 - 40 oo 
North Haven,' 951 146,4461 57 5 00 4 4011 42 131 29 190 00 168 00 
Rockland, . 7 ,315 2,614,861 5,500 00 1,111 00 2 06 930 861 - 500 00 
South Thomaston, 1,615

1 

343/162 1,000 00 31 00 1 53 222 99 - 92 00 
St. George, 2, 716/ 343,152 1,629 00 -601 44 378 64 - 10 00 
Thomaston, 3,620· 2,053,5731 2,500 00 328 00 2 32 367 00 
Union, . 1,958 510,737 1,180 00 5 401 45 242 60 
Vinalhaven, 1,667 198,803

1 

1,000 00 -:,W 1 53 
Warren, . 2,321 909,254 1,392 60 1 49 214 OOI 200 00 
·washington, . 1,662( 270,616 1,058 60 61 40 1 66 124 001 -
Matinicus Isle, . 276! 17 ,539

1 
165 60 - 1 56 34 84 -

Muscle Ridge pl., 183 20,6591 33 00 -76 80 82 18 201 -
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LINCOLN COUNTY. I 

Alna, . 8071 223,3101 550 00 65 SOil 93. 100 15 - 40 00 - 23 50 
Boothbay, 2,857 403,933 1,502 40 - 11 37 376 94 253 00 33 00 37 7 51 
Bremen, 908 122,466 544 80 - 1 28

1 
114 71 - 1.7 5 00 20 00/ 

Bristol, . 3,010 422,580 1,750 00 -56 001 27 457 48 - 200 00 956 00 7 5 00 
Damariscotta, 1,366 601,198 1,000 00 180 40jl 70 196 60 - 100 00 - 36 00 
Dresden, 1,248 328,474 855 00 106 20,1 80 189 48 - - - 20 00 
Edgecomb, 1,112 179,225 738 60 - •1 54 162 08 - 50 00 - 21 00 
Jefferson, 2,122 404,908 1,273 20 - 1 46 310 50 - 75 00 100 OOj 50 00 
Newcastle, 1, 792 648,991 1,200 00 124 801 82 249 38 552 00 250 00 - 7 5 00 
N obleborough, 1,437 261, 7 45 844 80 -17 4011 43 202 68 
Somerville, 606 65,047 334 90 -28 '70:l 34 84 25 - - - 13 401 
Southport, 708 130,455 375 ·oo -49 80'1 28 104 56 - 60 ·oo 20 oo 12 oo ~ 

I ~ Walboborough, 4,569 1,010,447 3,000 00 258 60jl 31 804 65 - 120 00 ~ 
Westport, 798 150,664 480 oo 1 201 41 119 78 - - 50 oo 15 00

1 

~ 
Whitefield, 1,883 392,809 1,400 00 276 20!1 39 274 75 - 35 00 - 46 00! ~ 
Wiscasset, 2,318 806, 749 1,400 00 9 20il 69 282 00 100 00 7 50 00 - 23 ool ~ 
Monhegan Isle pl., 195 23, 740 120 38 3 38!,l 82 18 95 
Muscongus and other islands, 130 - - - -

OXFORD COUNTY. 
Albany, 853 140,847 500 00 -11 80 11 48/ 118 09 38 101 40 00 20 00 20 00 
Andover, . 7 48 91,153 455 00 6 80 1 63j 99 09 21 00 7 5 00 61 00 25 00 
Bethel, 2,523 580,330 1,513 80 - 1 581 320 09 36 00 - 7 5 55 
Brownfield, 1,398 237, 713 818 20 -20 601 45 190 00 115 00 - - 12 00 
Buckfield, 1, 705 504, 794 1,025 00 2 00 1 65 189 48 119 44 50 00 - 55 00 
Byron, 323 19,968 180 00 -13 8011 43 - 18 00 2 50 3 50 -
Canton, 1,025 221,361 615 00 - 1 67 133 53 61 28 150 00 20 00 28 15 ;:i 
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Denmark, I 1,171 200,5661 800 0011 9~ 4011 631168 5111 32 ssi 103 goo 1 

• 

Dixfield, 1,181 219,664 600 00-108 6011 33 157 18 59 78 - -
Fryeburg, 1,625

1

1 550,593/ 1,200 ooi 225 00/1 84 237 54 80 oo/ 300 00 -
Gilead, 347 63,484 225 00

1

- 16 80/1 47 50 oo 15 ool 42 oo 76 oo 
Grafton, . lll 23,298/ 65 00, -1 60 1 66

1 
11 17 - - -

Greenwood, 878

1

- 119,410l1 671 oo:
1 

144 2011 66/1 128 58 23 25 20 90 49 00 
Hanover, 257 45, 702, 155 00, 80

1
1 40 - - 30 00 85 60 

Hartford, 1,155 259,913 708 ool 15 0011 57/ 135 00 28 84 - -
Hebron, 895 218,566 540 001 3 00\1 70, 104 89 300 00 365 00 60 00 
Hiram, 1,283 240,158 769 00

1 
-80il 47[ 180 02 - 75 00 50 00 

Lovell, 1,339 272,854! 803 40[ - !I 381 200 31 83 00 100 00 50 00 
Mason, 136 21,84 7 86 001 4 40;I 30i 20 30 - - -
Mexico, 671 84, 722/ 300 00

1

-102 60 1 36: 68 60 39 85 25 00 -
Newry, 474 87,638[ 276 001 -8 401 32[ 48 78 39 91 50 001100 00 
Norway, 1,982 510,355[ 1,400 00: 200 801 72: 274 07 13 701 150 00 · -
Oxford, 1,281 305,268 800 OOi 31 40 1 581 163 00 - [ 125 40 -
Paris, 2,828/ 803,564/ 1, 700 ool 3 20 1 681_ 344 80 225 001 450 001 50 001· 
Peru, 1,1211 199,6761 700 O'ol 27 40 1 481 169 86 34 00, - -
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Porter 
Roxbu~y, 
Rumford, 
Stow, 
Stoneham, 
Sumner, 
Sweden, 
Upton, 
vVaterford, 
vV oodstock, 
Franklin pl., 
Hamlin's Grant, 
Milton, 
Andover North Surplus, 

Alton, 
Argyle, 
Bangor, 
Bradford, 
Bradley, 
Brewer, 
Burlington, 
Carmel, 
Carroll, 
Charleston, 
Chester, 

1,240: 
2111 

1,375! 
551 1 

463 
1,154:i 

728; 
2191 

1,4071 
1,025, 

3~~1 
2nl 

66! 

531\ 
580i 

16,408[ 
1,5581 

84.4:: 
2,8361 

579 

1,273.i 
470 

1,430 
339 

186,2Mj 
43 0,151 

744 00: - l 53, 
17 5 00

1
1 48 40 2 33 1 

163 001 100 00 1 125 00 1 
- I 

5 201 65 ooi 65 001 30 oo 
185 79 180 001 140 00 

, I 
285,0181 825 00 - 1 59! 

300 ool -30 60 1 34' so 121, = I 
73,4691 
50,045 

251,329 
195,120 

300 oo. 22 20 1 37; 
100 oo 7 60 1 so! 
500 00 63 20 1 68! 
125 00 - 1 35! 

145 50. 10 29
1
1 10 001 140 00 

98 30 107 951 30 001 -

l~~ ~~I 73-821103 -OOi = 351,189 900 00 55 80 1 73' 
603 00 -10 00 1 75'1 
125 00 -76 00 961 

135 00 - 75 oo: 
45 00 l~t~~~II 

17,680 
28,222 

3,8001 

47 40 - 2 021 
150 00 -12 60 1 39, 

2 00 - 6[ 

8 00 _ I 3 50 
37 90 - - I 67 oo 

9 12 - - 10 00 

PENOBSCOT COUNTY. 
58,1841 318 60\ - 11 401 77 82\ 35 00' 
38, 7181 225 001-123 0011 641 40 42 

6,015,60111.7 ,600 ooi 7 ,7 55 00,13 23 1839 721 -
686,107] 800 00-134 so!1 mt .230 oo 94 68 
116,3001 500 oof -6 40:1 32

1

109 63 -
562,4991 1,351 001 350 6011 30 339 721 50 96 

64,734 1 300 001-47 40;1 09 87 64 256 91 
188,2351 750 oo. -13 so.;1 381 174 59/ 96 oo 

54,513i 300 001 18 001 621 65 64 71 81 
213,4651 800 00 -58 00:1 45, 185 761 119 04 

27 ,902 300 00 96 601 981 50 63 6 00 
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I 
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1 55 

64 ool 

200-0°' 
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PENOBSCOT COUNTY, (CONTINUED.) 
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______________ , ___ , ____ ,_____ ~ --------- g-' . -' ~ -
. 3071 36,5291 200 0011 15 8011 451 43 961

1 

42 001 - I - I 5 501 Clifton, 
Corinna, 
Corinth, 
Dexter, 
Dixmont, 
Eddington, 
Edinburg, 
Enfield, 
Etna, 
Exeter, 
Garland, 
Glenburn, 
Greenbush, 
Greenfield, 
Hampden, 
Hermon, 
Holden, 
Howlanq, 

1,599: 233, 711[ 1,028 64 69 2411 331 229 09 100 oo, 15 001 50 001 54 00 
1, 789'! 313,870' 960 00 1-459 00.1 32 1 437 501 63 001 400 oo 30 oo 40 001 
2,3651 465,023/I 1,425 oof G 00/1 63 295 061 146 sol 200 00

