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1vIE S SAGE. 

To the Senate, and 
House of Representatives: 

THE commissioners under the resolve passed at your la5t 

::iession authorizing the purchase of the lands owned by t1H~ 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts lying in the State of l\faine: 
made their final report to me on the 25th day of July last. 
Entertaining the opinion that the contract for a purchase 
entered into by them is one which it is advisable for the statP 
to accept, I issued my proclamation on the first inst., convening 
you at the present time and place as required by the resolve 
referred to. The contract, report of commissioners and accom
panying documents, are herewith laid before you for your con
sideration and final a,ction. 

WM. G. CROSBY. 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS. 

~Hon. WILLIAM G. CROSBY, 

Governor of Maine : 

THE undersigned, commissioners to negotiate and purchase 
the lands of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts lying in this 
state under a resolve of the legislature passed March 31, last 
past, having attended to the duties of said commission, would 
respectfully submit the following 

REPORT: 
That after having had several interviews with the commis~ 

sioners of Massachusetts and interchanging their several views 
in relation to the purchase of these lands, they have finally 
come to an agreement in relation to the same, which all the 
commissioners have signed and which is herewith transmitted. 

It will be seen from this agreement that the Commonwealth 
has offered to sell all her public lands in Maine for the sum of 
$362,500, or, that portion of the same situate in the first frve 
ranges of townships weat from the east line of the state for the 
sum of $105,000. 

And the State of Maine, through its commissioners, has 
agreed to accept one of the above mentioned offers, subject to 
the ratification of the legislature on or before the fifth day of 
October next. 

In relation to the offer made by the Commonwealth for the 
sale of all her public Janas in Maine, the commissioners would 
remark, that the quantity of land being so large: exceeding 
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1,100,000 acres, ancl being located in different sections of the 
state, one portion on the Kennebec waters, another on the 
Aroostook, ancl a large portion on the upper waters of the river 
St. John, it has not been possible for them, within the time lim
iting their action under said resolve, from personal examination 
or otherwise, fully to satisfy themselves of the value of said 
land, and to decide, whether or not, it would be advantageous 
to the state to purchase them at the price offered by Massach-u
setts, and therefore they are not prepared to recommend a pur
chase at that offer. 

Knowing, howeYer, the favorable opinion which many ente:t
t.ainccl of the value of these lands, they were desirous of obtain
ing the best offer they could from Massachusetts, and in a shape 
so as to present the same for the consideration of the legisla
ture. They therefore submit this offer of Massachusetts to the 
legislature for such final action as it may judge expedient. 

The commissioners, however, are of opinion, that it will be 
for the best interests of the state to accept the offer of Massa
chusetts for the sale of her lands in the fiyc first ranges of 
townships as set forth in said agreement, that the terms a:!'B 

advantageous, and they would therefore recommend a purchase 
of the same. 

This offer embraces about four hundred. and thirty thousand. 
acres of land at a price of twenty-four cents and a fraction p-e:i.· 
acre. These lands have been to a considerable extent examined 
by Messrs. Jackson and Holmes, geologists, and their agricul
tural capabilities made known through the severa..1 reports d' 
those gentlemen, made under the direction of the legislature. 

In the opinion of the commissioners, some portion of the 
lands embraced in this offer are more valuable for timber than 
for settlement, and such lands can be sold at prices above foe 
average paid by Maine. But it is not in a merely commercial 
view that the purchase is recommended, although the comm.js
sioners believe tha.t the sales of these lands, even to settlers, 
may and should be so managed as to reimburse Maine for aJI 

the outlay she makes. 
1 if 
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It is believed the whole state has an interest in these lands, 
and the question to be considered is not whether a few dollars 
may be lost or gained in the purchase ; but whether the oppor· 
tunity to purchase them shall be suffered to pass without mak
ing the purchase, in view of retarding or facilitating the settle~ 
ment of this part of the state. Shoulq Maine become the owner 
of the Massachusetts lands in the Aroostook region, there is 
reason to believe, that by a judicious course of legislation the 
settlement of this part of the state may be rapidly extended, 
and the resources of the state greatly augmented from an 
increase of population and taxable property. 

