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Tiillt'fY-SIXTH LEC}ISLATUllE. 
llOL'SE.] [No. 33. 

STATE OF ~MAINE. 

Trrn Committee, to whjch was referred so much of il1e Gov­
ernor's Message as relates to Kansas Affairs and Sbvcry, ask leave 
to 

REPORT: 

The purposes and policy of the slave power, as developed ,Yithin 
the last few years, have filled the minds of the friends of fr;_'e in­
stitutions with apprehension and alarm. The governrnent of the 
United States, vi11ich was instituted to protect arnl peipetuate 
human freedom, has been subverted from its original design to pro­
tect and perpetuate human slavery. 

By the original policy of the government, the whole of the 
national domain was devoted to the purposes of freedom. 

In 1820, by the l\ifissouri CompromiE,e Act, a part of the na­
tional domain was, by implication, at least, conceded to slavery, and 
now, the slave power boldly claims the whole, for its own purposes. 

In the earlier and more yjrtuous day:, of the republic, slavery 
was almQst universally regarded as- a g:rea.t moral, social and polit-
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ical evil, at war with the common ideas of justice, and the pdn~ 
ciples upon which our government was founded. Washington, 
Jefferson, Ma,dison and Patrick Henry, in common with many other 
illustrious southern men, regarded its abolition as an object of 

desire. A spirit of toleration was invoked for it, until, by the 
influences of our free institutions, it should ultimately disappear, 
and be numbered with the institutions of the past. It was regarded 
as strictly a local institution, depending for existence, upon the 
force of local laws, and its extension was not expected nor desired. 

It existed in a mitigated form, for some years after the adoption 
of the constitution, in some of the present free States, but it early 
disappeared, in obedience to the spirit of the times, and the influ­

ences of advancing civilization. It was supposed that such would 

be its fate, at no distant day, wherever it existed in the United 

States. 
In 1820 a new policy was inaugurated. By an unfortunate 

compromise, slavery was permitted to go into Missouri under the 
sanction of the federal government. 

The proposition to admit Missouri with slavery met with great 
opposition in Congress and throughout the country, it being the 
first departure from the early policy of the government in relation 
to the extension of slavery. Several slave states were subsequently 
admitted into the Union with but little opposition. 

In 1845, after a severe and somewhat protracted political strug­
gle, Texas was annexed to the United States for the triple purpose 

of perpetuating slavery in that territory, rendering slave property 
more secure in Louisiana and Arkansas, and increasing the value 

of human flesh in the older slave states. 

Since the year 1793, the territory obtained by the United States, 
by conquest and purchase, has cost more than $800,000,000. More 
than three-fourths this amount has been paid by the free states. 
And yet, from the territory thus obtained and paid for, five states 
have been given to slavery, and but two to freedom. 

In the year 1850, the compromise measures, including the fugi ... 
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tive slave bw, were passed hy Congress, as an alleged adjustment 

of the whole slavery question. 

It was now confidently predicted tha,t the agitation of slavery 

woul(1 cease. The two then CAisting great political pa1ties concurred 

in the declaration, that they would rnsist a renewal of the agita­

tion. 

Upon the basis of this adjustment, Mr. Pierce was subsec1uently 

m:ule !'resident with almost unparalleled umtnirnity. 

He entered upon the disclu1rge of his official duties, with a 

solemn pledge; voluntarily nmt1ci that by no official act of his, should 

the pe.1ce of the country be disturbed, in the re!1ewal of the agi­

tation of the question of slavery. 

)lany 1)co11lci losing sight of the fact tlmt freedom and slavery 

nrc eLema.l antagonisms, hoped that the peace would be permanent. 

But in the yc.ir 1854, the people of the free states were startled 

by n new and alarming movement of tbe :3bve power. 

