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TIIIRTY-TIIIRD LEGISLATURE. 
SENATE. No. 12. 

STATEMENT OF A. B. THOMPSON, 
In answer to J. M. CARLETON'S Report, on his claim to have paid 

over to him money in the State Treasury, allowed him by tho 
General Government. 

The Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Maine, now in Legislature assembled: 

• I hereby respectfully ,represent :-That I have to-day seen a 
minority report of the committe on the judicLary, on my petition 
for balance pay as Quartermaster-General, signed by Jason M. 
Carleton . 

.As most of the facts in relation to my claim, therein stated, 
were never before the committee when my petition was consid
ered, and cons-equently, as I have had no opportunity of making 
any ~planation in relation to them, I ask leave to submit the 
following statement in answer to said minority report, and in 
explanation of the charges therein made against me. 

Jn relation to the salary of .Adjutant General, the sum pro
vided by law is for the duty of that office only. This is not 
only apparent by the law itself, but from the fact that the Leg
islature at the first session after the law passed establishing 
the salary, by resolve, paid the Adjutant General a specific sum 
in addition for the services of Quartermaster-General. Other 

\Vm. T. Johnson, Printer to the State. 
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special resolves were passed for pay for this service, until tlie 
practice obtained of allowing a commission of five per cent. on 
the disbursements made in the quartermaster-general's depart
ment; and this was continued up to the time of the service 
charged by me, and subsequently as long as there were any 
disbursements in that department. The constitution requires 
the Adjutant General to discharge the duties of Quartermaster" 
General, until the appointment of that officer is provided for by 
law; but it does not require him to perform these duties, iI1 
addition to the duties of .Adjutant General, for the salary of 
.Adjutant General. The sum paid for duty in the Quartermas
ter-General's department, is neither a fee nor emolument af the 
office of .Adjutant General ; but is for services in an entirely 
distinct military department. 

Mr. Carleton states that I was in the public service, as Quar .. 
termaster-General, from January 241 1839, to March 31, 1840 1 
this is true. But he says further, that 1' during the time afore .. 
said, General Thompson had twelve very respectable and wor
thy gentlemen assistants and staff officers u:rr~er hlm," "who 
received for their services from the treasury of the State, the 
sum of $2,931.04, of which sum only $2,826.40 has been allowed 
and paid by the United States, showing that these gentlemen 
were over-paid the sum of $104.64." By this statement it 
would appear that I employed others at the expense of the 
State to discharge dnties belonging to me to perfonn, and fol"' 
which I charge the State ; and that they were in service and 
under pay, the whole time for which 1 claim pay. The gdhtle .. 
men to whom he alludes, ne-ver performed a particle of the 
duties of Quartermaster-General. '1:hey were Assistant Quar~· 
termasters anrl'Assist~nt Commissaries of subsistence, stationed 
with the several detachments of troops in the public service, 
and only such number of them as the regulations of the army 
require, and whose services cauld not have been dispensed 
with. They were in service only while the troops were embod., 
ied, and were discharged as soon as the public property in their 
~ustody could be safely disposed of. Theil' periodis of serviee-
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w-cn·o from loss than one month to four months, one of them only 
six months. He says further that these staff officers have been 
paid for their services more than the State has received there
for from the general government. 'there has been paid by the 
general government for the services of these officers, a sum 
considerably more than they have received from the State, and 
I request in my petition, that this excess should be paid over 
to them. The resolve provides that the governor and council 
shall be authorized to pay over this excess to them. If there is 
no excess, the resolve c~tn do no harm. The amounts allowed, 
as appears in Mr. Harris' first report, were on their original 
accounts. Afterwards new accounts were presented, embracing 
the allowances to which they were entitled, and the additional 
amounts allowed and paid over to the State. 

