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THIIlTY-SIX.TII LEf} ISLA_TUilE, 
SEYATE.J [Yo. 2 • 

ST.ATE Ol? MAINE. 

T1rn Joint Select Committee, to whom was re-committed their 
report on the "Treasurer;s Report," with instructions "to report 

whether any, and what sums have been drawn out of the Treasury 
the last year on warrants, beyond appropriations-what sums on 
warrants, for which no appropriation had been made--and what 
sum has been paid out of the Treasury since Dec. 31st, 1856, on 
warrants drawn before that time," have attended to the duty 
,1ssigned them, and 

REPORT: 

That they have examined the books of the Treasurer, and the 
aecount book of the Governor and Council; and by them it appears 
there has been drawn out of the Treasury on warrants of the Governor 
and Council, for services rendered and contracted for in pursuance 

of law, but over and :1bove the appropriations m,tde for those 

objects, in the sum of $4,659 03 

There has also been drawn from the Treasury; on warrants of the 
Oovernor and Council, for services rendere<l. ju pursuance of law, 

'; on appropriations to be madet but for which none had been made, 

the sum of $6) 50 45 



• 

2 SENATE.-No. 2. 

There has also been drawn from the Treasury, on warrants of the 
Governor and Council, under resolves authorizing the drawing, 
( which may perhaps be considered as making appropriations,) but 
which amounts were not included in the appropriation bills for the 
year, the sum of $2,695 70 

And there has been dritwn from the Treasury on warrants of the 
Governor and Council, for Commissioner at Washington, appointed 
under a resolve passed March 17th, 1855; in that resolve there is 
no fixed compensation, nor is there any authority for fixing it, or 
for auditing or paying the bills, the expemies heretofore having been 
paid out of the contingent fund of the Governor and Council, the 
amount drawn, being the sum of $2,692 74 

There has been paid from the 'rreasury since the 31st December 
last, on warrants drawn before that time

1 
for bills and claims which 

were a part of the expenses of 1856, but not charged in the Treas­
ury accounts for that year, toe sum of $48,959 96 

There has also been received into the Treasury, since said 31st 
of December, which ~lso belongs to the accounts of 1856, the sum 
of $54,069 W 

There was paid out of the 1,reasury in January, 1856, which 
belonged to the expenses of 1855, the sum of $12,169 54 
and received in the same month, belonging to the same account, the 

sum of $39,638 52 

This overlapping of accounts from year to year, .is occasioned by 
the accounts of the Treasurer being made up to the end of the year, 
and then closed; while the new Treasurer does not take the office 
for some days after, the acoounts going on daily, aml therefore the 
lapping over seems to be in a great measure unavoidable. 

The practice of overdrawing, and drawing '' on appropriations to 
be made," originated some years ago, in a supposed necessity, and 
has been continued to some extent ever since, the amount being 
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sometimes small, and sometimes much brger, owing in p11rt, it is 

supposed, to the appropriations having been reduced, as was the 

case the last year; all, however, being contrary to the provisions of the 

Constitution, and against law. Tho Committee know of no necessity 

sufficiently urgent to justify a violation of the fundamental hws of 

the land. And they therefore recomrncrnl tbe passage of ~1 law 

requiring the Governor and Council in tinYwing, and the 11rcasurer 

in paying 'tY::irrants, to adhcrtl strictly to tho hw:,-ncithcr making 

or paying warrants, without an ~1ppropriation having been previous1y 

made therefor . 
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ST1 ATE OF MAINE. 

___ ___.____.. ...... ...._ ____ _ 

IN SENATE, Jan. 23, 185'i'. 

ORDERED, That 350 copies of the foregoing Report (from the Joint Select 
Committee, to whom was recommitted their previous report on Treasurer's 
accounts, with instructions,) be printed for the use of the Legislature. 

ATTEST: JOS. K. CLARK, Secretary pro tem. 