A propositi011 was made in Congress to repeal the Missouri Com­

prorni:::ie act. By this act, Missouri had been admitted into the 

Gi1iou with slavery, after a long and earnest opposition by the 

people of the northern states, in consideration of the perpetual pro­

bitJition of slavery in the present terriwrrns of Kansr.s and Ne­

brn:::llrn. 
:Missouri had tuken her place among the states, had added her 

influence to the potent influence of the slave power, for a period of 

thirty years, ;)y virtue of tho compromise act, and now this power 

steps boldly forwa1d with a proposition to deprive the northern 

st;1tcs of the benefit of the slavery restriction, as relating to the 

tenitories of Kansas and Nebr~ska. The agitation of the slavery 

{1uestion was thus renewed with increased intensity. The excite ... 

ment in the free states was without parallel in the ·whole history of 

le6islation upon the question of slavery. 

The friemls of free institutions were filled with indignation at the 

breach of faith involved in the proposed repeal of the slavery re­

striction. .A.11 classes joined to swell the voice of earnest remon~ 

~t,ranoe. 
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So neatly universal was the opposition to this :measme, in tbe 
free states, it was a rare thing to find a person even among the 
"natural allies of slavery," to olfer for it any apology. But the 

slave power pushed the measure with relentless deterrnina,tion; and 
having control of the admimstration, and the patronage of the gov­
ernment, it was carried, and Kansas ,vas opened to slavery. 

There seemed one opportunity left to confer upon Kansas the 

inestimable blessings of freedom. I~y the act organizing a govern­

ment for that territory, it was declared that "the true intent and 

meaning of the act is not to legislate slavery into any state or teni­

tory, or exclude it therefrom; but to leave the people thereof per­

fectly free to form and regulate their domestic institutions in their 

own way, subject only to the constitution of the United States." 
The people of the free states now proposed to go into the terri­

tory, settle there in good faith, and determine the matter peaceably 

at the ballot box, in strict compliance with the terms of the organic 

act. But at the election they found themselves surrounded by new 
difficulties. The doctrine of popular sovereignty, which had been 
found so convenient and efficient in breaking down the slavery re­
striction, now stood in the way of the purposes of the slave power, 
and the elections were controlled by armed invasions from Missouri. 

The present Legislative Assembly of Kansas was elected by citi­
zens of Missouri, and many of its members were not, at the time 
of their election, nor had they ever been, citizens of Kansas. This 

government of Kansas, which is one of the most monstrous usurp­
ations which the world bas ever known, receives the sanction and 

protection of the federal government. The whole doctrine of popu­

lar sovereignty was repudiated first by the slave power; and then, at 

the demand of the slave power, by tlrn federal government. 

Of the laws of the Kansas legislative assembly, it is not neces­

sary here to speak. Their character is sufficiently well known to 

the public. The acts of tyranny and outrage which were perpe­
trated in the name of law and order in that ill-fated territory, 

through a succession of many months, for the purpose of extermi­

nating the free state settlers, are also well known. 
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It may not be imprnpei', however, to introduce an extract from 

the late messrtge of Gov. Ge~try; to show the state of affairs in 
Kansas, when he entered upon the discharge of his officia,l duties 

there. He says: 

'' The territory was declared, by the :tcting Governor to be in a 
staLe of insurrection; the civil authority was powerless-entirely 
·widwut capaci~y to vindicate the majesty of the law, and restore 
the broken pe:1ce; the existing difficulties of afar 'lnore compli­
cated clwracier titan I had anticipated; predatory bands, whose 
sole aim: unrelieved by the mitigation of political causes, was as­
sussination, arson, plunder, and rapine, had undisturbed posses­
sion of some portions of the territory, while every part of it was 
kept in constant alarm and terror; unojfending and peaceable cit­
faens were driven from) their lwnies; others murdered in their 
owu dwellings, which were given to the flames; that sacred respect 
for woma,11; which has characterized all civilized nations, seemed in 
the lwur of mad e.1.:ciie1rwnt tu be for gotten; partisan feeling, on 
:111 si<les: intensely excited by a question which inflamed the entire 
nation, almost closed the minds of the people against me ; the most 
unfortunate suspicions prevailed; in isolated country places no 
nrnn· s life was safo; robberies and rnurders were of daily occur­
rence;. uearly every Jarm house u:as deserted; and no travcllcr 
r:ou[cl safely vent:1re on the highway w1'.tlwut an escort. This 
S1,nte of affairs was greatly aggravated by the interference of prom­
inent politicicms outside of tlie territory. 