1

· 30 ooi 56 oo 
1,4421 227,741 1,000 oo: 134: sol11 68 202 34 156 ooj· 105 00

1 

- I 27 25 
858 123, 7041 600 00 86 40 1 69 115 04 - 97 43 - 19 00 

48 13,713 50 00 21 201 85 2 72 57 00 
526 4 7 ,886 315 00 -6011 54 68 35 20 00 10 25 17 501 15 50 
850 102,913 500 00

1 

-10 00,l 55 127 98 - I - - 14 70 
1, 784 303,839 1,200 00 129 60[1 93 228 06 160 00

1 

225 00 - 45 00 
1,498 212,531 900 ooj 120 00

1

,2 51 207 70 90 92 125 oo - 33 oo 
141 115,453 500 oo. 55 40 - 1 10s 96/' - , - - 21 5o 
6651 62,813 309 ooi -8·1 ao 11 001101 23 30 ooi - - s OO'i 
359 41,0611 225 00 9 60 1 1 38 50 08 114 00 1 00 11 50i 

3,ossl 587, 7181 2,000 oo\ 149 00!1 53 459 ml -- \1000 001 - I 10 oo\ 
1,432'' 197,1201' 860 OOi 80!1 561189 471 - I 50' 651 28 001 

804 168,938 500 ool 17 6011 53 110 65 19 67j ns ool - I 25 00]
1 

174 34,629 - - - - - - - -
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Hudson, 
Kenduskeag, 
Lagrange, 
Lee, 
Levant, 
Lincoln, 

01 Lowell, 
Mattawamkeag, 
Maxfield, . 
Milford, 
Newburg, 
Newport, 
Oldtown, 
Orono, 
Orrington, 
Passadumkeag, . 
Patten, 
Plymouth, 
Prentiss, 
Springfield, 
Stetson, 
Veazie, 
Winn, 
Drew pl., 
Mattamiscontis, 
Medway, 
McCrillis, . 
Pattagumpus, 
Webster, 

7721 816 
6901 
9371 

1,301 
1,631 

557 

1621 744 
1,365 
1,403\ 
3,8601 
2,534 
1,948 

360 
639 
989 
226 
854 
913 
8911 
253 

I 
31 

70,360 1 

119, 7441 
95,8301 

100,353, 
184,8511 
290,4551 

61,3831 
25,000 
17,568 

151,241 
170,483 
250,534, 
556,!)03\ 
343,069 
355,442 

26,011 
126,7111 
143,87 5 

27 ,165 
84,228 

166, 127 
139, 992 

25,057 

- I 

4,65 ooi 1 so11 31) 126 891 154 86) - 'I 

500 00 10 40il 52
1 

127 M,I 51 91 100 00 
420 oo 6 001 41 - I - I 34 00

1 

560 001 -2 20:1 41f 132 201 75 00. 250 oo: 
780 ool -60,l 33! 196 591 70 27 250 00 1 

980 001 1 40'
1

1 50\ 230 43
1 

230 46·, 325 oo! 
226 so-107 40l 101 83 93 1

I· so oo': - ) 
200 ool 32 00

1

2 00
1
· 34 18 - I -

100 00 2 80 2 04. 18 99 - -
816 00 369 60:3 37f 85 2711 200 001 - • 

1,000 oo) 1s1 001 93l 1s2 71 - 1 30 ool 
730 oo:-111 soi1 37, 189 48[ 144 001 75 oo 

2,500 001 184 0011 801 477 101 - I - I 
1,700 oo 179 60 2 181 212 38 - 150 oo' 
1,200 001 31 20111 5811 265 00 1

1, 769 42: 580 001 
300 00 84 00 2 07 49 06 30 001 12 70\ 
400 ooll 16 60[1 451 83 92!1 240 00'

1 

225 oo!i 
600 00 6 60'1 441 136 70 36 001 31 50 

60 oo -7 5 601 50 34 oo 50 oo: 40 001 
525 _ oo 12 _60!1_ 421 77 _ 001120 _ ooj 15 _ oo 
400 00-134 60!1 401 96 77' 
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15 00 - 1 50 

- - I 13 87 
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47 711 
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4 soi 
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1 
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100 oo: 
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13 001 
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6 00 1 
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PENOBSCOT COUNTY, (CONTINUED.) 
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-~----------- -----1------ ------------------1---------- -----'-----! 
·woodville, . . . - - 75 00 - 1- 37 09

1

1 
- - - -

No. 1, South Division, - - - - - - - - -
No. 2, Grand Falls, - - - - ·- ·- - - -
No. 4, Range 1, 144 - - - - - I - - - -

No. 5, Range 6, 229 - - I - - -
No. 6, Range 2, - - - - - - - - -
No. 7, . - - - - - - - - -

I 
PISCATAQUIS COUNTY. I 

Abbot, 

I 

797/ 113,902 450 001 -28 2011 431109 30 53 00 50 00 - 16 001 
Atkinson, . 897 133,166 550 ool 11 80

1

1 4:4 131 oo 120 oo 175 oo - 23 00 
Barnard, 172 14,896 105 OOj 1 80/1 31 26 40 - - - 2 001 
Bowerbank, 101 10,446 70 001 9 4011 33 17 26 - - - 1 50 
Blanchard, 164 23,292 '10 00 -28 401 091 - 25 00 - - 23 001 

105,097 500 00 24 2011 54 108 46 - 115 00 Brownville, 793 
415,6'1'1 1,200 ool 54 6011 64 255 oo '1'1 oo 365 oo 

- 23 00 
:Pove:r, l,909 - 55 oo! 
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~ 
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.b1oxcroft, 
Guilford, 
Greenville, 
Kingsbery, 
Medford, 
Monson, 
Milo, 
Orneville, 
Parkman, 
Sangerville, 
Sebec, 
Shirley, 
Wellington, 
vVilliamsburg, 
No. 2, Range 5, 
No. 3, Range 5, 
No. 6, Range 9, 

Arrowsic, . 
Bath, 
Bowdoinham, 
Bowdoin, 
Georgetown, 
Perkins, 
Phipsburg, 
Richmond, 

1,102, 
837 1 

3101 
I 

19li 
3541 
708! 
9591 
512! 

1,166\ 
1,314: 
1,1521 

289' 
694! 
182; 

I 
! 

347 1 

8,0781 
2,3491 
1,748\ 
1,2541· 

95 
1,7501 
2,740! 

221,57 s: 
140,8631

11 

44,402 
22,3731, 
36,751 

113,960, 
125,4411 

68,069[ 
204,1641 
245,568: 
142,3281 

33 0631 
95: 724\ 
rn,020: 

:= ! 
! 

650 00 -11 2011 67 
525 00 22 8011 72 
~00 00 14_ 0011 _ 83 

200 00 -12 40;1 11 
400 oo -24 so/1 7 3 
578 00 2 G0:1 44 
406 40 99 20111 96 
7 50 00 50 90 1 83 
800 00 11 60 1 1 33 
7 50 oo 58 8s\1 81 
100 00 -69 201 65 
375 00 -41 4011 1 30 

100 00 40--8011 __ 68 

- . -

SAGADAHOC COUNTY. 

142 66\ 69 861 800 00 
100 831 17 10 200 00 

35 00 53 00 

61 001 15 001 10 00 
93 05! 27 001 11 50 

136_371 82_ool 5o_oo 

158 021 9 001 237 00 
52 74 197 601 -

152 20 100 ool 40 oo 
41 OOi 113 OOi 62 00 
48 so\ - 1 -
29 101

1 

-- I 42 oo 

- - I -
- --
-- I 

" 

I 

I 
10 OO! 

= I I 

25-ool 
- I 

- i 

33 oo' 
15 ooi 

4-5 = ooi 
I 

25 00 

20= ooi 

s 001 
12 50[ 
14: 7 51 
7 oo! 

38 94\ 
37 501 
25 501 

7 001 
12 001 

6_001 

I 

97 ,224 187 001 -21 2011 541 41 56'1 
5,876,993 10,000 001 5,153 20:3 0611 1107 82 

607 ,858 1,800 001 390 6012 141 290 41' 

15 001 _ I 7 oo 
300 ooi - 439 oo 
270 00) 362 001 40 00 

360,393 1,089 60, 40 8013 091224 57 
189,554 7 50 00 2 40\1 51 164 79 
47,955 55 00 2 00 2 32 9 00 

536,487 1,200 00 150 00\1 561 258 85 
891,224 1,241 00-497 00 1 38 321 45 

- I - 25 oo 
50 00·1 10 001 24 25 
12 001 
94 001 75 001 55 00 

100 00 - 66 50 

> 
hj 
1-rj 

~ 
t:i 

~ 

o::i 
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00 
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Topsham, I 1,605 1 810,62311 1,250 OO: 287 00112 08'1· 211 14 1 39 87 60 oo,I 50 ooll 51 50! 
West Bath, 400. 105,35L 250 00 1 10 oo 1 92 41 29

1 
- -- 10 oo'. 

