
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



DOClU~IENTS 

PRL"i'.TED BY ORDER OF 

THE JLEGrISLA11 URE 

OF TUE 

STATE OF MAINE, 

DCitDiG ITS SESSION 

A. D. 1856. 

PART FIRST. 

§lttgnstn: 
FULLER&:: FULLER, PRINTERS TO THE STATE. 

1 8 5 G. 



SECOND 

_A_J~INlT AL REPORT 

OF TILE 

~npcrinirnbmt of QI'..ommon ~cgorrls 

OF THE 

ST_L~TE OF !fAINE. 

18 5 5 I 

Published a~~reeably to a Resolre approved March 16, 1855: 

AUGUSTA: 
.STEVIms .& BLAINE, PRINTERS TO THE STATE. 

18 55. 





SUPE1RINTENDENT'S REPORT. 

To THE HoNOILABLE GovERNOR AND CouNcIL 

OF THE STATE OF MAINE. 

Gentlenien :--In compliance with a provision of law, I have the 
h-onor herewith to submit the following document, as the SECOND 

Ax;-:rnAL REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF CoMMON ScHOOLS. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

MARK I-I. DUNNELL. 
NORWAY, D\;cember 20, 1855. 

REPORT. 
Before proceeding to the subjects presented in this report, your 

Superintendent may be allowed to state, that, immediately on his 
:1ppointment, near th! close of March last, a circular was issued to 
the Superintending School Committees of the several cities, towns 
.1.ncl pbntations in the State, inviting their co-operation in the gen
eral objects of the office, an11 their special assistance in making ~he 
preliminary arrangements for the execution of that part of the 
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system of State Supcrintom1cncy, which provides for Teachers~ 
Conventions. 

Although a very cordial response ,yas given to tho objects of this 

circular, yet it seemed desin1blo to visit as many sections of the 

State as time would allow, and secure such preparations for tho 

Conventions, as in my judgment would conduce to their go11eral 
attendance and success. In accon1ance with this view, eleven 
counties were visited, prior to the first of June, and those inquiries 

instituted which proved of great service in the subsequent execution 

of my plans. 
The month of June and a portion of July ?ere spent at Augusta, 

in the preparation of certain blank forms: of which mention will 

be made in another place, and. the examination of the annual 

returns made to the office of the Secretary of State, from which 

were collected the materials for the statistical tables which consti

tute a part of this report. 

Subsequently to this, able and distinguished gentlemen were 
employed, as instructors in the Teachers' Conventions; the first 
session of which, after due notice had been given through the 
agency of circulars and the public press, commenced at Alfred on 
the thirteenth of August. The closing session ended at Auburn on 
the twenty-first of November. As required by law, I was present 
at the session in every county, with the exception of the one in ·the 
county of Hancock. 

The documentary portion of this report, embracing the statistical 

tables, plans for school houses, common school ::tpparatus, and 

the extracts from School Committees' Reports, was not completed 

until the first of the present month, leaving only the few days 

which have since elapsed for the preparation of the preceding 

part. 
The duties which have thus been devolved. upon your Superin

tendent and the time occupied in their discharge, have not allowed 

to many of the subjects herein presented, that'thoroughness in dis
cussion which their importance has demanded, or which, under more 

favorable circumstances, he would have gladly attempted. 

I am happy to report that our schoQl operations, the past year, 

have givel:l many results worthy of much congratulation and en-
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coura.gement. Our public schools have received a generous support 

at the hands of the people. Fifty-four thousand dollars, over the 

amount required by law, bave been raised by tax for their support. 

The State has distributed, for the same purpose, sixteen thousand 

dollars more than on any preceding year. The public mind has 

gi·ren other promises of much future good to the schools of our 

State. J\ia.ny new and elegant school houses have taken the place 

of the old and d;llapidated; a large number of villages have discov

ered the superioe efficiency and economy of a system of union and 

graded schools; m:1ny of the improvements in school architecture 

:md r;chool furniture have received a ready adoption, and in every 

part of the E'tate, loud and urgent demands are made for better 

teachers. The services of such teachers hn,ve been more fully 

apprecia,ted and generously rewa.rcled tlmn in former years. The 

people ha;ve bailed ,rith gladness the agencies which have been used 

to increase the quaJi:fications of those who are to mould and give 

char:icter to the minds n,nd future life of their children; ·while the 

many acts of hospitality and of friendly assistance which I have 

received at their h::mds, while in the discharge of my duties, have 

given the fullest proofs that they will readily sustain any agency 

which has for its object the higher efficiency and truer development 

of the Common Schools of the State. I shall refer, in subsequent 

parts of this report, to these and other signs of progress in our 

public schools, as "\Yell as their wants and the hindrances to their 

greater usefulness. 

ANNUAL RETURNS. 

The annual returns, required to be m:1de to the office of the Sec

retary of State, on the first da.y of April in each year, are the only 

mea.ns of ascertaining the whole number of scholars in the State; 

their attendance upon the summer and winter schools; the average 

of their attendance; the number of weeks; during which schools are· 

taught in each town; the price of wages paid to teachers; the 

amount of school money raised by each town; the amount received 

from local funds; the amount expende~l for the support of priv:1te 

schools, and also furnish the basis for the distribution of the Sta.te 
School funds. 
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These retu.rns furnish other facts none tho less 

teresting; for they present the internal working of our Common 

School system. Without them arnl their diligent strn1y, any legis

lative action looking tovrnn1s a change in our school bws or system, 

can be neither intelligent nor safo. Strongly convinced of the cor

rectness of this view, and amply supported by the testimony of the 

most intelligent educators in this and other States, I have thought 
it proper that statistical tables formed from the returns made on the 

first day of April last, should constitute a part of this re1Jort. A 
description of each of these tables Viill be given under a distinct 

heading. 

A sumrnary of Statistfrs relating to tlte Cmmnon Schools of the 
State, for the school-year ending April 1, 1855. 

N urn bcr of towns in the State, 
Number of towns that have made returns, 

Number of towns that have made no returns, 

Number of organized plantations, 

Number that have maclo returns, 

Number that have made no returns, 

Number of School Districts in the State,· 

Number of parts of Districts, 

Number of chik1rcn in the State between the uges of 

four and twenty-one years, 

Number of Schobrs in the Summer Schools, 

Average number in the Summer ~chools, 

Number of Scholars in the Winter Schools, . 

Average number in the \Yinter Schools, 

Mean average in Smrimer and Wiater Schools, 

Ratio of the mean nverage attendance in Summer and 

Winter Schools to tho whole number of Scholars be

tween four and twenty-one, expressed in hundredths, 

Number of l\Ialo Teachers, 
Number of Fe111alo Teachers, 

Avernge wages of Male Teachers per rnonth, exclusive 

of board, . 

384: 
379 

G 

37 
3.GG5 

277 

238.248 
123.GH 

D1.8D4 
1±2.2:20 
100.660 

8G.227 

,44 
2.550 
4.137 

. *20.57 
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1-\_verage wages of Female Teachers per week, exclu

sive of board:, $1.90 
Average length of all the Schools for the year in 

weeks and tenths of a week, 18.9 

Amount of money n1isecl by faxes for the support 

Schools, in 1854, 
Amount required by hw, 
Excess over the amount required by law, 
Amount of money received from the State, 

Amount received from local funds, . 
Amount expended for private Schools, 

Number of School Houses built the past year, 

Cost, of the same, 

of 

. $333.019 76 

. $281.148 00 
$51.871 76 
$54.398 96 
$16.990 57 
$23.843 00 

128 
$62.808 00 

Aggregate amount expended for School purposes the 

past yens, . $491.060 29 
Number of good School Houses in the State, 1.752 
:Number of poor School Houses, 2.088 
Estimated v:1lue of :111 the School Houses in the State, $870. 005 00 
Average amount of School money raised per Scholar, . $1 36 
Amount received from the State per Schohr; $0 30 
Number of towns that have raised, as required in 1854, 

50 cents per inh:1bitant, 292 
Nnmber of towns tlrn,t h:we raised less than 50 cents 

per inhabita.nt, 7 5 
Pereentage of the nluation of 1850 appropriated to 

Common Schools, in mills and tenths, 3.4 
N urnber of towns that have raised $3 or more per 

~·chob.r, . · 3 
Number of towns tlrn,t hnive raised $2 and less than $3, 23 
Number that have rn.ised $1 and less than $2, 334 
Number that have r:1isccl less than $1, 22 

'.I1he :1bove sumrn::-Lry -will give, at a glance, the general condition 

and cost of all the public S9hools in the State. By the annual 

prer)ent:1tion of such a summary, the increase or decrease for the 

yea:,' in any pa:,·ticuhr, can be easily shown. Great lafor and care 
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have been taken, that it be as correct as the returns would permit, 

and, although it cannot be regarJecl as absolutely true, yet it is 

believed to be approximately so. 
No duty, imposed by law upon Superintending School Commit~ 

tees, should be performed with more fidelity th:m that of furnishing 

to the Secretary of State a full ansvter to all the inquiries embraced 

in the blank forms. 

BLANK FORMS. 

It is provided that the Superintendent of Common Schools "shall 

prepare blank forms for all returns which are required by law, or 

which he may deem necessary to be made by school officers and 

teachers; and such blank forms shall be printed and distributed by 

the Secretary of State." 
Two different blank forms are required by law; a register, to be 

kept by the teacher, and returned to the School Committee at the 

close of the term; and the annual return, to be filled up by the 
Committee from the facts given in the registers, and returned to the 
Secretary of State. As the former of these blanks had already 

been forwarded to the Committees, for the school-year ending April 

1st, 1856, your Superintendent bas not deemed it advisable to recom

mend any change the present year, but has purposed, before tho 
commencement of the next school-year, to prepare such blanks for 

registers as in his judgment shall better meet the wants of our 

public schools. 

Those now in use are not ·we11 adapted to our High or Graded 

Schools, nor do they provide for tho full amount of information 

which each district should furnish to the Committee. In the blank 

form for the annual return, very material changes have been made, 

both in the order and number of the inquiries to be answered. 

Their order in the blank formerly in use, rendered the compilation 

of statistical tables a matter of extreme labor and perplexity. Many 

of the inquiries had answered their original purpose, and coul<l 

better find a place in a more special circular, or one issued at longer 

intervals. 
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The inquiries, constituting a part of the new blank and their 

order, are given below. 

1. Whole number of chi,l<lren in town between four and twenty~ 

one years of age. 

2. Whole number in Summer Schools. 

3. Average number in Summer Schools. 

4. Whole number in Winter Schools. 

5. A vern,ge number in Winter Schools. 

6. Average length of Summer Schools in weeks and tenths of a 

week. 

7. Average length of Winter Schools in weeks and tenths of ::i. 

week. 

8. Average length of Schools for the year in weeks ancl tenths of 

a week. 

0. Avern,ge wages of Male Teachers per month, exclusive of 
board. 

10. Average wages of Male Teachers per month, including board. 

11. Aver:1ge wages of Female Teachers per week, exclusive of 

board. 

12. Average wages of Female Teachers per week, including board. 

13. Amount of money r::Lised by the town in 1855 for support of 

Schools for the School Year 1855-6. 
14. Amount of money received from the State for the same purpose 

and for the same School Year. 

15. Amount of money received from any local fund or funds. 

16. Amount of money contributed for support of Private Schools, 

or prolonging any Public School. 

17. Amount of voluntary contributions, in money, board or fuel, 
for the support of Private, or prolonging any Public Scliool. 

18. Amount paid the Superintending School Committee for ser-

vices. 

19. Whole number of Public Schools iil town. 

20. Whole number of School Districts. 

21. Whole number of parts of Districts. 

22. Whole number of different Male Teachers who have taught in 

town during the School Yea1· 1855-6. 
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23. Whole number of different Female Tuuchcrs for the same time. 

24. Vlholo numl)cr of S:Jl10ol Houses in tff\Yll. 

25. Number of School Houses ·well constructed; commodious, and in 

good repair. 
26. Number which a1·e not in good repair. 

27. Value of all the School Houses in Town. 

28. Number of new School Houses which have been built the 

past year. 
29. Estimated cost of the samo. 

Full answers to all the above inquiries will furnish the most sat

isfactory and reliable data in respect to tbo public schools of the 

State. As these blanks have been prepared in a form convenient 

for binding, tho returns, as they come from th,3 Committees, should 

be bound in a volume each year, and preserved in the archives of 

the State. As a summary of the most essential facts, and present

ing a continuous school history of every town, they ·would become 

of inestimable value. Their import:mce in coming years, as sources 
of history, cannot now be fully appreciated. It will be seen Ly a 
reference to the inquiries numbered 13 and 22, that the dates arc 
there given which ,vill bo suited to the return duo on the first of 
April next. '.:I.1his insertion of tho proper dates characterizes tho 
entire blank. 

In the one formerly used, blank spaces were left for the insertion 
of tho required dates by tho Committees, and t:rom the manner in 

which they wore very frequently fillecl, such discrepancies would be 
found as ,vholl,.,v to destroy the value of the return. 

It will also be seen that the inquiries 10, 12, IG, 17 and 18, seek 

a nearer approximation to the actual cost of all our public schools. 

It nmy not be convenient or possible for the Committees, in making 

their next returns, to answer all tbo inquiries just mentioned, but 

when the teachers shall be furnished with the registers, before 

referred to, and suited to tho entire blank, no difficulty will exist. 
The first section of the .Act regulating the school returns, and 

approved February 22, 1853, reads as follows: "Tho Superintend

ing School Committees of the several cities, towns and plantations, 

shall make the returns requirccl by hw to be made by them, to the 
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office of the Secretary of State, on or before the first day of April 
in each year. 7

' 

I wonlcl most respectfully recommend that the above section be so 

amended that inste:1cl of reading, on or before tlie first day of 
April, it sh::i,ll read, on the ;irst lllonclay of April. 

Such a.n amendment, it is belie,,ed, would take from the section 

much of the indefinJeness which it now has, and s-ecure a more 
prnmpt complia,nce 11ith its provisions. 

\,. 
TmiJ NU:i\LDER or ScHOLARS AND TIIEIR ATTE:gD.A:XCE. 

The 11l10le number of scholars returned is 238.248; the number 

in the Summer Schods was 123.G~io, leaving 114.803 who did not 

:1ttenc1 any Summ12r School. The number in the ·winter Schools 

,vas 1~12.2~0, leaving 96.028 not connected with any Winter 

School. The ri:verage in the former was 91.894:, and in the fatter, 

100.560. Ey :.uldin.~ tbcse two sums together and dividing their 

amount by tvrn, ·we have, as a mean average attendance in the 

Se..rnrner and vVinter Schools, 96.227. The r:1tio of this rnen,n 

:1verage to the ·whole number of scholars is as forty-four to one hun

c1rer1. vYere the returns complete, the whole number of schobrs 
in tho State woulcl not be far from 241.000. 

The attendance upon tbe privileges of our public Schools is frtr 
too small. lt is believed, moreover, that this wn.nt of :1ttenchnce, 

in a, gre:1t measure, exists among thtit class of schofars ·where it 
should the least preva,il. The number in our Schools, between the 

ages of sixtecm and twenty-one, is much less than in former years. 

This is a great evil and wholly subversive of the legitimate objects 

of our system of free Schools. These Schools are a pa,rt of the gov

ernment itself, and were established as a. mea.ns for its own 

preserv'1tion. Here the children of the St::Lte are to be educated, 

and thus fitted for the cluties which shall devolve upom them in 

future yen.rs as citizens. They are to be m2.cle intelligent, virtuous 
::rnd patriotic citizens. Pnrents shou]cl reflect, that their children, 

by habits of irregufarity or 11011-attenchnce at School, are ·wholly 

failing to £t themselves for interngent and successful action m ::my 

vocation of life. 
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The attendance of the ·schohrs in any to-rrn, can be seen by n. 
reference to rrablo III, and its relative rank in this respect by 
Ta,ble V. This subject is ably discussed in many of the accompa
nying reports of Superintending School Committees. It is a matter 
of congratulation, that it is receiving the attention of these officers, 
for they can know the extent of the evil in their respective locali· 
ties, and ~pply such special remedies as the case may demand. 

It is true, however, that general remedies must be used. Our 
school houses must be made attractive, and our teachers must be 
well qualified for their business ; able to infuse into the mind of the 
scholar a love of leaming; able so to hold up to the sun, the 
diamond of truth, that the pupil may catch its luster. 

Such a teacher will secure the pleasure, the success and the con

sequent attendance of the scholar. 

N U:\fBER OF TEACHERS AND THEIR WAGES. 

The number of those who gave instruction in the public schools 
during any part of the past year, was 6,696; of these, 2,559 were 
males, and 4,137 were females. By a reference to the Report of 
the Secretary of the Board of Education in 1852, I find that the 
whole number of male teachers was 2, 767; and of female, 4,248. 
The whole number of teachers for that ye:1r was 7,015. By a com
parison of the two years, it ,vill be seen there has been a decrease 
in the number of teachers of 319; of these 208 are males, and 111 
are females. 

The average wages, exclusive of board, paid to mal~ teachers tho 
past year, has been $20.57 per month; and to female teachers, 
$1.90 per week. In 1852, the wages of the former was $17.33, 
and of the latter, $1.54, showing an increase of $3.24 in the one 
case, and $0.33 in the other. 

It would be interesting to investigate into some of the probable 
causes which have contributed to this decrease in the number of 
teachers in our public schools. The low price of wages at which 
they are compelled to labor is undoubtedly the principal cause. 

Many more inviting fields of labor present themselves, than 
that of teaching. The mechanic or the clerk often receives double 
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the salary paid to the teacher. An increase in the compensation of 

the teacher, as well as of every other In.borer, is made necessary 

from the greatly increased expense of living. 

There ,v·ould be no c.1use of ulmn in a certain reduction in the 

number of our public school teachers, did we not have reason to fear 

that this reduction takes place among those whom we can the lea,St 

afford to lose. This s11bject is worthy of serious reflection. 

Sc:rrooL MoirnY. 

Prior to :March 30, 1853, each city and town was required by 
law to ra,ise by tax for the support ofschools, at lea.st forty cents for 

eyery inha,bitant, faking the last census as the basis. At the above 

date a,nother bw wa.s passed, requiring fifty cents for every inha.b

itant. The school money for tho year ending April 1st, 1855, wus 

rnised in compliance with this last provision. The "'....-hole amount 

raised was $333, 019. 76, wbilG that required by la.w was $281,-
148.00, showing an excess of $51,871.76. 

This result furnishes ::m encouraging inclica,tion. The amount 

received from the State the past year wa.s $54) 398. 96; from loca1 

funds, $16, 990.57; and tlrnt e_xpem1ed for private schools, $23,-
843.00; rnaking in the aggregate $428,25i.29, as the sum expended 
for school purposes. The amount raised by la.w gives to each schobr 

on the a,vern,ge, $1.36; that received from the State, $0.30; ancl 
from locn,l funds, with the sum expended in the support of private 

schools, $\0.12; ma,king an a,verage sum to each scholar in the State 

of .$1. 78. 
There has also bee:1 expended the past year, in the erection of new 

school houses, the sum of $62;808.00. The estimated va.lue of all 
the school houses in the State is $870,005.00. This exhibit shows 

how important a,n interest is tha.t of our public schools. 

A bw was passed April 20, 1854, which was to take effect 

January 1st, 1855, requiring that sixty cents for every inhabitant 

shall hereafter be raised for the support of schools. The returns of 

April 1st, 1856, will show the pmcticn,l opemtion of this law. 

ScrrooL Fmm. 

It ma,y be important in the future legisbtion of the State on the 

subject of Prim~ry Schools, thn,t the present condition of the School 
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fond, and the provisions which have been mado for its future in

crease, should be set forth in this report. Tho first act ·which 

formed a basis for this aid to the public Schools, was passed J anu

ary 23, 1821, imposing a semi-annual tax of one-half of one per 
cent. upon all the banks within the State. The monies received 

into the treasury by virtue of this act, from the time of its passage 
to nfarch 4, 1833, were taken to defray the expenses of the State. 

The following table sho,vs tho amount received into the treasury, 

from the bank tax, from 1821 to 1833. 

Years. 

1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 

Whole amount, 

Amount. 

$15,000 00 
14.625 00 
rn;ooo oo 
14,420 81 
16,972 45 
17,871 97 
19,967 97 
21,075 00 
17,750 00 
13,581 00 
16, 750 00 
H,795 40 

The act of March 4, 1833, provided that the Treasurer of State 
distribute to the several towns and plantations, according to their 

number of scholars, the monies subsequently received by him from 

the bank tax, and in compliance with this act, the following sums 

wore distributed, from the year 1833 to 1849 inclusive. 

Years. Echofars. Amount. 

1833 175,513 $18,389 31 
1834 176,218 23,609 28 
1835 183:597 2G,390 49 
1836 186,GQ3 35,830 88 
1837 193,189 49,415 26 
1838 201,632 48,146 24 
1839 203,290 4-4,570 22 
1840 205,193 40,965 00 
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Years. Scholars. Amount. 

1841 209,087 $33,537 06 
1842 211,483 29,590 00 
1843 214,353 27,823 56 
18H 217,691 26,131 88 
18-!5 220;890 26,090 00 
1846 220;700 26;215 00 
1847-8 223,649 24,850 56 
1848-9 230,562 25,909 02 

------
$508,463 76 

An act "providing for the promotion of education" was passed 
Feb. 23, 1828: authorizing the L::rnd Agent, under the advice -and 
direction of the Governor and Council, to sell any number of town
ships of land already surveyed and not otherwise appropriated, not 
exceeding twenty. The Land Agent was required to pay to the 
Treasurer of the Sta,te all sums so received, and the Treasurer to 
keep a separ;J,te account of all moneys received from the sales, and 
all notes, and the same were to constitute a permanent fund to be 
reserved for the benefit of the Primary Schools. No moneys were 
received into the 'I1rea:sury by virtu~ of this act until 1838. The 
following fable will show the amount of the Permanent School Fund 
on the different years given below: 

Years. 

1838 
1842 
1846 
1848 
1853 
1854 
1855 

Amount. 

$2,813 66 
20,782 92 
57,629 51 

104,648 90 
116,074 24 
116,94:6 96 
125,281 01 

In 1849 an act was passed "to appropriate the interest upon the 
Permanent School Fund to the support of :rrimary schools." This 
law provided that a sum of money equal to six per centum upon the 
whole amount of the Perma,nent School Fund should be distributed 
annually to the several cities, towns and plantations, in the same 
ma,nner · and upon the same basis as the ta.x on banks was then 
distributed. 
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Below is given the amount of money, and from ,vhat sources 
derived, which has been distributed for school purposes since 1850, 
and also the whole number of scholars. It 1Yill be seen that the 
income is chiefly from the Bank Tax, and that tho whclo amount 

distributed the present year, is $15, 784.25 more thrm on any pre
ceding year. 

Year8. No. Scholars. Int. on Sch. Fund. Bank Tax. iVhole amount. 

1850 234)87 $33,485 60 $33 '-185 
' 

60 
1851 237,708 $6,255 33 27,4:±6 48 34,701 81 
1852 238,700 6,2(31 81 32,37G 69 39,638 50 
1853 238,736 6,964 45 38,011 08 44,011 08 
1854 241)689 7,016 81 48,843 72 55,860 53 
1855 238,239 7,516 81 64,127 97 71i644 78 

The sources of income, therefore, to our public schools, are the 
Bank Tax, and the interest on the Permanent School Fund. It 
becomes a question of interest to ascertain what measures the Leg
isbture has taken to increase this Fund. It should first be stnited 
that the lands set apnirt for school purposes in 1828, and which 
remain unsold, are estimated to be worth $40,000. 

In addition to this prospecfrte increase, the Legislature of 1850 
passed the following rcsol ve : 

Resolved-That the land agent, under the advice and direction of tho Gov
ernor and Council, be and he hereby is authorized to set apart and reserve 
tw(mty-four half townslnps of the undiridd land of tho State, arnl make a 
record of such reservation ; and that ho bo directed to sell not more than one 
township of said rescned lands during each year, unless othenvise ordered by 
the Legislature, and to pay over the proceeds of such sale, when mac18, to the 
Treasurer of State. And that said proceeds be and hereby arc appropriated 
as a permanent fund for the benefit of Common Schools, and tho interest of 
wluch fund to be paid over annually for their use in the same manner as the 
interest on the school fund is now paid.-Approvod August 24, 1850. 

The passage of this resolve was an act worthy of all praise, but 
your Superintendent regrets the necessity of reporting that no 
steps have ever been taken to carry out its wise provisions. He 
would earnestly recommend, that such action be taken, as shall 
secure to the School fund the yearly increase intended by the pas

sage of this resolve. It would tend greatly to increase the interest, 
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which should be taken in this important feature in our School sys
tem, were the land agent requested to furnish a statement of the 
precise location of the townships, half-townships, lots or parts of 
lots, as the case may be, of the lands set apart for sohool purposes 
by the act of February 28, 1828, and remaining unsold ; also that 
of the twenty-four half-townships, should the above resolve be put 
into execution. On the revision of the School laws in 1850, the 
time of distributing the School funds was changed from the fifteenth 
of February to the month of May, and in 1853, the time was again 
changed to the first of June. 

The law, regulating th,3 distribution of the State School Funds, is 
of so much importance to those School officers, whose duty it is to 
make the required returns to the Secretary of State, I have deemed 
it proper to insert it in this place. 

AN Acr FURTHER REGULATING SCHOOL RETURNS, AND THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE 

5TATE SCHOOL FUNDS. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives in Legislature 
assembled, as follows : 

SECTION 1. The Superintending School Committees of the several cities, 
towns and plantations, shall make the returns required by law to be made by 
them to the offi.ce of Secretary of State on or before the first day of April in 
each year. 

SEcT. 2. In any plantation where no Superintending School Committee 
has been elected, the assessors or clerk may make the required returns. 

SECT. 3. In case the returns from any city, town or plantation shall not 
be received at the office of the Secretary of State in the month of April, he 
shall on the first day of May notify the committees of the delinquent cities, 
towns and plantations of tlte deficiency on their part. 

SEcT. 4. The Secretary of State shall ascertain annually, on the first day 
of June, from the returns of the several school committees, the number of 
children between the ages of four and twenty-one years, in the several -Oities, 
to-wns and plantations, from which returns have been received, and furnish a 
list thereof to the State Tr1~asurer. 

SECT, 5. The Treasurer shall, immediately after the first day of .f une, ap
portion to the several cities, towns and plantations, the State School Funds 
for the year, from whatevtir source derived, according to the list furnished to 
him hy the Secretary of S1;ate, subject, however, to the provisions of the fol
lowing section. 

SECT. 6. In case any city, town or plantation, shall not have made the 
returns required by law in season to be embraced in the list returned by the 
Secretary of State to the Treasurer, the number of scholars belonging to said 

2 
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city, town or plantation, assumed as the basis of the next preceding apportion
ment, deducting so many as may have been sot off to any other town or incor
porated into any new town within the year, and also deducting one-tenth 
part of the remainder, shall be the basis of the new apportionment, so far as 
regards said city, town or plantation. 

SECT. 7. The State 1'reasurer, immediately after making the apportion
ment, shall notify each city, town and plantation, of the amount of its pro
portion. 

SEcT. 8. The proportion assigned to any city, town or plantation, which 
has failed to make returns for the year, shall not be paid to said city, town or 
plantation, until said returns are made to the Secretary of State. 

SECT. 9. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act, are hereby 
repealed. 

SECT. 10. This act shall be in force from and after its approval by the 
Governor.-Approved February 22, 1853. 

TExr BooKs. 

The law has conferred upon Superintending School Committees 
the duty and power to prescribe the books to be used in the public 
schools, and upon the Superintendent the duty to "consul~ and 
advise" with these officers in the discharge of this delicate and 
responsible trust. 

I have held to the opinion that the Legislature did not intend to 
confer upon the Superintendent any power or duty in relation to 
text books, which could, in any degree, interfere with that already 
conferred upon the School Committees, and that he could not prop
erly consult or advise in this respect till they, in the exercise of 
their judgment, had decided that the interests of the schools in thefr 
respective localities demanded a change in the books then in use. 

I have, therefore, regulated my action in accordance with this 
opm1on. School Committees should approach their duty in relation 
to text books with a most conscientious regard to the wants of the 
schools under their supervision. Books should be selected which 
are found to possess superior merits. I am happy to report a more 
healthy public sentiment on this subject. Committees are more 
careful how they commit themselves to any new series of text books, 
and rely more upon their own judgment, and less upon the words of 

. book-agents. These officers have only to act independently of any 
other consideration than a faithful discharge of duty, and acting 
thus, the multiplicity of school books will become a good instead of 
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an evil, and parents will not be so unwilling to supply their children 
with the books recommended. When a change is needed, let it be 
made, after a most cri tica,l examination into the character of all the 
recently published ·works of the class in which a change is proposed. 

Another important branch of this subject is uniformity. It needs 
no argument to show that just twice the attention and instruction 
can be given to a school supplied with a uniform series of books on 
the same subject, than when supplied with two. If one half hour 
is set apart for instruction in reading to those scholars able to read 
in the first class, and one half of them be supplied with one reading 
booki and the other half with one wholly different, it is quite clear 
that but fifteen minutes can be given to each division, and equal 
justice he done to the remaining classes. Here is an absolute loss. 
~roo many of our schools are sadly suffering from this evil, and Com
mittees cannot do a better work than to labor for its speedy removal. 
~rhere is a very great uniformity in the use of readers in our schools, 
a general uniformity in arithmetics and grammars, but a great lack 
of it in geographies. 

ScnooL HousEs. 

My predecessorB in i:his department gave much valuable informa
tion in their reports, upon this important subject, yet there still 
exists a necessity for its further and continued consideration. Very 
decided improvements have been made in the loca,tion and internal 
arrangements of many of the School Houses, which have been built 
during the past few years. 

These improvements, to a very great extent, may be traced to 
the influence of tlrn discussions upon this subject and the plans 
which have accom:panied the reports. In the rural districts, 
especially, these pl:ms have been eagerly sought, and greatly aided 
in the formation of such plans as their peculiar circumstances 
<lemancled. The great and leading principles in school architecture 
should be kept before the public, and every School district be made 
thoroughly acquainted with them. In this way we may hope for 
the advancement which we so much need. 

The larger portion of our School Houses are too small, badly 
seated, badly located, without the means of ventilation, destit~te of 
playground and outbuildings. The location or site of a School 
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House is of primary importance. It should be quiet, retired, acces
sible, attractive, and in all respects healthy. It is too often the 
case that a site is selected with no reference to its fitness, but 
because it may be precisely in the territorial center of the district, 
although it be beside some unhealthy marsh, on some bleak hill, or 
where nature has refused to the spot a single beauty. There will 
generally be no difficulty, especially in the country and small 
villages, in procuring a spacious lot, attractive by its natural sur
roundings and· commanding, in one or more directions, '' the cliea~ 
and priceless educating influences of fine scenery." The lot should 
be sufficiently large to admit of a yard in front for a playground. 
This yard should be adorned with trees, with walks and plats for 
shrubbery. Why should the school-yard be less attractive in its 
greensward, its trees, walks and flowers than that of home? In 
and about the school-room the child spends half its waking hours. 

The soul's innate love for the beautiful should here :find the means 
of its gratification. Besides a playground in front, there should be 
a rear yard, and furnished with separate privies. Such conveniences 
no civilized people will neglect. 

If the School House has but one front door, it should have two 
inside doors, one for each sex. Each entry should be fitted up with 
hooks and shelves for hats, bonnets, overclothes, umbrellas and 
dinner pails; with· a sink, waterpail or pump, with brooms, and all 
the means and appliances necessary to secure habits of order and 
neatness. 

There should be in each room a sufficient number of seats to . 
accommodate all the scholars who may be entitled to attend. The 
outside ranges of seats, as is often done, should not be attached to 
the wall, but have an aisle at least two feet wjde. These aisles can 
be used for the spelling and other classes, and will afford an easy 
access to the black boards. No seat should be made to accommo
date more than two scholars. Between each range of seats, there 
should be an aisle at least twenty inches. The seat should be hollowed 
like an ordinary chair, and vary in height from ten to seventeen 
inches from the outer edge to the floor without the muscles of the 
thigh pressing hard upon the front edge of the seat, and with a sup
port for the muscles of the back rising above the shoulder blades.. 
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By far the largest number of our Schools will not be able, for 
many years, to adopt any other than the district sys·~em. They 
will need but one school-room, made to meet the wants of all the 
scholars in the district, by varying the size of the seats. 

In small villages anu populous country districts, at least two 
rooms should be provide<l. This can be done, by having both on the 
same floor, as represented in some of the accompanying plans. In 
large villages and cities, a better classification of the schools can be 
adopted, and, of course, more completeness can be given to the 
buildings and rooms appropriated to each grade of schools. 

The subject of school architecture is too comprehensive to admit a 
satisfactory presentation in a report of this kind; but should be dis
cussed in a separate document, including the general principles to be 
observed in the location, warming; ventilation, arrangement of (iesks, 
seats and aisles of the school-room; plans for School Houses suited 
to the different grades; school apparatus and furniture. 

Such information, with its distribution provided for by the Legis
lature, would be productive of great good to the Common School 
interests of the State, arnl repay the expenditure a thousand fold. 

The invaluable work on School A:chitecture, by the Hon. Henry 
Barnard, LL.D., should be made the property of every district, or 
at least of every town in the State. It is a fund of the most reliable 
knowledge upon every branch of this important subject. It has been 
furnished to every town in the State of New York, and by legisla
tive appropriations, to the several towns in the State of Massachu
setts, Connecticut: Rhode Island, Vermont and New Hampshire, 
and the province of Upper Canada; and to every district and library 
in ~e State of Ohio, and to every town library in the State of 
Indiana. An edition of five thousand copies of an abridgment ·of 
the work has been circulated among the promoters of schools in 
England, Scotland and Ireland. 

Shall Maine be behind her sister States, in securing tba means 
of improvement upon a subject so intimately connected with the 
prosperity of her Common Schools? 

The volume, containing 464 pages, will be found on examination 
to contain-

1. An exposition, from official documents, of common errors in 
the location, construction and furniture of School Houses as they 



22 COlll\ION SCHOOLS. 

have been heretofore almost ttnivorsally built, even in States where 
the subject of education has recejved the most attention. 

2. A discussion of the purposes to be answered, and the princi
ples to be observed, in structures of thjs kind. 

3. ·Descrjptions of a variety of plans, ~dapted to schools of every 
grade, from the Infant School to the Normal School, in a variety of 
styles, having a Gothic, Elizabethan or classic character, and on a 
large or small scale of expense; either recommended by experienced 
educators, or followed in building3 recently erected in this country 
or in Europe. 

4. Numerous illustrations of the most approved modes of con
structing and arranging seats and desks, and of all recent improve
ments in apparatus for warming and ventilating school rooms and 
public halls generally. 

5. A catalogue of maps7 globes and other means of visible illus
tration, with which each grade of school should be furnished, with 
the price, and place where the several articles can be purchased. 

6. A list of books, with an index or table of contents to the 
most important volumes on education, schools, school systems and 
methods of teaching, suitable for school libraries, with reference to 
catalogues from which village libraries may be selected. 

7. Rules and regulations for the care and preservation of School 
Houses, grounds and furniture. 

8. Examples of exercises suitable to the dedication of School 
Houses to the sacred purposes of education. 

9. A variety of hints respecting the class~fication of schools. 

SMALL Drs'.rRICTS. 

We not only need good School Houses in every town, but such a 
division of its territory, as will secure for each school, whenever 
practicable, a sufficient number of scholars to arouse and call forth 
the active energies of the teacher, and the enthusiasm of the pupils 
themselves. The Legislature has conferred upon towns the author
ity to determine and define the limits of their School districts, and 
in the exercise of this authority, they have shown so strong a ten
dency to divide and subdivide these districts, that many of them 
have become wholly unable to maintain a reall,1useful school. This 
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is one of the greatr\st evils attending the practical operation of our 
scbool systemi and one which should command the serious reflection 
of the people. 

It will be well ti) consider some of the injurious influences, pro
duced by this kind of municipal action. In the first place, the 
schools in such small districts must be of short continuance, for the 
money to be expendd, will be in proportion to its number of 
scholars. As soon, th)refore, as the pupils have recovered what 
they had lost during the vaca,tion; as soon they begin to advance 
and the school become:; of actual value, the money fails and the 
term is brought to a mdden and early termination. This is the 

most obvious effect, and arises from the actual inability d the dis
trict to maintain a longer school. The Hon. Wm. G. Crosby, as 
Secretary, in 1848, tb us spoke in illustration of this evil. "Sup
pose the amount of mc,ney which a district has to expend in em
ploying a teacher or teachers, to be $100. At a compensation of 
twenty-five dollars pe:, month, a male teacher could be employed 
for three months, for the winter school, and at eight dollars per 
month, a. female teacl1 er could be employed the same length of time 
for the summer school, and thus a school could be sustained in the 
district, for six months in the year. Suppose this district to be 
divided; the proportion of the school money which would fall to 
each, would be fifty c olla,rs, and at the same rate of compensation, 
the winter and summ)r schools would each be reduced one-half, in 
length, or in other words, each would continue but one month and 
a-half, affording jn a11, three months, instead of six months, school
ing in the year. l3ut the foregoing illustration does not exhibit 
the full extent of the loss sustained by such an operation. I be
lieve it to be a well E:ettled fact that under the tuition of a compe
tent teacher, the las1, half of a three months' school is far more 
profitable to the pupils than the first. The curtailment of every 
day in the length of a. school, is a diminution of its value in a two
fold proportion, at least." Again such districts are unable to 
secure the services of able and experienced teachers. They must 
put up with those who would not venture into a large school, or 
even harbor the tho11ght of teaching at all, were there not such 
subjects upon which to experiment. It is a common saying among 
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such candidates for the profession of teaching, '' I will get some 
small school, this winter, and so breal: in." They may break in, 
but the school, in all probability, will break down. These small 
schools, then, have more than their share in educating teachers for 
the larger schools, and to such inexperienced and wholly unqualified 
teachers, they become the _inevitable prey, for those of an opposite 

. character will not submit to the dullness, necessarily incident to 
a school composed of so few members. There is not enough to 
quicken and call forth their energies. There is but little action of 
mind upon mind, no exhilaration, no enthusiasm, no healthy emula
tion. The more advanced scholars, not finding a competent teacher, 
become ·dissatisfied and abandon the school. On the other hand, ju 

schools composed of a requisite number of pupils, it is often the case, 
that there will spring up an emulation among the larger scholars, 
especially among those in about the same stage of advancement, 
which will give a life and zest to the whole school. The Secretary 
of the New Hampshire Board of Education in 1854, in discussing 
this subject, thus speaks upon this point : "So long as we main
tain a large number of small schools we cannot expect to find, to 
any great extent, the most interesting class of pupils connected with 
the Public Schools; for they will resort to the academies and pri
vate schools, where they think they oan receive better advantages 
for improvement.. The best scholars in the State should be induced, 
if possible, to attend the district School, for their influence is almost 
as important as that of the teacher in awakening and sustaining an 
interest in the minds of the other pupils. It is frequently the case 
that a few high-minded and ambitious students will change the 
character of the whole school." 

It may be well to consider some of the causes which have con
tributed to this multiplication of school districts. Sparseness of 
population is one cause. In the, newly settled portions of the State, 
and isolated neighborhoods, large schools cannot be expected. No 
complaint is made at the effects of this cause. An increased popu
lation, also, not unfrequently leads to the same results. The schools 
become large, and, instead of adopting the system of graded schools, 
are unwisely divided, each forming two distinct schools, when before 
there was but one. Another and prominent cause is a· desire 
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indulged. in by parents less wise than fond, to have the privileges of 

the school brought to their very doors. Many parents seem to 

regard it a great blessing to have the school near by, so· that their 

children will not be obliged to walk a great distance. A more falla

cious view could not be entertained; for it might almost be said that 

the school diminishes in va.lue just in proportion as it is brought near. 

An experienced teacher has said: '' So uniform has been our expe

rience upon this subject, that we have always found our most punctual 

and attentive students tho:,e who live remotely from the school room; 

and we believe that an examination of our school records wiir add 

weight and importance to the testimony here given. The schol~rs 

would be much stiller in the schools, and would prosecute their 

studies with a great deal :nore of success, were they all required to 

fake active and brisk exercise in the open air, at least one hour 

before each session. A two miles' walk is none too much for a per

son who is to be confined three hours to hard study. He will 

accomplish more witb. tba.:'.1 without it, and will not be exposed to 
one haJf the mental fatigue and exhaustion that he otherwise 
would be." 

If a child has not sufficient strength to walk one or two miles to 

school, it has not enough to remain in school and pursue its studies 
with suceess. Children, these days, are brought up too tenderly. 
They are not taught, as formerly, tha.t life is a battle, that what is 
worth lrn,ving must be fought for, and that life is full of its stern 
conflicts. Parents should seriously reflect upon this whole subject, 

and seek to imbue the minds of their children with correct views 
of life n,nd its solemn responsibilities. Another prominent cause is 
the dissensions which frequently arise in the management of the 

financial affairs of the diiitrict, the location of a school house, or 

some question of government in the school. Sides are taken, and 

the contest results in the dismemberment of the old school, and the 

establishment of two in its stead. A law was passed by the Legis

bture of 1854, providing that the inhabitants of a town shall not 

divide or discontinue any district, "until the Selectmen and Super

intending School Committee of such town, who are hereby consti

tuted a committee for that purpose, shall have submitted to the town 

a written statement of facts, with their decision thereon, that such 

3 
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division, discontinuance or a11nex:1tion, is necessary and proper." 
It will be seen that the Selectmen and School Committee have the 
power to prevent the formation of any new school district. This is 
a delicate trust, and should be performed ,vith a strict regard to the 
actual wants and interest of the inhabitants praying for such divis
ion or discontinuance. I propose to issue a circular to these officers 
in the several towns of the State, before their next annual election, 
and state the circumstances which should influence them in the 
formation of a right decision. Another law was passed by the last 
Legislature, which has a bearing upon this subject. It provides 
that the Selectmen and Superintending School Committee shall so 
divide ten per cent. of the school money among the different districts 
as "shall give to the smaller districts a more equal opportunity of 
enjoying the benefits of common school education with the larger 

districts." 
I would respectfully suggest, ,,-yhether the practical operation of 

this law will not tend to the formation and continuance of small 
districts, and whether it should not be repealed or so amended as to 
apply only to those necessarily small, either from sparseness of 
population or isolation of position. 

GRADED SCHOOLS. 

A graded school is a classified school, consisting of two, three 
or four departments, to each of which the pupils are distributed, 
according to their ages and attainments, and placed under teachers 
adapted to each grade. These departments are generally denom
hiated the Primary, the Intermediate, the Grammar, and the High 
School. The larger cities have yery generally adopted the four 
departments. IJ?, some of the smaller cities, and larger villages, the 
system embraces but three, the Intermediate being omitted; and in 
the smaller villages, and populous rural districts, but two, the Pri
mary and Grammar. In the cities, two or more classes of school
houses are provided; while in the villages, and populous districts, 
which have adopted the graded system, one commodious edifice is 
usually erected for the accommodation of all the departments. 
Inasmuch as very many villages and neighborhoods have not yet 
attended to a proper gradation of their schools, although the number 

" t 
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of their scholars ren(1crs it not only practicable, but highly neces

sary to their su,:cess, I wish to state some of the difficulties 

attending the instruction and discipline of a mixed school, and some 
of the a<lvantagcs in the classification of pupils according to their 

ages and attainments. Tho one school system brings into the same 
room all the pupi.ls of the district, however different in ages and 

attainments, and E: 1) divides tho labors of the teacher that his services 

become of but litt]e value. It necessarily multiplies the number of 

classes, and afford;-c but little opportunity for explanation a.nd illus

tration, and for potnting out the practical bearing and utility of the 

subjects taught. It allows to the teacher very little time for 

awakening and di:-iciplining the minds of his pupils by a searching 

and skillful examination into the amount of their knowledge and the 
process by which tLey obtained it. "The work of education going on 

in such schools, c,rnnot be appropriate and progressive. There can

not ho a regular course of discipline and instruction, adapted to the 

ago and proficienc:7 of pupils; a series of processes, each adapted to 

certain periods in the development of the mind and cha~acter, the 

first intended to hu followed by a second, and the second by a third, 

the latter always ilepending on the earlier, and all intended to be 
conducted on the :3aimc general principles, and by methods varying 
with the ·work to be done, and the progress already made." Such 
a system must em hrace the lower and higher branches of an English 
educ:1tion, and diff0rent methods of instruction are called for, which 
can never be pursued with success in the same school-room. The 
elementary princi1,les can be made intelligible to the young only by 
a large use of oral methods. The higher branches, especially the 
mathematical, require patient application and habits of abstraction, 

which cannot be sfcurcd an:tid a multiplicity of distracting exercises, 

movements and sounds. 

Many important subjects of study must be excluded, for the 
teacher has no time to attend to them, and no regular and suitable 

course of study c:rn be introduced, owing to the shortness of the 

schools, and the trnnsient character of the teachers. It is hardly • 

possible to overrate the evils which result from a frequent change of 
teachers; "for scorcely any two have the same methods; and the 

one who follows has no opportunity of becoming acquainted, by 
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actual observation, with the condition of the school, or the methods 
of his predecessor. The one has departed before the other arrives. 
He enters the school, a stranger to the children and parents; unac
quainted with the relative propensity and aptitude, the disposition 
and habits of the different scholars; ignorant of the course of discipline 
and instruction pursued by former teachers, and ·with the prospect 
of retiring himself at the end of two o~ three months." It would 
be easy to enumerate many other evils resulting from a frequent 
change of teachers. 

The following may be regarded as among the peculiar advantages 
of the graded system: It greatly increases the ability to erect 
convenient and attractive buildings for the accommodation, of the 
schools. At the same time, it increases the ability to secure the 
services of well qualified instructors. '' A judicious course of study 
can be introduced and adhered to, with far greater facility in a 
graded than in a mixed school. Text books are selected with more 
care and judgment, and less frequently changed; and hence the 
progress of the scholar is less retarded, and parents are subject to 
a less e~ense. The facilities for procuring libraries and articles of 
apparatus, are also greatly increased." 

By this gradation of schools, a few large classes are formed, and 
the teacher is allowed more time for their instruction. Great 
advantage is derived from the excitement, the exhilaration and the 
enthusiasm which always arise· from a companionship in study. 
"Every one who has taught in a graded school, will acknowledge 
the stimulating effect which a large class exerts upon every member 
of it, not only when reciting, but also when studying, by reminding 
him constantly that many besides himself are engaged at the same 
time on the same lesson, and that he will soon be required to appear 
in their presence, and be measured by as well as with them.'' The 
teacher has a fixed amount to accomplish. He has a less number 
of subjects to teach, and has more time to prepare for the different 
recitations. In a mixed school, composed of a large number of 

• classes, pursuing as many different studies, the teacher has no time 
to study the condition and wants of his classes, but is driven by the 
multiplicity and urgency of his duties from class to class, until he 
necessarily produces in their minds the same confusion which he 
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feels in his own, and his own min<l is so quickly taken off from one 
exercise and directed to another, tha,t there is not time for exciting 
any high degree of ardor or enthusiasm, and instead of kindling up 

a fire in other minds, it imparts a chill by its contact. In every 
point of view, the establishment of a graded school, with teachers 
adapted to each gr,sde, is a,n object greatly to be desired. 

