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TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE. 

No.2.] [SENATE. 

To tlte President of tll£ Senate, 
and Speaker of the Hou.~e of Representatives: 

I herewith transmit to you the Report of Mons. Vattemare, the 
Agent of Maine, for literary and scientific exchanges. 

It affords me pleasure, also, to announce to you his return to our 
capitol, after an absence of two years, which has been devoted, in 
other States of the Union, to the promotion of the great object to 
which he has dedicated his life and fortune. When his sy&tem shall 
have fully developed itself, by uniting, in a social and intellectual 
brotherhood, all the nations of the earth, his name, by being associ­
ated with that system, will have acquired an immortality, which the 
most exalted rank and station well may envy. 

For such an enlarged philanthropist, it is unnecessary for me to ask 
of the Legislature of Maine, a cordial reception and co-operation; but 
if aught were needed to inspire them, it would be found in the consid­
eration, that he is the medium of kindly offices, toward us, from 
France, our ever steadfast friend, and now our sister Republic. 

COUNCIL CHAMBER,} 

May 18, 1849. 

Wm. T. Johnson, Printer to the State. 

JOHN W. DANA. 





REPORT 
ON THE 

SUBJECT OF INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE, 
BY ALEXANDRE VATTEMARE. 

AUGUSTA, May 18, 1849. 
To .His Excellency, JOHN 'V. DANA, 

Governor of the State of Maine: 

SIR: I have the honor to submit my first Report as the Agent for 
International Exchange for this State. 

In this report will be considered-
I. The action of the Federal Government of the United States in 

relation to Exchanges. 
II. The action of the State Legislatures upon the same subject. 
III. A development of the plan, showing the mode in which the 

operations of Exchange are to be conducted; its expenses; the sources 
upon which it relies for revenue; the advantages to trade to be 
expected from its full realization; and, lastly, the moral bearing of 
the su bject. 

These subjects will be treated as briefly as their clear exposition 
will permit; and I earnestly invoke for them, in advance, your candid 
and favorable consideration. 

I. Upon my first visit to America, in the year 184(1, I submitted 
to the Congress of the United States, a memorial, laying before that 
honorable body the outline of my system of International Exchange, 
and praying that its consideration might be referred to an appropriate 
committee, in order that such measures might be taken for its estab­
lishment as the committee, in its wisdom, should deem expedient. 
This memorial was presented on the 5th of February, 1840. It was 
referred to the joint committee on the library, which brought in a 
favorable report, and the following resolutions, which were unani· 

mously adopted by both Houses: 
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"Rcsolved by the Senate and House of Rcprescntativc.s of. the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the hbranan, 
under the superintendence of the committee on the library, be [author­
ized] to exchange such duplicates as rrtay be in the library, for other 
books or works. 

"2. That he [be authorized] in the same way to exchange docu­
ments. 

" 3. That hereafter fifty additional copies of each volume of docu­
ments, printed by order of either House, be printed and bound for the 
purpose of exchange in foreign countries." 

Encouraged by this liberal action on the part of Congress, I 
returned to France, in the expectation that the most flattering tokens 
of the appreciation by the American nation of the kindly feelings of 
the French, would follow me, and afford substantial aid in my new 
labon in consolidating my system on the other side of the Atlantic. 
But owing to the employment of the word" authorized," instead of 
" directed," in the resolutions, nothing was accomplished; and, • after 
an absence of eight years, which were devoted to the collection of 
objects of exchange in Europe, to be distributed in America, I returned 
to the United States, to secure, on a broader and more permanent 
basis, the establishment of the system. 

I either transmitted, during my absence, or brought with me on 
my return, a vast collection of legislative documents, scientific works, 
objects of art, &c., aIJ of which were presented as tokens of esteem, 
good wiIJ, and brotherly feeling, by the French Executive, the Cham­
bers of Peers and Deputies, by their excellencies the Ministers of 
Justice, War: Navy, Interior, Commerce and Agriculture, Public 
Instruction, Finances, and Public Works; by the City Council of the 
city of Paris; by the Academy of Sciences, the Academy of Moral 
and Political Sciences, and by the .M useum of Natural History, as 
weU as by the most distinguished statesmen, authors, artists, mechan­
icians, and private individuals of France, to the Congress; the Su­
preme Court of the United States; to the Departments of War, Navy, 
and Treasury; and to the States of Maine, Massachusetts, Vermont, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Ohio, Louisiana, 
Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky, and Texas; also to the United States 
Military Academy at W' est Point; to the cities of New-York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore; and to the Universities of Cambridge, 
Brown's, Brunswick, and Waterville; to the Colleges of Burlington, 
&c.; and finally, to the National Institute of the United States. 
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Bearing with me, thus, these rich fruits of the intellectual labors of 

the best minds of the old world, so valuable to the new, and so substan 

tial an evidenc~ of the willingness of the government and people of 

my own country to enter into an intel~ectual union with their brethren 

of America, I entertained the most sanguine expectations of success 

in the great undertaking to which I have devoted myself; and allow 

me to say, in advance, that those expectations have not been disap­

pointed. The enlightened liberality of the statesmen and people of 

America, has recognized at once the great value of the plan, and has 

prompted a generous and hearty reciprocation. 

On the 9th of February, IS4S, I laid before Congress a secorid 

memorial, giving an account of the :success of my labors during my 

absence; presenting the proofs of the favorable disposition of the 

goYernments, and leading the minds of Europe towards the plan: 

assigning the reasons why their own resolutions, passed eight years 

before, had not been carried into effect; and praying-

"1st. That the law securing patent rights and copy rights may be 
so amended as to require all authors or publishers, taking out copy 
rights for works to be printed, to place in the depot of the central 
agency at New York, subject to the order of government, copies of 
such work, in addition to the two copies now required to be deposited 
in the library of Congress. 

"2<1. The enactment of a law, (accompanied by all necessary 
guards for the prevention of fraud,) admitting duty free, all works and 
other objects, addressed by governments abroad, through the general 
depot of exchange in Paris to the branch depot in New York, exclu­
sively for the purpose of International Exchange. 

" 3d. That the resolutions heretofore passed by both Houses of 
Congress, in July, IS,10, in the words following, (and which have 
hitherto remained a dead letter on the statute book,) be carried into 
full effect, viz: 

"1. Resolved by tlte Senate and [-louse of Represe1ltati"es of the 
United Stales of AmcI'iw, in Congrftss assembLed, That the librarian, 
under the superintendence of the committee on the library, be 
(authorized] to exchange such duplicates as may be in the library for 
other books or works. 

"2. That he [be authorized] in the same way to exchange docu­
ments. 

" 3. That hereafter fifty additional copies of each volume of docu­
ments, printed by order of either House, be printed and bound for 
the purpose of exchange in foreign countries." 

" 'fo effect this. it will be requisite to repass a similar resolution, 
substituting the words, ., and is hereby directed and required," for 
the word" authorized," and also, by assigning a place of deposit for, 

1* 
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or otherwise disposing of, the fifty copies ordered to be furnished for 
exchange. 

"4th. That the above regulations be understood as applying 
exclusively to works of a scientific character, and promotive of intel~ 
lectual improvement; works of a different description being allowed 
to seek the usual channels opened by those engaged in the book trade. 

_II 5th. That -- duplicates of the objects of curiosity and scien­
tific interest, brought home by the late exploring expedition, (so hon­
orable to the intelligence and liberality of your government and coun~ 
try,) be directed to be assigned, by those having official control of 
the objects so collected, for the purpose of being exchanged, on 
authorized demand for them, for objects of a similar kind furnished 
by European governments or learned bodies." 

On the 4th of May, 1848, the Hon. Mr. Murphy, from the joint 
committee on the library of Congress, brought in a report highly 
favorable to the petition of the memorial, and which closes with the 
following recommendation: 

"In the views of tl}e memorialist generally, the committee are 
happy to concur. After the success which has thus far crowned his 
unwearied and voluntary labors, they think his expectations of aid 
from us have been justly formed, and should be promptly satisfied. 
They therefore recommend that the committee be authorized to 
establish such agencies, and organize such a plan of donation and 
exchange as they may deem best for this purpose; that all books sent 
to the Federal or State governments, to any departments, or libraries 
of either, to the Academv at West Point, or to the National Institute, 
be admitted duty free; ~nd that the sum of two thousand dollars be 
appropriated to enable the committee to carry the measure into effect." 

A bill in harmony with these recommendations was reported, and 
on the 26th of June became a law: 

" An Act to regulate the exchange of certain documents and otlwr 
publications of Congress. 

" Be it enactEd by tlte Senate and HOllse f!f Representatives of tilt 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the joint com­
mittee on the library shall appoint such agents as they may, from 
1 ime to time, deem requisite, to carry into effect the donation and 
exchange of such documents and other publications as have been or 
shall be placed at their di!'posal for the purpose. 

" SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That all books transmitted 
through such agents for the nse of the government of the United 
States, or of any government of a State, or of its Legislature, or of 
any d~partment of the government of the United States, or of a State, 
or of the Academy at West Point, or of the National Institute, shaH 
be admitted into the United States dutyfree. . 

,. SEC. 3. And be it further t1lacted, That the sum of two thousand 
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doBars is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, and the same is put at the disposal of the 
library committee, for the purpose of carrying into effect such dona­
tion and exchange, and paying the expenses already inccurred in 
relation thereto. 

" Approved, June 26, 1848." 

In accordance with the first provision of this act, I was appointed 

the agent of the United States for International Exchange, by the 

follmving resolutions: 

" JOINT LIBRARY COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS, } 

July 25, 184b. 
"Resol1)cd, That Alexander V attemare be appointed agent to the 

joint committee on the library. to carry into effect the donation and 
exchange of such books and other publications as are or shall be 
placed at the disposal of the committee for this purpose, under the 
., Act to regulate the excl1ange of certain documents and other publi­
cations of Congress;" said agent to be, in all respects, subject to the 
directions of the committee. 

"Resolved, That said Vattemare's agency shall extend only t() 
exchanges between the United States and foreign countries or govern .. 
ments, and not to domestic exchanges. 

"Resolved, That the chairman draw from the treasury, and place 
in the hands of the said Alexander Vattemare, fifteen hundred dollars, 
part of the SlIm appropriated by the said act, to be applied to his per­
sonal expenses already incurred during the year ending :30th June, 
Ib49, and to defraying the expenses of clerk hire, freight, rent of 
rooms, and other neces:5ary expenditures of his agency; and that said 
agent shall annually account to and with the said committee concern­
ing the expenditure of said sum. 

Resolved, That said Vattemare be furnished, for the purpose of 
exchange, with the following works :" 

[Here follows a list of the works presented.] 

One of the most important features of the law above quoteu, is that 
which provides for the reception of all objects of ex::hange duty free 

The heavy duties hitherto imposed have formeu an important draw­

back upon the operations of exchange. To carry out this provision, 

and to prevent its being made the occasion of frauds upon the revenue, 

the Secretary of the Treasury has issued the following circular: 

CIRCULAR. 

" Instructions to collectors and other officers of tlte customs." 
" TREASUHY DEPAHTMENT, August 14, 1848. 

"Congress having, by an act entitled 'An act to regulate the 
exchanges of certain documents and other publications of Congress,' 
approved 26th of June, 18,18, adopted the system of international 
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exchanges, thereby manifesting a due appreciation of its importance 
and value, the duty devolves upon the department to aid in carrying 
out the intentions of Congress, by the establishment of such needful 
regulations as will, whilst facilitating this great enterprise, protect the 
system itself from abuse, as well as the revenue from any attempted 
frauds and impositions. 

"It will be perceived that this act exempts from duty' all books J 

transmitted through the agents appointed by the joint committee on 
the library, 'for the use of the government of the United States, or of 
any goverement of a State, or of its Legislature, or of any department 
of the government of the United States, or of a State, or of the Acad­
emy a(West Point, or of the National Institute. 

" The joint library committee of Congress, under date of the 25th 
July, 1848, in pursuance of the authority vested in them by the before· 
mentioned act, adopted, amongst others, the following resolutions, viz: 

"Resolved, That Alexandre Vattemare be appointed agent to the 
joint committee on the library to carry into effect the donation and 
exchange of such books and other publications as are or shall be 
placed at the disposal of the committee for this purpose, under the 
, Act to regulate the exchange of certain documents and other publi­
cations of Congress;' said agent to be, in all respects, subject to the 
direction of the committee. 

"Resolved, That the said Vattemare's agency shall extend only to 
exchanges between the United States and foreign countries and gov­
ernments, and not to domestic exchanges. 

" By the foregoing resolutions, it will be perceived that the agency 
to conduct these exchanges has been conferred upon Mr. Alexandre 
Vattemare, the author of the system, to whose talents, zeal, and inde~ 
fatigable exertions, the civilized world is indebted for the conception 
and consummation of the system, destined, it is confidently believed, 
to realize all the benefits anticipated by its distinguished author and 
promoter. 

"According to the suggestion of Mr. Vattemare, the centra] 
agency of this enterprise will be established at Paris, with subordinate 
agencies in the capitals of other States or countries uniting in the 
system. To prevent fraud and imposition, all documents and other 
publications transmitted to the United States, must bear the stamp of 
the central agency at Paris, to be impressed, in the case of books or 
pamphlets, on the first and last pages of the text of each volume; in 
the case of charts, maps, prints, &c., tl:e stamp to be on some conven· 
ient place on the face thereof. The boxes or packages will be addressed 
to the care of the collector of the customs of the port in the United 
States to which they may be shipped, accompanied by a letter of 
advice and a descriptive list. On their arrival, the collector is 
enjoined to take careful charge of the same, notifying the department 
of their receipt, and await instructions for their disposal. 

R. J. WALKER, Secretary of tne Treasury." 
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In addition to the law above given, which recognizes the system, 
and provides for its support, Congress passed a number of joint reso­
!utions, which are given below, setting apart for purposes of exchange 
a large number of important works: 

" Acts and resolutions of Congress in 1'clation to International 
Exchanges. 

"IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, } 

" April 27, 1848. 
"Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized and 

directed to purchase one hundred copies of Hickey's edition of the 
Constitution of the United States, and to deliver the same, in the 
name of the Senate of the United States, to .Mr. Alexandre Vattemare, 
of Paris, to be distributed by him in France, according to his system 
of national exchange of books. 

Attest : ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary, 

" Resolution authorizing tlte presentation to the government of France 
of a series of the standard weights and measure;; of the lInihd 
~~'tates, and for other purposes. 
"Resolved by the Senate and 110use of Representatives of the 

United States of America in Congress assembled, That the ~:ecretary 
of State be directed to furnish to Alexandre Vattemare one complete 
series of the standard weights and measures of the United States, now 
in the department of State, to be presented to the government of 
France, and that he furnish to the joint committee on the library 
twenty-five copies of Little & Brown's edition of the Laws of the 
United States, to be disposed of by them for purposes of international 
exchange. 

" SEC, 2. And be it furt/to' resolved, That seven copies of the 
Exploring Expalifion now published, and an equal number of such 
of the works of the same as may hereafter be published, be placed at 
the disposal of the joint library committee of Congress, for the pur­
pose of international exchange. 

" Approved June 30, 1848." 
The large amount of correspondence necessary to the proper con­

duct of the system, renders the postage a tax of considerable weight. 
The Senate, in order to gi,,'e every facility to its operations, passed 
the resolution which follows, granting the privilege of free transmis­
slon to all letters and papers relating to exchange. This resolution 
was lost in the House, in the last hours of the session, by a few votes: 

" Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Rcpresentatives of tlte 
United States of .America in Congl'ess assembled, That Alexandre 
Vattemare} agent of the United States for international exchanges, be, 
and is hereby authorized to frank letters or packages, containing 
books, public documents, maps, specimens of the arts, or medals, sent 
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to him from any foreign country to the United StateS', or from the 
United States to any foreign country ~ and, also, to receive letters and 
packages appertaining to international exchanges free of postage: this 
privilege to extend to the mail lines of the United States to foreign 
countries: PrO'vided/' &c. &Lc. 

It is hoped that the importance of tn.s measure, wiJI be ~o apparent 
upon the further operation of the sys-tem, as to secure its adoption by 
a future Congress. 