Woolwich,· I 1,319: 530, 752[ 1,000 oo[ 208 60i2 071 169 191 - 100 001 - 36 50[ 

.Anson, 

.Athens, 
Bingham, 
Brighton, 
Cambridge, 
Canaan, 
Concord, 
Cornville, 
Detroit, 
Embden, 
Fairfield, 

2,0011 
1,417 

833 

7321 
516 

1,715, 
5411 

1,142: 
659) 

1,042: 
2,7531 

SOMERSET COUNTY. 
449,911J 1,200 00 -6011 671 257 671 
273,0261 850 00 -20!1 581 200 00; 
120,360 500 00 20il 36 109 991 

56,589'! 450 oo 10 8011 381 llo 31
1

1 

77 ,488 309 60 - 11 63 64 29 
273,654/ 1,142 oo 113 00'1 46!1 270 ool 

69 ,179 404- 00 79 40\ 62 81 so: 
254,8171 756 oo 71 80:1 921 145 84: 

85,8741 400 oo 4 ,rn1 7ol 79 n! 
157 ,2461 625 20 - il 561133 871 
674,89ol 1, 700 oo 48 20:i 57 390 ool 

150 00 
80 00 
60 00 
31 91 
30 12 
42 00 
24 00 
82 38 
Lil 76 
55 96 

I 
I 

75 00) - 20 OOi 
150 oo, - 23 001 

65 oo) 25 oo 21 oo) 
7 00[ - 21 001 

10 0011 

- 10 00, 
75 00

1 

- 50 oo! 
- 15 ool 

. I 
4,6 n; 30 33

1 

- . 16 50' 
- I 50 oo 18 ool 
- - 71 ool 

• 
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0 
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0 
~ 
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• 
Harmony, 
Hartland, . 
Lexington, 
Madison, 
Mayfield, 
:Mercer, 
J\ioscow, 
New Portland, 
Norridgewock, 
Palmyra, 
Pittsfield, . 
Ripley, 
St. Albans, 
Solon, 
Skowhegan, 
Smithfield, 
Starks, 
Dead River pl., 
Flagstaff, 
Moose River, 
West Forks, 
No. 1, Range 2, 

Belfast, 
Belmont, 
Brooks, 

1,0811 
1,0501 

496 
1,6151 

118 
1,0591 

5741 
1,5541 
1,9001 
1,5971 
1,495 

656\ 
1,808\ 
1 3451 
3:665\ 

793\ 
13H 1 

'= I 
- I 
165 1 

1611 

5,520 
686 
988 

158,00711 
153,777 

54, 732 
423,5201 

9,3151 
209,0401 

61, 702 
320,396 
449,7431: 
232,731 
270,4951 

75,7941 

281,044 
245,306 

1,060,527 
112,390 
261,4301 

648 601 
650 ooi 
300 ool 

1,100 oo: 
70 80 1 

635 40 1 

350 oof 
950 00

1 1 uo oo, 
1:000 001 

900 oo! 
400 oo: 

1,084 so: 
851 40! 

2,200 ool 
525 OO! 
804 60( 

80 00
1 

32 00[ 

13 _ 811 

24: 72, 

_ 

1

1 66 146 18! 100 00

1

· _ .

1 

20 00 1 47 150 231, 61 68, 7.5 00 
2 4011 31 81 ool 60 001 -

.131 00:1 79, 204 04: 7 5 ooi 100 00
1 

- 11 41: - I . - I - I 
- 1 70'. 114 84 1 

- 25 00 
5 60 1 3s! 79 921 39 861 - I 

17 60 1 1 66: 200 12: - \ 150 001 
- f 1 72' 225 04! - , 200 001 

41 80;1 56.; 22s 741 69 80)
1 

7 5 oo
1

I 

3 00 1 1 491 200 981 - 25 00 
6 4011 52i 3-4 431 85 9411 40 001 

- 11 35[ 262 001 71 43 70 001 
44 40.1 59\ 180 oo! 50 001

1 
90 ool 

1 0011 621 453 05! - -
49 201·1 64111s 551 - I 15 00

1 - 1 47 186 60 - 1100 00 
32 00!1 57\ 17 26 - 12 ool 

1-

WALDO COUNTY. 

41 001 
- i 

l 

25 OOi 

= i 40 001' 
50 00, 
49 001 

- I 

- I 

= I 
4 50

1 

I 

90 _ 001 

'l5 :::001 

- I 

23 70 1 

31 88\ 
8 80i 

38 ool 
- I 

26 OOi 
9 50 1 

30 ool 
43 001 
40 00 
20 001 
10 50\ 
46 251 
~9 50\ 
88 001 
17 001 
33 00' 

1,802,307] 4,500 OOi 1,188 00',1 98 761 33\ 
93,2161 420 001 9 40il 55 89 661 

158,278, 600 00 7 20\1 38 146 52 

_ I _ 
1 

500 OOl 108 oo 
- - 9 00 

90 001 - 30 00 

~ z 
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~ 

0) 
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w ALDO COUNTY, (CONTINUED.) 
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Burnham, . 
1 

8571 129,6541 350 oo!-17: 001
1 

611 113 551 -
1 

20 ==ioo --

1

1 13-00II, 
Frankfort, 2,143 338,1931 1,300 OOI 15 20,1 38 318 40 100 00 - --
Freedom, . 849 159,284 569 00 59 60 1 80 105 23 - 51 00 35 00

1 
17 00 

Jslesborough, 1,276 148,271 765 60 - 1 44 175 27 - 200 00/' 15 001 
Jackson, . 827/ 162,849 600 00 103 801 98 120 46 75 00 -- 23 00 
Knox, 1,074 189,421 660 00 15 60 1 59 14:0 001 - 25 00 - i 23 501 
Liberty, . 1,0951 135,149'! 645 00 -12 00 1 37 - I - - - I 5 OOi 
Lincolnville, 2,07 5,· 396, 781 1,245 00 - 1 63 - - - - 1 25 00 1 

Monroe, 1, 703 234,686, 1,000 00 -21 80 1 50 227 39j - 100 00 ! 32 oo\ 
Montville, 1,6851 357,6521

1 
l,Oll 00 - 11 59

1
1 210 471 - 100 00 25 oo; 34 741 

Morrill, 6291 100,540 368 001 -5 0011 61 84 25[ - 25 00 - , 12 ooi 
Northport, 1,178/ 188, 150[ '706 80 - .1 54\1 154 OOI - 15 00 - ) 16 00 
Palermo, . 1,372 1 184,394( 700 00-123 2011 34 180 68! - - ) 15 00 
Prospect, . 1,005) 139,980i 700 ooj 97 0011 88,II 141 ool - 50 00 - I 21 00 
Searsmont, 1,657! 264,813! 994 20/ - 11 57, 225 04[ - - - I 25 00 
Searsport, 2,533

1

1 797,6011 1,520 00/ 2011 56[ 354 271 - 400 00 50 OOi 45 00 
Stockton, . 1,595 425, 7691 1,200 001 243 0011 72j 242 95/ - 133 00 - i 58 00 
Swanville, 914, ll6,6911 540 00 -8 40 1 35 142 801 30 00 - I 10 00 

• 

-=l o 
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0 
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w. 
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0 
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'I'horndike, 
Troy, 
Unity, 
Waldo, 
Winterport, 

Addison; 
Alexander, 
Baileyville, 
Baring, 
Beddington, 
Calais, 
Centerville> 
Charlotte, 
Cherryfield, 
Columbia, 
Cooper, 
Crawford, 
Cutler, 
Deblois, 
Dennysville, 
East Machias, 
Eastport, . 
Edmunds,. 
Harrington, 
Jones borough, 

958: 

1,40311 
1,320 

726 

1,272 
446 
363 
409 
144 

5,621 
191 
611 

1,755 
1,265 

468 
273 
890 
131 
485 

2,181 
3,850 

445 
1,130 

518 

186,728 
226,859 
297 ;564 
120, 705 

590 00 
850 00 
850 00 
500 00 

15 20.1 44J 142 12 
8 20150 19117 

50 00 1 79 161 07 
64 4011 67 96 00 

"- 1 56 337 04 

30 00'1 
49 00 25 00 

1,500 00 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 
217,379 775 00 11 80 111 47'1· 168 71 

54,154 267 00 - 1 27 71 211 47 08 
50,624 175 00 -42 8011 261 60 00 
60,985 250 00 4 6011 30 64 29 
27,022 86 40 - 1 33 20 92 

1,170,338 8,500 00 127 4011 46 841 19 
38,556 107 00 76 4011 07 31 13 
70,458 366 60 - 11 34 90 68 

355,457 1,100 00 47 0011 41 250 05 
249,2441 800 00 41 00 1 48 171 55 

39,272 280 00 -801 51 65 98 
28,873 250 00 86 20!

1

2 00 41 96 
83,000 . 540 00 6 00 1 35 139 7 5 
16,086 80 00 1 401 57 18 95 

149,586 47 5 00 17 4 0012 31 69 70 
481,877 1,200 00-108 6011 32 
897 ,898 3,600 00 1,290 00 2 12 539 08 

57 00 
70 78 

120 00 
51 06 
54 30 
22 50 

120 00 
80 00 
25 00 

112 001 
9 50 

80,204 267 00 - 1 38 60 001 132 90 
247,133 740 00 62 001 62 167 83 

61,074. 275 00 -35 80 1 25 64 00 

275 00 
35 75 

150 00 

40 00 

16 00 

500 00 

237 00 

60 00 

20 00 

300 00 
550 00 

- 17 50 
_ I 21 00 
- 26 09 

18 001 10 00 
- 17 00 

15 00 

25 00 
6 00 

12 00
1

-

4 75 
50 00 
4 46 

15 00 
62 00 
11 ooj 
14 001 

5 001 6 50 

8 001 
19 00 
25 00 
10 50 
15 00 

~ 
i 
t:, 

~ 

12 00 10 ooj ~ 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY, (CONTINUED.) 
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Jonesport, . . . I 1,148 105,7531 500 001-188 soi 961 196 00 - - - I - ! 