HIGH Scnoo1s. 

The highest department in a system of graded schools is usually 
denominated the High School. Wherever this school has been 
established, whether in the city as a part of a complete system, or 

in towns, sustained by the union of all, or even two or three contig
uous districts, it hits never failed, when properly constituted and 
conducted, to receive univer~al favor and approbation. It greatly 
increases the aclvautagl to be derived from our common schools. 

It furnishes to all, to the poor as well as the rich, the means of 

securing a complete English education. The High School exerts a 

most salutary influence upon the lower schools; stimulates the efforts 

of teachers; increases the exertions of scholars by the hope of pro
motion; economizes labor by enabling the teacher to give thorough 
and systematic instruction to a much larger number of pupils; fur
nishes in due time, well--qualified teachers for all the schools of 
lower grade; affords an opportunity for thousands to obtain an 
education of a higher order; who without such aid, would be doomed 
to pass through life with the mere rudiments ; evokes genius, devel
ops talent, and draws out those intellectual and moral resources, 
which the spirit of the age, and the highest interests of the State 
demand; it supercedes the necessity of private schools, and thus 

relieves the community of sustaining a two-fold system of education. 

I propose to fortif.Y these positions by extracts from reports made 

in our own and other States, where the value of a High School has 

been fully tested. Most of these extracts are taken from the report 

of the School Commissioner in Ohio, collected by him from the New 

Engbnd and other States, to sustain the like positions. 

"The privileges of a High School are not only brought within 

reach of each district, but of all classes of the community; and are 

actually enjoyed by the children of the same age, from families of 
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the most diverse circumstances as to wealth, education and occupa
tion. Side by side in the s:1mc recitations, heart and hand in the 
same sports, pressing up together to the same attainments in knowl
edge and character, are found the children of the rich and the poor 
-the more and the less favored in outward circumstances, without 
knowing or caring for the arbitrary distinctions which classify and 
distract society.'' 

"But for the existence of the High School, full three-fourths of 
those who have been its pupils, would, most probably, never have 
enjoyed the opportunity of receiving more than the lowest rudiments 
of knowledge. These are the results which should surely commend 
the High School to the calm judgment and decided support of the 
great mass of the community, and indeed of every philanthropist." 

'' The influence exerted by the establis~1ent of the High School 
has been very marked and beneficial. I?" has caused a generous 
emulation, and elevated the standard of education. It has produced 
a greater degree of thoroughness, and a better attendance in the 
common schools. It opens to the poorest child an avenue by which 
he can be admitted to the realm of knowledge, not as a charity, but 
as a right. It opens to all those advantages which heretofore 
money alone, or humiliating dependence could obtain." 

"Our public High School has been in operation about ten years, 
and has during the whole of this time, been highly useful in many 
ways. It has been a stimulus to exertion to the scholars of the 
lower schools, and has furnished us with well educated teachers in 
our common schools.'' 

"The influence of the High School is decidedly manifest in eleva

ting public sentiment in reference to the advantages of common 
schools, and the value of general education. It presents also a 
powerful and abiding stimulus to the scholars in the lower schools, 
to greater diligence and effort to qualify themselves to gain admis
sion, so that even our grammar schools now, are far better than our 
best schools, public or private, before this system was introduced. 
The effect is also visible in removing the necessity of private schools; 
and the children of all classes now vie with each other on a common 
level for elevation, and the only ground of distinction is good schol

arship and correct deportment. Nor can the benevolent mind con- ''f .. 
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template -without high satisfaction, its results in imparting a 
gratuitous education of an elevated character to hundreds of chilch~en, 
whose pecuniary mea.ns a.re totally inadequate to secure it in priva.te 
schools.':' 

'' It fakes the chik1ren of the people, and sends them out into life 
endowed with such eminent advantages of education, that they will 
be a ble~,sing to society, adorning their varied pursuits with intelli
gence, enriching them with their discoveries, elevating and equal
izing the rank and respectability of their widely different occupations, 
making industry honorable, and securing to labor its proper dignity;
It will bring out genius that otherwise might be ltst forever. It 
will pick up, perhaps out of the kennels of society, many a gem of 
1wiceless value, and will polish it, and set it on high, that it may 
shed its lustre upon the world." 

Dr. Sears, in his bst report as Secretary of the Massachusetts 
Bon.rel of Education, sn.ys: 

'' High schools have sprung up rapidly in all parts of the Com
monwealth, within the last six years, making the number about 
eighty. 

Nor i::1 that which is gained in the wider distribution of the priv
ileges of a higher education counterpoised by any deterioration of 
its quality. We have the testimony of gentlemen connected with 
the colleges, that from the time they began to receive students from 
these reeently established high schools, the ?lasses coming under 
their care have been a.ctually improved; that the young men brought 
forward in th~se scboo1s have generally manifested superior energy 
of mind and of will; and that even in those cases where their 
knowledge of Latin and Greek was found less accurate than that 
of other students, the reverse of which was generally true, they 
still possessed a greater amount of general knowledge and various 
culture, and constituted, on the whole, a better class of students. 

The effect of this order of schools, in developing the intellect of 
the Commonwealth, in opening channels of free communication 
between a11 the more flourishing towns of the State, and the colleges 
or schools of science, is just beginning to be observed. They dis- .. 
cover the treasures of native intellect that lie hidden among the 
people; make young men of superior minds conscious of their powers; 
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bring those, who are by nature destined to public service, to institu~ 

tions suited to foster their talents; give a new impulse to the colleges 
not only by swelling the number of their students, but by raising 
the standard of excellence in them; and, finally, give to the public 
wi~h all the advantages of education, men who otherwise might have 
remained in obscurity, or have acted their part, struggling with 
embarrassments and difficulties. 

Another effect of this liberal policy in regard to the public 
schools, is, that it gives the schools themselves a place in the estima
tion of the people which they never held before. We need not go 
back many years to find a prejudice against the public schools, and 
in favor of academies and private schools. The latter were regarded 
as more respectable; and many families gave their money, and sent 
their children to them, as being designed for a more select class. 

Now the case is reversed. There are no better schools in the Com
monwealth than some of our public high schools, and to these fami
lies of the highest character now prefer to send their children. This 

makes our schools common in the best sense of the word, common 
to all classes, nurseries for a truly republican feeling, public sanctu
aries, where the children of the Commonwealth fraternally meet, 
and where the spirit of caste and of party can find no admittance." 

SCHOOL SUPERVISION. 

All will readily admit that a thorough and faithful supervision of 
our public schools is eminently essential to their proper management, 
and wholly indispensible to their improvement. The dllties imposed 
upon Superintending School Committees freely recognize the prin
ciple of supervision. These duties may be said to commence when 
a teacher applies to the Committee for an examination of his qual
ifications to teach, and a certificate, if they are found sufficient. In 
the discharge of this duty, they are to ascertain whether the candi
date has so mastered and comprehended in his own mind the elements 

of the studies in which he is expected to give instruction, and has 
so completely familiarized them to his own mind, that he can clearly 
present them to the minds of his pupils; whether he has a sufficient 
knowledge of the mind, its faculties, the law of their development 
and their comparative strength, the mental processes of the child in 
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a,rriving at a full conception of any truth, to enable him to teach 

understandingly, and whether ho has a knowledge of the order 

to be observed in presenting the elements of any study. He should 
also be required to exhibit his modes of illustrating some of the 
more common yet irnporta,nt principles which he will be called upon 

frequently to present. Although a candidate might be found quali

fied in the above respects, yet it is equally important to ascertain 
his views upon school government, and if found to be wrong, to 
correct them; to know bow he would meet any difficulties which might 
arise in his school; how he would win the affections and elicit the 

interest of his pupils, and how secure the co-operation of parents. 

Such an examination will show whether the teacher has any shrewd

ness or tact, and a know ledge of human nature as well as science. 

~rhe age demands wdl educated, efficient and intelligent teachers, 
and Committees should be up to this demand in their examination. 

Poor teachers will riot submit to the ordeal, and their places will be 
taken by such as th,:: age does demand. Just in proportion as the 

teachers in our public schools are competent to impart instruction in 
the mode best calCL1la.ted to develop the various faculties of the 

expanding mind, will these schools become the fitting temples of 

science, the pride and boast of the State. 
When the teacher has been allowed to enter the school, under the 

sanction of the Committee; then it becomes their duty, at an early 
day, to visit the school, not simply to ascertain whether he is putting 
into successful practice the knowledge which ho exhibited at the 
examination, but to give him such counsel and :issistance as he may 
seem to need. There is too much formality in the manner in which 
Committees visit schools. They do not do their ·whole duty. If 

the classification or order of the school is defective, it is their duty 
to give the teacher some friendly advice in the matter. Many of our 

teachers are immature in years and consequently in experience, and 

they therefore greatly need this assistance from the Committee. 
These officers should inform the teacher concerning the characteristics 

of the people among w horn he is to labor, and, in fine, shC:mld assid

uously labor for the complete success of the school. They should 

also urge upon the inhabitants of districts the importance of provid
ing convenient and healthy school-rooms for their children; and 

4 
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make them acquainted with all the information, which they can 
gather, upon each and every subject connected with the proper 
manager:ient of school affairs. · 

These are but a part of the required and implied duties of 

Superintending School Committees. Men should be elected to this 
office who are thoroughly qualified for its duties, and who, at the 
same time, are not afraid to work, but are willing to work hard; 

and men, who are able to determine whether a teacher is really 
qualified for his work. In the election of no municipal officers 

should voters so seek for absolute fitness, as in the election_ of those 
who are to superintend so important an interest as that of their 

common schools. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEES' REPORTS. 

It is, also, made a duty of the Superintending Scl10ol Committee, 
to make a written report, annually, to the town, "of the standing 
of, and progress made in, the several schools, and the success which 
may have attended the mode of instruction and governme~t of their 
respective teachers." 

This provision of the law is one of vital importance to the welfare 
and progress of our common schools. A faithful and intelligent 
compliance with it, would work in them a complete revolution. At 
the close of tbe year the Committee are in possession of all the facts 
necessary for a full and complete report. If they have attended to 
their duty, they nave thoroughly examined all the teachers before 
entering the schools; have visited the schools at their commencement, 

observing the modes of instruction and government adopted by each 
teacher, giving them such advise and counsel as they might seem to 
have demanded; have visited the same schools, near the close, 

thereby becoming acquainted with the results which ha.ve been 
attained; have prescribed the books to be used; are acquainted with 
all the excellencies and defects of the different school-houses, and 
the deficiencies of maps, globes and black boards. They know 
whether parents have co-operated with teachers, visited the schools, 
and have inculcated in their children the spirit of obedience, or have 
thwarted the efforts of teachers, and disheartened them by their 
eoldness and indifference. The registers will also furnish many 
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facts of importanGe; whether the mea,ns of education have been 

cr~oyed by all the scholars in the town, and whether parents have 

fully realized the vaJue of these means of improvement to their 
children. ~rhey know what ideas prevail upon the various subjects 

connected with common schools, and the support which they have 

received. 

With all these, and other facts: the Committee should be able to 
make a full report of all the schools. They can have no excuse. 

They should give, at the close of the report, "their views of what 

the schools should be, the principles of teaching as they understand 
them, and set forth the value and importance of a good system of 

common schools, showing the bearing they have on the property, 
morals and happin,;ss of a community." 

PRINTED REPORTS. 

When the Committee have submitted their report to the inhabi

tants of the town, it should be printed and a copy sent to every 

farnjly, to be read by parents, teachers and scholars. Unless print

ed, however faithfully this document may have been prepared, and 

however valuable in statistics or suggestions, it will fail to produce 
much positive good; for it is usually read near the close of the 
town meeting: when most of the voters have gone to their homes, or 
their mindEl are occupied with some matters of business. Many 
arguments could he adduced in favor of printing these reports and 
their distribution. The Committees would be encouraged in thefr 
respunsible and often arduous labors ; and would seek a greater 
acquaintance with the general duties. of their office. Teachers 
wou]J seek to deserve tho approbation of the Committee and the 

c0rnmunity, were their character as teachers to be set forth on the 

printed page, and read by every family in' to-wn. It would encour
age good teachers, and drive poor ones from the field. It would 

tend to create a healthy emulation among the parents and scholars 

of the different districts, as well as increase the amount of reading 

matter on the subject of schools. It is respectfully submitted to 

the consideration of towns, whether it would not be wise to expend 
the sum of ten dolhus to secure a printed report of the School Com

mittee, for every family in town, that, if no other good were to re-
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sult, every inhabitant might know how the five, ten or fifteen hun
dred dollars, raised for the support of schools, had been expended, 

and with what results. Committees are recommended to bring this 
subject to the consideration of their respective towns, in their next 
annual report. It is made a duty of the Superintending School 
Committee to forward a copy of their report, when printed, to the 
Superintendent of Common Schools. Twenty-four such have been 
received, from which were taken the accompanying extracts. The 
one received from the town of Dedham did not contain any general 

remarks from which an abstract could be made. Those from New 
Gloucester and Brownfield were written. Many of these documents 

are model reports, reflecting much credit upon their authors as well 

as the towns which are so fortunate as to have the services of such 
officers. All of them are practical, and clearly present the existing 
condition and wants of our l)Ublic schools. Your Superintendent 
has deemed it desirable herewith to submit such extracts from these 
reports as furnish the views of different minds upon the various 
questions connected with the prosperity of the schools. The influ
ence of thus sending forth to each town in the State such informa
tion, thus furnished by different committees, cannot fail to result in 
much good. Experience has shown in other States that the reports 
of those officers have greatly increased in value since they have 
been thus published. The Committee of each town not only learn 
the views entertained by their co-laborers in other towns, but may 
improve the manner of preparing their own reports. The last annual 
report of the Massachusetts Board of Education contains one hun
dred and thirty-seven pages of abstracts from the report~ of one 
hundred and seven towns. The proportion of towns thus reported 
to the whole number, is eyen larger in New Hampshire than in 
Massachusetts. The number of towns which print the report of 

their School Committee in our own State, do not, probably, exceed 
fotty. Two hundred and twenty towns receive over one hundred 
dollars each from the State School Fund, and it is suggested whether 
they should not be required to furnish to every family in town a 
printed copy of the School Committee's report, as a condition of 
receiving their proportion of this money. 
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SCHOOL LA ws. 

Different school officers, in various parts of the State, have called 

rny attention to tho importance of a new compilation and publication 
of our school laws. and have cxrwessetl tho wish thut I should briner , 0 

the subject to the consideration of the Legislature. 

Many reasons could easily be adduced in favor of such action. 
Quite a number of years have now chpsed since these laws were 
distributed among the different school officers,· and durin(f this time 

u O 

very many and important changes have been made. Some acts have 
been rcpealeu; others have been passed, also numerous amenda
tory acts, materially changing the force of many of those which still 

remain unrepealcil. No provision is made by which Superintending 
School Committec'.S, district agents or clerks, come in possession_ of 
these yearly enactments. Since the revision of the school laws in 
1850, ne,y and vury delicate trusts have been committed to some of 
these officers, upon the correct discha.rge of ·which rest the prosper

ity of the schooh:1 and the peace of neighborhoods. These officers, 
moreover, are constantly changing, and hence the greater necessity 
of frequently supplying them with the laws which are to govern 
them in their oflfoial conduct. The isolated position of many towns 
and districts, renders it quite certain, that they witl continue igno
rant of tho laws unless they are furnished by the State. Should 
they be printed in a pamphlet, it should contain the more important 
judicial decision:, in relation to the public schools, as also a few 
blank forms, such as those for calling a district meeting, of notify
ing the selectmen in case the district shall be unable to locate a. 

school-house, and such other forms as districts need in the manage
ment of their affairs, the want of which very often leads to much 

trouble and expense. To this subject I would respectfully call the 

attention of the Legislature. 

TEACHERS' CoNVEN,roNs. 

A Teachers' Convention, as provided for by law, has been held 
in each county of the State the present year. The first session was 
held at Alfred, in York, commencing August 13; the last at 

Auburn, in Androscoggin county, closing November 21st. The 
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regular Board of Instruction consisted of Professor Charles G. Burn
ham of Haverhill, Mass., and Walter Wells, A. M., of Portland. 

Professor Burnham's long experience as a practical teacher, and 
as an Instructor for a series of years in the Teachers' Institutes in 
New Hampshire and Vermont, gave to his connection with the Con
ventions the highest success and value. His instructions were 
eminently adapted to the wants of the teachers composing the differ
ent Conventions, and did not fail to secure their fullest commendation. 
His method of teaching was elementary, and well calculated to 
impress upon the mind of the teacher the importance of commenc
ing in his instructions where the mind of the child begins, and of 
adapting his subsequent teaching to the successive intellectual steps 
of the child.• Such a method unfolded to the classes the true theory 
of teaching; a theory founded upon the constitution of the mind 
itsel£ In addition to his lectures in arithmetic and reading, he 
also addressed the teachers upon the subject of school government, 
the importance of thoroughness in their teaching, the duty of seek
ing the physical and moral, as well as mental education of their 
scholars, and the means to be used in securing the co-operation and 
interest of districts and parents. AU his instructions and sugges
tions bore a detiJledly practical and useful character. 

Mr. Wells was connected with every Convention in the State, 
with the exception of the one in the county of Aroostook, and gave 
instruction in geography and grammar. His lectures on the former 
study, more particularly pertained to physical geography, yet his 
method of presenting the subject was alike applicable to its other 
departments. This method was, first, a statement of the facts con
tained in the book; then, the reasons for the facts, and finally their 
influence. The peculiarly pleasing and eloquent manner in which 
the lectures of Mr. Wells were prepared and delivered, upon this 
and the subject of grammar, gained for him personally, much de
served praise and respect; and for the Conventions a corresponding 
interest and usefulness. • 

In the organization of the Conventions, I deemed it important to 
confine the instruction given at the day sessions) to the elements of' 
arithmetic, geography, grammar; reading and spelling. I am hap
py to report that the members, of the Conventioos exhibited a strong; 
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desire for improvement, and cheerfully received the instructions 
afforded them, and am also gratified to state that they readily com

plied with the request, to avoid the discussion of any subject which 
did not enter into the organization of the Conventions, or comport 
,;ith their legitimate purpose:;. 

1'he Conventions, in twelve ce;unties, was held five days and 
evenings, car)!1; in oue, Aroostoo!:; L ut three, owing to its remote
ness from the places of holding in the adjoining counties; and in 

two, four days each, in consequence of the lateness of the season. 
The hospitality displayed in the towns where the Conventions were 
held, was exceedingly gratifying. Ample accommodations were 

provided for all the teachers, and every arrangement which could 
conduce to the pleasure and comfort of all. At Farmington, the 
Rev. Jonas Burnham, Preceptor of the Academy, rendered most 
valuable aid by his able lectures on reading, and his constant en
deavors to make the session profitable and pleasant. At Houlton, 
Milton Welch, A. M., Preceptor of the Academy, did much to ren
der our meeting profitable and acceptable to the hospitable people 
of that village. At Machias, James H. Hanson, A. M., Teacher in 

the Eastport High School, had charge of the department of reading, 
and made his lessons exceedingly valuable to the members of the 
Convention. 

LECTURES. 

Sixty-nine public lectures were delivered at the evening sessions 
of these Conventions, and I am happy to report that they were very 
generally of a practical character, well calculated to instruct and 
improve the members of the Conventions in their duties as teachers; 
to awaken within them as students a livlier enthusiasm; and to 
arouse in the minds of citizens a deeper interest in the cause of 

common schools. Large and a.ttenti ve audiences, and in some 

instances, filling the house to overflowing, characterized these even
ing sessions. The interest in each County was an increasing one, 
and not unfrequently towards the close of the week, brought in 

large numbers from the adjoining towns. At some of these meet

ings, gentlemen, who for years had stood aloof from the public 
school, came forward, admitting their former want of interest, and 

pledging to their fellow citizens there assembled with them, a . 
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warmer co-operation in future. This feature of the Conventions 
should not be lost sight of by our legislators or our citizens gen
erally. 

It is this interest, intense and all-pervading, which must lead tq.e 
way to improvement. Parents can be brought out at these evening 
meetings, and can there be told, in no doubtful language, that they 
have duties to perform, duties for the right discharge of which, the 
character which their children shall sustain, when placed on the 
stage of life, loudly calls. Parents can here be told, that they must 
visit their schools, must furnish school-rooms so constructed and 
provided as to secure a physical as well as a mental development of 
their children, must extend to their teacher a cordial hand, and must 
make him feel that all around him are hearts warm with interest 
in him and his success. 

The Lectures given were upon the following, and other equally 
practical subjects: Physical, Intellectual and Moral Culture; 
the Duties of Parents; the Duties of Towns; the Duties of 
Superintending School Committees; the Examination of Teachers; 
the best Education for the Masses; what constitutes a good School; 
School Discipline; and Incidental Teaching. 

LECTURERS. 

Of these Lectures, Prof. Burnham gave thirty; your Superin
tendent, ten; Prof. J'. T. Champlin, D. D., of Waterville College, 
four; Rev. Samuel Souther, Jr., of Fryeburg, three; Rev. Jonas 
Burnham, Principal of Farmington Academy, two; George M. 
Staples, M. D., of Farmington, two; Rev. W. A. P. Dillingham, 
of Augusta, two; Rev. L. L. Knox, of Bucksport Seminary, two; 
and the following gentlemen, one each: Moses Lyford, A. M., 
Principal of Boys' Hill School, Portland; Rev. James P. Wes ton, 
A. M., Principal of Westbrook Seminary; Henry Dunlap, A. B., 
Principal of Standish Academy; Alvin Boody, A. M., Principal of 
Fryeburg Academy; Eben. P. Hinds, A. M., Principal of Oxford 
Normal Institute; John B. Wilson, A. B., Principal of East 
Corinth Academy; Walter We1ls, A. M., of Portland; James H. 
Hanson, A. M., Principal of High School, Eastport; Rev. David 

• 
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Tlmrston, of Searsport; Rev. David Cushman, of Newcastle; ReY. 
E. G. Carpenter: of Newcastle; Melville W. Fuller, Esq., of 
Augusta; George Woods, A. l\I., Principal of Lewiston Falls 
Academy; and A. B. Wiggin, A. l\I., Principal of North Yarmouth 
Academy. 

THE NUl\rnER IN ATTENDANCE. 

The whole number of teachers in attendance at all of the Con-
ventions was sixteen hundred and ninety-one. Twenty-three were 

present at the second Convention, so that the whole number of different 
members was sixteen hundred and sixty-eight. This number makes 
an average at each Convention of one hundred and thirteen. There 
was found to exist in the minds of many teachers an uncertainty, 
whether or not the Convention ·would assume the character of an 
Institute, and I was assured by them, that many of their fellow
tcachers had remained away because of this doubt. It is believed 
that the number in attendance will be greatly increased another 
year. In a few of the counties, where the teachers were nearly of 
equal age with those of the other counties, it was ascertained, that the 
average number of weeks taught by each member, was from thirty
eight to forty-three. 

The table below exhibits the time and place of each session, and 
the number of teachers attending. 

~· C=~ti::_]-,;~er: h:~- I ;;.:. _I ~!ale. 1i;.:,:::i;! 1':tal. 
York, Alfred, Aug. 13, 43 / 33 76 
Cumberland, Windham Aug. 20, 50 71 121 
Oxford, Norway, ' Aug. 27, 78 62 140 
Franklin, Farmington, Sept. 3, 87 79 166 
Somerset, Skowhegan, Sept. 10, 45 71 116 
Piscataquis, Dover, Sept. 17, 41 70 111 
Penobscot, East Corinth, Sept. 24, 51 69 120 
Aroostook, Houlton, Oct. 2, 20 43 63 
1Vashington, J\fachias, Oct. 8, 23 53 76 
Hancock, Ellsworth, Oct. 15, 28 104 132 
"\Valdo, Searsport, Oct. 22, 40 41 81 
Lincoln, Newcastle, Oct. 29, 37 40 77 
Kennebec, Waterville, Nov. 5, 115 115 230 
Sagadahoc, Richmond, Nov. 12, 27 42 69 
Androscoggin, Auburn, Nov. 16, 54 I 59 113 ___ ! _____ _ 

739 I 952 I 1691 
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THE CONTINUANCE OF THESE CONVENTIONS. 

This heading would imply tha.t a doubt might exist whether the 
State would continue this means of qualifying the teachers of its 
public schools for a more efficient discharge of their duties. I do 
not introduce this subject because any doubt exists in my own mind, 
for the welcome that has been extended to the Convention in every 
county in the State the past year, has fully convinced me, that the 
Institute or Convention system is .a popular one with the people. 
This welcome has come from every class, and indeed from no 
quarter, has there come the slightest opposition. 

The Press has generously and unitedly sustained the movement. 
Resolutions were passed at all of the Conventions expressive of their 
pleasure at the return of such means of improvement in the science 
and art of teaching; also acknowledging their obligations to the 
State. Some of these resolutions are given below. Those not given, 
expressed a similar sentiment. 

York County. 
Resolved, That in view of what has been accomplished during the Conven-

W tion, we entertain a renewed sense of the importance of such Conventions for 
furthering the interests of education, for training teachers, for disseminating 
intelligence and awakening the zeal of the friends of general culture. 

Resolved, That we heartily approve and desire the continuance of the legis
lative policy which established these Conventions. 

Cumberland County. 
Resolved, 'fhat in our opinion, the establishment of Teachers' Conventions 

was wise and judicious legislation, eminently calculateµ to promote the cause 
of education, and that we feel deeply gratified for the same. 

Washington County. 
Resolved, That we give it as our settled conviction, that Teachers' Conven

tions, similar to the one we now have the pleasure of attending, are among 
the most efficient means of promoting the cause of popular education, giving 
as they do, instruction to teachers in the various branches of education, in 
the mQlil.es of teaching, and the principles of school discipline; and by public 
lecturl: exciting in the minds of varents and children generally, a deeper 
interest in our public schools. 

Sagadahoc County. 
Resolved, That the interests of Common School Education in our State 

demand a continuance of these Conventions from year to year. 
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Lincoln County. 
Rcsolv 1,d, That our thanks arc duo to tho State for supplying us with the 

instruction we so much nood, and we rccogmzo and feel tho corresponding 
ohligat10ns resting upon us to discharge our duties to those under our charge 
with renewed energy and zeal. 

Hesohcd, 'rhat it affords us great pleasure to express to ,those who have 
lectured to us and im;trncted oo, <luring the Convention, our sincere and 
cordwl thanks, for tho able, faithful and kinu nmnner in "·hich tlwy have 
pointed out onr errors, informed our understanding, and elevated our opinion 
of tlie teacher's calling. 

Kennebec County. 
Rcsohcd, That we heartily rejoice that the StateJrns returned to the policy 

of holding Conventions of Teachers in tho several counties, and we believe 
experience fully justifies it as a wise policy in its eifacts in improving tho 
character, standing and usefulness of our Common Schools, and that we, as 
Teachers, will labor assiduously to accomplish the end for which these Con
ventions were estu.blishod. 

To give to those Conventions their highest efficiency, they should 
have the same acknowledgment of public utility, and the same 
permanency, which the same or similar institutions have acquired 
in other States. 

The Hon. H. H. Barney, State Commissioner of Common Schools 
of Ohio, in his Report in 1854, thus speaks of Teachers' Institutes: 
" These institutions are prominently mentioned, because our school 
legislation seems to award to them a preference, even over Normal 
Schools, as the best and most available agency for the preparation 
of teachers. Their history is a striking illustration of a great want 
finding its own remedy. Of late years all quarters of the State, 
and especially those where the schools were in the best condition, 
have sent forth a loud demand for teachers possessing not only the 

requisite learning, but also the practical skill for teaching others. 
In the absence of Normal Schools, those wlJo proposed to qualify 
themselves to teach, invoked the voluntary principle. Associations 
were· formed, and the services of gentlemen long engaged in the art 

of instruction, were secured; classes organized; drills as regularly 
pursued as at a military school ; the best methods of teaching the 
different branches tested by discussion and experiment ; a generous 
enthusiasm in all the details of mental and moral development cul-

• 
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tivated; in short, Teacher's Institutes sprung into existence, and 
have continued during the last ten years to increase in numbers 
and influence. As soon as the general assembly became satisfied of 
the beneficial influence of such sessions, a law was passed for their 
encouragement, at first in a few northern counties, but now made 
general." 

In-New York, the Superintendent of Public Instruction, Hon. 
V. M. Rice, reports that the main reliance for teachers must be on 
the Teachers' Institutes, and further says: "These organizations 
are of short duration, but when prop~rly conducted they awaken 
an intense professional,interest. 

"Instruction in the sciences is properly regarded as of secondary 
importance, yet from the principles of classification and habits of 
study inculcated, even this becomes quite valuable. One great 
difficulty in the way of improving the profession has been in the 
isolation of the individuals making up that professi'on. But in these 
gatherings, teachers from different parts of the same county, or even 
of different counties, meet and mingle their views, thus opening a 
large field of comparison, and stimulating to far more extensive and 
successful efforts for improvement. 

"The teachers' spirit is here awakened. There is a certain 
sentiment, almost indescribable, that should pervade the breast of 
every teacher. An appreciation of the responsibility resting upon 
him, a love for his occupation, and a lively zeal in its prosecution, 
are indispensable to successful instruction. With this sentiment 
teachers will generally succeed even with limited scientific attain
ments, for this same spirit will cause them to prepare themselves, 
by close study and thought, to meet any difficulties which they may 
encounter." 

The Secretary of the Board of Education in New Hampshire, for 
1854, reports under this head as follows : '' Our Teachers' Insti
tutes have been more numerously attended and more successful the 
past year than ever. They have been held in each county irl. the 
State, and in the opinion of those who have seen their practical 
workings, they have rendered an important service to teachers and 
the community at large. We have conversed with good judges in 
this matter, from about all the towns where these meetings have 
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been held, and a most favorable opinion has been uniformly ex
prcssccl in relation to their character and influence. Our Institutes 
arc receiving more and moro favor every year from the people, ancl 
they should be regarded as the most efficient auxiliary we have at 
our command in meeting the general wants of teachers. The bw 
providing for their support is one of the most useful enactments 
ever spread out upon our statutes." The Reports from l\fassa,chu
setts, Rhode Island and Connecticut, give to the Institute system, in 
those States) the same character of usefulness. 

Your Superintendent has felt it his duty to report thus at length 
upon this subject, and has sought to present such facts, supportecl 
by testimony, as would load to the formation of a right public sen
timent in regard to the real objects and influences of a Teachers' 
Convention. To support this Institution in l\fossachusetts t;4, 500 

are annually expended, and in New Hampshire, $5,200. 
The $2, 000 appropri,1te<l for its support in this Sta,te will meet 

all the expenses only by the use of the most rigid economy. These 

expenses consist of the salaries of instructors, their board and trav
eling expenses, the sums paid to lecturers, for the use of halls, cir
cul:us, advertising, postage, &c. We have about 241, 000 schol
ars, so that the $2; 000 expended to increase the qualifications of 
their teachers, will be but twelve mills to a scholar, and when 
compared to the whole cost of all our public schools, ·will be as four 
mills to one dollar. This exhibit sho'IYS how trifling.is the expense 
of the Conventions, when compared with the large sums annually 

• expended for the support of the schools. 
I vv-ould respectfully suggest that the Conventions be supported 

from the income of the Bank tax, instead of the Treasury, as now 

provided. 

RrnnT Vrnws OF EnucATIO:N. 

Although the district, the town, school officers and the State, 
faithfully discharge their respective duties, we cannot expect our 
schools to achieve their highest good, unless teachers and parents 

entertain right views upon the subject of education, and the means 

to be used for the elev:1tion of the school. Many parents seem to 

entertain the idea that the attainment of knowledge is the first and 
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chief thing to be aimed at in school ; and the training of the faculties 
is regarded by them as a matter of secondary importance. The 
power of repeating what has been crowded into the memory, is 
looked upon as the highest and surest evidence of scholarship. The 
quantity,. rather than the quality, of attainment, is with them the 
true test of improvement. The great work of education is reduced 
to a mere exercise of the memory. Instead of seeking to discipline 
and develop the faculties of the pupil, his mind is treated as a 
mere receptacle, which must be filled, it matters to them but a little 
how. It is by no means strange, that when such views as these 
prevail, a method of instruction should be adopted which does not 
aim to train the mind and awaken thought and reflection. We 
should not be surprised at the legitimate results of such a system, 

when we see pupils pass along in their studies, with little control 
over their minds, utterly deficient in the power of application, with 
little interest in study, and with no purpose or prospect of future 

improvement. However great the acquisitions may be, they become 
almost wholly unavailing, because there is no power to use them, to 
arrange and classify them, and form new combinations. In the 
power of using the faculties and resources of the mind, lies the 
secret of success. The pupil may have acquired the elements, the 
leading facts and principles of the sciences, but be unable to give a 
single inference from the stores which he has thus gained by 
memory. He ~ms not learned to think for himself, or even dreamed 
that the great object of all study is to draw out and exercise the 
reflective faculties. This habit of'learning words and propositions, 

without understanding them, is much too prevalent in our schools. 
Such superficial attainments lead the pupil to imagine that he has 
the substance, when he has only the mere semblance, of knowledge. 
Such a system of instruction leads pupils to over-estimate their 
attainments, fosters conceit, and removes the true incentives to 
study. Many teachers seem to regard their chief duty to secure a 
rapid rehearsal of lessons and text-books, as if it were an evidence of 
the acquirement and comprehension of the thoughts. "But it is 
doing violence to the soul, to its innate love of truth, and of growth 

by the nutriment of truth, to feed it thus with the mere husks of 
knowledge, rather than knowledge itself." 
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Our pupils, as a general thing, pursue too many studies at a time, 

and are encouraged to enter upon the more advanced studies before 

they fully understand the simple rudiments. They forget that true 
progress depends less on the number of branches taught than on the 
thoroughness with which a few are mastered. These evils result 

from erroneous views as to the primary objects of education. Pa
rents and teachers should thoroughly investigate this subject, and 
acquire definite and settled rules upon it, that they may act in har
mony. A want of concurrent views on this subject occasions many 
serious embarrassments to teachers. Parents complain because their 

children are put back, and thus encourage them in their habits of 
superficial study. All the teacher's plans and methods of instruc
tion should be modified by the paramount consideration that the 
prescribed studies arc to be pursued, not as ends, but as mea,1s to 

the higher end of drilling and developing the mental powers, and 

parents should not complain at any course adopted by the teacher 
which is consonant with this end. 

Knowledge is indeed essential to education, but does not consti

tute it. If right habits of mental activity and self-reliance are 
formed, knowledge will come in due time, as a matter of course. 
"It is the discipline of the intellectual and moral faculties that 
constitutes the man, and gives him his individual character and power. 
It is by the means of this discipline that he will be able to excel in 
any pursuit or profession. Boys or girls educated on this system 
will have clear ideas, and know what they are talking about when 
they talk at all. If they undertake to write, they will be capable 
of concentrating all their powers upon a given subject, and will 
write sensibly and to the point. The wide field of knowledge is no 
longer a labyrinth to thmn, for they hold a clue to it in a thoroughly 
disciplined mind." Now the object of the common school is to lay 
the foundation of future and higher attainments, to teach the pupil 
how to study, and to inspire him with a love of learning. When 

this is successfully achieved, the pupil will be sure to edu~ate him

self. To complete his education will be the end and pleasure of 
his life. No matter what may be his position or calling in life, he 
will seek leisure for study and self-improvement, and will occupy 
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the intervals of labor and business engagements in the cherished 
work of mental culture. This great end of study should determine 
the methods of instruction. It is secured by a thorough mental 
discipline; a discipline which the closest application and the most 
searching understanding of every branch pursued can secure. The 
teacher should make every effort to awaken and sustain, in the 
minds of his pupils, a spirit of self-reliance. He should throw the 
pupil upon his own resources, and make him feel that he must train 

himself. by his own efforts. "In the heart of such pupil are the 
germs of plastic faculties which he can mould and shape as he will, 
and which, if rightly trained, will secure his usefulness and happi
ness. They are always the best taught who, in the highest sense or 
term, are self-taught, who make use of the lessons of their teachers 
as guides in the work of self-training." Parents ai:i,d teachers 
should alike seek to entertain such views of the true end of educa
tion, and especially of that to be secured in our common sc~10ols, as 
shall result in the adoption of a mode of instruction best calculated 
to lead their children and pupils in the path to its attainment. 

Parents should encourage their children to dwell long and patiently 
upon the el~ments, the fundamental principles of the studies pur
sued, instead of wishing them to be'hurried along, fQr such a course 
must always be at the risk of that clear and comprehensive view 
which the nature of the mind absolutely demands. Unless the mind 
of the pupil can fj.nd delight in study, it will refuse to apply itself. 
It is the duty of parents to seek for correct views of the end and 
aim of study, and should seek to acquaint themselves with such 
information upon the general subject of education as shall give 
them the ability to discover the true signs of improvement in their 
children. When pupils are unwilling to review their studies at 
school, it is strong evidence that their parents do not rightly instruct 

them at home. There must be a harmony of views between the 
teacher and the parent. Let our teachers, then, aim at greater 
thoroughness, and in their efforts to secure it, let them receive the 
earnest support and encouragement of parents. 
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1VELL QUALIFIED '1,EACIIERS. 

The want of well qualified teachers for our public schools, is 
uncloubtedly one of the greatest obstacles to their success. It is, 
however, a hopeful sign tlrnt the people are becoming more and more 
convinced, that however much they may do for their schools, in 

providing convenient and attractive school-houses, and in raising 
money for their support, yet without competent and skillful teachers, 
these schools cannot perform their true mission. · This conviction 
manifests itself in loud demands for this class of instructors, and in 
an increasing willingness to remunerate them according to this more 
reasonable estimate, in which their services are beginning to be 
regarded. It is proper that this tendency of the public mind in the 
right direction should be encouraged and strengthened by arguments 
and facts confirming its correctness. Let the once too prevalent 

idea be forever discarded, that any person, if tolerably qualified, 
may teach a good school; let it become a fixed principle of action 
with parents and school officers, tlmt the profession of teaching does 
not form an exception to all others, but that the teacher, the educator 
of the mind, must himself be thoroughly educated and thoroughly 

fitted for his "·ork, and then shall we see our public schools assume 
a character inviting our admirntion. The office of tho teacher, in 
forming the hearts and minds of the young, anJ in training up those 
who arc to take our places in life, is all important. This office is 
made the more important from the closeness of the intercourse 
between the teacher and the scholar, and the length of time it is 
kept up. lTpon this point the Hon. Edward Everett thus eloquently 
spoke: '' As soon as the child is old enough to be sent to school, 
the teacher is rclieJ upon to furnish occupation for the opening fac

ulties of the exp:mding mind, to direct its efforts in the acquisition 
of the elements of knowledge, and to suggest the first distinct ideas 
on some of the mmt important questions in conduct and morals. 
~rlie child is committed to the teacher's hands in the very morning 

of life, when the character, still more than young limbs, is, so to 
say, still in the gristle. They have, both limbs and character, 
acquired some of their proper consistency and power of resistance; 
but to how much. of the intellectual and moral frame are not the 
first impress and slmping to be given at school? Is this a light 

5 
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matter? If the teacher was to fashion your child's personal propor~ 

tions, or to remold his features, with what jealousy would you inquire 

after his quali£cation for that task? Is it of less importance how 

he fashions and molds the features of the mind? Is it of small 

account, whether your child's germinating faculties-to use a pro

verbial expression, to which no rhetoric can add force-shall be 

"nipped in the bud," a bud in which seeds of immortal life and 

heavenly intelligence have been curiously wrapped by the Creator? 
The husbandman can tell us if it is a matter of little or no conse

quence whether you employ a skillful or an unskillful person to 

raise a crop of corn, the growth of a few months, under a simple 

process of culture. And yet so much depends on proper manage· 

ment, that from the same seed you may see, in one field, the corn 

towering up, vigorous, swelling with life and strength, its broad, 

healthy leaves crackling till the farmer thinks he can both hear it 
and see it grow, the graceful tassel dancing on the summit of the 

stalk, and dropping its fertilizing riowcler on the silken filaments, 
which force their way from the top of the husk to receive the vital 
principle, and convey it to the ripening ear; and perhaps on the 

other side of the way, in a corner of the sluggard's garden, strug

gling with rank weeds for the joint possession of the unenriched 

soil, you will see, from the same seed, a scanty, blighted, sickly 
crop, yellow as saffron when it ought to be green, and black when 

it ought to be yellow, and scarce promising a few meager stalks for 

the barn-yard. Whenever I witness such a contrast in the natural 

world, I ask myself,. with trembling, whether the mind is a princi

ple so much less delicate than~ blade of grass,-whether the proper 

care and culture of the intellect, the raising up and the training up 

@f that unspeakable mystery on earth, a thinking, reasoning, dis

·Cumrsing, immortal creature,-are so inferior in importance, in diffi

culty, and in the amount of the consequences involved, that while 
we would trust the tillage of our field, the sowing of our corn, . al;ld 

the gathering of the harvest, only to an expert and·a judicious }~and, 

any one may be trusted to keep our schools and cultivate the minds 

·Of our children? 

These inquiries scarcely need an answer. Every man's reflection 

who is able to reason on the subject,--every one's observation who 
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has turned his attention to it,-every one's experience who has had 
children of his own confided to a succession of teachers, and still 
more, who, at any time, has himself been engaged in the business 
of instruction, will satisfy himself that the teacher's duty is impor
tant, complicated, and arduous. It is not a mere piece of job-work, 

to which any one may turn his hand, but a professional calling, 
which requires knowledge, judgment and experience." 

Although the number is much less than in former years, still 
there are Yery many who seem to think that any one, with a mod
erate share of common sense and a general knowledge of the sub
jects to be taught, is sufficiently fitted to act the part of a teacher. 
Such can lmve no intelligent idea of the nature of the mind, its 
different faculties or the natural order of their developement. They 
think that the teacher's work i:; nothing more than to secure a 
proper classification and government of the school, and listen to the 
recitations of its pupils. Beyond this they do not go. They will, 
however, admit that some have a tact for teaching which others do 
not have, and will seek the instructions of such for their children. 

It might be said that many persons have been found to possess a 
peculiar talent for some one of the mechanic or fine arts, and be 
under no necessity of submitting to an apprenticeship, yet no one 
would argue from this that those not gifted ·with this peculiar talent 
should not learn, by however slow degrees, the elementary princi
ples of the art. The majority of those who become proficient in 
any art or distinguished in any profession, are obliged to submit to 
a special course of preparation, and indeed, those who do not lay 
the foundation of their calling, arc received with distrust. 

No one who has spent many years as a teacher, cannot in a 
review of his labors, discover many instances in which they would 
h:we been much easier to himself, and incomparably more useful to 
his pupils had he been able to make the same preparation which the 

physician, the lawyer, or the theologian make for theirs. It is 
the great object of education to draw out and discipline the facul
ties; but to do this successfully, the teacher must know what these 
faculties are, the natural order of their development. He should 
know the best discipline for each faculty; how to use the sciences 
to secure this end, and so to present these sciences that an appetite 
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for knowledge, and a strong desire for improvement, may be created, 
"He ought io know what motives are to be addressed in forming 
habits of study, and training the powers to the greatest energy and 
intensity of action, and the best mode of awakening and elevating 
the moral faculties so that the attainments made by the mind, 
instead of being made at the expense of the higher nature, shall be 
in subserviency to its best condition and advancement." The 
teacher should also be prepared to aid the scholar in securing another 
object of education, to store the mind with useful knowledge; such 
know ledge as shall fit it for life. To do this he should know all 
the sciences, the order to be observed in their study, the precise 
influence of each upon the mind as a whole or any particular faculty. 

It is wholly impossible, in the space allotted to this topic, to do 
more than allude to a few of the many arguments which could be 
adduced in support of the proposition, that the teacher should 
receive a special training, corresponding to the nature and impor
tance of his work. Two agencies have been adopted to secure this 
object; the one more general in its character, but the other more 
specific and thorough. The first agency is that of Teachers' Con
ventions, or Institutes, as they are called in a majority of the 
States, where established. A Teachers' Convention or Institute, is 
an assemblage of teachers for a period extending from one to four 
weeks, for the purpose of reviewing the studies they are to teach, 
and to witness, and to some extent practice, the best methods of 
arranging and conducting the classes of a school, as well as of 
obtaining the material ideas of experienced teachers on topics of 
educational improvement. The instruction is designed to be of such 
a character as shall furnish a model for common school exercises, 
although the former will naturally partake more of the oral method 
than the latter. Owing to the shortness of the time during which 
they are usually held, they only aim at giving some practical skill, 
some know ledge of the art of teaching. The evening sessions are 
generally occupied by lecturers, who discuss some of the more 
important topics embraced within the range of common school 
interests. Mention has already been made in that part of this 
report, upon the Teachers' Conventions which have been held the 

]?resent year, of the influence of these meetings upon the teachers 
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and the community, as well as tho justly high estimation in which 
they arc held in those States where they hase been established. 

The more prominent agency for training teachers, is the Nornwl 
School. It has been incorporated into the school systems of all the 
lei::uling powers of Europe, and a number of the States of our own 
country. The Normal School aims to give the true science of 
teaching. Its history is a triumphant vindication of its usefulness. 
I purpose briefly to give the success which has attended it in some 
of the States. The Superintendent of Public Instruction in New 
York, reports that the Norma,l School in that State has been in . 
operation ten years, and during that period there have been in 

attendance 2,263 pupils. The influence of these teachers has been 
highly beneficial. They have attracted attention to the improved 
modes of instruction and discipline which have been introduced into 

many of the schools. They have prosecuted their mission under 
the conviction that activity, enthusiasm, and devotion to the inter
ests of the young, ~re more potential in controlling them and in 
developing their minds than all the modes of physical torture to 
which ignorance is accustomed to resort. In this particular, espe
cially, h::rre their labors been crowned with success. They have 
co-operated with others who are eminent as instructors, in holding 
school celebrations, in establishing associations and institutes, by 
which the public mind has been led to appreciate more fully the 
:tmportance of a thorough education. Many who have left the pro
fession are still acting a,s school officers. Even of the under grad
uates, there is a large number who are known to be acting no 
:insignificant part in establishing a higher order of common schools. 
A fair estimate of the number of efficient teachers who have been 
qualified for their duties through the influence of this institution, 
would include hundreds, if not thousands, who have never entered 
its halls, but who lrnve been under the instruction of its pupils in 

tho several counties of the State. Their skill and knowledge have 
thus been more generally diffused. 

From the last annual report of the Superintendent of Common 

Schools of Connecticut, the following account is given of the working 
of the Normal School in that State: 

The Normal School of this State has tended, more than any other 
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single cause, to advance the standard of common school education 
in Connecticut. It is a school for the instruction of te:1chers; and 
its influence, in giving correct views on this whole subject, as well 
as in furnishing the best of instructors, is of incalculable benefit to 
the State. Many teachers, of consider:.1.ble experience and preten
sion, who have gone to that school reluctantly, or in the belief that 
it could afford them but little benefit, have come away convinced 
that, without the knowledge there obtained of the art of teaching, 
they would have forever labored under extreme disadvantage. 