Roads have been made, at the expense of the state, in the 
direction of these lands ; settlements have been commenced 
upon many of the townships belonging to Maine ; mills have 
been erected at suitable places ; but, as Massachusetts has 
shown no inclination to promote the settlement of this country 
by encouraging settlements upon her lands, the growth of the 
country has been visibly retarded from this cause. 

Unless, therefore, the state purchase these lands at the pres
ent time, they will undoubtedly pass into the hands of private 
individuals or companies, whose principal object will be to 
remove all the timber, of any commercial value, from the lands, 
and who will give but little., attention to the settlement of the 
country. 

It will be seen from the act of Massachusetts authorizing the 
sale of these lands, that unless Maine elected to purchase them, 
it became the duty of the commissioners to dispose of the same 
to other purchasers. 

In view of this matter, so as to give time to those who might 
become purchasers to make preparations in the fall for lumber~ 
ing operations in the ensuing winter, the fifth day of October 
was the latest period to which the Massachusetts commissioners 
would consent to limit the time, for the final ratification on the 
part of Maine. 

Two maps of the lands offered for sale by Massachusetts, 
also a schedule of the lands, and copies of the sales of timber 
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by Massachusetts, and abstracts of the sales of lands in Maine 
since the separation, are herewith communicated. 

Dated at Portland tkis twenty-fifth day of July, 1853. 

REDEL WILLIA.MS, 
W. P. FESSENDEN, 
ELIJAH L. HAMLIN. 
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AGREEMENT. 

MEMORANDUM of an agreement between the Corrni;nonwealth of 
.J.lf assackusetts of the one part, and the State of Maine on 
the other part, acting by and through their respective agents 
thereunto duly authorized, as follows:-viz. 

The Commonwealth of :Massachusetts agrees to sell and cou~ 
ycy to the State of Maine all the lands belonging to said Com
monwealth lying within the State of Maine, including all claims 
against settlers thereon, and subject to all existing legal con
tracts and sales of timber heretofore made ; the said State of 
:Maine to have the benefit of all amounts to he paid for any 
stumpage under such contracts accruing upon any future opera
tions, for the sum of $3G2,500, to be paid as hereinafter set 
forth. 

Or at the option of said State of :Maine, the said common
wealth agrees to sell and convey to said state, all the lands of 
said commonwealth lying within the first five ranges of town
ships west of the cast line of the State of ::\fainc, including all 
claims against settlers, and subject to all existing legal con
tracts and sales of timber heretofore made ; the said State to 
have the benefit of stumpage accruing under futu1'e operation8 
as aforesaid, for the sum of $1051000, to he paid as hereinafter 
set forth. 

The said sums to be paid in such proportion of cash on the 
delivery of the deed, as the said State of :Maine may choose, 
and the residue in the scrip of said state, payable at any time 
or times not exceeding twenty years, with interest annually at 
five per cent., or in such other manner and times as the said 
parties may hereafter agree. 
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And the said State of Maine on its part hereby agrees to 
pmchase either the whole of said lands, or so much thereof as 
is contained within the first five ranges aforesaid, at the prices 
before named, payable as aforesaid. 

This agreement on the part of the State of Maine being sub
ject, however, to the action and ratification of the legislature of 
said state, as specined in the resolve authorizing this negotiation 
and contract. 

The said ratification by the legislature of Maine to be finally 
made and concluded upon on or before the fifth day of October 
next. 

The above agreement is not to include the fee of townships 
and tracts the ,.timber on which was sold to Messrs. Clark and 
:i\foCrillis by Massachusetts on the twelfth day of March; 
eighteen hundred and· fifty three. 

Dated at Boston, on the twenty-third day of July, A. D. 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three. 

E. M. WRIGHT, ~ Co111/lnissioners 
JACOB H. LOUD, of 
DA YID WILDER, JR., Massachusetts. 
S~I\.MUEL WARNER, JR., Land Agent. 

