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TIIIRTY-SEVENTII LEGISLATUitE. 
IIOUSE,] [N,·, 8, 

STATE OF iI.AINE. 

I:f TIIE YE \R OF OUR LORD OXE THOUSAL\'D EIOIIT IIUXDI:ED AXD 

J,'U'T'l-.EIGJiT . 

.:\\'" .\CT additional to chnptcr !\Ych·c of the Hcrisctl 
Statutes, respecting Parishes and Hdigious Societies,. 

Be it enacted b; the Senate ancl Ilouse of Rcprese1, ta· 

fives in Legislature assemb?ed, as falloffs: 

SE'cno~ I. \\'hcncYer the fonds reqi:ired for tLc 

2 support of the pnlilic ministry of religion, in any pnr· 

3 i:sh, arc raised liy an assessment upon the pews or Sli1ts, 

4 according to the prorisions of clinpter t,Tche of the 

5 llcrisccl Statutes, the moneys so raised sln,11 be ap· 

G propriate<l for the maintenance of religious worship, 

'7 in sai,l parish, in such manner as a majority of the 

8 pe1Y-holders present ancl yotiug at any legal meet· 

9 ing, shall determine. 

6tevo11a & 1:laywaru, l'rinterii to the Stato. 



2 HOUSE- No. 8. 

SECT. 2. Any person owning a seat or pew in the 

2 house of worship of any territorial parish, which seat 

3 or pew is not customarily occupied by him, or his 

4 family, or by some person or persons holding under 

5 him, and who may be dissatisfied with the action of 

6 the parish . under the first section of this act, shall 

7 have the right to sell his seat or pew to the parish; 

8 and if he cannot agree with the assessors of the par-

9 ish upon a price for said pew, the price shall be 

10 ascertained. and determined in the following manner: 

11 The pew-holder shall designate one discreet and 

12 disinterested appraiser, the assessors of the parish 

13 a second, and these two a third, which three shall 

14 proceed to estimate the value of said seat or pew, 

15 and to fix a price for the same ; and the assessors, in 

16 behalf of the parish, shall, at the expiration of one 

17 month after the fixing of the price, as aforesaid, pur-

18 chase and pay for said seat or pew, at the price agreed 

19 upon by the appraisers; provided always, that the 

20 pew-holder, if he shall so e)ect, may, at any time 

21 before the expiration of the month aforesaid, dispose 

22 of his pew at private sale, or at auction to the highest 

23 bidder. 

SECT. 3. Every male citizen of the United States, 

2 of the age of twenty-one years and upwards, except 
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3 persons under gnardianship, and persons who arc 

4 members of other parishes, kl.Ying his rc~;idcnce 

G in this State, shall be entitled to vote in the afi:1i:·.3 

7 thereof; but the right of votrng afores:1i.d shall not 

8 be exercised, unless he shall have paitl taxes in the 

9 parish, according to the provisions and requirements 

10 of this act, and of chapter twelve of the Revised 

11 Statutes, for the year next preceding the meeting at 

12 which he shall present his vote. 

SECT. 4. The provisions of this act shall not ap-

2 ply to those parishes, or to those cases, in which 

3 persons, of different religious denominations, have 

4 united in building a house of worship, with the in-

5 tention and agreement, that said house may be occu-

6 pied by each of the denominations thus uniting, an 

'7 equitable portion of the time. 

·SECT. 5. This act shall take effect, and be in force, 

2 from and after its approval by the governor. 



IIOuSE-No. 8. 

A. 

Amel1(1 section hrn, hy striking out the worJ.;, "sl1:tl1 have tln 

2 ri}1t to," i_n tlic sixth and sercutli J:nc3 of the s:tmc, aml illSO, t· 

:} i11 6 tl1crcof tl:c ,rord m '!J· 

4 Abo, further ameml the s:1mc in 1Gtl, line, hy strikin:; out t110 

5 ,ronb, ''1:,li:11! at tlic cxpi1"c1tion of," allL1 itl3'.:rtiu6 in tlieir pbco 

G tlic wonl::1 nwy wir !tin. 

7 Also, amewl same by striking out nll after the ,ronl pcw-ho:,1-

8 01· in twentieth line, anJ inserting in tlrn 11Ltcc thereof the ful. 

0 fo,ring words, to ,rit: 

JO Eb all not be oLligcd by reason of such proceedings, to com·cy 

11 stid scat or pew; anll proviJLJ further, that if tlie parish slia;l 

J :2 refuse to take arnl p1y for tho said scat or pew, at tlic pri~e so 

13 fixeiJ, no as3es.smcnt made, after such pew-lwlJcr shall h:ixo 

1-1: <le,ignnted an nppraiscr a:id notifi~d the ns,es,ors thereof, slrnll 

15 be v:1lid; so that as amendctl, the section should read as follows: 

1 G fi;i::cnox 2. Any person owning a teat or pew in the l1ouse of 

17 ,rorsliip of any tcnitorial parish, which scat or pew i:l not cus

]8 tomarilY, oc~upic,1 hy l1im or liiR family, or by some person or 

10 persons l,uUing un<lcr l1im, arn1 who m:1y be tlissatisfic<l ,rith tho 

rn a:.:t:cn of the parish untler the first section of tlii:i uct, may sell 

21 Lis seat or pew to the parish; and if he cannot agree with tho 
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23 assessors of the prrrish upon the price for saiLl scat or pew, tho 

rn price shall be ascertained in the following manner: 

2-! The pew-holder shall dcsigrnite on& discreet and tli~intcrcstcd 

2r; appraiser, the assessors of the parish a second, arnl tlicse two a. 

2G thin], who shrrll proceed to estim:1te the value of s,tid scat or 

!:7 pew, and to fix a price for the s:tme; an<l tl1c :messors, in behalf 

23 of the p:1ri.,h, rn:1y, within tbil'ty days thcrcaftcnr:ml~, purchase 

2Cl :uHl p:i_y far s:1i1l se.1t or pew, at the price ngrec1l upo:1 hy the 

30 appraisers; prorilletl always, tliat tlie pcw-l10l1le_r shall not be 

31 o',li;,;cLl hy reason of s1.wh proccc1lin61 to eonl'cy his scat or 

3:2 pew; and prO\ i1lcd fu1 thcr, that if tlw p:11i~h shall refuse to 

3 l t.Lke arnl pay for the s,ii,l scat 01· pew, at the price so fixe,1, no 

34 assessment made aftel' such pcw-LolJer shall ha Ye 1ksigna tl'll an, 

35 a pprai,;cr, aud notifi,d the assessors thereof, shall be valiJ. 





STATE OF MAINE. 

IIousE OF IlEPRESENTATIVES, Feb. 10, 1858. 

This bill was read twice, and on motion of Mr. · PRENTISS 

of Bangor, it was laid on the table, and 350 copies of the bill and 

amendment ordered to be printed for the use of the Legislature. 

G. W. WILCOX, Clerk. 