The impulse which the Normal School has given to improved 
methods of teaching, and to improvements in the schools in different 
parts of the State, is fully attested by the communications received 
at this office, and especially by the constant and increasing demands 
for its accredited teachers, which are ·far more numerous than the 
supply. · 

The Secretary of the Massachusetts Board .of Education, in 
reviewing the history of the Normal Schools in that State, says that 
the graduates so<;m attracted the attention of school committees, who 
sought their services, and generally mentioned them with commen
dation in their reports. 

All these pupils from the Normal Schools, scattered over a wide 
territory, carried with them a spirit of improvement. There is now 
no part of the State where the teachers, whether they have attended 
the Normal Schools or not, are beyond the sphere of their influence. 
Not a few, by means of intercourse with graduates from the Normal 
Schools, by reading the best books on education, and by continual 
efforts to improve in their own practice by the suggestions they may 
receive, have become well versed in their art, and are valuable 
auxiliaries to those who lead in the work of introducing improved 
methods of instruction. 

This fact suggests a view of the public utility of Normal 
Schools that is too often overlooked. Men are apt to estimate their 
importance solely according to the number of teachers educated in 
them, as compared with the number of those employed in the 
schools, without such preparation. It is not duly considered that 
they introduce a new standard of professional excellence, and 

• 
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that the influence of such a standard has a potency ·which aflects tho 
character of every school in the Commonwealth. 

The Normal School of Rhode Island, established in 1854, has 
already commended itself to the citizens of that State, and disarmed 

all opposition. Earnest endeavors :1re now being made in New 

Hampshire to secure to the tenichers of its public schools, t11o priv
ileges of the snime institution. 

In addition to the :1bove information, collected from various 
sources, I have received Yery valuable letters from several distin

guished gentlemen in different States, upon this interesting subject. 

The Hon. Isaac Davis, a member of the Massachusetts Board of 

Education, says-" The true object of the Normal School is to 

instruct the art of teaching. This art is a profession so honorable 

and so responsible as to command the best energies of the most 
accomplished minds. 

The Normal School receives those whose acquirements of learning 

are sufficient to teach; and tests their capacity to communicate 

knowledge to others; many persons are found deficient, and are 

dismissed as incompetent to make accomplished teachers; others, who 

manifest an adaptation of mind to acquire the art of teaching, are 

instructed in a thorough system of didactics; thus a corps of teachers 
are furnished for our common schools, greatly superior to those who 
arc educated in our high schools or academies. The experience of 
more than ten years, has shown to the citizens of this State the good 
effects of Normal Schools upon our common schools. In almost all 
cases whore Norma,l School teachers have been eillf'loyed, the schools 
under their charge ha;rn exhibited a great suporiority over those 

where they have not been employed." Ex-Governor Tioutwell, the 
present Secretary of the Board of Education in Massachusetts, 

writes that: "Their influence is not limited tGi graduates, hut many 

teachers who have never been in a Normal School, are working in 

the profession under the influence of the system. But our faith is 

not based entirely, or even chiefly, upon what has been accomplished, 
though the experience of the State has, upon the whole, been satis

factory; but we look at the principle on which the Normal system 

rests. If there jg any art or skill in teaching, which a young man 

or woman would not in the ordinary course of things acquire, it 
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may and ought to be communicated. And if it is to be commum
cated, some agency must be employed. The Normal School is at 
present, with us, an agent, and we know of none better." 

Letters have also been received from the Hon. Henry Barnard, 
LL. D., of Conn., and the Rev. Robert Allyn, Commissioner of 
Public Schools in Rhode Island. They each b~r testimony to the 
efficient working of the Normal School system in their respective 
states. The distinguished wprk of Dr. Barnard on Normal Schools 
in Europe and America, gives them, wherever established, the same 
character of eminent usefulness. 

It now becomes a question of interest whether this second agency 
for training the teachers of our common schools should become a 
part of our educational system. It is a question that should be 
answered, after a searching examination has been made into the 
actual condition of our schools, the means best calculated to secure 
their higher usefulness, the important relation of . the teacher, the 
results obtained from the Normal School in other States, and the 
means necessary for its incorporation into the school system of our 
mm State. I have sought to present in the preceding pages the 
facts necessary for such an examination. It has been my wish to 
furnish upon this subject, not simply my own, but the views of 
those who have witnessed the practical operation of this. school. 

This inquiry should be made with candor, and a spirit of true 
liberality. Facts should be duly ·weighed. The question involves 
an interest truly momentous. It is one in which is involved the 
interest of multitudes. The great majority of the children of the 

. State are to have no other school education than what they get at 
the common schools. Thousands are to receive there all the mental 
discipline, all the moral influences, all the supplies of knowledge 
which they are to reclive at all, in the forming periods of their 
lives. A teacher who has rich stores of knowledge, will be able to 
sow many a seed which shall grow up afterwards into precious fruits 
in purpose, character and action. 

In my judgment, the time has come, and the condition of our 
schools imperiously demand, that measures should be adopted for the 
establishment of a State Normal School. I regard it, therefore, my 
duty respectfully to recommend such a measure. This recommend-
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ation has not been made without much reflection, and as thorough 
an examination into tho whole subject as other duties have allowed. 
I cannot think that wisdom would dictate tho establishment of more 
than a single school, for it is believed that ono school, well con
ducted and sustained by the united interest of all sections of the 
State, would be productive of more good than two or more receiving 
the support of only a section of the State. This view is entertained 
in those States which have but a single school, and by many intel

ligent men in the States which have a larger number. The sum 

necessary to support a single school would not exceed $3, 000 per 
annum. Should this amount be taken from the income of the bank 
tax, it would withdraw from each scholar in the State only the small 
sum of twelve and a half mills. How trifling indeed is this amount, 
when compared with the good coming back to them in better quali
fied teachers. It will be seen by a reference to the sixteenth page 
of this report, that the whole amount distributed to the schools on 

the first of June last, was $71, 644 78. Should $2, 000 for the 
Teachers' Conventions, and $3,000 for a State Normal School, be 
taken from the amount to be distributed on the first of June next, 

which cannot be less than on this year, there would still be left the 
snrn of $G6i G-±4 78, or over $10, 000 more than was ever distributed 
on any preceding ye::Lr. 

Thero has been no time when the common schools of the State 
could receive so much from the hands of any Legislature, as from 
that ·which is soon to assemble. The largely increased income of 
the bank tax will enable it to continue the present liberal policy of 
providing for Teachers' Conventions, and to establish a Normal 
School, still allowing the schools to receive much more than on any 

preceding year. Such a measure would receive the highest appro
bation of the people, for, as has already been said, they are becom
ing fully sensi1le to the value of ·well qualified teachers. Such an 
Institution would give a completeness. to our school system; it 

would become a rallying point for the friends of popular education. 
It would open a fountain at which many a young man and woman 
could drink in the true spirit of the teacher's vocation, and from 
which they would go forth to the various sections of the State, be

coming pioneers in the work of infusing a new life and vigor into 
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the common schools. It should also be recollected that the whole 
cost of all our public schools is not less than half a million of dol
lars. It is, therefore, a question of great moment, how this large 
amount, annually expended, can be made to yield the gre:itest good 
to the children of the State. 

SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The suggestions and recommendations contained in this report, 
and most respectfully submitted to the consideration of the Legisla
ture, are: 

1. Whether the law passed by the last Legislature, making it 
the duty of Selectmen and Superintending School Committees to 
divide ten per cent. of the school money among the different districts, 
so as to give the smaller districts a more equal opportunity of 
enjoying the benefits' of a common school education, should not be 
repealed or so amended as to apply only to those districts necessarily 
small, either from sparseness of population or isolation of position. 

2. Whether those towns which receive a certain amount from the 
State School Fund should not be required, as a condition of receiv
ing this money, to furnish every family in town a printed copy of 
the School Committee's Report. 

3. Whether the Teachers' Conventions should not be supported 
from the income of the Bank tax, instead of the treasury, as now 
provided. 

1. That the Superintending School Committees be required to 
make their annual returns to the Secretary of State,· on the first 
Monday of April, instead of the time now provided. 

2. That such action be taken as shall tend to carry into execution 
a Resolve, passed by the Legislature of 1850, setting apart and 
providing for the sale of twenty-four half townships of the publio 
lands, for the benefit of the Permanent School Fund of the State. 

3. That the school laws now in force be printed in a pamphlet 
form, and a copy be furnished to the clerk of every school district 
in the State, and to the Superintending School Committee and clerk 
of every town and plantation. 

4. That the sum of $3, 000 be appropriated, from the in~ome of 
the Bank tax, for the support of a State Normal School. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 

It has been my aim in the preceding pages, distinctly to state the 
present and actual condition of our common schools, the signs of 
their prosperity, and the hindrances which are found to exist, to their 
greater usefulness, with such suggestions and recommendations as 
in my judgment would give them a higher efficiency. It has also 
been my wish to furnish as much reliable information as practicable 
upon the leading subjects herein presented. 

\'Vhile the experience of each year may suggest its amendments 

in some of the details of our system of free schools, yet it, by no 
means, shakes our faith in its wonderful adaptedness, both to the 
genius of our government and the intellectual wants of the indi
viduals composing it. A Republic must rest, if it rest at all, upon 
the intelligence and virtue of the people. This intelligence mu~t 
not remain the possession of a few, and the great mass be without 
it. In a democratic form of Government, there can be no aristoc
racy of talent, and the many be allowed to drink in the light, only 
as it comes down to them from the higher portions of the social 
fabric. 

This intelligence must be universally diffused, and only in its 
omnipresence can we hope for a complete triumph in art or in 
science, for the God of nature has not given to a few only, the keys 
wherewith to find out her hidden mysteries. Knowledge is the 
birthright of all, and our common school system acknowledges this 
truth, for it brings the same means of intellectual culture to the 
children of the poor as well as the rich. Here all can come, and 
each receive the intellectua,l armor fitting him for the conflicts of 
life. It is a duty which we owe our age, our State, and country, 
to seek a thorough education of all classes, for only as they are thus 
educated,. can we reasonably expect that they will discover the true 
bws of individual and social progress, and the necessities of a gov
ernment oflaw. That part of our civil constitution which provides 
for the maintenance of our common schools, is a perpetual monu
ment to the intelligence of its framers. Let, then, our common 
schools be cherished for their peculiar fitness for the part assigned 
them in our social system. Let districts study their true int0rest 
in regard to territorial limits, and the classification of their scholars; 
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let the school-house be made pleasant and attractive; let the teachers 
employed, be intelligent, conscientious and patriotic; let towns, in 
in their corporate capacity, make provision for the education of every 
child within their limits, and let them elect• men who will faithfully 
and energetically superintend their school interests. Let parents, 
too, unite in this work. Let them visit the school; extend to the 
teacher an approving word; seek for information upon each and 
every subject connected with the proper management of schools, and 
keep constantly in view the primary objects of a school education. 
Let the State not forget to cherish ::md develop the elements which 
are soon to shape her destinies; let her bring to this work all the 
agencies which experience has pronounced effective, and let her 
secure their faithful execution. Through the agencies already in 
use, let information be scattered among the people; let the people be 
ad<h-essed; and let the teachers be brought together in convention, 
and there instructed into the responsible nature of their profession. 
Let experience and sound wisdom decide in the selection of other 
agencies. Let the Press lend its powerful voice in the defense of 
all proper measures for the improvement and efficient working of 
our school system. 

Let our common schools be sustained and improved by these· 
various agencies, and they will become a source of prosperity and 
wealth to the State. Then, for their support, will our citizens and 
legislators devise wise and liberal measures. 
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Tho materials composing these tables were collected from the annual returne 
made to the office of the Secretary of State. Tho labor of collecting the 
information which they wore designed to afford, is greatly increased by the 
defective manner in which too many of them are made. While a return, in 
some instances, may give a part of the items sought, it will wholly omit the 
remainder. }'or illustration: it will give the whole number of scholars, but 
not the number in the summer or winter schools; while in others, the reverse 
will be true. The returns of China and Gorham will illustrate these two 
defects. 'l'able III exhibits the defective returns better than any other. The 
want of completeness in Waldo borough results from a jestruction of the regis~ 
ters in the dil3astrous fire in that town. I regret to report that a single town 
in the State has failed to furnish their returns. In some instances, without 
doubt, they were duly deposited in the post office, but failed to reach their 
destination ; and in others, no such charitable construction is called for. 
Full returns from every organized town in the State cannot be secured till 
they arc made the condition of receiving its share of the school funds. It is 
not a mlttter of surprise that returns are not received from many of the plan· 
tations, when we consider the defective character of their organization and tho 
sparseness of the population. They should be visited und mace acquainted 
with their duties and privileges, as well as their recently enlarged I'owers. 
It is highly probable that many of them do not receive their bl:111 ks from the 
Secretary's office. I propose to ascertain from the members of the coming 
Legislature, the post office address of each plantation in the State, and before 
the first of April, issue to them a circular, calculated to aid them in a right 
understanding of their duties and powers, and accompany it with the blank 
for a return. The vulue of statistical inform1tion in relution to our common 
schools, has been spoken of in another place. Its influence upon different 
towns has often been seen to be very great. The inhabitants of any to"11 are 
generally unwilling to be published to the world as wanting in liberality in 
their school matters, or in their attention to the interests of the young, 
Neighboring towns will catch the spirit of emulation and xivalry. Instances 
could be mentioned of such, caused by the valuable statistics furnished in the 
reports of the secretaries of the late board of ed1Jcation. 
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TABLE I. 

This fable gives the popubtion and valuation of each city, town and plan~ 
tation; the amount of school money raised in each per scholar; the amount 
raised by tax and required by law; the excess or deficit in each case; the sums 
received from the State, from local fonds, and expended for private schools. A 
part of t11ese items could not be given in the case of those towns which have 
been incorporated since 1850. The exact valuation, in every case, may IJ.Ot 
be given to the ·new towns or to those from which they were formed. No 
population could be given to many of the towns incorporated since 1850. A 
fe,v typogr!tphical errors are discovered in this table. Bangor raised by tax 
$9,334 more than required by law, instead of $93 34 as appears from the 
table. 

TABLE II. 
In this table are given the whole number of districts, and parts of districts; 

the number of male and female teachers, with their average monthly and 
weekly wages, respectively ; the average length of schools in weeks and tenths; 
the number of good and poor school-houses; the number built the past year, 
and the cost of the same. 

TABLE III. 
This t:ible embraces the whole number of scholars; the whole and average 

. number in the sunwner and winter schools ; the mean average in the same ; 
and the ratio of the mean :weragc attendance to the whole number of scholars, 
expressed in mills and tenths. 

TABLE IV. 
This is a graduated table, showing the comparative amount of money 

appropriated by tho different counties in the State for the education of each 
child, between the ages of four and twenty-one years ; the Bnm total of the 
amount raised by tax, the income of the State school and other funds and the 
amount expended for the support of private schools; the value of all the 
school-houses in the county, and numl)Cr of children in the same. 

TABLE V. 
This is also a graduated table, in which each town and a few plantations are 

numerically arranged according to the amount of school money raised per 
scholar, on a scale running from 1 to 114. Howland ranks 1, and Bingham 
114. Towns raising the same amount of school money per scholar have the 
same rank. Also the same town is ranked on a scale from l to 51, according 
to the ratio of the mean average attendance to the whole numher of scholars. 
Porter ranks 1, and Smyrna 51. The percentage of Bchool money raised in 
proportion to the whole valuation expressed in mills and tenths, is indicated on 
o. scale from 1 to 92. Alton rar:ks 1, and Bingham H2. 
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43,962 1.86 225.00 161.50 6:J.50 28.05 83.00 
33,tl72 244 :!0.00 108.00 91.50 19 64 IOl.38 

350,::!:31 1.16 9i5 00 969.50 5.50 133.00 :?Ou.00 
77,832 1.29 600 00 501.00 99.00 119.27 -

105,901 1.02 600.00 666.50 -66.50 l:::5.Y3 21.90 
6~6.338 1.36 2,000.00 1.690.50 309.50 35,!.;;4 76.76 
597,360 2.39 1,500.00 630 00 870.00 120.0\J 60 00 

33,759 - - Hl.50 - 28.88 -
227,042 86 1,525.001 1,518 50 6.50 346.0;, 17.94 

55,09-! 1 1-1 300.001 2i:J Ou 27 00 5:J.16 6; 10 
32,81 l 1.33 100.00 106.00 -6.00 1-1.0L· 11.00 

103,809 1.15 565 001 563.5U 1.50 117 .44 4:2.00 
6i5,945 - - 2,00-1.50 - ±3-t9f. -

73,461 1.11 374.69 368.00 6.69 58.61.i 66.02 
125,931 1.05 700.001 700 00 - H9.2· .. -

37,4i6 2AO 300.00 152.50 147.50 30 51 -
83,070 1.15 480.00 480.00 - ,u.oc -
36,8-17 1.35 250.00 187.00 6:rno 4·> ·)< 50.00 
79,131 95 323 50 388.50 -60.00 8!.L -

277,<!33 1.35 1,000 00 790 00 210 OU 1:27 2: 289.76 
19,34[ 2.94 200.00 6'..!.0l, ]38.00 88.0( -

160.286 1.08 ·::.::I 778.00 22 00 173.UI 28.59 
17,000 1.0-1 69.50 5.50 15.7' 38.00 

Il9,N8 1.07 617.00 617.0U - 1354;· -
107,251\ ·1.39 408.00 405.00 3 00 6S o, 59.28 
125.104 1.12 629.00 594.50 3c!.50 186 6' so.au 
102.5051 1.14 712.50. 712.50 - 1-16.J(J -
148,720 137 800.00 602.50 197.50 125.00 -
41,881 1.25 160.00 15'.l.OU 8.00 2250 78.24 

1,000 - - 16.00 - - -
40 I - - - - - -

3,500 - - 76.00 - - -
17,893 - - 211.50 - 41.98 -
56,595 1.72 300.00 · 202 50 97.50 38.8:2 -
16.658 - - 71.UO - - -
10;000 - - - - - -
13,13:2 65 30 00 - - 17.00 26.16 

8,000 20 25 00 10.00 15.00 50.0U. -
8,000 - 25.0U - - - 56.00 

26,00U 1.78 50.00 - - - -

KENNEBEC COUNTY. 
229,597 1.57 1.000.00 802.00: 19g_oo 148.83] -

2,0S0,71~ 1.29 4;500.00 4.113.50 386.50 80-!76 2i97.80 
30-1,943 1.16 YOO.OU 861.001 39.00 l.52.56 
155,992 1.36 700.00 59-UO 105.50 115.60 
)46,869 I.Ia 550.00 543.00 7.00 Jl7.71 
456,6;,]5 1.19 1,500.00 1,::18<!:50 15.50 26;,J.9J 
188,606 1.0-l •soo.oo 871.50 -71.50 185.35 
25:3,9:l7 1.84 750.0U 77,3;· 
19-1,777 1.56 600.0(' 5H50 57.50 '90.l: ..! 

1,385,298 1.31 3,450.00 2,613.00 37 001 227.b( 
967,0-12 2.34 2,500.0( 1,600.50 899.501 2-!6.3: 
33c!,92i 1.26 1,000.0( 1,050.00 -50.00, 184.2l 
2:;0,501 1.92 600.0l 412.50 187.50 73.:.! 
35tl,8~2 179 l,058.7f 962.50 96.25! 140.9: 
239.05! 1.60 780.0( 739.50 - 40.50/ 117.0 
59a)l9 1.37 1,500.IJI 1,411,50 88.50 287 H 
439,723 1.71 1,000.0, 90,.5'J 91.50 13-!.3 

79,097 1.38 450.0 415.00 35.00' 84.:3-
458,556 1.60 1,200.0, 977.50 222.501137. 
GU,288 164 2,100.0l 1,5-19.50 650,50 28-!.0· 
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20.00 

16.00 
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Towns. 

Vienna, . 
Waterville, 
·wayne, . • 
,vest Gardiner, 
Windsor,. 
,vinslow, 
Winthrop, 
Clinton (fore, . 
Uuity plantation, 

Alna, 
Boothbay, 
Br~men, • 
Bristol, 
Cushing,. 
l)arnariscotta, . 
Dresden,. 
Ji)dgecomb, 
FrienJship, 
Jefferson, 
Newcastle, 
N obleborough, 
Rockland, 
St. George, 
Southport, 
South Thomaston, 
Thoma~ton, 
Union, 
Waldoborough, 
Warren,. 
'Washington, 
"' estport, 
Whitefieln, 
,viscasset, 

C01LMOX SCIIOOLS. 

KENNEBEC COUNTY, (Continued.) 

- i_l_ f 111!.~··I !t t f; 11 = ...... l. I! Ii 
g. 'ii cc ~ - - ~a ]. ] ~s fi :-: ., 
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. 851 1:.rn,125 1.181 425.50 425.501 - 8!.35,·--_-i-~ 
• 3,9115 1,018,362 1.21 2,000.00 1,982 50 17 .50 403.29 2• 0 00 
• 1,367 2.,:.1,339 1.2.J. 660.00 1 683 50 -23.50 lz.1.14 100.00 
• 1,200 2tu,oc10 1.26 650.oul fl3o.oul 20.ool 1:B.53 20 oo 
• 1,7[):l 260.427 1.3:, 900.00 896.50 3.50: 160 07 30.00 

1,796 3-12,55.! 1.21 \JOU.00 8!J8 00 2.001 177.26 50.00 

1
2,03~ :iu0,757 1.50 1,077.UO 1,0.J.\J .. 001. 26.00l 161.55 175.00 100.00 

1\J,, 6,722[ 9.Jc 80.00)' 1n.:o,-11.5o 11.00 -: I' 

I lll 8,181 1.13 36,00 5J.00J - 9,41 -

l 9161 2,li04 
891 

2,910 
8151 

1,328 

1,4191 1,231 
652 

2,223 
2,0121 
1,408, 
5,05~1 

2,2171 
5-13 

1,420 
2,723: 
1,974 
4,199 
2.428 
1 756 

LINCOLN COUNTY. 
182,6igl, 
2:rn 067 
107,5\J5\ 
2~1.0ifl 
90,688 

m:~1~1 
16i,7JO. 

70,181 
298,677 
392,503 
234,3 ,21 

1,0:36,5:ml
1 

233,8:W 
3i,126 

285,:300 
740,576 
341,621 
9.U,088 
777,7:)0 
H3,5601 
101;511 
278,160 
60:\096 

125.00 

325.00 

1.411 ooo ()()I 458.001 42 oo, 77.84 
1.u 1,252 oo 1 252 ool - I 258.oa 
1.31 44.uoi 4-15.50-80.1 o, 78.3::i 
1.18 1,500 0011,455,00, 45.0ff 30-UlO 
1.15 402.00 407.50 -5.50, 72.56 
1.68. 996.001 66-i.00

1 

3:.;2.00: 129 00 250 00 
1.19 700.00 70\J.50 -9.50'1135.1o - 1175:00 
J.13 600.eo 6 5.5o -15.50 122.50 
112 325.86 326.00 -l.b61 5-l.78 
1.u 1,111.50

1

1, 111.50 - I 213.11 92 oo 
l 84 1,500 001 1,006.00 496.001 186 00 - 1175 00 
1.17 700.00I 704 00 -4.00i 114 Oct 20 (}J 

1.66, 5,000 0012,526.00 2474 00 617.0J 113~1~.0000 
1 09' 1,108 50 J,10~.501 - 128.80 u 

1 osl 211 50 2n 50 - 55.69 - I 
2
fo

0 
.. o
0
o
0 1 46 900 00 710.00 190.00 136 16 u 

I 72 2,0oO 001 1,361.&0I 638.501195 67 - 75.00 
1.711 l,:<55 001 987.00 368.001 18~.39 -
1 :u 2,100 00 2,099 50 bOi 409.081 -
1.:m1

1 

l,2H.001 1,214 00 - j 220.25 200.00 
1 24 875 001 878.00 -3.00 164.321 - 70.00 
1 l:.l 375 00 380 50 -5.50 81 751 - -

Matinicu~ Isle, 
llouhegan " 
)luscle ltidge rilan., 

1
761 

:3,160 
2,3•i:3 

220 
103 

561 

20,0001 

3.:.5061 

1.341 1.100 00
1 

l,OqO 00 20.00 19;1. 551 I 100.00 

1 2.il 1,100 0011,171 501,-71 5(). 206 :3.8 1200 00 _ _ 110.00 _ I 2±.7 .l 113.00 
1 ?5 4:iOO 51.5ol -6.50 10 3~1 -
1.361 60.00 28.00I 22.ouj 4.8vl - / -

92, 225.oo 276.oo[-51.0l, 56.85 1 2.84 l'11tricktuwu " 

Albany, 
Andover,. 
Bethel, 
Brownfield, 
Buckfield, 
Byron, 
Canton, 
D•mmark, 
Dixfield,. 
Fryeburg, 
Gilead, 
Grafton, • 
Greenwood, 
Hanover, 
Hartford, 
Hebron, • 
Hiram, • 

552 1 

I 
74;1 
710 

2,2fi3j 

1,3201 . l,~g~ 
926 

1,20:.il 
1,180 

1

1,5~4 
359 
108 

1,118 
366 

1,2\J:3 
839 

1,210, 

33,504i 

OXFORD COUNTY. 
71.8.Jc3i 1.32 
7 5,390: 1.31 

266,4~81 1.2\J 
159 6, 6! 1.22 
259,92-!i 2.63 
19,9681 1.08 

142,735 1 1.18 
170,7101. 1.561 
153, 729 1.3-i 
279,0381 J.11 
47,6221 1.25/ 

7,000i 2.591 
53,000: 1.3611 
38,2121 1.11 

169,665 1.30 
118,5671 1.161 
160,713 1.361 

450.00 
360.0J 

1,126.50 
660.00 

1,800.0.J 
Hi0.00 

~~t:ggr 
5;•0.001 
799.0!) 
179.50: 

80.001 
556.821 

1:rn.t51 600.00 
400.00 
700.00 

373.50/ 76.5( 93.001 30.001 -
355.001 6.0, 50.70 20.28 400.00 

1,126.50[ 204.25 3f.OOl 50.00 
660.ooj - 10!.oo 115.oo! 11,0.00 
s
1

2
4
: 8

8 
.. 
0
5
0
0

1

, 93
2
1 .. 

0
5r

1 
13i.i.OOl 150.oo -
33.00 - 11.00 

463.oo: 92.55 60.28 55.00 
601.501 98.5< l12.5Sl 32.8.:- 100.uo 
5H0.001 - . 180.00f 140.00 
7G2.01i 37 .Oilr 187 .62f 79.65 
171J.501 - l!G.f,O 15.00. 100.00 

5t.oo - 7·84 - I -
559.00i -2.12 76.15 20.001 
1:J3.00 3.451 25.66 15.00 
6!6.&0-i6.50 114.40 23:.8-ll 
419.50 -19.501 93.50 
605.00, 95.00[ 120.91 



To wns. 

Lo,·ell, 
:Mason, 
:l\lexico, 
Newry, . 
.Norway, • 
Oxford, 
Paris, 
Peru, 
Porter, • 
Roxbury, 
Rurufonl, 
Stow, . 
Stoneham, 
Summer,. 
S1verlen, • 
"'!Vaterford, 
Woodstock 
Andover N 
Franklin p 
l,'ryehur~ A 
Hamlen's ( 
Letter B, 
l\lilton plm 
No. 5, It. 1 
Riley, 

I ' • 

. Surplus, 
lantntion, 
caderny Gt., 

H.,. 

·1tation, 
and 2, 

Alton, 
Argyle, 
Bangor, 
Bradford, 
Bradley, . 
Brewer, 
Burlingtc,n, 
Carmel, .. 
Carroll, 
Charleston, 
Chester, . 
Clifton, 
Corinna, .. 
Corinth, , 
])exter, 
Dixmont,. 
Ed!lington, 
Edenhurg, 
}Jnfield, 
Etua, 
Exeter, 
Garland, .. 
Glenburn, 
G1·eenbust1, 
Hampden, 
Hermon, .. 
Hol<len, 
Howland, 
Hudson, .. 
Kenduskeag, 
Lagrai1ge, 
Lee, 
Levant, 

SUPERINTENDE:NT'3, REPORT. 

OXFORD COUNTY, (Continued.) 
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::l ~-i: ;~ ,:; -s ~~ r5 tJI s;:;.. i:. ;;.- I <: ~~ <: ~ <: :-a <: --- ----·---------- -------·------1,1\JG J63,H2 1.14 650.0J 598.00 --48 00 127.62 :202.00 7;).00 9:J 12,022 1.11 50.00 46 501 a 50 924.00 - -4Sl 57,-!8 I 1.2:1 2 0.00 240.50 9 50 50.12 38.70 -459 4S.56-1 1.05 185 00 229.501--44 50 41.36 4.1 94 -l,9fH 32(i73 1.39 1,000 00 981.00 19 00 184.89 13 70 60 00 1,2:1:1 IS:J,800 1.02 600 00 616.50 -16.50 140.00 - 60.00 2,88:J 481,2591 l.50 1,500.001 l,4-!1.501 58.50 22:.1.0-! - 150.00 1,109 1o;i,79g 1.23 5ii4.50 5ii-!.50 - 82.98 34 . .':8 -1,20~ 165, ·98 1.23 604.56 60-toO · 56 110.70 · 91.00 100.00 

2-l,6 15.929 l.4!'i 
1'5 00 1'".001 2 00 23.SO - -1,375 184,69·J 1.25 689 00 687.50 1.50 13-1.00 180.16 -

407 47,881 1.28 275.00 203.'0 7l50 fil 00 - 40.00 
48:J 25,39, 1.47 2 0 00 2.U.50 8.50 47 00 - -

1.151 168,07'1 1.2! 576 00 575.f)Q- 50 10s.an - 60.00 
6G8 U!,268 1.2:, 350 O(l 348.00 2.00 60.62 107.97 -1.448 25:J,09ti 1.30 72! 00 72-! 00 - 129 23 69.73 100 00 

1,012 80,52! 1.27 510.00 506.00 4.00 92.91 17.25 40.00 
81 3,1 00 - - 40.50 - 7.60 - -

188 6,584 87 100.00 94.00 6.00 27.26 - 15.00 
6! 3,000 - - 32 00 - 3 92 - -108 5,56 l 1.50 60.00 5!.00 4.00 12.76 - -

li-1 5,0 •O - - 87.00 - 2218 - -
166 10,220! 1.16 100.00 S:3.00 17.00 12.90 - -10:i 5,UOOJ - 22.00 52 50 50 8 05 - -60 3,027 - - 30.00 - 4.38 - -

PENOBSCOT COUNTY. 
252\ ]3,3461 1.451 250 00 126 00 124 001 36.28 

mi1 838 22,573 1.38 200.00 169.00i 31.00 33. 75 
14.432 3,899,218 3.00,16,550 00 7,216.001 93.34,1347.65 

93.Bi 
500,00 

J,296 85,488 1.01 650 00 6!8 00 2.00 146.52 100.00 
7!)6 99,97-! 1.33 480.00 398.00 82.00 66 55 

,628 363,316 1.3u 1,200.00 1,314.00.-114.00 207.77 53.16 300 00 
481 28,500 1.3u 300 00 ~i~:t~I 1~::gi 1gtg~ 

229.00 20.00 
1,~28 107,228 1.39 750 00 88.54 125.00 

401 21,229 1.38 275 00 200.50 74 50 34.66 4.50 
1,283 142,977 1.18 685.00 6!1.50 43.50 1382! 

339 12,793 1.27 zoo 00 16!J.50 30 50 35.49 
306 19,:.!95 2.27 300 00 153.00 147.00 33.27 

1,550 165,292 1.05 7~0.00 775.00 5.00 159.93 80.QO 100.00 
],601) 199,96! 1.2 800.00 800 00 15:3.23 63.00 28.00 
],!)48 267,561 1.34 1,150.00 97400 176 00 193.43 146.80 200.00 
1,605 219,621 1.41 1,000.00 80:.l.50 197.501 lt!0.60 154.42 25.00 

696 101,283 1.92 600.00 348.00 252.00 75.79 40.00 
93 11,307 1.66 50 00 46.:0 3.50 7.00 125.00 

39tl 27,163 1.13 200.00 198.00 200 33.00 48.65 
802 50,975 1.33 450 00 401.00 49.00 77.85 33.57 

!'.,853 2!2,197 1.25 1,000.00 926.50 7:3.50 203.84 
1,247 132.004 1.25 700.00 623.50 76 50 138.70 12fi.41 120.00 

QO,I 86,821 1.21 ·425 00 452.50 -27.50 84 00 175.00 
457 22,096 1.li- 250.00 228.50 21.50 47.00 30.00 

:1,195 423,441 1.43 2,000.00 1, ,;97,50 402 50 308. 76 -
1,374 l'.29, 69 1.21 800 00 6S7.00 

113.001 "' 60 119,9431 1.93 600.00 - 69.83 5.00 
214 24,114 4.L9 250 00 107.00 143.00 21.03 
717 41,296 8!3 300 00 358.50 -58.501 63.07 , 184.83 25.00 

1.0! 4·io.oo - 90.86 51.91 100.00 
482 38,300 1.11 2!i0.00I 241.00 9.00 53 ]5 41.98 
917 68,151 1.1,5 370 00 458.50 -88.501 62.00 100 00 

l,8'12 l61J,397 1.U 590.00 9.~1.00 ..331.00'. 130,16 8:M9 



Towns. 

Lincoln, . 
Lowell, • . 
ltlattamiscontis, 
llaxfield, 
Milford, • 
Newburg, 
Newport, 
Oldtown,. 
Orono, , 
Orrington, , 
Passadumkeag, 
Patten, , 
l'lymouth, 
Springfield, 
Stetson, . • 
Mattawamkeag, 
Nickertow, 
Veazie, . 
Woudville, 
Pattagumpus, • 
Five Islands, 
No. 3, It. 6, 
No. 4, IL l, 
No. 5, . 
No. 6, R. 3, 
No. 7, R. 3, 

.Abbot, 
Atkinson, 
Barnard,. 
Blanchard, 
Bowerbank, 
Brownville, 
Dover, 
Elliotsville, 
Fox croft, 
Guilford, 
Greenville, 
Kilmanock, 
Kingsbury, 
Monson, • 
Milo, 
Orneville, 
Parkman, 
Sangerville, 
Sebec, 
Shirley, 
Wellington, 
'Williamsburg, 
No. 2, R. 5, 

CO:\DIO~ SCHOOLS. 

PEXOBSCOT COl~~TY, (Continued.) 
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1

UI ~,. ~ : ! 
j IHI i; l ;:: U 
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.2 

1,358 12u,rHi3
1 

l.]71'. 680 ooi 679 001 1.00

1

' 126 66 246.08 
378 l\J 6091 1.04 1S9 001' 189 00 - 4:J.91 30 34 

186 s,,M 1.85 100 oo n ool 1.00 16.41 

J5.00 

54 6:ouu - - 27 oo - - · I 
687 123,8761 1.571 450 001 :343 50( 106 50 46 20 

i:m m:~zfl L;~1· :.0g ggl ~~~:gg1 4 gg' ~~i·g~ 142.22
1 

50.00 
a.osi 336.',9\Jfi 1.771 2,c,00 oo 1 5!3.50 956 501 243.43 
2,785' 259,930 1.021 ;,r,oo oo; 1,392 50 101.50; 197.37 I 100.00 
1,851 256.6 5 1.441

1

1,~.·oo 001 u2 ,.fio 274 501 191.00 6_9.42

1 

10_0.oo 
2\J4 20,0613! 2.65 ;100 oo: 147 oo 15:i:oo: so 73 
4i,, 46,4.47 1.4~

1 
3~0.001

1 

2:15.oo: 65 oo! 42.06 31.00 -
925 8 ,,·~-,-, 1 13 4 v 00 4"·~ '0', 1·> r,ol 9~1 07 40.00 150.00 
583 29.ii2I . : ~ . I 291 ~01 ~ v 1. 15 33 
885 78,987 1.33 450.00, 4=_!2.501 7.501 86 6\) 

I 

55.2j 
- 2:l 26 

2.4: 8~0.00 73.88 

50 

40' 
15\J! 

10:),j 
29 

161 

"'I 8\J5 
881 
]92 
173 1 

7871 1,927 
102 

l,0-!51 
8341 
326 

:;:I 654 
932 
424 

1,24:31 
1,267 
1,223 

250, 
600i 

_mj 

3,o,·o 
7,000· 
4,0001 
8,00ii 
5,625 

2.50 70.00 :_5 ooi 45.oo 

99 55.00 

20 00' 
79 50: 
51 oo' 
1450 1 

80.50i 

PISCATAQUIS COUNTY. 

6',3511 1.2,1 375 001 373.COI 1.501 111,181 1.24 450 00 4!7 50 2.50 
14,844 1.3\l 75 001 440.[iO -'365.nO 
17,130 6i 60001 96 oo;-3u.oo 
!7,3!~ 1.07 7:3.0± 86.501-13.46 
18,%1 1.74 fiOO 00 393.501106.50 

243,118 l.:_28 I 1,0~0.001 963.50 34.50 
lll,b84 5400 -

142,707 1.26 500.00 522. 50'-22. 50 
9± i14 1 OBI 420 001 417 001 3.00 
36,150 2.251 200 00 163.00 37 .00 
3,·,3781 97 lf10 00 161 50-11 50 
2·2,639 911 75.00[ 90 ,)01-20 50 
66,733 1.26.i 3 ,0 001 327.00 23.00 
89,9161 91/ ~~~·gg! 466.00,-66 00 
28,926 1 ::.O: 212 00 

117,194/ 1.281 618 001 6:H.50 -350 
192,:3001 1.111 650 001 633.50 16 50 
114,786, 1 28 612.00 611 50 50 
38,0121 1.0!1 100.00 125 00 -25.00 
• .2,04:.?! 1.21 300.001 300.001 
22,:..0181 1.561 100.00 67 00 33.00 

1.87 30.00 

53.5"1 
78 00 
1202 
40 00 
HOO 
68.40 

178.00 
7.85 

81.00 
86.;;0 
30.04 
3,1, rn 
17.79 
4-<.69 
99.00 
40.00 

115.83 
101.31 
107.70 
17.71 
64.24 
]3.17 
3.60 

50.00 

78.00 

88.00 

59.071 

11~.001 
30.00 

,~oo! 25.00 

12.00 
47.10 
40.00, 

,i,,I 
43 00 

92 001 
9.00 

52.74 
100 00 l:20.00 
H2.39 



Tow ns. 

Arrowsic, 
Bath, . 
Bowdoin, 
Bowdoinhan 
Georgetown, 
Perkiru, . 
Phippsburg, 
Richmond, 
Tnpsham, 
West Bath, 
'\Yoolwich, 

1,. 

Anson, 
Athens, 
Ilingham, 
Bloomfield, 
Brightm1, 
Carul>ridge, 
Canaan, . 
Concord,. 
Cornville, 
Detroit, 
Embden,. 
Fairfield, 
Harmony, 
Hartland, 
Lexington, 
Maulson,. 
Maylield, 
:Mercer, 
Moscow, . 
New Portland, 
Norridgewock, 
Palmyra,. · 
J>ittsfit!ld, 
Ripley, • 
St- Albans, 
Skowhegan,, 
Smith.field, 
Soloe, • 
Starks, 
Flag Staff, , . 
No. 1, R. ·2 .. W. K. R., 
No. 11 R. 3, E. K. R., 
No. 1, ll.. 3, W. K. R., 
Forks, • . . 
No. 2, R. 2, 
1\loose River, 
No. 4, 

SUPERINTENDENT'i3 REPORT. 

~ 
.;3 

.§ 
~ 
-a 
P., 
0 

i::.. 
-·-

311 
8,020 
1,857 
2,381 
1,121 

8! 
1,805 
2,t,56 
2,010 

560 
l,42u 

2,0113 
1,468 

75~ 
l,c,01 

7'4S 
. 487 
1,Ei96 

ii50 
1,~:60 

ii17 
\171 

2,4~5·Z 
1,107 

1)60 
1i3S 

1,768 
133 

1,186 
677 

1,.rno 
1,848 
1,1325 
1,166 

IJU 
l,'792 
1,756 

g73 
l,!19 
1,446 

143 
47 
59 

210 
144 

83 
9.:J 

SA.G.ADAHOC COUNTY. 
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?- 4Q !::: 4Q l=l ----
~1135.00 155°.60 ---

72.875 -20.50 
2,777 :77s 2.22 7,937.00 4,010 00 3977.00 

2±7,S13 1.29 9,8.00 928.50 -50 
529,794 1.18 1,200 00 1,190.50 .9.50 
155,390 1.29 700.00 ':g;ggl 13~.50 26,721 2.21 4i.00 
365,622 1.11 910.00 902.00 8.00 
405,-!75 1.36 1,200.00 l,Os6 00 174.00 
581,:!32 179 1,100.00 1,005.00 95.00 
83,6-!5 1.79 475 00 280.00, 195.00 

3±6,365 1.57 800.00 710.00 90.00 

SOMERSET COUNTY. 
310,3911' 
24-lc,6S7 
86,3l!2 

256,61)0! 
4ti,9H}l 
30,526! 

116,;363! 
30,3761 

219,526, 
50,685[ 

l1~:mi 
130;2s61 

83,166! 
43,·Jss\ 

281,0451 
3,4851 

146,50-!' 
48,616 

230,6:n 
34± 406 
162:8971 
ll!J,68-lc 

57,6-!8 
163,o-!0

1 

331,3701 
77,05S 

179,706 
211,27.6, 

4,0001
1 

6,000 

3,0001 ],000 
5,000 
3,000 
3,3001 
2,000 

1..:.291· 

19 
1.19 
1.15 
1.36 

96 

1,188.00 

76.0fJ 
65 ,.oo 
375.0,J 
244.00 
800.00 

1.32 625.00 
1.24 300.00 
1.201 485.30 
1.23 1,200,00 
l.3i 553 00 
1.18 500.00 
1.251 330 00 
1.73 1,100.00 
1.5'1 60,00 
1.4·2 589.30 

95 2:.0.00 
95 600.00 

1.29 9:24.00 
92 650.00 

1.11 600.00 
l.:!5 350.1.0 
1.16 890.00 
1.05 825 00 
1.37 44.i.oo 
1.32 7t;9.5 1 

1.23 728.UO 

1,008.00 180.00 
734.t O 
376.00 -300.0.::> 
650.50 -50 
374.00 1.00 
243 50 50 
848.00 -48.00 
275.0u 
630:0IJ -5.00 
258.50 41.50 
485 50 -20 

1,226 00 -26.00 
553 50 -50 
480.00 20.00 
269.00 61.00 
884.0d 216.00 

66.50 -6.5u 
593.0,J -3.70 
288 50 -38.50 
730., 0 -130.00 
92400 
812 5.0 37.50 
583.00 17'.00 
320.50 29.511 
896.oo -6:oo 
878 00 -53.00 
426.50 13 .. ~0 
709.50 
723.00 5.00 

71.50 
23 50 
29 50 

10500 
72.00 
41.50 
49.uO 

~ "' 
~ "' ... 

i:: ~rti 
~ ,E s:,o 
.. c~ "' 

<1.1 0 

..., c ~ 
s:,.::: 

Se i:;t.> 

"'"' to i:: p..., 

OS o i ~~ 
..., .a ~·r:: 
- t> a~ 8"' < :-.':! < 
---- ---

60.0.3 12.50 
723.86 50.00 280.00 
168.50 - 150.00 
230 43 - 150.00 
110.00 - . 40.00 

5.00 - -
- - 20 00 

216.08 - 150.00 
143.52 39.87 200.00 

51.70 - -
120.22 - 125.00 

171.61 145.00 SO.OD 4 
140.51 

78 80 57.00 
i::.8.20 

74.68 28.17 
33.74' 29.84 

189 54 125.00 
57.78' 

118.20 80.00 
56.84 41.76 
70 00'1 54.00 

164.34 100.00 
81.35 100.CO 
90.00i 60.0U 12.00 
63.78, 

161.20 81.00 
9.oo: 

102.46, 
62.63' 2~.92 40.00 

161.84' 44.64 1on.oo 
171.48! - \ 125.00 
163.16• 59.96 1 

-

1i::~:1 32 43 
185531 71.43 
167.52 
88.001 

136.64 60.00 100:00 
lt 6.40; 20.00 
15.001 78.00 

m;II. 2~-00 49.00 

18,72 
12.4:$ -
12.48 -



fOMl\ION SCHOOLS, 

WALDO COUXTY. 
=---------- _____ :.::::.__:=.cc::: ___ ------=----- -- --- ---- ----- ---- ··_ I --,:--· 

f& ~ 2 s ~ .s ~ .; .s 

~owns. 

Appleton, 
Belfast, • 
Belmont,. 
Brooks, • 
Burnham, 
Camden,. 
Frankfort, 
}freedom,. 
Hope, • • 
Islesborough, • 
Jackson,. 
Knox, • 
Liberty, . 
Lincolnville, 
Monroe, . 
Montville, · 
Morrill, . • 
North Haven,. 
Northport1 
Palermo,. 
Prospect,. 
Searsmont, 
Searsport, 
Swanville, 
Thorndike, 
Troy, 
Unity, . 
Vinalhavea, 
Waldo, • 

Addison,. 
Alexander, 
Baileyville, 
Baring, 
Beddington, 
Calais, 
Centerville, 
Charlotte, 
Cherryfield, 
Columbia, 
Cooper, 
Crawford, 
Cutler, 
Deblois, • 
Dennysville, 
East Machias, . 
Eastport,. 
Edmunds, 
Harrington, 
Jonesborough,. 
Jonesport, 
Lubec, 
Machias,. 
Machiasport, 
Marion, 
:Marshfield, 
Medybemps, 
M.ilbridge1 

~ ~ o S ~ >, ·5 ; . ] ~ ~ 
~ rl .:o~-~ 'o~ i ~ 0"CJ o,~::l co -.--, .s ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ c: -.J ._~] 

.§ ~ -§ ~ a ;:, ·s <l ~ g,~ =c":;>8: '- ,., ~ .8 ~~ er:~ ~ ;;2 AO ;::::: s.~ 
~ ~ ~ -~ .s .; I ~ ~ .: _g ~ ~ s ~ ~a ~ £ f ~ 

1 
~ ;a ~a ~ ~ 

1 
s ~ 

~ p,- ,-< ...- -< i;:,q <1 ,~1-< ------------1-----,----- ---'-- ___ , __ _ 
1,127

1 
206,69111.221 864.001 86~.50: -4.501 159.291 JO 00 

5,052 1,3:l3.,.979 1.91 4,200.00[ 2,526.00.167-! 001 439 14! 500.00 

1,022 102.343 1.30 600 00 511.00 89' 00 99.19 35.00 
1,486 125.215 1.88 723 oo-

1 

74:_1.oo -:.w.001132.00 

4,005 602,804 88 1,604-.00: 2,002.50 -418,50! 4:26 631 f:00.00 
784 S'l,2841' I.OS 325 00 392 00 -33.00 7:l 79 

4,233 608,242 1.24 2,5i)0.00i 2,llti.50i 383.501 4!fl.811 350.00 

1,iii ~!t:!~ g~ i~tgg,
1

' !r~_gg1 20-001 1i~-~61

1 

12 00 
25,.00r 

984 95,1041 1.07 493 46 492 ool 1.46 79 84-
833 111,1s21 1.43 500.ool 41tuo\1 83.50 37,3·,1 

1,1021 13:3,194, 1.26 f 51.00 551.00 107.931 
1.116 99,'il5 1.23 558.00 558.00 103.96 

1,606 18-1,206 1 0\3 803.00 803 00' 170.00 

l:'iO 00 
:;ioo.oo 2.174 248.,890 1.291' 1,087.00 1,087.001 1!19.00 

1,878 258.0371• 1.401 1,000.00 939.00 61.001177.461 -
-· 1.33 366 oo - I - - -

806 82,550 1.18 450.00 403.00, 4.7.00 20.82 - 200 00 
1,260 146,73; 1.29 6:'iO 00 630.001 20.00 125 00

1 
- 2.0.0.,0 

1,659 177,886 1.17 742 00 829 50j-87.50! 152.07
1 

149.00, 20.00 
2,467 363,267 1.27 1,600 001 1,233.501 366.50 200 001 - 1250.00 
1,696 201,760 1.36 826.00j 848.001-22 00 148.141 -
2,207 502.819 1.29 1,400.001 1,10:350 237.50 237.81 500.00 

94-4 102,999 l.H 472 oo 472 001 - 96.60 60 001 
1,029 142,60-! 1. l't 520.001 514.50 5.50 108.851 30.00 
1,484 164,444 1.11 74·z.oo 742.ool - 152 07 4\J.OOI 20 oo 
1,557 236.03-1 l.S2l 750 00 778.50-28.501135 001 - I 75.0(} 
1,252 103,921 ] .03 626.341 626.0ill 34 136 16 

8121 81,597 1.29 4os.oo 406.ool 2.00 78-101 ~- l 

1,152 
&!4 
431 
380 
147 

4,750 
178 
798 

1,648 
1,140 

562 
324 
8.20 
126 
458 

1,90-l 
4,125 

4.46 
963 
466 
826 

2,814 
1,590 
1,266 

271 
294 
187 

l,17Q 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 
206,931! 