REUEL WILLIAMS, ~ Commissioners 
W. P. FESSENDEN, of 
ELIJAH L. HAMLIN, 1Jf aine. 
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SCHEDULES. 

SCHEDULE of Lands belonging to the Commonwealth of lJ;f as~ 
sachusetts, contained ·in the first five Ranges. 

-------------=--=-======c-=---=--=-=-=-=-===----------------~-·-"--~----

Doductions.-Acrcs. I Township and Range. 

Uudi cidecl Land. 

G, R. l, W.E.L.S., 

L, R. 2. 

M, R.2. 

N. pt. li, R. 4, 

Lands held in severalty. 

1 B, R. I, 
C, R. l, 
F, R. l, 
A, R. 2, 
C, R. 2, 
G, R. 2~ 

I, R. :.!, 
S. ~ 2. R. a, 

5, IL 3, 
E. ~ 0, H.. 3, 
W. ~ 9, R. 3, 

11, R. 3, 
13, R. 3, 
15, IL 3, 
4, R. 4, 

W.E.L.S., 
" 

" 

S. W. J 6, R. 4, " 
N. W. & S. E. :i 8, R. 4, 

W.E.L.S., 
No E. f 10, R. 4, " 

12, R.4, " 
14, R. 4-, 

E. ~ 2, R. 5, 
3, R. 5, 

~ 9, R. 5, 
15, R. 5, 

Quantity. 
Acres. 

9,303 

12,228 

10,058 

3,946 

11,520 
23,040 
23,040 
5,649 

23,040 
23,676 

23,040 
11,366 
23,040 
11,520 
11,520 
23,040 
23,040 
22,032 
23,040 
5,760 

11,520 
5,760 

23,040 
23,040 
11,358 
22,188 
17,280 
23,020 

460,104 

Settlers' Lots 
under Treaty, 

Settlers' Lots 
under Treaty, 

Settlers' Lots 
under Troaty, 

Settlers' Lots 
under Treaty, 

Remarks. 

I 

I 
I 

3,102 i 

429 

4,86) 

Lotted. 

Permitted to 1858. 
Lctted. 

·1,9 71 Lotted. 

Permitted to 1860. 

I Permitted. 
Permitted to 1861.* 
uermitted to 1861. i< 

Permitted to 1861.'I'· 
Permitted to 1860. 
Permitted to 1857. 

Permitted to 18GO. 

Permitted to 1861.'* 
Permitted to 1855. 
Permitted to 1860. 
Permitted to 1860. 

I 

Permitted. 
do 

* Permits on these four townships inure to the benefit of Maine in the cYent of a 
purchase, 
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TOWNSHIPS held in SBveralty, itnsold and itnincivrnbered. 

Townships, &c., held in 
severalty. 

~ of T. B, R. 1, 
C, R. l, 
A,R.2, 
C, R. 2, 
G,R.2, 
*I, R. 2, 
5, R. 3, 

N. E.;} 10, R. 4, 
s. ~ 6, R. 6, 
S. ~ and N. E. .± 5, R. 7, 
w. ~ 3, R. 8, 

B, R.10, 

N. B. K . .P. 

8. W.} No. 3, R. 3, 
No. 6, R. 3, 

W. B. K. P. 

S. ~ No. 2, R. 4, 
4, R. 5, 

3, R. 6, 

4, R. 6, 

1, R. 7, 
2, R. 7, 

E. ~ No._9, R. 3, 

Total neos, 

Acres. Unsold. 

11,520 Lotted. 
23,040 
5,649 Lottecl. 

23,040 
23,676 Lotted-net acres, 18, 705. 
23,04:0 
23,040 
5,760 

11,520 
17,280 
11,520 
17,424 

5,760 
500 Deduct 22,500 acres from fall Townships. 

11,520 
ll,fi20 

8,960 

22,185 

20,200 

About ~ of this town within Maine. Pay
son's Reports-page 1.2. 

About f of this town in Canada. Payson's 
Reports-page 12. 

About f of this town in Canada. Payson's 
Reports-page 12. 