Mr. Carleton says on page 3 of his report, that "by the re
solve before stated, General Thompson was to receive the same 
pay and allowances that a similar officer in the army of the 
United States would be entitled to, being $104 per month; 
amounting to $:J.,483.73 for 14 months and 8 days service as 
aforesaid, and subsistence during said time, amounting to 
$1,039.20, together with the sum of $433 for fuel and quarters, 
making the aggregate sum of $2,955.93 which was paid to him 
out of moneys of the State." This is all true. But he goes 
on and says, " this was all he was entitled to by the resolve 
aforesaid." This is not true; for by the resolve I was entitled 
to all the allowances of an officer of that grade in the United 
StatetJ army. He then says, "but in addition to this, he 
received his salary and clerk hire as Adjutant General during 
said 14 months and 8 days." This is true; and I also per
formed all the duties devolving upon the office of Adjutant 
General, and for the salary as fixed by law. Mr. Carleton fur
ther says, that I receirnd of the State, for expenses to Bangor, 
$16.13, Portland, $11, to Bangor, Houlton and Calais, $51. 76, 
to Bangor, $16.26, and to Bangor, $17.51. My authority there.
for is the "general regulations for the army," in force at the 
time, authorized by the Secretary of War, December 31, 1836, 
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sent me by the Secretary of War at the time our troops were 
in service, for my guidance in our military expenditures. Under 
the head "Quartermaster's Department," paragraph 61, it is 
said, "officers who travel under orders, without troops or mili
tary stores, beyond the range of their appropriate duties, not 
less than 20 miles, shall be allowed 10 cents per mile, or if 
they prefer it, the actual cost of their transportation for the 
whole journey, provided they shall have traveled by the Rhort
est mail route. Staff Officers, such as Inspectors General, 
Paymasters, &c., who travel under general authority of the reg
ulations, are to be considered as traveling under orders." 
This, it will be perceived, is sufficient authority for making the 
charge, and in addition, the whole amount thereof has been 
allowed at Washington, and paid over to the State. He also 
says I received of the State, for board and quarters at Bangor, 
$49.43. This also was for my traveling expenses, and it has 
also been allowed by the general government, and paid over to 
the State. He further charges that I received, "for expenses 
going to Washington and back, including cxpimses of trans
portation of extra baggage, sickness, &c., $404.38.n I presume 
this amount is correct, although I have nothing before me to 
enable me judge as to the sum. But what connection this has 
with my claim before the Legislature, I am unable to perceive. 
It was for expenses in going to Washington under the resolve 
of the Legislature, and by the appointment of the Governor, to 
present our claim to Congress and press its allowance ~ the 
general government. It was service rendered after the"l:ime 
for which I charged for duties performed as Quartermaster 
General in the Aroostook service, and for which I have received 
nothing but my personal expenses while absent. I am not 
aware that I did not faithfully discharge the duties with which 
I was charged; and it seems the Governor and Council were 
satisfied with the expenses of the journey, or they probably 
would not have allowed the amount. 