An arrangement has been made wit.h the Secretary of the Senate 
and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, as well as with the 
various departments of the Federal Governmellt, by which a regular 
interchange of aU official d~uments published by them shall be made, 
as fast as those documents are i.8~Ued, fi)r documents of the French 
government. These documents win be transmitted by each steamer 1 

aDd thus each of the two government9 will be pu~ in immediate' pos­
session of all the public proceedings- of the other; a measure wh~ch 
cannot faJI to produce the happiest r(."S-uhs upon the legislation of both. 
In his· letter complying with my request that tbis arrangement might 
be made with regard to the proceedings of the Senater the Secretary ~ 
the Hon. Asbury Dickens, makes the following vernarks : 

" The iudgment of the ciyjJ:ized world has sanction.ed you)!' scheme 
of international exchanges. Of that comprehensive work, one of the 
most important branches is the prompt communication, among enlight­
ened nations, of the proceedings of their several Legislatures, and the 
documents connected w-jth them. Each is thus enabled to profit early 
by the wisdom and experience of aU. 

"Between the two great republics of the Old and New World, 
more espBCial1y, should this mutual aid be active and comp1ete. The 
measure i.n which you ask my co-operation, is weB calculated to make 
it so/' 

Liberal as has thus been the spirit in which the Federal. Congress 
has received and acted upon the proposal for the establishment of an 
intellectual union between the old and new worlds, the variol}s dep'art~ 
ments of the government were in no respect behind them. All :seemed 
to share in a generous rivalry of good feeling and substantia} encour­
agement for the cause of universal peace. The foHowing bri,ef sum­
mary win give some idea of the action taken boy the va'rioll'S' depart.~ 

meI.1ts of the General Government, in relation to the system of 
exchanges: 

The DEPARTl\IENT OF STATE has contributed a coIJection of valu­
able books, among which may be mentioned a complete collection of 
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Niles' Register, and an immense number of volames of the local laws 
of the various States of the Union, &c., &c. 

The DEPARTMEN'l' OF THE TREASURY has added largely to the 
materiel of exchange, by contributions of books, documents, circulars, 
&c. &c. Among these may be more particularly noticed complete 
~ollections of the documents on the commerce and navigation of the 
United States, many hundred circulars, collections of tariff Jaws, and, 
im short, every thing relating to the business of the department. In 
addition to these valuable contributions of books, the Secretary of the 
Treasury has rendered immense service to the system, by the liberal 
manner in which he has interpreted and acted upon the law of Con­
,gress, in the circular which has been already quoted. Besides this 
circular, which will so greatly facilitate the business transactions of 
the system, he has issued a second one, scarcely less important as a 
measure of convenience aud economy; for the storage aud forwardiDg 
'0[80 great a number of large aud heavy cases as mllstbe constantly 
,circulating in the chanRels of exchange, must form an item in the 
,expenses of the system, of no illlcoNsiderable importance. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, October 23, 1848. 
" SIR: Referring you to the circular instructions from this depart­

men of the 14th August last, in relation to the system of international 
exchanges proposed by Mr Alexandre Vattemare, and adopted by the 
act of Congress' to regulate the exchange of certain documents and 
other publications of Congress,' approved the 26th of June, 1848, I 
ha'v.eaow to advise you, that the port of New York. has been selected 
as the depot from wlolich the articles in exchange will be transmitted 
from the United States to France. 

"You are accordingly authorized and directed to cause to be care· 
fully kept in the Atlantic dock stores of your port, all such packages of 
books, &c. as may o.e sent under the agency of Mr Va'ttemare, from 
any part of the United States destined. for Frallce, in exchange, until 
iorward.ed by M,r. Vattemare to their destination. 

U Very respectfully your obedient servant, 
" R. J. WALKER. 

"C~ W. LAWRENCE, Esq., CollectfJr (Jf Custvrns, NeUJ York." 
The DEPARTMENT (IF WAR, (uuder which is included the Military 

Academy of West Point,) has gifea more than five hundred volume! 
<of valuable military works, 

The DEPARTMENT ~F THE NAVY has made presentations of the 
greatest importance and value. Besides a large collection of books, 
maps, charts, and drawings, it has added models of the vessels of 
teJlery class, and of boats, specimens of arms, and a collection of all 
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the varieties of wood employed in the construction of government 

vessels. 
The DEPARTMENT OF THE POST OFFICE has presented collections 

of its reports and circulars, and numerous maps of the post roads of 
the United States. 

The PATENT OFFICE has contributed more than five hundred vol­
umes of reports and other works, together with drawings and specifi­
cations of a large number of the most important inventions patented· 

during the past year. 
The OFF!CE OF THE COAST SURVEY has g·.~ven six complete collec­

tions of the maps thus far made under its direction. 
The preparation of the weights and measares, vo~ed by Congress, 

has also been made under the centrol of this office~ 
The UNITED ST.A.'fES.l\1INT, at PhiladelphiaJ has been directed by 

the Secretary of the Treasury, to furnish a complete series of the 
coins of the United States, together with copies of all medals ordered 
by the government. They are in return for a series of medals illustra­
tive of the history of France, presented by the French Government to 
that establishment. 

The OBSERVATORY has furnished numerous maps and charts, and 
works on meteorology, astronomy and navigation. 

The NATIONAL INSTITUTE has contributed a collection of scientifIc 
works. 

The CITY OF W AIISINGTON has presented a very handsome collec­
tion of books, the gifts of the citizens of Washington to the city of 
Paris. The catalogue of these works is contained in a handsome 
pamphlet, printed at the expense of the city, and which also gives a 
full report of the proceedings of a public meeting of the citizeni, 
called by the mayor, for the pu.rpose of expressing the good will of 
the Federal Metropolis towards her sister city-the intellectual centre 
of the Old World. The books have been hands)mely bound and 
inscribed, and form a gift truly worthy of the Capital of the American 
Nation. 

From the foregoing statement, purposely brief, it will be seen that 
the system of Exchange has been received with the most gratifying 
unanimity of approval and encouragement by every branch of the 
federal government. It has been testified, not only by munificent 
giftd, but by legal provisions, which secure, on a firm and liberal 
basis, the future operations of exchange. The States which have, 
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aud shall hereafter co-operate in its support, may transmit the objects 
which they wish to exchange, to the Custom House at New 
York, with the certainty that they will there be safely kept, subject 
to the Clrder of the Agency; while at the same time the returns made 
from Europe will be receiv{'d at the same deposit0ry, to await an 
order from their respective destinations. The government has thus 
virtually constituted one of its own most important functionaries the 
agent for the safe keeping and transmission of the material of 
exchange The effect of this measure upon the regularity and stability 
of the operations of the system, are too obvious to need comment. 

II. Having thus given a succinct account of all that has been 
done at the seat of govern~ent for the support and encoura~ement of 
the system of exchange, the next branch of the report, as stated 
above, will be a consideration of the action taken by the State Legis­
latures, upon the subject. 

MAINE. During my first visit to America, I submitted a memorial 
to the Legislature of the State, which was referred by that body to its 
joint committee on the library, from whose report I beg leave to make 
the following extracts :" 

" The committee would recommend the passage of the resolves 
which are appended to this report. They propose in these to exchange 
the laws and resolves, and public documents, published by the author­
ity of this State, for a similar return from France and other European 
governments. " 

* * * * * * * * 
"The committee still further recommend, that a sum not exceeding 

one thousand dollars be appropriated, to be expended in promoting a 
system of exchange between Maine and the governments of Europe, 
of the productions of natural history, the works of perfected art, and 
ofliterature. The rich returns which will be derived by our country, 
whose institutions of science and literature are yet in their infancy, 
can hardly be appreciated or overrated." 

The resolutions accompanying this report set apart, for the purpose 
of exchange, fifty copies of all the State documents, authorizing the 
governor to transmit them to the accredited agents of the system, and 
place at his disposal a sum of not more than a thousand dollars, "for 
the collection and exchange of originul specimens of natural history 

and productions of useful art." 
Preferring that the system should be established upon a permanent 

basis, rather than have a brilliant beginning and a speedy death, I 

opposed so large an appropriation as the highest limit recommended 

~ 



14 SENATE-No.2. 

by the committee, on the ground that it would aifOl'd a mark for the 

advocates of re·trenchment, and tbus jeopard tbe future existence of 

the plan. The legisla~ure~ in accordance with this suggestion, finally 

determined upon an annual approp.riation of three hundred dollars,~ 

being the first liberal and truly effective sup,pmt granted in. the United 

States to the system of Exchange. 
III July, 1847, uftei an absence of six years" I returned to the State 

of Maine, whose agent I had been appointed upon my first visit to 

America, and on the 22nd of that month your exltcllency, by a spe­

cial message> invited the attention of the legislatm:e to the subj,ect of 

my mISSIOn. Your message was referred to the jpint committee on 

the lihrary, which brought in a highly: favorable 1:epmt, and recom­

mended the passage of numerous resolves> from w.hich we select the 

following: 
"Resolved, That while the expeHsive and usefiJl books and; docu­

ments with which M. Vattemare has been entrusted by variOlls author­
ities and institutions in France, for the library of tr1is State~ should 
be received' with the respect due therr intrinsic vallIe and the distin­
guished sources whence they emanated, they possess much h~gher 
interest as tokens of the feelings of good will of the French natioa 
towards America; an.d. that we cordially r.eciprocate this sen.timent~ 
with a grateful remembrance of ancient obligations, and with the 
hope of a continued and increasing friendship between the two. 
countries. 

"Resolved, That duplicate eopies of varion.s worlis in the State 
library (not otherwise required) be tendered to,. M. Vatt,emare in con-· 
tinuation of the system of international exchanges so auspic;.,ioqsly 
commenced. The selections to be made under the supervision of t.he 
Secretary of State. 

"Resolved, That one thousand copies of II Instruction on: the be.st 
mode of collecting, preserving and transporting objects of' Natura! 
History," be printed,. under the superintendence of the botani'c sur­
veyor of the State, and distributed, under his direction, to ttlOse soci­
eties and individuals within the State that might aid in promoting the 
designs of said instructions: reserving to M. Vattemare the, number 
of copies of the ., Instructlons" he may desire., for hls.owu use." 

The report of the committee, and all the proceedings of the goverI;\­

ment of Maine, in relation to exchanges, have been printed in all 

elegant executive document, which reflects. the highes.t credit upon 
her typographical skill and taste. 

The whole action of your State hail been if\ tl~e ~ighest degret\ 

honorable to her liberality and appreciation of learning" anQ the arts~ 

and has evinced the most praiseworthy anxiety to plac~ within \l\e 



INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE. ]5 

reach of her people all the elements of increased cultivation and 

impro~ement which the literature, science and art of the old world 

can afford. And [ respectfully beg from this present legislature, that 

arrangements may be made for securing the permanence of her appro­

priation for the support of the system, which' ,"viII {mabIe the agency 

to rely with confidence upon it. as one of its constant means of 

support. 

VErmONT. Early in November, 1847, in accordance with a previ­

ous notice, I visited Montpelier, to iay bef()re the legislature of Ver­

mont an exposition of the system, and to request their co-operation. 

The governor at once communicated the fact to the legislature by a 
special message, in which he speaks of the benefits likely to result 

from the adoption of the system, as <, of the highest value," and such 

as " sh.ould commend it to the support of every intelligent and high­

minded people." An ncldress was delivered before the legislature, 

explaiHing the plan, and giving an account of what had been done 

!towards carrying it into operation. The message of the governor was 

referred to the joint library committee, which brought in an escellent 

and eloquent report~ from which I beg learc to make the following 

extracts ': 

" The splendid specimens of int, and the gorgeous volumes exhib­
~ted iu thE: State library, {the presents of the French nation,) naturally 
5uggest the inquiry, 'What can we give in exchange for things like 
ttheser Your committee answer, almost in the words of the lllemo­
moriaJist.: all products or American g;enius, taste, industry or inven­
tion, whatever sef\'es to illustrate om history, our public documents 
and laws, the rieh stores of nature herself, our plants, our animals, 
~ncllldillg quadrupeds, birds, reptiles, fishes and insect:'>; our minerals, 
specimens of our various kinds of wood, with the description, uses, 
and peculiarities Df each; these would, from their very novelty, afford 
to the scientific men of Europe greater pleasure than the most costly 
oook." 

'* *' *' *' '* '* 
" Several of our sister States have anticipated us in this enterprise, 

and already enjoy their reward in their public libraries, enriched by 
the productions Df European genius, and in their public halls. and 
(l'alleries adorned with the triumph of ancient and modern art. \Vhat 
then shall be done by Vermont 7 Shall this massive and beautifill 
:structure be the depository of treasures within, whose splendor shall 
surpass its architectural beauty (r If we would beeome a people of 
refined taste and high endowments, and take rank with the most intel­
ligent nations of the earth, now, and now only, is the propitious time 
to begin." 
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The resolutions accompanying this admirable report, recommend 
that all duplicates in the State library, not required by law to be pre­
served, be set apart for the purpose of exchange, and that five hundred 
copies of" instructions on the best mode of collecting, preserving, 
and transporting objects of natural history," be printed for distribu­
tion. 

The act which foJIowed appropriated two hundred doUars for the 
support of an agent of exchanges. , 

The wishes of the legislature were fully carried out: a handsome 
collection of duplicates was placed in my hands, to be presented in 
the name of the State to European institutions. 

MASSACHUSETTS. It would swell this report far beyond the limits 
I have prescribed for myself, to dwell in minute detail upon the action 
taken by each State. I shall be obliged, therefore, to confine myseLf 
to as brief a statement as possible of their proceedings. The following 
resolves and accompanying letter will sufficiently explain the cour~ 
adopted by Massachusetts: 

" Resolves to promote mutual Literary and Scientific Exchanges with 
forei!!, n countries. 

"Resolved, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth, under the 
direction of his Excellency, the Governor, be authorized to exchange 
copies of the State maps of Massachusetts, not exceeding twenty ill 
tlUmber, and bound copies of the Jaws and legislative documents of 
the CommoOl\'ealth for the current political year, not exceeding fifty 
volumes of each, for books and other works of science and art from 
foreign countries, to be deposited in the I ibrary of the General Court. 
And the secretary is hereby authorized to cause fifty copies of each 
of the said documents, for every future year, to be printed over and 
above the number, to be bound in volumes. and set aside for the pur­
pose of effecting therefor said exchanges hereafter.* 

"Resolved, That his Excellency, the Governor, be authorized to 
: npoint wme suitable person, residing in the city of Paris, France, tf) 
be the agent of the Commonwealth, in transmitting to, and receiving 
from, the secretary's office all such books, and other works of science 
and art, as may be addressed to his care, in pnrsuance of the object 
of the preceding resolve, and to audit and allow all reasonable charges 
of said agent for receiving, packing, carriage and exportation of said 
objects of exchange; provided, that the total sum so expended shall 
not exceed three hundred dollars. 

" HOllse of Representatives, February 26, 1845. Passed. 
"SAML. H. WALLEY, Jr., Speakrr. 

*A.ccording to this resolve, 1.50 volumes of legislative documents, 12 copies 
of the geological -:'('ports, 52 scientific reports, 20 maps, have been transmitted. 
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c, In Senate, February ;27, 1845. Passed. 
"LEVI LINCOLN, Presfrlr:nt. 

(( February ~7, 1845. Approved. "GEO. N. BRIGGS. 

" Seaclary' s Office; :March 15, 1845. 
"A true copy. Attest: JOHN G. PALFREY, Secretar11. 

" l\'lY DEAR sm : I send you herewith a copy of resolves passed by 
our legislature at its present session. 

"I have it in charge from his excellency, the governor, to say that 
he requests you to accept the appointment of agent under the second 
of the resolves, and that he has no doubt that this Commonwealth 
will derive important benefits from your enlightened and liberal exer­
tions. 

"I am, dear sir, with the highest regard, your friend and servant, 
"JOHN G. PALFREY, 

" Scrrctary of t!ie Commonwealtli. 
"To A. V.tTTEllIARE, Esq .. , Paris, France." 
On my second visit to this State, in April In.st, the legislature, after 

an able report by the Hon. Erastus Hopkins, chairman of the com­

mittee on education, the following preamble and resolves were unani­

mously adopted, approved and presented to me, with the accompany­

ing/most flattering documents : 

'' RESOLVES 
"To promote Liternry and Scientific Exchanges with foreign countries. 

"·whereas this Commonwealth have received from the government 
and people of France, as also from Si.veden, Germany, and other 
States, a lnrge number of rare and valuable works on the arts and 
sciences, on jmisprudence, political economy, history, agriculture, 
commerce and manufactures, and statistics; be it therefore 

"Resolved, 1. That the thanks of this Commonwealth be tendered 
to said governments, and to the various departments thereof, for the 
rich contributions which they hive made to our literary wealth, as 
also to M. Vattemn.re, through whose untiring <lilige11ce and agency 
they have been procured. 