The foregoing is but a faint ontb:ne of the fearful condition of 
things which ruled Kansas and convulsed the nation. The full 
picture wi11 be drawn by the iron pen of impartial history1 and the 
actors in the various scenes will be assigned their true positions.il 

It will be seen that the testimony of Gov. Geary confirms, in a. 

most remarkahle m:mner, the repres~mtations made by the free 

slate settlers of Kansas, of outrage and violence, which prevailed 

for many months in the territory. 

As WJth im1ivic1ua1s, co with governments, there is great danger 

in the firs~ wrong step. The admission of Missouri into the Union 

1.vith sbvery, bas been followed by a succession of demands by the 

slaYe power, and corresponding concessions by the free states, until 

constitutional liberty in this country is threatened with final and 

irretrieva,h1e overthrow. 
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The slave power, e~couraged by a succession of :important victo­
ries, is now putting forth new and alarming assumptions. Rendered 
bold and defiant by its successes, it seeks no new compromises; but 

claims to have slavery recognized as the supreme law of the land, 

by virtue of the constitution of the United States. 
So far now from apologizing for the existence of slavery, jt claims 

for it the sanction of christianity. It declares it to be necessary 

and right, and the natural and norrnal condition of the laboring 

man, whether white or black. 
The doctrine is rapidly gaining ground in the E,outhern states, 

that the laboring man, without regard to color, shou1d be owned by 
the capitalist. Free institutions-including free farms, free labor, 
free presses, and free schools, are denounced with unspa.ring severity. 

Northern men who adhere to the fortunes of the slave power may 
not yet be 1·eady to endorse these doctrines, but they will come to 
it at last. Some of them have already done so. One of the New 

York city presses, which aided the present administration into power, 
in speaking of the poor white people of that city, says: 

"Sell the parents of these children into slavery. Let.our Legis­
lature pass a law, that whoever will take these parents and take 
care of them and their offspring, jn sickness and in health, clothe 
them, feed them, and house them, shaU be legally entitled to their 
service; and let the same Legislature decree that whoever receives 
these parents and their children, and obtains their gervices, shall 
take care of them as long as they live." 

The slave power repudiates also the docti-1ne that sbvery i1s a 

local institution. When it was found that popular sovereignty 
stood in the way of enslaving Kansas, it was discarded; and a new 

doctrine interposed to meet the exigency. This doctrine is, " that 

the constjtution of the United States recognizes and protects slavery, 

wherever that instrument extends." It is claimed that "the ri()'ht 
0 

of a southern man to his shwe is equal in its length and breadth to 
to the right of a northern man to his hol'se," and that the ':south 
should make the recognition of this right full, complete, and indis­

putable." This doctrine means that slaveholders. may take thefr 
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s1aves where they please, and demand the protection of the federal 
government. It throws down the last barrier to the extension of 
slavery into the territories or states, and so far as it relates to the 
territories, it has received the sanction of the highest tribunal in 
the land. 

It requires but a single additional step of judicial tyranny to 

legalize slavery all over the United States, and the monument 
which was erected at Bunkei.:s Hilli to commemorate tho first battle 

for American liberty, may yet cast its shadow over the auction 
block of the slave trader. 

The public mind has awaited with great interest the first indica­

tion of the policy which would be pursued by the administration 
·which has just come into power, in rebtion to the question of slavery. 

The views of the new President upon the doctrine of squatter sov­

ereignty having been made public almm,t simultaneously with the 

late decision of the Supreme Court of the United States, in the 
Dred Scott c:1se, and being interpreted by that decision, are full of 
significance. 