36,722' 
24 700! 

. 6''
1

6''•)1 
2.i:o~sl 

735 422' 
22'.8011 
45 405· 

199:9921 
169,9311 
36 332 
20'994/ 

7~:8701 

99.,853; 
313,8941 
660,519j 

li7,385! 
109.,315: 

· 45.754' 
5-16021 

240,1531' 
403.,903 
106.4051 

21,3691 
41.:)541 
19,7:39, 

121,925[ 

tii:I i~ ggl' m:gg,-20
..:
001 1lt1~~ 

1.77 300 00 215 501 84.50 42.16 
2 12 350.00 190 001 160.00 62.00 
3.oo uo.001 rn.50 1 46.50 8 .. 54 
1.341 3,000 00! 2,375.001 625.00 525. 75 
1.011 95 00 89 001 6.00 26 92 
1.18 359.00 34,9.001 10 001 72.10 
1.40 1,000.00 82-1.00

1

176.00: 166 PO 
1.14 600 00 . 570.00 30 00: 11 l,91 
J.9.7 400 00 281.00 119.001 47.0 
2.34 300.00 162 001138 00 28 .. 06 uu 400 00 410 00 -10.00 61.76 
1.00 66 oo 63.oo 3.oo 13.4u 
1.45 300.00 229.001 71.00 3ti.81 
1.20 1,000.00 952 00 48 00 127.41 
21413,800.001' 2,062.50,1737.50 438-42 
1.3.8 2noo 223.001 -1.00 37.96 
1.251 500 oo: 481.50j 1,.51 76.1-0 
1.47! 250.00

1 

233.ool· 11.00 36.8,, 
1 06 413.00, 413.00 - 65.08 
1 24! 1,475 oo: 1,407 001 6><.00 279.0li 
1 841 l, 77 oo: 795 00. 3R2 00 146.(,6 
1.471 800 0011 5:33 oo, 167.00l 122.2'i. 
2.63 200 00 135.50' 61.50 18.(H:' 
1.151 150.001 14i.00l 3.Q,O 2.J.88 

t;t ~~tggl u~t~g ~t~~i 1~~:~~ 

43.00 

5'7.00 20.()0. 
75.0 ! 

925.00 
47.0~ 
50.(J() 

9.0(J 
12:1.00 so.co 
153.00 
96.13 

1 !4.tO 
26.62 
25.~0 65 00. 

10.on 300 oo 
132.96 

50 00 
35.84 

100 00 
60.46 2W.OO 

12.00 
27.50 

40.00i 

}!jQ.00 



Towns. 

Nnrtllfielcl, 
Pembroke, 
Perry, . 
Princeton, 
Itobhinston, 
Steuben, . 
Topsfield, 
Trescott, , 
We,ley, . 
Whitney, • 
Whitneyville:, . 
Big Lake, . 
Codyville plan., 
Danforth plan., • 
J,ickson Brook, . 
Lambert's Lake plan., 
Tallmadge, 
·waite plan., 
No. 7, It. 2, 
No. 9, R. 4, 
No. 14, . 
No. 18, , 

Aclon, 
.Alfrecl, 
Berwick,. 
Biddeford, 
Buxton, 
Cornish, . 
Dayton, 
:Elliot, 
Hollis, 
Kennebunk,, 
Kennebunkport, 
Kittery, 
Lelanon,. 
Limericl,, 
Limington, 
Lyman, 
Newfield, 
North Berwick, 
Parsonsfield, 
Saco, 
Sunford, . 
Shapleigh, 
Snuth Berwick, 
vVaterborough, 
Wells, 
York, 

SUPERINTENDE::NT'S REPORT. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, (Continued.) 
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i ~ H i~ -8 U fl i H 

·-:~ -:,950-~ 5-l :00.00- 1:.001 :,-; :o.oo ;,00,- .:a_ 
1,7;.z ]5~,99.Jc 1.0 ! 907.20 656.00 51.20 119.a lbO.OOi 50,.00 
1,3:l! 115,,374 1.38 tOO 00 662.00 l:J8 00 111.39 JS.Jc.01

1 
-

280 24,3H 2 70 400 00 lJ.O.QO: 2GO 00 31.42 35.921 -
1,0:lS 152.767 1 73 1 000 00 514 001486.00 129 .. 00 100.00I 30.00 
1,l:l2 119,136 1.18 '561 00 561.00 - · 108.63 - -

2tl8 2li,6·J2 1.25 150.00 234 00 -8!.0Q 28.63 llQ,161 
7f·2 62,3.Jc9 . 2.22 817.00 391.00'1 426.00 85.00 30.00; 
3:l9 29,74:l 147 200 00 16·1 50 35.iiO 49.00 78.00' 
4i0 6~,2~ O[ 1.19 2:0 00 235 ~0115.00 35.00 85 00 30.00 
5 l9 86,0a2 1.66 3a0.00 259.ilO -9.50 47,60 - I 65.00 
l:l6 63 00 - 7.39 -

,17 23.50 - 3.92 26.00 
l 1itl 5.000 1.09 70.00 8-1.00-14.00 4.11 -1 

10.16 -
187 €0.00 19, 71 -

·!8 11,000 6,19 -
31 9,000 40.50 48.36 50.00 
n 3,500 30 w 8.31 - I 
59 11,0QO 29 50 12.rn 6 00 
·12 /i,'iOO 3.17 200.00 

1
2
0
1 •• 

0
00

01
179_00 16.64 5U!1i 

20 3,500 3.69 -

YORK COUNTY. 
1,359 213,8251 1.62 815.4n\ 6'79.501135.90 14074 30.88 
1,:n9 271.HOO 1.:n 800.00 659.50 140 50 98.66 200.00 
2,121 21!:1,1011 9-l 1,100 00 1,060 50 39.50 214.52 65.UO 
6,095 2,176,7281 2.37 6,000.00 3,0 17. 50 2952 50 569.48 
2,995 424,:~97 1.26 1,500.00 1,497.50 2 50 273.64 
1,1~4 19cl,622 1.53 68100 13H.00 100.76 

130,ti50 2.27 750.00 119.48 
1,E03 3~0,658 1.47 1,0li0.00 901.50 98.50 161.09 50.00 
2,6'"3 2l7,89'l 1.18 7511.00 119 49 20.00 
2,ti50 372,996 1.39 l,:'l50.00 1,32500 25 00 218.85 450.PO 
2,706 51<,1% 1.4.Jc 1.500.00 1,35.'3.00: 147 00 2i0.0.i 310..00 
2,,·05 290,49-J 1.16 1,353.00 1,353.00' 261.16 15fl.00 
2.,:!0,3 35J.,SO!J 1.09 1,13·1.00 1,101.00 30 00 235.27 75.00 
l,'!73 325.'iSIJ 1.41 800.IJO 736.50 63.50 1:12.93 25.00 
2,116 ?t~·Z;~1 1.33 1,100.00 1,058 00 42 00 194.00 30.00 
l/l'76 ~ ~., I 1.39 739.0IJ 688.00 51.00 129.70 
1,ns 212,862 1.28 709.CO 709.00 103.C,5 30.00 
1,;i93 331.118 1.51i 1,r.00.no 796.5ol 2os.~o 148 68 125.00 
2,:i22 435.905; 1.37 1.200 00 1,161.011 39 oo: 212.15 75.4.0 150.ou 
5,'.i94 2,'39,83li 2.82 5 500.00 2,897 oo 2s113,1 o· 477 o3 
2,a.:0 3,34.fi5 l 

1.4~ l,3,,0.00I J,165 00 135.00 '°''·" 65.LO 
i,;l48 201,771 1.66 808.PO 674.00 13'.80112i39 45.00 
2,.5'J2 61!-l,409 1.4 1,500 00 l,29q 00 204.DO 1:-35.00 
1,'l82 200,3321 1.13 1.000 oo 996.no 1 1.00 201.00 
2,il45 428,62'3 1.40 1,5 0 00, 1,472.50 2'7.50 213.76 100.0!) 
2i!)i:,Q. 516,GQ9 1.30. 1,5(!0.0Q, l,!190.QU) 10 Oct 266.0Z. 120..01) 



RECAPITULATION.-(TABLE I.) 
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!
Androscoggin, . . 2,\757, $1:1.151,426

1
$1 42\ $14,5G8 3G; $12,898 50i $1,689 86) $1,944 281 $442 00

1 $895! 
Aroostook, . . . 11,32lf 319,252, 94, 3,539 00 6,120 50 1 -137 00/ 1,248 3ii[ 156 rn[ 91, 
1Curnberland, . 68,8421 16,777 ,0541 1 41 4G,372 00 34,363 00 12,009 001 5,9Gl 62 1,382 841 3,0271 
Franklin, . 19,197f 2,700,662 1 29 9,385 00 9,543 50 -158 501 1,688 42 702 481 1,1161 

Hancock, 33,958/ 4,621,5671 1 38 16,854 69 16,880 50 -25 811 3,315 50 1,393 131 8001 
Kennebec, 58,021[ 12,145,888, 1 43 34,567 25 29,360 50 5,206 75 5,134 08 2,972 80 2,402\ 
Lincoln,. 46,8061 8,227 ,888[ 1 30 23,161 001 23,408 00 -247 001 4,433 56 484 00, 3,28."l, 
Oxford,. 35,561[ 4,619,857! 1 331 14,179 38/ 17,615 34 -3,445 12 4,289 27 1,396 761 1,7061 
Penobscot, 62,368/ 8,964,835

1 
1 491 45,204 OOJ 3] ,184 00 14,020 OOI 6,228 02! 2,578 231 2,33·1 

Piscataquis, 14,4291 1,576,883 1 26 7,350 04 7,572 001 -221 9G 1,372 29 853 54[ 157\ 
Sagadahoc, 21,625f 5,597,7101 1 52 . 15,477 ool 10,810 001 4,667 OO\ 1,829 3G 89 871 1,127 
Somerset, 35,29G/ 4,670,190[ 1 221 16,043 10

1

1 17,638 50 174 40: 3,301 45
1 

1,067 151 7511 
Waldo, . 47,2291 6,800,981 1 21 24,648 54 23,614 50 1,034 0-1 4,594 43 300 001 2,850: 
Washington, 38,1931 4,838,53111 571 25,007 20 19,209 001 5,558 201\ 3,844 511 3,001 10[ 1,35:21 

!
York, . 60,06:51 12,390,3351 1 541 37,390 2of 28,691 00 7,199 20 5,213 82 170 48

1 
l,\l45, 

Tot:tI, /577,502 $98,389,2311$1 361$333,019 76 $281, 148 ooi $51,871 7G $54,398 9G $iIG,9'..JO 57 $23,843\ 
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Table II . 
. A.1~DROSCOGGIN COUNTY. 

Auburn, 
Danville, 
Durham, 

Towns. 

East Livermore, 
Greene, . 
Lewiston, 
Leeds, 
Lisbon, 
Livenuore, 
Minot, 
Poland, 
Turner, 
Wu.Jes, 
Webster, 

Total, 

Amity, • 
Hodgdon, 
Houlton, 
Linneus, 
Masardis, 
Monticello, 
New Limerick, 
Smyrna,. 
Weston,. 
Bancroft, . . 
Belfast Academy Grant, 
Benedicta, 
Bridgewater, 
Crystal, . 
Dayton plantation, 
Golden Ri'dge, . 
Hancock plantation, 
Haynesville, 
Leavitt, 
Letter D, 
Letter H, 
Limestone River plantation, 
Macwaho, 

0 
,.. 

gj r,j o:i 0 ~ ~ ,,; ,.g .. ~ 0 gJ .E s ..0 :::i ::i 
~ d..o 0 0 ~ Cll 

0 
00 ~~ './). !:!; ~ 1-< ..0 ~~ ~ Q) 

<!) 0 
.... 0 .... CJ ..... 0 f:J 0 .g d 0 c; ,,; 0 ~~ ~ e: 0 0 

0 0 

00 ~ d H ,:B .g ,.c: ::i:: i..: ..a 
~ ·~ <!) 

<!) 
CJ ... <!) .... 

bO 0 _d 0 
E-1 tl)CJ bO CJ rn w. O CJ U.l 

b :E ~ cop.. d p.. ::l • 
0 <!)"' .,:::, 1-< oh ll:: s P- "' :;;.. Cll 0 0 ,.c:..., 0 ,..... 1-< .- .... 0 0"' 

,.,, A 3 H~ Q) 0 z i:i .... ~~ 
CJ 

Q) Q) i:i. ell d "'< R 0 ,.c: bO 
.......... i;:l.. .... 0 .... .... !,JJ,:;, ~~ ..... ..... 

0 "' 0 0 ~ g d d 0 0 O CD 0 ..., .... Q) ~ ::l • ..c: ..., 
0 0 g:;:., .... -~ 0 c 0..., rtl 

~~ ~E-1 0 z z <t1 -< ~ z. ~~ 0 - ------- --- ---- --
l(i 1 12 16 $21.00 1 $1.85 19.9 5 

·
1

11 11 2 10 10 20.05 1.87 20.3 6 
17 1 13 14 18.50 1.50 20.5 5 

8 2 9 8 20.12 1.49 13.1 3 
1f I 12 3 101 11 Hl.00 1.37 19.5 

14 3 
1~/ 

22 25.37 2.25 25.5 

ij 
7 

13 2 10 Hi. 20 1.35 18.0 8 
11 3 11 11 18.6-!I 1.48 17.3 9 
18 1 10 21 17.72 1.50 20.0 10 8 

8 3 !) 10 20.331 1.79 21.9 3 8 
23 3 8 20 20.12 1.80 20.0 8 12 
19 11 22 21.09 2.00 l!.l.3 11 8 

7 1 4 8 17.00 1.73 18.6 2 5 
11 3 G 9 22.001 Ul5 20.8 7 4 

188,28 133,1()2,$19.80
1

.$1. 71 19.6 73!109 

AROOSTOOK COUNTY. 
3 
8 
8 
8 
3 . 
71 . 
3\ 1 
GI • 
41 2 
3\ . 
41. 1 1 

41. 3 . 

· 6] : 
G 

4 
7 

1 
5 
5 

1 
1 
2 

1 $rn.oois2.so1 9.ol . I 2 
9. 15.SO' l.93il9.7 2 6 

5' 20.00 1.89 22. 7 1 4 
8'. l!.l.t.iO 2.36~1 21.0 3 5 

3 1.75 10.5 2 
41 l.~5112.0 1 2 
3i. 18.00 l.001·18.7 1 
51 15.00 1.50 7.1 
61 21.00 1.60 '.:2.4 

. 2\ 1:50)1~.o 

1114.00 3.00121.0 
1\ 2.22115.0 3 
3 2:00(2~.o 2 

2 
3 

1 

4 "121122.00 1 20.00 

':'T:' 
2. 0012.1.7 4 2.00 24.0 2 

2.00 24.0 1 

2 $3,500 

1 600 

3 3,800 

1 300 

1 125 

8 'ss,325 

1 $205 

1 250 
1 200 



CO:\DIOX SCHOOLS. 

AROOSTOOK COUNTY, (Continued.) ------ ·--~---- -- --.- -_ 

Towns. 

Total, 

Baldwin, 
Jlridgton, 
Brunswick, • 
Cape Elizabeth, . 
Casco, 
Cumberland, 
Falmouth, 
Freeport, 
Gorham, 
Gray, . 
Harpswell, 
Harrison, 
Naples, . 
North Yarmouth, 
New Gloucester, 
Otisfield, 
Portland, 
Pownal,. 
Raymond, 
Scarborough, 
Sebago, . 
Standish, 
Westbrook, 
Windham, 
Yarmouth, 

Total, 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 
I 111 l! 31 111$17.67,$2.25 20.4! 

I Hl' 3 llii 25i 18.871 1.67 19.81 
I 241 · 114] 40

1 
2~·~:~1 2.20 19.51 IL . I l~I lOi 2~.331 l.~JI 3~.11 

10 •
1 

6I 10 1,.00
1

. 1.,0
1

1s.1 
12 2 9 9, 23.00 UJ7: 17.21 
1:1 . I rnj 12! 22.301 2. 2si 1s.o: 
11 2 12. 20! 21.111 2.14119.ol 
18 71 Lil 191. 18.00/ 1.87: 20.6! 
11 3j Si 14j 20.00; 1.81117.91 

JI iI 
81 3 

ti ~ 5 8 

5111 
6 13 
4 6 
21 !) 
2! 12 

:t~25 
'1/ 770 

1511 11
1 

101 111 21.1611.64! 18 31 
13 1 Gi 14: 17.GG 1.94 21.2

1 
12 1 , I . I . . j • 5 7 

7!· 2: 5 21 U.20 2.4lf' 23.51 5 2 • • 
15 . I 9/ 15 20.001 2.00 19.41 s 6 
12 11 121 12

1 
15.00j l.86

1

19.G, 4 8 
19: ·11 91 53, 65.10 4 59, 42.0f 1:11 5 
10

1 

3 s; 141 21.:iol 2.16 rn.s, 7 5 1 400 
IO,. i 7/ 10 22.4:li l.9iif 19.71 5 5 . 
13 . 12' 13 20.00 1.96) 20.5 5 8 , 
9 1: 41 11 15.50 l.83i 20.7 4 4 11 130 

16 . I 14: 12 19.00 l.78l 18.G1 11 5 · 1 

11 .
1 9! 10 21J.01 2.1?/24-:I s/ 12 

1s . I 13
1 

1G 1s.:io

1

2.03 1s .. i
1 

10 s • • 
8 1( 61 8 31.17 2.83129.31 4 5 , I • 

340 29 224 371
1

:ii22. 711$2.72) 21.3\1391871 5'.$7,i25 



St"PERINTENDENT1S REPORT. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

I 
I di l:r. i,.; r,; 12 .,; . ' -;:; cl C) ~ !":;i c:., 

rn CO s O ~ ::i '..o ; 
.,; 8 'i.ci C) ·~ 0 01 0 
8 '§ I ;;s -<;; R ~ 'Ul :::: l:!:1 ~ I::. 

zJ ~ 5 1 ·o ~ ~ i l~ c o I§ ~ 

Towns. 
.,; -~ 2 E-< I <IJ ": <IJ : -B _g _g I~ :.: -8 

,..., rn d <fll ~ d ;:;.. I IC: U. I 00 o °' Ul 
t5 Zl E-< "' E'n "' ~ :; I l:O C) :; I d O 

~ 0 ~ § ~ ~ ~ ~ !~] ~ ~ ] ~ ~ 

I 

A I"'" ~ R a,~ co i: IC)-~ ~18.,a~ ; Z 
'8!; ~ ~ e~ e~1e~ ~ ~1~ :

1 

'c1 
Q I ;:;; c:i G ;::: E-i ~ E-, I g: -~ c:i c:i c:i ~ t: 

__ ....._ ___ ~-------------1 ~ I:'._ Z -=-_::_I_::_:::__ _~l~.i:: _ _I_~ 
Avon, 13 2 2

1

$ll.10 1$1.2Gi 16.51 61 1 
Carthage, G 1 3 5'116.33 1.65115.3 4 1 
Che!>terville, 10 1 9 9 16..!3 1.71 19.01 51 6 
:Farmington, 25 2 18 26 18.63 1.81

1
18.3 8 lG 

I~~:~:r~, l~ Ir G 1~1 iti~ tt~!i~:i,I _:_: __ ·_-_-~-.. -_----_, __ -_i_ Jay, . HJ 41 1-i '.23 a 00 1. 23 18.3 ;}1 {IO 
Kingfield, 5 4 5, 22.51) I.5\>118.ll "•3 ;;Jl 
.Madrid,. 7 8\ 12.GG 1.:37:17.01 2 - 4 
New::!haron, • 9 20 20 21.22 2.01)18.5/ 8 10 
New Vineyard,. 11 4 8 rn.25, I.E5,_ 20.0_ 1

1 

3! 2 
Phillips, '.J2 1 8 lG 14.871 1.3 2! 17.3 ul 
Salem, • 8 1 3 13.0011.451

1 i._·'i.oj 21 3 
Strong, . 11 4 10 13 15.80 1. 26 20.4'1 5 5 
Temple,, 8 7 G l-L3;jj 1.2.0115.71 3 5

1 

Weld, • 12 11 11 11 12.G8 1.:12: rn.1 9 2 

$JOO 

Wilton, . 15 4 14 17 17.71 1.3!.l[ 18.0 G 11 
Bloomfield plantation, G , • 3 • 2.50 1 lG.5 1 11 . • 
Jackson plantation, 3 • • • 1