" Resolved, 2. That the systern of exchanges, as established by 
M. Vattemare, is worthy of the hearty and prrrnanent co-operation of 
all civilized governments. 

"ResolvEd, 3. That, in addition to the books and documents set 
apart for the purpose of literary exchanges, by the resolves relating to 
this subject, approved February 27, 1815, the Secretary of State be, 
and is hereby authorized to procure for the current and for future 
years, any number of the volumes, entitled 'Reports of Cases Argued 
and determined in the Supreme Judicial Court' of this Commonwealth, 
which he may deem best, not exceeding twenty volumes during any 
one year, and that said volumes be set aside for the purpose of effect-• 
ing therefor said exchanges hereafter. 

2* 
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"Resolved, 4. That the sum of three hundred dollars bel lind 
hereby is appropriated, for the current and for future years, to the 
purposes of the said literary exchanges, in the same manner as pro­
vided by the resolves relating to this subject, approved April 17,1847, 
and by resolves of previous years, relating to this subject, and that the 
further sum of three hundred dollars be, and hereby is, approp'riated 
in the same manner, and for the Harne purposes, the said last app-To­
priation having been omitted during the year 1848; and the governor 
is hereby authorized to draw his warrants accordingly. 

" Approved May 2d, 1849. GEO. N. BRIGGS." 

Frum the JJ[cmbel's of the Legislature of tlte Commonwealth of 
1llassaclwseits. 

"COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, April 30,1849. 
" M. ALEXANDRE V ATTE:\1ARE, 

" SIR: You will please herewith accept the personal acknowledg­
ments of the President of the Sennte and Senators, of the Speaker and 
Members of the House of Representatives, for your efforts to promote 
Literary and Scientific Exchanges between natiuns. You have devoted 
your life to a truly noble work; and we express our earnest desire, 
that you may be spared to establish the system upon a broad and 
enduring basis. 

" We have beheld with delight, the valuable contributions made to 
our 8tate library, through the '.Agency of International Exchanges;' 
and we rejoice in the opportunity afforded to us, through the same 
agency, to deposit whatever may illustrate our history, in localities 
which greatly extend the knowledge of the institutions under which 
we so happily flourish. We rejoice to communicate to other nations 
all concerning ourselves, which may be of henefit to them, and to 
receive back that knowledge, which may be of benefit to us. 

"The system of International Exchanges introduces nations to 
nations, on a new basis; it brings them together in the offices of 
fraternal kindness, and cannot but minister to the advancement of 
knowJed~e and love among all governments and people who embrace it. 

" May this' Agency' and its offices be perpeturd." 
Sicrned,-JosEPH BELl., President of the Senate, and 33 Senators. 
F:ANCIS B. CROWNINSHIELD, Speaker, and 210 members of the 

House of Representati ves. 

From llis Excellency the GOl)cmo}' of the State of AIassacltusdts. 
(copy.) 

"COUNCIL CHAMBER, Boston, 19th April, 1849. 
"DEAR SIR: Several years ago, at the city of Washington, I 

expressed my approbation and admiration of the project of interna­
tional exchanges, which you were so earnestly endeavoring to establish 
between the governments of the old and the new world. At that 
time, I thought the scheme was wise and beneficent.* 

* " Stran.q@r, go on with your great work. By it you are advancing the cause 
of civilization and improvement; by it, distant people will not only exchange 
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u ~rhe ~esults which were then anticipated, under your untiring 
and mtellIgent labors, are beautifully developing them8elve~. The 
way being opened, and the mode of accomplishing this noble plan of 
yours having proved successful, I doubt not it will be carried and 
prosecuted with increasing interest in the future. 

" You are its author; and, for the part you have taken in this great 
enterprise, your name will be remem bered with gratitude by the 
friends of leaming and humanity in both hemispheres. I thank you 
f'Jr the number and value of the works which, through you, have heen 
received, and which now enrich and adorn the legislative library of 
this Commonwealth. 

" We shall always delight to regard them as pledges of the l<ind 
feelings and good will of tae governments and the people from which 
they have been generously presented. 

" With my best wishes for the complete success of your efforts in 
this great and good cause, and for your own happiness and that of 
your family, I am sincerely and truly yours, 

M. ALEXANDIlE VATTEMAIlE.GEO.N.BRIGGS ... 

RHODE ISLAND. The letter of Prof. Jewett: which follows, gives a 

succinct statement of the action of this State: 

" BROWN U N'IVEr:.SITY, Providence, J anuary ~9th, 1846. 
" DEAR SIll: Your letter to the governor has been received, pre~ 

sented to the legislature, and referred to the committee on education; 
the chairman of the committee, Mr. Goddard, formerly a professor in 
our college, presented a report, with resolutions, thanking you for 
your generous exertions, and particularly for your handsome presents, 
and vot.ing several extra copie .. of all reports and documents published 
by the State; and authorizing the Governor to pay all charges that 
may occur for the packing up and transportation of said books, and 
any others to be sent to us from Paris, through your agency. Thi'3 
was carried through the House and Senate unanimously; and it is, I 
believe, the only question which has been decided unanimously in our 
It'gislature for a long time. 

"You will probably receive the report and the votes by this steamer, 
or the next. 

" The Rhode Island Historical Society have also passed votes of 
thanks and resolutions in favor of your project, which you will receive 
soon." 

On the 21st of April last, I wa~ otlicially informed, by a letter from 

his excellency the governor of Rhode Island, that the enlightened 

specimens of art, literature, and science, but they will intermit thoughts, ideas, 
and sentiments May that reward follow your efforts which belongs to tho!';e 
whose labors improve the condition of society, and make men wiser and,better." 

" WASlIINGTON, June 10, 1840. GEORGE N. BRIGGS." 
[From a document containing the expressions of the sentiments of every 

member of Congress, in 1840, in their own handwriting.] 
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legislilture of this libel'a! State, had, at its last session, fully MBction .. 
cd my system, by the passage of certain acts or resolves, ordering 

additional copies of all tbe documents, &c., published under its 

authority, to be printed for the purpose of exchanges with foreign na­

tions; and appointing me agent of the State, uppropriating at the same 

time 8200 for the support of the agency for effecting those interna­

tional exchanges. 

NEW YORK. On my first visit to this capital, the 25th of October, 

1847, the joint library committee of the two houses, to which was 

referred the message of the governor, the communication of the trus­

tees of the State library, and other documJ'nts relative to the system 

of international exchanges, brought in a report which, after comment­

ing in the most approving terms upon the system, and showing the 

rich fruits to be anticipated by the State and the country from its es­

tablishment, they recommend the passage of the act accompanying 

the report, in the following remarks: 

" It seems, to your committee, proper that some testimonial more 
suhstalltial than mere words of kindness and approbation, should be 
nffiHded to this ellterprize~that, in order to secure the future success 
and perrnannu:y of the system, some suitable person, in Europe, 
should be appointed, as the agent of this State, in transmitting and 
receiving all such books and otber wor!{S as are intended as subjects 
of Intematicnal Exchange. 

" For that purpose, as well as for facilitating and encouraging the 
interchange between the ~everal States of the American U nioll, your 
committee recommend to your consideration a bill, a copy of which 
is hereto annexed, marked A. An appropriation of five hundred dol­
lars, for the promotion of these ohjects, was made by this State, in the 
year 1846. (See Sessions Laws of 184G, p. 470.) The States of 
Maine and Massachusetts have since the year 1844, made an annual 
appropriation of three hundred dollars each, for the support of the 
aO'encv in Paris only. These sums, thol1O'h in themselves small "viII 
if app~opriated by all the states and gover~ments with which M.' Vat­
temare has opened his system of interchanges, it is supposed, be suffi­
cient to defray the expenses of the agency, together with the innu­
merable incidental expenses of the system, and secure to it a perma­
nence which will insure its entire success." 

(A.) 
" An A ct to provide for the support of the System of International 

Literary and Scientific Exchanges. 

" The Pcople of the State of NlW York, represented in Sellate and 
Assembly, do cnad as follows: 

"§ 1. The governor, by and with the advice and com~ent of the 
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spnate, shall appoint some suitable pNson, residing in Europe, to be 
the agent of this State in transmitting tO'and receiving from this State, 
all such works as are intended as subjects of International Exchange. 

" ~ 2, The sum of one thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, to 
be paid out of the treasury, on the warrant of the comptroller, to the 
regents of the university, to be by them applied in defraying the 
expense of such agency, and in such other manner as they shaH deem 
best for the promotion of the 8ystem of Literary and Scientific Inter­
national Exchanges, founded by M. Vattemare, and exchanges 
between this State and the other States of the Union. 

" ~ 3. The further sum of six hundred dollars, to be paid as afore­
said, in each of the years 1848 and 1849, is hereby appropriated for 
the snme purpose. 

" ~ 4. This act shall take effect immediately." 

On my last visit to Albany, in March la5t, after having unanimously 

sanctioned the above acts of the former legislature, I was presented 

with the following most honorable document, inscribed on parchment, 

and signed by all the members of the House of Assembly: 

" From the Speaker and lJfembers of the House of Assembly of 
the S.ate of New York. 

" To M. ALEXANDRE V ATTEMARE : 
"SIR: 'The House of Assembly of the State of New York, which 

was among the earliest to embrace your admirable plan ()f Interna­
tional Exchanges, welcome you again to their hall, and have heard 
with great satisfaction of the continued success of your enterprise. 

" No undertaking promises sooner to 'make of one family all the 
nations of the earth;' and the undersigned cheerfully record their 
appreciation of the zeal and skill with which your efforts have been 
directed towards the promotion of good letters and good will, among 
men. A. K. HADLEY, Speokrr, 

and all the members of the House of Assembly. 
PHILANDER B. PRINDLE, Clerk." 

NEW JERSEY. The committee on education of this State, on the 

21st of January, 184S, submitted a report, in which they dwell with 

great force upon the moral advantages of the plan, and conclude in 

the following words: 

"These exchanges are cal cuI ated to produce a two-fold benefit. 
On the one hand, they will impart and extend a knowledge of our 
country, where it is now comparatively unknown; and, on the other 
hand excite and increase in our land, and among our own population, 
a spirit of inquiry, and desire of more perfect information as to what 
other nations are accomplishing in the varied walks of science, litera­
ture, and art, which may bring forth the good fruits of wholesome 
emulation and amicable rivalry. 
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" Entertaining these views, your committee recommend for adop­
tion the following resolution: 

"Resol1Jed by the General Assembly of the State of New Jersey, 
(Senate conClJ.rl'ing,) That the Secretary of State be directed to pre­
sent to M. Vattemare, and through him to the Chamber of Deputies 
and the Minister of Commerce ilnd Agriculture of France, the thanks 
of the Legislature of the State of New Jersey, for the valuable present 
of Books made by them to this State, and as a slight return for the 
same, that M. Vattemare be presented with copies of our State docu­
ments and laws, together with such other books, which may throw 
li~ht upon the history and resources of our State, as your committee 
shall select from the library of the State, to be distributed by him in 
such manner as he may think best calculated to effect the object 'of 
his important enterprise." 

The joint resolutions adopted by the legislature, are as follows: 

" Joint resolutions relatilJc to M. A. VAl'TEMARE'S system of Inter­
national Literary and Scientific Exchanges, and to pl'ovidefor the 
support of an agency at Pa.ris, France. 
"1. Be it resolved by the Senate and General Assembly of lite 

Stale of New Jersey, That the sum of three cundred dollars be, and 
the same is hereby appropriated to defray the expense of an agency in 
the city of Paris, in France, for the purpose of receiving and trans­
mitting such works as may be made the subject of international 
exchanges. 

"2. And be it rFsoll)cd, That the governor of this State be, and is 
hereby authorized to appoint some suitable person as agent for the 
State of New Jersey at the city of Paris, in France. 

"3. And be it resolved, That the said sum of three hundred dollars 
be transmitted by the Secretary of State, whenever officially informed 
that such agency has been duly established; and that the said agent 
be requested to report semi-annually to the governor of this State, of 
all his transactions and proceedings relative thereto." 

PENNSYLVAN'A. My first application to the State of Pennsylvania 

was made on the 1(1th of April, 184S. Although it was the last day 

of the session, I was received and heard with the utmost kindness, 

and the following handsome preamble and resolutions unanimously 

adopted: 
" Resolutions relative to International Exchanges, proposed by 

Alexandre Vattemare. 
"Whereas Monsieur Alexandre Vattemare, a citizen of the repub­

lic of France, having patriotically devoted his time, talents; and for­
tune, for a period of twenty years, to bring about a perfect system of 
International Exchange of specimens of natural history and works of 
science and art, between the differept nations of the world; 

" And whereas, said Monsieur Alexandre Vattemare having pre­
sented to the Commonwealth, at rarious times since the year 1843, a 
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large number of rare and valuable works, which have been deposited 
in the State library; 

" And whereas said Mon~ieur Alexandre Vattemare having, at the 
request of the Pennsylvania delegation in the house of representatives 
in the Congress of the United States, visited the capital of this Com­
monwealth for the purpose of confprrincr with the le!Tisl<lture and 
officers of the government in reference to ~he most expedient measures 
to be pursued in furtherance of his most praiseworthy and important 
enterprise; 
• "And whereas the present session of the legisl(lture heing about to 
expire, it is impracticable for it, at this titne. to take such part in the 
consideration of the question as it otherwise would take great interest 
and pleasure in doing; therefore, 

" Be it reso!ned by tlte Senate and House of Representatives in 
General Assembly met, and it is lurICby resolved by authority (~f the 
SOlTle, That the governor and secretary of this Commonwealth be, 
and they are hereby authorised and requested to confer with said 
Monsieur Alexandre Vattemare, during the recess of the legislature, 
upon the subject referred to in the preamble to this resoluti.on, and 
to adopt such measures as they may deem most expedient to carry out 
the object in view, and report thereon at the next session of the 
legislature. 

., "WILLIAM F. PACKER, 
" Speaker of the Honse of Representatil,es. 

"\VM. 'WILLIAMSON, 
" Speake1' of the Senate. 

" Approved, the tenth day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-eight. FRS. R. SHUNK." 

On my second visit to the capital of Pennsylvania, the following 
resolves were, on the 22d of February last, unanimously adopted by 
the General Assembly, and presented to me officially, by his excel­
lency, the governor of the State, on the 24th of March. 

When I left Harrisburg, no measures had then been adopted in 
relation to the central agency of Paris ~ I have not the slightest doub,t, 

however, that the great State of Penm;ylvania will cheerfully join her 

sister States in this peaceful, intellectual confederacy of nations. 

The warm feelings and great interest so eloquently expressed in 

behalf of the system of exchanges, are the best guaranties that could 

be given of the firm determination of this honorable body to support 

a plan whose merits and importance ar·e so clearly appreciated and 

exhibited in this official document, emanating from the enlightened 

and patriotic legislature and executive of the Commonwealth of Penn­

~ylvania. 
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" EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, ) 

Jlarri::;burg, March 24, 1849. ; 
" To MONS. A. VATTEMARE: 

" My dear sir: In obedience to the instructions of the legislature of 
Pennsylvania, permit me to enclose and present the highly deserved 
complimentary resolutions hereto annexed. The project of enlarging 
the means and inereasincr the facilities arnona' nations of an inter­
ch:ln:;e of their intellectual treasures, will 'tend to render the people 
of the civilized world a community of brothers; will remove prejudice 
and icrnorance from the human mitld, lessen the causes of contention 
among nations, and generally promote the knowledge of true govern­
ment, the success and permanency of science, morals and religion. 

" The enlightened citizen owes a debt of deep gratitude for your 
individual exertions, in the origin and establishment of this benevolent 
work. 

" Cordially uniting with the legislature in an expression of kindness 
and confidence, I remain, most truly, 

Your friend, WM. F. JOHNSON." 

" Resolutions in relation to the System of International Exchanges. 
" Whereas the state of Pennsylvania has received from the govern­

ment and people of France, through the hands of Mons. Alexandre 
Vattemare, a large number of rare and valuable works on the arts and 
sciences, essays on political economy, agriculture, commerce, and 
manufactures, together with important statistics relating to the polit­
ical and social condition of France, and exhibiting her relations with 
other nations: And whereas it is the duty, the interest and the plea­
sure of the people of this State, to acknowledge and reciprocate this 
evidence of national good will and friendship; be it, therefore, 

" Resolved, That the thanks of this ~tate be tendered to the republic 
of France, for the liberal and valuable presents of works of literature 
and art, received through the hands of Mons. Alexandre Vattemare; 
and that, while we acknowledge the obligation of gratitude thus 
imposed upon us, we deeply regret that its expression has been inad­
vertently delayed so long. 