In his mess:1ge the President says: "Congress is neither to 

legislate slavery into tcrrit01ies or states, nor to exclude it there­
from, but to leave the people perfeetl;y free to form and regulate 
their domestic institutions in the1r o,yn way, subject only to the 
constitution of the United States." ~rims, his views on tho question 
of sbvery in the territories are announced in the language of the 
Kansas-Nebraska, bill. The question o:: sh very is confessedly the 
most important question upon which the people of the territories are 
called to act. lVhen may they act upon this question? The 
President goes on to say: "A difference of opinion has arisen in 

regard to the time when the people of a territory may decide this 
question for themselves." " It has been my individual opinion 
that, under the Nebraska-Kansas act, the appropriate period will 
be when the number of actual resident:, in the territory shall jus­

tify the formation of a constitution, with a view of its admission as 

a state into the Union." 
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They are not to decide this question, then, till their numbers 
shall justify the formation of a constitution. This may be five, ten, 
fifteer1, or twenty years, and during this whole time they are not to 
be allowed to exercise the rights of squatter sovereignty, at all, 
up::n the question of the most vital importance. And this is tanta­
mount to being allowed no action upon the question of slavery, for 
during this period of suspended squatter sovereignty, ihe institu­
tion may strike its roots so deeply into the soil of the territories, as 
to defy all efforts for its extermination. Practically this doctrine 

is precisely the same, as the southern doctrine. 
The slave power claims the right for the slave holder, of going 

into the territories in spite of squatter sovereignty. The Presi­
dent proposes to suspend squatter sovereignty to let them go into 
the territories with their slaves. And wlien slavery is hopelessly 
fastened to a territory, then tlie people may vote to exclude it. 

The whole question having been t!tus settled, by the President 

and Supreme Court of the United Sta.tes, the President_ asks, with 
great simpljcity-i' May we not then hope, that the long agi~ation 
of this subject is approaching an end, and that the geographical 
parties, to which it has given birth, so much dreaded by tl1e father 
vf this country, will specdi]y become extinct." •'k- * * 

"This question of domestfo slavery 1s of far greater importance 
than any mern political questjon, because, should the agitation con­
tinue, it might eventually endanger tlw personal safety of a large 
portion of our counlrynien, wllere the institution exists." 

The Presic1ent and his friends, who so much deprecate agitation, 
on account of the danger which it involves; should know that those 
who are engag2d in the commission of great crimes against man­
kind, are always in danger, and the mere cessation of agjtation 
will not save them from the retrioution which must and will ulti­
mately overtake them. 

The Prnsident also says: "No nation jn the tide of time bas 
ever been blessed with so rich and noble an inheritance as we enjoy 

in the public lands. * * * We should never forget that it is our 
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cardinal policy to preserve these lands as :much as may be, for actual 
seUlers. * * We shall thus not on1y best promote the prosperity 
of the new states, by furnishing them with a hardy and inde­
pendent race of honest, industrious citizens, but shall seeure homes 
for our children, and children's chilclrnn, as well as for those exiles 
from foreign shores, who may seel:: in this country to improve their 
condition, and to enjoy the blessings or civil and religious liberty." 

But tbe policy which the President proposes to pursue in rehtion 
to those public lands, must iuevi tahly give the finest por~ions of 
them, to a system of shiftless, thrifdcss and impoverishing hibor, to 
the utter exclusion, not only of the chilchen of the citizens of free 

states, but those exiles from fol'eign shores, who may seek to im­
prove their condition in this country. Men whose only capit<1l is 
good health, good character and s~rnng sinews, seldom go into a 

communi(;y where labor is degraded by being brought in contact 
wiLh slavery. 