Lubec, . 2,5551 257, 7391 1,622 00 89 00[1 53! 356 00 72 00 300 00 - 30 00 
Machias, . 2,257 670, 769' 2,000 301 645 00,1 29! 293 70 - 50 00 - 23 32I 
Machiasport, 1,502 155,939 800 00-101 20[1 28[ 158 84 - - - - 1 
Marion, . 204 33, 720 130 40 - 11 62f 13 00 - 5 OOi - 5 001 
Marshfield, 328 60,320 220 00 23 8011 48i 46 12 - 12 00 - 5 50 
Meddybemps, 297 24,458 200 00 21 80 2 001 37 00 - - - 4 00 
Milbridge, 1,282 206,359 825 00 55 8011 51[ 171 55 - 54 00

1 

- 28 00 
Northfield, 261 41,450 1 175 00 18 4011 30!1 38 00 18 00 - - 3 001 
Pembroke, 2,303 304,087 1,381 80 - 1 30 327 88 - - - -
Perry, 1,195 187,126 720 00 3 OOJ 251 184 43 - 10 00, 12 00 30 00 
Princeton, 626 115,956 600 00 275 6012 39( 84 25 35 85 12 ool - j 15 75 
~obbinston, 1,113

1

, 124,632 775 00 107 20!1 52:. 176 90 50 00 - ! 10 001 25 001· 
Steuben, 1,191 161,677 714 60 ·- 11 40! - - - . - -
Topsfield, 444 85,595 200 001 -66 40 1 07'!.· 62 261 130 00 - - f 5 001 
Trescott, 715

1 

51,969 429 001 - !1 26 119 ool 18 00

1 

- - I 6 25/ 
We~l?Y, I 343 36 ,202

1

1 350 ool - 1

1

2 24(: 52 451 78 00 - I - 60 001' 
W1utmg, 475 64,461 300 ool ...., , - 70 26 llO 00 - - 6 00 

-l 
N:) 

c 
0 
~ ...... ..... 
0 z 
U1 
a 
~ 
0 
CJ 
t-i 
vi 



"Whitneyville, ti 87,023 348 60 - 1 33 77 82 - I 

4=001 
-· Q ()(); 

I 

1_001 Codyville pl., - 57 00 - 1 78 10 30 - -
Danforth, 5,000 250 00 127 00 2 03 28 00 -
Jackson Brook, - I - 7 00 - I- 14 00 66 00 -

I 
- -

I Talmadge, - I 16,000 68 00 1 511 51 84 87 - -
I 

- - I 
vVaite, - I 9,000 95 00 2 06 2 06 12 87 -

i 
No. 7, Range 2, 971 12,~00I 

114 00 55 80 2 24:I 58 00 - 3 ooi 
No. 9, Range 4, 69 1 -

= !1-581 
- i - - - I - I 

No. 14, 220\ 5,700 130 OOi 28_00/ - - - 6 001 
No. 18, 401 40 OOl 2 33: - -- - - - I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

~ YORK COUNTY. 
I 

i ~ 

Acton, I 1,218 277 ,861" 703 80i - 11 601153 7 5 
100-ool 

t:_rj 
- - 30 001 z 

Alfred, 1,255 381,024 800 001 4 7 00 1 69 191 85 20 00 I:::! - 56 501 1-1 

Berwick, 2,155 438,447 1,300 ooi 7 00'1 65 348 64 - 200 00 - 60 00 r 
Biddeford, 9,350 4,593,047 7 ,ooo oo 1,390 oo: - I 899 73 - - - 185 oo! 
Buxton, 2,853 686,353 1,800 oo! 88 20,1 7 5! 365 11 - 407 00 - 86 001 
Cornish, 1,153 268,405 691 80! - ; - 140 06 - - - 23 75 
Dayton, 701 199,478 500 oo' 79 40

1

2 131 96 77 1 - 10 001 20 001 9 501 
Elliot, 1, 768 460,438 1,060 so 1 

- l 60/ 235 oo - 250 00 - 35 00 
Hollis, 1,683 348,59911,100 oo' 91 soJ 601 234 oo - - - 39 001 
Kennebunk, 2,680 1,559,902 2,000 00 392 00 2 01

1

, 355 00 - 600 00
1 

115 001 48 7 5: 
Kennebunkport, 2,668 890,2291 2,000 00 399 20'2 09

1 

343 48 - 200 oo, _ I 45 32 
Kittery, 2,975 363,327

1 

2,100 00 315 001 S2i 397 251 - 500 001 - 25 oo! 
Lebanon, . 2,039 489,674 1,223 40 - - I - -

500-ool 5o-001 31-6ol Limerick, . 1,441 282,3391 900 00 36 00 1 781 17 4 00 -
Limington, 2,004 468,228 1,270 00 67 601 731 273 74 308 73[ 74 09 1 53 301 -:( - Ci,:) 
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Androscoggin, • \ 10,439, 6,000\ 4,5651 6,683

1

1 5,312 10.5 10.6 186( 23\1 185; 115\ 7
1

1

8,765 0012,168 oo 157\ 216\l 20 21 2 11'1 47 9 
Aroostook, I 8,2761 2,933[ 2,011 2,3001 1,5951' 11.31 9.5 1471 6 84 36 7 1.859 00 418 29 49\ 114 16 77[ 2 051 351 11 
Cumberland, • \ 28,1311 14,387\ 11,365 16,112[ 12,7'10

1

11. \ 11.1
1
, 3271 221 3411 1d 8: 6,969 00: 8,476 77 2501 433! 24 38 2 49;1 52 14 

Franklin, I 7,441' 4,671: 2,976 5,797; 4,152: 9,31 9.4, 223[ 371 197\ 114[ 61 2,010 ool 3,140 90 161! 237\ 15 35[ 1 58 1 12[ 6 1 
Hancock, 16,282 8,4721 6,639 9,1481 7,3601 9.8 9.71 300' 7 257

1

' 1201! 1419,500 00 1,470 001' 178i 284 1 21 95 1 2 281 39, 8: 
Kennebec, 20,856:, 11,061 8,523 13,183110,2851 9.8 10 4 345! 9 371 249 9 5,396 00 5,396 00 275\ 442il 22 511 2 26,1 411 23 
Knox, • I 12,672 1 7,8731 5,745 9,051 7,06211.1 10.911561 17 166 95 5, 3,640 00 8,105 oo, 149, 198 25 01 2 091 421 6 
Lincoln, I 11,716

1 

6,1421 4,44:i 6,915 5,155110.3 9.9 192,I• 8 1841 931 511,900 oo 1,631 oo[ 170\ 190'\ 22 51 2 06!1 69 5 
Oxford, 1 14,0911 8,130\ 6,431 9,7901 7,625 9.3 9.5 365 33 348

1 
162 5: 1,881 00 1,685 78 262 431, 17 25 1 871 23) 10 

P~nobsaot! I 2?,491 16,852
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12,?201 17,644\ 13,381 13.4112.9( 39~1 30 412 1 259' 111 9,185 00
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7,129 49\ 2441 6061 22 52! 2 72 1 7.JI 32 
Piscataquis, , 1 o,776 3,396 1

1 
2,o79I 3,9191 3,041 8.D\ 10.1\ 150 14j 135 G5 SI 2,450 00\ 481 001 82, 175, 21 201 1 881 23/ 8 

Sagadahoc, I 8,274 4,631 3,717 1 5,136

1

1 4,298 11.2 11,4[ 97
1 

1\ 1111 67 3
1
21,216 00 3,665 02 921 1461 24 87 1 2 161 C9\ 5 

Somerset, [ 23,013 1 13,083110,,59 15,651 12.574 12 4113.8 442 441 403[ 233 111 2,545 0015,445 831· 297[ 5531 27 721 2 651 631 15 
Waldo, 1 14,691 8,311 6,215110,525 7,198 10.7 1 8.2 249

1 
46 243 135

1 

1
1 

300 00 3,323 11 222 244, 22 661 1 89 921 9 
Washington, \ 18,2811 10,662, 8,010 9,5651 6,809 12.2110.71 248 471 231] 132 10\ 8,460 00 1 2,635 531

1 1411 290' 24 36 1

1 

2 20 1 7(,1 17 
York, I_ 21,631

1

_ 12,32°[. 9,083
1
_ 13,152 _ 9,970 11.3 11.51 3251_ 161_ 342) 100; 91 6,082 00

1

_1,849 69 _ 269 _ 367i 22 84 2 77 1 58
1 

14 
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Androscoggin, 29,743 8,230,892 19,316 70: 1,564, 80 1 83i 3,270 OSI 417 OG 2,025 00 780 00 717 62 
Aroostook, 22,449 1,856,237 6,799 201 725 60 1 291 1,759 33 638 84 337 GO 265 071 196 59 
Cumberland, 75,608 36,361,035 62,219 80

1

1 17,216 80 1 731 9,322 75 1,949 55 2,993 75/ 1,510 45 1,145 20 
Franklin, • 20,57'1 4,285,843 11,675 80 lOll 00 1 58 2,406 (14 3,844 87 1,078 75 552 74 454 12 
Hancock, • • 37,728 6,520,694 16,879 80 4,051 40 1 53 5,400 12 1,145 G6 2,463 55 718 501 850 85 
Kennebec, 55,660 15,273,355 38,~30 64

1 

6,458 50 1 90 7,223 14 470 24 5,497 85 802 24 l,2:l3 75 
Knox, • • 33,122 9,212,824 21,353 60 1,789 80, 1 55 3,996 71 459 36 2,641 60 745 751 437 90 
Lincoln, 27,866 6,184,441 17,369 OSI 1,045 78 1 52 4,048 94 652 00 1,813 00 1,334 00 587 G5 
Oxford, 36,700 7,834,162 22,401 80 1,031 60 1 53 3,578 81 ],921 09 8,704 40 872 10 937 01 
Penobscot, 72, 737 14,524,937 50,530 00) IO, 173 64 1 59

1 

9,172 99 3 ,931 71 3 ,968 03 579 78 1,057 09 
Piscataquis, 15,054 2,705,228 9,02!:J 40• 400 78 1 49 1,699 19 958 56 2,157 50 128 00 356 69 
Saga.dahoc, 21,685 10,054,434 18,822 601 6,244 60 2 06 2,740 07 39 87 1,001 00 497 00 754 75 
Somerset, • • 36,,547 7, 136,994 22,097 83 540 80 1 501 4,725 121 l, 111 84 1,405 17 449 50 770 96 
Waldo, . . 38,448 7,773,529 24,684 60, 2,121 20 1 56 4,880 32 79 00 1,699 75 878 00 G28 83 
Washington, 42,555 7,663,9-!5 28,136 701 3,336 90 1 57 5,300 60 1,4 79 97 2,170 00 · 49 00 557 03 
York, 62,124 19,135,618 43,120 20 7,820 80 1 72! 7,052 39, 110 72i 4,560 73 1,321 09 1,391 09 
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TABLE III. 

