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STt~TE OF MAINE. 

HoN .. ANSON P. l\foRRILL, 

ADJUTANT GENERAL's,OFFICE, 
A.·ugusta, Jan. 1st, 1856. 

Governor and Cornniander-in- Chief: 

Srn :-In pre~ienting my annual report for the year 1855, I regret 
that I am unable to give yon so clefinite and complete a return of 

the Volunteer Militia of the State as would seem necessary to 

;put you in possession of all the facts, in relation to its organiza,tion 

and discipline. This inability arises from the ca,relessness or wanton 

neglect of the comma,nc1ing officers of those companies from which 

no returns have been received. 

By an act of August 10, 1848, entitled "An Act additional to 
the 16th chapter of the Revised Statutes," it is made the duty of 
commanding officers of all Volunteer Companies, on or before the 
first day of November annually, to rna,k:e out and certify to the 
Adjutant General, a list of all persons belonging to their respective 
companies, describing the duties per{prmecl by each individual in his 
company through the. yea,r. The proper blanks were duly prepared 
and forwa,nlecl from this office, on the first of j\fa y last. Notices to 

delinquent companies were a,lso sent, on the first of November fol

lowing; . but, as will be shown by the accompanying table, out of 

seventy-seven org.1nized compa.nics, as appears upon the rosters in 

this department, thirty companies only h~ vo made returns to this 

office. 

Tho following tciblo pr0::1e11t::; a ::itatcment of the general organiza., 
tion, together with an c.1,b::itract of the returns of the Militia, as 
rccei.veL1 iu 185.5. 
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The companies embraced in the foregoing table, will average about 
fifty-two memb~rs each, including officers and privates; allowing the 
same number to each of the seventy-seven companies organized, will 
made the aggregate Volunteer force of the State about four thousand. 
The several companies organized have been furnished, b~ this 
department, with such ordnance, arms and equipments, as th:f,State 
had at its disposal. 

All of these companies, with few exceptions, are under the com- " 
mand of good and efficient officers, who feel a deep interest in the 
honor and welfare of the State, as regards both her military and 
civic functions; they are well disciplined, and show a commendable 
zeal in striving to perfect themselves in whatever pertains to the 
duties of a soldier. 

The spirit a.ncl energy which pervade the Volunteer corps, 
whether officers or privates, are gratifying to the friends of a well
regulatecl militia system. It proves conclusively, that under a more 
liberal policy town,rds this branch of our national defense, no lack 
of the proper miliM,ry spirit would be found to exist within this 
State. It needs only the fostering care of the Legislature to 
increase its numbers to ten thousand men, as contemplated by the 
existing laws of the State. A force of that magnitude, kept under 
proper discipline, would be found sufficient for any emergency likely 
to arise within our borders, ::i.nd at a very trifling expense, in com
parison with the security it affords. to lif~ and property. 

The value of such V ohm teer force in our midst, composed of our 
citizens and neighbors, ready to act· when the honor of the State, 
the safety of community and the general peace and good order 
require it? either i:' to suppress insurrection or repel invasion," is 
not to he computed by dollars and cents. 

It is no uncommon occurrence for the military to be called upon 
to assist the civil power in the execution of the laws, although such 
aid should never be solicited, under a Republican •government, 
except in extreme cases. Yet it is a fact which cannot be contro
verted, that in times of lawless excitement, a knowledge of the 
existence of ::m efficient military force, tends, in no small degree, to 
preserve the public pea,ce, and might, in many instances, a.vert dis
astrous consequences. The demonstratjon made in defense of the 
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l:1W$, a11t.l the efficient :1id rendered the civil authorities, in quelling 

a riot in one of our principa1 cities, in June fast, is an evidence of 

its im1ispcnsaible utility; ::mcl it may be questionable whether, at the 

present time, a,ny of ou::.· cities would. willingly see themselves 

depr~vec1 of the corps now org:1nized w1thin their limits. 