4 

I am further reported as having_ received $4.50 for expenses 
.in going to Bath. The business which callM me thither, was fa 
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connection with the State Arsenal there; this was in 1839. In 
1840 I am found to have received for disbursements $3.15, 
$12.89, and $160. I have no recollection of these allowances 
now, but whatever they were, the service was performed after 
the time I charged for the Aroostook service; and the amount 
allowed me must be presumed to be correct, as the Governor 
and Council made the allowance with a full knowledge of the 
facts. This had nothing to do with the service, embraced in 
my claim now before the Legislature. My time in the Aroos
took service was made up to March 31, 1840. This expendi
ture ·was for the ordinary State dislmrsements, such as musical 
instruments, erection and repair of gun-houses, expenses at 
arsenals, and ammunition for artillery, and the service was ren
dered after March 31, 1840. It is next said that I received 
$3 per day and expenses, for going to Washington, and for 51 
days. And it is said in the report, that "this is proved by his 
statement before the committee." I did not know that this 
:Jrnd ever been denied; nor do I know any reason why it should 
be denied; nor can I perceive what the statement has to do 
with the business submitted to the committee. About two 
and a half years after the close of my Aroostook service, I was 
appointed by Governor Fairfield to go on to Washington to 
attend to auditing our war accounts. I remained in that ser
vice seYeral months. The Governor and Council, in my ab
sence, fixed the amount of compensation for the service, and 
on my return I settled with them accordingly. It is for senices 
rendered years after the time embrace9- in my account of servi
ces as Quartermaster General, and when I held no office under 
the State government. It is next said, that "in addition to 
this, he was paid his salary and clerk hire while gone, $222.21." 
How this could be, when I had held no office in the State for 
nearly two years, perhaps the ingenuity of the minority of the 
committee can explain. Further it is said, "he also received 
for disbursing fees the further sum of $360." "Also for audit
ing the accounts of disbursements made by and under him from 
,Janimry 1, to March 31, 1840, the further sum of $621.40." 
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The first of these, is an item the council reported as a part of 
my pay in 1839, but I never rnceived it. The second is em
braced in the $2,955.93, as will be seen by the minority report, 
page 3. I received for the whole time, from January 24, 1839, 
to March 31, 1840, 14 months and 8 days, $2,955.93. It will 
be seen that the above item of $621.40, was for service from 
January 1, to March 31, 1840, and included in the above sum 
of $2,955.93. The further sum for transportation, $7.75, makes 
up the aggregate of $3,278.03, not a dollar of which I have 
received for my services as Quartermaster General. Such por
tion of the money as has been paid to me, has been for expenses 
incurred necessarily in the discharge of duty, and to a reasona
ble amount, as proved by its having been allowed by the 
Governor and Council; or for services rendered at times not 
embraced in my Aroostook war accounts. The report further 
says, "to which aggregate sum add the sum of $2,965.93, first 
herein alluded to, making the sum total of $6,233,96, which he 
actually received from the State for his personal services alone 
for the short term of about fourteen months." This statement 
in the report I pronounce untrue, and it will be perceived that 
it is so from the foregoing exhibit which I lmve made. The 
report goes on to say: " besides all this, the State furnished 
him during this time with thirteen extra clerks who aided him 
in the discharge of the duties for which he received the pay 
aforesaid, to which clerks the State paid the further sum of 
$830.68." By this statement, it would be understood that for 
the whole period of 14 months and 8 days, I employed 14 clerks 
at the expense of the State, who performed the duty which I 
received pay for, and which I should have discharged myself. 
A.s provided for in the regulations, I employed one permanent 
clerk in the Quartermaster General's department, and one in 
the Paymaster General's department. At the time of paying 
off the troops, as many extra clerks were employed as would 
facilitate the discharge of the companies; and it will be per
ceived, that every additional clerk that could be usefully em
ployed, would be the means of saving large sums of money to 
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the State. If, by means of an extra clerk, a company could be 
discharged from service a day earlier, the State would save 
hundreds of dollars thereby. No more extra clerks were em
ployed for this service than the interest of the public required. 

When the accounts of the towns and individuals were being 
examined by a committee of the Legislature in 1840, they 
attended to that service in the Adjutant General's office. I 
furnished clerks to facilitate their labors; and particularly near 
the close of the session it required a large number of clerks to 
get through the accounts thus examined, and to have the whole 
accounts of our military claim on the general government made 
up at the earliest possible day for presentation at Washington. 
I therefore on these two occasions, employed, for a few days, 
a large number of clerks, as many as could be usefully em
ployed. Had I not done so, the public interest would have 
suffered greatly. My authority for these appointments, will be 
found in the army regulati~ns, before referred to, article 
'' Quartermaster's Department," page 141, paragraph 21, where 
it says the Quartermaster General "shall have authority to 
employ, or cause to be employed, all agents, extra clerks, super
intendents, mechanics, laborers, and other persons, necessary 
to the prompt and efficient performance of all the various du
ties of his department." 

The report further states that this "$830.68 was not allowed 
by the United States, on the ground that he had received the 
pay for discharging the duties of his office, by and under the 
rules applicable to the army of the United States, and could 
not be paid undf)r the provisions of the third section of the act 
of Congress, passed June 13, 1842." This was the case at the 
time of the first report of !fr.-Harris ; but on a re-hearing, the 
whole amount of clerk hire charged in our account was allowed 
l)y the accounting officers of the treasury, and the amount has 
been paid over to Maine, as I shall be able to show the Gov
ernor and Council. It will therefore be seen, that the sum 
stated in the report of $7,064.54 as having been paid me for 
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the duties of Quartermaster General, is again reduced to the 
original $2,955.93. 