Mr. Jefferson has said-:, Error cases to ;Je dangerous, when 
ronson is left free to combat it.i) Nothing shows more forciLly the 
dangerous ch11,racter of sb,very, than the determined effo~·~s of its 
supporters to shield it from investigation. Freedom of speoe;h and 
of the press exist only in name in tlie scmthem statCf:l. An unre­
lenting spii-it of ostracism closes all lips which would speak in fo,yor 
of freedom. Tlie same Sl)i1·it has extcrnlecl jnto Congressi and for 
many y8ars aitempts h;1ve been made to rrnppre8s the fi·eel1om of 
debate there. A few months ago, one of our most aC:;complisbed 
stat8smon, whose voice had, on various occc:1sions, 0eea eloq_uenLly 
and effoci;ively rafaed, in bebali: of free iostiLutions, vrns nearly as­
sa~~sinated in bis own seat in the senai;o dmmber, iho place wiiere, 
above ,111 others, he should have been ;3ecure from persoaal violence. 
rrho sovereign State of lvfassacbmeUs was thus deprived or one­
half its represeni;ai;ion in the senate at a most c1·1tical junctme. 

The unZortunc1to man who perpei;raced this act, has been the oo­
jcct of severe rebuke, but tbe responsibil.ity should iJe pbcec1 where 
it belongs, uron the system under whose adverse jnflucnces he was 
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educated, and by whose spirit this act was demanded at his hands. 

It was not simply a blow, inflicted by a southern man upon a north­

ern man, but an attack of the slave power upon constitutional free­

dom. 

In rt viewing the objections against slavery: we assert that it repudi­

ates the trnths of the declarn6on of independence-it contravenes each 

specific purpose for which the constitution of the United States was 

adopted, as set forth in the prea.rnble to that instrument-it lives 

upon the toil and sweat of unpaid labor-it buys and sells human 

beings: as oxen and horses are bought and sold-it impiously claims 

that slavery is the 11:.1tural and normal condi6on of the laboring 

man, whether white or black-it excludes free wh:ite laborers from 

all territory where jt obtains the ascendency-it withholds the 

means of education from the masses-it tolerates no opinions adverse 

to its own interests-it boasts of the superior strength and secmity 

of its own society, and yet is thrown into great alarm, when a few 

slaves are found together at unusual times, in unusual p1aces-it 
seeks to govern eighteen milfons of freemen by an odious oligarchy 
of four hundred thousand slaveholders-it bends to its own pur­

poses the supreme court of the United States, and fo1ces that tri­

bunal which was former1y the bulwark of Hberty: to sanctjon the 

most monstrous schemes, for the p1opagandism of slavery-it 
demands an entire fulfillment of all the conditions of all compro­

mises which inure to its own benefit, and basely repudiates all the 

conditions of all compromises, which inure to the benefit of free­

dom, when such conditions stand in the way of its own purposes. 

The free people of ~fajne wm never consent to the expansion of 

such a system as this. DjscJajming now as they always have, any 

intention of interferjng with slavery where it exists under state 

jurisdiction, it is believed that, with a full apprecia,tion of all the 

responsibility whjch attaches to the act, they are ready to say in 

the language of Mr. Webster-" Our opposition to the further ex­
tension of local slavery jn this countl'y, or to the increase of slave 

representation in Congress, is general and universal. It has no 
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reference to limits of latitude or points of the compass. We shall 

oppose all such extension and all such increase; in a11 places, at all 
times, under all circumstances, even a;5ctinst all inducements, 

against all supposed limitations of great interests, against all com­

binations, against all compromises." 

In closing this report, it will be proper to refer briefly to the 

present state of affairs in Kansas. About the time of the presi­

dential election, there was a material change of policy in the 

tenitory. J uclge Lecompte was removed, at the demand of Gov. 

Geary, for gross judicial misconduct. Marshall Donaldson resigned 

ltis commission, and Buford and Titus, who had been conspicuous 

leaders in the war upon the free state settbrs, retired from the ter­

ritory, the former to his home in Georgia, and the latter to a con­

genial field of operations in Central Amorim. Since that time, 

the free state settlers h;1ve enjoyed a measure of peace. 

