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STATEMENT. 

The Committee on Claims to whom was referred the 
petition of A. B. Thompson, late Adjutant General, for 
balance of pay as Quartermaster General, report the 
following statement, viz. : • 

That said T,.hompson pe;formed the duties of Quarter
master General, in the yearn 1839 and 1840, '' consequent 
upon the call of the Militia into actual service, for the 
protection of the North Eastern Frontier," for the period 

- of fourteen months and eight clays, according to the offia 
cial certificate of Governor Fairfield. That he claims pay 
therefor under the Resolve of the State, passed March · 
21, 1839, providing that "the Militia of this State when 
in actual service, shall receive the same pay and allowan
ces, as are paid and allowed to the army of the United 
States." The original charge against the State by Gen. 
Thompson, for this service, was $2,955 93; and this a~ 
mount ,vas retained by him in rendering his account to 
the GovernOT and Council for settlement, in 18~10. This 
service has been assumed by the general goYernment as 
haying been rcndc1ed for the ·uuitcd Statrs, and the State 
has been paid therefor. 

The State not lrn:ring alhnved Gen. Thompson, a.t the 
time the accounts ,verc closed Let ,rccn him and the State, 
iu ] 8-l l, th,' full cm101 tt1 t drnrgr,d hy him for this .service, 
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there appeared on the books of the Treasmy, the sum of 
$2,955 ~3, clue from him to the State, until June 1842, 
when the Cotmcil ordered the full amount to be passed 
to his credit, and the books of the Treasury balanced ; 
said Thompson, on the same day, giving his bond to the 
State, conditional to refund to the State any portion of 
said sum which should not be allowed the State by the 

general government, in the settlement of the claim of thB 
State for expenditmcs in the prote'ction of her territory. 

By the resolve of the Legislature above referred to, the 
Militia of this State ·were to rcccirn the same pay und 
com1ienscLtion as arc alloTred to the army of the United 
States. 

By the Act of Congress entitled an Act •to provide for 
the settlement of the claim of the State of Maine for ser .. 
vices of her Militia, :1pprnYcd June 13, 1842," the com
pen,satio:u allowed 1vas that paid by the U nitcd States for 
similar scnices." 

By a Report of o., select committee of the Legislature 
of 1841, the claim of nfr. Thomrson for compensation 
appears to haYe been examined, and a final settlement of 
his claim was postponed ~'to 2..wait the rrnult of the claim 
nmv pending before Con grcss." 

Mr. Thompson 'iT[1.S employed hy the Governor in 1842 
to go to VVashington, and give his personal attention to 
the claims then pending Lefore a committee of congress, 
ns appears hy a letter from GoY. Fairfield, in ·which letter 
is the fullrrffing: "As you probably haYc an interest in 

the allowance by thf' general p:ownrmrnt, ~l that port£on 
r?( our maitm:lJ accouiJts ,rhich ,Yas for your scTYicrs, and 
;:_;:; I am rcmfidcnt th~t ynnr pcn3nrn1l attention to tllC' mat
( er 8J "\Yn~hin;::Jll\l 'iYnnkL :faciEt:atr nw sctllcm0i1t of tbc 
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whole claim, it has occurred to me whether an arrange
ment might not be made at the joint expense of yourself 
and the State, for an agency which would prove to be 
mutually advantageous.)? 

Upon this suggestion of the governor, Mr. Thompson 
repaired to ,vashington, the State paying his expenses, 
and he making no charge for thirty clays of his services, 
and there Temainecl until the bill for settlement of the 
claims, which passed, was agreed upon by the committee. 

By a letter from Hon. James B. Cahoun, of Portland, 
who kept the books and accounts of the department, it 
appears that Gen. Thompson was, in his opinion, to re
cei-rn pay for services as Quartermaster General, ·" what
ever sum ,vas allmvecl by the general government for 
that service." 

There ,-ras no evidence before the committee that the 
State had received from the general government a larger 

· sum for the 8CrYices of Gen. Thompson than he had re ... 
ccivec1 from the St:1tc, rxccpt the settlement made by GcR 

Thompson himsdf. 
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STATE OF MAINE. 

In SENATE, March 21, 1853. 
ORDERED, That 300 copies of the foregoing statement 

of facts be printed for the use of the Legislature. 

vVlVI. G. CI~ARK, 
Secretary pro. tem. 