6, 7~4 About i in Canada. 
11,520 

295,408 

-• !, R. 2, was permitted, but the permit was annulled by the Land Commissioners. 
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TOWNSHIPS, &c., of the undivided Lands remaining unsold, 
belonging to M assacliusetts, 1st July, 1853. 

Undivided Lands. 
W. E. L. S. 

T. G, R. I, 
L,R. 2, 
M,R.2, 

N. ! 17, R. 4, 
S. E. ! 7, R. 8, 

17, R. 9, 
12, R. IO, 
13, R. IO, 
17, R. 10, 

S. E. ! 18, R. 12, 
!4, R.13, 

5, R.13, 
N. W. ! IQ, R. 13, 

11, R. 13, 

10, R. 14, 
W. !7, R.15, 

8, R.15, 
9, R.15, 

W. ! and N. E. ! 5, R. 16, 
6, R.16, 
7, R.16, 
8, R.16, 
9, R.16, 

11, R. 16, 
4, R.17, 
5, R.17, 
6, R.17, 
8, R.17, 
9, R.17, 

10, R. 17, 
11, R.17, 
4, R.18, 
6, R.18, 
7, R.18, 
8, R.18, 
9, R.18, 
5, R.19, 
6, R.19, 
7, R.19, 
5, R. 20, 

Total acres, 

Acres. 

9,303 
12,228 
10,058 
3,946 
2,805 
5,760 

12,316 
11,997 
5,760 
2,891 
6,245 

11,109 
2,907 

11,609 

11,560 
6,139 

11,886 
11,975 
9,914~ 

11,947 
12,373 
12,059 
12,271 
11,571 
11,520 
11,028 
11,740 
11,680 
12,148 
16,678 
14,970 
15,413 
11,846 
12,171 
11,942 
7,976 
8,487 

13,438 I 

12,0971' 
10,482 

414,245 I 

Remarks. 

Settlers' Lots under Treaty,* 6,204.06 Acres. 
" " " " * 265.31 

" " * 9,720.67 
Small part unsold. 

Estimated. 

Estimated. 

Timber sold to Whitaker till 1861, reserving 
all timber under 15 inches, string measure. 

Timber sold to Thissen till 1860. 

Estimated. 

* To be deducted from whole Township. 



PUBLIC LANDS. 13 

TOWNSHIPS held in severalty which are per-milted with limita
f'i"ons. 

Townships held in 
severalty. Acres. _____ , __ ---·-

T. F,R.1, 

S.1T, 2, R. 3, 

"11, R. 3, 

" 13, R. 3, 

"15, R. 3, 

" 4, R. 4, 

" 8, R. 4,* 

'' 12, IL 4, 

"14, R. 4, 

E. ~ 2, R. 5, 

3, R. 5, 

N. ~ 6, R. 6, 

N. B. K. P. 

3, R. 5, 

S. W. }6, R. 4, 

23,040 

11,366 

23,040 

23,040 

22,032 

23,040 

23,040 

23,040 

23,040 

11,358 

22,188 

11,.520 

23,040 

262,784 
5,760 

268,544 

Permitted. 

Permitted for five years from 1853-J enkins, pine 
timber only. , 

Permitted to Copeland to 1860, pine, spruce, ash and 
juniper-clause in favor of settlers. 

Permitted to Jenness to 1861, pine, spruce and birch
clause in favor of settlers. 

Permitted to Jenness to 1861, pine, spruce and birch
clause in favor of settlers. 

Permitted to Jenness to 1861, pine, spruce and birch
clause in favor of settlers. 

Permitted to Copeland to 1860, pine, spruce, ash and 
juniper-clause in favor of settlers. 

Permitted to Howe to 1860, pine and spruce-clause 
in favor of settlers. 

Permitted to Jenness to 1861, pine, spruce and birch
clause in favor of settlers. 

Permitted to J. Goddard to 1855, pine and spruce
clause in favor of settlers. 

Permitted to Bragg to 1860, pine and spruce-clause 
in favor of settlers. 

Permitted to Copeland to 1860, pine, spruce, ash and 
juniper-clause in fa.or of settlers. 