Tho destitution and suffering which existed for many months in 

the territory, has; to a gre,1t extent, been relieved by the generous 

contributions of a sympathizing public. About $100,000 in money, 

provisions, and substantial clothing, was sent into the tenitory 

through the National Kansas Committee. Large sums found their 
way there through other channels. If there should be a recurrence 

of t1estitution and wa,nt, it will be promptly met in the sa,me 

manner. 

Nothing has been done by Congress or the legislative assembly 

of Kansa,s to relieve; materially, the settlers from the odious legis­
lation which has cursed the territory for so many months. 

On the contrary, if late reports are to be credited, new acts of a 

more tyrannical character have been added to the list. 

Intelligence of fresh acts of violence and outrage has a1so been 

received, and there is reason to apprehend that the struggle between 

freedom :rnd s1avery; on the soil of KansaB, is not yet terminated. 

A11 accounts concur in representing that the emigration to the 

territory within the next few monthe-.· ". ill be very large, and that 

by it, the preponderance of the ff state settlers will be greatly 

increased. 
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It is due Gov. Geary to say, that he has declared his intentjon to 
have justice done all pal'ties, and to preserve i.be puri~y of the 
ballot box. Eut his approval of the L1ie odious legislation which 
has just passed the legislative assembly; is certainly ca1cufa~e<l to 
weal:en the confidence of the public in his ptofessions. 

The lat:e decision of the supreme court of the United States, in 
ihe case of Dred Scott, considered in connection with the President's 
message and the constitui,ion of the new cabinet, certainly looks 
ominous for the cause of freedom, not on] y in K:111sas, buV every­
where in the United States. By 'i.his decision, no person of the 
African race, ahhough he may have a skin as white, an intellect 
as towering and character as pure and noble as any judge upon i:hat 
bench, can be a citizen of the United S~ates, under the constitu­
tion. 

Dre<l Scott, who; according to Judge McLean, is free by the de­
cisions of the last twenty-eight years, is doomed, with his family, 
to slavery. 

More than eighty years ago 1 in the celebrated Somersett case, 
England, through the voice of the highest tribuna.1, uttered the 
mandate-" Let the negro go free," and ;mmediately the shackles 
fell from the limbs of the last slave on English soil, and since that 
time it has been the boast of Englishme11; ibat no slave can breathe 
the a.ir of England. 

In 1857, in the case of Dred Scott, the highest tri0unal of the 
Un1i;ed States, the boasted land of the free and borne of the brave, 
utters the mandate, lei the negro with his wife and children be 
doomed to rcturnless bondage. 

By this decision, also, the Missouri Com::_:>romise was unconstitu­
tional, the right of slaveholders ·i,o go into the terrhories with 
their slaves is affirmed, and it is not within the power of the federa1 
government to arrest the deep, dark, turbid waters of that fom· 
system, which is destroying the fairest portions of this continent. 

Tbe cabinet of the new President is more intensely southern 
than any preceding cabinet. Four of its seven members are south­
ern men, and have the distribution of nearly the whole of th2 
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governmental patronage. The three northern members have no 
8yrnpathies in common with the masses of the northern states. 

The 1;300, 000 men who cn,st their suffrag~s in the last election 
for the grcnt interes1.c; of free labor, are not represented in that 
C;tbinet. New England, New York, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
and Iowa, with their vast agricultural, manufacturing and comrner­
ci.11 jnterests, are not represented in the cabinet. 

It was constitu-~ed solely with reference to the wants and interests 
of the 400,000 shweholuel's of the south, to the utter exclusion of 
eighteen millions of free inhabitants of the nation. 

The slave power now has control of the President, cabinet, Con­
gress, judiciary, treasury, army and navy. Never before were the 
free states placed in a position so humiliating. 

Never before did the recren,ncy of northern men with southern 
principles, stand out in t\1e presence of the world so conspicuously. 