~~" GRADUATED TABLE, showing the amount of School Money 
raised per Scholar, in the different towns ; the ratio of the average 
attendance to the whole numlrnr of Scholarn ; the per cent. of School 
Money raised in each town in proportion to its valuation, expressed 
in mills and tenths; and the rank of the several towns, in the three 
items. ; I; 1
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1
93:stme, 4 80: 281 .48

1 
491 3.2 

76: 2,'•-1vlilford, 3 37i 35; .4-11 271,, 5.4 
3i 3 Bangor, 3 23 221 .54 53; 2.8 
sl 4 Portland, 3 14i 39i .37 571 1.4 

7o\ 5
1

Bowdoin, 3 09
1 

32! .44j 51( 3. 
21 6 Bath, - 3 06[ 27, .491 541 1. 7 

45\ 7,U nity pl., 2 91! s( . 70 33

1 

4.8 
41 8.Saco, - 2 93! 35\ .41 1 61 2.0 

mil 9 Garland, 2 51 1 221 .5,11 39 4.2 
10\ 10

1

0tis, - 2 4 71 19\ .571 7 8.8 
38, 10:Princeton, 2 391 251 .51 30 5.1 
38112,Roxbury, 2 33

1 

281

1 

.481 41 4. 
29: 13:Dennysville, 2 311 24 .52

1 
501 3.1 

102: 141
1
,N o. 7, R. 2, 2 24 431 .3. 3:· 

1
4
2
_-

1

10.5 
79 14 1 Wesley, 2 24:[ 311 .45 7 .6 
541 15;Lewiston, 2 1s: 39, .37 61 2. 
30! 15 Orono, 2 18\ 38 .38 32 4.9 
35! 16 1.Leeds, 2 141 30 .46 51 3. 
61 l 7

1

1

Dayton, 2 131 37 .39 36 2.5 
15 18 Eastport, 2 121 44

1 

.32 41 4. 
34 rniWales, - 2 10

1 

18 .58 57 2.4 
42 201Kennebunkport, 2 09l 27 .49\ 591 2.2 
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TABLE III, (CONTINUED.) 
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38 21ITopsham, - - - - 2 08 20 .56 56 1 1.5 
55 22iWoolwich, - - 2 07! 24 .52 53! 1.8 
32 1

1 

22:Passadumkeag, 2 07 16 .60 21 11.5 
58 23

1

0hesterville, 2 06f 20 .56 481· 3.3 
75123

1
Drew pl., - 2 06 431 .33 -

89 23;R~c~land, - 2 061 25[ .51 60I 2.1 
29 23,W a1te, - 2 06: 481 .28 4 10.5 
58 24!!\.faxfield, 2 041 l .831 251 5.6 

120 25!Danforth, 2 031 50 .25: 31 5. 
20 26 Hamlin's Grant, - 2 02 3 .78 55!1 2.6 
62 27!Kennebunk, . 2 011 30

1 
.46 59 • 1.2 

97 28
1

:Meddybemps, 2 OO'l 10/. .67 10 8.1 
38 291Belfast, - - 1 98 381 .38 57 2.4 
381 29:0hester, - 1 98 rnj .57 3 10. 7 
61/ 30)East Livermore, 1 96 9

1 
.68• 61 2. 

llOI 30
1

0rneville, 1 96 31 .45 22
1

, 5.9 
421 31,Brunswick, - 1 95 26 .50 61 2. 
581 3ljLitchfield, 1 95 15 .62\' 59[ 2.2 
421· 31

1

Westbrook, 1 951 38 .38 521 1.9 
94 32/Ianover, 1 94 1 261 .501 481 3.3 
65

1

1 33!Alna, - 1 931! 22 .54 1 56'1 2.5 
148 33:ExMer, 1 93 21 .55j 42 3.9 

51
1 

33 1N ewburg, 1 93 23 .53 23j 5.8 
531 34I Wilton, - 1 92 23 .53 57

1 

2.4 
981 35rAmity, - 1 90 26 .50 21 6.1 
74 35IBridgewater, 1 90 52 .22 81 8.5 
62 35:Parsonsfield, 1 90 27 .49

1 

56 2.5 
48 36,Falmouth, - I 89 27 .49 60 2.1 
62 37[Prospect, - - I 88 26 .50, 56 2.5 
57 38iNorth Berwick, 1 87 26 .50! 56 2.5 
76 39 Edinburg, - I 85 2 .811 45 3.6 
52 40\Yarmouth, I 84 33 .43

1

I 581 1.3 
64 4IIDurham, - I 83 28 .48 55 2.6 
63 411Greene, - I 83 28 .48 57 2.4 
74

1

411Parkman, - I 83 27 .49! 45 3.6 
61 411Scarborough, I 83

1

, 46 .301 57 2.4 
63 41 Wayne, - I 83 18 .581 49 3.2 
62. 4IIWindsor, - I 83 161 .61 42 3.9 
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l34 42 Monhegan Isle pl., - - .33 30 5.1 
70 42 Newcastle, - - .• - 1 821 25 .51 53 1.8 
64 42 Kittery, - - - - 1 821 39 .37 24 5.7 
62143 New Vineyard, - - - 1 81 29 .47 43 3.8 
i7 44 Auburn, - - - - 1 801 28 .48 54 2.7 
7 4 44 Benton, - - - - 1 801 32 .44 30 5.1 
88 44lcarthage, - - - - 1 801 20 .56 34 4.1 
73 44 Kingfield, - - - - 1 801 28 .48 37 4.4 
92 44 Oldtown, - - - - 1 891 32 .44 36 4.5 
94 44 \Vebster, - - - - 1 80 24 .52 60 2.1 
57 45 Freeport, - - - - 1 791 29 .47 59 2.2 
60 451~fadison, - - - - 1 79116 .60 55 2.6 
31 45 Unity, - - - - 1 791 22 .54 53 2.8 
47 46:Codyville pl., - - - 1 781 17 .59 - -
60 46 1Limerick, - - - - 1 781 28 .48 50 3.1 
54 47\New Gloucester, - - - 1 77\ 30 .46 59 1.2 
69 471Standish, - - .• - 1 77[ 31 .45 47 3.4 
69 48 Temple, - - - - 1 76i 30 .46 44 3.7 
65 49 Buxton, - - - - 1 751 28 .48 55 2.6 
65 49!0tisfield, - - - - 1 75i 261 .50 5'3 2.8 

I 

54 49 Ellsworth, - - - - 1 7 51 35 .41 37 4.4 

1 

72 49 Woodstock, - - - 1 7 51 17 .59 46 3.5 
63 50 Sullivan, - - - - 1 741 30 .46 46 3.5 
(J3 51 Bancroft, - - - - 1 73\ 31 .45 - -
trn 51 Belgrade, - - - - 1 73; 31 .45 51 3. 
78 51 Limington, - - - - 1 73[ 10 .67 54 2.1 
89 51 Monson, - - - - 1 73' 25 .51 46 3.5 
53 51 Waterford, - - - - 1 73 1 28 .48 46 3.5 I 
67 521Guilford, - - - - 1 72: 26 .50 44 3.7 
56 52 N orridg·ewock, - - - 1 721 26 .50 56 2.5 
iH 521N orth Yarmouth, - - 1 72\ 31 .45 46 3.5 
81 52\Stockton, - - - - 1 72\ 21 .55 53 2.8 
14 53\Dedham, - - - - 1 71\ 47 .29 44 3.7 
84 54,Bald win, - - - - 1 70124 .52 47 3.4 
98 54\Detroit, - - - - 1 70 23 .53 40 4.1 
35 54 Mercer, - - - - 1 70' 23 .53 51 3. 
84 55 Alfred, - - - - 1 691 38 .38 60 2.1 

I 33 55 Bucks ort - - - - l 691 32 .44 56 2.5 p 
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69/ 551Vassalborough, - 1 691 26) .50/ 54, 2. 7 
721 55
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Wiscasset, - I 69/ 41 ! .351 54/ I. 7 
671 56 Dixmont, - I 681 271 .491' 38: 4.3 
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60[ 56i