Permitted to i\ilcCrillis for five years, 185:3. 

Permitted to F. Adams, five years-pine timber only 
sold. 

All the pine and spruce timber sold to Gullifer & 
Gilman, to December 1, 1857. 

* One-half 8, R. 4, sold to L. Jones, 

2 
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r:rowNSHIPS held in severalty-Timber sold u)itlwut lfrrdt. 

Townships, &c., held 
in severalty. Acres. Timber sold unlimited. 

--------- -----
1V. ~ T. No. 9, R. 3, 

No. 9, R. 5, 

No. 15, R. 5, 

No. 8, R. 6, 

No. 16, R. 6, 

No. 9, R. 7, 

No. 10, R. 7, 

No. 11, R. 7, 

No. 13, R. 7, 

No. 15, R. 7, 

A, R. 8 & 9, 

N. B. K.P. 

No. 3, R. 3, 

11,520 

17,280 

23,040 

23,040 

23,040 

23,040 

18,040 

23,040 

19,040 

23,040 

19,015 

Unlimited to David Pingree on 1V. ~' the E. ~ un
sold-clause in favor of settlers. 

Unlimited to D. Pingree-clause in favor of set
tlers. 

Unlimited to C. S. Clark, pine and spruce-clause, 
in favor of settlers. 

Unlimited N. ! to McCrillis and S. ~ to Pingree, 
pine and spruce on N. ~-clause in favor of set
tlers. 

Unlimited to D. Pingree, all timber-clause in favor 
of settlers. 

Unlimited to D. Pingree, all timber-clause in favor 
settlers. 

l:"nlimited to D. Pingree, all timber-clause in favor 
of settlers. 3,000 acres soil sold. 

Unlimited to D. Pingree, all timber-conditional 
clause in farnr of settlers. 2,000 acres soil sold 
inE. ~-

Unlimited to Jewett & March-clause in favor of 
settlers-pine and spruce timber. 4,000 acres 
soil sold. 

Unlimited E. ~ to Pingree ancl W. ~ to IvlcCrillis, 
pine and spruce in W. 1-clause in favor of set
tlers. 

l:"nlimitecl to J. P. Veazie, all timber-clause in fa. 
vor of settlers. 

5, 760 U nlimitcd to D. Pingree, ~ of the E. !, all the tiin · 
her-clause in favor of settlers. 

228,895 

NOTE.-The provision in fayor of settlers in most of the deeds conveying the timber 
is in the following words:-" And whenever lots shall be sold to settlers, by the said 
Commonwealth, who settle on the same, said grantee, his heirs and assigns, shall 
remove the timber from such lots the following lumbering season, or as soon thrce
after as may be practicable; hereby meaning to be understood, that the foregoing: 
sales of timber shall not operate to retard the settlement of the reserved soil in the· 
townships aforesaid." 
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STATE OF MAINE. 

LAND OFFICE, :May 30, 1853. 

Hon. E. L. HAi"\iLIN, 

Sir :-Herewith please find an abstract of the sales of lands 
at this office, collections for timber, since the separation of the 

· ~tat-e to this date. 
Respectfully, 

I. R. CLARK, Assistant Land Agent. 

Year. 

1824. 
1825. 
1826. 
1827. 
1828. 
1829. 
1830. 
1831. 
1832. 
1833. 
1835. 
1836. 
1837. 
1838. 
1839. 
}841. 
1842. 
1843. 
1844. 
1845. 
1846. 
1847. 
1848. 
l849. 
1850. 
1851. 
1852. 
1853. 

Qu :mtity. 

1,448 
6,711 
2,092 
1,909 

3 
1 

10 
26 
12 
16 

3,676 
9,483 
2,282 

2 
9 
7 

1,621 
2,393 
0,989 

23 0,146 
2,630 
3,274 

1 
3 
1 
l 

2,837 
3,558 
8,050 
7,868 

14 
4 
4 

10 
10 
14 
34 
3 

31 
29 

2,80 

1,661 
7,657 
8,459 
7,310 
5,625 
1,220 
5,708 
2,913 
9,823 
0,802 
7,4-13 

0,029 

! 

