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SENATE ..... .. ... Nu. 9, 

s~rltTE OF MAINE. 

IN 'l'HE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 
AND FIFTY-THREE. 

_'\N ACT establishing the office of County Superin­
tendents of Public Schools. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa­

titles in Legislatu.re assembled, as follows: 

SECTION 1. There shall be appointed by the Governor, 

2 with the advice and consent of the Council, a Super­

;3 intendent of Comlnon Schools in each county of the 

4 State, who shall hold his office for the tenn of three 

5 years, fronl the tinlC of his appointment, unless sooner 

(j removed by the Governor and Council. 

SECT. 2. It shall be the duty of each Superintendent 

'2 to visit every city, town or plantation (and such 

a unincorporated places as the interests of popular 

4 ('ducation 111ay in his judgment require,) in the county 
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for which he is appointed, once or oftener in every 

6 year; and he shall apportion to each town, connecting 

7 therewith adjacent plantations and unincorporated 

8 places, such number of days as shall make an average 

9 ,of five days to each town and city in his county dur-

10 ing the year; for the purpose of promoting therein 

11 the cause of education, by public addresses, by con-

12 ference with teachers, and school officers, on matters 

13 pertaining to their respective duties, by visiting schools, 

14 inspecting and recommending improvements in school 

15 houses, and employing such other means, as in his 

16 judgment may conduce to the general welfare of the 

1 7 schools under his supervision. 

SECT. 3. The Superintendents for the several cOl~nties 

2 shalllneet annually, at Augusta, on the first Tuesday 

8 in 1\1ay, and shall, in their associated capacity, con-

4 stitute a " Board of Superintendents of Public Instruc-

5 tion," with power to choose a chairman and secretary; 

G and, at said annuallneeting, each Inember shall pre-

7 sent a written report of the condition of schools and 

8 sehool-houses in his county, with a detailed statement 

9 of his official labors, and such observations and facts 

10 as lllay have COlne within his knowledge, together with 

11 such other matters as the Board may from time to 
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12 time direct, or the Legislature may require; which 

13 said reports, together with the report of the Board, 

14 containing such suggestions and information calculated 

15 to promote the cause of popular education, as to them 

16 may seem proper, shall be laid before the Governor 

1 7 and Council, to be disposed of as hereinafter provided. 

18 And it is hereby further provided, that the first Ineet .. 

19 ing of said Board, for the purpose of organization, 

20 shall be held at such time and plaqe as the Governor .. 

21 may direct, imrrtediately after their appointment. 

SECT. 4. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of 

2 State, as soon as may be, after said reports are laid 

3 before the Governor and Council, to cause to be printed 

4 such number of copies of the same, for distribution 

5 among the me1nbers of the Legislature, the county 

6 Superintendents, and the several school officers, as the 

7 Governor and Council may from tilne to time direct 

SECT. 5. The salaries of the several Superintendents 

2 shall be paid lOut of the general school fhnd, anrl 

3 shall be as follows, to wit: 

4 For the county of York, $400 00 

.:-' " .t; ., \" ( ~unlberland~ ;')00 00 

h ,- ., ., Lilwoln, (-)00 on 
j' 1\ ITan('oel\. ;100 on 
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8 For the county of 'Vashington, 850 00· 

9 " " " " :Kcnnebec, 450 00 

10 " " " " Oxford, 500 00 

11 " " " " Sonlerset, 400 00 

12 " " " " Penobscot, 500 00 

13 " " " " "Valdo, 400 00 

14 " " " " Piscataquis, 250 00 

15 " " " " Franklin, 250 00 

16 " " " " Aroostook, 300 00 

1 7 And said salaries shall be paid out on the warrant of 

18 the Governor in quarterly payments; in addition to 

19 which, there shall be paid to each Superintendent "who 

20 shall attend the annual session, aforesaid, the same 

21 mileage and the same per diem allowance, as are paid 

22 to the members of the Legislature; but said session 

23 shall not continue longer than fifteen days. And the 

24 expense of said session, and all charges for printing 

25 and incidental expenses shall be paid out of any funds 

26 in the treasury. 

SECT. 6. No Superintendent shall be the agent of 

2 any bookseller, or have any interest In any school 

3 books, whatever, unless as author, or In the sale of 

,:1 any school books; and if it shall be made to appear 

5 to the Goyernor and Council, that any Superintendent 
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() has been thus cluployed, he shall not be cntitled to 

'1 any compensation under the provisions of this act, for 

H his services" and he shall be ilnmediately removed. 

SECT. 7. It shall be the duty of the Superintendents, 

'2 each in his own county, to cxamine carefully the char­

a acter of all school books used in the schools of his 

4: county; and if hc find any so used that, in his opinion, 

,;) are calculated to nlislead the mind in any nlattcr of 

() fact, morality or history, he shall direct the attention 

'1 of the superintending school committee, or super­

B visors, having charge of said schools, thereto, who 

B shall ilnmediately exclude f1'0111 the schools all books 

10 found to be of such character. 

SECT. 8. Each Superintendent shall have authority 

:2 to examine as to the character and qualifications of 

a teachers rcsidcnt in his own 'county, as provided in 
"",. 

4: the second and third clauses of section first, article 

I) five, of the .A.ct, cntitled "An Act to provide for the 

() Education of Youth;' approved August 27, 1850, and 

7 to grant the certificates therein named, which said 

>~ ccrtificate shall be in force for thc tCl'lll of three years, 

D unless sooner levoked; and any teacher who shall 

10 have procured such cf'rtiticatc; shall he authorized 

111 thr]"('hy tel V'ach in H II Y 1 own, within t be f'oun1'y aforc-
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12 said, for and during the time aforesaid, without 

13 procuring any certificate from any Superintending 

14 School Committee or Supervisor of Schools: Provided, 

15 however, that in all cases said certificate shall be 

16 countersigned by the Superintending School Commit-

1 7 tee, or Supervisor of Schools of the town in which 

18 such person proposes to teach. 

SECT, 9. An Act establishing the office of Commis-

2 sioners of Common Schools, approved April 26, 1852, 

3 and all Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent with the 

4 provisions of this Act, are hereby repealed. 

SECT. 10. This Act shall take effect from and after 

2 the first Tuesday in May, one thousand eight hundred 

3 and fifty-three. 



STATE OF MAINE. 

IN SENATE, March 17, 1853. 

OR DERED, That the printing of 1000 copies of the foregoing Bill 
reported by the Committee on Education be procured for the use 
of the Legislature. 

LOUIS O. COWAN, Secretary. 