1
Paris, - 1 68\ 271 .491 60
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75; 57[Anson, - 1 1 67! 181 .581 55, 2.6 
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I ' ' I i • I 
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601 5i!Walclo, 1 67i 30
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.76 1

1 LbO' 
6915'

1 
Wells, l 671 34-1 .421 511

1 

72 57!York, l dr 401 .361 56 
591 5S!Olinton Gore, I 66! 191 .57 ! 
41! 58:Grafton, - I 66: 45'[ .31[ 54j 
601
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58
1

.Greenwood, 1 66
1 

261 .50i 25', 
80 5SII-Iarrnony, - 1 66i 211 .55[ 41[ 
80158 New Portland, 1 66[ 28: .48I 38, 
84 58jWashington, I 66! 31/ .45, 421 
58/ 59.C. ape Elizabeth, - 1 65\ 241 .52! 551 
49 59 1 Buckfield, - I 651 42 .44/ 60[ 
65 59

1

Berwick, - 1 65 di .641 521 
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.45. 35 
71 59,South Berwick, - I 65, 38i .38 58 
64 60iArgyle, 1 64/1 36/ .401 23 
44 60 Dover, - 1 64 191 .57 53 

60
1

Smithfield, - 1 64/ 251 .51 i 35 
124 61'.Cambridge, - 1 63, 21) .551
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41 
74 61:Denmark, 1 631 27: .49 42 
85 61 D 'te 1 531 2°' r;<l 51 , ex r, , u: .ov, 
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3.0 
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4.0 
4.3 
3.9 
2.6 
1.0 
2.9 
4.6 
2.3 
5.8 
2.8 
4.6 
4.0 
3.9 
3.0 
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so! 62iCarroll, 1 62 26i .5ol' 261 5.5 
74 621Concord, 1 62 32l .44 30j 5.1 
93 62jHarrington, 1 62 161 .601 51 3.0 

62:.Marion, - 1 62 46
1 

.30 43 3.8 
'90 1 62!N ew Sharon, 1 621 221 .54

1 

57 2.4 
38!! 621Presquc Isle, l 621

1 

42j .34j 20 6.2 
107 62iSkowhegan, 1 62 311 .45[ 61 2.0 
1021 631Fremont, l 61, 52 .241 - 1 

'86, 64JMorrill, 1 61 201 .56i 45 
48] 541

1

Turner, 1 61 281 .48 1

1

- 59 
57 65 Acton, - 1 60 35' .41 56 
78 1 651Hollis, 1 60 29 .471 501 

128 65.Monticello, 1 60 54 .201 26, 
25! 65 Webstet, 1 60 24 .521 60i 
.531 661Gorham, l 59 381 .381 53[ 
76' 66IKnox, - l 59 26j .501 4 71 
47: 66:Rumford, ~ I 1 59 llf .661 53 1 

91' G7!Bcthel, - 1 1 5.8 24 .521 55 
79, 67]Harpswell, - 1 58 271 .49f 54 

120' 67iA thens, 1 58 21 .551 50 
78 1 67

1

0rrington, 1 581 23j .53[ 47 
68: 67

1

0xford, 1 58 361 .40! 56[ 
DO 671Windham, - 1 58 281 .48\ 52j 
76, 67 j Wes ton, • 1 58 50 .25! 16 
71 67 Amherst, 1 57 20 .56j 321 
74! 67!Cumb~rland, 1 57 35 .41[ 591 
94· 67IDebl01s, - - - 1 57 291 .47 32 
97: 671Dead River plantation, 1 57 451 .31 -1 
66' 671Hartford, - - - 1 57 20 .56 541 
76 671Salem, - - - 1 57 291 .4 7 4 71 
SI 67 Searsmont, - ~ - 1 57 26 1 .50 44 

671Wetmore Isle, 1 57 27 .49 14 
'67 67IGray, - • 1 57 26 .48 46 

106 68J\1atinicus, ~ 1 56 31 .45 6 
77 681Hermon, - 1 56 12 .65 38 
77 681\Phipsburg, 1 56 80 .46 57 
92 68 Vienna, 1 56 40 .36 4 7 
96 68 Embden, l 56 7 . 71 41 

3.6 
2.2 
2.5 
3.1 
5.5 
2.1 
L8 
3.4 
2.8 
2.6 
2.7 
3.1 
3.4 
2.5 
1.9 
6.6 
4.9 
2.2 
4.9 

2.7 
3.4 
3.7 
6.8 
3.5 
9.4 
4.3 
2.4 
3.4 
4.0 • 
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52I 1.9 
75168iNewfield, 1 56 1 291 .47, --. 
80 681Winterport, 1 561 26/. .501 -'i 
86

1

- 69,roland, - 1 551
1 34, .42

1 

48 3.3 
69l0helsea, - 1 55

1

. 38: .381 46 1 3.5 
94

1

, 69; •. West Gardiner, - 1 54 25
1

• .51

1 

5L11
1 

2.7 
79 69;Winslow, 1 55 301

1 
.46 54! 2. 7 

102 69 Etna, - 1 55

1 

57i .10 34 4.7 
66 69iBelmont, 1 55 2'{: .49 1 --1 
61. 70\Freeman, - - - 1 541331 .431 4:~I 3.9 

102 70l'No. 7, Hancock county, l 54 35 .411 -, 
soi 70 Edgecomb, - - .. 1 54

1 

251 .51
1 

40 4.1 
109 70[Enfield, - - -- 1 541 271 .391 lfl 6.6 

79 70/Brownville, 1 541

1 

331 .43 34 4. 7 
73 70 Arrowsic, - 1 54 32, .34 521 1.9 
73 70 Shapleigh, - - 1 54
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301 .461 461 3.5 

9
708 77011SN ortthhpTohrt, - t - 11 ;431 ~281 .44~1 45~/ t88 
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84 71,Porter, - - 1 531 23 .53 42: 3.9 
66 71II-Iolclen, · 1 53 251 .51 52_1 2.1} 

116 nlvinalhaven, 1 53 271 .49 3] 5.0 
87 71 Hampden, - l 53 391 .37 471 3.4 
78 71 Lubec, 1 53, 281 .48 20 6.2 

109 72-Robbinston, 1 52

1

1 3_51 .41 20•i 6.2 
81 72.Ripley, 1 52 53] .21 31 5.0 
69 72'IPittston, 1 521 28

1 

.48 5e, 2.6 
94 72 Strong, 1 52: 24 .52 531 2.8 

101 721Kenduskeag, 1 52 32, .4,1 4olf 4.1 
68 731Talmadge, - 1 51 411 .35 39 4.2 

115

1 

73/_Milbridge, - 1 51 29
1

, .47 42 3.9 
51 73

1
Cooper, - 1 51 38

1 

.38 13/ 7 .1 
86, 73jFriendship, ~ 1 51 22, ht 49,

1 

3.2 
96 73[(Jeorgetown, 1 51! 371 .39 41 4.0 

104 73iSebago, - - 1 511251 .51 43j 3.8 
74 74Briclgewater, 1 50 52/ .22 81 8.5 

122 7 4 Houlton, - 1 50! 36
1 

.40 29j 5.2· 
92t 74lBelfast ADademy, 1 501 26! .50, -
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861 74townal, - - - - I 50 26 .50 53 1.8 
731

1 

7 41Farmington, ~ - I 50 32 .44 55 1.6 
125 7 4IIRangely, - 1 50 28 .48 4 7 3.4 
106, 7 4 Eden, - - 1 50 27 .49 31 5.0 

821 7 4iOrland, - 1 50 23 .53 43 3.8 
791 7 4:iWaterville, - 1 50 36 .40 53 1.8 
85j 7,!!Ifope, - I 50 19 .5'7 54 2. 7 
431 74ILincoln, I 50 27 .49 48 3.3 

ll 71 7,11:J\ionroe, 1 50 25 .51 39 4.2 
74i 74Troy, - 1 50 14 .62 44 3.7 
80 1 7 5;Phillips, 1 49 281 .48 43 3.8 
76 7 5

1

Letter E, 1 49 38 .38 28 5.3 
7 5jBluehill, 1 49 25 .51 48 3.3 

· 75[Warren, 1 49 22 .54 56 1.5 
:95 7 51Pittsfield, 1 49 24 .52 4 7 3.4 

76;Albany, 1 48 34 .42 1 46 3.5 
76iPeru, - 1 48 31 .45 46 3.5 
76l~Iarshfield, 1 48 24 .52 51 3.6 
761Columbia, 1 48 24 .52 49 3.2 

t79I 77 Sedgwick, - I 47 17 .59 40 4.1 
77 Hartland, 1 47 23 .531 39 4.2 
77 Starks, 1 47 .49 49 3.2 
77 1Gilead, 1 4 7 19 .57 46 3.5 
7711-Iiram, 1 4 7 19 .57 50 3.1 
77 Addison, 1 47 18/ .58 46 3.5 
7srJcfferson, 1 462 288111 .48 50 3.1 
781Clifton, 1 46 .48 26 5.5 
78jCanaan, I 4-6 251 .51 39 4.2 
78:Calais, 1 46 37 .39 52 2.9 
78'Hodgdon, - - 1 46 36i .40 31 5.0 
78:Fremont plantation, I 46 511 .24 
79

1

Appleton, I 45 ml .57 44 
79!U nion, I 45 23: .53 58 
79IIBrownfield, 1 45 29/ .47 
79 Patten, - 1 45 331 .43 
79l

1

Raymond, - 1 45 25, .51 
79 1,Waltham, - 1 45 5\ .74 
79 11Charleston, 1 45 28 .48 