0

.33

1

1 11:.i',O • 1
1

1 . , 
Letter E, 

~~~1:1y, . . . . . 2:00

1

, 1~.o . . 2

1

1 • :oo 
No. 6, 

Total, [iis 23;lli 20/;iw'.$1.58117.7 -86;1ioo1--3\-· $600 

Amherst, 
Aurora, . 
Bluehill, 
J3rooklin, 
llrooks,-ille, 
Bucksport, 
Ca:itinc,. 
Deer Isle, 
Dedham, 
Eastbrook, 
EJen, 
Ellsworth, 
:Franklin, 
Gouldsboro', 
Greenfield, 
Hancock, 
Mari:willo, 
Mount Desert, 
Orlancl, • 
Otis, 
Penobscot, 

HANCOCK COUNTY. 
41. 
31 . 

181 . 
10: . 
13j · 
18\. 

41. 
30: . 

71 2 
3' . 

141. 

; I· 
111. 

(j 1 
41. 
s:. 
5! . 

111 . 
161 1 
3 . 

H! 1 

1 41$20.00;$2.62120.3 
3 3 30.0012.25 20.7 3 

12 20 22.25 1.82117.2 12 4 
7 12 2J.75 1.75 lG.2 4 5 

12 131 23.7511.Slj lS.O 5 6 
8 21 28.71 2.20121.0 13 7 
3 5! 30.33' 3.56' 2G.7 5 1 

1,1 25! 23.tml u1j 1s.4 14 10 
4 5j 23.00I 2.2:Ji U.6 41 1 

·2 11 20.00 1.25[30.0 2· 
8 s/ 24.GJ Ulll 15.4 5 

s iol : : 7 
8 12: 20.30 1.!)0

1

1 Hl.O 3 11 

5

;

1

1 

3; 20.001 I.87 1s.o 1
5

1 1 
7: 30.001 2.llO 16.0 1 

5'. 22.G71 2.00 lGA ~<J2~1 6i 20.801 2.00! H. 7 
]0~.1151 26.301 1.97! 18.2 
. 3i 25.00j 1.62117.5 

11; 23,00: l.UO, 15.1 9; 3 

$500 

150 

209 



CO)DlO:N SOIIOOLS. 

IIAKCOCK COUNTY, (Continued.) 

"'·::-_·, ~ j ~1 ~ ~ 
'* ~~..d §.~ ~!~ ~ ?: '...,l\.,,A- ~1-- 0 

o]~§ ~]~ ;:1:5 : 

2j l t ;~ ;~~ /~1~ ~ ~ 
Towns, Ed: ..S ~ ~JJ 8. )Q 8. t,; ~ I ~ ig ~i r:/J. 

~ :H i ~ E '1 ~ ~ ~ ~ H ~ I g (? '"§ ~ 1' ~ 
;...; - ,,:; ~ 

1 
c:i ..c 1 ,;;; ..c . c:i C) 1,(j 8.' '/..1 o:: z 

~ I,.., o ~ CJ ...... ,.... I 

I 
<s I ~ 1 'o 'o I ~fJ g • ;;i g ~ ~ I 'o ~ :'o ~1 '8 
o f ~ ' o o I ~ E-1 ~ E-i • ~ .::: o o O ~ I ;g 

• Z ~ 1 
;2-"; Z I ""i -< ;""1 Z I Z Z O 

~--_............~·--,--:--,-· '"' ') ---; . ·-·---i---
~eavil~e, , • • 1 41 . 1 11 2 ).;2~-.o?I.~ • 1 l~.01 · 1 2 · · 
Sedi:pvwk, , • . I l~\ , I 81 ?I ~f-3~ ,~I.?! 1 !·? 3 7 . • 
6ull1rnn, • , , I 1,,110 12 22.1,12.2uli.21. 7 .• 
Surry, • , • • 1 8 . I 51 71 32.40 2.l:> 2Ull 31 5 · • 
1'remont, , • , 11:3 , : 9 10, 18.00! 1.75 lG.0

1 
8 4 • • 

Trenton, 1:.! • 1 11, 11, 24.881 1.82 17.81 6 5 1 $ 300 
\Yaltham, 4:. J 11 11 22.::idi 1.62 32.0 2, 2 
6,rnn Isla.nd, I 4

1

! •. 1, 31 5! 24.1.w: 1.41,, 1G.8i 21 2 
·Wetmore Isle, • I ,1 • ! 2

1
1 5

1

. 2G.OO\ 2.31
1
• 15.71

1 2 2 
No. 7, • 1 1 3 • 1 . : 2.25' 5.0 . 1 . . 
No. 10, • j 11. f 

1 

11 • .
1
1 1.75 14.o: . 

:No. 33, • . I· ; . 1: . i 1.15 13.0 . • 1, 100 
No. 21, , I 1, . 1 

• 1! • l.'i.5 :4.0 1 • • • 

Total, 1271J 8.171,248,;ii24.H,$Ul6.17.8;123.l1Ji 51$1,230 

Albion,, 
Augusta, 
Belgrade, 
J3enton, • 
Chelsea,, 
China, 
Clinton,. 
:Farmingdale, 
:Fayette,. 
Gardiner, 
Jfallowell, 
Litchfield, 
Manchester, 
.l.\lonthouth, 
Mount Vernon, . 
Pittston, 
Readfield, 
ltomc, 
Sidney, . 
Vassalboro', 
Vienna,. 
Waterville, 
Wayne, . 
West Gardiner, , 
Windwr, 
Winslow, 
Winthrop, 
Clinton Gore, 
Unity plantation, 

'.rota!, 

KE~NEBEC COUNTY, 
H! • 10116 $28.00I . I , 1 llf ;l

0
;] 1,$ 200 

23\ . 20 43: 2:3.16i$2.0612:i.4 271 
rn: . Li 13

1
1 17.80 1.74; 15.0 Si 91' 

1311

• 5 12 1 19.80 l.UJ/ 18.4 4' 6 
£1 2 3 13 1 23.00 2.00115,G 4 • 51 

•12 • ! . I • 

121 : 2 8: 20.37 LDOi 18.01 7 4 
:31 1 3 s1 2:i.33, 2.oa: 28.2 4 

1012 Gf ]3, 19.7511.70 1 17.8 5 5 
s

1

1 .1 rit rn1 33.oo! 2.39i 2s.6! 12 
4.1161 39.67j 2.18,

1

34.0 10 • 
161 . 18 20118.071 1.63 18 3 10 6 

1ri ·l iii i~ f~:~i 1

1 

tn1
1 

i~:1 3 ~ 
13i GI 14120.33 2.14,17.4 5 7 
H1j : 12

1 
25 22.001 2.0915.9 4 15 

121. 111131 20.221
1 

2.00: 19.4 2 10 
81 • 7 5 18.00 1.60! 15.5 2 6 

201 . . 4 281 20.81, 2.33 118.3 17 3 
2:.1

1 
. 1s 31 20.771 2.2sl 1s.3[ 1.) s 

rn, . 31 s
1 

20.00, :uol 17. 71 4 4 • • 
14; :11 13 2s 20.ss, 2.24121.s, 12 s 
lll. 51 12! 18.3:l 1.8712:Uil 5 8 1 300 
si · 71 91 20.371 Ui8 19.7 6 2 

I:J • 9 14 22.72 1.57120.0 9 4 • 
rn: . 101 20 1 20. :wl 1.98 16. 7110 2 • 
101 2 Si 151 23.3511.95123.8 5 5 • I 
21., l 2117.00 1,751113.41 1 1 11 300 
1: • • 1 • 2.62 7.0i 1 . . . 

I 

275 

375 

600 

1360 n 222 429 $20.39,$L8G'.19.o:210!143f G $21050 



• 

Alna, 
Boothbay, 
Bremen,. 
Bristol, 
Cushing, 
Damariscotta., 
Dre~den, 
Edgecomb, 
Friel'ldship, 
.J efforson, 
N ewcustle., 

Towns, 

N obleboro:ugh, 
Rockland, 
St. George, 
Southport, 
South Thomaston, 
Thomaston, 
Union, 
W altloborongh, . 
"iVa.rren,. 
1Y ashington, 
1Yestport, 
Y·:)1:tefieltl, 
11 1scasset, 
Matinicus Isle, 
Monhegan Isle, . 
Muscle Ridge plantation; 
l?atricktown plantation; 

Total, 

Albany,. 
Andover, 
Bethel, , 
Brownfield, 
Buckfield, 
Byron, 
Canton, • 
Denrnark1 
Dixfield, 
Fryeburg, 
Gilead, 
Grafton, 
Greemrood, 
Hanover, 
Hartford, 
Hebron,. 
Rimm,, 

SUPERIN1'END1WT1S REPORT. 

LINCOLN COUNTY. 

e E 13 i LI} JI ~ \] J 
. ~ i 1 ; ~ ~ r

1

~ g t11 . g 
~ i:5 H C) ~ s ~ ~ ro i "§ :'.:'. ~ ~ 
".ti !.:!J ca c: A o:i °'I .::: . xi ~ I ~ ~ 

I

H ~ 8 ~ Z; :;: ~ ~ .fa "" ~ f::: 
-~ ~ (l) C) o] I ~ ~ g g lO ~ Z 
A ~ ;: :: ~-§ !,lJ O c.0:.,- bO ::..1:n fi _:: 
~ "' o o ~ ~ f ~ I i::,..... o ~ lo ~ o 

• -4-lil' , • c,.. CJ .. I:!) i:: •• . ...Q ~ 
o:;j o o >~ I>~>"'"" o o o...., ~ z ip.. z z <l <: 1<: z z z O 

--- 61 . 6 7
1

$21.00 1$1.82! 18.51 2 31 , ---
171 . 14 13 2:3.311 2.00111.21 H 2 . 

7. 2 6 7 23.33\ 1.96j 1D.O 2 5 
2~ 3 16 2~ 20.0~ l.88,1_20,3. ~7, ,,l.'2 

6 . 5 6 19.83 1.82! 22.1 :;':!."' .2 
61 . 5 

7 
lQ.~~ 2.00/ 22,.J, :JJl ;f,2 

9 1 G 22.1.J 1.80 16.1 ;clli·!l·l .. 1 ... Jf) 
s . 1 s 21.00 1.57 20.0 '~ r:r's 
6 4 . 6 22.0011.45 19.2 'l 4 

15 lG 9 21.4:3 2.09 18.7 5 10 
14 12 Hi 22.33 2.04121.0 12 2 
l'' 9 11 20.20 1.96 18,5 ;y 9 
8 18 20 23.35 2.03 21.0 3 12 

17 15 18 20.16 1.33118.7 3 H 

1
. 5
2 

5 2 21.Go 1.15
1

17.2 7 ~, I 
8 8 2:3.87 2.45 17.0 '* 

11 12 13 30.33 3.lll 25.8 7 3 

$100 

1,063 

15 11 10 23.60 l.8Si 18,S 8 7 
28 22.00 2.001 . 2-! 
21 11 22 2J.30 1.77 20.4 3 8 
12 11 H 21.68 L73, 18.5 5 6 

400 

1,000 

18 14 16 20.25 1.7117.0 8 3 800 
6 6 G 21. ,67 1.68118.-i 

1
3
0
-

11
- 3, 

6 8 8 23.50 2.00 '.U.O 1 5 
l . 1 1 25.00 1.25 2-1.0 1 . , • 
: · 1 ! 1 22.00 1.75 H.O 1 . , . 
31 . 3 • . 00 2.00 D.O • 228 

.~I . -~ _ 1
1

_ 1s.oo w 1.00 15.o _ 4 ___ 

1 

__ ..__ 

I I ' 

297119, 236 260,$22. 26 $1.851 19.3 ,112,169 81$3,888 

OXFORD COUNTY. 
8 
7 

24 
17 
13 

5 
9 

14 
12 
17 

6 
3 

12 
4 1 

15 21 6 3 
15, 3 

91 8'$15.00 $1.50 14.4 
3 8 19.00 1.87 17.5 

17 28 16.00 1.77 18.0 
8 16 15.50 1.30 21.4 
9 3 18,22 1.37 l!L3 
3 4 16.33 U7 17.0 
7 12 17.64 1.38 17.4 
7 12 17 ,08 1,95 21.0 

11 14 17.50 1.30 17.9 
8 16 1557 2.05 lD.6 
2 7 15,00 1.68 14.5 
2 2 9.50 '.1,50 16.1 
4 10 17 .50 1.40 15.3 
5 4 13,33 1.62 17.6 
7 10 17.75 1.35 17.8 
6 10 17,20 1..53 19.2 
7 11 13',&4 1,80 16,7 

~ :r 
8 17 
2 11 
7 G 
3 3 
4 4 
5 8 
9 1 
6 10 
2 4 
1 
4 6 
1 3 

t l!I 
2 10 

1 350 

1 300 
11 200 



COJHiON SCHOOLS, 

OXFORD COUN'rY, (Continued.) 
---------------_ ----:-----------------==c========= 

l 00 

1

\ ~ ~ ~ \ 1 Jl I J,; j It I 
I 

.... I -§ ~ ~ I ~ ;:., lrJ]_ ~ ,_. ~ ~ 
• ~I~ «~~l ...... a.,<:; o .... I~ ...... 

-.'!ll~l~ o,..,,. o:;::I o 8j~.; g 
_Z:; .9 i C) ' ~ ~ ~ ~ 1:SbO ,,L; ~ 1:: ~ ~ 
~,,:-.1Hl,.S t- co- J51~-<ll Ul 

~ IJ I ~ II ~ l ~ ; ill~ g I u~ ,l_g ;, ~ ~ .._. """ ~ ~o~ o ..c o c., I bO g_ ii c"$ z 
..... o \ ,... ..... o ~ I tio o co;::: ,.... """" ...... P. ....,. 

'owoo~d<:~~ 0000 o 

Towns. 

I 
~ 0 I ,.. c., 8 ~ ' ..c ..., ol:-.! ol o ~HI ~H >'"" ol 0 1 0- w 

Z ~:tc Z' 1~ <t1 " zz o __ ....__,....... __ -'·'- °"! ~1~,-~ ----- :z. ~, _ _.._ o 

141. GI lG $17.83,$1.\)3120.3 8, I 51
1 

1 $ 900 Lovell, • 
Mason, • 
Mexico,. 
~ewry, , 
Norway, 
Oxford, , 
Paris, 
Peru, 
Porter, • 
Roxbury, 
Rumford., 
Stow, 
Stoneham, 
Sumner,. 
Sweden,. 
Waterford, ,v ood8tock, , 
Andover N. Surplus, 
Franklin plantation, . 
Fryeburg Academy G-ra.nt, 
lfamlin's Grant, 
Letter B, 
Milton plantation, 
No. 5, R. 1 and 2, 
Riley, 

Total, 

Alton, 
Argyle,. 
Bangor,. 
Bradford, 
Bradley, 
Brewer,. 
Burlington, 
Carmel, • 
C11.rroll, , 
Charleston, 
Chester, • 
Clifton, • 
Corinna, 
Corinth,. 
Dexter, • 
Dixmont, 
Eudington, 
Edinburg, 
Enfield, • 
Etna, 

1 . . I 21 . I 2. 25 18.0 • 1 . 1 150 
61 . 21 8 15.00 1.4:1 1 18.6 . I 6 
6 • 5\ 7[ 14.oo: 1.42 1G.1 31 3 

I 14 . I 101 161 19.73 1.63 18.7 41 111 900 
11 1 91 8 1 lG.90 1.58 16.7 21 ~ 
18- · 116, 20\_ 17.61:. 1.9! 21.5 12! 21 
11 . 7j ·111: rn.oo: 1.57 18.6 • I 11 
i:~ 1 91 13\1 15.oo. 1.57 20.2 3: 10 1, 1 100 

5, 1 . I . 10.12, 1.83\ _13.o 2 . I 
13 . l! H 13.!2 l.7ti 19.2 9 4 

I 
8 2 811:LOO, 1.57[-lS.l 4' 41 
6 2 \l 14.501 1.30114"°' 3 i 2 

16 9 16113.0(j 1.44 18.71 91 51 2 300 
s s 10 1s.oo'l 1.8."> 21.91 11 

8
6

11
1 1 500 

13 101 HI 17.55 l.6G 17.91 51 
12 7 G 17.80 1.55 18.51 1 8 

] I • 1 . 12.0?
1 ?·O, 11 . 

411 5 13.00 l.4J 1.,.01 4: , 
. . • . I • . I 

1 . 13.00 1.12 14.0 . 11 • • 
. . . • 11.501 1.2.:;120.0, • . • • 

21 21 4 2 15.W 1.25 1 19.0 11 1 

-~~1~,~~ ~:1_ l:OOl~~J_J_J_: ___ : _ 
j372,25

1

239
1
360 $15.53$1.61117.G 14212<Hi 13'.$!.905 

PENOBSCOT COUNTY. 

(ii . i 21 5 $19.oo;:S:.sr~·? I ·21 1$ 450 
41. ' 1, 41 18.001 2.00 l(i,;J 3 11 

I l • 1 rn: G9i 37.00I 2.89 134.8 27 71 l 1 . "I " ,~.001 ':1T7:" 3 s: 2 1.200 

. I 
l~ . I 81 1812!.00I ~·2~1 20.? 4 61 

G 11 2
1 

8I 16.?01 ~.4~i 2~.2 2 2 
1oj . 10

1 
lo1 32.32! 2.13, rn.s 7 3 

5 21 2, 41 20.33 1.66/ 18.G 2 

ii 11! 11 sj 11! '? oo[ rn1 rn.o 3 
GI . 1 1 Hl.00\ 1.80119.,) 3 
4 . ' 11 71 15.001 1.9~ 20.3 $ 1 

141 3, 51 19! 20.20[ 2.20! rn.G 2 111 175 
15 11 SI 231 22.25 1.84 lG.3 6 101 
10! :::

1 
!I 2?/ 31.~oi 2.1~

1

18.s 3 10: 
] ;I 31 ~I 131 2

0
1.61! l.9~! 19.9 7 5' 

11. 'I 8 23.141 l.8;JI 17.8 3 

. ii 
530 

~111 2: ;,251 20.0 1 
o . 41 . 2.43i 22.1 2 
8 . I 51 10! 19.80! L 75: 13.7 4 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 

PK.'W:BSCOT COUNTY, (Continued.) 

Towns. 

Exeter, . 
G.arland, 
Glenburn, 
Greenbu$h, 
Ha.mpdeu, 
Hermon, 
Holden,, 
Howland, 
Hudson,. 
Kenduskeag, 
Lagrange, 
Lee, . 
Levant, .. 
Lincoln, . 
Lowell, .. 
Mattamiscon tis, 
Maxfield, 
l\Iilford,. 
Newburg·, 
Newport;, 
Oldtown:, 
Orono, . 
Orrington, 
Passadumkeag, • 
Patten, . 
Plymouth, 
Springfield, 
Stetson, . . 
Mattawamkeag, . 
Nickertow, 
Veazie, . 
Woodville, 
Pattagumpus, 
Five Islands, 
No. 3, R. 6,, 
No. 4, R.. I, 
No. 5, . 
No. 6, R. 3, 
No. 7, R. 3, 

Total, 

Abbott, , 
Atkinson, 
Barnard, 
l3lanchard, 
Bowerbank, 

B 

~ '3 ~ ~· ~ i 
~ j l5 J~ j J Ji 5 

"',§_~ 'o§ 'o~'o 'o 'o5 ~ 
i 11 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~; i. . j_ ~ 1

1

] ~ i 
:; IA ~ ] ~ ~ ~ _g ~ ~ g g ~ ~ ! 
q ..... ~ """' (l) (l) (l) C) (l)-0:, bO p.. w d ,c...l 

'o 1i 'o 'o e1 r ~ r~ 'o 'o '8 :' cg 
~ i i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ·~ ~ ~ ~ :S ~ 
15

1 

• 13 2 $15.00 :$1.80 15.0 11 4. 11· $300 
9 4 9 8 19.50 I.53 19. 7 . 3 7 l 529 
7. 2 11 20.50 I.9517.4 .4 3 • • 
7 I 3 26.00 1.94 22.1 . 3 2 

IS I 16 22 23.00 2.00 21.Q. · l 
13 12 11 19.40 1.65 18, -

9 5 8 22.00 1,91 2Q 
5 4 1.71 14 
6 3 7 14.00 2.16 13. 
5 2 2 11 24.00 2.22 16.5 
4 3 3 20.33 2.00 21.3 
7 2 5 7 20 .. 60 1.82 18.3 

11 2 2 2 24.00 2.00114.4 
11 2 4 15 22.75 2.23 24.6 

7 5 1.87 24.5 

4 • 4 1.68 10.7 
4 4 30,00 2.37 18.5 
9 7 IO 21.45 1.90 18,2 
81 I 4 13 IS.JS 2.50 17.9 
7 8 17 32.00 2.70 19,4 
1 2 19 42.50 2.37 20,6 

12 9 13 25.55 2.13 17,8 
4 • 1 5 20.00 3.05 20.6 
5 I 6 25.00 2.00 22.8 
6 I 4 11 19:00 1.75 16,4 
9 2 2 
7 I 10 18.00 2.39 12,2 
5 2.50 12,0 

' 2 7 40.0() 2.96 32,9 

16:00 12,0 

4 2 

. (i • 

. 2 1 
. 2 6 
. 6 3 
. 1 10 
.3 2 

.7 

.2 
6 

.2 
5 
9 
8 
2 
2 

'l 

1 

2 

2 
3 
5 
4 
1 
4 
I 
2 
6 

5 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

350 

400 
300 
500 

2 2.200 

1.275 

I 100 

· 41 : · 11 • 3 20'.oo 1:3 7 12.s : • 1 : : 

1375)33! 210 498!s20.58 :$2.08 18,5 1911901 16:$8,32
9 

PISCATAQUIS COUNTY. 
9 • 4 71$20.00 31.88 16.5 ' 2 6 1 $228 
9 • 4 12119.66 1.85 16.3 · 2 7 
3 3 ; 1.58 9.0 '. 2 
2 • 1 20:00 2.50 15.0 ·, 1 
3 1 2 15.DO 2,00 19.4., 2 



COMMON SCHOOLS. 

PISCATAQUIS COUNTY, (Continued.) 
-=================== 

Towns. 

I r,ll Q i II~ ~ iii f 
r,l ~ ~.d ~ . .g ~ ~ ~ tj 
a, ~ ::S ~ '@ '11'.11 """ ~ rn ~ 
~ oe c,...,O ~Q<,.i O -\::I O 

j i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~:::: ~ Jl ] II~ ~ .g 
.~ ~ 8 ~ i t i l t j . ~ jJ o ~ rn 
~ i.~ ~ s :::: ~ .... Z; ~] rg ~ Jl :; ~ 
i:5; rA ~ ~ Q Q ~ Q Q ~ ~ a1jj ~ z ..... 1~ ..... ..... ~1 f 1 ~:::: ..... ..... i'+-< i:i.. ...... 
o,rn o o ..,Q C)Q '"'i:t o o oq, ~ 
o I~ o o ~ E-; ..;; E-; ~ .... o o o ~ ~ 

------------[ z I~ z z 
1

_ <tj r·--<tj Z Z Z ·-0 

Brownville, 9 , 4 8,$21.00'$180 17,7 • 4 , • 
Dover, • 11 • 8 19 20,501 • I.87 17 .6 6 10 • • 
Elliotsville, 4 • , 2 . fl,62 • 12 • , • 
Foxcroft, 11 . 5 11 20.50 I. 7 4 16.5 2 8 , • 
Guildford, 9, . 4 3 23,50 I. 71 16,6 6 3 1 $125 
Greenville, 3

1 

• 1 4 25,00 1.92 34.0 3 
Kilmarnock, 6 · 1· , 7 , 1.87 13.0 , 5 
Kingsbury, 3 . 1 3 14.00 1,50 36 4 1 1 
Monson, 9 • 3 9 20,66 1.55 17. 8 , 6 
Milo, • 7 4 11 13,00 1,81 23,8 4 3 
Orneville, 9 , 4 9 15,67 1,77 13.6 3 3 
Parkman, 15 , 4 12 16,75 1.90 17,6 6 7 150 
Sangerville, 
Sebec, • 
Shirley, • 
Wellington, 
Williamsburg, • 
No. 2, R. 5, 

Total, 

Arrowsic, 
Bath, , 
Bowdoin, 
Bowdoinham, • 
Georgetown, 
Perkins, 
Phippsburg, 
Richmond, 
Topsham, 
West Bath, 
Woolwich, 

Total, 

Anson, , 
Athens, 
Bingham, 
Bloomfield, 
Brighton, . 
Cambridge, 
Canaan, 
Concord, 
Cornville, 

10 6 11 24.00 1:92 2i.5 4 3 . • 
3 1 1 4 18,00

1

1.75 19.3 . 2 . • 
10 1 5 9 16.23 1.70 14.9 2 5 • 
3 . 1 3 17.0012.33 14,6 2 1 J 178 
11 . I , I , 1.50 10,0 , . . I . 

1491 4./ 601151 $18.91:$1.37 18,l 52\ 82· 4 $670 

SAGADAHOC COUNTY. 

31, . I 3 . 1$2.10/11.3 31. I 2 $300 
2 . 10: 23 $44 57 2.00 32.0 7 6 1 4,000 

1s 1 111 rn rn.oo 1.50 1 rn.o 8 101 • I 
171. 14; 17 21.54 1.85

1

20,8 8 91' 11 400 
9! • 4 1 9 20.00 2.64 22.0 7 • I • 1 • 
1

1 · . I 1 . 1.75 20.2 1 • 11 400 
14 • 14 12 • • I . 6 11 • I 
111, 8 17 21.34 1.86'17.2 12 2 11 300 
10 1 • 18 4 20.1211,70 1 22.7 7 6 , I 

51, 5 6 21.IO 1.90 20.8 2 3, , ) , 
81. s 1 28.00 2.30

1
20.0 4 4 , I • 

9811 82118
1
$24.33 1$1,96120.6 651 47 6:$5,400 

SOMERSET COUNTY. 

2213 14121 $17.25 $18515.5 12 IO 

: 21 
13 . 6 15 19,00 1 2,52 20,8 10 2 
131. 3 7 20.67 2.23 17.7 3 4 $800 
9 . 61 13 18,48 1.94 20. 7 9 2 2 2,000 
8; 2 3 4 15,00 1.92 15.1 5 2 

1~1: 

2 6 17.50 2,20;16,5 1 4 
9 14 20.00 

2:0T~.3 l 11 I 2,500 . 
15 2, 9 11 19,22 1.8616,9 7 5 2 500 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 

SOMERSET COUNTY, (Continued.) 

Towns. 

~ 
1ll 
0 

0 ----------------------------------
Detroit, 
Embden, 
Fairfield, 
Harmony, 
Hartland, 
Lexington, 
.Madison, 
Mayfield, 
l\1ercer, 
l\.foscow, 
New Portland, , 
N :)rridgewock, , 
Palmyra, 
Plttsfield, 
Ripley, 
St. Albans,. 
Skowhegan, 
Smithfield, 
Solon, , 
Starks, , 
Flagstaff, , , 
No. I, R. 2. W. K. R,,. 
No, I, R.-3, E. K. R., 
No. 1, R, 3, W. K, R.,, 
Forks, 
No, 2, R, 2, -
Moose River p,, 
No, 4, 

Total, 

Appleton, 
Belfast, . 
Belmont, 
Brooks, • 
Burnham, 
Camden, 
Frankfort, 
Freedom, 
Hope, 
Ilesborough, 
Jackson, 
Knox, 
Liberty,. 
Lincolnvillo, 
Monroe, 
Montville, 

i5 3 4 $16. 75 $2,56 18.4 2 3 
1.2 I 4 16 15.75 1.84 15.6 4 5 • 
20 4 7 25 19.57 1.65 19.9 6 12 1 $150 
11 I 4 7 23,66 2.00 18.7 2 & 
10 4 9 21.50 2.25 18.4 .JI j.it6 
n 4 9 20.00 1.25 16.0 }tMtii 

lH 2 I 22,00 1. 72 18,0 \Q';}l,1.1 
2 3 1. 75 16.0 r;·. '#'.2 
s 1 6 11 2i.5o 2.14 18.6 4 5 

10 2 6 19,33 1.63 16.6 6 
18 10 12 17.70 1.80 19.0 3 9 
14 8 7 17 16.98 2.00 21.6 8 7 
rn 2 5 15 1s.oo, 1.93 13.7 15 
8 6 5 12 19.50 2.23 16.5 5 3 

5 5 20.00 1.95 18.8 1 4 
14 1 
11 I 

7 
13 1 
18 2 

l 
3 
IS 

3 

13 7 21.70 1.75 16.0 6 7 
5 18 21.60 2.13 17.0 5 6 
6 6 19.15 1.91 16.0 2 5 
7 18 22.43 1.99 18,3 5 6 

12 10 16.75 1.84 17.0 4 10 
1 1 26,00 1.50 16.0 I -

3 1.33 8.0 1 • 
4 1 1.41 22,0 2 2 

1 
2.00 24.0 
1.00 12.0 

2 325 
I. 750 

2 700 

1 635 
2 400 

236137!162 3101$19,53 $1.91 17.3 122169 16 $8, 760 

WALDO COUNTY. 
12 
16 
13 
8 
7 

20 
26 
10 

7 
8 
9 . 

IO 1 
9 I 

17 
12 
15 

n
1 

1~ $2I.16 $2.02 17.5 11 
17; 25 31.27 2.07 23.5 10 7 

7j 7 22.40 1.83 18.3 5 1 
5: 10 26.80 1.87 19. S 5 
31 8 17.00 1.85 17.2 4 2 

19
1 

24 22.50 1.84 21.6 I 19 
20i 38 13.50 1.60 17.5 3 

Si 10 20.00 1.30 16.1 6 3 
61 8 25.17 1.94 21.4 7 
7 8 22.25 1.65 23.0 8 
5 12 20.20 1.85 17.0 2 7 
7 9 24.80 1.59 18.0 5 3 
6 11 21.91 1.80 22. 7 5 2 

16 ·16 23.87 1.42 16.3 12 5 
10•, 9 . 19.08 1.54 17.0 6 6 
131 13l 22.15 1.58 18.8 5 10 

2$1.800 

1 4: 

2 

,1 300 



COMMO~ SCHOOLS. 

WALDO COUNTY, (Continued.) 

Towns. 

I ~ s ~ ~ 1~ ~ 
p;1~ ~.d s._g § gi_g g 
C) ~ ~~ ~--aJ1 ti4 ~I~ ~ 

00 i~ 1 ~ ] ~ ] ~ ~ 1 ],J ~ 1 
]I~ E-i ~ ~~ ~Di5./~JJ. w. ~'l'oo ~ Ul 

~ 'A 1 s ~ ~ ~ ~ I~ J.a '8 s ,.q ~ ii; 
..... j °"' Q ~ o;, Q I o O o <:.:> rl1 o;, e i's ; :; g'JJ-§ %'JJ"Z I%',: ~ p.lw ~ E: ol!!l o ~~ ~~E~ ~~~]Io 

______________ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~E-i ~E-i ~ ..... z z
1

z~ 8 
Morrill, . 71 3 7j$21.001$l.60 19.01 6 • 
North Haven, 61

1 

• 5 61 25.0011.40 16.11 5 1 
Northport, 10 • 9 9I 23.00 1.33 15,3 i 5 4 
Palermo, 16 2 10 lG, 19.00 1.75 20.0 1 . 

1 $600 Prospect,. 18 2 18 18\ 25.22 1.92120.0j 10 6 
Searsmont, 1214 11 12

1

21.70 1.7118,51 5 7 
Searsport, lOI 3 10 19

1 

28.00 2.25 19,SI 9 1 1 
Swanville, 6 2 6 81 20.12 1.721 17.0

1 

7 1 1 
800 
200 

Thorndike, 10 10 10' 19.60 1,52118.4 1 9 • 
Troy, 12 3 12 12! 16,25 1.51! 18.2 10 2 . • 
Unity, 13 · 1 9 15[ 21.00

1

1.67117.01 5 6 
Vinalhaven, 10 . 9 8

1 
21.93 1.54115. 7I 5 5 • • 

Waldo, 7 . 5 s
1 

22.40I l.85'

1

17.9
1 

s
1 

6 . • 

Total, 33G 26,279!369 $22.011$1,7618.5 135[1,n'. 8 $4,350 

Adtlison, • 
Alexander, 
Baileyville, 
Baring, 
Beddington, 
Calais, 
Centerville, 
Charlotte, 
Cherryfield, 
Columbia, 
Cooper, 
Crawford, 
Cutler, 
Deblois, 
Dennysville, 
East Machias, 
Eastport, , 
Edmunds, 
'Harrington, 
J o!lesborough, 
Jonesport, 
Lubec, , 
Machias,. 
Machiasport, 
Marion, 
l\farshfield, 
Medybemps, 
Milbridge, 
Northfield, 
Pembroke, 
Perry, 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 
141 3 10 

4
1

• 3 2 3 
4 1 1 
1 2 4 
1 1 1 
7 • 7 17 
2 1 1 
6 4 5 
8 • 6 6 

10. 6 9 
6 3 7 
3 1 1 
7 4' 5 
1 I 2 
2 2 2 
9 • 5 9 
1 4' 7 
6 1 4 

11 3 8 
7 2 5 

11 2 10 
11 81 13 

i . !i ~ 
sJ 1 111 3 
2 . 1 2 

1 ~ ! ·31 · )11 i 
31. l 1 

11 . Si 8 
D . gl 12 

26.831 2.40•' 22.4 4' 81' 
27.501 2.33 24.0 3' 12 
12.001 . 12.0 2 
30.00 2.37, 14.5 2' • 
27.00 2.501 28.0 16\, 
30.001 2.87j 31.0 
27.001 2.50jl7.l 1! 
23.051 2.30j 21.8 3 1 3 
22.17 2.41115.5 3 5 
2s.00

1 
2.39/· rn.5 6' 1 

21.601 2.2.) 25,5 6 
28.50'12.62 19.0 1 1 
18.50 2.ool 25.0 1 6 

• 2.45120.0 1 
25.001 2.50: 25.9 2 
32.281 2.61 24.4 7 5 
45.001 2.07 39.3 51 2 
16.20 2.00 16.0 21 2 
2?.25\ 1.8? 17.6 5 3 
2o.00

1 

Ub116.0 2 3 
26.501 2.90; 17.31 7 
27.201' 1.90 22,61 6 5 
30.95 2.86129.4 5 2 
29.331 2.44! 16.0 2 4 
20.00 1.58113.0 2 
ss.00

1

.· 2.~7[ 1~.o 1 1 
. . 2.00

1 

hO 1 1 
27.00i 1.64120.0 • 10 
2G.00

1 

2.00
1 

8.01 . 3 
27 .. 50i 2 30j 20.71 21 8 
23.33! 2.0! 24.0 6 6 

$'100 

1 
1 300 



SUPERINTENpENT'S REPORT. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, (Continued.) 

I ~ 11 i ggj; ~ 

~ ~ j ~ t lj ~ J 111 ! 
.J1._o~~~ 0 '"""'P cl 

. 21 g ~ ~ ~ ~;:::: led ~ ] II~ ~ ~ 
Towns. ~ ·c ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ t'n m a5. cl ~ r:n. 

].~ ~ d di:i.. =P..§,,; ,c: i...oP'> ~ 
.~ A ~ @ !::: ~ ;:::: f ~ ~ g g 1-§ ~ -e 'o :: ~ ~-§ fo~ ~: !° p.. w. ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ! ~ i; ~ ~ I~ JI ~ z ~ z z <ii <ii <ii z :z ·z J 

-- -------------,---1--- --------.----
Princeton, . • . 4 , 3 4 $22.66:$2.10122.0 3 1 
Robbinston, , • . S . 4 7 25.00

1 

2.531

1

28.8 5 2 1 $800 
Steuben, 11 H 23.75 1.89 21, 7 3 7 
Topsfield, 3 2 4 17.00 2.75 23.1 3 
Trescot,t, 8 2 6 21.33 1.851 17 .5 1 2 
,vesley, 4 2 2 23.50 2.75 1 22.4 .. 1 2 
Whitney,. 5 1 4 27.00 2.15.I; 26;b <}1 3 
Whitneyville, 1 2 3 22.50 1.081 22.q ,il 
Big Lake, 1 1 2.501 . · '1 1 200 
Codyville plantation, 1 l' 2.12 16.0 1 
Danfoxth plantation, 1 1 2.00 11.0 1 
Jackson Brook, 2 2 1.75 2 
Lambert's Lake plant:1tion, 1 1 2.00 2±".0 1 
Tallmadge, 2 1 1.50 26.0 1 

No. 7, R. 2, 
No. 9, R. 4, 2 2 1.50 10.0 1 

,Ya.:te plantation, , 1 1 20.00 12.011 

No. 11, . 3

1 

. 2 . 2.00 11.0 . • 
No. 18, l . 1 1 _ 18.00 2.50 12.0I • . __ 

Total, 246,13i117i239 1$25.27 $2.21 20,1!106\22\ 10'$3,595 

Acton, 
Alfred, 
Berwick, , 
Biddeford, 
Buxton, 
Cornish, 
Dayton, 
Elliot, 
Hollis., 
Kennebunk, 
Kennebunkport, 
Kittery, . 
Lebanon, . 
Limerick, 
Limington, 
Lyman, 
Newfield,. 
North Berwick, 
Parsonsfield, 
Saco, . 
Sanford, 
Shapleigh, 
South Berwick, 
\'\

7 aterborough, 
Wells, 
York,· 

'Total, 

YORK COUNTY. 
14 
11 
18 
11 

9 9 $18.00 $2. 25 20.2 61 6 
7 10\' 17.80 2.05 27.4 4 6 

Hi 13 19.30 2.29 21.6 9 8 
13 19 23.00 2.28 19,5 12 4 

17 16 15! 18.fl4 2.03 21.9 6 11 
12 H.17 1.65 19.7 5 7 

5 2 5 8 20.80 l.'i5 19.6 1 4 
8 3 6 21.25 1.79 26.5 6 2 

13 3 9 11 15.41 1.70 16.5· 9 5 
12 1 9 15 20.50 1.86 21.8 7 6 
12 11 9 20.73 2.02 2.5.5 3 9 
13 fo 18 20.60 2.14 20.1 2 11 
21 11 16 18.00 2.00 16.6 lG 3 
10 10 7 16.10 1.64 21.4' 6 -1 
18 13 22 12.50 1.67 17.7j 12 16 
11 1 4 7 18.90 1.83 18.9 J 7 
10 7 13 18.64 2.00 18.0 3 7 
19 4 15 16.00 2.20 22.2 5 12 
18 l(i 18 16.7.5 1.501' 18.0 SI 10 

9 12 17 28.10 2.76 36.9 13 2 
18 13 15 15.70 2.09 19.o 8i 10 
15 8 8 rn.5.'i, 1.87 18.3 al 10 
15 2 10 1:3 19.00 2.60 22.3 3 10 
H 1 11 13 lfi.31 1.73 19.S 3 11 

15 H 17 20.3.i 2.17 20.81 9 G 
I 

1 

1 
2 

$750 
1,000 

375 

800 
500 

1,050 
1,100 

500 

GOO 
620 ]{I lG H 20.DG Ul-! 21.2 10

1 

9 

:1sGlu 251:J2cSi9.ou suln.2 ml19a'.1a's1,2::is 



Counties. 

Androscoggin, 
Aroostook, 
Cumberland, • 
Franklin, 
Hancock, 
Kennebec, 
Lincoln,. 
Oxford, . 
Penobscot, 
Piscataqms, 
Sag-adahoc, 
Somerset, 
Waldo, . 
Washington, 
York, 

Tohl, 

RECAPITULATION .-(TABLE II.) 
I Q;) Q;) 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ •,-t rxi t7.l ~ ~ 

E-1 ~ ~ ~ Q;) :-::: ·a 
. ~ ~ ~ g g g ] ..0 

~ ~ ~ r..~ ~ t.II i:i::: ~ % 
Q;) c.;, ~ Q;) r:n. - - w ::;:$ 

izi ~ ! ti-.. ~Q;) C.... 0 0 ::;:$ O 
• ...._. ~ E-f o..c: Ii= 0. 0 O ~ IJ:: 
~ -~ ~ w ~ ~ ,... .::= ~ ~ -.~ .ti c-, ,$ Q;) 0 ~ ~. "t'n r:J1 00. ..-.. 0 
,-. w a:> ~ ~d ~,..... ""' 0 • 0 • """ .,.... ..-.. S ~,;. !i=W A "O t-< o,-. ,.cJ-< 

-~ A ~ a:> Ii= ,... 5:1 ~ • g g ~ g o ~ 
A C+,.i ~ r.. Q_)<i.) Q.),.C: Q.)W bJJ i:i-t rn.>-. W.:,... 
c..... 0 C+,.i I C+,.i b()~ l;,.()c.;, ~~ C+,.i c... c......,, ~...,, 
p" .e O o f m f ~ ~ ~ o O O ~ ...,, ~ 
o ~ o o ~ 6:1 ~E-1 ~ ~ o o o i:i-t ~ i:i-t 
Z ~ Z Z <q <q <t:l Z Z Z O 

188 --2-8 --133l-i921_$_1_9 .801-$1-. 7-1

1

1-1-9-.6 ---7-31·--1-091

1

--sl-$-.8-' ,3-2-51 

~;g 2~ 2~:I 3~i g:~i ~J~ ~I:1 1~t 1~~ !i 2,~ii1
1 ~~~ 2

~ iif
1

1 ~~~ ~1:i! i:~~ in 1ii1 i1~ ~
1

1 1,~ii
1

. 

360 12 222 429 20.39 1.86 19.51 210 143 6 2,050 
297 rn 236; 260 22.26 I.85 19.31 112 169 81! 3,888 
372 25 239 360 15.53 1.61 17.6 142 201 13 4,905 
375 33 210 498 20.58 2 08 18.5 1911 190 16 8,329 
149 4 601 151 18.91 1.37 18.1 52 82 4 678 
98 1 82 118 24.33 1.96 20.6 65 47 G 5,400 

236 37 1621 310 19.53 1.91 17.3 122 169 16 8.760 
336 26 279 369 22 01 1.76 18.5 135 147 8 4,350 
246 13 1171 239 25.27 2.21 20.1 106 122 10 3,595 
350 14 251 326 19.09 UJ9 21.2 172 196 16 7,295 

-3-,9-65-21-1!-2-,s-59\-4-,1-37! $20.57 $1.90 -18-.9 1-,1-s2l-2,088i 12sl $62,808 

a 
0 
t::; 
r:::: 
0 
z 
m 

~ 
0 
0 
t"l rn 



Table III. 
ANDROSCOGGIN COUNTY. 

--~~-------------- -·-- -- -. ----------·------------

Auburn, 
Danville, 
Durham, • 

Towns. 

East Livermore, 
Greene, • 
Leeds, 
Lewiston, 
Lisbon, 
Livermore, • 
Minot, 
Poland, 
Turner, 
)Vales, 
Webster, 

Total, , 

I w 

I

I ~ 
~ 
w. ..... 
0 

11. i 
I ~ 1----------·-----

l 

l,207 506 463 747 593 528.0 ,44 
695 363 272 4371 378 325.0 .48 
7 58 386 270 54 7 712 341,0 .45 

• I 301 209 144 3141 211 111.5 .58 
• I 5131 276 200 3431 2721! 236.0 .46 

5581 286 229 349'1 297 263.0 .47 
1,359 698 536 670 5141 525.0 .39 

528 311 252 3691 3231287.5 .54 
603 397 311 5311 406 358.5 .59 
684 359 293 432i 351 322.0 .47 

1,074 414 327 4011' 321 324.0 .30 
975 552 435 694, 5281481.5 .49 
210 104 77 142 114 95.5 .45 
376J 266 183 253: 284 338.5 .63 

9,841: s,127 3,9921 6,2w 1 5,304: 4603.oi .48 

AROOSTOOK COUNTY. 
Amity, 

1261 88 44 63' 541 49.0J .38 
Hodgdon, 402 274 179 1881 141, 160.0 .39 
Houlton, 757 363 284 407 327 305.0 .39 
Linneus, 

3061 122 103 1511 llO 101.5 ,33 
Masardis, 60 25 20 I 20.0 .33 
Monticello, • 109 72 1 53 53.0 .48 
New Limerick, 89 53 41 25[ 22 31.5 .37 
Smyrna, 72 1 35 11 s;I 2 6.5 .08 
Weston, 185 123 81 62 71.5 .38 
Bancroft, 74 29 

211 I 21.0 .28 
Belfast Academy Grant, 134 

'102! I3enedicta, 170 86 52 70, 61.0 .35 
Bridgewater, 266 189 ll4 

• 261 ~ 20! 

114.0 .42 
Crystal, 79 53 43 31.6 .37 
Dayton plantation, , 
Golden Ridge, 130 36 22 39 30 26.0 20 
Hancock plantation, 
Haynesville, 

295 

Leavitt, . 
Letter D, 226 72 59 115 98 78.5 34. 
Letter H, 2561 30 26 36 30 28.0 11 
.:Macwaho, 80 44 36 44 35 35.5 44 
Madawaska, 5801 121 87 851 63 75.0 12 



COMMCfN SCHOOLS . 

.AROOSTOOK CO"C.NTY, (Continued.) 

Towns. 

Moluncus, , 
Orient plantation, , 
Portage Lake, 
Presque Isle, 
Reed plantation, 
Salmon Brook, • 
Williams College Grant, 
No.11, . • 
Letter G, 

Total, , 

Baldwin, 
Bridgton, 
Brunswick, . 
Cape Elizabeth, 
Casco, 
Cumberland, 
Falmouth, • 
Freeport, 
Gorham, 
Gray, 
Harpswell, • 
Harrison, 
Naples, , 
North Yarmouth, 
New Gloucester, 
Otisfield, 
Portland, 
Pownal, 
Raymond, 
Scarborough, 
Sebago, 
Standish, 
Westbrook, , 
Windham, 
Yarmouth, • 

Total, , 

Avon, 
Carthage, 
ChesterYiUe, 
Farmington, 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 
44D 253 192] 2c1'i 209: 200.5\ .4o 

1,0.~s 551 423, 631 501 1 462.0 .44 
1,826 1,03G 77;31I 1,n5\I 8f)0 1 831.5, .44 

8\)5 3D8 305 554 4311 3G8.0 .41 
440 260

1 
IDS! 234 1841 191.0 .44 

70G 332

1 

2531 4e.51 374! 313.5 .44 
712 366 286i 4971 433' 35D.5 .50 

,,:.:: m1 m1, ~~~ 1 m
1

: HH ::: 
5!)4 3081 227 442 321 274,0 .46 m 

0

322

1 

0

2531 354 
0

279
1 

2GG.O .57 

4JO 210 1501 321 24?1 l. 97.~ ,45 

m m1 m1 mi ii7 i~~:~ :!t 
8,318 3,5t>7'II 2,585, 3,3:JO 2,554,

1

2569.5 .31 
437 216 173j 3D5[ 330 251.5

1 
.57 

5041' 285 208 306 2431' 225.5 .44 
707 421 318i 552! 445 381.5 .54 
352 23G 179j 204! 148 163.5 .52 
825

1 

469 347i .536[ 40f 375.0 .46 
1, 710 851 651 1 936 1 74oi 695.5 .41 

950 531 4041 641! 5101 457.0 .48 
\ C77 288

1 

202; 368! 2911 2.iG.6
1 

.36 

\ 2;;,.1sul 12,845! 9,G02 14,784 11,s11 110,:-;eo; .45 

. FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

I 
27'.J llDI 881 2391 1671 143.01 .51 
1C3 7!_)1 50 1 127 97 88.0 .54 
418 }D;';I l,14\ 32.t 272i 21:3.0: .47 
U!JU sni 440 ml 617; 528.5', .53 



SUPERINT:liiNDENT'S REPORT, 

FRANKLIN COUNTY, (Continued.) 
-c=========-c ~~-~~-===·=====--==·-===·==-=========== 

Freeman, 
Industry, 
Jay,. 
Kingfield, 
Madrid, • 
New Sharon, 
New Vineyard. 
Phillips, 
Salem, 
Strong, 
Temple, 
,veld 
Wilt~n, 

Towns. 

Bloomfield plantation, 
Jackson plantation, . 
Letter E, 
Rangely, 
No. 4, 
'.No. 6, 

Total, • 

Amherst, 
.Aurora, 
BluehiU, 
Brookline, 
Brooksville, . 
Bucksport, 
Ca11tine, 
Deer Isle, 
Dedham, 
Eastbrook, 
Eden, 
Ellsworth, 
Franklin, 
Gouldsborough, 
Greenfield, 
Hancock, 
Mariaville, • 
Mount Desert, 
Orland, 
Otis, 
Penobscot, 
Sea ville, "" 
Sedgwick, 
Sullivan, 
Surry, 

0 

s II -~ 0 • 

~; J5 !,1J ;:::: M t.!.i :~ 
@ ~ 1. ;a . ~0 

;; § o r'3 
] i I ]'3 i ~{ ~-§ ~s 
~ ~ ~ ~ ] :§ ,,; ~ ] ·: ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~g oa5 os10 orJ3 ~~ ~o 

! o o .g Z t o ] I z ... z .s s z z Zoo oa Zo C)CD P-::;:: .... <I> 

; ~ $ t: ~ a ~ ~ \ ~] ~ eo ~ ~ 
! o 0 0 I 0 ::l oa, t:~ ~i::i ,,.....Cl 
\ ..Cl ~ .c. I p,-00 ..Cl+> P-,..... o ~ ~ ll:= 

_______ 1 ~ • ::::: .,q i::: I .,q ~ ~ _ 
1 2721 135

1

1 llO 249\ 1871' 148.5 ,54: 
3CO'i

1 

175 130 2781 240 185.0 .51 
G52 3681 269 464[ 366 317.5 .48 
284 145 128 207 179 153.5 .54 
1941 9!) 71 174 135 103.01 .53 
G26 3191 242

1 

507 395 318.5 .50 
257\ llO 88 195 138 113.0 .43 

ii 711'. 2971 2031 594 392 2U7.51 .41 
I 163' 94 75 130 94 84.51 .51 

• I 3 541. 182 133 1 317. 2,16 189.51 .53 
soo; H10 1181 181\ 1461127.o .42 
396!' 229 1561 s 26 I 25s 204.5 .51 
691 434 3531 668, 524 438.51 .63 
138i 41 33 201 18 1 25.51 .18 

69, 10 8

1 

. I . 8.0

1

1 .11 

:';:\ : 55 : 511 : 431 : 40 ~5,51 t 
7,540] 3,7771 2,9001 5,8191 4,50G!sn2.o; .46 

HANCOCK COUNTY. 
122 85 68 

114i 
861 77.0f .6S 

82 55 36 20 17 26.51 .32 
839. 499 377 574 4561 416.51 .50 
466: 303 248 343 377 312.5! .67 
588' 341 242 387 292' 267.o/ .45 

1,4801 845 595 647 49.51 .54..5.0i .36 
519 366 237 426 320 278.51 • .53 

1,774' 1,123 742 l,039 878 810.0 .45 
262 112 105 175 148 126 . .5 .48 

7.5 6.5 62 75 70 66.0 .88 
.509 269 213 412 325 219.0 .41 

1,90.5 
337 
670 404 307 330 263 285.0 .42 
12,5 95 7.5 74 .50 62 . .5 .50 
417 247 200 247 1871 193.5 .46 
189 13.5 114 128 94 79.0 .41 
346 122 10.5 264 216 160.5 .46 
741 468 293 427 420 356 . .5 .48 

68 38 28 19 14 21.0 .30 
743 41.5 299 511 58.5 442.0 .59 

72 

3:~1 

3.5 54 43 39.0 .54 
578 287 392 312 299 . .5 .51 
292 202 169 209 180 174.5 • .59 
.561 337 219 364 231 22a.o .34: 



COMMON SCHOOLS. 

HANCOCK CO-C-NTY, (Continued.) 

rn r~ M I~ ~o ~ • .Sr,; 
~ ~!) ;; • gi ;; ~ '3 i~ 
~ ;s ] '3 ;s § ~ ~ ~ ~~ 
~ § . ~ ~ § ~ g ''"' w. .! 0 

: ~ "§ ~ ~ ~] : ~ ~o~ ~ ~ 
z z~ ~

0
s z..o ~ ~ ~i "'""CD 

Towns. 

'3 I ~ El I ~ ~ I $ Ji ~~ .: 'd .; ] 
fl fiS >rI1

1\~2'\'f,::::= ~8 ~!:=: 
;::: ;::: <rl ;::: <t1 ,..,. p:; 

-----·-------------;-----1--1 __ ----· 
G26\ 344 312\ 2821 250 281.0 -44 Tremont, 

Trenton, 
Waltham, • 
Swan Island, 
Wet more Isle, 
No. 7, 
No. 10, 
No. 33, 

Total, • 

Albion, 
Augusta, 
Belgrade, 
Benton, 
Chelsea, 
China, 
Clinton, 
Farmingdale, 
Fayette, 
Gardiner, 
Hallowell, 
Litchfield, 
:Manchester, , 
Monmouth, . 
l\fount Vernon, 
Pittston, 
Readfield, 
Rome, 
Sidney, 
Vassalboro',, 
Vienna, 
Waterville, • 
Wayne, 
West Gardiner, 
Windsor, 
Winslow, 
Winthrop, 
Clinton Gore, 
Unity plantation, 

Total, 

581\ 351 2()51 400 307 302.0 .51 
129i 80 GO 1251 84 72.0 .5~ 
186! 127 89 1241 101 95.0 .51 
1741 128 11? 132 117 11~.5 .65 

4G 30 2D , , 2o.0 .54 
1271 17[ 12 • • 12.0 .09 

28 281 20 • • 20.0 .71 

, lG,317\ 8/.238\ 3,9rnl 7,814j G,750 (;S83.0 49 

KENNEBEC COUNTY. 
637i 

3,477[ 

m1 
485 

1,175 

1;4231 1,043 1, 730 1;2101 nic.5 
3001 243 496 409 376.0 
325 245 271 291 268.0 
263 :.:10 253 207 208.5 

.32 

.48 

.52 

.41 

7G6 403 305 532 393 349.0 .45 
408 209 138 238 2001169.0 .41 
385 178 144 299 246 195.0 .51 

1,849 942 705 1,099 859 782.0 .4-2 
1,066 568 455 563 450 452.5 .42 

790 454 353 570 450\ 401.5 ,51 
312 116 90 189 158 1112,1.0 .39 
593 341 277 375 311 294.0 .49 
487 214 179 369 2931 236.0 ,49 

1,090 605 454 731 594 524.0 .48 
583 254 198 430 349 278. 5 .4 7 
327 1731 123 261 1851 154.0 .47 
7 48 422\ 340 548 4571 3 98.5 .53 

1,284 733, 537 943 660 5!1)8.5 .46 
360 1251 93 286 222 157.5 .43 

1,645 7791 578 873 698 638.0 .39 
5:rn 287 209 424 346 277.5 .52 
513 2571 181 3 27 2G8 224.5 .44 
674 361 287 504 3951 341.0 .51 
146 439 338 477 4001 369.0 .49 
716 424 333 495 3791 356.0 .49 
85 33 301 61 50 40.0 .47 

~-----~ ,201~~ .62 

23,057) 10,633: s,988! 1s,310[ 10, 70019854.oj .46 



Alna, 
Boothbay, 
Bremen, 
Bristol, 
Cushing, 
Damariscotta, 
Dresden, 
Edgecomb, 
Friendship, 
Jetforson 
Newcastl~, 
N obleborough, 
Rockland, 
St. George, 
Southport, 

Towns. 

South Thomaston, 
Thomaston, 
Union, "r al do borough, 
,varren, 
Washington, 
Westport, 
Whitefield, 
,viscasset, 
l\Iatinicus Isle, 
Monhegan Isle, 
Muscle Ridge plantation, 
Patricktown plantation, 

Total, 

Albany, 
Andover 
Bethel, ' 
Brownfield, 
I3uckficld, 
Byron, 
Canton, 
Denmark, 
Dixfield, 
:Fryeburg, 
Gilead, 
Grafton, 
Greenwood, • 
Hanover, 
Hartford, 
Hcbr,on, 

fi UPERINTE~DE.NT'S REF ORT. 

LI~COLN coeNTY. 

311! 200j 170 2351
1 

H)2j 18G.0 .53 
1,093 6:"i21 49i 75G C06: ri42.5 .49 

338 2111 180 223 187' 183.S .54 
1,271 67:jj 513 820 6011 5.i7.0 .43 

350 1G2: 129 212 .1511 1-40.0 .43 
588 3,"\3 J 

58!.ll 230' 160 3\lO 285; 222.5 .38 
532 233: 157 320 230, 193.5 .36 
2n1I 161 119 169 123: 123.5 .43 
8981 510: 3.1\) 5891 423/ :186.0 .43 
821 407, 2!)1 503. 3:Jl1 :341.01 .41 
600 1 3Gli 308 37± 1 312 ::no.o .51 

2,irncl 
I I I 

1,ou1 °5so! 440 'ens 5271 483.5 .47 

n~,1 2~~1 l~~r ~~~I i~~ m:i1 :j~ 
1,1G2 5961 4:nl 6761 5271 479.0: .41 

7:Hj .2GGI 1771• .4771· 395 28.6.0
1

1, .39 
1,m, I 

9321 546 421 6741 °5271 474.01 .51 
70;"\: 35D/ 265 1 4

2
8
6

~

1

1 3461 300.5j .43 
334 170, l,i2 " 2221 187.01 .56 
8'10 512[ 3711 581 4::iO[ 410.51 .50 
883: 420 251 1 410 1 277! 2G4.0[ .30 
110 3Gi 2G' co! 4Gi 36.o· .33 

43 231 20 401
1 

30 25.oi .59 
44 41' :1:JI • • I :1:1.0, .75 

2H 401 32 Hl6
1 

143
1 

87.51 .36 

20,210 8,910: 5,746 9,690: 7,43t)'. G609.0i .45 

OXFORD COUNTY. 

341 
274 

8711 538 
6841 
1381 
:rnol 
ml 
440.1 71!.l 
143 

31 
4081 
122 
4561 
345i 

251 
187[ 
439 
288 1 

351: 
!)8 

249 1 

331 j 

2571 
351 
sci 
17i 

Hl9: 
65 1 

26111 
187 

20! 
134[ 
3461 
195. 
269 

79 
188 
247 
200 
271 

21 
15 

149 
49 

202 
144 

25 
234 
692 
344 
446 
102 
314 
34$ 
273 
268 
139 

26 
273 

92 
385 
235 

19.0f 
1.52.51 
447.S 
271.fi 
312.0 

82.0 
21G.O 
255.5! 
226.0 
274.0 
64.0 
18.0 

176.0 
62 .. 5 

250.0 
167.0 

.'i9 

.54 

.51 

.50 

.46 

.59 

.55 

.57 

.51 

.38 

.45 

."58 

.43 

.50 

.55 

.48 

• 
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OXFORD COUNTY, (Continued.) 
========================== ==============.===:::::::;======= 

·1,b/.J~s:1~

1 1~9 
t 1 .£ 00 
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_g ;a A oo I ~ci s:1 . rn_g ~~ 
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U1 ~ ....... .,; ce~ ...., do c, s:10 
""' - <) I ..... ui ~ '"' d • 0 ':8 c,r.11 ,:a,..... c,O ~!; ClO 

0 0 ~ z 8 0 g z ~ 8 .s s z 
Z Zt:3 ci9 1z~ oci >> <+-<<i> 

Towns. 

_g ] s ~~ I] E t:~ h ~i 
is:= ~ <t1 I::::: <t1 ~ ~ 

Hiram, 
Lovell, 

$ ~ I-< ;f s I Cl c3 tt~ d; I ~ 0 

·---------,--1-------·--------
. I 511[ 273

1 

1991 300I 2401 219.51 .43 

Mason, 
Mexico, 
Newry, 
Norway, 
Oxford, 
Paris, 
Peru, 
Porter, 
Roxbury, 
Rumford, 
Stow, 
Stoneham, • 
Sumner, 
Sweden, 
Waterford, 
Woodstock, . . 
Andover North Surplus, 
Franklin plantation, . 
Fryeburg Academy Grant, . 
Hamlin's Grant, 
Letter B, 
Milton plantation, 
No. 5, R. 1 and 2, • 
Riley, 

Total, , 

Alton, 
Argyle, 
Bangor, 
Bradford, 
Bradley, 
Brewer, , 
Burlington, • 
Carmel, 
Carroll, 
Charleston, • 
Chester, 
Clifton, 
Corinna, 
Corinth, 
Dexter, 
Dixmont, 
Eddington, , 
Edinburg,_ , 
Enfield, 
Etna, 

• 5691 365 282i 389 3021 341.0 ,59 
• 45[ 31 25 32 26 2.5.5 ,56 
, 203\ 131 92 146 103 97.5 ,48 
• 17111 1.50 111 174 136 123.5 .72 
, 716 291 220 570 428 324.0 .45 
• 585 2!)2 226 370 293 259,51 .44 

1,0021 633 497 722 5541 525.5 .52 
450 254 188 339 257 222.5 .49 
491 282 205 314 23 2,, 43 7 .5 ,89 

861 33 25 63 52 38,5 .44 
5531 311 292 408 335 313.5 .57 
215 149 125 192 166 145.5 .67 
170 82 59 124 81! 70.0 .41 
4651 230 182

1

\' 383 290
1

1 236.0 .51 
2911 155 123 205 160 141.5 .48 

1ii1
1 

m m ~~?
1 

m1
1 

~t~:~ J~ 
38 261 13 13.0 .34 

1151 76 54 531 40 47.0 .41 

. 401 30 18 • 401 29 23.5 .59 
1011 30 25 6211 50 37.5 .37 

861 40 25 651 56 40.5 .4 7 

~I~~~~_:~ 
13,933i 7, 730 5,ss, 7, u.l ,,su 6825.o .51 

PENOBSCOT COUNTY. 
172 1241 103 66 53 78.0 .45 
144 1091 92 40 33 62.5 .43 

5,510 3,560: 2,696 4,112 3,048 2872.0 .52 
642 4351 310 514 365 337.5 .53 
359 
927 4761 362 608 484 423.0 .45 
230 170 126 127 99 112.5 .49 
543 272 196 321) 263 229.5 .42 
199 119 83 106 77 80.0 .40 
578 321 

2531 432 375 314.0 .54. 
157 103 58 . 53 48 53.0 .34 
132 87 80 98 70 75.0 .56 
742 390 307 491 406 365,5 .49 
660 4'16 353 545 458 405.5 .61 
861 553 440 612 512 476.0 .55 
710 374 277 478 

m 
330.5 .46 

3131 
192 149 277 190.0 .61 

30 231 21 17 15 18.0 .60 
177 901 661 92 73 69.5 ,39 
337 207: 154! 232 184 169.0 .50 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 

PENOBSCOT COUNTY, (Continued.) 

Ex(;ter, 
Garland, 
Glenburn, 
Greenbush, 
lfampden, 
Hermon, 
Holden, 
Howbnd, 
lIULlson, 
Kenduskeag, 
Lagrange, 
Lee,. 
Levant, 
Lincoln, 

Towns. 

Lowell, 
Mattarniscontis, 
Maxfield, 
Milford, 
Newburg, 
Newport, 
Oldtown, 
Orono, 
Orrington, 
Passadumkeag, • 
Patten, 
Plymouth, 
Springfield, , 
Stetson, 
l\fattawarnkeag, 
Nickertow, 
Woodville, 
Veazie, 
l'attagumpus, 
J!'i ve Islands, 
No. 3, IL G, 
No. 4, R. 1, 
No. 5, 
No. G, R. 3, 
No. 7, R. 3, 

Total, 

Abbott, 
Atkinson, 
Barnard, 
Blanchard, 
:Bowerbank, . 
Brownville, . 

s ~ I ::s k ~ .Srn 
~ w ~ ,... ~ §.:!i 1

1 
rnE 

~ ~) ;-EJ. igi ;; ::,o ~] 
,.d;;; §~ ~ ~00 t1-1]l"'c.> 
o .:: ""'o O ""',_. oo ~m 

Ul c, -+"0 0 +>0 •.-<WI·""' 
<:;...< :1:;!f al..Q :!5 • ...: dS! "''"' oo 
O d O :::i~ d..:::: o'o> ?:!lo ~ • 

o ~i z~ cg z~ ~."§ sz i ~Ps i; ~~ ~-~ ~~ ]i 
~ .... ~Cl..l ].S ~~1~~ -"'!::= 

~---. -I ~8ooi ~ 350' ...:: 290/' i:= c3oll ...:: 580 ~3:i.0
1 

~.54 
. • 575 291 228 401 335 281.5 .49 
• ' 3641 2091 1601 220\ Hi9

1 

164.5 .45 
. • 2271 13-i 931 52, 42 67.5 .29 
• , 11,391

1 

72-il\ 524 9231 718, G21.0 .45 
, , 6GOI 31G[ 2201 388

1 
313[ 2G6.5 .40 

, • 311 1G5 120 201 148, 134.0 .43 
• 61\ 611 47 . I 47.o .11 

I 
3G5, 143 152 190 149 1,)0.5 ,41 
402 1 2811 204 324 274 239.o .59 
225\ 14-! 1 111 l8G

1

i 140 1 125.5 .56 
3,>2[ 197

1 
145 260!' 188 lGG.5 .47 

5301· 318 237 355 284 2G5.6 .50 
581 39li 289 341 258

1 

273.6 .47 
1821 12] 72 60

1 

47i ~9.61 .33 

~tf 1~t1 i~
1 

J :,J ,ii:~1 :Ii 
5931 3431 219 4441 347' 3ti3.ol .61 
4381 2;i3; 1791 370i 2911 236.0i .53 

1,412: 73'll1 
530 1,2241 972

1

• 701.0\ .Ml 
925! 587 456\ 5H! 4GG1

1 

4Gl.O'I .49 
8301 487 3 711 557 ! 460 415.5 .60 
1n1 88 1s: 113' 8n] s1.ol .71 
202: 14"11 

1
1!

1
3
61 2

10
73

01
1
' 7\J1 9G,O .47 

408 23G 2141 195.01 .48 
3121 12-!\ GOi 125: GO GO.O, .19 
3371 2411 20G! 286

1 

2G2l 234.0 .69 
108, 40, 331 • I I 33.0 .SI 

~,J :,J ,,.I :259 "rnr.] IGo.o .<7 

• 28

1

! ! . '"I ,.
1 

24.0 .85 

: ::1 :: ::, "
0

1 "I :::: ::: 
27,65415,GWi 12,G22 18,326, 14,452! 13G32.i~o 

PISCATAQUIS COUNTY. 
301 
363 

54 
89 
68 

287\ 

163 
220 
45 
45 
23 

154 

131\ 

1G71 
35 

531 
14 

120[ 

236 
27-! 

51 
52 

ml 

157.5[ 
19\.l.O! 

35.01 
47.5i 
28.01 

129.5 

.52 

.55 

.65 
,53 
.41 
,45 



Dover, • 
Elliotsville, • 
Foxeroft, , 
Guildford, , 
Greenville, • 
Rilmanock, • 
Kingsbury, 
Monson, 
Milo, 
Orneville, 
Parkman, , 
Sangerville, , 
Sebec, 
Shirley, , 
Wellington, . 
Williamsburg, 
No. 2, R. 5,. 

Total, • 

Arrowsic, 
J3ath, 
Bowdoin, , 
Bowdoinham, 
Georgetown, 
Perkins, 
Phipsburg, • 
Richmond, . 
Topsham, 
West Bath, , 
Woolwich, 

Total, , 

Anson, 
Athens, 
Bingham, 
Bloomfield, 
Brighton, • 
Cambridge, • 
Oanaan, 
Concord, 
Cornville, 
Detroit, 
Embden, 

COl\E\10N SCHOOLS. 

PISCATAQVIS COUNTY, (Continued.) 

Towns. 

OO j ~ I J M ~ • t~ 
-~ ~o ;a t,o ;g s~ c:l O 
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ml407 289 ~ 463 376.o -:7s 
3G! 15 12 4 4 8.0 .22 

397i 194 152 277 225 188.5 .47 
382 17± 122 280 2261174,0 .45 

89 89 66 59 55 60.5 .68 
155 78 68 79 70 69.0 ,45 

82 47 36 64 53 44.5 ,55 
276 177 123 112 9_ 51

1 109,0 .39 
439 219 17(; 289 2331 204.5 .47 
176 97 771 123 1031 90.0 .51 
484 213 173 382 .3061 23fl.5 .49 
578 
478 269 152 342 2f!01· 221.0 ,46 

96 67 51 75 63 57.0 .59 
24fl 171 126 164 133 129.5 .53 

64 65 53 25 23! 38.0 .59 
• I 16. 161 12 . • I 12.0 - .75 

I 5,9381 2,948i 2,218 3,GS8J 2,9so, 2G11.5l ,51 

SAGADAHOC COUNTY. 
150 88r 62 122 • 93) 77.5 

3600 817[ 628 817 62811256.0 
717 4131 311 555 437! 374.0 

1013 548 355 606 475J 415 0 
541 202 162 307 2461 204.0 

820 • • , . 

.52 

.30 
.52 
.40 
.36 
.68 . rn 15 14 15 12

1

13.0 

884 575 414 705: 496 405.01 .45 
619 337 238 431 33~) 288.5 .46 
2G4 142 112 179 13 7 124,.J .4 7 
50!) 268 1931 372 3101251.5\ .49 

I 9,23G 3,3801 2,470] 4,o74l 3,154 2762.o Ai 

SOMERSET COUNTY. 
8551 «II 352 649 543 447.5r .52 
625 417 344 380 322 233.0 ,53 

'"I 133 90 247 202 146.01 .421 
54G 304 206 407 359 282.5 .51 
325 168 135 213 143 139.0 ,43 
179• 78 62 153 108 85.01 .47 

~341 439 355 634 503 429.0 ,51 

4721 257 194 315 247 220.5 .46 
242 101 72 206 169 120.sj .49 
405 2101 154 302 228 191.0/ .47 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 

SOl\1,iRSET CffCNTY, (Continued.) 
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. I 9771' GlO 476 694 568 522.0 .63 Fairfield, 
Harmony, 
Hartland, 
Lexington, • 
Madison, 
:Mayfield, 
Mercer, 
Moscow, 
N cw Portland, 
Norridgewock, 
Palmyra, 
Pittsfield, 
Hipley, 
St. Albans, 
Skowhegiin, 
Smithfield, 
Solon, 
Starks, 
Flag Staff, . . • 
No. 1, R. 2, W. IC:R, 
No. 1, R, 3, E. K. R, 
:Nu. 1, R. 3, W. K, R, 
Forks, • 
No.2,R.2,. . 
l\Toose River plantation, 
Nu. 4, 

Tot1I, • 

Appleton, 
Belfast, 
Belmont, 
Brooks, 
Burnham, 
Camden, 
:Frankfort, 
Freedom, 
Hope, 
Isles borough, 
Jackson, 
Knox, 
Liberty, 
Lincolnville, 
Monroe, 
Montville, 
Morrill, 
North Haven, 

• 4181 183 130 248 177 153.5 .39 
• 425 274 212 341 268 2!0,0 .56 
• 2G5j 188 14'il 234 20tJ 177 ,0 .(i7 

634! 507 401 48!: 37E- 389.5 .61 
391 24 20 U 1( 18.0 .48 

4151
1 

225 184 32: 2G'.1 224.0 ,54 
262, 122 99 l4t 12] 110.0 ,42 
~2'.I 2?5\ 20f 47: 3~~ 293 .. 0 .47 
116 3::i71 271 46. 360 318.0 .44 
707f 418 32f .JS 371 3!8.5 .49 
5,111 359 267 34~ 273 270.0 ,50 
280 202 14-1 20:; 174 159.0 .56 
7641 50G 337 57\J 470 403.5 .54 
787 41'.l 318 48t 355 336.5 ,43 
322 151 12U 2Gl 20C 163.0 .51 
5381 332 2:it 45;) 369 318.5 ,59 
5901 17\1 14!J 511 477 313.0 .53 
47( 4l 3:1 58 45 39,0 .81 
G3 3'. 32 / 32.01 .51 
94 5~ 47 28 . 211 34.0' .37 

. 101 38.0 .58 65 
63 
56 
511 

H,867! 8,07 

60 10 

I 
---· __ . __ i __ --
6,907110,269\ 8,375: 7185.0 .51 

WALDO COUNTY. 
70( 411 322' 536: 430: 37C.0 .54. 

219F 1184 857i 13991 1069! 9G3.0 ,43 
38l 245 187 1 260: 2011 194.0 .50 
460 31G 241 1 

357f 2891 2G5.0 .58 
300 192 1d 223, Hi3 152.5 .58 

17\lt' 1370 uooi 940[ 7511 925.5 .51 
201:) 121G 968 14271 11031035.5 .51 

3G~ 200 155 300 1 2381 1%,5 .53 
471 291 234 3461 2891 2Gl,5 .55 
46~ 238 178 345 2671 222.i) .48 
34(< 2i)G 187 288 206 196.5 ,56 
437 248 181 366 2.55 218.0 .49 
452 247 176 345 278 1 227.0 .50 
84! 486 401 750 624 512.5 .61 
740 429 342 563 442 392.0 .53 
715 475 303 500 405 354.0 .49 
274 184 157 230 205 181.0\ ,66 
381 216 162 30~ 269 215.5 ,5G 



COMMON SCHOOLS. 

WALDO COUNTY, (Contin.d.) 
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Towns. 
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502 250 200 3 20 25oJ 225.o .45 Northport, 

Palermo, 
Prospect, 
Searsmont, 
Searsport, 
Swanville, , 
Thorndike, , 
Troy, 
Unity, , 
Vinall).aven, • 
Waldo, 

Total, • 

Addison, 
Alexander, . 
Baileyville, . 
Barbg, 
Beddington, 
Calais, 
Centerville, • 
Charlotte, 
Cherryfield, , 
Columbia, 
Cooper, 
Crawford, 
Cutler, 
Debloig, 
Dennysville, 
East Machias, 
Eastport, 
Edmunds, • 
Harrington, , 
Jonesborough, 
Jonesport, 
Lubec, 
Machias, , 
Machiasport, 
Marion, 
Marshfield, • 
Medybemps, 
Milbridge, 
Northfield, , 
Pembroke, • 
Perry, 
Princeton, 
:Robbinston, , 

632 2U9 238 462 406 322.0 .51 
1,252 838 664 953 757 710.5 .56 

604 392 315 443 363 339.0 .56 
1;0841 683 501 743 622 566.5 .52 

411 258 197 319 264 230.5 .56 
4!5 355 285 404 317 301.0 .61 
667j 40!) 312 608 466 380,0 ,58 
492 354 251 431 364 307.5 ,62 
6101 240 169 479 341 255.0 .42 

~i~~~~ 178,5 .56 

19,792112,587) 9,585 14,800 11, nol 10113, .54: 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 
5:!41 
2,>6 
170 
165 

40 
2,335 

89 
30·1 

r~.!1· 203 
l'..!8 
3821 

(i6 
207 
832 

1,778 
146 
399 
1G9 
390 

1,190 
C40 
543 

76 
130 
121 
520 
130 
896 
577 
148 
572 

265 
157 

133 
24 

1,194 
50 

185 
413 
332 
144 
105 
260 
45 

108 
452 
813 
120 
216 
164 
322 
607 
349 
365 

43 
82 
60 

342 
103 

4391 245 
116 
248 

217 
125 

84 
19 

91G 
46 

138 
337 
248 
102 

79 
166 

31 
80 

324 
504 

77 
167 
114 
2,89 
454 
285 
279 

29 
68 
30 

260 
97 

3171 
1851 
86 . 

Wll 

288 
97 
42 

118 
32 

1,185 
34 

143 
328 
238 
167 
108 
194 

90 
338 
806 

.2651 

159 
5621 
242 
368 

25 
53 
53 

204 

428 
319 
110 
339 

246/ 

~~1 
102 

231 l.)06 

321 
112 
2571 
169 
113 

72 
126 

64 
2321 

.5491 

_2021 

126 
4961 
182 
266 

13 
43 
46 

1681 
0

3371 
2301 
83 

252J 

232,5 
101.5 
37.0 
93.0 
21.0 

911.0 
39.0 

225.0 
297,0 
208.5 
107.5 

75,5 
146.0 
31.0 
72.0 

278.0 
526.5 

77.0 
184.5 
114.0 
207,5 
475.0 
283.5 
272.5 

21.0 
55.5 
38,0 

214.0 
97.0 

327.0 
207.5 
84.5 

207.0 

.43 

.39 

.22 

.56 

.52 

.38 

.44 

.74 

.42 

.39 

.53 

.59 

.38 

.47 

.34 

.33 

.29 

.53 

.46 

.61 

.53 

.39 

.44 

.50 

.27 

.43 

.31 

.41 

.74 

.36 
,36 
.57 
,36 

• 
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SUPJmINTENDENT·s REPORT. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, (Continued.) 

Towns. 

Steuben, 
~l'opsfie!J, 
Trescott, 
Wesley, 
Whitney, 
Whitneyville, 
JJig Lake, . , 
Codyville plantation, 
Danforth plantation, 
Jackson Brook plantation, • 
Lambert's Lake plantation, • 
'l'alhnadge, . 
Waite plantation, 
No. 7, R. 2,. 
No. H, R. 4,. 
No. 14, 
No. 14, E. D, 
No. 18, 

Total, 

Acton, 
AlfreJ, 
Berwick, 
Biddeford, 
Buxton, 
Cornish, 
Dayton, 
:Elliot, 
Hollis, 
Kennebunk,, 
Kennebunkport, 
Kitterv, 
Leban;n, 
Limerick, 
Limington, , 
Lyman, 
Newfield, 
North Berwick. 
Pttrsonsfield, ' 
Saco, 
Sanford, 
Shapleigh, 
South Berwick, 
Water borough, 
Wells, 
York, 

Total, 
D 
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I 4761 3G81 2G8! rn1; 155j 211.5 ,44 

I 
120! 82 211, GU' 201 20.5 .17 
3681 235 1571 82 1 45! 101.0 .28 

I 
136: 30 201 87! 5sl 39.o ,28 
209) 150 108J 871 651 86.5 .41 

[ :!lOi lHi 80: 1581 1181 99.0 .57 

1 
311 ! rn! 12, 12.0 .32 

I 

22
1 

22 n, 11.0 .77 
64

1 
4G 22' 22.0 .3.t 

31: I I s2 32 211 21.0 .84 

I ~- 7 22 181
! 18.0 .GG 

. 011 i 25 20 20.0 .65 
401 • • I . I . . . 
32 16J 13 13.0 .41 
6,31 49

1 

471 I 47.o .u 
C3 40 30 . i • 30.0 .4 7 

~1~~~l~i~~~ 
\ 15,243 10,12-1' 1,n31 s,6ss! 6, 765' 6851.0 .46 

YORK COUNTY. 
503 263 210 385[ 2081 254.0i .50 
607\ 285 214 273 189 201..5 .33 

l,1GG'1 486 399 557 402 400.5 .48 

i'.~~~i 1,068 802 997 728 765.0 .30 
568 442 741 587 514.5 ,44 

44i 
2901 

214 273 215 214.5 .48 

3301 139 108 189 153 130.5 .39 
C82 291 216 4C2 332 274.0 .40 
C3(i, !:~I 231 446 323 277.0 .43 

9G?f 347 534 3G9 358.0 .37 
1,04,11 551 376 317 234 305,0 .29 
l,Hi8f 616 417 725 523 470.0 .40 
1 0281 429 340 490 360 350.0 .32 

'5G51 1581 129 455 365 247.0 .43, 
825 473 395 5601 451 42:},0 .51 
532\ 2851 218 3881 279 248.5 AT 
5311 278 208 3761 288 248,0 .45, 
cHI 240 172 280 196 184.0 ,28 
876[ 399 307 584 482 399.5 .44 

1,9471 1,053 670 890J G27 648.5 .33 
884 456 323 557 411 3G7.0 .41 
5281 243 189 301 23G 212.5 .40 

1,0511 493 380 571 485 432.5 .41 
SSS 440 333 507 417 375.0 .42 

l,OG71 551 '374 723 499 436.5 .41 
1,1541 741 504 628 420 462,0 .41 
-·--1-1---
123,891: n,597 s,.518 13,209 9,869 9198,.5 .to, 



RECAPITULATION.-(TABLE III.) 
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Androscoggin, 9,841 5,127 3,992[ G,22\J' 5,304! 4,603.0 1

\ AR 
Aroostook, 5,241 l,\J45 1,367 1,639! 1,27}1 1,473,5 \ .30 
Cumberland, 25,4.86 12,945 9,602 14,784 11,5171 10,560.01 .45 
Franklin, 7 ,540 3,777 2,900 5,8H) 4,50G! 3,732.0 I .4G 
Hancock, 16,317 8,238 3,977 7 ,8141 6,750! G,58:-3.0 I .67 
Kennebec, 23,057/ 10,633 8,988 13,3701 10,700[ 9,854.0[ .46 
Lincoln, 20,210 8,910 5,746 9,690

1 

7,439l 6,609.0: .45 
Oxford, 13,9331 7,730 5,889 9,854 7,7481' 6,825.0') .51 
Penobscot, 27,554 15,G29 12,622 18,32G 14,452 13,G32.0 .50 