W 0fannot tell when :111 emergency may arise, a,ncl a general and 

judicious preparation for the crisis, would not probably have a tend-

., ency to provoke" it. But it is not on good will alone, or the mere 

encouragement of words, that our· Volunteers can sustain t~eir 

organization in a m::rnner so effective as might be desirable or requi

site. The necessar;y outfit, and the ordinary duties of drill, are 
expenses, aside from time spent, which fall often with no light weight 

upon the inclividu:11 soldier. It is not to profit from the State, that 

the Volunteer ente:rs upon his term of service, but with a feeling 

more akin to the true spirit of pn.triotism. 

Comp11nies being composed entirely of Volunteers, too often con

sider themselves under so little legal obligation, that in several 

instance::\ they h:1ve, from trifling causes, failed to keep up their 

organiz::i,tions, destroying the efficiency of the company, and often 

resulting in a loss of ne~1dy tlrn ent.ire property entrusted with them. 

In th,:: First, Seconc\ Fourth, Sixth and Seventh Divisions., no 
Brigade or Regiments have been organized, -which may in some 
L1(jgreo :..i.ccount for the w:1nt of interest manifested by several of the 
companies in these Divisions. 

In the Fifth Division, under the com1r:.::mcl of }ifajor General 
Wencbll P. Smith, aml in the Ninth Division, under command of 
Major General G. G. Cushman, new Regiments have been formed 

Llming the past year, and in which reviews were had the fast 

Autumn, at neither of which was I able to be present; but from 

inform~tion from r,~li.:dJlo souTce'3, I lrn.ve no hesitation in sa.ying, 

tha,t for military deportment cmcl soldier-like bearing, they could 

han11y be cxGellcd. Much credit i:, L1ue l\faju1' Frederick D. Sewall 

uf the Second Brig:1de 1 Fifth Di vision, fo1· the very encouraging 

report of tlw c:om1iticin, and coLJJp1er--! ret1.m1 of the rnil.iti;1 in that 

Urig~ulc. 
'l'hc Fourtl1 [1ivi.._;;,;n: under the l'.0111ma111_l uf 1'.bjur G~ncntl Wm. 

8. Cod:1r,Lni lu;;; 11uc lJcun m·ganizctl illto brigade;:; and Regiments; 
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but measures a.re in progress to effec1~ these org:mizations at an early 

day. In this Division will be found some of the best comprmies in 
the State; among these, I ,yould particubrly name tbe "B" com
pany of Light Infantry :1t Rockland, Ca,phtin Berry. and the "Di· 
company of Light Infantry a,t Lewi~,ton 1 C:1ptain Kelsey. 

The Eighth Divi::imi; under the ccmma,nd of Major General Han
nibal Belcher, was organized under the la,w of 1848, and is com
posed of twenty-four companies, :is :1ppe:1rs from the rosters in this 
office. Returns have been received from only two companies in this 
Division, which may be accounted for from the fact that the term-of 

enlistment hais in most cases expired. 

In the First Division, commanded by Major General James 
Thomas; in the Third Division, commanded by Major General H. 
W. Cunningham; in the Sixth Division, commanded by Major Gen
eral Timothy Ludden; in the Seventh Divislon, commanded by 
Major G-eneral Henry S. Jones; and in the Second Division, no 
regimental organiz~Ltions have been effected. 

In the Second Division a vacancy exists in the office of Major 

Gen.eml. Samuel Goodridge, Esq., of Rome, was elected by the 
last Legislature to fill said vacancy, but not_ residing within the 
limits of the Division, declined to accept the commission. 

There have been organized during the past year, eighteen new 
companies, all of which have been attached to the several Divisions 
and become a portion of the Volunteer Militia of the State. Their 
number and arm of service are as follows: no new companies 
appearing in the Eighth Division, thus there appear in the 

First Division--One company of Artillery, at Biddeford. 

Second Division-One comp:my of Riflemen, at Hallowell. 

Third Division-Three companies 'Of Light Infantry; one m 
Vinalhaven, one in Camden, n,ncl one in Morrill. 

Fourth Division-Four companies; one of Riflemen at Thom
aston, one of Riflemen at Rockland, one of· Light Infantry at Rich
mond, and one of Light Infantry n,t Lewiston. 