47 
50 
37 
30 
44 

3.7 
2.3 
3.4 
3.1 
4.4 
5.1 
3.7 
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115 80 St. George, - - - - 1 441 32 .44 341 4. 7 
87 80 Plymouth, - - - - 1 44! 41! .35 40: 4.1 
94 80 Atkinson, - - - - 1 441 17! .59 401 4.1 

117 80 Islesborough, - - - 1 441 231 .53 301 5.1 
82 80 Macwahoc, - 1 44! 461 .30 -[ 

116 80 Milo, - 1 441 25 1 .51 35 4.6 
84 80 Thorndike, - 1 44 23 .53I 50 1

1 

3.1 
81 Byron, 1 43 39 .37 5 9.0 

95 81 Abbot, 1 43 24 .52 1

1 43
1 

3.8 
82 81 Weld, - 1 431 30 .46 48j 3.3 
92 81 N obleborough, 1 43i 26

1 

.5ol 451 3.6 
87 82 Avon, - 1 421 31 .451 46I 3.5 
94 82 Casco - 1 42 - -1 _

1 
104 821N orth

1 

Haven, 1 421 251 .51 42 3.9 
130 821Springfield, - 1 42J 311 .351 18

1 

6.4 
103 831Westport, - 1 411 30

1 
.46

1 

501 3.1 
7! 83ILagrange, - 1 411 31 .45 381 4.3 

92 83
1
Lee, - - - I 1 411 21 .55 26! 5.5 

1261 831Mayfield, - 1 411 - 121 7 .6 
99183 Cherryfield, - 1 41: 341. .42 511 3.0 

104 82IA1ton, - 1 40\ 361 .40 271 5.4 
951 82jVeazie, - 1 40\ 26 .50 521 2.9 
94

1 
82 Steuben, - 1 401 35 41 1 371 4.4 

21 83 Readfield, 1 39 1I 27 :4911 581 2.3 
104 83 Rome, 1 39 20 .56 391 4.2 

62 83 Whitefield, - 1 39) 36 .40 46 3.5 
101 84 Mt. Desert, - 1 381 29 .461 391 4.2 
104 84 Richmond, - t 38! 27 .49 57 1.4 
1071 84 Lovell, 1 38! 30 .46 52 2.9 

39 84;Carmel, 1 38. 28 .48 42 3.9 
99

1 
84 Greenfield, - 1 38 46 .30 271 5.4 

96 84 Brighton, 1 381 31 .45 13 7 .1 
96 84 Moscow, 1 38I 25 .511 30 5.1 
90 84 Brooks, 1 38

1 

31 .45 36 4.5 
99 841:B.,rankfort, - 1 381 13 .631 44 3. 7 
181 84JEdmunds, - 1 381 39 .37 48 3.3 
66! 85 Boothbay, 1 37 27 .49 44 3.7 
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1 36 29 .47 
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1 36 39 .37 
1 35 12 .64 
1 35 22 .54 
1 35 24 .52 
1 35 25 .51 
1 35 24 .52 
1 34 45 .31 
1 34 35 .41 
1 34 32 .44 
1 33 15 .61 
1 33 26 .50 
1 33 36 .401 
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1 33 24 .52 
1 33 37 .39 
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1 31 15 .61 
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1 28 13 .63 
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40 4.1 
51 3.0 
40 4.1 
·51 3.0 
43 3.8 
35 4.6 
17 6.5 
33 4.8 
30 5.1 
40 4.1 
29 5.2 
54 2.7 
38 4.3 
15 6.7 
49 3.2 
50 3.1 
41 4.0 
50 3.1 
51 3.0 
16 6.6 
22 5.9 
31 5.0 

- -
42 3.9 
39 4.2 
58 2.3 
41 4.0 
22 5.9 
52 2.9 
30 5.1 
50 3.1 
1 13.7 

37 4.4 
51 3.0 
40 4.1 
32 4.9 
55 1.6 



86 COMMON S'CHOOLS. 

TABLE III, ( CONTINUED.) 

-----------··~-

~ ~ ...... =' >. = '"' ... o ..... ~'";..; !. a:> >. d- 0"' p.. a:> "' 0 
.,:::; p,. 0 >..s::1 

'1:1 "O i:i i:i ..cl ~ a:> as-= a:><::> 

·I ~ 0 
a5 

..., 00 <+-<o O i:i .$ 8 ......... O..ct ·;; ...... .; <::> d O 
~ !!: ~-~] ... O d i:i a:> ... 

TOWNS. "' i:i O <::>""" ~ 
~ >. 0 ...... 

"d llt)a:> c: &,!?3 ..ct O i:i,.Q <P+> !o a:> • i:::: <::>"' i:1.-< ,:;,..cl 
t ~ Q<O O CO "'~ :§ ... a:> : [] a~ 8~· ~t ~ i:i 

a:> m 
d P.·;;; 

<::> i:i i:i Cl ., i:::: ~ A p. .s .... a:> i:::: ... 
~·1""4•1""4 ..... ... ..... ... 0 ...... • .... >. . 

,.!,:!~ .!,l~ ::l"d 0 

~] § O a:> ~ 0,.d .!:<la:> i:::: 
~,g i:i O 

8-~ i:i ~ I!: i:i.::: 0 d..d "' do·- ..O" ..... ""' p:;::.:: p:; ~ ~~ p:; ~~ ~a~ E-tf~ - - ----------------------------
95 Mapleton, 1 27 56 .14 
96 Trenton, 1 26 22 .54 51 3.0 
96 Baileyville, - 1 26 31 .45 47 3.4 
96 Trescott, 1 26 40 .36 9 8.2 

108 97 Masardis, 1 25 27 .491 36 4.5 
131 97 Letter B, R. 1, 1 .25 47 .29 

99 97 Jones borough, 1 25 45 .31 36 4.5 
48 97 Perry, 1 25 52 .221 43 3.8 

118 97 Linneus, 1 17 41 .35 29 5.2 
103 97 Washburn, - 1 17 46 .30 
129 99 Franklin, 1 17 36 .40 41 4.0 • 116 99 Gouldsborough, - 1 16 30 .46 19 6.3 
140 100 Bradford, 1 16 32 .44 59 1.2 
114 101 Madrid, 1 15 28 .48 28 5.3 
112 102 Mariaville, - I 15 25 .51 30 5.1 

1031No. 6, I 15 37 .39 5 9.8 
105 104 Medford, - 1 11 32 

.441 
27 5.4 

47 1051Eastbrook, - 1 09 23 .53 47 3.4 
116 106 Burlington, - 1 09 35 .41 35 4.6 
108 107 Blanchard, - 1 09 34 

:!!: 
51 3.0 

27 108 Topsfield, 1 07 32 58 2.3 
109 Centreville, - 1 07 6 .72 54 2.7 

128 110 Greenbush, - 1 00 49 .27 40 4.1 
101 111 Medway, I 00 18 .581. 
llO 112J0rient, - 98 45 .31 25 5.6 
131 113IJ onesport, - 96 31 .45 34 4.7 
128 115]N ew Limerick, 96 45 .31 44: 3.7 
143116iMuscle Ridge, 82 17 .60 55 1.6 
14lp 7,Long Island, 82 33 .43 20.0 
13T18

1

Shirley, 65 28 .48 52 2.9 
·133119 Burnham, 61 24 .52 54 2.7 
1381120 Eaton, 61 43 .33 

121:Forestville, 52 55 .17 
122 Prentiss, 50/ 53 .21 59 / 2.2. 
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EXPENSES OF M.AINE SCHOLARS ABROAD. 

In the blanks issued to the several towns last spring, was this 
·question, in substance : " How much money has been paid by citi
izens of your town, for board and tuition of scholars, at Normal 
Schools, Academies, Colleges and Female Seminaries out of the 
State?'' 

This being a new question, and the Registers of the preceding 
year not furnishing any data for the reply, most of the towns made no 
response, or answered that they had no means of knowing. Sev
enty towns in the four hundred answered the question; reporting 
as the aggregate amount paid by the citizens of those seventy 
towns, $22,077 46. I know that many of the towns making no 
answer to this question did send scholars abroad. As nearly 
as I can judge, it is quite reasonable to estimate that not less than 
fifty thousand dollars were paid, the last year, by residents of this 
State for the education of their children out of the State. By an
other method of inquiry I learn that we have had at six Normal or 
Academic Schools, out of the State, about sixty pupils at an ag
gregate annual expense of $7450; aRd at five Female Seminaries 
in Massachusetts forty-eight pupils at an annual expense of $8400. 
These items I gather from correspondence with a few leading 
schools in that State. It is well known that many young ladies 
and gentlemen are at Schools or Colleges elsewhere. When the 
full statistics upon these points can be obtairied, the whole amount 
of moneys thus carried out of the State will be found surprisingly 
large. . 

The suggestion is a very obvious one, that our own classic3:l and 
female Seminaries should be so perfected in their arrangements 
and appliances, that this resort to foreign Schools would be deemed 
no longer necessary. 