Piscataquis, 5,938: 2,948 2,218 3,688 2,9801 2,017.51 .51 
Sagadahoc, 9,2361 3.380 2,470 4,074 3,154 2,7G2.0I .45 
Somerset, . 14,8G7 8.071 6,907 10,269 6,375 7,185.01

1 

.51 
Waldo, . 19,792 12,587 9,5851 14,800 11,730 10,713.0 .54 
Washington, 15,245 10,124 7,1131 8,655 6,765 G,851.0 .46 
York, 23,8911 11,597 8,518 13,2091 9,869 9,198.5 .40 1 I I 

Total,. 238,248[ 123,641] 91,894[ 142,220 100,560
1 

\J2,198.5i .44 I 

Counties. 
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Table IV. 
A GRADUATED TABLE, sf10wing the comparati-ve a1nount of' ntoneys appt•opriared by the ,1Hfer{.~:at Couuticg iR tiic 

State Cor the.education oC each child, bchvcen tile ages oC Conr and 1,veuty-one yea1s. 

't;::q~ ,.d~ 00 1....::1 - g>, c..i'" 
c-:!<£c-:!' OP., I 'o"O . -+-' -~ 00 
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Counties I·,.:; ...o ...., 1, -~ .o 00 . ....., ,.. 
1 p... ~ ! ~ - ::S - d • 

" I ~ § i ~ ~ 0 I r.JJ C,) ~ ._, • I w -~ ·= A ~ 1 

11 
1 I Washington, 
21York, . 
3iSagadahoc,. 
41Penobscot, . 
5 Kennebec, . 
6/Androscoggin, 
7

1

Cumberland, 
8 Hancock, . 
9

1

0xford, . 
10 Lincoln, . 
11 Franklin, . 
12

1
Piscataquis, 

l3fWaldo, . 
14 Somerset, . 
151Aroostook, . 

Total for the State, 

i . ...,] JS: I; ; D 2 1· 'o ~ .; ~~I 'o ;g "'3 d O j 
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I $1 57i $25,001 20! $6,845 61: s1,352'. $33,204 811 $02,830 15,245 
1 541 37 ,390 20 5,384 30] I,945 1 44,719 501 76,110

1 

23,8\Hi 
1 521 15,477 oo 1,919 23[ 1,1211 1s,523 23\ 47 ,875', 9,2:m1 
1 49 45,204 00 8,806 25 2,334/ 56,344 251 140,335! 27 ,5541 
1 431 34,567 25 8,106 88 2,4021 45,076 13'1 95,340[ 23,057[. 
1 42 14,568 36 2,386 28 895· 17 ,849 64 32,220i 9 ,841 
1 41 46,372 00 7,344 46 3,0271 56,743 461139,690[. 25,4861 
1 38. 16,854 69 4,708 (}3 800 22,363 32 29,0201 16,3171 
1 33 14,179 38 5,686 03 1,7061 21,571 41 46,2001 13,933! 
1 30 23,161 00 4,917 561 3,285/ 31.363 56 55,525 20,210, 
1 29 9,385 00 2,390 901 1,116 12,891 9011 20.0201, 7,540, 
1 26 7,350 04 2,225 83 157 9,732 87 12,815! 5,938] 
1 24 24,648 54 4,894 43 2,855 32,397 971 45,1001 19,892! 
1 22 16,043 10 4,368 60 751! 21,162 70 4G,140' 14,7G7' 

94 2,812 00 1,404 54 911 4,307 541' 10,185! 5,2-Hi 1 __ 1 _______ 1______ f I 
I $1 35\ $333,019 761

1
$71,389 531$23,8431·$428,252 29 $8,o,oos 238,248; 
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Table 1i-" 
A GRAlll1ATED TABLE, showing the amount of scl1ool 1u011ey :l'ai!!Jed 

in each town in the State, per scholar; the ratio of the Ille n aver• 
a:,:e attendance to the whole No. of scholars; the per cent. of i;ichool 
money raised in each town in proportion to ihl valuation, expre!ilsed. 
in 1Dills and tenths, and the relative rant..s of the respective towns. 

1 Howland, 
2 Bangor, , 
21 Beddington, 
3 Otis, • 
4

1 
Vastine, • 

olSaco, • 
6 Princeton, • 
7 Passadumkeag, 
81 Buckfield, , 
8 Marion, , 
9 Grafton, , 

10 Pattagumpns, 
11 \Portland, 
121Aurora, 
13 Greenfield, , 
13 Veazie, 
14 Biddeford, 
15 Crawford, 
15 Hallowell, 
16 Dayton, 
17

1 
Q-reenville1 • 

18jBath, . 
l81Trescott, 
l91Perkins, 
201Eastport, 
21 Baring, 
22 Cooper, 
23 Holden, 
24 Eddington, , 
25 Manchester, 
26 Belfast, 
27 Belmont, 
27 Amherst, 
27 Maxfield, 
28 Farmingdale, 
28 Lewiston, 
28 Machias, 
28 Newcastle, 
28 I Scarborough, 
29 Gardiner, , 

Towns, 

<+-.. 
+~ 0 

t' o;l O 
§ . ~z 
s ~ i ;1 
'o O . ~ P-..cl 
0 ,.cl "O ~ ~ 

~~ j ;Ls 
;[ ~ hoo 
-t; as .;l "8 ~ .s 
g.~ ~ .~]~ 

.s'"' ~ ~->w,,., 

"-~~1~.2-
4.09 4 .77 
3.00 24 ,52 
3.00 25 .52 
2.98 45 .30 
2.89 23 .53 
2.82 43 ,33 
2.70 19 .57 
2.65 7 .71 
2.63 30 .46 
2.63 48 .27 
2.59 18 .58 
2.50 3 ,8) 
2.47 44 .31 
2.44 44 ,32 
2.40 26 .50 
2.40 29 .4 7 
2.37 24 .30 
2.34 17 .59 
2.34 .. 34 .42 
2.27 37 .39 
2.25 9 ,68 
2.22 24 .30 
2.22 47 .28 
2.21 9 .68 
2.14 46 .29 
2.12 20 .56 
1.97 23 .53 
1.93 33 .43 
1.92 15 .61 
1.92 37 .39 
1.91 32 .44 
1.88 26 .&O 
1.85 13 .63 
1.85 6 ,72 
1.84 35 .41 
1.84 37 .39 
1.84 32 .44 
1.84 34 .41 
1.84 22 .&4 
1.81 34 .42 

ii 
66 
51 
21 
83 
83 

4 
36 
39 
24 
16 
00 
80 
50 
29 
00 
81 
7 

82 
51 
53 
83 
10 
90 
52 
53 
18 
58 
49 
83 
76 
51 
57 
17 
79 
65 
~o 
70 
77 
80 

10.4 
4.2 
5.7 

lOA, 
2.5 
2.5 

16.4 
7.3 
6.9 
9.3 

11.4 
00.0 

2.8 
5.8 
8.0 

00.0 
2.7 

14.3 
2.6 
5.7 
5.5 
2.5 

13.1 
1.6 
5.6 
5.5 

11.0 
5.0 
5,9 
2.5 
3.2 
5,7 
5.1 

11.2 
2.9 
4.3 
2.8 
3.8 
3.1 
2.a 



30i Monmouth, 
30,Topsham, 
30

1 

West Batb, 
31! Baileyville, • 
31 • Oldtown, 
32' Brownville, • 
33 l\'1,_a1lison, • 
33. R'ribbinston, • 
34 Danville, 
341 Thomaston, • 
34' Wetmore, 
35 Readfield, 
35, Union, • 
S6j Cape Elizabeth, 
36! Damariscotta, 
37:Edinburg, • 
:n1 Rockland, 
3 7 I Shapleigh, • 
37; Whitneyville, 
381 Brunswick, • 
38 Vassalboro',. 
39; Acton, 
39;0rono, 
401 :;\,fount Vernon, 
40 Sidney, 
4li Amity, 

Towns. 

41: East Livermore, 
42. Yarmouth, 
43 Albion, 
43:Durham, 
431 Milford, 
4J, Woolwich, 
44! Denmark, 
44 1 Fayette, . Mi North Berwick, 
44' Williamsburg, 
45 Strong, 
46 Mayfield, 
46 Northfield, 
46 Turner, 
47 Cornish, 
4S Falmouth, 
48 Harrison, 
48 Unity, , 
49 Hamlin's Grant, 
49 Masardis, 
49 Paris, 
4\J Winthrop, 
50 New Vineyard, 
51 Lee~~, 
51 Patten, 
51 Webster, 
&:?. Alna, 
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I 1.79 30 .46 88 
1.79 29 .47 54 
1. 77 49 .22 13 
1. 77 27 .49 35 
1.7 4 31 ,45 45 
1. 73 15 ,61 70 
l. 73 40 ,36 43 
1.72 28 .48 64 
1.72 35 .41 81 
1.72 12 .65 55 
].71 29 .47 85 
1.71 37 .39 71 
1. 68 35 .41 57 
1. 68 60 
l.(i6 16 ,60 64 
1.(\6 60 
1.66 36 .40 67 
1.66 29 .47 6'7 
l.64 32 .44 81 
1.64 30 .46 75 
1.62 26 .50 70 
1.62 27 .49 51 
1.60 27 .49 75 
1.60 23 .53 82 
1.59 38 .38 9 
1.59 18 .58 76 
1.58 40 .36 91 
1.57 64 
1.57 31 .45 76 
1.57 34 ,42 73 
1.57 27 .49 85 
1.56 19 ,57 67 
1.56 25 .51 77 
1.56 47 .28 78 
1.56 17 ,59 63 
1.55 23 .53 75 
1,54 28 .48 2 
1.54 5 .74 29 
1.54 27 .49 73 
1.53 28 ,48 74 
1.52 26 .50 82 
1.52 19 .57 73 
1.52 14 ,62 76 
1.50 17 .59 19 
1.50 43 ,33 92 
1,50 24 .52 77 
1.50 27 ,49 87 
1.49 33 .43 50 
1.48 29 .4 7 72 
1.48 29 .4 7 44 
1.48 13 .63 80 
1.47 23 ,53 81 

2.9 
1.9 
5.4 

12.l 
7.4 
6.l 
3.8 
6.5 
4.4 
2.7 
5.i 
u 
3.'l 
5.1 
4.8 
4.{ 
4.8 
4.l 
4.1 
2.7 
3.l 
3.8 
5.7 
3.l 
2.6 

13.9 
3.2 
1.5 
4.4 
3.2 
3.5 
2.:l: 
4.1 
:u 
3.0 
4.5 
3.3 

IU 
8.0 
3.5 
3.4 
2.6 
3.5 
3.2 

10.S 
0.9 
3.1 
2.1 
5.8 
3.6 
6.t 
2.8 
2.7 



COMMON SCHOOLS. 

I 
I'+-, g~ I .:! 'O 

:>, +:>o o o A d • s~ ol (J;> (J;> 0 ..d..c: A MZ ~;::: 08~ 0 s i..: i ~~ '+--< 0 ~:-::::: 
ol 0 0 "§ e s 

00 :::: 

~,:; I 
..;+:> rn i:,.. A d 0,.d rel :::: 'd '+--< ..... 

,.d O :::: ,... (J;> (J;> o.::::::: Towns. o rn :::: ol O o rn 

I 
.E • 0 u, .... (J;>+:> 

t·~ = i= '"g :0 '+--< (J;> ~ S ~ rti 0;::. i:,.. .8 <D rn ol 

+:>'d .s '+--<::::;; .s ~] ~'§Ej 

ii :::: (J;> ool~ 
~;;,.,~~ 'u O ~ rn 

~ .;S ~..g "as,; (J;> ~ 0 § a·a A s .... d ~~ w. ol .... ..Cl +:>+:> 
-t1 ~ ~ ~ E-1 521 Elliot,-.----------- -----
1.47 3G .40 77 3.1 

52 Freeman, 1.47 22 .54 19 10.8 
52 Jonesborough, 1.47 10 .67 53 5,5 
52 Machiasport, 1,47 26 ,50 34 7,5 
52 New Sharon, 1.47 26 .50 79 2.9 
52 Sanford, 1.47 35 . 41 71 ·3 .• 
52 Stoneham, 1.47 35 .41 22 9.9 
52, Wesley, 1.47 47 .28 41 6.7 
53; Minot, 1.46 29 .47 75 3.3 
53 South Thomaston, l.4G 38 .38 76 3.2 
53

1 

Westbrook, . , l.4G 35 ,41 87 2.1 
54: Alton, , 1.45 31 .45 1 18.7 
54' Dennysville, 1.45 42 ,34 78 3.0 
54: Roxbury, • 1.45 32 ,44 31 7.8 
55: Kennebunkport, 1.44 46 ,29 79 2.9 ss: Livermore, . 1.44 17 .59 76 3.2 
55; New Gloucester, 1.44 32 .44 83 2.5 
55; Orrington, . 1.44 26 .50 74 3.4 
56: Avon, l.'13 25 .51 59 4.9 
561 Bridgton, 1.43 32 .44 76 3.2 
56

1 

Hampden, , 1.43 31 .45 61 4.7 
56 Jackson, . 1.43 20 .56 66 4.2 
561 South Berwick, l.43 35 .41 84 2,4 
561 Wales, l.43 31 .45 81 2.7 
571Mercer, 1,42 22 .54 68 4.0 
58j Dixmont, 1.41 30 .46 63 4.5 
58jLisbon, • l.41 22 .54 83 2.5 
58' Limerick, , 1.41 33 .43 84 2.4 
591 Addison, • 1.40 33 .43 72 3.6 
591 Cherryfield, . 1.40 35 .42 58 5.0 
591 Farmington, 1.40 23 .53 85 2.3 
59 Montvill~ • 1.40 27 .49 70 3.8 
59 Wells, 1.40 35 .41 73 3.5 
60 Barnard, 1,39 12 .65 58 5.0 
60 Carmel, 1.39 34 .42 39 6.9 
601 Kennebunk, 1.39 39 ,37 72 3.6 
601Lyman, 1.39 29 .47 82 2.6 
601Norway, 1.39 31 .45 77 3.1 
60 Salem, 1.39 25 .51 72 3.6 
60

1 
Standish, 1.39 31 .45 73 3.5 

60 Sullivan, 1.39 17 .59 71 3.7 
61 Argyle, 1.38 33 .43 27 8.8 
61 Carroll, l.:l8 36 .40 11 12,9 
61 Edmunds, 1,38 23 .53 70 3.8 
61 Perry, 1,38 40 .36 39 6.9 
61 Rome, 1.38 29 .47 52 5.6 
62 Monticello, • 1.37 28 .48 26 9.1 
62 Parsonsfield, 1.37 32 ,44 81 2.7 
62 Pittston, 1.37 28 .48 83 ~ 2.5 
62 Smithfield, 1,37 25 .51 51 5.7 
62 Trenton, 1.37 25 .51 64 4,4 
63\Benton, 1.36 24 .52 63 4.5 
63 Bucksport, 1.36 40 .36 76 3.2 
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G3 I Cambridge, • 1 1.3 G 29 .47 30 7 .9 
ti31 Greenwood,, 1.36 3;3 .43 20 10.5 
c;3: Hiram, l.3G 33 .43 GS 4.0 
(;3! Richmond, 1.36 31 ,4j 7D 2.9 
C:JilStarsmont, 1.36 20 .56 G7 4.1

41 G·1,.Mariaville, 1.35 35 .41 40 6.8 
G4jOrland, 1.3.'> 28 .48 72 3.6 
64

1 

Weston, 1.35 33 .38 27 8.8 
G5]Calais, 1.34 38 .38 C7 4.1 
65, Dexter UH 21 .55 65 (.3 
6.'>:D.ixficlj, U1 25 .51 70 3.8 
~~! Hartford, 1.34 21 .55 73 3.5 
C;>,I.Jay, · 1.H 28 .48 CD 3.D 
G5 Otisfield, I.31 28 .48 80 2.8 
(i5\ Whitefield, 1.31 2G .50 C9 3.9 
6Li: Bradley, I.3:3 00 .00 GO 4.8 
6G\ Eastbrook, 1.33 2 .88 78 3.0 
BC Etna, 1.33 26 ,50 27 8.8 
6C\ Limington, 1.33 25 .51 77 3.1 
CCIJ\forrill, urn 11 .GG 00 0.0 
GC1 Stetson, J.;33 8 .GD 51 5. 7 
6GI Windsor, 1.33 25 .51 74. 3.4 
671 Albany, 1.32 17 .59 46 G.2 
67iCornville, 1.32 30 .4G 79 2.9 
6711Iarmony, 1.32 37 .39 CG 4.2 
6,\rmlustry, 1.:12 25 .51 72 3.6 
{,7,Kingfiehl, 1.32 22 .54 57 5.1 
671Newport, J.32 23 .53 77 3.1 
G7

1

Solon, 1.32 17 .59 69 3.9 
cs\ AJ.frcd, J.31 43 .33 79 2.9 
u8 Andover, 1.31 22 .54 Gl 4. 7 
u8\Brcrnen, J.31 22 .54 67 4.1 
l8 Greene, 1.31 30 .4G 78 3.0 
CSllfarpswell, • 1.31 30 .4.6 84 2.4 
u8

1

1'emple, J.31 3'1 .42 54 5.4 
69 Brewer, , J.30 31 .45 77 3.1 
C9 Brooks, • 1.30 18 .58 70 3.8 
C9 Burlington, . 1.30 27 .4D 20 10.5 
69\ Warren, 1.30 25 .51 91 1.5 
C9

1 

Waterford, 1.30 3:3 .43 80 2.8 
69 Wilton, J.30 13 .C3 80 2.8 
69 York, 1.30 35 .41 . 79 2.9 
70 Amon, l.2D 24 .52 70 3.8 
70\Augusta, J.2D 28 .4.8 86 2.2 
70[ Bethel, 1.29 25 .51 GG 4.2 
70\Bowdoin, 1.29 24 .52 71 3.7 
701 Brooklin, 1.29 10 .G7 32 7.7 
70,Freedom, 1.29 23 .53 76 3.2 
70iGeorgetown, 1.29 40 ,36 6:3 4.5 
70 1 Lineolnville, 1.29 15 .lil 64 4.4 
70[Northport, . 1.29 23 .53 G4 4.4 
70 Nf;rridgewock, 1. 29 3 2 ,44 lll

1 
2. 7 

70:Scarsport, 1.29 24 ,52 ~ 2,7 
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70 Waldo, !I 1. 29 
71 Dover, 1 28 
71 Newfield, \

1

1:28 
71 North Yarmouth, 1.28 
71 Parkman, 1. 28 
7 ebec, 1.28 
71 tow, 1.28 
72 Chester, 1.27 
72 Chesterville, 1. 27 
72 Freeport, I. 27 
72 Prospect, 1,27 
72 Woodstock, 1.27 
73 Buxton, 1.26 
73 Foxcroft, 1.26 
73 Knox 1.26 
73 Litchfield, I. 26 
73 Medybemps, 1.26 
73 Monson, 1.26 
73 Weld, 1.26 
73 West Gardiner, 1.26 
73 Windham, 1.26 
74 Exeter, 1.25 
74 Garland, 1.25 
74 Gilead, • l,25 
7 4 Harrington, , I. 25 
7 4 Lexington, 1. 2,5 
74Naples, l.25 
74 Ripley, 1.25 
74 Rumford, 1.25 
7 4 Topsfield, 1. 25 
7 4 Waltham, 1. 25 
75 Abbott, 1.24 
75 Atkinson, 1.24 
75 Auburn, l.24 
75 Detroit, 1.24 
7 5 Frankfort, 1. 24 
75 Hodgdon, 1.24 
75 Jefferson, 1.24 
75 Lubec, 1.24 
75 Sumner., • 1.24 
7 5 Washington, I. 24 
75 Wayne, 1.24 
75 Wiscasset, 1.24 
76 Fairfield, 1.23 
76 Liberty, 1.23 
76 Mexico, l.23 
76 Peru, 1.23 
76 Porter, 1.23 
761Pownal, • 1.23 
76 Starks, 1.23 
77 Appleton, , 1.22 
77jBrownfield, • 1.22 
77 Hope, • • 1.22 

20 
28 
31 
31 
27 
30 
10 
42 
29 
33 
20 
24 
32 
29 
27 
25 
44 
37 
25 
32 
28 
22 
27 
31 
30 
10 
00 
20 
19 
50 
21 
24 
21 
32 
27 
25 
37 
33 
37 
25 
33 
24 
45 
23 
26 
28 
27 
1 

19 
23 
23 
26 
21 

.56 

.48 

.45 

.45 

.49 

.46 

.67 

.34 
,47 
.43 
,56 
.52 
.44 
.47 
.49 
.51 
.31 
,39 
.51 
.H 
.48 
.54 
.49 
.45 
,46 
.67 

.56 

.57 

.17 

.55 

.52 

.56 

.44 

.49 

.51 

.39 

.43 

.3,9 

.51 

.43 

.52 

.30 

.53 

.50 

.48 

.49 

.89 

.57 

.53 

.53 

.50 

.5.5 

58 
67 
75 
3 

56 
51 
51 

5 
67 
85 
64 
45 
73 
73 
67 
79 
38 
56 
54 
76 
79 
67 
55 
71 
63 
33 
64 
47 
71 
52 
70 
51 
64 
71 
49 
67 
28 
71 
47 
74 
47 
80 
89 
79 
62 
65 
55 
72 
86 
67 
66 
67 
72 

5.0 
4.1 
3.3 

17.1 
5.2 
5.7 
5.7 

15.6 
4.1 
2.3 
4.4 
6.3 
3.5 
3.5 
4.1 
2.9 
7.1 
5.2 
5.4 
3.2 
2.9 
4.1 
5.3 
3.7 
4.5 
7.6 
4.4 
6.1 
3.7 
5.G 
3.8 
5.7 
4.4 
3.7 
5.9 
4.1 
8.1 
3.7 
6.1 
3.4 
6.1 
2.8 
1.8 
2.9 
4.6. 
4.3 
5.3 
3.6 
2.Z 
4.1 
4.2 
4.1 
3,.Q 



77 \V aldoboro' 
78 Corinth, 
78 Glenburn, 
78 Hermon, 
78 \V atorville, 
78 W ollington, , 
78 Winslow, 
79 East Machias, 
79 Embden, 
7:f Orneville, 
79 Sweden, 
80 Bloomfield, 
80 Casco, 
80 China, 
80. Dresden, 
80 Gray, 
80 Sebago, 
80 Smyrna, 
80 \Vhitney, 
81 Bowdoinham, 
81 Bristol, 
81 Canton, 
81 Charlotte, 
81. Charleston, 
81. Hartland, 
81 llolfo, 
SJ: Newburg, 
81 North Haven, 
s1 • Steuben, 
81 Vienna, 
82 Cumberland, 
82 Lincoln, 
82 N obleborough, 
8 2. Palermo, 
82 Thorndike, 
8:1 Belgrade, 
8:J Bluebill, 
83. Hebron, 
8:l Kittery, 
83 Milton, 
83 Saint Albans, 
84 Brighton, 
84 Cushing, 
84 Eden, 
84 Hancock, 
84 Mll.rshfield, 
84 Milbridge, 
85 Boothbay, 
85 Columbia., 
85 Dedham, 
85Lovell, 
85 Swanville, 
85i Tremont, 
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·---.-i-1.22!00\--- --8-6 - --2.2 
, 11.21 I 15 ,61 CS 4.0 
. 1.21 i 31 .45 59 4.9 
• 1.21 I 36 .40 46 6.2 
. I 1.21 1. 37 .39 88 1.9 
, 1.21 : 23 .53 39 6.9 

1 1.21 I 27 .49 82 2.6 
I 1.20 ! 43 .33 77 3.1 
I 1.20 I 29 .47 73 3.,5 
I 1.20 25 .51 3G 7.3 
! 1, 20 28 .48 80 2.8 
I 1.19 25 ,51 82 2.6 
f 1.19 32 .H 74 3.4 
·1 1.19 00 77 3.1 

1. rn 38 .38 7 :"i 3.3 
1.19 34 .42 70 3.8 
1,1!) 2,1 .52 49 5.9 
1.19 51 .08 20 10.5 
1. rn 3.J .41 67 4.1 
1.18 36 .40 86 2.2 
l.18 33 .43 49 5.9 
1.18 21 ,55 76 3.2 
1.18 5 .74 30 7.9 
1.18 22 ,64 60 4.8 
1.18 20 ,5G 48 6.0 
1.18 33 .43 81 2.7 
1.18 15 .Gl 47 6.1 
1.18 20 .5G 54 6.4 
1.18 32 .44 61 4.7 
1.18 3:{ .43 74 3.4 
1.17 32 .44 86 2.2 
1.17 2H .47 5-i 5.4 
1.17 25 .51 79 2.9 
1.17 25 .51 45 .6.3 
1.17 10 .67 72 3.6 
1.lG 28 .48 7\) 2.9 
1.16 26 ,50 80 2.8 
1.16 28 .48 7-i 3.4 
l.lG 36 .40 76 3.2 
1.16 29 .47 23 9.8 
1.16 22 .54 5:i 5,3 
1.15 33 .43 30 7.9 
1.15 33 .43 64 4.4 
1.15 33 .43 5-i 5.4 
1.15 30 .46 50 5.8 
1.15 33 .43 72 3.6 
1.15 35 .41 59 4.9 
1.H 27 .49 56 5.2 
1.14 37 .39 73 3.5 
1.14 28 .48 54 5.4 
1.14 17 .59 69 3.9 
1.14 20 .56 63 4.5 
1.14 32 .44 39 6.9 



Towns. 

8G Chelsea, . 
861Edgecomb, 
86 Enfield, 

86 Raymond, . 
86IPlymouth, . 

861Unity plantation, 
86 Waterborough, 
87 Friendship, . 
87jPoland, 
87

1
Smry, 

87 11Westport, 
88 Baldwin, 
88

1

Fra~.klin, 
881Fryeburg, 
88 Hanover, 
88 Lagrange, • 
ss!Levant, • 
881Mason, , 
88 Phippsburg, 
881Pittsfield, 
88

1
Troy, 

88 Sangerville, 
89

1

1

Greenbush, , 
90 Danforth, 
90. Guildford, 
90:Lebanon, 
90,l\fonroe, 
90:St. Geor;(fe, 

' 91 i Burnham, 
9l[Byron, 
91 Penobscot, • 
91 ISouthport, , 
92 Bowerbank, , 
921Centerville, , 
92 Islesboro', • 
92 Sedgwick, , 
93!Aloxander, • 
93? onesport, • 
94,Corinna, . 
94f Gouldsboro' • 
94,Lee, . , 
94f Monhegan. , 
94/Newry, , 
94 Phillips, • 
94!Skowhegan, , 
94 Clinton, , 
94 Cutler, . 
94 Kenduskeag, 
94 Lowell, 
94 Seaville, 
94 Shirley, 
95 Vina.lhaven, 
96 Brooksville, 
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. I 1.13 35 
1 

.41 I' 71 --3~7-
. I 1.13 40 .36 72 3.6 
• 1.13 37 .39 I 36 7.3 
• 1.13 2s .4s I 49 5.9 
, 1.13 32 .44 l 63 4.5 
, • 1.13 14 .62 II 64 4.4 
, 1.13 00 - 61 4.7 

1.12 33 .43

1 

I 62 4,6 
1.12 45 .30 67 4.1 
1.12 42 .34 I 58 5.0 
1.12 20 ,56 71 3.7 
l.ll 36 .40 70 3.8 
l.ll 35 .41 II 61 4.7 
1.11 38 .38 83 2.5 
1.11 26 .50 , 72 3.6 
1.11 20 .56 I 42 6.6 
1.11 26 ,50 74 3.4 
1.u 20 .56 I 66 4.2 
l.ll 00 I 84 24 
l. ll 26 .50 58 5.0 
l.ll 18 ,58 64 4.4 
1.11 00 62 4.6 
1.10 46 .29 32 7.7 
1.09 42 .34 8 14.0 
1.09 31 .45 64 4.4 

I 1.09 44 .32 76 3.2 
1.09 00 .53 65 4.3 
1.09 29 .47 61 4.7 
I.OB 18 .58 69 3.9 
1.08 17 .59 33 7.6 
I.OS 17 .59 59 4.9 
I.OS 32 .44 36 7.3 
1.07 35 .41 66 4. 2 
1.07 32 .44 67 4.1 
1.07 28 .48 56 5. 2 
1.07 25 .51 57 5.1 
1.06 37 .39 36 7.3 
1.06 23 .53 33 7.6 
1.05 27 .49 61 4. 7 
1.05 34 .42 53 5.5 
1.05 29 ,4 7 63 4.5 
1.05 17 .59 . 12 12.8 
1.05 6 • 72 70 3.8 
1.05 35 .41 72 3.6 
1.05 33 .43 83 2.5 
1.04 31 .45 66 4.2 
1.04 38 .38 57 5.1 
1.04 17 .59 00 0.0 
1,04 43 .33 25 9.2 
1.04 22 .54 64 4.4 
4.04 17 .59 82 2.6 
1.03 34 .42 48 6.0 
1.02 31 ,45 52 5.6 
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Towns. 

9Gi
1

0xford, . • 1.02 I 32 I .44, 76 
97,Bradford, 1.01 I 24 .52 33 
U7iPembroke, 1.01 • 40 .36 52 
981Deblois, 1.00 W .47 78 
9911Ioulton, • .98 37 .39 57 
99ILinneus, • .98 j 43 .33 14 

l00
1
Kilmarnook, .97 31 .45 60 

lOl!Canaan, ,96 25 ,51 40 
l02;Moscow, .\15 34 .42 57 
l02;Mount Desert, .95 30 .46 67 
102.New Portland, .95 29 .47 83 
103,Berwick, . .94 28 .48 58 
103 Clinton Gore, . 94 2!) .4 7 15 
104!Palmyra, . .92 27 .49 69 
104:Patricktown, .92 40 .36 42 
105 Kingsbury, .91 22 .54 75 
105iMilo, .91 29 .47 (i4 
106 New Limerick, .89 39 .37 49 
1071Arrowsic, . ,88 21 .52 88 
107:camden, . .88 25 ,51 82 
108 Franklin plantation, .87 35 .41 6 
109 Bridgewater, .86 31 .42 00 
109iDeer Isle, .86 31 .45 41 
no;crystal, .82 39 .37 00 
110 Hudson, .82 35 .41 37 
llO Madrid, .82 23 .53 42 
lll Carthage, .69 22 .54 80 
112 Blanchard, ,67 23 .53 73 
113 Bingham, .19 :Ji .4-2 92 
114.Bcnedicta, .18 41 .35 00 

3.2 
7.6 
5.6 
3.0 
5.1 

11.9 
4.8 
6.8 
5.1 
4.1 
2.5 
5.0 

11.8 
3.9 
6.6 
:1.3 
4.4 
5.9 
1.9 
2.6 

l;J,2 
0.0 
6.7 
0.0 
7.2 
6.6 
2.8 
3.5 
0.9 
0.0 
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PLANS FOR SCI-IOOL HOUSES. 

r herewith submit five different plans for S<;hool-houses. As much 
Qare has been taken in their selection as time would allow. The fin1t 

four were taken, by permission, from the work on School Architec
ture, by Barnard. In a part of them slight changes were made. 
Plans No. 2 and 4, will meet the wants of the smaller schools, 
while Nos. 1, 3 and 5, will be adapted to schools consisting of two 
departments. Plan No. 5, was taken from the report of the Super
intendent of Common Schools in Connecticut. In a further descrip

tion of the house built according to this plan, the Superintendent 

says: "The building cost about $3, 000. It is an honor and an 

ornament to the city where it is located. The plan of this house 

has been procured for insertion here, because it is considered a good 
model for imitation. It is probably the best primary school-house 
in the State. Indeed, it is one of the best to be found anywhere." 

It was my wish and purpose to present the plans of some of the 
best arranged school-houses which have been built in our State the 
past year; but the nature of other duties, and the difficulty of 
securing sufficiently accurate drawings without a personal examina
tion, prevented me from so doing. I had the pleasure of visiting a 

school-house erected the present year in the village of South Pros

pect. The building is two stories high. There is a cella1' under 

the entire building to be used for a wood-house, and provided with 

a furnace by which the whole house is warmed. It has three rooms, 

one each for the, l':fimary, the Intermediate, and the High School 

department. It is truly a model house. All the rooms are fur
nished ·with the Boston furniture, and well ventilated. The house 

is elegant in its external and internal appearance, made in a work-
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manlike manner, and with the choicest lumber. It is an honor and 
ornament to the place, and proclaims the intelligence and enterprise 
of its citizens. It cost about $4: 000, and at that sum is much 
cheaper than to have built two or three different houses, although 
much smaller. How much wiser, also, thus to associate and educate 
at the same school the children, who, in after years,· as men and 
women, and very generally as members of the same community, 
will be brought together in all the various relations of life. Another 
elegant house has been built in the thriving village of Dexter, the 
present autumn, and was set apart to the sacred purposes of educa
tion, by apppropriate services, near the close of last month. It has 
a beautiful location, overlooking all the business portions of the 
place, typical of the relation which the School must ever sustain 
to any other secular interest. The interest necessary to secure the 
erection of such buildings as these is a sure pledge that the schools 
will find a cordial support. A victory is achieved, when one such 
school house is erected in a town, or even within the circuit of a 
number of towns; for it becomes a model for others. Its excellen
cies and conveniencies will become known and imitated. Neigh
boring districts and towns will catch the spirit of emulation. Old 
and dilapidated houses will give way to the new and elegant. In 
process of time, the principle becomes settled, that it is vastly 
cheaper to build a new house, than to keep in repair an old and 
falling one. When the inhabitants of a district become interested 
in this particular, there is reason to hope that they will be so 
influenced by a sense of fitness as to secure for their children better 
teachers, a more faithful supervision of their schools, and give them 
the good influence of frequent visits. Those, then, who would aid 
in the improvem\nt of our schools, are encouraged to labor in this 
directtn, for the information which they may scatter upon this 
important subject, will not fail to result in a glorious harvest. 
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Plan No. 1. 

0----.a 

e 

This p1an represents the grournl :(loor of a school-house one story high, 46 by 30 feet 
on the inside. It is adapted for a rural or village district. e e-Entries, one for each 
sex, 14 by 8 feet. a-:-_t\.nteroom, U by 14. feet. This room may be used as a recitation 
room, or be fitted ;with s~ats for a primary department. p-Teacher's platform, 14 feet 
long and G wide. · ~.~ this there should be a black-board, the whole length of the 
platform, from 4 to 5·~tifwide f /-Aisles. d d d rl-Scats for two pupils each. The 
desks should be from.lQ}'tKI 48 inches long; and the desks and seats should be from 30 to 
3G inches wide, and adapted in height to the age of the pupils. s-Stove. The dotted 
lines, an air-box 10 Hiches square, to admit pure air. The ventilating tubes should be 
represented by v v, as in Plan No. 3. These tubes should be placed within the room, and 
made of thin boards, perfectly tight, and smooth on the inside. They should be united 
in the attic, and lead through the roof. i i-Settees for recitations. o o o o a-Doors. 
r :c--Wiudows. This and the following plans are drawn on a scale of ten feet to au inch. 

GD 



114 COl<IMON SCHOOLS. 

Plan No. 2. 

--·1 [-1 
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This plan is essentially the same as the preceding one, excepting in size. It is 36 by 
26 feet inside. It will be well adapted to a large number of distriots. d d-Doors. 
o c-Entries. a-Anteroom. p-Platform for teacher's desk. s-Stove. w w w w w w
Windows. Black-boards should be placed entirely round the room, except in the narrow 
spaces between the windows. Single desks are generally to be preferred to double ones. 
The whole expense for room and desks is about twenty per cent. more. When practicable, 
the house should be so placed, that the pupils as they eit, may face the north. Tb.ere 
should be outside or inside blinds to the windows. 
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Plan No. 3 . 

. ~his represents tp',·/al,.,:.),u,nd floor of a bJ::ilding two stor:ies l:igh. It is 48 .by 30 feet 
mside. The descflpt~:l)f, Plan No. 1 will apply to tlns, with the cxcept10n of the 
entries. e e-Entr~·;·-£or each se:s:, lG by 8 feet. v v-Vcntibting tubes. c-Closet. 
a-Anteroom. The·, jn the lower floor communicating with the boys' entry, the 
upper one communi , g"with the girls' entry. There never shoulu be winding stairs 
in a school-hou~e. Tift should be made as represented on the plan, or in some form 
with broad steps. The landing-place should never be directly opposite tbe door. The 
rooms should be from 11 to 13 feet it height. In large schools, the outside door should 
awing outward, to ernLblo the pupils to rush out easily in case of an alarm. 
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Plan No~ 4. 

I I 

D 

.A . Il c 

The building here presented should be 26 by 36 feet on the ground, or, at least, 25 by 
35 feet inside. A C-Entries 8 feet square, one for each sex. B-Library and apparatus 
room, 8 by 9 feet, which may be used for a recitation room for small sized classes. D
Teacher's platform, behind which, on the wall, should be a black-board 13 feet long by 5 
feet wide. E E-Recitation seats. Those on the sides are placed against the wall; those 
in front of the teacher's platform have backs and are movable. FF F-Free space, at 
least two feet wide, next the wall on three sides of the room. G-Desk, for two pupils, 
4 feet long by 18 inches wide. II-Seat, for two pupils, 4 feet long by 18 inches wide. 
I-Centre aisle two feet wide; the aisles on either side oft · should be from 18 to 24 
inches wide. The area on either side and in front of the t latform is intended 
for reading and spelling classes, and any other class exetoi, · the pupils stand; 
and the space next the wall may be used to arrange the · e school as one 
class in any general exercises requiring it, 

• 
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Plan No. 5 .. 
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0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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A-School-room. B-School-room. C-Class-room. D-Boys' entry and clothes 
room. E-Girls' entry and clothes room. FF-Platforms. G G-Closets. H H
Umbrella racks. I I-Sinks with pumps. The above is the plan of a primary school
house in Norwich, Conn. The material of this building is wood. It is one story high. 
The main building is 50 feet in length by 25 feet in width. Each wing is 25 feet by 11 
feet. The smaller school-room (B) is designed for the lowest department; it is 24 feet 
by 21 feet and 6 inch~ ,.,,!i'he walls are wainscoted to window sill, and above this, for 
the space of three 1~thdy are lined with composition black-boards. 'fhe pbtform is 
carpeted. The 1'*1'~.r ro9ID1 ,(.A;;) which is designed for a grade above the lowest, is 
finished in a similar\~BiBl).et, It is 24 feet by 24 feet and 6 inches, and bas a. class-room 
(C) attached. Both ;foolllS are furnished with the Boston furniture, each pupil being 
provided with a sepa.ra.te o~ir. 
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Through the kindness of the Holbrook School Apparatus Manu .. 
facturing Company, of Hartford, Conn., I am enabled to lay before 
you Stereotype plates of Holbrook Common School Apparatus. A 
full set comprises a Numeral Frame, for the instruction of beginners 
in arithmetic; Geometrical Solids, for the use of pupils more 
advanced in arithmetic and mensuration, to give them clearer ideas 
of cubes, cones, prisms, pyramids, spheres, &c., than can be con
veyed by verbal descriptions, or drawings; the Sectional Block, for 
the illustration of cube root; a Globe, which should find a place in 
every school room; a Hemisphere Globe, which opens through the 
center, showing on the plane section the natural divisions of the 
earth, and thus explaining bow the convex surface of a sphere is 
represented on the flat surface of a map; the Tellurian, furnishing 
an illustration of the various phenomena resulting from the relations 
of the Sun, Moon, and Earth, to each other; and a Planetarium, 
illustrating the entire solar system, an indispensable aid in the 
attainment of a correct understanding of the relative situations and 

motions of the planetary spheres. 
The importance of an App8xatus for the illustration of many of the 

studies purJlucd in our schools cannot be over-e.stimated. 

By this means of instruction in the hands 1f ~~.~~illful teacher, 
the pupil will receive a much more definit«l', rh~t is meant to 
be conveyed by the words of a rule, and: ' · r~ satisfactory 
bonviction of the truthfulness of the princip, '-'.µglat to be demon-
strated, than ca.n be received in any other wa • '· 

The value of these results upon the pupil's mind should not be 
disregarded; for any mode of instruction which fails to secure so 
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i~,ir:d>lo cnt1s is far ,yo1'.se than no instruction at all. Very many 

'1~' tho teachers in our schools are unable to explain the rules of 
0',,tt:n'c and cube roct. Indcd, it is a matter of extreme difficulty, 

•Jvcn for the most skillful and experienced teacher, to render intel

ligible all the principles involved in the above rules, unless they are 

presented clearly and in some tangible shape: to the eye of the 

pupil. By the use of the Sectional Block this difficulty is obviated; 

the pupil detects at once the reason of the ope.ration, which had 

n,lways before seemed arbitrary and unintelligible; thus his interest 

is easily enlisted, and tho task of the teacher thereby rendered more 

pleasant and his services moro valuable. 

It will be observed that tho first three of the above articles of 

Apparatus are designed to aid in the study of arithmetic, and the 

remaining ones in the ~;tudy of geography. Superintending School 

Committees should thoroughly investigate this interesting subject, 

and bring its consideration before other school officers, school dis

tricts and teachers. Tho entire set of Apparatus is manufactured 

and sold by the :1bove company, at Hartford, Conn., securely packed 

for transportation, with a manual, or text book for the use of teach

ers, for ~~20.00. The Nwneral Frmne, represented in the annexed 

cut, is a most useful instrument. In an oblong, open frame, twelve 

rows of Yrooden balls, alternately black and white, and of the size 

of a nutmeg or small walnut, and twelve in each row, are strung 

like beads on strong wires. The instrument, when fixed to a stand, 

is about four feet high. It may be made much smaller, as in the 

cut. When it is used to exercise the children in arithmetic, the 

te;1,cher st:1nds behind and slides the balls along the wires from his 

left to his right, calling out the number he shifts, as, twice two are 

four, thrice two are six, shifting first four balls, and then hyo more, 

and so on. 
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NUMERAL FRAMEe 

Cube Root .Block. 

For illustrating Square aml Cube Roots, but especially t 
is admirably adapted, and for conveni:ence is unsurpassed. 
one when he can buy it for TWENTY-FIVE CENTS? But DISTRICT 

all other apparatus needed. Price, 25; Extra, 50; Double, ~5. 
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A set of Geometrical Solids, for $1.25 to $1.75. 

These will gi,'e pupils <lolini 0e ideas of the shape of solids, far better than pages of 
(l(•,sniption, :ind much more clearly than a,ny drawings can. YVc Lnow nothing better, 
.For explaining the Rules for .\fon~uration or Solid l\Ieasurcmcnt, they affonl the only 
lJl'Oj'Ol' means, 

Germs. 

p ARALLELOPIPEDi, 
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Geometrical Solids---continued. 

0.,iu.Tn SP:c.r::rnoi::>. SPHERE. PnoLATE SrHEROlD, 

TrrANGULAR PRrs111. CYLINDER. 

PrnAMID .i1.::rn Fm:-s:rmr. 
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A TE:nRESTRIAL GLOBE, strongly made, of firm material, .and so mounted on a simple 

pedcsta,l that it can be readily removed and suspended by a cord, and thus be displayed 
conveniently for familiar illustrations to a class. It is of a convenient size for common 
use in the school-::-oom, as it can be easily held in the hand, or passed round the class, 
and yet answers all the main ends of the larger sized globes. It is the prettiest and 
cheapest globe known in the market. Price, $1,00, Extra, $1.25 . 

.... 

Tzrrn.ssTRL\.L GLODE. 

~.\. II1m1sPHERll GLonE supplies a want long felt, viz., an illustration which any child 
cn.n understand, of thE1 ren.son of the curved lines on a_map, and shows how the flat surfo.co 
is a proper representation of a globe, . It is the result of a suggestion from a. practical 
teacher. Two hemispheres are united by a hinge, and when closed, a neat little globe 
is presented; when opened, two maps a.re seen, showing the continents, as if through 
transparent hemispheres. Price, 75 cents. 

liEM1SPHER:lil GLOBE, 
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The TELLURIAN is designed to illustrate the varioas phenomena resu1ting from the 
relations of the Sun, Moon and Earth to each other; the succession of day and night, the 
change of the seasons, the change of the Sun's declination, the different lengths of day 
and night, the changes of the moon, the harvest moon, the precession of the equinoxes, 
the differences of a solar and sidereal year, &c., &c. The Moon revolves around the 
Earth, and both together around the Sun, while Sun, Earth and Moon revolve around a 
common centre of gravity. Price, $6.00. 

The PLANET.A.RitrM or ORitERY, repre$ents the proportional size and relative position of 
the Planets composing the Solar System, except the asteroids, and shows their annual 
revolutions, A correct idea of the Solar System is seldom received, except by such aid. 
With it, we see the Planets and their Moons circling round their common centre, each in 
its separate orbit, and occupying its own place 1n the Ecliptic; and system is developed 
from the seeming chaos of the stars. Price, $10.00, Brass Orrery, $15,00. 
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CONDITION OF THE COMMON SCHOOLS, AND SUG

GESTIONS FOR THEIR IMPROVEMENT. 

AUGUSTA. 

Reviewing the schools ·wbich hr1ve been under our supervision during the 
year, the Committee feel compelled to say that while some have herm £.vrnred 
·with long and prusperum, terms, the scholars making good proficiency, others 
have not been, by any means, what was desirable. Many difficulties are 
encountered. One is, that scholars as soon as they have arrived at an ago 
when they begin fully to comprehend and appreciate the advantages of the 
school, are withdrawn, and thus the school is kept in a backward and de
pressed condition. Another difficulty is a want of interest on tho part of 
parents, allowing, in numerous ·instances, a whole term to pass away without 
kno,ving what their children are studying; whether they are regular or irreg
ular in their attendance; obedient or disobedient; applying themselves 
studiously, or indifferent to study. And what is worse tlrnn this, some, 
through prejudice or jealousy, withdraw their children from that wholesome 
discipline of a good school, to which they are strangers at homo-thereby en
couraging a spirit of lawlessness and ignorance, training up children to be a 
grief and a disgrace to themselves, and a pest to society. And still another 
difficulty is the paucity of good teachers. Of the whole number of those who 
:Presented themselves, we rejected, after examination, about one-third, and 
after all, were obliged to accept some of small ability or leave tho schools 
untaught. 

\Vhat we need ip Qrder to give.our schools a higher standing, and to secure 
to eyery scholar a J;orough education, is suggested by the obstacles just 
named. .: :,,< 

{11, ··, 

In addition to proli'ding convenient and roomy school houses, parents must 
take a deeper interest in the education of their children. Let them visit the 
schools often ; become acquainted with the teacher, his wants and his trials, 
nnd instead of listening to that mischievous gossip, and those frivolous ex
cuses, which result in destroying the harmony of the school, and depriving 
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the children of its advantages, judge for themselves, from personal observa
tion, of all that is reported, and of all that is actually going on. While the 
school is in session no trivial excuse should be allowed to justify a child's 
absence. Parents should secure the most approved books, and aid and 
encourage, to the extent of their ability, their children in the proper and 
prosperous use of them. 

The teachers, also, have a work to do if our schools are to become what we 
desire to see t;hem. It should be a matter of forecast with agents to secure 
the best teachers, to whom they should cheerfully pay high wages. A poor 
teacher is not worth having at any price. There are many facilities afforded 
at this day for the improvement of those who teach. But few, as we think, 
avail themselves of these helps. The teacher should be a man of progress, 
with a quick, elastic mind, a penetrating eye and a ready tongue. A teacher 
with only a dead, book experience, bed-ridded ideas, and dormant energies, is 
not fit to enter a school room, or associate with scholars. The teacher should 
be full of bright, living thoughts, full of sympathy for the child, and of 
enthusiasm in his work. 

The school room is the las·t place for the imbecile and the inefficient. Upon 
such we have no money to waste, and we desire that their habits and influ
ence, instead of being propagated, should die with them. Persons in other 
callings spend years to qualify themselves for their work. Even the mechanic 
or the architect, must be acquainted with the best models, and know how to 
bring the materials furnished into the form of use or beauty desired. And 
should not our teachers, to whom are committed the plastic minds of the 
young, comprehend the nature of the materials entrusted to their hands, and 
so thoroughly understand the methods by which they are best wrought, as to 
return them to us like cut and polished jewels? 

For the welfare of the individual, for the improvement of home, for the 
good of society, for the perpetuity of our free institutions, and for the future 
prosperity of the Republic, we need a higher standard of education, more in
terest on the part of parents, and more ability on the part of teachers. To 
teach a child merely to read, write and cipher, is to do very little towards 
educating him. He must be taught to respect himself as a physical and a 
spiritual, an intellectual and moral being, sustaining many and momento_us 
relations to the present and the future, and to live accordingly. 

NEW-SHARON . ., 

When we compare our schools with those of othe;/ we are confident 
that they occupy a rank, high and honorable; and it 'particularly gratify
ing that the people are becoming more sensible of the importance of rendering 
them more efficient. Much improvement has been made in some of our school
houses within a few years ; and we have better school books, and a much 
better system of instruction than were common a few years ago. But, not-
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withstan<lin6 these a<lvantag;es, and the increased liberality in the appropria
tions for schools, they fall far below that position which our interests, moral, 
social an<l political, most urf~ently demand. Our schools, during the past 
year, have generally been satisfactory; and in some of them, very great ad
yancement bus been made. But there have been instances in which a deficiency 
of government, irregularity of attendance, and other causes have prevented, to 
a great degree, the adrnncement of the school. It is very much to be regretted 
that there are thoso who allow their chiidren to be irregular in their attend
ance at school, and to indulge in disrespectful, vicious and indolent habits, 
but expect their teachers to control these propensities in school, by some 
magical influence, which they seem to suppose a school-teacher always to pos
sess. .And a single act of imprudence, on the part of the teacher, is sufficient 
to excite all the animosity ancl hatred of their natures; and to cause them to 
sot an example before their children, as fearful in its consequences, as it is 
dishonorable to themselves. ·we are happy to say, however, that a very dif
ferent disposition from this, is manifested by some who have thought that 
they lrnve good reason for being dissatisfied with their teacher; but who are 
willing to sacrifice personal considerations for the good of their school ; and 
show that they have the power and a di8position to enforce obedience on the 
part of their children. 

There are to be found, in many districts, those who, upon the slightest pre
tence, are ready to circulate a report against the school and its teacher. And, 
what is much to be lamented is, that this spirit of fault-finding, and the de
structiye insinuations against the school, on the part of parents, have no bet
ter foundation than the idle gossip and bitter spleen of ill disposed and turbu
lent school boys; and ,,hich would never have been noticed, unless the dispo
sition exiNted to seize upon the most trifling and shadowy circumstance, and 
magnify it into the most enormous reality. In this way, well disposed per
sons are led to believe what does not exist-a false public opinion is formed 
against the school-the teacher's influence for good is lost, the money of the 
district is expended for mu.:ght; and all for the simple reason that parents 
will not t,tke the pains to go to the school-room and there learn the real facts 
of the case. ·where perh:ips a slight indiscretion has been committed, proper 
and friendly advice, would prevent its continuance or repetition; and thus 
preserve the harmony of the neighborhood, the usefulness of the teacher, and 

the interest of the school. 
"\Ye think agents are nut so careful as they should be in employing teachers. 

They shonlcl bear in mind that something more than mere book knowledge is 
necessary to make a good school-teacher. They should employ teachers who 
ha Ye a good share of >~mmon sense, who have energy of character, self-reli
ance, and a knowledge of human nature, and who can adapt themselves to the 
different d.ispositions and capacities of their pupils. To be sure, the services 
of such teachers cannot be obtained without an adequate compensation. But 
will not the interest of our schools be best promoted by securing them 1 It is 

7 
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time that the value of our schools was esttmated by something besi<les the:ir 

length. 
It is well known that teachers are gen·~rally much more deficient in the 

capacity to govern and control a school properly, than in the r~quit,ite literary 

qualifications. No school can be profitable where there is u. lack of system 
and good order. The work must not only be regufarly laid out, but it must 
be firmly and energetically carried forw,trd. Teachers sl:oulJ Je active, vigi
lant and persevering. They should be kind and affable m their deportment, 

and, at the same time, maintain a Lecorning dignity and self-respect. And 
while the timid and retiring schohtr is to be encouraged and led forward care

fully, by gentle words and mild measures, the obstinately disobedient are to 
be controlled with a firm hand; and, if need be, macle to feel t!1e nccesi>ity of 
obedient submission. Good order and discipline in our schools. are of primary 
importance; especially for their influence on the character and hal,its of 
scholars. A mere knowledge of books is of vastly less importance than that 
discipline of mind which will prompt to• the acquisition of knowledge, from 

whatever source it is available j and will render that knowledge practieal and 

useful. 
We have already alluded to the irregularity of attendance in our schools. 

By referring to the table, annexed to this report, it will be seen that the dis

parity between the whole number of scholars, and the average number 
attending school, is very great. 

An allowance must be made in some cases where scholars from ot1ier dis
tricts attend school for a short time only. This makes tbe diff~rence between 
the whole 1111mber of scholars, and the average number in attendance, greater 
than it would otherwise be. Circumstances may render it irnpossiMe for 
11ome scholars to attend school constantly; but it is too much the case that 
children are allowed to be absent from school, upon slight and trivial pre
tences; and we would urge upon parents the importance of their not allowing 
their children to absent themselves from school unless it is positively unavoid
able. 

In some few of our schools, a portion of the schohtrs are in the l1abit of 
leavillg at the examination; on which account some of the classes appear 
amall as to numbers. Those who remain, however, are generally able to show 

that they need not the help of their classmates. They can wmally exhihjt the 

strength of the class, and perhaps such scl10lars, in leaving, may hide some of 
its defects. 

When. we consider that our public schools are the only pl~es of instruction 
which m:my children are permitted to enjoy, and that, j~~;as they leave 

school, they must take their places as members of society, ,j;:can but regret. 
that so many are permitted to allow the time of school to pwJSwithout receiv~ 
ing its benefits. 

The necessity of a new classification of school districts is becoming appa

rent, and it is time this subject was taken into active consideration. In st•veml 
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instances the uniting of districts would b~ attended with Jittle inconvenience 

or expensJ to the inba.bitants. A large portion of District No. 12, might be 

annexed to District .No. 13, and the remainder to District No. 11, without 

greatly increasing the distance to IJe traveled by any individuals, and in sev

eral inst<mces, the dist,mce to 1e traveled would be lessened. 

S-:ve1><Ll other distriuts might be difl'..:rently arranged with as gr~at benefit, 

and proLJ.bly with as little inconvenience, as in the above instance; and we 

would· nut encuur:.1g;e expending any great amount of money in repairing 

schoul-huus<.'a, when it is practic:.1ble to unite with other districts. vVe have 

thu8 su;~gestud some of the ca.uses whicn prevent the greater prosperity of our 

common suhooli:i, a.nd we earnestly appeal to the justice, integrity and gene

rosity of the people for aid in overcoming these difficulties; and in trying to 

elevate our schools to a position "worthy of an enlightened and christia.n com

munity .. 

BROWNFIELD. 

This town is very destitute of good school-houses, and until of fate, there 

has been very little interest in the subject; but, by reason of having two good 

hou...,es built within the past two years, and the superior advantages to tha 

sclwlart;, the town hu.s become awakened to their true interests. There has 

been t1 n1ctrked improvement in our schools and in the methods of teaching, the 

past yeJ.r, and although the wages of teachers are much higher and conse

quently schools of less length, yet we think that they have been more profit

able than during any previous year. 

BRUNSWICK. 

The Committee hope, that our schools, du~ing the past ye:1r have, on the 

whole, held their own. 
They would impre·,~s on all parents and friends of the young that they 

woulJ give an impulse to the cause of educa.tion among us, by visiting tho 

schools, thus tmcourn.ging the teachers and animating the pupils. Especially 