Fifth Division--Two companies of Light Infantry; one in Bath,. 
and one in Durham. 

Sixth Divisiun--Ono company of Light Infantry) at Norway. 
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li,1eventh Di-i·ision--'l1wo cornpanies of .Riflernrn; one a,t Bluebill, 
and one at Franklin. 

Ninth Division-Four companies; one of Light Infantry at 
Bucksport, one of Riflemen at Sebec, one of Riflemen at Veazie, 
and one of Riflemen at Dover. 

At the present time there are no petitions before the Governor 
and Council for new companies; all, with few exceptions, asked for 
during the past year, having been granted; among the exceptions,. 
were several for Artillery companies, which were unfavorably 
reported upon by the Council, for the following reasons: '' That 
the number of Artillery companies already organized is sufficiently 
large, in proportion to the Infantry, that for any service they will 
be likely to be called upon to perform; Infantry would be more 
available and less expensive to the State;" and I have no hesitation 
in fully concurring· with the opinion expressed in the report of 
Council. 

It has been with great embarrassment that I have been called 
upon to furnish requisite arms and equipments for so many new 
companies, and, in fact, have not been able in some instances, until 
very recently, to furnish companies that were long since organized, 
in consequence of the over-draught of our Quota from the United 
States for 1854, as will appe!:1,r by the following extract from the 
communication of Colonel Craig, Captain of the Ordnance depart
ment, in which he says : '' The Quota assigned to the State of 
Maine, in conformity with the recent laws of Congress, providing 
for the apportionment of arms to the States, according to the num
ber of representatives and senators in Congress respectively, amounts 
to 365 muskets, from which are to be deducted, to correct the appor
tionment of 1854, 292 12-13 muskets." Thus it will be seen that 
we were not in a condition to supply the necessary demand, having 
drawn our entire Quota in Infantry equipments, amounting to 
190 setts, with the exception of a few arms and equipments, as 
samples, which are deposited in this office; and had it not been for 
the authority given by the Resolve of the last legislature, author
izing the disposal of certain military property in the State Arsenals, 
it would have been possible to furnish but a very small portion of 
.the new companies organized the past year. 
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In pursuance of said Resolve, I visited the Arsenals at Portland 
and Bangor, to examine and determine the kind of property 
authorized to be sold or disposed of. I found at the Arsenals a large 
quantity of military property entirely unfit for service, such as 
muskets, many of them in very bad condition, being rusty or broken, 
particularly those used in the Aroostook expedition, and none except 
those with flint lock, which the companies were unwilling to receive. 
Also, a large quantity of old cannon shot, and shell, which were 
entirely useless to the State, being of large calibre, and from long 
exposure had become very rusty, and were every year becoming 
less valuable in consequence of the deterioration in weight, being of 
little or no use, except for old iron. After taking a schedule of the 
entire property, and determining what I was authorized to dispose 
of by the resolve, I corresponded with certain parties in New York 
and New Haven, who, I found by letters on file in this office, had , 
been negotiating with my predecessor; both parties having made 
proposals for exchange of new for the old property, then contemplated 
being disposed of.- I received an answer from New Haven, declin
ing to fulfill as proposed ; the party from New York came here, 
and, in company with myself, visited the Arsenals in Portland and 
Dangor. After examination, an offer was made for the entire 
property, which I considered too low, and did not accept. I 
afterwards visited Massachusetts and New York, and confered with 
the Acting Quarter-Master General and Commissary of those states, 
in regard to their disposal of similar property, which they had 
recently made. After getting such information as I was able from 
that source, I came to the conclusion to advertise for proposals, 
which I did inlthe newspapers in this State, Massachusetts and New 
York, giving some three months notice; the result was the receiving 
of three proposals, besicle the offer already made, each of them, with 
one exception, being for the same and small portion of the property, 

leaving such on hand as would, separately, be almost worthless to 
dispose of. I consequently accepted the proposal of a firm in New 
York for the entire property to be disposed of, which, although very 
much less than original cost, I am fully satisfied was as high as 
could be possibly obtained, amounting in the aggregate to the sum 
of .-rteen thousand two hundred ninety-eight dollars and ninety 
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cents; which has been expended, a,greeably to the Resolve, for arms, 
equipments, and such other milita,ry property as, in my judgment, 
was the most necessary for the use of militia of the State; my 
account with the vouchers has been presented and audited by the 
Governor and Council. 