"Resolved, That this Commonwealth is earnestly desirous of culti­
vating the relations of amity and concord which have hitherto distin­
guished the intercourse of its citizens with those of France, and will 
cheerfully embrace the enlightened plan proposed by Mons. Vatte­
m'lre for promoting the friendly relations of the two republics, 
through the medium of reciprocal donations of their productions, and 
the international exchange of works of literature and art. 

" Re:wbJed, That, in the opinion of this legislature, the plan of Mons. 
Vattemare is worthy of the earnest consideration and hearty co-ope­
ration of all the States of this republic, and especially commends 
itself to the attention and respect of philanthropists everywhere, as 
one of the most practicable and effectual means of perpetuating the 
peace of the world, as it must necessarily render nations and QotUmu. ... 
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nities t'lmiliar with each other; teach them how much the interests, 
the glory, and the happiness of the human family depend upon the 
ex:hibition of a generous forbearance, a lively sympathy, and a high 
sense of justice and honor, by and among its members, and inspire 
them with an abiding conviction, through a knowledge of each other's 
moral, social and political condition, that every nation is capable of 
oontributing something to the general good; that all are alike inter­
ested in whatever tends to elevate either, and that the world suffers 
when nations arm for mutual injury or aggression. 

"Resolved, 'l'hat the thanks of this legislature be, and they are hereby 
tendered to Mons. Alexandre Vattemare, for the zeal, benevolence 
and ability displayed by him in the prosecution of 4\is praiseworthy 
e{forts to unite the nations of the world ill a league of friendship and 
good will: whose bonds are the lights of science, the inspirations of 
gen.iu~, and the humanizing spirit of the arts of peace, and whose 
oojects are the advancement of civilization, and the elevation and 
happiness of IDnnkind. 

"Resolved, That the State librarian be and he is hereby authorized 
and directed to collect and place at the disposal of Mons. Vattemare, 
t<J be by him presented to the republic of France, in the name of the 
people of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the following works, to 
wit; 

1. The Colonial Records of Pennsylvania. 
2. Watson's Annals of Philadelphia. 
3. The Revised Map of Pennsylvania. 
4. Journal of the Debates in the Convention to amend the Consti-

tution of the State. 
5. Journals of the Legislature from 1840 to 1849. 
6. Purdon's Digest, last edition. 
7. Dunlop'S Digest, last edition. 
S. Wharton's Digest of the Decisions of the Supreme Court, last 

.edition. 
9. A complete set of the books in use in the public schools. 
10. Hazard's Pennsylvania Register. 
11. The Constitution of the United States and of this State, together 

with the rules of the Legislature. 
12. Matthias' Rules of Order. 
J3. A complete set of the Works of Dr. Benjamin Franklin. 
"The said books to have a label thereon, expressing by whom and 

to whom they are sent; the school-books to be neatly and uniformly 
bound, and the whole to be put in complete and proper order. 

"Resolned, That the librarian be also authorized and directed to 
appropriate to the books received from France, a special place in the 
library, designating the same by appropriate labels and devices. . 

" Resolved, That the expenses which may be incurred by the hbra­
rian, in pursuance of the foregoing resolutions, shall be charged to 
acconnt of the library, and be settled and paid as other expenses 
incident thereto. 

3 



26 SENATE-No.2. 

" Resolved, That the governor be requested to present one copy of 
these resolutions to Mons. Vattemare, and to forward another copy to 
the American minister at Paris, to be by him presented to the Presi-
dent of France. WILLIAM F. PARKER, 

"Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
"GEORGE DARSIE, Speaker of tlte Senate. 

" Approved the twentieth day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-nine. WILLIAM F. JOHNSON. 

"On motion of Mr. Small and Mr. Matthias, said report was read a 
second time, considered and adopted. 

"Ordered, That the clerk inform the house of representatives, 
accordingly. • 

"The house concurred in the above resolutions, and added' the 
following: 

" Resolved, That hereafter twenty copies ofa1l the public documents 
and laws, published by order of the house of representatives of this 
Commonwealth, shall be set apart and placed at the disposal of Mons. 
Vattemare, to facilitate his praiseworthy effort relative to international 
exchanges, and the cultivation of good will between the repuh}ic of 
the United States and the republic of France; which, on motion of 
Mr. Cooper, was considered, and unanimously adopted.~' 

DELAWARE. The governor of Delaware, in a letter dated January, 
1848, expresses his 'intention to " lay the plan before the ne"t Iegisla­
lature, (in January, 1849,) with the expression of (his) cordial 
approval," and promises to give to the promotion of my views, nOli 
only the influence of an official recommendation,. oot the weight of 
bis personal sanction. 

"EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, } 

" /Jover, March 12, 1849. 
" SIR: I take pleasure in communicating to yoo, by request of the 

legislature of this State, a copy of certain joint resolutions, passed 
unanimously by both houses at the late session, relative to your 
system of international exchange. 

"These resolutions evince a just appreciation of the value of the 
system, and the philanthropic spirit of its projector, and engage for 
it the permanent cooperation of the State of Delaware. I may add,. 
that they express the sentiments not only of the members of the late 
General Assembly, but also of the citizens of the State at large. 

" The annual appropriation of one hundred dollars, although less 
than the contributions made by other states, wiJI be found to bear a 
fuJi proportion to our relative population and wealth. 

" Wishing the full and speedy accomplishment of the great object of 
your labors, I am, dear sir, 

" With high consideration, 
" Your ob't serv't, 

" ALEXANDRE VATTE!fARE E3q. WILLIAM SHARP." 
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(t Joint resolutions J'elative to lJtI. Alexandre Vattemare's systw£ of 
Intanational Exchanges. 

"Resolved, by tlte Senate and llouse of Representat-ives of tlte State 
of DelawaJ'e, in General Assembly met, That this legislature fu))y 
appreciate the importance of the objects contemplated by Mons. Alex­
andre Vattemare's system of international exchanges. That it regards 
his scheme as eminently adapted to diffuse knowledge and advance 
the general intelligence and refinement, to unfold the natural resources 
and mental treasures of each nation to all others, and to unite all in 
the happy bonds of a close intellectual sympathy and fellowship. 

"2. Resolved, That in the name of the State of Delaware, which is 
invited to partake of the benefits of the proposed syaem of exchange, 
the Legislature tenders to its distinguished projector this expression 
of its profound gratitude; and assures him of its high appreciation of 
the noble spirit of philanthropy which has induced him to devote his 
life, talent and fortune to the promotion of an enterprise which, while 
it proposes immense advantage to the world, offers no personal benefit 
to himself. 

"3. Rfsolned, That there be delivered to M. Vattemare, under the 
direction of the governor, such of the public books and documents as 
in his judgment can conveniently be spared from the public library, 
including six copies of the laws, legislative journals, and documents, 
debates and journals of the convention of 1831, and the judicial 
reports of this State j also six copies of Ferris' 'history of the early 
settlement of Delaware, the Delaware register and geological survey, 
and such mineralogical specimens of which there may be duplicates 
in the State library, that the same may be presented in the name of 
the State to the American library of the city of Paris, the library of 
the national assembly of France, and the minister of justice of France, 
and to such other public institutions as M. Vattemare may select. 

"4. Resolved, That such of the above works as cannot be conven­
iently furnished from the library, be purchased and paid for under 
the warrant of the governor, out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

"5. Resolved, That twenty copies of the laws, legislative journals, 
judicial reports, &c., and of all other works hereafter. to be published 
by authority of the State, shall be reserved and deposIted in the office 
of the secretary of State for the purposes of international exchange, 
and the secretary of State shall transmit the said extra copies, the 
same being first suitably bound, to such agent5 as may be duly author­
ised to receive the same for the purpose above mentioned. 

"6. Resolved, That M. Alexandre Vattemare is hereby constituted 
the agent of this State for effecting international exchanges with such 
governments, public institutions and cities of Europe, as shall adopt 
his system, and for the necessary expenses to render such an agency 
permanent and effectual, the annual sum of one hundred dollars is 
hereby appropriated, to be paid by the state treasurer on the warrant 
(){the governor, to the order of Mons. Vattemare, or of any agent of 
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the said system by him employed in this conntry; the authority of 
such agent to receive the same being first duly certified to the gover· 
nor under the hand of the ~:>aid M. Vattemare, and filed in the office 
of the secretary of State. 

"7. Resolved, That the secretary of State be, and he is hereby 
directed to cause to be pnblished one hundred copies of the proceedings 
of the General Assembly in relation to the subject of international 
exchanges, two copies whereof shall be for the use of each member, 
and the residue to be disposed of by the governor of the State. 

"8. Resolved, That the governor be requested to communicate to 
M. Vattemare a copy of these resolutions. 

"Passed at U.ver, February 19th, 1849. 
"JOSEPH P. COMEGYS, 

" Speaker of tlte House of RepresentatilJeS pro tempore. 
"WILLIAM W. MORRIS, Speaker of the Senate." 

MARYLAND. At the December session of the legislature, in 1841, 

the State librarian made a report, in which he recommended the 

adoption of the system of exchange; and on the 10th of March, 1842, 

the following resolution was adopted: 

" Resolution of the General Assembly of }}/aryland, passed ]}[al'cl, 
10, 1842. 

" No. 11. Resolved, by the General Assembly of Maryland, That 
fifty copies of the laws. public documents, and journals of the senate 
and house of delegates, of the number annually printed for distribu­
tion among the several counties and Howard district of this State, 
shall be, and the several printers to the legislature are hereby author­
ised to deposit the same in the State library for the purpose of 
exchange in foreign countries; that the librarian be, and he is hereby 
authorised and required to have the same bound, and to transmit tbe 
above extra copies of the laws, pu blie documents, journals of the sen­
ate and of the house of delegates, together with such surplus books, 
now remaining in the library, as the joint committee on the library 
may direct, to the agents of foreign countries in the United States, 
authorized to receive the same for the above purpose." 

On the 9th of March, 1844, the following resolution was adopted: 
" Resolution 7Jasscd Jlfarcll 9. 1844. 

" No. 53. Rtsolved by tlte General Assembly of JJ[aryland, That for 
the purpose of carrying into effect the resolution of December session, 
1841, No. il, directing the librarian to perform certain duties, that 
his excellency, the governor, be authorised to pay, out of allY unap­
propriated money in the treasury, such sums of money as may be 
necessary, under the said resolution, to defray the expenses incurred 
in the exchange of surplus books, documents, &c., with the agents of 
foreign countries, as may from time to time be authorised by the joint 
committee on the library." 

VIRGINIA. On the 5th of April, 1848, the governor of Virginia 
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nddressed to me a communication, from which I beg Ie~l\"e to make 
the following extract: 

" EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, } 

Richmond, Virginia, April 5, Ib48. 
" DEAR SIR: You will receive, herewith, sundry resolutions of the 

general assembly of Virginia, adopted on the 23d of March, 1848, in. 
which that body, expressing the sentiment of Virginia, approve your 
, noble design, applaud the spirit which conceived, and the enthusiasm 
which has achieved it, and tender you the agency for this State, for 
the purpose of sustaining and continuing it." 

The resolutions accompanying this letter, were the following: 
" Resolutions of the General Assembly of Firginia. 

"'Vhereas, the legislature of Virginia regards with interest the 
noble design of a national interchange of productions of art, science, 
industry and natural history, projected by Mons. Alexandre Vatte­
mare, and patronized with such magnificence by the French govern­
ment, and is desirous of contributing to a work so important-

" Resolved, by the General Asscmbl.lJ, That the spirit which has 
conceived this design is as admirable as the disinterested enthusiasm 
which has achic,·ed it; and that this legislature, as a testimonial of 
its appreciation. of the character and services of its distinguished 
author, hereby invite him to visit the halls of legislature during the 
session of the legislature, and hereby tender to him the appointment 
of agent for the State of Virginia for conducting the exchange of 
such subjects as may be presented by Virginia to France. 

"Rcsulncd, That the legislature has learned with gratitude that 
France, of whose prosperity we always hear with pleasure, and in 
whose misfortunes we always sympathise, has presented to Virginia. 
literary works of a rare, useful, and costly character, for which it is 
incumbent to make some return, even if inadequate. 

"Resolved, That the State librarian be instructed to forward to 
the agent of international exchanges such copies of the code and of 
the law reports, of the journals and other legislative documents, or 
other works, as may be spared withrmt detriment to the library. lIe 
shall forward such reports of the moral, social, and political statistic.s 
of Virginia, as may tend to diffuse amongst other nations a correct 
knowledge of her institutions, her condition, and her capacities; that. 
he shall likewise forward any private donations intended for the 
(lepartment of international exchanges; and that he be required to 
report annually to the joint committee of the library." 

INDIANA. The following letter from the governor of this State, 
with the resolutions which accompany it, will show the highly liberal 
course which she has pursued in relation to exchanges. I ought to 

add that all the proceedings of her legislature upon the subject have 

been printed together in an executive document which, for typograph­

'ical beauty, would do credit to the oldest State of the Union: 
3* 
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" Indianapolis, Indiana, March 2, 184R 
" DEAR Sm: Your letter, and the accompanying documents witb 

which I was favored, were duly laid before the legislature of this 
State at its last session, with a recommendation of your proposed 
sJstem of international literary exchanges. In accordance with my 
expressed wish, a joint resolution was passed by that body, a copy of 
which I take pleasure in enclosing to you; the terms of which, 
although not as liberal as could have been desired, yet, in the present 
condition of the finances of the State, it is hoped may prove satisfac­
tory. 

"I gladly avail myself of the occasion to repeat the invitation 
extended to you by the general assembly, to visit this place, at such 
time as may suit your convenience, for the purpose indicated in the 
enclosed joint resolutions. 

" That you may succeed in your laudable public spirited enterprise 
beyond your most sanguine expectations, and that your life may be 
spared until you reap a well-merited reward for the time, Jabor and 
talent which you have so generously bestowed upon it, is my fervent 
wish. I am, dear sir, very respectfully, your ob't serv't, 

"JAMES 'VHITCOMB, Governor (If Indiana. 

"UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
" STA'rF. OF INDIANA. 

" A Joint Resolution relative to Intt1'uational Literary Excltanges. 
" Be it resolved by tlte General Assembly of tlte State of Indiana, 

That the duties devolved on the secretary of State, by a joint resolu­
tion, approved January 15, 1844, and also a joint resolution approved 
January 27, 1847, both in relation to international literary exchanges, 
be, and the same are hereby de\'olved on the State librarian, who is 
directed to fit up in the State library rooms all necessary shelves and 
cases for the reception and safe-keeping of such exchanges as shall be 
presented to the State; and who shall also, in his annual report to 
the general assembly, make a separate and detailed statement of their 
extent and condition. 

" Be it furthe1' resolved, That Alexandre Vattemare, who projected 
said system of international exchanges, and is now in the United 
States, with the view to its more perfect development and general -
adoption, is justly entitled to the thanks of the general assembly and 
the people of Indiana, for his exalted and untiring efforts in estah .. 
lishing for them a direct intercourse with the minds and hearts of 
Europe, of which valuable fruits have already been tendered to the 
State; and, in testimony of their appreciation of his eminent services, 
the said Alexandre Vattemare is hereby invited, by the general assem­
bly, to visit the capitol of Indiana at his earliest convenIence, for the 
purpose of conferring with the governor in relation to his system of 
exchanges, and the best method of rendering it permanently subser­
vient to the welfare of the State; and the governor is hereby author. 
ized to adopt any and all arrangements, within the means granted by 
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this resolution, as will most effectual1y and amply accomplish the 
object in view. 

"Be it further resolved, That Alexandre Vattemare is hereby 
constituted the agent of this State in effecting international exchanges 
with such governments, public institutions, and cities of Europe, as 
shall adopt his system i and for the necessary expenses to render such 
agency permanent and effectual, an annual sum, not exceeding four 
hundred dollars, is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of the treasury 
on warrant of the auditor of the State, who shall issue the same on 
the certificate of the governor, that the amount certined has been 
properly expended. 

,~ Be it further resolved, That there shall be annually printed and 
bound fifty extra copies of all laws, resolves, journals, and legislative 
documents, which shall be espeeially set apart for international 
exchanges; and the governor and State librarian are hereby authorized 
to select such duplicate works, in the State library, as can be spared, 
to be used for the same purpose. 

" Be it further l'esoilJed, That the instructions on the best mode of 
collecting, presening and transporting objects of natural history, 
which were communicated with the documents accompanying the 
governor's special message, be added to the documentary journal, and 
that five hundred extra copies be printed for distribution, under the 
direction of the governor, with such other documents as he shall deem 
useful and proper. 