if they have fears, that a schoo~ is nut well managed, it is much better to 

gn.in satisfaction by perr;onul inspection, than by listening to the compbints 

of children, which are always suspicious and to l.Je distrusted. 

In the fall the Committee recommended a change of Reading Books. It is 
advis,Lbl,i on genful _P,rinci plL•s to mah such changes every few years. The , 

Commit.tee bud lo1;1g ~~;~istcd a strong pressure and have been charged with':.: 

.being unnecessanl~h.~irv,Hive in this respect. They thought the time had 

come for such a ch~!,) i'.and so frtr as the recommendation was adopted, it 
worked well. Some1ifrenls, however, refused to supply their children with 

new books, even where a large majority of the district had approved of the 

cl1a.:.1ge. In such cases the law provides a remedy. 

lt has been rep:>rted, that school teachers hnve been advisea not to apply to· 

the Superintending School Committee for the regular certificates. 1:rhe Oum· 

.. 
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mittee do not covet the labor and perplexity of examining candidates for the 
office of teachers. Their duty is irnposcJ. upon them by the State, and they 
are bound by their oath to perform it; and the duty of being examined by the 
Committee is laid on such applicants by the law of the State; and if one 
undertakes to teach without such certificate, he if held liable, and cannot 
receive his pay except in violation of law, for which there is responsibility 
somewhere. 

'J.1he Committee have declined to give certificates in a few cases. If they 
have erred, it has been on the side of lenity. The interests of our schools de
mand that the standard of attainment in teachers should be raised rather than 

lowered. 

KENNEBUNK. 

In making a few suggestions for the improvement of our schools, we shall, 
perhaps, but reiterate the recommendations contained in former reports, made 
to this town, and shall, therefore, be brief, and confine ourselves to such 
points as we deem of the greatest importance and afford the strongest hope for 
improvement. 

A greater degree of attention to the important and fundamental branches, 
and more thoroughness in these branches, appears to be desirable. There is a 
disposition in most scholars to hurry over their studies, to get through one 
book and into a new one, to make a superficial and partial, rather than an 
intimate and thorough, acquaintance with the subjects of their lessons, which 
is, unfortunately, too much encouraged by teachers and parents. No more 
fatal course than this can be adopted in the education of youth. Aside from 
the superficial habits which are thus encouraged, it really frustrates the 
design which is sought to ou accump11sneu. No one is prepared for the sec
ond step until the first hq,s been completed. A thorough aequaintance with 
the elementary studies is the only preparation for the higher. branches of an 
education. In some schools, the time employed in reading, spelling and writ
ing, bears no comparison with the importance of these elementary acquire
ments. The number of really good readers, in our schools, is far below what 
it should be. The remedy is mainly with the teacher. No sentente in read
ing should be passed over, until it has been correctly read. A whole day, if 
necessary, spent in accomplishing that object, would be profitably employed, 
and would be more beneficial than a week occupied in reading f a careless 
and incorrect, and therefore worse than useless, manner. No)esson should be 
considered as ended, until the subject matter has bern maste:e4. When this 
is done, the pupil is then ready for a step in advance, and Jt~W:bfbe made with 
the more ease and facility, from the very labor bestowed onTi\e former one. 

The great need of our schools is a corps of teachers thoro8ghly prepared for 
their work. Some such we have; but there are many of a different class, 
some of whom are sufficiently well acquainted with the studies taught in our 
8 ihools, but who possess no capacity to impart instruction to others, and liave 

• 
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no faculty in drawing out the mental powers of their pupils, or of interesting 
them in their studies. 'fhcse qualifications are as truly CSJential, and require 
as much 9'udy and attention, on the part of the teacher, as the necessary lite
rary acquirements. It is to be regretted that the inducements held out to thi 
teacher are not such as to warrant him in making the large outlay of time, 
money and study, necessary to fit him for his vocation. The wages paid to 
teachers, in many cases, arc barely more than the most common laborer can 
command. It can lmrdly, therefore, be expected that many will make an in
vestment that promises HO little return. The improvement in the qualification, 
and in the compensation, of teachers must necessarily keep pace with each 
other. An increase in the rate of wages will have a tendency to procure bet
ter qualified teachers, and more thoroughly prepared teachers, on the other 
hand, \Yill command an increased compensation. 

Such teachers as are competent, are not always employed, when they can be 
obtain9d, from motives of economy, as is supposed. The economy, however, 
of hiring poor teachers, because they are cheap, is more than doubtful-it i.8 
a waste of money. ·what should we think of the man who would employ an 
ignorant and unskillful physician, merely because his charges were small? 
And is the training of youth for the destinies of life a less important occupa
tion I 

It should be the endeavor of the age~t, first of all, to ascertain, if possible, 
that the teacher he proposes to engage is thoroughly qualified, and when sat
isfied on that point, ot;hcr considerations may be allowed to have their weight. 
It may be said, that it; is tho business of the Superintending Committee to sea 
that the teacher is duly qualified. True, it is their duty to see to it that no 

incompetent person receives a certificate; but theirs is only a negative duty; 
-in rejecting one, they have no power to substitute a better. Your Com
mittee, however, are not disposed to shield themselves from all blame, in this 
particular. They have sometimes granted certificates, ·when the examinations 
were far below their ideas of what is required. If it were not so, some of tho 
schools would perhaps fail to be supplied ,v1th teachers. They are fully of 
the opinion, however, that the standard of requirements should be raised; 
and it will be the endeavor of those of the Committee who remain in office, to 
exercise a greater degree of care in the examination of teachers, and to approx
imate more nearly to the requirements of the law, in this particular. In this 
endeavor, they ask the co-operation of agents and parents, as well as of the 

teachers themselves. 
In conclusion, we most urgently commend to the parents and guardians of 

youth, a more deep personal interest in the condition of the schools in their 
scvernl districts. The teacher, the agent and the School Committee may all 
ba faithful, hut their efforts will be attended with only partial success, unless 
the parents, by visits to the school, by examinations of their children and 
enquiries after their progress, testify to their interest in the education and wel· 
fare of those whose destinies are in their immediate keeping. 
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WAYNE. 

The Superintending School Committee, having attended to tho duties of 
· ·their office, tho past year, as best they could under existing cicumst.rnces, 

and thereby having been made acquainted with the wants and necessities of 
the schools in town, would respectfully call the attention of the inlrnlJitants to 
the consideration of the elements of a good school. This suhject is presented 
because it is feared that, in too many instances, these things are lost sight of, 
and because they hope thereby to promote the interest of the schools of which 
they have the charge. 

The elements essential to a good school are three: a cJmpetent teacher, duti
ful scholars, and parents ready to co-operate with the teacher and pupils to 
obtain the desired result. A teacher, to deserve the epithet, good, must, by 
nature, have the necessary qualifications of head and heart, together with a 
large share of that sterling article, common sense, to fit him for the important 
station he occupies. Further, he must have an amount of mental and moral 
training that will enable him to understand thoroughly all the branches of 
learning he is required to teach, with their collateral subjects, rnd that will 
prepare him to polish the manners and form aright the character of the young 
comnutted to his care. He must also be apt to teach and love his employ
ment. 

In theory all are agreed on this subject; but in practice there is some 
discrepancy. Some teachers fix their standard of attainments far too low. 
And some agents about to employ a teacher, think more of the amount of 
money in tI1e treasury, than of the qualifications of the candidate. Valuable 
as a.re the services of a good teacher, other ingredients are necessary to a good 
achool. The pupils, whose minds and hearts are to be moulded and formed, 
~ust be dutiful. The teacher must have plastic materials out of which to 
form his model scholar. 

The vocation of the teacher is to impart knowledge, and it is the duty of 
the pupil to receive and retain tho knowledge imparted. The teacher must 

teach, the seholar must learn. The fidelity of both is essential to the success 
of the ia;chool; and no scholar comes up to the full measure of his duty unless 
he puts forth unceasing efforts to make every valuaLle attainml:n t presented 
to his consideration. Obedience to every wholesome requirtement is also 
necessary to the order and quiet of the school-room, so that it may be a place 
of study and improvement. The school-room must, therefore, have dutiful 
occupants. 

Further, in the great work of education, the teacher~~ and pupils may be 
greatly assisted by the co-operative influence of the parents and guardians 
of the scholars. The school-room and family circles are connected hy chan
nels of communication. The influence of the one affects, to a greater or less 
extent, the other; and if healthful agencies are in operation in the school
room, they may be disturbed and counteracted, at least in part, by agencies 
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from ·without.. To reach tho highest attainments of tlie school-room, there

foru, the inthienco without must be in harmony with that within. Parents 
must co-opc:r,tte and a1'sist both teachers and scholars. Parents should 

contribute their part to rmtintain propt'r authority and wholesome discipline. 

They should imbue the minds of their children, to as great an extent as possi

ble, witli tho love of knowledge and a love of right. Under proper regulations 

at home the chilllren should be trained for the school-room. Good counsels 

and COl'l\2sponding :1ctions in the family circlo will fit them, in a great degree, 

for the ;-;choul. .Kor l:an t.he responsihilifo·s of parents be wholly met by 

doing tlwir dllty at hO!nc. They should visit the school, and there, by their 

pr::scnce, encoumge and aid forward the great work of mental and moral cul

ture. Twice, at lc,tst, during each term, should the presence of the parents 

make glad the inmn,tcs of the school. "\Vhen these three elements, properly 

combined, meet together in the school room, the result cannot be doubtful
there will be a good school. 

To develope, however, these agencies, in all their power, it should be added, 

that the schoJl-room should, in nll respects, be adapted to the purposes for 

wliich it is designed. The inhabitants of North "\Vayne have nobly resulved 

to snpply the ddicienci2s of the past by erecting a suitable house. lt is hoped 

that sume other portions of the to·wn will be provokE'd to do a like good deed. 

The schuu1-house in tliis village might be dispensed ·with in consequence of its 
past s;;niccs, and a good new house erected. 

In reporting the stat'.: of the schools the past year, we cannot speak of so 
much progree;s as is desirable; still, on the whole, we think tho cause of 
education advancing. The ordrr has somewhat improved, and whispering 
has di1uinishcd, though it is now to0 often the pest of the school-rocim. We 
speak tl:us of this bad habit from the full conviction that it ought to be 
·wholly banished from places of study. 'l'he attendance has not been so 

regular as is dt~sirable. More "tardy" marks deface the register than good 
sc!iolars would be glad to see. In all these respects we hope to sec great 

improvement the coming year. 
We can nor close this report without referring to some other subjects closely 

identified with the interests of our schools. "\Ve would call the attention of 

the town to the large number of absences reported in the registers, and also 

to the fad t!Jc1t a great many scholars are unnecessarily tardy; thus injuring 
themsdves and disturbing the whole school. The average attendance of 

several sehools is only about three-fourths of the whole number. Consequently 
one fourth of the school is lost. .Add to this the loss of time occasioned by 

lx·ing half an hour or an hour too late in the morning, and more or kss of 

tdJsence near the dose of the d:ly, and we shall see that the time of study is 

eomparatively short, 1N E' hope these evils, so far as is possible, may speedily 
be remeditid. These hahits are highly detrimental in every point of view. 

Parents can, by suitable co-operation with the teachers, remove t!iese evils, 

aml confer lasting good on the rising generation. Will you sec that your 



136 CO .. UMON SCHOOLS. 

children are never absent from school except in cases of necessity, and also use 
your utmost endeavors to have them in the school-room when the school 
begins 1 We would also urge upon parents the duty of visiting their schools, 
especially upon days of examination. The presence of the parent is needed 
in the school-room; there, as well as elsewhere, they should have an oversight 
of their children. The young should feel that their conduct a.nd attainments, 
while connected with the school, are open to the inspection of all interested. 

To facilitate the last mentioned ohject, we would suggest the propriety of 
having the time of the final examination appointed several days beforehand, 
so that all may have due notice and be ready to add to the interest of the 
occasion by their presence. 

CALAIS. 

The Committee would report the state of the schools as not different mate
rially from the past year. They have visited them regularly twice each term, 
at the commencement and the close, and some of them they have visited 
oftener. The teachers, with a few exceptions, have devoted themselves to the 
interests of their several schools with a degree of diligence to which the Com
mittee cheerfully award their commendation. The exceptions to which we 
allude refer to a want of proper government in the teachers, and a lack of 
enthusiasm, both of which produced a corresponding laxity and want of order 
among the pupils. 

'l'he Committee would suggest that most of the teachers would doubtless be 
more efficient and successful in their vocation, could they enjoy the benefit 
annually of a well conducted Teachers' Institute. 

Our teachers generally need to understand more perfectly the important art 
of drawing out the minds of their pupils, and teaching them !tow to study and 
how to govern themselves. And both parents and teachers need to have a 
higher estimate of the position which a teacher occupies as the educator of the 
mind-of mind, too, at a period when it is mo3t easily and permanently influ
enced, and when the importance therefore of giving it a right direction is vital 
with reference to all after life. There cannot well be a more mistaken idea 
than that any teacher will do for the children in our Primary schools. If any
where the very best teachers are needed here. 

The Committee would recommend, also, the employment as far as possible 
of only such as purpose to make teaching a permanent occupation. It may 
not always be practicable, but other thin,gs being equal, the preference should 
always be given to such teacl1ers, if they can be obtained., 

Some of the teachers have failed to hand in their registers, thus embarrass
ing the Committee very much, in making out their annual Report of 
Statistics. 

The Committee would remind the school agents that no teacher is legally 
entitled to his or her compensation, until the register for the term is regularly 
made out and handed either to the agent or the Superintending Committeo. 
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If each teacher was made to understand this, the failure alluded to would 
do1I1itless cease to occur. 

Tho Committ2e regal'd it as indispcnsible that each pupil should be furnished 
with such books as are usJd in the class to which he belongs; and we would 

remind parents that the law makes it nocoss;,ry that they should provide such 
books if able to do so, and in case of failure, that the Cummittee should 

provide them and charge them to the parents of the pupil. If any parents 

are unable to provide books they are to bo provided by the Committee at the 

expense of the city, gratuitously: 

• It is important al.:so that each pupil be regular and punctual in his attend-

115 ance at school. '.I.11io Committee aro gratified that there has been some 

improvement m this matt:r, and yet there is room for still greater improve

ment. The evils of irregular attendance both upon the pupil and the school 

generally, are not thought of as they should be. No pupil can be benefitted 

who is suffered or compelled to pursue such a course. Being unable to keep 

up with his class, he becomes discouraged : study becomes difficult and dis

gusting, aml he finally hates the school and everything connected with it. 
The late corner, too, acquires habits of irregularity which follow him through 

life. The Committee trust that parents will do what they can to have the 
attendance of tho cliiklren regular and punctual. 

There is need of more cff0rt also on the part of parents to have all their 

chilclrcn of suitable age attend school as much of the year as possible. For in 

comparing the whole number of children and youth in the eity, wir.h the 

actual attendance at school, it appears that a large number do not attend at 
aH-nearly one-half uf those between four and twenty-one years of age. 

In order to awaken more interest both in teachers and pupils, the Commit

tee would earnestly request parents and others, who have influence in the 
various district<-, to visit the schools as often as once at least every term ; and 
as far they can to examine their children at home to ascertain wliat improve
ment they are making. vVe are persuaded that it is impossible for our 
schools to confer all the benefit which they might, until all in the community 

shall co-operate in giving to them interest and efficiency. 
As another important part of education, the Committee would respectfully 

enquire also ,vbethcr somethin,g more docs not need to be done, and whether 

something more cannot be done by the united efforts of parents and teachers to 

bring back the good old days when there used to be children in the community. 

)Ve have "Young Americas" in abundance, and a plenty of young gentle

men and ladies; but as for children-children in respect for superiors, reverence 

for age, and a willingness to he regarded as children, until they are really 

men and women, are they not too rare at this day 1 And is there not here a 
department of education which needs Berious attention and reform 1 
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NEW GLOUCESTER. 

There have been no schools this year in Districts Nos. 10 and 13. Besides 

these, there are thirteen districts in town. In cacti of these, there have been 

taught, tlic pa1;t year, both a summe1· an<l a winter term, with the exeeption 

of Nos. 3 and H, in which there has been only a winter term. Nine of the 

.winter scboul8 have been taught by male teachers: the other four by females. 

Respecting the summer schools we have nothing speci,tl to rem,,rk. It is, 

however, the opinion of your Cou1mittee, that most of them were attended 

with some dc•gree of succeRs. The school in No. 9 amounted to but little,..iit_ 
any thing. The school in No 6, in the judgment of the Committee, wW 
decidedly the best among the summer schools, in point of order, general pro

ficiency and interest m studies, and general _satisfaction both to parents and 

scholars. "\Ve think that tho ·winter schools, with the exception of Nos. 7, 
8 and 9, have been, as a whole, attended with more than ordinary succe~s. 

Reading and spelling are deemed of the highest importance; and it is a source 

of regret, that, in the multiplicity of studies in our schools generally, these 

fund,tmcnt,tl branches are so superficially pursued. Sehohrs should be 

thoroughly taught in these studies, and drilled and questioned on what they 

react and Hpdl; and to do this in our forgest schools, in connection with such 

a variety of other recitations, is a work indeed, and requires a teacher of 
Herculean strength of body and mind. Inasmuch as there are in town but 

four or five good and. comfortable school-houses, we would earnestly invite 

the attention of the town to tbc fact that somethmg ought to be done, and 
that immediately, to have more suitable rooms for tbe education of the young. 
1Ve would in the spirit of kindness rcsrecttully invite districts to act immedi

ately, faithfully and harmoniously for the buiJding of some new school-houses, 
where young men and ladie~ can repair Vi'ith feelings of delight, and find 

themselves somewhat pleasantly situated while pursuing their studies from 
day to day. 

RICHMOND. 

Such, in brief, has been for the year past the state of the several schools in 

town, as nearly as the opportunities afforded would allow the Superintending 

Committee to judge of them. In comparison with former years, in some 

instances, there have been improvements, and in many more improvem<mts 

are needed. Yet more liberal things should be devised for our schools, if we 

would see them of that high character and yielding all those benefits of which 
they are capable. 

While in most of the districts there are now comfortable and convenient 

school-houses, there are in some, still, wants in this regard. A few need yet 

some repairs and conveni(mces added to their school-houses, while a few others 
need new buildings. This latter is particularly true in the village district. 

It will be seen by the 'r,tble that the ·whole number of scholars as reported in 

this district the year past ha,s been 487-for \Vhieh we have had but four 
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school rooms-giving an average of upwards of 120 scholars to a room; or if 
we consider unly the 386 that were in actual attendance -the winter term, it 
will give an average of more than 06 to a room-a numbe:r, we need not say, 
by far toolarge for any school-room of ordinary capacity. The presfig into 
these schools of an ovt:rplus number after the rooms have already been filled, 
and well filled, bas been a serious evil-an evil that no faitbfnlnl'ss, ability or 
fa.et on the part of the teachers could remedy-not even were the scholars in 
every case cautious and well-disposed, whic:1 is hardly to be expected. If the 
profitableness of a school depends mainly on the personal interest and applica
tion of the scholars, and these depend very much on their comfort, convenience 
and freedom from temptation, then must we expect to have unprofitable 
schools so long as we neglect to provide a sufficient number of convenient 
school-rooms to meet their wants. Could a sufficient number of such school-

"' rooms be prov\ded in our village, it woulu be an inducement not only for 
many to a,ttend our own schools who now go out of town or go nowhere to 
school, but an inducement for many to continue on in their attendance who 
now only attend a short time at the opening of the schools. Their leaving, 
under the circumstance::, is not to be wondered at or complained of. vYe 
could not; expect it to be otherwise. 

Another matter seriously affecting the intereRt and success of our schools, is 

a want in some cases, of lie co-operation of parents-their co-operation in 
getting their childr0n to school, and getting them there, if possible, every day 

throughout the school, and in season every day to remain 'throughout school 
hours. And their co-operation then in securing their cons,cientious respect 
and obedience to all the rules and regulations of the school-room. All this 
must be done or our schools must su.fftir. And even should there be reason to 
suspect that all is not right in the school-room, that all its rules and regula
tions are not the most proper and just, it is not for parents to encourage the 
spirit of resistance, rebl'llion, or of fault-finding. Nor should such matters 
be allowed to be discussed and decideu against in the family, or elsewhere in 
the presence of children. It is not wise-not best. 'Tis true, parents, and 
scholars also, have a right to speak, and a right to complain in regard to 
these things, if there is ground for it. Scholars have rights and claims in the 
school-room, and these should be regarded. But there is a proper way for it, 
and an improper way tor it. There is a way tending to ruin both school and 
scholars in doing it, and a way in which it may be done, and thoroughly done, 
with safety and justice to all the parties. Were it oftener taken for granted 
at the outset of schools, and were the idea oftener inculcated and impressed in 
the family, that teachers are the friends o( their scholars-not their enemies; 
their helpers and well-wishers-not those who must be assiduously watched 
with a. jealous eye and. reported-who must be distrusted, rhecked and defeated 
in as many of their plans and efforts as possible; bow much oftener might 
teachers have the happiness of proving themselves the friends indeed of therr 
scholars, as well as satisfactory to the parents and guardians whose i ervants 
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they are. Teachers should have in their favor, to start with and go with 
them, the confidence and co-operation of parents, agents and committees, as 
well as scholars. ·were it so, they would not so often find themselves in the 
uncojlfortable position of those laboring and" bearing burdens," "with one of 
their hands" only" in the work," ''with the other hand holding a weapon," 
but casting away all weapons they would be able to engage with all the heart 
and both hands in the great work of teaching and bencfitting their scholars. 

"\Ve regret that we have not had the materials to make a full report of some 
of the schools, owing, except in one or two cases, to a failure on the part of 
the agents to notify us as to the time of their closing. "While several agents 
have most commendably performed their duty in this respect, others have 
entirely neglected it. It is next to impossible for ,the Committee to charge 
themselves with the time of commencement and close of schools. Our law 
therefore wisely makes it one of the duties of agents "to give notice to a• 
member or members of the Superintending School Committee of the town of 
the time when the school is to commence and for how long a term the instructor 
is engaged." As this is an item of the law which agents are 8olemnly bound 
by their oath of office to sustain and carryout, we hope it will not be forgotten. 
1Ve are always sorry to fail of visiting a school, especially at its close, when 
v.e collect mainly the materials for reporting it . • HALLOWELL. 

The increasing numbers attending the High and Intermediate Schools, show 
the increased ·rnlue and importance of these schools to the inhabitants of the 
city. They have ceased to be district schools. The whole city is interested 
in their success and improvement. The inquiry is becoming more and more 
urgent, "what can be done to promote tLe interests and enhance the usefulness 
of these schools." The principal obstacle in the way of our schools appears to 
be the difficulty of obtaining such teachers as it is desirable to employ, a11d of 
retaining them for at least a number of years. In the High School, particu
larly, this difficulty has been felt for some time. The compensation paid is 
not so high as in the neighboring cities; and this is undoubtedly one cause 
of the difficulty referred to. This may be obviated by a gradual increase of 
compensation, as the school rises in importance and in public estimation. We 
recommend this subject to the consideration of the next city _government. 

AnJther obltacle to which frequent reference has been made in the re11orts 
of tbl. 9ommittee, is the irregularity of attendance of many of the scholars. 
Not o1fly are the scholars kept at home by their parents, and often for reasons 
which ought not to be deemed sufficient; but many are indulged in every 
whim and caprice, which may arise in the minds of heedless and spoiled 
children, leadmg them to crave for frequent holidays for mere purposes of 
idleness or amusement. 

In both cases, the scholars by losing important lessons and recitations, soon 
fall behind their classes, their interest in study flags, and the school becomes 
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n. tiresome place to them. 'I'lrns many youth with abundant capacity, fail to 

obtain a good education, in tlie midst of all tho advantages afforded by their 

superior privileges. Should the timo arrive, (and it seems to be approaching,) 

wlicn tho High School shall. h0 cro,vdod, regulations must necessarily be 

adopted, excluding tlie.'le irregular scholars. 

1Yith rl!gard to the Intermediate School, which is attended by so largo a 
number of scholars, and is becoming of so much value as a moans of education, 

the inquiry forces itself upon us, whether the rooms now occupied are to be 

permanently used for ~hat school. Tho rooms are needed for the accommoda

tion of the City Council and Municipal Court, and for other important public 

purposes. They arc not in themselves suited for the use of so large a school; 

and at present the se:its are not sufficient to supply the school, beflidcs being 

quite out of repair. If to be used for any length of time, they must be repaired 

at considerable expense. But after all practicable repairs are made, the 

objection still remains, and cannot be surmounted, that the school room is 

nearly surrounded by a public street, where there is a.bundance of dust and 

mud, and the noise and confusion of continual pa1:1sing. It appears to us, 

that the time must soon arrive, when tho city will provide a more suitable place 

and more convenient accommodations for this large and impurtant school. 

The compensation of the teachers of primary schools was increased last 
spring by an addition of half a. dollar a week. Notwithstanding this advance 

of wages, tho same difficulty , 1ms realized as heretofore, and even to a greater 

extent, in obtaining acceptable teachers who would remain through the year. 

Should a hrther advance take place in the amount of compensation, it would 

be well to m~tKo 1c n, such a manner, as to increase in each school from term 

to term, with a yiow of irnlueing acceptable teachers to remain during the 

year. 

Another change would in our view have much influence in securing a 

greater degree of permanency. •reachers should be treated with more consid

eration by parents. Instead of s~zing upon the first rumor of erroneous 

management, and becoming excited without hearing the teacher's explanation, 

a more judicious course vmuld be, first, to see and converse calmly and 

candidly with the teacher, allow due weight to his or her statements, and not 

condemn without suflicient cause. A teacher who comes here a stranger in 

the community, and has hardly had time to become acquainted with the 

pupils, mueh less the parents, connected with the school, may be pardoned 

for some mistakes of jt,dgment, as to the best mode of controling refractory 

pupils. It would seem wiso, for all interested in the welfare and success of a 

school, to endeavor to aid tl1e teacher in its government and discipline, in 

establishing a wholesome moraJ influence over the pupils, and in securing as 

high a degree of success and usefulness as practiea,hle. Instead of this, a 

course has sometimes been pursued, tending directly to the reverse. 

During the past year, the outside and inside of the school-house at Loudon 

Hill, tho inside of the Vaughan school-house, and the wood work outside of 
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the Laughton school house, have been painted, besides whitewashing and 

other repairs. A strip of htnd ~outb of the Vaughan school-house, running 
from street to street, and three rods -wide, h,ts be(:n purchc1sed and added to the 

lot. A set of Pelton 's large aml valuable outline ump:3 has been procured for 

the Intermediate Sdwul,.aml the eliemical apparatus at the High School has 

been put in rc,yiair. 

We close thiH report by renewing; the expression of our deep comiction of 

the im11ortance of a strict and careful supervision of our schools, and frequent 

visits to each of them, on tho part of t.he Superintending Con11nittc:,e, and by 

parents whenever pra,cticahle. The duty of superintending the public Hchools 

where so many yout!,ful minds are receiving their impress and direction for 

life, is one of no ordinary iruport1nce. ,ve ha,ve folt it to bo so, however 
much we ma,y have failed in its full discharge. May future committees be 

more faithful and m,re successful than we h-u.ve been, and under their super

vision may our schools risJ higher in excellence, and extend their influence 

wider, than in any former period of their history. 

BANGOR. 

It ftffords me great pleasure to state tbat the year just closing has been a 

pe1iod of almost unmingled prosperity to the public schools of this city. 
Eiµ:hty-five diff:rent teachers have been employed, who have pt'rformed the 

dutie8 of a difficult and trying avocatiun with a zeal and fidelity meriting high 

commendation. Another year has deepened the impression in the public mind 

that our school system i~ well adapted to tlie purpose for whieh it is designed. 

Our schools have long been the ornament and pride of our city. Distinguished 

p3rsons from abroad who visit them, are accustomed to accord to them this 
high honor. 

The increasing attendance of parents and friends at the annual public 
examinations, the crowded Rtate of nearly aU the school-rooms on those 

occasions, indicate the interest our fellow citizens take in the education of 

the young, and the confidence they r<'pose in those to whose care they are 

cornmitted. 'l'he fact tliat our follow citizens proYide so liberally from year to 

year .for their support, and the fact that in a city embracing 5510 persons 

between the ages of four and twenty-one years, with an attendance of 4170 

* pupils during a singlQ term, not more than one hundred scholurs attend 

private schools, conBtitute a test of the excellmce and success of our public 

schools. 

They are so well graded, watched over with so much care, the text books so 
judiciously selected, the teachers so faithful and efficient, and the results so 
gratifying, that private schools find it difficult to maintain an existence. 

It is the chief excellence of our school8 that their advantages are enjoyed by 

children of all classes. Like the pure and wholesome wat(•r we drink-like 

the air we breathe, they are designed for the common benefit, are open to all 
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-are the right of all, without any distinction of race, nation or religion. 

Republican in their character, their tendency is a.L;o republican. 

The number of pe1 sons between the ages of four and twenty-one years 

residing i11 the city, on the first day of n-fay last, as reported by the as~istunt 

asseRsurs, was 5510, on the first d:iy of l\fay previous the number.reported was 

5831. There was during the last municipal year, a decrease of 321 persons 

• entitled to attend the public ~cbools, probably in consequence of !:letting off the 

town of Veazie from the city: 

The whole number of pupils registerl'd during the summer term was 3500; 
average attendance, 26QG; whole number registered during the winkr term, 

4170; average attend;,tnce, 3048. 
The whole number of Hcholars attending school during the summer term of 

fast year, was 366.J:; ayernge attendance, 2G70. Whole number registered 

durir;g the winter term, ;3753; average attendance, 2003. The percentage of 

pupils registei:ed lclst year, summer term, was .62; this year, .65. 
Percentage of average n.ttenchncc last year, summer term, was .45; this 

year, .49. Percentage of pupils in the city, registered last year, wintt:r term, 

was .68 ;_ this year, .75. Percentage of average attendance, last year, wmter 

term, was ./)2: this year, .55, By these facts we learn that there has been 

an incre,Lse of percentage of registP.red, and of average attend,tnce, during both 

the,E)ummer and winter t,3rms of this year over last. There are in the city 

fifty-six schools, viz.: two High S0l1oofa, tLree Select, five Grammar, twelve 

Intermediatl;, seventeen I'rimary, fifteen Suburban, two Apprentice, and one 

Evening School. • 

The amount of money appropriated for the support of the public schools for 

the mmiicipal year, wa~, $16,550 00 
Bank tax reccived from the State, l ,3·H G5 

Total, 

The whole amount expended, 

$17 ,807 65 
17,381 98 

Balance unexpended, . $515 67 

The averai;e number of scholars attending all the schools for the summer 

and winter terml'l. was 2872. 
This gives as the cost of educating one scholar for forty weeks, $6 05. 

Cost per quarter of ten weeks, $1 51. 

Cost per week, .15. 

PORTLAND. 

The amount of money appropriated to school purposes, in this city, may to 

some persons, seem large, and in these days of retrenchment, it may be sup

posed that a smaller sucn would meet our wanti:1. With such yiews, however, 

your Committee, with full knowledge of those wa.nts, have not the slightest 

sympathy. On the contrary, they are prepared to urge uponJhe authorities 

of the city, the indispensable necessity of ma.king still larger grants for the 
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year to come. There are certain claims in this department which have too 
long been disrcg:i.rded and which will ere long become so imperative that they 
cannot be passed unheeded. 

Amongst these claims, we notice that of certain of our teachers for a com
pensation in some just measure corresponding with the increased expenses of 
living. Let any thoughtful man consider this matter-estimate those 
expenses which are incident to life, and then compare his estimate with 
another made six or. eight years ago, and the injusLice of requiring our 
teachers to live upon salaries, in a few instances slightly increased, but in the 
majority of cases no larger than they then received, must immediately become 
apparent. 

Your Committee believe that, as a matter of simple justice, these salaries 
should be increased, and they have therefore made, during the past year,. ah 

earnest effort in this direction, though to a large extent the effort unhappily 
failed. 

There is still another view to be taken of this matter. It is a simple state
ment of fact, that some of our best female teachers are cherishing a feeling of 
dissatisfaction, and a desire to find more remunerative situations abroad. Nor 
can any man who listens to their statements wonder that they should com
plain. When he learns that their expenses have nearly doubled while their 
salaries remain the same, or nearly the same, he will admit that they have 
cause for compl::tint. This subject will soon force itself upon the attention of 
the citizens, as well as of the School Committee, and demand immediate 
remedial action. 

Still another claim requiring incr€'ased appropriations for the ensuing year, 
is that for the better accommodation of several of our schools. 

It is a mistaken policy which doles out grudgingly its appropriations for 
the aid and comfort of our public schools! We ask for no extravagance; we 
would not have a single dollar expended for mere ornament and parade; but 
we would have a policy both just and generous. "\Ye would lrn,ve our citizens 
t:::.l.;,o a long look ahead and foresee the fruits of a liberal and also of an illiberal 
support of that system .']'which our children are to be prepared to act well 
their part when we are gone. Let a straitened economy be shown in any 
other department of our interests rather than here. 

Turning from these considerations the Committee desire to express their 
gratification with the evident improvement of the schools as manifo.1ted at the 
recent examinations. The reports, with scarcely an exception, showed that 
on the part of both teachers and scholars, there had been a just appreciation 
of responsibilities and advantages, and an earnest effort to meet the one and 
improve the other. 

One exception to this commendation must be made. There are still com
plaints of the frequent absence of some of our scholars. Classes are thus 
hindered in their progress, and individuals are losing, in very large measure, 
the benefits to be derived from punctuality and diligence. 
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In very many instances thiH may arise from truri.ntcy, while the parents 
suppose their children in school ; but we are satisfied that in a vastly larger 
number of' instances ;it arises from the carelessness of parents, who allow their 
children to remain at; home upon utterly vain or frivolous pretences. 

Let there be an earnest determination upon the part .of all parents and 
guardians, that the days of youth shall be giYen to the acquisition of the best 
education our system affords, and the improvement in all our schools would, 
at once, become apparent. 

BATH. 

During the year now closed, the public schools of this city ha~e been con
tinued in successful operation, and probably in no former year have they done 
more to promote the public good. Tlirongh some scenes of excitement and 
disturbance, the Committee have succeeded in maintaining good order, and 
they have the satisfo,c:tion of kno,ving that their course bas been sustained by 
jncliciaJ decisions, and approved by almost every intelligent citizen. The 
various, numerous, and sometimes perplexing duties connected with the man
agement of our sixteen schools, bave been discharged by the Committee to the 
best of tbeir ability.. They h:we employed the best teachei;s whom their 
means could command. They have made such repairs and improvements in 
the school buildings as they were able. 'l'hey have visited the schools often, 
carefully examined the different classes, especially at the period of their 
advancement from lower to higher grades, and have addressed the pupils on 
topics connected with learning and morality. They have endeavored to adjust 
all matters of discipline and difficulty with fairness and impartiality. 

It can be easily seen that the office of the School Committee is one whose 
chief reward is useful labor. Such labor every good citizen will cheerfully 
perform, so long as it does not seriously interfere with the duties of his own 
calling. But our public school system has now become so extended, that it is 
hardly pornible that it should be well administered without consuming more 
time than any one can afford to gratuitously devote to it. The Committee 
were, tlrnrefore, very happy to have it in their power, through the action of 
the City Council last April, to establish the office of Superintendent of Public 
Schools. They adopted, without delay, a series of articles defining the du ties 
of the office, and elected Rev. S. F. DIKE to fill it for the remainder of the 
school year. He has entered upon his labors with zeal, and from his Report, 
of which we here prel3ent a copy, the present condition of our schools can be 
correctly learned. 

The Superintendent closes his Report as follows: 
In closing thi3 report, I take pleasure in saying that the condition ot our 

public schools is on the whole good. But all must remember that even their 
present condition, still more their continued improvement, dr.pend upon the 
care and bbor bestowed upon them, and the constant and faithful discharge 
of duties, on tbe part of all connected with them. Teachers must be faithfu 

8 



146 CU)fMON SCHOOLS. 

men and ··women. :Members of the Committee must discharge their duties 

solely with reference to the public good; and all good citizens should feel tho 
responsibility that rests upon them to do all they can, directly or indirectly 1 

to promote the interests of our public schools. This city has no dearer inter· 

ests at stake than the education of its children; not merely their intellectual 
education, but also their moral and religious education; for true education 
includes the intellectual, the moral, and the religious. We do not mean to say 
that sectarian views should be imparted in our schools, but we do mean to say 
that the great principles of the Bible, of its religion, and of morality and virtue, 
should be inculcated in all our schools; for upon these all good men are united. 

In the progress and promotion of these, together with universal education, 
the hopes and well being of our city, our Stu.te, and our common country 

centre. 

STANDISH. 

I would speak of the importance of a regular attendance at school, by the 
scholars, during its session. It is a serious evil to a :1cholar to be interrupted 
in his course of studies, by frequent detention from school; by such inter
ruptions he cannot attain tc, a close, successful habit of study; and conse
quently he must foll in the arrear of his class, and become somewhat of a 

dead weight to them. 
A good sledding-day, a good planting-day, a p;ood hay-day and a good 

harvest-day, oftentimes preseat strong inducements to the parent for detaining 
his son from school. And if he yields to these inducements, he may attempt 

a justification of his course, by saying: That his children enjoy far greater 
advantages for acquiring an (·ducation, than it was his privilege to enjoy; and 
furthermore he may ask : ·what is the use of spending more time now, than 
formerly, in the pursuit of k:10wledge? 

In reply to such inquiry, I would remark, that the amount of education, 
wl1ich might have answered the purpose of man, who mo·;ed in a small circle, 

:fifty years ago, will not meet the necessities of men of common business m 
these days. The business world is much larger now than it was half a cen
tury ago. In former days mr,n was truly a home being; in some instances, 

perhaps not passing the boundaries of his own town, or if such a feat was 
effected, the boundary lino of his own State would compel him to cast anchor. 

Formerly many a son was ·:'.Jorn to the sad inheritance of their falhers, to 