Of the arms and equipmeuts in the possession of troops, but few 
are stated in their returns, and none otherwise than in a servicable 
condition. Yet I am credibly informed that many which were issued 
under the Act of 1848, are in a very scattered condition, and will 
eventually prove a great loss to the State, unless some efficient mode 
can. be devised to reclaim them. Those in the Arsenals are in good 
oondition, all having been overhauled and cleaned the past summer. 
No ammunition of any description is now furnished by the State to 
be accounted for. 

The following is a table of the military property of the State, as 
near as can be ascertained by returns of Arsenal keepers, and com
panies, for 1854 and 1855 : 

''s 
' 1 
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'rhere have heen issued from this office during the past year, one 
hundred and sixty-six commissions; and twenty-three discharges 
granted. . 

The total expenditures of this department for the year 1855, out 
of the appropriation of one thousand dollars for military purposes, 
stands at six hundred thirty-seven dollars and ninety-five cents. 
All accounts connected with the disbursements have been regularly 
rendered, and duly audited and closed, by the Governor and Council. 

A gun house on the land of R. H. Gardiner, in the city of Gar
diner, was, under authority of a Resolve of 1850, disposed of, for 
the sum of fifty dollars. The expenses of sale were five dollars; 
net proceeds being paid into the treasury of State. 

I have visited the Arsenals at Portland 'and Bangor several times 
during the past year1 and found the property of the State well cared 
for by the able keepers, Messrs. Kimball and Morse, who are enti
tled to much credit for the zeal and fidelity with which they have 
discharged their duties. 

I deem it my duty, before closing my report, to call attention to 
the condition of the enclosure about the Arsenal at Portland, which, 
upon examination, I found much decayed, and can hardly, in my 
judgment, long stand against the winds that prevail in that locality; 
and to have the buildings and property exposed, as they must be 
without a substantial enclosure, would be likely to result in great 
loss or damage to the State. I would recommend an appropriation 
for building new, or at least thoroughly repairing the old fence, as 
I think it could not lrnt prove, in the end, a measure of economy to 
the State. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

JAMES R. BACHELDER, Adjutant General . 

• 
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• 

• 



STATE ()F :\IALNE. 

ADJur., \T UENEKAL's 0.FF,ICE, ~ 
Augusta, Jan. 1, 1856. { 

The subjoined, having reference to the organizing, arming, equipment and 
government of the Volunteer Militia, is published for general information, 
from the several Acts of 1848, 1849 and 1854. 

Volunteer Militia. 

* " The uniformed 0r active militia of this State shall consist and be com
posed of volunteers, or companies raised at la,ge; and shall, in all cases be 
first ordered into service, to suppress riots, to repel invasion, or to aid civil 
officers in the execution of the laws of the State. 

* '' The whole number of volunteers shall not exceed ten thousand men, and 
shall be apportioned to the several divisions of the militia throughout the 
State, as follows: to the first division, twenty-six companies; to the second 
division, twenty-two companies; to the third division, fifteen companies; to 
the fourth division, twenty-four companies; to the fifth division, twenty-six 
companies; to the sixth division, twenty-two companies; to the seventh divis
ion, eighteen companies; to the eighth division, twenty-one companies; and 
to the ninth division, twenty-six companies. 

t " If any division shall neglect or refuse for the term of two years, to raise 
at large their quota of volunteers, according to the :Aisions of this act, the 
commander-in-chief may grant petitions to citize~~ any other division, to 
raise at large the prescribed number of volunteers herein provided. . • 

Organization. 

* " The commander-in-chief, with the advice of the council, may grant 
petitions for raising companies at large, not to exceed the total number stated 
in the sixth section of this act for all the divisions, inclusiva of companies now 
raised and organized. 