" Be it further l'csolved, That the governor be requested to com~ 
municate a copy of this joint resollltion to said Alexandre Vattemarc. 

"vVILLIAM A. PORTER, 
" k'{peakcr of the House of Representatives. 

"PARIS C. DUNNING, 
" President of tlte Senate. 

" Approved, February 12, 1848, JAMES WHITCOMB." 

MICHIGAN. On the 12th of March, 1844, the following preamble 
and resolutions passed the legislature of Michigan: 
" Preamble andjoint RC1Jolut£on 1'elatilJe to .ZJfons. Vattemare's systan 

.. of Intc1'flational Literary exchanges. 
"Whereas Mons. Alexandre Vattemare, a citizen of France, has, 

with an unexampled zeal, devoted his time, his energies, and his 
fortune, to the philanthropic effort of establishing an intellectual con­
federacy among the nations of the earth; 

"And whereas his system of international literary exchanges is 
not only promotive of science and the improvement of literature and 
the arts, but is also conducive to the fraternization of governments, 
and the diffusion ofcivilization throughout the globe; 

" And whereas the project has been approved by the chambers and 
ministers of France, by the Congress of the United States, and the 
legislatures of several of the States, and by the statesmen and literati 
of both nations-
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" Be it tlterefore resolved by tlte Senate and House of Representa", 
tives of the State of MiclLigan, That in grateful acknowledgment of 
his disinterested labors in the cause of humanity, and for the valuable 
works presented by him to the State, the thanks of thp. people of 
Michigan are respectfully tendered to Mons. Alexandre Vattemare 
by the representatives of the people in legislature convened. 

"Reso[ned, That his excellency, the governor, be, and he hereby 
is, authorized and requested to receive the parcel of books transmitted 
by Mons. V attemare, through Lewis Cass, jr., Esq., to ,·the State of 
Michigan, and also the parcel consigned to E, Thayer & Co., for .. 
warding merchants in the city of New York, and to place the same 
in the State library. 

"Resolved, That his excellency be, and he hereby is, further 
authorized and requested to transmit to Mons. Vattemare a copy of 
the revised statutes and session laws of the State of Michigan, together 
with the journals and documents of both houses of the legislature, and 
such maps of the several counties as are now completed. 

"Resolved, That the State geologist be, and he hereby is author­
ized and requested to examine and report to the next legislature what 
,duplie-ate specimens of the natural history of Michigan are in his 
department of the university. 

"Resolved, That our senators in Congress be instructed, and our 
representatives be requested, to use their best efforts to obtain the 
appointment of Mons. Alexandre Vattemare, as an agent of the general 
government, to act in behalf of this State, with power to conduct 
literary exchanges between France and the United States. 

"Resolved, That his excellency be, and he is hereby, requested to 
transmit a copy of these resolutions, and the report of the. committee 
on education, to Mons. Alexandre Vattemare, and to each of our 
senators and representatives in Congress. 

" ED\VIN N. LOTHROP. 
" Speaker of tlte House of Representatives. 

"ED\VIN M. CURT, 
" President ()f the Senate, pro tenz. 

" Approved March 12, 1844. JNO. S. BARRY." 
SOUTH CAROLINA. Having left Columbia before the engrossing. of 

the resolves and bill expressive of the warm sympathy of the legislature 
towards the system, and which placed at my disposal more than a 
thousand volumes for international exchange, I cannot reproduce 
them here; but the following letter from his excellency, the governor 
of South Carolina, will give an idea of the kind feeling of the legisla~ 

ture and executive of this most hospitable State: 

" EXECUTIVE DEPARTMEN'r, } 
" Cltarleston, S. C., Dec. 23, 1848. 

" My DEAR SIR: I have the honor herewith to transmit your com. 
mission as agent for the State of South Carolina, in effecting the sys-



INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE. 33 

tern of international exchanges. The intellectual and political revo­
luti.on which you are. silently but surely accomplishing among :he 
nat~ons of th.e w.orId, IS one of the most stupendous and startling of 
WhICh the mmd IS capable of forming an accurate conception. 

" In succe.ssfully persuading the crowned heads of the old world to 
extend the r~ght hand of fellowship to republican America, in the 
~ode presc~lbed by you, requires all the energy of a highly gifted 
mtellect, umted by boundless enthusiasm, and sustained by the wis­
dom and good.ness of God. The interest and happiness of mankind 
are 80 deeply mvolved in the matter of your mission, that the result 
cannot be doubted. Go on, then, until your triumphant banner shall 
be seen in every quarter of the globe. 

" Fraternally yours, &c. 
"WHITEMARSH B. SEABROOKS. 

"To M. ALEXANDRE VATTEMARE." 

NORTH CAROLINA. 
" EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROL.INA, } 

"January 26, A. D., 1849. 
"To MONS. ALEXANDRE VATTEMARE: 

" DEAR SIR: I have the honor to communicate a copy of an act 
of the general assembly of North Carolina, ratified on the 24t.h day of 
January, 1849, upon the subject of' international literary exchanges,' 
and likewise to present you ,with a commission, appointing you the 
agent of this State, as therein provided for. 

" Suffer me to avail myself of this occasion to add my cordial appro­
bation of your enlightened and philanthropic enterprise. 

"I have the honor to be, most respectfully, 
"Your ob't serv't, CHAS. MANLY. 

"Resolutions relative to M. Vattema1'e's system of Literary and 
Scientific Exchanges. 

" Resolved by the Genel'al Assembly of the State of North Caro­
lina, and it is hereby resolved by the autltorit y of the same, That we 
highly appreciate, and cordially approve the system of international, 
literary and scientific exchanges among the nations of the earth, pro­
posed by M. Alexandre Vattemare; to the establishment of which 
he has so long devoted his energies and fortune, and that we regard 
it as a wise and feasible means of disseminating knowledge, and 
preserving the relations of peace among the nations of the earth. 

" Be itfw'thcr resolved, ~·c., 'fhat the meed of our approbation is 
due, and is hereby tendered to M. Vattemare, for his untiring perse­
verance and philanthropic labors in carrying into execution his great 
design; that he has our earnest hopes for his success; that he has 
our warmest thanks for his visit amongst us, and for his valuable 
donations in books and prints with which he has enriched our library. 

" Be it further 1'esolvcd, ~c, That there be presented to M. Vatte­
mare, as an humble token of our high appreciation of h.is system 
under the direction of the governor of this State, the followmg work~ 
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to wit : [Here follows a list of works, mostly duplicates, in the State 
library, directed to be presented to M. Vattemare, under the direc­
tion of the governor, consisting of reports of the supreme court, 
digests of the same, revised statutes, acts of assembly, journals of the 
legislature, &c. &c.] . 
. " Be it furtlw' resolved, ~"c., That such ofthe above books as cannot 

be conveniently furnished from the library, be purchased and paid for 
under the warrant of the governor, out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

" Be it further 1'esoZ,Jed, ~c., That there shall be annually trans­
mitted, hereafter, to 1\1. Vattemare, under the superintendenr.eand 
direction of the governor, six copies of all books containing the jour­
nals, laws, judicial reports, &c. &c., and all other works published 
under the authority of this State, to be distributed by said Vattemare 
to such of the institutions and authorities of France, as he, in his dis­
cretion, may select. 

" A bill to provide for the support of the systemtof International 
Literary and Scientific Exchanges. 

" SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Gene1'al Assembly of the State 
of Nortlt Carolina, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the 
same, That the sum of three hundred dollars be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated annually, to defray the expense of an agency in 
the city of Paris, in France, for. the purpose of receiving and trans­
mitting such works as may be the subject of international exchange 
between the State of North Carolina and France. 

" § 2. Be it fiu·ther enacted, o/c., That the governor of this State 
be, and he hereby is authorised to appoint some suitable person as 
agent for the State of North Carolina, at the city of Paris, in France. 

" ~ 3. Be it further enacted, ~c., That the sum of three hundred 
dollars be transmitted by the governor of this State to such agent, 
whenever such agency has been offi~ially established; and that .said 
agent be requested to report annually to the governor of this State, 
his proceedings and transactions relative thereto, to be by the governor 
laid before the General assembly biennially. 

"§ 4. Be it fUl'tltel' enacted, ~c" That one thousand copies of the 
proceedings of this general assembly, in relation to this subject, 
together with the address of M. Vattemare, and the 'instructions on 
the best mode of collecting, preserving and transporting objects of 
natural history,' be printed, three copies for the use of each member, 
twelve copies for the university of the State, six copies for Wake 
Forest college, six copies for Davidson college, twelve copies for the 
State library, one copy to be sent to the governor of each State in the 
Union, and the balance to be distributed under the direction of the 
governor of this State. 

" § 5. Be it further enacted, ~c., That this act shall be in force 
and take effect from and after its passage." , 

NEW HAMPSlJIRE. The legislature of this enlightened and pros-
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perous State, by resolves and acts passed the 4th of January last, 
adopted the system of international exchanges, granting fifty copies of 
the laws and other legislative documents of the ,state, reports and 
decisions of the supreme court, thirty copies of Jackson's geological 
survey of New Hampshire, &c., and an annual appropriation of two 
hundred dollars for New Hampshire's liberal contributions for the 
support of the United States Central Agency in Paris. It is but a 
few days ago, from a letter from my agent in Paris, dated Fehruary 
20th, 1849, and which reached me on the 29th of March, that I was 
officially informed of this most liberal action of the legislature, in 
behalf of the system of exchange. The documents containing the 
resolves, &c., having been transmitted by the executive, to the agency 
in Paris, I am deprived of the gratification of publishing these inter­
esting documents. 

III. Wide as is the field which the system of international exchanges 
proposes to occupy, it is a simple scheme which may be grasped by 
the inte~ligence of a child. It is a plan which is designed to give to 
the intellectual treasures of the civilized world the same dissemination 
and equalization which commerce has already given to its material 
ones. By means of the agency of commerce, all productions which 
can administer to the support, comfort, or enjoyment of human life, 
which exist in superabundance in one quarter, are transported to 
another, so that every nation enjoys all that can be found in every 
other. The American gentleman is indebted for the luxuries upon 
his table, the elegancies of his dress, and the splendor of his drawing­
room, to every quarter of the globe. The system of exchanges pro­
poses to go one step farther. It has, for jts comprehensive design, to 
place at the disposal of every nation all the sources of intellectual 
culture and of refinement of taste, which are possessed by the most 
favored of its fellows; and to accomplish this desirable object, by 
means which shall open, foster, and cement relations of amity and 
good-fellowship between the parties concerned. 

Extensive business arrangements are necessary to carry out the 
plan. It was proposed to establish in the United States a central 
depot, to which all objects of exchange can be transmitted to be 
shipped to foreign countries, and where all rf.turns from abroad may 
be received and sent to their respective destinations in America. It 
will be seen, by reference to two treasury circulars, before quoted, 
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that this depot is, by the official act of the treasury department, 
established at the N ew York custom-house. 

In connection with this depot, will be a similar one in Paris, through 
which all exch;nges are to pass. The depot in Paris will also be the 
seat of the general agency, which will have the management of all 
the business of exchange, where all the responsibility for its faithful 
conduct will rest, and to which all subordinates will be accountable.· 
The general agency will employ subordinate agents in the capitals of 
all the nations and states which unite in the support of the system, 
who will be paid by it and report to it : th.ese agents wjll be charged 
with the receipt and transmission of all objects of exchange, and all 
the transactions of the general agency with their state or nation, will 
be conducted through them. 

Such is, in brief, an outline of the machinery which It IS III con­
templation to employ. The necessity for it wi1I be apparent from a 
few obvious considerations which I have al'ready arged in a communi­
cation which I had the honor to submit to the joint committee on the­
library of Congress, during the past session, from which I beg leave' 
to make the following extract: 

" In the conduct of a system involving such a number of multifa­
rious operations, unity of action is the first of all the conditions of 
success. A single establishment, ramifying itself by mean!5- of its 
agents wherever its operations demand its presence, must be made the, 
responsible head, from which all the transactions of exchange through-. 
out the world are to be controlled and directed, and where all account­
ability is to rest. Division of this resp')nsibility would lessen its 
force, and would take away the necessary guaranty for the faithful 
execution of the trusts imposed. 

" With this view, and in accordance with the united opinions of 
the ablest men and the first scientific bodies of both continents, Paris 
has been selected as the seat of a central agency, having collateral 
branches in the capitals of the several states who unite in the support 
of the system. It will form the great heart, receiving from all quar­
ters, and transmitting to all, the intellectual life-blood of the nations, 
their literature, science and arts. All the agents of the system will 
be responsible to the central agency, and it, in its turn, wiJ] be 
responsible to the nations which make it the channel of their 
exchanges. 

" For the support of this agency, an estimate was submitted to you 
several months ago, which I beg leave to recapitulate here: 
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" For one chief clerk 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 

one assistant 
two messengers 
agents, resident at capitals of states 
pu blication of quarterly report 
rent, &c., of otlice 
traveling expenses 
incidental expenses 

Total 

37 

$1,000 
450 
400 

3,000 
2,000 

400 
1,500 
1,500 

$10,250 
=========::. 

" The report referred to in the above estimate, is one of the most 
important features of the plan~, as it offers the most certain guaranty 
for the faithful expenditure of the funds appropriated for the support 
of the system, as well as for the proper distribution of the books, and 
other articles of exchange, entrusted to its care. It wi]] exhibit, in 
the minutest detail, not only the pecuniary accounts of the agency, 
but the di8position made of every article that passes through its hands, 
so that every institution and every individual who shall have contrib­
uted even the smallest pamphlet, for the purposes of exchange, will be 
tible to ascertain at once whether it has been faithfully transmitted to 
as destination. The system of accountability will thus be rigid and 
complete. The report, while thus operating as a salutary check upon 
agents disposed to be unfaithful, will serve the further, and not less 
useful purpose of furnishing to the institutions of the various countries 
connected with the plan, the means of ascertaining what each might 
obtain from the other, and where the objects desired could be procured. 
The operations of the system have not unaptIy been compared to the 
circulation of the blood: this particular feature of it will correspond 
to the function of nutrition, which enables each part to appropriate 
whatever is best adapted for its own nourishment and growth. 

"Of the sum required for the support of the agency, $3,600 have 
already been secured by the legislative appropriations of various 
states, viz: 
" By the State of Maine 

" " M assachusett~ 
" " Vermont 
" " Rhode Island 
" " New York 
" " New Jersey ., " Indiana 
" " Virginia 
" " South Carolina 
" " Delaware 
" " North Carolina 

" " New Hampshire 

4 

$300 
300 
200 
200 
600 
300 
400 
400 
300 
100 
300 
200 

$3,600 



as SENATE-No.2. 

"Add to this the sum appropriated b'y the federal government, ($2,000,) 
and we have a balance of but 4,650 to be secured from the eighteen 
other states which have not yet acted on the subject. The interest 
evervwhere manifested, throuO'hout the Union, in the success of thf! 
syst~lll, warrants me in the e~pectation that, not only the ten other 
states, which have already opened communications with me on the 
subject, in terms favorable in the highest degree to the design, but 
every state in the Union will eheerfully contribute towards the sup­
port' of the central agency at Paris." 

It will be seen, from the statements in the above extract, thai the 
sums asked of the various states are exceedingly small, yet they will 
be still further diminished when the system has once been put in full 
oper:ltion, and all its transactions reduced to perfect regularity. 
Trifling as these sums individually are, the aggregate of them forms 
the working capital of the system, and hence the indispensable neces­
sity of their being made permanent. The sale object of asking them 

at all, i3 to secure the permanence of the relations which the system of 
exchange has already been so successful in establishing between the 
civilized nations of the world; relations, the importance of which 
c:ll1not be diminished by time. I have, therefore, most respectfully ~ 
but most earnestly, to request that some measure may be recommended 
to the legislature of your State, calculated to place the annual appro­
priation beyond the reach of those causes which might operate tem­
porarily to interrupt it. Thus the central agency would be enabled 
to found its expenses upon a perfectly safe basis. 

In France, an old couritry, with, a dense population, where the 
business relations of men are marked by a permanence and solidity 
which the circumstances and wants of a new country forbid, it would 
be impossible for me to secure the services of such men as the duties 
of the agency will require, unless I had it in my power to offer them 
the surest guaranties of the certainty and permanence of the means 
upon which I rely for their remuneration. I trust the importance of 
these considerations will lead to such action on the part of the various 
states, whose agent I have the honor to have been appointed, as will 
relieve my mind from all anxiety on the subject. 