live and die on the homestead If to know the boundary lines of the farm, 

was all the practical knowlcc'.ge of geography that was then needed ; and if 
the like limitation of knowled;e in other branches of education, was sufficient, 
in former tirruls, yet such small attainments will not answer even for a common 
man in these days. For who is now born for a single town, State, or country! 

The ends of the earth are novr knit together. Visit our seaboard cities, and 

there you will meet your neighbors the English, the French, the Russian, the 
Turk, and the Chinese, all of whom left their native countries only a few 
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ifays before; can you greet these neighbors intelligibly with some half of a 
dvzen local phrases, which in some instances, years ago, may have been the 
whole vocabulary of ideas of not a fe1\ who moved in the narrow walks of life. 

The child now, needs be in education what the man was formerly; and 
when he bc'comes a man in stature, his mind and heart must be well stored 
with those branches of knc,wlcdge, which may quality him to be a citizen of 
the world. 

This is a day of improvements. Towns are linked to cities by the iron rail. 
Distances are not measured by the chain, but by the speed of the engine. 
The products of the frtrms in the interior, go without measure or hindrance 
to the city market. But there is not only a tract for the product of man's 
han<ls, but a track for the thougbts of his mind. l\fan may go in the ra.il-car 
from twenty to sixty miles in an hour, and he may send his thoughts upon the 
wire-track fa:stcr than the movement of time. Such are some of the improve
ments of the day. 

But we have no such facilities, no such rapid ways of storing the mind 
with knowledge. No discovery has yet Leen made, by which great attain
ments in knowledge can be secured in a few da,ys, months, or even years. 
There is no labor-saving machine to assist the child in acquiring a knowledge 
of the various branches of education. The successful aspirant must pursue 
the one common pathway to literary fame, which is, &udy, Study, and har.d 

Study. All interruptions to an every day's attendance of school, during its 
session, should be avoided if possible. The parent should. educate his chil<lron 
not merely for the house and the farm, but to be worthy citizens of the world. 

NEWCASTLE. 

As respects the .schools for the last year, as a whole, they have done well, 
very well; as much so as on any prvvious year. It is true there was di!nculty 
in No. 2, both in the summer and winter schools; but this is the only district 
where my services have been required to deal with refractory scholal's. In 
every other district the schools have gone on as pleasantly and profitably as 
usual. It is also true that in District No. 13, there was a breakdown, owing 
to the fault, either of the teacher or scholars, or both; but this school has 

recovered itself and appears to be doing well. And there have been less fail
ures than in some precedmg years. 

But in all branches of business there are some failures: and if they some
times occur in schools, it is no more than is to be expected in this imperfect 
worl<l. But failures have occurred less frequently of late than in former years. 
Teachers used to come in town, teach our schools, and go away, without per
haps any one to look after and report them. The consequence was, poor 
teachers, poor schools, and a frequent waste of money. It is not so now. 
Before they can be admitted to the school-room, they must be subjected to a 
somewhat rigid examination, have their schools visited, and be repol'ted in the 
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end. This process has kept out a great many poor tC'achers whom we migM 
otherwise have had in our schools. It is well known that they cannot slip 
through quite so easily as formerly. It also serves as a stimulus to teachers. 
Any young lady or gentleman of ambition is unwilling to have it go abroad 
that he or she has kept an ordinary school. And I have always told the 
teachers that impartial justice ishould be done them :-they should have full 
credit for all their labors. 

I have now watched over these schools for the nine past years : six years as 
chairman of a Superintending School Committee, and three years as Supeni~ 
sor. And I ta.kc this opportunity to express my acknowledgements to the 
town, for the confidence they have reposed in me, and the unanimity with 
which they have elected me from year to year. And I have retired from the 
office, not because [ have lost any interest in the public schools, but because 
of the pressure of other duties. Nor was the compensation adequate to the 
service required. But my sympathies and my prayers are still with the youth 
of the town; and wherever God in his providence shall place me, 1 shall ever 
rP,joice to hear of their prosperity and know of their welfare. 

My acquaintance with these schools has convinced me that there has been 
progress in them. Some have evinced more than others, yet all have moved 
onward. We have a better class of teachers than formerly ; longer srhools; 
higher branches taught• in them ; the school tax has been more than doubled ; 
and the interest in our schools has greatly increased among the inhabitants of 
the town. Some of our schools compare favorably with many High Schools. 
The higher branches of study, such as algebra, composition, philosophy, 
astronomy, &c., are getting to be common in them, and that, too, without 
injury, but with manifest advantage to lower and more common studies. 
These things did not use to be so. The older class of teachers, unless they 
have studied to keep up with the times, find themselves unfitted to keep a 
school in these days. While they have slept the world has moved onward ; 
they have remained stationary while the schools have greatly advanced. 

The town has only to preserve a judicious and uniform system of measures, 
and they will find their schools constantly rising in importance and influence; 
the youth will be advancing in tho principles of science, morality and rclig~ 
ion; and they will be prepared to assume the solemn responsibilities which 
society is soon to throw upon them. 

And to this end, let there he a watchful supervision of these schools, and a 
faithful report of them, at the end of every year. It injuresno man,not even 
the teacher, to know that he is responsible to others: and that his reputation 
and gains are to stand or fall upon his own merits and doings. Uhoose such 
men for Agents as understand their business, and will not fail to do it. Em
ploy hone but approved teachers, and suffer them not to commence their 
schools, until they have passed the examination, and obtained the certificate 
that the law requires. Furnish the schools with all needed apparatus, such 
a.s blackboards, outline maps, globes, cubical blocks, &c., and raise a suffi. 
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cient anwunt of money for the important end to be obtained. Then, when 
the Arbiter of human destinies shall call you hence to be here no more, you 
may Lcqueath your rich inheritance to your children without fear; for it will 
be committed to safe hands. Your posterity will cheri~h your memories with 
pleasure; and g0ncrations yet to arit,e, will rernler grateful acknowledgements 
to those that bave gone before them, bcca.use you sowed the seed where tl1ey 
are p:mnitted to gather tlw fruit. 

ROCKLAND. 

It is found necessary for your Committee to make their report before the 
close of the winter term. Consequently the registers are not before the Com
mittee, and they are not able to give the usual statistics with respect to 
"attendance and average attendance of scholars." Still, in the judgment of 
the Committee, made up from the appearance of the schools when officially 
visited, and the opinion of the teachers assieted by their registers, the condi
tion of our schools both as to the number of pup1is and the average attendance, 
is in advance of what it was in 1853; and 1853 was in advance of 1852. 

It was reasonably suggested that this would be the case, especially in the 
•' Grade District," if'' the System" had the effect in Rockland, which it was 
found to have in other places. 

The stimulus of "promotion according to improvement and qualification," 
is well employed in our colleges and schools, as elsewhere-if it is regulated 
on e,quitable principles. That system of conducting a school, which does not 
make use of this stimulus, must be a failure; but on the other hand, any 
favoritism of scholars or parents, on the part of teacher or Committee must be 
asoided or the word " failure" merely, will not begin to express the evils 
which will result. Hence the absolute necessity of tho co-operation of citizens, 
especially parents, with teachers and the S. S. Committee, in order that our 
schools may meet our reasonable expectations. What is asked for, is, that the 
children be sent to tho school to which the Committee, in the exercise of their 
best judgment, would have them go ; and that they be provided with such 
books as the tead1er and the Committee deeide it is best for them to have; 
that they be punctual and habitual in their attendance, and comply with the 
rules of the school; that they diligently attend to their studies while in school; 
( and this is the chief of rules,) and that at the close of the school, they be 
rewarded according to merit. Is there any thing unreasonable in all this! 
But since ma,ny parents, although they admit the necessity and reasonableness 
of theHc requirements and principles, do not afford the assistance which they 
should render, to carry out " this system," our schools are far from being as 
successful and useful as they might and ought to be in a community so readily 
admitting their necessity, and so ready to raise money for their support. 

Your 0-.nnmittec are of the opinion that what is most needful in this city, 
at the present time, for the sake of our public schools is, that interest in them 
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and in the children of this city, which will lead its citizens ns one, to resolve 
that no efforts in the right direction, shall be lacking en their part, to give us 
the best of schools. 

Your Committee have before them tho reports of S. S. Committees of several 
towns, some within and some without tho limits of our Sttte, and from these 
documents, they learn that not a few are tho places in which, with less money 
annually raised for schools, than is raised annually in tlns city, their scbools 
have really become '' model schools"-with respect to which it is literally 
true, "they are in the best condition." And how has this been done? 'l'he 
reports tell the story. The subject of deepest interest in these towns is still, 
and has been for years-the Public Schools ; it calls together the largest and 
most spirited meetings. 

Their wisest heads were set to work on the subject. A Committee on school 
books, a committee on school regulations, another on school houses, and dis
trict committees-to visit in their respective districts-these committees to 
co-operate with the S:iperintending School Committee. Such were the meas
ures taken, and the best of school-houses and schools they now have as their 
ample reward. 

In our sphere, and according to our ability, if we would come at once to 
the standard-our rnott_o should be the noble sentiment of the Prussian, Dint
ner, who, with what result is now known world-wide, infused his spirit into 
the hearts of his countrymen: "I promised God that I would look upon every 
Prussian child as a being who would complain of me before Him, if I did not 
use my utmost endeavors to provide for him the best education, as a man and 
a Christian, which it was possible for me to provide." 

It would be interesting to speak in detail, of the condition of our twenty
three schools; to have every summer and winter school, brought particularly 
to your notice, in the impl'ovement made-in what branches-in attendance
in order-or by such remarks as would show that your Committee have not 
fa,iled to see in what schools there was unmistakable evidence of delinquency 
on the part of some scholars, and on the part of teache:rs. There is an aspect 
in which this part of the report of a Superintending School Committee is of 
much importance. 

And we trust the day is not far distant, when such will be the interest i-n 
this city, in our Public Schools, that the special notice of each school by the 
Committee, will be required, though it will materially lengthen their report. 

This, the Committee have no hesitation in saying: that the district agents 
have for tho most part, been fortunate during the past season in their selections 
as to teachers. 

It is true, serious difficulty has occurred in two or three districts. In one 
school, the master was compelled to leave in consequence of bis inability to 
retain e,rder. In another, threats of violence and intrusion," to break up the 
school," led the teacher to leave his post. And in still another, the punish-
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ment of scholars, at sumhy timcs inflicted, was such as to keep up an excite

mm t, " in school anJ on t," , cry uetrimen tal to its usefulness. 

It is bad for a school to have tho bad rrputation which a few notoriously 

bad boys may and do givo to it. This was the evil at the outset, in the two 

schools of which your Committee have had frequent complaints. 

Tho teacher entered the school " loo King for troublu;" an<l large disorderly 
boys were there, v..-!10--truo to their antoco(lents-gayo him trouble. In the 

opinion of yonr CommiHocJ, such would have been the deportment of the 
sd10lars and the popularity of the teachers in these schools-had it not been 

for this drawback-as to have brought them into lino, in order and general 

improvement, ,vith their sister schools. 

1Vith the general conJition of tho schools, as sho,vn at their stated visits 

and annual examin:~tiorn,, tho Committee are well satisfied; because they have 

seen evidence of praiseworthy efforts by teachers and scholars to carry out tl1e 

drn,ign with which the schools have been established, and can therefore assure 

their follow citizens, that, notwithstauding" imperfections still," norcrthcless, 

there is a good reason for believing that the time and money and labor already 
expended on our school~-ovcr much in the eyes of some as it is-has been 

productive of much which should occctsion thankfulness, and hope and perse
verance. 

Tho S. S. Committee in preceding reports, have made suggestions covering 

those wants of our public schools, which must inevitably remain, to impede 
their progress until citizens whose duty it is, shall see them supplied. 

To dwell on these points would be, as it seems to the Committee, inexpedi
ent repetition. 

Is there not a sense of duty in the breast of every intelligent, well-meaning 

citizen, by the aid of which, on a little reflection, he can dit-covcr what is 

right and needful for him to do in support of tho schools? 
To your " Committee on Schools," the S. S. (Jommittoe will make such 

statements in due ti.mo, as your Committee will deem of sufficient consequence 

to bring before this honorable body for early attention; and for this reason 
other suggestions of immedi,tto interest are withheld. 

That tho office of S. S. Committee in this city is one of much labor and 
responsibility, an<l must continue to Le so, is perfectly apparent. No more 

important question is decided than, to whom shall be committed this trust? 
Personally, the Committee have to SJ1J, that they wore not;, in the dark," 

as to what was expected of them. 
And while they have endeavored to perform the duties of the office-though 

entire satisfaction has not been given to their fellow citizens, and much leis 

to themselves-still, they cherish the thought, that time will show that their 

services have at least done scHnething to prepare the way for such schools 

within onr limits, as we hope there will one day be--schools of the first order1 

in every thing desirable and att0,inuble. 



152 COMMON SCHOOLS. 

WHITEFIELD. 

In conclusion, we would recDmmend to teachers to meet each other from 
time to time to compare thdr mode'! of instruction and government, and 
endeavor to learn and profit by each other's experience ; and so far as practi
cable, resort to every other means of perfecting themselves in their voca.tion. 
And to teachers, parents and all connected with schools, we would say once 
more, let us be assiduous and do what lies in our power to teach the young 
unformed minds, whose preparntion for life, its duties, its dangers and its 
destinicR are committed to us in one capacity or another, so that they may 
fulfil their future course with honor to themselves and advantage to society. 

ELLSWORTH. 

Among the nl'gativc or adverse influences which attaches to your public 
schools, and to a very considerable extent in District No. 3, is a manifest 
want of interest by parents for their success. 

In this District, being the best to grow boys and girls, the schools show, 
with one exception, the least average attendance in town, being no more than 
one-third part of the scholars in the d1strict. 

Gentlemen seem to think their duty to the schools closes with raising 
a generous supply of money for their supp,:-t, and if they do not afterwards 
nctuaJly embarrass the school discipline, they rarely ever co-operate with 
teachers. 

Gentlemen are wont always to visit their ship yards, their saw mills and 
other business operations-ladies are constantly seeking objects of charity, 
but never visit their schools to mark thcil- progress, or inquire into the culture 
of their children . 

..Another evil attending the schools is the superficial instruction gi.ven to 
scholars. 

It is not uncommon to find scholars in Town's Fourth Reader, who are not 
so good readers as those in the Third Reader. 

Many are found hurrying over the simple rules of arithmetic for the higher 
branches of mathematics. 

Others again H!'e found studying the classics, when they are unable to con
struct an English sentence. 

No one should marvel, then, that so many of the yonng men and girls on 
entering the daily business of life, should find themselves unable to write an 
intelligible letter or even spell coa:rcctly their own names. 

Another evil, and one which is the bane of all schools, is the vacillating 
attendance of the scholars. 

Both parents and children seem to act in this matter, on the principle that 
alternate attendance in their judgment is sufficient ; and hence the remark 
often made by teachers at the commencement of the terms, "that these 
scholars have een sadly neglected in their previous studies~" 
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llforrnver the teachers gd no credit for their efforts, nor the town for the 
exrwncliture. 

\V ith thcs~ remarks on the evils of the schools, it may not be out of place to 
refer to the remedy. 

Tho imporLrnco of the subject need hardly be discussed. 
It commends itself to tll'; serious 1;onsideration of tho town. 
On this point the Committee will not seek to (.lisguise their ambition that a 

vigorous effort ho made to raise the standard of your public sehools, and 
bkin~ hold of tho suhject with a strong hand, adopt such measures as shall 
krnl to bring the young t<J a love of books, " the chosen repositories. of the 
though ts and the opinions of the intelligent and the virtuous.'' 

SCIIOOL IIOUSES. 

SCARBOROUGH. 

A few more words upon a single subject, and we close our report. Are 
our school-houses good enough? "\Ve cann0t, we must not gloss over the 
answer for the sake of a, smooth report. But with a very few exceptions, we 
must answer you with an unmistakable, No. 

They arc gt•norally ill-contrived, cold, poorly ventilated, back-breaking, 
cfo,easc-prod11cing places; and it is a burning shame, a living dii,grace for 
parents to send their children to such school-houses as a large majority of 
them are. And we bchcse that a large a.mount of the irregular attendance 
might be attributed to the unattractiveness of the school-room, for it is useless 
to disguise the fact that if the school-house is commodious, comfortable and 
pkas,mt, the teacher amiable and competent, and the studies suitable and so 
presented us to catch the mind of the pupil, the pupil will be disposed to 
attend school, and will generally remove any obstacle for that purpose which 
may be prcscn ted. 

But, follo,v citizens, we will not do you the injustice of oven seeming to 
think you insensible to this important matter, for we bclicye that many of you 
are ,1villing and ready to act upon tliis matter. And allow us to say in behalf 
of your children, that the present se::tson will not be too soon. 
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WATERBOROUGH. 

Your Committee have cause, from what they have seen during the past 
year, to congratuLtte the town upon increased interm,t manifested in some of 
the districts rehitive to school houses. The idea, that pupils should. be fur
nished "·ith pleasant, convenient and comfortable s:hool-roorns, as conducive 
to enjoyment and improvement, is fast gaining ground, and we are happy to 
observe that in some districts, new, commodious and comfortable houses, well 
ventilated and fumished, have taken the place of small, illy-contrived and 
unhealthy ones, and that in others measures are on foot to build or repair in 
such manner as shall ensure attractiveness and comfort, as well as safety to 

the forms and general health of the scholars. It is sincerely to be hoped that 

in every district there will soon be seen ample and attractive apartments for 
your children during their pupilage. 

Children, though not good judges ot what is necessary to a well constructed 
house, nevertheless feel the effect of bad arrangement; and we ronfi<lently 

assert that if the parents of the pupils of some of our districts were compelled 
to sit six hours a <lay in their school-rooms, as their children do, their ripened 
judgment would awaken them to a r1roper sense of their duty to their 
children, and quicken their recoUcction of the discomforts of their childhood's 
school days, and lead them to take measures at once ior improving the comfort 
of the houses, and adding consequently to the interest and advancement of 
their children in learning. 

1fithout airy and commodious rooms, the health of children must be 
endangered; wben, crowded as they are in some houses, they are ma•le to 
breathe the contaminated air exhaled during six hours of each d .. iy. If made 
to sit on scats hardly wide enough for them to sit on, or so high from the floor 
that their feet dangle in the air, and if, in addition to these tortures, th~y 
are forced to sit without any or only a partial support to their backs, it 
cannot but be expected that their situation must be painful. Frequent move
ments to acquire ease are made, the mind is diverted from their hooks, and 
small advance is made in study, to say nothing of noise and confusion, and 
crooked backs and contracted chests, as the consequence. 

We would confidently suggest that if the inhabitants of some of our school 
districts would take this matter into rnrious and practical consideration, the 
results for the next ten years would be highly gratifying to them. The well 
regulated condition of a school depends upon so many circumstances that we 
shall not attempt to enumerate them all ht're, but glance only at the leading 
influences, and among them is that above named, a well arranged house. 

Parents :-It has been observed that, generally, where an interest is mani
fested by parents, for good school rooms, they are likewise watchful in other 
matters relative to schools. A much greater degree of interest is shown by 
communities, in general, in our· state, for common schools, than formerly, 

owing to the munificence of late Legi8latures, spurring parents and teachers 
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to greater efforts for their improvement. But, as was remarked by our late 
Chief Magistrate, "there exists yet a lanrnntahle indifference among parents, 
to the Lest interrsts of schools; and permit us to remark here, that in the 
action of parents lies tho main-srring to the char,1cter of all schools. If the 

p<:oplc of a dil:ltrict are un:1nimous for a good school, care in the selection of 

teachers of moral worth, good education and fitness for instructing and disci
plining a school will be manifested. Cure will be shown that the school com

mence at the proper season of the year, that their children are ready to attend 
at the commencement of tho term, and that they not only go every day when 
convenient, hut that they be punctual morning and uJternoon when the school 
begins, to have the benefit of all the exercises for the day. 

Teachers :-The notion is too prevalent that our small schools may he con
fidetl to the care of persons of small attainments, who may be hired for small 

·wages, in order to extend the term of school. Now we think it eviJent to the 

mind of every rational thinker, that if a school is backward, as small ones are 
apt to be, extra effort shoulJ be made to bring them up to a higher stam1ard. 

If there are pupils in such schools who by extra personal effurt have risen 
above the rest, such need as gooJ instruction as those of the same cl.iss in 

larger schools, while the le~s advanced and duller ones certainly require expert 

awl zealous teachers to push them forward, else they drag along in tho same 
hum-drum way year after year. 

Third-rate teachers are much like third-rate articles of feed for animals : 

they will carry the schools through the winter, but the sprmg sLows them in 
bad condition. 

Better is it for one good teacher of energy and fitness to teach two short 
schools in. a winter, than to have the same schools kept by poor teachers twice 
as 101 g. Good instruction consists no more in the actual umount learned 
during term from books, than in the discipline of piind and method tf self
instrnction imparted by the teacher, which shall serve as land-marks for the 
pupil to follow in self-education. . 

It is highly desirable that greater interest should be manifested in the early 
selection of teachers competent to instruct, and possessed of taet, energy and 
zeal, without which persons are no more fitted for teachers, than cowards for 
the leadership of armies. 

In concluding this report, we would express our hope that new and greater 
watchfulness Le manifested by all towards the interests of om Common 

Schools. 

Let every school-room be furnished with black boards and outline maps, for 

the better illustration of the subjects studied. It would be for the interest of 
every school to be furnished with an artificial globe for the illustration of 

geogmphy and astronomy. 
We would likewise suggest the propriety of every district contributing at 

their district meetings a sum to be expended by the teacher in procuring 

re,nirds of merit, in the shape of juvenile books, &c., for the purpose of stim-
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ulating the pupils to good behwior and industry at school. It would be 
money well spent. 

Let all members of the community awaken to a just consideration of the 
importance of a better condition of our suhools: the nurseries of that early 
education which shall be the foundation of good morals and intellectual 
experience, or be only the posts of slothful waste of time, and t: d promoters of 
evil habits and vice. Let us merit our share of New England's justly proud 
pre-eminence as the land of the best schools and the most intelligent commu~ 
nities. 

Give your children to understand that to them belong now the privilege and 
the duty of laying that basis of character as scholars, that shall fit them to 
fill the posts of honor, trust and usefulness, which every social and political 
community offers. 

GRADED AND UNION SCHOOLS. 

• DEXTER . 
• 

We have learned that a plan is to be submitted at this meeting to abolish 
the present school district system, and establish a system of graded schools. 

It is certainly desirable that the schools be made as good as possible in every 
part of the town. Hence it is necessary to adopt some system which shall 
embrace the whole, and which will be best adapted to every part. Every 
plan which looks only to some portions of our territory, and disregards the 
rest, must be partial and unsatisfactory in its operation. 

Several of the districts are composed in part of two towns, and as they can
not be altered or discontinued, without the concurrent vote of the two towns 
of which they are composed; the Committee would suggest a plan for your 
consideration, which perhaps would obviate this difficulty, and produce the 
desired result. 

That all the districts avail themselves of the following provision of the 
school law: 

"To join with one or more school districts for the purpose of uniting tho 
more advanced scholars of each district in one school." 
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Gndcr this a,rrungernent each district woultl retain its corporate ca.pacity, 

manage its own affairs, hu:l<l its houses and support its schools; in which 

each coulJ have a primary school for the smaller scholars, in summer, and a 

liiµ;hcr grnde for the larger and more advanced scholars in the winter seasons, 

which 1s all they coulJ. have if tho districts were abol:shod. 

J-1y uniting all the advanceµ scholars; a High School would be established 

upon a firm and permanent basis, which would be of inestimable value to the 

town. 

Each district would pay in proportion to the number of scholars attending 

such Union School. 

A house should be built by the town, in such a situation as will best 

accommoJato the whole population. 

A teacher shoulJ always be employed who is competent to instruct in all 

the hanchcs usnally taught in our Academics and private Seminaries. 

'l'liis school should at all times be open to scholars of advancetl standing in 

all parts of the town. 

The stnnJard required for admission should be made to vary somewhat 

accorJing to the number of applications for a(lmission at a time. In this 

manner the school woulJ always be kept nearly or quite full. 
Herc an aspiring child conlrl come anJ. receive the treasures of knowledge 

and virtue without money and without price; and here tho poorest boy of 

the town could sec opened before him a way to the higncst walks of useful~ 

ncss anrl fiune. 

'l'his school would be of immense value to the town, in training and quali~ 

fying our teachers for their responsible work ; for how can we expect our 

schools to bo of a high orJer unless our teachers arc properly educatetl and 

tr,lined. 

And in a pecuniary point of view, it would save the largo amount of money 

now paid by indivitluals in sending their children to private schools and 

academics. 
It is for the town to decide wbat plan is the most practicable and ·will pro

duce the desired result-·Thc establishment of a system of graded Schools, with 

a permanent High Sehool, ·which shall be free to all 11arts of the to\vn. 

]3y adopting either plan proposctl, you will estalJlish a system of graded 

schools, which have been proYecl by ample experience to be absolutely nccess,try 

to the permanent success of schools in any town. 

Ea.ch scholar would have a school exactly adapted to tho exigencies of his 

C':'ese; there ·would be few studies pursued in each school, and the energies of 

both tcad1cr and pupil would be concentrated on comparatiYely few objects. 

Strict discipline could he much more easily maintained than wl1erc all ages are 

min~kd together. 

The Committee sincerely and urgently make these suggestions for your 

consiJern tion. 

It must be evi,lcnt to cv0ry one, that no profitable, 01· liberal, or enlight .. 
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ened system of improvement will ever be carried out by the districts as at 

present constituted. 
It can certainly be done more economically by the town, and the expense 

would be more equally borne by all the people, according to each one's ability. 
The Committee would not advise rash or hast.y action, but they honestly rec~ 
ommend that the town do speedily and in goo1 faith adopt a system of im
provement which shall embrace all the schools. It is believed that every son 
and daughter of Dexter, fondly cherishes the hope, that our town is destined 
at no distant day, to take a high rank among the towns of the state. 

Her intellectual growth depends ei,:sentially on the character of her schools. 
The action of this meeting and of this day will probably influence, for good 

or for evil, the destinies of multitudes of our future townsmen and fellow
citizens. 

Let the town adopt some plan and commence the work in good faith ; it 
matters not very much whether it be finished in one, two, three or five years. 
If we will only commence with the zeal and energy the cause demands, there 
is no danger that it would ever be abandoned. 

Caution.-In some cases petty jealousies, personal and local interests, have 
been allowed to enter our district arrangements, producing disorder and con
fusion in the schools. 

The Committee cannot condemn in too strong terms, the habits of some 
pert;ons, which allow them to express their likes and dislikes of the proper 
authorities of our schools before their cl1ildren, and allowing them to carry 
the prejudices of their parents into school, and thus rendering futile all the 
efforts of the teacher. A word to the wise is sufficient. 

Suggestion.-The Committee, in bringing their report to a close, feel it 
their duty to urge upon the people, and more especially the parents M our 
scholars, the vast importance of a more interested personal feeling in the suc
cess of our schools-without the hearty and cordial co-operation of all con
cerned, it is impossible that any system of schools can accomplish the object 
for which it is instituted. 

1Ve have much reason to fear that our people do not fully appreciate their 
advantages-this fear is founded on the fact, that by far too few of the 
parents were present during the past year, at the several examinations, of our 
schools-some of the examinations, however, have been very respectably rep
. resented by the presence of many of the parents of the pupils. 

For this virtue, the meed of praise must be awarded to districts No. 2, 6 
and 7. 

1Vill, then, the citizens of Dexter, as a part of the great whole, see to it, 
that a more lively interest in, and a more active exertion for our schools be 
exercised, that they may be what they ought to be, nurseries of intelligence, 
virtue and piety-on them, chiefly, rest all our hopes of future success as a 
people and government. 
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M.ACHIAS. 

Upon the importance of education, we need not here enlarge; the judicious 

and liberal school system (,f l\fachias attests her citizens' estimate of its value. 
Our Common Schools are :o furnish the means an1 determine the memmre of 

culture for the majority of our children, and those children will he snl~ject to 
the heaviest drafts ever made upon the mental rcsours?es of a generation of 
men. 

E,1ucation will soon be in a higher sense than ever before, n. condition of 
we~lth, distinetiun and us3folr1siss; henc·J progressive Ii berality in school 

:appropriations is tho price of preservation from poverty, obscurity and vice. 

\:Yo first invite your attention to the primary departments. 

The average a ttcndancc: a1~ these schools was fifty~two. :Most of those 

children are capable of entering upon a career of rapid improvement, if put 

under judicious and encrg~tic training. 
If they do not enjoy thi.3 training, their loss cannot be made up, for the 

period of their connexion with this grade is tho spring time of their intellect
ual lifo. One faet (an ez1;reme one) will give some idea of the progress in 

tl1is department. Geography scholars, of two and even three years standing, 

could not pass the simp12st examination in this study. Nor should severe 

censure be vi8ited upon the teachers. "\Ve tbink, indeed, that "review" has 

been sub&tituted for progress: hut the obscurity of the text-book, and the want 

of maps and glohes, have much to do ·with this mortifying circumstance. But 

the nu-tin cnuse is found in the fact that tho teacher can devote to these 

children (many of them in their alphabet) upon an average only six· minutes 
per day. Young children confined fivo hours with little employment, must 
learn idlcne~s and mischief; these habits m,1tured by agei account for much of 
that aversion to study so :?ainfully visible in the higher departments. We 
recommend four primary ,;chools, to be for'1ished with such helps as those 
intrusted with the school int,Jrests shall think necessary. This reform is dic

tated by rigid economy, no less than imperntive duty. Some changes in the 
summer intermeuiatc schools arc needed, but cannot now he made. vYc 
employed a fon,ale teacher in the boys' department with fair results; the 
repeating this experiment might lie left optional with the future Committee. 

The winter intermediate 1sebool was provi<led for those who are fast gradu

ating to manhood, but cannot attend other schools, nor at other seasons-a 

cbss in whose training the town has a deep interest. As the privileges of 
this school determine the measure of attainment to most who attend it, and 

arc of a high or,ler, it is important that its length should he increased and its 

influence extended. Thrnm who enjoy but twelve weeks school in a year, will 

add but little to their erdy acquirements before the term closes and they 

leayc, again to forget dmin2; nine months of labor most they have learned. 

To lengthen this school six ·vYt\eks would double its usefulness, and the only 
valid ohjection is the small number who attend. It is a 11ity that a school 

srn;taincd hy the town, should be closed against the children of the town, 
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while itself languishing for want of scholars. vV e mi:;ently recommend that 
this school be lcngtbencJ. to eighteen ,vecks, and advise, as a partial but at 
pri:sent the only remedy, the admission of tuition scholars. We renew the 
l'ecommendation of laEit year, for the division of the High School and the 
advancing of the grade. • 

The plan we propose is, a grammar school of eighteen weeks, and a High 
school of the same length, the terms of admit-:sion for the first year to be pre· 
scribed by the Supervisor or Committee, and the studies to be chosen by the 
scholars, subject to the approval of the Bo:1rd. Some advantages of the above 
plan may be specified. First--It will afford the advanced scholars a higher 
course of study, obviate the necessity for sending them away to proeure an 
academic education, and furnish a supply of competent teachers without 
importing them from abroad. Second-The ch:tnge proposed would divide 
the scholars according to their attaimnentf, instead of their sex, an arrange· 
ment which assumes in face of the highest authority that it is good for man to 
be alone. Ilcuven designed that the sexes should associate together, and so 
constituted them that they should mutually supply salutary cheeks and 
inducements for each other, making their intercourse a condition of healthy, 
social and intellectual life. Why we should violate this divine economy by an 
arbitrary and useless school policy, your Committee are at a loss to determine. 
But this di vision is as alien to our interests as it is repugnant to our feelings. 

An attempt has been made to grade the schools according to the capacities 
and attainments of the scholars. For obvious reasons the highest department 
will contain the greatest diversity of scholan,hip, and of course most need 
division and classification, but it is precisely here, where it is mo::;t needed, 
that the grading terminates, and males arc sent to the right, females to the 
left, forming two promiscuous companies, each including all shades of attain· 
mcnt, from those who could onlJ'" pa8s" to those who would have long since 
graduated, had there been a hig;her department. Third--Such an arrange& 
ment would, by reducing the number of classes, save twenty-five per cent. of a 
teacher's time; which, apportioned to the reduced number, would insure 
greater efficiency. An effort has been made to gain this ohject by requiring 
the parallel classes in each room to recite together; but why take an indirect 
route to partially secure a result that may be fully realized by a direct one 1 
Besides, " common recitations" imply " common" receEscs, or a loss of thirty 
minutes per day by one friction of the school, who must wait for their absent 
classmates. Again, many of the scholars are averse to the practice, and yield 
only a forced and profitbss compliance. Under this system, questions of 
jurisdiction arise fruitful of disturbance and disaffection. .But the main 
objection to this substitute for a thorough grading, is, that the teacher must 
be profoundly ignorant how one-half his school acquit themselves at recitation, 
and of course cannot adapt his discipline to delinquents, n-0r his instructions 
to those who most need them. In fact, studying in one school and reciting in 
another, affords impunity to idleness, and is subversive of the design for which 

·~_._~:_ ,: .. _,! 
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teaeh0rs are intrnsted witli the caro of youth. These crmsi,.krations shouhl 
terminate the practice, and 1-iubstituto a better scheme. 

GARDINER. 

There has been no consider,tblo jnterruption of the p;encra1 prosperity uf 
the schools during the pas:; y(mr, and no instance of signal failur,'. The influ
ence of the High School n')on tho pupils of other schools has boon increasingly 
happy, in inciting them tc, look forward to a longer continuance and wider 
extension of their studies, and in promoting a greater accur,wy of attainment 
with a view to their preprratory examination. There c;i,n lie no donht, also, 
that this refining and elevating process has had for its effi'(;t tu lighten tho 
labor of all the teachers in maintaining; or(ler and good di;-;eiplinc. It i:-; from 
pu11ihl who have reached :in a,ge at wltieh the influence of tlw lliµ;lt Sd1uol is 
folt, that the only serious oh-,tructions to the preservation of sclwul onh~1· can 
ever arise; and that inflrnmce has very strongly tended to supprm;::; all indina
ti~n towards such miscoJ1tluct. 

The Committee canmd; I.mt regret that, while the schools in tho more com
pact portions of the city havo every advantage of instruction throughout tho 
year, several of those ·which arc more remote should be so situated as to enjoy 
but a very short term in ·,vintcr and not even a long one in summer. No other 
remedy for this great evil, an eYil which must have its fruits in tho r1efi0il'nt 
education of some of our you1J1, can ho suggested, except the union of all the 
schools under one system, :-,o that children need not be confirnxl to a 1fostrict ::-,11 
narrow, and have only the benefit of funds so inconsiderable. Uthc·r whau

tagos would flow from su,:h an union; such as the better gradation of tho 
schools, the better selection of teachers, and the avoidance of little, local 
difficulties. 

'fhe Committee will not dose, without respectfully suggesting, that, as 
with the exception of sonw schools for young children, our citizens have now 
no other resource within their ffwn borders, but the public schools, no effort 
should be wanting, and r.u flipenditure should be deemed um1ecPssary, which 
may help to place these at the utmost elevation, and to extend their bc·1wfits 
most widely. Already, it iM l,olie.-cd, the city is conscious of nclrnntngcs 
derived from the recent '.mpro.-ements in its schools; and a ·wiso policy ·will 
assure us that a good cducn,tion., universally diffuses:, repays to the common
wealth a thousand times moro than it can ever cost. 

L:EWISTON. 

Some obstacles to our educational prosperity which formerly existed, have 
been removed. A greatee uniformity of t,·xt books, and a better classification 
have b,~en secured. I~nt l'ltill tli0w~ urn jmpr)1linwnts. TlW8(! are mainly cnn
nceted with our preS('nt districting Hystem. rl'lw several districts build their 

school-houses at their owu cost, while the town raise6 the money for the sup-
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port of schools. rrhe agents of the several districts employ the teachers, but 
the teachers must be approved by a town committee before they are authorized 
to teach. Now this system of checks and balances looks well; but how does 
it work'? What are the facts'? Why has Lewist~~' in years past, refused to 
raise any more money for schools than the law actually demanded'? Solely 
because the districts have failed to furnish suitable houses, and the agents to 
procure good teachers. And in town meeting the schools were pronounced 
utterly worthless, and the teachers' wages were said to be thrown away. 
While the town was disposed to be generous, the districts did not fulfil their 
duty. Again: the districts have seemed to say, "A good teacher can keep a 

good school, even in a poor school-house; and why do the Committee accept 
of poor teachers1" We reply, in the first place, good teachers will not occupy 
poor accommodations, when they can have at once, better accommodations 
and better pay elsewhere ; and in the second place, the committee or super
visor have no election of teachers. They must accept such as the agents send 
to them. Late in the season the agent of a district succeeds in strikingft8. 
bargain with a teacher. The day before his school is to commence, or perhaps 
the same day, he .comes to the committee or supervisor for examination. If 
he is barely pass:ible, he must be allowed to teach, lest the school should be 
entirely suspended, or a person should be employed whose qualifications might 
be still more defective. It has been in vain that your Supervisor has appointed 
days for examination during the past year, and consequently your schools 
have run the hazard of being as worthless as in any previous year. 

Now the remedy which lies in the mind of your supervisor may, at the first 
impression, be thought arbitrary and impracticable. It is this :-the town 
should take the whple control of the schools, instead of sharing it, as at 
present, with the districts. Let the town build the school-houses-as.many~ 
and in such locations as are needed-have a single agent for all the schools, 
and let the committee in connexion with him employ as well as examine all 
the teachers, and let no teacher be employed until he has been examined, and 
his qualifications fully determined. Further, every pupil in town should be 
entitled to an equal amount of schooling ; and the high school should be free 
to every pupil in town qualified to enter it. To carry out this plan a special 
act of legislation would be necessary. 

We are aware there arerr.ious objections to such a plan; but the super
visor would earnestly commend ~t to the deliberate consideration of his 
fellow-citizens, 