---

Average per Acre. 

$0 84 
50 
40 
22 
31 
21 
28 
68 
66 
42 

1 45 
99 

1 66 
74 

1 48 
88 
43 
28 

l 08 
45 
60 
86 
77 
46 
49~ 
31 
47 
50 

r in co. with Mass.-Maine '1, Amount reeeived for timbe 
Amount received for timbe r cut on Maine in severalty, 

Average price per acre for lands sold since the separation, 60c. 

Amount. 

$1,219 84 
18,369 92 
4,822 83 

22,920 90 
82,206 51 
26,627. 79 
45,234 45 
14,779 64 
61,091 73 
30,469 27 

335,478 62 
2,612 80 
5,447 00 
9,504 77 

49,718 79 
16,915 92 
7,876 27 

465 77 
159,924 64 
22,230 26 
28,514 90 
91,678 04 
78,451 95 
67,074 20 

169,538 99 
12,446 42 

145,714 01 
141,871 96 

$1,652,659 19 

272,358 05 
234,647 57 

$2,159,654 81 
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STATE OF MAINE. 

LAND OFFICE, June 4, 1853. 

Hon. E. L. HAMLIN, 

Sir:-At your request, I herewith furnish an abstract of the 
lands owned at this time by Maine in severalty and in common 
with Massachusetts. Also an abstract of grants by the state 
to literary institutions-for the benefit of officers and soldiers 
of the revolutionary war, and various other claims by hei: citi
zens. From the records in this office, I find that Maine has 
granted for various objects as above, something over half a mil
lion acres of land since the separation from the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. 

Respectfully, 

I. R. CLARK, Assistant Land Agent. 
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.ABSTRACT. 
__:.:_ ______ ·- --------~---------------·-·----,-------------

Estimated quantity of lands belonging to Maine in severalty, townships 
and parts, . . . . . 

Acres. 
90,000 
36,488 

120,000 
117,120 

Parts of lotted townships, reverted, 
" " 

School lands, 

363,608 
Estimated quantity of undivided lancls-Maine's part remaining 

say, 
unsold, 

Total acres, 

Grants from the undivided Lands; 

Maine Historical Society,~ T. 11, R. 8, 
Litchfield Academv, ~ T. 13, R. 8, 
Standish " · i T. 9, R. 9, 
Somerset 4 T. 12, R. 9, 
Monson ! T. 11, R. 14, 
Union ~ T. 10, R. 16, 

Total acres, 

Grants of land by Maine from her lands held in severalty up to Jan. 1834, 
Anson Academy, 1850, ~ T., . . . . . . 
Soldiers, 8, R. 3, . . 
Westbrook Seminary, 1850, ! T., 
Gould's Academy, 1850, ~ T., 
Lincoln High School, 1848, ! T., 
Farmington Academy, 1850, ~ T., 
Lee Normal School,! T., . . 
Thomaston Academy, 184,5, ! T., . 
Patten Academy, 1850, ! T., . 
Cherryfield Academy, 1850, ! T., 
Houlton Academy, " " 
Fryeburg Academy, '' 
Hampden Academy, 
Somerset Academy, 
East Corinth Academy, 
St. Albans Academy, 

;!T.,. 
R " 

Maine Female Serninarv, 2 " 
Soldiers, ' D, R. 1, . 

" E, R. 2, ~ T, 
Calais Academy, 1850, . . . 
Soldiers, Indian Townships No. 2, 3 and 4, 
Linneus to Neh. Leavitt, 

.. ·-- Total acres,. 

\_450,000 

I 813,608 

11,285 
11,291 
10,984 
5,650 

10,994 
11,183 

61,387 

85,732 
11,020 
22,040 
11,020 
11,020 
10,515 
11,081 
11,082 
11,020 
11,020 
11,020 
11,020 
11,020 
11,020 
5,104 

11,020 
11,020 

I
' 44,080 

22,477 
12,622 
11,020 

I 

66,000 
22,040 

-----
445,013 