A brief notice of the advantages which may reasonably be expected 
from the full realization of the system of exchange, will close this 
repart, whieh I fear has already extended beyond the limits which I 
oU,~ht to have set to my demands upon your patience. 

To America, it is believed that the increased knowledge and 'appre. 
ci:ltioll of her intellectual wealth and resources, which must result 
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from the wide dissemination of her products of mind throughout the 
civilized world, would be more than a full remuneration for a hundred 
times the expenditure which is necessary to secure it; if, indeed, any 
pecuniary estimate is not wholly out of place in calculating the value 
of such appreciation. It is a I amentable fact that the United States 

do not occupy that high place, in European estimation, to which her 
social and national position entitle her. She is either seen through 

the distorted medium of a foreign press, or judged from the narrations 

of ignorant, prejudiced, or mercenary travelers, who visit her shores 
merely to discover such faults and foibles as will enable thrm to make 

a saleable book. Had the people of Europe an opportunity of learning 
your wise and salutary la\vs; the peaceful, yet powerful working of 

your free government; your admirable institutions for the punishment 

of vice, and the relief of honest poverty; tllt' freedom of your religious 
view:", ami the universal means of education ,,,hich you possess; your 

public works and public pres's, rivaling each other in public benefit; 
your immense natural resources, alld the enterprising industry of 

your citizem; eould this knowledge but be diffused, Europe would at 

once be forced to respect alld admire you for other than military or 

commercial trii.ltnphs, and feel proud that your continent was peopled 

by her sons. 

One great step towards the spread of the knowledge uf ~\merica 
and her institutions in Europe, ha" already been made by the system 
of exehange, in the formation of an AM}<~RICAN LIBRARY in the city of 
Paris. The library is already in existence, and contains a highly 
\"aluable collection of American books, constantly increased by the 
large transmission w hic~l American liberality is constantly enabling 
me to make to it of the richest productions of the national mind. In 
the hall of this library, each State of the American Union has an aleove 
expressly appropriated for the reception of its contributions, each sev­
erally distinguished by its name, arms, and the date of its incorpora­

tion, EO that the thousands of Frenchmen, and foreigners of every 

nation, who visit the Hotel de Ville weekly, must, per force, become 

better acquainted with the history and genius of your glorious country. 

I appeal to American patriotism, to aid me in making this library a 

worthy monument to the intellect and liberality of the nation. 

The advantage to the book trade which must be derived from hav­

ing copies of the best American works placed in the great Govern­

ment libraries of Europe, acting as a standing advertisement of the 
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publishers and l'I,uthors, is too obvious to require that it should be more 
than hinted. The same remark will apply to important American 
inventions. The American patentee could not be robbed of his right 
in, or the credit he deserves for a useful invention, if the drawings, 
specification. and model were deposited in a foreign patent office as 
the evidence of his claim. This view was taken by the present able 
and liberal head of the United States patent office, when he placed in 
my hands copies of the specifications and drawings of the most impor­
tant inventions patented during the past year, to be presented to the 
minister of commerce and agriculture of France. 

The operations of the general agency, whep once it is fullyestab­
lished, may gradually, and with great advantage, be extended so as 
to embrace objects collateral to its main design. Statidtical informa­
tion of every kind may seek ~that channel for dissemination, and as an 
object directly in line of its chief purpose, to promote international 
good will, a bureau might eventually be engrafted upon it which 
should be charged with the interests of emigrants, furnishing them 
wit h every species of information in relation to the region to which 
they propose to remove, the price of land and labor, its sanitary con­
dition, the expenses of transportation to it, the articles most necessary 
for their comfort, &c. &c. Artisans might be directed to the point 
where their labors would be most likely to meet with reward, and the 
honest and deserving be furnished with certificates which should 
secure for them a welcome and good treatment upon their arrival. I 
merely hint at these things, to show that the system contains within 
itself elements of usefulness which are yet undeveloped. 

The encouragement which it affords to the formation of new libra­
ries and museums, is among the prominent benefits promised by the 
system. It contemplates, as one of the most certain elements of its 
own permanent success, the establishment, in every quarter of the 
world, of free public libraries and museums, ever open to the use of 
the people. For the founding of such institutions, peculiar induce­
ments and facilities are offered by the system of exchange. It gives a 
new and enhanced value to objects which were before, on account of 
their abundance, disregarded in their own peculiar locality. The 
laws, reports, and all the legislative documents of governments, assume, 
as the circulating medium of exchange, a value far beyond their cost, 
and will insure returns of priceless works which could be obtained in 
no other way; and yet these documents are often stowed away in 
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garrets as useless rubbish, or sold by the pound as waste paper. In 

addition to these, the town, city or state, desirous of founding a librar y 

has, in its specimens of naturlll history, its animal, vegetable and min'" 
era) productions, an almost exhaustless fund, convertible, through the 

instrumentality of exchange, into books and works of art. Thus a 

very limited expenditure of money will produce results of the highest 
value. 

Every state in the .American confederacy, I believe, has, at its 

capital, a collection of books known as the State Irbrary. In most of 

them, however, the works are chiefly of a legal and political character, 

intended almost exclusively for the use of legislators during the session 

of their body. In the intervals between the sessions, the library is 

only occasionally open, and, even if open all the time, would be of 

little benefit to the mass of the public, who either feel no interest in, 

or are not prepared to understand the subjects to which the works are 

mainly devoted. Science, general literature, and the fine arts, have 

no place among them; and literary men, and the reading part of the 

public, do Bot make these libraries places of resort for literary relax­

ation, or for se~-erer study. There are uoubtle5s exceptions, but such 

is the general character of these institutions. 

Now, this might very readily, and \""ith the most desirable results, 

be changed. The resources of exchange, liberally employed, added 

to a very moderate allnual appropriation, judiciously applied, would 

build up in your State capitals, libraries which would be just sources 

of pride, and aUJrd, moreover, invaluable means of reference to 
scholar5, and of cultivntion and improvement to the whole people. 

There could be no Rpirit of exclusiveness in such institutions; each man 

would feel t1u!.t he was enjoying the advantages which he had himself 
aided to procure, and that he and his children might freely avail them­

selves of them without fear or favor. Thi swould be a true intellectual 
democracy-the best books, selected to suit the wants of all classes 

and professions, freely thrown open to the use of all. With reference 

to exchanges, such a library would be the most proper channel t}lfough 

\vhich the busmess should be conducted-the appropriate seat of the 

STATE EXCHANGE AGENCY. It would open an account with the 

institutions of the State desirous of partaking of the advantages, of the 

system, and with the national central depot, and thus be put in rela­

tion with the ,,,,hole scientific and literary world. 

A liberal system of domestic exchanges-each state setting apart 

4* 
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for the library of each of her sister states, copies of all the public 
documents, of every description, published by her authority-would 
make each of the state libraries a depository of the complete materials 
for the history of every state ill the union, and thus the liability of 
important public historical records to loss or destruction, would be 
diminished thirty fold; while the lights they throw upon legislation 
would be placed in possession of legislators in every portion of the 

country. 
Let the means which have been hinted be judiciously used, and the 

STATE LIBJURn:s of America will, ere long, in extent and usefulness, 
equal any similar institutions in the world. 

Great as undoubtedly are the advantages which have already been 
sll6'gested a'5 likely to flow from the general adoption of the system 
of exchange, yet it would be deprived of by far its greatest claim to 
the support of the wise and good, but for'its important moral bearings. 
It is chiefly, as it tends to open between the people of the various 
llHtions of the world an intercourse of kindness and courtesy, to throw 
down the barriers of national prejudice, and cultivate a spirit of 
llational peace and goud will, that it appeals to the sympathy and 
encouragement of the patriot and philanthropist. 

To employ the eloquent language of a report made by a committee 
of the common council of the city of New York: 

"Hitherto the intercourse of nations has hardly transcended the 
jealous boundaries of mere interest and of diplomatic etiquette. Am­
bassadors have been interchanged and treaties negociated to prevent 
encroachment on either side, to regulate the trade, and to protect the 
citizens oCthe contracting parties. Even friendship, in such cases, 
has always taken care that the clang of the warlike sword should be 
heard in the embrace of peace, and that the grasp of amity should 
ever be given with the mailed hand. There is no instance of national 
relations, as your committee believe, in which the greatest care has 
not been taken, lest the one might obtain some advantage over the 
olher. But to the system of exchange is due the honor of introducing 
a higher and nobler spirit into national intercourse. It has conceived, 
and introduced into practice, the idea of true friendship between 
the great branches of the human family, of a friendship which aims 
at mutual benefits, rather than at self-interest, which has no suspicion 
and no jealousy, which gives and receives without carefully inquiring 
into values or calculating profits, which, while it is eminently peaceful 
and beneficent, holds in reserve no means of hostility. and no threats 
of war. Like the mysterious wires which stretch almost from one 
end of the continent to the other, annihilating distance, and making 
all places through which they pass to be like one place, so these mutual 
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gifts are destined to remove the barriers of antagonist nationality, and 
render the nations of the earth, as they should be, one united family." 

The united voice of hundreds of the greatest and best men of your 

country might be added to this glowing testimonial, but I can only 
allow myself to subjoin the following: 

Front tlte Holt. George l.tI. Dallas, Vice President of tlte United 
States. 

"This conception of M. Vattemare's, of such simplicity in execu­
tion, and of such enlarged philanthropy in results, is realized; its 
practical effects are seen, felt, appreciated; and throllghout civiliza­
tion, the generous and wise cannot fail to establish and cultivate so 
certain a source of mental improvemei'lt, and so strong a bond of 
mutual reRpect and peace." 

Prom tlte Hon. Juhn Y. Jfason, Secretar,'IJ of tlte lVan'!!. 
" In such exchanges, the frieuds of free government may allticipate 

rich rewards. III this enlightened age, such acts of national comity 
are calculated to strengthen the bonds of friendship, and promote 
offices of good will and kindness between nations, not likely to be 
sundered or f()rgotten, by making the people of each better acquainted 
with the institutiow" the laws: the arts, sciences, and letters of the 
other." 

Prom tlte lIon. Erlmulid Burke, CommissionEr of Patents. 
"This noble enterprize, which owes its origin to your devotion, 

enthusiasm and persevering energy, will mark a new era in civiliza­
tion. Nations, by interchanging the rich treasures of intellect, science, 
and art, will cultivate towards each other sentiments of mntual respect, 
symp:lthy, and good will; and thus will they learn to suppress those 
bad passions and vices which lead to contention, hostility, and blood­
shed, and which have scourged and afflicted the world with sanguinary 
and desolating wars. To achieve so great a victory over the passions 
and vices of men and nations, by such noble means, will be the 
proudest of buman triumphs." 
From the HOI, . .lamps A. Pierce, United States Senate, Chainnain of 

the Joint Librar'l/ Committee of Congress. 
" That which was formerly only a figure of speech, will now be a 

suhstantial reality, and the scientific and literary union of nations, 
which vour e1li)rts have effected, will consolidate 'the republic of 
I etters.:"" 

I have thus, sir, laid before you, as briefly as the subject would 

permit, a statement of the details of my plan, as well as of the condi­
tioll and prospects of the system of exchange in your country. Flat­

tering as it undoubtedly appears, much will still depend upon the 
action which you are to take for its security and permanence. I rely 

wit;} entire confidence upon your wisdom, and upon the friendly 

dsiposition towards the cause which you have already mainifested. 
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Should the hopes which I have so much reason to indulge be 

rellized, then the intellectual union of nations will no longer be the 

dream of an enthusiast, but will have received from the western hem­

isphere an impulse which mllst secure its establishment; and the 

world, which has so lately witnessed with admiration the triumphs of 

American arms, will, in the more quiet and grateful pursuits of peace, 

owe a new debt of gratitude to American principle. 

A lIow me to add that cases have lately been received from Europe, 

at the central depot in New York, containing a number of rare and 

important scientific works, with the continuation of the great scientific 

publication of the Antiquities of Nineveh, the Voyage in Persia, the 

Journals of the Proceedings of the Legislative Chambers, and other 

works published by the French government, the first volumes or num­

bers of which were presented, with engravings, &c., to the State, in 

1847-8. These will be forwarded to A llgusta, soon after my next 

return to New York. 

My agent's report relates particularly to his labors in France, as 

the year just elapsed, owing to political events of that time, exhibits 

the most striking proofs of the influence of thi~ new link forming itself 

between the United States and the first and most faithful friend of 
America. I have the honor to be, 

With the most profound respect, 

Your excellency's very humble servant, 

ALEXANDRE VATTEMARE. 





46 SENATE-No.2. 

EeHAN~E INTER~ATIONAL. 

Compte rendu des tralJaux de I' Agence pendant l' Annee 1848-9. 

cc MONSIEUR ALEXANDRE V ATTEMARE : 

" Mon cher Arni-Vous savez par quels evenements s'est ouverte 
pour nous l' almee 1848, un projet de banquet politique dans Paris a 
cause, Ie 23 Fevrier, un{~ agitation qui ete une revolution, Ie 24; je 
n'ai point a apprecier ici ce grand evenement dans son caractere 
essen tiel et dans les consequences qui en ont decoule sllr la societe. 
V otre Mission ne nous interesse, Grace aDieu, au triumphe ou a I a 
defaite d' aucune opinion, d' aucun parti; et je ne me connais pas de 
devoir qui m'oblige a entrer dans des considerations qui soient etran­
geres aux moyens et a la fin de vos travaux. 

" Toute fois pour vous faire bien comprendre les difficultes tempo­
raires <'tue j'ai rencontrees, je dois vous rappeler que la revolution 
n'avait pas seulement renverse un gouvernement; mais queUe avait 
aussi brise toutes nos institutions et suspendu en quelque sorte la vie 
meme de la nation. Aucun pouvoir regulier n'etait reste debout, tout.es 
les antorites, tous les Commendements, toutes les actions avaient ete 
improvises apres la chute"de LOllis Philippe, personne ne savait exacte­
ment queUe pouvait etre la mesure de sos droits 011 de ses devoirs. 
Nous sommes demellr{~s dans eet etat jUiiiqu'a la reunion de l' Assem­
blee N ationale Ie 4 Mai. 

On congoit aisement l'immensite de la tache qui dans cette confu­
sion etait echue aux hommes charges des soins des affaires pllbliques. 
Beaucoup, a tous les degr{~s de la hierarchie, n' avaient touche au 
gouvernement de l'etat que par les critiques de leur con stante opposi­
tion. lis ignoraient les regles, les traditions, les services des admin­
istrations qui leur etaient tom bees en partage. Ainsi il etait, se non 
impossible, au moins tres difficile de reprendre nne affaire au point ou 
elle avait ete laissee, il fallait presque toujours la recommencer et 
l'instruire a nouveau. 

" Aprcs la reunion de I' Assemblee N ationale, les evenements se 
sont precipites, les titularies des fonctions publiques ont ete changes 
plusieurs fois; il est facile de comprendre que je ne pouvais me mou-
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[TRANSLATION.] 

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE. 

Rfport upon tlte progress of the agency during the yeoI' 1848. 

" My dear friend-You are no stranger to the events \" hich ushered 

in the year 1848. A projected political banquet produced on the 

2:1d of February a great excitement, and on the 24th a great revolu­

tion. It is not for me to attempt an appreciation of that important 

event in its essential character, or its results upon society. Your 

mission does not interest you in the triumph or defeat of any opinion 

or any party; and no duty invites me to the consideration of a subject 

foreign to your labors and mine. 

"That you may comprehend. however, the difficulties 1 have 

encountered, I must recall to your mind that the revolution not only 

overwhelmed the government, but broke down all our institutions, and 

ill some respects suspended the very life of the nation. All regular 

authority was at an end. Every movement, every action, every order 

after the fall of Louis Philippe, emanated on the spur of the occasion. 

No one could tell the measure of his rights or his duties, and all 
waited the meeting of the National Assembly, on the 4th of May. It 

may readily be conceived that it was no light task to carryon business 

with men to whose lot it had fallen to manage public affairs, in times 

of such utter confusion. All th~ men in office were new in authority; 

their only previous concern with government had been to exhibit their 

constant OppositlOn. They knew neither the regulations, nor tte 
routine of the administration which had fallen illto their hands. 

It was very difficult, if not impossible, to resume any transaction 

where it had been left; it was almo:'lt always necessary to commence 

anew. 

" After the meeting of the National Assembly, precipitation was 

added to the hurry of events; public functionaries were constantl y 

changed, and it is easy to understand that when all was commotion, 

my special business could proceed but slowly under such an adminis­

tration. 