*"Whenever forty-eight men shall have been enlisted according to the 
provisions of this act, an election of officers may be ordered upon notification 
being given by one or more of the petitioners, attested by the mayor of any 
city, the selectmen of any town, or the assessors of any plantation within the 
State, to the commander-in-chief; and in case there be no officer of the volun
teer corps conveniently located to preside at such election, the major general, 
or other oAer whose duty it shall be to cause an election to take place, may 

* Paragraphs commencing with a* are compiled from the act of 1854; t, from the aet 
of 1848; t, from the act of 184!:l. 
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authorize the members enlisted as above to choose some suitable person to 
preside at said election, and to make return thereof to the major general, or 
other officer commanding the division. 

t "The several volunteer companies of cavalry, artiliery, light infantry, 
and riflemen in each division, shall be numbered and a record made of such 
numbers in the Adjutant General's Office~ and when they exist in sufficient 
numbers in any one division, they shall compose batta1i6ns and regiments, and 
be put under the command of 1mch regimental, brigade and division offic_ers as 
the commander-in-chief may designate; and when not attached to any battalion 
or regiment, to remain in command of its captain, or commanding officer, 
subject to the orders of the brigadier general 0f the brigade to which the com
pany is attached. 

t "Every non-commissioned officer and soldier of any company raised at 
large, shall be holden to do duty therein for the term of five years from his 
enlistment, unless du!ability after enlistment should absolutely incapacitate 
him to perform such duty, or he should be regularly discharged by the proper 
officer. 

How Officered. 
t " To each company of light infantry or riflemen, there shall be one cap

tain, one first and one second lieutenant, four sergeants, four corporals, one or 
more fifers or buglers, and one or more drummers. To each company of 
artillery, one captain, one first and two second lieutenants, five sergeants, four 
corporals, one or more fifers, one or more drummers, and three drivers. To 
each company of cavalry, one captain, two lieutenants, one cornet, five ser
geants, four corporals, one saddler, one farrier, and one or more trumpeters. 

t "The sergeants of •.. pames shall be appointed by, and receive warrants 
from, the commanding ers of their respective companies; and so muc)l of 
the forty-sixth section of· the sixteenth chapter of the revised statutes as is 
incon4Jrtent therewith is hereby repealed. 

Articles Furnished. 
* "Each company of uniformed militia, raised at large, shall, whenever the 

State may have on hand the same for distribution, be furnished with arms and 
equipments suitable to its corps of service. Each company so raised, shall 
also be provided with the requisite books of tactics, and musical instruments, 
and with such tents and other articles of camp equipage as the commander-in
chief may direct. 

* '·' The commissioned officers of every company receiving arms, equipments 
or other military property, in virtue of this act, shall, from the time of their 
qualifications, be held jointly and severally responsible for the safe keeping 
and ret.urn thereof to the State. 

* '·' Suitable armories shall be provided in advance, by companif making 
requisition for arms and equipments, or by the city, town or plantation within 
the hmita of which said comapanies shall have been chiefly raised, or shall have 
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voted to establish said armories; and all arms, equipments and camp equipage 
furnished to said companies, shall be regularly deposited in said armories, 
subject to withdrawal for the military uses and purposes only of said compa
nies, in body, and under the proper, officer or officers. The evidence that the 
armories named in this section have been duly provided for, shall be the cer
tificate to the acting quartermaster-general, qt the mayor, or two or more 
aldermen, selectmen or assessors (as the case may be) of the locality in which 
such armories shall have been established. 

*"Any person who shall wilfully mar or mjure any of the arms, equip
ments or other military property issued to any company of volunteer militia, 
or the armory, or any portion thereof, or of its fixtures, provided for the 
deposit of said arms, equipments or other military property, shall be subject 
to a fine of not less than one nor more than fifty dollars ; said fine to be recov
ered in any court of competent jurisdiction, in the name of the clerk or com
manding officer of the company legally in charge or possession, and to be 
passed into the treasury of said company, for appropriation to its military 
purposes, by a vote of the commissioned officers. 