The report further says, that "in addition to this, the State 
furnished General Thompson with that portion of the capitol 
set apart for the Adjutant General, it being his quarters before 
alluded to; and also with wood belonging to the State _at the 
rate of six dollars per cord, (prepared for the fi~,) during the 
.term aforesaid; for which fuel and quarters he retained out of 
moneys of the State, then in his hands, the sum of $433, saying 
that he had charged the same to the United States; making in 
money, fuel, and quarters, the sum total of $7,602.28, which 
General Thompson realized the benefit of, excepting the $104.-
64 above stated, as ascertained by the proofs aforesaid." 
This statement is erroneous, as appears Jly Mr. Carleton's 
own showing. On page three of his own report, he shows 
that I charge the $433 for the fuel and quarters as a part 
of the $2,955.93. Again it is erroneous, for the State has 
never furnished me quarters nor fuel therefor. The allowance 
for this item is found in the "Regulations," page 143, para
graph 30. To a Brigadier General, as quarters, four rooms 
and one kitchen; and from one to four and a half cords wood 
per month, according to the season and the climate ; and when 
quarters in kind are not furnished, commutation therefor 
is authorized by paragraph 53. The Quartermaster General 
is abo entitled to an office. I never charged for an office, 
nor fuel therefor; nor has the State ever furnished me with 
fuel and quarters. The amount of this allowance to an 
o~cer for fuel and quarters is simply an allowance for his 
house rent for himself and family-in other words, it is a part 
of the salary of the office. And had the person who drew the 
report possessed more knowledge of military affairs, he would 
have known that this charge by me of allowance for fuel and 
quarters, could have no possible connection with my occupation 
of the Adjutant General's office in the capitol at Augusta. 

The report further states, that "General Thompson says, by 
his petition, that the United States have allowed and repaid to 
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the State large sums over and aboye the sums which he re
ceived from the State for the service aforesaid. Such vague 
and uncertain terms as those employed by General Thompson 
in his petition, naturally suggest to the inquiring mind the 
important question, Yiz: If these facts really exist, why does 
not General Thompson state in round numbers the amount he 
received from the State, and the amount the United States 
have allowed and repaid to the State?" In answer to this, I 
say, that I state in my petition, that the sum I have received 
from the State, for this service, is $2,955.93, and that this is 
the only amount, either directly or indirectly, which I have 
ever received therefor; and that any statement which says I 
have received a single dollar more than this amount is totally 
unfounded. That the amount is, 
For monthly pay, 14 months, 8 days, 
For subsistence same time, 
For allowance for fuel and quarters, 

$1,483 73 
1,039 20 

433 00 

Making the sum of, $2,955 93 
I proved before the committee, at its last session, that there 
had been allowed and paid into the treasury by me, in 1843, for 
this service : 
Monthly pay, 
Subsistence, 
Allowance for servants, 
Allowance for forage, 

and I also showed that there had heen allowed for 
fuel and quarters, . 

$1,482 83 
1,039 20 

GG6 14 
570 32 

$3,758 49 • 
433 00 

$4,191 49 
Showing the amount proved to have been allowed $4,191.49, 
and deducting amount I have received of $2,955.93, leaves a 
balance due me of $1,235.56. I also stated to the committee, 
that Mr. Harris, the agent of the State at Washington, had 
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informed me that the only remaining item I claim, which is for 
double rations, had been allowed, and that he had sent the 
money to the State treasury. But I could produce there no 
official evidence of the allowance or payment. I thought this 
statement would be deemed by the committee sufficiently defi
nite, and I believe they were satisfied thereof. Of what is said 
further in that paragraph from which I have last quoted, about 
my mystifying the accounts, I will only say, that I regret that 
one who has taken upon himself a, -solemn oath impartially to 
discharge the duties of a representative, should deem it neces
sary to attempt to bring reproach upon an humble individual, 
who merely asks the Legislature to grant him an opportunity 
to satisfy the Governor and Council that he has a just claim to 
money now in the treasury of the State. And this attempt is 
made without a shadow of foundation. The report says further, 
that I have neglected to furnish the Legislature with the 
necessary evidence. My answer to this is, that I have exhibited 
to the commjttee all the evidence in relation thereto that is in 
the possession of any of the departments of our State govern
ment. 