Never before did the bitter words of Jo\m Randolph apply wiLh 
:such significance as now, when he said-:, We do not govern them 
( the ilor-thern people) by our black slaves:, but by their own white 
slaves. We know what we are doing. We have conquered you 
once, and can and will conquer you :1gain. Ay, sir, ·we will drive 
you to the wall, and -when Yfe have you there once more, we mean 
to keep you there, and nail you down like base coin." 

But this is no time to indulge in feefo1gs of despondency, nor is 
there any occasion for despondency. The free-soil movement; feeble 
at the beginning, and despised because it was feeble, has become a 
power in the land. The revolution in public sentiment is going 
irresistibly fonyard. 'rhis sentiment, represented by 1,300,000 
voters in the northern states, with tbe warm sympa,thies and best 
wishes of thousands of true men in the south, and vindicated by the 
moral sense of the wodd, is going steadi1y on to final triumph. 

Those old truths of the Declaration of Independence, ·which are 
denounced by modern political infidelity, as rhetoricaJ flourishes? 
and glittering and sounding gcnernJities, have assumed a new and 
startling significance, a,nd will yet shalrn the nation with omnipo­

tent power. 
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' The agitation of the question of human freedam will go on, in 
spite of op~>0sition from presidents and cabinets, from dominant 
political parties and judicial decisions, until not only Americ.:1, will 
be free, but the shouts of enfranchised millions, Jjke the morning 
drum beat of the British nation, shall follow the sun in his circuit 
round the globe. 

LYNDON OAK, 
G. W. HATHAWAY, 
SAMUEL WASSON, 
C. P. CHANDLER, 
EBENEZER WELLS, 
W. H. PARLIN, 
A. GARCELON, 
SAMUEL II. ALLEN 
J. B. MORRISON·. 



ST AT.E OF 1\1.AINE~ 

RE~OL VES relating to Kansas Affairs and Slaverye 

1. Resolved, That the only principles on which the 

2 rightful exjstence of any civil government can be vindi-

3 catecl, are the self-evident prineiples of the declara .. 

,.1 tion of American independence, viz : that all men 

5 are created equal, ( equal not in physical or intellectual 

6 powers, or in circumstantial advantages, but in nature 

6 or kind;) and are equally endowed by theit creator 

7 with certain rights, among which are life, liberty and 

8 the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights, 

9 governments are instituted among men; and that 

10 when any government becomes destructive of these 

11 ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish 

12 it, and institute a new government, organizing ite 

1 :3 po,vcrs in such form, as to them shall seem most like 

14: ly to effect their safety and happiness. 
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2. Resolved, That the constitution of the United 

2 States was designed not to repudiate or deny these 

3 self .. eviden t principles, but to be in harmony with 

4 them, and to carry them into effect to the utmost ex-

5 tent that was deemed practicable in the then existing 

6 circumstances of the country; that the objects for 

7 which it was adopted are what they are avowed to be 

8 in ii:s preamble, yjz: to form a more perfect union, 

9 establish justice, insure domestic tranquility. provide 

10 for the common defense, promote the general welfare, 

11 and secure the blessings of liberty to the people of the 

12 United States and their posterity, without regard to 

13 the structure of their hai1\ the form of their fea .. 

14 ttues, the hue of their complexions, the part of 
I 

15 the human race from which they may have sprung, 

16 or any other physical distinction ; that although it 

17 withholds from the general government the power to 

18 abolish by legislative, or judicial or executive action, 

19 the practice of slaveholding within the several states, 

20 or to suppress any other local wrong which may be 

21 committed within the exclusive sphere of state juris-

22 diction, but leaves with the state authorities alone the 

23 power and responsibility of suppressing such local 
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2-i violations of the rights of man, it is itself an absolute 

25 law of impartial liberty to the full extent of federal 

26 jurisdiction; allowing no man under that jurisdiction 

21 to be deprived of life, liberty or property, without due 

28' process of law; authorizing no crime, permitting no 

29 oppression; but outside of state limits, guaranteeing 

30 the security of freedom to all human beings under its 

31 exclusive authority, who have not forfeited their lib-

3 2 erty by crime. 