* "No resignation of any officer of a company of volunters shall be accepted, 
nor shall such officer be, by any form of discharge, relieved from his responsi
bility for arms, epuipments or other articles of military property, furnished to 
said company, until it shall have been .made to appear by certificate of the 
officers thereof, not less than two, that the said arms, equipments, and other 
articles of military property, are, at the time of date of such certificate, undi
minished in quantity, and unimpaired in value, reasonable use and wear, and 
losses by fire excepted. 

Discipline, Inspection, Trainings and Reviews . 
• t "The system of discipline and field exercise which are ordered to be 

observed by the regular army of the United States in the diffarent corps of 
cavalry, artillery, light infantry and riflemen, or such other system as may at 
any time hereafter be directed for the volunteerts and militia, by the laws of 
the United States, shall be observed by the companies raised at large in this 
State, in the discipline and exqrcise of said corps respectively. 

t "Every commanding officer of a company raised at large, shall parade 
his company on the last Wednesday in May, annually, at one o'clock in the 
afternoon, for the pttrn.ose of inspecting, examining and taking account of all 
equipments of his men, in order that a thorough inspection may be made of 
all volunteer companies in the State. Every commanding officer of a company 
shall exercise and discipline, as well as inspect his company on said day, 
Every commanding officer as aforesaid, shall, in addition thereto, parade his 
company for exercise and discipline on two other days, at the hour aforesaid, 
by his own order. 

t '' There shall also be an inspection and review in each year, and the com
manding officer of each division within which such volunteer corps may be 
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located, shall order such troops to parade in th.e month of September annually, 
at such time as he shall deem expedient, regard being had to the scattered or 
compact situation of the troops. The commanding officer of the brigade shall 
appoint the place, and give notice thereof to the commanding officer of the 
division. But if the troops to be inspected compose a regiment or battalion, 
the commandmg officer thereof shall appoint the place, and give notice to the 
commanding officer of the brigade, and the place ,appointed for inspection and 
review shall be as centrnl as in the judgment of the officer appointing; the place 
may be expedient. Provided, That no officer, non-commissioned officer or 
private, shall be obliged to travel more than twenty miles from the armory of 
the company to which he belongs, to any review of a regiment or less body of 
troops, and that no larger body than a brigade be ordered to parade at the 
same time and place, except by order of the major general. 

t "It shall be the duty of the commanding officers of all volunteer compa
nies, on or before the first day of November annually, to make out and certify 
to the Adjutant General, a list of all persons belonging to their respective 
companies, describing the duties performed by each individual in his company 
throughout the year. 

Fines and Pe.nalties. 
t "Every non-commissioned officer, mu!d~ian or private, who shall unneces

sarily neglect to appear on the days and at the times and places appointed for 
such duty, agreeably to the provifion of this act, shall pay two dollars for 
each tmd evEry such neglect, to he collected in action of debt, one-half of which 
shall go to the prosecutor, and the other half to the clerk of the company, 
for the use of said company. 

t "Whenever any volunteer company whic~ has received any arms and 
equipments ~om the acting quartermaster general shall be disbanded, the 
acting quartermaster general is required to receive said arms and equipmentis, 
on presentation of the same by the officers of said company or their ag~ts. 

t "No adjutant shall be entitled to any pay for services by this act. 
t "It shall be the duty of the Adjutant General to furnish the necessary 

blanks for all returns required by this act. 
t "An act to repeal the 42d section of the 16th chapter of the revised stat

utes, approved :March 11, 18°1:2, and an act to govern and discipline militia, 
approved march 22, 1844, are hereby repealed; and so much of the 16th 
chapter of the revised statutes, and the act to amend the 16th chapter of the 
revised statutes, approved .March 24, 1843, as "\\~as repealed by said act, 
approved March 22, 1844, excepting sections 41 and 42 of said chapter, and 
is not inconsistent with the provisions of this act, are hereby revived. All 
acts providing pay for servi.:;es of any military officer, or for the (hstribution 
of rations, pay, or powder, to any soldier, are herehy repealed; and no officer 
discharging any duty under this act, shall be entitled to any pay whatever. 

t "This act Ehall n0t authorize any distribution or supply of powder to ~ny 
company of artillery, except in any case when a special order for that purpose 
shall be made by the commander-in-chief." 