The report goes on to say, " although he has harrassed this 
body for fourteen years with this inequitable claim, and it 
became necessary to go into a labored investigation of the 
same, which has been done, and the result shows, I think 
beyond a doubt, that said Thompson received the amount afore
said from the State for the aforesaid services." If the meaning 
of this sentence is rightly understood by me, it charges that 
ibis claim has been before the Legislature for the last fourteen 
years; that it is an iniquitous claim; and that I have received 
for this service, the amount stated in the report on page five, 
the sum of $7,602.28. With regard to the first charge, I say, 
that the claim was never before the Legislature prior to the 
year 1852. If I am not correct in this, the records of the 
Legislature will show that I have stated a falsehood. And if 
they do not, the statement in the report must be untrue. The 
second charge, that the claim is iniquitous, I will not trust myself 



STATEMENT OF A. B. rl'HOMPSON. 11 

to characterize. The third charge I have already shown to be 
without foundation. 

Mr. Carleton then goes on to state what he says has been 
allowed by the general government and paid over to the State, 
for my services. He finds the amount to be $4,191.49, agree
ing precisely with my statement, both before the committee, 
and also in this answer. I further state, that I have been in
formed by Mr. Harris, the agent of the State, that a further 
sum of $1:039.20, has been allowed the State, at Washington, 
for my claim for double rations; and -that he has paid the 
amount over to the treasury of Maine. But I do not contend 
that this is ~cgal proof of its having been allowed. Should the 
resolve pass, if I cannot satisfy the Governor and Council that 
this has been allowed the State, of course I cannot myself 
receive it. But the report further says that there is "a balance 
of $2,042.4 7, besides the quarters and wood furnished him as 
aforesaid, which the State really paid to General Thompson 
for his services alone, more than has been allowed and re-paid to 
the State for the entire services of General Thompson and his 
13 extra clerks." This statement is untrue, and must have 
been known to be so by Mr. Carleton at the time he made the 
report. What is said further in that paragraph, about the 
State losing interest on account of payments to me, will be seen 
to be without foundation. 

Mr. Carleton next goes on to state that I claim for double 
rations, which have never been allowed at '\Vashington. He 
might have omitted all this, for if this item has not been allowed 
the State, I do not claim it, either in my petition or in the 
resolve I request to have passed. But as the subject is noticed 
in the report, I will make a brief explanation. Under the 
resolve of March 1839, I was directed to pay the officers in 
service, the same allowances as were paid to officers of the 
army. Officers in the army commanding separate posts, are 
allowed double rations, and I was obliged, and did pay, all offi
cers in the Aroostook expedition, who commanded separate 
posts, double rations. But in the United States service, before 
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an officer can receive double rations, the Secretary of War must 
declare the post a double ration post. Our troops oot being 
called into service by the general government, the Secretary of 
War could not have declared our officers of the militia in this 
service, in command of double ration posts; and consequently 
the Paymaster General would not have authority, under the 
army regulations, to allow this charge for double rations. But 
although this technical objection prevented the allowance on 
the preliminary examination of our accounts at Washington; 
yet there was the sarue substantial reason to allow this item in 
our accounts, that there is for making it to officers in the army. 
From the decision of the Paymaster General, I carried the 
question up to the Secretary of War, and my argument thereon 
will be found in Mr. Harris' second report. The result has 
been an allowance, not only in my own case, but for the allow
ance of double rations to all other officers in the service, to 
whom I had made the allowance and charged the general gov
ernment. 