ERRATA. The population of Presque Isle, Table II, should read 723, of Van Bu
ren, 616, of Sarsfield, 4 73, of Reed plantation, 72, of Gorham, 3,2511, of Winterport, 
2,380, of Danforth, 283. The footings for the several counties and for the whole 
State are without error. 
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A Table of chartered LITERARY INSTITUTIONS in the Stat€,., 
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Names of Institutions. Where Locat.ed. Incorporated. "' ... 
0 0 
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Bowdoin College, Brunswick, June 27, 1792, 81,000 55,000 
Waterville College, Waterville, ,June 19, 1820, 23,0001 18,000 
Hallowell Academy, Hallowell, March 5, 1791, 3,700 3,000 
Berwick Academy, South Berwick, March 11, 1791, 10,000 10,000 
Fryeburg Academy, Fryeburg, Feb. 19, 1792, 5 000 5,000 
Washington Academy. East Machias, March 7, 1794, 6:5001 3,000 
Lincoln Academy, Newcastle, Feb. 23, 1801, 3,500 2,500 
Monmeuth Academy, Monmouth, Feb. 22, 1803, 3,400 3,400 
Gorham Seminary,* Gorham, March 5, 1803, 23,000 15,000 
Hampden Academy, Hampden, March 7, 1803, 2,800 2,000 
Bluehill Academy, Bluehill, March 8, 1803, 2,000 1,000 
Hebron Academy, Hebron, Feb. 10, 180,i, 1,500 1,200 
Bath Academy, Bath, March 16, 1805, 

,,Oool Farmington Academy, Farmington, Feb. 13, 1807., 1,500 
Bloomfield Academ], Bloomfield, Feb. 13, 1807, 2,500 2,500 
Warren Academy, Warren, Feb. 25, 1808, 
Bridgton Academy, North Bridgton, ·May 8, 1808, 3,0001 2,500 
Limerick Acad·emy, Limerick, Nov. 17, 1808, 3,500 3,500 
North Yarmouth Academy, • Yarmouth, Feb. 4, 1814, 8,000 8,000 
Cony Female Academy, Augusta, Feb. 10, 1818, 
China Academy, • China, June 10, 1818, l,600 l,200 
Maine Wesleyan Seminary, Kent's Hill, July 28, 1823, 33,000 33,000 
Foxcroft Academy, Foxcroft, Jan. 31, 1823, 2,300 2,300 
Anson Academy, • /North Anson, Feb. 28, 1823, 1,000 1,000 
Cherryfield Academy, !Cherryfield, jFeb. 18, 1829, 5,000 4,300 
Alfred Academy, . I Alfred, March 3, 1829, 1,000 600 
Westbrook Seminary, Westbrook, March 4, 1831, 24,0,iO 18,000 
Titcomb Academy, North Belgrade, March 30, 1831, 1,700 1,300 
Eastport Academy, ,Eastport, Jan. 31, 1832, 
St. Albans Academy, /Hartland, Feb. 11, 1832, 3,500 2,500 
Parsonsfield Seminary, IN. Pa,son,field, Feb. 6, 1833, 7,000 6,000 
Lewiston Falls Academy, Danville, Feb. 25, 1834, 2,500 2,500 
Gould's Academy, Bethel, Jan. 27, 1836, 2,000 2,000 
Freedom Academy, Freedom, Feb. 18, 1836, 1,200 800 
Norridgewock Female Acad., N orridgewook, March 20, 1836, 
Charleston Academy, Charleston, Feb. 13, 1837, 2,500 1,300 
Elliot Academy, Elliot, Feb. 26, 1840, 1,400 1,200 
Waterville Academy, Waterville, Feb. 12, 1842, 3,000 2,000 
Litchfield Academy, Litchfield, Feb. 5, 1844, 2,100 2,000 
Newport Academy, Newport, March 17, 1845, 
Lee Normal School, Lee, March 17, 1845, 1,000 800 
Thomaston Academy, Thomaston, April 7, 1845, 3,000 2,800 
St. George Academy, St. George, April 8, 1845, 
Somerset Academy, Athens, June 20, 1846, 2,0431 1,800 
M1Jttanawcook Academy, Lincoln, July 29, 1846, 1,3001 1,000 
East Corinth Academy, East Corinth, July 30, 1846, 1,500, 1,500 
Houlton Academy, Houlton, June 14, 1847, 2,000 1,000 
Patten Academy, Patten, June 18, 1847, 
Monson Academy, Monson, July 26, 1847, 1,200 
Litchfield Liberal Institute, Litchfield, July 26, 1847, 
Limington Academy, Limington, Aug. 8, 1848, 2,500 2,500 
Standish Academy, Standish, Aug. 8, 1848, 1,200 1,000 
East Me. Conference Seminary, Bucksport, June 8, 1849, 28,000 25,000 
Norway Liberal Institute, Norway, June 25, 1849, 
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ii·ith an Abstract of Returns indicating their condition in 1860 • 
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A Table of chartered LITERARY INSTITUTIONS in the State • 

Names of Institutions. Where Located. Incorporated. 

---------------------
Oxford Normal Institute, Paris, July 28, 1849, 
Union Academy, . Oldtown, Aug. 8, 1848, 
East Pittston Academy, East Pittston, Feb. 1849, 
Lebanon Acarlemy, West Lebanon, Aug. 24, 1850, 
Calais Academy, • Calais, Aug. 28, 1850, 
Corinna Union Academy, Corinna, June 3, 1851, 
Towle's Academy, Winthrop, Feb. 14, 1852, 
Oak Grove School, Vassalborough, April 5, 1854, 
Maine State Seminary, Lewiston, March 16, 1855, 
Oak Grove Seminary, Falmouth, April 14, 1857, 
Presque Isle Academy, Presque Isle, Feb. 17, 1858, 
West Gardiner Academy, West Gardiner, March 11, 1859, 
Harpswell Academy, Harpswell, April 2, 1859, 
Richmond Academy, Richmond, Feb., 1861, 
Paris Hill Academy, Paris, Feb., 1861, 

TABLE OF ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS. 

..... 
0 

---

1,000 

3,000 
1,700 

11,000 
36,000 

• 2,300 
2,300 
1,200 

--

800 

2,500 
1,200 

10,500 
36,000 

2,000 
2,300 
1,200 

On the pages above will be found a list of the various Acade
mies, Seminaries and Colleges in active operation in the State. 
The items appended were collected last year, in compliance with a 
Resolve passed the year before. It seems very proper that the 
several literary institutions chartered by the State, holding, as the 
most of them do, funds which have been entrusted to them by the 
State, should make an annual report of the condition of those 
funds, ai:id the general prosperity of their schools ; the information 
thus obtained to be compiled in proper form for the Superintend
ent's Report. In this way a general view of our educational af
fairs and institutions would be accessible to all the people. 
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It may be remembered that the Report of last year contained a 
list of all the literary institutions which had been chartered by the 
State. Many of these are known to have discontinued their ac
tive operations, or to have passed under the control of towns or dis
tricts where they were located, as public free schools. The names 
,,.f such, as well as of those supposed to be extinct, have been 
omitted from this list. 

* The names of" Gorlmm Academy" and "Maine Female Seminary," both had a 
place upon the list of last ye[tr. By an act of the Legislature, last winter, the name 
of the Semimtry was changed, and male students allowed to be received. I have 
therefore entered opposite the name of" Gorham Seminn,ry," the date of the original 
Academy charter, and the items of" funds," &c., belonging to the Seminary, as the 
proper representation of the existing arrangement. 
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ENG RA VIN GS. The School Reports have commonly contained en
gravings of school buildings, plans, apparatus or furniture, at 
greater or less expense. I have thought it better to avoid all such 
expenditure this year, and have inserted only an engraving of the 
Maine State Seminary, and the following cuts of school furniture, 
both obtained without any cost. 

The singular mistakes made by many of our country mechanics, 
in the shape, hight and style of school furniture, make it desirable 
to have before them the best models. Many districts prefer to pur
chase their desks ready-made, and of such style as will give to their 
rooms an air of neatness and comfort. Those manufactured by Mr. 
Jos. L. Ross, Chardon St., Boston, a few of which are figured be
low, are of excellent pattern and workmanship. 

This engra-ving represents Ross' Public School Teachers' Desk. 
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This engraving represents Ross' Union (Portable) Gram
mar School Double Desk and Chairs. Length of desk, 3 
feet 10 inches. \Vidth of desk, 1 foot 3 inches. Space 
required for chairs, between desks, 17 inches. (See grade 
of hights under next cut.) 

No. 1, extra, Desk and Chair, for pupils from 17 years 
of age and upwards; No. 1, for pupils from 14 to 17; No. 2, 
for pupils from 12 to 14; No. 3, for pupils from 10 to 12; 
No. 4, for pupils from 8 to 10. Length of desk, 2 feet. 
Width of desk, 1 foot 3 inches. Space required for chairs, 
between desks, 1 7 inches. 
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Primary Single Desk and chair1 

made of three different bights, for 
pupils from 4 years to 8. 

Width of No. 1 desk, 
"'Width of No. 2 " 

Width of No. 3 " 

11 inches. 

10 " 
9 " 

Space required for chairs between 
desks, 14 inches. 

No. 1, extra, desk and chair1 

for pupils from _17 years of age 
and upwards ; No. 1, for pu
pils from 14 to 17 ; No. 2, fol' 
pupils from 12 to 14; No. 3: 

for pupils from 10 to 12; No. 
4, for pupils from 8 to 10. 
Length of desk, 2 feet. ·width 

·; of desk, 1 foot 3 inches. Space 
z:"'i;;;~ required for chairs, between 

desks, 17 inches, 

This engraving repre,, 

sents Ross' High School
1 

or Academy Single Desk 
and chair ; fall to lift; plain 
top. Tbey are gradAd of 
five different bights, No, 
1 Ex., 1, 2, 3, 4 1 or pu~ 
pils of different ages from 
8 to IS. 
L'ngth of desk, 2ft. 3inch. 
Width of " 1 ft. 8 " 

Space required for chairs1 

between desks, 17 inches, 
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