" It is under such circumstances that I have had to carryon, under 
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voir qu'avec lenteur dans cette mobilite de l'administration. Ajoutez 

enfin que, bien qU'associe depuis plusieurs annees avos travaux, je 

ne connaissais pas les hommes au pres des quels votre 110m encore 

plus que votre mendat, al1ait m'accrediter. 
"C'est dans ces conditions que j'ai du continuer ici, sous votre 

direction, l'ceuvre 'que vous aviez si laborieusement cpmmencee et 

clont l'interet vous conduisait en Amerique. Si les echanges n'ont 

pas produit de ce cote tout ce que vous en attendiez, Ie tort en est 

sel1lement aux temps et a mon insuffisance. J'ai trouve partout it 
\ tOl1tes les epoques une bienveillance pleine d'empressement, un bon 

sentiment de vos services; une intelligence nette des avantages du 

systeme, un desir sincere d'en t~tendre les applications une apprecia­

tion large, et une vive satisfaction du zele d'ont n'ont pas cesse de se 

montrer annimes les gouvernements et les populations des Etats Unis. 

n n'est pas un homme politique qui ne m' ait seconde loyalement ; 

p3.S un ministre qui n' ait repondre ames sollicitations dans les me­

sures de ses ressources. 
" Dans les premiers et partant Ies plus grands embarras du gouv­

ernement provisoire, Ie ministre de l'instruction publique, M. Carnot, 

rn'ecrivait sous Ia date du 30 Mars, 1848, , J'ai recu la Iettre que vous 
m'avez fait l'honneur,de m'ecl'ire pour m'informer de l'envoi que vous. 

a fait M. Vattemare votre beaupere, de vingt et une caisses de livres, 
documents et cartes offerts it la France par divers etats de I'U nion 
Americaine. Je vous prie de vouloir bien transmettre mes remerci­
ments a M. Vattemare pour ses honorables efforts afin d'enrichir nos 

depots Iitteraires, de m'adresser Ie plus promptement posssible celles 
de ces caisses qui sont destine:es au mimstere de l'instruction pub­
lique.' En me me temps M. Carnat dannait ordre de remettre les 

ouvrages qui devaient etre preseentes par son departement aux Etats 
Unis. 

" Le lendemain 31 Je recevais deux lettres d'une teneur a peupres, 

sernblable, l'une du ministre de la guerre, I'autre (des professeurs) 

administrateurs du museum d'histoire naturelle. 

" Une autre lettre m'etait adressee par Ie minis,tre de la marine, Ie 

7 Avril: et Ie 29 du me me mois Ie ministre du commerce confirmait 

les parole.s qui vous avaie.nt etc donnees avant votre depart par M. 

Cunin Gridaine sous Ie dernier gouvernement. 

Remarquex bien que nous etions alors dans les plus douloureuses 

preocupations de notre situation politique, Entre Ia Iettre M. Carnot 
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your direction, the work so laboriously commenced by you-your 
interest in which has carned you to the United States. If the exchanges 

have not produced on our p8rt what you expected, you will attribute 

the deficiency to the confllsion of the times, and to my inefficiency, 

rather than to any want of interc:3t in the enterprize. I have met, 
indeed, everywhere throughout this epoch, an earnest good will, a' full 

comprehension of your services, a dear apprehension of the advantages 
of your system, and a sincere desire to extend its application, an ample 

appreciation of the zeal displayed in this matter by the governments 
and people of the United States. There has been no political man 
who has not aided me handsomely; no minister who has not responded 
to my solicitations according to the best of' his resources. 

" During the period of the greatest trouble in the provisory govern­
ment, M. Carnot, minister of public instruction, wrote to me as follows, 

under date of the 8dlVIarch, ]84.~: 'I have received your letter, 

informing me of the shipment, by your father-in-law, M. Vattemare, to 

your care, of twenty-one cases of books, docu ments, and maps, the 
offerings of various governments, cities, and public institutions of the 

United States to France. Be so kind, I pray you, as to transmit to 
M. Vattemare my most unfeigned thanks for his honorabie efforts to 
enrich our stores of knowledge and literature, and send to me as 

quickly as possible, the case intended for my department.' At the 
same time, M. Carnot gave orders to expedite the shipment of the 
books given by his department to the United States. The next day, I 
received letters of like tenor and encouragement from the minister of 
war, and from the (professor) administrator of the museum of natural 
history. Other letters were received in April, from the minister of 
marine and commerce, the latter fully confirming the assurances given 

you at your departure, by M. Cunin Gridaine, on the part of the late 

government. 

" You will please remark that we were then suffering the most pain­

ful anticipations of our political position Between the letter of M. 

Carnot and that of M. Bethmot, very important and by no means 

equivocal movements took place at Paris; and all France was shaken 
by the first experiment of universal suffrage. Meanwhile, you perceive 

the system of exchange was neither forgotten nor neglected. I will 
point out in good time, the favorable omens to be drawn from that fact. 

" Very soon after the above, I received a letter from M. Dufrenoy, 

director of the school (If mines, praying me to transmit to the Americfll1 
,p 



et cellc de M. Bethmont, nous avoins eu a Paris divers mouvement 
d'une nature pour Ie moins equivoque, et Ia France entiere avait ete 
troublee par la premiere epreuve du suffrage universe!' Cependant, 
vons Ie voyez, 1e systeme d'ech:mge n'etait ni oublie ni meconnu. Je 
vous dirai tout it l'heure quel1e cousequence je tire de ce fait. 

"Quinze jour::; apres Ie ministre du commerce, Ie directeur de 
l'ecole des mines, M. Dufrenoy, m'ecrit a son tour pour me prier de 
transmettre a l'Union Americaine et a vous los remerciments de 
l'ecole pour les echanges inte1'essants qu'elle a obtenus. Sa lettre est 
du 13 Mai, eUe a contribue a me faire donner par Ie ministre des tra· 
vaux publics, une collection complete des 'Annales de::; Mines.' Je 
suis l'ordre chronolozique en ce moment par ce qu'il fait mieux com­
prendre l'interet qui meme au milieu des agitations, s'est toujours 
attache au systeme d'echange. Dans la premiere lettre que je rencon­
tre est celle du maire de Nantes, en date du J'i' Mai, 'J'accepte tres 
volontieres cette seconde serie d'ouvrages dus au zele de M. Vatte­
mare nou::; ferons notre possible pour seconder ses genereux efforts et 
pour repondre aux besoins litter aires des nos freres de l'union. Vous 
pouvez compter qu'aussitot apres Ia reception de ces Iivres, je ferai en 
sorte de vous envoyer en retour quelques ouvrages utiles choisies de 
preference parmi les plus anciennes editions de nos doubles.' " 

" En m'envoyant une trantaine de volumes que je me suis empresse 
de vous transmettre, l'un des professeurs, administrateurs du museum 
d'histoire naturelle, M. Milne Edwards, m'ecrivait ]e 23 Mai, 'J'ai 
l'honneur de vous adresser quelques livres qui me semblent pouvoir 
interesser nos freres transatlantiques. Je vais m'occuper it recueillir 
les elements d'une petite collection d'ento~nologie pour la soci(~te 

. d'histoire naturelle de Boston, des qu'elle sera prete je vous eo illfor­
merai.' 

"Une rause interpretation de la decision millistcrielle en date du 21 
Janvier, 1846, rna force de recourir la 23 Mai, a l'autorite superieure 
de M. Ie directeur genera] des douanes qui m'a repondu, ]e 3 Juin, que 
l'administration ne ferait jamais difficuItes d'appliquer d'office avos 
envois ]e b€mefice de la decision preeitee et que par consequent les 
objets, consacres aux echanges, continueraient a etre regus francs de 
tous droits. 

" Ainsi, vous ]e voyez, Jes dispositions sont les memes partout. Le 
7 Juin, Ie premier ministre que la commission executive ait donne a 
l'agriculture et au commerce, M. Flocon, me fait remettre de uom­
breux ouvrages PQur les Etats U nis. 
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government, and to you, the thanks of his institution, for tlte l'cry 

interesting gifts it had rECeived. On the 13th May, he contributed, 
fi)r our exchanges, through the minister of public works, a complete 
set of the' Annales des Mines.' I adhere to the order of time, that 
you may more clearly see the interest felt in your good work, even at 
moments of intense public excitement. On the 17th May, I received 
a letter from the mayor of Nantes, in which he says, 'I accept very 
gladly thf' second series of books, &c., for which we are indebted to 
M. Vattemare; we shall do our utmost to second his generous efforts, 
and to respond to the kindness of our brethren in the United States. 
You may reckon with confidence, that upon the reception of the books 
on the way to us, I will make it my business to send you in return, 
copies selected in preference from among our duplicates of useful 
ancient books." 

" On the 23d of May, I received a letter from M. Milne Edwards, 
one of the professors (administrators) of the museum of natural history, 
in which he says, ' I send you thirty volumes for Yl)ur exchange, which 
I think must be interesting to our tran&atlantic brethren. I am busy 
in preparing to send you, also, the elements of a small entomological 

collection, for the society of natural history in Boston, of which you 
will be duly advised when it is ready.' 

" A wrong interpretation of the ministerial decision of 21st January, 
1846, compelled me to apply, on the 28th May, to the director-general 
of the customs, who replied on the 3d June, stating that there should 
be no difficulty· hereafter in applying t~e benefit of that regulation to 
your shipment, and that all packages connected with the exchange 
would continUe to be received free of duty, on proper verification. 
(Ce que je entend a mervaille.) 

" So you perceive there is a favorable feeling in every quarter. On 
the 7th June, the first minister appointed by the executive commission 
to the department of a6riculture and commerce, 1\1. Flocon, forwarded 
to me a number of works for the United States. 

" We now reach the worst days of the revol ution ; the minds of men 
were a prey to the most dreadful anticipations; they awaited, in a sort 
of stupor the horrid battle of the 23d of J nne, and the days following. 
Permit me here to remind you of the letter addressed to you on the 
1st September, by the professors (administrators) of the museum of 
natural history; it will recall to you the anxiety which pervaded 
French society even after the victory. After having announced to 
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"Voici pOlll'tant 'que nous touchons aux plus mauvais Jours de la 
revolution, tons les esprits sont en proie aux plus douloureuses preocu­
pations, on attend dans une sorte de stupeur Ia detestable bataille qui 
commencera Ia 23 J uin. Laissez moi vous rappe]er ]a lettre qui vous 
a ete ecrite par les professeurs, administrateurs du museum d'histoire 
naturelle ]e J Septembre elle vous montrera sous I'empire de quelles 
anxietes etait la societie Frangaise encore apres la victoire. Apres 
vous avoir annonce des lettres qu'ils adressaient aux societies Ameri­
caines et aux savants en temoignage de reconnoissance, l\Iessrs. ]es 
professeurs administrateurs ajoutaient; nous aurions moins attendu 
pour offrire ce temoignage a vous et aux donateurs si notre attention 
et I'emp]oi de notre temps n'avaient ete d'etournes par des causes que 
vous comprendrez faci]ement. Ces memes causes n'ont pas permis a 
]a publication des archives de museum de reprendre encore son cours, 
de telle sorte que nous ne pouvons en cet instant repondre a I'envoi 
des publications Americaines par les notres. 

" Eh! bien malgre cela, ]e systeme d'eehange ne perdait rien des 
sympathies que vous lui aviez acquises dans des temps plus heureux, 
on n'agissait pas avec la meme suite par ce qu'on n'avait plus ]a meme 
]iberte d'esprit; mais on gardait toutes ses pensees; on retenait toutes 

_ ses espihances; et on se reservait de reprendre Jes projets dont on se 
sentait contraint d'ajourner l'execution. Ce que je vous dis ici, vous 
l'aviez compris en lisant l'expose tres rapide qui precede. Que sig. 
nifient en effet toutes ces lettres dans leurs empressements, dans leur 
promesses, dans leur temoignages de gratitude 8i non -que Ie mouve­
ment des echanges, pour avoir ete quelque peu ralenti de notre cote, 
ne doit pas, ne peut pas etre arrete pourtant ? 

" J'arrive par ceUe observation a la consequence que je vous fesais 
entrevoir tout a 1'heure: C'est que Ie systeme d'echange n'est pas 
seulement dans les idees; mais aussi dans les besoins de la France; 
qu'il est senti par Ie C<lmr autant qu'aprecier par la raison; c'est que 
les departments I'acceptant comme Paris, les citoyens comme les 
hommes d'etat; c'est enfin qu'il ne depend plus de la bonne volonte 
d'un ministre au meme de l'attitude d'un gouvernement. 

" Maintenant je n'insiste plus sur les preuves ulterieurs que je pour­
rais tirer de rna volumineuse correspondance avec les divers adminis­
trations, Les temps sont redevenus plus calmes, les mouvement des 
affaires plus regulier. C1est par des actes que se demontre la vitalite 
du systeme d'echange. D'Octobre 1848 a Janvier 1849, je VOIlS ai 
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you the letters addressed by them to the American savans and societies, 
in testimony of their gratitude, they say ;-' We should not have so 
long delayed our acknowledgments to the donors and to you, if our atten­
tion and time had not been absorbed by causes you will readily com­
prehend. The same causes have not permitted the publication of the 
archives of the museum to resume its course, and prevent our respond­
ing at this moment to receipt of the American publications by sending 
our own.' 

"We see then, that the system of exchange has not lost the favorable 
regard it acquired in happier times. If our minds are less active, it is 
because they are less at liberty; but the idea is retained, hope is 
not given up; the enterprize is to be resumed of which we now feel 
compelled to postpone the execution. You will understand, even from 
the rapid sketch I have given you, the full signification of that earnest­
ness, of those promises and those expressions of gratitude, as furnish­
ing such abundant proof that if the work of exchange has been some­
what slackened, it has not come to an end. This brings me to a con­
clusion, which I am sure you have foreseen, that the system of 
exchange has not only entered into the mind, but that it is now felt to 
be among the wants of France; that it is felt by the heart, as fully as it 
is appreciated by the understanding; that it is accepted by the depart­
ments fully as by Paris, by the citizen as fully as by the statesman, and 
finally, that it depends no longer upon the good will of a minister, or 
the attitude of a government. 

" I need not refer to later proofs, drawn from my voluminous corres­
pondence with various authorities. The times are already more calm, 
the movements of business are more regular. I have been enabled, by 
acts, to demonstrate the vitality of the system of exchange, by shipping 
to you, between October, 1848, and January, 1849, nine heavy cases 
of books, containing nearly eleven hundred volumes. That there is 
some discord in all this harmony, I must admit. There must be 
exceptions in every successful career, there must be peculiarities of 
character to encounter, there must be mistakes, forgetfulness, and 
other causes fruitful in disappointments, which none engaged in useful 
efforts can avoid. Every enterprise must be judged as a whole, and in 
its essence, and not by its accidents; we need not therefore dwell upon 
them. It will be more just and more true to furnish as evidence of 
the general regard in which the undertaking is held, an extract of a 
letter which the Prefect of the Seine did me the honor to address me 

6 
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envoye neuf grandes caisses contenans de mille a onze cents volumes. 
" Qu'il y ait eu quelques dissonances au~milieu de l'harmonie g€me­

rale; je ne Ie nierai pas, je pourrais les expliquer par des circonstances 
exceptionnelles, par des caracteres particuliers, par des erreurs, par 
des oublis, par des susceptibilitt~s, par des caUses fecondes en contre­
temps, dont la vie Ia moins Iaborieuse est tojours embarrasee; mais a. 
quoi bon? C'est dans son ensemble. dans son essence qu'il faut juger 
une entreprise et non dans ses accidents. 

"II sera plus juste et plus vrai de prendre pour l'expression des dis­
positions generales la lettre que M. Ie Prefet du Department de la 
Seine m'afait I'honneur de m'ecrire Ie 8 Septembre, 1848; et la raison 
en est simple: c'est que les idees et les sentiments de cette lettre 
s:accordent parfaitement avec les faits d'origine et de nature diverses 
que j'ai eu a vous signaler. Apres m'avoir accuse reception de docu­
ments et de livres que je lui avaient transmis par votre ordre au nom 
des Etats du Maine, de New York, de Ia Virginie, de New Jersey, de 
Vermont, de Ia Pennsylvanie, ciu Massachusetts, du Maryland, des 
yilles de New York, de Portland, et de l'ecole militaire de 'Vest 
Point, M. Ie Prefet Ajoutait, ' Cet envoi joint a ceux qui ont en lieu 
precedemment accroit les richesses illteBectuelles dont se compose 
1a Bibliotheque Americaine, que ville de Paris doit a Ia generosite 
des Etats Unis. Ces temoignages reciproques de sympathie sont 
aujourdhui les liens Ies plus puissants pour unir les peuples. C'est 
"liOUS dire tout l'interet que j'attache aux relations que sont etablies 
entre Ia ville de Paris, et Ies Etats Unis d' Amerique. Pour c')ntinner 
ces relations j'ai charge Ie bibliothecaire de la ville de mettre a votre 
disposition un certain nombre d'ouvrages en echange de ceux dont 
vous m'avez fait l'envoi, je vous prie des les faire parvenir a M. Vatte­
mare qui voudra bien, je I'espere etre I'interprete de mes sentiments 
de reconnois.sance envers Ies etats et les villes de I' Amerique qui con­
courent avec tant d'empressement au systeme d'echange etabli avec 
Ia ville de Paris.' 