Mr. Carleton closes his report by a "recapitulation" of 
amount which he says was "paid out by the State " to me. He 
makes the amount $7,497.64. The amount down to· the figures 
$2,955.93 is correct. The next item is for my salary as .Adju
tant General and clerk hire, during the 14 months and 8 days 
charged as Quartermaster General in the .Aroostook service. 
My answer to this is, that I discharged the duties of .Adjutant 
General, (and I believe faithfully,) during that time, for the 
salary fixed by law; and that, although my duties were very 
iuch increased in this department, dnring this period: yet I do 
not claim any extra pay therefor, although 3 months pay for my 
services as .Adjutant General, was made up in our accounts 
against the general government, and allowed to the State, and 
the money therefor is now in the treasury of Maine. The items 
of stage fare and board at Bangor, I have stated, were for 
transportation, which I had not only the right to charge, under 
the regulations of the army, but which have been re·-paid to the 
State by the general government. The expense of going to 
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Washington, was for my personal expenses in going and returnd 
ing,, and remaining there several months., by order of the Legis~ 
lature and by appointment of the Governor. This was after 
the time charged in my account for services as Quartermaster 
General. I think it could hardly be expected that I should 
have rnade this journey to '"\Vashington at my own expense. Of 
my services there, and the success I met with in prosecuting 
our claim before Congress, our delegation in Congress can best 
judge. The next item is for services as agent of the State at 
Washington, and for which I was paid the sum fixed therefor 
by the GoYernor and Council in my absence. This service was 
rendered in 1842 and 1843. The next item is for salary of 
.A._djutant General while on this service at Washington. It is 
hardly crQdible that the State should have paid me the salary 
of Adjutant General during this period, inasmuch as I had not 
held the office for some two or three years previous. Ttie 
$4.50 horse hire to Bath, was, as before named, my expense in 
going to Bath to take care of the public property in the State 
Arsenal at Bath, some three or four times during the year. 

The sums of $3.15 $12.89, and $160, disbursing fees, amount~ 
ing to $176.04, if the amount is correct, and I do not now know 
it is not so, were for money djslmrsed in the ordinary mili~ 
tary expenditures of the State, in 1840, and after the time 
embraced in my account as Quartermaster General in the 
Aroostook service, which ended March 31, 1840. The sum for 
disbursing of $360, mentioned in the report, I never received. 
The next sum put down, is $621.40, "for auditing disburse
ment accounts," and is the quarter's pay made up from January 
1, to March 31, 1840, and included in the $2,955.93, already 
acknowledged to have been received by me. I never received 
it in any other form, nor in the whole, anything beyond the 
$2,955.93. Next, the "transportation of trunk, $7. 7 5." This, 
as I have before stated, has been repaid, if it was a charge in 
the Aroostook accounts, but of this I have no recollection. 
The next is the fuel and quarters, which is again brought in, 
although Mr. Carleton himself includes it in the $2,955.93. 
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And this sum also has been refunded to the State, as Mr. Carle· 
ton states on page 7 of his report. Then comes the closing 
sum of $830.68, for 13 extra clerks. I have already shown, 
that I had the authority to appoint them; that their services 
were absolutely necessary to the public interest; and that their 
;gervices have been allowed the State by the general govern
ment, and the money now in the treasury of Maine. It is not 
necessary for me to go into a further examination of the figures 
on the last page of the report. Mr. Carleton makes the 
amount received from the general government, for my services, 
$4,191.49, the same as I have stated. Ile then says I have 
been paid $6,666.96, which is not true. He then again brings 
in the extra clerks, over-payments to staff officers, amou,nt paid 
Mr. Harris for his services, interest on over-payments to me 
to the amount of $3,619.53, the whole balance against me, as 
he figures it, being $7,258.38. I will only add, in relation to 
this statement, that it is without a shadow of foundation. 

I have been allowed by the general government, the sum of 
$5,230.69, for my services as Quartermaster General, in the 
Aroostook expedition, and the State has received the money 
therefor. I have received of the State the sum of $2,955.93, 
for this service, and onl,r this sum. I now ask that the Gov~ 
ernor and Council may be authorized to pay me over this bal& 
unce or so much thereof as I can prove to them has been 
received by the State. 

I put this statement into the case and am responsible there· 
for. And I am willing it should go before the Governor and 
Council, with a proviso in the resolve, that if they find a single 
material fact herein contained untrue, that they shall allow me 
nothing under the resolve; and I hereby obligate myself to the 
State to make no further claim thereon for any thing in relation 
to this service. 

Submitted with due respect, 

A. B. THOMPSON . 
• 

Brunswick, March 29, 1854. 
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1N SENA.T~; March 30, 1854. 
ORDERED, That 500 copies of the foregoing statement Lt 

printed for the use of the Legislature. 

WILLIAM TR.AFTON, t"iecretary, 




