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"r H E LEG I S L A T U R ~~ 

OF THE 
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.A. D. 1853. 
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THIRT¥ -SECOND LEGISLATURE. 
----- -------------- --------------

HOUSE.] [No. 25. 

STATE OF lVIAINE. 

r~ THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HVNDRED AND 

FIFTY-THREE. 

AN ACT in relation to Insurance Companies. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House if llepresenta­

tives in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECTION 1. Any person who shall in any rnanner, 

2 with the assent of any insurance company, or the 

3 president thereof, act direct1y or indirectly, for such 

4 company, in effecting a policy of insurance therein, 

5 shall be considered the general agent of such com-

6 pany in relation to such policy, during the existence 

7 thereof, and until the adjustment of all losses under 

8 the s~me. And all acts and declarations of such 

9 agent, in relation to such policy, or to any loss under 

10 the same, shall be considered the acts and declarations 

Wm. T. Johnson, Printer to the Stale. 
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11 of such company, in the same manner, and to the same 

12 extent, as if done and made by such company, unless 

13 such acts and declarations shall be done and [nade 

14 fraudule'ntly and collusively with the insured. 

SECT. 2. Nothing contained in any policy of in-

2 surance upon property within this state, issued after 

;3 this act shall take effect, or contained in the charter 

4. or by-laws of the same, shaU have any effect to limit 

5 or control the right and power of the courts of this 

6 state to entertain jurisdiction of a suit commenced 

7 upon such policy; but said courts shall take cogniz-

8 ance of, and exercise jurisdiction in any such case, 

9 any provisions in the policy, charter or by-laws, to the 

10 contrary notwithstanding. 

SECT. S. All statements and declarations, made by 

2 any' person insured, in reference to the subject matter 

;3 'of the insurance, whether in writing or verbal, and 

4. whether made before the execution of the policy, or 

5 . at any time afterwards, shall be considered and held 

6 to be representations, and not warrantees, In every 

7 particular and to all legal intents. 

SECT. 4. In a.ny suit upon a policy issued by an in-: 

2 surance c'ompany, the writ lnay be s~rved 'on th~. 
3ageht of said company, by or 'through who~ said 



INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

4 policy was effected; or if such agent shall not reside 

5 within the county in which the plaintiff resides, such 

6 writ nlay be served upon the secretary of state, and 

7 in the latter case such other or further service shall 

8 be made thereon as any judge or justice of such court 

9 may, by his order endorsed thereon, direct. Such 

10 service shall in all cases be made by delivering to such 

11 agent or the secretary, or Jea ving at the last and usual 

12 place of abode of such agent, or at said secretary's 

13 office, as. the case may be, thirty days before the 

14 sitting of the court to which the same is returnable, a 

15 copy of the writ and declaration, and the same shall 

16 be held a sufficiellt service for all purposes .. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, l 
l\larch 18, 1853. 5 

OHDERED~ That 350 copies of the foregoing bill, reported by 

-1he Committee on l\'IercantiIe Affair.s and Insurance, be printed 

fOf the use of the Legislature. 

A. B. FARWELL, Clerk. 