" Plus tard, Ie 27 Decembre M. Ie secn3taire general du minister~ 

des finances exprimait en terme plus bref Ia meme pen see quand, en 
m'envoyant pres de deux cents volumes pour divers Etats de l'Unioll 
Americaine, il m'ecrivait: "Vous reconnaitrez l'interet que Ie minis­
tre prend aces echanges internationaux par Ie soin qu'il app0rte iA 
augmenter et a completer, dans Ies Iimites des ressou.rces d II ministc;t'e'J 
les collections deja transmisses aux Etats Unis.' 
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on 'the Sth September, 1848. After having acknowledged the receipt 

of the books and documents which I had recently transmitted him by 
your order, in the name of the States of Maine, New Yark, Virginia, 

New Jersey, Vermont, Pennsylvania, .Maryland, the cities of New 
Yark and Portland, and the military school at West Point, . he adds: 

' This shipment, added to those previously received, increases the intel­
lectual riches of the Al'.rn1ucAN LrnRAG.Y, which the city of Paris owes 

to the generosity of the American people. These reciprocal evidences 

of sympathy, form, in the present day, the most powerful cord by 

which nations can be bound together; and by this I mean to testify 

tl1e interest I feel in the relations which are thus established bet·.veen 

the city of Paris and the citizens of the United States. That these 
relations may continue, I have ordered the city librarian to place at 

your disposal a number of volumes for America, v:hich you will please 

transmit to M. V 2.ttemare, who will, I trust, be the organ by which 

the city of Paris may express its gratitude to the states and cities of 

America, which concur so heartily in this great system of interchange.' 
"Later, on the 27th December, the chief secretary of the minister 

of finance uses nearly the same language, in forwarding about two 
hundred Yolumes for the different States of the Union, and he adds: 

'You will see the interest which the minister of finance takes in the 

national interchange, by his promptness in augmenting and completing 
within the· limits of his resources, for that purpose, the collection 
already transmitted from this department to the United States.' 

" You vvill remark that if I have spoken of disappointments as having 
a chilling influence, it was not because they had or would have any 
unfavorable result upon the system, but because I felt that you were 

entitled to a candid and complete history of my whole agency during 
your absence. I annex hereto a catalogue of the books, documents, 
&c., sent by France to the United States during the year 1848, and 
also of those sent by the Unitf'd States to France, during the same 

period. These measure the importance to which the system of inter­

change has already attained. 

" In regard to these catalogues it is but just I should mention that 

duplicate copies are not included; for_ instance, the Senate of the 

United States has given a hundred copies of the Constitution of the 

United States of America; these are counted only one. So, also, our 

minister of agriculture and commerce has presented thirty copies of the 

Course of Agriculture, by M. Gasparin, and this makes but one copy 
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" Veuillez remarquez que j' aurais pu ne pas vous parler des quelques 
contretemps dont j' ai ete trop froisse apparemment puis qu' apres tout 
ils ont ete sans influence sur les resultats positifs du systeme; mais 
j'ai crn que je ne devais rien vous Iaisser ignorer de ce qui touche a 
rna gestion pendant votre absence, il est necessaire que vos informa­
tions soient exactes et compl etes. J e joins a mon r apport I a 1iste de3 
Jivres et documents envoyes par Ie France aux Etats Unis dans Ie 
cours de l'annee 1848, et celIe des ouvrages offerts par les Etats Unis 
it Ia France. Pendant la me me periode ces deux pieces donnent la 
lllesure de l'importance qu'ont acquis et qu'acquierent, chaque jour 
pour ainsi dire, les relations d'echange. 

" lei permittez moi quelques explications necessaries, je crois. Dans 
la liste je n'ai point tenu compte des doubles, par example Ie Senat 
Americaine vous a fait remettre cent exemplais de ' TILe Constitution 
of the United States of America;' je n'ai pas compte cent volumes. 
De meme Ie ministre de l'agriculture et du commerce m'a confie 
trente exemplaires des Cours d' Agriculture d~ M. de Gasparin; cela 
ne fait pas trente volumes sur mon catalogue. II ma semble qu'il 
devait vous suffire de connaitre Ie nombre des ouvrages que vous avez 
regus et transmis. En tout cas vous savez maintenant comment il 
faut apprecier les resultats constantes par les deux ]istes. Si je me 
suis trompe, vous me Ie direz. Par la rneme raison quand j'ai eu a 
insecire des volumes ou des livraisons venant en augmentation ou en 
complement de vos precedents envois, je me suis borne a Ie dire 
simplement, sans entrer dans des details de chiffres, a mon avis, fort 
inutiles; mais prenez garde que j'ai ete moins sobre d'indications dans 
Ies listes que j'ai adressees it M. Ie Collecteur des douanes rie New 
York, en execution de la circulaire de M. Ie ministre du tresor 
Ame.ricain. 

" Dans ces donnees la liste des livres et documents envoyes par la 
France aux Etats Unis se compose de 650 volumes d'ouvrages com­
plets; en comprenant les suites et les doubles il faut compter de 1400 
a 1500 volumes, a quoi il convient d'ajouter des cartes des lithogra­
phies, Ie buste en platre de la Repuhlique par Gayrard, la caliographia 
camerale, et les medailles du souverail1 pontife. 

" La liste des ouvrages, donnees par les Etats U nis a la France, est 
de 1150 volumes nouveaux, qui avec ]es doubJes, forment un total 
d'environs 1800; plus douze cartes, nne tete en pJatre de mastodonte, 
des fragments d'annimaux, des coquilles, des mineraux et des graines. 
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in our catalogue. It appeared to me enough to advise you of the num­
ber of volumes received and transmitted, but with the catalogue you 
can at any rate fully appreciate the results. If I am wrong, inform 
me. I have avoided, also, particularizing in cases where volumes or 
numbers have been transmitted or received in continuation, fearing to 
burden you with useless details. You may be sure, however, that I 
have not failed to furnish, with each shipment, a proper invoice for the 
custom-house in New York, fulfilling the requirements of the circular 
of the secretary of the treasury. 

" The number of books and documents sent by France to the United 
States, is from 1400 to ] 500 volumes; among these were 650 com­
plete works i to these may be added, maps, lithographs, a personifica­
tion of the republic, a bust in plaster by Gayrard, la caliographia came­
rale, and medals of the sovereign pontiff. 

"The number given by the United States to France is about 1800 
volumes, of which 1150 were not included in previous shipments; 
besides these were 12 maps, a head of the mastadon in plaster, frag­
ments of animal remains, shells, minerals, and seeds. 

" If I were to establish a commercial balance, I should bring into 
the account all that you carried away in 1847, and even then it might 
be said France has received her compensation. But I should badly 
comprehend the spirit which animates the parties to this system of 
exchange, if I regarded its operations in a mercantile point of view. I 
can strike no balance in an exchange of good offices and earnest sym­
pathies. I know not how to give the precedence in matters of science 
to any considerations merely financial. 'Ve give with joy; we receive 
with gratitude, without thinking whether the articles exchanged have 
any commercial value. 

" The institutions and establishments which have engaged in this 
beneficent work, are 

On the side of France: 
The National Assembly, 
All the Executive Departments, 
The Council of State, 

" National Library, 
" Academies of Science, and Moral and Political Sciences, 
" Administration of the Custom Houses, 
" Museum of Natural History, 
" National School of Mines, 
" Society of Encouragement for the National Industry, 
" National and Central Agricultural Society, 

6* 
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" Si j'avais a etablir une balance commerciale, je devrais fa ire entrer 
en compte tous les objets que vous avez emportes en 1847. Ce sont 
a Ie bien prendre en effet, des retours des presents de la France que 
j' ai reg us jus qu'a present; mais je comprendrais mal Ie caractree 
philantropique et les tendances civilisatrices du systeme, je ne me con­
formerais pas a l'esprit dont toutes nos administrations sont annimees, 
si je lassais penetrer je ne sais quoi de mercantile dans ces relations 
toutes de sympathie et de bon vouloir. Dieu mergi, je n'ai entendre 
nlettre en avant ni dans les ministeres ni au sein des societes scien­
tifiques aucune consideration financiere. On donne avec joie at on 
regoit avec gratitude, sans songer seulement que les objets d'echange 
puissent avoir une valeur venale. 

"Les institutions et les etablissements qui ont participes aces 
I 

relations bienveillantes, sont du cote de la France: 

Le Assemblee Nationale, 
Tous les Ministeres, 
Le Conseil d'etat, 
La Bibliotheque Nationale, 
Les Academies des Sciences, et des Sciences Morales et Politiques, 
L' Administration des Douanes, 
Le Museum d'Histoire Naturelle, 
L'Ecole Nationale des Mines, 
La Societe d'Encouragement pour l'Industrie N ationale, 
La Societe National et Centrale d' Agriculture, 
La Societe d' Horticulture, 
La Societe Geologique de France, 
L'Observatoire, 
Le Conservatoire des Arts et Metiers, 
Les vilIes de Paris, de Rouen, de Bordeaux, de Lyons, de Nantes, &c. 

Du cote de [' Union. 
Le Congres, 
Tous les Ministeres, 
La Cour Supreme des Etats U nis, 
Le Bureaux des Patentes, 
L'Observatoire, 
Le Bureaux des Ingenieurs Topographique, 
L'Ecole N ationale de Marine, a Annapolis, 
L'Institut N ationale, 
L'Etat du Maine, 

" de Vermont, 
" du Massachusetts, 
" de Rhode Island, 
" de Connecticut, 
" de New York, 
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The Horticultural Society, 
" Geological Society of France, 
H Observatory, 
" Repository of Arts and Mechanic Inventions (French Patent 

Office,) 
" Cities of Paris, Rouen, Bordeaux, Lyons, Nantes, &c., 

On tlle side of the United States: 
T he Congress, 
All the E~xecutive Departments, 
The Supreme Court of the United States, 

" Patent Office, 
" National Observatory, 
" Coast Survey, 
" Bureau of Topographical Engineers, 
" United States Naval School, (Annapolis,) 
" National Institute, 

" State of Maine, 
" " New Hampshire, 
" " Vermont, 
" " Massachusetts, 
" " Rhode Island, 

" " Connecticut, 
" " New York, 
" " New Jersey, 
" " Pennsylvania, 
" " Delaware, 
" " Maryland, 
" " Virginia, 
" " Ohio, 
" " North Carolina, 
" " South Carolina, 
" " Georgia, 
" " Mississippi, 
" " Louisiana, 
" " Kentucky, 
" " Missouri, 

" " Indiana, 

" " Michigan, 

" " Illinois, 

" " Texas. 

" City of Bangor, } 
" " Augusta, Maine. 

" " Portland, 

" " Boston, } 
" " Lowell, Massachusetts, 

" " Springj~eld, 
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L'Etat de New Jersey, 
" de Delaware, 
" de la Pennsylvanie, 
" du Maryland, 
" de Ia Virginie, 
" de la Caroline du Nord, 
" de la Caroline du Sud, 
" de la Georgie, 
" de hi Louisiane, 
" du Mississippi, 
" du Kentucky, 
" de l'Ohio, 
" du Texas. 

La Ville de Bangor, } 
" Augusta, Maine. 
" Portland, 
" Boston,} 
" Lowell, Massachusetts, 
" Springfield, 
" New York, 
" Albany, 
" Philadelphie, 
" Baltimore, 
" '\Vashillgton, (Capitale,) 
Ie Richmond, Virginie, 
" Raleigh, Caroline du Nord, 

." Charleston, Caroline du Sud, 

Le College et 
" 

L'U niversitie de Brunswick, } M . 
" de Waterville, . ame. 

" " Burlington, Vermont, 
" " Harvard, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
" " Brow"H, Rhode Island, 
" " Columbia, New York, 
" " Georgetown, D. C., 
" " de la Virginie, Charlotteville, 
" " du Michigan, Anna Arbor, 

" " de la Caroline du Sud, Columbia, 
" " de la Caroline du Nord, 

La Societie Historique du Maine, it Brunswick, 
" " de Worcester, Massachusetts, 
" " de Massachusetts, Boston, 
" " de New York, New York, 
" " de New Jersey, Newark, ., ,. de Maryland, Baltimore, 
" " de l'Illinois, Upper Alton, 
" " du Missouri, it St. Louis, 
" " de la Virgin ie, it Richmond. 
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The City of New York, 
" " Albany, ' 
" " Philadelphia, 
,. " Baltimore, 
" " Washington, District of Columbia, 
" " Richmond! Virginia, 
" " Raleigh, North Carolina. 

" College and University of Brunswick,} M . 
"" "Waterville, awe) 

" " Burlington, Vermont, 
"" "Cam0ridge, Massachusetts, 
"" "Brown, Rhode Island, 
"" "Columbia, City of New York, 
"" "' Georgetown, District of Columbia, 
"" " St. Mary's, Baltimore, 
"" "Virginia, Charlotteville, 
,'u "Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
"" "South Carolina, Columbia, 

" "North Carolina, Chapel Hill. 
" Historical Society of Maine, 

" " \Vorcester, Massachusetts, 
" " Boston, " 
" " " New York, 
" " " New Jersey, 

" Maryland, Baltimore, 
" " " Illinois, Upper Alton, 
" " " Missouri. 
" " " Virginia, Richmond, 

Society of Natural HitStory of Portland, 
" "" Boston, 
" "" New York, 
" " " "St. Louis. 
" Agricultural Society of the State of New York, 
" Albany Institute, 
" American Institute, 
" New York Mechanics' Institute, 
" Mercantile Library Associations of Boston and New York j 

" National Academy of Design, New Y or k. 

" I have thus pre:5ented the sum of our labors to the year 184,9, my 
dear friend, and must admit that under my management the system 
of exchange has not yielded what it would have done under the double 
advantage of your presence and your influence. You will not, how­
ever, consider this effort sterile, although it has not produced all that 
might have been legitimately expected. If the times had been more 
favorable, I should have had better success. J say this without claim~ 
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Societe d'Histoire N aturelle, de Portland, 
" ,. " Boston, 
" " " New York, 
" " " St. Louis. 

Societe d' Agriculture, &c., de l'Etat de New York, a Albany, 
L'Institut d'Albany, 
L'Institut Americaine, } N Y k 
L'Institut Industriel, ew or, 
L' Academie N ationale de Dessins, New York, 
Les Societes Mercantiles des Boston, et de New York. 
"Voila 011 nous en sommes en Janvier 1849. Mon cher ami, 

assurement Ie systeme d'echange n'a pas donne ici tout ce que lui 

aurait fait prodnire la double autorite'de votre nom et de vos services. 
J' espere pourtant qu'il n' a pas etc si sterile qu' on ne comprene tres 
bien tous les avantages qu'on pent legitiment s'en promettre. Si les 
temps avaient etc plus favorable, j'aurais mieux fait, je Ie dis sans 
urgueil. Vons m'aviez par vos soins si admirablement prepare Ie 
~en'ain! Vos travanx ne seront pas perdlls; soyez en bien assuri~. 

Je ne prevois desormais aucnn (~v<?mement qui puisse rompre ou 
:;;eulement relacher les nouveaux liens dans les quels fle sont unies, sous 
ia bienfaisante influence du systeme d'echange la France et l' Ameri-
1[1 ue. C. MOREAC 

" Paris, 23 Janvier, 1849." 
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ing the credit, as you had so admirably prepared the way. Your 

labors can never be lost, you may be well assured. I can foresee no 

event which can ever break or even relax the new bonds which no,,,,, 

under the beneficent influence of the system of international exchange, 

unite France and the United States. 
C, MOREAL 

Paris, Janunry 2:3, 18,W. 



STATE OF MAINE. 

IN SENATE, May 18, 1849. 

ORDERED, That 250 copies of the foregoing l\Jessage from 

the Governor and the accompanying Report, be printed for the use 

of the Legislature. 

DANIEL T. PIKE, &cretary .. 