3. Resolved, That the system of slavery which ex-. 

2 ists in some of the States is an evil which had its ori-

3 gin antecedently to the constitution, and which now 

4 exists independently of the constitution, and to which 

5 the constitution neither does, nor can, nor ever could 

6 clothe the general government with power to apply a 

7 coercive and effectual remedy; and for which of 

8 course the constitution is not responsible; and there-

9 fore, notwithstanding the existence of the system of 

10 slavery in our country, and notwithstanding the in-

11 trinsic wrongfulness of that- system, the constitution 

12 may be, what we affirm that it is1, all things considered, 

13 one of the most glorious edifices of liberty ever erected 

14 by man, in any age or country; and what we demand, 
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15 is, to have it faithfully maintained against state en-

16 croachment on the one hand, and federal usurpation 

I 7 on the othe1·; its justice-establishing and liberty-

18 securing regis extended over all our national domain, 

19 by such action on the part of the legislative, judicial 

20 and exeeutive branches of our national government, as 

21 shall effectually prevent every inhabitant of territory 

22 under United States jurisdiction, from being deprived 

23 of life, liberty or property, without due process of law, 

24 and thus secure to all the inhabitants of such terri-

25 tory their inalienable right to life, liberty, and the 

26 pursuit of happiness; and the several states left to 

27 manage-their own internal concerns, according to their 

28 own wisdom, and in obedience to the dictates of their 
,l 

29 own sense of right and propriety. 

4. Resolved, That the doctrines now extensively 

2 and boldly avowed, viz: that the perpetuation of sla. 

3 ~ very in those localities of our country in which it now 

4 exists, the extension of it with the extending area of 

5 our country, over territory previously free, and the 

6 perpetuation of it· there, are among the objects of our 

7 national union; that the constitution by its own force 

8 authorize& sla'1ery in every. territory of the United 
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9 States, and gives it an establishment there, which till 

10 that territory becomes a state, there is no legislative 

11 power competent to prohibit; and that a slaveholder 

12 in any slaveholding state has a constitutional right to 

13 carry his slaves into any other state, and to hold 

14 them in slavery there, any thing in the constitution 

15 and laws of the state into which he may carry them 

16 to the contrary notwithstanding, are doctrines which, 

17 in the early days of our republic, would have been 

18 scouted as the height of political folly and madness 

19 by the leading statesmen of the slave states themselves. 

5. Resolved, That the Missouri compromise, so 

2 called, by which slavery was forever prohibited in all 

3 that part of the Louisiana territory lying north of 
• 

4 36 ° 30' north latitude, and in consideration of that 

5 prohibition, it was agreed that slavery should not be 

6 prohibited by congress in any part of that territory 

7 lying south of_ that line, was a concession on the part 

8 of the non-slaveholding states for the sake of peace; 

9 and was virtually and morally a solemn compact be-

10 tween the slaveholding states on the one hand, and 

11 the non-slaveholding states on. the other; that the 

12 violation of that compact by the repeal of that pro· 
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13 hibition. after all that part of that territory lying 

14 south of that line had been taken possession of by 

'15 slavery, was a gross breach of faith; and that the 

716 series of wrongs begun by that act of perfidy, and 

17 continued by the outrages subsequently perpetrated 

18 in Kansas, and sanctioned by the national govern .. 

19 ment, for the obvious purpose of forcing the system 

·20 of slavery on the reluctant people there, ought to 

·21 arouse every friend of his country, to put forth the 

22 most strenuous exertions by every lawful and consti-

23 tutional means in his power, in order to arrest, if 

24 possible, our national progress in the practice of 

25 despotism. 

STATE OF MAINE. 

IN SENATE, i 
March 20, 1857. f 

<J_r~ered, That there be printed for the ~se of the Legislature,_ 1000 copies 
_ add1t1onal of the Report and accompanymg Resolves of the Committee on 
:·J{ansas Affairs a.nd Slavery. 

6:EO. W • .WILCOX, Clerk. 




